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Menaci

UNIONIST plans to stage a shutdown in the six coun-
ties on Monday has led to renewed appeals to nation-
alist people to be on their guard against loyalist assass-
ins who, it is known, have been straining at the leash

being held by their poli

cal masters in the DUP and

OUP for several months now.

The go-ahead for ‘unoffic-
ial actions during the loyalist
shutdown was implied by
DUP leader lan Paisley out-
side the Stormont Assembly
on Wednesday evening, Feb-
ruary 26th, when he said that
the politicians would not be
responsible for the activities
of those who “don’t stick to
the guidelines.”

Those guidelines, which
were emphasised by the OUP
leader, James Molyneaux, in-
clude a “co-ordinated and
disciplined”” approach in whi-
ch, Paisley emphasised, “vio-
lence and intimidation will
have no part to play.”

ROLE

Conscious of the bad press
which followed the 1974 and
1977 loyalist shutdowns, dur
ing which hooded UDA mem
bers played a major role in
deterring people from going
to work, Paisley and Moly-
neaux are anxious to minim-
ise the public role of similar
groups on this occasion. Both
men appear confident that

such heavy-handed tactics
will not be necessary this
time,

But if the loyalist murder
gangs, which have been re-
cruiting heavily since the
Hillsborough deal was signed,
are being asked to stay in the
background during the dis-
pute, that will not stop them
from launching a renewed
campaign of sectarian attacks
against the nationalist com-
munity.

Such ‘unofficial attacks
would undoubtedly strength-
en the hand of unionist pol-
iticians who have been warn-
ing for months that if they
withdrew from the political
process, as they now plan to
do, then the way would be
left open to ‘others’ who
would use violent methods.

THREATS
These thinly-veiled threats
and the pressure of opposit-
ion by unionists to the Hills-
borough deal have already led
to something of a climbdown
by the British premier, Mar-

garet Thatcher, who has post-
poned the next meeting of
the London-Dublin Inter-Gov-
ernmental Conference.

Despite their claim that
Monday’s dispute would be
“rigidly controlled”, unionist
politicians have clearly not
ruled out demonstrations such
as the one witnessed outside
Magherafelt District Council
this week when Sinn Fein
councillors’ lives were serious-
ly threatened, nor have they
distanced themselves from
the loyalist murder gangs and
the equally-threatening Ulster
Clubs which have spread rap-
idly since their formation in
Portadown last summer,

““All of these developments
and recent attacks in North
Belfast suggest that a sectar-
fan  assassination campaign,
sanctioned by political lead-
ers /n the DUP and OUP, is
in the offing,” Sinn Fein_

general secretary Tom Hart %
B

ley said. And he warned

“Nationalist people Slwuld
be on their guard because /ngt
any unionist caimpaign againsts

L

their British masters the live:
of nationalists are always at
risk.’
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THE ever-present risk facing IRA
Volunteers who confront the forces 4
of British imperialism in Ireland
was demonstrated again last week- :

end when Tony Gough of the IRA’s /

Derry Brigade was shot dead while

on active service.

There was no comment from the QTG
usually-vocal establishment follow- ’ b X240
ing this death, no calls on the Brit- | o,
ish army to lay down their weapons,
and no calls on the British govern-
ment to create the basis for peace
by withdrawing from Ireland.

Against this deafening silence

from the establishment was the dig- X
nified and massive demonstration : v e
by the ordinary people of Derry G
whose presence at the funeral of i 4% aftive Evcxe 201
Tony Gough was a tribute to the $ dicun m
man himself and to the ideals for 0

which he laid down his life.

See Page 2 for profile of Volun-
teer Tony Gough and Page 16 for
funeral report.
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British army foot-patrol.

Elsewhere in the six coun-
ties, the IRA in Armagh city
struck at the RUC in a devas-
tating attack on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23rd. At 2.15am on
Sunday, an RUC armoured
car was ripped apart by a
200lb IRA landmine which
was detonated on an isolated
slip road leading from Lower
Irish Street to Dalton Park
on the edge of the Dalton/
Drumarg estate.

