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Ogra Shinn l6in is lreland's
fastesl growing and most rad'
ical youth movement. With
members throughout the 32

Counties, we are organised

on a whole range of social

issues, from removing the
presence of British imperial-
ism in lreland, to tackling
poverty, social exclusion and

corruption.
we are a movement that

stands out against the
inequalities that exist in our
society. We stand against dis-

crimination, whether it be

sectarian discrimination or
racist discrimination against

travelling people or re{ugees.

We stand for the foundation
of a sociely where, to quote

the 1916 Proclamation, "all
the children of the nation are

cherished equally.

loin us in the struggle for
freedom,
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E-mail ...............

Telephone:........

Paymenl method

Articles are welcome: They should be around either 500 or 1,000
words in length and written in a way that is amenable to young peo-
ple. Suggestions for, or actual illustrations would also be of help.
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Get your next edition ol
SPARK delivered by filling in
the form below and sending
a cheque/postal order to
Republican Publications,
44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1 , lreland.
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A LETTER FROM PRISON
LAST OCTOBER, two membeis of the National democracy and antipathy towards those who are will-

Executive ot Haika, the youth section of the Basque ing to defend it.

national liberation movement, visited lreland.

They spoke all over the country, alongside 6gra Statement by Arturo Villanueva Artega (Basque

Shinn F6in activists, and met with lrish language Political Prisoner)

activists, other political activists and many others. L L A large demonisation campaign against our

Their youth movement in the Basque country enioys f Vo*n organisation has been orchestrated over

massive support. Last year, at its youth gathering in !! the last year by the spanish media with our

Kanbo, 22,ooo peopre rurned o1,i3, u wee1,'J "1 XlllillHll;Til::::XrtJfl:"::::11;:ffil:]il:
resistance, which included protests, concerts and 

intimidate them into submission. But they have tailed,
political meetings. This year, the Spanish State react- because Haika continues alive and well and the answer in
ed by arresting sixteen members of the national exec- the streets:o our arrest has been overwhelming.
utive of Haika, while impounding all the organisalion's We knew that any day we could be arrested. We know
buildings and property. our enemy. We know that the Spanish and French states

Arturo Viallanueva Artega was the lnternational are ready to do anything to stop the national and social

Olficer for Haika and visited lreland on many occa- liberation of the Basque people,

sions. He has sent the stalement below from his prison Haika poses a threat to our opressors' 20,000 young

cell to 6gra shinn F6in activists. since it was written, people attended Haika's youth gathering in Kanbo and

Haika as an orsanisation has been. banned by rhe ill'ill,"l,1;SlliJiliI':[:ffiL:fili1l?rT:,*$:
spanish government' ln response to the spanish, 

don,t realise isthatthey cannot put a halttothe march of
Franko-style repression, il had organised a testival on young Basque revolutionaries.
a month's notice, attracting almost 20,000 people. We are happy to know that 6gra Shinn F6in and young

Haika's arrested youth activists loin Basque lan- republicans are contanuing their stuggle, The work is hard
guage activists, iournalists and politicians in prison. but lhe fight is worthwhile. We extend solidarity and best

The reason argued for their detention is their support
for an independent Basque country. Those who detain

them, by their actions, have conveyed their distaste for

wishes lrom our prison.

Gora Euskal Herria Sozialista!!
Tioctaidh ar 16!!

Name

Conor Claxton
Martin Corden
Donal Fennelly
Ken Fitzgerald
Pearse McCauley
Martin Mullan
N/ichael O'Neill
John Ouinn
Jeremiah Sheehy
Anthony Smyth
Kevin Walsh

Birthday
09/04
02104
01/16

Dublin
Strabane

#53182-066
Limerick
Limerick
Limerick

#55003-004
Limerick

Prison # / Hometown Sentence
#55002-004

Spark asks you to support
political prisoners, both in
the Basque country, lreland
and elsewhere. You can
write to Arturo Artega at
the address below:

Arturo Villanueva Artega,
C.P. Madrid V,

Carretera Comarcal, 611,

28791,
Soto Del Heal,
Madrid,
Spain.

't 't /09
12115
12t10
11/08
06/15
o3l't2
o4l't6

14

12

14

12

I I I
lrish Political Prisoners of War Addresses

H.M. Prison Magilligan
Magilligan Point,
Counly Derry
lreland

H.M. Prison Miami
P.O. Box 779800
Miami, FL 33177

H.M. Prison Fort Dix
P.O. Box 2000 East, Unit Z02B
Fort Dix, NJ 08640

Gontact us at Dublin l01l8733611 or by e-mail:
mickpierce_ap@hotmai l.com

Spark, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1, lreland.

Prison
FCI Allenwood

Magilligan
Castlerea
Castlerea
Castlerea

FCI Fort Dix
Castlerea
Castlerea
Castlerea
FCI Miami
Castlerea

I

Castlerea Prison
County Rosscommon
lreland

F.C.l. Allenwood
P.O. Box 1000
White Deer, PA 17887
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Suicide and the culture of
ConfpetitiOn BvNiamhRussen

'SHE NEVER SAID ANYTHING TO ANYONE', 'he seemed so happy', 'he was very quier, but you never
would have thought'...Phrases you are likely to hear in the aftermath of a suicide, betraying the shock, secrecy and lack of
understanding that accompanies this all too common phenomenon in Irish society.
This is the dark side to our Celtic Tiger - a beast that seems to prey so much on the young. Young people though, are not

the only victims. Suicide creates a fractule in society, in communities and
amongst family members and tiiends. It suggests, insists, that we have,
collectively, failed the victim. making death a more palatable option than life
But the question has to be asked: Wh1,. in the middle of an economic boom,
with immigration supplanting emi-sration and ntore opportunities than ever,
are our young people commiting suicide in lar-qer numbers than ever? They
have the chance to eam more money and _set better jobs. but yet they f'eel
failed by society.
Some of this, however, cannot be blamed on societal tbrces. Depression is
not just something that is brought on by exterior social f)ctors. Sometimes it
is 'clinical' - and can be hereditory. This is a r en serious illness and can
strike at any age. However, this folm of depression can also be h'eated with
dmgs that can help balance hormones in the bodl.
There is another form of depression, althou_sh. somerimes untreatable by
prescription. This is more a mental, not homtonal. illness and can have many
causes - from a tragic experience in life to a feeling of loneliness. It is also a

little harder to treat, and notice.
So what are the main causes of depression? Well. the list is long. but

AS U nfathgmablg aS loneliness, peer pressure! pressure of exams and collese. drugs. fear of

it may seem, during [','llil;jll,il',"',:ilJl,"S"ilH,fi:::::::i:Jji]ll.=ill,i'*" *",0.
timeS Of gCOnOmiC rxte.increases and in times of economic depression or uaL rhe rate dlops.

During economic recession the rate goes down because people are not

bOOm thg SUiCidg expected to meet the successes, or excesses. thar are the rtcus of wealthy

rate increases and in ;::,:l::".;T,X?ii,L?J,h:::'*L?::*:,11Hf i;::lKenrooks
timeS Of eCOnOm iC AIso is the 

lr.essur.e.to 
achieve academic success. \bun_q people are

- blainwashed into thinking that the Leaving Cert or -\ Lelels are the most

depfeSSiOn Of Waf important thing they will ever do in their lives and that rheir enrile furure

the rate drops liXXiT'"',t'.:J$rliiillil; rates orsuicide hare sree,riir increased and in
every year the majority of victims were men. Also. or er rh. \ ears the age

group has changed. Now it is 15 to 24-year-olds, that seem to resort to suicide. In the eighties tho<e ai r'l:k from suicide
were mainly in their 20s or 30s.

Turning back this tide will require not only institutional change, or PR-friendly awareness schemes. bur a cultural change,
in how we evaluate young people and how we evaluate success.

For those who are sutTering tiom depression, there are many ways to get help - from a counsellor or local doctor and even
the 24-hour help line set up by the Samaritans, which is open all year round. Many times it helps just to talk about
personal problems aloud, to someone that is willing to listen.

THE SAMARITANS CALLSAVE HELPLINE NUMBER IS: 1850 60 90 90

Leathnach 2

!--

II

I



smrt, summGr '01

THE RECENT DEBATE ON
Genetically Modified (GM) foods has not been a

rational debate, about the benefits and risks of
the technology. Headlines, such as 'Frankenstein
Foods', have had more to do with increasing
newspaper sales than encouraging an informed
and considered debate.

Leathnach 3

ing countdes are keen to
exploit GM crops. This is

because they ol1'er to increase
yields, reduce pesticide and
herbicide use (thereby they are

potentially cheaper, and intro-
duce less toxins into the envi-
ronment), increase the nutfient
value of basic foods such as

rice, and provide farmers on
less fertile land with crops bet-

ter able to tolerate harsher con-
ditions.

However, although compa-
nies such as Monsanto claim to
be 'feeding the world', in reali-
ty they take little interest in
poor farmers' food crops and
instead channel their expertise
into developing highly efficient
cash crops (e.g. cotton).
Therefore. it is left to national
govemments, various intema-
tional research centres, and a
vadety of western donors

which are and will continue to
be the primary supporters of
research that helps benefit poor
farmers.

teins that these genes express

and any possible negative
interactions that may occur
with the normal proteins pres-

ent in the GM plant.
In short. GM foods must

pass st ngent health and safety
tests before ever reaching the
consumer. However. it is
acknowledged by scientists
that the failure to prove, scien-
tifically, that a new food is
dangerous is not the same as to
have proved it is safe. The best

that science can do is to nar-

row down the limits of uncet-
tainties, rlot totally eradicate
them. Hence the need for con-
tinued research to monitor the
long-term health effects, and to
car:ry out field hials to study
the impact of GM crops on the

local environment.

