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P NO MAN IN NG  NATION

The ideas, political forces and personalities
mentioned in this document are entirely fict-
icnal and bear no relation to any country or
person living or dead.

To everybody affected by the revelations con-
tained herein it can only be said that its
publication was actuated neither by malice
aforethought or malice afterthought. Its only
possible importance or influence is moral.
No man in no nation may claim otherwise,
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THE  SUCCESSION  RACE

s On November,10th, 19?6, Sean Lemass resigned suddenly as

ox§each and leadersof Fianna Fail. The much publicised suc-

2:3:{3?.race spayked by th? Lemass resignation first brought

o ¥;g i: attentlzn the alignments within the party which were
ure more and mwore in "split" talk ri 3

. nd : right up to Ma

when the arms crisis burst on a startled public? 7o 1275

i gzzzgedColleg ;?d Charles Haughzy soon emerged as the
nders, Colley returning precipitatel

: - 3 y from a tour
;:zoad to line up h%s support. Colley had cultivated an I;hh

chiz:‘E;a::g %ﬁpubl;caﬁ image and was generally regarded as

older of the De Valera moral tradition withi

_ within th

g:r;z;n Lzaughey had one obvious advantage: he was aon-in—i:;
mass. His big disadvantage, however i
! 3 : -3 : was his un-
rzzzlarxty with the farming community as the Ta;isaach-ship

takes came at the end of a year in which, as Minister for Ag-

rigul¢smsy he ha S .
Alf:cia:::n, d rebuffed and humiliated the National Farmers

fous gzlley, aged'ﬁl, and Haughey, aged 41, were both ambit-
. con,titz@::j ?esgizi.or, perhaps, because they shared the mme
‘ n in North-East, had beceme deadl it
rivals., As each canvassed s r a 2 Eeton
A C uppert the clash became a head
confrontation with the part bided
‘ y rumoured to be equally divi
;:d the bitterness between the contestants out in ythGVlge:n
ughey was the favourite until the "0ld Guard", led by Eite;-

nal Minister Frank Ai : y
i ra—— iken, moved in and made Colley their fav-

As the c?nfrontation hardened the feeling grew within th
p;yt? that unity and the reins of power meant more than p::so:-
;oizggsauinzﬁzesezrch foF a compromise candidate began at once,
supycr; i e.thl.- or Social Welfare, who had not given his
s ungb;e er of the two young men, nominated Neil Blaney.
s a;u ne to openly sponsor the candidature of his gon-in
hogﬁ oy ghey, now moved. H%s nomination of Jack Lynch caused

aney and Haughey to withdraw and Colley was crushed bya
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53 to 19 vote. Party unity had been salvaged and & man widely
held to be an interim Taciseach elected: the Colley~Haughey
power struggle could fester on beneath the surface.

In his acceptance speech the new Taoiseach wade clear
that he would rule very much in the Lemass manner. Paying
the usual lip-service to the Irish language, he talked about
the desirability of entering the Common Market and announced
he would continue the dialogue begun the previous year with
the Six Counties Premier. Lynch’'s first Cabinet put Charles
Haughey in the powerful and preatigious post of Finance, thus
rescuing him from Agriculture and Fisheries and giving him a
marginal advantage over his rival Celley. This move by Lynch
could be interpreted both as & gesture to the father-in-law
and a repayment for Haughey's withdrawal in his favour. - Blaney
took over in Agriculture and Boland went to Local Government -
positions all three were atill holding four years later.

The intervening four years were to witness the rise of
the Civil Rights Movement in the North and the slow transfer-
ence of the leadership struggle inside Fianna Fail to the even-—
ts and issues thrown up by that majox upheaval. The first
major development of the period, however, proved to be what
became known as the "Donegal Mafia™. These were a dedicated
group of Fiamnna Fail party workers and businessmen supporters
who stormed into critical bye-elections and usually managed
to bring off the victory.

One of the best examples of a Mafia Operation came in the
Summer of 1967 during the closely contested South Kerry bye-
election. In a piece of blatant corruption Cork contractor
P.J. Hegarty, a Fianna Fail business supporter, was awarddd
the contract for the building of the Valentia Bridge. The fact
that Hegarty's tender for the conatruction of the bridge was
£115,000 dearer than that gubmitted by another contractor of
world wide repute and that the design was years out of date
did not matter, What did matter was that the Valentia Bridge
Committee held the votes of the islanders for the candidate
who could do most to expedite the building of the long awaited
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bridge and that He

garty was a businessman in good standing with
the Party.

O'Leary, the Fianna Fail candidate, polled 13,590 votes m
the final count to Begley of Fine Gaell 12,807 - a majority of
785 votes. The block vote of the islanders for the Fianna Fail
candidate was estimated at 595 votes..which proved the decisive
factor in the election result, And if the bridge was a monum-
ent to corruption the islanders did not think so and three yea-
rs later Neil Blaney, now a fired Cabinet Minister, was invited
down to perform an unofficial opening, Bye-election victories
like South Kerry helped spread the fame of the "Donegal Mafia"
and Blaney became the acknowledged machine man of the Party,

In May, 1967, the smouldering enmity between Colley and
Haughey burst into the open when Col

ley made a speech alleging
"low standards in high places". Fianna Fail backbenchers admit-
ted that the attack was aimed at Haughey. What the particular
standards being referred to were, were never made public, Both
Colley and his ambitious wife, Mary, share a strong moral ortho-
dox outlook and both are strong

and committed Catholics, Hau-
ghey, married to the daughter of the previous Taoiseach, had a

reputation as a rake and a womaniser, Stories of Haughey's
conquests in the female world mingled easily with rumours and
descriptions of his business and property speculations. His
punch-up with Eamonn Andrews over an insult given to the latt-
er's wife made good beer talk in the bars and lounges of Dublin.

Colley's intention may have been simply to disassociate
himself from this aspect of his Cabinet colleague's affairs or
it could have had a more serious political aim, Whatever the
intention Labour and Fine Gael spokesmen in the Dail took it
upon themselves to interpret Colley's words for the public at
large, Following a week of speculation on the latest instal-
ment of the Colley-Haughey clash Mr, Colley stated in the Dail
that in fact he had been speaking about the Coalition Cabinet

of the previous decade! Once again Fianna Fail had closed the
ranks and there the matter rested,

o]

i iking point. An attewpt
ed to be the next big ta 0in ;
b BIT:EA Ezo:ystematize the Party's ?und raising ret:zaggz
wzth 2tsybig business backers, it qu;;glyﬂrinlénzzoVEd e
i i i Lublin Hote
-a~plate dinners in the leading ' _
:éggc:iSe fund-raiser and acceptable to the businessmen supp

; in
‘orters who availed of the opportunity to spend the evening

discussing their business problems with the Mlnlsger. rgu:gn
ey iso tended to attract pickets and gave a.gouden prop g
e : sos to the Opposition. ”Persevere".sald Blaney ban‘
the '022:3 would go away and public critl?xsm f?de.Aci ;:s
e plg Kevin Boland, one of the leading lights in ? .
i me opinion. Fianna Fail persevered.for exghteegl )
zgntg: ::d atpthe 1968 Ard Fheis the partg faltyigtaﬁzzz o;
i i is impassicned justi o«
;:zAa Stggglzgwﬁzizlgi fzzkzzsa:m?f the American fund-raising

style was in for keeps.

Other American principles were alreﬁdy in ope:::tzz. E:'

ty discipline and the "jobs for the boys" ethic opa N

v level, In Donegal in May, 1968, four Fianna F Co.
everyillors were called to a specially conv?ned m?et1nﬁe and
gz::; to apologise for defying the Party whip qurlni Eouncill-

i ate collector. Each of the recalcitran ! e
;;:nw:£eat; repeat the words of their pledgilofslgiieiy i,

e four men concerned, Counci or i

;::hz:rzzé Huzzin, had failed to vote to gpp01nt Hr;sTe::{e
Blaney, a brother eof the Minister for'AgrlculﬁurzéfiCial il
Collecgor for the Milford area. Teddy was the B
choice for the position. One of.thg four men, fare e
" Friel, refused to attend the disciplinary meetlgg; i

ity s&rvived the crisis and Teddy Blaney wasasu seq

appointed Rate Collector to the Ramelton area.

1968 a 56 acre site at Woodville, Ath¥one,

was sdeAtgu:;eogffgce of Public Hor%s for thefn::h?:zztgﬁﬁft

tion Offices. One of the dxrgctors 0 ne Ind-

o E?uia“states Ltd., which sold the site to the Bo?r ) turn
ugtrli t; be Paddy Lenihan, a T.D. in the_FLann? Fail ?;a:r
:sto:nd father o©f the Minister for Education,Brian Lenihan.
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launcigggew:: the year when Blaney and Boland teamed up to
FebEnEnt o mgaxgn which was to get rid of Proportional Rep-
constituenc o subsﬁlFUte for it the British single seat
tually iveyﬁ' The ?lrSt past the post™ system would vir-
Holdinggthe b;anna Fail the title deeds of Irish democracy
¥ail would end8865t031ngle bloc of votes in the State Fian;a
the suspense fup WE'kR B Overhelming Dail majority and end
81ectio§s En zh narrow votes in the Dail and critical bye-
been: defeated ie country. A.pr?vious attempt in 1959 had
Bev o tha Dg knba tlcget svllgtlng Referendum which sent
The Referendu; w&:tfzzigcgzg Eéi Eropfzal to abolish P,R.
: . ober - a date i
ﬂ;;itznzzﬁgrtlmeﬁfor the tailwind from the first ;2;§2 %i:;l
in the Southontaézggbzi gzs §Or§h to register with the voters
p * 2th in : .
the warnings of Northern speaker:riikiQEZr:mo;}onal lmpact to
opting the North's electoral SyEt i, vy Fitt about ad-

The Re i
ferendum result went massively against the Govern-

—— " :

aress?ithTﬁeﬁggz? dﬁfeat 1n.rura1 and a 70/30 defeat in urban

g . ia ad carried the day for the Government by

v W gin 1n Donegal but South Kerry provided the onl
Joy in what had proved to be a debacle for Fianna Fai{

goat ::SAuXZZYQulckly discovered when the search for a scape-
goar get abandway. The Co}leyi*es within the Party were in
Pt onlgg.the project and their attitude quickly
g o) h; pu 11c‘press. B}aney stood firm, however
e e, W tﬁ prestige and position - despite the Refer;n-
Pl TAg; he was able to persuade Lynch to join the
e to an . % In_Gctober Lynch had attended a TACA
Shpinar to p;: on Soc1a} Jgstice". The exercise aimed at
g p§Ob1CA by assocTatlng_the Taoiseach's fine phrases
i Sl ems.and their ?ellef with a defence of the oé-
e s&Pgnsorlng the seminar. TACA Chairman, Mr. D
g 'iuil the few words - "TACA, in simple terms is.a
pla hundied nq ?zgqnzsatton and our members, numberin; over
o mang o;rb;; ézbﬁte iqually something not more them 30/~
gt -1 f e.” He was proud”, he said, "to be Ch;' =
) ¢ organisation, and to be able to say éhat no -
5

member has sought or obtained favour or patronuge because of
their membership of TACA".

Following their exertions in the Referendum and their
subsequent rearguard action to save TACA Boland and Blaney,
Secretary and Treasurer of the Party respectively, came closer
together. The 1969 General Election and its surprise result
was to prove the final element cementing the Haughey, Blaney
and Boland triumvirate within the Party. Haughey as Director
of Elections, Boland as the expert carver—up of the constit-
uencies, and Blaney at the head of his "Mafia', carried the
day winning a total of 75 out of the 144 seats for Fianna Fail.
Much of the credit also went to Lynch who had spent the camp-—
aigh on a tour of Convents interpersed with raids into areas
where Fianna Fail faced tough opposition. One such area was
the West Calway Gaeltacht where a Civil Rights candidate was
making great inroads in a traditionally solid Fianna Fail
stronghold. While Lynch sipped tea in Convent parlours Hau-
ghey, Boland and Blaney conjured up the red scare to meet the
threat of the burgeoning Labour Party in the towns and cities.

The strategy worked.

The major share of the credit for the victory was attrib-
uted to Lynch by his media end overnight, the "stop-gap' of
three years previous had become a leader in his own right. His
first assertion of his new strength came to grief when he att=
empted to demote Blaney and Boland to lesser Ministeries with-
in the Cabinet. Speeches on the issues at stake in the North
by both men in the period preceding the election had rankled.
Boland's threat to resign led to a quick change of mind and
both were re-appointed to their briefs in Agriculture and Loc=
al Government. The confirmation of Blaney in Agriculture
carried a rider that the Taoiseach intended appointing him to
be Planning Minister when the new position was created. It

never was.

Lynch's plans for Blaney reflected very closely the latt-
er's plan for Lynch. Now at the pinnacle of his power within <
the Party, Blaney was already planning how to replace the "stop~
gap" Taoiseach with somebody more to his liking. Already the
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tizgmater %n the constituencies, his ambition was to become
maker in the Cabinet. The i i i

o 1 growing conflict in th
offered the means of defeating Lynch within the Partye toreh

THE FIANNA FAIL SPEECH WAR

L Ogtober.Sthz 1968, in Derry is fast being recognised as

é u?ming.pa1nt in modern Irish history. On that day the

R?sﬁ;: mﬁﬁgﬁ §qu;ﬂkofsthe R.U.C. baton charged a small Civil

g in e St. Derry Water cannon d

_ Derry. . renched th

SEZ§?S;;atOEBE ;coyes of injured were rushed to Altnagelvine
_ and television film splashed the h

: Lashe » horror and brutal-

%§¥ ?t tﬁg day on screens throughout the world. The gagio

dete;{sdhlyeann fl}m crew made a particularly graphic and

alled film running many risks in the process,

: Shock reg—
Qﬁisred‘throughout Ir?land. Derry was the second Civil Rights
h since the campaign of marches was begun by the estimated

three thousand who mar i
ched f oY
August 24th. rom Coalinland to Dungannon on

abOUtIEhszzt;zis tg the Dungannon march, Derry mustered only
POLE TUUNR M Creat:?gig:rs‘thTh?'drhm”tiﬂ difference proved
! -U.C. . e first march had been

zaet::gfséssgr;:eof Dungannon and had diapersed peacefZii;kzi

by Tl orﬁanlsers; the Derry march was ambushed

i Mty in‘a.det m the two parts of the street, and baton-

ke R bermlned and pre-meditated manner, Civil Righ-
een met with State violence of a most naked

g p ) . .

noi ;giolgrgPle quality., The violence of that day in Derry

e besi ig ;:a;ed.tie Qeep split in the Unionist Party ;s to

al with civil righte demands 1

ter of blood and terror u 1lad in s st i
; nparallelled »

history of Northern Ireland, " o0 KRS #hash gn, Mooty

ernmeg:tobe; 5th drew neo efficial comment from the Dublin Cov-

o t was an embarrassing happening at a time when

gi:i;g?egg gizlgtera were hanily‘vangvd persuading the pop-

pIECISE s Ene i;th to get rid of Proportional Representation

0X e demands of the civil rights marchers in
ry. Opponents of the abolition of P.R. were not slow to

-
¥

point the moral and the emotional rake-off from Derry went en~
tirely against the Government proposition.

Derry undoubtedly figures in the massive Covernment defeat
in the October 16 Referendum which followed. It was the first
time since the General Election of 1957 that events in the Nor-
th infiuenced the electorate in the Scuth and on that occasion
De Valers and Fianna Fail had been on the topside of the waves.
The leseon was not lost on Mr. Blanevy, who, as soon gs. the dust
of the Referendum had settled, made his first major pronounce~

ment on the North.

