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The Prisoners

Noel Jenkinson 30 years , Leicester
Joe Farrington 4 years Stafford-
Michael Duignan 3% years Horwich
James Moore 7 years Wormwood Serubs
Mathew Ward 5 years Perth
James Sweeney 7 years Peterhead
Caroline Reneghan 5 years Gateshead
Marian Price 1life/20 years Brixton
Dolours Price life/ 20 years o Brixton
William McLarnon 15 years Wormwood Scrubs
Roy Walsh life/ 20 years Wakefield
Gerry Kelly 1 1ife/20 years Wormwood Scrubs . -
. Martin Brady 1ife/20 years Hull
William Armstrong life/20 years South Littletén
Hugh Feeney life/20 years Gartree
,‘Paul Holmes 1ife/20 years Parkhurst
Fr Fell : 12 years : Wakefield
.+ Anthony Lynch 10 years © Winson Green
Francis Stagg 10 years Parkhurst
Thomas Rush .. . 7 years ; Winson Green
Sean Colley L years Manchester
John McCabe 3 years Liverpool
Mjchael Kneafsey L vears ; Liverpool
-~ Philip Sheridan 10 years ‘Gartree
Gerry Mealey 10 years “Wormwood Scrubs ! i
‘John Campbell 10 years Wakefield .
Patrick Dowling L years - VWinson Green
Bob Gallagher 6 years ' Liverpool
Michael Egan 4 years ; Leeds
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1. Michael Gaughan, who was due for release in January 1976, was murdered

in Parkhurst prison on 3rd June. He had been on hunger strike since the end
of March and had lost only 1% stone in weight, the cause of death is still
‘not known but it was obviously as a result of the treatment given to hinm,
and also to Francis Stagg who narrowly escaped death, by priscn authorities
in both Parkhurst and Albany. It is clear that the Labour government was
prepared to see both Gaughan and Stagg die. Unless we can give widespread
~ and consistent support and publicity to all Irish political prisoners now
suffering in British prisons while they are still alive, then they will

bonﬁinue to be the victims of bad treatment and torture by the British. We

must support a campaign for an amnesty for all Irish political prisoners.
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Hugh Feeney, and Dolours and Marian Price decided, after

n Friday 7th June,
y will be back
and especially
of the

2+ Gerry Kelly,
consulting with each other, to end their hunger strike o
They have been given an assurance by the Home Office that the
in Ireland by the end of the year. During the hunger strike,

when force feeding had to be ended because of the weakened condition
prisoners, the H me Office and the British paﬁers engaged in a most

disgusting and vile campaign of lies and distortions about the prisoners and

their relatives and those who were helping them. Eventually, the Joint

Action Commitee decided to give no more news to the capitalist British presse
Sinde Docember 1973, the fares of the families have been paid every time they
have come from Belfast, they have not had to take one penny from the
government that was torturing their children. The money was raised by the
Joint Action Committee by collections amongst the Irish community in
England, especially London. Francis Stagg was ordered off his hunger strike
to save his life, It is hoped he will now be moved out of Parkhust which has
8 terrible reputation to a prison on the main land. The PAC intends to
campaign for all Irish political prisoners to be allowed to serve their
sentences in one prison with the same iispecial category' treatment which is

given to political prisomers in both the Six Counties and the F,_.ee State,
3. Michael Duignan sentenced to 3% years at Winchester in November 1972

at the same trial in which Noel Jenkinson was given 30 years, will be released

on 28 June. Joe Farrington sentenced to 4 yecars for possession the day after
the Aldershot explosion will be released on 2 August. Yhile he was in prison
Jdoe's father became seriously ill with cancer and died. Joe was refused parole
to visit him and was also refused parole to attend the funeral, On 26 Hay
Birmingham Clann na h-Eireann organised a picket on Stafford prison in protest
against the inhuman treatment of this young boy. UT hope everyone will make

an effort to contribute to the rclecase fund to help these two prisoners on
their relcasec,

4, Martin Brady has sent out a letter from Hull describing the trcatment he

is getting therc. The letter was smuggled out and posted to the PAC as the
prison censors refuse to allow him to describe the way he is being treated.
The following are extracts from Martin's letter:

