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NO MAN It{ t{O NATION

I

The ideas, political forces and personalities
mntioned in this docuntent are entirely fict-
ional and bear no relation to any country or
person living or dead.

To everybody affected by the revelations con-
tained herein it can only be sairi that its
publication y{as actuated neither by- mifici-
aforethought or malice afterthought. Its only
possible importance or influence is npral. -

No man in no nation may claim othenvise.



_ 0n llovenbcr,l0th, 1956, Scan Lemass reaigned suddcaly aa
Teoigeach aud laader{of Flanna Fail. The much publicieed euc-
cclrion-race sparkcd by thc l.enass reeignation firat brought
to public attention the sl, igrrDrn t s sithin rhe perty r.hich Jera
to figurc Dre and rcrc in "split', talk righr up to Mayr 1970,
xilen the arna criria bur8t on a rtertled pubtic.

_ Gcorgc Collay and ghartes llaught y BooI1 eraergad aa therlrlo coatandere, Colley returning prer:ipitately frou a tour
abrord to linc up his support. CollEy had cultivatcd gn Irieh
longuegc and Repubtr-ican inage and -"ras geirrally rcgarded eg
chicf aharcholder of the De Valere snrst tradition rithin thep.rty. Eaughey had one obvioua adv&nt&get ho yaa oon-in-leu
to S.sn L.Eras. Itis big disadvanrsger ho.revel, wag hie un-populerity rith thc farn.ing eoununi Ey ao the Ts;iseach-ship
rta,kca crD at the .nd of a ycar ia which, aa ltinistcr for Ag-riiutrCtrtf he hed rebuffcd and huniLiared the Narional. ferae-Ja
Alrocletion,

- Collcy, aged 61, and llaughcy, aged 41, rcre both aabit-
lour r-a rod dcapitc or, perhepr, bccaugc ihey aharcd tha emcoBltltu€lcy ia Dublin North-Earr, had bec.E itcadly political
rivelr. Ar cach caRvaegcd at ppoit the claah beeare s headu
coofroat.tioa rlith th! perty rrmurcd to bc equally dividcd
lod thc bitterncaa betrrccn thc cont.stants olli in tha opcD.
Eeughay rag the favouritc until thG "0Id cuard,', lcd by Bitcr-nel l{iuiatcr Frank Aiken, mvcd in and nade Colicy their fav-ourita aon.

A! thc confrontation hardeacd the fr€ltng grew rithin thoparty that unity and the reins of power dcent norc than peEon-
alitiet. The search fcr a compromise cundidate begau ai once"
Bolaud, llinister for Social l{elfare, vho had not giiea hie
support to either of the trro young men, noninated l{,iil Btairey.Lcnatl, unable to openiy aponsor the candidalure of hie eou"inku, Saughcy, nor mved. Ilis noninati.on of Jeek Lynch cauaed
both 8laoey and ilaughey to rithttrau and Collcy l,aa cruehed bya

53 to 19 votc. Party unity haiS been salvageil and a nen vid@t
i"fi-a" t. an intcria taoieeach tlected: th: Coi l ey*flaughoy

por.r-"ai"g8le coirld fester o beneaeh the Eurface'

!n hia acccPtaocc speech the oew Taoieeaeh r'ada clear
that he sould rulc very nuch in the Lemas g tianner ' Paying

;;-";;ri iip-service io the r'riah language ' he talked about

ti., Juri"*tiiity of enteri'ng the Corr '!n Hrerket and announced

il=;i;-;;;;l'iir. tt" alero[ue besun the previ'oua vear with
;"";i;c;;iea rretier. -Lvnchi a firee Cabinet Put cherles

H";;;; in thc poserful and pieetigioua poet of Finmcc' thur
rlrlriir-irr'itil neii""rture end iiahericg and giving.hia a

Earginal, advaatage orr.t hi, rival Collay' Thie ove by Lyrdt

;;i, ;. interprltod both as I geBturc to 
. 
the. father-ia-law

iii . t"p"yr"oi ror n",,lttcy'e ulthdraval in his favour' ".lLtny
a*t-.""i in AgriculturJ aod Dolend weut to Lcel Governacnt -
tu"irior,, all Ihrec scre gti1l holding four y'ers later'

Ttre intcrvenitrS four ycars w'r' to lfitnesa thc ritc of
the Civil R:ighta ovenent in thc North and the 81or traosf'r-
.i""-"i-lm icaderahip .trug8lc insidc Eianna- Peil to thc crrn-

tB and isou.o ttrrown up ii ifitt rior uphcaval ' ttrc firet

*lH'ii:x':;:":',,*;j:i'i,li,lry""ii"::T::"': ::.'*::.
;;;;.i-ii;""a Fail party rorkerg and bueinesao€n tuPPort'rg
fi;-1.;;;-iito "iiti"tr'uvc-clcctiona 

and ueuallv nanescd

to bring off thc victorY.

One of the bGBt cxary1's of a ltafia OPcration caae in the

soo.i of 1967 ituring thr c1o8e1y cont'gtcd South Kerry byc-

;1.";i;; rn a picic of blatant corruPtion cork contractor
i-Jl-n"g.tay, a trieana lail buainegg suPPorter' wae awarddd

;;".;;;;."i-for the builtling of the valentia Bridge' rtc fact
iiri.-n"i.ily't tendcr for thl conatruction of the bridge was

;ii;,046 i"'.... thao ttat aoloittcd by another contractor of

,.iii "ia. rePutc and that the tlesign wae years out of datc

did not Eatter. Wt"t aia "ttt" 'i" thaE the Valentia Bridge

Comittcc held thc votc. of the iBlandexs for thc candidaEc

who could do mst ro o*p"ait. the buililing of rhe loaB awaited

THE SUCCESSION RACE
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:;:'i:.|}: 
that Hesartv was a buainrssoan in sood standins L'irri

0rLeary, the Fianna Fail_candidate, polled 13,590 votes cnthe final counr ro Beeley of rine Caei[,li;il; _ a raajority of785 votes. rhe block'voi" or-;t; i;i;;d.;;";;. rhe Fianna Faitcandidare was esrinared .t SSS 
-r.o 

t"". :;i"; ;;.""u the decisivefactor in the election.result. e"a ir ii" [riag. ,r" a nonum-ent ro corruprion the islanders did nor ;;iJ'". and rhree yea_
::. 1.:". Neil Blaney, now a fired CrUi""t'lriri.rer, vaa inviteddown ro perforrr an unofficia1 ."p"ri"e,"--s;i]"i."aio., victorieslike South Kerry hetped spread ihe rir" oi, Ir,I' ,,Donegal Mlf ie,,and Blaney became the acknowledged ,""if"i iai of the party.

*,rn"'l ffil;.'?fl; ff; :*"u."'i"q ennitv between correv and
"1.; ;t#;;;" ^i,"ni*l 

;i::":I."".f:iiir.Iii"ol"iiff:1"::,:filr_tcd rhat rhe arrack iae- aimd ,. H;;";:"*i'i .n" particutarstandards being referred ro _were, "-";;;;".;';ue public. Borhcollcy end hia ambitioue,ir", u".y, eir.I'i^rIong trDraI ortho_dox outlook and both are €trong and cormitted iatholics. Hau_ghey, narried ro rhe daughr". 6r. irr.-f .lrioil i.oi""""h, had a
::fi:::::":';"'i:;i:u ",'o'"oi"'.'--;;;;i"; or uaughev's
ileecriptiona or nis u,.rs,'I?rrd 

mingled easily with iunoirs" ana
punch-up ri tr, s";.,., 

-;;j:ffi :#.'::'i;:], :T;;::.1;":;", :i;_errg wife nade sood u"". t.ir-ii'.il ;;;;';":'llunr"" or Dublin.
Colleyre intention *I 

-h1"" been eirnply to disassocietehineetf.from rhis aspecr or ni, c"uin";-;ii.;;r",, affairs or1t could have had a nore seriou" o;ii;i";i';i;:' whatever theintention Labour and Fine Gael "pot""*..,-ir-ii" o.if took itupon themselves to inrerpret Coliey,s ";.;; ;;; the public at]::9",- .Iolloyi"g a week of,"p"",ri".ioi'Ji ii" ,"."". insral_nent of the Colley-Hauehey clash u.. C"ifiy 
"a]t"a in rhe Dailthar in fact he had befn speaking rb";;-;;: a.lii.i." cabinetof thc previoue decadet 6""" 

"i.ii-ri";;; ;;ii had closed rheraatg aod there the matter rested.

TACA proved to be the ncxt big eallcing poiat' An ettcBpt
by Blaney io aystenatize the Partyrs fund raieir,rg relations
wittr ite-tig iueincsg backera, it quickly ran- iflto rrouble '
f,1oo-a-p1at- dinners in the !.eading Dublia llotels proved an

cffective fund-raieer and aceeptable to the busineesrnen eupp-
'oit"r" ,rtto availed of thc oPPortuuity to spend the evening
tliacueoing their bueiness problems with the Minister' But
they a18o tended to attract pickets and gave a-golden proPag-

andl boaua to the oppoeition. "?eraevere" said Blaney and

the pickcts vould go aray and public crieicism fade' A bro-
thcr of Kcvin Boland, one of the leading lighte in TACA' waa

of tha sa@ opinion. Fianna Fail pcreevered for eighteen
Dllths and at che 1968 Ard Eheis the Party faithful gave Bla-
ncy a etanding ovation for hie iqaeeioned juetificatiou of
iltf. For a while it looked as i.f the American fund-raiaing
8cy1e rras in for kbePs.

Other Anerican principlce were already in opcration' Et-
ty discipline and the "joba for the boye" ethic oPe"rted at
every lcvet. In Doncgal in t&y, 1958, four Fianna Fqil Co'

coualillors rrcre callad to a aptcially convened neeting and

agkeal to apologiac for defying thc Party whip during thc e1e-
tion of a iate-co1lector. Eich of the recalcitrant Couneill-
oro wrr. to rePcat the $ords of their pledge of loyalty to
thc Party. TLe four oeo concerncd, Councillors Eriel, Kelly'
Haehan and l'trrrin, hed failed to vote to appoiot Mr' Teddy

Blaney, s brother af th. Uinister for Agriculture, aa Rate
collclior for the llilford area. Teddy t ss the official Party
choicc for thc poeition. ore of the four men, councillor
Friel, refueed to attcnd thc diaciplinary mceting. Party un-
ity ourvived thc crieis and Teddy Blaney was subsequently
appoiated lrta Collector to the Ramel ton area.

Ia August of 1968 a 56 acre aite at lloodvillc, Athlon"
va8 sold to lhe Office of Public Uorks for the nerg DePattn€nt
of Educstion Officer. One of the directors of Athlone Ind-
ustrial EstateB Lta. ' lrhi.ch 8o1d the aite co the Board' turn-
ed out to be Padily Lenihan, a T.D. i.n the Fianna tr'ai1 inter-
est and fether of the Uiaister for EducationrBrian Lenihaa '

t



- 1958 nas the year when Blaney and Boland teaned. up tolaunch the caupaign which wae to get rid oi- fropo.t iorr"f n.p_rese[tation and substitute for it the nritisfr iingte 6eatconstituency. The ,'first past the poet,' slstem lrould vir_tually give Fianna Fail the ritle deeas of iri"t, a"ro"r."y.Holding the hitgesr single bloc of voces irr-it. st.t" fi"rrrr"Fail would end up with an overvhelming Dail rmjority and endthe suspense of narrow votes in the D;i1 u"a 
"iiti"rf iy._ -

elections in the country. A previous ,ai"*pt-i" 1959 hadbeen defeated ln a ticker spliiting nufereiaim wtrictr santDev to_the park bur rejected his pioposal io 
"toflrl 

p.R.
The Referendum was fixrd for Octoier'fS I ,-a"te which gavejust eaough tirne for the tailwind froi tt"-fil"t m,ajor CivilRighra confronrarion in rhe North.;;.;i-;.;;-;irh rhe vota.sin the South" October 5th in Derry fiii-"..ti.""1 impact bthe.wf,rnings of Northern speakers fite Cerry fitt uUorlt .d_opting the Northrs elecroral syaten.

The Beferendum result went massively against the Govern_ment wirh a 6014A defeat in rural and a Toli} defeat in urbanareas. The Mafia had carried the day for the covernment bya narrow margin in Donegal but South ierry provideU tfr" ."iyother joy in what had proved to be a AeUacf! foo fi".,rr. frii"

. TACA was {uickly discovered vhen the search for a acape_Soat got under way. The Colleyi:es ,rithin the party were infavour of abandoning the projeci 
""; ih;i;-";;i-tuae quickry

:::r:.1-1"_.-: -.he 
public.prese. Btaney srood firn, however,and Bucn was his prestige and poeition _ despite the Refer;n_dum setback - rhat he wis-able'to per",ruae-iiiii a" join thefight to eavc TACA. Ir Cctober r,yncfr rral aitJnaea a r,C,Caaeminar to sperk on "Social .lrrsti".i;.-' T1r. """i.i"" ained atwhitewashing TACA by associating th" Tr;i;";;;ii rir,. phraseson gocial probtens and their 

""ii"r ritt ;-;;;";"" of the or_
.ganisation sponeoring the seminar, teCa-Ct "irL", Mr. D.McGreevy, said the few vords - ,\TACA, t" ,iorpi)- t.n,e, is apla,ned _gioing oz,ganieation *a i"i '".riolr{,'' ii*u.r.tng ouu,h'to landred, contr.ibute equc.Lty so^ett,;.i- iZt i)re #wn soi_a ucck^ to our funda. n "ite uv"e pni4,;l l.r" 

'""ri, 
to be chair_tw, of the organtsation, and to Le .i* i ,oy- in"t 

"o)

menber lws saught aY obi;aiq'ed fl'ou? a'! pattow4e heca'ise of
theit memberahiP of TACAtt'

Following their exertions in the Referenoum and their

",rU""q"""t 
reirguard action to save TACA Boland and Blaney'

SecrelaryandTreasurerofthePartyresPectively'camecloer
;;;;6;t: The 1959 ceneral Election and its surPrise result
;;;-;;-;;."" ite fi.t.l element cementing the iisughev ' Blanev

""a 
A.fl"a triuuvirate t ithin the Party' Haughey as Direcbr

oi-ff*"tio.r"" Boland as the expert carver-uP of the constit-
uencies, and Blaney at the head of his "Mafia"' carried the

i.r--iiif"e a totai of 75 out of the 144 seata for Fianoa Fail'
i"".r, ,i thE credit al8o went to Ly-nch who had spenE the caloP-

;i6 "" a tour of convenrs interplrserJ with raids into areas

,iEi. rirt"" Fail faced tough oppositjon' One such area wa6

afru-W""a Galway Gaeltacht where a Civil Rights candidate was

,"tf"g-er..a ilto"ae in a traditionallv sol"id Fianna Fail
*i."ehlid. t'Ihile Lynch aipped tea in Convent parlours IIau-

ihev. Boland and Blaney conj"ied up the red scare to reet the

;t;;.-;;;"-i".e"."iitg Laiour raitv in tbe to$ns and cities '
The etrategY worked.

The najor ghare of thc credit for the victory L'a8 attrib-
uted to t ynltr uy hie nedia 6nd overniSht, -the."stop-gap" 

r:f
ih... ,..t" p""rio.r" had becoroe a Leader in hie own righu His

ii."i l"r.ta'ion of his new strength carne to grief when he att-
.qaia a. denote Blaney and Bolaid Eo lesser Ministeries wieh-

in the Cabinet. Speeches on the iesues at stake in the tbrth
i, i"it 

-*i in the period preceding the election had rankle<i'

ih""i;.-iit""t to .""ig, ied to a quick change of nind and

uoii ,.". te-appointed io their briefe in Agriculture and Loc-

al Goveromnt. The confirmation of Blaney in Agriculture
carried a rider that the Taoieeach intended appoincing hin to
i"-pi.i"i"s Minieter rrhen the nelr Poaition waa created' It
oever vaa.

Lyncht s plans for Blaney reflected very-c1osely Ehc latt-
e.'s pirn for Lynch. Now ai the pinnaele nf his pouer vithin
ti" r".tn Blaney waa alreaaly planning how- to.repLace Lhe 'ratopr

e;pl- i".'ti"i.t iittt 
"orutoay 

roore to hi's iiking' Aiready the

6
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Lingmaker in the constitucnciesn his anbition qraa to becose
kingmaker in the Cabinet. The growilg conflict in the North
offered the means of defeating Lynrh r,/iLhin the Party.
,IHI: /;ANNA FAIL SPEECH IIAR

October 5th, 1968, in Derry is fast being recognised as
a turuing point in nodern Irish hietory. On that day the
Special Riot Squad of rhe R.U.C. baton charged a snal1 Civil
Rigtrte mareh in Duke St. Derry. I,later cannon drenched the
deflDnsEratora, score8 of i.nj ureti wnrc rushed to Altnagelvin
Itoapital and television film splashod the horror and brutal-
ity of the day on screeos throughoul the world. The Radio
Telefis f,ireann fil,n crew made a purticularly graphic and
detailed filn running oany risks in thc proceaa. Shock reg-
ietered throughout lreland. Dorry wfls the 0econd Civil Rigtts
wrrch since the campaign of marches wrs begun by the eatimated
three thousand who marched from Coalisland to Dungannon on
Auguat 24 th.

Tn contr.lsL to the Dungannor) rr,. (.tr, lrcrry mustered only
about thrce hundrcd rnarchera. T)r+, ,tr,,rrr.,t ic tlifference proved
to be lhe R.U.C. aLtitude i the l;',rt n.rr.lr h4d been blocked

ou th€ o tskirts af DJngannon alld lrr,t ,lirrtrr.rsed peaccfully at
the ur:ging of the o::ganisers; tbr lr, r, y nr:rrclt was ambushed.
by the R.U.C. from the t$o parts (r ilr,. Itrl'crr r and batotr*
charged in a deteroioed and pre-m, r!rir,.,i rr;rrner. Ci.riL Righ-
t6 derBnds had been met $ith Strlr. vi,rlr.rr|r, of a moat naked
and intolerable quality. The ', iolr.rrr.r. ,'l llrat day in Derry
not onLy indicated the deep split ir Ilrr. U0ionj6t party as to
hot, besi to deal vith civil rigLrr ,tr.r,r.r.,,t1l brrt opened a chap-
ter of bloori and terror unparal tr.ll.rt rn ttr{, shot-t and blcody
history of NorrherE lrelarld.

0ctobe:r 5th d;:ew nc off i"cir1 , .,r,xu..rl tr()rri tl.!e Duhlin Cov-
ernmeflt. It uaa an embartnsst rrg lrrr1,1,r.r1 i11r, aL a tin€ iihen
Government Ministers lrere heavily {,n1.rtir.rl pr,..ausdiug the pop-
ulation of the South to get ri-d ol t,rol,ort ional Representatiou
P.R. rra I one of the demande of tlrc r.ivil righta marehers in
Derry. Opponents of ehe aboliti0rr ol 1,.R. r{rere not alo$ to

ooint the forel an'l the e@tional rake-off ftom Derry !'€nt en-

il;iy-;;"i";E Ehc covernme't Pf,o?osition'

Derry undoubteill'y figures- i"- tlt.yu:l"e Gavernsent defeat

in thc October 15 ReferenEuo which followed' It wss the fitst
tic gince the G€neral iitJit" of 1957 rhat -cvent6 

in thc Nor-

th influencctl tt. "r""totii;-i; 
;;' south anil on that occaEion

;: i:i:;il i'ii""' r"ii-t'ad bten on the toPstde of the $ave6'

Thc lcsaon Yaa not ro"t 
"io--ii' 

Blaney' t'ho' aa Boon 's'the 
dust

.i=ai.-i.i.i.idun had ecrtled' Ea'lc hi6 firgt Dajot Pronounee-

rnt on thc North.

