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Theatre in Trinity

Sir—In your issue of Feb-
guary 18th, your theatre critic,
Mary Manning, writes of her
Visit 10 Beckettcetera—the re-
cent Beckett festival held in
Trinity College. In order to
make her column more read-
@ble, she comments on the
“long low cowshed” in which
the event took place and later
skillfully links this reference
With a witticism about the Pro-
ject’s similarity to a dungeon,
Fafir enough, 1 suppose. Qther
crities write like that too. But
then:

“1 should think it's now
time for the students of
T.CD. to Kidnap the Provost,
break all the windows, and
boycott lectures for a year
until they're given an ade-
Quate theatre for the per-
forming arts.”

1 would like to take this
opportunity of informing Mary
Manning that we have had a
Theatre in Trinity since 1952,
and that the Provost's efforts
were largely instrumental in its
institution, Mary Manning, like
her fellow critics, receives com-
~plimentary tickets to first nights
of Dublin University Players’
productions, but unlike most
of her colleagues, has declined
even to acknowledge them, let
alone come and see a show.

Given the state of Dublin
Theatre at the present time
{typified by Time Remembered

vhich she reviewed ig the same
\/‘dscvolun’m last weck), 1 feel it in-

advisable for any serious
theatre critic to be absent from
the few atempts to bring serious
theatre to this city. — Yours,
etc.,

DONALD TAYLOR BLACK,
Dublin University Players,
4 Trinity College,

Dublin, 2.

in accordance with the facts.
It is, of course, only too easy
to criticise with hindsight. In-
deed, any Board of Directors
mi be subject to such
criticism-  What is not right is
to attribute Board decisions to
Oone man alone. as your corre-
spondent has done.

1 would. therefore, wish you
to publish this letter in your
next issue so that the false im-
pression given by your special
correspondent can be corrected.
I trust also that you will give
it equal prominence to that
given to the original article.—
—Yours. etc.,

R. D. LORD,

Chairman, Seafield Gentex

Limited.

Words

Seafield Gentex

Sir,—1 was distressed to read
the article *Seafield Gentex
Now ™ in your issue dated 4th
February. It seems clear that
your special correspondent was
endeavouring to mount a per-
sonal attack on Mr. Declan
Dwyer, our Chairman over a
number of years.

The facts are that I have
been the Managing Director
of Seafield virtually since its
inception and I can confirm
that all take-overs and mer-
gers, including  Blackwater
Cottons Limited, General Tex-
tiles Limited and The Castle-
guard Textile Compan_y 'l__imi-
ted, were originally initiated
by me and were strongly re-
commended to the Bqardl'as

rt of a policy to rationalise
fand comorl'ﬁjme the Cou‘on
System Spinning an.d Weaving
Industry in Ireland in 9rder to
enable it to reach a size cap-
able of surviving in an open
market situation. We still be-
Jieve our decisions, in the con-
text and at the time they were

made, were correct. The clear
suggestion that Mr. Declan
Dwyer. who was a non-execu-
tive Chairman, landed thgsc
into my lap is a gross mis-
z’a(emcit. To single Mr.

out as being respon-
mdfor the problems that
bave sinee arisen is not only
vl but js also not

Sir,—Mr. Cole’s letter con-
tains no refutation of my
argument. and indeed, no argu-
ment of his own; nothing con-
structive, only cheap sncers
and abuse. This is typical of his
kind, and only to be expected
from one who uses the word
“Imperialist ™, * Imperialist
and “Progressive” always crop
up when the extreme left puts
pen to paper. (“Progressive”
being a term of commendation
is, of course, absent from this
diatrib: But what is an
“Imperialist” and what is a
“Progressive™ If a Roman
legionary on the Rhine in 400
A.D., or a British fighter-pilot
in 1940 is an “Imperialist”,
then | am in good company,
but if a warrior of Ghengis
Khan. or a Russian soldier in
Budapesy  or Prague, or a
Chinese soldier in Tibet is an
“Imperialist”, then I am in
shameful company indeed. On
the other hand, if a “Progres-
sive” is a European statesman
or civil servant working to-
wards European unity so that
Europe may cease to be a
pawn in other people’s power
games, and so that her ancient
and terrible divisions may be
healed. then I am all for that
“Progressive™. But I am not
in favour of those “Progres-
sives” who work in the inter-
ests of the greatest Imperialist
(in Mr. Cole’s sense of the
word), colonialist, expansion-
ist empire that the world has
ever seen, by means of which
perhaps 40 million Russians
control something like eight
times their number of subser-
vient colonial peoples by the
use of naked power.—Yours,
ete.,

ALFRED ALLEN,
Glashenmore,
Co. Cork.

Mudballs

Sir—May I inform column-
ist Anne Harris (Hibernia, Feb-
ruary 18th) that there is no
Judge Jumes Cameron in New
York whose antecedents were
Blueshirts in Kilkenny. There
is a Judge Comerford in New
York who was born in Co.
Kilkenny.

But if Comerford is Cameron,
maybe St. Patrick’s Day is
July 4th and maybe Berna«
dette Devlin is Mia Farrow.

Why bother about accuracy?
Some of the mudballs are
bound to hit target. — Yours,

etc.,
F. McEVOY.

Kilkenny.

Blood Bank: ip
Cork

Sir,—My attention has been
called (0 an article about the
Blood Bank in Cork which
appeared  in  the issue of
Hibernia, dated January 21st,
1972. It was written by Ann
Harris.

The article states that the
Blood Bank in Cork is a pri-
vate enterprise owned by Dr.
J. A. Ryan and run for his
profit. It also states that blood
is sold for £7.35 per pint and
it questions the morality of the
enterprise.

The Committee of the Cork
Blood Transfusion Service has
directed me to present the fol-
lowing facts in order to con-
tradict the very wrong impres-
sion conveyed to your readers.

The Cork Blood Transfusion
Service is non-profit making. It
‘s registered as a company
1ii d by g and not
having a sh.
been in ope

The ¢ Charge per unit
(pint) was £2.50 up to last
November. The charge is now
£4.00. The charge in 1948
was £2.00.

Dr. J. A. Ryan is employed
as Transfusion Officer.
Kindly publish the above facts
as soon as possible. — Yours,
etc.,

J. A. RYAN,
Transfusion Officer.

Church of Ireland
Clergy

Sir, — Perhaps Mr, Gray-
Stack should read The Cap-
tains and the Kings before
@ mping 1o conclusions about
my “attitude™ towards Church
of Ireland clergy. 1 hope he
will find that I have not created
a “figure of fun,” merely a
weak and somewhat confused
old man with good intentions
possibly, but little energy either
mental or phys to put them
into practise, T is my “atti-
tude” to one man, whichever
way he wears his collar is im-
material, not to the general run
of clergy, many of whom 1 will
always be prepared 1o shout
are greatly to be admired, fight-
ing their apparently losing
battle with devotion and drive.
I wrote a book about people,
not about political or religious
“attitudes.”—Yours, elc.,

JENIFER JOHNSTON,

37 Addison ’Avenue,
London, W.11.

LR.A. Killings

Sir, — I trust you will have
the decency or guts to also
quote LR.A. outrages with as
much enthusiasm and zeal as
your editorials of February 4th
and 18th.

Obviously the many, many
senseless killings by the LR.A.
are accepted by you and your
contributor, Anne Harris, as
unpremeditated and uncalcu-
lated. If a civilian gets killed
by the LR.A. “it's just too bad
they were there at the time.”

The republic will be the
losers in the long run if your
afltitude is as you write, How
old are you incidentally? I bet
I am older, and even at my
age I can just about remember
“the Troubles,” and 1 am sure
that you know nothing. How-

\Facile Production

Sir, — With commendable
folly last Sunday night, I passed
up “Blue Water, White Death”
at our local flea-pit, that I
might Hugh Leonard’s
adaptation of “Stephen D™ on
whichever channel it was.

see

Glossing over the indifferent
acting of the children, the
dismal acting of most of the
student, McCann’s woeful mis-
direction, the gross obscenity
of the classroom scene, the
maudlin interlude with the tart,
or, more accurately
ducer’s idea of a tart,

or censoring, the score of more
minor faults, aberrations and
misinterpretations of the thing,
I would gravitate in all charity
to the thesis that the producers
of this supremely forgettable

“blown and nfantile

Hugh Leonard

of a
British,

conyentional prejudices
turgid, »sunday-night
mass-audience.

This goes a long way to ex-

plaining the once-more-with-
out-feehing flogging to death of
the sexual hangup/beastly re-
pressive  Catholic  bac

formula, the gross presentation

fanaticism ~ of  Dante,
excision out of -the parent
Joycean context of but a few
tried and true aspects, and their
drowning in a cloying and un-
pleasant sentimentality. 4
Which is O.K. as far as it
goes, but Joyce was a liter-
ary Colussus, a consummale
artist; a strange, brilliant God-

driven  genius. What  was
screened last Sunday was the
mediocre drivelling of a fifth-

rate hack whose imagination
one could fancy occasionally
expanding to the size of a hay-
seed, expressing the puerile chip
on his shoulder through the
vehicle of this tedious, overly
mannered and utterly facile |
production.

All of which is a
saying that whatever
mediocrity of the
whatever the reasons behind it,

way of
the
audience,

it is extemely difficult 1c
vindicate the appalkn be-
haviour of the or tors of

this pastiche.—Yours, etc.,

JOHN D. CULLY,

epic were moved to pander of the Dean of Studies as a Seidise i
throughout to the sandpaper Long Kesh concentration-camp i o
palates and safe, well-adjusted guard in a soutane, the over- London N. 2
— A LIRS,
ever, with supporting the mission  of  Inquiry l.nn,

LR.A. (which is not the same
as led by Michacel Collins) you
will have ¢ of your trade
cut, the Irish sent home from
Britain—and they will be de-
lighted I am sure to come bac
and you can all sit and r
up the past ad nauseum
the Irish cannot look f
and not backwards is alw
puzzle. You blame the Tories
for anything that happens, but
forget that Harold Wilson sent
the troops to Northern Ir
in the first place. S
drop in tourism your pockets
will be affected — maybe the
LR.A. will keep you, or per-
haps Russia may have that
honour? Or another “forei i
like Tariq Ali?
I am celling  Hibernia
forthwith.—Yours etc.,
ELLEN M. MAGUIRE

Marsaxlokk,
Malta.

Hairsplitting

Sir,— Your columnist, Anne
Harris, seems to make a habit
of producing ambiguous and
seemingly incorrect statements
in her “column.  The [atest
classic (Feb. 4th) concerns the
nature of imperialism in Russia
and Britain. 1 quote :

“1 wish all those who urge
entering NATO and talk of the
dangers of Russia would get
their  aritmetic right.  Th
young men of Czechoslovakia
were lucky; their imperialists

were  Russian, and not the
British Army.”

This  statement  can  be
criticised on several grounds,

One is that it is pure hairspl
ting to distinguish between
fervent brands of impe m.
Another is that I wish Anne
Harris would get her aritmetic
right. How many Czechs died
in August, 1968, will never be
known, but a figure of 80 has
been suggested.

And, of course, in 1956, the
Hungarians suffered even more,
Were they * lucky,” too ?

Imperialism is one and jn-
divisible.  Russian bullets are
as lethal as British ones. Per-
haps Anne Harris would bear

Solidarity

of Feb-
U state
=i

Sir,—In your
ruary 18th (pa
that the “Ul
finding stor
ised aliens
Palestine
Lest any of
the wrong ir
to point out that ne
the A

this

society nor Irish
Friendship Socicty of Queen's
University, Belfast, has can-

vassed for na
port from s

mes sup-
or from

any other or racist
groupi

We to
the similari of
Al-Fatah, stine

and the enli
Ireland:

people of
on ot a
united,  sec iblic  in
which all its inhabitants may
live without discrimination as

ace, religion or sex.

Yours,

ATIF MATOUK,
Irish Arab Society,
Information Centre,
38 Grafton Street,
Dublin 2.

The Central Bank

Si,—In his tnibute 1o Dr.
Whitaker and the Centra] Bank
(Hibernia, February 4th),
Spe: Correspondent seems to
be taking a somewhat cavalier
attitude towards the gradual
transfer of the function of
banker 1o the Government
from the Bank of Ireland to
the Central Bank, He writes
that “the justification for the
transfer was simply that it was
able from a national View-
point to  concentrate these
activities  within  the Cep
Bank itself— and that's th.
and goes on to comment that
neither the Bank of Ireland nor
anyone else chose “to fight the

your

‘Bul why should anyone have
wished to do s0? It iy true that
the 1938 Reports of the Com-

Banking, Currency
(which laid the gr W
for the Central Bank) felt that
“the present
has worked satisf;
proposed
present
365).

“no
arrangements

But it is also true that in this
respect Irish practice
tinued to differ—pe
too long—from that in v ¥
every other financially
developed country. In his now
lassic Central Banking, Y

“Central

ago: banks ever
where fulfil the functions of
banker, ent and adviser of

the Government. In
older

institutions

these functions

they developed into reai central
banks; and it was as banks with
the sole or principal rig

note issue that they
bankers of their
Governments. This
of the function of note
with that of banker 1o
Government was  thus

matically accepted ir t
of the new central banks
Yours, etc.,

1ssociation
ssue
the
uto-
s

JOHN HEIN,
845 Third Avenue,
New York.

Savage Attacks

S m an d reader of
your paper, In fact | hope I'm
not l?cmg blasphemous when I
Sy, 4t is almost my bible
1I}:)ugh YOu are a little bit 100
leftish?! This iy precisely why
I most strongly object to Mr.
Hugh Leonard’s coarse, even
savage, attacks on “Partners In
Practice,” my  favourite pro=
gramme  which | find heart-
rending. 1 think Mr, Leonard
must be very sick himself and
should  jnst. ntly  consult  his
family physician - for bilel—
Yours ete.,
PATRICIA
HOME—PI:TTIGRLW
Kild. (Lgdy)
Hdare Street O
Dublin 2.+
P.S.—o0di profantum,

that in mind, g, of

course, that she has no pro-

Russian political axe to grind.

—Yours, etc.,

I. A. CARMICHAEL,

14 Hillfield Road,
London N.W. 6,
i
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BECOMING EMBROILED

THE OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE ACT was employed in
the Republic of Ireland last week without a single explanation from
the Government. without a word of protest from any member of
Dail Eireann and without one editorial reservation from any of the
media. Twenty-three men were deprived of their liberty—many of
them on such flimsy suspicion that no charge could be levelled
against them. Many others were sought and were being harassed by
the threat of Section 30 of the Act, under which a member of the
Garda Siochana may arrest without warrant and detain for up to 72
hours any person who is even suspected of committing an offence
under the Act. This significant new step by the South into the
morass which is oozing out from the North has been taken appar-

ently with scant consideration of the potential consequences. And

the consequences could be enormous.

The objects of the Offences Against the State Act, 1939, which,
in essence, is almost identical to the odious Special Powers Act in
the North, were described in the preamble to the Bill as follows:
“Aa Act to make provision in relation to actions and conduct cal-
culated to undermine public order and the authority of the State
and for that purpose to provide for the punishment of persons guilty
of offences against the State,” etc. The Act also provided for the
establishment of “special” criminal courts and for detention (intern-
ment). But the dawn arrests of Wednesday, February 23rd, were
obviously in reaction to the Aldershot explosion and killings—an
action undertaken outside the State and by persons whose identity
is still unknown. In these circumstances, the Aldershot killings,
wanton and terrible as they were, were not in themselves sufficient
reason for the selective and unexplained resort to the Offences

Against the State Act.

It may well be that the Government is convinced that public
order and the authority of the State is being undcrn’ninc‘d If lhiﬁ is
so, the public should be fully informed and the whole issue, wlm:h
is a complex and wide-ranging one, should be debated in the Dail.
Only little over a year ago, a claim of this nature was made by the
Taoiseach and he went so far as to warn at that time that places of
detention were being prepared. But that alarm was never substan-
tiated and the “ secret armed conspiracy ” which he spoke of then

never materialised.

In the absence of proper information, the impression created
was that Mr. Lynch was simply reacting to pressure from London
—and herein lies the real danger. Repression in the South, like
repression in the North, will solve nothing and mend nothing. On
the other hand, its employment here will almost certainly drag us
into that vicious circle of violence and counter-violence which has
characterised the deterioration in the North. Mr. L)fncl} should not
only resist demands from London for repressive action in the South
—he must stubbornly and consistently repeat his demands for
political initiatives from the Heath administration. The onus is on
Mr. Heath to get to the roots of the problem—not for Mr. 'Lynch.lo
collaborate in containing the pressure. As long as M.r. Heath re!:es
on violent repression such as Derry he must expect V‘lollen! rel!CllO.ﬂ
such as Aldershot, And as Jong as he postpones political action .|t
js not in our interest to become embroiled in the backwash of his

misguided strategy.

Officials 1

The New Militancy

ALDERSHOT AND ARMAGH are al-
ready being etched in the folk memory of
the strug in Northern Ireland; Aldershot
for a bombing which seemed to the British
especially callous, perhaps because it took
the fight to a British location for the first
time, Armagh because for the first time an
elected representative was the object of a
deliberate assassination attempt. In history
there are events and symbols. The events,
a battle here, an clection there, give dates
and times to those who employ the scissors-
and-paste technique. The symbols, mani-
festations of new thinking, can be described
as watersheds. Like October 5th, Burntollet,
the attack on the Catholic ghettoes of
Belfast, they change the course of cvents,

Whether  Aldershot and  Armagh are
events or symbols depends, therefore, on
the extent 1o which they represented real
changes in outlook and action by the
al LR.A. For the Officials have
appeared to most observers the political
rather than the military agents of repub-

lican cl As onc British journalist put
it last w they played * the goodies ™ to
the  Provisionals’ ddies. What do
Aldershot and Armagh mean in Gardiner
place ?

Aldershot, the Trish Republican Publicity
Bureau said on the day after it had hap-
pened, was not the first shot in a
n in Britain, did not represent a
i policy.

The week before, when an Italian maga-
zine reported an alleged conversation with
Mr. Cathal Goulding, the leader of the
Official republican movement was at pains
to deny personally the assertions attributed
to him. "And these included the threat that
for every civilian Killed in Derry ten British
soldiers would dic and the more ominous
threat that the war would be carried to
Britain. Mr. Goulding said he made no
such statements.

What, then, of Aldershot ? Firstly, the
Official republican does not
regard an attempt on the lives of p:
, wherever they might be, arry-
¢ other over-
seas location. Secondly, the attem
failed because it Killed instead
workers and no paratroop  officers, was
consistent with the  Officials’ policy of
defence and retaliation.  The LR.A. had
changed from a purely defensive policy
following the mid-1970 attack on the Falls
road by the British Army and laid new
emphasis on retaliation after the introduc-
tion of internment.

It might also be noted that many jour-
nalists were accustomed o regarding the
Officials as “the goodies” simply because
they did not register responsibility for all
of their actions—an effort not to be in-
volved in a head-count competition with
the Provisionals, who issue regular bul-
letins about their actions. It is equally
important to remember that Officials and
Provisionals combined at rank-and-file
level, particularly in operations undertaken
outside Belfast. Given this background,
the Offi newly acknowledged militancy
was not as dramatic as some British repor(s
made it seem.

The attempt on Mr. John Taylor in
Armagh was deliberate, carefully planned
and executed with curious ease, considering
the guard which, according to reports, had
been given to all leading politicians in
Northern Ireland. It was in contrast to
the shooting of Senator John Barnhill last
year. Mr. Barnhill's death was regretted
by the Officials and later was discovered
to have been a panic reaction to an attack
he made on his attackers. (The LR.A.
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Q. Who exactly will receive the royalties
from John Lennon’s record on Nth. Ireland.

A. Well, its a question of semantics. A
telegram from John Lennon was delivered
to the N.LLC.R.A. annual conference promis-
ing the royalities to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. When it was read out, the wording
was changed to Civil Rights Association.
Naturally the Northern Resistance Move-
ment—which embraces the C.R.A. branches
under the McManus/Corrigan/Farrell ine
influence, will not be disinterested.

unit which went to his house to blow it up
discovered, too late, that he was armed
and one member of the unit was injured
when the Senator fired at them),

Political assassination was a development
in the Northern conflict which was forecast
last autumn by a British group which
studies the strategy of guerrilla campaigns.
(The group, incidentally, considered the
LR.A. campaign in Northern Ireland to be
somewhat inefficient). The shooting of
Mr. Taylor was, in fact, another attempt at
what the Aldershot bombers had failed to
achieve : effective retaliation against those
whom the Official I.R.A. held responsible
for actions undertaken against the working
class of Northern Ireland.

Both Aldershot and Armagh have to be
explained, further, in the context of the
political outlook of the Officials, They
were aware that the time for production
of the British initiative was close.
Heath, after all, had secured an impe
victory in  his  advan towards  Britis
membership of the E - Wwith the sup-
port of Ulster Unionists who had vehem-
ently opposed membership when there was
less chance that the Tories might be beaten
and, worst fate of all for the Unionists, be
replaced by Labour. Both efforts were
designed to stimulate opposition to what
the Officials saw as an “offer” by London
that would be, in fact, an insistence on
peace at any price, which Mr. Lynch, the
Fianna Fail ard-fheis behind him, was
likely to consider seriously if not accept.

Finally, Aldershot and Armagh have to
be investigated for evidence, suggested
before either happened, that the leadership
of the Officials was changing. One piece
of conjecture was that Dublin had been
replaced by the Northern Command or a
more militant group within the Republic.
This, too, has been denied by the Officials
themselves and, indeed, is scarcely likely.
Mr. Malachy McGurran and Mr. Liam
McMillan, the Northerners tipped to suc-
ceed the present Chief-of-Staff, are even
more ardent supporters of the line that
political education and resistance are in-
separable, that support of the mass civil
rights movement should be a top priority,

What did happen, therefore, was that
two attempts were made to carry the policy
of defence and retaliation into areas new
to the present conflict. This time, and here
the shift could be significant, the emphasis
was on retaliation. And this almost cer-
tainly signifies the concern of (he Official
leadership, not to compete in a head-count
with the Provisionals, but (o make it
impossible for any appearance of recone
ciliation to be imposed before (he struggle
for a socialist republic is fully recognised.
The man who can convert these cvents into
symbols is Mr. Lynch, but that s another
story.

Q. What other account of Derry’s B

0 ) ody
Supday will .be published on the da;] th)e
Widgery findings are made public?

A, The Sunday Times “Insight’ report. Six-
teen Sunday Times reporters had collected
an account of the fateful shootings before
the Widgery Enquiry put the maiter sub
judice. This has now been extended in a
f;:vle ini of Corneli Ryan’s
ongest Day’ and will probably
the end of March. DI e
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Officials 2

Champing At
The Bit

ONE OF THE PRIVILEGES enjoyed by
_Smn Fein in the South is that it can indulge
in the more fabulous imagery which the
grim trench warfare of the North does not
cater for, so when Tomas Mac Giolla said
that the Southern Special Branch were after
him because of his opposition to the E.E.C.,
he merely reflected that luxury enjoyed by
Southgm Republicans of a spectacular in-
capacity to understand the most primative
of facts . .. . that it is the North which
consumes the efforts, the thoughts, the de-
liberations. and the deeds of all political
alliances in the South. Just as the Provisional
I.RA labour under whatever differences
manifest themselves between the Dublin
based Gaelic prophets and the stark
enll}u_smsts of the North, so also the
Officials must endure the curious blend of
Northern soldier and Southern ideologue
more concerned with manipulations in
Brussels than the patent realities of the
North unleashed on Aldershot.

The sudden revival of the Official LR.A.
in terms more sensational and worrying to
the British than anything the Provisionals
have managed so far, is the greatest
indication to date that the North is spawn-
ing consequences far beyond the control of
Parliamentary government and the rule of
consensus law. Before internment, the
Belfast O.C. of the Official LR.A. said that
were internment introduced. the Officials
would withdraw from military action rather
than give a post facta justification of intern-
ment. Of course, the Officials never did
withdraw from military actions: the tempta-
tion was too great, and as the 0O.C.
admitted three months after internment had
been introduced. the movement never
suspected that the British Army would
behave in the way that it did. But they did
oppose On paper anyway the high intensity
offensive of the Provisionals, because they
said, it was increasing sectarian tension.

What has happened in_the last month is
that armed Republicans in the North have
abandoned whatever restraint they felt
about the Unionist government and
Stormont; and while one Official Republi-
can Front, the Civil Rights Association.
clings more tenaciously than ever to Its
policy of democratising Stormont, the
Official Republican Army is embarked on a
course which more than any so far pursued
by the Provisionals is likely to bring about
a demise of that institution.

The Official demands in the past have
always been based on the premise that a
united Ireland would be unacceptable
without the consent of the Northern
maijority; and in deference 1o that group, the
Officials have always sought not to remove
an institution which they recognise to be
precious to the Protestants, but rather to
reform it so that Republicans could purvey
their political wares, without hindrance or

ial Powers. The immaculate virtue of
Socialist Republicanism would be so trans-
parently in the interests of the working class
that in an open and genuinely democratic
society, the Officials would be bound to win
through.

This policy was ennunciated by no on¢
more clearly than by Roy Johnston and
while he remained in a position of influence
the overall military strategy reflected. with
differing degrees of faithfulness, a desire to
do no more than reform Stormont and
remove British troops from the North. But
as the situation in the North deteriorated
and Northern Republicans became more
desperate; as outrage followed outrage and

litical obligations prevented the Officials

rom pursuing the aggressive policy many
thought justified, Officials on the ground
began to cooperate more and more with
Jocal active service units of the Provisionals.

The Officials found themselves trapped
between  their  own  carefully-wrought
Ws. which by the end of last year
many Volunteers on the ground were barely
prae of, and the popular demand for more

effeciive action against the British Army.
While Dublin was in a commanging position
politically, the military wing was not able to
do anything as effectively as it liked. It
certainly did not lack the ability to act. In
Fermanagh and South Armagh, it was
generally stronger than the Provisionals; it
managed to maintain its strength in Derry,
although the spectacular recruitment was
done by the Provisionals; in Belfast, the
Turf Lodge, Markets and the Lower Falls
remained Official strongholds, with units
elsewhere driven to fraternisation with what
last year would have been their deadly foes
. . . . the Provisionals. At the same time the
Officials maintained _their organisational
superiority, with a Northern Command,
something that Kevin Street, perhaps for
reasons of internal politics, has never
emulated. Inactivity drove many Republi-
can towards Kevin Street, and while the
strict cerebral approach was dominant, this
was tolerated.

But the worsening of the conditions of
Northern Minority caused even the most
restrained of Northern Republicans to
champ at the bit, and the military outlook
changed, although Sinn Fein maintained the
fiction of wanting merely to restructure
Stormont. This is still the C.R.A. aim. The
procession of events from the Barnhill kill-
ing last December to the threats of bloody
reprisal for the killing of the 13 men in
Derry, to the Aldershot blast, and still, un-
regenerate and unrepentant, the shooting of
John Taylor, makes that chang graphic.
The gentle and restraining hands in Dublin
had lost control, and the Officials no longer
felt that enthusiassm for the occasional
disciplined prod at the soft underbelly of
British policy.

The effect of all this in the North is that
many people are being attracted back to the
Officials. They, after all, are the only ones
who have attempted to seek repayment for
Derry in lump sum rather than the un-
satisfying instalment plan the snipers offer.
Whatever the sense of horror in the South,
Jet there be no doubt that, had the victims
of Aldershot been Paratroop officers, there
would have been dancing in the streets of
Catholic areas in Belfast and elsewhere. The
only complaint to be heard from Catholics
following the Taylor shooting concerned the
quality of the markmanship.

The fact that neither of the two major
actions by the Officials came off as they
were intended to is not important in the
strictly military sense. If the Officials are
embarked on a strategy of intensification, if
they show the ingenuity and ruthlessness of
the Taylor and Aldershot operations and if
the coming political initiative is not too
bewitching, what has gone before combined
with the Provisionals next offensive,
expected in the early Spring, will be con-
sidered kindegarten warfare.

And when the Southern Special Branch
react, as they will, Mr. MacGiolla will find
out whether they are really talking about
Northern Ireland or Brussels.

Loyalists

Craig v. Paisley

THE TURMOIL IN ULSTER has shaken
and split almost every political party and
group, as more and more breakaway fac-
tions come up with the one true solution
to it all. The revolutionary Left has its
troubles, no less than the revolutionary
Right. But the most significant parting of
the ways may yet be on the Unionist Right
wing, which down the years has vetoed
every attempt by Westminster to disengage
from the Ulster morass. So long it
remains firm, the Protestant backlash could
be devastatingly effective. But if it splinters
irrevocably over policies and personalities.
the organisation might never reach the pitch
needed to fight on two fronts, against the
British Army and the LR.A.

The leading lights are obviously William
Craig, the Carsonian ex-Minister of Home
Affairs under Terence O'Neill, and Ian
Paisley. Both registered strong objections
to the 1969 reform package, particularly
the disarming of the police and the dis-
bandment of the “B” Specials, and for a
long time joined forces on Orange plat-
forms, capitalising on genuine Pre
fears about the Army’s ability to cope with
the LR.A. single-handed. Craig lost ithe

Q. Ts there one good reason why the RTE
management is not shirking a confrontation
tion over the “Feedback™ articles?

A. Yes, because for financiai reasons 2
strike at the station would be not unwel-
come at this time. Like the banks, RTE
makes more money when on strike than
when operating at full steam.

Whip over his opposition to Chichester-
Clark’s security policy in 1970, and it
might have been assumed that sooner or
later he and Paisley would agree on som¢
more formal association. Even up ,“"f‘l
Paisley formed his Democratic Unionist
Party last autumn, some kind of merger
Jooked possible, but then personality diffe-
rences began to get in the way. Paisley has
always bossed any concern he has been
engaged in, 1o the extent that only poor
carbon copies of himself are allowed to
come to the top, and, of course, Craig is
nobody’s number 2. He has a Messianic
vision of himself as the saviour of Ulster,
Mark 11, and his experience of the Unionist
Party has taught him th_nl‘il is ecasier to
acquire power from the inside, than to try
to undermine the structure from without.

Paisley puts all his effort into opposing
the Faulkner Government and forcing the
election which he thinks would strengthen
his hand, while Craig’s aim is to capture
the grass roots, so that the Government
will have to give him a place, or so that
he can lead the six countics to a new inde-
pendent status within the Commonwealth,
Both are hopelessly wrong, of course, in
thinking that either an election or U.D.L
are achieveable aims, but this doesn’t pre-
vent them wasting their energies on them,
and fragmenting the potential of a militant
and united Right wing.

At the moment Craig is making all the
running, with his Fascist-style Ulster Van-
guard rallics. All the trappings of Balmoral
1912 and Nuremburg 1936 are present, as
the Fiihrer sweeps up in his chauffeur-
driven car, with a motor cycle escort, and
reviews the serried ranks, flanked by flag-
bearers. So far, the “troops” have looked
a bit shame-faced about it all, but no one
misses the essential message that behind
the ceremony is the promise of military
might. Craig has caught the spirit of the
times, even if the turn-outs have not been
too impressive in terms of numbers.
Unionists are turning from the men of
words, like Faulkner and Paisley, to the
men of action, like Craig, who give the
impression, at least, of being able to
deliver the guns they feel will soon be
needed.

Craig himself is an unlikely leader of
men, affable, and articulate in private, but
an unmitigated bore on a public platiorm,
without a semblance of humour and a grey
monotone voice. But those around him
are pretty grim, inadequate people, too,
frustrated and angry about the state of their
beloved Protestant Ulster, and eager to
latch on to anyone with the least clol]ucm:c
and charisma 10 plug their simple me
of “not an inch.” Vanguard takes in a
mullll.ud.c of loyalists, from the Loyalist
Association of Workers 10 the Orange
Order, t0 the Ulster Special Constabulary
Association  (ex-B  Specials) 10 certain
Young Unionists on down to the John
McKeagues of this world, and their v
lante corps, LAW is probably the main
power base, a loosely-knit association of
Protestant workers, centred mostly in the
Belfast shipyards and heavy industry, but
with a branch in Derry, too, which claims
upwards of 50_.000 members contributing
10p out of their pay packets every week.
Certainly this happens in the shipyards
which employ 9,000 men, all but a few)
hundr_cds' Protestant, but how strong the
organisation is elsewhere is impossible to
gauge and is probably a good deal less
formidable than claimed. Billy Hull, its
trade union leader and ex-Labourite, is the
atypical  Protestant  working ss bigot
who  reproduces faithfully “all the anti-
Catholic, anti-Republican  propaganda he
has ever heard. But he isn’t a person (o
be looked up to. and Loyalists like their
lcad_}:_;]s a little detached.

e military base of the isati
is undoubtedly the Ulster Snm‘m]“ﬁ“Ion
stabulary  Associati Rosiall, G
S ssociation, the old Jos®

)
z

are the men who know their weaponry and
have snllwhaway officialiys
’ ied guns for just such an emergency
;‘;pﬁ'}:ﬁ, e balance this threat, the
Catholic Ex crvicemen’s Associalion was
formed), It has no spokesman of note, but
the third constituent of Vanguard-—the
Orange Order -very dcflr)l!cly has, in the
Rev. Martin Smyth. Officially, the Order
would not attach itself to the Craig move-
ment, but unofficially, the ties are strong,
Smyth, a presbyterian hell-fire - preacher,
Sives Vanguard respectability and puts God
f,n its side. Ulster’s troubles, according to
him, stem from moral decadence as well
as political ineptitude, and when the fight
comes it will be a good fight. In addition
to his speaking skills, otherwise sadly
lacking on yanguard platforms, he has
some “dearee of formal military training,
as a anking member of his school
army cadet force. %
anwhile, Paisley is left to legitimate
. without the military threat, and is
fosing ground fast. His opposition 1o in-
ternment has completely confounded his
traditional supporiers and he is still trying
to live down that brief flirtation with the
Dublin media. So fundamental is the split
over internment, which is still greatly to
the liking of the Protestant in the streef,
that Paisley has to present his case as his
own personal policy, which others, like
Johnny McQuaid, need not subscribe fo.
On the major issue in Ulster politics today,
the Democratic Unionist Party takes no hard
and fast stand. There are other signs that
the Paisley star is far from ascendant—a
h ancied D.U.P. candidate in a
15t ward by-election came far down the
polls, with a derisory vote; the tin taber-
na of the Free Presbyterian Church are
not packing them in as before and there
are reports that five rural congregations
:d down. His unimpressive per-
in the B.B.C.'s * Question of
cramme was another let-down.
hand, his relative quiescence

ge with the British Govern-

¢ is reason for thinking that
ond Boal, who has almost
d from sight, are thinking how

are assumed 10

D.U.P.s will fare after the shake-up of
Stormont that is certainly coming.
N¢

the four Paisleyites are recog-
ial Opposition at Stormont,
n smartly before the Alliance trio,
Puisley himself is chairman of the
nts Committee there, they
estublished base to work from.
s is in the long term. The Protes-

s confused and anxious at the
and the Craig-Paisley split can
only 1 line their frustration. The feed-
back from the Shankill is that although
most would back Craig’s “do or die for
Ulster” line in theory, they don't like the
way he is going about it, with his comic
opera stage management. Boal struck a
deep chord when he challenged Craig to
say what he would do if it was the British
!}rmy which stood in his way. The
Protestants are torn in many directions, 10
the extent that the Vanguard threat might
not be as formidable as it looks on the
surface, But a move from Westminster,
taking over security, or taking over com-
could bind them together as
else could, Craigites, Paisleyites
. Faulknerites, ¥

momen

Labour Party

After Wexford

'!‘ll‘ll.li WEXFORD CONFERENCE was the
ce cbration of Sixty years in Labour, a mile
stone which finds” the country as much or
more in turmoil than it was when Connolly
;1;\11[ Larkin founded the Party. While the
yc‘:r)\l |:‘sI} g;lnncl:l and lost much in si\Y
ars its leadershi is in st
w{hat D12 L i B i
“here is now Tl i
: e breadth in the Starty
rloub'h.(lhc flag under which the two it
S:l?‘lpd“hlc personalities banded together
T'm | workers party as compared with ther
¢ revolutionary ~ socialists today

association of the “B” Specials, whi

on of 3 als, which has
been active in forming .22 rifle clubs hu“
and down the country since dishnn(lmen':

" of the part-time police force in 1969, Phese -

ubine with ion gianth
Neither exist in Labour, pnc’s “M

The times are  different, as Wi
Pl

{Contimed in page 5
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(Continued from page 4)

wed. The people are different also. The
F::iy is different. Brendan Corish is no
James Connolly and neither is Connolly's
son, Roddy, who chairs the Partly. But then
the needs of Ireland are different (00? A
country which finds Brendan Corish difficult
to swallow would, no doubt, of its own
accord do what the British did (0 James
Connolly

Connolly would have been mesmerised by
the sheer professionalism of the workers
party conference in Wexford. The banner
of the New Republic was raised yet again,
for the first time since its burial after the
1969 clection. Socialism was once again
loudly professed. Brendan Corish called for
4 new  non-sectarian  constitution which
would be applicable to a 32-County Ireland.
Impliedly he Kicked over a few sacred cows
and he did so, significantly, in his own
constituency in rural Ireland.