"I went on hunger strike (in protest at victimization) and was on it for near
three wecks. But I had to come off it as I was mentally and physically tortured.
After the cleventh day I was put into the hospital where I was force fed. When
I fi rst arrived in the hospital all my clothes were taken off me and I was
given a pair of smelly plastic pajamas. I was then put into a strip cell which
had nothing in it excopt a rubber mattress and this also had an unoleasant
suell and when I kried to sleep on it 1 found it to he damp and I was Xept in
this cell for Four days., hile I yas in the strl. cell I was not allowed to
drink water. hey vould cnly offer me will and this I refused to drink as I
wag on hun;er strike. he doctor stopped my smoliing and also stopoed me
reading and exercising. I vas alloved to write letters but they vere stopped
because I was not ©llcved to tell my wife how 1 vas being troated.: fter four

(%
days 1 was tor I was being forece fed and it took four screws and the doctor to

. force feed mes I was nanhandled into & chai: and held dovn. Cne screvw was

trying to force my mouth open by pressing a picce of uood apainst my lipss



After a time I found this painful and I had to open my lips and he Btarteq to
push the piece of wood ageinst my teeth as I had them closed., But I again

found this painful and had to open my mouth wide. The sctrew kept this piece

of wood in my mouth becausc it had a hole in the middle of it and this ]
holped the doctor to push the fceding tube down my stomach. As the doctor put
the tube into my mouth and through the hole I tried to push the tube out

agein by using my tongue and this madé thh ddotor say a féw words to me. Slowly
he got hs ovn way and he started to push the tube down and he would push

and tcll ne to swallow. But what he would do is pull a bit of thc tubc back wup
again and this made my stomach turn. Although I had nothing in my stomach

for ncar two wecks I went through all the motions of being sick. So this is
what force fecding is all about and this cxpericnce with the doctor and screws
happencd on scveral occasions and because 6f the mental and physical pain I

was going through I called the hunger and thirst strike off.

I am not allowed to the compound to cxercise with the other in-matcs. The others
have the usce of the conmpound for scven different cexercise periods for 90

minutes at o time. I am only offercd two excrcise periods and because of the
fact I am asked to take my cxercise on my own and because I'm only allowed

30 minutes I refused to takc this kind of cxcrcise. So I get no excrcise now,"

Martin goes on to say that he is also rcfusing visits because hc is only
allowed to sece his wifc and child through a glass screen with screws on either
side. His mail is also rcad by a number of prison officers before it is given
~to him often weeks later. The PAC intends to take up Martin's complaints

with the H me Officc and MPs. U™ belicve that the same systematic vietimisation
is being applicd to other Irish prisomers, cspecially those in Gortree. It is

a clcar indication that they have “spccial category® treatment already, but
Yspeecially bad', X

S5e.Xenncth Lennon the informer who acted as an agent provocatecur for the British
Special branch in the Luton case and in the casc of Patrick O'Brien (sce
item10 in last bulletin) was found shot dead in Banstead on 11 April three

days after being acqitted of a charge of plotting a prison escape. O'Brien was
found guilty of the same chargé and sentenced to 3 yearks., Lennon made a long
statement to the NCCL admitting that he had worked for the Specisl Branch
informing on Irish orgenisctions and that in particular he had taken part

in the so-called conspiracy to rob for which the Luton Three" were given 10
yearse. On 5 June, Patrick O'Bricn was freed on appeal by Yidgery who however
s2id thet no criticism could be made of the prosecution in the case! On 10
June Yidgery cdjourned the appeal made by the Luton three, Sheridan, Caﬁpbell
and Mecaley and said that he could not decide that they had been ‘egged on'

by Lennon until he heard from them - in spitc of Lennon's own statement and
although Widgery said that "It could be accepted without difficulty that Lennon
wes a policc informer giving information cbout the activities of the Luton
group". Thig prevarication is not good cnough. The Luton prisoners should be
released immediately. No-one can give them back the time they have already
wasted in prison., This latest rcvelation of the Branches activities should also
remind us of the urgency. of taking the case of Noel Jenkinson, framed by

police agent John l'arker, to the Court of ﬁuman Rights in Strasbourg. It is

now 12 months since Noel was refsued leave to appeal. The appeai fund now

stands at £500, Another list will be published in the next Bulletine
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6. Bob Gallagher had his appeal against his 6 ycar sentencc turned down y RGN
N

the Court of Appeal on 13 Junec.

