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AT PRESENT there are some 447 political Life and
SOSP (detained at the Secretary of State’s Pleasure)
prisoners in the Six Counties. Of these, 170 are
republicans. These prisoners have between them
something in the region of 1,000 close relatives,
the vast majority of them women, who are also “‘serv-
ing time’’ while their loved-ones remain locked away

on indeterminate sentences.

Altogether, the 205 repub-
lican Life and SOSP prisoners
in England and Ireland have
served between them almost
3,000 years in prison, with
the vast majority having serv-
ed over ten years, and with
some now entering their
seventeenth year in prison.

In theory, of course, a Life
or SOSP prisoner can hope
to be released on merit
through the Life Sentence
Review Board. In practice
though, these Boards can be
nothing more than fronts for
political manipulation by the
British government, through
the Northern Ireland Office.
At the present rate of releases
(approx. 15 to 20 per year) it

will take approximately an

other 26 years before those
now serving Life or SOSP
sentences will be released. All
of these prisoners, along with
the women who have suppor-
ted and cared for them, have
already undergone the physi-
cal and psychological torture
of vyears of injustice and
intolerable conditions. All of
them, men and women, pris-
oner and relative alike, are
being held as political hos-
tages.

Belfast Sinn Fein Women's
Department talked to two
members of the Campaign for
Lifers and SOSP prisoners in
Belfast. The Campaign is
putting forward six proposed
changes to the sentencing and

Review Board procedures.

Patricia McCartney explained
that the campaign had come

about following discussion
with Lifers and SOSP prison-
ers in Long Kesh and Magha-
berry.

“The whole initiation and
direction of the campaign
comes from inside the jails.
The Review Board system in
England is different from
ours, as is the one in the 26
Counties, but what we are
saying is that wherever they
are being held they are politi-
cal prisoners. When the cli-
mate is right they’ll release a
few here and release a few
there when it suits them. It’s
Jjust all shrouded in political
manipulation.”

The Campaign has already
begun to gain ground. “At
the minute we have seven
committees spread out
throughout the Six Counties."’

- Patricia pointed out that
the campaign makes no dis-
tinction between Life and
SOSP prisoners “The only
difference is that an SOSP
priscner when sentenced was

under 18 and a Lifer
was over eighteen. But they
face exactly the same Review
Board, the same injustices
and everything else. Neither
Lifer nor SOSP has a release
date — they are both serving
indeterminate sentences.

For instance the media
talks about “young prisoners’’
but what’s the difference
between a seventeen year old
fella and an eighteen year old
man? They are treated in the
same way, there is no more
clemency shown to a Lifer or
an SOSP. We have SOSPs who
have served fifteen vyears
already and it’s going upwards
from here on in.”

DIPLOCK COURTS

ARE “UNSAFE"”
COURTS

“You have to remember
that these men and women
went through the Diplock
court system so we say that
their very conviction is in
question because it was all
very ‘‘unsafe’”. They went
through seven days brutalisa-
tion in Castlereagh, particu-
larly between 1976 and 1979
there was a lot of harassment,
brutality and everything.
Eighty-five percent of the
men and women who were
convicted were found guilty
solely on the basis of forced
signed statements. We ques-
tion their very convictions.”

Kate Clarke took up this
point. Her husband Gerard
has served twelve years of a
life sentence. The two were
married four years ago inside
the jail. “‘His trial lasted three
weeks and two days. Most of
the evidence that was up
against him was nearly all
thrown out of court. You
know, one coming in with a
hood over his head saying he
was a witness and all this
rubbish. Then a girl who was
in the taxi, the main witness,
she stood up and said she
® (continued on next cage)



couldn’t identify the two in
the dock as being in the taxi
with her. The whole trial was
a farce.”

In spite of what appeared
initially to be a favourable
summing-up by the judge,
“ h m o' m u of
evidence, Gerard was sentenc-
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f went up to see him because
~ there were a lot of beatings
; oing on at that time. |
remember him coming out

one time and he had got one

of those forced washes, and

~ they had cut all his hair off
and  had left ke wee

- and God, he was like some-
‘thing out of Belsen. See that,
After the hunger-strike

‘and the end of the blanket
protest, things changed »
15.,.&' “It sort of eased

- Great, if you could say that!
You got a bit of privacy. But
 then sfter the escape in 1983
it all started all over again.
There were times you went

up there and there were
about five screws standing
outside your box. They were

all up in arms over the
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come out of it, because it will
bring it into the limelight.”

reports are secret. The gover:
nor then makes a recommen
dation. Once the Review
Board makes a decision about
this prisoner, he or she can't
question it. They can come
along and say you're knocked
back one year, two Yyears,
right up to five years, which
is the equivalent of a ten:
year sentence, It's being
carried out like a further
sentencing tribunal.”’