Effects on the
Third World

The acrimonious arguments
between supporters and oppo-
nents of GM crops that have

been raging in Europe and the

USA, have also served to
obscure the deeper ramifica-
tions of genetics for the poor
countries of the world. where
agriculture is the predominant
economic activity.

Something that has been
ignored during the 'safety'
debate, is that many develop-

IrI fact, some of the curent
opposition to GM foods seems

to be mainly motivated by a[ti-
corporate or anti-American
entiment. Beneath the exag-

gerations and misinformatiol
on the subject, there are gen-

uine concems about the lack of
;onsumer benefits, about the
erhics of genetic manipulation,
rnd about the potential impact
on the environment and on

:uman health.

Getting our facts right

Importantly, there is as yet

uo scientific evidence that GM
l-oods are inherently more dan-

-gerous 
ttran conventional

i-oods- although there are a

number of uncertainties about
the full effects of such foods,

due to the fact that they are rel-
arirell new to the market.

I.u relation to food safety, it
is i.Elofia.nt to note that con-
vsEtional plant breeding tech-
oiqur' tas opposed to genetic

modiica.riln I have oD more
than ore cr:asiol come close

to producing plant varieties
that could pose serious health
risks. For example, higher
toxin levels were inadverlently
introduced into celery and the
potato in the past. Such vari-
eties never reached the market,
as they were detected by the
quality contlol procedures that
were in place at the time.
HoweYer, the moral of the
story is that there are hidden
risks in any fotrn of plant
breeding, not just with genetic

modification. Since GM foods

must undergo generally stricter
approval procedures, the likeli-
hood of any potentially toxic
GM food reaching the market
is minimal.

Assessment of GM foods is
conducted through the concept
of 'substantive equivalence'.
Under this guideline GM foods
are compared with analogous
conventional foods in tems of
their toxicity, nutritional quali-
ties and other charactedstics.
They also examine, in minute
detail. the properties of the
introduced gene(s), the pro-

A GM vision

The incredible potential of
genetic engineering is already

being glimpsed. For example,
in Mexico scientists have
added genes to rice and maize
that confer tolerance to high
aluminium concentuations. This
helps the crops survive in tlop-

1
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lnternational debate on

the subject of Glt/ foods

has tended to focus of

the possible dangers
posed by one of our

newest and most
controversial
technologies. But, if

allowed, G[t/ foods can

save lives and allieviate
suffering in the poorest

parts of the world, writes
genetics graduate,

CONOR POWELL
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ical soils, as these soils usually
have a high aluminium con-
tent.

As well as generating new
traits that enable the plant to
grow better, which is of benefit
to poor farmers, genetic tech-
nology can also generate plants
with improved nutritional fea-
tures, to benefit poor con-
sumers. The best example is
the introduction of a Vitamin A
gene into rice. This enables
people to obtain their Vitamin
A requirements from rice
alone. This GM rice is called
'Golden Rice', due to its gold-
en-yellow colour, and it offers
enormous benefit to the 100

million children under five
who suffer from vitamin A
deficiency in developing coun-
tries. The deficiency often
results in blindness and can

even result in death. Scientists
have also added genes to rice
to increase the iron content by
threefold in each grain of rice.
This technology has the poten-
tial to benefit the 400 million
women in developing countdes
who suffer anaemia due to iron
deficiency. Aaaemia can result
in them having stillbom chil-
dren and leaves them more
likely to die during childbith.

Big business
gets in the way

However, the potential ben-
efits of this genetic technology
are unlikely to be realised
unless plant seeds are provided
free of charge or at a nominal
cost. Essentially, this will
require heavy public invest-
ment by national govemments

and donors. Other problems
include the use of 'terminator
gene technologies' by multina-
tional seed companies. This
technology ensures that farm-
ers cannot save seed from one
crop and sow it to produce the
next crop (i.e, the GM crop is
modified so that it is not capa-

ble of reproducing seeds). At
the moment, approximately 1.4

billion farmers still rely on
saving seed for their planting

materials. Multinational seed

companies are also restricting
access to this plant genetic

technology due their patent

monopoly on the various tech-
niques and gene sequences

required to engineer GM crops
Therefore. there is a severe

constraint on the public sector

sDa (. summer '01

near future. as the fears about
the safetl of GM foods are

allayed. the next batde will be

to ensure that those who Pose
to benetlt the most from this
technologl' are able to access it
freell and easily without
becoming dependent on big
business or $,estem donations.

in using biotechnology to meet

the needs of poor farmers and

poor consumers in the devel-
oping world.

The power of genetic tech-
nology to help the poorest in
the developing world and their
countries' economies should
not be underestimated. In the

Ihe acrimonious
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Why is the environment important to republican/socialist politics? SEE PAGE 24
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FnoLrTn Rus
o

O The 1981 Hunger Strike mobilised massive support lor the H-Block struggle, both at home and abroad.

WHEN BOBBY SANDS
lnd his comrades went on Hunger Strike. I
rad just gone 14. I was living in the Soviet
Lnion, goilg to school and preparing to
:ecome a Komsomol member - just like

"11 
the other kids. Ireland was in the news

"-l the time when I was growing up, and
:-r r ery first memory of it was Bloody
S -inday - even though I was just five then.

- .lso had quite a few Irish childrens'
,-,r!.ks ranslated into Russian, with a fore-
.,. rrd on Irish tragic and heroic history - so

-: .,. rsn't totally unfamiliar teritory.
Ho\\ e!er. it was the Hunger Strike that

r:-,ie lhe deepest impression on me of all
: .:hinss I heard or saw from Ireland. It
r :: :rmething that seemed to be happen-

:-.=: :n another planet - I simply could not
:.:-.:-,; that somebody could be as cruel as

::: Brti h politicians were, to allow these

brave men to die - just like that. After all,
it u,as the year l98l - not the Middle
Ages.

In fact, I refused to believe that Bobby

possibly do in a state where everything
was decided for us from above?

Yet, I tried. I started to collect signa-
tures from amongst fellow pupils at school
in support of the Hunger Strikers, in order

to send them to Thatcher. At first. some of
my teachers panicked, because it wasn't
the initiative of our Komsomol Committee
or local Party Committee - it was just

ln Russian papers, he was never
called Bobby: to us, he was
always 'Robert'Sands. I suppose,
it was because'an adult man and
a hero can't be called by his short
name, like a child'

something I decided to do myself. They
found it very unusual and couldn't really
understand - "isn't the official support for
it enough?"

That was my first realisation of the fact

ln 1981 , the agonising deaths of ten IRA Volunteers would resound around the world. One young
Russian girl, IRINA MALENKO, was among those profoundly touched by their sacrifice.
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and his comrades would
die. until the shocking reve-
lations of thet deaths

resounded around the
world. I also couldn't sim-
ply sit and watch it on TV
and read the bulletins about
their health in the pape$
every day. I wanted to do
something to help. But
what could I, a Russian,
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that my own county wasn't exactly what
it was supposed to be either. I could get
into quite some trouble by doing this "par-
tisan work", but fortunately, there was a

teacher - also a party member - who
understood my young idealism for what it
was. We collected about 1000 signatures -

I also asked my pen-friends from all
around the country to sign up. There were
Estonians and Chechens, Tadjks and
Siberian aboriginals. I \enr rhe petilion (o

Margaret Thatcher' s office personally
but I will most probably never find out if
it ever was delivered. In the USSR. at that
time. there r,r as vinuall; no mail going
abroad and reaching its de.rination -

unless you knew your addressee personal-
ly. And in this case, I'm glad I didn't.

ln Russian pape6, he was never called
Bobbyr to us, he was always 'Robert'
Sands. I suppose, it was because 'an adult
man and a hero can't be called by his short
name, like a child'. The first time I discov-
ered'Bobby'was when I came to Belfast,
years l er. u ith a bunch of Austlalian
tourists and saw his mural on Sinn F6in's
office wall. "This is Bobby Sands", - the
guide told us. To me. it r*,a. like meeting a

good old friend. I was smiling there and
nearly talkilg to him. "How can you not
know who he is?". I asked the Australians
(it was probably because most of them
were much younger than myself!).

One thing we were never told about the
Republican struggle, not a single word,
was of "The Difty Protest". Again, I sup-
pose. that war the culture o[ our societ) a(

that time one wouldn't talk about things
like that, it was considered to be so dis-
gusting that it might have giver the people
who were forced to this action by the
British, a bad image. Russians of the early
80s, Iiving quite comfortable and very
quiet life, couldn't possibly understand the
kind o[ conditions the Irish Republicans
were kept in. in prisonr at that time.

But for us in USSR - unlike in the
Western countries and their media - there
was no questioning that Bobby was fight-
ing for the right cause. There was no
excuse for Britain to occupy this part of
Ireland, and the IRA soldiers were modem
revolutionades and freedom fighters. At
the time, I was preparing myself to go to
Africa where, as an adult, I would fight for
justice for the people there. Our own prob-
lems seemed to be minor at that time - and

so they were, at least dudng my child-
hood. When the Hunger Stdke began, I
fully realised, for the first time in my life,
that one doesn't have to go that far. That
even in Europe there are people who are

being subjected to barbarity on a daily

O lrina at 14 years ol age
basis, and that the struggle here goes on.