7.Fr Fell was refomed leave to appeal against his 12 yesr sentence on 20 Jyne,
Anbhbny Lynch,Francis Stagg and Thomas Rusk were also refused leave to
Appeal, Fr Fell'q QC who was also representing Stagg and Lynch withdrew

from appearing for Fr Fell because his grounds for appeal for the other two
W

As that Fr Fell should have been given a much heavier sentence than the
Others! FR Fell is to appeal against conviction, Attempts have beon made to
Prevent him fron being visited by his solicitor.

8. fﬂﬁ_ﬂﬁiﬂﬂéﬂiﬁh was sentenced to 18 months at the 01d Bailey on 20 May
after being found guilt; . of incitement to disaffection - the same charge as
Michael Tobin served two years for. The lecaflet being handed to soldiers
vhich was the basis of the prosecutions case had already been cleared by the
Fublic Prosecution after the Colchester trial at which Pat

guilty of causing a breach of the peace on 1k September.

Department of
was found not

Pat 3 a : 4 § . 5 p 2
t is to appeal against conviction as obviously & very serious infringement

of freedom of Speech is involved in the implementation of the incitement to
disaffection act which guaranteces that soldiers are 2llowed access only to
one side of the argument - i.e, the government's. Pat has been adopted as
2 prisoner: ofCOlscicence by Amnesty who employ her. She is a well-known
acifist. While her case was starting at the old Bailey, a member of the
British Withdrawal from Horthern Ireland group, Gwyneth Yilliams, was
charged with contempt of court for distributing a leaflet outside the court.
9eJames Strutt, a member of the U.VF. who had been sentenced to 8 years on
arms charges in November 7 last year-at Glasgow High court was moved to the
Crumlin Road prison during May. Strutt escoped from the CXumlin Road in
early 1973, N~ outcry was heard from the Tories about the "sscurity risk"
attached to this particular transfer. Tgcy were too busy making a noise
about the Belfast prisoners who have not been moved yets Funny isn't it?
10, U.D.A. case. lalcolm Nicol was scntenced to 10 years at Glasgow High

Court on 6 June after pleading guilty to illegal possession Of explosives

and dctonators. George Collingwood, Alcxander S,ott, and S.mucl Tyric werc

scntcnced to /7 years when they were found guilty of being in possession
7 sticks of cxplosives and 2 detonators.Colin Compbell was given six
years after plcading guilty to theft of a car and taking part in an armed
r2id on 2 Glasgow sub-post office . Vhen the trial opened the men were also
chorged with "Conspiring to further the puposes of the U.D.A. or some other
unkfown zssociation’ by obtaining fircarms, ammunition, cxplosives and moncy.
This charge, like an cxactly parallel rclating to.the I.R.A. in the Aldershot
triael,  wasadropped by the prosccution when _evidence about the defendants
political opinions had been heard by the court. The heavy sentences passed
agoinst these U.D.A: men indicate that we can expect that the bias,
prcjudice and manipulation of judicial procedurcs which have become ecstablished
practicc in trials of REpublicans will now be used against loyalists and
that heavier vicious scntencing willrcsult .
11, Judith Tpercsa Yard was committed for trial at Wakefield crown court on

24 J%nc when she appeared Leeds. Her trial will start on 2 October. She is
charged with 12 counts of murdcr in conncction with the coach bomb blast

and the procscution anncunced that they would also be charging her in connection
with the Defence College bomb in Buckingham in Feb. and with the Fustpn

. N -



ation bomb last September. The reason given for transferring the trial to
Wakefield was that it was in the interc sts of sccurity. It is cxpected fhat
THeresa Ward's trial will be conducted in a way fully in kecping with what

we have all come to expoct from the Jjustly renowened operations of British
justicec.