Kate and Gerard have both
been through the trauma of
the Review Board. Kate ex-
plained, “When they inform-
ed him that he was up for
review, we were saying it’ll
maybe not be this year you'll
get out, but | was saying if
they’ll even give a release date
for maybe two years time,
he'll have something to work
on.

“Me and Gerard got marr-
ied in the Kesh. We're marr-
ied four years now, and |

saying to him “don’t you be
getting your hopes up but
at the same ume it's hard
not 10. You're saying to your-
self it'll be this time, but he

sort of knew what he

was up against when he went
to the Review if you know
what | mean, and he didn't
put much hope on it. But. at
the same time he was saying
to himself that there might
be a chance, But then at the
end of it they put him back
for another year."”

SECRET REPORTS

Patricia explained that an
area of particular concern for
families and prisoners alike is
the use of secret reports on
prisoners. “These can of
course be politically biased.
They are not open to ques-
tion, the prisoners doesn't
even see these reports.””

Kate wanted to elaborate
on this point, saying, “If
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POLITICAL HOSTAGES
- (continued from page one)

would really love a baby, and
50 would he, because he loves
kids, and with him being in
there, you know, you say to
yourself you're getting awful
old and you might be too old
to have kids and all. | would
really love it if they would
even say to hiﬂ\. you km*,"
his next m.m_ f‘" up in
November, if they would say
to him, Well, another two
years from now, you'll have 2
release day or only another
year to do’ instead of every
time he would go up putting
him back till the review the
following year because that
could be going on ten years
from now you know. It's no
help for you.

“And I'm trying to get a
home together for when he
does get out, | have a house
and I'm trying to get things
done 10 it. | mean sometimes
you lose heart m YW'YQ
saying 10 yourself what are
you mim for?"

Kate described how the
before the Review. “He was
saying to me “don’t get your
hopes built up,” and | was

someone had’ve been a friend
of the prison officer who died
during the escape, he could've
said ‘Well, Gerard’s brother
got out in that escape, I'll do
my best that he'll not get
out.’

“Then Gerard was out last
year his mommy was very
bad, she had a3 bad heart
attack and he was out for
four hours with his mommy.
That nearly killed him, going
back in after seeing her. They
told me to be up for five
o'clock, and when | got up,
they didn't et him out
till hatf five. Then when they
do go back they get strip
searched and all that.”

_ Kate explained what it is
I-ketobeomofsomany
women whose loved-ones are
In ail. “! mean, | travel up on
Fridays, and | sit with girls
from County Derry and all
over. One thing is that you're
Never on your own because
there's always people up
there far worse off than
Yourself. Yoy know what
they're going through. It's
great going up and having
Someone to sit and talk to, if
You know what | mean,
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befof. | got

were saying
wish | was them
She continued,
they did open the o
Long Kesh

founm, fifteen
they walk out
to that release,

released after six

think you could
one else that’s in th
don’t think he coul
Because with living
twelve years, he’s _
of friends and there’s §
them under SOSP. '
think he could ho
out and just
them. At the end

MEPs, the
of State etc.



BY KATHLEEN CAWLEY AND MARGARET MAUGHAN

WE ARE a small group of young travelling women, based in
Beresford Place, Dublin. We would like to tell all those reading
this article what it is like to be a young travelling woman in

Ireland today.

Firstly, there are only 23,000
travellers in the country and the
majority of them are very young
(80 per cent are under the age of
25). We wsre different from the
swttled population but a lot of
settled people don't even we us o8
human beings. We are different of
course, but the way we are differ
ent is that we have our own
history, culture, language, beliefs
values and way of life

The majority of young travell
ing women get married at the age
of 16 or 17. For the men it's
mostly the same. Some girls in
the travelling community get
married 10 have their freedom. By
that we mean that they are not
ollowed out at night to discos or
10 any entertainment. They aren’t
sllowed have boylriends, But
there are a lot who do thow
things on the siy