The ep'cch sird at target8 Noreh and South' To leve1 up

EhC RefcrenduE score an; lo-iiru encouragement to Nationalist

il;.;;;;;l;civn nigiti-u!-poi"tca o"i th't the civil RiBhtB

Asaociation had not got-iie'-uniti of rreland.on ire list of

ileoends. With his ty" ti-t"i"tion within fianne Fail in the

south he attackcd tt'e otxtiii-ielaas8 Eeetings as futile and

iliilu"i.r- i-i.-""".iti.i-!f 
- 
fire natiooal eoverci gntv cl ain' The

eDeech proclairctt ltaneiia realiastion thet events in thc North

"fiii"u'"iii-;o 
affect p"ritii" io the south and that in that

cv.ot rianaa tr'ail had ;;-;;-;; tie rigtrt eide in Eerms of the

polit{ical apin-off. rii"-ta"i"t to tie Psrty would be to play

rhc cEeeo card anit t" "iip-irt"-iy"ch-o'Nei11 
parleye acrorg the

Boriter. Political *i"Jftit ii'ot ttt" -bcBinning'. 
tt'":: :l-:I"

;;i;" io"ti" rla-'t-itil, iotttptetrd th' epeechee a8 alned

.i ,ro"."tiog LYnch as Taoiseach'

Hia nert .Pecch catE ftoo Dcrry in Januarv 1969' Rcninding

hia audicnce of thG teffi "i-it'"-c"i"i"'"nt- 
of rreland Act'1920'

;.-";ii;-i;. it" ".ttiriuutnt 
of a council of rrcland beteeen

Dubl in arral Bclta3t ot "-i"i"ttf 
Coulcil comprieing the Govcrn-

ueot! of Bclfast, Dt'blio ;;i- w"gtcinater ' in Dublin Lynch re-

oained 8ilent

At a Fiaane Fail Convantion io'. SPring' 1969t Blancy agarn

co@nileal hiurelf a. n n"iii"." rreland by a r,.11 tiGd attack

on captain orNeillb ";:;iil;t;;;r' .io' to* vearB caPtaia
' orNeill ha<l tua 

"r, 
."',il"iltr-;;4.il" aiocd at proaleytiaing

8
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niddle-class Catholic votera to switch their aLlegianee to his
new-look Unionist Party. IIie Progranme to Enlist the People
and Civic Week6 had had good reaults already iu thie direction
and the General Eleetion cal1ed in late February would, hope-
fully, bring in the harvest.

orNeillrs hopes were threatened by the spreading civil
rights conflict and the right-wing opposition of herdliners
like Ian Paisley. The biggest threat he had to face rraa the
split in Unionisn to which the effeets of civil rights caoe
aecond. Blaneyrs words, addressed ro Catholics and appealing
to them to avoid all Unionist candidates, would have littlerif
any, inpact on 0rNeillrs chances but they wouLd make official
rel.ations betrreen Stornont and Dublin npre difficult. ltre
split betrreen Blaney and Lynch was again widely noted in the
pre88.

If the reeults of the General El.ection [n the North dis-
appointed OrNeill, they shocked Eianna FaiL. Tlle Nationalist
Party, Fianna Failre traditional camp-foltower in the North,
had been virtually eclipsed in the election. Blaney's o1d
friend Eddie McAteer, leader of the Nationalists, had lost his
seat in Derry to John llEme. More and more the Civil Rights
l,[ovement was setting the pace and more and unpe eventB in the
North caught the attention of people in the South. Not conEnt
to speak about the North Blaney could see the need for Eianna
Fail to get sooe 6ay or control in the decieion naking proceas
inside the North. Kevin Boland reca1l"6 of thia period that
ttue eoneidez,ed the establielment of Fianna FaiL on the othet
eide of the Border and lad almoat decided that thie ntght tanse
to be done. tt

ehio of events in the North change hands a6

::;:';'";-;;i;"i;*: rhe queation a'as hot'?
it was in the ifl-

At this Period also the first tentative contact betweefl

Fianna Fail and rhe I.R.A.";.;k-;iace. A.businessman in sorth

Derry apPrrrached the o/c;f the area and intimated that there

;;:';fii;-;"'o", tt'" uoiier !'ill-ins to helP-out with aros

;;-;;;. Both Ehe bu"i""t""tt and the r'R'A' leadersgere

known to each other t"d ;;;-;;;t"e of the offer wag traceable

back to Blaney in oootg"i'- the o/c reported back to I'R'A'
;:q: il o'riiii,."a it.i'i-a""ii"il there-to pl'av.alons $ith the

contact in order ao o'"ci, lt-'oit abotlt the-background and

notivation of the 6udden-;;;";: 
- 

very little-came from this

;;;;-;; the tioe. The warineas of the r 'R'A' regponse

coupled rrith the 
"oting 

-;!""Iti--ii""tio" in the south' rrhich

rrould keep Blarey busv t';;";;;; *"it'" ' alloweil the oatter die"

It was only after the dramatic events of. August 169-that

the contact rras Eo be ";il";iy;;;"'ed 
through-the same busin-

esenan and to lead tt 
" 

't"tiiilg- 
uett'een the i'n-l' o/c and

Blaney at alin in SeptemUer tid to t further and final meet-

inc in october at the d;i;;";;" Ilotel in Dublin' An alleged

;::.i;t;"i;;"1-rsie, t'i'i"i-"tt'""' contacts rrom both sides

as outlined io .o too"vll;;;;;;; tttiitrta ttFidtnla FaiL ad'

the I.R.A.'' and dealt "ti-r" 
t""i ttttt"t iletail in the 'sun-

il; Ti;;;;, ineigtlt book-i'u1scer" never in fact took place'

In the run up to the June General Election events ifl Ehe

North atid not inPinge -'"t'- t" public opinion in the South'

il#r":;"i:;"i*ii"i-t'il-i"l'"lJi"g speeches' possibrv ror rear

of conjuring up the Lyn;h:nraney alrit in, rhe.nidg of the

;i";;;;;;;;"a'po""itiv-u"cause' hii speech writer in chief '
Seami.s Brady' wae busy o"-oitttt '"p""t" 

of policy concerned

grith the eLecEiong.

Brady haal been profeseional-ly engaged by 
-Fianna 

Fail to

t"rp i,-rir,'orrt ecripts auring the ieferendum of 1968 and at

orevious Ard Fheiseann"-"i--Ei'i"" r'ir' An experienced jour-

il;i;;ffi;; ;;ili;c ih"toric ua8 e reatur€ or Blinev ecripts

on the North t" ,r." oor'u-""-iry engaged turning out'the .phrases <

10

fhe reaeon given by Boland for this attitude - that there
had been no talk of unification during the election in the Nor-
th - I^rould be the justification. The real reason would be
the danger inherent to Fianna Fail's political grip in the Sou-
th if events in the North conti-nued to be dictated by ppople
rrith 1itt1e political symparhy with Fianna Fail. Ir uas as
mrch in the objective interest of Fianna Fail that the leader-
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the trcd-scare' scripts that LTerc to
vance jn ttre tor.rns anci cities. The
ploying tlrroughout the l.-:ountry under
For Blaney, al locating the finances
where help vas needed most around the
must wait "

Arlur,I rras in a state of unpreparedne6s. 81000 men wae

tel serving; equipoent waa o1d and unreliablel 5O0

crack troops lrere on U.N. duty in Cyprus and would takc
least four day8 to rePatriate.

thc to-
of the

at

An iuvagion linited to Derry would unleash pogromo 1n

Eany other Parts of the North' Particularly in Belfast' It
was either lu1l invasion or nothiflg. A compromise would be

to ask the Britiah C,overnment to allolr the Irish Arluy enter
the North to Protlct Catholic areae in the event of a general

confla8ration' fti. lras agrecd to. But it was not enough

in iteetf. A strong, draruatic gesture wae needed to capture
the public inagination. Somebod, rcmembered De Valera had

acnt fire brigitlee over the Border to Belfast during thc bl-
itz, vhy nol qrtalmce tlnt Mtli/barg Field Hoepitale uere
iii"g ""i,a 

along tta Botdet? Yea, of course. Thie would

also- faciliiate the novernent of more Arruy unit' towards thc
North. A1so, a call-uP of firet linc reecrvists would re-
aa8ure thc public that the Governn€nE waa on thc job'

Thc Governnent could agrea ag well oo the dangers now

faciag it. Onc of these was the I.R.A. Already in carly
Auguel Mr. Lynch had net the Editors of Ehe varioua newa-
palers and asked then flot to publicise Etateoents fron the
i.i.a" o" their doings in the south. This request related
ii ijn.n. actions anA threat of further action against for:
eign ownershiP of land in Ireland.

hait the Labour Part.y ad-
Donegal "Mafia" were da-
thei r redouhtable 1e adar.
and chartiflg the areas
26 Counti es, thc North

In al 1 of thi.s period, up to arrd following Ehe June Geu_eral Election, Lynch spoke not ar a1i about the North. FoIlow-ing the election, with political life in rhe South ai a low
ebb, he was joined iri his silence by Blaney. August in Derry
was to mark the next stage in the leadership crisis inside
Fianna Fai1.

DAYS OI' DECISION

Streel I'ighting \+'as generai in Lrerry when tlie first ofthe eftergenc:y Cabinet meetings was held in Dublin at 11,OOa.n.
on the mornt'.ng of August 13th 1969. The massive outbreak of
rrioilenc:e jlr De.r ry and jhe public response in the South presen-
ted tlle Govr,,'nment with serious problerrs. Not only was thetuture ('f the Government fe,t-t to be at stake but also that ofthe Fianna Fa il Party,

For Jack Lynch, who sununoned the meeting, the problem las
eten more serious and irmnediate," his oum sut tsixaT. as laois_
eaeh L,tas irnparilled .by an outbreak he Vnd done absolutely rot-
hing Lo prepare agatnst in politieal terms, He was facedwith the accusing eyes of Blaney and Boland, and, as the neet-
r-ng commenced, felt the fu11 weight of Haughey, his arch_rival,in support of their demands. The knives iere'well and trulyout and Lynch knew it. The question of a leadership tussle
never arose: the erisis demanded irmadiate ar:tion aid Lynch
cctnceded po-int after poi.nt as he ptay ed for ti,me ,

Gcrve:nment statenent wps ne eded
r"ul'mittcd by the Civil (ervice.
Ilere was the crux, Should the
report read to the Cabinet saved

In t'{arch of that year the buraing out of a proPerty oh'n-

cd by a German ia Co. Meath led to a furore in the we6t Ger-
nan iarliament. on June 11' estates owrldd by foreigners at
Duflleerr Co. Louth, and at Carlanstoun and at Bal'lymacgarvey
near Keila in ueath were hit by I"R.A. action. Lynch had

tradcd atrEemente with the I.R.A. on the issue of foreign
ownership buu hail ptobably come off second best with the sm-

all fartnere deuanding land in Lo'rth and Meath.

Fearing that the I.R.A. nighE 8teatr Govern$ent thunder
on the eensitive ieeue of land buying by foreignera, Lynch

L2

There r,,ere areas of a€ireemen!. A st rnng all -Republican
- even stronBer than lhe draf,t

Some ac t ion r^,as needed.
Ar,rU go lnto Derty? The Army
Lynch's point of view as the
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had gumoned Ehe nerrspaper and televieion editors to his off-
icc, and, in requeeting them to play dordrr I.R.A. statement8,
nrfltioned in passing that such mention !ra6 illega1. The
ncdia took the caution grudgingly.

Long years of negLect left the Cabinet in the realms of
8ues8lrork rehen it came to understanding the Eotivating facbrs
peraonalities or telative organisational strengths aoong the
uinority in the North. One thing only was certein: Fiawn
Fail's traditional aLLy, the Natioralist p@ty, Mo at a dil-
courtt. Ite threat posed by the Republican Movenent and the
search for a Deans to counteract it was to be further digcuss-
ed at Cabinet meetings and lead to a fateful decision on 15th
August. Meanwhil e the Arny Intelligence Service and that of
the Garda Siochana would be instrucEed to concentrate on the
I.R.A. on both sides of the Bordrr.

The Governraent staceEent, read out by the Taoieeech on
radio and televieion electrified an already tense country.

"Ihe Stot tnont Gooenuwmt ie coidently r,o Longe" in con-
trgl of the siantion, uhich ia the ineDitable outeorc of poL-
iciee ptreued for docafiee fu thau lhe Gooennaent of l"Aold
c@, no Longer etand by.

"It ie oboious that the R.U.C.
an inpantial poliee fo"ce.

is no Longet accepted aa

llhe etrploynent of Br.itish troops ie urncceptable and not
Likely to ?eebre pedeeful cond.itlotts,

"Ihe Gooerrvnent of freland haoe tequested the fu.itieh Gors-
enmefit to applA to the United Nations fot, urgent deepateh of

a paaee'keeping fotee to the Sia Ct'tunties' ahd' tiic lrieh Pet-

nwfleftt Rep"e\entdtlte @ the lh'fited l;tal;iatts hc'e ba*a *nabruc-
'{"'i ii'tiiri the sectetary-General of thia 7'?q1iast""'

'tltuny injuted do tnt wish to be treated 1n Sit qotgt!
xo"p*oZi", eo" Iilah Armg- cutloz-ities fnt-e be€n inetnaeted to

)i,iifr."t flrti iuit"i,"i) w"n7"t' and' other Paints an tte
kttdex ulete neeeaaar4!,.,.. tt

fhc contcntr terminology and tone of the. statement aIl'

indicatcd a oajor confro"taiio" with Britain in the making'

rigiiiie-rt ,.itv i,,t"o'iii"a folloving the broadcast and

ruDurs arrcpt the Botrrie ihtt tttt Irieh Aruy waa on ica way

.II]r-.i"-i".a"r. "ritttti"g went on through the night and

inro the next day. n"E,lgt"I and wounded crogged thc Border

""i-.-pi[ 
of emke fron iurning 

. 
buildinga ninglcd with the

cloude of c.s. 8as over thc Bogside'

On the evening of August 14th with the.bsttle str+l in
tt" tiit""u tt,"- iiE.a"a n:specialr wcrc raob il'.i a ed and began

to Bhanblc in drovee ao"tal the barricadeir-attround'iirg th'
B"g;il; Beforc they could be fully comiteed' trordever ' to

the amazerent of n.U.c. ana tB' men, lorry loads- bf 
. 
B'Ii:i"h

;;;";;;;-;eplovea in the flaeh point area' rhe lr.ops
ordets Lrere to contain the outbreak end ae- the R;U'C': ietuct-
;;;i;-"i;h;""v, coronet iodd, comanding the nriti:!:f 

r 
tt::!: 

:
g,rrtlot".a thai there woultl be no attemPt to breac'h:qhc barr-

i;;e;;: Two daye of almst continuoua fighting' gev' wsv to
;-;i;;; of rrild l"r.utoti""" rhe R'u'c' ;nd B:specidr!"
Erailitional and hated ;;;;i;" ' ita "t rt"t been ''dd'6eal9d' -
Senething big harl uee" 

-tt"otpii 
shed by the Bo Es id'rii;*tx'meelf

,h.a ,ro ine eould say uirh any cerEainty

Sverl ag the BogBiders celebraLed'o al-i iicl1 was breaking

lc,-rse in Bel"fast. ktlat bed rerr:ir'ed a brick snd bot:le oper-

;;t;; i; Derry with the exception of tl'o sbots fired by a cor-

$er€d R.U.C. SetgeanE quickly ca$e to grins .and liulleta 'in
;;i;;.;: rn a iight "r "iri cc::fusian and tertor at leaet
i""^r""rr" ai"J, tti"a."aa of, housea vere bur:rcd and thouqando

llith the North a coqlete terra incognita as far ae Fia-
nna Fail influence was coacerned, the I.R.A. could play a role
there which night quickly raake it a political rival in the
South. Just hon much control or influence the Republican
Movement had in the decieion making areas in th. NorEh tras rnt
known.
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of refugees flcd to eafety inside the barricedee of thc Fal1s
or south ov€r the Border. The abiding feeling of defence-
leseneea was reborn in the mindg of the minority following a
night when they faced sectarian cobs !.cd vcry often by gra4,e
of R.U.C. and B-Spec ia1a.

Proninent Northrrn leader8 began to appcar s.t thc a1!D€t
nightly publie meetinga ia 0rConuel1 Streer, Ilublin,apppclhg
opcnly for arne for defcncc" It wae againat this t,achground
ofuproar in thc North aod vocifcrou8 dcnnands for arE€d intar-
vcation froo th. South that the Cabinet In€r on Fridsy, 15th
Augurt.

Io thc interval betwcerr the meetings Dr.. Itilt*ry had
flonn to London and been eharply rebukcd and r.pulesd on the
qu.6Eion of e Unitcd Nations pcace kecping f,orce anywhere in
the North, Northern Irctand wns an interuel. affair: of the
Ilnitcd Kingdou and would reuain so, he rsaa tol.d. Sharp crit-
iciau was algo forthcoming ou the tone of ?:ha Govarnnent Btste-
EcnE aad the Dve8ient of tt,oops to the Bot:dc.r. On€ of r-ho
firet dccisions was that Dr" Hillcry uould go tb thc &rited
Nations to raise the natter at the Sec$rity Cotruci 1 ttlcrc.

aree of power in the Nortii" Anii, in the military situation

"or-"p.""a 
up' the I.R.A' lcomeci as a disti,rct threat' At

a1i costs thl golden opportuniti' for the 1'R'A' to make pol-
itical capital must be aborted' but how? Governme-nr money

i.a-i. i"'*"ae available ro d3a1 with distress and lhis unney
.roor-rfJ ft"". to be carefully spe t to win frej'nds for the Gov-

erflment.

Finally, it was 'lecided tc prcvide ilOO'OO0 from Excheq

uer funis.foi relief and to appoiot a special Cabinet Sub-

;;;i;;;;'-;; leal with the wltle problem ot the North' rhe

menbers of thi6 Sub-coflmittee were to be Neil-Blaney' Padraig

tr'aulkner, Joe BreEnan' iuiose eonstituencies Lay along th9

Bovdet') and the Minister-for Finance, Charles tlaugbey (uho lnd

,trZir' wiiin"i! ec,nnections) ' The functions of this sub-

i"*iia".- """ril be many-sided and not specificalLy limited
to Cabinet or Governmeni oPeralions' Already' Blaney c-ould

;;r;;;li.;; oe.e irooi ainons businessmen supporters of the

e"i..^i'.ht to collect un aii-pu.pose fund to buy influence in
ifre-councits of the minority in the Nonth'

Mr. Haushev. recalling the Sub-Connrictee's brief during
.no e.*u itrli 'llii, ,we ;e?e git:en inst:"t"'ctions thaL de sh-

;;ii-d;;"i;;-ine 'na'*'n ioeeibie contcatg aith persons iwide
1i"--s;i 5s7)n7i.e s and t"a'ard inform ourseloes as rntch a€ poss-

;;i"-; u';i,nts, politicLt at"o7 oiher dettelopnents" oithin the

Sia County arettt "

Another sraior Cabinet decision was the Propaganda Corps

a. f.."""t't." iatiui".tloo,f attack on Brilain on the question
.i i;..-.ilfci in lreland. A round score of Public Relations
*"i :' iti ,i"t t:t:o of then dt'aum from Sl:a brz or Semi'State Con'

)lir:""' "L"n- "Lt.ead!" 
being conl;ae-te'd for the opet'ation '

As the Cabiael adjor.rr:ned Ha''rghey and Blanev had er"ery

rea.6on to be satisfied - despite the wa:l'k-out earlier of Kev-

i;;;i.;l on it" qr,uution of senriing the lrish Armv over the

;;.;;;. They weie in virtual conE;ol of cevernment Folicy
to*.tds the N;rth and had a vide and elasric brief whlch tsou-

ld al1ow them maximuni room for manoel'vre '

Meanrhile thc Aftry would cornplele prepsrationa to be av-
ai.lable to intervene ?ith Britain'e p*rrrniaeion in the evcnt of
a complcte brcakdotr'rl. The Cardel rcculd bc instructed by the
Minister for Juetice to Eurn * blirrd ey€ to thc unofficial
rcve&ant of arna across the Ba:der to hclp the defcnee of min-"
ority areaa. The lliniater for fi,e f cuce vould iunrediately put
in hand a recruitiag and re-cquipuent driwr: to b:.itrg the rcg-
ular Arnry up to full cctabliihn€nr strengrtr. (An a&sertiei.ng
ageficA Boon eonxested tTtts Cqbir'et desisitm inttt the t,Mightg
Mightrg R*tgen" ulto beeone eo fontliar a aight on teletyte;on-
conmeycials. )

The problcn of oouc daya ago had bccom cven bigger now"
Eoo aoao the Cabinet fn aaBe"t ite tnfl.uence ii the deeieion
aktng a?eao in the Nonth? The Civil Righta Aaeociation was

onc influcntial body rrhcrc the Cfv€rnment had no influence.
the ua:gtrrooming Defcnce Aasoeiatione rrcre anoth.t eignificant

15.
Ltl



;TTE CABINET SUB-COM}'IITTEE

The Cabinet Sub-Comrittee on the North comprising of Pad-
raig Faulkner, Joe Brennan, Charles llaughey and Neil Blaney,
lras the Governx0ent reaction to the crisis in the North. fhis
Sub-Comittee it was which Eet with and fused the rcaction of
the Fianna Fail party and backers with that of the Government.