12. Three in one. Six Irishmen appeared in court at Uxbridge on June 25, They
were accused in various combinations of causing explosions. Andrew Mulryan ang
Patrick Mulryan were held by police after a raid on a house in Maidenhead on
the IO th May. They were charged with possession at Maidenhead court on I3 th
May. Cornelius McFadden and John Melia have been in custody since I0 th April
and were charged with conspiracy to cause explosions at Uxbridge Court on

II th April. Robert and Hugh Cunningham have also been in custody since April

and something -most sinister can be read into the latest manipulations of the
police of bringing all six to trial together. A similar technique was used &n
in the Aldershot trial. As we have come to expect at the trials of Irish
political activists in Britain the prisoncrs are already found guilty by the
British capitalist press. This, and the high security show put on by the police
condemns the prisoners as dangerous criminals in the minds of any potential
Jjuroer, and makes easy the task of class prcjudiced and racialist British judges.
No Irish person can get a fair trial in this country af the present time.

I3. Apn and Eileen Gillcspic were forcibly stopped from boarding the boat at
Holyhead on Friday night 26 th April.kThey werc taken to Manchester and charged
at the City Magistrates court on the 30 th April with conspiracy to cause
explosions. The British capitaiist pfess, using the well tried technique of
guilty by association, linked the girls to the most famous IRA man of all time
who has becn bombing England according to the press for a longef time than
Hitler managed ie Patrick Guilfoyle, If the girls knew Patrick Guilfoyle then
they must be guilty. They are held in Risley Remand Centre.

On the 6 th May Edward Byrne from Newry was taken from his hospital bed, brought
by ambulance to court and charged with conspiracy to causc explosions. He was

to ill to be brought into the court. Armed plain clothed police surrounded the

ambularice.

I4. Christopher Downey. #y inquest in Manchester on 29 th March rcturned a

verdict of murder by persons unknown on Chfiétopher Downey who died after
receiving gun shot wounds on October 21 st I973. Downey was shot in Belfast
in I97I and subscquently left to live in Manchester.

15« Ihe Britigh Ripght Arms. Roy Rogers Forbes and John William Griffiths were

charged in Souﬁhampton on April 8 th under section 4 of the Explosives
Substances Act 1893, On April II th John William Roy Gadd was similarly

charged. Riflcs, automatic weapons, ammunition and cxpolsives werc discovered

on the containcr vesscl Dart Amcrica which arrived from Halifax, Nova Scotia.

In Toronto on April 8 th policc found large quantitics of arms and ammunition.
Forbcs is an cxtrcme right wing Tory councillor in Lecds. Griffith's wife was

& defeated Torjy couneillor ganditato in-tho elections last year. The importation
of arms by the Right Ying on a large scale is a serious threat to the very
existence of the Working Class Movement. Remember Chile.

I6. Henry Arthur Wilkes (sce ¥8 April bulletin) who pleaded guilty to unlawful
possession of explosives was scntenced to a years imprisonment suspended for

one year at Liverpool Crown Court on 24 th April. 'Justice' Kerr said he accepted

Wilke's statement that he would not have used the explosives himself. Wilkes is
Deputy Grand Master Elect of England. :
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I7. Trevor Aspinall a reporter on the Sunday People was charged on April 2q é?é? é
with offences under the Fircarms Act. Also charged are Gerald Smiley and Alap
Parker, The court heard that Aspinall's motives for being armed '"were not
contrary to the law, but in aid of the law'". The Right had groups organised in
aid of the law at Red Lion Square also though they were not called upon. Robert
| Kennedy was charged in the same court with possession.
I8.Fredman Ashe Lincoln Q C was fined £20 in Bow Strect on 30 th April for having
& loaded Webley-Scott 7,65 mm pistol in his possession in the Strand. "I carty

v & gun for my own protection" he told the court. Remember Patrick Molloy (see I0

bulletin March 1973 fined &£50 for having a toy pistol who was told by a London

magistratc "People will be able to sleep more casily in their beds when a gun

1s taken away from an Irishman',

I9. Sean 0'Conaill, Raymond Kane and Barry Reid were charged on the 9 th April
at quham magistrates court with the murde

r of of Lt Col John Stevenson, British
Army Commander of Otterburn Training camp who was shot on 8 th April. British

press had immediately accused the IRA; thus implying that the thrce men were
IRA members. Reid's defence said this press comment " gave rise to considerable

Prejudice because members of the jury could be chosen from members of the public

who could be influenced by speculation of that natupr®'s Armed police with dogs
patrolled the court.