The parents are very strict on
young travelling women when
hov B b B¢ " e afrald

a nething maaht happer

they let them do those things and
then everybody would be talking
about the family. If any scandal
breaks out then it is better to be
2 boy in the travelling family than
a girl. Boys have their freedom
They have no work to do like
looking after the kids or cleaning,
or cooking or doing the washing
i they are seen doing it it's
supposed t0 be wrong. Matches
are made for a lot of travelling
girls by their parents and 30 they
have to get married, Some girls
have a choice as 10 who they
marry, some don't. But we feel
that it is changing in the last
twenty years and more and more

young girls now pick their own

husbands

LARGE FAMILIES
The travelling mother tends to
have a wvery large family. Some
have 16 or 17 chikdren bat the
average s about nine. All 1ravell
0rs are tholics. They don't use

contraceptives and it is thowr

belief that they should have large
families. We have wery strong
beliefs in cures, miracies and a lot
of superstitions. We also show a
lot of respect for the desd. If
anybody dies in our community
their relatives burn their caravens
and start life over again. The
relations don't play music, watch
television or listen to the radio
No member of the family will get

married  until 12 months  are
up

Nearly every traveller gets
married. It is very rare tO e B

traveller single at the age of 25
There aren’t any priests or nuns
who are  travellers. Travellers
don’t plan their future like settled
people, they just take sach day as
it comes.

Travellers have a wvery bad
education and therefore they can’t
read Or write. I's not through
gnorance that most of us can't
read and write. We have gone t0
schoo! but for some reason or
anather we didn’t learn. There are
several ressons as to why this
happens. It could be that teachers
are not interested in the travelling
kids or they are looked down on
in the cless and called names or
just gnored because the teachers
don’t know anything sbout the
kids and won't put themsaives in
the position 10 talk asbout the
travelling people. What this causes
and has caused is that the kids
have a bed experience of school
and leave

There are two main reasons
why traveliers go to school — for
First Holy Communition and
Confirmation. They feel that
those wo things are the most
mportant things in school, and
when they are finished their Con-
firmation they tnd to leave
Maybe parents feel that the girls
are wanted st home 10 look after
the kids, for example

Most of the travelling men
have the power in the family
Whatever they say goes. They
make decisions oh where they
move to without consulting the
wives and it s often the case
that they move into a8 mucky field
where there are no facilities
whatsoever. So it is even harder
on the women, particularly when
they have to look after a big
family and do all the work in the
caravons (and there isn't much
space in there).

CLEANING

it's even worse in the winter
time when you have to cook,
clean, srve and have to wash
clothes by hand. It isn't easy. A
lot of travelling women aren't
allowed into launderettes with
their clothes, A lot of settied
women may object 10 us saying
this and say that they have a lot
of cleaning and washing 10 do as
well. But our point sbout it is
that they have the space and the
machines

Another question that settied
women might come up with, is
why don't travellers give up

travelling around and settie down

in a house and forget about the
caravans on the side of the rosd.
They see travellers as drop-outs
who have to be rehabilitisted
back imo society and the prob-
lern i3 solved. We would say that's
not true. There is evidence
that traveliers were there long
before the Famine, and their
language proves that

Some travellers have moved
into houses and found that they
can’t settle down in them. In some
cases it has worked and in others
it hasn‘t. There are four types of
sccomodation for travellers. Stan-
dard housing with the settied
people — the problem is that trav-
ellers might not be accepted there
30 they move back out. Another
is group housing which has travell-
ers living together o.g. uncles,
sunts and relstions. The other
two are halting sites where you
have toilets, lights in the site and
rubbish collection; or transient
sites, just maving on the side of the
road where there might be » strip
and stones to pull your caravan on
We would also say that » lot of
working class people put up
with similar problems in the home
as travelier women do.

BEGGING
Begging is » problem for
travelling women. Whenever you
see begging it is mostly women, It
isn’'t by choice they are begging
we can tell you. They have prob
ferns just like the settled women
with broken marriages or families.
It is very often seen by people
that traveliers are a problem, not
a people with a problem. Travell
ers are denied their human rights
There are special times and places
for travellers to get their social
welfare. Travellers don't just get
discriminated against in the social
welfare, but in all institutions in
Ireland. Barred from pubs, discos,
buses, restaurants and hairdressers
and a lot of other places if they
know you are a traveller
We feel there are a lot of
young travellers going sround hid-
ing their identity, trying 10 be
sccepted. We feel it is 3 rotten
thing for people to have to change
themseives to be wanted in their
own country
A lot of travellingwomen suffer
miscarriages and deaths. The
infamt mortality rate is three
times hgher than the settied
population, which goes back to
the mother and how she is treated
when she is pregnant, working at
home, and not receiving the medi-
cal attention she is entitled to
Travellers also die at a very
young age. Only 5% live to over
55, but is has improved a little in
the last 20 years. We would ask
any woman who is reading this
1o try and put herself in the
situation of the travelling woman,
and think what her life is really
life,

@ First published in Council
News, the auarterly newsletter
of the Council for the Status
of Women




DOMESTIC VIOLENCE has not been acknowledged until
recently in Ireland. The first refuge in this country was set
up in 1974, There are at present refuges in Dublin, Limer-
ick, Waterford, Cork, Galway, Navan, Bray, Athlone, Bel-
fast, Derry, Coleraine and Newry.