The spsech aimed at targets North and South. To level up
the Referendum score and to give encouragement to Nationalist
opposition to Civil Rights he pointed out that the Tivil Rights
Association had not got the unity of Ireland on its iist of
demands. With his eye on reaction within Fianna Fail in the
South he attacked the O'Neill-Lemass meetings as futile and
called for a re-assertion of the national sovereignty claim,The
speech proclaimed Planey's realisation that events in the North
could begin to affect politice in the South and that in that
gvent Fianna Fail had to be on the right side in terms of the
political spin—off. His advice to the Party would be to play
the Green Card and to stop the Lynch—-0'Neill parleys across the
Border. Political colummists from the beginning, aware of the
tensions inside Fianna Fail, interpreted the speeches as aimed
at unseating Lynch as Taoiseach.

His next speech came from Derry in January 1969, Reminding
his audience of the terms of the Covernment of Ireland Act,1920,
he called for the establishment of a Council of Ireland between
Dublin and Belfast or a Federal Coupcil comprising the Govern-
ments of Belfast, Dublin and Westminster. In Dublin Lynch re-
mained silent.

At a Fisnna Fail Conmvention in- Spring, 1969, Blaney again
commended himself to Republican Ireland by a well timed attack
on Captain 0'Heills election strategy. For some years Captain
0'Neill had run an ecumenical campaign aimed at prosleytising
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E:gfi:;;135§ C?tho;ic voters to switch their allegiance to his
nionist Party, His Programme to Enli
and Civic Weeks had had nlist fie Deople
good results already in thi i i
and the General Election called i Y 18 CLrsELion
. : in late Feb -
fully, bring in the harvest. ebruary would, hope

0'Neill's hopes were th

. . . reatened by the spreading civi

I;ﬁzt; CO;f}lCt and the r?ght-wing opposition of harglinezzl
an Paisley. The biggest threat he had to face was the

split in Unionism to which the effects of civil rights

second. came

Blaney's words, addressed t i
5 5, a to Catholics and appeali
:gythiiptotavo1g'gl?lU?lonlst candidates, would have lggtlel?g
. act on eill's chances but the Tk
: vy would mak
relations between Stormont and Dublin more difficuli 0ff;§231

split between Blane ; .
press. y and Lynch was again widely noted in the

If the results of the Gene i
) ‘ ral Election in the North dis-
;zg:;nt;? O'Negl}i'they shocked Fianna Fail. The Nationai?st
, Fianna Fail's traditional camp-foll i
had been virtuall i i R action,  Bhimets gl
y eclipsed in the electio J
friend Eddie McAteer, le {onal Bl Tovt B
; » leader of the Nationalists, had 1 i
seat in Derry to John Hame More a vl iy
. . nd more the Civil Righ
ziiigegzugﬁt :Ettlng the pace and more and more events iﬁ Eze
e attention of people in the South
to speak about the North Blane gt gl v
' y could see the need for Fi
E:l}dto get some say or‘control in the decision making pr::2:s
%051 e tQ; North. Kev1n.Boland recalls of this period that
e considered the establishment of Fianna Fail on the other

stde of the B ; :
gige g;ne." order and had almost decided that this might have

had bz:§ iza:o?kgi;en by Boland for this attitude — that there
alk of unification during the el i i
o i e i 1£1 ! gt election in the Nor-
justification, The real
the danger inherent to Fia i i et ia the
' nna Fail's political ip i
th if events in the North i N iy vponle
: : th continued tc be dictated b opl
;;22 %1tt1e po}ltl?al §ympathy with Fianna Fail. I{ :;sp :s
7 in the objective interest of Fianna Fail that the leader-
9

ship of events in the North change hands as it was in the in-
terest of Unionism. The question was how?

At this period also the first tentative contact between
Fianna Fail and the I.R.A. took place. A businessman in Sauth
Derry approached the 0/C of the area and intimated that there
were people across the Border willing to help out with arms
and cash. Both the businessman and the I.R.A. leaderswere
known to each other and the source of the offer was traceable
back to Blaney in Donegal. The 0/C reported back to I.R.A.
H.Q. in Dublin and it was decided there to play along with the
contact in order to discover more about the background and
motivation of the sudden offer. Very little came from this
contact at the time. The wariness of the I.R.A. respomse
coupled with the coming General Election in the South, which
would keep Blaney busy for some months, allowed the matter die.

it was only after the dramatic events of August '69 that
the contact was to be suddenly renewed through the same busin-
essman and to lead to a meeting between the I.R.A. DO/C and
Blaney at Malin in September and to a further and final meet-
ing in October at the Shelbourne Hotel in Dublin. An alleged
meeting in June, 1969, between these contacts from both sides
as outlined in an anonymous document entitled "Fignna Fail ad
the I.R.A." and dealt with in even greater detail in the "Sun-
day Times", Insight book "ylster" never in fact took place.

In the run up to the June General Election events in the
North did not impinge much on public opinion in the South,
Blaney desisted from his resounding speeches, possibly for fear
of conjuring up the Lynch-Blaney split in the minds of the
electorate, and possibly because his speech writer in chief,
Seam:s Brady, was busy on other aspects of policy concerned
with the elections.

Brady had been professionally engaged by Fianna Fail to
help turn out scripte during the Referendum of 1968 and at
previous Ard Fheiseanna of Fianna Fail.,  An experienced jour=
pnalist whose sounding rhetoric was a feature of Blaney scripts
on the North he was now busily engaged turning out the phrases
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the 'rgd*&care’ scripts that were to halt the Labour Party ad-~
vance in the towns and cities.  The Donegal "Mafia" were de-
ploying throughout the country under their redoubtable leader
For Blaney, allocating the finances and charting the areas -

where help was needed most a ; i
: s ne round the 26 Ceuntie
S E Wi ties, the Nor;h

In al? of this period, up to and following the June Gen-
gral Election, Lynch spoke not at ali about the North. Follow-
ing the election, with political life in the South aé a low
ebb, he was joined in his silence by Blaney. August in Derry

was to mark the next stage in th i isi
: r + e leadershi ri insi
Ftarre For1 . ship crisis 1inside

DAYS OF DECISION

Street fighting was general in Derry when the first of
the emergency Cabinet meetings was held in Dublin at 11.00a.m
on }he mo?ning of August 13th 1969, The massive outbréak ;f.
violence 1w Derry and the public response in the South presen-
ted the Government with serious problems. Net only was the

future of the Government f
e 0f > G ) elt to be at stake but als
the Fianna Fail Party, o that of

For Jack‘Lynch, who summoned the meeting, the problem was
even more serious and immediate: ’is owm survival as Taois-
eqch was imperilled by an outbreak he had done absolutely not-
h?ng to prepare against in political terms. He was faced
Wlth the accusing eyes of Blaney and Boland, and, as the meet-
ing commenced, felt the full weight of Haughey, his arch-rival
in support of their demands. The knives were’well and trul; ’
out and Lynch knew it. The question of a leadership tussle ¢
neveyr arose: the erisis demanded irmediate actionm and ILynch
conceded point after point as he plaved for time. L

There were areas of agreement, A strong all-Republican
Gove¥nment statement was needed - even stronger than the draft
submitted by the Civil Service. Some action was needed o
lere was the crux. Should the Army go into Derry? The.Avm
report read to the Cabinet saved Lync%'s point cfkview.aﬁ ;hi
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Army was in a state of unpreparedness. 8,000 men was the to-
tal serving; equipment was old and unreliable; 500 of the
crack troops were on U,N., duty in Cyprus and would take at
least four days to repatriate.

An invasion limited to Derry would unleash pogroms in
many other parts of the North, particularly in Belfast. It
was either full invasion or nothing. A compromise would be
to ask the British Government to allow the Irish Army enter
the North to protect Catholic areas in the event of a general
conflagration. This was agreed to. But it was not enough
in itself. A strong dramatic gesture was needed to capture
the public imagination. Somebody remembered De Valera had
gent fire brigades over the Border to Belfast during the bl-
itz. Why not ammounce that Military Field Hospitale were
being set up along the Border? Yes, of course. "This would
also facilitate the movement of more Army unite towards the
North. Also, a call-up of first line reservists would re-
assure the public that the Government was on the job.

The Government could agree as well on the dangers now
facing it. One of these was the I.R.A.  Already in early
August Mr. Lynch had met the Editors of the various news-—
papers and asked them not to publicise statements from the
I.R.A. on their doings in the South. This request related
to 1.R.A. actions and threat of further action against for-
eign ownership of land in Ireland.

In March of that year the burning out of a property own-
ed by a Cerman in Co. Meath led to a furore in the West Ger-
man Parliament. On June 11, estates ownédd by foreigners at
Dunleer, Co. Louth, and at Carlanstown and at Ballymacgarvey
near Kells in Meath were hit by I.R.A, action. Lynch had
traded statements with the I.R.A. on the issue of foreign
ownership but had probably come off second best with the sm-
all farmers demanding land in Louth and Meath.

Fearing that the I.R.A. might steal Government thunder
on the sensitive issue of land buying by foreigners, Lynch
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had summoned the newspaper and television editors to his off-
ice, and, in requesting them to play down I.R.A. statements
]

mentioned in passing that such mention w i
L as ill .
media took the caution grudgingly. ceet he

With the North a complete terra incognita as far as Fia-
nna Fa11.1nf1uence was concerned, the I.R.A. could play a rol
there which might quickly make it a political rival iny the :
South. Just how much control or influence the Republican

Movement had in the igi i i
Lovene decision making areas in the North was not

Long years of neglect left the Cabinet in the realms of
guessworg yhen it came to understanding the motivating factors
pgrso?allFles or relative organisational strengths among the
mlqo$1ty 1n't@e North. One thing only was certain: F%anna
Fail's traditional ally, the Nationalist Party, was at a dis-
count, The threat posed by the Republican Movement and the
search fo¥ a means to counteract it was to be further discuss-—
ed at Cabinet meetings and lead to a fateful decision on 15th
August. M?anwhile the Army Intelligence Service and that of
the Garda Sicchana would be instructed to concentrate on th
I.R.A. on both sides of the Border. )

” The Govern?e?t statement, read out by the Taoiseach on
radio and television electrified an already tense country

"The Stormont Govermment is evi ;
4 : e idently no longer in con=-
trol of the situation, which is the inevitable outcome of pol-

tetes pursued for decades by them.
oy e fa e y them The Govermment of Ireland

"It is obvious that the R.U.C. ©
* » sUele 18 NO lon
an impartial police force. ger accepted as

"The employment of British troo ’
r ps 18 unacce
likely to restore peaceful conditions. PRt Gc. e

"The Governmment of Ireland have 1 Lt
2 equested the British Gov-
ernment to apply to the United Nations for urgent despateh of
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a peace-keeping force to the Siz Counties, and the Irish Per-
manent Representative to the tnited Hationms has been instrue-—
ted to inform the Secretary-General of this requests..e.

"Many injured do nmot wish to be treated 1in Six County
Hospitals, so Irish Army authorities have been instructed to
establish field hospitals in Donegal and other points on the
Border where necessarye...."

The content, terminology and tone of the statement all
indicated a major confrontation with Britain in the making.
Fighting in Derry intensified following the broadcast and
rumours swept the Bogside that the Irish Army was on its way
across the Border. Fighting went on through the night and
into the next day. Refugees and wounded crossed the Border
and a pall of smoke from burning buildings mingled with the
clouds of C.S. gas over the Bogside. ? .

On the evening of August 14th with the battle still in
the balance the dreaded B-Specials were mobilised and began
to shamble in droves towards the barricades- surrounding the
Bogside. Before they could be fully committed, however, to
the amazement of R.U.C. and 'B' men, lorry loads of British
troops were deployed in the flash point area. ‘Thg;tf@bps
orders were to contain the outbreak and as the R,U.C.. reluct-
antly withdrew, Colonel Todd, commanding the British. troops,
guaranteed that there would be no attempt to- breach the barr-
jcades. Two days of almost continuous fighting gave way to
a night of wild celebration. The R.U.C. and B-Specials;
traditional and hated enemies, had at last been'  defeated.
Scmething big had been accomplished by the Bogsiders—--émmetly
what no one could say with any certainty. B

Fven as the Bogsiders celebrated, ail hell was breaking
locse in Belfast, What had remained a brick and bottle oper=
ation in Darry with the exception of two shots fired by a cor~
nered R.U.C. Sergeant quickly came to guns and bullets -in
Belfast. In & night of wild confusion and terror at least
ten people died, hundreds of houses were burned and thousands
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of refugees fled to safety inside the barricades of the Falls
or south over the Border., The abiding feeling of defence-
lessness was reborn in the minds of the minority following a

night when they faced sectarian mobs led very often by groaps
of R.U.C. and B-Specials.

Prominent Northern leaders began to appear at the almoet
nightly public meetings in 0'Connell Street, Dublin,appsaling
openly for armg for defence, It was against this background
ofuproar in the North and vociferous demands for armed inter-

vention from the South that the Cabinet met on Friday, 15th
August,

In the interval between the meetings Dr. Hilléry had
flown to London and been sharply rebuked and repulsed on the
question of a United Nations peace keeping force anywhere in
the North, |Northern Ireland was an intemrnal affair of the
United Kingdom and would remsin so, he was told, Sharp crit-
icism was also forthcoming on the tone of the Government state-
ment and the movement of troops to the Border. One of the
first decisions was that Dr, Hillery would go th the United
Nations to raise the matter at the Security Council there.

Meanwhile the Army would compleie preparations to be av—
ailable to intervene with Britain's permission in the event of
a complete breakdown. The Garda! would be instructed by the
Minister for Justice to turn 2 blind eye to the unofficial
movement of arme across the Border to help the defence of min-
ority areas. The Minister for Defence would immediately put
in hand a recruiting and re-equipment driwe to bring the reg-
ular Army up to full establighment strength. (An advertising
agency soon converted this Cabinet decision into the "Mighty
Mighty Ranger" who became so familiar a sight on television
eomnmerctals. )

The problem of scme days ago had become even bigger now.
How was the Cabinet to aasert ite influence in the decision
making areas in the North? The Civil Rights Association was
one influential body where the Government had no influence.
The mushrooming Defence Associations were another significant
15,

area of power in the North, And, in t@e @ilitary situatzon
now opened up, the I.R.A. loomed as a distinct threat. ;‘
all costs the golden opportunity for the 1.R.A. to make po
itical capital must be aborted, but how? Government money
had to be made available to deal with“dlstr?ss and this money
would have to be carefully spent to win freinds for the Gov-
ernment.

Finally, it was decided tc previde £1Q0,000 from Exc?eq-
uer funds.for relief and to appoint a special Cabinet Sub
Committee to deal with the whole problem ot the North. Th§
members of this Sub-Committee were tO be ﬁell Blaney, Pad;alg
Faulkner, Joe Bremnan, (whose constituencies lay along ht zad
Border) and the Minister for Finance, Cha?les Haughgy(w 0_
strong Northerw!connections).  The functlo?i'of this Sub
Committee would be many-sided and not specifically limited
to Cabinet or Government operation§. Already, Blaney ;ouiﬂe
report, plans were afoot among businessmen supporters o )
Government tc collect an all-purpose fund to buy influence in
the councils of the minority in the North.

Mr. Haughey, recalling the Sub—Cqmmitteets brief durln%_
the Arms Trial said: "We were given instructions that we S]i
ould develop the maximum possible contacts with persons irst %_
the Six Counties and try and imform ourselves as muqh as p?ss
ible on events, politieal and other developments, within the
Six County area”.

Another ﬁajor Cabinet decision was-th§ Propaganda Corps
to launch an international attack on Britain on the question
of Partition in Ireland. A round score of Public Rflatlans
men’ = all but two of them drawn from State or Semi-State Com-
pan{es were already being contacted for the operation.

