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TORTURE GON

As 64-year-old Mr. Peter
McGrath was being rushed
to a mental hospital in
Omagh last Monday night
local SDLP man Austin
Currie was having tea
and cakes with RUC Leader
Kenneth Newman. Currle,
Gerry Fitt and other SDLP
collaborators were dis-
cussing with  Newman
further ways and means of
reintroducing the hated
RUC into Republican areas.
MR PETER Mc.GRATH .

Mr. Peter McGrath and
his son Thomas of Derry-
varren Road, Coalisland,
Co. Tyrone, were arrest-
ed at their home at 6a.m.
on Monday 13th June.
Mr. McGrath was held on
aseven-day detention order
but after 24 hours ' of
interrogation he was taken
from Belfast to Dungannon
to.be charged with *‘with-
holding information’’. This
type of. charge (and har-
bouring/supporting mem-
bers of proscribed organ-
isations) Is being used
increasingly more often
by the RUC and it is
aimed at intimidating
Republican supporters.

However,

when the station doctor
at Dungannon saw how
serious Mr. McGrath was
he orderec him to be re-
moved to hospital. He was
faken under guard back to
Belfast, 40 miles away,
and admitted to Musgrave
hospital, still under mil-
itary custody. He was suff-
ering from serious shock
and withdrawal and has
been unable to recognise
members of his own family.

Then on Friday Mr
McGrath’s son ' Thomas
appeared at a specially
convened court In Cook-
stown charged with kill-
ing the three RUC men
at Carnan Crossroads two
weeks previously. Mr.
Arthur Byrne, his solic-
itor, told the court that
after being beaten and
tortured in Castle-
reagh RUC Interrogation
centre his client 'had been
forced into signing a state-

ment.
CHURCH REACTION.

©On Sunday Catholic
Clergy in the East
Tyrone area condemned
the brutal treatment of
Mr. Peter McGrath and
many other of their par-
ishioners who had been
arrested and tortured In

\

recent weeks. The Rep-
ublican Movement wel-
comes this belated cond-
emnation. But to offset
their criticism and to keep
in with the British admin-
istration and Unionism,
the Clergy put on record
for the millioneth time their
total opposition to the war
of Resistance.

Against British Imper-
ialism’s conquest of Ire-
land they have no sol-
ution to offer, bar surr-
ender.

With torture and har-
assment the daily routine
in Republican areas, those
other British lickspittles-
the SDLP-were busy
collaborating.

THE SDLP.

To facilitate the RUC
into crushing Republican
resistance, and “in the
process giving themselves
unchallenged control for a
final sell-out, SDLP leader
Gerry Fitt has started using
Brit terminology.

Interviewed on BBC
(21.6.77) he spoke of
RUC ‘‘successes’’ and he
described Irish Freedom
Fighters as  ‘‘criminal
elements'’. "He dismisses
many of the allegations of
RUC torture as mere Rep-
ublican propaganda.

RUC successes, as peop-
le who are arrested and
terrorised know, are based
on forced and mostly false
*‘confessions’’ in the form
of signed statements.
In this last year state-
ments alone have Ssuper-
ceded REAL EVIDENCE
(people caught in" poss-
ession of firearms or ex-
plosives, -or in the  act

~of committing a felony)

and have been responsible
for about 80% of convict-
fons.

In the space of ten
days three people were
acquitted in Belfast courts
because the RUC could not
suppress the medical and
photographic evidence of
extreme physical brutality.
RUC BURNT HIS BACK.

On June 8th the ‘‘con-
fessions'’ of Terence Magill
were shown to have been
extracted under torture.
During the interrogation

the 21-year-old man had-

been burnt over the back
and on his right arm with
cigarettes. He was also
punched and slapped and
threatened with electric
shocks. Special Branchmen
said they would throw

him to the UVF for ass-
assination.

He was interrogated for
19 hours by 12 Detect-
ives working in six teams.
The Ilatest tactic of the
Branch is the ‘‘screaming
interrogation’’-so-called
because for hours on end
the teams shout and scream
at their victim, In bet-
ween times beating the per-
son until he/she is a phy-
sical wreck.

One of the Branchmen
who took part . in the
torture of Terry Magill
was later executed by the
Irish Republican Army.

On June 17th, doctors

gave evidence in the case
of Francis Bannon and
Colm Caughey, two young
lads from north Belfast.
They were acquitted after
proof of beatings was
provided.

However, the hated RUC
aren't usually so crude
about leaving burn marks
and black eyes on their
victims; and hundreds of
other people who signed
false statements are now
serving heavy jail sent-
ences because they cannot
prove brutality.

Mr. McGrath now lies
seriously ill in an Omagh
Mental hospital. After he
was held under military
custody for seven days
without being charged his
solicitor served a writ of
habeas corpus on RUC
leader Kenneth Newman.
Faced with a public app-
earance in court on Thur-
sday Newman withdrew the
military guard.

Mr. McGrath’s mental
deterioration Is undoubted-
ly due to his arrest and
interrogation. The RUC
believe that the popul-
ation in Republican areas
will be demoralised and
frustrated by continued
arbitrary arrests, tortures
(about which nothing s
being done), large scale
court convictions, British
Army harassment, and the
confusion encouraged and
instilled by the SDLPand
Gerry Fitt that the RUC
are ‘‘an acceptable and fine
force of men'’.

On the contrary, as the
link-up - between the RUC
and the SDLP
leadership becomes more
critical, anti-SDLP sent-
iment (lack of which in
the past has. precluded
action) In the areas has

TINUES

increased considerably.

The SDLP ‘leaders are
Brits without uniforms or
SLR's; but Brits all the
same.

Pictured above Mr. Peter
Mc. Grath,now seriously ill
in Omagh Mental hospital
as a- direct result of RUC
torture.

not.

In a statement issued by the John Haughey Sinn Fein
Cumann Coalisland late on Wednesday afternoon,the
opportunism of the SDLP was condemned and the Cumann
pointed to the case of Mr. Peter Mc.Grath as evidence of
the continuing policy of the RUC to torture political
prisoners. If Gerry Fitt was in any doubt as to the
acceptability of the RUC,the people of Coalisland were
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This week comrades pol-
itics takes a back seat
as we are covering the
cage Sports Day. Always
an Important date In the
cage calender.

The events Included
in our Sports Day are not-
unllke any events you
would find at any sports
meet (Athletics talk), one
notable exception being
the cross-country run,
not (may | add) for the
want of entrants. The
screws take a dim view
of any such requests and
alas comrades pole-vault-
Ing is also eliminated from
the list of events. Pity!
~ From early morning on
the chosen day preparat-
lons wele made, courses
marked out, apparatus
assembled, men tossed
out of bed their mattresses
were needed to make a
landing pit for the various
jumping events, which. is
where our coverage begins.

47 enrolled fro the high-
jump, ,33 Fosbury floppers,
and 14 orthodox straddlers,
who when all was said
and done turned out to
be 47 frenzied, eyes clos-
ed leapers. Technique did
not play an important part
in any of the jumps,
caution was thrown to the
wind and panic took a
firm grip. 3 managed to
clear the 3 foot obst-
acle. The first round had
ended leaving Peter Conn-
olly,” Bap McGreevy and
Alec Crowe in content-
ion-and 4 others in an
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Intensive Care Hosplital.
Peter’s second jump was a
beauty. He rose from the
landing pit (mattresses)
brushed the creases in
his pin-striped suit and
sauntered arrogantly to
the winners rostrum. Bap
(next to go) began his
unusual * run-up  before
jumping, unusual in that
it took 3 laps of the
cage. He started and the
‘tenslon was unbearable.
On, he came relentlessly
towards the ultimate goal:
3 laps completed he head-
ed for the bar. The aud-
ience stood on their seats.
Suddenly!!Bap with only
2 strides to go stopped.
4 men fainted. Bap dropp-
ed his head into his hands
and yelled, ‘I can’t do it.
It’s too high'’. He walked
up to the brush-shaft cum
bar perched 3 ft 6 inches
above the ground and with
his boot sent it flying
into the blue, winning for
himself first prize in the
javelin.

Alex Crowe (The final
jumper) took up his pos-
ition. He's off. He's up.
He’s over. He missed the
landing pit. His head hit
the tarmac first (luckily).
His caliper flew off, soared
through the air and caught
Jim McCann square on the
chin (which if you knew
the size of McCann’s chin
is'nt that surprising). Alec
could’nt make _the next
round. His tea leaves a lot
to be desired also. (I've
tried it. Yeuk!). Peter
Connolly was acclaimed the
winner.

The presentation was
a quick one as the next
event was beginning. The
tea-bag and plastic-spoon
race. It was supposed to
be an Egg and. plastic-
spoon race but Mal
McCarry and Bobby Darl-
ing those well known veg-
itear, ~ vagetar, - vegicter,
(Damn " it) ~greens-eaters
had all 12 eggs in their

Y SOLON

salad. It's a bit much,
but not it would appear
for Mal and Bobby.

The race itself was
anybodys until someone
told Tommy Carroll that
the winner kept the tea-
bag. Well, comrades you
can believe me the others
didn’t stand a chance when
Tommy heard that. Tommy
would have a dig at the
Grand National for those
stakes.

The-walking race mean-
while was nearing it's
conclusion Honky was way
out In front. Two walkers
were caught running and
received their . marching
orders. 3 others made
a late bid for the lead
but Honky saw the danger
and played a cat and mouse
game with them. Their bid
for glory ended after three
laps, leaving all three lying
in an exhausted heap.
Brendan Curran emptled
2, bottles of quick-setting
glue over their bodies,
thus, completing the final
fence of the Steeple-chase
course.

Honky won the walking
race . in a canter, not
really a canter as a walker
can also receive his march-

Long Kesh

ing orders for cantering
in, a walking race. Phew!
Tony McGuinness took
first prize for the discus(a
four week old apple cake)
but was immediately app-
rehended and made to
hand it over to the winner

of the discus, Shughie
Feeney.