The exact brief of the Sub-Conrni E tee was never made kmwn
by the Covernment even to the Dail Cossnittee of Inquiry, but
its scope was general and all-embracing It had at ite comsrd
not just the fund provided by the Gcvernrnent but the aubstanr
ir,i sume of money which began to flow into a general purposes
fund from the Partyrs business backers. The liuriting of the
DaiL Comittee of Inquiry into investigating the Government r s
E1OO,0O0 led to a complete distortion of the naturc and scope
of the operation launched from Dublin in the closing weeks of
Auguat 1959.

The naster plan ot the Sub-Condittee was eimply to lrget

in,,. Every area or iotiul"""- "nd 
decieion-raking iaside the

North both eatablilhea ;;-;;;";iti trrust 
-be - 

infil trated and

taken over where Pos6ibi'"' 
' uo longer must the Fianua Eail

c,overnment or Party t" tl'tt't"L'"J-oi -a""i"io-"s taken b'y civ-

i1 Richts or Republican ttgt"i"tiil"" in the North' The Gov-

:;;$"il'.ir"'pti"tt" Partv funtl would provide the neana'

Ihe Plan wag as follows: fhe, try9t", Anry Intellt)gence aec-

tion. ddect ba tlu epecii- ii"d" inte.Lltgenee .1-quad 
aent ooet

the 
-turde? wulit ooncen#aiJoi t'n'a'-.pZraonyeJ an'd avnpath'

ieere on both eilea of {W- aoia"" ' Ttia *:L-d discote" eoaa-

thtna dieeotseruble dbout'iheit eofltacte t c"oll-botdct ?outea t
";;fr;;'r;'-;;. rt'i"'ai""i"r ,oulil bL of .criticial ircport-

ance in foiling .ov ,":'i-ii]i-uv i'n'l' :"i::^f-'the 
south

ecto38 the border in ttre evcnt oi a future escalation of trou-

blc ineide th. North'

Concurrenct,iththiBdriveagainetthcl.R.A.FiannaFail
ocraonnel, armed with 

""-"nl- 'oufa-tuiId 
up contacta ingide the

itorth and holp iafluenc"'"i "tg"ir";tion 
which-would take it8

oolitical lcail from Fianna FaiI' Peraonalitiee erDenable to

iianna rail would be utt"itti-it' etoiiottt"" :h::"th Ehe activ- '

itiee of ttria organieatiJi' 
- I ot'"p"p"t would be apecially

foundeil to Promte tt'" gl'"t"r"ot: ""lii'"" - "r this Plan and gi-

ve a lcad to public tPiiil;:-- ro"iirr"g"r" radio station \ould

be beaned on the North 
'ii"tirt"t 'tt"-ptiptg"oa' 3f the i1lega1

radioa operating in ttre iliiii"-t"a -rlrtasi' - 
The civil Rigtte

Aseociation soulil be i"fii[ttt"a and t'aken. over if poseible'

slowlv but lurelv thc ;:;i;";-;; v""t" to"ra be eroded and rnin-

otitv public opinion tlli""i-'g"rit ie of ord to thc political
advite- of Fianna Pail '

InthefinglstagesofthecaupaignwhenRepublicarr.lCilil
Rights and socialist git"ii"g"-t'ti Leei aufiicientlv seakened

the red scare bosev "til;';i;i";-int- 
jou and Fianna Tailre grip

ii-"ruot, in the Nor th aaaured'

The uain agente of the "get inr'-caupaign !'ould be Captain

Jauee l{elly .,,a s"t-"'si"iy''iiti"y'" confiaante and apeech-
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Padraig Faulkner made contact ,irith Belfast I.R.A. men
through the directors of the G.E"C. in his home town of Dun-
leer: Neil Blaney made contact with Saor Bir:e through the
Citizens Cormittee located in a house in Kildare Stteet (eince
demolished), the use of which was donated to the Cormittee by
the New Ireland Asguranee Co, Haughey made initial contact
nith the Chief of Staff of rhe LR.A. rlrrough his brorher pad-
raig at a venue in London. The one Cornnittee member who see-
med to remain inactive was Joe Brennan.

Ftom the oerg begirmtrq offieial Gooeyrlnent aetiott nring-
Led t>ith pri.tsate Pazty action and offtcial fund.e with pt"toate
funls. ALL of the initiatitses takenn houeoer, uhethet, tith
thc I.R.A. or Saor Eire contacte, uere takett und,er the aegie
of the Sub-Cotwittee otd directed by ita.nenbere,

A11 of these contacts were made with a single objective:
to eomeLan obtain a substqntiaZ supplg of arms through illegl
elannele and dtstribute then l;lnoughout the North. ?he guns
themseloes uere but a detail in a rm,ste? plan tlat sloulg un-
folded thtough September, Oetobe" L969.
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writer. Captain Kel1y was already at work along the Border
collecting intelligence on the I.R.A. He would now ger a
briefing to equip hin for the job of building up an organis-
ation illside the North to replace the one he was busily col-
leeting inforrnation on al.ong the Border: the anly appoa'eflt
&tifez,ence aould be one of political alleg'icnce.

llaughey had put Seamus tsrady on the team as early as 15th
August. In his evidence to the Dail lnquiry the Head of the
Government Information Bureau recalled: ttThe firat infornat-
ion I lad about W. Bz,adg t s Be1.ection and appointment: . "ltnl
a,8 a ?eeult of a eastal neeting on Fniday, August l,,trtth the
then Mtnister for Einance, W. C.,1, tlaughey, u\o inforned ne
that he lwd az.ranged for W, Brady to jtsin the Bu?eau f6e the
duyatton' at a fee of t2O0 per rnonth. " Seamus Brady repor&d
for duty ofl the C,overnment I s Propaganda Squad on Tuesday, Aug-
u8t 19th, and wag the only mernber of the squad selecEed to go
into the North ostensibly to collect Eaterial for the P,R.Os"
being sent all over the world.

Bradyrc first report, in late Augu6t, went to the Taois-
each through the lnformation Bureau Director. lt hsd nothing
to do nith explaining the situation in rhe North to the uorld:
it amounted to an intelligence report on the I..R"A. and the
composition of the various defence oroups springing up throrgh-
out the North.

Such was the need for accurate i.nformation at Governnent
Level that all types of people had been cormni.ssioned to do in-
telLigence work of this nature. Bradyo being near to the
Fianna Fail- maehine" was one of the first to be asked. In Bel -
fast a short time l-ater the political correspondent to the
Irish Press was engaged in a somewhat sirnilar Eask.

Bradyrs report confirmed that people r.7ho trad no previous
connection rrith the I.R.A. were training or looking f,or train-
ing io arms. Defence comlittees were sptinging up in all ar*
eag of tension. Speaking of the Defence Corrnittees Srady
noted tilet t'these cez,tainly incLuded f,R"A, men and fofine?

19

memba"s of the LR.A. both from the Fottias md the Fiftiee;
but theg alea included men of aome Loeal etanding, nietibere
of tle llationaliet parfu, ard buaineae and pnfeeeiot*el nen,
aLL of uhon felt the need for taking etepe to lwte nen vtth
dine ttained and axailable if the need for defance aLould
an'iee. "

Brady recalle the result of this report to th€ Taoie-
cach: nI uae aeked to meet the Dtrectot of Intelligence cttd
hie pereonal dasilt@rt, Captain Jones Kellgtt. Thug ras born
thr teao which wag to cerry out the evolving Easter Plan of
the Sub-Cormittees. Por the next few weeks Brady helped
Captain l(elly with intelligence work inside the llorth introd-
ucing hin to varioue pereons. It was during thia pcriod th-
ec the Defence Comitteee lrere seLected as the best poesible
power baee to reatore eigaificant Iianna Fail influcnce in
the North.

lieaawhile Eves trre bcing oade in public to cut off the
flood of financial assistance going to various branchee of
the Republican l,loveDent. On Auguat 21Bt the Government In-
fornat ion Bureau announced that funde for the relief of dis-
tregg in the North would be handled Eaialy by the Iriah Rcd
Cross. Already the British Red CroBa had refueed pcroisebn
to the Irish Rcd Cross to distribute relief directly in the
North but arrang.mnts had bcen nade to do eo indircctly.

A rtltaDnt by thc Prcaident of thc Red Crosa, Leelic
B€an D'e Barra, in th. public prees, iuplied that any aid not
channelled through her organisation was falling into dishon-
e8f hand6. A Government InforDation Bureau stateEent also
seid that the rrNorthern Defence 8und" being collectetl by Rep-
ublieans wae going into illegal hands.

One of the first aid transactions in the Government-Red
Cooee pipeline into the North were quite genuine. On October
9th, Charlcs llau8hey directed that t20,OO0 be paid to the Ed
Creee in Dublin. Thie anount nae traneferred to the Itrnster
and Leineter Bank in High Street, Balfast, on the saBe day
end lodged to the account of the Belfast Refugec Re-fstablieh-
dnt Co@ittee which had approached the Govex 0eE' in DuS,l in
for ageistance. 
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THE I.R.A. fuNWS

The I.R.A.rs first reaction to the eventa of August was
one of nilitary action. The decision was taken to arm and
equip four active service units (aLL tlat coulC be m)ateTed
vtth the totaL ume ,.etaining in the 26 Countiee) arrd send th-
em to the border. The imlediate idea was to take the press-
ure off the besieged ninority areas in Belfast and Derry,and
to this end sone of the old L957 Campaign blue-print wai ex-
humed and examined as to its ni].itary feasability and with a
view to lining up military targets in the border regions.

By the tine these units had assembled at the bordcr and
gathered the nilitary intelligence neceasary for their oper-
ations, the Belfast pogron had ceased and tle need for a bor-
der canpaign - however .limited - had obviously gone. Holrever,
the active service men lrere finally ready to more on the ev-
ening of Sunday, August 17th, aunng thern Sean Macstiofain,
then I.R.A. Director of Inrelligence, who had bade his wife
farewell at their An Uainh houre earlier rhat week.

Army on the borCer, so Goulding realised Ehat a mistake now

the form of a border campaign could mean the end of the I"R
;;'r;;L';";e tnil-iii order io take t?La pressu,e o-ff Belfaet
;;r';;;;;-";t-dated one and se'b dl'out chartsins 'i1;^

The men on the border, however, '0"''t "o involved in theit
,ifia..y f."pu"*tint" ttrat the ctrange in the Northern politic-
ui .rro"pir"." barely registered witi' them' The ' o5gacis a tion
;; ;r;h'ih"y t"ru ,enbers h3d sutfered a uroral"" set-back in
;;.-;;;k ,rp to ttut sundav, and Ehev were determineq-to Yke

"p-t.t"irr"'a 
iy itt* u".io"s'they trad carefully,p-l"anned' " They

felt bitter that the peopte 11tro were now cri ti-b:i-s in8' them ab-

ol,rt ah"i. lack of utru 'Lt" ihe same people who had'not con-

i.it"a.i to a sollec.tion for years, wtro would not wear'an Eas-

;;;";ii; ;; ;"; ;;" ;u"it"a-rli't'""n't; but who weie now selr-
n-n^'inte.l m'i l itarv "a..a"*i"tt. 

Their intended actions that
:iilffi1.;;';;;i6,ea-;;-;ui-it'e t'R'A."-back. in, the political
llli]"'-"sli"ri [i " 

ilo.ar., Ini ii.ir" a b]ow at the traditional
:;il;: ""ii; i'.n,nl' t,ri'uiln iicuiea or runnins'awav.:.'now
iii"y'n..e dbout to refute this in the only manner they' Kne

how.

Goulding sent advance word of his decisi.on to the border

and set out for uo.ti, r,oiit''- it-"""r i" t.l.re 
. 
olderi;and :ti'a1"itt

irs togic Eo rhe !;€n on the sround" . . Ih" .id99':,! ".."-l1lli-it'
the plinner! striks agair,st the British 'ind Northern -::l:1";" 

^..ment; ln'as not \,e11 receivdd by the ictivetservi'ce merl a4d 'they

felt betraved at not being aliowed the chance'they had"'L'1aited

Gouldingts first calL was at a farmhouse near the l-outh-'
Atr.e;-;;;;;; and his arrival there was heralded over'the

"rfti"-trif.f. 
radio linkiiig the perimeter.guarC to ths house

i;;"ii. The inrnediate relctiol of'the o/C in' the house wasl'
;Gi.ot'tn" ----", an indication of the unpbpularity of the or-
der rather than the man who issued it' ' However' Goulding - '

uiioa" i"to the farmhouse tiiihou! being shot and calmry ex-

,i.i""a-lt" "hang. 
in the situation in BeLfast and in the Nor-

'ai-g"r"t.if y, pofnting out the pclitical and militarv necessity

in

Meanwhile, in Dubl.in, Cathal Gouldiog sa!, the change in
the Northern situation and he realised that nor that a iu1l
had come in Belfast, military activiry by the I.R.A. on the
border eould onl.y be counter-produc t ive. He feered that it
would lead to a resuoption of the Belfast pogrou and he knew
that people there behind the barricade8 were inadequately
armed to resi6t further attack. The consequent slaughter
rrould be bla:oed on the I.R.A. and the Repubfican Movenent wo-
u1d be discrcdited in the eyee of the Northern people rther$yleaving the way open for lianna Fail ro f il.I ttc nepuUtican 

-

gap.

The evente of the previous.ireek had left the I.R,A. in
poor standing among the Northern ninority, becauae the popul-
ar 6tory at the tine rras that the Belfast l.R.A.tryrad Let the
people doun't, and the dead Catholics in Belfast were used to
prove the point. The Fianna Fail Cabinet wae playing the
Northern card at the time and they had stationei tire irish
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for refraining froo border activity at that tine. The Politir
al education process of the I.R.A. over the previoue nuuber of
yeare etood to him, and two active service units kitted out in
the kitchen renembering that war was but an extension of Pol-
itics, laid down their equipnent albeit grudgingly.

Horrever, no aooner had Gouldingra point of view been ex-
plained and his order both obeyed and undersEoodr than the
giren of the Croesnaglen R.U.C. station vas heard at the farm-
houee in th6 still evening air. Ooe of the active eervice
unite had left another farmtrouse earlier and unarrare of the
change of order they had struck at their targeq end the Cross-
maglen airenie wailing for help seemed to be echoing froo ev-
ery R.U.C. station siren in South Arnagh.

No help waa needed, hovever, becauae the raiding party had
failed in their objective. They had stolen a ana1l lorry'
packed it with exploeives and driven the lot across the front
lawn of the barracke, parking it near the front of the building
The idea had been to detonate the lorryre cont€nt8 by exploding
a grenade under it, but when the granade lras thrown nothing
happened, much to the relief of the R.U.c. rod a loca1 drunk
they rrere questioning in the station at the tioe.

Without any nearby firing cover" rrith the exploeive power
of the lorry obvioasly doroant, anci with the element of surpri-
se now distinctly dieappearing, the unit had no oPtion but to
eaLl off thc attack and withdraw. As they did so, a tB' man
on look-out duty at the station eoptied his Sterling at theE'
but his aim was much nore erratic than that of his comradee in
Ehe Tynan platoon to the North, and the I.R.A. nade an orderty
retreat .

aignificance to the event. The I.R.A.rs 1969 border campaign

wae over without their having fired a shot.

On that sane Sunday, however, the I.R.A. were beginning
a earyaign of a different sort - a carupaign for-survival'
itril ilril"g Goulding had personally received his first indic-
ation of th- growing Fianna Fail interes! in the I'R'A' Fr'
Dore, then heia of the lri6h centre iu London, had contacred
hin anat said thaE he eould Put him in touch with an unlinited
supply of money which was available for the purchase of arms

if it-wae guaranteed that these arms would be sent directly b
the Six Cointiee. To arrange this, Fr. Dore said, it would
be necessary for a leading member of the I.R.A' to travel to
toodon to nlet rhe man who wae offering euch vagt sums of,mey'

The next norning (Monday August 18th) Goulding fleu to 
-

London aflal met Fr. Dore who ihen-introduced him to the I'R'A'rg
new benevolent benefactor - Padraic Haughey, brother of the
then Minister for Finance in the Free State Cabinet.

Goulding and Paclraic llaughey eiiecussed the situation in
the North at that time and Haughey indicated that he was wil'l-
ing to help. If Goulding was supplied with roney, could he in
trrio s.rppty the Northern people uith armo? Goulding said drat

this wolia- be no probleo if the nrcney was iorthcoming' alttDugh
he pointed out that the a[ount needed r'ras at least i5O'OO0' In
r"piy to this ltaughey handed him t1 ,5oo' plomised more withina
fe, i.ys, antl sai<t tiat the whole 850,00o woul-d be ohtained'
Goulding returfled tc Ireiand with the f1r5o0 and Put :i- t in the
Btaading arm8 f,und.

But noney was no good at that Eine to the hardest pressed
Bection of the I.R.A" - the men jn Belfast. They needed arms

and they needed them irmne{jiately. Tne 01C in ttre city had be-
en inteined in the Crumlin Road prieon eerlier lhat !'eek ' and

as 6oon as the pogrom ha<i gubsided the acting OlC sent a merber

of his etaff to D:ndaLk to obeain by whatever means possible
all a,:ailable arms from any sourc.e willtng to givn then' This
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In the event of a pursuit, the I.R.A. had arranged an am-
burh party near the border, but they were not needed, as the
lorry load of exploaives on their front lawn was enough Eo karP
the R.U.C. occupied for the rest of the evening. The whole
i.ncident lrarranted only ninor preras coverage the folloving dey
8nd even the CaEeron Comiagion Report did not attach Dajor



establi8hed that he vas the peraon representilg the BelfastI.R.A. - qn essential step to _take becanse of ihe Lange run-bet of indioiduals uho uete aleo posing as ubuld-be $r" oil,t-
ectota.

Recognieing the situation thc LB.A. officer played along
and eaid thst aL1 the Belfagt LR.A. were interest;d i., ,." tifight for Irish freedon, and that when freerlom ..ras achieved,
Naughton _and.qgyone else $ho felt 1i.ke it could ,,puah ao*ial-
iam, capitali1m o! any othet -ien.,, [Ie rellieed that thi8 a,a8
what Naughton wanted to hear, and he also reaLised that if
guna ever materielised frorn the promised uDDey, the people
holding those gunB would be able to qleci,le ae to their uee. fwell arned_I.R.A. night eurpriee the men trho sent Naughton arto its political awareoeas.