As the Cabinet adjourned Haughey and Blaney héd avery
reseon to be satisfied - despite the walk—ogt earlier of Kev-—
in Boland on the question of sending the Irish Army over.the
Border. They were in virtual control of ?cver?ment policy )
towards the North and had a wide and elastic brief which wou
1d allow them maximum room for manoeuvre.
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+THE CABINET SUB-COMMITTEE

caty ggﬁlggzineg Sug~Committee on the North comprising of Pad-
s Joe Brennan, Charles Haughey and i
was the Government reaction to o A s Ml
C the crisis in th i
Sub-Committee it was whi i the North.  Ihis
: ch met with and fused the i
. reacti
the Fianna Fail party and backers with that of the Goverz:egi

by thEhZO::i;;ezz1:£e§ft§hih8ug—§imgittee was never made known
’ e Dail Committee o i
;;: ?Ezzet::sfgeneral gnd all-embracing, It hag izqgt:yéouigga
it il mozzd p;9v1ded by the Gecvernment but the substant—
e y W'lch b?gan to flow into a general purposes
Ny aEty ] Pusxvess Packers. The limiting of the
p iy e of Inquiry into investigating the Government's
. ed to a complete distortion of the nature and scope

of the operation launched il ® .
August 1969. from Dublin in the closing weeks of

rod wgzzm ﬁ?i zerg begznntqg offietal Govermment action ming-
Pridy izz ate Party action and official funds with private
ok I'R p og the initiatives taken, however, whether with
o tk. é é_or aor Eire contacts, were taken under the aegi

e Sub-Committee and directed by ita.members. 7

Padraig Faulkner made contact wi
; ontact with Belfast I.R.A
;hr??gh t?e directors of the G.E.C. in his home town ;f gﬁﬁ—
C;:E;enNeél B}aney made contact with Saor Eire through the
demoZ£s;ed§mm§§Zee 1OC;te§.ln a house in Kildare Street (siﬁce
s use of which was donated to the Commi
mm
;?ihNew Ire}and Assurance Co. Haughey made initial zggz:cty
the Chief of Staff of the I.R.A. through his broth;r Pad-

raig a i
medgt t a v?nu? in Pondon. The one Committee member who see-
0 remain 1nactive was Joe Bremnan.

All of these contacts were i i
o s > made with a single objective:
e R e < g P Shrough (s
. em oughout the North
themselves were but a d 'L 7 . Cha o sy
etail in a master pl
folded through September, October 1969. S

17

The master pian of the Sub-Committee was simply to get
in". Every area of influence and decision-making inside the
North both establighed and potential must be infiltrated and
taken over where possible. No longer must the Fianna Fail
Covernment or Party be at the mercy of decisions taken by Civ-
il Rights or Republican organisations in the North. The Gov-
ernment and the private Party fund would provide the means.

The plan was as follows: The Irish Army Intelligence sec—
tion, atded by the gpecial Garda intelligence squad sent oveP
+he Border would aoncentrate on I.R.A. personnel and sympath-
igere on both sides of the Border. They would discover every=
thing discoverable about their contacts, cross-border routes,
activeness, ete. This dossier would be of criticial import-
ance in foiling any major push by I.R.A. units from the South
across the border in the event of a future escalation of trou~

ble inside the North.

Concurrent with this drive against the I.R.A. Fianna Fail
personnel, armed with cash, would build up contacts inside the
North and help influence an organisation which would take its
political lead from Fianna Fail., Personalities amenable to
Fianna Fail would be brought to prominence through the activ= .
ities of this organisatiom. A newspaper would be specially
founded to promote the general objectives of this plan and gi-
ve a lead to public opinmion. An "illegal" radio station wuld
be beamed on the North to offset the propaganda of the illegal
radios operating in the Bogside and Belfast. The Civil Rights
Association would be infiltrated and taken over if possible.
Slowly but surely the neglect of years would be eroded and min-—
ority public opinion attuned again as of old to the political

advice of Fianna Fail.

In the final stages of the campaign when Republican, Civil
Rights and Socialist groupings had been sufficiently weakened
the red scare bogey would finish the job and Fianna Fail's grip
on events in the North assured.

The main agents of the "get in" campaign would be Captain
James Kelly and Seamus Brady, Blaney's confidante and speech-
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writer, Captain Kelly was already at work along the Border
collecting intelligence on the I.R.A. He would now get a

briefing to equip him for the job of building up an organis-
ation inside the North to replace the one he was busily col-
lecting information on along the Border: the only apparent

difference would be one of political allegiance.

Baughey had put Seamus Brady on the team as early as 15th
August, In his evidence to the Dail Inguiry the Head of the
Government Information Bureau recalled: "The first informat-
ton I had about Mr. Brady's selection and appointment...was
ag a result of a casual meeting on Friday, August 15,with the
then Minister for Fimance, Mr. C.J. Haughey, who informed me
that he had arranged for Mr. Brady to join the Bureau fev the
duration' at a fee of £200 per month.'"  Seamus Brady reported
for duty on the Government's Propaganda Squad on Tuesday, Aug-
ust 19th, and was the only member of the squad selected to gec
into the North ostensibly to collect material for the P.R.Os.
being sent all over the world.

Brady's first report, in late August, went to the Taois~-
each through the Information Bureau Director. It had nothing
to do with explaining the situation in the North to the world:
it amounted to an intelligence report on the F.R.A. and the
composition of the various defence aroups springing up throuh-
out the North,

Such was the need for accurate information at Government
level that all types of people had been commissioned to do in-
- telligence work of this nature. Brady, being near to the
Fianna Fail machine, was one of the first to be asked. 1In Bel-
fast a short time later the political correspondent to the
Irish Press was engaged in a somewhat similar task.

Brady's report confirmed that people who had no previocus
connection with the I.R.A. were training or looking for train-
ing in arms. Defence committees were springing up in all ar-
eas of tension, Speaking of the Defence Committees Brady
noted that "these certainly included I.R.A. men and former
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members of the I.R.A. both from the Forties and the Fifties;
but they also included men of some local standing, members
of the Nationaliet party, and business and professional men,
all of whom felt the need for taking steps to have men with
arms trained and available 1f the need for defance should
arise,"”

Brady recalls the result of this report to the Taois-
each: "I was asked to meet the Director of Intellzgence and
hie pereonal assistant, Captain James Kelly”. Thus was born
the team which was to carry out the evolving master plan of
the Sub-Committees. For the next few weeks Brady helped
Captain Kelly with intelligence work inside the North introd-
ucing him to various persons. It was during this period th-
at the Defence Committees were selected as the best possible
power base to restore significant Fianna Fail influence in
the North. :

Meanwhile moves were being made in public to cut off the
flood of financial assistance going to various branches of
the Republican Movement., On August 21st the Government In-
formation Bureau announced that funds for the relief of dis-
tress in the North would be handled mainly by the Irish Red
Cross. Already the British Red Cross had refused permission
to the Irish Red Cross to distribute relief directly in the
North but arrangements had been made to do so indirectly.

A statement by the President of the Red Cross, Leslie
Bean De Barra, in the public press, implied that any aid not
channelled through her organisation was falling into dishon-
est hands. A Government Information Bureau statement also
said that the '"Northern Defence Fund" being collected by Rep-
ublicans was going into illegal hands.

One of the first aid transactions in the Government-—Red
Cvoss pipeline into the North were quite genuine., On October
9th, Charles Haughey directed that £20,000 be paid to the Red
Cress in Dublin. This amount was transferred to the Munster
and Leinster Bank in High Street, Belfast, on the same day
and lodged to the account of the Belfast Refugee Re-Tstablish-
ment Committee which had approached the Goveramen™ in Dublin
for assistance. 20




THE I.R.A. MOVES

The I.R.A.'s first reaction to the events of August was
one of military action. The decision was taken to arm and
equip four active service units (all that could be mustered
with the total arms remaining in the 26 Counties)and send th-
em to the border. The immediate idea was to take the press-—
ure off the besieged minority areas in Belfast and Derry,and
to this end some of the old 1957 Campaign blue-print was ex-
humed and examined as to its military feasability and with a
view to lining up military targets iu the border regions.

By the time these units had assembled at the border and
gathered the military intelligence necessary for their oper-
ations, the Belfast pogrom had ceased and the need for a bor-
der campaign - however limited - had obviously gone. However,
the active service men were finally ready to move on the ev-
ening of Sunday, August 17th, among them Sean MacStiofain,
then I.R.A. Director of Intelligence, who had bade his wife
farewell at their An Uaimh home earlier that week.

Meanwhile, in Dublin, Cathal Goulding saw the change in
the Northern situation and he realised that now that a lull
had come in Belfast, military activity by the I.R.A. on the
border could only be counter-productive. He feared that it
would lead to a resumption of the Belfast pogrom and he knew
that people there behind the barricades were inadequately
armed to resist further attack. The consequent slaughter
would be blamed on the I.R.A. and the Republican Movement wo-
uld be discredited in the eyes of the Northern people,thereby
leaving the way open for Fianna Fail to fill the Republican
gap.

The events of the previous week had left the I.R.A. in
poor standing among the Northern minority, because the popul~-
ar stoxy at the time was that the Belfast I.R.A."had let the
people doum", and the dead Catholics in Belfast were used to
prove the point. The Fianna Fail Cabinet was playing the
Northern card at the time and they had stationed the Irish
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Army on the border, £0 Goulding realised that a mlszak; n?leg
the form of a border campaign coyld mean the end of ; ? ;t. "
He reckomed that the order to take the pressure off elfa

wae now an out-dated one and cet about changing 1t.

The men on the border, however, were SO igvolvsd in t?§§? .
military preparations that the chénge in the Nortuer? ?23t;z§
al atmosphere barely registered w}gh themf The,ox%ﬁqlijin
of which they were members had guffered a moralt§et ac [~
the week up to that Sunday, and they were dete;m}netho max
up for that by the actions they had CaTEfU1}Y3P}a?FELJ£ abz
felt bitter that the peopla'ghq were now cr1t1q}s1n% them .
out their lack of arms were the same pecple who-had po} zoEa )
tributed to a collection for years, ﬁﬁo would not.wearwaSEIE:
ter Lily or buy the "Uniteq Irlshm$pe%rb:;tzzaezezzt?gns o
appointed military strateglsts. n o gt e M

i re designed to put the I,R.A, back in.the poiit
:igglfgbgﬁst the goraie, and strike a blow at the.;ra?iﬁggnal
enemy. The 1.R.A. had been;acgused of running aw%?"Vl'knew
they were about to refute_th1s in the only manner tney
how. -

Goulding sent advance word of bis dfcision E? tbg bzrqer
and set out for North Louth te confirm tne.grﬁgFZand ?¥p glgf
its fogic to the men on tha,g;oungt‘ The 1dg§:g;1qﬁé;1ngﬂil
the planned strike against the,Br}t;sh'and_ﬂprgpe¥g' evggiéhe
ments was not well receivéd by the active:.service mem, ?g_;tedy
felt betrayed at not being'allowed_the cpanue'they haq wail
and prepared for. : E

Goulding's first call was at_a fa;mhogse_ngar'the_iauth-
Armagh border and his arrival thgre'was-he;alde@lovei_Fhe "
walkie-talkie radio linking the pej}metgr,gggrd to ; e ozas
itself, The immediate reaction qutbg_O/C_1n.§he ?usi. r:f
MShoot the ——--",an indication of_tﬁg unpopularity o.lg.e or
der rather than the man who issuedJAF.'-'Hoyever,‘Gogl ing %
strode into the farmhouse withou§ being shot and ca%m yh g;or_
plained the change in the situation in Belfastﬂa§dpln t ?ésdt
th generally, pointing out the political and military nec v
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for refraining from border activity at that time. The politic-
al education process of the I.R.A. over the previous number of
years stood to him, and two active service units kitted out in
the kitchen remembering that war was but an extension of pol-
itics, laid down their equipment albeit grudgingly.

However, no sooner had Goulding's point of view been ex-
plained and his order both obeyed and understood, than the
siren of the Crossmaglen R.U.C. station was heard at the farm-
house in the still evening air. One of the active service
units had left another farmhouse earlier and unaware of the
change of order they had struck at their target, and the Ceoss-
maglen siren's wailing for help seemed to be echoing from ev-
ery R.U.C. station siren in South Armagh.

No help was needed, however, because the raiding party had
failed in their objective. They had stolen a small lorry,
packed it with explosives and driven the lot across the front
lawn of the barracks, parking it near the front of the building
The idea had been to detonate the lorry's contents by exploding
a grenade under it, but when the grenade was thrown nothing
happened, much to the relief of the R.U.C. uwnd a local drunk
they were questioning in the station at the time. '

Without any nearby firing cover. with the explosive power
of the lorry obviomsly dormant, and with the element of surpri-
se now distinctly disappearing, the unit had no option but to
call off the attack and withdraw, As they did so, a '"B' man
on look-out duty at the station emptied his Sterling at them,
but his aim was much more erratic than that of his comrades in
the Tynan platoon to the North, and the I.R,A. made an orderly
retreat.

In the event of a pursuit, the I.R.A. had arranged an am—
bush party near the border, but they were not needed, as the
lorry load of explosives on their front lawn was enough to keep
the R.U.C. occupied for the rest of the evening. The whole
incident warranted only minor press coverage the following day
and even the Cameron Commission Report did not attach major
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significance to the event. The I.R.A.'s 1969 border campaign
was over without their having fired a shot,

On that same Sunday, however, the I.R.A. were beginning
a campaign of a different sort - a campaign for survival.
That morning Goulding had personally received his first indic-
ation of the growing Fianna Fail interest in the I.R.A.  Fr,
Dore, then head of the Irish centre in lLondon, had contacted
him and said that he could put him in touch with an unlimited
supply of money which was available for the purchase of arms
if it was guaranteed that these arms would be sent directly to
the Six Counties. To arrange this, Fr. Dore said, it would
be necessary for a leading member of the I.R.A. to travel to
London to meet the man who was offering such vast sums of money.

The next morning (Monday August 18th) Goulding flew to
London and met Fr. Dere who then introduced him to the I.R.As
new benevolent benefactor - Padraic Haughey, brother of the
then Minister for Finance in the Free State Cabinet.

Goulding and Padraic Haughey discussed the situation in
the North at that time and Haughey indicated that he was will-
ing to help. If Goulding was supplied with money, could he in
turn supply the Northern people with arms? Goulding said that
this would be no problem if the money was forthcoming, altiough
he pointed out that the amount needed was at least £50,000. In
reply to this Haughey handed him £1,500, promised more withina
few days, and said that the whole £50,000 would be obtained.
Goulding returned to Ireland with the £1,500 and put it in the
standing arme fund.

But money was no good at that time to the hardest pressed
section of the I.R.A. ~ the men in Belfast. They needed arms
and they needed them immediately. The O/C in the city had be-
en interned in the Crumlin Road prison earlier that week, and
as soon as the pogrom had subsided the acting 0/C sent a member
of his staff to Dundalk to obtain by whatever means possible
all available arms from any source willing to give them. This
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established that he was the person representing the Belfast
L.R.A. - an essential step to take because of the large num-
ber of individuals who were also posing as would-be gun coll-
ectors.

The Belfast man sent the word out that the I.R.A. imn Bel-
fast needed arms. The message reached many different people,
and by evening a motley assortment of arms ancient and modern
had been handed over to the I.R.A. Some of the stuff was
obselete or in poor condition, much of which had been hoarded
since the forties, the thirties er even the Tan War. Other
items were brand new and in excellent condition, Some of which
came from the most unlikely places - a friendly Garda Sergeant
passed on a box of .38 ammunition. The situation resembled
an arms amnesty - everything was accepted and no questions
were asked.

The I.R.A.'s call for support reached beyond Dundalk -
from Dunleer came a man offering to help, not by supplying ar-
ms but by supplying money foe arms. The Belfast staff manwes
not particularly interested in money that day, but when he
heard the amount of money being offered, his interest increas-
ed. The man from Dunleer was a Mr, Naughton, who is an exec-
utive of the G.E.C. factory there. When he was informed that
the I.R.A. needed at least £50,000 bufore they could enter the
international arms market, Naughto: replied that the people he
represented could supply £150,000 and "not miss it". He made
it clear that he was not in a position to supply this money
personally, although he appeared genuinely concerned about the
defence of the Northern minority.