There  was a  euphoric atmosphere
throughout, especially after the debate on
Ireland. when conference —attended by a
record number of delegates—rose to its feet
to cheer the Sean Treacy-Conor Cruise
O’Brien hug-in.

O'Brien’s policy of the abolition of the
bomb and bullet to force unity among the
people and create a united Ircland was
loudly acclaimed. Treacy’s view that
O'Brien’s policy was a denigration &
betrayal of founder and “commander-in-
chief™ James Connolly was loudly boohed.

The rural deputy, with a style of the
Parliamentarians of yesteryear, had sense
enough to know he would be swamped in
defeat was persuaded to do a quid pro quo
with the backers of O'Brien. Gallanty he
acknowledged and accepted the Party view.
The vote was avoided. Unity, precious unity
had been preserved. This was good stuff for

the voters and Labour has been in need of
good stuff since the last election.

Mr. Treacy, however, lost little and
gained much. He had come to the rostrum
to ask Conference to take the spokesman-
ship for Northern Ireland Affairs from Dr.
Cruise O'Brien. He had said everything he
wanted to say-—and how. He retracted none
of it and at the end of the day—heart in
hand—he and O'Brien embraced before a
wildly enthusiastic conference. It was just
i ble. There was nothing of the limp
enthusiasm of a Jim Gibbons Charlie
Haughey handshake. This was for real

This much must be said. Labour looked
much more credible as a party concerned
about the North than Fianna Fail. The
Social Democratic and Labour Party, the
Northern Ireland Labour Party and the
Briti Labour Party representatives were

tl y give that great credibility. So was
th Irish Congress of Trade Unions

ented
andard of the debate was high and

{ ¢ point but the points chos
selective enough and the euphoric audien
was not of the same variety as that which
lustily hailed the emergence of the New
Republic in 1969. The professionalism of
the Labour machine in Party Headquarters
has become so well-oiled and skilful that
it has done with relatively little major
blood-letting what Fianna Fail cost the
country hundreds of thousands of pounds
and several obnoxious court cases and
public inquiries to do—rid the Party of its
dissidents. %

The proclamation of unity was probably
more genuine this year than in 1969 la:yuu»:
the span of views held under the Starry
Plough is not as great as it was then. Ttis a
much more conservative party and in its
expression of Socialism it is probably also
more genuine because what came across was
liberalism with a big L with a flavour of the
Furopean social democrats. The left was
seen to be decimated. Symptomatic of this
was the absence of Dr. Noel Browne from
the Conference and the minority left
meetings on the second night of the
Conlference. 3 o

The flora of Labour politics, where is it
gone? The young Left was missing and the
Party seemed the happier for it. The nearest
it came to the tough and sometimes barbed
expressions of the radicalism of the left was
Paddy Laghey of Tipperary belting the
crozier of Cashel and Emly for spending
£250,000 to put a roof on Holy Cross Abbey
while two miles outside the town of Cashel
itinerant families were living under canvas:
Michael Higgins on the sell-out of Ireland’s
mineral rights and Justin Kealing on the
Common Market, The nearest thing to the
Jimmy Tully favourites — the long-haired,
unwashed Dublin weirdies—was that long-
haired, grey-haired, radical Socialist of in-

determinate age, Paddy Laghey. For the
rest it was mixture of urbanity and rural
respectability.

While Labour with an end-of-a-mission
zeal renounced the bomb and bullet and all
their works and pomps, a number of
important  aspects  of policy are still
ambiguous. The Party showed no desire to
have it otherwise and it is a pity that the
Isracli delegate, Zvi Harmor wasn't allowed
1o speak on the nature and use of violence.

Brendan Corish condemned internment
without trial in the North. Rightly, as
conference thought. Brendan Scott, one of
the few optimistic men of the Left who
keeps coming up for punishment, and onc
or two others tried (o raise the question of
internment here.

Dr. Cruise O'Brien said it was right that
action should be taken to ensure that the
territory of this State should not be used as
a base for terrorist attacks in Northern
Ireland and Britain. Such action should be
taken fearlessly and even-handedly. He was
not satisfied that the Governmen( w.
doing this even-handedly. He was ¢
of the Government for arresting people
whose connections with violence were fairly
remote—people such as Tomas MacGiolla
on the open political official Sinn Fein
movement while leaving untouched
notorious military leaders of the Provisional
LR.A. He described this as playing politics
with the lives of our people.

He believed thart the left-wing people who

became involved with the official LR.A.
such as Roy Johnson, the best of them all,
who acknowledged his error-—were tragic-
ally mistaken. He would rather sec them
given time to think their position over than
see them jailed, while people on the right
wing of the LR.A. remained at large. The
former U.N. chief in Katanga referring to
talking with the LR.A. said he had and
would talk with the L.LR.\. but he rejected
the concept of people bombing their way
to the Conference table because that would
be. among other things, an encouragement
for the Vanguard movement and others to
explode bombs to establish their entitlement
10 be present.

Militarists, green jingoes, ultra
nationalists, and many others who used left-
wing terminology were condemned.

it was never cleared up — though the
question was asked—as o what the Party
thought of the arrest of people in the offici
Sinn Fein movement, a registered political
Party which planned 1o contest Dail
Eireann elections and which, more than
impliedly recognised the legitimacy of Dail

Eircann. The general use of the Offences
Against the State Act by the present
rnment or its use by any future

part was not made too clear
and order theme was surprisingly strong for
a Labour Conference but more especially
was the apparent acceptance of the nced for
the  “even-hand fearless action. It
seemed dangerously close 1o sayi that
internment in the North might have been
all right if it had been two-sided. The
fundamental questions were lost sight of but
perl i due 1o the need o react o
violence red off by Aldershot, and

tempted assassination of
) i wssassination, another
dimension 1o the yet unplumbed depths of
human degradation, perhaps was allowed
to cloud over the questions which arise.
Somehow the sort of free society that is
being talked about is beginning to sound
purifying and unifying from the three main
political parties.

The relevance of socialism to the solution
of the nation’s problems seemed as much
irrelevant in Wexford as it did on the big
B.B.C. tribunal. This begs the question: is
Socialism valid at all?

Perhaps a Bernadette Devlin, had she, as
a Socialist, been invited to attend the
Conference, would have pointed to the
structure of society and the distribution of
s wealth as a major cause of the strife and
its control and re-distribution as a major
contribution to the ending of strife.

This added dimension might have given
more meaning to the condemnation of
violence and might have avoided the cloud

(Continued in page 6)

Q. Who has said that the job most sought
after now by C. J. Haughey is the Attorney
Generalship?

A. The Attorney General, Colm Condon.
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MARY KENNY

In London

AFTER DERRY, the first reaction was
simply numbing misery and frustration; and
alienation. A few people expressed regret
for the Killings, but mostly, you were aware,
you were surrounded by hostility. A news-
paper poll conducted here indicated that
only one British person in 20 believed that
the paratroopers were in any particular to
blame. There was fury that the British
Embassy in Dublin went up in flames; the
old British sense of property was aroused.

After Aldershot, it was, in a way, even
worse. There were anonymous notes; a copy
of the black-framed Daily Mirror front page
left on my desk the morning after, with
suitable remarks: bitter accusations from
colleagues. And all the jokes, suddenly, were
over. No more funny asides about bombs
or guns. It was comic when it was happening
in Ircland, in a way, It wasn't, now, any
more.

Why should cleancrs, who, in other cir-
cumstances, you might have fought alongside
in a trade union dispute, be slain? But say
they are only as innocent as the Derry 13,
and all dialogue ceases. Say it is all the out-
come of political ineptitude —neanderthal
political policiesand you might as well be
talking Icelandic. But you hate yourself too
if you simply bend with the prevailing wind,
and don’t have constant principles.

I HAVE OFTEN wondered what it would
be like to be told that you had only ten
years left to live. I expect it would con-
centrate the mind wonderfully. Recently,
I was told by three doctors, ail very clued-
up in their specialities, that I have only ten
more years to walk. I found it a'vcr)'
sobering thought indeed,

It happened like this. On and off, I've
had a pain in my leg over the | year.
Sometimes it manifests itself vi bly. Then,
again, it disappears for weeks. Finally, I
had an X-ray of the limbs, only to be in-
formed that I have a congenital dislocation
of the hip-joint. The bone and gristle has
been slowly eroding all these years and 1
can choose to hobble on regardless, or have
a major surgery job done now, which would
save me until I am 50, at any rate. The only
problem with the surgery job is that it means
a month in hospital, 18 months on crutches,
and a permanently shortened leg. Not to
speak of a tin hip.

Well, naturally, I have chosen to hobble
on. 1 have taken to a stick and a great deal
of showing off about being a cripple. T even
hope to get an invalid’s car out of the
National Health, T ha so gone in for
osteopathy, copper bracelets, acapuncture,

physiotherapy and a perpetual novena to St.
Bernadette of Lourdes. Anything except the
knife, in which I don’t really believe.

But it does indeed, concentrate the mind
wonderfully. One thinks, nostalgically, of all
the things one will never do again; climbing
mountains, dancing a jig, running around
the block, marching on demos; and all _lhe
things one has never done; ski-ing, ice-
hncl:ey_ having a baby. And one llm\l_;s
that one had better do the things that still
are possible, while the rest of the faculties
are still present. ¥

What is really infuriating is that nobody
really takes a dislocated hip-joint (con-
gcniful) very seriously. People make jokes
for heavens sake, or say it'll come
oon as one stops doing those
slimming exercises. Actually, I've
a good mind to go and get a tin hip right
now just to show them.

AN INTERESTING Government back-
bencher is Mr. Derek Coombs, Conservative
M.P. for the Yardley constituency of
Birmingham. He is the only Tory M.P.
who has stood out from his party on the
subject of Ireland.

It was he who planned a six-man delega-
tion of Conservative M.P.s to visit Ireland.
last November on a familiarisation trip
which would have involved talking to all
factions, including the LR.A, When the

British press got wind of this, it was called
off, just don’t talk to the LR.A., sece. Why,
even B.B.C. reporters aren't allowed to do
that, without a very special dispensation
(rarely or never, now, granted), In lobby
divisions about Ireland, Mr. Coombs always
abstains, He maintains that the question is
above party politics. This is unique amongst
his party.

The reasons for Mr. Coomb’s very
original line on Ireland are, no doubt, many,
varied, and wise. But a contributing factor is
his wife, Patricia. She is very Irish and a
sister of the actor, Peter OToole. I under-
stand that her views on the situation are
very committed indeed. On one occasion,
she threatened to leave him unless he con-
tinued to maintain an independent line. He
has done so. I am told that it is a very
good marriage indeed.

WE ARE TOLD that when the Americans
experienced their famed blackout on the
North Eastern seaboard they could think of
little to do except have sexual intercourse.
which is very unimaginative. It hasn’t been
like that at all in England in the recent
power crisi Quite the contrary. People
played games, talked, sang, read aloud and
dug out fetching old antiquities like The
Radio. My flat, every third night, rang with
the sound of girlish laughter, as we con-
ducted energetic games of charades by
candlelight. ballet tableaux and musical and
poetry recitals. There was group psychiatric
therapy in the dark. as each person told
stories of their childhood. There was a
chapter of Jane Austen to be read at each
power cut: we got half way through Emma.
On one occasion I reduced the entire salon
to tears by reciting all the lyrical poetry of
Yeats. Its been marvellous.

This, 1 thought, must have been how
people lived in the dear, dim, dark days
before television and all that. And I re-
membered how, even when I was a little
girl, we would sit around the fire and talk.
And how invigorating it really is. The
miners’ strike in Britain has taught many
lessons, and has been most salutary; it he
evoked a new sense of working-cla
solidarity; it has shewn that the Tory
government can be brought to its knees in
its  ridiculous, doctrinaire policies  of
oppression; and it has made people remem-
ber the joys of playing the piano and of
making communal “amusements together.
These are things which are almost lost in
English life today.

ULICK O'CONNOR was in London re<
cently, talking to Lindsay Anderson about
a film project of his biography of Brendan
Behan. We had an agreeable lunch in Soho,
united, as we have never been before, about
the common cause of our poor country. We
spoke about many aspects of the crisis, quite
seriously; but I must report an carthy
wilticism that he made, too, in relation to
the subject of The New Ireland. . . 5
It was a pity, 1 remarked, a tragic pity,
that the Dail had once again turned down
the possibility of contraception law reform,
This is something T've always felt strongly
about in terms of Women’s Liberation; of a
woman’s right to make decisions about her
own life. But of late it has also taken an
the urgency of political implications. If we
are ever going to have a united Ireland, it
just has to be a pluralist Ireland. There are
no two ways about it. You keep your 26-
county, all-Catholic, monolithic state, or
you go for a 32-county republic which has
to embrace another Kind of Irish tradition.
Ulick, who, T think is now quite close to
the Tao ach, agreed wholeheartedly. “t is
a tragedy”, he said, “that the only time in
Trish history that an Opposition T.D. has
gosscd the floor to shake hands with a
overnment minister was over a 3
letter. A tragedy and a faree”. Foomh
What more apt Dublinesque way, can one
) A

put it?
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which now hangs over the Labour attitude
to the use of an extra judicial, or a new
Jegal process, to deal with people who
normally would not be taken out of the
offended political cye, if the constitutionally
acceplable laws of evidence were observed
and jury verdicts did not stick in political
Craws.

In our issue of 21st January, 1972, Anne
Harris made a ing §
Fintan Kennedy which she attempted to
clarify in the subsequent issue, Anne Harris
now wishes to withdraw the original state-
ment unreservedly and both she and the
Editor tender their apologies to Senator
K dy for any misund, fing that may
have arisen ove

its publication.

There seemed 10 be a very f 1-minded
view of violence. Paddy Laghey's itinerants,
the homeless, the jobless and the other
people against whom systematic violence is
directed unfeelingly, seemed  not to be
relevant.

Brendan Corish came out of the Con-

ference as he went in—leader of the Labour
Party. This reluctant man who leads Labour
showed no signs of giving up his throne and
in his major speech (which was good in
places and reasonably well received though
badly read) threatened to impose Parlia-
mentary party discipline and did it so
skilfully that at the end it could have been
legitimately asked: “Who goes home?™
Conference seemed pleased. Each took from
it what he said what each person thought
he meant. Jack Lynch could not have done
it ciihgr so well—or so reluctantly.
. Mr. Justin Keating surprised Conference
itself. He came in at the end of the Common
Market debate and delivered, impeccably, a
fifteen-minute  speech. Every fact was
marshalled, every word delivered like a rifle
shot, every inflection loaded. When he was
finished the delegates clapped him 1o the
echo and realising that they had been clap-
ping so jong — about a minute — rose in
accord to give him a long standing ovation.
It was the first genuine spontaneous stand-
ing ovation of the Conference—perhaps the
only one.

Unlike Depuiies O'Leary, Desmond,
Cluskey, or Deputy Thornley, whose
obsequious acceptance of the Party leader-
ship was revolting, Deputy Keating felt no
desire 1o speak on the Northern debate. He
stuck to his last and cobblered well. He
could have made shoes for Deputy Corish
10 step out into. Certainly if a reasonably
conservative Party Conference could take
Deputy Keating 10 its heart, and' will have
much further opportunity to do so during
the E.E.C. referendum campaign, -it would
have litle difficulty clasping him to its
bosom as leader. Even Justin seemed pleased
with his performance. He looked credible
as a leader and will more so if Fianna Fail
loses the referendum. He has ducked out
under the left intellectual image without
damaging regard for himself or his integrity.
Like in many other things, people see in him
what they want to see whether Justin gives
them cause to or not. It took him only
minutes to get the measure of Conference
and he swung it by the tail in incredibly
low key. But he only did it once. Once was
enough. It won't be forgotten,

R.T.E.

Publish And F->
: Counted

SHORTLY AFTER Lelia Doolan, Jack
Dowling and Bob Quinn left R.T.F
of biggest—and most heavily Publl}'lsc(l."<
internal rows in Irish broadcasting, in mid-
1969, a badly-produced stencilled document
entitled Correspondence One was circulated
anonymously among R.T.E. staff. It was
chiefly concerned with the circumstances
surrounding the withdrawal of a series
“Outlook” programmes recorded by Fr.
Jerome O'Herlihy, O.P. Its tone was
polemical, and viciously hostile to the
managerial structure of the organisation. It
promised further exposées of malpractice
and double-dealing inside R.T.E. ~— especi-
ally in the Newsroom and the Enginecring
Division. It was received with some
apprehension even by some of those
members of staff who had risked disciplin-
ary action by their support for the Doolan/
Dowling protests. It never appeared again.
Farly the following year, during a strike
in RTE., four editions of a semi-official
sitike  bulletin called Off the Air were
issued by the sirikers” committee. In general,
it 100 took a rather petty polemical

approach, and castigated strike-breakers in
intemperate terms—but towards the end, it
began to show a serious interest in matters
of principle which had been raised by the
strike, and there were strong efforts at the
time to have it continued as an unofficial
workers’ journal inside R.T.E. The official
house magazine, On the Air, was on its last
legs. having appeared only three times the
previous year. On the Air was a shallow
socialite type of thing. featuring Club ne
photos of sporting events and presentations,
and “amusing” articles with little relevance
to broadcasting.

Then, in August 1970, came T
“. .. a new newsletter for R.T.
Unionists and anybody in the bre
sphere who cares to read or use it.”

That first issue dealt with topics such as
the 12th round negotiations, new plans for
radio, colour in R.T.E. and Gacltacht radio:
and from the first its policy was serious
criticism. Even at that stage the magazine
was dubious about the wisdom of staging
the Eurovision Song Contest in Dublin -a
maltter in which several staff members were
later to become embroiled more publicly.
Nene of the articles in the first issue were
signed. a fact that caused concern to many
old liberals in the organisation who other-
wise approved of the idea. Later issues are
cqually anonymous, but with the addition
of a named Work Panel, or editorial board,
which takes collective responsibility for the
contents.

Management in R.T.E. were worried by
this new publication — which was serious
enough to be taken seriously by most staff,
and by the Press as well-—and a new edition
of On the Air appeared soon after. It was
10 be the last, but in November the first
“Personnel Information Bulletin™ appeared,
somewhat inauspiciously bearing the first
news of the major financial retrenchment
R.T.E. was being forced into. If that were
the only effect of Feedback’s appearance, it
alone could be said to have justified the
underground magazine: here for the first
time was management informing staff of at
least some policy decisions !

Feedback, however, was more permanent
than that. To date, ten editions have
appeared—one of them printed in R.T.E.s
own printing unit, by arrangement with
management (presumably on the old argu-
ment about not beating them and joining
them), but that was a short-lived marriage.
Issues  discussed, in  some detail, have
included  radio  programming  policy,
discrimination against women, Radio na
Gaeltachta, personnel  policie: i
crises and so on. In particu

ne has been unsparing in its criticism
orkers who, in its view, have “sold
out™. In this, it is by no means unique.
Alan Brien, writing in the Sunday Times
Jast weck about a similar “underground
agitprop mags” in the B.B.C, said:

. . .the cruellest, most destructive and

least forgiveable comments can usually

be traced back. not to me and my
colleagues (i.e. fellow-critics), but to their
fellow creator:

Feedback has also featured a great deal
of “straight” Trade Union news, and has
had a policy of airing the viewswhen it
could—of new heads of department in the
organisation, as well as those who, like the
head of Audience Research, quit R.T.E. in
disillusion. Equally, when they are avail-
able, it will publish documents, letters,
memos and extracts from things like the
massive “Personnel Policies and Procedures
Manual” circulated late last year to top
management. This is all consistent with its
stated policy of being “hardhitting, objective
and factual”, although some of those who
have been attacked in personal ferms might
not fully agree: Denis O'Grady, for
example, the “most envied boy-scout in the
broadcasting business”, and “Liam Nolan

Super Star”. However, objectivity is not
Feedback’s shortest suit either. In the same
edition that carried strong protests (and
documentation) “about the Furovision sus-
pensions. there was also an article which
paid tribute to the technical achievement

(Continued in page 7)

MICHAEL M¢ KEOWN
In Belfast

HENRY KELLY of The Irish Times is a
journalist 1 trust. Unlike his colleague,
Backbencher, who knows as little about the
North as I do about the bogs beyond
Belmullet, Kelly is well informed and his
judgements on the Northern situation are
usually reliable. For that reason [ was
surprised to find that he saw in the decision
of the three M.P.s to join the Alliance Party
an element of some significance which added
a new dimension to the polit scene in the
North. For the life of me | 't see it. To
me the Alliance Party is a joke and since
Phelim O'Neill, Bertic McConnell, and Tom
Gormley joined it, the joke is as sick as

the legislature of which they arc members.
The joke began appropriately enough in

April 1970, Alarmed unionists of various
parties cloistered together in the face of
the challenge from the extreme Right. The
Party was launched on the same d: lan
Paisley and William Beattie took their seats
in Stormont. It was launched with great
enthusiasm and its single contribution to
Northern political thinking reflected that
enthusiasm. According 1o the Alliance thesis
among the many failures of other partics in
Northern Ireland was their tendency to see
themselves initially as  an  alternative
opposition. The Alliance Party was avoiding
this pitfall by projecting itself from the start
as the alternative government. To do this the
members had to organise in the majority of
constituencies and this they set about with
great brio.

Mcetings were  widespread  and  well
A stream  of correspondents
identifying themselves as Alliance Party
members wrote regularly to the newspapers
extolling the virtues of the party and party
personalities began to emerge. Door to door
canvassing was conducted in some areas and
the good news coming back from the door-
steps was of cordial receptions. The gr
Ulster public it appeared, had just been
waiting for the Alliance Party to come along
No  wonder the members were
enthusiastic. It was clearly the greatest thing
since sliced bread. =

That initial splurge of enthusiasm
the party through to its first Conf.

¢ ence in
March 1971. 1 don’t know whether it was
an Annual General Meeting or a Deleg

gate
Conference. The papers estimated that there
were approximately one thousand  six
hundred  members/deleg: present,  In
January of this year Robert Cooper told
Lord Devlin on “the B.B.C. tribunal that
membership had grown significantly since
then and was now close to the ten thousand
mark. However, whatever their status they
enjoyed themselves, and their delight knew
no bounds when Mrs, Anne Dickson, the
Unionist M.P. for Carrick made an un-
heralded appearance. The TV film of this
cestatic moment did not actually show he
members/delegates doing handstands but I
felt the only thing which restrained them
was their advancing years and (he weight
of their fur coats. Some did indeed stan Ia\\n
their chairs the better to admire this ‘rc'nl
ll\‘c. M.P. who was gracing llwir('nnl'crcuc::
while others more vocal, if Jess athletic,
shouted “Stand up and Jet us see you'”, Who
could blame them if they confused Mrs
Dickson’s pleasant perfume with the sweet
smell of success.  In such a mood of euphoria
It mattered little that Mrs. Dickson hx;I
already lost the Carrick Unionist numinqli:m
for the next election and they could not be
expected 10 know that within twe
the. said Mrs. Dickson would rejoin the
Unionist Pu liamentary Party from which
she had resigned in protest against Harr
West's inclusion in the Faulkner ;ulmini':l l)’
tion. £ 58

Even more peculiar things happened at
that Conference however. The ('un(urcml‘c
rejected a proposal calling for the intro-
duction of Proportional Representation in
elections —in Northern Ireland.  Three
months later with a fine contempt  for
democratic principles the Policy Committee
enshrined the demand for P.R. in one of
their policy statements. Tt is now an
essential feature of their programme, and

Z

Ive months

indeed without it their chances of winning
any seals are remote, as Robert Cooper
recently acknowledged in a magazine
interview, Perhaps, however, the spirit of
the Party was most truly revealed in the
Conference attitude to a resolution urging
the withdrawal of gun licenses. This
resolution  w only ucc.:pl_cd when
amended to include the stepping up of
arms searches, This at the very time when
the policy of restricting searches 1o
Catholi¢ districts was doing so much to
alicnate the Catholic community. But as
Oliver Napier pointed out. the Alliance had
“supreme confidence in the ability of the
British Government to root out the present
wave of violence without sowing the sceds
of future hatred and distrust™.

That frankly, is about the standard level
of political judgement displayed by the
Alliance Party. It also reflects the anaemic
quality of their attitudes. A balance must
be preserved: if today the Unionist Party

is crit I for introducing internment, 1o-
morrow the C.R.A., must be condemned
for tryi to blackmail the Government
into withdrawing it. If a Catholic priest in

humane
d. with
thatize

Derry is praised for displayi
. the Cardinal must be u
d for canon law, to anam
of the LRA

What lly does the party stand for
It is not sectarian. But this is 1 y
other party cxcept the Unionist Party.
Even the Protestant Unionist: Parly has
disappeared. It supports the continued
- of a Northern Irelund Parliament
and its threc new
ulty during last wesk

It opposed 1©
nt, and finally as their
Glass has said, “any
link up with Dublin is out™. In
e Party agrees with William Craig
a Vanguard audience last week
re was nohting wrong with the
A m. What was wrong was the people
controlling the system. Both Vanguard
and the Alliance want to maintain the
system but change the people control
But the very nature of the system will not
permit this and because the system is the
way it is, they will not even become an
alternative opposition, never mind goverm=
ment. Although they are widely organised
they have no power base anywhere and it
is difficult 0 see where they could
estublish one. The sub cultures of the Trade
Unions, the Orange Order, the G.A.A. and

1 politically

SO on are already comn
and will stay committed so long as the
systems remains intact

The fact is that the difference
between members of the Alliance Party
and members of the Unionist Party is that
the basic decency of the Alliance Party
members has not been corrupted by the
exercise of power. They have not yet
grasped what has become evident to SO
many people: the geo-politics of the
Northern situation dictate that the forces
drawing together the two parts of Ireland
are at least as strong as the forces tying Ne
Ircland to Britain. The revolutionary parnty
in the North will be the party which will
convince enough  Unionists  that it IS
Necessary o find a new structure 1@
accommodate both forces. The Alliance
'I’.m_\' has not done so, nor is it likely o
The three MPs who have just joined the
]).ul} are in perfect unity with its spinit
Phelim O'Neill, “a decent oul’ stick™ is &
very pleasing person who tholed the Unionist
Party for vears because he lacked the energy
to break away. Bertic McConnell was a0
ONeillite Unionist who was on of the first
M.Ps o urge the re-introduction of intern=
ment. Tommy Gormley is a nonentity who
was a political appendage of his more able
brother Paddy. He will soon follow Paddy
into the political wilderness, Such men won't
break any delph but they will be quite happy
in the Alliance Party,

s i i e <
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Peter Owens Lid.

Hibernia, March 3, 1972

Photographed at The Lord Edward, Christchurch Place, Dublin. l

In the days of Robert Emmet
Power's whiskey was the spirit,

Back in the eighteenth century
when John Power first started
making whiskey, Dublin was a
city of numerous taverns, some of
which still exist today. One such
tavern was called the Phoenix.

It was a fashionable place,
frequented by Robert Emmet and
Lord Edward Fitzgerald and
many of the men of 98, When
they met there, they almost

certainly appreciated John
Power’s superb Irish whiskey.
It’s still being appreciated
there; for a new restaurant,
the Lord Edward, stands
on the exact site of the
Phoenix. This is the heart
of old Dublin shadowed -
by the great bulk s 5

of Christchurch Cathedral and by
the Church of St. Werburgh,
Power’s whiskey links the
centuries in this way; an old,
valued inheritance; with us to
this day; a timeless Irish taste.

POWER'S
GOLD LABEL

" The timeless taste.
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Q. Who was Harold Wilson's special repre-
sentative at the Labour Party Conference
and is mow his closest advisor on Irish
affairs?

A. Maurice Foley, former Minister for State
at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

Hibernia, March 3, 1972

Q And how did Maurice Foley relieve his
boredom n:m' the conference dragged on
b the Saturday aft 5

™

A. Ac.m$ the road in Michael O’Leary’s

pub singing Irish rebel sengs with fraternal

delegate Gerry Fitt ]clnd sometime Labour
didate, Prionsias Mac Aongh

(Continued from page 6y

involved in that production ! Nonetheless,
much of the criticism is by near-libellous
innuendo, some of it unintelligible to anyone
Who does not know the internal structure
and conflicts of R.T.E.

It is ostensibly on the grounds that this
sort of criticism is not “on” that members
of the work panel for the current issue of
Fecdback are being disciplined.  Eoghan
Harris, named as a member of the Work
Panel for the first time now, seems o0 be
taking the worst of the management on-
slaught: but then that is nothing new for
the man whom Dow]ing. Doolan and Quinn
described in Sit Down and be Counted as
a stormy petrel of R.T.E.!

One of the problems which may have
forced R.T.E. management to act at this
time was the fact that staffmen mentioned
in Feedback bhad threatened legal action
against the producers of the magazine, and
had sought R.T.E.’s official help. 1f the
work panel were to be sued there was a
strong possibility that R.T.E. might become
invelved on both sides of the litigation !
Some easier way out had to be found, and
disciplining  the men responsible  for

Feedback was one such course.

It would naturally be a considerable relief
to R.T.E. if the whole operation could be
stopped—too much of the half-informed and
speculative sniping at management was
accurate, and too much of the continuous
power-game played in top management was
being made, if not public, at least current at
all levels of staff. However, Feedback now
has a momentum which the suspension—or
even the dismissal—of the current work-
panel would merely increase. Feeling inside
R.T.E. at the moment certainly favours a
continuation of the sort of internal exami-
nation conducted by the magazine, however
much minor aspects of it may irritate some
people. If the current repression of those
involved in exchanges and letters etc.,
succeeds in removing them from active
involvement in Feedback, either a new team
will appear; or, if that avenue is closed by
prescriptive management action, then we
can expect 10 see a new, completely under-
ground, magazine on the lines of the one
which recently appeared in the B.B.C. to
criticise the Corporation’s censorship of
Northern Ireland news.

When Bob Ouinn walked out of his
assignment in May 1968, even his wildest
dreams could not have suspected that the
ripples would still be visible nearly four
years later.

Propaganda

The Cost Of
Markpress

COMMUNICATING INFORMATION
about itself, at home or abroad, has never
been a strong point of Irish Government. In
fact until some three years ago, when events
in the North forced the present Government
1o react to British propaganda on its
Northern policy, there had been a general
lack of policy on the matter. It was perhaps
an understandable situation: apart from the
war years when the country’s neutrality was
the subject of much unfavourable comment
in the international press, Ireland was never
really much of an international newsmaker;
something which the unsuccessful Irish News

sel up in 1948 by the then Minister
Jor  External Affairs, Sean MacBride,
quickly learnt. But now the Government
has wo good reasons for irying to gain

a foothold in foreign news media: firstly,
there is the necessity to counteract the effect
of British p da on world opinion;
and secondly, it has to neutralise the side-
effects of Northern troubles on the tourist
trade. At the end of last year it was decided
10 hire the services of the Geneva-based
public relations firm, Markpress, to ‘sup-
plement’ its existing information services
towards the attainment of the latter of these
two ends. Since Bloody Sunday, however, it
seems that Markpress has been given 2 much
wider brief by the Government and its
services are now to be cxtended to the
propaganda war. This new brief, if it can
be called such, warrants a cold hard look
at the whole information business if the
mistakes of post Bogside 69 arc not to
be repeated.

Although the decision to use such an
organisation as Markpress may seem like a
simple case of “calling in the professionals™
for a specialised and difficult task, it never-
theless raises the question—why cannot the
existing information services be used in cx-
actly the same role? Since it was set up in
1934 by Eamon de Valera, the main such ser-
vice has been the Government Information
Bureau which works within the Depart-
ment of the Taoisecach and whose role has
been defined as that of ““achieving adequate
communications with the general public
on behalf of the Government and the
public services™. Regrettably the G.LB. has
always been a most incffective communi-
cator, mainly because of the disinterest of
successive governments in the importance
of its task. It has been likened by one
Dublin News Editor to a “bicycle pump,
which lets everything in but nothing out™.
Apart from its present director, Eoin
Neeson and its first director, Liam Harty,
it has never been run by a journalist. The
previous director to Eoin Neeson was Paddy
O'Hanrahan, Eamon de Valera’s private
secretary, who was appointed to the post
when his employer came back into power
in 1957. When Eoin Neeson was appointed
o the Directorship by his fellow Corkman,
Jack Lynch, in 1968, the Bureau had a total
staff of only four and a meagre budget of
£8.400 pa.

The total inadequacy of the Bureau to
handle the flood of international demand
for news and information following the
Bogside explosion of August 1969, first led
1o the co-opting of information officers from
State companies for temporary service.
Because it was an ad hoc solution, because
no structural improvements to the G.I.B.s
service were undertaken, because of the
virtual non-co-operation of the Foreign
Affairs Department, and because of the
personal conflicts still contained at that time
within the cabinet, that experiment petered
out to an ignoble but costly (estimated
£200,000) conclusion. If however, the experi-
ence had led to a reassessment of the im-
portance of public and press information
services, and a restructuring of these ser-
vices, then it would have been well worth
while. Unfortunately, and even though the
G.1.B. budget is now increased to £25,000
p-a. no such reappraisal has taken place.

Apart from the Government Information
Bureau, the information section of the
Department of External Affairs has a budget
of £50,000, and is divided into two different
sections. One deals with publications (it has
a bulletin which is distributed world-wide
to 18,000 people) and the Irish media, while
the other is concerned with the foreign
news media, arranging interviews with
Government officials for foreign journalists
and producing films. In short, much
the same thing which Markpress is appar-
ently being paid to do.

The main criticism of the Markpress con-
cept is the liklihood that like the post Bog-
side *69 effort, it will add nothing 1o the
established structure of information services,
I it had been directly connected with the
Pop;}rlmcnt of External Affairs, then at least
it might have developed methods, conlacts,
and practices that would have a lasting,
value, But the impression now is, with its

Q. Who is most likely to be appointed
Labour spokesman on Health now that Noel
Browne has resigned from this re-
sponsibility?

A. Dr. John O'Connell (Dublin Sth.-West),
who is already the Labour spokesman on
Social Welfare.

Foreign
activities being quite separate I'n}lmh }:grcign
Affairs, |ha‘t] they willcﬁ:vg‘ll'lci:lp I::l e ated

airs, and may well ¢
‘I?;Lll;;cign Affairs. This p_robl;:‘m i:usscc”l?)gf
Ireland’s image ﬂbl‘qil(:' in t rc e
sympathetic world opinion, or or e g e
of the tourist business, is a mn'“m;msgii A
and must be serviced on lh.ll, £50000
Markpress is doing that job, then T
can be saved in the Dept. of Furcllgn d“’
Or should it be the other way around:

Westminster

Brittania Waives
The Rules

THE SWIFT PASSING of the Northern
Ireland Act 1972 has not received the gnncul
attention which it well deserves. _Scwr.ll
aspects of this emergency legislation are
worthy of analysis because they indicate
the way the Heath Government is thinking
in anticipation of the much-heralded
political initiatives for Northern Ireland.

The impression has been created that
a sudden legal decision surprised Whitehall
and necessitated emergency measures which
could brook no delay. In fact, the adminis-
tration was fully prepared for this eventu-
ality and had every opportunity to consider
both the implications of the probable High
Court decision and the alternative courses of
action which were then open to it. It is
true that speed was called for immediately
the Court’s decision became known, but the
probability of the outcome had been con-
sidered for several weeks.