Although the heavily-rein-
forced armoured car certain-
ly saved the lives of the RUC
men, members of the notor-
ious DMSU, at least one was
reported to be ‘seriously
injured’, receiving shrapnel
wounds to the face and neck.
The two other members of
the patrol reportedly suffer-
ed ‘severe shock”

This latter type of injury

® Part of the funeral cortege of Vol Tony Gough (inset)

Operations overshadowed

TRAGIC DEATH OF TONY GOUGH,
SOCIALIST REPUBLICAN
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IRA ACTIVITY in the North this week was over-
shadowed by the tragic death of Volunteer Tony
Gough in Derry on Saturday night, February 22nd.
Returning from an attack on the Fort George Brit-
ish army/RUC base, during which 15 to 20 shots
were fired at a sangar on the perimeter of the base,
Volunteer Gough was shot dead by members of a

is often seen to be incon-
sequential outside the ranks
of the British forces as the
public has grown conditioned
to the ‘body count syndrome’
(ie that dead bodies and phys-
ical injuries determine victor-
ies).

However, evidence shows
that psychological injuries
suffered from what can be
termed ‘shell shock’ have an
extremely demoralising effect
on the RUC and British for-
ces; their problem being that
this type of injury is much
more difficult to treat than
physical injuries.

In a statement after the
attack, the IRA said that it
regretted the damage caused
in the surrounding area. It
was also pointed out that the
timing of the attack had been
chosen to avoid civilian cas-
ualties.

THE TRAGIC death of 24-year-old IRA
Volunteer Tony Gough has robbed the
people of Derry of a true, unselfish, social-
ist republican. Tony, from The Crescent,
in the nationalist Shantallow area of the
city, joined the Irish Republican Army in

1980 at the age of

18. Knowledge of his

involvement surprised even those closest
to him, his family, as Tony had never been
arrested or had in any way drawn attention

to his activities.

His awareness of the
need for absolute perso-
nal security stretched
to the point where he
would never voice sup-
port for the republican
struggle and generally
avoided discussing poli-
tics. His role and res-
ponsibilities within the
IRA were known to no-
one outside his own
active service unit.

CONCERN
One of his strongest
characteristics was his

genuine concern for the
people of Derry.

In line with his gen-
erous nature, Tony, who
had worked as an app-
rentice in Molins engin-
eering factory, con-
tributed his redund

open the factory (now

called Maydown Precis-

ion Engineering) once

again. In this dispute

Tony displayed the

same qualities of com-
i and dedicati

money to the co-opera-
tive set up by the
workers to save jobs.
He was one of the
first to volunteer and
participate in the fac-
tory sit-in and was to
the forefront in the
successful campaign to

which marked him out
as someone special and
earned him the respect
of trade unionists.

LOVED
He was loved by the
people of Shantallow
and admired by the

youth of the area be-
cause of his quiet sin-
cerity.

Tony lived by his
socialist principles in
his day-to-day life and,
as an IRA Volunteer,
demonstrated by his
actions . that he was
prepared to sacrifice his
life in the struggle of
his people to establish
a thirty-two-county soc
ialist republic.
FUNERAL REPORT

- PAGE 16




UNIONIST LEADERS James Moly-
neaux and lan Paisley met Margaret
Thatcher in London on Tuesday,
February 25th. The unionists’ aim
was to remind her of the large
anti-agreement vote they had got
a month previously and to ask
her to scrap the London-Dublin
agreement and convene a conference
of Northern peliticians — except
Sinn Fein, of course — to negotiate
devoh{ed government for the six
counties.

The.agreement was not to be scrapped

on several occasions before the
talks. Meanwhile, in the week leading up
to the meeting, unionists had issued many
threats, including that of a 1974-style
strike. Was the Tuesday meeting to mark,
as Molyneaux warned on Monday, “the
end of the constitutional road” for the
unionists’ anti-agreement campaign?