The hop-skip and jump
event which looked

remarkably like the jump-
jump and jump event was
next on the programme.
That well known leaper
Micky Bradley was favour-
ite. Micky had as an
advantage over the rest of
the entrants his own land-
ing pit-His bed-which - is
never off his back.. A
complaint was  lodged
about his advantage to the
Steward Duice McMullan
who agreed that it was an
unfair advantage.

Micky shrugged his
shoulders and went back
to his bed which Is never
very far away. His dis-
qualification was academic
for a heavy shower of rain
rendered the jumping area
too dangerous for landing:
The remaining Triple-jum-
pers drew lots to see who
would take first prize.
(An all-day lie-in). The
winner was Chris Black
who incidently cheats at
Chinese Patience. Imagine
thousands of people know-
ing you cheat at Chlnese
Patience.

The | Steeplechase, was
the last event on the
card and consisted of 15
laps of the  cage
(equivilent to 3
miles), There were 5
obstacles; a table; Abunk-
bed; 3 heavily-glued wal-

kers; a water-jump. Every
cage has a water-jump.
You just step out of the
hut and you're into it.
Lastly, we had the high
hurdle which we didn’t
actually have but who-
ever heard of a steeple-
chase without a high hur-
dle.

Of the 22 intrepid steep-
lechase who set off on that
arduous endurance test
6 were still going at the
third of the way stage.
Seven laps completed the
ranks by -two depleted,,
5 laps to finish and the
line-up was further dim-
inished. The pen-
ultimate lap was fought
out by Joe Barnes and
Bloggs. They heard the bell
(what bell? Where did the
bell come from?0.K. |
made that  up..Solon)
Both men tore down the
last lap, One had to lose
and It was Bloggs who
faltered leaving Joe to
win by a hair's breadth
(Esoterical joke).

The final presentation
having been made, the
apparatus was removed
and  mattresses  were
returned to their right-
ful owners. (De Facto..
cause we are in goal),
and our Sports Day was
over for another year.
Tired bodies climbed Into
beds all over the cage.
The sun sunk behind the
mountains and once again
peace reigned.

Dassvadan]a, Beir Bua.
SOLO
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There is little doubt
that the British government
is concerned about last
week's election victory
of Fianna Fail. Their con-
cern is not generated by
any apprehension about
their ability to maintain
their neo-colony in the 26
counties, it Is generated
by an awareness that the
Free State election was not
fought: solely on economic
Issues(about which there
was obviously a great deal
of public concern), but
also on a second, major
underlying issue-the issue
of National identity. The
result was a clear rejection
of the ultra pro-British
Coalition which had
fought for four years to
suppress the political,
economic and cultural id-.
entity of the Irish people
with an arrogance which
reflected the neo-colonial
slave mentality of O‘Brien,
Fitzgerald and Cosgrave.

There was little attempt
by Fianna Fail to ‘‘play
down’’ its ‘‘republican’
image particularly as the
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issue of ‘“THE NORTH"

this factor
which
Its success.

not just
isolation
Fianna Fall

‘‘Americanised’’

even so s
campaign, overall,

icular Belfast,
campaign adequately back- andoned to the mercy of
ed by substantial capit- marauding sectarian, para-
alist interests, (who will,
no doubt, be adequately combatted only by
rewarded in due course),

military,

smacked of

undisguised
Nationalism with Its green,
white and orange posters
and vans with the faces
and names of prospective

Fianna Fail TDs super-
imposed.
It is somewhat par-

adoxical therefore that In
the wake of the election
campaign, as sooner pol-
itical commentators ac-
knowledged its Nation-
alist overtones, that Jack
Lynch should seek to give
assurances, not to the
hard pressed Nationalist
people of the occupied six

counties, but rather to the
British government and
its loyalist allies, (who
have recently reaffirmed
their determination to acc-
elerate their repression of
the people of the Nation-
alist ghetto areas), that he
will not *‘interfere’’ in the
affairs of THE NORTH
but that he will seek a
new BRITISH ‘‘initiative’’.

The Nationalist people in
occupied Ireland have come
to expect such a response

imes)

from the neo-colonial ad-
raised its head during the ministrations which have
closing stages of the cam- controlled the Free State
paign. Admittedly it was since 1921/22. Then, in

in the wake of British with-
gained drawal from the 26 counties
the
It did run a very prof- of
essional

Nationalist
the North,

ghettos
in  part-
were ab-

forces,
the

orange

resourceful volonteers of
pol- the Irish Republican Army.
To-day,

over 50. years

S T
"' Fianna Fail leader Jack Lynch watches Coal
§ eader Cosgrave concede defeat. (Courtsey:irish |

later practically nothing has
changed. While successive
Free State governments
continue to suppress Rep-
ublicans and Socialists,
the soldiers of Oglaigh
Na h-Eireann cantinue their
defense of the Nation-
alist ghettos.

Unlike 1921/22 however
the Nationalist people In
the occupied six counties
will not be, defeated or
demoralised, but will con-
tinue to resist with ever
increasing  determination
the failing efforts of the
British war machine. Their
confidence lies not in any
Free State ‘government’
but in the strength of the
Irish people as a whole,
and their vanguard, the
Irish  Republican Army.
The election ‘victory’ of
Fianna Fail makes no
difference to the war of
national liberation being
waged by the Irish people

by whatever means s
at their disposal.
It is not enough

however to recognise the
O T IR

finer political implications
of the Free State elect-
ions -and the danger to
British imperialist and local
capitalist Interests of a
revitalised National spirit.
The Republican Movement
must move quickly to fill

the political vaccum of
Northern politics In the
ghetto areas. Despite

repeated advocations since
the beginning of this year
no apparent = significiant
progress has been made
on the programme of

People’s Assemblles.
The opportunity of pol-
itical consolidation will not
last  indefinitely. With
Fianna Fail waving the
‘republican’ banner in the
Free State sapping the
Nationalist militancy of the
people and a fresh re-
grouping of pro-imperial-
ist organisations in the
occupied North, the
Republican Movement
cannot any longer afford
the luxury of political com-
placency.

|

Wednesday, June 8

21-year old Turf Lodge man,
T.P. Magill, who signed a
statement under torture, was
acquitted at a Belfast Court.
He had been beaten, burnt
with cigarettes, threatened.
One of his two torturers
has since been executed by the
IRA on the Springfield Road
Belfast.

In Belfast a Part-time UDR
man and Royal Victoria Hosp-
ital employee, G. Tucker, 35
from Shankill area, is shot
dead by IRA v
olunteers as he leaves work.

This weeks Dairy of events
covers the 2 weeks beginning
Wednesaay June 8th.

A soldier from the
Royal Irish  Rangers is
jailed for 7 years for having
stolen arms and ammunitions
from his barracks to pass them
on to the UVF.

Newry and Mourne
Council members are to pass
on to authorities North and
South the numerous complaints
they have received of ill-
treatment of South Armagh

Mason new
measures to defeat terrorism
increased penalties (member-
ship increases from S to
10 years, etc). Army now
used for SAS type operations

and to back an increased
RUC and UDR
(RUC increased by 1,200 and
UDR up to 2,500). First
reactions of local politicians
Paisley, then Craig
ask for death penalty.

In the evening, on the Ml
in Donegal-Falls area, Bel-
fast, an RUC patrol comes
under fire as it arrives to
investigate stationary vehicle.

The premises of a
Dungannon Tyre firm are burnt.

Thursday, June 9.
In the Royal Victoria Hq

, both in H-Block,
Long Kesh and in Portlacise
Jail.

London School of Economics
lecturer Mr. Adam Roberts, in
an article published in the

- magazine New Society, about

‘‘Northern Ireland’ economic
dependence on the U.K. in-
dicates that in 1969-70 Britain
poured £74 millions into (or
on behalf of) the 6 counties,
and in 1976-77 this sum had
increased to £603 . millions
this does not incdude Army
costs..

John A. Robb, of the new
Ireland movement, at a
meeting in Dun Laoghaire,
calls for a British confeder-
ation including the 26 Cos,
so,is this where the Peace
People stole the idea?

Belfast, the two main trade-
unions agree on a 30 minute
silent protest tomorrow. G.
Tucker, the UDR man shot
dead yesterday, was once char-
ged with a’murder in a UDA
club. (the charge had then
been withdrawn). He was carr-
ying a weapon when he was
shot.

John Hume praises the att-
itude of 4 American polit-
icians (Kennedy, Moynihan,
Carey, Tip O'Neill) on ‘‘North-
ern Ireland” A great help,
says John Hume,

Belfast ringroad inquiry: Prot-
esters go to Stormont.

A UDA-man crippled in a loy-
alist shooting, receives £70,000
compensation.

19 year old Brenda Murray

Friday, June 10

A Screw is attacked on a
street near Crumlin Road Jail
by UDA members.

Funeral of the second UDA
man to die after Cookstown
house fire four weeks ago
(during UUAC  stoppage-
the two loyalist were making
petrol-bombs).

The Tyrone man whose family
was held hostage while IRA
unit was waiting for RUC pat-
rol on June 2, is charged

with witholding inform-
ation from RUC.
Belfast Brigade, Provisional

IRA, warns that as long as
the Royal Victoria Hospital
is used by the Brits as a post,
it will be subject to attacks.
Newry and South Down Anti-
L G .

from Road,
Belfast, is acquitted of
bombing charge after re-

trial. She was serving a 15
year jail sentence for the
charge and has spent one year
in jail. (she had signed a

after beati and

con-
demns the British Army for
daubing Newry Cathedral with
offensive slogans. Slogans are
later removed.

Continued on page 10

threats).
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A GENUINE AND 3
CESSATI(]N OF VIOLENCE

Over recent months there
has been much talk by
the media about a Provo
truce with the Brits. How-
ever, repeated denials by
the Republican Movement
dictate that there can be
no question of another
truce in the near future.