The case arosc out of an incident in
August 1971 when John Hume and others
were part of a crowd which refused to
disperse when ordered to do so by an Army
Officer excrcising his (supposed) authority
under regulation 38 of the regulations of the
Special Powers Act 1922. On September 18,
1971 Mr. Hume was convicted and fined
£25, but appealed to the Northern Ireland
zh Court. His appeal, which was regarded
by both sides as an important test e, was
heard in carly January, and the decision of
the High Court was handed down on
February 24th. The High Court upheld the
appeal, recognising that under the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act 1920, the N.I. Parlia-
ment was not permitted to legislate in
respect of the armed forces and that conse-
quently, the army was wlira vires when act-
ing under the Special Powers Act.
ced with this decision the Heath
administration obviously had to legalise the
situation in one way or another What is
ignificant, of course, is that it chose, at this
time, ent Stormont’s powers rather
than to diminish them, The court decision
had presented the perfect opportunity for
the !ur\ assume full responsibility for
security in NLL if they had so wished. But
this would mean the enactment in West-
minster of repressive legislation which would
xllcp be applicable anywhere  within  the
United  Kingdom. Instead,  the British
government  has  perpetuated s schizo-
phrenic attitude to Northern Ireland which
15 meant to be an integral part of the United
I\lnp(luu_l but whose citizens are repressed b
laws which do not operate (and would not
be tolerated) in England, Scotland or Wales.
: The ease with which the T,

t Marold  Wilson’s stil unex-
plained compliance and secondly, the effect
of Aldershot on the Labour backbenc o
Wilson was advised confi Pt i
A ! ed co nl'ldcnln.llly of the
i\:l(u:m'un on Monday 21st—ie, twg days be.

oeme - . 2=
e e Bt e e 5205

¢ P! been originally sent in b
Wilson in 1969 and been s
illegally while Labour was in powe. s ling

gally POUr Was in power, W, 1l
was  probably embarrassed by the S
decision but ay a B e Courg

© may also haye been
suaded that, as Regoie Maudling l\llp"-
House later, “whether Jaw and orde i ;| e
be transferred from Stormont i °r should
. ; 1S a majo
wider issue, which should be discuss A
a wider context. It would not be | S

R s - ¢ prejudiced
by this BI“.. Whalever the reasons, Wil
\mch’i]l'l;;ddcr;: cally, put up no fight tizon
e obvious line for | :
benchers to have taken wars t&x‘ﬂ;‘::ll;e l;ﬂc'(-
len.lpomrymsay six months-—holdin lornﬁ
lation, that would validate the z\rm)gl inegl;:;
meantime and allow time for y Comprehen-

ories rushed
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, atS g |

e transfer of security authority to be oo

;)':rcc«'lr’gu: the shock effect of the Aldcy!;:fn
bombing on the day bc.forc‘ the debate,
|.,;pcdocd any such ml:mmns..‘nd the legig.
Jation was allowed a speedy course tlito
all stages.

Stormont has now been conferreq with
powers 10 Jegislate for the conduct of the
armed forces in Nonhcrn- Ireland, Despite
Mr. Maudling’s assurances about the Wider
jssue of the possible transfer of security 1q
Westminster, the hard fact remaing that,
as so often since June 1970, the coerciye
element of the Stormont regime, has heen
extended once again. It is not an encourag,
ing omen for those yvhn'hgxyc hccn anticipag.
ill}! some imaginative initiatives from M,
Edward Heath.

Neil Blaney

After The Ard Fheis

ON THE DAY AFTER he abst
supporting the Governme nt on h
motion last November, Neil B
reporter: 1 have no intention ¢
the Party unless the Party leaves me
practically everyone else in the couniry i

car that Fianna Fail had left Neil
almost since the day
issed from the cabinet in M
have been some lin
Donegal/Leitrim by
r 1970. The result of th
was not only a victory for Paddy Dela
Joe Brennan and Jack Lynch. It was a ¢
signal to the Fianna Fail Party that
Do 1 Neil Bla could be done without.
i red on. He faced into
71 Ard Fheis in an effont 1o retain
his position as joint hon treasurer of the
party only to be rudely unseated
conciliatory speech and his uncritical a
ance on the platform while Kevin Bold
was emasculated before his ¢

the party’s Ard Fheis and threatening thi
he with Paudge Brennan and Des Foley
would have to consider their posit
then on Tuesday, 22nd February, 197
the pen-ultim statemen
decision some months ago to expel u
the Parliamentary Party of Fianna Fai
|
d

indica

t, apart from the Governmeni$
policy k of policy, on the Six Counties
we would continue to support the Govene
ment in the Dail.

k; H..w\c*.cr. because of happenings
we wish to indicate that that ur dertaking M0
longer stands.”

Mr. Blaney has almost but not yet entirely
left the party. The party has definitely, bt
definitely, left him. Where does Blaney £
from here? It must be presumed that neithet
Blaney, Foley nor Paudge Brennan will %
ratified as official Fianna Fail candidates i
the next General Election. Apart from this
hn-\§c\-;r the strer of the three men
their _individual “constituence is being
d}nnnnhml daily, while they remain in thS
limbo condition. In Wicklow, Pa
Brennans brand of republicanism is alread

d by Seamus Costello of Sinn Fein-
catest danger to Des Foley's position
May be in a redrawing of the Dublin ¢oF
i\nli‘\mm-(m Which might conveniently div
(_(mnll‘um{ml following in Dublin Nor
% Y. And even Neil Blaney is ha
"8 problems in Donegal. Recenily he
;::‘hl-hILq" Department of Local Government
. all of a constituent. The constituent
A Promise of action all right, but it came
dm-q from Liam Cunningham, the patlids
\Iclmil\r'\f.:rcclr)k:mr'v Y “junigr" > F‘:
gl negal North East, without
g 2 mention of Neil Blaney.

any ways of culting a dissident
R

Q. On what
Messrs. “l'":::‘:ml"t issue is it certain that

s Y, Foley and Brennan would
combine with 'he Oppositi jes 04
Vote againgg the Govenme::‘;n b
A On g Revision of wt

B Bill
3:'.3 necessary :laot‘:d:oﬁl:m -
from the April 1971 census are POI"
lished iy April or May,

.
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that Tom Kyne's name did
appear in the Annual Report of the
Labour Party as one of the Parly Trustees?

A. Because strictly speaking he is on]
Trustee of the Head Office under 'n yoh:
constitution,

Q. But how come that Tom's name will
appear as a Trustee of the Party in next
year's Anmml Report? %

A. Because the party cannot complete th

sale of its head-office buil ng ul?lil 'l'-nn:

Kyne sn'gns .on the dofted line. And Tom
© Sign until he was reappointed

a frustee of the Party unde:" the nex::

Constitution,

{Continued from page 8)

o size and reducing his influence locally.

At this point, Blaney requires only a
“worthy™ issue on which (o hang the break
with Fianna Fail. And, as he has shown
ngxtc.ill.\ no interest whatever in the
EEC., the culling of the umbilical will
probably come on some Northern issue.
Both Brennan and Foley would  gladly
follow him into Aontacht Eireann but if
Blaney had been really attracted to Kevin
Boland’s party he would probably have
joined it before now. A more Tikely
development is for Blaney (o establish
Same new structure based on'32 county lines
and 0 which he would hope to attract not
daly the Aontacht Eireann party with Foley
and Brennan in tow. but also some Kevin
Street Sinn Fein followers and perhaps a
few stragglers like David Thornley as well.
Only by planning to be a step ahead a few
years hence can Neill Blaney hope to re-
capture the ground lost since May 1970,
Aad if one presumes that Stormont as we
know it will not survive the current crisis.

:n obviously the whole structure of
iment North and South is due for a
thorough shake-up.

Neil Blaney now only requires one good
excuse on which to hang his final break
from Fianna Fail. And it will be convenient
for him and his colleagues if that oppor-
tunity arises before Aontacht Eireann’s first
Ard Fheis which is due in April. It could
be the Budget or the EEC. referendum or
the publication of the report of the Public
Accounts Commitice. But more likely the
North will supply the necessary issue.

In the meantime, the Government's
majority in the Dail is safe enough. But if
the three abstain in a division, the Govern-
ment majority including the habitual sup-
port of Messrs. Leneghan and Sheridan,
would be reduced 1o two. If the three
together voted against the Government, the
combined  opposition  includi g Sean
Sheewin, would have a majority of one. It
Is a tantilising prospect,

The Church

Diocesan
Appointments

ONCE UPON A TIME Catholic bishops
had a regular cause for headaches in the
problem in removing a legally irremovable
parish priest. No such problem cver arose,
however, in the case of curates. “Gimme me
pen and Il scatter ‘em” is a dictum re-
corded of more than one Irish bishop, and
the custom of scattering recalcitrant curates
appears 1o be as popular an episcopal
pastime today as ever it was in the past.

In a more enlightened age the parish priest
was able 1o appoint his own curates. Only a
shadow of that power remains in present-
day Canon Law, where it is lnid down that
curates are appointed by the bishop, audito
parocho, after consulting the parish priest.

Q. What inconvenience is already befnu
threatened from London, if a Russian
Eumibassy is opened in Dublin?

A. An end to the common f(ravel area
facilities between Ircland and the UK.
Britain would not tolerate a situation that
would allow Soviet diplomats to enter the
UK without passports,

Trish bishops have by and large ignored this
legal provision, and while the phrase
survives in the Maynooth Statutes of 1956,
there is nothing to suggest that it has been,
Or Is at present, taken into account in the
making of diocesan appointments, The
power of the Irish bishop over his curates
18 absolute.

. A point that is often missed in this confext
is that there has never been any question of
consulting the person most involved in the
appointment, namely the curate himself, He
tets his letter of appointment (or indeed
sees it on the newspapers) and he rings
C.LE. to ransport him within the next five
days to the other end of the diocese. He
has not been  consulted; his reg onable
wishes have not been taken into account;
there may in fact be overwhelming reasons
why he should not be sent to this ticular
post at all. But because Roma locuta est,
causa finita est, next Saturday night sces
him hearing confessions in a new location.
Tt is scarcely a surprise that this form of
appointment, where an individual bishop has
sole control of decisions, leaves many square
pegs in round holes, and many pegs that
simply never fit in anywhere at all,

A document at present being circulated

members by the Association of
Irish Priests may well do something to
remedy this situation, Recalling the absence
of “due process™, as it has come to be
called, in the treatment of pricsts who felt
bound in con: ¢ 1o reject the encyclical
Humanae Vitae in 1968, the docum
forth the very admirable procedure:
by the American hierarchy in November
1969 and now part of American Church life.

I WAS AMUSED watching the box lately
to hear Billy Hall, the way-out Unionist,
call on the British Government to impose
sanctions against the Republic; for—thanks

to the EEE.C., and no thanks to the Com-
mon Market Study Group — that is one
thing that Britain can no longer do, The
Common Market is founded on the prin-
ciple that goods, capital and labour should
move freely within the borders of the
Community and, given that the United
Kingdom and the Republic become mem-
bers, Britain simply cannot move against
us in that way.

Britain, it should be remembered, l:lus
used the big stick against us before, during
the Economic War, and a tough weapon it
proved to be. Exports fell by 257 betwee
1931 and 1933. So when you consider that
617, of British people, according to a
recent opinion poll, would echo Billy Hull's
lemand that we be treated as aliens in the

Q. How is the Information Section of the
Department of Foreign Affairs keeping its
end up against Markpress in the propaganda
effort?

A. It has ordered—by advance arrangement
—100.000 copies of the Irish Independent,
March Ist, four-page supplement on the

Q. But why has it taken four weeks to
produce?

A. Because some officials in the Department
got cold feet after Aldershot and wanted to
cancel the project.

“Due process” suggests three stages: a stage
of conciliation is followed by one of arbi-
tration, with a final appeal to a judicial
tribunal. The A.LP. document concludes
with the comment:

There is much talk of and work for
civil rights in our country at present,
and rightly so: perhaps it might not be
inappropriate if, at the same time, work
wis begun on establishing in the Irish
Roman Catholic Church a system of
‘due proc now enjoyed by our co-
religionists in Ly

the United States”.

“It might not be inappropriate, 5
Clerical commentators will no doubt be in
a position to document in detail some of the
more notorious examples of absence of due
process in the Irish Church in recent years,
The withdrawal of Dublin diocesan faculties
from Father Cathal O'Flanagan, O.F.M.,
necessitating  his  departure  to  another
diocese, is a case that might be worthy of
investigation. The position of Fr. James
Good vis-a-vis the diocese of Cork could
similarly be listed. Undoubtedly however
the case which influenced the A.LP. to
produce this document on due process was
the mysterious transfer of Father Brendan
Murphy, one of the Association’s active
members, from St. Mary’s College, Belfast,
to the other end of the diocese. In its first
joust with episcopal authority, the A.LP.
wrote to Bishop William Philbin about the
change, but up to the date of writing has
received no reply. Maybe the agony of the
people of his diocese has diverted Bishop
Philbin’s attention from the lesser problem
of possible injustice to an outstanding priest
of his diocese. But injustice at any level
stinks, and the absence of due process for
priests is merely one facet of the many-
sided injustices of Northern life and of Irish
life in general,

UK., you can see what a tough spot we
would have been in. History, for once, has
given us a lucky break. The burning of
the British Embassy. followed by the
Aldershot tr could so easily have
created a mood in Britain which might
have driven her to do even more stupid
things than she has done up to date; but
in the run-up (o the Common Market, she
cannot do them.

Not that we deserve our zood luck for
a moment. The free-trade policies of
Brussels may have saved us from British
economic retaliation, but did we join the
Common Market because we believed in
free trade ? Not on your life; we joined it
to get on the right side of its protectionist
agricultural policy.

We have never shown any signs of
understanding - what  the  Community is
about. Our first application, in the early
sixties, was very nearly summarily thrown
out because, like whining Somerville and
Ross peasants, we put on the poor mouth,
pleading our undeveloped state and a King
for special protection for our industries. In
other words, while we were proclaiming our
faith in the beliefs of a body whose central
tenet was that free trade made for pros-
perity more than protection did, we were
at the sume time saying that if only we had
more protection we could prosper enough
10 fuce free trade. No wonder there was a
feeling we should be thrown out neck and
crop: it was only when the Germans
pointed out that for all the beaging and
i the Republic was actually as pros-
perous laly, that we were allowed stay
in the game, ?

And now, ten years later, we don't seem
to have learnt the score any betler. When
Doctor Hillery takes to the air to 2o and
sound off about Derry, does he first 20
touring the Community 1o which we have
so recently committed our future? Of
course not; forgetting all Jack Lynch’s fine
phrases at Brussels, he went to Washington
—and came back with one hand as long
as the other. (Deservedly, t0o, secing the
way we thumbed our noses at the §lu(cs
over the Formosa issue). In one action, he
had exposed himself to a snubbing by
Ireland’s oldest friend, and had shown our
newest allies, the E.E.C. countri S, once
more that our government hasn't a clue
what Europe is about, or any feeling that
Ireland forms part of it, ¢

To an extent, of course, the fact that we
are a newly-free country has a lot to do
with this. © Newly-free” countries have a
nauseatingly-virtuous  attitude to interna-
tional relations. They look at the older
countries of the world with their record
of agaressive wars, broken treaties and ill-
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treatment of minorities, and are shocked.
A clean moral sheet gives the new nations
that warm holier-than-thou feeling, even
if they have only preserved their virlue
through lack of opportunity to lose it.
Drawing in their skirts, they turn away
from the groupings of the older nations
(NATO, CENTO, the rest) and put their
trust in the United Nations. God bless
their innocence.

There cannot be a nation which has
been free for more than sixty years which
takes the United Nations seriously. We
are fifty years free, and it is time we
copped on.

And when we do cop on, few policy
decisions in Free State history will be more
stcongly or more deservedly execrated
than the decision, twenly years ago, not
to join NATO. The two coalition govern-
ments blew fresh air into the corridors of
power. They made some useful innova-
tions: but two disastrous acts of policy
the repeal of the External Relations Act
and the refusal to enter NATO—will for-
ever be held against them. (Not, of course,
that de Valera is free of blame: he never
said a thing against either policy.)

When the chips are down you need
friends, friends with the power to help. Of
course, thanks to Sean MacBride’s inspired
misguidance, we have friends—thousands
of miles away. where they can do us no
gzood. No doubt, we are highly respected
at the U.N.: no doubt the children of Chad
burn incense  before pictures of Sean
MacBride; no doubt in Dahomey they hang
on Conor Cruise’s every word—but where
does it get us? Nowhere.

In a mixture of desperation and happy
surprise, Fianna Fail speakers at theic
Ard-Fheis suddenly realised that, with
Britain antagonised, there was someone
else to turn to—a source of allies more
substantial, and nearer, than Zambiax or
Zaire. And when F.F. and F.G. have
digested the fact that E.E.C. means some-
thing more than high agricultural prices,
they have another, more unpalatable fact
to digest.

They see that our membership of E.E.C.
offers the chance to escape from the suffo-
cating love-hate relationship with Britain
while at the same time (because Britaia
will also be in the E.E.C.) going some way
to break down the barrier that runs through
our island. But they will not so easily
admit that exactly the same arguments
could have been used for NATO and
Commonwealth membership, twenty years
ago. From the point of view of the end-
of partition and the making of national
attitudes, the last twenly years have bee
a nothing, a pointless cul-de-sac,

It's about time we began to move foc-
ward, to deal in positive practical policies.
Great credit is due to Fianna Fail (and
more o Fine Gael for not playing politics
over the C.) that after the wasted
years they have, at least partly, seen the
light.  But there is more (o be done. - We
cannot hope 10 be important in ERG:
but we can at least maximise what impor~
tance we may have if we take the trouble
to find out what the Community is about
and show that we mean to try and make
it work. To put it at its lowest—even if
we are joining the E.E.C., not because we
want {o, but because we have to, it sttt
makes plain sense to behave as if we
would act as willing members, not captious,
foot-dragging irresponsibles, The sooner
the Common Market debate is over tha
better; and when it is, Tet us hope that
:ho.\‘e who opposed it will tuen round and
help make the best of our Opportunities,
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Party and will sit on the
Opposition benches at  Stor-
mont. The Fianna Fail Ard- the Chief of Staff of the LR.A.
Fheis at its opening session Mr. Cathal Goulding, and
in the RD.S. Hall gives Mr, three other leading Republi-
Lynch and his national execu- cans are arrested.

tive a unanimous vote of Wednesday, February 23:
approval in spite of a chal-  The Bill to make legal retro-
lenge by Mr. Neil Blaney. actively the actions of the
_Saturday February 19:  In itish Army in Northern
his Presidential speech to the Treland under the Special
Fianna Fail ~Ard-Fheis, the  Powers Act, is rushed through
“Taoiseach, Mr. Lynch, calls for the British House of Com-
immediate talks on the Nor- mons and the House of Lords.
thern crisis between the two Thursday, February — 24:
Prime Ministers 'nnd Northern Nine more Republicans are
representatives. The ~Minister arrested in  Dublin, and in
for Justice, Mr. O'Malley, in  Cork two leading Sinn Fein
his speech says that the men  members are picked up in a

LR.A. claims responsibility for
the explosion and in Dublin

Wednesday, February 16:
A “Catholic ‘member of the

Wister Defence Regiment is wh i E

. : 0 were acquitted on arms day of intense activity b

Denapped and shot dead in  charges very recently would be Sl e
rry and a British soldier is Te-arrested ~and returned  for Strabane Town Hall is com-

killed in a shooting and

bombing  atf lria}; 3 pletely destroyed by explo-

molor{vfy. Ao the s M C}?“Tda.‘;{}c?‘m“whm:‘ Mr. sives  planted by about 12
Thursday, February 17: A arles Haughey, the former men carly in the morning,

Belfast woman who  was in- o _‘“L:‘ Febroary '25: Mr.

elected to the ylor, the Minister of

jured by gunfire last week tive of Fi S 5
. . : e, ianna 5 State at the Stormont Minis-
g;:&rle':‘c!m&fp'ml« A special Monday, February try  of lr(\mc Affairs,

¢ of the Irish Trans- the Wid seriously  wounded in

port and General

3 Workers'
Union unanimously approve

assassination attempt on

i inci oy nounce i a life in  Armagh. Immediate
;;,&;’:"lplc of a new wage the 13 lians  killed in emergency  precautions  are
Friday, February 18: A Derry’s “Bloody Sunday” have  taken at the homes of other
former Unionist Minister. M degided 1o testify, ; Cabinet Ministers and poli-
Phislirn ‘OWNeill, a Parliomen: _Tuesday, February 22: Six  ficians following the shoot-
T A e civilians, five of them women, ing. There are four further
MeConnell - and an Appert  and a_ British Army Catholic  arrests of Official Repub-
Soni ""z\-hﬂ"" an Absten- chaplain are killed” when an licans in Cork, Limerick and
’lr_oms( atl Aolu MP., Mr. explosion destroys the Officers’ iDublin. The three Indepen-
om Gormley, announce that Mess at Aldershot Barracks.  dent Fianna Fail deputics,

they are to join the Alliance The Official Wing of the

Messrs. Neil Blaney, Paudge

Brennan, and Des Foley,
announce that their  under-
taking of support for the
Government had been with-
drawn. The Labour Party
Conference opens in Wexford.
Saturday, February 26: Mr.
Brendan Corish, Labour Party
Jeader, in his address at the

lannual Party conference in
Wexford, says that Labour’s
policy is that the present

Twenty-Six County Constitu-
tion should be scrapped in its
entirety “and I by a
genuinely  Republica docu-
ment devoid of any faint of
sectarianism.”

Sunday, February 27: Mr
Roddy Connolly is re-clected
chairman _of the Labour
Party, defeating Mr. Matt
Merrigan by 569 votes to 184.
The Welsh Rugby Union an-
nounces that it will not play
Ireland at Lansdowne Road
on Saturday week.

Monday, February 28:
Senator ~ Edward  Kennedy
urges reunification of Ireland
as the only possible solution
to the Northern crisis, in the
House of  Representatives.
Two men arc +shot and
wounded in Belfast and  a
British soldier is wounded in
Dungannon.

Tuesday, February 29: A
member of the Ulster Defence
Regiment is shot dead in Lur-
gan, Co. Armagh.

. . . AND WARMTH IN WOOD

Parsons blend the velvet warmth of wood with the
strength of steel to produce the finest office furniture
you can find. Starting with the Parsons High Executive
Desk ; polished Afromosia Top and sleek steel frame,
drawers and filing drawer. Including a matching
Secretary desk, filing cabinets and bookcases.
Completing a range of Parsons office furniture that is
status in steel and wood. Write or phone for details.
There’s always room at the top for a Parsons
Executive.
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Opinion

THE PROTESTANT

DILEMMA

James McKeown

THE PROTESTANT l)l’f,‘lhni.l
ises in the debate on Educa-
live

tion because we do not yet
in an open society, SO that
s P
although on paper the Pro-
a wealth of educa-
tional choice, in fact social and
factors  introduce

difficulties of choice which
Protestants  find  almost 1m-
possible to articulate  without

seeming aggressively suspicious
or controversial

The trouble is that there are
no such things as non denomi-
national  schools in  Ireland.
There are Roman Catholic
schools which some Protestants
attend, and there are Protestant

schools which some Roman
Catholics attend. No doubt
ent of out-

enrichm

ment of tradi-

not the point

Joards of gove

tional ~educat
always be a bi

the same thin
education. The
two Protestant Compr
in Dublin is a ta
that the Dep.
the valid
and horribl
schools will be
academically, but the
will be Protestant.
wonders if this is w
testant parents re
one as yet seems to have asked
the parents other than loaded
questions. One ns from one
headmaster who has prov
comprehensive  subjects
few parents have

avail of these additions to the
curniculum,
To Prote

tant parents the
tion in educa-
tion are cost, career value and
religious traini

major consid

g—in that order
In the cities, low cost education
at a Protestant school as a day
pupil is a possibility for all but
A few, but in the country, the
position is the

20 reverse.  Most
rotestant  parents  ure faced
with the cost of Bourding

school fees if they wish their
children to uttend 4 Protestant

p_mt prunary  school Free
Education must be  dis
tinguished  from free  board
and lodging.

To be fair to the Govern-
ment, it should be noted that
the system of grangs adminis
tered by the

Protestant
Education
mittee is o very e
10 assist p

Secondary C
om-

Ilc\lnc.mcmpl
rotestants to have

<h -] f y
\‘"KTI Of Post primary school
S Cblock prang IS made
equivalent (o the it of

«

twenty five
enty five pounds per pupil

made 1o R

oman - Catk
) g ; atholie
?leul\ and this js divided, o
A means ey, " e

amongst  (he

eligible Protestang

Those within range of ?"ll‘\;::
A day pupit
than fil'lct-n
rotestant schopl
8 grant of up to
bc‘ admitted thyg
this leaves 3 sub-

grim!, those more
miles from 5 p
get a boardiy
gIZS. Tt must
N most cages

stantial gap to be filled by the
parent, but the distinction be-
tween free education and free
board must be borne in mind,
Parents would in any case have
to feed their children at home,
and provide entertainment for
them.

Some Dublin Protestant
parents, faced with day pupil
fees of £100 or more and receiv-
ing a maximum day grant of
£40 may feel

thou that

approxim

agrieved at the
Roman Catholic
brac
Free Educ:
children. T
mind that this is p

because ¢

of the same

uncon

tion
hould bear in
ssible only

votion of

Private

ind publ

Pro

undertake

parents will c¢
to

mination of the Deg ent of
E¢ n Big is Good we
have witne 1 jual

tion to
Secondary Economi
and more
the

tion of

pupils eligit
grants and the propos
of the pupil teacher ratio ar
continuing  that policy of
attrition. Some there are who
process in the
sed mew

welcome this

expectation of pror

benefits. At present the Pro-
testant has the ice of a Pro=
testant  school or a Romaf
Catholic  school or a Stae

school in a Republic acknow:
ledging the special place of the
Roman Caholic Church. In &
very few vears, if our plannes
have their way. he could bavé
the choice of a Protestant
school at fees of over &3
boarding, the local Romaf
Catholic  school or a St
school. For a great many of
our Protestant parents, finan
this would mean 8¢
at all. He cannot affor
the boarding fee even if e
PSE.C. grant were available
o him so he has a choice be"
tween a  Roman Cathod®
School or what to him mf
seem a State Roman Catholi®
school. This iy his dilemma:
The Rev. James McKeon ®
Warden of Wilsons Hospitd!
Co - cducational  Seconds™
School in Multy farnham, €
Westmeath,




Their Prisons 2

John Jordan
READERS ACCUSTOME
may assume that the title of this prece and the last is
derived from Verlaine's Mes Prisons. But I had in mind
L‘e Mue Prigioni of Silvio Pellico (1789-1854), an ltalian
Nationalist and a member of the Carbonari, a secret
sociely  pledged to the expulsion of the Austro-
Hun|g‘_|rm|| imperialists from ltaly, He spent ten years
I prisons in Italy and what is now Czechoslovakia,
from 1820 10 1830. The opening sentence of his prison
memoirs has a familiar ring: “1 was taken on “riday,
13 November, and brought to Santa Margherita. Tt
was three o'clock in the afternoon . , _ . *

Pellico was a moderately loyal Catholic when sent
to juil.  His memoirs testify somewhat fulsomely (in
the Irish translation from the ltalian by Eithne Byrne
Costigan _and Sile Ni Dhubhain) to his Pauline or
Augustinian conversion to perfect faith in Christ. In
fact. he is g little sickening in his spiritual confessions.
And he is of interest to me here only because he ap-
pears to have found no incompatibility between his
Catholicism, either in its lukewarm or jts whitchot con-
dition, and association with a secret society, the Car-
bonari, proscribed by both Church and State. His ten
years in prison made him. apparently. extremely pious,
ruined his health, and left him with a strong and
perfect disinclination to politics. I cite him because 100
frequently we limit 10 the Irish that apparent com-
partmentalization of the mind that allows for the

co-existence of revolutionary politics and religious
orthodoxy. It should of course be remembered that
many of the most lip-served members of the L.R.B.,
a society not dissimilar from the Carbonari, were either
Church of Ireland or Presbyterian or non-practising
Catholics.

When in 1863. James Stephens founded the Irish
People, his editorial committee consisted of Thomas
Clarke Luby, a Protestant of liberal views, Charles
Kickham, a devout Catholic, and John O] v, whe
had not practised his religion at least since his student
days in Paris with James McNeill Whistler, Swinburne
and the author of Trilby, George Du Maurier, and who
was not to be *reconciled ™ until shortly before his
death in 1907. He was, 10 his credit, in the eyes of some
of us consistent. (I am indebted to Marcus Bourke's
John O'Leary, 1967, for some of these details).

It was 10 Kickham, the known practising Catholic,
that there fell * the task of writing editorials in an
way critical of priest or bishop.” The antics of the
Irish clergy led by Cardinal Cullen make grotesque

But Kickham took them on until the police
broke up th vspaper and the lead so-called
“F “ were arrested and deported to English jails
Among them were O'Donovan Rossa, Luby,

D to my Frenchified ways

Kickham and O'Leary. Rossa’s Recollections (1898)
are well known, but perhaps because he was l]llllll:1!!)’
such a reserved n, a letter by John O'Leary to his
uncle, written December, 1868, and deciphered

despite scored-out lines by Marcus Bourke. mul.(:s as
stunning an impact as anything in fact or fiction: * For
some of my companions are dum! and some are mad,
and many are invalids for life. To be sure, my hair
is just ‘,'v’uvuny £ “though not with years,” and 1
seem to myself 1o have aged greatly, and the time
may have told upon me in many more ways |hu.n even
I can guess, but I still have the use of all my I”".b\,
and (I believe) of all my wils ;md“fnr this, 1 say
again, I thank God, and God alone. : i
" The whole story has distressingly familiar .|;]x7us.
The Knox-Pollock Commission was set up in | -hl u;
investigate allegations of .lll-!rc:xlmcm. A,”, l-L,H’LIl
version of the Commission’s Report \u.\ pr; p‘;,[\:h.:'t
the newspapers and. uf’ L':»u”md ”L’:/Jhlul\:)d;’:l\‘l(u\]i:l|l|('
e essrs. Knox and Pollock chose gate,
T;L;\;)\Ar.lL lrﬂ7(l. the Devon Commission ok :1};1;\:»1,1’1]!;;:
and here again we are on familiar l_crm}:ry' ‘nl (m(,q
were not allowed Jegal counsel and m the U.}”R.M;.
of the LR.B. leaders, with the CKL.LPII‘;HI fi-m i
refused to testify. In some respects delic Lw&.
Commission did make an h(l.l‘lcﬂl.ifff(!rl m,;vll” Sigats
conditions of “treason-felony prmn:urt.. Pl
it was published, the prisoners sc;}lgnunf ey
1865 and 1867 were released, on conc |l|nr; il
exil;: from the United Kingdom }|n||1 “18)17] ffmn(l
term of imprisonment had cxplrctl: Ak
O'Leary in Paris and later that yfmr in o g
stili recling from )Ihc l:gﬂ; J:.:yul::r::ﬁzi;' m.my‘ Doy
- aeo. One thinks ol f Tome o
l‘(:::'l):);\l:fr Memory of Brother Mu'hf:el ¢ Shall we
be thus forever ?[Shall we be thus Jore

e et {
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NATIONAL THEATRE

Denis Johnston

AND. A series
O’Driscoll.

RE AND NATIONALISM
of Lectures.
Oxford University Press.

IN 26th CENTURY
ited by Robert
£3.25.

WE HAVE ALIL been aware
tor some time of the Ameri-
cantsation of our once Geor-
gran Capital, but we are prob-
ably not so conscious of the
trans-Atlantic take-over of our
national literature which comes
W light very vividly in a
volume of lectures such as we
have here,  As an expression
of the soul of a suicidal cen-
tury there is, of course, an in-
tense interest in the United
States in all forms of violence
and crime.  Children are en-
couraged to admire the adven-
tures of Bonnic and Clyde,
while their parents are  so
fascinated by cults of murder,
flourishing in places like Cali-
fori that the trials of its
votaries become public spec-
tacles so newsworthy that they
have to be repeated and re-
peated under various pretexts,
like well-beloved mutJcals,
Crime, however, in that part
of the world is basically
psychological, or merely com-
mercial in its objectives, which
cun never be so satisfactory as

the variety that can be re-
garded as  political.  Better
still, if it is motivated by a

selfless idealism.  So the pecu-
liar concern of Americans in
the history and technique of
the Irish clysm is  quite
understandable, since it is not
only political, but ulso literate,
and quite unconnected with
sex (as it shown by the fact that
not only ity victims, but also
its participants, include women
and  children).  Indeed, they
quietly admire our capacity to
indulge in every Kind of
enormity in a spirit of dedi-
cated self-rightecousness, so the
plays and poetry of the move-
ment - over the  puast  eighty
years are being closely anulysed
in schools and colleges all over
the Continent,

Of the cleven items collected
in the present volume from an
interesting Conference on Irish
Studies  held in Toronto in
1968, two are forgotten Yeuts'
lectures delivered in 1905 and
1924, of no great significance,
and recently found in a drawer.
Of the remainder, three ure
American, three are Canadian
and one—an examination of
Beckett's  reluctance to  have
anything to do with any par-
ticular movement is by an
Oxford Don. Dr. Ann Saddle-
meyer, one of the best and the
most recent authority on Synge,
writes with her unfailing charm
on the days of the Abbey’s
ascendancy,  while  Professor
David Krause of Brown Uni-
versity gives a spirited analysis
of what is described as
O'Casey’s ** desecration of Ire-
land’s household Gods "—add-
ing. however, as a small bonus,
a remark attributed to the late
W. R. Rogers that seems re-

freshingly out-of-place in an
anthology of  fami stale-
ments @

e

A writer's first duty to
his country is disloyalty, and
Synge did his duty by Ire-
land in presenting her as he
found  her
wished 1o be found.'
This s not what we are sup-
posed to say about Synge, but
then Rogers was a ¢ crgyman,

The editor himself, Robert
O'Driscoll of Toronto, gives a
well balanced and temperate
summing up of the tensions of
the present day, which is very
much to his credit, but which
has the odd effect of under-
lining the fact that there is the
width of the Atlantic between
what Pegeen Mike describes as
a4 gallous story and a dirty
deed. By this 1 mean that the
Playboy and the Plough riots
were not quite so amusing as
they may seem nowadays
through the eyes of that not-
able bystander, old Joe Hollo-
whose

way, impressions  are
now widely quoted from the
archives  of the National
Library. Not that these con-

tributors place much faith in
the opinions  of Holloway.
Stll it is fair to say that most
of them feel more relaxed on
the subject of Irish difliculties
thun they are about Canada's,

For this very reason it is

particularly pleasant to turn
10 the two lectures given at the
same gathering by actual eye-
witnesses  from the domestic
front —Mr. Thomas MacAnna
and Dr. Roger McHugh—both
of them good humoured and
informative.  But for these we
might have been left with the
Virginia Institute’s  discussion
of the * Archetypal dimensions
of  Maud onne,” and we
might have missed MacAnna's
description of the first night of
Cathleen Ni Houlihan with the
leading lady stalking through
the audience in full costume
belore the rise of the curtain,
while  her agonised director,

Willie Fay. peered through a
hole in the tabs, and muttered
“most unprofessional.”  Then
there is the fury of St. John
Ervine, once manager of the
Abbey, on discovering that
not even a pane of glass had
been broken in his Playhouse
by the furious British bombard-
ment of Easter Week.

“1 cursed the British
Government and the crew
of the gunboat, Helga, for
their incompetence, and bit-
terly regretted that I had not
come down on Easter Mon-
day and fired the place my-
self.”

So also we are indebted to
Dr. McHugh for debunking
the absurd myth that all who
fought in Easter Week did “»
in sure expectation of defeat.

“ Dying for Caithiin Ni
hUllachain.™ said his infor-
mant, “did not appeal to
us, . . Believe it or not. we
wanted to win.”