As Molyneaux and Paisley emerged
from the talks on Tuesday afternoon, it
did not seem so. “We are not at the end
of the road,” Molyneaux declared. Dead-
lock, the unionists said, had been avoided.
And Paisley claimed they had got That-
cher to discuss ‘areas’ previously out of
bounds. This mysterious phrase presum-
ably referred to the postponement of
this month'’s session of the Inter-Govern-
mental Conference, announced by British
direct-ruler Tom King immediately after
the Tuesday meeting.

ORCHESTRATED RESPONSE
Had the unionists got what they, in
: the short term at least, had sought to
obtain? Their proposal of a round-table
: conference on devolution had seemingly
oeen accepted; so had their demand for a
emporary freeze of the London-Dublin
agreement — even though Tom King
didn’t exactly put it like that. The indus-
trial stoppage planned for March 3rd
appeared to have been averted. SDLP
leader John Hume, who last week stated
his readiness to talk to unionists “without
sreconditions”, welcomed the news. So
Jdid the British and Dublin government,
in- what_geemed like an orchestrated
response to the unionists’ ‘apparent
conciliatory mood.
But that evening, after a lengthy meet-
ing held in Belfast in which the two
unionist leaders reported back to a
‘loyalist steering committee’ about their
talks with Thatcher, a statement was
issued which brought all the talk of
‘dialogue and reconciliation’ to an abrupt
end:
“Having carefully considered our dis-
cussions with Mrs Thatcher, and as long

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, F

ebruary 27th, 1986 — Leatn

Unionist leader
under pressur

as the prime minister is committed'to the

P of the Anglo-Irish agree-
ment, no purpose can be served by any
further discussions with her.”

There followed a short announcement
that unionist politicians would now
“withdraw the consent of the people of
Northern Ireland from the government”.

STRIKE
Present at that Tuesday night meeting
were representatives of the Belfast
shipyards and Ballylumford power station

Y

~ the power station which had most
contributed in bringing down the power-
sharing Executive in May 1974 and which,
by its refusal to strike, had caused the
May 1977 stoppage to fail. There was
also at least one member of the UDA
present. This time it seems that the
unionist leadership was pushed into
militant action by their rank and file
and rather than split the three-month
old anti-agreement campaign went along
with their demand for ‘action’.

The days ahead will reveal the part

1

Oh for the

*uister will fight and Ulster
will be right?” *We will not have
Home Rule!” And the Orange
Card! The good old Orange

old days !

Well, young lad, when 1 was a child
some Tories in Britain hated the
Liberal government and its mild re-
$orms with such fervour thal they sek
upon a course of Creason and subvers-
ion. They decided that their tools and
dupes in the struggle Co undermine
British democracy would be the prot-
estants of Ulster. So they played the

A RIESITIA AT
Fascinaling! |

is nolonger a trump so what
can we do?

And now the Orange card

We can watch our
leaders makiu\rz‘{ools
of themselves while
they make fools of us!

VAR

oW

played in this U-turn by DUP nardliners
and the effect that reactions from the
SDLP and Dublin had on the paranoid
unionists

Tuesday,
en

In the week up to last
unionists had sounded conciliatory
ough. In what positively looked like a
climu-down, Molyneaux had even declared
on the eve of the meeting that “unionists
would look at any offer of talks if Belfast
is elevated to a position of equality ” with
London and Dublin and has “an equal
voice with Mr Barry”. Meanwhile, docu
ments leaked to the press at the end of
last week revealed that plans for a one
day stoppage on March 3rd were going
ahead and an indefinite strike at the end
of March was certainly being considered.
The document mentioned roadblocks
and power cuts.

CLEVER DOUBLE ACT?

Whether this hot-and-cold shower was
a clever double act on the unionists’
part or rather the reflection of internal
tensions in the unionist camp — OUP
versus DUP, or rank and file versus
leadership — will probably emerge in the
next few days. Nevertheless, Thatcher’s
two ‘gifts’ to the unionists -~ Hume's ‘no
preconditions’ talks offer and the ann-
ouncement last week that Dublin would
sign the European anti-terrorist conven-
tion — were both contemptuously
rejected by the unionists.