But Naughton wae delighted rrith the anarrera he receivcd,
and he aseured the Belfast Dan that the mney rras ag good , ason,ite way. Delighted also l,as the nan who sent Naughton.
fhig- wae Mr. Padraig Faulkner T.D., Miniater for Educition,rrho
had been appointed to the Cabinet Comittee on the North it"
previoue day. On the prdvioua day aleo the Comittee to which
Faulkner rras,sppointed had been given f.tOOrOOO nto prooiile aid
fon the oictine of the au"ent utteet in the Six Ciutttiea. n
Taca had urch mre than thir at it8 disposal et that tine, and
the proceede of thc llOO . plete dinnera in the Shelbourne Hot-
e1 were now to be uaed to devour the I.R.A. Itle call for eupp-ott had attracted the political vultures, who in any case haal
been hovering around the I.R.A. fron early sumcr. Faulkner
had sent Naughton to teEpt the I.R.A. into the political deert..

While the I.R.A. vere looking for arna, the Unionists rretr
looking for a way out. Following the Britieh Army r e arrivalin Belfest on August 15th, prime llinister Wileon sumoned Chi-
chester Clark to Downing Street to find out rrhat the Unionista
rere playiog at, and to tell hin what he intended to do by wayof a "lolution". Ttre reeting was echeduled for Tuesday, 19thAugust. A claah of opinion between the &ro Een rras inlvitat:.g
and one_of the nain points of controversy hinged on the frltureof the 'B' Specials. The Labour Cabinei'e Northern lrel.and
Comittee were united on their firer decieion - the Tefonn of
the police anrl the diebandirq of the tBt Spectala. For rhellnionietg to give in to the forner would bL unwiee; to agreeto th€ letter would be politi.cel suicide.

The Belfaet man sent the word out that the I.R.A. in Bel_fast needed arm6. The message reached many different people,
and by evening a motley aaaortment of arms ancient and rpdern
had been handed over to the I.R.A. Some of the stuff rrasobselete or in poor condition, much of which had been hoardedsince the forties, the thirties otr even the Ten war. Other
i.teme were brand new and in excellent conditior5 Some of which
came from the nost unlikely placee - a friendly carda Sergeant
passed on a box of .38 amnrnition. The situalion resenbled
an armS annesty - everything wa6 accepted and no questions
were asked.

The I.R.A.rs call for support reached beyond Dundalk _
-fron Dunleer came a nan offering to help, not by suppiying ar_
me but by eupplying money foo anns" Ihe felfast staff tEn lssnot particularly inferested in money that day, but when heheard the amounE of money being offered, his inEerest increas_ed. The man from Dunleer was a Mr, Nallghton, who is an exec_utive of the c.E.C. factory there, t.nrerl he was informed thatthe I.R.A. needed at least f5O,OOO h :fore they could enter theinternational arms Darker, Naughto , replied tirat the peopLe herepresented could supply i15O,OO0 and .'not miss it". He made1t clear fhat he was not in a position to supply this moneypersonally, although he appeared genuinely conclrnea about thedefence of the Nortbern minority.

He also made it clear that the people who were willing toauppl.y this money had no intention oi hanaing it out after thefashion of_Padraig Haughey, as he insisred oi asking the Bel_faat &en his opinions on various natters, including the I.R.Asaocialist policies, their poliricat irrooirur..ri - irr*tn" 26 C;;;_tiee, and the use to which the gun8 bougtrt from this promised
rcney would be. put.

?s
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The quest for accurate infonnation about-eveflta and tr-
enda in the North pro.'ua-th" oajor preoccupation of the Trish

Armv after August L5th. On or-dera'from the Government all'
;;'rr;;;-i" 

-;;;-;"rP" in the south were being questioned'

In early Septenber the Director of Arny lntelligeflce IEE

Cirarfei tr"rrgir"y in McKee Barraeks, Dublin' and. discussed fur-
;il;-i;.;i1i;"i't.. it'iti.tivee in ialation to the North' FroB

;;i; ;;;il'came the ilecision to use a relief centre set up

il'M";;;;;'.J-"op" ,itt, distress needg ag a clearing centre

io. i.talrig"nce on the Nor:th' Already Arny r'o's John

;;;s;;-;;; iirrb"t. prohan had rePorted on the suitabilitv of

;;:'M"";;;"" retief offile "t " ito"t for intelligence activ-
ities.

Haughey and Colonel Ilefferon agreed,to subsidiee the act-

i"iti."-Ii iue office to the extent of Eloo Per seek' The

ii."i-iroo was paid over on september 9th' Ttl idee r"rs thrE

il;-;Jiy "["oai.,rt. 
woula pay the costs of oaintaining the

office antl staff and r,"ip-p'Uii-"tt a mekly newssheet which

rsoul<i have the effect oi'.l."tlog rnany aided contacts inside

the North and thus eatablish a rigular flow of intelligence
through Monaghan. c.pt"ii- otott"i had nade arrangements with

tir" "I.ff 
in tiie Uonaghaa office to publ-ieh a newssheeE on

the proviao that he ,,o.,ii tttt'" the right to veto any article
;;; i;-t;;.t" for wti-ch he would pro'id" "unlimited" cash

backiog"

Meanwhil'o Seafi\ie Brad'y had been brisy on aaother parr of

the sane tront. e tootiui entitled "?ertot i'n Nottkerm fte-
tirra;- "o"rui"iag 

a wel.l written acccunt of the August pogron

i,' aetf"t was prr'ducec b1' hiur for tlte ce tral citizeas De-

i*r**- ino*i" t tee' in reliast' fire prcduction of the booklet

""i""..i-il. 
position of the r'1n salected to Fe?etrate the

;.;;:;. uy alrooring hiru to perforni effi*ient aad helpful ser:-

;i;;t; tnl comietie. The rnan selected was llugh Kennedy' a

r"ti i.io". rePreseREativ" t"rlnu North' kflorn to Brady who

TTIE SUB- COMMITTEE OF?ENSl\ry;Wtratever his personal views on the future of the Spec-
ials, Chichester Clark realised that he was so rmtch a priscr-
er of his own right wing that if he was to survive, so mrst
the Specials. He had no option but to oppoBe thei.r dirband-
i.rg. Wilson and his cabinet lrere adamant.

Despite the pressure that was on theo at that timer the
I.R.A. Army Council realised that the irreconcilable clash
bet$Ieen the StorEont and Westminster premiers coutrd be ex-
ploited to good effect, By Sunday Au8ust 17th they had a
Btateoent prepared explaining the role of the I.R.A.is Nor-
thern units in Ehe previous week's fighti.ng, illustrating
the pclitical lessons of the per:iod and pointing the way for-
rrard for Republicans "

At Ehat time there was little evidence that the I.R.A,
had been active in the North, and a public EtatemeDt fron th-
en would not only 8et the factual record straight" but if
euitably tined it could make it even harder for Chichester
Clark to accept the disbanding of the Specials. Goulding de-
cided to hold the statement and release it on the evening be-
fore the Downing Street meeting for optirmrm etfecl:ttAlready
No?therm wdtl of the fxiah Reptbltaan Anny lnnte been in
action in defence of the Lioes ctui lrcr,tes of the people ahich
lnnse been attacked by sectariot foraes" backed up by the tBl
Spectal:s. . . . . the Anny Couttcil has ',Laced aLL oolunteez's on
fuLL alert od has alreadg sent a rLwnber of tuLly eqtipped
unite to the aid of their conn ades in the Sis Coun'tiee..."tl

The statement had its desired effect on rhe Downing St;
reet meeting the following evening, although it was evenu.ral-
ly through a misunders tanding that Chichester Clark agreed
to the disbandment of the Specials. At home the statement
had an adverse effect both within and outside the ranks of
the I.R.A. - to Dany people it appeared a be:lated atteErpt at
juatifying the actions - or lack of ttrem - carried out dur-
ing the Belfast pogroms. By this time (August 19ch) the
pogroa was over, but the real action was only 'oeginning.
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rrorked for Bortl Bainne in a professional capacity and to Neil
Blaney, the llinister for Agriculture, in whose DePartment Bord
Bainne operated.

The full co8ts of printing the publication was borne by
the Government Information Bureau and over a thousand copies
were given free of eharge to Paddy Devlin llP .who distributed
then ;t the BriShton Labour Party Conference in october' Most

of the print o"d.. ,"ot to the c.c.D'c' to retail at 216 w}:.i-
le the g.t.n. kePt about ttr'o thousand for distribution abroad'
Ttre booklet earried no imprint as the source of the helP giv-
eD to the C.C.D.C. was to be kept as anon)rmous.

a glimpse of the grand design for the takeover of theNor-
ehern r;ela;d Civil Rights Association uas gi'rec by Corrigan
at this conference. Speaking as Chairman of the Dungannon
civil Rights Cormittee ilr. coirigan said - ttthat a nttnben of
rigional- Cit:iL Rights gt'ot^ps, such -as .those. in Fermmagh' c'tid'

D,igo*-rr, had only tenuous affiltation trt:th the r.r"d'fi'a',
oii an aliennd ccist'itut'ion ubuLd tightetn the orgctrtisettlon
in,:1 iernrLt discip Line dnd colltTol to be rnint{.ined. " [at'1 ier
thai month fifty 11 . affiiiation fees had been paid into the
C{vi1 Rights Aslociation H"Q. in Belfast and fi ft-v new mem-

bers from Dungannon regi stered.

Giving an exarnpLe of an unaffiliated civil rights grrrup 'Mr. Corrigin name<i the Monaghan Civil Rights group whictr Yoas

Tonned &iing the riots in nicl-August ond lw.d si.nce been or-
ganising ,"niirg" on the Cittil Rights conpaign in the South'tl
""rhe coitstituilZn of N.r.C.R.A. uae a stunbling block as it
did not perrnit sati'sfactotY ?epresenf.ation fxom Cioil Righbe
gtoups oitside Belfastr't Mr. Corrigan slid. A11 in all, Mr'
iorrigan represented a ve.luab1e shareholding by the Sub-

Cormriitee in the Civi.l Rights arena. Governmenr rDd Party
m>ney nould see tha.t this pronising foothold was maintained
and strengchened" Corrigan would figure prominantl5" in the
next bi8 Push just one week awaY.

Brady had already appeared in the Monaghan office aid
spoken of a need for a newspaper which would he "Civil Rights
and Republican but not I.R.A.rr Plans were goir'g aheal there
for a publicatiou of ihe newssheet sugges:ed by CaFtaiu Dro-
han but this worrlil ottly be a foolscar: sized publication and

obviousl-- did not meet the tequiremencs of Brady.

Kennedy now became Public Relations Officer to the C'CDC

and began the job of inage building for Tom Conaty' a whol'e-
sale Fiuit Irrporeer, who was now working closely both rtith
the Rev. Padraig Murphy and Kennedyrs political mentors in Dub-
lin. The airn was to replace Jim O'Su1livan with Tom Conaty
as Chairman of the C.C.D.Q. In the corrfused and disorgauised
atEosphere in Belfast sEill struggling to rerover from the
confusion of August and deal rith tha growing pressure from the
British Arrny and Bishop PhiJ.bi.n to take do\"n the barricades,
the Sub-Comnittee Penetration plan, backcd bv ihe resources of
the Dublin Government ' cut like a knif'. lhrough butter'

Success was also reported fror- ,ungannon - again bA BtadU ^
where Aidan Corrigan was proving olore thatt cooperetive in the
tleveloping enterp;ise. A booklet written Par:tly bY--Corr:igan
and partl] by nrady ttEye fu-t:nes s tn Ncrthern Trei'o":"vl't was the
next- publieation to be fi.nanced by che Government lnformation
Bureau" t333.5,3 was the cost of printing 5,OO0 coPj'es at
the Cityviel, Pres6, Dublir,, wi-th half going ro the G.I.B' and

the other half to the aurhot in lieu of, fee" 'fhi 8 latter
booklet, with a false imprint rPrinted and ptblished in the
Ptotlince of ULeter't" was launched at a press conference i=
Dublin on Sunday, ocEober 5th 1969, ar:ranged by Saarnus Brady
in Juryr s Hotel .

29

Ir, iLe e?eflE two editions of the newssheet etti-t'lel tUhe

Not tht' ai-d 6.1)peai at the end of sePtem-ber an<i beginning of
Oetober 'cy wlicii rirrte the ralief operation had finished and

ihe whole futuie oi ttre ofiice lras in doubt. t15o spenl by

Colonel Hefferon ';() purcha$e prf.rlting and cflice e'luipnenc
f or the Monaghan cf .f ice r+a-s s:::i i:te:i of f acd rhe Arr''y ?re se:-'.:e
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Captain Kelly had already made considerable progress to-
wards Bupplying the organiBation rdhi ch would se1l the paper.
The weekend of october 4/5 had been devoted to a conference
in Bail-ieborough, Co. Cavan, attended by representatives of
Defence Cormittees from many parts of the North, fhe stated
objective of the meeting was to set up ir c.ontrolling body for
all defence coonittees in the North, ard to discuss the pur-
chase of arms, The meeting took plrce in the Comnercial Hot-
el, Mair: Street, Bailieboroughn or."r-,ed by Vincent Ke11y, a
brother of the Captain. The firtrt rask Captain Kel1y had on
hand was to reassure the attendance that the sudden ending of
arms training of people from Derry at flort Dunree was only
temporary and occasioned by a newspaper inquiry to Army G.H.g
in Dubl-in. In order to maintain the secrecy of the operafion
the training Lras postponed for a short period.

The main question discussed was the funding of fu1I-time
persoonel in control of barricaded areas and the provision of
arma. The neeting was riddled with intrigue. A$ong the
attendafice were such people as Sean Keenan of Derry, Tom Mc
Gill, Belfast; Art MeAlinden, Billy Ke1ly, Belfast; Kevin
Mallon, Tyrone and Jim 0rSu11ivan, Belfast. With the I.R.A.

withdral,n as it was considered that proper cover had not been
naintained. The Monaghan office closed down finally in the
laet week of october.

Brady resigned from the Government Propaganda Squad on
September 21st to de,,,ote himself frrlLtirne to Ehe organisation
of a weekly nerlrspaper and mobile radio station, He did this
in consultation with llaughey and the DirecEor of the G.1.8.-
Eoin Neeson who discussed the proj*:cted llewspaper with hi$
over dinner and offered rlrha t technical aid the G.I.B. could
auppLy to the nevspaper. Final plans for the paper were dis-
cudsed at a oeeting attended by Haughen Captain Ke11y, Aidan
Corrigan and Brady himself. Brady reca1ls that it was Hlugh-
ey rrho actually suggested the title "Voiae of the No?thtt for
the new paper. The first edition from the pressea of the
Angl"o-Celt in Cavan would come on october 12th.

split well-developed at this stage CaPtain Kelly isas under
the impression that no one owing allegiance to the Dublin IRA
leadership was present at the meetingt aLL of them seened fatt-
ou"able to the idea of an indepenCent llorthetm Defence Cornn-
ittee.

Captain Ke1ly himself was acting as a sympathetic soldier
and the funds offered were not identified as coming from the
Government. Nor would those present at the meeting be aware
that on the day previous Colonel Hefferon, Director of Army
Intelligence, had given !500 to Captain Ke11y to cover the ex-
penses of this and subsequent proiected meetings: or that'on
the fol lowing day, Colonel Hefferon would receive a fuli re-
port of the meeting from Captain Kelly. To cap all, hovering
around oulside the Hotel were members of the Garda Special
DetecEive Unit or Special Branch who would rePort to Peter
Berry in the Department of Justice that CaPtain Kelly was con-
sorting with "subversives" and fill him with horror at alleged
alcoholic exc.esses and draur,atic Sestures of money being openly
flourished at the meet ing.

Within days of the Bailieborough meeting Charles Haughey
lified the telephone in the Department of Finance in Dublin and

asked the Red Cross to transfer t5,OO0 of its or^m funds to the
Bank of lreland in Clones. The account holders, identified as

Messrs. F, G. and H at the Dail Inquiry were Paddy 1(ennedy M.P.,
Paddy Devlin M,P. and the Belfast Solicitor Mr. P.J. Mccroary.
Two siSnatures, usually those of Kennedy and McGroary, were
needed on a cheque. The cover names used at the Bank were
John White, .Iohn Loughran and Roger hrtrite. 0n October 15th
and 3oth suns of E5rOOO, drawn on the Government Grant-in-Aid
of t100,0O0, were paid into the Clones account.

The money wa8 to be distributed according to the arrange-
ment made at che Bailieborough meeting and cement the position
and power of the Northern Defence Comnittee structure. The or-
iginal inrention was to riistribute ir to full time I'R.A. off-
icers and vigilantes in the Defence Connnittees which would and
did for a while mean impartial distribrrtion as betr,reen the two
si.des in the ripening 1.R.A. sp1ir,
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Ihe Cl.ones fund quickty became a victim cf the rising
tensions. !{alachy McBurney, then 0.c. of what later became

recognise<i as the Official I"1{.A. in Belfaet became aware of
the opening of the account shortly after the fir$t E5'0O0had
beeu paid ir: and alco hati reported to him a remark by Paddy

Kennetly that the I.R.A. t ould be cut out' Paddy Kelnedy ['ae

"more or 1ess" pereuaded to write out a cheque for E2rO00 and

detaineil while an I"R'A. Vol-unteeE went to Clones and collect-
ed the cash on October toth. Paddy Kennedy wrote out a 6im-
ilar cheque on october 17th without any persuasion and again
the I.R.A. collected. The r,-'oney rvas used for Lhe expresa
purpose for which it had bean lodgerl - to pag fuLL ttme nen
ofi 1)igilante and defence otgotisation 

"

On the third occasion, october 24th' Paddy Kennedy did
oot aplear with the cheque. tie informe.i McBurney that hE

had Bent a nan to Clones already. The mar turned out to be
John Ketly who was to become the new Paymasier and the noney
arrived ia tlue course and was distributcd on the basis estab-
liehed in the previous r,reeke.

The fragile aecord continued for the next fe$ rnoathe sur-
viving ttre spLit in the I.R.A. and the subsequent public
split in Sinn tr'ein by about tvo weekr,. on November 5th, a

further E2,OO0 had been withd:'ann jtr Clones but after th8t
daEe the supply of eash began !o r.luctuate and, even nore siig-
nificantly, those people like Paddy Kennedy and the Kelly
brothers, clearly identili+d a€ the paymasters' tended to oP-
enly support the emerging Provisional I'R.A.

Things came to a head in trate January 1970. McBurne,r'

spoke to -aptain Kel1y about the 7th or 8th January following
a meeting of the 6 County Central Defer,ce Conrnittee and asketl
hiu abour cr,ntinuing the 'reliefr money which had not appeaed
for eome rreeks. Captain Kellv confirmed that k'hen the oPe$
split hatl come he had sent dor.,n word that both aections stil1
get relief. He crould look into t:he natler" Some weeks
passed and nothing came except Ehe news that of f1rOOO which

had corne into the city in one waek' vb.aE nas nor{, kilirw.ll as the
"official" I.R.A, had got E20o. Tl1e Belfast 0'C. re{iuested
a meeting L'ith Captain Kelly. This took place ill Dund*lk a1d

was attended by Paddy Devlin, Paddy Kennedy ' tsi].ly and John
Ke11y, Captain Kel1y and McBurney.

IlcBurney corrplained that the bulk of the money '!ras Soing
to one sida. Peddy Kennedy retorted thar what nrorrey had been
handed over was not getiing to the right people" 'fhe debate
heated up. McBurney got donm to recriminations. What about
the car Billy Ke1ly was supposed to have bought for the Act-
ive Service Unit? I{e had bcught it off the Unit again, cra-
shed it and bought a nel, one. And what about the house John
Kel1y lras supposed to have bought? At this the meeting br-
oke up in a atorm.

At a private neeting afterwards CaPtain Ke11y assured
McBurriey that the relief would be continued and that arme wh-
ich he expeeted news abott tbefi,)eefi the 7th dtd L1th of Feb-
ruuy tt wo,tld be distributed on a f,air basia and that each
area could rnake its own repreaentationg of its needs. This
was acceptable to the Belfast O.C.