I remember the day when Bobby died.
back in my native city of Tula. It was a

beautiful sunny day, where everything
around was so full of life - fields bright

with yellow flowers and gardens full with
blossoming fruit trees. Nightingales
singing at night. Ard because of that it

I deeply believe until this day that
Margaret Thatcher should be put
on trial for this murder and her
other crimes against the Irish
people - and the same goes for
her old buddy Pinochet in Chile

sDarl. summG] '01

* as hurting double - how could such a
ri ondertul person die on such a day? I
remember myself sitting at the iron roof of
our irrle hou.e uhile rhe sun was going
doln mr place where I wanted to be

alone - and crying there bit-
terly. I felt as if I lost a rela-
ti\ e.

I \\,as very naive, as per-
haps everybody at that age

is. and rvas amazed and

shocked that nobody, of
those g,ho had it in their
po\\ er. did anything to pre-
r ent these tragic deaths. One
musr be truly inhuman, and I
deeply believe until this day
that \'largaret Thatcher
should be put on trial fbr
this murder and her other
crimes against the Irish peo-
ple - and the same goes for
her old buddy Pinochet in
chili.

To me. to be here in
Ireland and to talk to those
g'ho \\ ere taking part irl the
struggle at that time, to
those *ho knew the Hunger
Sirikers. to their ftiends and
relatives. brings back that
painful. but precious time of

my life - the time when I made a choice
for myself: that I want to be part of this
struggle.

I :,'s\*
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NEGATIVE MEDIA AITENTION TO COMMUNITIES
WHERE INADEQUATE OR NON-EXISTENT

POLICING AND MARGINALISATION ARE RIFE.
PADDY MOLLOY SUGGESTS AWAY

FORWARD FOR THESE COMMUNITIES,
NORTHAND SOUTH OF THE BORDER.

TO LISTEN TO SOME COMMENTATORS,
and many victims of crime, you could almost believe
that people who are involved in crime and anti-social
activity in a community (we deline a community as an
area where all those living or providing a service feel
they have a distinct local identity) have arrived from
Mars. Terms such as 'scum', 'low-life' and 'animal' are
regularly used to describe these individuals.

This is understandable, as it is hard for people to get

BY paooy
MOLLOY

COMMUNITY
RESTORATNE

JUSTICE
IREI"4ND

their heads around the jact
that these rndividuals have
grown up in the same
environment, yet they have
become involved in this type
3f destructive behaviour. l\4ost
.' ctims' initial feeling, again
- nderstandably, is lor some
'3rm of justice or revenge.
-'ey want the problem
':rnoved from 'their'
::.nmunity and have
: -e rders punished for their
::: ons.

-3 achieve this, victims
.-: clher affected members
-':-e community turn to
:-: sE they have mandated to
::: ,'. th the problem on

I EMPOWERMENT: For communities that have been denied a policing service, and
where the RUC is seen as an oppressive force, it is up to the people to empower
themselves to deal wilh anti-social behaviour.

spa (, smmer '01

PUNISHMENT BEATINGS
HAVEATTRACTED A GREAI DEAL OF

their behalf. ln the North many people turn to the
'informal' justice system in their area, while others, both
North and South, turn to the 'formal' system.

Community Bestorative Justice lreland (CRJI)
believes that this is enormously disempowering for a
community, the victim and above all it doesn't work.
Even after offenders have went through either system,
more than likely they will re-offend.

'The health ol a community improves when its

denied
Ri

whothoseCan
UfiANHnow

.
L
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members participate in conflict resolution. When they
leave the task to others, the quality of community life
declines. Gone as well is the community's natural
capacity to prevent crime, redress the underlying
causes of crime, and rebuild the broken lives and
relationships caused by crime."

The above quote, from Judge Barry Stuart from the
Yukon Territories in Canada, is a good exposition of the
CRJI philosophy.

We acknowledge that the bulk of socially harmful and
criminal activities, which take place, and are directed
against people in the community, are carried out by
members of that community.

It is obvious that such activities undermine good
community relations, f rustrate the people of the
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THE HEALTH OF A COMMUNITY
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IMPROVES WHEN ITS MEMBERS

PARTICIPAIE IN CONFLICT forRESOLUTION. WHEN THEY LEAVE ,, ;..i-r":;,;',':
.i:ia."I=:'"1.'".*.'' - "t

I
THE TASK TO OTHERS. THE

QUALITY OF COMMUNITY LIFE

DECLINES. GONE AS WELL IS THE

COMMLTNITY'S NATURAL

CAPACITY TO PREVENT CRIME, I The case is assigned to two workers who work out a
basic plan of action, e.g. who else needs to be
contacted, by who, etc. or should the case be
referred to another agency. e.9., in a case of
domestic violence.

REDRESS THEUNDERLYING

CAUSES OF CRIME. AND REBUILD

THE BROKEN LIVES AND I The caseworkers llase with all concerned. This is to
establish the facts. as far as possible, through a
process of dlalogue.RELATIONSHIPS CAUSED BY CRIME

community and its economic development and
invariably lead to a downward trend in the quality of life
for people in the locality.

Dealing with socially harmful behaviour is therefore of
prime importance to a community and demands a
strategic community response.

CRJI helps provide such a response, in as much as
we are community led and driven, rely primarily on local
resources and adopt a holistic approach to the problem.

We believe that when a crime is committed, there is
a breach ol a three cornered relationship, between the
offender, the victim and community. Our aim is not to
punish people but to heal that breach and ensure that
no further harm occurs.

To achieve this outcome we have a clearly defined
process:

I A referral. This is usually from a victim or their family,
neighbours or families in dispute or sometimes,

I Articulation of the restorative justice process, people's
responsibilities withln this process and the potential
outcomes are central at this stage. Equally so is the
identification of the needs of all those involved and
the type of support that may be necessary.

I Caseworkers then take stock of the situation to dale
and prepare lor mediation. With the agreement ol all
of the participants, information is then shared with a
view lo sitting down, either formally or informally, to
resolve the given issue(s).

At this stage the process may proceed in one of the
following forms:

INDIRECT MEDIATION. This is when the parties are
not prepared to sit down together face to face. Separate
rooms are used, sometimes separate buildings! The
problem with this approach is that it can impact

people who feel they are under threat lrom members
of the community because of their own behaviour.

I A caseworker records the details and explains the
CBJI process.

q

Itr

ffi

!r!
.&

(
I

,



sparl, summcr '01 Leathnach 9

\ .'

i}riG
tl{

J;rb

'. i.

; i"in .'--'

tt"'",'-t

,-sed
iilFvon has

,va.ingFtovi.l in' ialdlsPla:y:
Samuel

w69 Outraged

i.",.''
I ir.i

i i.,'
POUCE

6t,s

ri
tl

,
t mar &-;.

FORMAL MEDIATION. This is when all parties are
prepared to sit down together within the lramework of
an agreed format. This is a dynamic process. All parties
can take ownership of the issues(s) and, on the basis of
their shared experience and understanding, engage
positively to tell their stories and work towards the
resolution and closure of the issues and conflict
between them.

VICTIM - OFFENDER CONFERENCING. During a
victim offender conference there is an understanding
that both parties are not on a level playing field. Rather,
it is accepted that one party has been wronged and that
the other is there to accept responsibility and try to
repair the hurt caused.

For offenders this type of conference is not an 'easy'
option, as they are faced with the people they have
harmed and must take responsibility for their actions.

For the above process to succeed it is essential that
the CRJI group in an area is truly representative and
acting with the full consent of the people of that
community. There are quite a number of ways of
achieving this level of confidence, but one of the main
means CRJI uses is the promotion of a Community
Charter. The charter sets out basic rights and
obligations for all members of the community and seeks
the endorsement of the whole community lor its basic
principles. When this is achieved, it provides a degree
of legitimacy for the project in the area.

As was stated earlier, CRJI takes a holistic approach
to the problems caused by crime and anti-social
behaviour. During the process our members quite
frequently engage the services ol other community-
based organisations, voluntary bodies and statutory
agencies. We believe that the resources controlled by
these groups should be more targeted within the
community. They must work in partnership with the
community rather than following their own separate
agendas.

We believe that CRJI'S mission statement, "Through
a process of empowerment to build a just restorative
communily that is tolerant, responsive and inclusive",
points to one ol the ways foMard for communities.
lntolerance, unresponsiveness and exclusion
perpetuates the problem.

While this continues, young people in particular will
find their own identity, not as valued members of their
community, but as a distinct group on the margins,
many ol whom are proud to be known as The Hoods!
Can any community allow this situation to continue?
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negatively on the dynamic ol the process, while also
being very time consuming for the caseworkers.

During this process the victim will tell the offender of the
physical/mental hurt they have caused and the
consequences lhis has had for themselves and their
iamily. They will also have many questions answered by
the offender. Some common examples are; why were
ihey, their family, their home, lheir property singled out?
Why did they do it? Will the offender do it again?