Apart from these illuminat-
ing sidelights, the nub of what
we get from the other lec-
turers amounts to the informa-
tion that Mr. Yeats and Lady
Gregory promoted an  Irish
Renaissance—from what it was
reborn is not clear—with some
financial aid from Miss Horni-
man of Liverpool or possibly
Birmingham; that  Bernard
aw  was  tangential to this
movement, while the move-
ment itself was peripheral to
him: that George Moore, even
more on the periphery, played

N

ynge

the role of Leda in search of
4 Swan, while some irregularity
in the movement resulted in
Miss Gonne refusing to marry
Mr. Yeats. And so the ques-
tion has ney yet been de-
cided as to whether it is the
proper business of the Artist
to congratulate the Gunmen,
or of the Gunmen to gie for
the Artist,

Most of this gives the im-
pression of a lecture that has
been delivered already. Indeed
at the following year's Confe
ence, at which 1 had the pr
lege of being present, one of
the papers was actually  de-
livered a second time by a dis-

tinguished scholar who arrived
late, and insisted on reading
his contribution, regardless of
the fact that it had already
been read on his behall by
somebody else. It is true that

the attendance was a little
thinner on the second occa-
sion. But not much-—a fact -

which is the best tribute that
can be paid to an unfailing in-
terest in Ireland's affairs across
the Ocean,

At home, however, we are in
some danger of reaching satu-
ration point on the subject of
Mr.  Yeats, Lady Gregory,
Jimmy Joyce and the Abbey,
Old and New. Indeed. I have
heard it suggested that the time

is approaching when they
should all be invited to join
O'Leary in the grave. and

leave us to turn our attention
to the more proximate prob-
lem of the Terrible Beauty
that they have bequeathed to
us.
To begin with, we might be-
gin by turning to the photo-
graphic  frontispiece of this
very book, and study the image
of one of the most striking
characters in the Mythology of
the Western World —2a  hero
more credible than Achilles,
more admirable thun Samson,
and much more relevant in
terms  of human behaviour
than either Beowuli or Perci-
val. 1 refer, of course, to
Cuchulain.

In the Spring of 1956 Mr.
Ray McAnally depicted Cuchu-
lain on a distinguished scale
down in Croke Park, in the
course of a Puageant that, on
the whole, was criticised ad-
versely as a seript. (It would
have been better handled by
4 committee with a knowledge
of the subject) But it wa.
nevertheless, well performed in
the grand manner, Here in this
frontispiece one wonders what

has  happened  to Cuchulain
under present auspices. A
nicy

e-looking youth in a mini-
skirt, with one foot planted on
some torn, woolly felt, drap-
Ing a rostrum that supports a
bargain-size, cardboard Pillar
Stone. On an arm, as skinny
S one of my own, he bears a
(_ng shield, and, with a look
Of nervous apprehension on his
face, he guards a monster Re-
publican Proclamation written
n longhand. from some
menace that is not there,

. And where—one may ask—
is the best part of the story—
the Morrigan—of the original
Inghinidhe na hEireann — his
one-time love, who in the
memorable statue in the Post
Ql\ice sits triumphantly upon
his shoulder in the guise of a
Crow,  after having trapped
him into geath with bowl of
Dog Soup?  Where is she, in
Ehc. forefront of a survey of
“Theatre  and Nationalism ™
n contemporary Treland? Oft-
stage,  perhaps, getling ity
another miniskirt,

Dennis  Johaston, auth

The Ol Lady Says "N‘:
Moon Oun The Yellow Rivee
and other plays, iy lecturing om
Anglo-leish literatuce i New
York.

i |
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Busy Doing Nothing

Skip Burns

CONTEMPLATION IN A WORLD OF ACTION. By

Thomas Merton. George Al

llen and Unwin Ltd. £5.50.

MAN ABOUT PARI

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,
among his many gifts, had an
amazing facility for presenting
?Jns opponent’s case in convinc-
ing language. As his fans will
be aware, he begins his treat-
ment of each topic with a state-
ment of contrary opinions.
When you read each of these
“objections™ you wonder how
he is going to get around rhat
one. But of course he does; and
it is here precisely that his
strength lies. The demolition
of his opponent’s view is often
a better source for his teach-
ing than his own positive state-
ment of his position.

Thomas (The Seven Storey
Mountain) Merton has the first
half of the gift of his some-
what more famous namesake.
In this, a posthumous book —
a faulty electric socket killed
him in Bangkok in 1968—Mer-
ton uses all his gifts in listing
the arguments against the
monastic life,

Take this, for example.

“It is here that we sce how

far the perversion of the

“spiritual dynamo' idea can

sometimes be carried. The

monastic institution, with its
constant prayer, its regu-
larity, its impeccable obser-
vance, its obedient and

submissive monks, is im-

plicitly regarded as a beauti-
ful machine which, as long
as it runs smoothly, obtains
infallible results from God.
The object of the monastic
order, of the superiors, chap-
ters and so on, is to make
sure that the machine is well
oiled and keeps running
exactly as it should. Faith
assures us that the monastic
machine is exerting an irre-
sistible influence on

who, it is assumed, takes a
mysterious pleasure in _lhe
operation of this ingenious

toy.” 5 e
There is much else in this line
of writing.

Merton leaves no sacred

nonastic cow alive. What (hi.q
reviewer queries, however, 1s
whether at the end of the pro-

The Theatre

Ulster
SAM HANNA
HILL

A vivid and lively account
of what has been
achieved to date by both
branches of the Ulster
theatre—the amateur
groups, dependent for
survival on the sheer
energy and enthusiasm
of their playérs, and the
more streamlined
professional companies
of recent years.

Available 10th March

in

cess the monstery has to find
some new form of sustenance
in order to survive. To switch
to another time-honoured meta-
phor, Merton appears to have
thrown the baby out with the
bathwater,

Merton does indeed make a
strong and at times impassioned
plea for radical reappraisal of
the mon vocation. Words
like “radical” and “revolution”
appear frequently in his pages;
he is too clear a mind to be
satisfied with the superficial re-
structuring that many lesser
minds accept as the teaching of
Vatican II. He knows and

hasises that the astery
can be as far removed as the
market-place  from monastic
contemplation, and he would
subscribe fully to the old dic-
tum that the cowl does not
make the monk. He is insistent
that we must get down to the
very essence and meaning of
the monastic life; it must be
something positive rather than
a mere negation of the world
and its values.

It is precisely here that the
present reviewer sees two basic
weaknesses in  Merton's case.
‘While he is emphatic that the
monk must enter his monastery
with positive values, Merton
consistently looks over his
shoulder to hit out at what he
would term the negative values
which the monk has left behind.
This consistent and zll-too-
obvious rejection of worldly
values returns time and time
n in Merton’s writing to
weaken the case he is making
for a positive monastic voca-
tion. It is as if the humanist in
Merton (and he was a humanist
in the very best sense of the
word) refused to accept fully
that the values of the world
are really minus quantities. We
have here the current Christian
ambivalence towards “the
world”.

The other weakness in Mer-
ton’s case is no less serious and
is based on his own personal

experiences. For some years
before his death, Merton had
dreamt in terms of the
eremitic life — the life of
total solitude, whereby the
monk went out into the

woods near his monastery, to
live alone with God. In Con-
templation In A World of
Action, Merton seems at times
to find himself unable to de-
fend the monastic life in gene-
ral—there is an explicit “I
don’t know"” on page 332—and
so he tends to move to the de-
fence of the life of absolute
solitude which he had himself
embraced before he died. It is
again an ambivalence which
weakens his writing as far as
the ordinary form of monastic
living is concerned. Perhaps if
he had lived he might have
clarified his thoughts on the
two types of life.

This book of Thomas Mer-
ton costs £5.50. As many poor
monks will undoubtedly say,
God be with the days when you
could buy the whole Summa of

£1.50

Thomas Aquinas for the same
amount of money.

> £3.00.

. The Confessions of Arséne Houssaye.
Translated and edited by Henry Knepler.

Victor

ARSENE HOUSSAYE
prodigiously trivial and, like
scum, settled up over the
cream. A Bohemian hack of
the 1830s, he greased his way
through the jet set of his day
to the directorship-by-inadvert-

was

ence of the Comé Fran-
caise. Man About Paris, his
much abridged Confessions,

reads like a publisher’s blurb.
Time marches on, names diop

like flies in unilluminating
anccdotes  about  ** friends "'}
Lamartine, Musset, Nerval,

itier, Ba will T go on?
—Victor Hugo, Delacroix and
their  whores  served up  as
accessories to Houssaye s
career, recounted with the sc
enhancing irony of the demi-
monde salon.

It is interesting what a4 man
in his sixties will choose to
recall for his memoirs. But
Louis Napoleon's was the age
of memoirs, they scritbied
from grottoes in Chaoteau-
briand’s OQutre-Tombe, every-
body making an appearance as
everybody clse’s groupie, traf-
ficking in  each other for
capital gains. One was living
in interesting times, one was
bound to be interesting one-
self. The evidence was incon-
trovertible; a  recurrence  of
regimes, a succession of styles,
people with pasts, people with
futures, and 200 years of show-
ing heaven and earth how to
think, look, feel, win, lose and

behave.

It is said that in the 1850s

Paris fatally accepted the evid-
ence and became capital of the
world, the better to ignore the
world entirely. The sentiment

is no stranger to  Dublin.
Certainly from the Second
Empire dates Paris’s infatua-

tion with itself, its final ccol

from Provincial
from her neighbours,
from the uncampic-

distance
France,
at  last
hending planct.

Thus encourzged, Houssaye
was no success (or failure: he
had no aims). He looked upon
whatever befell him as a bless-
in and prospered-—not because
he knew ecverybody but be-
cause everybody knew him as
unscrupulous, crapulous,
vacuous and harmless, suffused
with airy venality, the stuff of

meteoric rises. Man  About
Paris sketches his trajectory
and too casily inspices com-

parisons with other, nearer men
about town. The world always
everywhere

and 1hounds

in

tates their enemies. They are
burgeoning mediocrity’s aces in
the hole.

That, too, emerges from such
passages as “Victor Hugo, the
Emperor, and 1,” or from page
after throbbing page of locker-
room machismo, with women
as proof of one’s muscle in
front of other men. Dumas fils
captures the whole boyish, rib-
tickling sense of this stuff in
his preface to Houssaye's last
two volumes:

Accidents Of Empire

Gerard Lyne

THE IMPERIAL

Empire, 1775-1969. Col

DREAM :

British C
. £2.50.

monwealth  and

IRISHMEN MAY feel startled
at the opening assertion by the
author of the work under re-
i to the effect that the
pire was a product
of accident rather than design.
It is, however, true that the
Empire was to a quite remark
able extent the creation of pri-
vate enterprise operating inde-
pendently of central govern-
ment control, (The British East
India Company's conquest of
India is a case in point.)
Britain's insulanity enabled
her to develop along lines very
different from those of most
mainland European countries.
She could afford to dispense

with a large standing army
— always a threat to civil
erty in any country — and

escaped in consequence the dis-
ciplinarianism and bureaucracy
which  characterise  military
states.  Secure  behind  the
“wooden walls” of her navy,
her vigorous maritime trading
economy developed from the
time of the Tudors along lines
of free enterprise individual-

ism. The founders of her em-
pire were not, as  were the
French, bureaucrats dispatched
by governmeny with blue-prints
for colonisation, but rather
hardy independent  merchant
adventurers, greedy for gain by
fair means or foul and unlikely
to tolerate undue interference
from the home government,
save when it suited their inter-

a sense, therefore, the
ntilisg s which domi-
nated Britain and her empire
in the I8th century were an
won.  Mr. Grierson  de-
how the American
Revolution, coupled with the
influence  of Adam  Smith’s
Wealth of Nations and the
triumph of laissez faire econo-
mic theory ensured that the
new empire of Victoria’s day
accorded more closely with the
native genius for private enter-
prise. While in the 18th century
the British Empire was centred
to westwards on the American
colonies, in the 19th its focus
shifted decisively eastwards o

Arséne

Have you told everything?
- That would be awful.
When 1 see what goes on
around me [ see myself a
saint; when I recall what has
happened within me 1 see
myself a monster. Don't tell
anybody.
One  bestseller  scratches
another’s  back, everything's
bonbons and boudoirs, for to-
morrow is regime;
why not ?
This is a tin
Knepler's

another

y book ? Mr.
intentions in  pro-

viding it are unspecific. There
sympathy
approach

neither
pleasure in his
Houssaye, no i
temperamental no
fastening upon kinks or singu-
larities. He s Houssaye
knew simply eve but
everything  Houssaye wrote
about those we'd like to know
better ourselves is apo

everybod,

is nor

to

5

a

ybody,

e
hear about el
in their memo
still, Mr. Knepler as trans
rais no modest hope

rescuing Houssaye from n.

Mr. Knepl

15 empl

interesting nction between
the treatment meted out by
Britain at this period to her
colonists of Anglo-Saxon stock,
and that accorded the coloured
and foreign peoples under her
sway. British influence in Aus-
l.mh.\, New Zealand and Anglo-
Saxon Canada was based on
senuine moral  and  cultural
ties. Very different, however,
was the strongly patriurchal
and even  racialist attitude
which set the tone of British
rule in India

Imperialism,

Mr.  Grierson
claims, never really caughy on
with the English masses save
during  the  brief “Jingoist™
period commencing with Dis-
racli and ending with the Boer
War. The author
“Jingoism”,  rather
ably, as a defensive reaction
by the English public to the
knowledge that Britain  had
passed her zenith as a world
power,

Ultimately, as he rightly
pomnts out, the empire’s dis-
organised growth contained the
seeds of inevitable disolution.
The process was speeded up
when after 1870 the mother
country's free trade emporium
went into decline. Attempts by
Joseph  Chamberlain  in  the
carly 1900s to offset increas
centrifugal forces by devising
an imperial solution along lines
of federalism and tariff reform
proved futile in the face of
growing colonial nationalism
and divergent economic  in-
terests. The imperial solidarity

interprets
question-

Houssaye

head of hun
Institute  of
haps Houssaye's, a
art and letters, is the
accessible to  Mr

regular clients
Knepler di
because i
Mr. Knepler does

nities at llinojs

rt most
Knepler's
Perhaps Mr,
id Man About Paris
the kind of thing

I mean no

spe irrever-
ence to academ folkways:
there’s a certain provid n-
ertia in the ny
licensed professional. Still, it i
odd that so superfluous a docu-

ment should have been so in-
consequentially
nothing more comp
it than that it's there
Of course. This s just the
book for your grisette in Glas-

mooning
Houssaye
nor
exactly

do while

one
what you'd
she’s mun
chocolates or
thoughtfully
The

translation is just that

was transient. The:
nomic depression
apathy in
set the sta

lowering  ceremonies

formed so marked a
British public life d
'50s and '60s. (The Suez erisis
the author claims, hastened

considerably the emergence of
an independent al

Mr. Grierson is to be coms
mended for providing a fairly
objective bird's-eye view of a
vast and complex subject. Of
essity, he has had to be
ly selective, and his work
suffers from the distor~
tions which excessive generalis
Sations give rise to. He says
\hLI]‘p\\il\llng[\' little  about
Ircland, and ‘that fiutle unim=
portant and sometimes down-
right inaccurate. He seeks 10
exonerate Britain from having
consciously pursued a policy of
divide and rule” though he
admits her presence in other
countries frequently did have
r'u\‘»r:l'l'ccl. Moreover, her con-
cessions  to  self-government
proved nearly always too little
and too late, and in India,
British reluctance to pack up
helped foster the present divi-
sion between that country and
Pakistan.

One may agree with the
author that such accidents of
empire were not premeditated,
but, as we lrish have reason
1o know, they have proved
pretty permanently painful and
crippling to the victim nations
just the same.

also




Supér Frost

Gay Byrne

DAVID FROST. By Wwilli Frischauver,
£2.20.

Michael Joseph,

MOST PERFORMERS — tele-
vision, radio, stage—are gener-
ally believed to have one thing
in common: an overpowering
dislike for all other performers,
in particular those who might
conceivably be considered as
being in the same line of busi-
ness.  So let me say straight
away that 1 have been an
admirer of David Frost since
he first began to begin. I
admire s lively intelligence,
his obvious brain-power, his
professionalism, his ready wit,
hs ability in presentation and

bs sheer physical enthusiasm
and stamin I also admire his
total dedic to David Frost

and his s
men

Frost

wd business acu-

Anyone who thinks
s not good at what he
s not thinking too clearly:
s undoubted talent, albeit,
nost successful people, he
he luck to be in the right
it the right time, just
someone happened to be
: for his kind of thing.
But have used opportuni-
ties as well as he, and cven
fewer have come out at the far
end stil smiling and still in
business

About the only area in which
he is ill-served s in the matter
of biographers. 1 hay recol-
lection of something  closely
akin 1o a biography of David
Frost a few years ago by
Anthony Jay, in paperback.
This new effort—at over £2—is
a much more posh production,
complete with photographs, but
they have one thing in com-
mon: an awful, cloying, sugary,
sticy  sycophancy  which [
find totally- incomprehensible,
I cannot belicve that this is at
the request of Mr. Frost him-
self for he deserves much better
and is worthy far more.
In fact this book is like some-
thing of which he would do a
superb satirical take-off and he
would be merciless with it.
Short of putting Frost forward
to Rome as a candidate for
ion Willi Frischauer
hardly have been more

obsequious.

a would think that a guy
s been in show-business
years who gallops off
the Atlantic every week
who has a business empire on
which it appears the sun never
ts and who comes up against

a helluva lot of people in the
course of living would by now
have learned even one eensy-
teensy little four-letter word to
be used in times of stress
But no — not Mr. Frost! Ac-
cording to  Frieschauer, the
strongest word of condemna-
tion about anything or anyone
he ever uses is: “ naughty.”
Yes, 1 assure you — naughty !
He never loses his  temper,
he never gets impatient, and
he never shouts at a  side-
kick.  Even after being stabbed
in the back in print, by an
erstwhile colleague, he could
only bring himself to tell the
offending one that he'd been a
bit * naughty.”

I met David Frost in Man-
chester when he was still the
regular  boyfriend of  that
gorgeous creature Janette Scott:
he “monopolised her” as the
Irish saying goes, for more
years than cither of them care
to remember and it seemed at
the time that he breathed a sigh
of rekef when out of the blue
and almost in the space of an
hour, she met and married Mel
Torme, the American

er.
Since then, David has  had
more girl-friends than BOAC
Atlantic flights.  With anyone

clse. this might be taken un-
charitably as an indication of
sex mania, but Mr. Frischauer
eets pretty close to suggesting
that in David's case his strong
Methodist religion compels him
to share himsell around as
much as possible—nay, to wear
himself out in his efforts to
bring a little ray of sunshine
into as many female lives as
possible. Tt is to be hoped that
Diahann  Carroll, that delec-
table coloured TV actress, who
is the current Frost companion,
will smarten his hump or cure
his cough or whatever the ex-

pression is. It looks likely
too: omniously, she’s been
brought home to meet mother.
Oh, that reminds me — of
course, he's so good to the
mammy as well.

And do you know how come
he’s so good with women (apart
from Mum, that is)?

Mrs. Bryan Forbes, a close
friend: “ Having observed him
50 often, it is obvious that they
are captivated by his total
absorption with them. When
he is with & girl she is the only
one in the world for him—or
at least, that is how he makes
her feel.” Now, THERE'S a
discovery ! If I read that just
once more about anybody else
I'll go mad.

Enough! He's a bright boy
and deserves  his incredible
success. The days, times, dates
and circumstances of the Frost
saga from birth to pinnacle are
all in this book in correct order
and in great detail; if only one
did not have to wade through
all the gooey morass of eulopy
to get to it. After all, a guy
of thirty-two who's done what
Frost has done and who's had
TWO biographies written about
him doesn’t need it. The writ-
ing itsell is straightforward in
 childish sort of way—even to
the inevitable cliche at the end:
“If for no other reason, this
last page of David Frost is not
the end. Tt is only the begin-
i Now. hands up all those
aw  that Jast sentence

-

coming

We are told that Mr. Fris-
chauer has already written bio-
graphies of Onassis, Hermann
Goering and Heinrich Himm-
fer. T hope for his own sake
he’s a man of many styles. T
just can’t wair for Goering
1o become one of my favourite
people. !

Private Faces And
Public Places

Tom Halpin

THE DIARY OF SAMUEL P
Robert Latham and William Mathews.,

Lid. £7.50.

“PYS, Vols. IV and V. FEd.
G. Bell and Sons

IF SAMUEL PEPYS had
never written a diary, his name
would still be remembered. At
a time when English commer-
cial enterprise was beginning
to make itself felt all over the
globe, laying the foundations of
an empire, Pepys was engaged
in strength 1g the instrument
which made possible the estab-
lishment and maintenance of
that empire—the Royal Navy.
Associated with the Naval
Office for nearly thirty yecars,
and appointed eventually to the
combined posts of First Lord
and Secretary of the Admiralty,
he fought a constant battle
against corruption and malad-
ministration. When he retired
from the service in 1689 (to
spend the remaining fourteen
years of his life adding to and
cataloging his famous collec-
tion of books and Mss.) he
had doubled the Navy's fight-
ing strength and bequeathed
an indispensable administrative
machine.

This not the achieve-
ment of a professional seaman,
but of the son of a tailor who
began work under the Com-
monwealth as a clerk of the
Treasury, a junior civil ser-
vant. He rose not only to a
position of power in the Naval
Office, but also to become the
confidant  of two  kings,
Charles 11 and James II, a
member of Parliament, and the

-q\w

friend of such men as John
Dryden, Christopher Wren and
Isaac Newton (some of whose
most important work was pub-
lished by the Royal Society
during Pepy's term as presi-
dent). However the system of
patronage facilitated his pro-
gress, it did so because Pepys
was recognised as a man of
extraordinary ability, amount-
ing to genius, in matters of
administration.

Something of the nature of
that genius can be appreciated
by a reading of the two
volumes of his famous Diary
under review.  These volumes
are part of a new and complete
transcription( something never
attempted before) of the ori-
ginal, skillfully edited and
beautifully produced; when
complete, the edition will run
to nine volumes of text and
footnotes, a tenth volume of
comentary and a volume of
index. The original diary was
written between 1660 and 1669,
entirely in shorthand, until
some trouble with his eyesight
forced Pepys to abandon it.

Although conceived as a
completely private record, the
Diary does nevertheless give
one the impression that it was
written for public consumption,
for posterity. This impression is
conveyed by the characteristic
style of the writing—it is buoyant
confident, optimistic. The style,
one feels, is that of a man

assured of certain certainities,
of a man as positive of the
world’s moving forward as he
himself was concerned  with
moving upwards. The attention
to detail, a hallmark of the
Diary, as well as his ferret-
like curiosity, his boundless
energy and enthusiasm, per-
haps reflect a particular quality
of Pepys’ personality: his in-
dustry and devotion to duty
in the execution of his daily
affairs. These are the virtues
of a midle-cluss ethic, and a
midle class ethos was what the
England of the 16605 had be-
come, after thirty years of re-
ligious and political strife, civil
war and Cromwellian govern-

”~

ment. Pepy's prose, clear and
business-like, corresponds  to
the kind of writing required of
members of the Royal Society
(itself & phenomenon of these
yeurs)—"u close, naked, natural
way of speakir inging
all thing the mathe-
matical plainness as they can,
and preferring the lang e of
artisans, countrymen and mer-
chants before that of wits and
scholars (Sprat, History of the
Royal Society, 1667). Detoe, a
contemporary of Pepys, was
significantly the first English
novelist: and the novel is ulti-
mately concerned  with  the
effects on the human spirit of
the quiet shifting and conflict-
ing of classes brought about
by the importance of mon )
a social element. Significantly,
the novel has been most fully
developed  in predominantly

middle-class societies. If Pepys
is often self-conscious and un-
easy about his position in g

milieu traditionally aristocr:
he  consoles  himself nd
nourishes his ambition at the
end of every month by calcu-
lating his wealth—*1 stayed up
long, and find myself, as 1

think, fully worth £670. So
to  bed,

with  good comfort

finding that though it be but
little, yet I do get ground every
month. I pray God it may con-
tinue so with me.”

Pepys is very much a type
of New Man, representative
of a society that regarded itself
as the beginning of a new age.
It was also, to use in that
vexed term, markedly middle-
class.  The criterion of de-
velopment in that society was
actual, concrete %
The  suc of its
growing  self-confidence  were
murked by the organisation of
& commercial empire, the man-
agement of an industrial revo-
lution and the shaping of the
very world we live in today.
More and more, the strength and
encrgy of the economy has be-
come an end in itself. Remark-
ing on the intimate relation of
the novel to the kind of society

achiever
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Frost in action, with Sophia Loren, Shirley McClaine and
Loretto Scott King, illustrations from David Frost, a
bi phy by Willi Frisch Michael Joseph. £2.20.

it represents most forcefully,
an American critic pointed out
that “the greatness of Grear
Expectations begins in its title:
modern society bases itself on from the cellarage.

great expectations  which, if And the sounds and smells
every they are realised are get their umque tone and
found to exist by reason of a peculiar odour from the pre-
sordid, hidden reality. The real sence of Pepys himself. The
thi not the gentility of Diary, in many ways, resembles
Pip’s life, but the hulks and a great  amorphous novel,
murder and decay in the cel-  which, of course, in one sense
larage of the novel.” it is—it records in detail a
All this has relevance to  whole culture, a particular life
Pepy’s Diary, and not only be-  style and an individual's rela-
cause the critic quoted above is  tion to it, and in so doing ex-
remarking on a book which poses the raw material from
casts a cold eye on a way of  which two centuries of novel-
life of which Pepys is an early  ists have drawn. Even the kind
representative. The Diary s, of relation Pepys has to his
above all, an invaluable social  world foreshadows the tension
history, not simply in terms of  between public mores and pri-
the large movements of civi-  vate will, one of the handful
lisation in which Pepys, the of themes with which fiction
public man, was intimately in-  has concerned itself,

volved, but in terms of the very
sounds and smells of a culture,
its hum and buzz of impica-
tion—the smells that leak up

mune which

£2.20

£1.50

Auberon Waugh
A BED OF FLOWERS

The fiction reviewer of the Spectator and political
Private Eye has written a strange and enchanting tale
is under
powerful men in Britain,
Published on Monday.

Spike Milligan
ADOLF HITLER:
My Part In His Downifall

‘'l have earache on both sides from

laughing. ; “A consummately professional piece
Sunday Times of ‘work, - continuously interesting
The best-selling book that describes and amusing . . . enormously read-
Spike Milligan’s hilarious wartime able.

experiences. Irish Times
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correspondent for

of life in a com-

the patronage of one of the richest and most

Brian Cleeve
CRY OF MORNING

Ireland’s Number One best-selling
novel.

£2.325
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PAN PAPERBACKS pub-
hshe_d this Spring include a
special “lrish interest” series,

including  the third and
ﬁ\.urlh parts  of  Sean
O’Casey’s autobiography,

Drums Under The Window
and [Inishfallen Fare Thee
Well, and Walter Macken's
The Bogman, all priced at
35p. They also have two
books of Frank O'Connor’s
short stories, 4 Life of Your
Own, and Masculine Protest,
which consist of the stories
firsl published by Macmillans
in 1969 under the title Col-
lection Three,

HOWEVER, the paperback
which is likely to dominate
this year’s bestseller lists, at
least in Ireland, is the Pen-
guin Special, Ulster, written
by the Sunday Times Insight
team, and published last
week at 40p, with a hard-
back version from Andre
Deutsch at £1.95. The best
feature of the book is that it
will provide an English
audience with a readable in-
troduction to Northern Ire-
land affairs, an important
factor if you remember that
the TAM ratings of the

B.B.C.’s Ulster Tribunal pro-
gramme indicated that a
majority of British viewers
switched over  channels
within the opening half-hour
to watch a football match.

Incidentally, it's a pity that
nobody took any notice of
the mumblings of that British
General  now living in
Donegal, who quite rightly
pointed out that the B.B.C.’s
Ulster programme was
wrongly named — since the
Sunday Times team have
made the very same mistake
with this book.

Presumably, the section on
the founding of the Provos,
and the Fianna Fail/Taca
attempts to finance them,
will attract the major atten-
tion here, but was it un-
certainty of the facts or
merely lack of proof and
corroborative evidence which
resulted in the coy anony-
mity of some of the de-
scriptions : i.e. ich Dub-
lin Businessman,”

imagine we will have to wait
for Vincent Browne,
Northern Editor of the Irish
Press, to complete his history

of the Provisionals, which
will be published in Britain
by Andre Deutsch, and by
Random House in the United
States.

TWO OTHER pamphlets on
Northern Ireland are being
published in the next week
or two. The first is Ireland
Unfree, by Bob Purdie, dedi-
cated to Peter Graham, the
young Trotskyite murdered
in Dublin before Christmas.
The pamphlet, published by
the International  Marxist
Group at 30p, has a forward
by Gerry Lawless. The other
pamphlet is being produced
by journalist Seamus
O Tuathail; called Massacre
at Derry”; collects some
hundred eye-witness accounts
of the Derry shootings, with
the intention of counter-
acting  or correcting  the
massive propaganda exercise
mounted by the British.

IN MY SELECTION of
books from the Irish Pub-
lishers” Spring list in the last
issue, 1 overlooked one of
the most interesting, to which
the present Northern trouble
gives a good deal of im-
portance and topicality: The
Anglo-Irish  and the New
Ireland: Southern Unionism
1886 - 1922, by Patrick Buck-
land, published next June by
Gill and Macmillan at £4.00.
Buckland, who lectures in
history at Liverpool Univer-
sity, is somecthing of a

specialist on the subject; he
has edited [Irish Unionism
1885 - 1923, and Gill and
Macmillan will publish his
Ulster Unionism in October
of this year. Another book

allied to the subject, nla‘o
promised  for  June, IS
Terence de Vere White

history of The A-llmln-lr‘h,
which Gollancz publish, price
£3.00, and which broadcaster
Brian Inglis, author of West
Briton, will be reviewing in
these pages. At the opposite
end of the social (if not
always the political) scale,
Gollancz publish A History
of the Irish Working Class,
by P. Beresford Ellis, which

James Plunkett, author of
Strumpet City, will be re-
viewing in the following
issu

LATER THIS MONTH,
Weidenfeld and  Nicolson

publish C. L. \nl/hcrucr"&
The Last of the Giants, it-
self a giant of a book, over
s, at £6.00. Sulz-

formerly chief
correspondent of the
New York Times, now writes
a column on foreign affairs
for that paper; the giants of
the title are de Gaulle and
Churchill, but the book is
really a diary of the author’s
travels and meetings  with
political leaders throughout
the world, from 1954 to
1963. His pen sketches of
some of the natives are in-

e —— e ————————————

ur;zm;/glllﬂa: “He rose hurl:;
briskly, but the poor ol

man is so blind that he L:X'
tended his hand off "'."f’
angle . . . he Is mu_wvc.
although he is almost c;ghlz,
still well over Six feet and,
except for his eyesight, scems
remarkably preserved

1962)
y Aikens “Tall, handsome,
well-built  man of military

bearing . . » he strikes me as
sincere, thoughtful, honest.
Sean Lemass: “Short, wiry,
hard-looking . . - spoke Jogic
and commonsense . . .
APART FROM the fact that
I disapprove of cultural fes-
tivals on the grounds that
they offer people an excuse
to ignore whalever cultural
thing the festival is about for
the rest of the year, they also
present an impossible chal-

lenge of endurance and
stamina. Just when I was

es of early
putting in a series of early

nights, to limber up for the
Theatre Festival marathon, 1
realised that thanks to the
Dublin  Arts
Clo '72, the first
fair, there are an impos

tival, and

bly

large number of ts
crammed into the -k
or two. For the physically
nt the details :

Wedne March Ist —
1.10 p.m. Poetry: Eilean Ni
Chuilleanain nd Macdara
Woods. City Hall. 8 p.m.

Literary Dublin .in the 20

and '30°s, with Roger
McHugh, Michael Macl iam.
moir, Francis Stewart,

Mervyn Wall. Tailors’ Hal),
8 p.m. Celtic writers and
publishers’ discussion, Ireland
House.

Thursday, March 2nd .
1.10 p.m. Poetry. Paul Muyr.
ray, Gerard Smyth. City
Hall. 8 p.m. Writers in [re-
land and Irish Writers: Put.
rick Boyle, Leslie Charteris,
Brian Cleeve, Constantine
Fitzgibbon, Ernest Gabler,
Wolf Mankowitz.

Friday, March 3rd — 1,10

p.m. Poetry. Thomas Tessier,
Peter allon, Micheal
O hUanachain. City Hall. 8

p.m. Irish Poetry in Transla-
tion. Ireland House,

Sunday, March Sth —
Ulster Poets. Seamus Heaney,
John He James S
mons. Tailors’ Hall

Monday, March 6th-—119
p.m. Poetry. Michael Smith,
I'revor Joyce. ( Hall. 8
pan. “Irish Poetry Now
Project Gallery

Tuesday, March 7th —
1.10 p.m. Poetry: Haydn
Murphy, Leland Bardwell
City Hall. 8 pm. Gaelic
Poetry: Mairtin O Direain
Sean O Tuama. Tailors
Hall

Thursday, March 9th —

Future of Irish
Major Clo

Ireland House.

NEW. NOVELS
John Broderick ™

THERE ARE TIMES when I think that a religious

revival is on its way.

Not the moderate one 1 would

favour in which individual differences are respected;
but something of a particularly virulent sort, rather

like the

Counter-Reformation.

This idea usually

strikes me when I read some of the literature of the
day, of which the two books under review are a typical
example. It is the writing of a civilisation in extremity.
Beyond it I can see nothing except self-destruction; or
a feeling of disgust so powerful that if it turns to
reform will make St. Augustine’s ideas upon hell
appear like the flabby sermon of a complacent priest.

Hubert Selby, Jr. (who is the senior, I wonder ?),
js a writer of tremendous power, which he uses with

terrifying effect.

His “ Last Exit to Brooklyn” made

Jean Genet look like the Marie Corelli of fu‘ggmry;
and his new novel, The Room,* gave me the impres-
sion of 2 man about to break through a monastery

door.

I know it is fashionable to say that all books

which use four-letter words freely are highly moral

in content.

This is an illusion, since most of them

simply cater to the worst instincts of the reader. But

The Room is a very different proposition,

For one

thing, it is not easy to read; the author makes no
concession 1o popular taste and the passionate feeling
which lies beneath it seems to me to be utterly

genuine.

It deals with the fantasies of a man locked in a

jail cell awaiting trial on an unspecified charge.

His

thoughts as he lies on his bunk, or stares at the grey
wall, or inspects the pimple on his jaw are almost
entirely preoccupied with the vengeance he will wreak

on the police for their behaviour to him.

Some of

those fantasies are so awful that I had the greatest

difficulty in reading them.

If man can descend to

this level, then there is no hope for him unless he

accepts Newman’s

“terrible aboriginal

calamity.”

Without original sin there would be no destruction. I
find it difficult to understand Mr. Selby’s pathological
hatred of the police. Why them, instead of the politi-
cians ? After all, the police are as much victims of the

system as Mr. Selby’s hero.

Be that as it may, while

his treatment of them and their families is utlerly
nauseating, the closing pages of the book are decply

moving.

For one thing, one does not write a blas-

phemous version of the Lord’s Prayer without a very
strong religious feeling; and again, it takes a writer
of great talent to make us suddenly feel pity for a

man who has indulged in such fantasies,

This hap-

pens when he realises that he is ulterly alone, that
the friends he had imagined would help him do not
exist, and that he has nothing to go on with except

his own racked body, into which all the indignities he

has heaped upon his keepers in his mind have now

flowed.

understood i
sort of re
he trns to it.
heterosexual;

I mi
which is

It is an acceptance of oneself of a particu-
larly extreme kind: the Desert Fathers

would have

which is what makes me fearful of the
ion Mr, Selby would advocate if and when
ht add that the book is entirely
itself

a remarkable tour-de-

force after the author's first book.
If Mr. Selby has enormous talent, Ken Kesey has

2 touch of genius.
Nest**

One

Flew
first appeared ten years ago and is now

Over the Cuckoo's

reprinted after it has become a sort of folk classic in

Americs

. Itis a modern myth and I am not sure

that it is not in its own way even better than The

Magic Fountain.

The Room is a howl of protest at

modern inhumanity : Kesey's book is a cool, clean,
almost sexless fable. It reminds me a great deal of

Swift.