Even so, It Is still
worth taking a look at
some of the questions rais-
ed by the last truce. In
particular, what were the
Brits up to?

For a start it s

obvious that any truce is |8
just another stage of the §

struggle. The . Brits see
any truce as a potentially
useful step towards their
aim, of pacifying Ireland
by one means or another.

While for us, a truce
forms a potentially useful
plateau on the road to
kicking out the Brits and
setting up a Socialist Rep-
ublic.

TUG OF WAR.
. Obviously the parties
to any truce continually

try to improve their sit- |*

uation. Both at the bar-
gaining table and on the
ground they seek to alter
the balance of forces In
their favour.

The war goes on. The
form of combat is diff-
erent. The battle for
‘“‘hearts and minds’’ reach-
es a new pitch.

Meanwhile the guns are

oiled, the bombs are
primed but negotiations
continue. ‘‘Peace’’ per-

sists while both parties
seek some gain.

A tug of war goes on.
Both trying to better the
other in many fronts.
For the Brits a truce
does not indicate that they
have seen the light of
day. They are not saying:
‘“Oh, so sorry! We have
done you wrong for hun-
dreds of years. We repent.
Provo rule now OK!"’.

When the Brits slacken
the repression and stop
the killing, it just means
one thing. They are trying
to use different. means
to keep ‘‘the natives’
down.

Such a choice is dic-
. tated to them by the succ-
ess of the resistance str-
uggle. Instead of smashing
the resistance head-on,
they seek to co-opt and di-
vert the revolutionary tem-
per of the people.

NORMALISATION.

So in 1975 what were

the Brits after? For them
the Truce provided a wel-
come drop In casualties
and compensation. It also
made British cities-esp-

ecially London-safer places
once more.

But what was of central
importance was that it
provided an opportunity
to rgbulld political

iances on moderate ground.
And it provided a chance
to set some traps for the
Provos. To apply some sop-
histicated  counter-insur-
gency techniques.

The general approach of
the Brits was to try to
‘“normalise’”’  the  six-
counties. They wanted to
cool things down.

Remember Rees be-
having like a parrot with
hiccups. He continually
called for a ‘‘Genulne and

Sustained Cessation  of
Violence''.
MAY CONVENTION.

The UWC stoppage had
brough down the Assembly
and smashed the Sunning-
dale Agreement. In late
'74 and early '75 the Brits
had hopes of fudging-up
another ‘‘moderate’’ all-
jance at the Constitutional
Convention in May '75.

They wanted a . ‘‘power-
sharing’’ government
of UPNI, Alliance and
SDLP. They were attempt-
ing to resurrect the Ass-
embly. Although this time,
in order to placate the
Loyalists there would be
no 32-county Implications
like the Councll of lIre-
land.

The Brits wanted to
chop-off both Loyalist and
nationalist  ‘‘extremists'’.
To bolster the middle
ground of establishment
politics. -

In order to do this
they were prspared to make

.some  concessions to the
nationalists and their

vanguard, the Provos, In

‘order to gain a truce.

3 !( might

6 INSTEAD OF SMASHING THE
THEY SEEKTO CO -
TEMPER OF THE PEOPLEY

MODERATE ALLIANCE.

Brit thinking was that
a “‘Genuine and Sustained
Cessation of Violence'
would benefit the moder-
ates on both Unionist and
nationalist sides.

On the Unionist side,
if the IRA were no longer
fighting then the central
demand of Loyalist ‘‘ext-
remists’’, to exterminate
the IRA, would not possess
the same driving force.
This would strengthen
Unionists ‘‘moderates’’.

On the nationalist side,
if the IRA were no longer
fighting then  ‘‘moder-
ates’’ might also come to
the fore. ‘‘Real’’ politics,
that is, pro-Brit constit—

utional  politics, would
prosper.

Forging a ‘‘moderate
alliance’” would be a

much easier task. So the
Brits thought!

CARROTS AND TRAPS.
This was the Brits tact-
ic then. Offer the Provos
and their base of support
some attractive ‘‘carrots’’
Some concessions  and
some future promises In
exchange for a halt to the
fighting. Thus try to sep-
arate. the guerlllas from
the people. Divide the ‘‘ex-
tremists’’, who might carry
on regardless, from the
‘‘moderates’’ who might
get hooked on ‘‘carrots’’.
But every concession
offered. by the Brits was
two-sided. On the one hand
it could under-cut the
Provos. On the other hand
increase thelr

USTAI

JSTAINED |

strengtn.
Every trap could be
turned against the imperial,
hunter. Concessions could
be a spring-board to bigger
republican successes. The
best of plans can go wrong.
As the Brits were soon
to find out.

This tug-of-war between
the forces of imperialism
and of republicanism took
place in different fields.
Next week in ‘Truce 75’
a look will be taken at
the role of the Truce

Incident Centres and the
effect of ending
ment.

intern-

RESISTANCE HEADON
OPT' AND DIVERT THE REVOLUTIONARY

'
%

Dowling

Over the next three weeks our
correspondent Peter Dowling,
makes a personal analysis of
“Truces” in general,and the 1975
“Truce” in particular.

HOUSE WRECKED
BY SARACEN

A house in the Mc Donnell street area of Belfast wrecked by a
British Army saracen as it sped wrecklessly through the Lower Falls.
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Since last year's military
coup the level of repression
In Argentina has reached a
new depth of .barbarism,
beyond that known for
example in Chile after the
bloody coup of September
1973. Under the rule of the
supposedly moderate
President Videla, between
5,000 and 15,000 people
have disappeared - kid-
napped from their homes or
in the street by armed

civilians. The authorities
claim to ‘know nothing
about’ the detentions, and
attempts by the victims'

families to trace them
usually  get nowhere.
Journalist and writer

Rodolfo Walsh calculated
that, ‘“‘More than 7,000
writs of habeas corpus have
been refused during the
past year. In thousands of
other cases of disappear-
ance, no habeas corpus
petition has been presented
either because it seemed
useless or because no
lawyer could. be found to
take the case. This is not
surprising because 50 or 60
of them have themselves
been kidnapped for inter-
vening in political cases.’’

The day after Walsh had
written an open letter to the
military junta, in which he
gave these and other
statistics about the repress-
ion and the effects of one
year of military rule in
Argentina, he himself was

kidnapped. Despite
massive international
protests, he has not re-

appeared. The kidnappings
torture and murders which
have become a part of every
day life in Argentina are

not carried out directly by
members of the armed
force$ in uniform, or even
by an acknowledged secret
police force, like the
Chilean DINA. The repres-
sion is done by so-called
‘right wing terrorists’
organised in death squads
and mysteriously outside
the control of the military

authorities despite the fact
that they operate in.broad
daylight, often within sight
and hearing of the official
armed forces.

The result of their
assassinations is to streng-
then and support the state,
as with UDA/UVF terror
in the six-counties. It has
long been obvious that

R DEIRISAIEN ¢
General Jorge Videla, c

hief-of-staff of (he Army.

these anonymous death
squads operate with the full
knowledge, if not the direct
authorisation of the govern-
ment. One example among
hundreds: the case of the
Irish worker priest, Patrick
Rice. He was kidnapped in
October in the street in a
working class area of
Buenos Aires, by a group of
armed ‘civilians’. He was
taken to a police station,
and then to army barracks,
where he was tortured.
He was finally released by
the armed forces in Dec-
ember, even though he had
never officially been arrest-
«ed, let alone charged.

The government has never
released lists of political
prisoners it is holding.
Amnesty International,
whose team made a visit
in November 1376, calcu-
lates that there are prob-
ably between 5,000 = and
6,000 prisoners. Other
sources, such as the
Argentine Commission for
Human Rights (CADHU)
put the figure higher, at
about 10,000.

Although there are no
official lists, and no way of
keeping a check on the sit-
uation of the prisoners,
there are frequent and well-
documented reports  of

the killing of prisoners
within the jails. A docu-
ment smuggled out of the
Sierra Chica prison describ-
ed in detail how prisoners
had been taken from their
cells to be transferred to
another jail. On the journey
the prisoners were shot
‘trying to escape’. In
another, case in January, at
the Jail of La Plata, 40 pris-
oners from the guerilla org-
anisations were put in a
seperate wing ot the prison
and told they were hostages
in the event of any reprisals
by the guerillas for the
killing of two other prison-
ers. Although this inform-
ation was smuggled out and
published abroad, (includ-
ing in the Times), three of

the prisoners were found
dead in their cells. ‘Suicide’
said the authorities, but
they refused to give the
bodies to the families of the
victims. Accounts of
guerillas killed in shoot-
outs with the security
forces appear regularly
in the Argentine and inter-
national press. Almost
invariably the ‘guerillas’
are either prisoners, or
victims of the death
squads.

TO BE CONTINUED.
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For the certainty of our victory, of our steadfast
dedication to the ideals of Theobald Wolfe Tone,
breaking the evil connection between
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England. and e

didn’t materialise — kept the
veterans away. But, whatever the reason was, youth
dominated and the veterans could not have wished for
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people, in Cumann
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well

12,000 'and the
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satisfied at the spirit of the boys and girls, their discipl
and the efficient handling of the parade in general.
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Volunteer laying a wreath at
Tone's garave , June 12th.
(Compliments of An Phoblact)
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- TO JUBILEE
OR NOT

TO JUBILEE

By SCOPOLI
DERRY.