It is difficult to ascertain the
extent of the problem. While the
demand for refuges increases it
does not necessarily suggest that
domestic violence is on the incr-
ease, More and more women are
becoming increasingly aware of
their rights and the fact that
nobody is entitled to inflict
this violence on them. They now
have somewhere to go which is
safe and where caring people can
assist them,

Many battered women put up
with the violence for various
reasons some of which are:

® That she can save him fr-
om the source of his problem
e.g. sicohol,

® Justifying this abuse bec-
asuse of factors beyond their
control ie. unemployemnt.

@ Blaming herself — for not
being a good wife, mother etc.

® Believing she could not
survive financially without his
support,

In studies, the most common
link throughout battering shows
three stages of the cycle of
violence — tension, outburst,
then calm.

In the tension phase the wife

trol the wife will blame herself.
After all, if she had managed to
please him this would not have
happened. In the third phase the

solicitor at present you mightneed
one in the near future, This is
the most important step you
take, GET A SOLICITOR!

e When you have your solic-
itor you will need proof of batt
ering, injuries etc.

e Make a record of all injur
jes, dates and times, Visits to
doctors, social workers, Ask doc-
tors for a note to confirm visit
and injuries sustained.

e Have photographs taken of
your injuries, making sure to in-
clude your face even if is is an
injury to arm, foot or leg. If the
face is not photographed it is
difficult to use as evidence in
court,

e |f guards are called, get
something in writing to prove
their visit, why they were requ-
ested and by whom. Get the
names of the guards. If necessary
they can be subpoena’d to court

® Record 2 history of who
you contacted , where you have
gone for help. This will assist

you for your visit to sol
icitor, as naturally it can be
very traumatic for someone to
speak about what has been happ-
ening. At least you will have it all
written down,

o Bring birth certificates wi-
th you on solicitors visit. Write
down dates of children’s births,

If you have difficulty in writ-
ing, confide in a friend. These
records will assist you greatly
in a court case.

Some legal procedures which
you might consider taking in the
case of violent assault:

® The husband can be charg-
ed with one of several possible
offences under the ‘Offences
Against the Person Act’ the
charges laid depending on the
severity of the injuries received.

® He can be charged with
‘common assault’ under Section
42 of the 1861 Act, or with the
more serious ‘assault occasioning
actual bodily harm’ under Sect-
ion 47 of the same act.

The wife may issue a summ-
ons against her husband or else
the gardai can do it.

® Section 22 of the Family
Law (Maintenance of Spouses
and Children) Act 1978, Under

this section 2 husband may be

hanmad Snem b ratidanms ha

shares with his spouse and it
may prohibit him from entering
the place where his wife or dep-
endent child resides, for up to
12 months by the district court,
or for an unlimited time span by
the circuit court,

e The Family Law (Protect-
ion of Spouses and Children)
Act 1981. This provides protect-
ion for spouses and children. Un-
der this act, protection orders
may be granted to prohibit a vio-
lent man from using violence or
the threat of violence against his
wife,

Many women go through all
the levels of legal procedures
open to them before taking the
final step of a legal separation.

e Legal Separation. This is
only granted on three grounds,
cruelty, adultery, unnatural
practices,

THE REFUGE
Many women who arrive at a
women’s refuge have very little

weith tham Can freee haovn tha




That's the sacond time this week she hadn’t got his tea
rnact

women support each other. The
workers at Dublin’s Women's Aid
are available all 24 hours and no
woman s turned away. Each
woman pays £11 per week and
assists in the running and decis-
ion-making of the centre. It is
on self-help and communal
. The women can stay until
y have an alternative safe pl-
ace to go to. For some women
it means relocating to another
area or another county if nec-
essary

-

rity is a major issue to
any woman's refuge and the
Dublin Women’s Aid have a set
policy on security, If a woman
decides that she would like to
meet her partner it must be her

own decision and she must me-
et him off the grounds of the ref-

uge.