The story is told through the medium of an Indian

half-breed in an American lunatic

man:
by pre

sylum, who has

eed 10 survive years of the brain-washing process
ending that he is deaf and dumb.

or that is

what the staff of the institution have dedicated their

lives to
be rendered
society.

harmless

n

the author's cool,

called McMurphy, one

creations in modern literature.,
represents society itself, is personified in the cf

of the * Big Nurse,”
fun and
be as

prove that Mr. Kese
reminding me of Swift.

the Irishman has been

peace of mind,

pock

*THE ROOM. By Hubert Selby, Jr,

Boyars Ltd. £2.50,

**ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO'S NEST.
Ken Kesey. Calder and Boyars Ltd,

brain-washing the inmates so that the:
members
To achieve this they even resort to brain
surgery, so that the patient may be dismissed as a
, clean-living, conventional American citizen,
Into this hell-house, made all the n

[
<

In the end ¢ 1

defeats MeMurphy by operating on e Auitiian
Indian kills him, unable to bear the sigl
made into, and makes
escape back to his native place.
with a little shudder of horror,
tion for the author’s undoubted genius, for o

Is society really heading this way ?

books sent me back to dip into the Con
St. Augustine, which 1 sometimes do

y may

of the consumer

wre horrible by

satirical descriptions, a new patient
explodes, a red-headed, roistering,

fun-loving Irishman
the finest tragi-comic
The Institution, which
laracter

a lady who does not approve of
mes and likes everything

ntiseptic as herself.
and the whole system by simply m.
This provides us with Some
is a

g and everybody to
McMurphy attacks ~her
; aking fun of her,
hilarious scenes, which
at comic write in

his brain; the
ht of the thing
his
. Lleft down the hook
in spite of my admira-
enius it is,
These two
fessions of
for my own

A few more books like them and 1
will carry the Confessions around permanent!
L il only in the interest of self-protecti
by then I will know that sure as God
apples the Inquisition is on its way.

y in my
on.  For
made little

Calder and

By
£2.50,
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FRANCIS LEDWIDGE,

Curtayne. Martin Brian and O'Keefe. £2 50,
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Two Great Republicans

Breandan O Cathaoir

THE MIND OF AN ACTIVIST: James

Dudley Edwards,

Gill and Macmillan.

Connolly.
£1.00.

By Owen

THE RIDDLE OF ERSK| NE  CHILDERS. By Michael

Mclnerney,

E. & T. O'Brien.

THESE ESSAYS
that Connolly and Childers
(father of An Tanaiste) had
much in common. The two men
were born in Britain, each con-
tributed significantly to the
Easter Week Rising and both
died by firing squad. From
differences  in background,
temperament and, indeed con-
tribution they arrived at a lofty
concept of Irish republicanism.
Connolly spent his life in the
service of humanity: he saw
the Irish national struggle as

remind us

rMarket Pl;c?s_

an important factor in the
achievement of international
socialism. Childers had a long
road to travel, from his Protes-
tant  ascendancy background
and imperial unionist politics,
to execution by the Free State
authorities in 1922. However,
he came (o see the Orange-Tory
alliance as the chief barrier to
progress in these islands, He
also became convinced that the
breaking of England’s hold on
Ireland was an essential pre-
lude to the establishment of a

world-wide order of indepen-
dent nations.  Connolly and
Childers  were  motivated by
love free of narrow-minded-
ness, revenge and hatred (ex-
cept of injustice).

The Mind of an Activist is
an_edited version of the Con-
nolly Centenary lecture deliv-
ered by Owen Dudley Edwards
in 1968 at ihe invitation of the
Irish  Congress  of  Trade
Unions. Its appearance in book
form has been enhanced by
further thoughts from the
author, erudite notes, his con-
siderate dedication and a num-
erous list of acknowledgements.

Mr, Edwards speaks as an
historian, a political scientist,
a sociahist and a Catholic. His
accomplishment of this feat re-
mains instructive and entertain-
ing. He is mainly concerncd
with  proving that  Connolly
was a Roman Catholic and sees
its relevance as demonstrating
that Catholics pot only can, but
ought to be socialists, His rhe-
foric and scholarship  withers
those of the extreme left and
right who, on the one hand
deny Connolly's religion and
on the other overlook  his
socialism. In spite of lapses
into subjectivity, such as attri-

Michael Mclnerney

buting the denunciation of
socialism by Thomas Finlay,
S.J.. to a Maynooth audience,
Mr. Edwards sustains his ar-
gument convincingly. He bril
out  furthermore, Connol
serenity, humour and recepti-
vily to new ideas, and con-
cludes with ingenuity by link-
ing him to the Shechy Skeff-
ington rather than to the phy-
sical force tradition.

We are indebted to Mr.
Mclnerney, political correspon-
dent of the [Irish Times, for

rescuing the mind of Erskine
Childers from obscurity, This
stimulating essay is based on
newspaper  articles  which
marked  another  centennial
(that of Childers’ birth in 1970).
Mr. Mclnerney’s research is
also represented in The Riddle
of Erskine Childers by the in-
clusion of a 1922 republican
pamphlet and original material,

This slim volume, the first
(presumably) in a “Men of
Ireland” series, while excel-
lently illustrated, is  badly
bound and contains no price
or contents pi The impact
of the book is lessened slightly
by a repetition of its author’s
credulous views on British pol-
icy towards Ireland. Recent
actions by the British army in
Northern Ireland  show how
little changed since 1912,
and it is incorrect to state that
a “mutiny” took place at the
Curragh when regiments sta-
tioned there were ordered
northwards. Westminster has
yet to confront reactionary
unionism,

However, these pages portray
the  “high-minded”, “noble”,
“unselfish™ spirit of Childers.
Although still a Liberal and
Home Ruler, but angered by
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the surrender of Asquith to
Carson’s blackmail, he cap-
tained the Asgard which landed
guns at Howth and “made 1916
possible” two years later. After
serving with distinction in the
h forces during the First
World War, he renounced a
life of case and placed his re-
markable talents in the service
of the Republic. From then on
he worked night and day,
chiefly as a propagandist and
adviser making the justice of
the Irish cause known in Bri-
tain and throughout the world.
The generosity of Childers is
seen in his defence of the Boer
general, Christian de Wet, in
1901, against the accusations
of Fleet Street. and in his obi-
tuary to Griffith at the height
of the Civil War describing
him as “a great Irishman™. The
object of malice, aspersions on
his honour must have caused
particular sorrow. But when
the end came it was “like
lying down after a long day’s
work”. His impending execue
tion evoked such pravers as:
I die loving England and pass
sionately praying that she may
change completely and finalbr
towards Ireland . .
My beloved country [Ireland]y
God send your courage, victory
and rest, and to all our people

Bernard Share

EFRAIM'S BOOK.

Ralph Manheim. Cape.

By Alfred Andersch. Transiated by
£2.95.

SPRING NIGHT. By Tarjei Vesaas. Translated by Kenneth

Chapman. Peter Owen.

PEOPLE OF THE PUSZTA.
Chatto and Windus, £1.50.

by G. F. Cushing.

£2.10.

By Gyula lilyés. Translated

THE TEMPTATION, con-
fronted with Europe, to read
Iiterature as sociology is strong,
and perhaps it shouldn’t be
altogether resisted. The Nor-
way of Vesaas and the Hun-
gary of lllyés belong to the oid
order, s 2s for evenls in
communities so shut in upon
themsclves that they seem fitted
to resnst any imaginable inter-
polation into the continuum of
tradition. Yet Norway sees its
cheap ski parties, and Hun-
gary s communist revolution has
replaced the feudal Puszta by

the collective farm. The skiers,
it may said, come and go,
leaving litle but a wreck of

hedonistic débris; and life on a
collective, for all we can guess
at, might differ little in quality

from the obstinatc richness of
the inherited peasant fabric.
Set  against  that however,

Alfred Andersch’s Ephraim, the
modern cosmopolitan, born a
Jew in  wartime Germany
brought up a Protestant in
post-war Britain, a newspaper
man, a cat who walks by him-
self and to whom all places are
unevocatively alike. Europe
shrinks under his jaundiced eye
to the dimensions of a back
yard. Even his own alicnation
fails genuinely to move him: he

feels little for his parents,
killed in a concentration camp,
little more for his marriage,

which he is allowing to die
almost like a controlled experi-
ment with a couple of rats. He
is writing a book about it a}l
which is inside a book he is
writing about writing the book.
Andersch plays Nabokovian
tricks with the novel, but he is
not writing exclusively, like
many of the experimenters,
about writing a novel. He, and
his hero, are replacing lost tra-
ditions with intricate palterns.
i we are going into Europe
heart and mind and cullure we
will be s couple of jumps ahead
of them. of course, since Joyce
and Beckeit have already re-
duced us 1o the human CONSIS~
foncy of shredded wheat: but

will it come to that? Spring
Night was written in 1954,
People of the Puszia twenty
years earlier, and both breathe
4 confident regionalism that it
is difficult to imagine being
wiped out by much less than

five pgenerations of Brussels
bureaucrats Both  were, of
course, written in flourishing
minority languages. We shall
see

Enough of pscudo-sociology.

These three novels make the

clear point that our possible
commiiment to Europe, il we
take it seriously, will involve
a commitment o read a preat
deal of very good wnting.
Andersch is immensely accom-
plished in the sophisticated
manner, brilliantly skilful wih
both hand and heart. Vesaus's
is the art that dentes art, a
story of a strange midsummer’s
night’s nightmare which hangs
dizilly and spell-bindingly on
the very edge of naveté. Some-
where in between is the extra-
ordinary the landless
peasants of the Puszta, slavesin
everything but name, yet enjoy-
ing an unmistakeable Anglo-
Irish  relationship  with  their
lords and masters, fighting the
battle of Calvinists und Catho-
lics over rather too familiar
territory.  One marvels at the
strength and resilience of the

story of

universal peasant culture:
whereas  Ephraim’s  murror-
world of international hotels

and loveless affairs is always
threatened with a clouding-over
from the exhalation of his own

disgust, the socicty of the
Puszta  must  have absorbed
communism like it absorbed,

or ignored, the Austro-Hun-
garian cmpire and the ineffec-
tive potentates that it replaced.
Hungary, of course, won't be
at Brussels, more’s the pity.
We could learn something from
those lads abouwt keeping the
bureaucrats in their boxes —and
keeping our literature and tra-
ditions alive in a world of
multiplying cardboard replicas.

Carrolls
Numberl.

For the best

reasonof all.

@ the taste 4
of good 4=
tobacco

In fact the best, and
only the best Virginia
tobacco, hand-raised
to traditional standards,
That’s what makes
Carrolls Number the
most popular cigarette
in Ireland todav.
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= 4, ‘scipline” and that though the IR.A. and the Official
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS TAKEOVER
Terry Kelleher

SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF INTERNMENT last August, the Northern Ireland Civil Rig™ts
Association has re-emerged as the single most important anti-Unionist grouping in the Six Counties.
But while the Civil Rights platform has hardly changed at all in its five years existence — except, of
course, for the additional demand of an end to internment — the structure of the Civil Rights move-
ment has changed dramatically. Founded and originally organised by the professional middle-class,

mainly Catholics, control has now moved al

Movement.

of the C.P.L, may be misleading; in fact, they mostly

records of service in the Civil Rights movement.
THE ORIGINS of the Civil Rights movement can be traced
back to the carly 1960s. In 1963, Patricia McClusky, wife of
a Dur n doctor, organised a Homeless Citizens League,
to agitate for the housing of Catholics in a group of empty
houses in the town, and after a token sit-in, the Catholics were
granted tenancy. In January of the following vear. Dr. and
Mrs.‘ McCluskey formed the Campaign for Social Justice, to
publicise cases of discrimination in Northern Ireland. It was
agreed that the organisation would remain independent of
party politics, but might co-operate on an individual basis,
with sympathetic politicians.

In March of the same year, another group, the Working
Committee on Civil Rights in Northern Ireland, unconnected
with the McClusky's group, but with an even more loosely
mixed membership. met in Queen’s University, Belfast. Among
the members were Eamonn McCann, Bowes Egan, Barbara
Denis (now Mrs. Bowes Egan), Edward Toman (brother of
Cyril of Peoples Democracy) and Edmund Curran, Secretary
of the Conservative and Unionist Association in Queen's.

In Autumn 1966 at a meeting in Maghera, the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Association was first proposed and its
first Annual General Meeting held in February 1967: a
fourteen-member Council was elected and like the previous
organisations, the membership was mixed, mainly Catholic
middle class but including Unionists and Republicans as well.
Article 2 stated: “The aim of the Northern Ireland Givil
Rights Association shall be to assist in the maintenance of
civil liberties, including freedom of speech, propaganda and

assembly. The association shall advance measures for the
recovery and enlargement of such liberties and shall take steps
as the Association deemed necessary to that end™ and Article
3 specified that ** The Association shall be non-Party and non-
denominational.”

) 4 A 4 ¢

THE NORTHERN IRELAND Labour Party activity in
Stormont in the 1960’s had made Civil Rights demands almost
respectable, since as one of the main anti-Unionist parties,
they were the prime movers in_ the shift away from border
politics. Just how respectable N.I.C.R.A. itself was in the
Northern Ireland context can be judged from the fact that one
of the Council members, Mr. Robin Cole, was also a member
of the Young Unionist Council. Moreover, at the next AGM.
in February 1968, Cole topped the poll for re-clection to the
Council. The first year was spent in collecting evidence on the
operation of the infamous Special Powers Act and dealing
with individual complaints, along the lines of the English
association, the National Council for Civil Liberties, on which
it had been closely modelled.

However, at the 1968 A.GM. Mr. Derek Peters,
NICRA's secretary and a member of the Communist Party of
Treland, called the Special Powers Act, the “‘envy of the fascist
Government of South Africa” and the poll topping Unionist,
Robin Cole, resigned in protest. It was at this stage that the
mixed membership of the association and its executive began
to change. Some members of the Belfast Wolfe Tone Society
(unconnected with cither the Dublin or Cork Wolfe Tone
groups) began to take an interest, among them, Frank Gogarty
and Fred Heatley. There was nothing particularly sinister
about this: apart from Unionists, Republicans had the strongest
tradition of involvement in politics in Northern Ireland and
they merely began to fill the political vacuum which then
existed in the Civil Rights movement.

The tactics too began to change. In June 1968, there was
a particularly blatant example of religious d;scru‘nunalnon.
A Catholic family squatting in a Council house in Caledon, a
village in the Dungannon Rural District, was cvicted, and the
house given 10 an unmarried, nineteen-year-old Protestant girl,
Emily Beattie, who happened to be secretary to a Unionist
politician. Nationalist M.P., Austin Currie_suggested that the
C.R.A. organise a protest march from Coalisland 1o Dun-
gannon, a distance of four miles. About 4,000 people took
part, including a contingent of Queen’s University students and
the march, which carefully obeyed police orders not to enter
the Market Square and thus avoided the possibility of violence
from counter-demonstrators, passed off peacefully. Members
of the Official Republican Movement took part in the march
and even acled as stewards. The Cameron Report commented
that members of the LR.A. who acted as stewards in Civil
Ewls Marches were “efficient and exercised a high degree

Movement had members in the C.R.A..“_lhey were
‘\:y‘t’i. Indeed Cameron reports to being “impressed
< r of well-cducated and responsible people who

! involved in the Civil Rights Movement. .

ship of the LR.A. or Republican Movement did

sse preclude one from being either well-educated,

. /
5
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y to bers of the Official Republican

The disproportionately high number of Communists on the Central Executive, members
hold office on the grounds of personality and long

responsible or both. but it was clear that Cameron was com-
menting on the mixed make-up of membership in NICRA
at the time, particularly the professional Catholic middle class,
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THE SUCCESS of the Dungannon march led to a march being
arranged for Derry on October 5th, 1968. An Apprentice Boys
parade was arranged for the same day and the same roule
and the Minister for Home Affairs, William Craig, banned
both marches. NICRA decided to defy the ban. and over 2.000
people turned up for what was to hecome a significant turning
pomt. There was a bloody confrontation with the police,
Cameron reporting that the police “used their batons in-
discriminat and over seventy civilians were injured. The
Derry march had a number of important effects.

First of all it established marching as a  successful
political weapon-—15.000 people gathered in Derry for a march
the following month. It showed too that a peaceful demand
for civil ts, such as a march, would expose to the world
the violence inherent in the Northern Ireland Unionist State.,
but also that the violence which the marchers invited on
themselves was not only inevitable but itself a valid and

effective political weapon. There was another result of that
Derr: nfrontation—it provoked a protest march by Quee
Unive students to the home of William Craig, and their

ory reception there, in turn suggested another march
and a series of mass student meetings which culminated in the
birth of the Peoples’ Democracy Group. P.D. had learned the
devastating effect of exposing themselves to violence—their
reckless bravery in later marches and sit-downs which
Cameron described as “calculated martyrdom”, not un-
naturally alarmed the older, more staid members of C.R.AL
and this was to bring problems in the following year,
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FOR A VARIETY of reasons 1969 was the most crucial year
in the development of the Civil Rights Movement; most
important, it was the year which saw an almost complete
change in the make-up of membership. Ironically, the
Republican strength in the organisation increased not so much
because of their own activities but because of the more
extreme views and tactics of People’s Democracy. Through-
out 1969 a pattern emerges of splits and resignations
at local CR.A. committee level throughout the six
counties, and the resignations were usually in reaction to P.D,
policy. In March 14th for example, Dr. Raymond Shearer re-
signed from NICRA with three others, refusing to co-operate
with a proposed P.D. march, saying that NICRA was meant
to be ‘a non-party association and cannot associate with g
Political Party’. On the same day, thirteen members of Omg
CR.A. resigned including Eamonn Cunningham, Chairman,
and Joseph Wood, Secretary, saying that “we believe the
central executive no longer represents the spirit of non-
political, non-sectarian and non-violent action to which we
pledged ourselves . ., we believe NICRA is being under-
mined by extremist movements:” Others (o resign were Joseph
Cunningham, P. Deveney, Dr. Aidan Lagan, P. Posmore,
Stephen McKenna and R. C. Sullivan.

By the end of April, 1969, the paid-up membership of the
CR.A. was still only 270 there was an_annual membership
subscription of £1 at the time. Resignations and splits con-
tinued but the trend was reversed slightly when on June 4th,
four members of the Armagh C.R.A. executive, Denis Cosson,
Brian ‘Toal, Brendan O'Neill and Joe McGinlay resigned be-
cause the local committee didn’t support a P.D. march,
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AT THAT TIME as now, the demands of NICRA
were reformist, essentially the democratisation of Stormont, a
point which was to cause major disagreements, particularly
with P.D. two years later. At an all-day conference held that
May, 1969, in Co. Fermanagh, NICRA again formulated
their demands: (1) One man, one vote at local elections: 2)
Votes at 18 for local and Government elections: (3) West-
minster (o set up an independent Commission: (4) a com-
pulsory points system for housing allocations: (5) Review of
the Special Powers Act: (6) Withdrawal of the Public Order
Amendment Bill; (7) Disbandment of the Special Constabu-
Jary. And of course, they were still pledged to non-violent
action. A few days after the July 12th riots in Derry, Ivan
Cooper declared “There will have to be a purge within the
(‘iviFRighls movement. Anyone who believes in vio'ence will
have to get out”, On August 8th, five members of the Newry
CR.A. resigned because of riots in the town,

Ao

Derry, October 5th, 1968—one of the turning points 7 A Civil

and Ivan Cooper. The march was confronted by pelice, who, 1

At a meeting on August 10th, 1969, just two days be-
fore the Bogside ‘cxplosion’, the C.R.A. decided that their
Constitution should be reformed and a sub-committee, chaired
by Kevin Boyle of Queen’s University, was set up. Boyle com-
mented that the original constitution was based on London’s
Civil Liberties group but “we have completely outgrown that.”
Agreement was also reached at the meeting, that the CRA.
and P.D. would co-operate with each other.

Over twelve months, NICRA public activity
went into In the aftermath of the August riots in
Derry and t grom in Belfast, Citizens Defence Com-
mittees, Street Committ etc., sprung up in Catholic areas
throughout e six counties, and though there was a high
incidence of duplication of membership, political activity
tended to be organised at this local level. Also, the Downing
Street Declaration of August 19th, 1969, had raised hopes all
round. In retrospect it can be seen that NICRA, like every-
one else (except perhaps the Unionists) placed too much
confidence in the ability and willingness of Mr. Wilson's
Government to fulfil their reform programme: but at that
time, it was felt that since the settlement was a direct result of
Civil Rights agitation, the Civil Rights Association should
give Stormont time to implement the formula. And the
frequent visits o the North, by Wilson's Home Secretary, Jim
Callaghan, seemed to indicate’ that changes would be made

But although in 1970 the Civil Rights Association was 10
appear less frequently in the public arena, its work of con-
solidation continued. ‘As a result of fund-raising in the United
States an office was established in Belfast. a secretary was
engaged, and Kevin McCorry, a Trinity Col eraduate, was
appomnted full-time organiser. This in itself was a major
breakthrough since it allowed NICRA (o become a more
professional and efficient organisation, but this too was
lead 10 tensions later, A2

* * *

BY THE END of 1969, membership of the CRA-
executive had almost experienced a complete turnover:
December 4th, Dr. Conor McClusky, one of the fou
fathers of the Civil Rights Association, John Donaghy
Mrs. Briget Rogers, issued a statement saying that

of power in this organisation has been imf\uimﬂ "Y?M
resignation of John McAnerny and his three conservaiive®

ASSOCIAles™ . . . “we are now the only three left OB
mc;mnc who do not owe allegiance to one or other of e
politically organised groups™. They decided however he¥

would stay
14th, 1970,

T'he n_l.lin_ business of the 1970 A.GM. was to adopt o
New constitution, which was substantially the same 8 M’
previous one. Article 11 specified that: “The Norther 1
("|\f|| Bmhls Association exists o promote and nmh\(aii.”"u
'uwl rights and s justice in Northern Ireland” and
.m‘d‘nml “the association shall be attached to no
}mrl,v and shall be. non-denominational.”  The major
\:‘vll;\ the ol_d constitution was in the matter of structure.
(‘;““:31 n'( c;\lr;ll Exccutive Committee there was a R
onal AS;(\i?l\:it:‘l\ .‘cm~|m“ had been divided Into e cuch
for [_}e}:'ry and Bclf‘n';:. a5t o the ol

e Regional Counil advisory

the Central Executive (.‘on:n‘n: ?:P:;(;'A. the

on until the next A.G.M. arranged for F




ivil Rights march sets ofi, led by Fddie McAteer., Gerry Fill.

0. Lerd Cameron noted, *“ used their batons indiscriminately

of which had been increased from the fourteen to wenty-two
members, the extra eight members being representatives of the
cight Reg Associations, and be v each asso-
aation. There were special provisions for the transitional
period 1970-71 and provisions for the forr n of Regional
Associations — there must be at Jeast 100 members of NICRA
ea. at Jeast 70 10 attend the formation mee ng. for the
association 10 be recognised by the Central Executive. The

TABLE 1

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
1971 1972
Ivan Barr (Off) ....... cesesessen... Ivan Barr (Off)
Kevin Boyle (P.D.) Kevin Boyle (PD.)
Frank Gogarty (Prov.) ... Frank Gogarty (Prov.)
Rebecca McGlade (OfL) ...... Rebecca McGlade (Off.)

(Comm.) ... Edwina Stewart (Comm.)
L, i . vaszprrs Des O'Ha (Off.)
(Comm.) by Proxy Ann Hope (Comm.)

(Prov.) ... ..... Kevin McCorry (Off.)

d (Ind. T.Un.) ... Kitty O'Kane (Of)

Aidan Corrigan (Prov.) . . Rory McShane (Off.)
Sam Dowling (Off.) ............... ot Collins (Off.)
George Huxley (Ind. Liberal) . Jim Dorris (Off.)
Malachy McGurran (Off) ......... Jim Deakin (Comm.)
Liam McMillan (Off) ........ Robert O'Hagan (Off.)
Denis Casson (Off.)

by Proxy Hugh Logue (S D.L.P.)

The designations above imply sympathy with, not

membership of the particular political

grouping.

necessarily

PR — . o 10 50p, the

membership annual subscription fee was "“’“,““("‘ :nl’i\c I(',“m_
1 S o / et n the o

R & be divided equally be | (/\\\nl iation Committee.

mitiee and the appropriate Regiona
An amendment to the Constitution
tion A | spresentalion
tion of Proportional R ““. 1971 g
tive council, from 1st January, . doing something
The impression that Westminster was Jith the escal-
about the Downing Street Declaration, “'.L""]‘]f r\(I!’]\‘unv sirect
ation of violence shooting and Bombitg, l“.li ind the Civil
confrontations were the '”‘“"’ I'C""m,“; ”|K |‘u71; {0 August
- o asted througho! e
Rights “ Jow” period which Ja like the parliamentary oppo-
£971, Another factor was thal Uj ll; hiefs and no Indians,”
. as “all ch i 7 .
sition at Stormont, which was w] identifi-
“\'lfl’;(/mlsri S “'( e grass-roofs organisation but no
A had a sirong gras

able national Jeaders.

‘ .ers board was clected
¢ 1 P, 1971, the new uﬂugus : arr as. Ohair-
:))h(h':l:\ l/tlﬁl;\ executive. They were !V‘l"' I\jij‘:-:-.(l‘;mir:]:un
ll:al' (an official Republican), lll'lulnl:];n'?é-:l" y;‘” Gt o
e sairman who had long ‘dwina Stewart
fa former € ‘.“‘lll'“‘;:il“l’ its broad basc), Mr.s‘ll :]lw)ll’ll;](‘ammu-
WICR.A., muin '::4‘ Ann Hope as Treasurer )(Al sy
o M:kﬁ-ﬂf.“ )Ju‘y,:: (of P.D.) as Press Officer.
) - , ¢

allowed for the introduc~
for elections to the execu-

of April, a six-month sentence passed on Frank Gogarty was
upheld and he was imprisoned. The previous January, Frank
MoManus, M.P., Chairman of Fermanagh C.R.A., was also
jailed for six months, as a result of a C.R.A, march in Nov-
ember, 1970, On June dth, John McAnerney, a member of
the  Campaign for Social Justice, a founder-member of
NLCR.A. and its first Secretary, died, and one of the last
links with (he original independent liberal MecCluskeyite group
was broken. There were still some members of the Executive,
unaligned trade unionist, writer and journalist Andrew
Boyd. and George Huxley, also independent—but, as can be
seen from Table 1, the ranks were closing, and the Official
Republicans had six of the total fourteen elected members of
the executive. When Frank Gogarty was released from prison
having served four months, he took a much more radical line
saying that “he had expected the opposition M.P.s to take over
where N.LC.R.A. had left off, but the S.D.L.P. have become
Unionist lackeys™.

What scems to have particularly incensed him was their
acceptance of the chairmanship of two parliamentary com-
mittees, by which they had ‘become part of the establishment’,

* * \

IN THE SUMMER of 1971, the increasing rumours suggesting
internment persuaded the CRA 1o prepare for a return to the
streets. A number of public meetings were held, and on Sunday,
August 8th, representatives of the CRA. the Official Republi-
cans, the New Ulster Movement, P.D., and the Trade Unions
met in Belfast 10 co-ordinate il protest The only
thing missing was an issue suff y e to bring the people
back on to the streets and this was provided within twelve hours
of the end of the meeting, by the introduction of internment
without trial on the morning of August 9th,

Co-ordinated reaction against internment proved almost
impossible, precisely because the authorities had anticipated
this possibility and ruthlessly pre-empted it. Kevin McCorry,
N.LC.R.As full-time organiser and P.D.’s Michael Farrell were
both interned. as were many other ordinary C.R.A. members,
Jike Billy McBurney. But the struggle to control the emergent
Civil Disobedience” Campaign led to a division in the Civil
Rights movement. In the period immediately after internment
there were conflicting ideas of what amounted to civil dis-
obedience, and to what extent NLC.R.A. should now £o in its
opposition 1o total suppression of civil protest. Non-payment
of rent and rates certainly, but was the money to be put aside
or spent on the assumption that there would be an amnesty?
And, imprtantly, what should N.LC.R.A.'s attitude to Stor-
mont be, now that the S.D.L.P. had withdrawn from it 25¢)n
an effort to end this confusion and to give the campaign some
coherence and direction, a mee ng of all parties opposed to
internment was called for by P.D. at Or on Sunday,
October 17th. “R.A. apparently were invited, as were
all the other anti-Unionist groups, such as Citizens' Defence
and Street Committees, but N.LC.R.A. did not attend and the
meeting was dominated by P.D. At this meetir 2, perhaps the
strangest alliance in Northern Ireland politics was formed
when the People’s Democracy and the Provisional Republican
movement, who had drawn together in previous months,
formed the Northern Resistance’ Movement. The following
week N.LCR.A. called a meet in Du mon for exactly
the same purpose, to formulate and o canise the anti-
internment and civil disobedience campaign.

* 4 *

DELEGATES FROM 123 different ups attended the Dun-
gannon meeting. It wasn't perhaps ¢ tirely coincidental that
clashed with the Provisional Republicans’ Ard

held in Dublin, Certainly it ensured a high degree

of unanimity for the Official Republicans! proposals. Naturally
the meeting endorsed by a large ority the C.R.A’s co-
ordinating role in the Civil Disobedience campaign, but there

is no doubt that the N.LC.R.A., at least at an o tional
level, were best fitted for that role. It is likely that even the
P.D. and Provisional Republicans would concede that, after all,
N.LC.R.A. had an ofiice, telephones, a secretarial stafl, a full-
time organiser and contacts throughout the world. But it was
on the question of N.LC.R.A.'s political aims and, more press-
ing at that particular time, N.LC.R.A.s & ced oligarchical
administrative structure, that the N.R.M. disagreed. Michael
Farrell proposed that the street committ which had been
formed after internment, should have direct representation on
N.LC.R.A.'s executive, asserting that as things stood, members
of the Exccutive held their places solely as a result of their
other polilical afiiliations >

In contrast to N.LC.R.A., the N.R.M. organisation had no
full-time organiser, no permanent off nor even continuity of
a controlling executive, which was changed for each N.R.M.
meeting. Not surprisi 2 “arrell proposal was deemed un-
acceptable, and both groups decided to go their own way.
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WHILE THE N.RM. rejected NLCR.As _rcl‘nnnix_l attitude
to Stormont, they continued to co-operate with NLC.R.A. on
protest marches such as the fateful Derry march of January
30th and the massive Newry lenmn_\lnnu»n which fn}lnwcd it
NIC.R.A.. however, does not reciprocate, and ;\cll\‘c[_v dis-
couraged support for the Enniskillen march on lhgvis.um‘l‘u}!
following Newry. which has .Igd to the charge of polmuf.{l sec-
tarianism. It would be surprising indeed il l‘h_c N.L(‘.'I?.‘ LW
nor politically sectarian because since the 1972 annual con! 2
it is aimost totally controlled by one political group—
the Official Republicans, and is hardly likely ln.fu‘vuur the
N.R.M., with its strong Provisional Republican bas 3 5
At the time of the A.GM. on Fchnmry 13th Alh‘mra.\vwa
fifteen hundred puid-up members of NJC.R.A. including

ence, it
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branch in Long Kesh, which took part in the election, In fact
the Deputy-Governor of the Camp phoned in the one hundred
and fifty internee votes, to Enid Lakeman of the Elecioral Re-
form Commitice who organised the Proportional Representa-

tion election.

THE DETAILS of Table 1 show the success of the Official
Republicans; the pend were sq 1 out, as were
Kevin Agnew and Aidan Corrigan, both identified with the
Provisional Republicans. And though a number of Officials
failed to get re-elected, of the eight new elected members of the
executive, seven were Official Republicans, including two from
Long Kesh where the internees virtually voted en bloc 10
ensure the election of Des O'Hagan who came second n the
poll. and Denis Cassin who came tenth. Because of their un-
ability, their places have been taken by Hugh Logue

TABLE 2
B e 3
CFFICERS OF THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE

1971 1972
Chairman ......... Ivan Barr (Off)............ Jim Dorris (Off.)
Vice-Cha ank Gogarty (Prov.). Ivan Barr (Off.)

Edwina Stewart (Comm.)

Secretary Edwina Stewart (Comm.). .
Press Officer Kevin Boyle (P.D. Kevin McCorry (Off.)
Treasurer ... Ann Hope (Comm.). . Ann Hope (Comm.)
s s ST S LT I T T IR

(S.D.L.P.) and Ann Hope., who came fifteenth and sixteenth
in the poll respectively. The election resulted in an increase
for the Officials from six to ten places on the elected executive
and even though the two proxy members reduce this to eight.
they have firm control of the central executive.

Not surprisingly they also control the Officers board which
is elected by the Executive, as can be seen in Table 2. There
were, in fact, only two changes of personnel—Edwina Stewart
stays on as Secretary as does Ann Hope (despite the fact that
she scraped in 1o a place because of internment) and Ivan Barr
moved from Chairman 1o Vice-Chairman. But Kevin Boyle
and Frank Gogarty were replaced by two Official Republicans,
Kevin McCorry as Press Officer and Jim Dorris as Chairman.
The McCorry appointment is the most interesting: as full-time
organiser he is an employee of the Executive, yet he contested
a place on the Executive at the election (and it must be noted
topped the poll). He then went on to be elected by the Execu-
tive to the very important post of Press Officer.

There are of course good reasons why he should be
appointed Press Officer since he will be available full-time
in the office, but some members of the CR.A., particularly
those who are not members of the Official Republican Move-
ment, can perhaps be forgiven for suspecting a not too subtle
form of empire-building.

The A.G.M. was undoubtedly a success for the Officials,
though there is the possibility that they may suffer in the future
as a result of the apparent “overkill” in the election: for one
thing it is doubtful whether the pretence of N.LC.R.A. being
an umbrella organisation can continue for very long. In the
five years of its existence N..C.R.A. has changed dramatically:
the liberals and independents have gone, as have P.D.; the
S.I_).LE still give their support, though have little represen-
gl!lrun or contro] of_N.LC.R.A. policy. The way is clear for the

ia i
bulletin of February 26th includes a statement from bmhxhx;:
N.LCR.A. executive and the Belfast Regional C.R.A. ““deplor-
m_u_lhc deaths of seven people in Aldershot”, and reiterating
their role as a non-violent mass movement,

line on the North is indeed

THE_ OFFICIAL Republican
plausible — they claim that demands to abolish Stormont are
sectarian per se; what is needed is a democratisation

O
system and an end to the Unionist hold on that inslil‘urli(x)l:le
And this can be done peacefully: with the abolition of lhe‘

Special Powers Act, Sinn Fein will contest elections open]
It may happen that way. But if the situation does q{:ie >
down, and if the system is democratised, the Officials ca:len
depend on the support of alf those who marched under ?}?t
broadly liberal Civil Rights banner, And even though th 'l]o
matched S.D.L.P. coalition wil] almost certainly have brek| E
up, individual members of S.D.L.p, will be around 1o (z Ex
in on their past support for the Civil Rights Mm’-:mcn: el
But what is much more likely (o happen is lh:;l thy
situation will continue (o deteriorate, and as attitudes hard, 3
the reformist demands of Civil Rights and (he‘ Offi ‘::]‘
Republica will become less acceptable to a greater numbe'rC| I3
people (Even with this de: clopment certain individual membe?s
of S.D.L.P. are “covered”, as they are combining support foy
the Civil Rights movement with an undisguised nations ‘_u;
stand). In the immediate future both ory ations are planr‘:i:ns
a series of marches. The growing polarization of the two mmg
munities in the North may well attract more support for lh;
N.R.M. though on its present showing it does not seem capabl
of organisation on the N.LC.R.A. scale, Palra\d«\xiculwpizlx is
the Provisional Republican, N.R.M. which plans to bring lhI:
civil rights campaign South, and it will indeed be ironic if
they lead the protest against the Offences Against the State Act

which is now being applied mainly against the Official 4 -

Republican movement. It is disappointi 2 however that just " '

the time when a united front on civil rights is fod.
should be discuss_il!g the Civil Rights mmlsamen( in torm
Official and Provisional Republicans.

~
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I AM GOING to be very
brave, take my courage
fiemly in both shaking hands
(or at least try to get a one-
handed grip on the thing),
and announce to the world
at large that on Saturday,
February 26th, 1972, the sun
will rise at 822 am. and set
at 6.55 pm. This is prob-
ably one of the last public
announcements I shall ever
make, because, according to
two diaries into which 1 have
so far failed to remember to
insert a single personal entry,
this invaluable information
is Copyright. Not, mind you,
the copyright of the Minister
for Coasts and tuaries,
Bérd Tlascaigh Mhara, the

County Committees of Agri-

culture, the Emergency Plan-

ning Section of An Roinn

Cosanta (Principal, S. 1. O

Riain), the Government In-
formation Bureau, the Irish
Quality Control Association,

the Retired  Secondary

Teachers’ Organisation, the
Waterford Coal Merchants’
Association, or even the
Dolphin's Barn Parish Thrift
and Loan Co, Ltd. No, the
information that the sun will
rise over this fair land of
Ireland at 8.22 am. and set
at 6.55 p.m. (and now I have
made myself an accessory
after my own facts) is
CROWN COPYRIGHT.
Look on that, Mr. Boland,
and grow pale!