He also made it clear that the people who were willing to
supply this money had no intention of handing it out after the
fashion of Padraig Haughey, as he insisted on asking the Bel-
fast men his opinions on various matters, including the I.R.A.s
socialist policies, their political involvement in the 26 Coun-
ties, and the use to which the guns bought from this promised
money would be put,
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Recognising the situation the LR.A.officer played along
and said that all the Belfast LR.A.were interested in was to
fight for Irish freedom, and that when freedom was achieved,
Naughton and anyone else who felt like it could "push goetal-
iem, capitalism or any other —ism."” He rezlised that rhis was
what Naughton wanted to hear, and Le also realised that if
guns ever materialised from the promised momey, the people
holding those guns would be abie to decide as to their use. A
well armed I.R.A. might surpriee the men who sent Naughton as
to its political awareness.

But Naughton was delighted with the answers he received,
and he assured the Belfast man that the money was as good - as
on its way. Delighted also was the man who sent Naughton.
This was Mr. Padraig Faulkner T.D., Minister for Education,who
had been appointed to the Cabinet Committee on the North the
previous day. On the previous day also the Committee to which
Faulkner was appointed had been given £100,000 "to provide aid
for the victime of the current unrest in the Six Counties."
Taca had much more than this at its disposal at that time, and
the proceeds of the £100 m plate dinners in the Shelbourne Hot-
el were now to be used to devour the I.R.A., The call for supp-
ort had attracted the political vultures, who in any case had
been hovering around the I.R.A. from early summer. Faulkner
had sent Naughton to tempt the I.R.A. into the political desert..

While the I.R.A. were looking for arms, the Unionists were
looking for a way out. Following the British Army's arrival
in Belfast on August 15th, Prime Minister Wilson summoned Chi-
chester Clark to Downing Street to find out what the Unionists
were playing at, and to tell him what he intended te do by way
of a "wolution", The meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, 19th
August. A clash of opinion between the two men was inevitable,
and one of the main points of controversy hinged on the Future
of the 'B' Specials. The Labour Cabinet's Northern Ire:znd
Committee were united on their first decision - the reform of
the police and the disbanding of the 'B’ Specials,  For the
Unionists to give in to the former would be unwise; to agree
to the latter would be political suicide.
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) WhaFever his personal views on the future of the Spec-
ials, C@lchester Clark realised that he was so much a prisom-
er of h1§ own right wing that if he was to survive, so must
Fhe SpeC}als. He had no option but to oppose their disband-
ing. Wilson and his cabinet were adamant.

Despite the pressure that was on them at that time, the
I.R.A. Army Council realised that the irreconcilable chSh
betveen the Stormont and Westminster premiers could be ex-
ploited to good effect. By Sunday August 17th they had a
statement prepared explaining the role of the I.R.A.'s Nor-
::ern ;?1Fs inlthe previous week's fighting, illustrating

e political lessons of i inti
e ety the period and pecinting the way for-

At that time there was little evidence that the I.R.A.
had been active in the North, and a public statement from th-
em.would not only set the factual record straight, but if
suitably timed it could make it even harder for Cﬁichester
C}ark to accept the disbanding of the Specials. Goulding de-
cided to hold the statement and release it on the evening be-
fore the Dovning Street meeting for optimum effect:”Already
Northern units of the Irish Republican Army have been in
action in defence of the lives and homes of the people which
kave-been attacked by sectarian forces, backed up by the 'B'
Specials.....the Army Couneil has »laced all volunteers on
full alert and has already sent a number of fully equipped
units to the aid of their comrades in the Six Counties,..."

The statement had its desired effect on the Downing St<
reet meeting the following evening, although it was evenuai;
ly through a misunderstanding that Chichester Clark agreed
to the disbandment of the Specials, At home the statement
had an adverse effect both within and outside the ranks of
?he ?.R:A. - to many people it appeared a belated attempt at
;ust1fy1ng the actions - or lack of them - carried out dur-
ing the Belfast pogroms. By this time (August 19th) the
pogrom was over, but the real action was only beginning.
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THE SUB-COMMITTEE OFFENSIVE

The quest for accurate information about events and tr=
ends in the North proved the major preoccupation of the Irish
Army after August 15th. On orders from the Government all
refugees in the camps in the South were being questioned.

In early September the Director of Army Intelligence met
Charles Haughey in McKee Barracks, Dublin, and discussed fur-
ther intelligence initiatives in relation to the North. From
this meeting came the decision to use a relief centre set up
in Monaghan to cope with distress needs as a clearing centre
for intelligence on the North. Already Army I1.0.s John
Duggan and Finbarr Drohan had reported on the suitability of
the Monaghan relief office as a front for intelligence activ-
ities.

Haughey and Colonel Hefferon agreed to subsidise the act-
ivities of the office to the extent of £100 per week. The
first £100 was paid over on September 9th. The idea was that
the weekly expenditure would pay the costs of maintaining the
office and staff and help publish a wmekly newssheet which
would have the effect of creating many sided contacts inside
the North and thus establish a regular flow of intelligence
through Monaghan. Captain Drohan had made arrangements with
the staff in the Monaghan office to publish a newssheet on
the proviso that he would have the right to veto any article
and in return for which he would provide "unlimited" cash

backing,

Meanwhile Seamus Brady had been busy on another part of
the same front. A booklet entitled "Terror in Northern Ire-
land” containimg a well written account of the August pogrom
in Belfast was produced by him for the Central Citizens De-
fence Committee in Belfast. The production of the booklet
enhanced the position of the man gselected to penetrate the
C.C.D.C. by allowing him to perform efficient and helpful ser—

vice to the Committee. The man selected was Hugh Kennedy, a
Bord Bainne representative in the North, known to Brady who
' 28



worked for Bord Bainme in a professional capacity and to Neil
Blaney, the Minister for Agriculture, in whose Department Bord
Bainne operated.

The full costs of printing the publication was borme by
the Government Information Bureau and over a thousand copies
were given free of charge to Paddy Devlin MP who distributed
them at the Brighton Labour Party Conference in October., Most
of the print order went to the C.C.D.C. to retail at 2/6 whi-
le the G.I.B. kept about two thousand for distribution abroad.
The booklet carried no imprint as the source of the help giv-
en to the C.C.D.C. was to be kept as anonymous.

Kennedy now became Public Relations Officer to the C.CDC
and began the job of image building for Tom Conaty, a whole-=
sale Fruit Imporeer, who was now working closely both with
the Rev. Padraig Murphy and Kennedy's political mentors in Dub-
lin. The aim was to replace Jim 0'Sullivan with Tom Conaty
as Chairman of the C.C.D.OQ. In the confused and disorganised
atmosphere in Belfast still struggling to rerover from the
confusion of August and deal wth the growing pressure from the
British Army and Bishop Philbin to take down the barricades,
the Sub-Committee penetration plan, backed by the resources of
the Dublin Government, cut like a knmife through butter.

Success was also reported fror Uungannon - again by Brady -
where Aidan Corrigan was proving more than ccoperative in the
developing enterprise. A booklet written partly by Corrigan
and partly by Brady "Eye Witness in Northern Ireland” was the
next publication to be financed by the Government Information
Bureau. £333.5.3 was the cost of printing 5,000 copies at
the Cityview Press, Dublin, with half going to the G.I.B. and
the other half to the author in lieu of fee. This latter
booklet, with a false imprint "Printed and published in the
Provinee of Ulster”, was launched at a press conference in
Dublin on Sunday, October 5th 1969, arranged by Seamus Brady
in Jury's Hotel.
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A glimpse of the grand design for the takeover of the Nor=
thern Ireland Civil Rights hssociation was given by Corrigan
at this conference. Speaking as Chairman of the Dungannon
Civil Rights Committee Mr. Corrigan said - "that a number of
regional Civil Rights groups such as those in Fermanagh and
Dungannon, had only tenuous affiliation with the N.I.C.R.A.,
and an altered constitution would tighten the crganisation
and permit diseipline and control to be maintained.” Eariier
that month fifty £1. affiiiation fees had been paid intc the
Civil Rights Association H.Q. in Belfast and fifty new mem-
bers from Dungannon registered,

Giving an example of an unaffiliated civil rights group,
Mr. Corrigan named the Monaghan Civil Rights group which as
formed during the riots in mid-August and had since been or-
ganising meetings on the Civil Rights campaign in the South. "
"he constitution of N.I.C.R.A. was a stumbling block as it
did not permit satisfactory representation from Civil Rights
groups outside Belfast," Mr, Corrigan said. All in all, Mr.
Corrigan represented a valuable shareholding by the Sub-
Committee in the Civil Rights arena. Government and Party
money would see that this promising foothold was maintained
and strengthened. Corrigan would figure promimently in the
next big push just one week away. '

Brady had already appeared in the Monaghan office and
spoken of a need for a newspaper which would be "Civil Rights
and Republican but not I.R.A." Plans were going ahead there
for a publication of the newssheet suggested by'CaptS%n Dro-
han but this would only be a foolsean sized publication and
obviously did not meet the recquirements of Brady.

ir tha eveat two editions of the newssbear entitled "The
North" ¢id zppear at the end of September and beginning of
Oztober bty wiich time the relief operation had finished and
the whole futuve of the office was in doubt. £150 spent by
Colonel Hefferon to purchase prirting and office enquipment

i

for the Monaghan cffice was writter off and the Army presence



withdrawn as it was considered that proper cover had not been
maintained. The Monaghan office closed down finally in the
last week of October.

Brady resigned from ths Government Propaganda Squad on
September 21st to devote himself fulltime to the organisation
of a weekly newspaper and mobile radio station, He did this
in consultation with Haughey and the Director of the G,I.B,-
Eoin Neeson who discussed the projected newspaper with him
over dinner and offered what technical aid the G.I.B. could
gsupply to the newspaper. Final plans for the paper were dis-
cussed at a meeting attended by Haughey, Captain Kelly, Aidan
Corrigan and Brady himself, Brady recalls that it was Haugh-
ey who actually suggested the title "Voice of the North" for
the new paper. The first edition from the presses of the
Anglo-Celt in Cavan would come on October 12th.

Captain Kelly had already made considerable progress to-
wards supplying the organisation which would sell the paper.
The weekend of October 4/5 had been devoted to a conference
in Bailieborough, Co. Cavan, attended by representatives of
Defence Committees from many parts of the Nerth. The stated
objective of the meeting was to set up a controlling body for
all defence committees in the North, and to discuss the pur-
chase of arms. The meeting took place in the Commercial Hot-
el, Main Street, Bailieborough, owned by Vincent Kelly, a
brother of the Captain, The first task Captain Kelly had on
hand was to reassure the attendance that the sudden ending of
arms training of people from Derry at Ffort Dunree was only
temporary and occasioned by a newspaper inquiry to Army G.H.GQ
in Dublin. In order to maintain the secrecy of the operation
the training was postponed for a short pericd.

The main question discussed was the funding of full-time
perscnnel in control of barricaded areas and the provision of
arms. The meeting was riddled with intrigue. Among the
attendance were such people as Sean Keenan of Derry, Tom Me
Gill, Belfast; Art McAlinden, Billy Kelly, Belfast; Kevin
Mallon, Tyrone and Jim 0'Sullivan, Belfast, With the I.R.A.
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split well-developed at this stage Captain Kelly was under
the impression that no one owing allegiance to the Dublin IRA
leadership was present at the meeting: all of them seemed fav-
ouragble to the idea of an independent Northern Defence Comm—
ittee.

Captain Kelly himself was acting as a sympathetic soldier
and the funds offered were not identified as coming from the
Government. Nor would those present at the meeting be aware
that on the day previous Colonel Hefferon, Director of Army
Intelligence, had given £500 to Captain Kelly to cover the ex-
penses of this and subsequent projected meetings: or that,on
the following day, Colonel Hefferon would receive a full re-
port of the meeting from Captain Kelly. To cap all, hovering
around outside the Hotel were members of the Garda Special
Detective Unit or Special Branch who would report to Peter
Berry in the Department of Justice that Captain Kelly was con-
sorting with "subversives'" and fill him with horror at alleged
alcoholic excesses and dramatic gestures of money being openly
flourished at the meeting.,

Within days of the Bailieborough meeting Charles Haughey
lifted the telephone in the Department of Fimance in Dublin and
asked the Red Cross to transfer £5,000 of its own funds to the
Bank of Ireland in Clones. The account holders, identified as
Messrs., F, G. and H at the Dail Inquiry were Paddy Kennedy M.F.,
Paddy Devlin M.P. and the Belfast Solicitor Mr. P.J. McGroary.
Two signatures, usually those of Kennedy and McGroary, were
needed on a cheque. The cover names used at the Bank were
John White, John Loughran and Roger White. On October 15th
and 30th sums of £5,000, drawn on the Government Grant-in-Aid
of £100,000, were paid into the Clones account.

The money was to be distributed according to the arrange-
ment made at the Bailieborough meeting and cement the position
and power of the Northern Defence Committee structure. The or-
iginal intention was to distribute it to full time I.R.A. off-
icers and vigilantes in the Defence Committees which would and
did for a while mean impartial distribution as between the two
sides in the ripening T.R.A. split.
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The Clones fund quickly became a victim of the rising
tensions. Malachy McBurney, then 0.C. of what later became
recognised as the Official I.R.A. in Belfast became aware of
the opening of the account shortly after the first £5,000 had
been paid in and also had reported to him a remark by Paddy
Kennedy that the I.R.A. would be cut out. Paddy Kennedy was
"more or less" persuaded to write out a cheque for £2,000 and
detained while an I.R.A., Volunteer went to Clones and collect-
ed the cash on October 10th. Paddy Xennedy wrote out a sim—
ilar cheque on October 17th without any persuasion and again
the I.R.A. collected. The woney was used for the express
purpose for which it had been lodged - to pay full time men
on vigilante and defence organisation.

On the third occasion, October 24th, Paddy Kennedy did
not appear with the dheque. He informed McBurney that te
had sent a man to Clones already. The man turned out to be
John Kelly who was to become the new paymaster and the money
arrived in due course and was distribured on the basis estab-
lished in the previous weeks.

The fragile accord continued for the next few months sur-
viving the split in the I.R.A. and the subsequent public
split in Sinn Fein by about two weeks. On November 6th, a
further £2,000 had been withdrawn iu Clones but after that
date the supply of cash begen to :luctuate and, even more sig-
nificantly, those people like Paddy Kennedy and the Kelly
brothers, clearly identified as the paymasters, tended to op~
enly support the emerging Provisional T.R.A.

Things came to a head in late January 1970.  McBurney
spcke to Captain Kelly about the 7th or 8th January following
a meeting of the 6 County Central Defence Committee and asked
him about continuing the 'relief' money which had not appeamd
for some weeks. Captain Kelly confirmed that when the open
split had come he had sent down word that both sectiong still
get relief, He would look into the matter. Some weeks
passed and nothing came except the news that of £1,000 which
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had come into the city in one week, what was now known as the
"Official”™ I.R.A. had got £€200. The Belfast 0.C. requested
a meeting with Captain Kelly. This teook place in Dundalk and
was attended by Paddy Devlin, Paddy Kennedy, Billy and .John
Kelly, Captain Kelly and McBurney.

icBurney complained that the bulk of the money was going
to one side. Paddy Kennedy retorted that what money had been
handed over was not getting toc the right people. The debate
heated up. McBurney got down to recriminations. What about
the car Billy Kelly was supposed to have bought for the Act-
ive Service Unit? He had bought it off the Unit again, ecra-
shed it and bought a new one,. And what about the house John
Kelly was supposed to have bought? At this the meeting br-—
oke up in a storm,

At a private meeting afterwards Captain Kelly assured
McBurney that the relief would be continued and that arms wh-
ich he expected news about "between the 7th and l0th of Feb-
ruary” would be distributed on a fair basis and that each
area could make its own representations of its needs. This
was acceptable to the Belfast 0.C.