At the end of the conference, a contract is usually
lrawn up and the offender is asked to give guarantees
as to their future intentions to make right the hurt they
-ave caused. For example, they may agree to pay back
-o'rey they have stolen or the cost of repairs. They will
a ao apologise, etc. Perhaps, if one of the underlying
:a-ses of their behaviour has been drug/alcohol related,
:-s, nright agree to go on a drug/alcohol
-a- ab awareness course.
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JUNE AND JULY 2001 will be remembered as two of the most

i^T:11?1,:,-*ths in recent years. Momentous, because in the space
gr.o.nty :lglt weeks, three very important milestones were reached in
rrrsn potrtlcs. Ihese milestones took many years and a great deal of
:tr,uggle lo realise.. They-are turning poinijin the strug;le ior
Independence and socialism in our countrr.

BY EOIN o,BRoIN

NORTHERN
ELECTIONS
THE FIRST AND most
obvious turning point took

' the form of Sinn F6in's elec-
toral results in the northern
council and Westminster
contests. The result, a fur-
ther increase in the party,s
vote and the overtaking of
the SDLP, was indeed sig-
nificant. More important,
however, is that it contirms
a trend which has emerged
over the last number of
years and looks set to con-
tinue. By all accounts, Sinn
F6in will continue to grow,
and political pundits have
already begun to identify
which seats the party can
hope to pick up next time
rou nd.

The importance of these
election results is both sym-
bolic and political. Defeating
the SDLP for the first time in
30 years, albeit by a small
margin, will further expose
the contradictions within that
party, and demoralise a
stagnant and flagging

Equally, it marked a water-
shed, f rom which point
onwards the re-criminalisa-
tlon of lrish republicanism
becomes impossible.

NO TO NICE
June 7th was also the date
of another significant poll -
the Nice Treaty referendum.
The southern lrish elec-
torate was presented with a
clear choice. Ratitying Nice
meant less democracy, less
neutrality and less sovergjn-
ity, and offered the solldifi-
cation of a two-tier mili-
tarised European super
state. The winners would be
big business and the major
power centres. The losers
would be smaller member
states and European citi-
zens in general.

The Dublin government,
suppoded by a pliant media
and a sycophantic trade
union leadership. believed
their own campaign hype
and thought victory was
inevitable. Even when opin-
ion polls indicated a closing
of the Yes campaigns' lead,
and a general confusion
amongst the electorate as to

the issues involved, they
contjnued celebrating their
victory before a single vote
was casl.

And even after the south-
ern electorate had decisively
rejected the treaty, the estab-
lishment, unable to compre-
hend its own loss, offered
every excuse imaglnable,
before beginning a second
referendum campaign - mere
hours after the first had
reached its conclusion.

The signilicance of all of
this must be examined. A
devastating blow was dealt,
by a defiant electorate, to
the entire lrish political
establishment. The No vote
confirms a long-held con-
tention by republicans that a
political vacuum has opened
up in the south, and that the
electorate is open to per-
suasion as to what alterna-
tives are on otfer.

The political ground is
ripe for a new kind of poli-
tics to enter fray. The forces
that led the No campaign
were able to build a tempo-
rary alliance, which was
able to defeat the entire
political establishment. lf it
can happen once, it can

THE DEATH OF ORANGISM. MUCH AKIN TO THE NORTHERN
ELECTIONS AND THE SOUTTIERN REFERENDUM, IT WAS
NEITHER SLIDDEN NOR CONCLUS IVE, BUT RATHER THE
CLIMAX OF A LONG SLOW PROCESS

I
ry,@"

organisation. The impact on
Dublin and London, though
less dramatic, is none the
less significant.

The consequent morale
boost to republicans assists
the process of accelerating
our own electoral gains.
Hard work and energy in
recent years at a grass-
roots level has come to
fruition. ln turn, each
increase generates more
energy and determination,
injecting further dynamism
into the party.

On a more important
level, the electoral success
for Sinn F6in means that the
party has more political
strength, both inside and
outside the political institu-
tions. lts mandate is
stronger and its ability to
deliver meaningful change
in the quality of peoples,
lives is greater_ The republF
can project is strengthened,
though the risk of failing to
deliver is ever-present.

June 7th marked a turn-
ing point in terms of the bal-
ance of power within the
nationalist bloc of party,s on
this island, with a decisive
shift in Sinn F6in's favour.
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-:3pen again, and not just
':- a referendum.

marches continue to pass
through nationalists areas.
and loyalist and RUC vio-
lence continues to accom-
pany these 'celebrations' of
Orange trad jtion, this sum-
mer's marching season is
seeing a radical drop in sup-
port for the lrish equivalent
ol the Ku Klux Klan. The
tenslons and contradictors,
which have plagued the
Order for many years, are
linally finding their way into
the public domain.

The political signilicance

of this is part and parcel of
the broader crisis, taking
place within unionism.
Fragmentation, loss ol
direction, and the inability to
respond positively to a
changing political land-
scape, has left unionism
drifting aimlessly into obliv-
ion. This, and the declining
influence ol the hegemonic
force of Orangeism, is one
more piece in the process ol
dismantling partition.

However, this decline
does not mean that the

Leathnach 11

Orange Order, or its sup-
porters within unionism and
loyalism have simply disap-
peared. Loyalist paramilitary
violence is increasing in
direct proportion to the
deepening crisis within
unionism, and the number
of contentious parades con-
linues to rise as nationalist
communities are plagued by
sectarian attacks.

However, all of this sim-
ply proves rather than
undermines the argument
that we are witnessing the
death ol Orangeism.lts final
throes may well be drawn
out, violent and unpre-
dictable, but they are final
nonetheless.

TAKING STOCK
Thus, as we move into one
of the most serious crises in
the peace process to date,
lrish republicans have much
to be confident about. Our
mandate is strengthened,
our nationalist 'allies' have
less room for manouvere
and unionism is in a greater
state of disarray than ever
before. With elections to
Leinster House set to take
place within the next 12
months, and Assembly elec-
tions due some time after
that - albeit dependent on
the immediate actions of
David Trimble and Tony
Blair - republicans can be
assured of further and more
dramatic gains.

The lessons of this sum-
mer have been clear. The
lrish republican project
remains on course, our gains
are significant, and our vision
is being endorsed by an
increasing number ol people.
Our response must be more
of the same. We must renew
our commitment to the strug-
gle and to the radical political,
social and economic project
at the heart ol that struggle.
Much has been gained, but
there is a long road yet to
travel and, as always, only
hard work and determination
will enable us to achieve our
goals of independence and
socialism in lreland.

to the

Treaty of tlire

Serious blows were dealt this summer to the political establishment North and South

THE DEATH
OF ORANGEISM
--::hlrd, and no less signifi-
: i-: event which took place

- : sJmmer, was the death of
: ':- 3eism, Ivluch akin to the
- : :-:rn elections and the
:: -:-ern relerendum. it was
-::-:' sudden nor conclu-
: = 3ut rather the climax of
: : -: s ow process.
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52 would be fqmale
48 would be m'ale

,Tg tviuro be non-white
..,.;330 would be white

70 would be non-Christian
30.would be Christian '

89 would be heterosexual
11 would be hombsexual

f
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THERE ARE NO BANKLINK MACHINES
on the Garvaghy Road, or in the nationalist
estates off it. Compared to the discrimination
nationalists have suffered in the past at the hands
of the British government and before that
Stormont, it doesn't sound like a big deal. But in
Portadown, the location of something as common
and as familiar as an ATM can be the difference
between life and death.

"lf people want to use the
bank machines they have to
go into the centre of town to
do it and at night that could
get you killed. A lot of young
people have to take a taxi
from the Caravaghy into the
centre of town, tell the taxi
to wait, rush out, use the
bank machine and then get
back into the taxi to go
home," says local communi-
ty activist Seiin Dunbar.

The danger comes from

groups of loyalists who have
long proclaimed the centre
of Portadown a no-go area
for nationalists at night. The
most potent evidence of this
is the infamous brutal mur-
der of Portadown nationalist
Robert Hammill, while RUC
officers looked on from the
safety of their Land Rover.
Four years on and little has
changed. Loyalist youths,
whipped up by paramilitary
elements spoiling for a fight

and with The Orange Order
turning a blind eye, as it
insists or.r its'right'to march
dorvn the Carvaghy Road,
regu iarly prou,l the borders
of the Carvaghy estates Jook-
ing for prey. Attacks on
nationalists homes and areas
are an almost nightly occur-
rence and can be anything
{rom rocks, to petrol bomlls
to blast and nail bomb
attacks.

Standing behind the mas-
sive fence erected by British
Forces in a small estate off
Obins Street, the scorch
marks of previous attacks
were clearly visible. It is an
eerie place to be. The metal
fence stands almost as high
as a lamppost. Fluttering just
above the top of the fence
are the flags and colours of
loyalism. A Union Jack here,

BY JUSTIN MORAN

UVF colours there. The
houses nearest the wall have
been boarded up and aban-
doned as a result of the con-
stant attacks. lfs impossible
for anl,one standing on the
other side to see what
they're throwing at, but the
'any TaiB u,ill do'philosophy
ensures that difficulty doesn't
stop their attacks.

As rve stand there, dusk
slowly turning into night, my
companion and I fall silent at
the harsh rattling sound of
drums from the other side.
This drumming is a regular
featu re of the harassment
suftered by nationalists. A
n ightly refrain reminding res-
idents that they're second
class citizens, that they're
su rrounded, that they'd bet-
ter let the march down
Carvaghy or the sound of

Leathnach 14 Spart slmmel '01
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Iocks or chains on lhem. lt,s
not uncommon in Dublin to
see people carrying the front
wheel of their bikei awav
with them or putting pad'-
Iocks the size of a fist on
their bikes to protect them.