Hume'’s gesture had come a day after
FitzGerald had assured Thatcher and the
3ritish press that the SDLP would “talk
at any time, without preconditions, with
anyone who is willing to discuss devolu-
tion on a participatory basis.” This
inglorious climb-down from the dizzy
heights of the Dublin Forum report and
its aspiration to Irish unity shows that
time has now come for the SDLP to pay
up — and the price to be paid for the
privileaed position given to the SDLP by
the London-Dublin agreement will be
recognition of the RUC and a return to
Stormont (probably with a bit less than
power sharing).
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offered by management.

tively thrown out.
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of other pi

as a test case.
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Teachers United, the umbrella group
representing the three teachers’ unions
in the twenty-six counties — INTO,
ASTI and TUI — this week announced
that over 700 national schools will be
closed for nine days between now and
Easter. All post-primary schools will
also be strike-bound for three days over
the same period “unless the 10% pay
award is honoured in a full and equit-
able manner.”

The series of three-day stoppages is
due to begin on Tuesday, April 1st, and
if they are not successful “much tougher
action, including all-out strike and a boy-
cott of exams” is beiny threatened for
after Easter. Schools catering for handi
capped children and children with special
needs will-not be affected.

In a move to suppoit the teachers,
Congress™ has announced that it intends
to arraiyn the Dublin government before
the International Labour Organisation in
Geneva. This will happen unless an arbi
trator is appointed to the teachers’ arbi-
tration - heme “without further delay.”
They accuse the Coalition of acting in
a “dictatorial fashion” and in a manner
totally unacceptable to the trade union
movement.

* x x

The dispute at the Unipork bacon
factory in Cookstown, County Tyrone,
took a dramatic turn on Monday, Feb-
ruary 24th, when the RUC were called
in to evict 77 strikers who had occupied
the plant.

During the course of the eviction,
which lasted more than half an hour, the
RUC baton-charged these in occupation,
leaving four workers with head injuries
requiring hospital treatment. The work-

IN A MAJOR CHALLENGE to
the Dublin government's pay policy
in the public sector, four more
unions have joined with the ATG-
WU in rejecting the 7% recomm-
ended pay rise over 15 months

Results of a ballot conducted am-
ongst the membership of AUEW/TASS,
ITGWU, MPGWU and the FWUI show
an overwhelming majority against accep-
tance of the offer. Another 12 unions in
the company have yet to announce
their ballot results, but union leaders are
convinced that the offer has been effec-

The same 7% offer has been made to
h r work-
ers in CIE and Bord Telecom, and the
outcome of the ESB situation is being
viewed by workers throughout the sector

ers vacated thc premises, but are con-
tinuing to picket the factory gates. The
dispute concerns lay-off procedures.

L R
=~ The use of a private econtractar on the
giant Aughinish Alumina Ltd plant on
the Shannon estuary has provoked an
unofficial dispute by the company’s
general operatives, members of the ITG-

The work involves the de-scaling of
one of the plant’s three digesters, work
the staff claim is traditionally carried
out by them.

Over 250 workers, including crafts-
men, refused to pass the pickets but
the remainder of the staff and work-
force, numbering 300, worked normally.

* %

Pickets have been placed on Leixlip
Reservoir, one of Dublin’s largest, by
AUEW maintenance fitters. The row
erupted when Dublin County Council
suspended two fitters for refusing to
operate new machinery at the reser-
voir.

The AUEW had previously lodged a
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pay claim for 7% to compensate the
workers for the extra duties and re-
sponsibilities which the new machinery
entails. Labour Court discussions are to
occur this week.

“Leixlip Reservoir supplies 20 million
gallons of water daily to DuhQn county
and\city.

* ® *

In'a major blow to Coleraine, Monte-
fibre, an ltalian-owned acrylic fibre
plant, has announced its closure, with
the loss of 250 jobs. The closure has
been described as ‘“catastrophic news
for the area” by Sinn Fein.