SIX COUNTIES

As in the 26-counties domes-
tic violence plays a large part in
the breakdown of marriages in
the Six Counties. However
women in nationalist areas have
the additional burden of life in
a British colony which means
that they are less likely to turn
to or get help from the institut-
ions of a sectarian statelet. Their
support and help comes from
inside their own communities:
from women's support groups,
the Sinn Fein advice centre and
from voluntary agencies such as
the Falls Women'’s Centre in Bel-
fast.

Some women suffer for years
and put up with beatings until it
comes to the point where they
can not take anymore. When a
woman reaches this stage the
first step she must take is to
visit a solicitor and file for a sep-
aration, If there has been rec-
ent violence she can get into
court the next day for an emer-
gency protection and exclusion
order which lasts for five or six
weeks depending on the date of
the separation hearing . The pol-
jce are supposed to act on the
woman'’s behalf once she has
these orders but they rarely do
in nationalist aress. Anyway
the majority of nationalist wom-
en in working class areas will not
turn for help to a sectraian pol-
ice force who harass and abuse
their people on a daily basis,

DIVORCE
Unlike the 26 Counties, after
two years separation and if both
parties are sareeable a divorce

can be granted. If one party dis-
agrees it then takes five years
and one of the five following po-
ints must be proven:

® Adultery.

¢ Unreasonable behaviour,

@ Desertion.

© Separation with consent.

® Separation without con-
sent.

In some cases after a few
months of separation the woman
finds that she just can not cope
on her own and may go back to
her husband. That is entirely her
own choice and no one will con-
demn her for it, and in other
cases the woman will actually
realise what normal life is like
and be stronger after having suff-
ered sometimes for years a life
of abuse and violence.

If you need help or advice
contact

® Your local Sinn Fein adv-
ice centre

e Women's centre or refuge
in your area (see the back page)

® The Rape Crisis Centre in
your area.

SINN FEIN POLICY ON

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The prevention of violence
against women must be the res-
ponsibility of the whole comm-
unity with the main emphasis at
local or district level. Facilities
for the victims of abuse, whether
physical, mental or sexual, must
be provided as a priority.

Recognising that domestic
violence, including incest and
rape, occurs on a wide scale,
Sinn Fein has prioritised the
education of its members to
ensure that such violence is not
seen as solely the responsibility
of the people involved but the
concern of the whole commun-
ity. 3
Furthermore, any member of
our organisation who induiges in
physically abusing their partners
within marriage or personal rel-
ationships will be dismissed from
and ostracised by Sinn Fein. We
believe there is no place in a3
revolutionary, disciplined move-
ment for such people.

We believe that co-habitees
should have access to barring
orders. There should be an ex-
tension of time for existing
orders and provision should be
made for immediate application
for barring orders and immed-
iate action where a barring
order is breached. The grounds

should include menta! cruelty,



visit to Maghaberry Prison

s year’s visit to Belfast b)./ members
Af‘ t’:o” ror;;';f 5«: Movement in Brira(n, a group
of women went out to Maghaberry Pr{wn to visit
:mubh‘an prisoners during International Wonz-
en’s Week. Here is an account of one woman'’s
visit to POW Pauline Quinn.

prison itself looked very alien and unhuman, like it has

to do with people; bleak windowless concrete
walls surrounded at some distance by huge fences. | was
reminded of the nuclear bases here in England. We waited for
electronically — accompanied by sirens
— and walked a short distance through
snother similar gate which let us into the compound which
was the entrance to the prison. We walked across to some port-
showed our passes and |Ds, and signed in gifts

if
]
H

egation and | got up and walked
into the visiting room . There were
tables set out, & screw seated On &
ralsed platform owveriooking the
room and two women without
visitors, | asked the woman near-
ost if she was Pauline, but she

loned me 10 a woman at the
far end of the room, and we went
and introduced ourselves. At first
we were all nervous but Pauline
made us tea and coffee and chatt-
ed easily 10 us.

DAILY ROUTINE

Throughout the visit | was aw-
are of the time, sware that it
was ticking away and that there
were three of us to ask Pauline
Questions and she in her turn
wanted to know of us, our work
and our lives, We talked about her
daily routine in the prison, the
compulsory work she is obliged to
do, due 10 her enforced status as a
nonpolitical prisoner. the one
hour of exercise in the yard — six
foot by six 1oot; the lack of cour-

©® Maghsberry Prison “alien and inhuman, like it had nothing to

do with people; blesk wind
huge fences.”