If Elizabeth’s (Mark II) Silver Jubilee has done any-
thing it has shown once again the contradictions that
exist within her ruling class, and has given a focus to all

those against monarchy who see in these celebrations .

an affront to the working population at a time of falling
living standards. In fact for many in Britain and else-
where, **To Jubilee or not to Jubilee''?, has been the
question. At a time of cuts, many ordinary working
people see all this fuss as mindless extravagance, and
many have gone to great lengths, and with a high
degree of courage, to say so in more ways than one.
When travelling through England recently, preaching
the Gospel according to Wolfe Tone , I was delighted
to see slogans freshly painted on roads, monuments
and public buildings, which were far from compliment-
ary, and would surely have brought the old Victoria's
typical response, ‘‘We are not amused!”’; to the lips
of the Palace inmates. In the northern cities and
midlands, ‘the hard headed proletarians gave little
outward sign that this was Lizzie's 25th anniversary as
Queen of the Castles, However on arriving in London
itself. and even when having a pint, the Butchers’
Apron was everywhere, even decorating the lounge
counters. Liz and Big Greek Phil were hanging from the
walls...sorry...just their photographs were hanging
from the walls...(unfortunately). An odd one of
Maggie, (the one time wife of that snappy fella Tony
Armstrong Jones), Charlie (of hello sailor and Cherry-
Brandy fame) or the horsey girl herself mark you would
be jumping.out of the wallpaper, catching the eye and
ruining a quiet pint of the brown stuff. It was all too

much for a wee Fenian Bog-trotter from Derry, so *

cursing under my breath 1 swore that the only decent
place for an Irishman to be was in the thirty-third
county of Ireland, KILBURN. So catching the tube,
1 got off at Kilburn High Street, headed for Biddy
Milligans, walled in broad southern Irish accents,
supped a few of the stuff that ‘is good for you’, crossed
the street to the Black Lion and listened to a
Strabane lass singing about her ‘Lagan Love’,
and later wandered down ‘round the corner where a
ceili band was thumping it out good and proper. No
doubt, this was Kilburn.

I bumped into a few old cell mates, who chatted about
‘the Crum’, “the Joy', Limerick and ‘the Bog'. the latter
| was pleased to inform them I had never graced or

<—an hour or so, telling funny stories, each one funnier

tested its menu as a guest of the state. We yarned away i

Cea mile W

than the last, and homeward bound | left them wiping
the tears of laughter away, and holding my stomach
which had become pained from such merriment. In the -
days that followed, here and there a ray of joy crossed

my path as I spotted the occasional person wearing a
haydsc which cpi!her said, ‘‘Abolish the M_?narch)’hv
or bore the blunt but simple message, Smff the
Jubilee’". The Fleet Street press I began to avoid I‘|ke
the plague, with all its gust and royal §lush. prcferr}ng
the socialist papers instead, sold outside the shopping
centres or at the tube stations daily. On such publicat-
ion remarked; -
“There are no scandals, no hidden prgﬁl§ being
made, says Chris Geen, Head of Communications fqr
the London Celebration Committee for the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee. All our funds are completely open to
inspection. The only thing I can’t tell you is how much
the individual subscribers gave.'' Which is a pity!
When next year's honours lists are annuunred: it would
be fun to compare the winners of MBEs or ngh!hfmzls
with the names of the Committee's big contributions.
Not that anyone is suggesting that any of the'Com-
mittee had anything more in mind than a desire to
celebrate the 25th year in office of Europe’s richest
woman. ’

While the pro-Monarchy elements were industriously
ringing up massive profits on china mugs, plates and
even jubilee panties, and what have you, an entirely
other industry was moving into full gear producing a
very different view. Badges, car, window, and wall
stickers have been printed by the tens of thousands,
informing the masses that it costs them £5 and a half
millions annually to keep the Royal Family, which is
almost exactly what it would cost to build a new public
hospital. The British media however ignored studiously
the activities of the anti-monarchists, in spite of the fact
that there were demonstrations at every major town in
Scotland that was polluted with her presence. Resid-
ents living along the route taken played ‘‘The
Internationale’’, - or like Dundee spray-painted the
roads prior to her visit. In London poor Liz got a terrible
barracking from people, very angry that in 1977 a year
of worsening economic crisis should be seen as a time
for celebration. Even her Ma Ma has been getting a bit
of stick(er), being described as the world's richest
pensioner who got 47% rise, while the rest of the
country's 0.A.P.s got a measly 7%. Meanwhile Big
Phil was at it again, dropping his usual royal clangers.,
Dukey Boy had this to say to the old - school tie brigade
when writing for THE DIRECTOR, a mag for the
magnates (Jan. Issue).. '*“We must not concentrate so
heavily on the unsuccessful and unfortunate and the
underprivileged, but try to create a situation where the
enterprising can make their contribution."" Little
wonder that all the maggots (sorry magnates) are going
to become unstuck when socialism dawns,

This year has seen the formation of the Movement
Against a Monarchy (Ma'am - you dig it?) and their
aim has been to stickerise London showing Liz being
uncermoniously discarded in a dustbin. Another walk-
that came- to light concerns Lizzey's visit to Glasgow.
While on her walk-a-bout she remarked on the
pleasant flowers and greenery in the council house
gardens. So were all the residents remarking, when
the Council workmen had dug the grass and flowers
up in a local park and transplanted them the previous
day. After Liz went home to see Big Phil the Greek and
‘the wanes’ to her own council house on THE MALL,
the entire display was dug up again and taken back u;
the park - lock, stock and tulip. 5

1 must end now, the butler has reminded me that its
feeding time for my seven dogs, six corgi, twenty
horses and twelve ponies, then dinner will be served
bangers and mash, yum! yum! )

—~—
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The regionalisat
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W YOUR EIRE NUA—

_NEW ULSTER ...

(Comhairle Chuige Laighean)

cople, he said: "“We
uld never ask you to join
the 26-County State - we
are trying to escape from
jtourselves.”"
Regionalisation would
grant the same political
structures to the province
of Ulster as to the other
\hree- provinces. District
Councils would be formed,
four Regional Councils are
pmposed, and proportional
wer defined by the New
Constitution at the national
Jevel would be guaranteed
to the people of Ulster.
However, the most excit-
ing aspect of regionalisat-
jon in Ulster will be the
creation of a Parliament of
Ulster, or Dail Uladh, to
legislate for the province.
By establishing this
parliament to govern the
historic nine counties of
Ulster within the New
Ireland, the partition
system would be disestab-
lished, the problem of the
border removed and the
fears of domination from
publin  eradicated, In
addition, the formation of
this new all-Ulster struct-

ure would represent the
endof that most Insidious
tool of colonialism - sectar-
lanism. Imposed on the
people of the North by the
interests of British domin-
ation over the resources
of this country, sectarian-
ism divided the poor and
divided the working class-
es. In the 6 Counties, relig-
lon was used to keep people
apart in the same way that
colour was used to divide
the Negroes and poor
whites in the United States.
It enabled foreign and
native collaborationist
interests to exploit the
people and force them to
become partisans of British
dominion. With sovereign
independent federal
Ireland, the essential raison
d'etre of sectarianism will
be removed and it will
disappear. There will be
no place for sectarianism
in the New Ireland.

The democratically-
elected Ulster Parliament
would be representative
of Catholic and Protestant,
Orange and Green,

The ex-Union-

=

Ists would have access to
real power within Ulster
but there would be a
sufficiently strong opposit-
ion with a 9-County set-up
to ensure that they could
not abuse their power. The
population divide in the 6
Counties is roughly 64% to
36%. In the 9-county
Ulster, Unionists would still
constitute 56-58% of the
population while the other
side would be within reach
of power ‘with 42-44%
support assuming that
voting continued along
traditional lines. Thus,
the ex-Unionists would still
have a working majority
within the province and
would, therefore, have
considerable control over
their own affairs, but the
rights of the less pronounc-
ed Nationalist minority,
would be protected by the
New  Constitution and
Charter of Rights. That
power that would still be
available to the: ex-Union-
ists would be the surest
guarantee of their civil
and religious liberties in

“‘The Queen isin the counting house,
(Counting all her money.

The Souvenir touts in Oxford Street
Are eating bread and honey,

The rich men queque at County Hall
To join the honours roll, d 1
| And meanwhile 1,500000 of us,

Are starving on the ‘'dole"". ]

the New Ireland.

So, an essential -corner-

stone of our proposals for
the New Ulster is that our

programme offers to the
people of Ulster, all the
people of Ulster, power
within their own province.
It offers them more
authority, in fact, than was

_ever really granted to them

by Westminster in the false
security of an ultimately
Ineffective  Stormont or,

of course, than is granted

to them today under the
N.1:0.

It is sad and ironic that
Fintan Lalor’s caution to
the Irish landlords way
back in 1847 is applicable to
the so-called ‘Loyalists’ of
today. He said: ‘‘Refuse it
(to be Irishmen) and you
commit yourself...to the
mercy of English Ministers
and ~ English = members;
you throw your very
existence  on English
support, - which England
soon may find too costly
to afford....""

It is true that many of the
would-be ex-Unionists do

not deserve to wield their
portion of power in the New
Ireland, so long have they
permitted themselves to be
used to further British
interests in this county.

But when we have finally
defeated British Imperial-
ism in our country and the
Brits are finally leaving
Ireland  somebody  will
have to start picking up
the pieces. In other words,
there will have to be
somebody to devise the pol-
itical structures based on
the socialist principles
enshrined in the 1916
Proclamation, that will
allow us all to live in
peace as equal citizens
on this island...

When the Brits get out,
the Republican Movement
is confident that
the structures of a 4-
provinces federal Ireland
are the most realistic way
to a lasting peace and
prosperity.

Christene N.Elias
COMHAIRLE CHUIGE
LAIGHEAN

BRIGADE

STATEMENT

ON R.U.C.

Belfast Brigade,
Irish Republican Army:
Since the ending of -the
Loyalist stoppage attempts
have been made by the
SDLP to have the' RUC
pushed back into all Rep-
ublican areas, in the hope
of receiving from the
British Government
a boost to their political
fortunes. Forgetting  its
historical role as the armed
wing of orangeism and
indeed its more recent
history of torture and

themselves the
whitewashing the RUC.

The Belfast Brigade will
not allow the RUC back
into Republican  areas
and it will continue to
launch its military oper-
ations against all those
involved in and with the
RUC in its role as servant
to British Imperialism.
Sean O'Nelll...Belfast
Brigade.