Yes, in all the diaries for
1972 I've ever read the in-
eluctable moment at which
the sun goes down over Gal-
way Bay is reproduced by
permission of the Controller
of HM. Stationery Office!
Forget about biscuits, news-
papers or Scotch whisky,
this is a much more serious
thing : our very own sunsets,
into which Bord Fiilte has
poured thousands of the tax-
payers’ money, are in the
hands of inimical aliens!
Never mind about the sun-
rises, those coarsely incon-
siderate blasts of illumina-
tion that hit you between the
eyes as you emerge after a
couple of quiet after-hours
pints in a country pub—the
British can keep them and
good luck to them. But con-
trolling our sunsets! They'll
be controlling our economy
_next: and sueing us for
breach of copyright when we
sign a trade agreement on
our own behalf.

If T really wanted fo stick
my neck out, of course, [
would offer you the addi-
tional information that High
Water at Dublin on February
26th will occur at 10,49 and
23.26, thercby inviting  the
wrath of not only the Dub-

L
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Buy Irish Sunsets

Bernard Share

Oceanography

and  Tides.
Who are these gentlemen ?
Are they solid f. inne-sport-
i ens?  They should
be in Eolai an Telefdin just
ahead of Institute of Costs
and  Works  Accountants,
The: but 1 don't sec them.
I begin to harbour, if you'll
pardon  the  expression,
serious  doubts as to their
Republican credentials,

So there you are:
time and tide firmly in the
hands of the Imperialists.
Someone should set up an
Inquiry (I almost said a
Royal Commission) to look
into this copyright thing a
bit more deeply. I wonder
what dusty office in White-
hall has a corner in the
phases of the moon? Who
is making a pretty packet out
of the Golden Number, the
Epact, the Dominical Letter
and the Julian Period? Are
eclipses up for bids? You
even begin to feel reserva-
tions about the announced
dates of the Ballybofey and
Stranorlar  Co - operative
Livestock Mart, Limited, If
I were to risk telling you that
this crowd held cattle sales
on every 2nd and 4th Mon-
day in 1970 (the latest infor-
mation I have) would I be
accused of making forcible
entries under the Diaries
(Information) Act of 1876,
never repealed by our time
(and tide)—serving native
administrations? [ don't
think I'll risk it: people
have been interned for less.

But what can we do,
citizens, about this matter of
sunsets ? The simplest thing,
I think, is to bring in a Bill
nationalising  all  sunshine
falling within the national
territory, and setting up a
semi-State body, Eiri Eirean-
nach na Gréine Teo., to ad-
minister it And  here’s
another thing: 1 see where
High Water (Dublin) 1972 is
expressed (and again 1 quote
my unopened diary) “in
BS.T. throughout the year."
Time, they used to tell the
tourists in the days when
there were tourists, is one
thing there is plenly of in
Ireland. But they didn’t tell
them it was all British Time,
imported at great expense
under the Free Trade Agree-

both |

ARE THE problems of mental
retardation a justifiable subject
for u medium that is mostly
dedicated 1o entertainment ?
The handicapped child is a
familiar enough source of fic-
tional  heartbreak in  the
cinema.  Of the more serious
treatments of this theme 1| can
recall *Thursday's Children ™
(1954), dealing with the educa-
and dumb children,
won an Academy
Award, Some ten years later
“The Miracle Worker ™ told in
highly dramatic form the story
of Helen Keller. Two years
later John Cassavetes dirccted
for the commercial cinema “ A
child is Waiting,” which dealt
with the treatment of defective
children in a home run like an
ordinary school. And one of
the most shattering docun
taries of the sixties was Allan
King’s *“Warrendale,” an ac-
count of a controversially ex-
perimental way of dealing with
emotionally-disturbed  children
that was pioneered in Toronto.

But what of the mentally
retarded adult?  If  memory
is right, a flawed adult was the
central ure of “Johnny

Belinda ™ and that near-perfect
horror film, “The Spiral Stair-
case.”  More recently, CIiff
Robertson’s performance as an

ment.  What has happened [ adult with the mind of a child

P and Docks Board to all the genuine, native of six six won him an Academy
; JQ: busy anyway Irish time? 'The only place Awm_.l for “f)hufly. The
“+ % Dublin tides I know where you are propriety of this simple fable
bR wefuse), but offered any is in a pub at {f in the context of the danger

% ¥ 4 t calls itself 1110 p.am. or thereabouts, of tampering with the human
5 of Coastal Yes, quite, mind was openly questioned at

the time, Still greater con-

Sandy Ratcliffe in a scene from “ Family Life " at the Academy,

~

The Family Way

troversy surrounded the Boult-
ing Brothers” " Twisted Nerve,”
a film that seemed to state
categorically that there was a
< ion between lism
in  children and criminal
psychosis, and further that the
mother of a mongol child
could give birth to a subse-
quent baby that might turn out
to be a homicidal maniac.
~This  weird and untenable
theory caused the film to be
denounced by the National
Society for Handicapped Chil-
dren, and led the medical ad-
viser on the lilm to order his

name  removed  trom  the
credits,
Controversy also surrounds

Ken Laochs new film, Family
Life (at the Academy). The
film originated in a television
documentary by David Mercer
called " In Two Minds.” Mer-
cer rewrole the seript for the
Ken Loach-Tony Garnett Kes-
trel Company, which last year
gave us " Kes.”  Ken Loach
has been described as one of
the rare truly political animals
in British : nearly all
his tel nd film work
has been propaganda for social
change, but his attitude has be-
come more embittered  since
the reception given to * Cathy
Come Home " the politicians
acclaimed this expose of the
dilemma of the homeless, made
suitably  sympathetic  noises,
but took no further political
action to alleviate the distress,
“Family Life™ is alo pro-
paganda, this time for the con-
troversial  theories  held by
psychiatrist R. D. Laing that
environment rather than per-
sonal inadequacies are the root
cause of mental illness, and
that schizophrenia is not a
physical discase, but the re-
sult of a family situation that
is  beyond solution. These

theories are considered
many well-known
to be cither unproven
right erroncous. F

the  dangerous  aspe, of
2 nily Life ™ it may have

the effect of persuading some
patients not to avail of the
kind of treatment that is nor-
mally  used
such cases.

Loach’s attack is launched
on two fronts, the family and
society.  He maintains that the
the film is intended “to tease
out a little bit the proposition
that the institution of the
family ang psychiatry tend to

the unconscious agents of
A repressive society, and that
the way they function is not
dental.”  The film is the
harshly convincing account of
how

m hospitals  for

an attractive  19-year-okl
girl is driven to a mental
breakdown by the
demands on her parents and
the inadequacies  of  the
National Health Servi We
first see the girl, Janic sitting

in an underground station let-
ting the trains go heedlessly
by. An official takes the girl
home to her parents, g rigo-

rously respectable and over-
protective  couple, who are
baffled by her conduct. The

truth is that Janice is fed up
with her dull job in a depart-
ment store and more so with
her non-understanding parents,

In desperation, Janice cuts
lToose, becomes pregnant, s
forced by the outraged parents
to have an abortion, retreats
into a fantasy world, tries to
maim her scolding mother with
a knife, and is committed (o a
mental hospital as a schizo-
phrenic, At first she is placed
in an  experimental ward,
where a young psychiatrist is
trying o get the patients to
‘relate’ by a form of group

therapy.
8ins to rea
psychiatrist s

just as Janice be-

facourably the

given ele
therapy and se o

box of pills to exactly the situa-
tion that caused her break-
down initially. Tension in-
creases at home, develops into
open war bet Janice and
her parents, once again
she Last scene
Janice is whecled into a
ture theatre. The lecturer
already told the students
case-history,  unstable

social behaviour
she is committed

and
is committed

lec-
has
her
ant-
even though
In the last
scene Janice is wheeled into a
lecture theatre
as “a
treme

The lecturer
good example of ex-
mutism ™ a hu(“.lﬂ
being is reduced to a case,

Ken Loach has told
loaded stroy  flat and
without indulging in
cinematic tricks.

has

this

calm
any
There are no
monstrous close-ups of human
anguish, no emotional climaxes
or heartrending music. The
general tone is one of mono-
tony as Loach peels away,
layer by layer, the myths of
the family —the norms of good
tehaviour, respect for those in
authority, whether parents or
officialdom —to reveal it as a
corrupt and  disintegrated n
stitution.  Equally convincing
is Loach’s condemnation of the
methods of society in d,
With this problem. The cast
of mostly inexperienced un-
knowns are at times somewhat
seli-conscious  in their Mpro.
visations, and, as in the case
of the parents, tend to relapse
into stercolypes,  but  Sandy
Ralteliffe as Janice is for real.
Despite what s a depressing
subject, * Family Life™ is o
film to see and support,

caling




B adnadid o i

!
¥

ART
Dorothy Walker

E. C. PLUNKETT is a young
Irish artist born in Dublin in
1939 but now living in Rome.
Most of his adult painting life
has been spent outside Ireland:
he went to the Slade School in
London in 1958, to Brazil in
1961, to Paris in 1962 in order
10 study pa g at the Beaux
Arts, engraving at S. W. Hay-
ter’s studio, and art history at
the Sorbonne. He spent two
196769, painting in
ce in the South of France
was resident painter at the
“Fondation Karolyi® for six
s before moving to Rome
where he has been living and
working since then.

He has had a one-man
in London in 1968
in various

and

cluding

Fantastic”

1969,
and the “Young Irish A

Rosc exhibition in Galway
Edinbu

h. His present ex

tion ap the Agnew Somerville
Gallery, Molesworth Street, is
his first one-man show in
Dublin. It is very commen

able of the Gallery to put it
on, even if they do not give
the impression of e-
heartedly behind
trade tend
wards cighteenth
century painting

to-

id nincteenth

stylish
almost chic. One fecls he
to fight his own scnse
he tends 10 use seduc-
hion colours, the cool
beige and white of

expensive suedes, bug he does

rigidly discipline this chic int
severe  compositions generally
based on architectural motifs
The two  most  authoritative
works, “Cosmos” and “Macro
Cosmos™ incorporate a reced-
mgo perspective  of  massed
shapes Tike a modern architec-
tural complex, abstracted and
simplified, in a large circle;
the  foreground in  brown
shadow, gradually lightening
through sandy beige to a dis-
appearing white. One of the
circles 1s on a white ground;
the other is simply cut out as
a circular canvas,

The artist is fond of receding
perspectives ;  they  recur
quently in different motifs
one, which was in Galway, of

fre-

corrugated sections floating in
a calm sky, another of an
antique Roman theatre with a
section cut through it, as if it,
100, were about to float away.
He s an exceedingly
technician, the

clever
trompe  Toeil
intings are uncannily realis-
and he can handle effects
of light with great skill.

1 found his prints extraordin-
arily effective, whether because
they were hung in a dark hall
with only the most meagre
ht filtering through
, justifying Camille
ter's obsession with natural
light, even when dim, which
forces one to look closely at
piclures 10 be able to see them
1. A silkscreen print w
in concerned with an archi
al motif, the typical Roman
coffer which can be seen, for
example, inside the vaulted
ic of the Pantheon, ag
sectioned across the receding
planes. The la circular
*“Cosmos™ is also reproduced
as a print, showing afain the
ingenuity of the forms which
maintain the two-dimensional
flatness of the surface while
the  receding

wir

suggesting, by

perspective, the roundness of a
sphere.
MATEGOT.the French tapestry
designer, is being shown at
Trinity: quite a large collec-
tion of tapestries from about
1960 onwards. Born in Hun-
gary in 1910, he has been living
and working in France since
1931, and cnjoys considerable
patronage from the French
Government in the ficld of
lapisserie  monumentale.  Al-
though he works exclusively in
tapestry, most of the tapestries
in this exhibition look like trans-
posed paintings, rather undis-
tinguished  abstractions  from
the 1950s, which would marry
horribly  well  with
“modern™ furniture, ( fit-
tings etc. produced in France
after the war. Without being
chauvinistic, but simply through
having seen fairly recently in
Limerick, tapestries by Louis
le Brocquy and Patrick Scott,
and being therefore prompted
to compare them, in my opin-

certain

o i A

¥dward Plunkett

ion both TIrish painters  are
stronger artists and, in fact,
better rapissiers. It seems to

me that, in their widely dif-
fering styles, each has made a
more true and more effective
use of the medium than Maté-
got does. In the Terra series,
where light abstract shapes of
brown, ck, beige and white
float above one another with,
occasionally, a silver charcoal
lurex backgrounds showing
through, one almost see the
cartoon mock-up made from
coloured tissues; one does not
have the impression that an
original tapestry is taking life.

It is ironic that the great re-
vival of French tapestry which
has taken place in the last forty
years was a reaction against the
practice of reproducing paint-
ings, to bring back the art of
tapestry weaving in its own
right. Now it seems to be head-
ing straight back to the old
wicked ways. At the Sao
Paulo Bienal of 1969, which
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-.as boycotted by French
artists, the French Government
sent instead a selection of
tapestries by very famous
artists, Nearly all looked as if
paintings by the artists had
been bought and handed to the
tapestry ateliers to copy. Un-
e Vasarelys were trying
g I that
1, actual brush strokes and
es of paint were faith-
reproduced for the
stes, and only Matisse and
Braque were in any way suc-
cessful at tapestry. Monsieur
Muatégot appears able to turn
his hand to a variety of styles,
but I find his idiom debased,
like composers who can pro-
duce modern-sounding music.
These are more or less modern-
looking tapestries of twenty
years ago, but I cannot see
thag they carry any conviction
as works of art. Only one of
the smaller works, “Augurium”,
seemed to me to belong in that
class.

Virtuosi Dead or Alive

RUMOUR flies round Dublin

at the speed of light, and it
would not be entirely untrue
to say that some of us have
acquired a skill in sifting and
evaluating it comparable to
that of a diamond-cutter. The
raw material is handled, held

up to the light, weighed, and
accepted or rejected depending
on the experience and
knowledge of the recipient. The
exciting thing about rumour in
Dublin is that in nine cases out
of ten it is usually only an in-
spired leak or a sprat 1o catch
a mackerel, and has been sent
on the rounds by a genius who
wants 1o spike a few guns or
unspike them as the case may
be. Timing is everything and a
really good book is waiting 1o
be written on the art of
Tumour-mongering by someone
who possesses the sensitive ear
of an Arland Ussher,

An inspired gem came my
wiy recently in respect of the
Scholarship awarded by the
Federation of Irish Musicians.

inferesting  because a
amount  of  mystery
surrounds this particular award
which so far as I can ascertain
has been donated twice. Both
recipients’ names are unknown
to me and while the Federation
are, of course, entitled to mind
their own business 1 would put
it to them that scholarships are
few and far between and we
uld all like to know about
who gets them.

What is fascinating about the
scholarship however is that 1
understand it has been given for
the second time to a performer
who was not the first choice of
the adjudicators. The reason
for this being that the first
choice had parents who could
well afford to pay for the
child’s musical education. 1f
this is true then one wonders
why the Federation does not
insist on a means fest in the
first place or why it bothers to
have adjudicators at all.

One of the entrants for the
recent scholarship is a young
man of fifteen of outstanding
musical ability, and he is a
most gifted exponent of his
chosen instrument. Whether he
will develop into just another
virtuoso is & malter  for
speculation, but the signs are
that he s an entirely natural

W

musician  in every respect.
Ihere is a quality which some
have and some do not and it is
difficult to describe it without
using the term virtuoso, At its
best and most exciting it com-
bines technical and  muscular
co-ordination  and  a  certain
amount of creative ability be-
cause the performer  brings
music to life, and in that sense
must be regarded us a creati
artist..  Virtuosity naked
unadorned by intelligence is
boring as jar or an over-
dose of the permissive society.
Vi v this aspect of
virtuosity at a recent Public
Concert in the Guaiety when
Achucarro played  Brahms
Second Piano Concerto with
Colman  Pearce  conducting.
This is one of the most difficult

concertos in  the  medium
because it makes intolerable
demands  on  technique yet

places the soloist in a chamber-
music setting. The onus rests
with the conductor and not
with the soloist if the work is
to have proper musical success.
Achucarro and Pearce worked
extremely well together, and
even allowing for the Gaiety
accoustics it was one of the best
performances of the Brahms
apart from those of Katchen
and Arrau that T have heard.
Achucarro would never have
been my choice for this
concerto and T am glad to have
learnt  something about him

which was not apparent in his
playing of the Chopin Concerto
namely, that he can sift sand
Wwith the best of us. Well might
Bilroth have said of this con-
certo  that in  relation  to
Number 1 it is as of the grown
man to the boy. Bilroth spoke
from strength because Brahms
tried everything out on him
first like @ pet dog.

Paul Zukovsky is a virtuoso
of the violin, and if I might
borrow an elegant phrase from
Claud  Cockburn  you could
have heard my jaw dropping
as I listened to his playing on
Van d of the Twenty-four
T by Niccolo
annini. Plenty of fiddlers
¢ recorded these, but not
one of them has sent me
rushing to scrabble round in
the wardrobe for an ancient
copy of Niccolo’s snide little
jokes. Zukovsky is out of the
ordinary as fiddlers go and he
present the Caprices seriously,
and in such way that they
cease to be high-wire acrobatics
and take on something of the

accompanied
Bach. He puts forward some
very interesting theories which
made me kick myself for not
having noticed them before. In
No. Eleven he sugg to
scholars of baroque that the
time values of the Presto might
be altered from dotted semi-
quavers to dotted quavers. He

plays No. 6 flaurando and sul

poticello  right  through by
design, and not as so many
have done quite by acident and
through no fault of their own.
The effect is that the
harmonics  and the upper-
partials speak and the result to
the ear is strangely avant-garde
and ‘concrete’ using normal
methods. It is no longer a
mystery why nos. Fifteen, Seven
and Twenty-three have been
marked Posato (poised) and all
three emerge with a completely
changed facade rather like
forbidding cliffs rising up un-
expectedly out of the fog.

It is also no lon
Berlioz, Liszt, Ze
why Brahms, Schumann
berg and Lutoslawski were so‘
very fascinated by the Caprices.
Whatever theses You subscribe
to about Niccolo he
buted far more than Messrs
Spohr,  Viott, Krutzer, Rode
ever did in terms of music as
distinet from mere athletics, He
reaches out from the 2rave with
a firm long skinny hand, angd
in the light of Zukovsk inter-
pretation the Caprices might
have been written fast \\cc‘ku
They are as much of this
century as anything from Berio
or Zennakis and I am ex-
tremely glad that | do not
possess any of Miss Rosemary
Brown's remarkable qualities.
Nobody  knew  better than
Pagannini how bst to make use
of a really good rumour,

2Cr 4 mystery
nnakis, Roch-

contri-
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Cork Film

International
JUNE 10-17, 1972

(One of the seven officially re-
cognised Festivals in the World)

BOOKING NOW
OPEN
(MARCH 1s¢)

Prices (Season-Tickets Only)
Grand Circle, £5.50; Stalls, £4.50;
Back Circle, £4.50 and £3.75;

Front Stalls, £3.50.
* Competitions for Features and
Shorts. * Competitions for Tele-
vision Fiction Films. Tribute to
Wolf Mankowitz (“The Writer
as ‘The Entertainer”). Forum
of Film-Writers and Technicians.

FESTIVAL CLUB

(Confined to  Season-Ticket
Holders), £1.50. (Combined de-

posit of Season and Club ticket
£1

Booking daily (except Saturdays’

at FESTIVAL OFFICE, 15

BRIDGE STREET, CORK.

10.30 am.-1 p.m. and 3 p.m.-
p.m.

8 DAY

Have an all-in Holiday at
Cork from £17
For details write to
Officer,” 15 Bridge
Cork.
Tell your friends at home and
overseas.

“Tours
Street,

MUNICIPAL GALLERY
OF MODERN ART

DUBLIN
PARNELL SQUARE

An Exhibition of the

Works of
H. A. P. GRIESHABER
(Diirer Price, 1971)
(By courtesy of the German

Embassy)
8th MARCH to 29th
MARCH, 1972
(except Mondays)
10—6
Admission free

WEST CORK
FLAT TO LET

Three bedrooms, livingroom,
diningroom. Kitchen,  bath-
room, cloakroom.
Fully furnished and equipped,
Large balcony overlooking
Glandore harbour,
Write:
Mrs. Good,
Glandore, or

Phone Leap 27.

KIRWAN'S

Fairview, Dublin

UNDERTAKERS
PHONE 332201

‘.......

\' Dublin Wine Society.
. 13 Fitawilliam Square
\ Dubin 1
. Tel. 65964
. Choice of 84 wines.
. No membership fee.
Parties catered for—
. glasses supplied free,
and advice willingly
. given.

. Why not 'phone or
call—

Open Monday to Friday

and Saturday morming.
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Forgettable Junk
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¥ ] Hugh Leonard

THE EDITION of Thar This
House . . . which debated a
motion fo the effect that

levision is the opiate of the
masses” reminded one of far-
off Sunday afternoons at the
fourpenny  rush. One had
vaguely expected a modicum of
cut-and-thrust, punctuated with
controlled disorder in the tradi-
tion of the Oxford Union de-
bates; instead it was rather like
a lively afternoon in court
during the Reign of Terror.
The audience — or spectators,
since they weren't really listen-
ing—gabbled, heckled, groaned,
chanted and threw tantrums
and paper aeroplunes, not when
they disagreed with the argu-
ments, but when the debaters
used words of more than three
syllables or attempted (o quote
from the classic. The chnirman
was quite useless: perhaps he
was hesitant to call the pro-
ceedings to order lest he be
thought “square™; but at jeast
he might have reprimanded the
youth who, declaring his fond-
ness for Spoonerisms, described
the previous speakers contri-
bution as an example of “shin-
ing wit.” The uproar, if weari-
some, was good-humoured, but
the mob might have kept their
swealy nightcaps on their heads
and reserved their derision for
the level of the debate itself,
which would have disgraced a
shebeen at four in the morn-
ing.

It was perhaps a mistake to
ask UC.G. to oppose the
motion, since the Galwegians
get television reception on the
home channel only. Even so,

when one of the debaters,
whom Mrs. Malaprop might
have called a Passionate

Father, cited Hawaii Five-O in
his contention that TV pro-
vides us with “a window on
the world,” I found myself

reaching for Hermann Goer-
ing’s celcbrated pistol. Tele-
vision is, of course, an opiate;
and Hawaii Five-O is cullure
at its nadir, Here, the sun
shines all day — although parts
of the main island enjoy the
world’s heaviest annual “raine
fall; the crime rate is prodi-
gious, and the criminals are
always caught; the heroes—all
in  different e-groups, the
better to obt widespread
audience identification — wear
business suits to please the
prudish, but with tight crotches
to attract the prurient; mis-
cegenation never happens; non-
Caucasians are expendable; and
violent death is instantancous,
sunlit and bloodless.

Hawaiy 'e-0 is no worse
than Cade's County, The Men
from Shiloh, Longstreet, Iron-
side, Funny Face, The Lucy
Show or any one of those ap-
palling feature-length Im
dramas, all of which seem to
co-star  Ricardo  Montalban
with one of those faceless
TV heroines who would, I
swear, deflate instantly if one
could only get the work on
their navels with a spanner.
Conservatively, 70% of RTE
programmes is rubbish from
the  American  joy-factories.
The percentage is far higher
in the US. itself, and some-
what lower in Britain, even al-
lowing for programmes like
Upstairs, Downstairs, Sofily,
Softly and Callan, which have
creative pretentions but are
still the same forgettable junk
underneath. Immediate forgets
tability is, in fact, one of the
prerequisites of pop-TV; other-
wise the viewer could not di-
gest the incessant output. A few
years ago, The Fugitive—which
itself was a cog from Les
Miserables—cau millions of
knickers to get twisted in anti-
cipation of the final reckoning
with the “one-armed man™; and
who today can remember the
pot-line of a single episode?
Television is an opiate, not
simply because of the vast
army of human blotting-papers

who soak it up uncomplains
ingly, but because of people
like the debaters on That This
House . . . who all oo ob-
viously hardly watch it at all
(but are not inhibited from
judging it), so depriving it of
its potentially most valuable
critics.

For comedy on the home
channel this week it was a
close-run thing between listens
ing to the poiticians mutilating
the Taoiseach's English and
watching Cross-Country Quiz,
The latter is a long howl, pre-
sided over by a gentleman
who needs cither a new barber
Oor a new hairpicce, and asks
questions which would hardly
stump Mr. Okliver J. Fly agan,
The competitors were a rare
collection of satirists: one, when
asked who was the hero of
A Study in Scarlet, replied
“The Scarlet Pimpernel,” while
another, after consultation with
his team, named Bram Stoker
as the author of Puppet on a
Chain. 1 can hardly wait for
Cork versus Kerry next week:
in the meantime 1 recommend
that RTE puts the seript-writer
under a longterm contract,

The most recent Late Late
Show  was  somewhat  dull:
rather like a film show without
a main feature, The centrepicce
was  a  lengthy interview
with Michael Winner, one of
the new-style showbiz hustlers
who have all the symptoms of
genius, but lack the fever: it
was like watching a builder of
ranch-type  bungalows being
asked for his view on the Sainte
Chapele. Mr. Winner was fol-
lowed by two blind chess-
players, who left one limp with
admiration. But fond as I am
of a crafty Max Lange attac >
two  demonstration  games
played at lightning speed on
a board so small that all one
can see is the knuckles of the
contestants does pot make for
compulsive viewing, even for
chess addicts.

The Late Late Show of
previous  week,

i in fact, it
bordered on pandemonium. I
am perhaps ill-equipped to
comment on the first half of
that programme, since 1 viewed
it from a few feet to Mr.
Byrne's left. But it was ironic
that while we were warned be-

forchand that Peter Sellers and
Spike Milligan might behave
unpredictably, no one said a
word about the presence on the
show of Albert Fry, who by
comparison  made  Messrs,
Sellers and Milligan seem as
rowdy as a pair of sedated
nuns. One bled for Tony Grey,
who wanted to tell the world
about his new book in the
midst of unbrindled goonery;
but in the second half Mr. Fry
gave an impersonation of Hitler
which put Mr. Milligan's in
the ha’penny place.

Mrs. Joan O'Bricn of the
Language Freedom Movement
was on the “soapbox,” and it
seemed to me that she was
asking for no more than the
same freedom of choice as is
denied to a woman who wishes

to regulate the size of her
family. Here, admittedly, I am
biased: in a world which
desperately needs communica«
tion, to bicker about language
is like complaining about Ih}e
colour of your neighbour’s
front door when both houses
are under a demolition order.
But no one was prepared for
the resultant fracas, Of Mrs,
O’Brien’s three opponents, one
wandered around the point like
a tomeat in heat, another—a
lady—rolled  her head so
alarmingly as to suggest that

her stuffing had fallen out,
while Mr. Fry screamed the
place down, denouncing Mr.

Byrne, me, Long Kesh and I!u'
English language in not quite
short order.

The programme ended in up-

roar, but the fun continued in
the hospitality room aflers
wards, Perhaps forty people
were  wedged together, and
above the din Mr. Fry could
be heard demanding the im-
mediate return of his teddy
bear. I ventured to suggest Lo
him that he spoke Irish, not
because he loved it, but because
he hated English. Whereupon
Mr. Fry wrung all our hearts
by crying repeatedly: “I love
England!” It may not, p_crh.'.ps,
be ethical for me to include
backstage chatter in a review
of what appears on television
screens, but I crave the reader’s
indulgence. 1 know that Mr.
Fry's enemies will hate him the
less and his admirers love him
the more to know that he is an
avowed Anglophile

A Prisoner

Mary Manning

TO QUOTE President Nixon,
“let me make myself perfectly
clear™ A the
Crown, the
Abbey, is not a documentary.
It is a play about a trial. The
trial of one Roger Casement,
hopeless  idealist,  dedicated
brave do-gooder and finally a
martyr to his idealism. The
trial was of course a frame-up,
based on fol
have ;

Prisoner  of

now playing at

radition of forgery
Casket letters, Parnell
Pigott and the total
ruin of Sir Francis Dilke. No-
body really cares now whether
the diaries were forged, it was
the beastly way in which they
were used that must alw
remain a biot on British just
Richard Herd and Ricl
Stockon did a fine job of dram-
atising facts and reconstructing
the events which led to the
trial. Tomas Mac Anna did an
equally splendid job in direc-
tion and the technical staff sug-

This Space Was

Booked by

Hospitals’ Trus

(1940) Ltd,

Ballsbridge, Dublin

The Great Hewer of Irish Hospitals

L R

Pissasaery . R

. Ahe,  last

passed th selves.  Altogether
it was an impressive and hope-
ful beginning for Leila Doolan’s
reign as artistic director. The
story of Casement’s last days is
told through flashbacks and the
reactions of the twelve jurors,
who in turn play several roles,
John Kavanagh, for instance,
played Eighth Juror and Case.
ment.  He played Casement
with great sympathy and under-
standing, but whether it was
the cutti or in the
writing Casement never came
alive. Personally I would hayve
cut the scene in the US. Senate
which  seemed comparatively
unimportant  and introduced
more of the speech from the
dock, especially the famous
lines gddressed 1o the Prosecu-
ting Counsel, F. E. Smith,
which must have made that
shabby  character squirm  in-
wardly: “You, my Lord, huve
chosen the road to the Wool-
sack: T have chosen the path
to the gallows.” It is hard to
pick out any iy actor for
commendation; they all rose to
the occasion, but | particularly
admired Bob Carlisle, Geoflrey
Golden, Desmond Cave and
Bill Foley. I think Mr. Foley
could have carried mor weight
in characterisation.  Smith was
a big. portly, alcoholic mass of
clever bombast. On the issue
I have brought up before, a
play doctor’s services during
rehearsals  gould |

actual

of Anger

well have helped author and
director.

Oh what a lovely bore! At
the Eblana, we have the revival,
I don't quite know why, of
Osborne’s Look Back in Anger.
There hav n 3 of
wngry young men was
written and it 1 lik
“The Gir Man and
various other sordid marital
scenes at ironing boards and
the like. Jimm
are  now simp
bores and

n
better. He is an
in silence as y d
words, Kate Flynn was a touch-
ing and dignified Helena. Ed-
ward Byrne was uncomfortable
as the Colonel Daddy. Mainly
ecause the part is so badly
written. Osbo simply didn’t
Know his retired col
the result is a p:
ling, P. G
gan,
heard about colonels
most  important i

ete., or

this revival was
sional debut of
Gerald, niece of Geraldine
Fitz and  Shelah  Rich-
ards. A matriarchy starts here?

Joha K

LT

avanagh, who

plays Roger Casement in
Ethe Crown,” ot the Atbey,'

She is a beautiful girl with a
charming voice and was put
through a very hard test play-
ing with sor of best
“pros” in Dubli Fitz-
Gerald has not ye ired
authority, that is, she not
able to look 1 e in
the face, but will come
During the last ten minutes she
showed what she can and
will do in the future. The pla
was well dir Louis
Lentin and the i
ghastly. R

superb en

FLASH—The m

play to appear

long time is
chilling  littl
Pedagogue

Jar

The play is, in fact,
about the Bomb and the Button

in

Godot
this piece and very hope.
The Pedagogue begins by harp-

ing on ma abili

and then it all fades away as
does the class into an
doubt

abyss of
and despair. It

sounds
but i f

[ say. don't miss an
at the Proje

t out of touch wit

new world

“A Prisoner

*ires



NEWS IN THE ARTS

Maurice Sweeney

THE DUBLIN ARTS Festi-
val could be said 10 be a
modern offspring of the tra-
ditional student “rag-week™.
During the late sixties there
was continuing debate in the
Union of Students in Ireland
about the possibility of es-
tablishing  specifically new
and different type of Festival
in Dublin, one which would
attract more of the ordinary
people of the city to its
events. Eventually a decision
was made, someone was ap-
pointed and a
was selected —
method of
val

commitice
a daring new
running a Festi-

The students who were in-
volved in that first Festival
m April 1970 were a good
vintage. Some were architec-
tural  students — Duncan
Stewart, better known per-
haps for his involvement in
the Battle of Hume Street,
was one; Cormac O Cuill-
candin, who is still deeply
involved in the Festival was
another, Also associtaed that
first year was the then Presi-

dent of USIL, Richard
O'Toole.

The Festival was a rou
succés d'estime. A particula
feature was the appearance
of such * ressive” groups

as The Pentangle
Liverpool Scene, at
concerts; and the other events
Which  perhaps most  im-
pressed patrons was the all-
star jazz concert with Ronnie
Scott, the Noel Kelehan Big
Band, and the Butler-Fox
group. Of course,
success had to lose money—
and did
The f

and the

jor

such a

lowing year, the
ion behind the Fes-
perhaps less enthus-
. at least, there were
fewer willing hands lent until
late stages of prepara-
Subsidies and grants,
s the mainstay of a
b financial ~ well-

the
tion.

were becoming increas-
ard 10 come by on the
cene, and the Festival

d doomed 1o lose

for the second year

ning, no matter how
nuch it was supported by
When it did, as

there was serious

doubt as 1o whether it could

continue at all.
However, the organisers,
now revitalised by a new

generation of students, were
determined, and a series of
concerts outside the Festival
proper—such as the O'Riada
concert in Liberty Hall, the
first major concert by the
new group “Na Fili”, and
one given by the Chieftains
~—made it possible to reduce
the debt to a level at which
they could realistically pro-
pose to hold another Festi-
val. With any luck, according
1o one commiltee member,
the position after this 1972
Festival should have reached
a break-even point. The prin-
ciple achievement was that
the financial difficulty, great
though it was, had not been
allowed to force the show to
close, he said.

From the start, the Dublin
Aris Festival Committee have
endeavoured to ensure that
theirs would not be just any
old festiva) — that it would

have a stamp and a character
all its own. It s this ap-
proach 1o show business that
has brought the Festival to
the Liberties this year — and
also the idea that as opposed
1o spreading it throughout
the city, siting it in one area
would give the impression of
a unified Festival. In other
city Festivals, the life of the
oty goes on unimpeded) by
frequently  unimpressed) by
special events, In the Lib-
erties it is impossible to ig-
nore the simple fact t
something different is occur-
ring. There is a sense of
atmosphere, even of (ogether-
ness.

Is there a justification for

running a Festival at all?
says  Cormac O
most  festivals

are run “just for the hell of
it", but once you have
started on that tack, you
must follow it through—and
that can be hell, in organisa-
tion terms. It has also given
some of them a sense of pur-
pose and a new appreciation
of the importance of the arts
1o everyone. Their next pro-
ject is likely to be a series
of suburban concerts, aimed
at bringing the arts to the
people rather than asking
the people to come to the

arts.

Perhaps after that, a travel-
ling Festival?

The Festival's theatre pro-
gramme which is based on
the theme of the Theatre
of Cruelty, is being provided
by four different companies,
U.C.D.’s Dramsoc Society is
producing rwo plays: QOedi-
pus,” new version by Jim
Sheridan which has been on
already in the Aula Maxima
in St. Stephen’s Green, will
be on at the same venue dur-
ing the Festival on March
2 and 3 and on Murch 4
and 6 there will be a pro-
duction of Tom Stoppard’s
play “ Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are  Dead,”
directed by Patrick Drury
in the Little Theatre. Only
two other plays are on in
the  evenir the  Strand
Players  “Marat-Sade”  is
now regrettably over having
had only one production on
March 1, but you can still
see “Journal of a Hole"
presented by Slot Players on
March 6 and 7 at the Aula
Maxima. Lunchtime Theatre
is being provided by Meta-
morphix with Israel Noro-
vitz's  “The Indian wants
the Brave” at the Aula
Maxima on March 3 and
7, while at the same place
on March 2, 4 and 6 there
will be a production of
“T.NV. by Jean Cland Van
Ttallie.