:round at the end of
lorcrain Road and attacked
rationalist houses in the
area. And where is the new,
mproved, Taig-loving RUC

:o be found when these
iinds of attacks are taking
cace? Often they just moni_
:or the situation while com_
TUnity activists try to pre_
, ent nationalist youths from
.ett,ng caught up in the vio_
:nce. After all, if they sat in
:reir vehicle while Robert
-lammill gcrl beaten to death
::ev're hardly going to get
: Jt because of a few peirol
-.:mbs.

FERCAL, in his fifth vear
-' -.econdary school has
.-o\\,n up in the Carvaghy

-:ates and has had first
-:nd experience of the RUC.
-re,v're fairly biased

-:,rards loyalists when it
_ ites to rioting, more
-:Iined to attack nationalists'-:r loyalists - be tougher on

- :-.onalists." Most young
:ilole on the Caravaghy
; , ed try to get by without
::: ng involved in trouble,
. -: jt isn't all that easy.
--:re are few jobs available

-ationalist areas and

young people Iooking for
work often find themselves
going into the town centre
for evening or Saturday jobs.
They are always conscious
that there are large areas
where they,re not welcome
and no-one walks home at
night alone. It,s even more
dangerous for people who eo
out for a drink. ,,tf you go L[
town and come out of the
pub after a drink and see a
gang of Protestants you
could be in trouble,,, said
Fergal. "lf you,re caught with
all the alcohol in you, you,re
not going to be able to
defend yourself.,,

"lt's the little things that
get to you sometimes. you
give your kid a Celtic top or
something like that and vou
have to explain to him whv
he can't wear it outside of
his street." sedn Dunbar is a
long-time community u,orker
and a retired Sinn F6in
activist. He now helps to run
a youth club based around a
pool hall on the edge of the
nationa Ijst area. Throughoui
his years in the area he s
seen the damage loyalist
attacks have inflicted on
young people. fu he takes

me on a tour of the estate, I

can't help but notice how
many people stop for a chat.
One of them, Brendan, has
come a long way since he
was 19 years old. ,,1 was just
walking along the street and
I saw a bunch of Jads com_
ing towards me. I asked for
directions and without a
word, they just lifted me up
and put me through the shoo
window. I spent three weeks
in hospital.,, lt,s a common
theme ru nning through sto_
nes lrom the Carvaghy.
Every corner is the site of
some attack, every intersec-
tion a potential battleground
and yet there is a perverse
normality to life here for
young people. They have
jobs, they go out whenever
they can, they go to school,
worry about exams Iike
voung people anywhere else
in lreland. But the jobs they
get depend on what business
u,ill h ire nationalists and
rvhat areas they have to go
through to get to work.

On leaving the youth
Club, having done my inter_
r iervs, I noticed that bicvcles
belonging to a few of the
iads are lett outside without

Jrums won't be the only
:hing coming over the wall.
It is this close proximity of
oyalists and nationaJists that
s first noticeable about the
:rea. The two communities
ive almost on top of each

cther. Less than a minute,s
,r'alking distance apart, the
:hreat to residents in the
Carvaghy area is very real.
5hortly before my visit. Ioval_
sts had come across waste

fl nrghtlg refrain remindinq

residents that theg're sec-tnd

dass citizens, that theg're

sttffottttded, thattheu'd

hetter let the march lourn

0arvaghg or the sound d
drums unn'tbe the mlg thing

cotlltr[ o!lEr the uall
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Itb the litth things that ger to

Uoll sotlletirll8s. Ytu oiue uour

lrid a fieltictol or soiretlriru

likthatand[ouhaveto 
u

Bflplflilr to him urlrg he cani

uear itiltside of hts strust

When I mention it to Se6n
he seems almost surprised at
the queslion. ,,Sure we
wouldn't have any real orob_
Iem with crime here. There,cl
be no thieving or anything
Iike that. Maybe if drugs siart
to come into the area we
might see an increase in it in
the future,', he says. He goes
on: "we're a communitv
here. lf we don,t look aher
one another who,s going to
do it? The RUC? The Brirish
Army? We take care of our
own because no one else
will."
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- -EOISIOT) OR
IVany revisionists of lrish history contoft the past to bolster thei

REVISIONISM IN IRELAND
is taking on an entirely new meaning these days. While
Republicans challenge the myths concocted by the 'Fourth
Estate', media sharks unpack the envelopes of misinforma-
tion they themselves once helped to seal.

'Sources unknown' are often identified as origins for
new information on fraudulent politicians - corruption being
an issue that has captivated the media over recent years.
However, what they don't want you to know is that this, in
fact, is really old news that the establishment media tried to
obscure for decades. Everyone knew ol Haughey's entre-
preneurial pursuits during his reign as Taoiseach. He
bought the nation's resouces, and a mansion in Kinsealy,
while the unemployed were left in poverty. We had our
belts well tightened in a society where emigration and
recession were the signs of the times.

Revisionism has played havoc with the facts from the
start of modern lrish history, continuing to do so to this very
day. The current Peace Process and the 20th anniversary
of the Hunger Strike are contexts that have sent the astute
editors of reality into a flurry of activity. As we commemo-
rate the Hunger Strike, Fianna Fdil's tr4adin Mansergh tries
to persuade us that Haughey recognised the five demands
of the hunger strikers in 1981 as valid, while Garret
Fitzgerald, the Fine Gael leader and one{ime Taoiseach,
claims a key role in history through the auspices of the
Anglo lrish Agreement of '85. Facts are manipulated and
redrawn to lit neatly into their partisan analyses.

A combination of revisionism and the republican cul-
'ture ol silence routinely writes the Republican Movement
out of the equation. The omission ol the facts, or the instal-
ment of halftruths, is nothing peculiar to the current lrish
political landscape. This is largely for the reason that the
makers of history are seldom afforded the space to chroni-
cle that history. The culture of republican silence has rein-
forced our invisibility in this respect.

The makers of history are those who instigate the his-
torical moment. The 1916 Bising in lreland was one of
those major historical events which inevitably project onto
and shape the future with powerful insistence, and the
signing of the 1921 Treaty was a direct aftermath of that
all-inflaming moment.

Dublin in the year 2001 again reverberates with the
revitalised prolect of a united and independent lreland.
However, the city is also home to various historians and
academics who miss one basic point. That point is that it is
not in the gilt of such academics to'know'the past, since
they miss the moment and recoil f rom the event. The
visionary dynamic of moments like the 191 6 Rising and the
'1981 rebellion of republican prisoners pre-empt the future.

Sometimes, the people who
inhabit that future tend to inter-
pret the event against the back-
drop of their own prejudice.

The future is flagged up
and housed in the historical
moment and the makers of his-
tory like Mickey Devine or
Robert Emmet are, by exten-
sion, the visionary architects of
the future. Journalists like Ruth
Dudley Edwards, Edmund
Delaney and Conor Cruise
O'Brien are, on the other hand,
the reviewers and revisionists of

BY ELLA O,DWYER those moments, with little vision
on the delivery of tomorrow.

ln the context of Dublin in the year 2001, therelore,
the academics and journalists reporting on a moment oJ

distinction like the 1981 Hunger Strike, or the Peace
Process, claim the power to orchestrate reality on demand.
Relying on the word and world of theory, they assume the
historians role. While language is a power-loaded entity,
theorists like Terry Eagleton point to the helpless inadequa-
cy of words in theface of a strategically applied materiality.

In the twenty first century, resistance
and struggle will not be enough, and
while the strategy of nineteen-twenties
hunger striker, Terence Mc Sweeney was
perhaps appropriate to the time, it will
never again be a matter of those who
ttcan endure the most"

What is meant by this? The conllict between 'reality', as
recorded by words, and 'reality' as in the actual substance
of events, is a contradiction, or split at the core of the com-
mon perception of reality. lt is where the making and writ
ing of history are fundamentally divided.

The Treaty, that is the ultimate of charged events cru-
cially impacting upon the course of modern lrish history,
vividly segregates the writing from the making of history
Against the backdrop of fear that accompanies the moment
of historical change, this context is open territory lor dis-
junction and split, and 'the split' is the trump card of
Revisionism.

An inheritance ol intentional silence and anonymity
long pursued on this island and for long thwading the doc-
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Revisionist iournalists like Conor Cruise O'Brien and Ruth Dudley Edwards rely on fear
and a disfigurement ot the past. but have lit e to offer lor the future

umentation of the facts, is largely the bequeathal of crucia
events like the signing of The Treaty. The messaqe ano
esson of that event alerted the lrish lo the threat of
enforced statement and signature; 'Sign nothing and y, hat-
ever you say, say nothing'.

Sometimes our own language can inhibit us. The
silence and anonymlty imposed through oppression. are
the hallmarks of infiltration, where'Empire Speak corals us
into silence and repetition. We di igently repeat the sa.ne
sad songs and bitter tales, persuading ourselves thai
'esistance is enough. ln the twenty llrst century. resistance
and struggle will not be enough. and while the strategy oi
nineteen-twenties hunger striker, Terence Mc Srveeney
,,/as perhaps appropriate to the time. it willnever again be a
'natter of those who "can endure the most". We ve been
ihere and done that. The challenge to this generation is to
larvest the legacy ol earlier times and to turn it into vjctory.