A r,reek later, at the end of January, one of the Kel1y
brothers, Oliver, came to McBurney and handed him t2OO. He

complained about a statement frorn a Republican Club which
claimed that the ttVoice of the Northtt being distri"buted by
the Kelly brothers, was a Fianna Fail paper and that state-
rnents like that would militate against the money. McBurney
retorted that no one would hold money over the heads of Rep-
ublicans in Belfest in that nianner. That ended the lnoney
as far as the official I.R.A. was concerned. For an unknown
period after that tine a weekl"y pe)rment of i350 r^tis lDade to
Bi1ly McKee for distribution to the Provisional section. The
breakdown seemed Bore the uclrk of Belfast differences than
any hard and fast decision by Captain Ke],1y'

The Bailiebotough meeting '*'tri-ch had established the over-
all Defence Conrnittee had an interesting sequel at Cabinet
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level in Dublin when the rePort of the Special' Detective Unit
reached the desk of the Secletary to th€ Minister for Juetics
Berryts response to tbe rePort caused the Minirter for Defen-
.., i.r"" Gibbons, to ask the Armyrs Di!:ector of Intelligencq
Coionel Hefferon, for an explanation. Gibbons accepted Heff-
eronrs rejeetion of Berryis complaint. The facr Ehat Ke11y rs

report to Hefferon at that time could nelrEral ise that of the
Garda Speciala shows that Ke11y acted vith the full' authority
of the Government.

In fact throughout his dealings in the North Kel1y acted
with the utmost sincerity. This was the impression of al-
nrlst all the I.R.A. nen with whom he came in contaet. Ke11y'e

own understanding of his brief aeem$ to have been to create
the conditions inside the North which would allow for a eom-
plete breakdown in lar and ord.er in the area and so justify
the incursion of tlle lrish .Army which t{ould intervefle at the
height of the fray to restore order'

'Ihe "Doomsday" situation vrould be created by the I.R.A.
who would then withdraw or cooperate in thc areas occupied by

the lrish Army arrd concentrate on harassing Briti6h Arny
urovements in other areas by disrrrpting commrnicationai power
suppLies, aa<i blowiag up bridges Btc.' as well ae providing
defence for areas threatened by the resulting pogrorn& $arrus
Brady lras of a similar opinion and iluoted Hau8hey aa apeaking
of a "oilitary solut iontt.

Certainly an incerim eim of the plan uao to establish De-
fence Cormittees with as little I.R.A' influence as possible
which would give their aLlegiance to the Dublin Governnrent or
to the Cabinet Sub-Comittee at any cr:isis point in the Norch.
Whatever role the I'R.A. rnight play could thus be controlled
by the political thinking fron Dub1in. i{hat exactly the pol.*
itical thinking behind the briefs Siven to KeLly and Brady !,as
could not be identifie,l with any accuracy. One facror which
loomed oost prominent was the continuing tensions between Bla-
ney and Boland on the one hand and Lynch on the other. BI eneyb
close connection with the Sub-Corrnittee t s Pefletration in the
North would nake him the kingnaker in the Dublin Cabinet in
the event of a successful rpve in the North.
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lihen the €xtreae ':nionist onslauP,ht cn;he minority ia
tlrasixCountieseade4EheFiannaFailonsla''rghrbegarlThe
inrr", ,ro. intended to elininat'e the Car:holic uopuiaiioa'the
latter :oerely ro control it. The lattel was also r;r'r llEnve

,lr" olot" intlnse and the more deterrined' Its {ein "*lLins
u{!re mooey a*d the pr:onise of afms' Ihe frc'rrt l-irre 'dr$ops

",'"" iri*il Arrry lntllligence 0fficeir: b;icked up by w':iters
t i,", ".ii",re 

backllrounds, and ieC oy the Generair' i r'' the I'ian-
,,ur.ifCabinet.Thebalri-c:cesofthe4<r1;':i<leveretopr':r'e

I l."-ri".ai"" against them - inceed i:hey "nr.re 
to use chese

l,,irii..4.s ,.tI th" defensive mentality ';hey rePreeented to

t heir advantage.

The first shot from the Government t s official t100'o00

rrsenal was fired by Blaney on Auguet 2oth r"hen he paid out

li;oo;-.;-;r:-Ji,..' o'oot"ttv,' D"ttv aoricitor subsequendv

,t"i"ritea in the Dail lnquiry ee "Mr' A.'' This moaey was

rrred for rhe relief of dietrlse in the Bogsiile' nainLy for^,
food supplies, although f'150 found its t'ay -to 

decorate Mr'u

;;;;r;tl; house which] he clairned, had suffered badlv .while
lu .re"'." a relief "",,tt". 

0n the game day Haughey diepat-
ched !5r0o0 from the game arsenal to Lolrlon' vhich his con-

tacts there later claimecl was spent on 'eLief of those refr-g-

eeg tho trar:elled to London to avoid the violence'

At the s arne time the other main eaPon - the promise of
I ur*" ]-*""-,:u"a to good effeet and a "boat-1oad* of arms was

' nrorised to the BeIfaBt I.R.A' through Paddy Kennedy and Pad-
I ir-p.rii"-"fro traa tra.retted to Dublin shortly after the end-

iog of the Pogrom" Paddy Keflnedy told a Belfast I'R'A'
ncaffofficerthatthe"ro',,ttof"tt'fft*p""r"Conthisboat
was 15 oachine gunar 30 rifles, 5 or 6 short arms and a num-

her of shot-guni. Ile also saiil that there were 50 men com-

ing ioto the North fron the Twenty $ix -Counties 
along with a

i.,i..o-"*r"r." {r:.".'- a,t-iaeft a+ ha'xdLing nitro-glycetine '
bhe main ingredient in gelignite) ' The r'R"A' r'ete to arr-

^"g" iiir"ii io. ttusn iot. The boat never naterialised'
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although preparations were made in Belfast for its arrival
there. Because of this the billets for the 60 men were not
prepared and they too soon Proved to be a Fianna Fail- rnirage'

The main target of the Fianna Fail attack was the I.R.A'
which they wanted to ccntrolr and within a fortnight of Augus t
15th, this task became much easier nhen a definite cleavage

began to aPPear on the fringes of ttre Belfast I'R'A'

The division stemned directly from what a sna1l group of
former and current members regarded es the I.R.Ab failure Eo

offer adequate ProtecEion Eo the nationalist areas during the
pogrom, but this was merely an excuse to voice their disagree-
re.rt ,ith the I.R.A.rs soeial"ist policies and their involve-
nent rrith the mass of the people on social and other issues.
They justified their aPolitical stance with military elitism
and the offer of Fianna Fail money and arrns satisfied both th-
ese characteristics. on August 24th a number of this diss-
ident element came together in the social club in Casemenr

Park in Andersonstorrn without the knowledge of the I.R.A.
leailership in the city who did not know of the meeting until
several weeks later.

Those present included .Iirrny Staele, whose main claim to
fame was Lhe fact that he had speni louger than anyone else
in Belfast jn prieon, and Joe Cairi ,-,1, lvho tlad not been active
since the 1940's and r^,ho had gpent nmch of the time rince th-
en in the National Graves Association. Also present was

Bi1ly Ke11y and his borther John who had been dismissed from
tuu i.n.l. in 1953 for embezzling furrds, by the then 0/c in
the city, Bil1y McKee. The remainder present were Seamu6

Tvomey, Leo Martin, Gerry Adams, -rinuny Drurm, Dave Orconnell
and Fiank Morris. They decided to overthrow thE leadershiP
of the Belfast l.R.A. to tak€ control themselves and to acc-
ept Fianna Failis offer of money and arms for use in lhe
city, of which they had now heard from Captain James Kelly.

The money continued to reach the I.R.A. leadership in
Belfast while this cleavage was developing, and in the first

week of sept6'nhe.r.' !1r :-tt:"::ti,:il1#Xiiil l"ll :fi l!:: j: j:-c.E.c. of r*hich Mccourr.H ;;;'i:looo ,uro.,er, racdl crvlin
the scene again -and 

();f 
-,,* i t+aa do not knct whtt tlti': oa.' '

l;^;11^i""ii2tlr:r::Y;iiii:""t?1#",;;:,i:iii{.W;.,"{"'.i
';".|J:iff"':.i..T,:r"o'n'TnV-'i:..ir-':,',.:)"1".::'::";.";311.,
bui stris never came: ?'.'ti:";:l ill,"'i'.*i^.-,as thought tobe
che dissident "r"'ol:-t:,hi:i """i1-*'r" 

rhe best returrs.
the area of itrvestoeflt 1'

It was at thia point - in the first weelt -in 
Septeober'

tu*.g#tni$fu$.5kil,tr-,,rl"--
ain conditions, mainrv [;;;;';;i;; '^t 1:Y^l"ttica1 

invol'"e-

rrent particularly in tit""t'l"ty' Sii counties' on september

14th the dissidents *il '-'""it"g'-it' 
r"tf"tt-at which they

were addressea tv " oty"i"ii;;;-,nai wtro y19 introduced to

li"t ".-.-t;ritical 
eormrentator frorn Dublia"

That evening a meering was arranged -!I^l"tn 
Kennedy' a

foroer Bord n"in,," u'npioiuE, uu.,"",, a mem'ner of t:he 'offrc-

ial.' r.R'A. 6taff in '"li;;; 
l"J 'n uq"'rlv'rnvsterious man)

who, Kennedv claimed' ;:;;;"';;-t;; t'n'e' in^ccntact k'ith

the tright peopl.e' tr, ai]-ioitttt' The neeEing was sch'eduled

ror the Hellington '.ti"i"tli-"" 
seiiast's-'[ralone Road' and

rhe contact '"" tut''"d*ol;'il ;; ii"t't"'r'ui[" ' the Politi€i-

correspondent or tt'" ';riittt-press"' Mi1ls said that money

and aseisrance $ou1d ri'i.lirr*'ir", tte.sorttt .nd he arratged

a further Breeting u"a*l"rr" j:.r""uiorr ortl..t and some of the

people in Ehe rventv J;:"'t:'',;.t;;;-;1'o woul'd be supplvins thir

aid.
The promise-d meeting tcok place *-f"'l^??'u lateE in th''

offices of the Minist*'"?oo 4ti"''t1 ture' i1'eil Blanev'
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Present at the neeting were the Minister, Hugh Kennedy, paddy
Devlin and the Belfast I.R.A, Officer. the mJeting lasted ab_out forty five minutes and towards the end of it Seamus Brady
was brought into the room to add to the discussion. Mr.Blaney
was interested in the I.R.A. man's opinions of John Kel).y, anihe vas informed that Kel1y was basicilly a "m6 f6in" man: Healso inquired about the sort of charactlr. paddy Kennedy hras.The I.R.A. officer yas more interested in arms and on inquir_ing.what sort of arns might be forthcoming, the Minister forAgrrculture said thaE he was chirrking uinly in terms of .3O3rifles and shotguns.

. 9" Seprember 22nd, Captain James Ke1ly gave an indicat_lon ot thLs strategy in the Fianna Fail campaign when he call_ed at_ rhe home of rhe o/C of the I.R.A. in !o"If, Derry.(Thisuae the same man uho had been origirnttl, contiiied. ta' o ior:"_nd of BLaneyts t)n FebrLtaz,y), r"ify ,r" ."".rpr"l.a by Seam_
y,s BradV.and two others, one of whom was the nran who had madeEne orlglnal contact in February.

Kelly did most of the talking and his main point was thefeasibility of estabtishing arseplrate N;r.i;;; corrunand

-.:-, 9: S:p.url-:..I8th, rhe s ame people -" except Blaney _ mettlrlth the then Minister for Finance, Mr. Haughey, in his homein Malahide, and this time.seamrs a..ay ,."'pi"sent througl_Dutthe-meeting. Mr. llaughey's rnain probiem was whether armscould in fact be obtained if the m;ney for them was forthcom!ing. The I.R.A. man said that obrai;ing ttu-"rrr" ,r" easyenough provided a sun of not less than ftO,OOO was availabll,and Haughey stated that such a sum woulrl be no problem to pro_vide. He said that if the Belfast f .n,n. woufl open a bankaccount the money could be paid to them rria this account, aDdthe.following morning (Seprember 19rh) the f .n.a. Ofticer op_ened a bank account r^/ith a t5 deposit i-n a Dundalk Bank, Noji::1":^*:l:, was paid^inro rhis FC ounr - tt uas beeonnngcLear to the menbexs of the Cabinet i.n Dctblin that the I,"R,A,Dae not go.ing to be so easy. to tak-e ooer. " and. tVat pet l,wpsthe creation of a neu I.R.A. aould tn 
" 

qr"J,oinr,' eheaper andmore reaarding p"ocess ,

independent from"the Dublir I'R'A'rs 1e;idershlp' He r:'n l- ::ac1

that if this r.7ere dr:ne. arms and noney wculd be suppiie ' nore

.rriiy, ,na t" itrri"t"i th"t he had previorrsly sent -'-l'" ilC

"rr" 
irf-Ii"f.l had not arriver-l . iic repeated this point several

times and linked it to the iiea o: a seParate N'-rt'hern rJols' l
,i""4 ;iah f.ri, ilesire. to see the l 'R'A''s s''rc'iaii"l;t pol"cies
droppeii. He was cur1.r1i:i lo knorn' liit3t ';he 'ilorl'l-:er! r"a''-tion
was' to Fianna Fdil and ho-,J aqcePtabl1r r hf. parly r'rorrl d be i u a

flJrtt.r"="."au"a. ttlou tee " 'ie ;.' . l, ' ;ccialisl: poli'ci'e.s

oil- inoionpt"ble, " he sat'), 
''totLd ;.r' s'r'''' of 

-t.he 
top people .ir''t-nn 

oigort|otion uere to ", rc-nott' C" t"c aould slrpplt1 !]ou x.1:th

,i" Lha naneg.'t l^lhen askerl vho "ioine of the top people'
were, he name-d four: Cathal Coulding' Seamus Coste1103 Mick

Ryan and RoY Johnston.'

The O/C realised that the Fianna Fail aid vras intended
for distribution only on the meeting of certain conditions' and

tt" ,,"io condition was that the I.R.A. give up its elaim to be-

i;; ;; ar:my of the rrish people and ro becore an arrned wing

of Fianna Fail operating exclusively in the Six County area as

;-p;;i;; to Fianna rail political control there' Announcirg

that .lohn KelIy of Belfasi would be arriving soon after him

with an importint message' captain Kelly left' John Kellyrs
dubsequent message "rs ih.t Ehc O/c was requested to attend a

meeti;g in Baililborough, which is described elsewhere'

The Fienna Fail offensive lras now going at fu1l stren8th
nnd shortly afterwards Padraic Haughey also arrived in South

Iterry bearing gifts frorn Mount street. He gave the 0/C t2o0

and praised ItI ia"" of a federal solution to the partition
probiern. His "soft-se11'" approach differed from that of Cap-

tain Kelly, but the message lras the same: become the private
irrv of Fiinna Fai'l or you will get nc support from us'

The same message had reached Belfast' and the pecple who

had participated in the Casement Park rcaucous' meeting ear-
lier were ntw firmly courmitted to the Fianna l'ai1- policy of
controlling the I.R.A. Urged on by the ProsPect of imnediate

rrrms and ,rloney they *"t" ua"y to corrvince of che teec for a

nepatate Northern Corourand, and since most of ti-'Em had missed

40



out on the political educational process of the middle andlare sixties the sociaList p.Li"i!""r"." i."rringr"." to then.lhey were rargely politica).iy ;;i;;";;;;"j'il'i tr,"."ro." por_
:' ;;',rl!""il"1:ii, 

"iiL orn " 
r,-," i " ii i 

". " " 
i 
-"i.' 

i " -, 
*," i i g I t ;

the actton. supply the goods" they 
"o"ta aippVi-

Ihey decided ,:o ,'take over,, the Belfast I.R.A. by ouet_ir'.g rhe l ea.iership and thereby t ";;i";-;;;'r:rj opun to *,"aii from rhe rweniv Six counties. -il ;il; Iil"i", of seprem_ber l2nd, they burst inro.a.meeting 
"f ;;; niiir"a Bartalion

::-T-r yhi:h was bering held in " ;;;,-i"-;;pJii,st.""t i" *,"Lorer Falls area. The
hi s s t a i: r 

- 
ihf ; 

-;;", ;:;] :t:i. ;I::":l: "f ;Iff".l;..Jj" rTj.tc iake this action jncluded.u.[r,-*""""ay,'ll.r..r, of BordBainne, sean McNaIly. who had rirt tn""ili.el'ii.,r" ,."." 0."_vr;uely after he narried, .l,* ,g"J ji;r'iil"ri, Birly McKee.Leo +.!,art in, Seamus Mccotiur,, ,.i o,o.""lri'rli=ri, I,rebb. ,niswes io be the nueleus of_the ,,newi i.ii"a.'r""f,f"e in Belfasrojleci and uaintained by Fianna f"if"'-'""' "''.,,.

l.. __ :q 
uo:ious confrontation could have developed had 1t notD{,:en .ror the calnness with. which..fr"-i"f ir"i.l7r_ .o".tu,l. Ei.main airn a6 to preserve.the" naximur Lirrity in the short termrn the face of possible-further poFi,llrtu, 

".rJ"f,u.atsreed totlsten to the denands of rha ,,1i".;' ^, :,-_: 'j"
wa:. rinai!.y ."""r,"J-,oi-t;;';i;.; Ji,,];""iili"j;""rtf';:H":"_presentation for the <lissi,jent element or, ai"-iuft""t Staff,a tempcrary shelvins of rhe. j.R.A.;;'-;,;;"ii;..,ioricies, 

atenLative break wirf, *,. n,,urin ii:^;o;;;;.;;:..1a 
"b"t"ntio.,I::l lt fc:.-thcoming ceneral ar*y-.1",]"".ri;;: il" dissidentsappeared tu have ;,,:r. a vi..tory rrrt the o/i-r."-pfrying for

::ff":.j, re did rot r..nrand rD ri.rriy",el""-ii L, ., rhe

I,R.A. Ila3(1qL,arta-rs .rrr )ubIrn wer: unaware that therehad Leen a /-:Liange of poi.ic1. in rertasi, i"i".n=rrr".uaay,25th
ff:;.,,8::Lljl3;,jijii] aouraing ".,.-ir".ir.."Jor or rnter.liq_
,u*tu."-i;'utl';i"li;l'ii;,1t' Belfast tc :inf.:m the'drmv Ccurcil:: -\,.rr,r lr.,rcr,,-i reeti.lg, -".nd tc .ii.lc,!sa

rrrme other matters with ther& Next morning MacStiofain phoned

rrr teLl Goulding that there had been a coup in Belfast and
rlrot they rrere no longer taking orders from Dublin. Goulding
rrrt MacStiofain laier that morning and.then sent him back to
116lfasE to arrange a meeting in Dundalk the following day -
(saturday 27th) ;t which he wanted to meet the Belfast OIC

nld sorne of his officers.

The meeting took Place in Dundalk and agreement was rea-
rhed on the pooling of financial resources for the corrpletion
,,t an arms deal that lleadquarters was involved in. No other
g,rrints were agreed on, although the Belfast rnen agreed to ssrd
t lreir two Army Couneil members to the next Army Council meet-
lrrg in Dublin due to be held on Saturday' Occober {th.

On the political front Fianna Fail were also moving in
ntrength. They rea118ed that it would not be sufficient to
,'()ntrol the I.R.A.alone and for this reason they noved in on
rhe Citizens' Defence Conrnittees. After his meeting in Dun-
,lrrlk with the Belfast men Goulding moved on to the 0rie1 Hot-
ol in Monaghan to attend \.rhat r,as intended as the setting uP

,'l a Central Corrnittee of all the C'D'C.is in the Six Count-
lr.s. Not all the invited areas turned up in Monaghan r Part-
It'trlarly l,urgan and Derry City, and among thoce who did arrive
Ihere was a certain confusion, as that very afternoon.a sim-
I l;rr meet,i;rg had been treld in Lurgan and a p-rovisioniiii Central
(l,,nmi-ttee for the C.D.C.rs had heen fo:ured.