The
which

musical programme,
is more of a crowd-
drawer, is also a bit more
ambitious,  the  highlight
being the piano recital by
Pascal Roge in the Synod
Hall, Christ Church, on
March 6. Apart  from
Pedro Soler, the Flamenco
guitarist who gave his recital
on March 1, Roge is the
only non-Irish musician in
the programme. On March
3 there will be a concert of
chamber music in the Synod
Hall,  Christchurch,  with
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Edward Beckett (flute),
John  Beckett  (harpsichord)
and Betty Sullivan (viola da
Gamba), On the same even-
ing at 11 pm, there will be
“ madnigals by candlelight
featuring the College Singers
at the Festival Club in the
Tailors’ Hall.  Other musi-
cal items on the proramme
include the Apex Jazz Band
from Belfast in the Rupert
Guinness Hall on March 2,
a Flamenco recital by the
Dublin guitarist, Y. Gerald
Grennel in the Tailors’ Hall
and Sean O s Mass
sung by the ch of Dom-
inican College, Tallaght, at
St. Audeon’s, High Street,
on March Sth,

Apart  from the poelry
readings nearly all of which
take place at lunchtime
right through the festival in
the City Hall, the remainder
of the programme is made
p of various lectures in the
ilors’ Hall relating to the
history of the Libertics.
They include * Viking and

Medieval Dublin by
Breandan O Riordan on
March 2; “Architecture and

Sculpture of Christ Church
by Roger Stalley ™ on M_urch
3; “Dublin and Its Liber-

LI

One of a series of many drawings of the Liberties by Michael O’Brien, which can be seen
Above is * St. Patrick’s Close.

on exhibition at the Tailors’ Hall during the Arts Festival.

ties, Transformation through
the Ages,” by Nuzla Burke
on March 6 and on March
7; “Dublin’s Medicval Heart
Renewed,” by Uinseann Mac
Eoin,  which takes in

THOSE GENIAL  late
students, the Merrimen, are
going quite political  this
year, it would appear. Their
Summer School theme is to
be “Daniel O'Connell and
the Rise of Irish Demo-
cracy,” while for their
Winter School this weckend
they propose to examine
Radio  na  Gueltachta—in
depth, presumably.

Speakers at the weekend
will include  Chairman  of
RTE, Donall O Morain; the
Ceannaire  of  the  new
service, Padraig O Rag-
hallaigh; members of the
Saeltacht civil rights move-
ment; and Gareth Bevan of
Bangor University in Wales
One trusts that all of them

will have read  their
Feedbacks.

Two  quotations  from
recent  historical  works  on

Irelund might be of interest
to Summer School ‘pupils’;

Only the Catholic
gentry,  bourgeosie  and
Church can be described
as  real  beneficiaries  of
O'Connellism.

That is from D. R.
O'Conor Lysaght's The Re-
public of Ireland (Mercier
1970); this s taken from
A History of the Irish
Working  Class by Peler

Berresford  Ellis (Gollancz),
published this week :
Like his fellow Irish-
man, Edmund Burke, he
was an anti-revolutionary.

When  he  spoke about
liberty, he had in mind
the mid-19th century

English middle class con-
ception. He was an ardent
monarchist and cherished
a romantic attachment for
his “darling little Queen.”
No doubt the iconoclasts
of  Cumann Merriman will
take into acount rather un-
fashionable views of the
‘Liberator’ like those. No
matter what, the School—to
be held in Scarriff this year
~is bound o be lively.

TRADITIONAL  musicians
have always struck me as
people who are very much
on the pig's back so to speak
with this much talked-about
revival of Irish music. It
seems to be widely accepted
in fact that there has been
a definite revival. R.T.E.
for all its faults does have
a few good programmes
h week (though it will be
ued no doubt that these
could be more and better);
there is glways the possibility
of an American tour for the
Seamus  Ennises, the Paddy
Moloneys er al; Guael Linn
and Claddagh have done a
pretty  good job in putting
much of the music on re-
cord; and finally one must
also mention of course the
presence and influence  of
the late Sean O Riada right
through the 1960's,

Not everybody however is

happy with the state of
affairs. Take this for ex-
ample: “To speak now of a

of Irish tradi-
is to speak of
which exists

great revi
tional mu
a  movement
only in the imagination of
speakers whose privilege it
is to open fleadhanna ceoil.”
The statement is from a
recently  published  book,
Folk Music and Dances of

c

Ireland (The Talbot Press
£1.50) by Brendan Breath-
mach, chairman  of Na

ann and editor-
cum-publisher of the Irish
magazine, Ceol. His
in short, is that what
the rise in popularity of the
music has meant is an in-
filtration of foreign elements
—he singles out the guitar
in particular —and thus an
eventual destruction of the
basic and essential charac-
teristics of the music. One
can hear the cry of ‘purist’
already, which is what Mr.
Breathnach may well indeed
be. Nevertheless his book is
well worth reading, even just
as an introduction and guide

St. Catherine’s, High Street.
For those who would pre-
fer the open air there are
some guided tours of the
Liberties, on March 4, for
instance, starting at 10.00

to traditional music. Those
interested will be pleased to
know that in the next issue
of Hibernia Mr. Breathnach
will be outlining in detail his
ideas on the revival of Irish

music.

Roland Jacquerello
THE ABBEY, I think, have
made a

good investment
lately with their acquisition
of the youthful but ex-

perienced talents of Roland
Jacquerello:  he is  joining
them as a director on a nine-
month contract. A former
member of Trinity Players
and a founding member of
the Dublin Stage Company,
Roland Jacquerello has been
directing plays in Dublin and
England for the past three
vears. He is probably best
known for his original Irish
production of Kevin Laffan’s
“I's a Two Foot Six
Inches i

am., there is an industrial-

archacological tour of the
Liberties, while at 3.00 p.m.
on the same day there is
a walking tour of medieval
Dublin with Henry Wheeler.

REMINDERS
On Monday evening,
March 6th, at 8 p.m.. and
on the following day. in the
afternoon, there will be two
‘cello and piano recitals by
Werner Taube and Rudolf
Dennemarck, at the R.D.S.
On Sunday next (March 5th)
the R.T.E. Symphony Or-
chestra gives a public con-
cert at the Gaiety; included
in the programme is Sean
O Riada's “The Banks of
Sullane.” On the following
Sunday (March 12th), they
are back at the Gaiety again
with Josef Wilkomirski con-
ducting his own “Stela "70™;
also on the programme is
Mozart’s “Piano  Concerto
in C Minor ™ and Tchaikow-
sky's Pathetique.”
The Irish Film Society
continues its special

ason
of Roman Polanski films
with “Dance of the Vam-

pire: on Tuesday, March
7th, and “Rosemary’s Baby™
on March 28th. In April, in-
cidentally, they will also be
showing a special season of
the Marx Brothers. with
such films as * Duck Soup.”
* Animal  Crackers” and
“Monkey Business.”

From Tuesday, March 7th
to March 29th, there will be
an exhibition of the works
by the German artist, H. A.
P. Grieshaber, winner of the
1971 Durer Prize, at the
Municipal ~ Gallery. There
will also be a lecture on
Grieshaber at the Municipal
Gallery on March 5th, and
also on March 12th, by Dr.
Karl-Gustav  Gerold of the
German Embassy: both lec-
tures start at 12 p.m.

DUBLIN ARTS FESTIVAL

CEOLTOIRI LAIGHEAN in concert—on Saturday, March 4th
—a new traditional group.
RUPERT GUINNESS HALL at 8.00
60p, 40p, students 30p

Tickets from Festival Office, SI Dawson Sticel. Phone 47731
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Finance Property. Stockmarket Economics

The Economy

in Review

THE ENTIRE FINANCIAL section in this issue is
given over 10 an examination of the developmeats in the
Sconomy over the past fourteen months and a look at
possible trends for the coming year. Included is a synop-
sis of the forecast for the various sectors of the economy
for 1972. The analysis is divided into five main sections
-—Unemployment, Price Inflation, Foreign Trade, Pub-
lic Expenditure and finally the Monetary Sector—our
belief being that these are the sectors in which the most
important developments took place and also the ones
which hold the most significance for the coming years,

There are two ways of looking at Mr. Colley's posi-
tion as the Budget for the coming financial year is being
moulded within the various departments of state. The
first is in the traditional fashion, and argues for a con-
tinuation of those policies and structures which have
been the hallmark of the past decade. It sees the Minis-
ter faced with a new round of wage increases tha
threaten to add flames to an already inflationary posi-
tion and so must be counter-balanced. It sces him faced
with record levels of unemployment and related de-
mands for an increase in public capital expenditure 10
provide a stimulus for economic activity. It sees a par-
ticular threat to the tourist industry because of the
troubles in the North, and it sees the need for greater
allocations to both the Army and the Garda for the
same reason. Faced with these difficultics and many
more like them, the most probable Budget to result will
raise some additional taxation here, and distribute it
there, in a fashion that will not affect any one section in
a fundamental fashion. In other words it will be a
traditional and unexciting budget.

But there is, of course, another way of looking at
Mr. Colley’s position. This starts from a basic recogni-
tion of the exceptional nature of our economy, one of
the smallest in Europe, one of the poorest in Europe,
and one which because of these characteristics requires
very exceptional management. The last exceptional
initiative in Irish economic affairs dates back to 195%;
the reversal of Sinn Feinism and the launching of the
first programme for Economic Expansion. Now that
E.E.C. membership is introducing a comparatively new
ball game, it should be recognised that a new initiative
is needed that might carry this miniscule economy
through the difficult period which certainly lies ahead.

Opverall the best achievement of any Finance Minister
(as Ludwig Erhard demonstrated so effectively in post-
war Germany) is to create the conditions that rewards
personal effort and enterprise. The export tax incentives
were in this mould, as were the grants to new industry,
and both showed good results. The absence of a capital
gains tax in this country is another exceptional attrac-
tion to investors. But the spirit of enterprise, as reflected
in greater earnings, is positively discouraged as far as
wage earners are concerned. The present luw-‘lcvul
application of P.A.Y.E. is a real deterrent to the will to
work harder and longer. A shift in the emphasis of
taxation from earning to spending (while retaining
heavy taxation at the higher income levels) is one
fundamental matter of policy that the Minister should
consider.

Another is the total cost of Government in this small
country. Because the Fianna Fail Government has been
continuously in office for so long it becomes increasingly
difficult for any new Minister to institute reforms, or
force through any fundamental changes. Donogh
O'Malley knew all about that. But it is safe to say that
if the Minister for Finance was determined to do it he
could reduce the cost of government by 107, without
having to try too hard.

There are all the usual reasons why Mr. Coiley
should bring in a cautious and conservative budgei.
It will be interesting 1o see if he has the courage to
atlempt something more imaginative,

The Financial Editor

UNEMPLOYMENT A

PERMANENT PROBLEM

Although unemployment in the Republic has
lately begun to show a welcome decrease

February 11th, 841 lower than the previous wee

the problem is still a very serious one.
cent of our insurable working population are still
registered as unemployed and it is unlikely that there
will be significant improvements during the year.

THE PROBLEM of unem-
ployment in Ircland it must be
remembered is very much a
permanent  one, although its
presence has  been  always
somewhat ignored because of
the safety valve provided by the
high rate of emigration. Apart
from Finland, we are the only

country in North  Western
Europe which is unable to pro-
vide enough employment for

those of the population who
want it here. Irish unemploy-
ment also differs largely from
that associated with the trade
cycle—i. increasing lack of
work  because of insuflicient
demand or investment, a prob-
lem associated with most coun-
tries whose development does
not depend largely on foreign
trade.  Rather unemployment
here is what economists refer

were quite high in

area, accounting in
for 23 per cent.
country’s total.  In

2,457, in Dr

the

of

78,515 on

Nearly 9 per

Cork
November
the

Limerick
there was an increase of 473 to

heda an increase

of 200 to 1,150 and in Dun-
dalk 283 to 1,137. Of the
December 3st figure of 76,454
just under hall were unem-
ployed farmers or  farmers’
dependants.  The most rapid
rise, however, in unemploy-

ment was in service and manu-

facturing industries,
dominantly  men
victims,

The
can
main

rise in
be attributed
ctors

we
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pre-
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- decreased emi-

gration, rapidly contracting em-
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emigrated, as compared with
an average of 12,200 a year
between 1966 and 1971 The
reason for this situation was,
of course, the ecenomic posi-
ton in Britain, where, during

the same period, nearly a mil-
lion people were out of work,
It is a new, and harrowing, ex-
perience for the Irish economy
to have high unemployment at
the  sa tin the UK.
Now, however, that the miners’
strike is over the UK.s
economy will no doubt begin
to recover, but it is possible
that' it could take up to three
years to have any consider-
able impact over here, and it
is far from clear that Irish
emigrants will continue to be
as welcome as they have in the
tion then, at le:
being, will lose ity
sort of

as

role as a

traditional
escape valve in Irish economic

policy, and for the first time
the country may be forced to
try and solve its own pro
One of

economic

country is th
in agricultural
a faster rate than r
be created in manufacturing or

employment a

jobs can

service employment. In each
year there is a decline of
roughly 10,000, In 1961 there

were, for instance, 379,000 far-
mers and farm workers. By
1967 there was a fall to
322,000, by 1969 a fall to
303,000 and by 1970 to 291,000,

The redundancy figures f
1971 were exceptionally high,
showing an increase of 120 per
cent. over 1970 — 8,556 wor-
kers, as compared

10 as “structural,’ and as such It is estimated that between I'wo important aspe

cannot be b by con- N 1970. and Novem- the redundancy are to
ventionul policies which are ber, 1971, only 2.250 people be noted.  Firstly, just under
really only cfiective when deal-

ing with trade cycle unemploy-

ment. The situation has arisen  J°

before, for instance, where in-
creases in unemployment have
been  accompanied by  high
levels of demand, and it is in-
teresting to note that, although
total employment increased lust
year also, it was one of the
worst years for unemployment
since the post-war period,

* Kk

At the end of 1971 total un-
employment stood at the ex-
tremely high figure of 76,454,
the highest since the very de-
pressed year of 1959, and an
increase of 8,824 on the total
for January 1st, 1971, The most
significant increase took place
in the latter half of December
~—on the 17th of that month
the total came to 71,354, The
seriousness of the situation can
be underlined by the fact that
as a proportion of population it
wis more than twice as grave as
that of Britain. The unemploy-
ment problem was pretty wide-
spread over the Republic as a
whole, Between  December
I8th, 1970, and December
I17th, 1971, no area showed a
significant  or  substantial de-
crease.  During  this  period
the heaviest increase was in the
area of the highest population,
Dublin/Dun 1.
had an increase of about 3,000

to a new total of
Cork there was an increase of
1,200 to 2.868, Jund:
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half of the redundancies were
indus-

in the manufacturing

tries, two-thirds being  ac-
counted for by textiles, food
and drink, and clothing and
footwear industries. In the
distributive trades and in trans-
port there were 837 and 553
redundancies respectively. Ol

the latter group 320 were Dub-
who lost

lin deep-sea dockers

their employment under a de-
modernisa-

casualisation  and

tion scheme,

A major factor behind the
redundanies in 1971 has been
the depression in the Britsh
and American markets, which
can be particularly seen in the
case of textiles. The closure of
Anglo-Irish We Lid. in

Tuam last stance
was a result of ¢ firm’s
failure to compete with other
imports in the British market

after a lowering of British wn

port duties — 146 people lost
their jobs.  Altogether in the
textile industry 5 per cent. of
emplo cir jobs. Two
other problems which =
industry were increased
trade and inflation

Rec n usually hits
the Irish textile industry guite
faster than it doess the Brwih.
t corresponding  pick-ups
tend to lag behind, with con-

wdjustment
e concerned
Redundancies in n
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early
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Oof new capi
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impact

lintensive tech-

niques m 6,300 in 1964 1o
5.700 in 1970, The same po

; e posi-
tion more or less 1

applies to
clothing firms.
C.1o.
small-size firms
in the E.F ¢
or begin

according to the
of  the
disappear

€po most
will

unless ¢

ey merge
10 co-operate

A\ recurring
dundancies has

deness

feature of
the sud-
Arms have
plans either to
labour or to
plant. This seems
particularly with
toreign firms, and indicates the
diliculty _ of Sustaining  deve-
onal areas with
not  committed 1o
the wider social welfare of the
area, his can be 3 problem,
even when there is an lullbrclh‘
organisation the area, as
At Shannon. A case in p«-um
vceurred in March when the
International Textured  Yarn
plant announced iy wlention
o close without forey

re-
been
with which
announced their
cut back
close their
o be

force

SO

lopment in regi
enterprises

for

} Varning,
cither the 120 workers uwulve‘\l
O SEADCO. The factory wag
closing ¢

1 was announcad, for
of considering the in-
aton of pew Squipment
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/bUTLOOK FOR 1972

l"cn“[s where new agreements  will arise
during the year that they will not

be in any way more inflationary than the cements which

One mportant assumption to be
made before any forecast can be
given for this Sector is that the
National ~ Pay  Agreement  will
remain in force and in those cases

they replace.  Given this, then, a rise of 12, can be expected
for non-agricultural wages and salaries, which more or less
follows the same trend as last year As far as other non-

agricultural income is concerned (c.g.,
should be in l_hc order of 11 Phe important aspect about
this forecast is that it represents a substantial increase over
the past two years and will lead to a significant narrowine of
the gap in the rate of increase with employee remuneration.
The expansion in industrial output in the last year and its
",\“cd acceleration this year should lead to some recovery
jn corporate profits, 4

For agriculture, an increase in income of about 6,59, is
assumed, which compares reasonably with previous years: the
increase in cattle j $ may not be as large as in 1971, but
increases in other prices, as well as in output, can be expected.

profits), the increase

Assuming that industrial carnings
will rise by about 129. the value
of personal consumption is likely to

incr by 10.590. In arriving at

" “H this figure it is important to take
[uP[N |I [ nto account, firstly, the influence
instalment  credit terms

3 the Gon emoval of hire-purchase,

rictions announced last October and,
ate of price inflation.
for consumer prices
mme of con-
mprovement over

more heartening

was the con-
e value of total
¢ s services, The

should be more
with an increase
Industrial exports, both
id buld account for
st bear in mind

trend for this yea
JT Jess Yhe same,
115

in 1971.
good a
se of about
e of growth
exports is
ad and it is
1 trade in the
1l into 1972,

ary crisis of last
t itself, albeit in a

cke

to note the
t of 1971, which c«

uld

etback in the tourist industry, an over-all

« of invisible exports of about 47, 1s

e % This is about the same rate of growth

as in 1971 and impli 111 decrease in the volume of such
export

A current price rise of about

11.5% in the volume of imports

J 15 c\.pulcl, in constant plin‘c terms
increase in final

- this means an
demand of 4%. 1f one allows for
IMP"HIS the reduction in aircraft deliveries,
however, the expected growth of
imports is 12% in value and aboul 59, in volume. The
rise in import prices—5 will not be as great as last year
and there are reasons 1o believe that it could possibly be less
than expected There was a marked slowing down in !hc
throughout last” year which

. Tate of incr
may well cc

se in import prices
stinue and it is important

also to bear in mind

the effects of the recent chan in currency paries.
Regarding the composition of imports, most forms of pro-
ducers pital goods can be expected 10 be u_n[mncd in
Jarger quantities and also a faster rate of industrial produc-

iral stock-

tion, along with a greater level of non-agricullt
building, is likely to stimulate a marked rise in
goods for further production.

=

imports of

Given the forecasts for exports
and imports of goods and services,

balance of payments

the current
m— deficit should be about £81 million,
which is much the same as last
PAYM[NIS year. If, however, the possibility
b mentioned above arises, that im-
porit rise less than forecast, this would bring an

prices
appreciable reduction to the def / een
high for the past three years, This is because lrls‘h imports
are not very sensitive 1o changes in price; thus, a higher than
average ncrease in import prices usually Jeads to a rapid
increase jn the value of total imports and, of course, vice
versa,

‘it, which has been rather

The increase in the volume of

o
@ fixed investment should be about
@] 3%. A qualification  must be
i diately introduced, however,
that the forecast is a somewhat

tentative one, as there is a good

measure of spare capacity in the
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The trend in unemployment depends to a great extent io
developments in the U.K.'s economy and although this will
most likely start to pick up quite soon, especially now that
the miners’ strike is over, it may be some time before it
begins to show any appreciable effects. In short, then, the
present trend of unemployment, with seasonal fluctuations,

cconomy at present, some of which may well persist until the
end of the year, It must also be pointed out that although
the figure nmay seem quite small, it must be remembered that

In 1971 there was the exceptionally large investment in air-
craft. If we exclude this, the increase in investment for this
year should be around 8% in volume (compared with 3.5,

m 1971) and 154, in value (10.5% in 1971).

_ Whatever about the actual nature of the figure, what can
definitely be said is that there will be some sort of an increase
Inoanvestment in 1972, This becomes apparent especially
when one considers the following factors—the high rate of
industrial exports in 1971 and the high level forecast for 1972,
the recent Government measures to stimulate investment, the

can be expected to continue.
- The average risc in consumer
prices of 7.57, indicates a further
e moderate check to the acceleration

of inflation. This compares to an

average rise of 8.9% in 1971 and

p"“:[s a rise of 8.29% in the preceding
year. The forecast depends, how-

ever, 10 a great extent on the presupposition that there will
be little or no increase in indirect taxes. A smaller increase
in import prices than expected could also make a significant
difference to the trend of the consumer price index, but there
would be a considerable time lag before the effects became
apparent.

forecast increase in consumer expenditure, the forecast im-
provement in profits, and the recently announced reduction
in company taxation. It goes without saying, of course, that
the extent o which the economy recovers in the forthcoming

year depends greatly on a substantial recovery in investment,
especially in the private and industrial sectors,

gh, as already noted

m ?% above, an increase in industrial
cxpansion is  to  be expected

throughout this year, with a result-

ing small increase in industrial

[MPI_“YM[NI employment and perhaps a larger
rise incrcase in  the other non-

agricultura lIsectors, it nevertheless cannot be expected that
this will make any significant difference to the present high
level of employment. Increases in industrial employment

The forecast rate of growth for

% the economy this year in real terms

is 3.5%, or 11% at current prices,

which implies a general price rise

through the economy of 7.5%. The

E,M_E rate compares somewhat favourably

with last year’s (estimated at 2.5%)

and particularly so with that of 1970, which was just 1.5%.

In terms of the past decade it falls short of the average

growth rate of just about 47, (at its highest in 1969 at 7.9%

and at its lowest in 1968 at 1.47.). The importance of the

tourist industry for the economy as a whole is perhaps no

better shown than by the fact that if it were not for the 7%

decrease in volume in that industry Gross National Product

for 1972 would be over 4 \As regards the other sectors,

Industry should account for just over 29 of the increase,
Services 0.9%, and Agriculture 0.3%.

tend to lag considerably behind increases in industrial output.

A cfear_ picture of the new, modern
Ireland isemerging:

Vigorous. Prosperots:Confident.

- And UDTi8 playing animportant part
inits development. . _

By providing finance inindistry, in
agricultire and in'the home;we help'keep
the économy buoyant.

Andour Endeavour Award givesus a
specialinterest in Tourism - >

. ‘[),‘e‘vgloping Ireland.

As a company within thé
United Dominions Trust Group, whose
gross assets exceed £500:million UDT
is helping Ireland develop stccessfully:

United Dominions Trust:{reland) Litd., Bankers.
Head Office: Hume House, Pembroke Road,
Ballshridge, Dublin 4. g
And at'Athlone, Carlow, Cork, Galway, Kel
Kilkenny, Limerick, Roscommon and-Waterford
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Economic Review '72’Inflation

PRICE INFLATION

SINCE 1969 TIrish economic
policy has been increasingly
concerned with ml'l.\llonlr) de-
velopments and their impica-
tions for the external balance,
Rates of increase in costs and
prices i the 1960s  were
amongst the most rapid experi-
enced in OECD countries. The
trend became particularly exa-
eerbated in 1968, however, the
<onsumer price index for the
end of that year being 5! per
cent that a year earlier; in 1969
the increase was about the
same, in 1970 it rose to 8.2 per
ceat while last year the average
increase for the year was just
under 9 per cent.

There are four main factors
which can be signalled out as
being instrumental ir the rapid
increase  in  price inflation
towards the end of the last
decade,  British  devaluation

of the pound in 1967 was cer-
tainly one, leading to a sharp
rise in import prices in the fol-
lowing year which eventually

had its effect on  domestic
prices.  Also in late 1967 and
early 1968 |gmullur|| prices

had a steep rise, mainly due to
an increase in the export prices
of cattle. The raising of the
wholesale tax rate from 3
cent to 10 per cent in y
1969, the further increases in
the wholesale tax rate on cer-
tain goods in the 1969 Budget
and the 1970 supplementary
Budget bringing the rate of
these goods to 20 per cent, and
the rise from 2! per cent to 5
per cent in the Turnover Tax
rate in the 1970 Budget are also
very important factors behind
the increased rate of inflation,
vin contributing factor
to the inflationary spiral, how-

ON THE GALLOP

ever,

as the very large increase
in incomes, particularly in 1969
with the maintenance men's

Domestic Expenditure for non-
agricultural wages and salaries
wis about 44 per cent while that

settlement and the subsequent for other income which in-
very large wage demands, in cludes profits and agricultural
Some cases in the region of  income was just under 2 per

over 50 per cent. The National cent.  Imports came next with
Pay  Agreement of 1970 re- 4 percentage increase of over
stored some order but with the 2} per cent while indirect tax-
price of a relatively high overall ation nct of subsidies was 1}
settlement, per cent and  depreciation

The relative importance of accounted for | per cent, Total
these fuctors in the increase of input then came to over 11 per
inflation in 1971 can be seen cent.  Tuking into account the
by analysing the raise in the price increase in exports of
general price level by cost com- wbout 21 per cent we are left
ponent. In 1971 the major

1

with a total increase in the
source in inf| nlu-n rmm the cost price level of gross domestic
side

expenditure of just under 9 per
of ¢s in W cent
salary incomes; non-ag
wages, sal and incomes
had & per age increase of  Scale of
about 41 per . The increase  the past |
in the Price Level of Gross

The massive increase in the

demands  over

v years is a pheno-

menon, which cannot be casily
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It's your flaming business.

So please don't let it get too hot

to handle. Install a good fire
prevention system, and check it
regularly. In short, take time to
look for fire risks; then eliminate
them. And insure your business
with Hibernian.

When you improve the everyday

risks as much as you can, vou'll
have greater peace of mind. You’'ll
know that you’re completely
insured against loss through
illchance; both from an insurance
viewpoint and a practical one.

Make peace of mind your policy.

As Treland’s largest general

insurance company, beel nian

takes a very real interest in the
health of Irish industry, through
investment and tlnough insurance
cover. We know that a little care in
eliminating risks can eliminate
major losses too.

And, happy thought, if everyone
gave some consideration to risk
improvement, we could give every-
one more economic cover.

HIBERNIAN

ol INSURANCE

e s g ¢ |
Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Tel 772911
A::: thirty-six local offices throughout the country
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This guarantee is valuable. You see, every
Lucas B90 replacement unit, comes with

a written 12

months guarantee. Moreover,

it's your guarantee of a genuine

replacement

. Lucas B90 is stocked by

garages who care about you. So the next
time a garage fits a replacement for you,
get the genuine one. All Lucas B0

replacement

starter motors, dynamos,

alternators, regulators elc., have the
writlen guaranice

Joseph Lucas Limited
Dublin & Cork
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A CRISIS IN PUBLIC FINANCE?

ment  on
and from

borrowing ab
the domestic banks
to finance its capital expendi-
ture.

Forcign  borrowing  carries
certain - liabilitics On the
financing side it comnuts us
1o paying inferest  payments
abroad whick enter in our
balance of payments on cur-

be helping you sort all this out.
Butisit?

JEvery business needs the traditional
services offered by the established banks,

rent account, which, in turn,
creates a real claim on Irish
output.  In other words, we
increase our capital now at the
expense  of decreasing  the
goods and services available {o
us in the future. There is the
possibility, of course, that the
capital will be sufliciently pro-
ductive to produce those goods

and services which will be
bought by the inferest pay-
ments  abroad and o thus

yield a surplus, Theie is also
a  monetary implication in
such foreign borrowing. I we
borrow abroad instead of save
at home and we spend that
borrowing on anything in
Ireland, what we are doing
amounts to an importing of
extra demand and thus a stimu-
lation of inflation.

In mid-1969 advances te the
Government stood at nearly
£60 million, while in Novem-
ber of last year they stood at
just over 102 million. Such
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porfant, however, that bor=
rowing of this size to be re-
peated year after year may
stretch the Associated banks
beyond the capacity of their
deposits.

an increase poses large prob-
Jems. Quite simply such bor-
rowing mops up all available
credit; what the Government
takes cannot be available for
the private sector. More im-

Business growth means bigger competi-
fors, bigger cash flows, more investments,
new chances to expand. And your bank should | well, All

Association with Mambros Bank Limited, 'I'he ’

the means
enormous

But unless you want to let the grass grow
under your feet you need a merchant bank as

ied Yrish Investment Bank has

1d the ways - that could be of

i lue to your financial growth.

‘We can help you raise new capital through
public flotations or long term Joans. We can. |

give you short term deposit facilit
competitive rates of lnareat. \;‘e ﬁ\e:naatge
{%:f,: porﬂ;m;z Wwith a full-time staff.
an make
buu‘l;neu. gger deals for your bigger
. Get ready for the big boys. Make
Irish Investment your ‘uco):d bank, s

ALLIED IRISH INVESTMENT BANK

MEMBER OF ALLIED JRISH BANKS GROU

onto-Don

) 3
ank and Irish Life Assurance Company Limited,

nion

5 Gollege Green, Dublin 2, 'l‘elé))l)oné 778301,
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TOTAL EXPORTS HIT BY DECLINE

SANGUINE forecasts of a
<ontinued rise in the value of
total exports of goods and ser-
vices—at about the same rate
as in 1971—must be taken with
some caution, particularly in
view of the increasing confu-
sion and uncertainty in the
British market. While this may
be to overstate the case for
pessimism, there is certainly
little doubt that invisible ex-
ports will be heavily hit in the
fortcoming season. Declines

IN TOURISM

The picture in 1971, while not
fully developed as yet, is likely
to reveal a continuing down-
ward trend,

This may be more pernicious
in its overall effect on the
economy than it seems at first
glance, since tourist expendi-
ture flows more directly into

the national economy than
does that  of most other
sectors.

We must also take into

than we need. The 1971 figure
(overal) of 117 growth in
value of total exports repre-
sents a rather smaller rise in

volume—a mere 4%,.
The position here will be
seriously exacerbated in the

event of an unsatisfactory, or
no, settlement of the landing
rights dispute, as not only will
Acr Lingus revenues fall, but
American tourism in Ireland
will be further depressed as a

surprisingly bad single-sector
items, and these indicate better
performance in  other areas,
Despite the price inflation, ex-
ports from the Shannon Indus-
trial Estate were down a whop-

ping 12. by value in 1971
while, as regards metal ores
and concentrales, the drop

(accentuated in this instance by
price-falls) was 4599 ! Pre-
dictions of some recovery in
these areas contribute to the
optimistic projections for 1972:
the metal ore price level is ex-
pected to recover, and equally
Shannon exports are expected
to return to at least their 1970
level.  Nonetheless, we are still
in the realm of illusory growth
based in large part on money
value ¢ and in no way
a reflection of real develop-
ment in the economy,

To presume any significant
real improvement in the per-
formance of the Irish economy
without the addition of major

account in any commentary on result.  The prospects, then, stimuli would be a serious
of up to 20% in the volume of  Irish exports the effects of in-  for a major contribution to error, and might lead to grave
tourism have been mentioned,  flation, Much of the “best™  economic recovery from the over-optimism,  with  conse-
and t!us can be contrasted with figure for export growth in tourist  sector are distinctly quences far beyond those of
falls in tourist expenditure (at 1971 is, in fact, attributable to  gloomy. mere  inaccurate  speculation.
fonstant prices) of 4% and 9% price inflation. and reflects a On the brighter side, this 1t can plausibly be argued that
In 1969 and 1970 respectively. poorer export performance  poor increase conceals some  overconfidence in the wake of

if you take
our advice

you'll go
places

New markets are calling. But
first you need new equipment,
maybe even new premises. In either
case, you need the finance which
will help you on your way. And the
financial advice which will tell you
which is the right way.

You know, that sounds just like a
job for us, Industrial Credit.

We've got many ways to get you
the money you need to expand.

Term Loans, Hire Purchase, Leasing
Underwriting, to name just a few.

And our
advice (based on
38 years’ experience of
solving financial problems) will
help you choose the service which
will be the most appropriate and rewarding
for your purposes.

New markets are calling. If you need medium or
long-term capital to help you on your way why not
come and see us, or telephone our Dublin or Cork office for
further information.

If you prefer, we shall be happy to call on you.

It pays to talk to Industrial Credit.

©
Industrial
Credi 26 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. Telephone 64771/6 and 62784/6

67 South Mall, Caork. Telephone 20267.
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good health,
and mental energy
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NATURAL VITAMINS
HERBAL TONICs
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HERBAL TABLETS
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 Work in”progress.

You’ve probably noticed it.

All over Ireland, the sign is going up.

On branches of the Munster & Leinster
Bank, the Provincial Bank, the Royal Bank,

A distinctive new illuminated sign that
says: Allied Irish Bank.

By Ist April we complete the plan that say that the AIB sign stands not only for
began over five years ago — putting together the strength and security, but for service that is
skills and resources of three of Ireland’s personal and understanding.
best-known Banks to offer the best in banking And if you’re not already a customer . . .
services #i one great Bank. then look for the sign. It could be the start of

If you’re already a customer of the a very fruitful friendship.

Munster & Leinster, the Provincial or the
Royal, yow’ll know what we mean when we

Allied Irish Banks (A) the peopte who anderstand

Munster & Leinster Bank, Provincial Bank, Royal Bank.
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Economic Review '72'Foreign Trade

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEFICIT PARTLY DUE
TO BEHAVIOUR OF IMPORT PRICES

Total imports of goods and
services rose by over 12 per
<ent in current money values,
or somewhat over 5 per cent
in volume terms during 1971.
The decline in imports of pro-
ducers’ capital goods continued
right through the year although
towards  September the rate
was somewhat modified. Im-
ports of partly-processed goods
and raw materials for use in
industry also declined. These

and machinery and industrial
output. The trend suggests that
activity in both these areas was
sluggish  during  the three
months ended in September,
1971. The remaining category
of imports, finished consumer
goods, us the only one showing
consistent increases up to the
third quarter of 1971, and re-
ceived an extra spurt at the
end of the year with the lifting

The behaviour of mport
prices over the past few years
is an important factor in
understanding  the continued
high deficit in the balance of
payments on current account
of about £80m., despite the re-
straints on demand. Up to
1968 import prices rose very
slowly — by less than 1 per
cent per annum. Since 1967,
however, import prices have
risen by more than 6 per cent

to the balance of trade posi-
ton, even if export prices rose
at the same rate, since mer-
chandise imports are consider-
ably greater than merchandise
exports, Thus in 1971, the
difterence to the balance of
trade of a rise in export and
import prices of 1 per cent, as
compared with a rise of 6}
per cent (i.e. the actual rise in
import prices) in both, would

of trade were unchanged. In

fact, they disimproved slightly

in 1970 and 1971, whereas on
average they proved in Ire-
land’s favour up to 1967,

It must be added, however,
that the volume of imports has
risen more than might be ex-
pected. This can in part be
explained by the composition
of demand in 1970 and 1971.
In the case of investment, the
decline in 1970 and
growth in 1971 in building and
an actvity with

slow

construction
a relatively low import content

- and
investment
on imports

the greater weight of
dependent  heavily

e.g. aircraft — is

conltent and their rapid grow'h
in 1970 and 1971 compared to
the decline in tourism which is
a low import activity, would
have also pushed up imports.
Also industrial exports in-
creased substantially over the
last decade in relation to agri-
cultural exports, another low
import activity.

these factors,
take into ac-

Apart  from

one must also
count the possibility that the
continued high im=
ports is due to a reduction in
competitiveness which is in
turn due to the lowering of
tariffs under the Anglo-Irish

Trade Agreement and the de-

rate of

two categories are indicators  of restrictions on hire pur-  a year on average. This makes  bo about £12 million, This > important factor. Industrial  terioration in our unit wage
of both investment in plant  chase. a very considerable difference  would be so even if the terms ~ €xports have a high import  costs,
Letters To The
Editor (contd.)
.
vote in the UN. over China’s
admission in exchange for a
Bill /l[(-Su)e()ne_y settlement  of the American
landing rights  issus Doss
“Mon Bags™ belweve
that there is no st thing as
Sir,—Bill  McS has  a principle, or is the only prin-
shown himself as a itic of ciple economic
the established Church in his China has a r
review of Cardinal Heenan's 4k This is tc
2 to the landin
autobiography, Not the P
Truth. He belittles a s the atfinaies e
man because, not only like * Moneybags.” —

ot

. wernyge f

[0

here are you going to
my pretty maid ?