A week later, at the end of January, one of the Kelly
brothers, Cliver, came to McBurney and handed him £200. He
complained about a statement from a Republican Club which
claimed that the "Voiee of the North"” being distributed by
the Kelly brothers, was a Fianna Fail paper and that state-
ments like that would militate against the money.  McBurney
retorted that no one would hold mouney over the heads of Rep-
ublicans in Belfast in that manmuer. That ended the money
as far as the Offiecial I.R.A. was concerned. For an unknown
period after that time a weekly payment of £350 was made to
Billy McKee for distribution to the Provisional section. The
breakdown seemed more the work of Belfast differences than
any hard and fast decision by Captain Kelly.

The Bailieborough meeting which had established the over-
a;l Defence Committee had an interesting sequel at Cabinet
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level in Dublin when the report of the Special Detective Unit
reached the desk of the Secretary to the Minister for Justice
Berry's response to the report caused the Minister for Defen-
ce, James Gibbons, to ask the Army's Director of Intelligence,
Colonel Hefferonm, for an explanation, Gibbons accepted Heff-
eron's rejection of Berry's complaint. The fact that Kelly's
report to Hefferon at that time could neutralise that of the
Garda Specials shows that Kelly acted with the full authority
of the Government.

In fact throughout his dealings in the North Kelly acted
with the utmost sincerity. This was the impression of al=
most all the I.R.A. men with whom he came in contact. Kelly’s
own understanding of his brief secems to have been to create
the conditions inside the North which would allow for a com-
plete breakdown in law and order in the area and so justify
the incursion of the Irish Army which would interveme at the
height of the fray to restore order.

The "Doomsday" situation would be created by the I.R.A.
who would then withdraw or cooperste in the areas cccupied by
the Irish Army and concentrate on harassing British Army
movements in other areas by disrupting communications, power
supplies, and blowing up bridges etc., as well as providing
defence for areas threatened by the resulting pogroms Seamus
Brady was of a similar opinion and quoted Haughey as speaking
of a "military solution".

Certainly an interim aim of the plan was to establish De-
fence Committees with as little I.R.A. influence as possible
which would give their allegiance to the Dublin Government or
to the Cabinet Sub-Committee at any crisis point in the North.
Whatever role the I.R.A. might play could thus be controllied
by the political thinking from Dublin. What exactly the pol-
itical thinking behind the briefs given to Kelly and Brady was
could not be identified with any accuracy. One factor which
loomed most prominent was the continuing temsions between Bla-
ney and Boland on the one hand and Lynch on the other. Blaneys
close connection with the Sub-~Committee's penetration in the
North would make him the kingmaker in the Dublin Cabinet in
the event of a successful move in the North.
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i} STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL

When the extreme unionist onslaught on the minority in
(he Six Counties ended, the Fianna Fail onslaught began. The
former was intended to eliminate the Catholic population,the
latter merely to control it. The latter was also to pEove
the more intense and the more detarmined, Its main Weapons
wore money and the promise of arms. The front line §raops
were irishi Army Intelligence Officere backed up by writers
{yom varicus backgrounds, and ied by the Generals inu the Fian-
nn Fail Cabinet. The barricades of the Bogaide were to prove
ineffective against them - indeed they were to use these
barricades and the defensive mentality they represented to
their advantage.

The first shot from the Government's official £100,000
arsenal was fired by Blaney on August 20th when he paid out
11,000 to Mr. James 0'Doherty, a Derry solicitor subsequently
described in the Dail Inquiry as "Mr. A." This momey was
uned for the relief of distress in the Bogside, mainly for
food supplies, although £150 found its way to decorate Mr:O'
Doherty's house which, he claimed, had suffered badly 'whlle
in use as a relief centre, On the same day Haughey dispat-—
¢hed £5,000 from the same arsenal to Lowdon, which his con~
tacts there later claimed was spent on relief of those refug-
ees who travelled to London to avoid the violence.

At the same time the other main weapon - the promise of
arms - was used to good effect and a "hoat-1load" of arms was
promised to the Belfast I.R.A. through Paddy Kennedy and Pad-
dy Devlin who had travelled to Dublin shortly after the end-
ing of the pogrom. Paddy Kennedy told a Belfast I.R.A.
utaff officer that the amount of stuff expected on this boat
was 15 machine guns, 30 rifles, 5 or 6 short arms and a num-—
ber of shot—-guns. He also said that there were 60 men com-
ing into the North from the Twenty Six Countigs along wiEh a
"nitro expert” (Z.e., an sapert at handling nitro-glycerine,
the main ingredient in gelignite).  The T.R.A. were to arr=
ange billets for these men.  The boat never materialised,
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although preparations were made in Belfast for its arrival
there. Because of this the billets for the 60 men were not
prepared and they too soon proved to be a Fianna Fail mirage.

The main target of the Fianna Fail attack was the I.R.A.
which they wanted to ccntrol, and within a fortnight of August
15th, this task became much easier when a definite cleavage
began to appear on the fringes of the Belfast I.R.A.

The division stemmed directly from what a small group of
former and current members regarded d4s the I.R.Ab failure te
offer adequate protection to the nationalist areas during the
pogrom, but this was merely an excuse to voice their disagree-
ment with the I.R.A.'s socialist policies and their involve-
ment with the mass of the people on social and other issues.
They justified their apolitical stance with military elitism
and the offer of Fianna Fail money and arms satisfied both th-
ese characteristics. On August 24th a number of this diss-
ident element came together in the social club in Casement
Park in Andersonstown without the knowledge of the TI.R.A.

leadership in the city who did not know of the meeting until
several weeks later.

Those present included Jimmy Steele, whose main claim to
fame was the fact that he had spent longer than anyone else
in Belfast in prison, and Joe Cahi.l, who had not been active
since the 1940's and who had spent much of the time ®ince th-
en in the National Graves Association. Also present was
Billy Kelly and his borther John who had been dismissed from
the I.R.A. in 1963 for embezzling funds, by the then O/C in
the city, Billy McKee, The remainder present were Seamus
Twomey, Leo Martin, Gerry Adams, Jimmy Drumm, Dave 0'Connell
and Frank Morris. They decided to overthrow the leadership
of the Belfast I.R.A. to take control themselves and to acc-—
ept Fianna Fail's offer of money and arms for use in the
city, of which they had now heard from Captain James Kelly.,

The money continued to reach the T.R.A. leadership in
Belfast while this cleavage was developing, and in the first
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k of September, Mr. Naughton of Dunleer, an Executive of
zei C0 oz zhich M;QOUTt was Managing DirectoY, aapeared ??
tae.séene again and cffered them £3,000 thiau%hw%zidikgzv%;zﬂ

d Paddy Kennedy. "y eormittee do not knou it He T
9 111 g used for," ne said, "yt we are quite happy if
;geﬁt;br Zrm; }br tie defence of the people}“ He hazgegogvar

7 to the I.R.A. with the promize of a further s
Etioiiiz never came = apparentl?_if money was totiiu :iazféa
the dissident element in the BeiiastEI.RJA. was th ti;ns
the area of investment which would give the best re .

1t was at this point - in the first week in S?Etgmbir,
1969, - that the Provisiocnal ].:.R.A° emerged ai :1dlg;:22ured
group, and although wea% a:hblrzie;hzirzi;eazdoheilthy' o
on Fianna Fail milk until they : : B
a meeting in Moville, Co. Donegal, at Fhlsttgﬁglin e -
promised large sums of money from prominen B, e e
men if they set up a separate NOFthern command ar e
ain conditions, mainly the dropping of any politica 3

icularly in the Twenty Six Counties. On ?eptem er

Tﬁ?i ziztzgzsideits held a meeting in Belfast at whlzhtzhey
were addressed by a mysterious man who was introduce
them as a political commentator from Dublin.

That evening a meeting was arranged b? Hug? ggnn?gégizw
former Bord Bainne employee, between 2 member of t?e b s
ial' I.R.A. staff in Belfast and an equally!mystei_ot %25%
vho, Keonedy clained, would put €8¢ R 00 10 %o scneauted

trd eople! in the South. 3
Egi t;:g321§in2ton Park Hotel on B(?lfas":'s-M.alcmehR-:)ac.’xii:riia“é
the contact man turned out bo be ﬁlchae} Mlllsfdt Eazomoﬁey,_
correspondent of the "Irish Press’. Mlllsrsal dth e
and assistance would be coming from theHSough and he f.the
a further meeting between the §tsff OfflCEF and sami 2n- s
people in the Twenty gix Counties whe would be supplying 8
aid. . |

The promised meeting took ?lace a fe? @ays }ater in the
offices of the Minister for Agriculture, Meil Blaney.
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Present at the meeting were the Minister, Hugh Kennedy, Paddy
Devlin and the Belfast I.R,A. Officer. The meeting lasted ab-
out forty five minutes and towards the end of it Seamus Brady
was brought into the room to add to the discussion. Mr.Blaney
was interested in the I.R.A. man's opinions of John Kelly, and
he was informed that Kelly was basically a "mé féin" man. He
also inquired about the sort of character Paddy Kennedy was.
The I.R.A. officer was more interested in arms and on inquir-
ing what sort of arms might be forthcoming, the Minister for
Agriculture said that he was thinking wmainly in terms of .303
rifles and shotguns.

On September 18th, the same people - except Blaney - met
with the then Minister for Finance, Mr. Haughey, in his home
in Malahide, and this time Seamus Brady was present throughut
the meeting. Mr. Haughey's main problem was whether arms
could in fact be obtained if the money for them was forthcom-
ing. The I.R.A. man said that obtaining the arms was easy
enough provided a sum of not less than £50,000 was available,
and Haughey stated that such a sum would be no problem to pro-
vide. He said that if the Belfast I.R.A. would open a bank
account the money could be paid to them via this account, and
the following morning (September 19th) the I.R.A. Officer op-
ened a bank account with a £5 deposit in a Dundalk Bank. No
further money was paid into this ac-ount - 7¢ was becoming
clear to the members of the Cabine: in Dublin that the I.R.A.
was not going to be so easy to take over, and that perhaps

the creation of a new I.R.A. would be a quicker, cheaper and
more rewarding process.

On September 22nd, Captain James Kelly gave an indicat-
ion of this strategy in the Fianna Fail campaign when he call-
ed at the home of the 0/C of the I.R.A. in South Derry.(This
was the same man who had been originally contacted by a frie-
nd of Blaney's in February). Kelly was accompanied by Seam-

us Brady and twc others, one of whom was the man who had made
the original contact in February.

Kelly did most of the talking and his main point was the
feasibility of establishing a separate Northern Command
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i lea shi He inf.red

{ndependent from the Dublin I.R.A.'s leadership. 991:27 e

that if this were done, arms and money wou1d1be suipﬁ;-w %7@1
i insi : : reviously sent tho ©

easily, and he insisted that hi‘had D s

arms which had not arrivedcnl BE EEpeat?d E?tsmgziizrn oSkt
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the T 's socialist policies
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Northern context. see, K - q e
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(¥ 2 ‘ ) - [
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When asked who "some of the top people'

"
d money. : : i
fere and 4 Cathal Goulding, Seamus Costello, Mick

were, he named four:
Ryan and Roy Johnston.-

The 0/C realised that the Fi?nna Fail a1q was é?tizgidand
for distribution only on the meeting of certain con ;aim t; "
the main condition was that the I.R.A. glve up 1ts ¢ R wia
ing the army of the Irish pe?plg aTd Ei tﬁzogixagoi;?y | o

i Fail operating exclusively ‘
ﬁfpfz?zgz to Fiaina Fail political cont¥o} there. afiz:ou;;;?g
that John Kelly of Belfast would_be arriving soonJOhn e
with an important message, Captain Kelly left. P nglieion o
subsequent message was that Fhe Q/C was yequesie o
meeting in Bailieborough, which is described else ;

The Fianna Fail offensive was now going at‘EU11‘StEEE%;h
and shortly afterwards Padraic Haughey al;o arrlviﬁelz/coizoo
| i i m Mount Street. e gave /C
Derry bearing gifts from ‘ sl

i i a lution to the par

ised the idea of a federal so : )
“:gbg:z His "scft-sell™ approach differed from tEat oﬁvgig
2ain éelly,'but the message was the same: begoﬁe ; ﬁspr1
army of Fianna Fail or you will get no support Tro .

The same message had reached Belf?st, and‘the p?oplzazﬁo
had participated in the Casement Park ?aucoui 1?ee§;2§y .
lier were now firmly committed to the Fianna ;a_é pf o
controlling the I.R.A. Urged on by t?e prospg;1 geeé "
arms and money they were easy to convince of Eﬁa gad L goe
weparate Northern Command, and since most of them
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out on the political educational process of the middle and

late sixties the socialist policies were meaningless to them,
They were largely politically uninterested and therefore pol-
itically unaware, and their main interest was in "the fight"

= 1 Flanna Fail could supply the goods, they could supply
the action.

They decided co "take over" the Belfast I.R.A, by oust-
ing the leadership and thereby leaving the way open to the
aid from the Twenty Six Counties. On the evening of Septem-
ber 22nd, they burst into a meeting of the Belfast Battalion
Staff which was being held in a room in Cyprus Street in the
Lower Falls area, They were armed and informed the 0/C and
his staff that they were "taking over". The men who decided
te take this action included Hugh Kennedy, formerly of Bord
Bainne, Sean McNally, who had left the I.R.A. five years pre-
viously after he married, the aged Jimmy Steele, Billy McKee,
Lec Martin, Seamus McCollum, Tom O'Donnell and Jim Webb. This
w2s to be the nucleus of the "new" I.R.A. machine in Belfast

oiled and maintained by Fianna Fai}

4 serious confrontation could have developed had it not
been for the calmness with which the Belfast 0/C reacted. Hig
main aim was to preserve the mawimum unity in the short term
in the tace of possible further pogvoms, and he agreed to
listen to the demands of the dissi..nt element, Agreement
was finally reached and the main points that emerged were re-
Presentation for the dissident element on the Belfast Staff,
a temporary shelving of the I.R.A.'s socialist policies, a
tentative break with the Dublin Headquavrters, and abstention
from the ferthecoming General Army Ceavention, The dissidents
appeared to have won a victory but the 0/C was playing for

time and he did not intend o finally apree to any of the
demands,
T.R.A. Headquartcars in Dublin were unaware that there

had Leen a change of policy in Belfast, and on Thursdav,25th

September, 1969, cathai Goulding sent his Director of Intellig-
ence, Sean MacStiofain, to Belfast to inform the Army Couneil
nembers there of rhe next Armv Couneil meeting, and to discuss

; ol ; 4

e other matters with them. Next morning M§Cbt1if312 pt;z:

:3mte11 Goulding that there had been a ;oup ;nbfinfascoulding

i ders from Du "

they were no longer taklng.or : o
;::tMacS{iofain later that morning and. then se?; hiz b::: £
Belfast to arrange a meeting in Dundalk the fo BOYfagt 17

(Hﬁturday 27th) at which he wanted to meet the Be

and some of his officers.

The meeting took place in Dundalk and igreeEent :giezii:
i i i es for the co
) the pooling of financial resourc : :
:nlf‘w:no:rms dzal that Headquarters was involved 1n. szooghmz
points were agreed on, although the ﬁelfasz iizyaggzicil sed
i the nex
ir two Army Council members to

::;1;n Dublin due to be held on Saturday, October 4th.