Gouldingrs meeting ha<i been Pre-empted and he reali(ed
that a second central couunittee would be useless, so he let
the idea pass" The fact that the T,urgan meeting had tjken 

..

place dici noi come as a Breat surprise to Goulding buE ne did'
obServe the fact that present ar the Lur8an meeting was Ilory
Ilrady" theo a member. ol the I.R.A' A"rmy Coultcil, q,ho ha*not 

.
glven Goulding any prior indicatiorr of either the meetinb it-'
icLf or hi-s intentibn ta attend it. The offer of FiannaFail'
etd nas proving too",.great a temptatiofi to many Republicans.

One memlier of the Movement who reurained imnune to the
offers from Fianna Faili houever, vras the OIC of South Derry'
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nho has been nentioned previously. Ee was to be a firet haod
::.":.""-9f even more ptanning by Fianna rifi-.i a meering inthe Shelbourne Hotel in.early October fS69.- -present 

rras theman who had contacted hin on behalf of Blaney. AlBo there lragGerry Jones, who, during the second w;.i; ili.: served underPeter B€rry, at the time privare s".r"i..y-ii c"..y Boland.Jonea had helped Berry li't the "rr"" oi-nlp,rili".r* destinedfor the Curragh and his rask was ttre smaistriig of tne I.R.A.fron rithin rhe Fianna rail covernme"i. -i;';"; targely dueto the efforts of Berrv and Jones tt.i C"iiy-i.land could sta_nd in the Dail in 1945 and say rhat rhe I.R.A. rras dead andhe had killed ir. ue had kilied c".;;; pi;;;; Gharlie Kerins,Barney Casey and nany others, but the I.R.A,iid a,rrvi.red, andnow hia faithful servant, Geiry Joneq ".rpi"a"-rlat, eye pstchaad buaiacga nan's cheoue-book, was Uack-io=iinistr off theI.R.A. fron cloeer ranje.

Jones ues accompanied by Gerald Catroll, a proninent rem_bcr of the Fianna Fail organieation i" i"rf.-iilv. He had beena-ember of Saor Uladh in 1955 ana haa ,"["i-r'p"ra in rhe

ii'?;2.*"r;l"riiHiifr ;*fo'llr"ih)ih;i;i;;::*:x"b;;ii
besan to npoe touude tne uSt;,-iaifi-isii'#'n.a joinedtrianna Fail. Atso ar rtre_ sief 

-uouin" -i.i"i-r"! 
aifrg lrere anor_her Cork uan called Mccrrthy,.the e"."r ;;;;.;;';""*rs Bradyand. Paddy orltanlon, at that iir. " 

,,urili;-1,r.p."r"" 
South Ar_Dagh.

._- -r:a".lh, and_Jones discuesed the possibilitiee of obtain_rtrg a trruler in Cobh- and raking E2O,6OO *ro.ti 
-of 

arme to r}r€Six^Counties._ They appeared .r"r! 
"r,*iorr" io-oir.i., imediatecontrol of al.1 that was going on-in tte-NoJil,-""a Jones keptinaieting that the weapons. aent to the North should be usedonly in rhe Norrh and not i.. .t" r""i.v Ji*'d"""a1.". IIefeared their uee in the South so ,""f, 'at"i- t.-J.r"r, ,,rgg."a"dsending a loan to the Norrh with the .rr"-io"JnLr." urrt theyrenained there. He also appeared pr"_o""rrpi"i -rrith 

tha 6st_abliahnqt of a Beparate Northern Co,,-ap6. ' --
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Carroll was of the opinion that he could col.lect suffic-
lent fieapons from ex-I.R,A. men for use in the North, but he
t{{lo not prepared to hand over these rreapons untiL Brady co:1d
Auarantee their replace:nent, obviously referring to expected
rrrms from the continent. The reason he requested replac€{Ent
of his ex-I.R.A. men's rdeapons was,he said because they were
reedeci to defend the Etate against a Connrrnist p1r:t, and he
nrrrde reference to the Connol_1y Youth and Dt-her left r+ing gr-
oups. His leaving the.'Repitblican Movement because cf ileir
"Ieftward trenrl" was obviously soflrething cf an understatsrent"

Seamus Brady wa6 taking a more realigtir: approach to
lhe Northern problen and dl'ej-t largel,w on"the availability of
rrrrrdical supplies - he z,ealised they t"o ,l b,..,:ieeded if the
l,Lanned arrne z,eached the Sic Countiei, No final decisions
were reached at the meeting, and i.t was decided that McCarthy
would contact the South Derry 0/C through Derry City shortlylfterwards. As the meeting broke up, Gerry .Iones phoned
lllaney to tell hin how the meeting had gone,

The 0/C returned to Derry, Lut he never :rer.ei-ved any
nrrbsequent nelrs from any of those- et the mee!:ing. He harl
[{}ne to the Shelbourne with the image of an t.R.A, .rnan that
rnight be subject to Fianna Fail's offer of hel. oir 

-:conditicnq

lrrrt obviously Jones and his friends found some oiher people
nllo lrere much more willing to accept thei.r piar,r i,)t control
"f .rhe I.R.A.

By the second week in October it was obru ious :.}ri:r. the
lianna f'ai1 Sub-Corurittee was in top gear: in its ncve against
the I.R.A. Ihey had succeeded in laying.the basislof .a split,
and, unable to oust the I.R.A. leadership, they ilrd set" about
(:reating a new or:ganisation with a new leadership, firr4nce<i
t irh their appareatly unlimited funds. They had tegun their
takeover of the Citizenst Defence Conrnittaes and rhei.i attqliDt
()n the Northern Ireland. Civil R.ights A.ssociation. of:it thev
noeded nol., was something t.,: get iheir message across t'o ttie
Northern minority, somethi-ng which would effect whatc.rcr sup-
porc the I.R.A. had and channel it towards Fianna Fai1. They
rltrcided to publish a weekly newspaper.
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TEII{G9 BEGIIY YO @ tiRAilC

o.r.o]l"rili"i,[31'ili ?:-tt:: voi:9e of the NonsftDappearecr on

;:;;j;;:li::":;,1r" -::ii, tilliiil'"", :**j"ili"F;ir
a"."nirl_ai"i;id;i; would be net by the sub_cormittee fun_

i;,;5,":"$iH*llfqi="'ir,:ff x!:ri:irL!l:"'d,":ii"
triuutioi-ii ;ilffi;.T::: ;:::.* expenaea related ;;;i"_
. Ttre ,rVoicett clair

W;f "ii*:t#:,*",__, jii:xTj;i:Z?t.H
3y9'i "s.e 1 

ii, ii,"'.iili'"ilf; i:". ;:ilrl:, ;. :;: ;Xj::i;;it
ftiT',,il?##.fl",,i:l:l; 

Bv the .fiiii "irii*, ;;;",;;':"

i,T.;ff :,:iff ",:r3:"}i*lji.:.t;i:!il*u*.r:+il-t)rrlng a little too unsubtle.
. Otr October 30th- r

;:, Lli":f lii. :i: i'j:"i:i::"I"1:"'i:t;:'.r:;lri,:;:r:tion piot i"-.i.""*rrffil"' :H:":^l: the Fianna t"ii-I"riiiljl
aaraed by Brady and 

"", l^.":. il.';i:"*;::Jl;.ri#ilff irif 
_

:oi.ffii,i:iT:j"':;f;ir,,:l tt'" "" ",,u"t 
io, 

^.iJI 

","rn.y, 
Bo rand,t

.0," 3i i:ii'-i.:;' ilTl" "j:llJ:iT:" :" "fi :.il::;,, Il, i3 ".,_
4)

Obviously the conticversy surrounding the rrVoice,' ledto o new arrangement foi. paying tot its production. EZTsOOwar withdrawn from the bank account in Ciones on Novemberll)llr and the same anount was used to open the Anne OrBrienn|r'()unt in the Munster and Leinster Saqt in Lower Baggot St_rnot, Dublin. And so the ,'Voice" sailed on L,ith the billsl,..lrrg paid from the Anne OrBrien account via Caftain Ke1ly.
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',rrtain developments, Bu.i at rr.r stage diC the i,linisters
rrrmed repLy. Giving a speeci, in Bray aborli one week aftei_.llr. allegations were made Jack Lynch made what could be aplriing reference to the controversy when he denied that an1.,l' his Government Ministers had actld in any underhanJ ";;lrr relation to the North.

Seamus Brady decj.ded to put a bold face on it and whorirrked to comment on the allegations retorted - t\hie ie aLL,t pack,of Lies. These people eauldn,t teLL the tmtth iftlruin Lioes dependeit on i*,ri" A few days later,.on Novemberlr(1, Brady submitted a bill for tt,5g0.6.6. to ioin Neeeonlrr the G.I.B. for the organisation and production of the -firat three editione of ahc "voice". bn ttre tiy prior ro"'l'he United lrishman,' expose, October 29th, Brady had r.rritt_6n to Neeson pointing out that the Ministei for Finance, Mr.llrughey, had authorised payment of Elr00O to him to covertlrc "voice" expensesc As- previous ly' agreed iilr"", himselfdr(l Neeson-Brady used the cover descripiion nto pt epataticn
"1'manuecripts for Gcternmen b Inlormation Btnecu".t'

Brady receive,j re payment ei,ther for the invoice oto''tober 3Oth or the more ex1,1icit a d detailed one of Noverr-l,nr 3rd. The Taoiseach refrrsed to have the bi1Is paid out,'l the grant for tris Depart*znt anci the netter rrras refeirre.ll,ack Eo Haughey in Finance. Brady panicked and told Cap_
I d I n Ke11y that ths deal, r,/as ,:tf and t.hat the paper would
Iravc' to fold. On Noveuber 6th or 7th xe11y pioiuced t6OO
arrrl 

-on- 
November 17th, i, further f.l,OOO. On ilovember 26th,

llr tdy J.odged a further f-600 he had received from Kel1y" O"l,ocember 9th he receti".red a Cheque in the name of Anne'Ot
llr ien for l80O from f,he same source.



Another bill submitted by Brady for the production ofthe pamphlet given to the C.C.D.C. ana for Coirig..,,e panph_
,let-1as ultimatety paid-by th. ;;;";;;";i'ri"ir," raoiseachrn rebruary, 1970. Foltowing rh; ili;;; i.i"r,r"r, story,corrigan stated in rhe rrish.;im;; ii,i.".-s,isis) .h". ,theuae sxie'!,y nesponeibte ey fyiii")'iil ii,"iri"t ,,Eye_wit_
n:se 1:n Northerm ryeland,, aid that "niUi t"''L"a a bilt
l._:-t-uo9 fo" 1..ts firet consisnn"it ihJ-*.,aote coutd saut_Lnlae at cng tiner. Brady was pria , toi"i-oi eoso.z.s,hy the Taoiseachre Department for the pr:oduction of the tr{ro?inph,]_ets.

Witn the new financial arrangements and with Hugh Kenn_edy drafted in hurriedty ." ',Mr;;;i;;-ii.""l.li." froRr forBnadyr,Rennedy gave a pre s s 
. 
conference in Dublin to refutethe United Irishman atiegations.,,n"ii'flrJn'the tVeiee?)

uez,e donated by uealthu 
-.ieop\o "in y"#r"i )lti bg sympathetieorganieations and tndioiduaLs: i.a 7p" 

-Urit"d 
Stit"". Not apenny lad been z.eceixert fnon-t .picmna- F"a;;Z: ;; lh.nister ofthe Gouerrunent in the nepubt ic,;, h; ;;i;." i rn 

"ru""q,r., t ryenerged rhat t5,507.9.5 was pai-rl a" af.," 
-i.lrri.rs 

alone fromthe Govetnment fund ouer the cover: name Anne o,Brien.
W.P, 0rHanlon. Managing Direcrr.r cf the AngLo_Ce1t whe_re the f i'oice" was printed, uras 1i. "a iy-*"rr*ay ae one ofthe "Directors,'of ihe r

uy_run,.,.Jy 
-i,,"r"i"u'llJ'[iI;," 

l;,il':,]5i,T.::ff "".i'ln*C.C.D.C. in-Betfarr, Mr. John xefty, ,,neiuUif"ro ,"riur.nr$ecretary 06 the cormtrirree!', and lri. x_.i.ay 
-iiln"ur 

r 
"

.,0 .#",,;ll"'lS"ililrlil:.-after a wcek in the publir pr..rss

April 0f 1970 it r." ".;1--:: 
aPpear on a weekly bagis' By

_i1". r,.* i i,e i; ffi ;;,,i#.;"":l;:i:: ";Hil#'u;.-il:,1-
by.Aidan corrigan and"Di. i,,riiii", -;;:;;r,;;-il"" and conmrand on May 17th a croi de couer fcr Haughey, Boland and Bla_ney in the first flash of rhe drms 

"ri"i;:,, 
".,"rierr 

actionsue?e not qt attack on p?otestcnt tri.efuii" but iitA 
"rd ;;;_tection foz, the Doop or o"t1ait- ib'b;;;;'ii""io"r placee-.Left to defend themsel,t"" 

"ili- ,li;";"'*rk i'Ji"Zi u",a"
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Shortly rfter the crisie in the following I'ley, Drohan
quietly "resigned" frou the Arry.
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,\tainst rmchine-gwns and z"ifies fron wbs roused up by tke
dnv.teu! coua?dl! 'tz,ersolutionan"iestt eo idolised by the p?esst',
yrote Searua Brady in the lead story, ttTalk of tha fftl,uye
hoing uith Doctrtnaire Socialisn and Cubon-dtyle eonnwne pol-
i t-ice lns been blotm eky-high bg the eoente in Dtblin..theae
non put aLL the talking reoolutionet iea, est?ene Soeialiste,
'l'notekyitie e, Maoi s te, Petti coat reroLutionoie s Like Benn-
rlotte Detslin, qnd Maureen de Butea, Fa.n eLL, McC@Ln, ete.,
in the ehade. r' The story ended rrith the phraee ttThotk God
lrelatd e"iLL haa teal Republicana. t' In the heat of the
ru)ment Brady had anticipated gome lines which properly came
towards the end of the !re11-orches trated Sub-Cormi.ttee p1ao.
l{lth llaughey, Boland and Blaney now gone it looked like the
ond of the grand design.

But'the "Voice" carried on, appearing nore and nore in-
tcrnittently until it finally cloeed donn in December 197O.
't'he mnth of December in Dublin brought the final defeat of
the "digsidents" rrithin the lianna Fail party and Bo the
"voice" vanished.

Other bon€s were eticking out of the Sub-Cormittee plan.
(h St. Stephens' Day, 1959, 7r0OO rounds of amnunition were
rliscovered by Special Branch Detectives et one of the Canal
lockg in Dublin, SensationaL headlines were followed by
nn investigation and the amunition qras traced back to Capt-
lin Finbarr Drohan, the I.0. tsho had seen action in Monagtrr
ln August and Septlmber 

"

An Arny Courtmartial accepted his story that surplus
anmunition frou. terget practise had accurmrlated in his flat
lo Dublin and lhat as he was going home to Cork for Chriat-
rnas he could think of no other way to dispose of it. Ttat
{n Army Courtmartial could swal Low 7,OOO rouods on auch a
rtory bore eloquent witness to the saving arm of Jin Gibbooa
Mlnister for Defence.



rHE SPEECE WAR CONTINUES

While the Sub-Cornmittee was r,aking policy on the North,
Lynch began Btating a policy very much at variance with the
activities set in train since Arigust. At Tralee on September
20th Lynch delivered a major speech on North-South relations.
Ile spoke of the Council of lreland idea for a Fecle::a1 Ireland
as contained in the 1920 Gove::nment of lreland Act. He then
ven! on to state that the Dublin Governftent had no intention
of using force to end Partition: !'ft t, tuld z'enain the Gooern-
nent I B nost earrTest ain m.d hope to nin .bhe consent of the
majoritA of the peopLe in the Stx Counties to meana by uhich
Nor.th and South cauld come tag eLhar. in a ye-united and eaoer-
etgn lrelan-d. 'l

The speech in m,any ways paral1el1ed rhat given in Derr:y in
January by Blaney who also declared in favour of a.rFederal
lreland involving the Governments of Dublin, Belfast and West-
minster, In terns of policy towards th€ North, therefore,
there was no difference between Blaney arrd Lynch. But events
in the North and the attempts by Lynch rc, demore Blaney in
Cabinet responsrbility had inrerrzened between the t\ro speecbes 

"

In Octcber Blaney sought the opporcunity of upping the
ante on Lynch during a Dail debate /, events in the Nor.L but-
was prevented from speaking by a I.oour Party device ir. .alk-
ing the dobate out. Seamus Brady's carefully prepared speeh
lras thus wasted and the lvcice of the North't took Labour to
task for its impertinence in the next edition.

disguised attack on Lynch: "The Fianna FaiL Party has neuet
taken a decieion to tule oui; the use of fo"ee if the cirau"n-
ltanees it t.l* Siu Counties oo denerli,, , ..If a s'itua.-bion ue!,e
to arise in tlie 5iu Cowtties in uhieh the people DhL Co li{i t
subscribe to the tinionist regime dere uTtder Bustained cnd
m)rdexous assault, then, as the Iaoiseaeh said all August L3,
De ) cannot stcnd idly bg"t"

The occasion chosen for the speech ,aas Blaneyts celebrat-
ion of his tnenty-fi"rst anniversary as e I'lail Deputy in Letter-
kenny. Kevin Boland was one of the Ministers who attended sr
invitation, Reading from the script of his well cireulated
speech Blaney switched tbe emphasis in the debare with L1,ach
from policy to methods, 'tf belieue, cts do the tast mo.jo"ity,
t|nt the id,eal uay of eru|i.ng Pat tition is by peaceful meqns.--
But no one Vns the r*tght to aslert thnt foxee is inetacablg
ou,t, tt Blaney uent on to invoke party support for the thiniy
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The newspapers headlined the speech and Lynch 6poke ot1r.

to dissociate hinself fron the saotinents expresaed. .In the
Dail there uere repeated allegations of a Firnna Fail split.

The Letterkenny speech was still ringing in the ears of
Fianna Fail ilelegates when the Ard FLais convened on the fo1-
lowing January 17. A shorrdoldrl between Lynch and Boland and
Blaney was expected. But the expectations of the political
cormentatora were disappointed. Lynch sat on the plaEfofln
flanked by his power:ful Barons and listened to a streao of
Bpeakers approving of Blmeyrs sentiments io Letterkenny and
lmpliedly criticising his orm.

Kevin Boland, Ilonorary Secretary of lianna fail, nbted
the ain of the party vas to ttseellre the unity and independ-
gnoe of lrelafid. aB a Republie" and said that this ain nust
be achieved 'tunhatrpered by pteconceioed ideas o" p"edete"-
trtned conditions d.o to the netlode to be ueed, i' Lynch gave
o vague speech vhich seemed to endorse the sentioents of Mr.
Boland. Ihe "aplit" wee succegsfully healed.

In a radio interviel, on the follot ing day Boland, Blarey'
and Lynch lined up together behind the microphone and Lyncti '.
ade it clear that he found nothing objeetionable in the '

Letterkenny speech. He had been concerned only about the
nlsleading headlineg! Lynch tas stil1 the prisoner of his
Cabinet colleagues.
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TEE REPUBLICAN I@WMEN? DIVIDES I llree Lo one majoxi[y anC aai the .'-esult became clear -qean Mac

lit6of ain burst into tears sayirrg t'th',.a i.s the eni o! the .i"RAtl
Mlrst of rhose rrho had voted against then !,itbdrew from the
proceediugs of the Convention.