SR T
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ONE OVER THE EIGHT

BY SCOPOLI , DERRY

AQ0ACADAGAS

Nine months ago, after
a series of discussion-type
meetings by the various
revolutionary  groupings,
antl-imperialist unity,
the dream of many, became
a living reality, in Derry
at least. This unity took
an organisational form in
the formation of the Irish
Front, which today em-
braces six organisations
and is based on a common
agreement to struggle for

four basic demands. The
organisations include,
The Republican Move-
ment, Tthe Irish Rep-
ublican Socialist Party,
the  Nationalist  Party,
The political  Prisoners
Action  Committee, the
Prisoners Dependants

Fund, and the Magilligan
Prisonrs’ Welfare Comm-
ittee. The four demands

are; (1) An end to har-
assment, torture  and
intimidation.

(2) Full support for the
political status campaign,
leading to an unconditional
general amnesty.
(3) Repatriation of all
Irish political prisoners.
(4) Withdrawal of British
troops and an end to
British  interference in
the political, cultural and
economic life of Ireland.
The emergence of the
Irish Front is indeed a
major progressive . land-
mark  on the local pol-
itical scene and has been
closely watched by all the
major political groupings
throughout  Ireland. In
recent years the struggle
against imperialism has
been marred by division,
defeatism and apathy, and
following  the eclipse
of the civil rights move-
ment more than  six
years ago, there has ex-
isted a clear lack of pol-
itical direction. Over recent
months the Irish Front has
taken a stand on several
issues, and its real strength
lies' in ‘the fact that a
small number of ded-
icated activists are
prepared to daily carry out
the many organisational
tasks on a voluntary basis,
and have been highly succ-
essful in mobilising local
support. The Front has
carried out regular pickets,
held demonstrations on the
question of the prisoners
as-on St. Patrick’s Day
when upwards of 10,000
‘took to the streets, block-
ed roads to expose the
tortures taking place in
Strand Road and Castle-

reagh R.U.C. barracks,
sent telegrams to various
promi people including

Declan Costello at the
Strasbourg Human Rights
Court, and Its members
have used their vacation
periods to put across the

republican side of the
argument when visiting in
Britain, Europe or

America. The collective Im-

the British authorities are
far from pleased at this
new found unity, and are
anxious to do all in their
power to sow the seeds
of division, which s
successful will give them
added strength. The Front
has been active in prom-

VOVOVOVIVEVEVe
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The concept of the Broad
Front Is closely linked to
the debate which has taken
place within the pages of
Republican News in
recent times on the quest-
lon of the People’s Ass-
emblies, which one could
equate with popular

P
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pact of all these activities
has given the anti-
imperialist forces a new
co-operation which has led
to friendships developing
on a basis of trust, which
has replaced much of the
former suspicions. The
Front has given the people
a new focus, and has re-
sulted- in many coming
back into the struggle who
were disillusioned at the
former divisions between
the republican forces. Its
Central Committee, com-
posed of representatives of
the organisations involved,
acts as a platform to

. discuss any difficulties that

emerge, and at the same
time co-ordinates common
activities, which in turn
has resulted in bringing
numbers of people into
open resistance to Imper-
ialism.

All this activity has
resulted In a stepping up
of harassment against
prominent Front members,
with almost half. of the
Central Committee having
been arrested” and quest-
ioned, some members on
more than three occasions.
It is obvious from the
line of questioning, that

oting anti-imperialist unity
in different parts of the
country, and has brought
on to its platforms a cross
section of public figures
who agree with its aims
and basic demands.
These have included,
Frank McManus, Seamus
Costello (I.R.S.P.),
Anthony O‘Malley Daly
(Sinn_ Fein), Eddie Mc
Ateer (Nationalist Party
President), and others from
outside Ireland such as
members of the. Troops
Out Movement. Its Central
Committee members have
accepted invitations to
speak all over lIreland to
any group, no matter how
small to outline the pol-
icies of the Front, and to
advocate  anti-imperialist
unity among all groupings
who could be drawn to-
gether on a similar plat-
form. The result of such
meetings, together ‘ with
visits to cities outside
Ireland, has resulted
in opening up new con-
tacts and counter-acting
the Brit Black propaganda
machine, and its alles in
the ‘peace movement’.

power as was lllustrated
in the events “of other
revolutionary struggles,
particularly Portugal.
The creation of such bodies
as the People’s Assemblies
can only be realised if
broad front unity is in-
itially achieved as the
foundation for such. The

Broad front must be
seen as the vehicle to
take wus further along

the road to popular ass-
emblies, and it is
clear that in addition to
the four demands already
stated, that a gradual
involvement of the people
must be sought after,
particularly in work-places,
and within housing estates.
Imperialism has many
facets, the most obvious
one being the repressive
role of its troops and
agents. which we dally
witness, but its more
shady side, economic ex-
ploitation is as equally
important, therefore the
needs to organise work-
ers on. a factory basis
to take the struggle Into
the broad labour and
trade union movement.

If such a degree of or-

ganisation was attained,
a great weapon In the
struggle against repression
would have been created.
The need to combat re-
dundancies, low wages and
poor conditions at work
would become part and
parcel of the overall
struggle, and workers
would be given a voice
within the braod front
during this process of
evolution. The fact that
many comraunity bodies
and tenant associations
are riddled with pro-
establishment boot lickers,
as is the case in the
Creggan Estate where de-
putations have recently met
and discussed ‘policing’
with . the infamous RUC
is clear evidence that
the anti-imperialist forces
cannot afford to
ignore these bodies. Our
aim must surely be to
mobilise tenants against
these unrepresentative
individuals, and hammer
out a policy whereby the
security of the estates is
handed over to the people
in conjuction with the
anti-imperialist forces.
Certainly from these re-
marks, many will agree
that we have a long way
to go, but every day that
we delay in tackling the
need to build unity, and get
down to the problems of
the people at grass roots
level, in the place of work
and in the estates, is a
day lost in forging pop-
ular power. The conscious
participation of the
working  class people
in the revolutionary strugg-
le, is a pre-requisite to a
successful and victorious
conclusion to our struggle.
When such popular power
Is realised, we can then
set about building up al-
ternative institutions to
those already in the hands

of the imperialist forces. -

Only by such a creation
can it be said that we as
a people have totally re-
jected  the present state
structures, and unless we
seriously consider the road
forward at this ‘juncture

the Eire Nua (New. lIre-

land) of our dreams could
remain an abstraction.

ON TO THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC!II1]]
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BRITS DIG

We are always hearing,
and reading about the
children of Ballymurphy,
Belfast, desecrating the
graves in the city cem-
etery We do realise that
there is a certain amount
of vandalism being carried
out in the cemetery but
where there are very
little facilities for children
to play there will always

be mischief. But only last
week members of the Brit-
ish Army, were seen digg-
ing up various graves,

UP GRAVES

care what damage they do,
or is there a law for the
children of Ballymurphy,
and  another law for the
British Army. We enclose
a photograph of the grave
which the British Army
desecrated, and we hope
very, much that you will
print it, as the children
of Ballymurphy have been
getting all the blame for
far too long. X

JOHN GLENNON,
SECRETARY.
Liam McParland Sinn Fein .

CAMPAIGN OF HARRASSMENT
AGAINST FAMILY CONTINUES

On Friday last the Brit-

Ish- Army carrled out a
search of McAvoy grocers

shop at the Junction of |

Belfast's Whiterock and
Springfield Roads. Nothing
was found and a search
certificate  was . lIssued
to the shop owners. A
short time later a second
search party arrived again
searching both the shop
and the local Sinn Feln
Advice Centre. (which is
located directly above the
shop). This second group
reported a ‘‘find’’ and four
of the McAvoy family were
subsequently arrested.
When queried about the
results of the first search
and the clearance certif-
icate the second group
became very agressive
towards both owners and
customers alike. As a result
of their attitude a con-
frontation developed
during  which  several
customers were burnt in-
cluding the husband of
one of the family who was
later taken to hospital by
ambulance. Mrs Bridie Mc

Hugh, a co-owner, was also*

detalned in hospital suff-
ering from = slight con-
cussion as a result a
of being struck with a
baton while ‘entering a
British Army Saracen.

Other members of the'
family were *detained for
12 hours

and no one seems to Cumann, Ballymurphy. reagh Holdingaf;em?fgﬁ
were released without any
BALLYMURPHY CHILD
INJURED BY BRITS
On Sunday last 19th
June, Eoin Stewart age

5 months, was in his pram
outside his home at 82
Ballymurphy Road. As a
British Army foot patrol
passed the pram was
deliberately upended and
Eoin fell into the street
sustaining facial and
head injuries. He was imm-
ediately taken to hospital
for treatment and was
later examined by the
family doctor. Eoin has
already been attending
the hospital because he
suffers from Spinobifida.

A formal complaint has
been made by the Stewart
family through their sol-
icitor.

The local Liam Mc
Parland Sinn Fein Cumann
have called on the people
of Ballymurphy to harass
British  Army patrols as
the people of Turf Lodge,
St. James’'s and Beech-
mount are doing to
prevent a repetition of
such an incident.

4th Anniversary.
In proud and loving memory
of

Lt. Patrick Carty

Lt. Dermot Crawley

Lt. Sean Loughran

1st Battalion East Tyrone
Always remembered by the
Officers and Members of
Carty, Crawley, Loughran
Sinn Fein Cumman

Dungannon.

Five month old Eoin Stewart is
comforted at home by his mother. !

CARTY/CRAWLEY/LOUGHRAN
In Proud and Loving Memory of Our
Dear Comrades
LT.PADDY CARTY
LT.DERMOT CRAWLEY
LT.SEAN LOUGHRAN
(killed In action 25th June 1973)
Always Remembered by Their Friends
And Comrades East Tyrone Brigade

1st BATT. EAST TYRONE BRIGADE
A.B. and C. COYS. EAST TYRONE BRIGADE
Also Remembered by Their Comrades in
MAGILLIGAN, LONG KESH, CRUMLIN ROAD JAIL.