On the political front Fianna Fail were also mgyl?gntlzg
itrength They realised that it would mnot Ee sufviglin X

: for this reason they mo .

pontrol the I.R.A.alone and : T ¢ in on

iti ittees, After his meeting
the Citizens' Defence Commit _ e

ed on to the Or
ith the Belfast men,Gouldlng.mov :

:Tlgnwnonaghan to attend what was 1ntendfd as the ;Ftﬁ;iingy
of a Central Committee of all the C.D.C.'s in the ];;n -
ies.- Not all the invited areas turned up 1n Monag d‘é paTEL-
l:uiarly Lurgan and Derry City, and among those who di

y
at

(lar meeting had been held in Lurgan and a provisional
(lommittee for the C.D.C.'s had been formed.

€ed
Goulding's meeting had been pre-empted and he reai_glet
that a second central committee would be useligsé ;:d e
l 4 in al
i ass he fact that the Lurgan mee taken
the idea pass. The f ' ; B
p;ﬂC? did not come as a great surprise to Gouldi?g%biszﬁory
Ser he ¢ at the Lurgan meetin
bserve the fact that presen ; R
hrndy then a member of the I.K.A. Ar@y ?ogncll, who 2?%°-it—'
1;en'Goulding any prior indication of either thefm;; ;;i'waij,
Eélf or his intention to attend it. The offerRé b1?can;_
u{d was proving toc_ great a temptation to many Repu

Y

One member of the Movement who remaine% immune ti ;hiry
LEX ‘ e
offers from Fianna Fail, however, was the 0/C of Sout 4
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who has been mentioned previously. He was to be a first hand
witness of even more planning by Fianna Fail at a meeting in
the Shelbourne Hotel in early October 1969. Present was the
man who had contacted him on behalf of Blaney. Also there was
Gerry Jones, who, during the Second World War, served under
Peter Berry, at the time Private Secretary to Gerry Boland.
Jones had helped Berry list the names of Republicans destined
for the Curragh and his task was the smashing of the I,R.A.
from within the Fianna Fail Government. It was largely due
to the efforts of Berry and Jones that Gerry Boland could sta-
nd in the Dail in 1945 and say that the I.R.A, was dead and
he had killed it. He had killed George Plant, Charlie Kerins,
Barney Casey and many others, but the I.R.A.had survived, and
now his faithful servant, Gerry Jones, complete with eye patch
and business man's cheque-book, was back to finish off the
I.R.A. from closer range.

Jones was accompanied by Gerald Carroll, a prominent mem-
ber of the Fianna Fail organisation in Cork City. He had been
a member of Saor Uladh in 1956 and had taken a part in the
1956-62 border campaign.  After this, to use his own words,
he "became disillusiomed with the Republd san movement when 1t
began to move towards the left”, and by 1965 he had joined
Fianna Fail. Also at the Shelbourne Hotel meetifig were anot-
her Cork man called McCarthy, the ewver present Seamus PRrady
and Paddy O'Hanlon, at that time e ‘Unity" M.P. for South Ar-
magh,

McCarthy and Jones discussed the possibilities of obtain-
ing a trawler in Cobh, and taking £20,000 worth of arms to the
Six Counties, They appeared very anxious to obtain immediate
control of all that was going on in the North, and Jones kept
insisting that the weapons sent to the North should be used
only in the North and not in the Twenty Six Counties, He
feared their use in the South 80 much that he even suggested
sending a man to the North with the arms to ensure that they
remained there, He also appeared pre-occupied with the est-
ablishment of a separate Northern Command .
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Carroll was of the opinion that he could collect suffic-
lent weapons from ex-I.R.A. men for use in the ﬁorth, but he
was not prepared to hand over these weapons uﬁtll Brady could
puaraniee their replacement, obviously referring to expected
arms from the continent, The reason he requested replacement
of his ex-I.R.A. men's weapons was, he said, because they were
needed to defend the state against a Communist plot, .and he
mide reference to the Connolly Youth and other left wing gr-
oups. His leaving the Republican Movement because of their
"leftward trend" was obviously something of an understatement,

Seamus Brady was taking a more‘reélistic approac? to
the Northern problem and dweit largely_bn"the;availaklllty of
medical supplies - he realised they would besneeded zf ‘the
planned arms reached the Six Counties.- No:final decisions
were reached at the meeting, and it was decided that McCarthy
would contact the South Derry 0/C through Derry City shortly
afterwards, As the meeting broke up, Gerry Joqes rhoned
Blaney to tell him how the meeting had gone.

The O/C returned to Derry, but he never recéibeﬂ any
#ubsequent news from any of those at the meeringvv’ He had
gone to the Shelbourne with the image of an T.R.A, -man .t?at
might be subject to Fianna Fail's offer of help on :conditions,
but obviqusly Jones and his friends found some other people
who were much more willing to accept their plans for control
of the I.R.A.

By the second week in October it was obvious that t?e
Fianna Fail Sub-Committee was in top gear in its move'agalnsF
the I.R.A. They had succeeded in laying the basisypf a split,
and, unable to oust the I.R.A. leadership, they h?d 5;?' about
creating a new organisation with a new 1eadersh1p,'f;nanced'
with their apparently unlimited funds. They had begun their
takeover of the Citizens' Defence Committees and their attempt
on the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association. ~ What they
needed now was something to get their message across to the
Northern minority, something which would effect what?ver sup-
port the I.R.A, had and channel it towards Fianna Fail, They
decided to publish a weekly newspaper.
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THINGS BEGIN TO GO WRONG

The first edition of Whe Voice of the North”appeared on
October 12th 1969, and its distribution throughout the North
was organised by the Kelly brothers,

The "Voice" claimed to speak "for a group of people who
have decided that there 18 nead to speak out fearlessly for
the Irieh people of the Six Counties", 1t carried innocums.
enough stories in a civil rights vein but strﬁightaway set
about equating the Civil Rights Bfruggle in the North with
Fianna Fail in the South, By the third edition, however on
October 26th, the "Voice" was carrying a two Page spread tit-
led "De Valera on the North" with a reprint of a speech on
partition given by De Valera in the Dublin Senate in 1939,
The propaganda was becoming a little too unsubtle,

On October 30th, the Editor of the United Irishman, Seam-

- u8 0 Tuathail, gave a press conference in the Grésham Hotel,
‘Dublin, to launch a major expose of the Fianna Fail infiltra-
tion plot in the North. "The Voice" and the pamphletsg org-
anised by Brady and printeg for the Government Information
Bureau figureg largely in the accusation that Haughey, Boland
andBBlaney were using "Fianna Faii gold" to buy their way
into the Civil Rights Association &nd other areas of influence
in the North, The United Irishman front page allegations
also commented: "It 7g hard to beiteve that Mr. Jack Lyneh is
wnavare of this cynieal dbubZe—deaZing by his Ministers, Th-
ese Fianng Fail politieians qre doing their best to dierupt
Civil Rights and anti-Unionist forces which have been polit-
teally embarrassing to them, "

The United Irishman story opened a controversy which rag-
ed for a full week in the national Press and which led to

45

e

vertain developments., But at ?0 stage dldbthe Mlnlite;ien
named reply. Giving a speech in Bray about one w;z b: a&
the allegations were made Jack Lynch made wha; cgud s
passing reference to the controversy w?en he en1eh b wa%
ol his Government Ministers had acted in any underhan 5
In relation to the North.

Seamus Brady decided to put a bold face onﬂlt’anq wh§?
aked to comment on the allegations rftorted “h Thtst;s if
W pack of lies. These people couldn't tell ¢ e tru .
their lives depended on 7t", A few days 1aten_op Novemba
Ivd, Brady submitted a bill for.£1,580.6.6. to Eoin ?eesgn;
in the G.I.B. for the organisation and production of the-
lirst three editions of the "Voice". On the day prior 'to_
“Ihe United Irishman" expose, Octobey ?ch, Brady'had wrlat
én to Neeson pointing out that the Minister fo¥ Finance, rr.
llaughey, had authorised payment'of £1,000 to him to ﬁ?;:elf
the "Voice" expenses. As prev1ous1y_agfeed"between 11t’n
and Neeson Brady used the cover descrlgtlon to pﬁepaza zon
0f' manuseripts for Govermment Information Bureaw.

Brady received no payment either for the invoice of )
Oétober 30th or the more explicit and detalled-one of.NoveT
har 3rd. The Taoiseach refused to have the bills p.au.d"ouél
ol the grant for his Department and the'matter was rsfgirf
inck to Haughey in Finance. Bradyqpanlcked and tol' ig
fain Kelly that the deal wes off and that the paper zougaoo
have to fold, On November 6th or 7th Kelly produce- o
and on November 17th, & further £1,000.. On Novembif tOt,1
Nady lodged a further £600 he had.recelved from Ke yé’
December 9th he received a dheque in the name of Anne
Wrien for £800 from the same source.

Obviously the controversy surroynding the "'V01ce"2 ;Sg
f0 a new arrangement foi paying for %ts production. Eb,
was withdrawn from the bank account in Clones on Nov?m er
lO0th and the same amount was used to open'the Anne 0 Brlegt_
account in the Munster and Leinster B?nk in Lover Baggg?ll
teet, Dublin. And so the "Voice" sailed on with FheK ;1 s
heing paid from the Anne O'Brien account via Captain Kelly.
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) Another bill submitted by Brady for the production of
the pamphlet given to the C.C.D.C. and fo i

: : ] B DL r Corrigan's pamph-
let was ultimately paid by the Department of the Téoiszacg

in F?bruary, 1570,  Following the United Irishman stor
Corrlgfn stated in the Irish Times (Nov. 6,1969) that "z;
was sggeZy responsible for finaneing the booklet "Eye-Wit-
ness in Northern Ireland" and that he had in hand Jq bill
fb# £660 for its first eonsignment which anyone could saut-
inige at any time, Brady was paid a total of £656.2.3,

Witn the new financial arrangements i =
edy drafted in hurriedly as "Managing Dir2259¥i€2 ?:gthzgz
Brady,.Kennedy gave a press conference in Dublin to refute
the United Irishman allegations. "Funds (for the 'Veice!)
were qbna§ed by vealthy people in Belfast and by ;ym athetre
organisations and individuals in the United States i Not
penny had been received from Fianna Fail or any Mi;ister o?
:::rGazezzmengsig the Republic”, he said. It‘subsequently
merge at 3207.9.6 was paid to the i
the Govermment fund ever thepcover n;m: ii;:tgfgr?iz?e i

' 1 . -

W.?: ? Hﬁnlon, Managing Director of the Anglo-Celt whe~
re t&e. Voice" was printed, was 1i::ed by Kennedy as one of
the Dlrect?rs" of the paper, Others némed as Di;ector@
by Kennedy included Sean Keenan of Derry, Tom Conaty of %he
C.C.D.C. in Belfast, Mr. John Kelly, "Republican assistant
secretary of the committee", and Mr, Kennedy hiﬁself, -

The"coptroversy faded after a week in the publiz press
and.the Voice" continued to appear on a weekly basisg i kMB
%prll of 1??0 it was carrying an advertisement fcrka ﬁrovi{—
1ona} meeting in Armagh, by May articles praising EEC ent“;
by Aidan Corrigan and Dr. Philbin, Bishop of Down and Con;f
and on May 17th a croi de couer for Haughey, Boland and Bl {
ney in the first flash of the arms crisis, ’ ”Their action:

' against machine-guns and rifiles from mobs roused up by the

amateur cowardly "revolutionaries" so idolised by the press",
wrote Seamus Brady in the lead story. '"Talk of the future
baing with Doctrinaire Socialism and Cuban—-style commune pol-
{tics has been blowm sky-high by the events in Dublin..these
men put all the talking revolutionaries, extreme Socialists,
I'rotskyities, Maoists, Petticoat revolutionaries like Berma-
lette Devlin, and Maureen de Burca, Farrell, McCann, ete.,

in the shade.” The story ended with the phrase "Thank God
Ireland still has weal Republicans.” In the heat of the
moment Brady had anticipated some lines which properly came
towards the end of the well-orchestrated Sub-Committee plan.
With Haughey, Boland and Blaney now gone it looked like the
end of the grand design.

But ‘the "Voice" carried on, appearing more and more in-
termittently until it finally closed down in December 1970.
The month of December in Dublin brought the final defeat of
the "dissidents" within the Fianna Fail party and so the
"Voice" vanished,

Other bones were sticking out of the Sub-Committee plan.
On St. Stephens' Day, 1969, 7,000 rounds of ammunition were
discovered by Special Branch Detectives at one of the Canal
locks in Dublin. Sensational headlines were followed by
an investigation and the ammunition was traced back to Capt-
ain Finbarr Drohan, the I.0. who had seen action in Monaghan

in August and Septamber.

An Army Courtmartial accepted his story that surplus
ammunition from target practise had accumulated in his flat
in Dublin and that as he was going home to Cork for Christ-
mas he could think of no other way to dispose of it. That
an Army Courtmartial could swallow 7,000 rounds on such a
ntory bore eloquent witness to ths saving arm of Jim CGibbons

Minister for Defence.

Shortly after the crisis in the following May, Drohan
quietly "resigned" from the Army.
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THE SPEECH WAR CONTINUES

While the Sub-Committee was making policy on the North,
Lynch began stating a policy very much at variance with the
activities set in train since August, At Tralee on September
20th Lynch delivered a major speech on North~South relations.
He spoke of the Council of Ireland idea for a Federal Ireland
as contained in the 1920 Government of Ireland Act, He then
went on to state that the Dublin Government had no intention
of using force to end Partition: "It vould remain the Govern—
ment's most earnest aim and hope to win the consent of the
majority of the people in the Six Counties to meane by which
North and South could come together in a re-united and scver—
eign Ireland,"

The speech in many ways parallelled that given in Derry in
January by Blaney who also declared in favour of a Federal
Ireland involving the Governments of Dublin, Belfast and West-
minster, In terms of policy towards the North, therefore,
there was no difference between Blaney and Lynch. But events
in the North and the attempts by Lynch tc demote Blaney in
Cabinet responsibility had intervened between the two speeches .

In Octcber Blaney sought the opportunity of upping the
ante on Lynch during a Dail debate »n events in the Nor*% but
was prevented from speaking by a T-bour Party device ir -alk-
ing the debate out. Seamus Brady's carefully prepared speech
was thus wasted and the "Voice of the North" took Labour to
task for its impertinence in the next edition.

The cccasion chosen for the speech was Blaney's celebrat-
ion of his twenty-first anniversary as a Dail Deputy in Letter-
kenny., Kevin Boland was one of the Ministers who attended on
invitation. Reading from the script of his well circulated
speech Blaney switched the emphasis in the debate with Lynch
from policy to methods. "I believe, as do the vast majority,
that the ideal way of ending Partition is by peaceful means.
But no one has the right to assert that force is irrevocably
out.”  Blaney went on to invoke Party support for the thinly
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disguised attack on Lynch: "The Fianna Fail Party has never
taken a decistion to rule out the use of force if the sircum—
atances in the Sixz Counties so demard....If a situation were
to arise in the S5ix Counties in which the pecple who do not
subscribe to the Unionist regime were under sustained and
murderous assault, then, as the Taciseach said on August 13,
we 'cannot stand idly by'".

The newspapers headlined the speech and Lynch spoke out
to dissociate himself from the sentiments expressed. .In the
Dail there were repeated allegations of a Fianna Fail split,

The Letterkenny speech was still ringing in the ears of
Fianna Fail delegates when the Ard Fkeis convened on the fol-
lowing January 17. A showdown between Lynch and Boland and
Blaney was expected. But the expectations of the political
commentators were disappointed. Lynch sat on the platform
flanked by his powerful Barons and listened to a stream of
speakers approving of Blaney's sentiments in Letterkenny and
impliedly criticising his own.