303 and training — at MOst once &
week and even that under threat
of being cut; of the male doctor
refusing to give any of the women
smear tests — (the resson stated
that there_was a backlog of tests
to process); sbout the increase in
strip-searching — (45 last month);
sbout one woman who had had
problems with her ovaries and had
collapsed and was strip searched
on the way out of prison; the four
remand prisoners kept isolated
from the other prisoners and
searched constantly in and out of
court; of the woman who had
been put in single cell furnished
only with a mattress and a bucket
for three days at a whim of a
wKcrew,

Pauline wanted to know how
many women were on the del-
egation, what support we had in
England and whether there were
solidarity groups working around
Nicaragua and South Africa — she
keeps in touch with the news via
her radio. | told her sbout the
national campaign against strip-
searching and the picket outside
Durham Prison and we talked of
the need to convince people in
England that there is & war QVing
on in Ireland. She told us that the
prisoners had their own organisat-
N within the prison and would
sometimes refuse 10 obey the pri-
son warders,

Pauline is serving a five-year
sentence and is due to be rel-
eased in September — “Not long
now’’ she said. She talked of her
family from Tyrone and how it
was sometimes difficult for them
10 visit her and how they often
get stopped and searched when
travelling 1o see her. She talked of
Armagh Jail and how the women
had previously been able 10 hear
and see the picket outside but th-
ey couldn’t hear it last yoar as the
outside gate to Maghaberry was
for away from their cells and any -

fess concrete walls surrounded by

how the wacders had turned the
sirens on,

THE STRUGGLE

Towards the end of the visit |
became aware of the time running
out and began 1o feel even more
nervous. All three of us from the
delegation had been primed with
questions to ask and | was anx-
ious not 10 forget anything really
crucial so | asked how being in
prison had affected how she view-
od the struggle and she said she
now feit even more determined
and committed 1o it.

Eventually our time had run
out and the warders indicated th-
at the visit was at an ond by plac-
Ing our pass on the table. We gn-
ored this however and continued
talking. A few minutes later one
warder said, “Right then Pauline”’,
but again we continued talking,
until Pauline said, “Well then it
looks like its time for yous to go™.
| realised that it was important
for her 10 detormine when her vis-
it was at an end; for it 10 be
up to her and not the warders as
10 when to say goodbye.

We hugoed goodbiye and as we
walked out of the visiting room |
urned and loocked back 10 see
Pauline picking up her thermos
flask and biscuits and | rememb-
er thinking now she had to ret-
urn to the daily routine of prison
and the petty harassment of the
warders. We had touched on her
life for half an hour. | wondered
how long the impression would
last, but | know that the thou-
ght of Pauline in prison with the
other nationalist prisoners will
stay with me for a long, long ti
me.

Walking back with the other
visitors, all of us subdued and not
talking as much as when we arriv-
od, | begen to feel overwhelmed
and on the point of tears, but |
thought of the people for whom
this was o way of life, their only
contact with friends, lovers and
family . | sat on the bus and wrote
down all | could remember of the

visit
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/ Irish Tribunal by the women and They have decided to hold »

the groups who have a real exper - National March on Sept. 30th and
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N WOMENS

pOVERTY

ocTOBER 15t this year is going 1o be some day! For the first
story, women from all over Ireland who are

pme N recent hi
directly affected by poverty will come together to speak for

themselves about their lives and about their experiences of
inequality, oppression and struggle.

October 15t is the day that has of the European Tribunal is to
peen set for the National Tribu-  highlight the existence of wom-
nel 0n Women's Poverty in lre- en's poverty and its consequen -
wnd. 1t is an event aimed at bring-  ces for women’s lives and to bring
ing women together who are affe- pressure to bear on EEC policy-
cted by poverty in all its different makers to take into account the
forms 10 talk about their exper- experience of women when mak-
ences and to give evidence on ing future decisions regarding act-
the existence, extent, nature and jon to combat poverty and 1O
causes and consequences for  assist in the development of co-
women, of growing poverty in lre- mmunities.
land today . It will also be an opp-
ortunity to share women's The European Tribunal is be-
experience and skills of ways to
combat poverty and fight for cha-
nge and 10 exchange ideas sbout
what needs to be done by the
molicy-makers 1o bring about the
changes that women want.