On December 29, the first statement fr:om rhe Provisional
Army Council appeared in the papers, It lras due Rotl'.ce to the
rllscerning to make up their uinds for the coming Sinn Fein
Ard Fheis rrhen the battle for absrention vould be fought once
ngain, this tine with a tuo thirds rnajority necessary to win
t. he vote .

But the statement also meant that an unbridgeable breaeh
lrld been made: the actual question at the coming Ard Fheis
xould be the size of the waik-out. The justifieation rras very
rirnple. The Bunreacht of Sinn Fein stipulated that candidat-
sn standing on an attendance basis for any of the Partitionist
easemblies constituted "an act of treason", to even discuss
lhe matter, therefore, aDounted ro ireason.

In the interval between the I.R.A. ConvenEion and the Sinn
trcin Ard Fheis the scraable for delegates was only equalled by
tlrc scraqi"nle for dumps. Somelrhere in the :niddle all hope
lor a reconciliation hung suepeaded"

0n Saturday, Januery 10th 1970, the higgest Ard Fheis in
l{ving meurory convened at the Intercontinental }lotel in Dublin.
'l'he first big debate centred around the liati"onel Li.bera""ion
Itront proposal contained in the "Ireland Today" docuuent com-
piled by the Conrnission estabLished by the previous Ard Fheis.
'l'he principlea enshrined in th.e docurirent addild up to fcrflral
recegnition and acceptance of trands already vieible in }{o're-
rnent policies such as joining with other.,radical groups for
tlle attaiflment of conmon ob-jeccives. Eut the vote which cae
a[ the end of a four hour debate was taken as a dry run for
lhe critical debace or the quesrion of the r:eiin"al of politic-
al embargoes due to take place on the iollowing day. The
Nstional Liberation Fr:ont concept passed r^,itb a hig raa-jority,

An extraordinarv G€neral Army Convention wag held inearly DeceDber, 1969. rne prr.po""- of 
';;;;;;;"".ion 

rras toteke a decision oa rhe results'of tt" -i.*i"rfon 
inquiringlnto rhe atructure of rhe Morrene;. 

-i; 
J;;"; of rhe SinnFein Ard Fheie due in Jenuery. d"-;#i;i;n rimerable rragbeing held. to deepite .t " in".."""j ;ffi;;;";" rhe NorrlErnrsaue aad ita uain recomendatio"-: ;;-;;..i"fue of abeten_tlon - wa8 to provide !!:,f i...1 "r,."i."."i.iii o".ru"r, thediffering viewpoints insr.de the LR.A.

In retrospect *rl,of 
. 
those. favouring change felt itwag--a blunder to have persisted in pushing the iasue to dec_18ron against the background of the upher;i-i. the Norrhand the tengions .*i"tlr,g 

"itt,in ti"-il;.;..";.a resurr ofAggu. r and rhe varioug.aiv.ropnenie-"i""""irrli. l,hay rctiweead ideaa eddied around u"r""'ti.-I,,ii..] iijl.,in" aingteeurface issue was to be_thar "r p.iiiilii ii"*itiri.y o, r,"#li:ff:.:;;:.o"." rt ,as an.u.,i;;;;.;;.i:""e at an un_

- Even before matters.came to a vote those opposed to end_rng abetention complain
not favour the nev-polild-that del'egates, nost of_ whon did
end the c";;"i;;.'"^iiiiil"lij,iTrffi ""iil::.,;r":: "ii;delegates ovn fault were not acceptable. -N;;;"" 

Belfastrepreeented as the Belfr
tr,l .r,y 

-i""i;, 
il-n;;' :::;:::,yd il.::l":T:f ::';:::X;;: ;

:H::t*" which had ."r,,it"d rilr-.t"'""rp..]i."*. in sept_

-__^- 
fr"- l"Ia dispute arose on.the iseue as to rrhether thevote rroul d have to be a rwo 

-thiras vore-o;-#"' rhe Chairmreventualty ruled rhet " ,iupr..najo;;;; ;"il.;"ffice beca:selli"l;l;li;,,:.*::1fi : r..i si,,"i"i"l i"o-^,'. "1, 
"use 

in irs*". oi-" 
- 
ir,i ;iliJ':ffi ll i]ifi ii} :',ff l,:rj.;:iffi ,*;.

trl:;i L*";.!2*r23,!.""*T k;'il;-'"" ';;; ;;; u;g,id "ti;-
The vote wae carried by Eore than a
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The firet clauee in the resolution to reff)ve political
embargoes read: tUTnt al'L enbargoes o?L political pdaticipd,t_ion in Polianent be renooed 1rcim the cohaUiioi *ra nitiil
The decieion to be oade on the Sunday evening wae clear andunequivocal. tlhen the vote tea finaffy takln the rction rragdefeated becauae it failed by 19 votes to obtain the nebees_ary two thirde najoriry in the 257 delegate aasembly. Foralrcst an hour efrenrarde it eeemed .u if the clash had beenaverted-and another year gained during which the trro side!
could fight for euprenacy. Then the etorE burar.

Dennig Cassin of Arnagh stood ap and proposed that a tca-olution pledging confidence in rhe I:R.A. ie iale.r. Thietrould onLy need a eirple uajority to pas8. Before the Cheir_ErE, Tou uitehell, had tine to rule on the aduiseability orothen ise of the rction Sean Mac Stiofain was at the floornicrophone pledgiug allegiance to thc provigional Anuy Coun-ei1. Hie brief enotion:filled statement wer ttre aigrr"l for
the 

- 
pre-arr.&nged. walk-out . Visitors and drlegaree iyq.aiii_1c to rhe t{ac Sriofsin-O,Bradaigh axis left th; Ard F}cir andadjourned to the Kevir Barry ttal1. in parnell Square. On thefollowing day a front page article by Micheel iliftu io the Ir_ish Press waa headed trMajor Eplit in Sinn Fein,t. The fornal_

,.t ie8 hed beeu ccnpleted.

rtAtlDA FALLAN DIES

On January 21, 1970ran event of little significance at
tlre rine took place in a Dublin Cour:t. Before the Corrrt
r.,sre tr.ro men, sean Doyl.e and Ton o! Nei1l., ehargec with rhe
lllegal possession of armg and wi:h shooting with :lntent ro
lomnit murder, They had first been arrested at Balj-yfenDt
Avenue on October 3, 1968, foli.owing a car: chase hy Gardaj,
nnd their case had been adjourned on nany occasions in the
lttervening period. Counsel fcr the prooeeution appl.ied
fr)r yet another remand on the grounds that certaiD key wit-
nolaes rere unable to be present because of i1lness. Justiee
Murnaghan refused to grant the adjourna:nt and the State,
lrccd with going ahead t ithout its key vitnesses, entered a
rrolle prosequi - a device nhich would al-1ow for re-arrest
rnd re-charging. But for some unexplained reason there !re-
r.! no re-arre6t8 and the tlro men waLked ouf, of Court and
voniehed.

It wa6 a tine of freqrlgng bank raids in the country.No
f6r,rer than twelve robberies had taken place since Iebruary
)7, 1967 when the Royat Bank, Drumcondra, was the target of
n daring raid by armed uen which netted about i3,OOO. In
I he popular inagination the raids u,ere the work of Saor Eirg
l peeudo-pol i ticaL grouping which seemed to use politics as
r flag of convenience for bank rai,is. The period since
August 1959 had 6een a veritable spate of such robberieq the
professed ain of which rlere to heLp the North, The llat i.onal
llank, Baltinglaaa, Co. Wieklow, yielded f.8OO; Ttre Northern
llank, Sth. Circular Road, E5,OOO; The National Bank, Kells,
tj,OO0; The National Bank in Coolock, f4,00O; Whitehall
lload PoBt Offi';er ilr200; and the Royal Bank, prussia Stre-
rt, Dublin t3,OO0.

Since August the raids had ,rot only increased in frequ-
oncy but also in the nuobers engaged on them ( there were
luelve nen involved at Kells) and in thej.r audacity. The
l).rpartnent of Justiee, under MicheaL i'rMrrain, did nothiflg.
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0n February Z0th, the llibernian Bank, Rathdrum, fell vic-
Eirn Eo seven armed and masked men rrho cut all connnunicaticns
with the vi1lage, fired a shot over the head of the sole cus-
todian of the L air, who appeared on the scene, and vanished with
!1r50O. Again no action was takeri.

There was a definite evidence of Covernmeot non-action if
not tol.eration. Exactiy why was a difficult question to ans-
$er. One theory was that Micheal 0rMorain had intervened on
one occasion in the interests of a person connected with Saor
Eire becausa lf 1oca1 ties in Mayo. Another was that Blaney's
contacts r,rith political elements in Saor Eire j.n the qu€st for
arms by the Sub-Comrittee had gi'ren encouragement to the idea
that Saor Eire, a semi-Government intermediary with arms Bupp-
liee in the U"S.A., erjoyed a certain inununity in other dir-
ections as we11. Certainly, in the sfterglow of the August
events Blaney had frequent recourae to the Saor Eire-iufected
Citizens Comnittee and certain of thei.r personnel had,ilnder-
taken flights to the States to provide arms for the Norch. fut
the connections of either men wittr Saor Eire were ill-defined
and of little public signifi,cance unril April 3, 1970.

0n Friday nnorning, April 3, at about 10.4Oa.m. the Royal
Bank, Arran Quay, was struck by armed inen. In cutting the
alam wire outside the Bank they actually triggered the alarm.
Gardai were al,erted and rushed ro ,,,re Bank. llaking their ae-.
cape the raiders shot dorrn Garda irichard Fallon, Fallon's
death. became a public sensation lrnnerliatql"y o road blceks we-
re set up on a1l- mair: roads but to no a,'ail. OlMo::ain visited
the widow of the dead Garda and offered a t-5rO00 reward for
information leading to the apprehension of the kille::s.

The daye fol!.owing vere fi11ed with crowd Bcer':ee snd
funeral ponp at rhe dae-d Garda wag bur:i-ed beceE"ttr a weight
of official hypocriay aeldon bel*i:e wiinc:'ised, S{rt rha
otficial tears and publie rtibei: tri.pr:ior f.iatr dad t:ottiing to
drnpen Ehe rieing criticierr ol tlie Ilcpartm€[t of Justice
rrmng tha rank and f i1e searbere *i the Carda. Rr:mura !Eul-
tlplird. Io senior Garda ranke tesentment at what appeared
to theE iudiecreet and indiscrioinate cofltacts vith subser-
rlves turoed to euapiciona and accusations. Everybody from
th. State Attorneyre office to the Seetetary of the Depart*
0l.nt began to feel thc heat. fhe Hinieter'e own reaclion
vas to publicly 8t8te hic intention of introduclig the aoen-
,d and controversial Crininel Juetice Bili.: privetely hc
turned to dxiak.

one of the first eff.cts of thc !:igi-ng tide of diaeat*
irfection within the Garda Siochana lrere the confitlential
r.porta nhich Chief Superintcndcat Fierdng of the SpeciaL
Drrnch began to aend directly to th. Sqcretary ro the D€p-
.rtnent of Justice, Peter 8crrY.

Ftrtringrs reports de8lt with Saor Eire activitiea &'tld

rleo Bith the connectiona betrreen Bl-&ney end Saor Eire and
Captain Kellyre apparent role as liaieon between varioua
Mlnisters - Gibbone, Ileughey and Lenihan were oentioned aa
woLl as Blaney - aa<i aleueots which Flening would conoider
rrlubveraivert.

In the cirda reporta and in the nind of Chief Superin-
tGnd€nt Fleoing Ehere $8s no diLstinctioB riade betteen the
rctivitiet of Captain Eelly' Lh€ liinieters mentioned' &!rd

lhe aetivitiee of Saor Eire.

,lllnuary aual a nistake in a
rnother of thc men named,
Po ttlaoise.

orHoreino a imediate reaettoa
ordcr that the infonoation in therE
privately warn the Uinigters named
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uinisterial order trsnsferring
Joe Ditlon. frnm tiountjoy #ail tc

the reportE waa to
doubLecheeked and to
thr inq'-riry ^ tihen
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A nost unusual otep was then taken by the Carda who iss-
ued a hue and cry listing sev*n men whofl they n'ished to inter-
view iir connection \,ri th the riid. This procedure lias tanta-
mount tc accusing the men named of nurder. All of them L'ere
imrediately identified in the popular iaagination as members
of Saor Eire, Three of the seven could stil1 be in Garda
custody were it not for lhe apparen! bungling in court in



a8sured thet the inforoation wes eccuraee he aeg tight aDd
took no action. Dissatiefaction within the Garda gre!, aa
thej inaction, in their opinion, related to the apprehension
of the killere of Garda Fa11on and their epparent feniliar-
ity with e,overnment llinietere.

Meaashile Captain Kelly had been very buay indeed. Ue-
ing the George Dixon account which had been opened in Baggot
Street on the seme date, November 14, 1969, aa the Anne Or
Brien account, he raa heavily engaged in atteupting to bring
in a.cargo of arms to Dublin. While the operation was in-.
tended to be discreet it wae made clear to the Dublin Cusmg
that it had official sanction when, on t'Iarch 25, Captain and
John Ke1ly drove to the dock6 in a hired truck to pick up an
expected cargo of armg frolo the Ciry of Dublin. On the ship
manifeet the arms were deacribed as "nild blue steelrr. Only
forty bullet proof ve8ts arrived, horrever, as the shippers
had refueed to ship the arms froru Antwerp.

The armg were aiready on the ship when it vae diecovered
that Captain Ke1ly had failed to provide the uandarory end
users certificate afld t-hey $rere off-l.ogdell. It t,a6 a fatal
bungle on Keliyrs prrt and rvas to tread to the presence of A1-
bert Luykx on the next atteryt becauae of his faniliarity
with impcrt procedures, Captain Yelly's attempts to get eer
Lingus bring in the arms on a r:egi,l.ar 6cheduled flight feiled
but effectively.spread the nerra ,rf the "secrettr uotiL it be-
came one of the beeE knoun seer:ets in L:eLand. On the Contin-
ent a membex of the Schleuter armamenta firm earned his re-
tainer fee fron lSritish Intelligence by tipping then off €bout
the crder of arI[s for lrel.and and the pay ent8 nade.

John Kel1y and llugh 1.,[cAteer contacted Blaoey in Dubfin.
llrneyta responge rraa to contsct other members of the Govern-
mant. Lynch had left for a treekend in Barley Cove, Wedt Cork
rnd could not be ccntacted by telephone.It rras reported thet the George Dixon sccoune had paid

an initial deposit of t3,000 into Schleuterrs tianburg account
in early January. A fortnight later a further payment was
made. In uid-February Captain Ka11"y himself undertook a trip
hariing obtained ttle corisent of his euperior Colonel l{eff,eron.

Gibbons had left for hie home in Kilkenny but rhe Garda
.t Naaa rlere asked to intercept him. Gibbons ::aag back and
,'vrntually contacted the chief of staff at the curragh ArEy
(:amp and a pre-arranged plan trarrrferring 5oO !,ee EnfielC rif-
lrr and 31000 gaa r0a6ks to Dundalk Barrecks ssas put into oper-
et lon. The initial stage of the masEer p1afl thus triggered
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{ l)ortmund Bank. A fe$/ days lBter he uer rsith Schleutel in
lrrrtmund to digcues the exact natrlre of the arms anC aemunit-
Ion. On Merch 4, Caprain Kel1y net rrith Defence Minieter
rilhbonB to explain the need for the next triP to Europe. On
rhlr trip Schleuter had promioed that the arms would be seot
lr,rm Antlrerp on March 17. A1l- this was duly reported co
nr ltish Intelligence.

on ldarch 17n an already rrervous Gibbons wao atanding be-
rltlo llaughey on the reviering stand for the St. Patrick Dayrg
lrlluetrial Parade in Dublin, suggesting that CaPtain Kel1y be
rrrn.ferred from his Arrry duties. I{aughey suggeeted thst he
h.r'one a pig anr:ggling lnspector aloflg the Border. This would
lrrlp hin by giving hitn a nell "covert' ae his activities htere
l,y now widely knor.,n aBa would sti11 allow him to continue in
' l{rre cooperation with the Northern Defence peopLe. It was
nlrney vho resisted the oeed for this move.

Io the event, parE of the cargo promised on March 17eh,
urrived in Dublin on March 25th - the bu1let proof vests des-
, rlbed a6 I'proteetive elothing". The "nild blue steel" fail-
o,l to arrive and thi.s " neces sita ted a further trip to the Con-
r lrront. KeI1y, accompanied this tirne by Albert Luykr, flcw
.'ut to Antrrerp on April lat. On the evening of Thursday,
Aprll 2nd, serious rioting broke out in Ballymurphy when eix
lrrrndred Britieh troops rlith arnoured Saracens in eupport nared
l|lto lhe aree. Troope used tear-gaa Irhen stoned and the huge
rrtate erupted with violence.

. On February 19, Captain Kelly waa again airborne carrying
rrith hia on thia occasion llO,OOO in eash shich he lodged in -
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In Dublin on the Banc
ahot dead.

day, April 3rd, Garda I'al1on wae

could not go into ita aecond stage because the rrnild blue
Bteelrr rraa still on the Continent. A few daye later the
violence died out in Ballymurphy. For Jack Lynch it wee a
rude awakening. Ile now knew who ruled the country, and it
wasnr t Jack Lynch.

The urgency comnunicated itself to the continefit and on
April 3 Kelly and Luykx met rrith Schleut€r who informed ttEto
that che artns rrere on their way to Trieete. Kel1y a8ked ttEt
they be etopped at Vienna and he would arrange to fly theo
from there to Dublin. Luykx rrrote out a personal cheque to
cover the costa of a chartered plane and the purchase of
soo€ addi.tional arma. The flight date ltaa tentetively 8et
for April 7 th.

The Garda Cc,rnrnissicuer, i11 ;31r:ipi: cr inii:rmilIi''-l f rorn the

tlrrr.rlialBranchcourtesyofBritishTrrteliigenceowasalready
,1,,,."', t"i"ii, ' u itip :c vienna ar"1 tire fact that pass'rge th.'

rrrrrgh customs- for a suspect ronsignrnen" had belrn a:l':aniled ' Not

r,,,,,ii"g-rt 
" 
iL.r he shouid "t ot itot, the ccusnissicner appiiec

i,, itn"o"puttrent of Justice for a diiecticn' o'Morain was

rrot available. Berry r"as left holding the can' lie r+as also

"r^r"'ai.i-f,f. o""po.,"ibilit'y was a1I the Sre3Eer L'ecause of

tt'l'lorain's alcoholic "aui". 
' And ire was reading a publication

tlrot Taoiseach .lack Lyncli was al so reading at the same time'

Hibernia magazine oo April i7th, publisheo a damning in-
rllctment of the Departro.,a Lt Justice irr relation to Saor Eire

rnd the ceath of caraa raiton' Calling for an independent in-
;,;;.;';";;-;;" 

- 
rhol" i,",'" of no11e Proseques and other evid-

;;,;;'"; ir,t"tion, Hiber:nia hinted broaclly at the saor Eire con-

rrr.ctions of 0'Morain ."a-u.t"a about the- "p.ossibilitg of po.l,it-
',:,';i';;;";7";";;;;'- irttii, t;he a'ttho,i ties tt,De been quilts
,,1 nealiaenee....or thosL iane aufthot'ities uere ,influ-eneed by

"'i,r-iijt""i"'trZ""rr2' 

ir'lhn propn, discharqe of theit' dutv't'
i;i;;;;;.""'".-;"ir""Lit g poputar feeling and a.dding a pointer'
jl'lre ful1 evidenee of the "political pressure" connecElng var-
i,ru" 

- 
co.r"tr*..rt Ministers "itt' "t,n" 

importation and Saor Eire
i,'i-ii at. files on the missing Minister's desk'

Berry was appalled. Not only uas the- information cont-

ained in the files of an explosive nature which would bring
down the Government but too many people were now aware of Cap-

i,,i" i"iryi" activities. Then there was the widespread Garda

,""".rtr"ni toward€ the DePartment and the application for a

iir""al""-rr"rn the Minister. Tl.Ie request for a directive was

rrdistinctvoteofnoconfidencebytheGardaSiochanainthe
Depsrcment '

Whennoansl{eltL]theiirst].eqllestilasforthcomirrgafur-
, r,". t"q.r""t f or a <'iirective was lodgerl ' !iith his ovrrr iliui s"'

ll'labsentandthequestionofanar".ns..'alg()exPectedholrr:1y
,rt Dublin Airport' Berry made his rroi': f at'tr--u s -pl'one-cal'1 to llau-

,,,i'"r. 
" - -r".,*r,Ly t*urisui f -rorn the cal 1 that 0'l'iorain had either

,l,t cold feet or I et xlatielrs out ''i 'oniri)l ' 
'i':e Car'la had

FROM AUYUAL ASSISTANCS 10 BIACINAIL

In the itays following April" 4th Capiain Keilyrs atterytg
to get first Aer Lingua, and then Acr luras qo fly in the
arma to Dubj.in Airport led to more i"nquirira being nade trith
Government Departments. A meeti-nl involving Luykx and kian
Lenihan of Traosport and Power wh'ch took place in the OId
Shieling Hotel, Raheny, made its way i.nto Flemingis repott
to Berry irr Justiee. i('rl-ly puehed ahead lrith Eettling the
detaile for importation end {1erd out to Vienfla with luykx on
lriday, Apri1" 17th, to neet llith Schleuter and fix rrp the
final detaile of Ehe charter fiight to Dublin.