Kevin Boland, Honorary Secretary of Fianna Fail, noted
the aim of the party was to "secure the unity and independ-
ence of Ireland as a Republic” and said that this aim must
be achieved "unhampered by preconceived ideas or predeter-
mined conditions as to the methods to be used."” Lynch gave
a vague speech which seemed to endorse the sentiments of Mr.
Boland. The "split" was successfully healed. L

In a radio interview on the following day Boland, Blarey
and Lynch lined up together behind the microphone and Lynch '~
made it clear that he found nothing objectionable in the
Letterkenny speech. He had been concerned only about the
misleading headlines! Lynch was still the prisoner of his
Cabinet colleagues.
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THE _REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT DIVIDES

An extraordinary General Army Convention was held in
early December, 1969, The purpose of the Convention was to
take a decision on the results of the Commission inquiring
into the structure of the Movement in advance of the Sinn
Fein Ard Fheis due in January. The Commission timetable was
being held to despite the increased activity on the Northern
issue and its main recommendation - on the issue of absten-
tion - was to provide the final showdown point between the
differing viewpoints inside the I.R.A,

was a blunder to have persisted in pushing the issue to dec-
ision against the background of the upheaval in the North
and the tensions existing within the I.R.A, as a result of
Aggust and the various developments since then, Many motives
and ideas eddied around below the surface but the single
surface issue was to be that of political flexibility on the

parliamentary front, It was an unfortunate issue
fortunate time.

Even before matters came to a vote those opposed to end-
ing abstention complained that delegates, most of whom did
not favour the new policies, had not been picked up to att-
end the Convention, Explanations which showed it was the
delegates own fault were not acceptable, Nor was Belfast
represented as the Belfast Staff

ember,

The next dispute arose on the issue as to whether the
vote would have to be a two thirds vote or not. The Chairmm
eventually ruled that a simple majority wculd suffice because
the I.R.A., as distinct from Sinn Fein, had no clause in its
Constitution advocating any particular method for the achiewe-
ment of a thirty two county Republic., And the Chairman com—
mented later that he felt like the man "who had signed the
Trsaty and re-canted", The vote was carried by more than a
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] é Sean Mac
three tc one majority and as the reselt.beCd@e c{ea; fh: R
itdofain burst inteo tears saying_”th@s 18 %@e ;naw?-f;om é%e
Most of those who had voted against then withdre
proceedings of the Convention.

On December 29, the first statement from the P'r(‘>v1s‘.iztm;;.g.e
1 ice t
Army Council appeared in the papers. It was éui ng?nﬁ s
d[scerning to make up their minds for the COTénﬁ f“ Ry
i for abstention wou e fou :
rd Fheis when the battle : ion Ao
:;ain this time with a two thirds majority necessary ¢t
]

the vote.

But the statement also meant that anhunbri@ﬁ:abkide§Z$2
uestion at the coming
been made: the actual q t o '
:gﬂld be the size of the walk-out. The_Juittfzci;:znczzgigzﬁi
f Sinn Fein stipulate andid:
nimple, The Bunreacht o ; B O it
i 7 basis for any of t
standing on an attendance ‘ ;
::sembliesgconstituted "an act of treason', to even discuss
the matter, therefore, amounted to treason,

In the interval between the LR.A,Conventioi and ;?§e?z;
Fein Ard Fheis the scramble for delegates was 02 y iﬁuho :
lﬁe scramble for dumps.” Somewhere in the middie a P
[or a reconciliation hung suspended,

On Saturday, January 10th 1970, thg blgg§5; iz? ?:e;ﬁbiﬁh
living memory convened at the Integcontl?efzé JloIprration
The first big debate centred around the h?méofﬁ d;;u;eﬁt =
I'ront proposal contained in th? Ire?and Today doe Ard s
piled by the Commission egtabllshed by Fhedgigv; ok B S
The principles enshrined in the documenLlad e i5§b1@ formal
recegnition and acceptance’of tFends ?IE@F gﬂval raups —
ment policies such as joinlgg thh otnelfra ;: vo%e i el
B o or o Tour Bour dihete waw faken an 4 drg un 05
at the end of a four hour debs ..u SE. R yfiogider i
: ‘ritical debate on the question otpthe remova ﬂ
L?ee;;;rgoes due to take place on the rgl{?ﬁtn% S?y'mﬁigiity,
National Liberation Front concept passed with 2 big ma:

D2



The first clause in the resolution tec remove politieal

embargoes read: '"That all embargoes on political participat—
ton in Parliament be removed from the Constitution and Rules!
The decision to be made on the Sunday evening was clear and
unequivocal. When the vote was finally taken the motion was
defeated because it failed by 19 votes to obtain the necess-
ary two thirds majority in the 257 delegate assembly. For
almost an hour afterwards it seemed as if the clash had been
averted and another year gained during which the two sides
could fight for supremacy. Then the storm burst,

Dennis Cassin of Armagh stood ap and proposed that a res-
olution pledging confidence in the I.R.A. be taken, This
would only need a simple majority to pass. Before the Chair-
man, Tom Mitchell, had time to rule on the admissability or
otherwise of the motion Sean Mac Stiofain was at the floor
microphone pledging allegiance to the Provisional Army Coun~
cil. His brief emotion-filled statement was the signal for
the pre-arranged walk-out. Visitors and éelegates sympathet~
ic to the Mac Stiofain-0'Bradaigh axis left the Ard Fheis and
adjourned to the Kevin Barry Hall in Parnell Square. On the
following day a front page article by Michael Mills in the Ir=-
ish Press was headed "Mujor Split in Sinm Fein”. The formal-
ities had been completed. ®
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(ARDA_FALLON DIES

On January 21, 1970,an event of little significance at
the time took place in a Dublin Court. Before the Court
were two men, Sean Doyle and Tom O'Neill, charged with che
illegal possession of arms and with shooting with intent to
commit murder. They had first been arrested at Ballyfemmt
Avenue on October 3, 1968, following a car chase by Gardai
and their case had been adjourned on many occasions in the
intervening period. Counsel for the prosecution applied
for yet another remand on the grounds that certain key wit-
nesses were unable to be present because of illness. Justice
Murnaghan refused to grant the adjournment and the State,
faced with going ahead without its key witnesses, entered a
nolle prosequi - a device which would allow for re-arrest
and re-charging. But for some unexplained reason there we-—
t¢ no re-arrests and the two men walked out of Court and
vanished.

It was a time of frequent bank raids in the country.No
fewer than twelve robberies had taken place since February
27, 1967 when the Royal Bank, Drumcondra, was the target of
# daring raid by armed men which netted about £3,000. In
the popular imagination the raids were the work of Saor Eire
# pseudo-political grouping which seemed to use politics as
an flag of convenience for bank raids, The pericd since
August 1969 had seen a veritable spate of such robberies, the
professed aim of which were to help the North. The National
Bank, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow, yielded £800; The Northern
Bank, Sth, Circular Road, £5,000; The National Bank, Kells,
£3,000; The National Bank in Coolock, £4,000; Whitehall
Road Post Office, £1,200; and the Royal Bank, Prussia Stre-
et, Dublin £3,000.,

Since August the raids had not only increased in frequ-
#ncy but also in the numbers engaged on them ( there were
twelve men involved at Kells) and in their audacity. The
Department of Justice, under Micheal 0'Morain, did nothing.
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On February 20th,

the Hibernian Bank, Rathdrum, fell wvic-
tim to seven armed and masked men who cut all communicaticns
with the village, fired a shot over the head of the sole cus-—
todian of the law who appeared on the scene, and vanished with

£1,500,. Again no action was taken.,

There was a definite evidence of Government non-action if
not toleration, Exactly why was a difficult question to ans-—
wer. One theory was that Micheal 0'Morain had intervened on
one occasion in the interests of a person connected with Saor
Eire because of local ties in Mayo. Another was that Blaneys
contacts with political elements in Saor Eire in the quest for
arms by the Sub-Committee had given encouragement to the idea
that Saor Eire, a semi~Government intermediary with arms supp~
lies in the U.S.A., enjoyed a certain immunity in other dir-
ections as well. Certainly, in the afterglow of the August
events Blaney had frequent recourse to the Saor HEire-infected
Citizens Committee and certain of their personnel had under-
taken flights to the States to provide arms for the North, But
the connections of either men with Saor Eire were ill-defined
and of little public significance until April 3, 1970.

On Friday morning, April 3, at about 10.40a.m. the Royal
Bank, Arran Quay, was struck by armed men, In cutting the
alarm wire outside the Bank they actually triggered the alarm.
Gardai were alerted and rushed to tine Bank, Making their es-
cape the raiders shot down Garda iichard Fallon. Fallon's
death became a public sensation Immediately, road blocks we-
re set up on all main roads but to no avail. O0'Morain visited
the widow of the dead Garda and offered a £5,000 reward for
information leading to the apprehension of the killers.

A most unusual step was then taken by the Garda who iss=-
ued a hue and cry listing seven men whom they wished to inter-
view in connection with the raid. This procedure was tanta-
mount to accusing the men named of murder. All of them were
immediately identified in the popular imagination as members
of Saor Eire. Three of the seven could still be in Garda
custody were it not for the apparent tungling in court in

-
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January and a mistake in a Ministerial order transferring
another of the men named, Joe Diilom, from Mountjoy Jail to
Portlaoise.

The days following were filled with crowd scenes‘and
funeral pomp as the dead Garda was buried beneath a weight
of official hypocrisy seldom before witnessed.  But .tha
official tears and pualic gsubscription liste did nothing to
dampen the rising criticism of the Department of Justice
among the rank and file members oif the Garda. Rumours mul-
tiplied. In senior Garda ranks resentment at what appeared
to them indiscreet and indiscriminate contacts with subwer-
sives turned to suspicions and accusations. Everybody from
the State Attorney's office to the Secretary of the Depart-
ment began to feel the heat. The Minister's own reaction
wag to publicly state his intention of introduciag the amen-
ed and controversial Criminal Justice Bill: privately he
turned to drink.

One of the first effects of the rising tide of dissat-~
isfaction within the Garda Siochena were the confidential
reports which Chief Superintendent Fleming of the Special
Branch began to send directly to the Secretary to the Dep-
artment of Justice, Peter Berry.

Fieming's reports dealt with Saor Eire activitiee and
also with the connections between Blaney &nd Saor Eire and
Captain Kelly's apparent role as liaison between various
Ministers - Gibbons, Haughey and Lenihan were mentioned as
well as Blaney - and elements which Fleming would consider
"subversive",

In the Garda reports and in the mind of Chief Superin-
tendent Fleming there was no distinction wmade between the
activities of Captain Kelly, the Ministers mentioned, and
the activities of Saor Eire.

O'Morain's immediate reacticm to the reports was to

order that the information in them be doublechecked and to

privately warn the Ministers nawed of the inquiry.  Vhen
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assured that the information was accurate he sat tight and

took no action. Dissatisfaction within the Garda grew as
the:inaction, in their opinion, related to the apprehension
of the killers of Garda Fallon and their apparent familiar-
ity with Government Ministers.

Meanwhile Captain Kelly had been very busy indeed. Us-
ing the George Dixon account which had been opened in Baggot
Street on the same date, November 14, 1969, as the Anne O
Brien account, he was heavily engdged in attempting to bnng
in a cargo of arms to Dublin. While the operation was in—
tended to be discreet it was made clear to the Dublin Customs
that it had official sanction when, on March 25, Captain and
John Kelly drove to the docks in a hired truck to pick up an
expected cargo of arms from the City of Dublin. On the ships
manifest the arms were described as "mild blue steel". Only
forty bullet proof vests arrived, however, as the sh1ppera
had refused to Shlp the arms from Antwerp,

The arms were alveady on the ship when it was discovered
that Captain Kelly had failed to provide the mandatory end
users certificate and they were off-loaded. It was a fatal
bungle on Kelly's part and was to lead to the presence of Al=
bert Luykx on the next attempt because of his familiarity
with import pracedures. Captain Yelly's attempts to get Ader
Lingus bring in the arms on a regular scheduled flight failed
but effectively .spread the news of the "secret" until it be-
came one of the best known secrets in Ireland. On the Contin-
ent a member of the Schleuter armaments firm earned his re-
tainer fee from British Intelligence by tipping them off about
the crder of arms for Ireland and the payments made,

It was reported that the George Dixon account had paid
an initial deposit of £3,000 into Schleuter's Hamburg account
in early January. A fortnight later a further payment was
made. In mid-February Captain Kelly himself undertock a trip
having obtained the consent of his superior Colonel Hefferom.

On February 19, Captaln Kelly was again airborne carrvn:g
with him on thig occasion £10,000 in cash which he lodged in
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# Dortmund Bank. 4 few days later he met with Schleuter in
Mrtmund to discuss the exact nature of the arms and ammunit-
lon. On March 4, Captain Kelly met with Defence Minister
(llbbons to explain the need for the next trip to Eurcpe. On
this trip Schleuter had promised that the arms would be sent
from Antwerp on March 17. All this was duly reported to

M itish Intelligence.

On March 17, an already mnervous Gibbons was standing be-
slde Haughey on the reviewing stand for the St. Patrick Day's
Industrial Parade in Dublin, suggesting that Captain Kelly be
transferred from his Army duties. Haughey suggested that he
hecome a pig smuggling Inspector along the Border. This would
help him by giving him a new "cover" as his activities were
hy now widely known apd would still allow him to continue in
vlose cooperation with the Northern Defence people. It was
N aney who resisted the need for this move.

In the event, part of the cargo promised on March 17th,
arrived in Dublin on March 25th - the bullet proof vests des—
iribed as "protective clothing". The "mild blue steel" fail-
wl to arrive and this necessitated a further trip to the Con-
tinent. Kelly, accompanied this time by Albert Luykx, flew
out to Antwerp on April 1st, On the evening of Thursday,
April 2nd, serious rioting broke out in Ballymurphy when six
lundred British troops with armoured Saracens in support maed
into the area, Trocps used tear—gas when stoned and the huge
sstate erupted with violence.

John Kelly and Hugh McAteer contacted Blaney in Dublin.
Nlaney's response was to contact other members of the Govern-
ment. Lynch had left for a weekend in Barley Cove, West Cork
and could not be contacted by telephone.

Gibbons had left for his home in Kilkenny but the Garda
at Naas were asked to intercept him. Gibbons rang back and
sventually contacted the Chief of Staff at the Curragh Army
(amp and a pre—arranged plan transferring 500 Lee Enfield rif-
les and 3,000 gas masks to Dundalk Barracks was put into oper-
stion., The initial stage of the master plan thus triggered
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could not go into its second stage because the '"mild blue

steel'" was still on the Continent.
violence died out in Ballymurphy.
rude awakening.

wasn't Jack Lynch.

A few days 1later the
For Jack Lynch it was a
He now knew who ruled the country, and it

The urgency communicated itself to the Continemt and on
April 3 Kelly and Luykx met with Schleuter who informed them
that the arms were on their way to Tries¢e. Kelly asked that
they be stopped at Vienna and he would arrange to fly them
from there to Dublin. Luykx wrote out a personal cheque to
cover the costs of a chartered plane and the purchase of
some additional arms. The flight date was tentatively set
for April 7th.

In Dublin on the same day, April 3rd, Garda Fallon was
shot dead.

FROM MUTUAL ASSISTANCE TO BRACKMAIL

In the days following April 4th Captain Kelly's attempts
to get first Aer Lingus, and then Aer Turas o fly in the
arms to Dublin Airport led to more inquiries being made with
Government Departments. A meeting involving Luykx and Brian
Lenihan of Transport and Power which took place in the 0ld
Shieling Hotel, Raheny, made its way intc Fleming's report
to Berry in Justice. Kelly pushed ahead with settling the
details for importation and flew out to Vienna with Luykx on
Friday, April 17th, to meet with Schleuter and fix up the
final details of the charter flight to Dublin.

On the seme morning the fuse so carelessly laid by Kelly
began to burn. Dublin Airport authorities began to check

The Garda Commissiomner, in receipt of information from the
Wpecial Branch courtesy of British Intelligench was already
aware of Kelly's trip to Vienna and the fact that passage tﬁ"
tough customs for a suspect consignment had be§n érranged. §OE
knowing whether he should act or notz the.Ccmmxss%oner'apglleu
{0 the Department of Justice for a directlomn. 0'Morain was
not available. Berry was left holding the can. ‘He was alfo
awiare that his responsibility was all the greater because of
('"Morain's alcoholic state. And he was reading a pub11§at10n
{hat Taoiseach Jack Lynch was also reading at the same time.