20. Timothy Noonan is due to be released on June 28 th.His plea to the Home
Office to be allowed to return to Ircland after his serious heart opperation
was rejected. A member of staff at the Brompton Chest Hospital described the
H O decision as 'inhuman', Noonan is now servi
given while in jail of 3 jc
in Parkhurst

ng the final days of his sentence
ars¢iHe has spent 3% years in solitary confinement

-« Even while recovering after his opperation warders wearing white
smocks guarded him in hospital.
21, Eorl Marx. On Sunday 5 th May members of the Prisoners Aid

Committee placed
flowers on the grave of

Karl Marx in Highgate Cemetary on the I56 th anniversary
of his birth. The flowers were placed in recognition of Marx's work on behalf

of Irish Fenian prisoners in fnglish jails. The

of Marx that
England’,

flowers carried the quotation
'political prisoncrs arc not treated anywhere as badly am in

22 .Manchester Martyrs Commcmoration. On Ik th April the

traditional march in
memory of the threce Fenians hanged in 1867 was attacked by a counter demo. The
bishop of Salford Thomas Holland refuscd permission to the marchers to enter

the graveyard and the gates were locked when they arrived outside. The march

organisers accused the bishop of 'responsibility for attracting all the
publicity which led to this deplorable fracas'. Police raids took place on
Irish homes in the arca that night.

2%.Terrorist cases.

Petty Officer Philip Tomlinson from the Royal Navy barracks
at Chatham was charged with the murder of Arthur Hdward Dodd at Chatham on I3 th
April. Lance Corporal Brian Idward Shatford, Private John McCloy and Private
Ldward Goodright were charged on the 8 th April with assaulting Michael McCoy,

and Michael licEneaney at Newry McCoy said he was visiting his friends house
when the terrorists came in. They thumped and kicked both of them.

They were
taken to Crossmaglen RUC barracks where they werc beate

n again and McCoy was
hooded.and threatened with shooting. They were taken by helicopter to Bessbrook
army campwhere they were repeatedly beaten before being taken to Newry RUC -

barracks. On the way a revolver was pushed down McEncaney's throat and parts

of his tecth brooken. A doctor confirmed the injuries the men hagd received to




arms, legs, body and face. The terrorists were returned for trial at Belfast |
City Commission. Terrorist Alfred‘Todd'was cleared by Judge Roy Yatt at Belfast
City Commission of assaulting Patrick Doherty in Derry on July 21 st last year,
Doherty came to the assistance of a drunken person and had been struck with the
terrorists rifle. He had eight stitches. The judge in exonerating the terrorist

said he found it difficult to believe that the blow was deliberate and the

fdefendant may have struck harder than he intended'. Two British Army "Intelligence"

officers Warrant Officer Robin King and Sergeant Michael Har:ld Jarrett of First
2 L Dynmurray cou
Bat. Devon & Dorset Reg. Were cleg§e§/2f7$sggu %%ng a Kong kesh toternce

18 year old Kieran Michael while interrogating him. Pvte. Anthony David Leach

of the same regiment was cleared.of assaulting a man whose house and garden

he was searching on Jan 3rd. The man complained to Dunmurray court on 8th May
that the soldier had struck him and called him an '"Irish bastard'., The magistrate
seid the soldier had only used what force was necessary to defend himself".

Yet another soldier from the DBvon & Dorset celebrated his return from Ireland

by shooting his mother in the neck in March while on leave. An inquest in

2k May returned a verdict of accidental death. POssible charges under the
Firearms Act may follow, as the gun in question was not legally held, but we
don't hold out much hope.

2k, Terrorist in chief , Francis Foxford, retmrned to ingland and released on

bail aftsr being given a vicious three year scntence for the murder of 12 year
0ld Kevin Heatley in lewry last year, was freed by the Northern Ireland

Court Appeal on Friday 21 Junc. "Justices’ Lowry, Curran and Jynes listened

to the appeal for 8 days. (It only took a day to refusc Hoel Jenkinson leave

to appcal). Even gafer having & days to try to think of a reason for freeing
the terrorist, it still took Lowry’ . half an hour contorted argument to justify
what was ofter 211 = forcgonc conclusion. The ‘'reason” given was the failure

of the prosecution to submit the evidence of two soldiers. Ve wonder how the
prosecution came to overlook their cvidence?