On the erre norning the fuse eo carelesely laid by Kel!
began to burn. Dublin Airpott authorities began to check
out the authorisation from the Department of Einance quoted
by Captain Kelly for allowing the arm6 cargo through without
custom8 aearch. Ihe Departnent of Traneport and Power re-
ceived che call but referred the Airport query on to the D€p-
artEat of Jugtice. Preegure tegan to build up at Justic€.

59

bU



Wednesdan April 23, was Budget Day bul, the Minister for
Flnance had blen takefl to hospital ear:ly that morning fol1or'-
i"*-.-i"ii-t..u his horse in ihe stable yard' l,tith rhe Bud-

.;[ ;.-;;i"g in and Mr. otMorain to interview it proved a

iir"y'l.v-i"I r,y".rr. The decision Ehat oiMorain would have

Io co sras already made. The question was how to ease hin
;,,;,i" 

";; 
"""*i.i""a 

resi-gnation would lead-to public spec-

ulrtion and the Garda wouli soon arm oppositiorr T'D's with
i'r,.-i."f reasons. There mrst be an explanation and it col1d

not be the real one.

o'Morain agreed to the inevitable and quickly thou8ht of

the way out - a nanner 5o distracting thsr it proved a comp-

llte succeas" He rsas already due to go to a Nursing llome

i,'.-.-;"rr."i. He decided to 8o with a bang' 0n the evening

,rl Budeet dav he sas due to atiend a lega1 dinner in the Gre-

.i,r*-i3i",l-' a-c.i.ai." lawver spoke ai the dinner praising
,,,.e.;"i- S"r r i;"". With caiculaied aim rhe Minister heckled

,i,"""pu.k", about the man who demanded his Dofley in advanee

Ior defending Roger Casement. Shortly afterwards the Minis-
i,'i ;"off"ptIa" Ind was taken to Mount carmel ' Lynch was

ii,""ti"it-'" 1"ry", hirnself , he could..use.the prima facie ca-

rc of iLl health thus estabiished to "retire" the Minister'
'l'he follohrin8 days PaPers carried the Etory of orMoraiors

"r:o11apse".

The next few tlays were fiLled with manoueverings ' A

',,ceti;; 
i; ;la.,ey's Lffice between the Minister for Agricult-

,rr.. CIUUorr" from Defence and CaPtain treL1y and Colonel Heff-
;;;; ;;-il;;tl.v, eptir 23, brokl up inconclusivelv' Gibbons.

had. however. tora captaii'xeiry ttr"t he was in tthe hoE seaC

;i;il;";;;-i.;ki;B i;. an ouE. Blanev was in ravour of
p.."i"ti"g with thi arms irnportation' It would be possible
i.;-;;;-;;."" on it in ttre iait if anv questions aroEe' Tte

nurin congensu8 fear at the time h'as not as among Lhemselves

ril Ministers but as betl'een their Government and the 0pposit-
lon. If the story broke the Government would faIl'

By ltay 1st' Lynch had ah:eady spoken with Blaney and

r:lbuons. 
-By 

Miyr- Lst there uas babinet unanimity that the
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anticipated mattera and placed a cordon around,the AirPort
."i ""1" ready to seize any cargo brought in' rBetter call
il;;i.-;ii-rg otr', reaeoned ltaughev ' The inPortant thiflg
now was that tie whole affair not become public knowledge:

the authorisation from the DePartment of Finance was with-
drawn.

On Saturday evening, April 18, when Captain Ke1ly rang

his home in oubiin, his-wife told him that the Airport wa8

"r-rrrourraea 
and thai the goods would be seized and he hirnseLf

arrested. He was to stiy where he was and John Ke1ly would

iiv-i"a ihe folloritg day with the new arrangerents ' John

i.iry-i"iy arrivetl oi tnl fo11o*ing dav and on-Mondav' April
2oth, Capiain Ke1ly cancelled the t'hole operation' on the

follorinl day the iwo Kel1ys anri Luykx arrived home on the

same p1ane.

llith orl'lorain incormlnicado in the West of lreland and

the uepaitment of Justice under aiege both from public opin-
i." ."i-irr" rank and file of the Garda' Lyneh was consulting
,ritt, p"t.. Berry on the Monday and Tuesday, April 20 and 21'

A first reading of the files supplied by }'leming connecting
Haughey, Blaney, Gibbons and Lenihan with aEtenpts at armg

irpEttliio" or,'ih" orr" haail ard tre hotbed of Saor Eire activ-
ity in a:, Kildare Street on the other filled him with horor'
Otiloraints non-action coupled t"'iti^ the widespread rumours of
his subterranean connecrior:s with the organisation that was

no!, the rDost talked of in lreland in connection with lallonrs
death added uP to a scandal. that would cause the Governrient

io fa11 in ignominy. As early as April ?oth, Lynchrs main

concern was io salvage Ehe Government of which he was titular
head.

Both the Minister for.rustice and the Minister for Def-
ence ltere involved. There eeemed to be no way of '.saving the
Go.r"at aoa. The first move, however, would be to discover
exactly how far the Government was compromised ' she Mini ster

for Deience was ordered to instruct rhe Director of Aruy In-
telligence to prePare a ful1 report on the arms importatlon
attes.)ca. 51



EatEer uould be dropped end forgotren. in iuLur€ afly big
unilerraking like the Sub Cormittee'o arne imPortation $ould
be broughc for approval before the full Governtrent ' It a'as

generaliy felt tirat rhe sacrificr of 0'Morain would srrffice
io plecate the Garda in telation Eo the circuxastancea aurr-
o,rtrdiog thc death of Fallon. Kevin Boland visited Haughey

ia qhe Frter to bring his the good newe. The srieie aeEEd

to be rerolviag itoelf t/ithout any publir knowtedge ot out-
ery.

But cven as Bol and spoke \ri th llaughey in the Uater CaP-

tain Ke1ly rrat being questioned in the Bridewell. Hie in-
terrogation reveals rhat vea uPpermst in the rninds of the
Gardel oo page 31 of hie "ordera of the Captain" he deg-
cribes thc aranatic intervierr with Chief SuPerintend.nt
?leming and Inapector Doocay. ttYout?e in a epot. A sta'te-
ncnt..itte 10@ aLL about it,..Iou'te up to aout neck in it.,
Itlat do Aou ir:lou &out the fuib FaLLm nutiex? " Kelly na8
ghocLrd -aud iadignant. He knew nothing abbut Fallonrs ki11-
ing. Il rae mre than liketry that both Elenuing and Doocey
rcllised this but were trying to acare hio into iupl'icating
Bla[ey ttho had contacted Saor Eite sourced in the queBt for
aror iudiately after Auguat 169. Lynch interviewed Ke11y
ia the afterooon in the hope that he oight diacover mre in-
foroation but captain Ke1ly, quite naturally, eritr nothing:
a! a r€tired Aruy Officer, with hia career in ruine, he had
trothiag lefc but hia liberty. Ttre oovernnent would have to
fiBd their ED acapegoats.

On the evening of May 4, a brief Governmnt ttaEeoent
ehnounced: "ltltc l,tlniatei for Juetiee, lb. lttcleal O'lbtain'
lr& tofuA tetdcteil to the ?aoieeach- hie 19e-iqna|ion de a ments

ber of ihe Gotsetunent ofl the g"ol,md.o of iLL .health. ?ltc
faoia'each lue aecepted the Mtnietet'e decieion ttth regret
otd in aceotdowe ;nith A"ticle 28'9-3 of tllo Cootittttliot'
lae adoieed the fueeident to dccept tlat decieiotz. " It was

the first ia a aerieg of judicioue liea ained st salvaging
tha GoverD@ot.

The Taoiseach rae laler to adEiE in tr,e 'Dai1 : :tJ did
h,Mklg euggest to him tlwt he shot:Ld. res'i.gn becaase of kt)s
i,mdition nainly ord bacaz;se of the Length tsf ti:ne he uaa
I iketg to terain under neaical treatmett. t' Aaother lie.

By Tuesday, May 5' it looked as if rhe cri.sis ight pass
rrnrroticed. .At nid-day Lynch, Blaney and Hillery lunched
ylth the Ccmittee of the R.D.S. at Ballsbridge.

Buc that evening id the Dail the clouds quickly gathel3i
rjain.

The first real knowledge of the secret activity had rea'
r,hcd the Opposition Leader, Lian Cosgrave. The note in his
poreession read: ttA plot, to brLng in ar'rne fz'om Gennany uotth
llt),O)O for the Not'th und.er the guise of the Deparbnent of De-

J'once twe been d{.scopered. Ihoae inool.ted are - Captain 
._.

,lanee XeLLy L0,, CoL. Heffeton, Diteetov of fntelligence (bo-
th hetd oue? the ueakend in the tuideutell), G[bbons, Haughey
,nd the Jones Brol:lters of Ratfuninee Road and Rosapena Hotel'
h)negdl. See that tnis eeatdnl is not huahed up. G4RDAtt.

But ther'-no€e wsesancnlrmous and Coagrave did not feel like
llutting hie ful1 weight on it. When 0']'!orain's 'resignation'
vlo announced, howev€r, he nerved hinself to ask if this lras
,rnly '!the tip of the iceberg"' and eotld other Ministerial res-
lgnarions be cxpected. Lynch resPonded: I dontt knou uhat
l he DeputA ie xefer'tng tott.

Lynctr left the ChamLer a scared man. The story t aa out:
the dogs ifl the Etreet would eoon be barking'tt.

Coegrave spent the aftetnoon trying to establish more
, r)ncrete evidence about the ba,-:kground to the iotrigui.ng mess-
,rlt". l{e scught and obtainsd arr d1/p.rint&ent with the Taois-
rech st 8.oopm" rhat. evening. Lynch spent sone tine convinc-
lrg Cosgrave that Gibbons nss not inv,:l-ved" Thie rlas vital.
11 cibbons were found to have heen involved then nc Cabinet
rorhuffle or sacking of Minietere vould suffice -the Gorern-
rmnt in toto erould have to resign.
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Coagrave gwallored the story and afterwards failed to
mention Gibbons in his oention of the anonymous note" Lynch
ha<t already nerved himself for the task of reque6ling the
reeignations of Blaney aad Haughey. About 9.45p.m.follow-
ing the interview with Cosgtave, Blaney was sent for. Both
he and Haughey refused to resign and argued that the Taois-
each ehould brazen it out in the Dai1.

The only issue between the two Ministere and Lynch was

ho,rv best to deal with the matter in the Dall: al-l ehared
the concern to ea"Je the Fianna Fail adninistration. Lynch
insisted. flaughey and Blaney were dismissed and Boland,
outrag€d at this capitulation to Fine Gael , reoigned in pro-
test. About 3.0oa.m, on the nnrning of May 5 tl.e starBling
nes'a rraa released. Ihe big question was whether the Goverr-
ltrent would survive the ine..ritable Dail debete that r.routrd

fo1low. Iynch and the sacked Hinister agreed to make sure
it woul"d.

I'ihen the Dail met on Friday, uay 8th' the Goverffrent
aide of the hou8e was bound together b.y a conmon fear - that
rhe Opposition would invoke the ghost of Garda Fa11on --rehi 1e
the Opposition was hindered by a lack cf ary ddstinct inform"'
ation. The previous day had been weLl- ueerl by !'ianna FaiL
and a uniteC front was presented in the Houae. Ttre debate
ta8 to continue for tlro days. Brll.and earthed his anger in
the anon)rnous Civil Servant whom he claimed collaborated lrith
British intelligence to c,:ntrive the crisis. No narea were
rntioned but Peter Berry or SuPerintendent Ilerning or flen-
ingte secretary Patrick Crinion might have been the Person
alluded to.

Ritchie Ryan alluded to the fact that tThe krda. ave ee?-
tainly aLL conplaining tlnt they Ttanse rnt been gioen the fae-
ititiee dd the scope necesoarnl to brtng the rwtderere of
krda EaLLon to justice. " Generally, horever, th. OPPcsiEion
apeeehee were acattered and mis-informed. Most of the refer-
rocea aentioned Cosgravete "tip of the iceberg" remark of a

fes dayr previously. But Liaru Cosgrav. had flothing to add.

llo eat in an excited Dail like a man who had etruck arr oii
guaher buE who lacked the means to caF it,

Blaneyte speech proved the nain excitement of the day.
l,lke Boland, he linked the at:ms running and Saor nire a11lg-
dti.on6 in his prepared speech. ttT 

t )filt at this time
ntt aightu ny to deal Dith the allegations of gun-ntnning th-
tL hate be_en rade so fz,eely i.n so nnny placea during these
last fea daye and to say here befcre the llouse trwt f ?noe
ntn no gun6, f haoe proeured no guns, I lnoe paid for" rn
guns, I _|xase. p"ooided no noney to buy gtns and angbody uho
naya othem'sise, is tot telling the truth.

"I alect uent to deal aith the rrueh npiTe 'sinister, far
rar-e sub-tle- and b,Lackguardlg tunaure that are being epread,
,md, indeed, .peddLed around. .in oatioua ua7s,... t?nt 7 hatie
rtr had anything to do vith eubtsereitse orgaanisations in so
Jhr. ae this countty ie concermed. ?o those uho ate eaying
and _to those uho eag tLnt f haoe oty Link utth this LouZy 

-
altfit, Saaz' Eire, .. I uant to saA tLnt I lnoe nothing but
l.he ubost eontenpt and any aseociation uith them uoulld be
t$ r,epugvant to me aa it uould be to afi.A othey, Menber in
l.hie Houset'. Blaney L,ent on to describl the scandal being
Irawked about his Saor Eire connections. ,lThe bLackening
ipenation uas that this then could be seen to be a tie bb-
Lueen certain nwtipulatione tlat ane aaid to lnnse occurued
hecanee of Gooerwnent Menbets interuention qnd influence to
Lry .an4 cooetl up and. to allout to eecape from this country,
ae ,it is. said theg haoe eeecpcd, the rmpderete of Nck '
I'aLLon. tl

Blaney believed in taking the bull by rhe horns. The
Opposition Blept on. Blaney continued on giving the sub-
itanc-e of the agreement nade the previous day. ?tf an speak-
ing fo1 Deputy Chaz,Lie Haughey and nryseLf hen I saA that
l-here. is to q.ueetion about our alleg,l.6la's to the LeZd.emhip
of _Fianrn Failr, to the members of t;he Gooermnent, and pasi
,rtLl,aagu.es, dild to the nan nenbez,s aji@ &.e e,rrrtng dnto'
tiotlertunent" 't
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Oa the rvening of l'lay 9th, a lighthearted Taoiseach rose
to aEot[r the debate. He was no8t careful to speak highly
of the dianissed Miniatetsr mentioned a "bright future" for
Itaughey, aad reduced the rrhole action to the questioa of a

"breath of auapicion" attaching to Minieterar nan€e. '\ an
eatiafied tlat DeputA Gibbone uas Ttot insoloed in the inpott-
ation of d,fino't . Gibbons was saved: ao waa the GovernEe[t.
Coriah, the Labour Leader, cnded the debate by calling the
credibility of Gibbons into question. t'It uae eotrebody elae,
tlot I, ulo caat euapicion on DeWW Gibbonett, Lynch reeponded.

Ttre Dail divided on the question of the newly appoiated
Ministera, Cronin, Collina and Molloy and the coutinuation of
the other Governnent Ministere including Gibbone. Neil Blanq
and Kcvin Boland voted rirh the Governn€ntr 'Haughey vaa re-
cuperating at Ltr8 hoDe and could not be prrsent"

the Goverrulent and the Party had been gaved but a vital
chalgc had taken placc. Blaney and Haughey non found ther
selves outeide the Cabin€t. Lynch held the high ground aad
deteroined to hold it. II€ had ected in deaperatio[ but had
uon through.

Utioned", Haugheyrs challenge afrer rhe
l[ expected but shortlived. He rrent on to
D Ur. Gibbons.

Four Courts trial
vote confidence

6E

lh,l",?ffi:'il, l'19,lo'li',H'i;:H l:l:,.":j::,i';i:H:;
J,,l nanner which would stil1 leave themselves official lianna
l1- candidates. A f ortnight before Christnas Lynch acatter-
Ithe challenge by bold1y reminding the dissidents of thcir
Jdy background. By now he himseif and his Government had
J- autf icient distanee betlreen thernselves end the saEe 6hady]1ines.f-
!' A convicted member of Saor Eire, padraic Drryer, was unex-
trltcdly releascd frour jail and a Special Branch guard put on
f,r f lat. 

. 
The trial Judge made a starement which help;d gi.ue

lr inpression that Dr.,yer had talkeil. lhe new lliniatlr fJr
]flice, Des Orlralley boldly announced the threat of intern-
Ifit and based the threat on Government knowledge of ,,project-

f 
tant raids and kidnapping arrempts,,.

I Ttle threat, oatensib).y ained at Saor Eire or Republicans,
!r actually aimed at Blaney and successfully helped epiead
fl -r*:1.i":ide the Fianna Fail organisation. ihe cirallenge
f, the "dissidente" faded. From being euper-patriote, they'
ffaoe aemi-crininal. The only salvaiion- wae' inside iianna
!11. - llaughey opted for ealvation. B)-aney continued to try
!d rake a deal but Lynch rranted no deal . ihe dead hand of
lfda Fallon would keep Blaney and anyone else who would care
J Joi" him in their place. o'Morain dropped fron sight in
Fyo. ftre polre r Btruggle was over - for the t irne being at
lmat .

NSTSCRIaT

It sas ooly in the rreekg folLowing the Cabinct crieis th-
at the e:eeIled uinisters realieed their real poaition. The
haodiag of papera to the State Attorney and the trour Courta
trial rrhich ensued ahowed Lynch I a intent hardening. They were
being frozen out and their naoeg bhckened. Fron running
scared from the ghost of Garda I'allon, Lynch began to use it
to blackuail the trdissideotsrr aa they caE to be kaorn.

In the lnterval before the Four Courta trial on october
7th, and the final acquittal Bo).and approached both llaughey
aud Blaney in an atteqt to organiae with theu "to rescue 8ia-
oaa Fail". lle recorde the result in hie book. ttl could get
to ag?eqerlt - nor uaa there ang &iaagreenent, I got the im-
preaoiott of ohadod bottng about d. issue, uhich t,tao neoe?
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