Hibernia magazine on April 17th, publishe@ a damning in=
dictment of the Department of Justice in relatlo? to Saor ElFe
and the death of Garda Fallon. Calling for an 1ndependen§ in-
quiry into the whole issue of nolle proseques and other-ev1d—
stice of inaction, Hibernia hinted broadly at t@e.Sqor Eire con-
qections of O'Morain and asked about the '?Osstbtlzty of pqltt—
feal interference’. "Either the autf'fmjftws have been guilty
of negligence....or those same aut@orztzes were t@fluencid by
political pressure in the proper discharge of t@ezr dutg .
Wibernia was reflecting popular feeling and adding a P01nter.
The full evidence of the "political pressure' connecting var-
{ous Government Ministers with arms importation and Saor Elre
Jay in the files on the missing Minister's desk.

Berry was appalled. Not only was the information cont-
ained in the files of an explosive nature which would bring
down the Government but tooc many people were now aware of Cap-
tain Kelly's activities. Then there was the wideﬁpread Garda
resentment towards the Department and the applicat%on f?r a
directive from the Minister. The request for a directlve was
a distinct vote of no confidence by the Garda Siochana in the
Department.

out the authorisation from the Department of Finance quoted
by Captain Kelly for allowing the arms cargo through without
custome search, The Deppartment of Transport and Power re-
ceived the call but referred the Airport query on to the Dep-
artment of Justice.

When no answer to the {irst reguest was forthcoming a ?ur-
{her request for a directive was lodgad. With his own Minig-
{e¢r absent and the question of an arms Cargo expected hourly
4t Dublin Airport, Berry made his now famous ?hong—call to Hau-
Pressure hegan to build up at Justice. ghey. Haughey realised from the call that 0'Morain had either
59 . pot cold feet or let matters ouf of control. The Garda had
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anticipated matters and placed a cordon around the Airport
and were ready to seize any cargo brought in. 'Better call
the whole thing off', reasoned Haughey. The important thing
now was that the whole affair not become public knowledge:
the authorisation from the Department of Finance was with-
drawn.

On Saturday evening, April 18, when Captain Kelly rang
his home in Dublin, his wife told him that the Airport was
surrounded and that the goods would be seized and he himself
arrested. He was to stay where he was and John Kelly would
fly out the following day with the new arrangements, John
Kelly duly arrived on the following day and on Monday, April
20th, Captain Kelly cancelled the whole operation. On the
following day the two Kellys and Luykx arrived home on the
same plane.

With O'Morain incommunicado in the West of Ireland and
the Department of Justice under siege both from public opin-
ion and the rank and file of the Garda, Lynch was consulting
with Peter Berry on the Monday and Tuesday, April 20 and 21.
A first reading of the files supplied by Fleming connecting
Haughey, Blaney, Gibbons and Lenihan with attempts at arms
importation on the one hand and the hotbed of Saor Eire activ-
ity in 43, Kildare Street on the other filled him with horror.
0'Morain's non-action coupled with the widespread rumours of
his subterranean conmections with the organisation that was
now the most talked of in Ireland in connection with Fallon's
death added up to a scandal that would cause the Government
to fall in ignominy. As early as April 20th, Lynch's main
concern was to salvage the Government of which he was titular
head.

Both the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Def-
ence were involved. There seemed to be no way of .saving the
Government. The first move, however, would be to discover
exactly how far the Government was compromised. = ¥The Minister
for Defence was ordered to instruct the Director of Army In-
telligence to prepare a full report on the arms importatfon
attempts., 61
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Wednesday, April 23, was Budget Day but the Minister for
finance had been taken to hospital early that morning follow-
lng a fall from his horse in the stable yard. With the Bud-
get to bring in and Mr. 0'Morain to interview it proved a
busy day for Lynch. The decision that 0'Morain would have
fo go was already made. The question was how to ease him
out?  An unexplained resignation would lead to public spec—
w'ation and the Garda would soon arm Opposition T.D.s with
{he real reasons. There must be an explanation and it cauld
not be the real ome.

0'Morain agreed to the inevitable and quickly thought of
{he way out — a manner S0 distracting that it proved a comp~
lete success. He was already due to go to a Nursing Home
for a 'cure'. He decided to go with a bang. On the evening
0l Budget day he was due to attend a legal dinner in the Gre-
aham Hotel, A Canadian lawyer spoke at the dinner praising
lergeant Sullivan. With calculated aim the Minister heckled
the speaker about the man who demanded his money in advance
for defending Roger Casement. Shortly afterwards the Minis-
ter "collapsed" and was taken to Mount Carmel. Lynch was
thankful: a lawyer himself, he could use the prima facie ca-
4e of i1l health thus established to "retire'" the Minister.
Ihe following days papers carried the story of 0'Morain's
"¢ollapse'.

The next few days were filled with manoueverings. A .
meeting in Blaney's office between the Minister for Agricult-
ure, Gibbons from Defence and Captain Kelly and Colonel Heff-
eron on Thursday, April 23, broke up inconclusively, Gibbons
had, however, told Captain Kelly that he was in 'the hot seat'
Gibbons was looking for an out. Blaney was in favour of
persisting with the arms importation. It would be possible
to put a face on it in the Pail if any questions arose. The
main consensus fear at the time was not as among themselves
as Ministers but as between their Government and the Opposit-—
lon. 1f the story broke the Government would fall.

By May lst, Lynch had already spoken with Blaney and
(i{bbons. By May, lst there was Cabinet unanimity that the
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matter would be dropped and forgotten. In future any big
undertaking like the Sub Committee's arms importation would
be brought for approval before the full Government. It was
generally felt that the sacrifice of 0'Morain would suffice
to placate the Garda in relation to the circumstances surr-
ounding the death of Fallon. Kevin Boland visited Haughey
in ghe Mater to bring him the good news. The rrisis seemed
tc be resolving itself without any public knowledge or out-
cry.

But even as Boland spoke with Haughey in the Mater Cap-
tain Kelly was being questioned in the Bridewell. His in-
terrogation reveals what was uppermost in the minds of the
Garda. On page 31 of his "Orders of the Captain” he des-
cribes the dramatic interview with Chief Superintendent
Fleming and Inspector Doocsy. "You're in a spot. A state-
ment...We know all about it...You're up to your neck in it..
What do you know about the Garda Fallon murder?” Kelly was
shocked and indignant. He knew nothing abbut Fallon's kill-
ing. Ik was more than likely that both Fleming and Doocey
realised this but were trying to scare him into implicating
Blaney who had contacted Saor Eire sources in the quest for
arms immediately after August ‘69, Lynch interviewed Kelly
in the afternmoon in the hope that he might discover more in-
formation but Captain Kelly, quite naturally, said nothing:
as a retired Army Officer, with his career in ruins, he had
nothing left but his liberty. The @overnment would have to
find their own scapegoats.

: On the evening of May 4, a brief Government statement
announced: "The Minister for Justice, Mr. Micheal O'Morain,
hae today tendered to the Taoiseach hig resignation as a mem-
ber of the Govermment on the grounds of ill health. The
Taoiseach has accepted the Minister's decision with regret
and in accordance with Article 28-9-3 of the Comstitution
has advised the President to accept that decision.” It was
the first in a series of judicious lies aimed at salvaging
the Government.
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The Taoiseach was later to admit in the Dail: I did
[rankly suggest to him that he should resign becawse of his
wondition mainly and because of the length of time he was
likely to remain under medical treatment.”  Another lie.

By Tuesday, May 5, it looked as if the crisis might pass
unnoticed, At mid~day Lynch, Blaney and Hillery lunched
with the Committee of the R.D.S. at Ballsbridge.

But that evening in the Dail the clouds quickly gathlerad
agnin.

The first real knowledge of the secret activity had rea-
¢hed the Opposition leader, Liam Cosgrave. The note in his
possession read: "A plot to bring in arms from Germany worth
100,000 for the North under the guise of the Department of De-
fence has been discovered. Those involved are - Captain
James Kelly I.0., Col. Hefferon, Director of Intelligence(bo-
th held over the weekend in the Bridewell), Gibbons, Haughey
und the Jones Brothers of Rathminee Road and Rosapena Hotel,
lonegal, See that this scandal is not hushed up.  GARDA".

But thernoée wassanonymous and Cosgrave did not feel like
putting his full weight on it. When O'Morain's 'resignation’
was announced, however, he nerved himself to ask if this was
only "the tip of the iceberg" and could other Ministerial res-
gnations be expected. Lynch responded: I don't know what
the Deputy is referring to".

Lynch left the Chamber a scared man. The story was out:
the dogs in the street would scon be barking ft.

Cosgrave spent the afternoon trying to establish more
voncrete evidence about the background to the intriguing mess~
nge, He sought and obtained zn appointment with the Taois-
sach at 8.00pm. that evening. Lynch spent some time convine-
lug Cosgrave that Gibbons was not involved. This was vital,
Il Gibbons were found to have been involved then nc Cabinet
venhuffle or sacking of Ministers would suffice -the Govern-
ment in toto would have to resign.
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Cosgrave swallowed the story and afterwards failed to
mention Gibbons in his mention of the anonymous note. Lynch
had already nerved himself for the task of requesting the

rasignations of Blaney and Haughey. About 9.45p.m.follow-
ing the interview with Cosgrave, Blaney was sent for. Both
he and Haughey refused to resign and argued that the Taois-
each should brazen it out in the Dail.

The only issue between the two Ministers and Lynch was
how best to deal with the matter in the Dail: all shared
the concern to save the Fianna Fail administration. Lynch
insisted. Haughey and Blaney were dismissed and Boland,
outraged at this capitulation to Fine Gael, resigned in pro-
test. About 3.00a.m. on the morning of May 6 the startling
news was released. The big question was whether the Govem-
ment would survive the inevitable Dail debate that would
follow. Lynch and the sacked Minister agreed to make sure
it would.

When the Dail met on Friday, May 8th, the Government
side of the house was bound together by a common fear - that
the Opposition would invoke the ghost of Garda Fallon -while
the Opposition was hindered by a lack of any distinct inform~
ation. The previous day had been well used by Fianna Fail
and a united front was presented in the House. The debate
was to continue for two days. Boland earthed his anger in
the anonymous Civil Servant whom he claimed collaborated with
British intelligence to contrive the crisis. No names were
mentioned but Peter Berry or Superintendent Fleming or Flem-
ing's secretary Patrick Crinion might have been the person
alluded to.

Ritchie Ryan alluded to the fact that "The Garda are cer-
tainly all complaining that they have not been given the fac-
1lities and the scope necessary to bring the murderers of
Garda Fallon to justice."  GCenerally, however, the Opposition
speeches were scattered and mis-informed. Most of the refer-
ences mentioned Cosgrave's "tip of the iceberg' remark of a
few days previously. But Liam Cosgrave had nothing to add.

lle sat in an excited Dail like 2 man who had struck an oil
pusher but who lacked the means to cap it,

Blaney's speech proved the main excitement of the day.
like Boland, he linked the arms running and Saor Eire alleg-
atiogs in his prepared speech, "T want at this time
ntraightaway to deal with the allegations of gun-running th-
at have been made so freely in so many places during these
last few days and to say here before the House that I have
run no guns, I have procured no guns, I have paid for no
juns, I have provided no money to buy guns and anybody who
nays otherwise, 1s not telling the truth.

"I also want to deal with the much more sinister, far
more subtle and blackguardly rumours that are being spread,
and, indeed, peddled around in various ways.... that I have
or had anything to do with subversive organisations in 8o
far as this country is concerned. To those who are saying
and to those who say that I have any link with this lousy
outfit, Saor Eire, .. I want to say that I have nothing but
the utmost contempt and any association with them would be
a8 repugnant to me ae it would be to any other Member in
thie House", Blaney went on to describe the scandal being
hawked about his Saor Eire connections. 'The blackening
operation wae that this then could be seen to be a tie be-
tween certain manipulations that are said to have occurred
because of Government Members intervention and influence to
try and cover up and to allow to escape from this country,

as it e said they have escaped, the murderers of Dick
Fallon."

?1aney believed in taking the bull by the horns. The
Opposition slept on. Blaney continued on giving the sub-
ntance of the agreement made the previous day. "I am speak-
tng for Deputy Charlie Haughey and myself when I say that
bherg 18 no question about our allegiance to the leadership
of Fianna Fail, to the members of the Govermment, and past
volleagues, and to the new members who are eoming into
iovernment, "
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On the evening of May 9th, a lighthearted Taoiseach rose

to answer the debate. He was most careful to speak highly
of the dismissed Ministers, mentioned a "bright future" for
Haughey, and reduced the whole action to the question of a
"breath of suspicion" attaching to Ministers' names. "I am
satisfied that Deputy Gibbons was not involved in the import-
ation of arms" .  Gibbons was saved: 8o was the Government.
Corish, the Labour Leader, ended the debate by galling the
credibility of Gibbons into question. "It was somebody else,
not I, who cast suspicion on Deputy Gibbons', Lynch responded.

The Dail divided on the question of the newly appointed
Ministers, Cronin, Collins and Molloy and the continuation of
the other Government Ministers including Gibbons. Neil Blaney
and Kevin Beland voted with the Government, 'Haughey was re-
cuperating at hks home and could not bhe present.

The Government and the Party had been saved but a vital
change had taken place. Blaney and Haughey now found them—
gselves outside the Cabinet. Lynch held the high ground and
determined to hold it. He had acted in desperastion but had
won through.

POSTSCRIPT

It was only in the weeks following the Cabinet crisis th-
at the expelled Ministers realised their real position. The
handing of papers to the State Attorney and the Four Courts
trial which ensued showed Lynch's intent hardening. They were
being frozen out and their names blackened. From running
scared from the ghost of Garda Fallon, Lynch began to use it
to blackmail the "dissidents" as they came to be known.

In the interval before the Four Courte trial on October
7th, and the final acquittal Boland approached both Haughey
and Blaney in an attempt to organise with them '"to rescue Fia-
nna Fail"., He records the result in his book. "I could get
no agreement - nor wae there any disagreement. I got the im-
pression of shadow boging about an issue, which was never
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mentioned”, Haughey's challenge after the Four Courts trial

wius expected but shortlived. He went on to vote confidence
In Mr. Gibbons.

In December 1970 a last tentative rally of the dissidents
Within Fianna Fail tried to push Lynch into a General Election
Il a manner which would still leave themselves official Fiamma
il candidates., A fortnight before Christmas Lynch scatter-
#d the challenge by boldly reminding the dissidents of their
nhady background. By now he himself and his Government had

put ?ufficient distance between themselves and the same shady
dealings.

A convicted member of Saor Eire, Padraic Dwyer, was unex-—
pectedly released from jail and a Special Branch guard put on
his flat. The trial Judge made a statement which helped give
the %mpression that Dwyer had talked. The new Minister for
Justice, Des 0'Malley boldly announced the threat of intern-
fient and based the threat on Government knowledge of "project-
#d bank raids and kidnapping attempts", -

The threat, ostensibly aimed at Sacr Eire or Republicans,
wias actually aimed at Blaney and successfully helped spread
the smear inside the Fianna Fail organisation. The challenge
of the "dissidents" faded. From being super-patriots, they
hecame semi-~criminal, The only salvation was inside Fianna
Fail. Haughey opted for salvation. Blaney continued to try
and make a deal but Lynch wanted no deal. The dead hand of
ﬂur?a_Fal}on would keep Blaney and anyone else who would care
to join him in their place. 0'Morain dropped from sight in

rayo. The power struggle was over -~ for the time being at
east.