While Michael Collins, in 1921 , negotiated and scruti-
nised the measure of his opponent at the negotiating table,
vision and empire exchanged unnerving awareness.
Where the coloniser searched for the next sod or ground of
colony, vision caught sight of the "immediate and terrible,'
ideological infertility ot Empire. ln a similar context, the
visionary thrust of Revolution is regularly confronted with
the dead hand of revisionism. Revolution gives itself to the
historical moment, with the sharp edge of vision.
Revisionism and colonialism scavenge the worn ground of
the past, while the visionary pre-empts the pastures of the
future; never the twain can meet.

Revisionism has visited every moment of historical
significance in this country playing on the fear and uncer-
tainty of the time. As Rex Taylor points out in his
'Biography of Michael Collins', the occupants of the room
where the Treaty was negotiated "will go down in history
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The treaty signed by Collins has left a legacy ol debilitating fear

not so much for the agreement which they made" as 'for
the legends which they created which run contrary to one
anothei'. The Treaty, therefore, provided a scavenging
ground for revisionism, aggravating the already tense
moment of change.

The agents of change - the revolutionaries; the key
players and architects of the future, bear a heavy load. An
enormous challenge shadows the makers of history and
pad of that baggage presents itsell in the inevitable aspect
of fear. A point around which debate revolved in the after-
math of 1921 was whether the lrish delegation was actual-
Iy threatened, by Llyod George, with "immediate waf'. The
February 4th edition of the newspaper the 'Republic ol
lreland', to which Taylor refers, cites an impodant state-
ment of Collins' evaluation of the prospects of imminent
war:

"The position never appeared to me to be that. I did
not sign the Treaty underduress except in the sense that
the position as between lreland and England, historically,
and because of superior lorces on the pad of England, has
always been one of duress. The element of duress was
present when we agreed to the Truce, but there was no
and could not have been any personal duress. The British
would not, I think, have declared terrible and immediate
war upon us."

According to Gavan Duffy, another signatory of The
Treaty, Lloyd George did issue an ultimatum to sign or
face immediate war. In a D6il debate on the Treaty, Duffy
commented that "...the ultimatum might have been bluff,
but everyone of those who had heard the British Prime
Minister believed beyond all reasonable doubt that this was
not play acting, and that he meant what he said". Collins
however, as Taylor points out, did not think so and he was
in fact present at the time, while Duffy was not.

lf fear was a key player in this historical engagement,

then fear factored in interpretation of its unsatisfactory out-
come- Revisionism plays on the lears of its target con-
stituency, fostering silence and split at the subtlest of lev-
els. The question is not whether the Treaty was signed
under terrible duress, but the acute symptoms ol silence
and suspicion that it delivered. The debilitating fear that
was the legacy of that Treaty had nothing to do with agree-
ment and today's conditions are the research ground for
that event. Fear, at the outset, was a legacy of that period
and fear is the feeding ground of Revisionists; those who
proactively engage in the thwarting of the revolutionary
lhrust.

Revisionism has largeted Republicanism at every
stage and level in modern lrish hjstory. The historical

We must dilute the censorship and
reYisionism that has fed off our
prolonged inclination to silence and
anonymity

moments, with their key players, are routinely obstructed
bythe agency of the media. lt's time for us to address the
depth ol challenge facing the republican negotiating team
and to train for the victory that is clearly there lor our tak-
ing. We must dilute the censorship and revisionism that
has fed off our prolonged inclination to silence and
anonymity.

ln the lrish context, revisionism is sheer'in your face'
reaction and the challenge to penetrate that bloc is another
challenge to revolution. We have the players, agus go
n'6iridh on b6thar leo. The challenge to the rest ol us is to
stay in key. While history is sometimes the edited version
of the ideological voyage, we must remain attuned to what
Bobby Sands termed 'The Rhythm of Time'.
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Ghaeilge. Is cuma
uibheacha, scuab fia-
cal, ari{n n6 teilifis ba
ch6ir go mbeadh
duine in ann eolas ar
na hearrai ar mian
leis a cheannach a
l6amh ina rogha
teanga.

Mar seo a mhol-
fainn tabhairt faoi. 6
tharla go bhfuil an
Bille Teanga sna 56
Chondae is Fiche ii
dhreachtadh cheana
f6in (de r6ir na
r6llai), ni mar chuid
den Acht Teanga a
tharl6idh go mbain-
fear an t-athrf seo
amach. Acht rir
neamhspleiich an rud
a bheidh de dhith.
Ach biodh riire ar
leith ag baint leis seo
- biodh feidhm uile-
Eireannach leis. Tii s6

I o**u,rf*',*,'i,iil*
inniriil chun go nd6anfai an saoli
chur ina cheart. B,shin mar a mheas
Jake lackson, r6abhl6idi a chaith na
blianta i ng6ibhinn sa Cheis Fhada ar
aon am leis an deichnirir m6rlaoch a
chuimhnitear orthu go m6rmh6r
agus an bhliain 20O1 linn.
R6abhkiidi Gaelach alii i lake
Jackson, an cogadh um chur chun
cinn lra Gaeilge f6s d throid aige,
mar ba l6ir ag Sl6gadh 6gra Shinn
F6in 2001.

. . Il fudu ri chogadh na Gaeilge a
bheith tharl. Go dti go bhfuil cead
ag duine ceist a phl6 leis an st;it-
seirbhis sa ch6adteanga oifigidil, nd
go dti go bhfuil f;iil ar sach ifrsa
ollscoile tri Ghaeilge beidh g; iOs le
dfograiseoiri teanga in Eirinn. Co dti
go bhfuil scoil liinChaelach ar fiil
don uile tuismitheoir ar mh6r leo a
ngasfir a oileadh tri Ghaeilge ag an
mbun agus ag an mednleibh6al,
beidh obair romhainn. Co dti nach
luaifear an focal ,crichdheighill, 

agus
crirsai Gaeilge sa tir seo;i bpl6 beidh
gri le tuilleadh fuinnimh 6n bhael.

Mar Ghaeilgeoir 69, molhaim
br6driil as an obair atd d6anta ag
r6abhl6idithe le blianta anuas.
Fiiiltim freisin roimh an chuireadh
um smaoinle eile a chur chun cinn,
6ir tii gkiin eile de Chaeilgeoiri ag
teacht ar an bhf6d, agus fuadar
frithu an ceann scribe a bhaint
amach,

Is cuimhin liom alt a l6amh breis
is ceithre bliana ri shin i,Foinse,
faoin Ghaeilge sa mhargaiocht agus
an deis a chonaic an t-ridar roim-pi.
Mheall an smaoineamh mri agus td
an t-ah ds mo chomhair aguim,alt
f6in ii scriobh agam. An smaoineamh

a bhi ann n;i gur ch6ir gach a bhfuil
scriofa ar_lip6id agus ar phaciiisti
earrai in Eirinn a bheith go dithean_
gach.

5a Bheilg, iiit a bhfuil dhii phobal
teanga, luchl na Francaise agus lucht
na Flamandaise, feictear an leagan
Flamandaise ar thaobh amhiiin an
bhosca pizza, an t-eolas ceanann
c6anna ar an taobh eile, ach idtean_
ga dhifririil ar fad, an Fhraincis. Agus
Kerrygold ii dhiol sa Bheilg,lerse
Boter' agus ,Buerre lrlandais, a
bhionn mar chinnteidil ar an lip6ad.
Sin mar atd s6 de r6ir an dli 6ir ti
dhii theanga oifigiriil sa stiit. ls amh-
laidh at:i an sc6al igCeanada leis.

T:i dhii phobal teanga in Eirinn
chomh mailh, pobal an Bh6ala a6us
pobal na Gaeilge. Ba ch6ir go
mbeadh s6 de chead ug un f,hobrl
Ghaeilge d,iri ar maidin agui a chuid
'Call6ga Arbhar Kellogs, i ithe tri

I

leagtha sios i gComhaont( Aoine an
Ch6asta, conradh ar ghlac rialtas na
26 Chondae agus rialtas na
Breataine leis, go n-aithnitear go
bhfuil pobal Gieilge ann, go bhfuil
s6 eagsriil, go bhfuil cearta aige agus
gur gd caitheamh leis ar bhonn
cothrom agus ar bhonn uile-Eirean_
nach. Tri Fhoras na Caeilge, t;i
eagras Gaeilge uile-Eireannach ann
Ie cur chun cinn na Caeilge a
chothri agus a stiriradh. Ni m6r an
nasc uile-oilednda seo a dhaingniri.
Dd,anfar 6 seo tri bheartais l:iiire
cheannr6daiocha mar dhiitheangri
mhargadh na hEireann.

Mholfainn gur ch6ir don bhForas
foireann oibre a chur le ch6ile chun
an coincheap, ,An Ddlheangachas sa
Mhargadh', a phl6. Thabharlai rri
mhi di Ie gur f6idir l6i tuairisc a chur
6s comhair cruinniri de chuid an
Fhorais. Thiocfadh si ar ais Ie moltai

I
I lingrlrlism in the flarhetplace

LE Daithi Mac An Bhaird
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soil6ire chomh maith le cliir ama do
chur i bhfeidhm an bheartais. Ba ghi
plean an Fhorais a chur os comhair
an Ti, thuaidh (Stormont) agus theas

(Teach Laighean). 6 tharla gur
bunaiodh an Foras le tacaiocht 6n dii
phobal 6 thuaidh ba ch6ir go n-6ire-
odh leis. (L6iriri maith a bheadh ann

$[latlG, $amIladn '01

ar an meon um chomhionnanas a
chothrl san ionadai tofa a chuirfeadh
ina choinne. Thuigfi cuid mh6r 6n
easpa tuairime 6 dhaoine eile sa dii
theach.)