The Irish Tribunal is only one
of many events which will be
happening in every EEC country
N preparation for a European
Tribunal on Women’s Powerty
?w 10 be held this coming Nov.
Oth/11th in Brussels. The aim

women's groups who oOrganise
work on women'’s issues in sll the
EEC countries and lobby the EEC
Parliament to ensure that egis-
lation benefits Or ot least tokes
sccount of women's [ives. The
Irish section of ENOW is the
council for the Status of Women
(CSW). The CSW has taken on 10
facilitate the organisation of the

THE IRISH WOMEN'S Housing Action Group "8
in lished at the London Irish Women's Conference
April this year. Over 300 women attended this
nference and our group was established at the

using workshop. We came together out of concert

for the :

Iri growing problems of homelessness

"Sh  women and also in Mniﬁon"thfl( these
o w'u‘

Proh
QOVQ"‘"“S would be worsened as a resu
A Nment legislation.
ur (‘y”u" has d 2 - ad
“ Con met twice since is the Housing
P Onference and we have dr 0 law ot mondo' the
Brioe: P @ p S mnwllﬂl"‘"‘"
"\'Ohx.(.‘ ’o'm"’o' campaigning . pw.
0nth e forthcomi il cause
* Our immediate concun: don will

| which is due

. the
jergé this legisiat

lence of poverty .

It is contral to the whole ides
of the Tribunal that women who
e directly affected by poverty
are the ones who organise and
participate in the event, so that
It is their voices and not the voi-
o3 of those who claim to speak
on their behalf, which are heard
00 the day. To this end it is hop-
ed that there will be many local
events held around the country
before Oct, 15t which will bring
women together in their own ar-
€23 10 discuss the issues and share
their idess and information. The
outcome of these events can then
be fed into the Tribunal as evid-
nce presented in the form of
personal witnesses, photos exhib-
its, reports, dramas, etc. In this
way the Tridunal will be truly
national and participative

INFORMATION

One aim, therefore, of the tri-
bunal is to gather and present
information on the situation of
women living in poverty in lre-
and and to paint as accurate 3
picture as possible of the extent,
nature and causes of that poverty
This information will then be tak -
en by a number of women to Bru-
ssels. More importantly though,
this Tribunal sims 10 empower %
many as possible women with
direct experience of powerty 1o
come together and make their
voices heaed, As such, it is not an
ond in itself, but rather a beginn-
ing a process whereby women
in lreland begin to unite and 10
organise  around  the issues
which are truly relevant to them.

It is essential therefore that as
many women as possible take part
and that October is followed by
further national meetings which

changes we want.
Since 8 Planning Meeting was

peid on July 2nd an Organising
Gronnh-bnﬂm-tmgonan
week 10 co-ordinate the enormous

¢ of work that needs 10 be
mumhbund‘utoum

success it can be.

Irish women and we intend 1t
distribute this at the lobbies and
demonstrations  which  Housing
Groups are organising for the sut-
umn, We have also written to
Tory/Labour MPs and to the
Jrish Embassy sbout the implicat-
jons of the Housing Bill for the
homeless and tenanted Irish pop-
wtstion in this country.

The recent ALA Report into
the discriminatory homeless poli-
cles and practixes of Local Auth-
orities is another crucial issue we
are taking up. Our next meeting
in July will receive a report on

to hold a daydong open Trib-
unal on Women's Poverty on Sat
Oct. 15t. The Tribunal will be acc-
ompanied by other fringe events
such a3 an exhibition and work.
shops focussing on what women
sre siready themselves doing to

dramas etc. At the moment the
Organising Group are working to
CONTACT 85 Many WwOMmen &3 poss-
ible around the country 10 SNCOoU-
rage their active participation,
There is particular concern to
contact rural women o, women
living In rural areas and small
farms as the experience of such

such contacts would be most
welcome as we are having diffic-
ity in downg it.

1t is important that women
understand that this is their Trib-
unal and that they can participste
in whatever way and 10 whatever
extent they wish. They are wel-
cotmwbl-mohcd-nmovdl
of the following ways:

® -~ Contributing ideas and
UGEESLIONS.

@ -~ Contributing time, ene-
rgy and resources.

® — Imerviewing women in
their locality.

® — Writing or speaking on
tape their own S1Or ies/exper ience .
(women’s names and addresses
can be kept secret)

® ~— Organising a local con-
ference/meeting.

® - Joining in the march

® ~— Hoiding a stall/exhib-

@ — Giving a talk/workshop.
® — Attending the Tribunal.
@ ~ Presenting evidence at

the Tribunal.

Any woman or group who
would like 10 have her experience
included or who would like to
be involved should the
coordinate as soon ss possible
at the address below or phone
{01) 783355 collect and ask for
Cris,

Cris Mulvey, Co ordinator, c/o
8 Charlemont Street Dublin 2.
(01) 783355,

IRISH WOMEN'S HOUSING ACTiON GROUP

Council and the responses of
individual Local Authorities to
the ALA recommendations.

Irish Women wanting to bec-
ome involved in this Group sho-
uid contact the address below.