The Mc.Avoy family - *rying to run
a business in the face of constant
harassment.

charges being preferred.
This incident, reported to
‘‘Republican News’’ by the
local Liam McParland Sinn
Fein Cumann, is only one
of a series of such in-

cidents in which the Mc

SEARCH DAMAGE CLAIM FORM
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Avoy family have been
involved, and the Cumann
claims that the local Brit-

ish Army unit is delib-
erately directing a camp-
aign of rescalating harass-
ment against the family.
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The clearance certificate left by
the first search party.

‘BLANKET’
REFUSED

Young Gerry Hodgins,
who Is serving 14 years
In Long Kesh, was given
permission to visit his
father, who was serlously
1llin hospital.

As he was about to
leave, he was told that
his visit had been can-
celled.

Mr. Hodgins died last
week.

The prison authoritles
told Gerry he could go to
the funeral IF HE GAVE
UP  HIS FIGHT FOR
POLITICAL STATUS.

Gerry has been wearing a
blanket since he was

sentenced last year.

PRISONER
PAROLE

ey e T e ey

This is just another
example of the torture
treatment being metted out
by the N.1.O.

We ask all to support
the National demands, and
join the fight for Pol-
Itical Status.

We also offer our sin-
cere condolences to Mr.
Hodglns’ wife, Elleen, and
their other young son,
Eamon.

An extract from the VOICE
issued by the O’Rawe/Bryson
Cumann,New Barnsley,Belfast.
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7 USC men are fined in
Cookstown for illegal road-
block last January.

It is now known that the
UUAC stoppage, has costed

near million to the
economy of the 6 Cos. of
87 ies in the i ial

is fired at.

13 UDA men are arrested
in Dublin. They said they
had come to the trial of above
mentioned colleague.

Tuesday, June 14.

Former UDA man Tommy Herr-
on’s widow, has decided to
join the ‘‘Peace’’ Movement.

sector, 8 lost more than £100,
000, 13 lost more than £25,000,
and 45 lost up to £25,000.

IRA Volunteers launch a shoot-
ing attack on Woodburn Brit.
Army post, near Lenadoon
estate, Belfast.

Two shops in Bow Street,
Lisburn are destroyed by fires
caused by incendiary devices.
Belfast Brigade IRA claims re-
sponsibility.

Saturday, June 11.
In a

SDLP is to start talking to
K. about  SDLP-
RUC relations, in view, says
the SDLP of ‘‘increasing ev-

Hundreds of workers march
in support of Eastwoods str-
ikers in the Falls area, Bel-
fast. Four unions also pledge
support. The demonstration,

was called for by the Bel-
fast Unemployment Action
Committee.

Belfast Relatives Action Comm-
ittee occupies American
Consulate in Belfast for half
an hour, to protest against
Edward Kennedy’s recent
on the Irish sit-

idence of P! d impart-
iality of the RUC"”
In Dublin, the 13 UDA

men are held at the Bride-
well. Meanwhile in Belfast,
Provisional Sinn Fein in a
statement, recalls the counter-
revolutionary role of - these
British agents (re December
72, Easter 77 etc).

The UDA men are later
released, amidst total news

on Mason’s latest measures,
,the IRA says that it proves
that it’s  Volunteers are
successful. The IRA also warns
that non-uniformed civilians
working for the RUC (Mason’s
new scheme to relieve RUC
men of their clerical duties)
will be considered like all
RUC personnel as legitimate

targets.

Belfast Brigade, IRA
warns that it will attack derelict
buildings - used as look-out

posts by the Brits. in Rep-
ublican areas. Belfast Brigade
claims responsibility for the two
attacks of such posts this past
week, one in Turf Lodge,
the other in the Lower Falls
area. Sinn Fein in North
Belfast accuses the Brits of
deliberately delaying the re-
development policy to use der-
clict houses for their own

- purposes.

Sunday, June 12

In Bodenstown, thousands of
Republicans attend the annual
commemoration.

The Peace People claim to have
started a campaign in the USA
to divert Irish American money
from the IRA. Ciarian Mac-
Keown's booklet is in the US
Congressional record (they can
keep it). The magazine ‘‘Peace
by Peace’’ will be widely dis-
tributed-probably the thous-
ands of "copies they were
unable to sell here.

Monday, June 13.

Two Amnesty International del-
egates arrive in Dublin to
start an investigation into jail
conditions and  allegations
of Garda brutality in the 26
Cos.

At spar supermarket, Newry,
an incendiary device is plant-
ed,’ causing some damage.
The South Down command
IRA claims responsibility.
Several Clonard associations
(RAC, Women's Action Comm-
ittee etc) call on Stickie mem-
bers to cease their attacks on
the people of the area.

Belfast RAC calls on Amnesty
International to probe into con-
ditions at long kesh and Armagh
jail.

At a Cork electoral 0mceﬂng

black-out Cosgrave is probably
waiting now for a few extra-
votes next Thursday.

In Belfast,. two bombs are
planted in a shoe warehouse
in Union Street. Belfast Brig-
ade IRA claims responsibility.

A British Army helicopter
lands on grounds of Monaghan
Army Barracks for refuelling.

Bomb at Union St wholesale
shoe shop is claimed by Bel-
fast Brigade IRA.

An RUC patrol is shot at
near Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone.

Wednesday June 15.

Eve of the polls in the 26
Cos: Coalition victory is pred-
icted.

Today, the Eleven-Plus is out.
M.P. Frank Maguire calls on
Mason to release 64 year
old Peter MacGrath from
Co. Tyrone, who was so ill
after interrogation by the RUC,
that he had to be brought
to Musgrave Hospital. His
relatives are not allowed to
visit him.

Fr. Faul protests over reports
of beatings inflicted on two
more men lifted in East Tyrone
this week. .
Some Eastwoods strike pickets
are lifted by the Brits (see Rep
News 18.6.77) Sinn Fein acc
uses the Brits of using re-
pressive laws against workers
fighting for their union rights
and calls on Trade Unions to

protest

Thursday June 16
In Ard Belfast a British

loud heckling when 8T
hits out at critics of Port-
laoise conditions.

The UDA man who planted
the bomb in Dublin at Easter
is refused bail at a Dublin
court.

In Jonesboro (South Armagh)
A British Army foot patrol

Army post and sleeping quart-

~ ers were attacked in the early
bomb  was -

hours. First “a
planted nearby, then.shots were

fired. The surrounding area

had been cleared. The oper-
ation was claimed by Dal-
fast Brigade IRA. .

uation, and also to highlight
the plight of Irish political
prisoners.

A British Army bomb
squad driver is up in court
for receiving . stolen money.
Comment of the Judge. ‘You
are not 100% honest’.

A bomb damages a shop
in Donegall Square, Belfast.
Belfast Brigade IRA, claims
responsibility.

In Dublin, Fr. P. O‘Duill is
arrested and questioned by the
Special Branch. He had been
helping the Amnesty Internat-
ional team who are at pre-
sent in Ireland to carry out
a survey on Portlacise con-
ditions and on Garda brut-
allty allegations.

The RUC denies having ill-
treated 64 year old Tyrone
man Peter MacGrath!

The ALJin a statement, attacks
‘apologists for the RUC’, and
warns of continuous reports
of ‘ill-treatment during
interrogation’.

The Brits defuse a big lan-
mine in Co. Armagh and a
bomb in a Belfast garage.

politicians show a wide spec-
trum of emotions, from un-
ease and fear to anger. Paisley
accuses Fianna Fail to be
‘full of ex-IRA members!”
Bomb planted at Eason’s whole-
saler on Boucher Road, Bel-
fast. Belfast Brigade, IRA
claims responsibility.

Shots are fired at a British
Army patrol in the Suffolk
area of Belfast. Belfast Brig-
ade IRA claims responsibility.
IRA Volunteers launch a shoot-
ing attack on an RUC jeep at
the Falls-Whiterock junction.
Belfast Brigade claims two
RUC men were hit.

Saturday, June 18.

Official Unionist Jean Coulter
claims that UDR and RUC
Reserve members employed
in Belfast Royal Victoria Hos-
pital have been transferred to
other hospitals.

Final results of 26 Cos e]ections.
Fianna Fail 84 seats (69 after
1973 elections, 66 before diss-
olution of Dail).

Fine Gael 43 seats (54 after
1973 elections, S5 before diss-
olution of Dail). v
Labour 17 seats (19 after 1973
elections, 20 before dissolution
of Dail).

Others 4 seats (2 after 1973
elections, 3 before dissolution
of Dail).

Anti-apartheid demonstration
in Corn Market, in support
of Soweto students, organised
by the South Africa Solidarity
Committee.

Sunday, June 19.
Ulster Executive Sinn Fein
di the ‘upsurge in

Friday, June 17.

repression in Nationalist areas’
and ially the i in

A big-fire starts in H
Executive central office in
College Square East, Belfast.
It was caused by several in-
cendiary devices and the dam-
age is estimated at £100,000.
Belfast Brigade IRA claims re-
sponsibility.

‘The ‘Butcher Gang’ cases:
more charges are preferred
against two loyalists.

Two Belfast teenagers are
cleared of a murder 18 months
ago, because of evidence of
torture during interrogation.
M.P. Frank Maguire protests
at the vindictive treatment
meted out to sentenced pris-
oners, especially the refusal
of parole to the men on

Aftermath of Etna St. bombing
Y i\ }

‘blanket protest’. He accuses
the N.LO. of deliberately har-
assing these men.

As the counting of votes
draws to an end in the
South, Cosgrave. & Co. appear
to have got the boot. Lynch
starts making statements, and
announces he will ask to see
James Callaghan as soon as
possible. In Belfast, Loyalist

the number of teenagers de-
tained and forced to sign in-
criminating statements through
intimidation or ill-treatment.