Ba ghi seirbhis aistririchiiin agus
t6armaiochta a chur ar bun chun go
mbeadh iiis ag comhlachtai idir
comhlachtai df chasacha agus
iasachta, leis an athrri a chur i
gcrich. Bheadh s6 mar aidhm ag an
oifig seo leagan niidrirtha diithean-
gach de phacdistiri a chur ar fiiil do
gach earra ate ar an margadh sa tir
seo roimh an bhliain 2005, mar
shampla. Ar an bhealach seo choth6-
fai caighdeiin ird cruinn 6n tris. An
stiit a d'iocfadh as an tseirbhis seo.
D'fh6adfai na postanna seo a lonnrl i
gceantar ar n6s Ceatharlaigh n6 B6al
Feirste, n6 in riit ar bith a bhfuil
obair mh6r d6anta aici ar son na
teanga.

Is m6r an buntiiiste a bhainfeadh
lena leith6id d'fhiontar. Chomh
maith le postanna a chruthri ba
bheart ar son an oideachais 6. I

dtosach chuirfi focl6ir leathan 6s
comhair a sril ag an uile dhuine sa
tir. Bheadh an Ghaeilge i feiceiiil ag
cich 6 6iri na gr6ine go titim na
hoiche, agus an teanga ;i foghlaim
n6 :i halhfhoghlaim i ngan fhios.
Sula rachadh pdiste ar scoil in aois
ceithre bliana bheadh taithi aige/aici
ar dhi theanga agus st6r maith focal
aige/aici tri bheith ag ithe a chuid
milseiin go diitheangach. Nios tiib-
hachtai aris b'flr6idir, nii go dtuigfi
ag cich, go bhfuil dhii phobal teanga
ar an oilein.

Ni raidiceach an smaoineamh 6
seo thuas. Ceist chearta agus
chomhionannais is ea i. ls l6ir ri
bhunreacht na 56 Chondae is Fiche
an stddas ar ch6ir a bheith ag an
Ghaeilge. Tugtar aitheantas nach
beag di i gComhaontrl Aoine an
Ch6asta ar v6tiiladh go m6r ar a son
tri bliana 6 shin. C6 nach r6abh-
l6ideach an smaoineamh 6 mar
gheall ar an bhunchloch atii againn,
is ollmh6r an difir a dh6anfai dri
rithfi a leith6id d'acht. ls iontach an
t-athrri a thiocfadh ar mheon mhuin-
tir na hEireann dii bharr. Ni mrir
driinn a chur in iril d6ibh si(d nach
eol go f6ill d6ibh, gur teanga bheo i
an Ghaeilge, go bhfuil pobal m6r
aici, go bhfuil an pobal sin scaipthe,
gur mian leis an phobal Caeilge fei-
dhmif tri Chaeilge 6 16 go 16, 6
mhaidin go hoiche. Sin 6 et gceartl
d6anaimis 6 a 6ileamh.

R6abhl6idi revolutions
innovative
hero
language enthusiasts
Partition

lnn i(il
M6rlaoch
Diograiseoirf teanga
'crfchdheighilt'
tuilleadh fuinnimh ....... Further efforts/energy
ag teacht ar an bhl6d ..........................,....... Coming into beinS/ arriving on the scene

ceann scribe destination
Iip6ad {lip6id= pl)
ceannteideal (cinnteidil= pl)

bille i dhredchtddh
Acht 0r neamhspledch ........-..-......,.,..,........
teidhm uile-[ireannach ...................... ..

Tri Fhoras na CaeilBe

tra bheartais lridre cheannr6daiocha ..........

comhlachtai

label(s)
title/headli.re(s)
a bill being drafted
a brand new independent Act
All-lreland remiVfunction
Through FnaC (Alllreland Language
body set up under CFA)
Through strong visionary
undertaki ngs/ decisions
companies

st6r maith focal ........-... a good store of vocabulary
Ceist chearta agus chomhionannais ............ A question of rights and equality
t> lA go 16,6 mhaidin go hoiche From day to day, morning 'til niSht

Sin 6 iir gceart, d6anaimis 6 a 6ileamh ....-...1t's our ri8ht, let's demand it.

AN GHAEILGE

Grianchloch
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BY THE COVEY

THERE ARE POSSIBLY
as many delinitions as 10 what
constitutes the lrish Lelt as there are
groups which claim to be socialist,
socialist republican, communist or
whatever other label they attach to
themselves.

For the Trotskyite groups the Left is
a fairly narrow and sparsely inhabited
place, delined by one's devotion to the
writings of Leon Trotsky on events in
the first four decades of the 20th
century The political equivalent of the
Seventh Day Adventists, Trotskyites
are often so doctrinaire that the only
people admitted to be ol the one true
faith are themselves and their sister
sects in other countries.

But even where they have
attempted to break out of their self-
imposed isolation, as has been the
case with the Militant-dominated
Socialist Party and the Socialist
Workers Party, they find it difficult to
abandon their old habits. Theirs is a
universe peopled by heretics,
backsliders and spies. Swap the buzz
words of 'class', 'pady', and
'revolution' for 'God's chosen people'.
'Church' and 'salvation' and you could
be kicking up your heels,n Geneva,n
'1540 instead of moping over pints in
the corner of the Students Union.

The lrish ultra-left is defined by a
number of principle features; Firstly, it
has no genuine roots in the lrish
revolutionary movement. lt is true that
the founders ol lrish Trotskyism were
former members of the Republican
i4ovement, but they were also self-
conscious imitators of the Trotskyite
fringe which grew up around the
student movement in Britain in the
1 960s. Unlike republicans, left-wing
elements in the Labour Party, and the
Communist Pady, lheir focus was on
glamorous and safely distant struggles
in Vietnam or China, rather than the
mundane work of trade unions. tenanl
associations, and issues around the
national question.

Little has changed over the
intervening period, most of them
choosing to act as spectators to the
struggle in the Six Counties but
reserving the right to lecture
republicans from the sidelines on the
morality of killing "workers in uniform",
or urging that the movement's politics
be tailored so that we wouldn't be an
embarrassment to whatever ridiculous

Leathnach 21
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....deluded workers and youth who - damn their ignorance! -
can't see beneath the cunning fagade to the rotten reactionary heart

that beats within the breast ol Councillor Larry O'Toole

Mary Poppins "lnternational" they
belonged to. Now that the struggle has
moved inlo a different phase, some ol
these erstwhile revolutionary pacifists
accuse us of having sold out because
the IRA is on ceaselirel We are also
told that Sinn F6in has sold its soul for
American dollars and the chance to
cosy up to respectable people like
Betie a1d Blair. They can t wait for us
to go into coalltion so that they can
shout'told you so!'and assume the
manlle of the leadership ol the lrish
working class. For the Trotskyites, the
world of politics and power is a
Grimms' Fairy Tale; there are no grey

areas and subtleties, only bad witches
and good fairies.

Thus, the very fact that Sinn F6in
has ministers in the Six-County
Executive is proof positive that we
have sold out. So completely have
they missed the plot that they insist
upon comparing the current set up at
Stormont to every other government,
and claim that Sinn F6in is part ol a
right-wing cabinet. What they totally
fail to understand, as they have
consistently done over the past 30
years, is that this is most certainly not
a case of 'normal' bourgeois
democratic politics. The executive, and
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republicans' place in it, is part of the

ongoing, and unfinished business of
dismantling the British connection.
Sinn F6in ministers are not in
Stormont to run the health service or
the schools as part of some
permanent settlement. They are there
to pursue our revolutionary objective,
not by infantile gestures and
grandstanding, but by the patient
exposure of the real nature of power in
the Six Counties and of the logical
necessity to bring about a British
military and political withdrawal and
real self-determination for the lrish
people.

Only then can we move towards the
objectives of social and economic
liberatlon. Failure to understand this

Cromwell, to our shores was a good
thing really. So instead of Whitehall
securocrats we could look forward to
being ruled by chaps immersed in the
classics of scientific socialism and who
at the end of the day agree with Dame
Thatcher that Finaghy - and sure why
not Finglas for that matter - is as
British as Finchley. After all, workers
have no country.

Why bother to even discuss these
people? Well, for one thing, they
appear to be obsessed with us. Their
'theoretical' journals devote much
space to dissecting the politics of the
Bepublican Movement and their
tactics in the 26 Counties are to
'expose' Sinn Fein. What this means is
that they are trying to use campaigns
such as the current Dublin anti-bin
charges movement to promote either
Socialist Party or Socialist Alliance
candidates to contest certain
constituencies in the next general
election. What all their target
constituencies have in common is that
they are areas in which Sinn F6in has
sitting councillors and where Sinn F6in
has opportunities of winning seats in
Leinster House. lt is a cynical and
petty tactic, where the optimum result
for the ultra left would be to prevent
Sinn F6in taking seats by attracting a
couple of hundred votes away from
our candidates to some modern day
Lenin, who will make the scales fall
lrom the eyes of the deluded workers
and youth who - damn their ignorance!
- can't see beneath the cunning
faQade to the rotten reactionary heart
that beats within the breast ol
Councillor Larry O'Toole.