25.Fr Michael Connolly was persecuted in the manner to which we have grown

2ccustomed for the remarks he mad ¢ at the funeral of Michael Gaughan. When the
Bnitish gutter press had set up their howling the church obligingly stept in
and suspended him just as they turned away when the Home Office tried to
prevent F, Fell saying mass in prison. 'hat the church 1iks& is churchmen 1like
Bishop Tickle who say all the things the British government . wants to Aear -
this does not include the truth.

e
26, len in dark glasses at K lburn succeceded in upsetting Dpitish liberal

opinion to an extent that one would not have thought .possible considering the
resounding silence which followed Bloody Sunday and the systematic murder and
torturc of Irishmen by the British Army. Somebody somewhere seems to have got
their valucs a bit jumbled, oOr are sunglasses more of a threat to this
fragile "democracy’ than clectric shocks, murder of children, indefinite
imprisonment without trial and men who hide their identity behind curtains

and so who do not need dark pglasses?

27.Strasbourg Appecal for liocl Jenkinson. PYease return immediately any raffle

tickets which you are uneble to sells Return all stubbs and moncy to PAC by
July 20th. The proceceds will go to pay %1,400 for trial transcript. Return
all Noel Jenkingon pamphlet money immediately to cnable us to close this
account. Approximately 20 pamphlets remain unsold.

2% P ease send clippings of all cases that involve soldiers or Irish prisoners.
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.our part,

28, Statement from Dolours and Marian Prlce, Gerry Kelly and Hugh Feeney dated
8 th June I97h.
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We went on hunger strike 206 days ago in support of our demand for Political
Prisoner status and transfer to prisen: in Northern Ireland. For 167 days of

that period we were forcibly fed until some of the doctors refused to

continue the practice.

On June I st, the Home Secretary, lir Roy Jenkins, issued a statement about our
position, He said that he believed that it would be'possible and reasonable
for us to serve the'bulklof our long sentences in Northern Ireland'. In the

_dax§;following’the release of that statement clarification of its meaning was '

transmitted to us from the liome Office through Lord Brockway, Mr Albert Stallard
M P and Assembleyman Paddy Devlin,

Having carefully considered all these developments over the past week, we have
dectded to terminate our hunger strike. This decision is an act of trust on

a trust which must be reciprocated. It was taken by us personally

& :
nd not under pressure from our parents or anybody else. Our parents were not

Tesponsible for our original decision to go on hunger strike but they

Subported us in carrying it through; they are not rcsponsible for our present

decision but once again they support us. Ye cannot thank them sufficiently

for their solidarity with us. W
groups

e also wish to thank other indiwiduals and

for their support. In this connecfion we must give special mention

to the Joint Action Committee in London who have helped us and our

relatives so much over the past seven months,

A number of considerations impelled us to make our present decision. First of
all we considered that we had an obligation to preserve our own lives when

& rcasonable responsc had been given to our demands. Ours was never a

suicide mission since we did not sect out to kill ourselves but only to

secure just and indeed minimal demands. T'esc demands had previously been
granted to many other prisoners. We are also concerned least our deaths should
bring further suffering to the people of Ireland. Our purpose has never

bgen to causc suffering to others. We deeply regret the decath of Michael
Gaughan and offer our most sincere sympathy to his family and friends.

May the sacrifices and sufferings of all our Irish people in prisons,
internment capps and in their homes bring freedom, peace and justice to

the country we love,

‘e have printed the statement in full as, for some reason, the papers which had
been so inercested in gossip and lies about the hunger strikers were not at all
interested to publish their reasons for coming off.

29. The Joint Action. Committee will remain active until . . the hunger
strikers have been returned to Ireland.

Footnote

There has been some delay in replying to mail over the last few weecks. Ve
aplogise for this 'and hope that we will be able to catch up very soon, As
postage has gone up yet again, we would appreciate it if, when writing to

us, you could includc a stemp. Thank you.