Meetings are held on Mondsys
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm at
Wesley House, 3rd Floor, 4 Wild
Court, Holborn, WC2 5 AU;
September 19th, October 17th,
November 7th, December 6th.
The Irish Women's Housing Act-
jon Group can be contacted c/o
59, Church Street, Stoke Newing-
ton, London N16. Phone (Lon-

don) 2497318
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DUBLIN

11 Sillogue Road,
Ballymun,

Coolock Law Centre,
Northside Shopping Centre,
Coolock.

Council for the Status of
Women

64 Lr. Mount Street,

(01) 611791

Dubin 2.

Finglas Writing Group

c/o Mary McCamley,

10 Glasanaon Park,

Finglas East.

Irish Council for Civil Liber-
ties

Women's Group,

4 Nassau Street,

Dublin 2.

Minceir Misli Women’s Section
c/o Nan Joyce,

17 Beresford Place,

Dublin 1.

(01) 732802
Women and Aids Group

c/o Aids Action Alliance
P.0O. Box 184,

Sherriff Street,

Dublin 1.

(01) 307888

Loughlinstown Women's
Group

3 Glenavan Park,
Ballybrack,

Co. Dublin

Tallaght Women's Group,
Tallaght Information Office,
Dublin County Council,
Main Road,

Dublin 24.

Women’s Community Centre
47 South Richmond Street,
Dublin 2.

(01) 782848

CORK
Cork Federation of Women's
Organisations,

Winnipeg Ballea Road,
Carrigaline,

Co. Cork

(021) 372134/275918
Clonakilty Women's Group,
Ballinaglanna North,
Clonakilty,

Co. Cork.

Cork Women's Centre

24 Sullivan’s Quay,

(021) 317660

GALWAY

Galway Women's Group
« 6 Sylvan Avenue.

Women’s Centres and Groups

MEN

Fairlands,

Galway.

(091) 24513

Women'’s Drop-In Centre
c/o Unemployed Centre,
19 Upper Dominick Street,
Galway.

Friday night 8-10pm.

CLARE

Ennis Women’s Group

78 Cahercalla Estate,
Ennis,

Co. Clare .

(065) 24035

East Clare Women’s Group
c/o Helen Browne,

Doolin,

Co. Clare.

KILKENNY

Kilkenny Women's Group
c/o SSC Waterford Road,
Kilkenny,

(056) 21685

LIMERICK

Limerick Federation of
Women’s Organisations
1 Vernon Villas,
O’Connell Avenue,
Limerick,

(061) 312808

KERRY
Forum na mBan,

Baile an Fheirtearaigh,
Tra Li,

Co. Chiarrai,

(066) 56168

DERRY

Dove House,

32 Dove Garden's
Derry.

(0504) 269327

BELFAST

Falls Women's Centre
170A Falls Road,
Belfast 12.

(084) 227672

TIPPERARY

Clonmel Women's Group,
c/o Karen O‘Connor,
(052) 24562

CRISIS LINES/SERVICES
Rape Crisis Centre

Belfast (084) 249696

Cork (021) 968086

Dublin (01) 614911
Galway (091) 64983
Letterkenny (074) 23067
Limerick (061) 311511
Waterford (051) 73362
REFUGES/SHELTERS
Bangor (080247) 463608
Belfast (084) 662385/662348
Coleraine (080265) 823195
Cork (021) 509800

Derry (0504) 273164/26596
Dublin (091) 63581
Limerick (061) 42345
Newry (080693) 67174
BIRTH CONTROL
DUBLIN

Family Planning Centre
(01) 767852

(01) 744133

Well Woman Centre
(01) 605517

Cork Planning Clinic
(021) 502906

Galway Planning Clinic
(091) 62992

Limerick Planning Clinic
(061) 312026

Social Welfare Administrative
Offices

Gandon House,
Amiens Street,

Dublin 1.
726333/726673
Services include
Maternity Benefit
Qisin House,

212-213 Pearse Street,
Dublin 2.

711911

Services

Children’s Allowance
Phibsboro Tower,
Phibsboro Road,
Dublin 7.

300922

Servies include
Deserted wives,
Unmarried mothers,
Prisoners wives
Allowances

LEGAL AID

AIM

66 Lr Mount Street,
Dublin 4.

(01) 606766
Monday-Friday
10am-12 noon
Service

Support, legal information Q
and referrals for people with &
marital breakdown problems.
No charge,

SINN FEIN
WOMEN'S
DEPARTMENT

44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1
(01) 726100/726932

ublin 1. Phone 733611
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