“I'm going a-milking, sir,” she said. “For Bord Bainne.”
“For Bord Bainne ?” ’ ; ;
“For Bord Bainne, sir,” she said. “The Irish Dairy
Board. We export Ireland’s dairy produce aroun_d the wo.rld.
To Gibraltar. Cyprus. Malta. Canada. South Africa. America.

Philipines. Japan. And lots more besides.”

“How much do you export, my pretty n?aid;f"
“A very good question, sir,” she said. “Some £46-5

farmers.”

Duhlin 2.

“Then may | come with you, my pretty maid ?"*
“No! I'm extremely busy, sir,” she said.

An Bord Bainne/The Irish Dairy Board, Grattan House, Mount Street Lower,

millions in 1971, Over £8 millions more than in 1970."
“That's a lot of dairy produce!” ) :
“It is. Thanks to the work of 100,000 I[rish dairy

™

holy, has medelled his 1t
Christ,

but also makes

virtues obvious. All
model their lives on Christ and
in doing so attract men to the

Church.

Your note on Bill McSwee-
ney states that he is
Catholic priest. You ¢
have added for those
not know
was a priest of the Westminst

an ex-
ht to
o did

that he

hy

personally

Archdiocese and that Cardinal
Heenan was his bishop. In the
five years that I knew him in
Euston, where he worked, 1
found him to be a sensitive
man, dedicated to his work.
He attended my mother when
she was in hospital with cancer.
He worked hard to give the
Christian  message to young
people by involving them in
projects of a social nature, pro-
moted discussion groups to en-
courage people to think, and
was active in creating a com-
munity spirit in an area where
50 many people are without
roots,

I hope one day Bill McSwee-
ney will return to his true
vocation and leave the nebu-
lous attraction of sociology to
those who never experienced
the good life of a priest,—
Yours, ete,,

JOHN PY

44 Gordon Squu

London W.C. 1,

Economic
Expediency

Sir,—My belief in the irres-
ponsibility of stock market
prophels such as your corres-
pondent “Money  Bags"  was
steengthened when in the 21st
January edition of Hibernia |
found the suggestion that Ire-

tand should ppv‘ bartered theic

cte.,
PETER FEENEY

of Pol

Dept
University o

England.

Durham,

British Army
Plan

Sir,
front (Febru
more ly than ye
for, according to th
publication  Forz
ruary 9th), tt
(known in D
British Army to
border and attack th
camps in Counties Lo
Monaghan. It is said that
have been given the
on condition that they finish
the job cleanly and neatly and
do not have any confrontation
with Gardai or the Irish Army,
— Yours, etc.,

PATRICK J. N. BURY.
St. Patrick’s Hospital,
James street,

Dublin 8.

Without Malice

Sir, —Poor  Anne Harris !
She does seem to be hung up
on that word malice. Last week
we had her excusing what she
was pleased to call Brendan
Behan's  ““excusable  malice.”
Unless she wishes to avoid
obtaining exclusive Inish rights
to that word she would do well
to purchase a copy of Rogel's
Thesaurus, wherein  she  will
find some synonyms. 1 proffer
this advice, without malice, of
couhse.—Yours, ete,

JOHN DOYLE,
Main Street,
Baltinglass, .
. Co. Wicklow, i
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Economic Review 72'Monetary Sector

P

INCREASED MONEY SUPPLY

A CAUSE OF INFLATION

IN ITS RECENT quarterly
bulletin  report the Central
Bank informs us that: “The
central  problem confronting
the Irish economy in 1971 was
that of price inflation, with its
consequences in the form of
rising unemployment and slow
economic growth.” To the
Bank then the central
is inflation. One may
this point, however,
unemployment as
al problem — perhaps
pe  judgments  differ
we have pointed out
above, unemployment

najor problem not only
because of the high rate of
price inflation but also be-
cause of net emigration. Un-
employment, we also pointed
out, increased even though the
total at work increased during
1971.

This anomalous situation
underlines one of the major
deficiencies of the Irish
economy—the 1ow investmem
and savings ratios, ratios which
if they continue at their exist-
ing low level will never bring
about full employment. In
1967 the NIEC. in its full
employment report indicated
the type of saving and invest-
ment ratios that would be re-
quired to bring about full em-
ployme: In order to reach
full employment in the 1980s
the NIEC. estimated 2
one-third of incr s in
National product would
to be saved between 1970
and 40 per cent. after 1975. To
obtain full employment a gross
savings ratio of 30 per cemt
would be required for a sus-
tained period. At present the

4

gross vings ratio is only
aroun ) per cent. of national
output.

Any attempt to raise the
savings , however, must
run into yus difficulties be-

ate of infla-
o save has
st year for,
although the rate of inflation
has remained at its high level
the short-term rate, has come
down thus increasing the real
Joss that savers have to face.
The rate of inflation needs to
be brought down to a level
where savers will not suffer a
real Joss for abstaining from
consumption. Or else, of
course, if inflation cannot be
reduced, interest rates should
be made more attractive. In
Britain the Bank of England
has done this by removing the
cartel that formerly existed on
interest rates quoted by the
clearing banks, When a strong
demand for bank  funds
emerges then the rate of in
terest quoted on deposits will
reflect the competitive forces of

cause of the high

the market and not the artifi

cial constraints of the cartel. In
Treland the Central Bank and
the Associated Banks bave de-
cided not to pursue this policy.

The main monetary indi-
cators that need examination
for the past year are those re-
lating 10 the money supply,

general credit availability, the
rate of interest, and the con-
tinued large capital inflow into
the economy,

The Central Bank defines
the money supply in a very
narrow fashion. 1t consists of
currency in the hands of the
public plus current accounts
held with the Associated Banks
In other countries time de-
posits are generally included
in a definition of the moncy
supply and it may be highly
relevant to include them in
Ircland because time deposits
are almost twice that of de-
mand deposits— £587.9 million
as apainst £309.3 million in
September, 1971. Also there is
a strong argument that deposits
held with the North American
and some of the merchant
banks should also be included.
Is there a real basis for differ-
entiating between deposits in
the Bank of Ircland and de-
posits held in the Bank of
Asnericn 7

In jts recent Report the
Central Bank attributes the
blame for inflation to the in-
creases in incomes at rates far
in excess of the rise in produc-
tivity. Undoubtedly this is so
and income increases need to
be modified and productivity
needs to be i ed. But is it
not a somewhat simplistic ap-
proach to the problem of in-
on in Ireland ? Were there
not other factors beside in-
come increases that contributed
to the rise of price inflation ?

Any monetarist, for instance,
would state that the large in-
crease in the money supply
(as defined in the Central
Bank's narrow definition) of
17.5 per cent. during 1970/71
(on account of the public
making a large amount of
credit available to itself during
the bank dispute) was bound
to make its impact on prices
during the second half of 1971
because of the time lag in-
volved between a change in
the money supply and its vlti-
mate impact on prices. This
point is not mentioned in the
Report. Perhaps the Central
Bank in its zeal to focus public
attention on an extension for
another six months of the
national agreement  discounts
the importance of the effect of
changes in the money supply
on the price level.

In the second quarter of
1971 there was a decline in the
stock of money while in the
following period  up  to
November it increased by just
under 4.5 per cent. The largest
component  of  the money
supply, the current account
component, r1ose by some
£12.5 million while currency
grew by about £8 million. BaL

Bank advances rose by over
£100 million during the dis
pute from £417 million to £519
million in April, 1971. How-
ever, there was a cut back in
advances  during  the  third

quarter of the year to £48

(ontinued on Parge 30)
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Talk to

Royal Trust
-about
Investment Management

Deposit Accounts

Privately Invested Pension
Funds

Estate Planning

International Financial Services

Royal Trust

Canada’s Leading Executor and Trustee Company

THE ROYAL TRUST COMPANY
(TRELAND) LTD.

64 DAWSON STREET, DUBLIN 2

Tel. 779667. Telex 5441.

he Griffin aids

your
assets

The griffin symbolises NBFC, a member of
the Midland Bank Group.

You know we like to lend. But we also like
to borrow. We'll pay good money for your
money. And it's as safe as if it's in the
vaults of a £4,000,000,000 international
banking group. Which it is ’
Vyhether your cash is spare for two days or
six months, put it with thé people who'll
show areal interest in it.

It's worthwhile having the griffin on
side. He's an asset to any company. 3

Northern Banlk

Finance Corporation
Limited

A member of the Midiand Bank Group

Guardian House

112 Grafton Street Dublin 2.

Telephone: 771571/7
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(Continued from Page 29.)
million in September,

The total amount of ad-
wvances  rose  subsequently  to
#4498 mullion  in November,
1971 The hgures for advances
during the second half of 1971
indicate the K demand for
borrowing facilities by the pro-
ductive seclor of the economy.
In the three months ended
mid-August, 1971, there were
percentage  decreases in  the
Mining. Quuarrving and Turf
sector and  Transport, Com-
munication and Power sector
of 387 and 234, respectively.

As 4 result there was a con-
tinued weak demand for busi-
ness eredit from the Associated
Banks during 1971. However,
the siuation seemed 1o be
picking up somewhat towards
the end of the year for though
the!

maman stock

was a decline in the

between  April

Branches: Thomas Street, Phibs

and July there was a sharp rise
in the following four months
so that in the seven months to
November it increased by £20.5
million.

Whilst the Associated Banks
were finding it difficult to ex-
tend  credit o the business
sector  the  non-Associated
banks” total lending increased
by £31 million between April
and November, 1071,

The slack demand for busis
ness credit from the Associated
Banks during 1971 is  dis-
appointment as combined with
the falling off in demand for
mports of producers’ capitai
goods it reflects a pessimistic
business  situation  during  the
middle of 1971, The Central
Bank notes, however, that *
seasonally
figures for

he
adjusted trade
October  and
November suggested that the
decline in  capital-goods  has
been arrested.™

THE RATE OF INTEREST

During 1971 interest rates
moved in a downward direc-
tion following the trend in the
rest of the world, As noted
above short-term rates had the
most significant decrease
ranging generally from 2.5 to
3 per cent. Partly a reason for
the downturn in such rates,
especially  towards the begin-
aing of the year, was the
casing of monctary policy in
the United States. Long-term
rates, however, remained quite
sticky, an indication perhaps of
the expectation of continued
rapid  price inflation in the
cconomy. They fell on aver-
age by only 1 per cent, cg.
6} per cent Exchequer Stock
2005 the Jongest  dated
security standing at 9.78 per
cent. in December, 1970,
moved down to only 8.76 per
cenl a year later,

'l pay you 6%.interest on your money

Ty
\,? : ‘ N

Whatyou dowithit
isyourbusiness!

An Investment Account with
the Dublin Savings Bank pays
61% interest (*tax not deducted).
Withdrawalnoticeis just one month
and all investments are State Guaranteed.
Whatmore couldyou ask for?

Dublin Savings Bank-Safe and Sound

Head Office: Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1.

Dun Laop)

Over the first nine months
of 1971 there was a large
capital inflow of £141 million
compared to £ million for
the same period of the previous
year. £10 million of this is
attributable to the Government
borrowing abroad, £21 million
to known forelgn borrowing by
State-sponsored bodies and £5
million to an increase in special
Drawing  Rights  with  the
LM.F. Of the remaining £33
million £11 million arose out
of the repatriation of Bank of
England notes here early in the
year following the build-up of
foreign currency during the
bank dispute while a further
£16 million resuited  from a
combination of a decrease in
deposits of Irish residents with
Associated  Bank branches in
Northern  Ireland  and  an
increase in non-resident deposits

with domestic branches of
Assooiated Banks. This leaves a
residual net inflow of about
£11  million which is not
possible to break down pre-
cisely. Much of it however may

have been due to direct flows of

capital for industrial develop~
ment purposes and in con-
nection with mergers and take~
ovrs involving Irish and foreign
compames.

ASSOCIATED BANKS: ANALYSIS OF ADVANCES

19 August "69

(% of
£000  total)
1. Agriculture 64,820 15.5
2. Other
Primary and
Construction 15630 3.8
3. M'facturing 88,072 21.1
4. Financial 15871 3.8
5. Services . 126,658 30.3
6. Personal 60,675 14.5
RN o 46,480 11.0
8. Total Non-
Government 418,208 100.0

9. Government 59,485

19 August ‘71 16 Nov. '7I'
(% of (% of

£000 total)  £000 total)
74932 146 71,354 16.6
20857 4.1 20,063 4.7
97,954 19.2 77,616 18.2
30,496 6.0 11476 2.6
141,423 27.7 116,646 27.2
82,948 16.1 87,078 203
62,800 12.3 44,651 104

511,410 100.0
98,420

428.886 100.0
102,130

Ballyfermot. Fairview.

eason

Z

Backed by an international
banking network, Hill Samuel
& Co. (Treland) Ltd,, Merchant
Bankers, offer a complete and
flexible financial service (o
industry and commerce. From
Mergers and Acquistions, the
raising of finance in Sterling,
Foreign Currencies or the Euro-
dollar market to Deposits,
Export Finance and Investment
Porticlio Management — Hill

DUBLIN 2
BRANCHES AND AGENCIES

Pays 51% tax free on
-+ equal to almost 8

EDUCATIONAL

BUILDING sOcigTy

Assels over £24 million
HEAD OFFICE ;

WESTMORELAND

Samuel is ready to deal with them |
all, promptly and efficiently.

Talk to the merchant bank that
talks the language of today's'
world of business and industry.

HILL SAMUEL & CO.

(IRELAND)LIMITED :
MERCHANT BANKERS 1
41 Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin 2. |
Telephone: 64396. i

Hill Samuel talks

thelanguageof
‘international business

e TS

SRAI - SET S PSRRI

4%

il

investments
3% gross

ST.

PHONE 775191 5

THROUGHOU THE COUNTRY



PRIDE OF LYONS

AT LEAST ONE thing is uni-
Que about Jaguars and that is
that not even other manufac-
forers  quite how Sir
William Lyons—who has now,
alas. announced his retirement

know

wm  for the
always been so
as far as 1 can

s value aspect has
welped the XJ scries
o acquire the accolade of
being “The most coveted car
in the World.” 1 need hardly
add that it is not quite such a

re b in in this market
pi herein there is a . price
di 1 of—brace yoursel-
ves— ess than £1,088 for
same, tomatic

., moto

e time, in my
balcvon _past. when I had a
share of an XK 1ew 5. =

I used to cut a pretty. and ex-

treme
cular car
in my me use, in it, 1
made th off-the-cuff
wisecrack tore off.
Motoring with jend in a
bu area of London, his
t was interrupted by a loud
sound from without
har noise 7" he asked,
A quick butcher’s in
irror caled the
hard behind. “Send
not to find for whom the bell
#olis” 1 advised him, “ir 1olls
for Dickie.” And not even the
subsequent endorsement, nor
e fine, blunted my self-
appri n
It was exhilar then, to
@ 1o the marque and find
hat it was better, even, than
I remembered. For this big
Yag is, in all truth, a very
splendid car. The appointments

are so good; the thing handles
80 well; the motor
brilliant
, it is of extraordinary

Quietness, There are few things
¢ in life—well, just a very few
~smore exciting than effortless
#cceleration coupled with hush
and hush is what the XJ6 has
M large quantities. It is, T
Buesstimate, about five db
Quieter than anything I've tried
for years and that includes tne

E Mercedes; the Rovers
@nd the 16TS Renault-—none
of which are exactly claniour-
Ous transports.

And when you point that
long, shining Jag bonnet at a
goodly stretch of highway and
Press down, it strides away like
@ thoroughbred with muffled
feet, the revs and mph.s
Sweep up on the clear dials
but, otherwise, there is virtu-
aly no sign that you are
motoring rapidly except that
the hedges scem 1o pass by
Somewhat smartly,

Mly enough, the engine is
Bl it is rumoured, the one

and perfor-

and,

originally designed and plan-
ned for this particular chassis,
The story poes that they in-
tended to power it with the
new, V-12 motor but this
could not meet, or be modi-
fied in ume to meet, the
stringent anti-emission laws of
the US.A. So what they did
was to take the old faithful
XK engine and play yet aa-
other tune on it. (Can any
maker, anywhere, ever have
got such a return from one
basic design as Jags have from
that series? T prototype, if
memory breezed home
back one. two, three and
hours). In the XJ6, 4.2
e Le Mans' twenty-
W comes as an in-
with a cast-iron

serves,

way
four

der

v head. seven-
nkshaft and with
wcad cams driven by
Chmime. unit
rough two S.U.
petrol-

win exhausts,

this machi-
y of per-
the drag
box; I append
ft figures in

bracke Top speed 120 (123);
0-60 in 101 secs. (8.7); 29
second 100 p.h. (27.5)
whicl u, is about 11
seconds han the 280SE
takes 1o reach the ton. This
must be about the only car I
would prefer with automatic
transmission rather than with
manual and this because Jag's

floor-mounted lever has a very

nd third

Jong throw into first

and, more significantly, be-
cause the clutch movement is
relatively heavy and the pedal

has to be bottomed to muke a
slick change.

The torque curve is such that
this is a highly-docile car and

the pick up from low speeds is
wondrous to behold; it comes
comes away in the most un-

fussy fashion but with a gentle
and persistent pressure in the
small of the back. And yet
these six pots are tugging 324
cwt. but you pay for this, and
the elan, not 1o say panache,

with which it does it, in fuel
consumption—about 17 m.p.g.
is the norm. On this score,

mention should also be made
of the twin fuel tanks—about
12 gallons each — which are
switched into service by a con-
trol bencath the guage. Idioti-
cally, 1 had not bothered to
check the book and was fur-
ther deluded by the single fuel
guage into believing that }hc
switch was merely for assessing
what was left in each tank. So,
for some days, 1 was motoring
around wondering how any-
thing could wvse so much gas.
oblivious of the fact that the
starboard tank was almost full
and not being used.

T was much impressed with
the Borg Warner auto  shift
which was very clunkless and
non creeping; I was even more
taken with the power-assisted
steering. This 15 the Adwest
system of which | had not
heard: it is not only light and
very responsive but seems to
heavy up a trifle as the speed
increases so that you are not
divorced from road feel. This
I a0 most important characters
whe for in, for example, the
Rolls, the gets  pro-
gressively more hair triggerish
and you wonder what is hap-
pening there below. Tt is for-
tunate the Jag has this facility
since I imagine that heaving a
thing of this weight and this
tyre arca into parking spaces
might exercise the arm muscles
if one had no assistance. As it
35, you can twirl it nonchanily
with a finger or two.

steering

The ride allied to an ex-
tremely high standard of inter-
ior comfort and the afore-
mentioned  hush s guite
splendid.  (You will have
noticed that it s difficult not

to culogise about this machine).

D

The all-round independent sus-
pension, which has the suspen-
sion  components  themselves
carried and rubberisolated in a
sub-assembly, apparently copes
with anything in the hne of
surfaces and without signs of
bouncing or pitching. And
these is again completmented
with what seem to be virtually-
neutral steering and a 51:49
weight  distribution.  So, in
short, it provides limousin?
comfort which is maintained
ceven when the performance is
called up and it handles like »
sports car.

There 15, however, a trace or
two of the old-fashioneds. For
example, 19 grease  nipples
which should be attended 1o
every 6,000 miles and not easily
2 D.LY. owner who would
1 pit or hoist. But what am
I saying? The average Jaguar
owner probably thinks D.LY.
stands only for Dividend Inter-

est Yield and that a pit s
where poor people sit in the
theatre.

It is a very long time indeed
since 1 handed a car back with

greater regrel.

Hibernia, March 3, 1972

VITAL
STATISTICS

Engine : In-line six cylinder,
with (win ohe’s, 4235 cec.
developing 245 b.h.p. at 5.500
r.pm. and 283 ft/lb. torque at
3,750 r.p.m. (both gross). Twin
S.U.s and twin petrol pumps.
Front mounted driving rear
wheels

Transmission :
automatic;  manual
o/d also available.

Suspension; I-ront —indepen-
dent, double wishbones; coil
springs;  telescopic  dampers
and A/R bar. Rear— indepen-
dent;  transverse  links and
radius arms; limited slip differ-
ential; coil springs and tele-
scopic dampers.

Dimensions: Overall length—
15" 9%; o/width 5 9”; o/height
4’ 57, weight 32.6 cwt.

Costs:  £4,177 inc. T.O.T.
(manual version £4,055). (UK.
£3.089 and £2937). Road tax
£50.

Borg-Warner
box with

BIT, AND PIECES TO
HAND . ..

JUST RECEIVED from
Goodbody Associates, a small
bucket of a new car polish
“TAK Royal Wax” which,
they claim, has a number of
things going for it. One that
you can use on a4 wet car and,
two, that you can do the whole
car and leave it for a bit if you
so desire, and then polish off.
These I have proved. The third
m will take longer to estab-
lish — that it last for six
months; see our August issue.
TAK sells for 65/70p in shops
and supermarkets.

ALSO ARRIVED, from Chas,
Hanson of Brighouse, a new
“Screen Clean” specially for-
mulated by the Triplex peoole
and intended as an additive to
the washer. With, as well,
“Decosol,” another upholstery
and interior cleaner; prelimi-
nary tests of this seem to show
that it has something but,
again, more later after field
trials.
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The Industrial Credit
Company,Limited

Extract from the statement by the Chairman, Dr. J. P. Beddy at
the thirty-ninth annual general meeting of the Company on the
29th February, 1972.

Summary of the principal figures shown in the Accounts

for the year ended 31st October, 1971

Amount made available to industrial and commercial
undertakings during the year

Total assets
Gross income

Surplus before interest and tax
Net profit after all charges including interest and tax

These figures are the highest in the history of the Industrial Credit Group.

there was very

The Capital Market
The general background was not very
encouraging and it is not surprising that

little recourse to the market

by manufacturing companies in search of

£8.73 million
£26.91 million
£2.05 million
£1.76 million
£0.49 million

of capital were

The Reportand Accounts for the year ended
31st October, 1971 cover a period when
as in other countries there was a slowing

down in the volume of
manufacturing e

the growth rate
these  unfavourable de
results for the year reach
ummatised sbove, Th

increase in the numbers

exceptionally large loans, one of which

wass a short-term bridging

mitments undertaken in the previous year
which could not be disbursed until later
because of the closure of the banks. The
capital provided was financed mainly by
cash flow (44.9%), Repayable Advances
from the Minister for Finance (38.8%) and

deposits (10.9%).

Consolidated Profit and

Loss Account

The gross income of the
for the first time to over
than half of the gross inco

by interest on borrowings which increased
1o just over £1 million and mainly reflected

increases in Repayable A

Minister for Finance and Deposits, The
profit before tax was £692,517, the net
profit after charging all expenses including
interestand tax was £493,
takes into account a once-for-all adjust-

ment by SFC to which
in Note 1, page 16, of
Accounts,

Adding the balance brought forward, ‘the

amount available for

£506,868. Of this sum it is proposed to

allocate 1o the Revenue

parent company £225,000; £100,000 has
already been allocated to the reserves of
SFC, making in all a total addition of

£326,000 to the Group

terprises and generally in
of the economy. Despite

ubstantial is due 1o some extent to an

£38.381, of
forward in the
company and £

investment by

velopments  the
ed record figures

at the increase is
and amounts of

lean and to com-

Group increased
£2 million. More
me was absorbed

There were

the 21% rate of dividend of the previous
year, which after tax amounts to £143,487
leaving the carry forward of the Group at
which

our wholly-owned Subsidiaries.

Consolidated Balance
heet

The Balance Sheet Figure for qucted
securities is £445477 in excess of their
market value as compared with £108,286
in the previous year. A high proportion of
the excess reflects the very heavy fall in the
Stock Exchange quotations of the ordinary
shares of textile companies in a year of
much difficulty for the industry. On the
other side of the Balance Sheet, reserves
are up by £186,000 after the transfer of
£325,000 to Revenue Reserves and after
transferring from reserves as a provision
against loans and investments £139,000
(after adjustments for income tax). Group
Reserves now amount to £1.27 million,
of which SFC accounts for £0.35 million.

since the year

funds for additional capital equipment.
Instead, some exceptionally large amounts

raised for this purpose by

consortia in some of which the Industrial
Credit Company was a substantial partici-
pant. It was encouraging, however, that
towards the end of the year there was an
improvement in market conditions and

ended there has been a

resumption in our underwriting and issuing
house activities,

£8369 is carried g:;,o'.l("’.' Owned
counts of the parent 3 84 lFlan.;.nes 5 Limited
30012 in the 2 cR, fmites
of vessels under , previ-

ously contracted for to the extent of almost
_£2 million during the year thereby bringing
total loans by that company to over £11
million of which £6.7 million is now

ing. The activiti

General

of the

during the year contributed £0.59 million tc’;
Group gross revenue and £0.63 million to
our cash flow. The position regarding Irish
Film Finance Corporation Limited has not
changed materially during the vyear. | am
pleased to report that Mergers Limited has
had another satisfactory year with an
increase in demand for the specialised
services which it provides,

We have the knowledge, resources and
experience to continue to play in the future
no less important a part than in the past in
3 <

the di
dur- i d

ofind and

dvances from the  sources of
205. This amount
eference is made
the Report and
appropriation is

Reserves of the

ing the year in relation to alternative
finance.
Deposits Scheme proceeded further along
the lines envisaged forit. Additional growth
in funds from this source of finance is
envisaged for the current year, The Com-
pany also negotiated a loan of 5 million
Swiss Francs. This loan has been fully
drawn down and is a useful addition to the
Company’s resources. Discussions and
negotiations which had been proceeding
forsome time with the World Bank reached
finality during the second half of the year,
with the signing of an agreement to
provide a loan of 10 million U.S. dollars, It
is with much pleasure that we record our
appreciation of the valuable and friendly

The Company's

factors. While

when it should

R . There

ded to us by this i

remains £181,868. Itis
k3

10 repeat

Shortage of immediate capital need not be
a problem as we are prepared to provide
funds for any soundly conceived project.

ings. We wel, the

opportunity of doing so and in providing
not only capital but related advisory ser-
vices. The slowing down during the past
year in industrial investment in our country
as in other countries is part of the Ppicture of
declining growth rates, of unemployment
and of inflation all of which are related

it is understandable that

investment of capital may be postponed
until there is clear evidence that the tide of
recession which has effected so many
industrial economies has turned, there is
much to be said for the view that any
delay in preparing for altered conditions
may leave lrish industry vulnerable ata time

have developed strength,
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Personally Speaking

AnneHarris

THE ATTACK on the head-
Quarters  of the Parachute
Brigade in Aldershot produced
the most nauseating show of
bypocrisy from the Irish middie
olass 1o date. It was quite clear
that it 100k courage and deter-
munation to enter the headquar-
ters of the technological sav-
ages who are maintained for
oolonial  repression by the
Crown. It was equally clear
that the intention was to strike

at the officer class. One ex-
British Army officer tells me
that there are at Jeast two

other and more accessible tar-
gets in Aldershot—barrack dor-
mitories  for enlisted men.
he LR.A. was making

cal as well as a military
by striking at the Offi-
Mess s0 many
anecdotes and Poona
gullaws must have been heard

where

after the brigade’s heroic b
in Derry.

British ganda
did ag g up
the working ¢ the
victims. It is how
the Tories whe de and
exploit their own poor while
alive, can continue 1o exploit
them " Nobody
here bothered 1o pc out that
the Official LR.A. had not

reir bomb in a recrea-

re or a public house

but had, to the limit of human
ingenuity, struck at the lords
and m s.  Accordingly I
found Tim Pat Coogan’s pro-
found analysis on R.T.E. (“an
attempt (o upstage the Provi-
sionals”) particularly rich in

view of the heady editorial line
the Irish Press has been run-
ning for the past two years,

iliar  mixture  of
, hibernianism and
support for the most sectarian

ional elements have been
before by commenta-
Jack Dowling. Less
ous but more skin-crawl-
g was Dr. Conor Cruise
n's be-
the

Provis

introspection on

Irish middle class

half
who are organised loosely in
three parties under his gencral
direction,

of

Dr. O'Brien wanted to know
if the seeds of Aldershot were

sown in some Irish school-
room. If they were it must
have been a national school.
Certainly the seeds of the

Mountain View Tavern and the

Four Sters Inn were sown in
Clongowes Wood and half a
dozen other colleges main-

tained for the privileged. Dr.
O'Brien can very easily find
out by reading the [Insight
team's brilliant Ulster how the
college boys got the lads from
Barr Na Sraide N.S. to stop
fisti-ins on Fianna Fail waters
and start bombing Protestants
instesd. There is also a good
account of how this piece of
fascism was resisted, not by
Dr. O'Brien’s trendy social
democrats but by men who
never got further than the
mational school,

Personally I fail to see why,
fn a colonial country like Ire-
dend (eachers should not sow

the seeds of Aldershot. Surely
a man acquainted with Franz
Fanon should know that a con-
quered people’s hope of retri-
bution is a legitimate human
aspiration.  But then  Dr.
O'Brien and Fianna Fail stren-
uously resist the logic of our
colonial position. To jog their
memory here are the latest
figures. There are 986 British

subsidaries now operating in
the 26 counties. More than
657 of Irish owned manufac-

turing industry is controled by
forcign capital, mostly British,
And if he stll thinks there is
Iwo nations in Ireland it can
only be the merest accident
that their economic structures
are increasingly identical. In
the Six Counties of the
population own nearly half of
all wealth, In

the south the
same 3% own more than half,
The responsibility for main-
faining this set up is vested in
nany groups,

In Jreland the three political
parties help keep the natives
quict. But if that should fail
there is always the refined
gen hen standing at the bar

of the Officers” Mess in Alder-
shot. In the last analysis the
Irish poor, face the paras, That
is why, although I'm depressed
about the deaths of five wait-
I am also sickened by
the hypocrisy of the establish-
ment

resses

reaction.

LA 2R 4

AS WE ALL KNOW when
Fianna Fuil 1akes something
over they do it big. Desmond

O'Malley’s fir attempt at a

m Peopl Court in the
R.D.S. was a roaring success
in every sense of the word,

Here it was decided that lead

ing republicans would be

rested

ar-
The choreographed mob
chanted their assent. They were
hardly home when the first
Special Branch men were “lift-
ing” the Baddies in heir areus.
O'™alley’s performance when
It wasn't disgusting verged on

the ghoulish, especially  his
promise that there would be
unity in the lifetime of the
Party’s  founder, Eamon de

Valera. Apart from the resur-
rection promise and the public
trials, which made sure that
people like John Joe McGirl
would stay inside, there were
other touches which marked
this Ard Fheis as the lead-up
to 1984, In the first place there
was the matter of the wall
plagues, 32 in all, where Fianna
Fail's wric is served. Among

them was a  county called
“Londonderry which  was
quickly torn down s evil,

troublemaking  photographers
surged forward to record this
Flhreadian slip, Then there was
the clever trick of boarding
the rows of seats together so
that cuucus  groupings could
not push towards each other.
The applausometer was in per-
fect order and Joan Denise

Moriarty would be green with
cavy at the skill of the men
who choreographed the crowd
through the Four Functions of
Fianna Fail, sitting, standing,
<lapping and lying down.
There were  an  enormous
number of fur coats to be seen
and no gaberdines at all, The
only peaked caps were worn
by the Gardai Siochana. Most
of the crowd had never been
at an Ard Fheis before and
gave the distinct  impression
that the older cumann members
had been left at home, bound
and ga top bed-
room. All in all the occasion
and the people present consti-
tuted an overwhelming  argu-
ment for the immediate arm-
g of the working class or,

alternatively,  emigrati 1o
some  other less snivelling
country,

1 ring 1o the Labour
Party Ard Fheis 1 appear to
be sticki cmly to political
gatherings, it is because the

right of political assembly may

not be much longer with yus,
The Labour Party Ard Fheis
was notable only for the cour-

ageous rebuke given by Paddy
Devlin M.P. to the Fianns Fal
party and especially to George
Colley whom he accused of
trying to gag him on the
EEC. Mr. Devlin’s troubles
are merely part of a nation-
wide effort 1o intimidate op-
ponents  of  the Common
Market.  Special attention is
being  paid to  middle-class
people who are supposed to be
casily intimidated, Many Jour-
nalists have noticed how their
drinking places ure frequented
by ubiguitous members of the
Special Branch complete with

touts, whose criminal records
are ws long as your arm. One
night one of these touts will
make a bad mistake with a

consequent public inguiry that
will leave Mr, Des O'Malley

with a lot of questions to
answer,
Clearly Fianna Fail are un-

aware that this is not 1956 and
that journalists and publicists
are increasingly conscious that
the Irish nation may be sold
out finally, in their lifetime and
are determined not to be in-
tinidated by its vendors, It is
particularly disgusting to hear
reports that pressure s being
brought to bear on men like
Padraigh O Suodaigh of the
National Museum to curb his
work on the Common Market

Defence campaign.  1f these
reports are true the pressure
£roups are wasting their time.

Mr. O Snodaigh is his own
man. There are a few left in
Ireland yet,

LA 2R 2

WHATEVER MAY BE SAID
behind the closed doors at a
Fianna Fail cabinet meeting,
nobody to my knowledge has
come out publicly in this part
ol the country in favour of u
policy of internment, north
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and south. The exception is
Joseph Foyle in the current
current issue of the Irish Media
Digest, which is a glossier ver-
sion of his old scandal sheet,
Media Receiver.  With some
insight Mr. Foyle points to
the growing likelihood of a
deal on Northern Ireland using
the formula of the Interim
Commission,  He  describes
Jack  Lynch's  Ard  Fheis
remarks  on  internment  as
“adront phrasing . . . (allowing)
+ + « for the continuation of

internment and British Army
surveillance while the Interim
Commission operates.”  Then

Mr. Foyle comes out with the
secret thoughts of many of the
Cabinet. “This Lynch stand
was accompanied by a de
mination (which the Ard F}
supported enthusiastically) to
crack down an [R.A
tion in the Republic
now bring in military courts

to gain convictions with un-
publicised evidence not admis-
sible in normal courts. The

pity is he didn't have the in-
sight and courage to trust the

99% in August. He could have
ignored the media funnelled
noises and interned in line
with  Belfast.”

So simply done. And like
many  oth of Mr. Foyle
progaostications, it has

Sweeney
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imprimatur. It is a genuine kite
made to fly high over all the
camps of Ireland,

¢ o0

FOR THOSE ABSENT from
Dublin over the past few years,
one of the minor shocks of
‘change’ is the fine old walk
out Nutley lane by the Mer-
rion Gates. The cosy old free-
lined Nutley hideaway has dis-
appeared. In its place is the
large concrete complex of
the new St. Vincent's Hospital,
a monument to modern medi-
cine. Such clearances are com-
monplace nowadays and only
the most curious bother to
wonder why all the trees had
to go. If anybody asked they
would get a surprise indeed be-
cause the trees at Nutley were
not pulled down on the orders
of any far-seeing Development
Plan or some short-sighted
architect, They were cut down
at the request of the sisters
who run St. Vincents' Hospital.
The reason given was that the
young nurses might be ‘court-
i n the seclusion of the
The budding, preserva-
tionist architect concerned can
be understood 10T eXpressing
disbelief at this piece of philis-
tnism. However a story | fol-
lowed up during the week,
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makes this old nun’s tale all
the more credible.

It appears a trainee nurse
got herself pregnant by one of
the young doctors in the hospi-
tal. Nothing unusual about that.
In most universities and train-
ing hospitals the medical
faculty is accredited with an
legendary bravado and virility,
largely fostered by themselves.
However. too many misses
have found the myths to be
true. When | was in university
1t was always whispered that
young doctors also knew best
what to do about it. The guiet,
unofficial abortion got many
a student or student nurse out
of trouble and the young
medico progressed unburdened
to the elegant surgery in the
suburbs, which is exactly what
happened in this case,

However the hoariest old
stories about matrons firing
nurses for creeping in windows
after a dance also proved 2ro-
tesquely true. When the young
nurse returned to work at St
Vincent’s Hospital, the matron,
a Sister of Charity, mark you,
had heard of her misfortune.

For her mistake and disillusion
FrRa—— nuise tound herself

facing a twelve hour notice to
quit. For the young doctor in
question not a word, of
course.