MP Frank Maguire, will go to
Dublin this week in the hope
of asking J. Lynch to raise
the matter with British P.M.

James Callaghan later this
month.
Several hundred people

attend rally in the markets,
Belfast, organised by the Rel-
atives Action Committee in
support of political status.
Lodge, Belfast a
women's meeting takes place
at the initiative of the
Socialist Women group and
other Andersonstown groups.
Meeting held by Sinn Fein
in Newington, Belfast demon-
strators are addressed by
speakers of Belfast Comhairle
Ceanntair, who call for an
All-Ireland vote on the issue
of national unity and indep-
endence.
Belfast lawyers protest at the
backlog of cases in six cos.
courts. Cases are quoted of
people who after having await-
ed their trial for months
and having been refused bail
on several instances, have
seen charges against them
dropped. There are also com-
plaints about the long delay
in obtaining signed papers
from British Army personnel.
There are presently 668 remand
prisoners here, of whom two

thirds are in Crumlin Road .

Jail, Belfast. .

SDLP leader Gerry Fitt ann-
ounces that his deputation will

meet RUC Chief Constable
tonight. In a statement, the
Belfast Brigade, Provisional
IRA, says that the SDLP is
attempting to whitewash the
RUC, and stress that the RUC
will not be allowed back into

Republican areas.

An incendiary device causes
widespread damage in a Derry
shop.

Fr. Faul exposes the case of
a man who was assaulted and

severely bitten S  times
by a British soldier while
being lifted-(the man had to
receive a tetanus injection
later).

Judge James Brown, advised
judges that they should ‘har-
den their hearts’ and give

stiffer sentences to young
people to keep them from
violence..

A Writ of Habeas Corpus
has been issued against
RUC Chief Constable about the
detention of 64 year old Tyrone
man P. McGrath,

A Loyalist is charged with
the car bomb planted last
April in Ardoyne, Belfast, at
the funeral of Trevor McKibbon
The bomb had caused the
death of two 19 year old
boys.

Tuesday, June 21.
Unemployment in the 6 cos,
is on the increase. There are
now nearly 60,000 unemployed,
3,500 more than last month
(an increase of 0.6% on last
month figures, mostly due to
school-leavers) It is an over-
all increase of 11.2% on last
year’s figure. 3
SDLP-RUC talks: Gerry Fitt
announces that the time is
near when the RUCwill be
totally acceptable (to them).
After the transfer of 64
year old Peter MacGrath from
Musgrave Military Hospital
to a Tyrone mental hospital,
the writ of habeas corpus
against RUC Chief is changed
to a legal suit for assault
and battery.

Incendiary device .starts a

Monday, June 20

The new U.S. Ambassador
in London makes his first
visit to Belfast, and launches
the usual attack on Irish

~American fund raisers.

fire causing widespread damage
in Stewarts Supermarket on the
Oldpark Road, Belfast.

Sinn  Fein President Ruairi
O Bradaigh announces a step
up in the Brits Out Campaign.
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SEAL AR CUAIRT RrA.c. RALLY

TA AN FEAR TAR EIS CUPLA LA A CHAITHEAMH AR
CHUAIRT AG ‘FORSAT SLANDALA® NA HAITE SEO FA-
01 CHOIMIRCE NA BANRIONA EILIS. FAGADH LEIS
FEIN E CUID DE'N AM AGUS SEO ABHAR A MHACH.-

NAIMH LENA LINN SIN.

Is ea; bhi a fhios agaifg go
raibh cuairt | ndan duinn. [s
deacair a bheith | do !Sheén
Saoranach’ nuair is TCaitliceach
no ‘Tadhg’ thu | mBeal Felrsié\

Bionn droch-bholadh. ar leith
ag baint leis na ‘forsai slandala
ag do dhoras chomh luath sin
ar maldin. No an deanach
istoiche a bhi se? Ba chuma
linn, ar scor ar bith, agus sinn
ag brostu sios an staighre lenar
ndoras sobhriste a shabhail; a
choimead o a bheith i measc

seafoideacha, pearsanta agus
polaitiull, ann. Ceisteanna no
raitis? *‘lad uile ag baint lels
an ‘P check’ a sheanbhuachaill!”
Bhi me ar ti seile a chaitheamh
i suil an fhir de’n chraobh
speisialta a raibh blas Oxford
alge ach chuimhnigh me ar mo

‘rosc catha’ - *bi i do bhuachaill
maith.’
Niorbh fhada go dtainig

gluaistean na M.P.’s agus suas
an t Seanchill linn. Ghlanadar
fuinneog an ghluaisteain |
dtaobh (e

na milte eile eileamh d.
Idir an ceathair agus an se a
shileamar, agus ni ro-shasta a
bhi- mo bhean cheile agus i ag

jompar linbh,
Le bru borb agus clampara
thainig na B h isteach,

id agus

mise agus mo phaipeir faol
churam an RUC ( ata athlea-
saithe aris anois).

Slogann Castlereagh, cosuil
lena choras, thu agus deantar
=

ag ra go raibh me ag teastail
ag Springfield Road le roinnt
ceisteanna a fhreagairt. Ag
cloisteail rud eigin i dtaobh na
‘Banriona’ dom, bhi me, mar
a dearfa, gafa. D’inis mathair
mo cheile cad a shil si faoi'n
‘Bhanrion’ cheanna agus bhi mo
chailin ar aontuairm lei: D’fhan
me fein imo thost no shil me da
mbeinn imo ‘bhuachaill maith’

heach eile diot istigh sna
cillini nua. Ag bairdeiri an RUC
ata i gceannas nia haite droch-
chluiti seo, ba F 10 no A 10
mise. Duine de'n dream lion-
mhar me a ghlacann a gcuid bia
mar  ‘shicini  bataire’ = idir
amanna ceistiuchain.

Imionn an la le coischeimeanna
ar an urlar lasmuigh de do
t‘:‘izlllln; Ait bhan dheas i seo a

go ligfi saor me. i ndiaidh cupla
uair. Is aisteach an rud, e ach
thosaigh me a mhachnamh faoi
chearta daonna agus i rith na
dtri la is mar sin a lean me--Tig-
leo teacht, duine a ghabhalil,
agu sin e! Cad chuige? nach
bhfuil se leagtha amach doibh
faoi na cumhachtai speisialta?.
Ce acu sli is rogha leat fein,
sin mar a tharlaionn: Bionn tu'a
do ghoid acu, imionn tu, no
bionn tu a d'iompar amach acu.
Do na ‘Taidhg’ amhain a thar-
laionn se. An e seo an seict-
eachas a bhionn faoi thracht
igconai ag na paipeir?

Go hadhuil shroich me beairic
a ‘morgachta’ ar hothar
Springfield gan cuairt’ a thab-
hairt ar ‘a chomhEireannaigh
thuas an t Seanchill’ mar a
duirt an saighdiuir as Londain
a raibh blas lucht oibre aige.
Buille anseo agus ansiud mar is
gnath no sileann na ‘fir’ sna

Itacha (RUC no B: igh
gur  ‘terrorist’ gach ‘tadhg.’
Ma’s deacair sin a creidbheail,
bi i do eachtrannach no i do
dhuine o'n t Saorstat, agus i do
Chaitliceach chomh maith agus
foghlaimeoidh tu cad is bri le
‘tir, Phrotastunach do mhuintir
Phrotastunach.’

Agus tusa ag fail ‘do chuid’
bionn an chuairt sna haiteannz
seo suimiuil - ma’s faireoir thu!
Is e an chead rud a fhogh-
1 dh tu na go mbraith
se ort do hch ht a

fadh gealt diot, agus
fuaim o na teitheoiri nach eol
duit. Seo e am an duine bhoicht
trasna an dorchla anois. An fear
a chuala me ag screadail sa
tseomra ceistiuchain eile? D’inis
mo fhear o'n RUC dom nach
raibh ann ach inneall chun eagla
a chur orm - cleas do chineal
eigin. An inneall beo e?

Nach eolach- gach duine i
dtacbh Chairt na Naisiun
Aontaithe faoi chearta daonna -
trialacha Strasbourg, 'Solzenit-
sen - agus nach n-aontaionn
cach leo? 2

Ni aontodh an triur fear sin o
Naomh Seamus le seo afach. Tar
eis meid nios mo na mise a
fhulaingt agus iad faoi churam
dochtura, is doibh a ba cheart an
t-alt seo a scriobh. Ach, sileann
daoine go mbionn an fhirinne
a cur as a riocht nuair a chloi-
seann siad scealta mar seo.
Guim nach bhfaighfidh na
daoine sin an fhirinne amach,
mar is rud mithaitneamhach i.

Is ‘eol duit anois go bhfuil
na tri la thart no tugtar deis eile
duit an ‘admhail’ a dheanamh;
tugtar deis duit ‘a lan’ airgid |
a thuilleadh duit fein agus do do
chlann; agus faigheann tu cuairt
ar an dochtuir. I ndiaidh duit do
fhainne posta agus uile a bhailiul
bionn suil agat, le cunamh De,
go mbeidh duine as do ‘thaobh
ag fanacht leat ag an ngeata.

Cuireann an ‘chraobh’ slan leat]
leis an eolas go bhfuil . ‘roint]
mhaith blianta faoi ghlas i ndan|
duit.” Cuirtear ina lui go crua
ort ag duine de na cairde seo is|

il o bhfaiahfidh

chruthu. Nior rinne tu dada -
cen fath an cruthunas seo?