A cunning plan? Well, it might be
were it not for the fact that its
implementation is in the hands ol
proven political incompetents. Already,
the Sociallst Alliance shows all the
signs of going the way of the Socialist
Labour Party of the 1970s, which was
torn apart by Trotskyite bickering over
the most ridiculous and trivial issues.
As for the Socialist Party, well if they
enjoy the same success in 'exposing,
Sinn F6in as they did in taking over
the Free State Labour party, I think
our directors of elections may sleep
soundly in their beds. Expecting
Trotskyites to actually bring something
to a successlul conclusion is akin to
asking a committee of three-year-olds
to drive a train from Dublin to Cork.
The danger is of course, that serious
campaign issues will be lost if such
groups are allowed set the agenda.

S0arlr, Summer '01

That is why it is crucial that Sinn F6in
is on top of matters like the bin
charges and that we do not allow
these people to dictate our actions.
lgnore their childish accusations and
as far as possible keep them on the
far end of the barge pole. They are
political parasiles who feed off the
genuine movements o, ordinary
people and who have neither the basis
of support nor the cop-on to organise
these things themselves.

So to return to our initial question;
what constitutes the lrish Left?
Historically, that has been defined by
two main issues, an anti-imperialist
posilion on the national question and a
programme of radical social change.
Only the Republican Movement has
consistently held to this over the past
200 years oI revolutionary struggle. As
Connolly understood, the two are
inextricable, and the only genuine
progress towards the political and
social freedom of the lrish people has
been made when they have been in
tandem. This was the case in the

THE TROSKYITES.,
Theirs' is a universe
peopled by heretics,
backsliders and spies.
Swap the buzz words of
'class', 'party', and
'reyolution' for'God's
chosen people',
'Church' and'salvation'
and you could be
kicking up your heels in
Geneva in 1540 instead
of moping over pints in
the cornerof the
Students Union

has led the Socialist Party and its
predecessor to follow other anti-
national elements on the 'lef into the
most bizarre coalitions. Armed with a
Disneyland model ol class struggle,, these so-called revolutionaries have
cosied up to genuine reactionaries and
fascists in the trade union movement
and the loyalist paramilitary
organisations in the pursuit of
'Workers' Unity'. But of course they
were not acting entirely without some
form of logic. ln the case of the
Militanvsocialist Party, that logic was
(is?) the strategic goal of a 'socialist
Federation of the British lsles'. Now
doesn't that sound like a good plan!
This is the same type of nonsense that
has led left-wing revisionist historians
to argue that the arrival of that
progressive republican, Oliver
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".,.most of them
choosing to act as
spectators of the
struggle in the 6
Counties, but reserving
the right to lecture
republicans from the
sidelines on the
morality of killing
"workers in uniform"...
Now that the struggle
has moved into a
different phase, some of
these erstwhile
revolutionary pacifists
accuse us of having
sold out because the
IRA is on ceasefire!"

2

-

revolutionary period from 1913 to
1922, and even to a lesser degree in
the early years of Fianna Feil power,
when the more blatant symbols of the
defeat of 1922123 were jettisoned and
some steps were taken towards
creating better living conditions for
ordinary people.

That is why Fianna Fail rather than
the Labour Party has commanded the
bulk of the constituency that in other
countries forms the basis of what are

more commonly considered lo be left-
wing parties. The Labour Pady
compounded its failure to make any
signif icant breakthrough in the
revolutionary period by being
consistently to the right of Fianna Fdil
on the major national and social
issues of the day. And I mean social
as in 10 do wilh the living conditions of
working people rather lhan the
spurious liberal agenda so dear to the
hean of the Labour Party and its true
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constituency, the urban middle class.
The Republican I\4ovement is now

in a position to challenge lor this
leadership ol progressive forces in
lreland. ln doing so we should not
allow ourselves to be distracted by the
gadjlies of the ultra left. Conlident of
our revolutionary credentials, which
certainly do not require the imprimatur
of any self-appointed revolutionary
elite, we can bring this new phase of
struggle to a successful conclusion.
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Corporate Control of Science

There was a time everyone thought that science held all
the arswers. Then Hiroshima and Nagasaki blew that.
Science is a marvel. It split the atom. But what was the
use to which this was put, and by whom?

They frazzled hundreds of thousands of human beings -
leaving just imprints on a wall: they built nuclear reactors
all over the world which left carcinogenic residues that no
one yet knows how to dispose of; they left little depleted
uranium shells al1 over Iraq and Kosova for the children to
play with as they tick away.

Now in the year 2001, we watch the progressive deserti-
fication of the 3rd world, along with its increasing impov-
erishment; we watch with dread the exhaustion of the
world's natural resources. They are simply runaing out, as

fast as we throw them away.
Drought of the world's water threatens. We witness the

dissappearance of the ozone layer; the rapid advalce of
global warming; of pollution of the very air we breathe
and the water we drink; the growth of diseases unheard of

And who pays the piper? Sure it's the companies sub-
sidised by govemment, especially in the case of weaponry,
which pays the scientists. Control of scientific research is
money. Big money. How big? Look at Monsanto.
Scientists messed about with the DNA of plants, in pafiic-
ular rice, which is a staple food especially in the third

Corporations playing God

BUT SOME OF THE COMPANIES THAT JOINED THE RACE OF
DISCOVERY OF THE DICTIONARY OF HUMAN LIFE. WANT TO GET
PAID FOR THEIR RESULTS. IT MEANS PATENTING'HUMANITY

s0arl, summer '01

What
Lhev

to'du

are
doin

ft
!r t

world?

in previous centuries: the failure. because of over-prescrip-
tion, of medicines that u ere successful in the past, and the
virtual wipe out of \l,hole species. follorving the destruc-
tion of their habitar.

The huge fall off in average testosterone levels amongst
males, over the past 20 years, hints that our very species
itself may join that list.

These things make you wonder. What are we doing to
our world?

Or we thought it was our world, until we bothered to
look and see that it isn't the power of science that has done
all this, but the power of those who employ the scientists.
He who pays the piper calls the tune.
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world. They der eltrped a seed that would not proPagate

itseli until the genei \\ ere turned on by a chemical prod
uct sold, in -611-,prrl1 of course, by Monsanto. Monsanto
replacing the hanJ of God. as it rakes in a profit.

There is a cut-throiil battie going on right now about
ownership of rhr D\ \ chain. or the knowledge of it. John
Sulston in Cambndge. England, wants to ensure that no
business intere:t. get the monopoly on the make up of the

human DNA chuin. But some of the companies that
joined the race oi dijcolery of the dictionary of human
life, want to gel Filid tbr their results. It means patenting
humanity.

There is a 1!rt rrf Frotlt in that, and a very high price for
the downstrerm medicines and gene technology, which is
anticipated tc hold rhe cure for most diseases and human
disorders. HolJinS hunanity to ransom is very profitable
business.

And when rh.ri i: so much money at stake, for he who
pays the piper. Ihen all sorts of irresponsibility creeps into
to the tune.
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though they know that dioxins, one of the most toxic
chemicals known to man, are emitted. They will tell you
that new technologies make scrubbers to clean the emis-
sions, far more effective, although they also know that
there is no continuous monitoring system of the emissions
available, and efficiency declines rapidly over weeks.

But then big money is involved in incinerator contracts,
and if Mr Burke's CV submitted to the Flood Tribunal, is
anything to go by, politicians are not averse to a cut on the
contract.

Why else is 26-County Minister, Noel Dempsey, so set
on forcing incinerators on Ireland, when everyone knows
that Ireland's agricultural exports rely on the green, clean
image. Because Ireland has no incinerators to speak of,
Ireland's dioxin rates are far below levels in westem
Europe.

Everyone knows that emissions from Sellafield cause can-
cer. Despite a united call by other EU countries on the
British Govemment to stop pumping radioactive waste
into the Irish Sea- the Brits continue to claim that it's safe.

and they are going to go on doing it

Deliberate Pollution of the lrish Sea

Medication of a nation

Look at Fluoridation. Most of Ireland's water supply is
fluoridated. br iau. The fluoride is a highly toxic chemi-
cal that is a bi-product of the fertiliser industry - which no
one knou -< hori to -eet rid of. But when it's diluted suffi
ciently. its ro\ic etllcts are spread more widely. So they

put it in the water supply, for al1 of us to drink. It's
entbrced. inr oluntary - medication of the nation.

Bur scienti,(ts. some of them, will tell you that this is
r erl ,vood tbr children's teeth. even though it takes off the
enamel coating rihen applied in big doses. And they will
even produce stati<tics to prove it. "Statistics, statistics
and more lies. But it is a handr' \1'ay to dispose of a toxic
waste product. l\ hich could be r ery expensive to dispose
of by another method.

Scientists will tell you that incineration is safe- even

luntll 2012.
k*- .. Anecdotal evidence

I . suggests extremely

high rates of cancers along
the Irish Eastem seaboard, yet

the cancer registry is always 3
years behind with their figures.

Yes. It is criminal. It relies on people believing in the
God of science, and believing that God is not heavily
under the influence of Mammon, in the form of multina-
tional companies, which would find it profitable to take
his place.

It is them and us, and maybe it is a race for survival of
our species in what was once a pleasant world - for some.
But it is a race to get knowledge and powel a race which
people need to win.

Crazy notion of incineration

BUT THEN BIG MONEY IS INVOLVED IN INCINERATOR EONTRACTS,
AND IF MR BURKE'S CV. SUBMITTED TO THE FLOOD TRIBUNAL. tS'
aNYT-!-IIN.G_T_O^GO BY POLTflCIANS ARE NOT AVERSE TO A CUT ON
THE CONTRACT
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