An dara rud a cuireadh ina
lui ort, go bhfuil tu ina gcum-
hacht ar fad; mar is leir o'n am
sin a a thainig fonn sui ort, no a
theastaigh uait an tochas sin a
leigheas no an toitin sin a
chaitheamh. >

Is abhar iontais e nach bhfuili-
mid chomh follain agus a ba
choir duinn a bheith. Ba choir
do dhuine a bheith abalta.
seasamh, a sciathan agus meara
ag bru i gcoinne balla agus a
chosa scartha  amach aige.
B’fheidir gur bhain na builli,
. Pucanna agus eile an anail diot.
Ar aon-nos, bionn ceisteanna

tu]

‘do chuid," agus faigheann tu
buille cairdiuil on te eile. Cuis
mhachnaimh duit agus tu ag
dul amach an geata ca mhead
eile cuairt a bheidh agat.

Ar aon-nos, tar eis duit bluire
bia a ithe agus focal i gcluas
do bhancheile, teann tu a lui
agus na soilse as. Is sblas duit
go bhfuil na milte eile leat ag
fanacht ar an la sin a riarfaidh
na daoine Eire agus nach
mbeidh sna  huirlisi daors-
machta, mar Castlereagh,
Springfield agus an Cheis
Fhada, ach cuid d’ar stair. Go
dti sin, fanfaidh tu as bealach
an scata Breatanach sin le suil
go gcasfaidh siad a gcuinne
i h agus go idh

6 shoin agus

duine eigin orthu le hArmalite.
An Phablacht Abu!

YES

AN FEAR

Théinig an litir seo trfd
an Phoist Roinnt laethanta

taim flor
buioch do Udar na litreach
seo. Measaim go bhfuil
4bhar smaoineamh agus
gniomhu istigh ann Is
&igeanddinn rud éigin a
Dhéanamh _ faoi. Bhuel
cad a shlleann sibhse
na léitheoirf.

A Chara,

Is le sult a leigheas
an t-alt | nGaeilge ata ar
an ‘‘Republican News'’

an seachtmhain seo. N&
biodh spadar ar_ bith ar
an ‘‘Fear’’ no Is ro-annamh
Gaellge ar do Phaipear -
Ta sdil- agam go leanfar
de.

Maidir lena _ thuairimf]|
ar Ghaeltachtal Is cuid
an-tabhactach d'en troid
ar son na soirse

Ba choir go.mbeadh seim-
endir nd olcheannal tea-
gaisc ar siil le h-aghaidh
leannufhacha oga ar qmian
leo pésadh agus teachlach

Gaelach a bheith " acu,
a reachtail ar fud na
cathrach. 5
D’fiachais fein go
pearsanta le Gaeltacht

a bhund dtuaisceart Bheal
Feirste ach theup orm ach

nfl mé ré-bhuartha nd s |[

féidir féachail leis arfs,

Ar aon nds ta me den
bharuil go bhfaigheadh
duine né daoine ar, bith
cuiddf o Phobal Séoighe
nd & na teachlach Gaeilge
atdi mBaile Cliath

T4 sdil agam go mbeidh
tuilleadh ple ar seo Beir
bua

Micheal......

30
April 1977.

. Ireland and was organi:od by the Massachi

IN MARKETS

The Central Relatives
Action Committee wel-
comes the support given
to the march and rally
held In the Markets Area
on Sunday June 19th.
By thelr support the people
have shown that they care
about the Political Pris-
oners, who are been sub-
Jected to such brutal treat-
ment.

At a rally after the
march speakers stressed
that the struggle to defend
the special status of Rep-
ublican  and Socialist
P.O.W.'s was to establish
that a struggle for Nat-
lonal Liberation was being
waged In Ireland. The
attempt by the British Gov-
ernment to criminalise the
P.O.W.’s was a carefully
constructed campaign to
deceive International op-
inion about the true nature
of the struggle. We reject
completely the  British
Government’s lles about
our prisoners being crim-
inals.

One speaker warned
that it was of utmost
Importance that we

intensify the struggle on
behalf of the political pris-
oners, many of the pris-
oners have been held

in barbaric conditions for
months. The Westminster
using

Government was

| A section of the RAC protest
meeting held in the Markets
area of Belfast last Sunday.

- /l——— .
A demonstration sponsored by the ‘‘Friends of Ireland Committee™ is
outside the Boston City Hall Plaza. The demonstration was for Human Rights in

the most savage methods,
to break the morale of thej
P.O.W.’s ] H-Blcok
Long Kesh, C Wing
Armagh Jail, and B Wing|
Crumlin Road Jall. The
prisoners morale had not|
been broken, but if the
struggle for Political
Status was to be won
then the people must
leave the British Gover-
nment in no doubt that
there would be no let
up in the struggle in the
streets.

Another speaker said
that the very fact that
the political prisoners

were tried before special
Courts put them In a
special category. It was
nonsense for the British
Government to pretend
that there was no diff-
erence between the Pol-
itical Prisoners and the
Criminal - Prisoner, when
the Diplock Courts try
political cases. The Dip-
lock Courts have their
rules of law unllke any
other courts, and being
non jury courts the
R.U.C. do not have to
worry about convincing a
Jury.

P.R.O.
CENTRAL RELATIVES
ACTION COMMITTEE.

usetts branch.
= R
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In a statement on May
6th the Belfast Com-
hairle’ Ceanntalr of Sinn
Fein expressed its ‘fore-
boding’ at the secret
meetings being held by
Official Unionists and Roy
Mason with regard to the
U.A.C. strike. This ‘fore-
boding’ has now become a
reality, with a dramatic
upsurge in repression in
Nationalist areas. Increas-

Mason keeps promise

In the last few weeks,
In  particular since the
conclusion of the U.A.C.
strike, Sinn Fein has be-
come aware of the number
of vely young people
(17,20 age group) who
are suddenly being charged
after prolonged periods of
detention In the various
R.U.C. Holding Centres
throughout the  North.
Signed ‘confessions’

ed harassment,
raiding and arrests have
become the order of the day
in all areas. Coupled with
this has been vicious in-

brutality,

creases in prison sent-
ences, further manpower
for the sectarian forces
of the R.U.C. and U.D.R.
and the redeployment of
the British Army in
S.A.S. type role in all
areas of the 6 counties.

obtained atter torture are
being used widely to put
many young people beh-
ind bars. In the past
week, however, we have
heard in  the Northern

Ireland Courts of charges
being scrubbed  against
two young people from the
Antrim Road area who had
been brutally tortured into
making statements = at

§ sides,
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Castlereagh RUC Statlon.
These were two luckler
ones, for in the main
such ' statements signed
under duress are In-
variably accepted as vol-
untary and convictions se-
cured purely on the basis
of the signed confession.
Many judicial hacks are
more prone to accepting
the word of the R.U.C.

and thereby will accept
such statements made
under duress as fact and
incriminating the
defendant.

A public outcry is now
swelling with regard to
RUC torture and brutality,
and Sinn Fein now lends
its voice and support to
this outcry. We have been
telling the public our-

| selves of many many cases

of torture at RUC interr-
ogation centres, but in the
main these have fallen
on deaf ears. However,
today’s statement from 5
churches in the Dungannon
area is a welcome change.
Over the past few years
we have documented and
published many cases of
young and old alike being

d charged in special courts

set up at hospital bed-
some of them in
institutions. We
intend to keep up this
publicity as it is ‘our
belief that only in pub-

{ licity is their any kind of
b safety for the victim of the

torture tactics of this
illegal and sectarian pol-
ice force.

Patricia Davidson,
P.R.O.

.of British

SYMPATHY
NOTICE

With sincere and deepest
sympathy to our dear
comrade, Mr. T. Flanagan,
on the recent death of his
beloved son, Frankie.
From:

All the members of London
Sinn Fein.

NOTE

And so Roy Mason
has predictably followed
the political course of succ-
essive  British  govern-
ments, Lord Lieutenants
and Secretaries of State,
by introducing  further
repressive legislation in
a forlorn attempt to supp-
ress the armed struggle
of the Irish Republican
Army against the forces
Imperialism.
In 800 years of British mis-
rule and occupation Irish
history has been dominated
by the passing of rep-
ressive laws designed spec-
ifically to crush the Irish
desire for human rights
and freedom. The last 8
years have followed closely
on that historical pattern
with each year witnessing
the passing of some new
oppressive piece of legis-
lation.

These new series of
repressive measures are
supposedly aimed at all
those who use violence
to achieve their object-
ives. However, it is per-
fectly obvious that those
laws are aimed solely
at the Irish Republican
Army and are designed
to placate loyalist dem-
ands for more troops and
tougher measures such as
Internment. Perhaps the
best example of this typ-
ical piece of sectarian bias
on the part of the British
Is the legislation dealing
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with membership of or-
ganisations outlawed
by the British government.
For while members of the
Republican Movement
will now find themselves
on the receiving end of 10
year prison sentences.

members of the Ulster
Defence Association
(an organ'sation res-
ponsible for ;ome of the

worst excesses in the last
few years and which alone
has 17 men serving life

sentences here in Long
Kesh) is still free to op-
erate openly, as we all
saw during the recent
loyalist strike.

Unfortunately it would
still appear to be the
case that the British have
not learned the lesson
even after all these years
of bloodshed. Further re-
pression on their part
will only lead to greater,
resistance. If peace, jus-
tice and economic stability
are ever to be seen in
Ireland the root cause
of the violence i.e. British
occupation, must be
brought to an end.

Life sentences for having
explosives etc will in no
way deter Republicans
from achleving our goal-

.a United Socialist Rep-

ublic. The sooner the
British realise that indis-
putable fact of life the
sooner we can get down
to solving the serious social
and economic injustices
which exist in our country.

Last week Mr. Tom Daly
of the SDLP was elected
unanimously- as Chairman
of the new Fermanagh
council. This is the first
time that anyone from the
minority has held this
position or any other pes-
ition comparable to It.
And what does Mr. Daly
and his -fellow SDLP men
say about it ‘‘Now the
poachers are in charge
of the gamekeepers"’.

Is this what the SDLP
mean by power sharing?
denying the ownership of
Ireland! Are we ‘‘poachers’’
in our own land? Must
we now recognise what
they took by force as
rightfully theirs?