The plant is scheduled to close in five
weeks’ time and talks are to begin imme-
diately with the unions concerned.

LR

The 16 trade unions affiliated to the
twenty-six-county Labour Party are in-
creasing the pressure on Labour to break
with Fine Gael and precipitate an early
election. Demanding a ten-year morator-
ium on Labour’s participation in Coal-
ition, the secretary of the Trade Union
Group, John O'Brien, said that this would
improve the ined relati b

the unions and the party. The president
of the ITGWU, John Carroll, has added
his voice to this call, significantly upping
the ante for Dick Spring.

e
The 3,000-strong Psychiatric Nurses’
Association, as part of its campaign

against hospital closures, is to boycott the
transfer of patients from hospitals ear.
marked for closure.

The first action will take place in the
near future when nurses will retuse to
escort 600 patients from St Dympna’s
in Carlow and St Patrick’s in Castlerea,
Roscommon, to other institutions in the
South-Eastern and Western Health Board
areas. PR

In a report released this week by the
Economic and Social Research Institute
it is predicted that registered unemploy-
ment in the twenty-six counties will be
over 250,000 in five years’ time despite a
net emigration level of 15,000 per annum
until 1991. The report also says that
“any modest gains in jobs in industry,
services and construction will be more
than off-set by continuing job losses in
the agricultural sector”.

LB

The £25 million cut-back in the Pub-
lic Capital Programme announced in this
year’s Coalition budget will mean the
loss of a further 1,000 jobs in the con-
struction industry, according to the Soc-
iety of Chartered Surveyors. The cut-back
represents a 23% reduction in public
sector construction spending and this,
allied with the “virtual collapse” of
private construction, means the whole
industry is grinding to a halt.

* %

The 90 members of RTE's concert
and symphony orchestras are to strike
on Friday, February 28th. This stoppage
is described by a spokesperson as the
first in a campaign of “sporadic, strate-
gic action designed to highlight our case.”
Friday’s stoppage will be the first indus-
trial action ever taken by the orchestras,
and is over the failure of RTE to imple-
ment a 20% pay award in January as
recommended by the Labour Court.

One ITGWU source commented,
“RTE had already committed itself to
oaying the award, but the Dublin Depart-
ment of Communications intervened and
told RTE to re-negotiate. We have already
reached agreement with the station and
we have no intention of going back to
the negotiation stage again.”

The planned concert at the National
Concert Hall by the European Broad-
casting Union on Friday night has been

lled due to the stoppage.

~ Culture motio

A SUCCESSFUL proposal by Sinn Fein elected representa-
tive Jim McAllister that a sub-committee of Newry & Mourne

Council be set up to promote the Irish language brings to \

three the number of councils in the North which have set un
special committees to boost Irish culture.

McAllister made the proposal
at the monthly meeting of the
council’s tourist and recreation
committee. He told AP/RN.

“Before the local government
elections in May 1985, Sinn Fein
issued a detailed cultural mani-
festo which pledged, for the
first ume ever, to bring the issue
of Irish culture into the realms
of local government.

“The Newry & Mourne sub-
committee will examine ways in
which Irish can be constructively
promoted. Three of our five coun-
cillors are Irish speakers and are

aware of the excellent work being
carried out by Conradh na Gaeilge
in Newry and Camlough. This
sub-committee will complement
their work and offer them repre-
sentation.”

Sinn Fein has already ensured
the ¢stablishment of cultural sub-
committees in Fermanagh and
Derry councils. The inaugural
meeting of the Fermanagh sub-
committee, chaired by Sinn Fein
Councillor Tommy Maguire, who
learned Irish  while imprisoned
in Long Kesh, took place on Feb-
ruary 6th.

® JIM McALLISTER

Eiri Amach na Casca

SINN FEIN wishes to announce that as part of its celebral-
ions to mark the 70th anniversary of the 1916 Rising, a com-
memorative march and rally will take place in Dublin on Sat-
urday, April Sth. To make this occasion a fitting tribure 10
”.” those who have laid down their lives in the cause 0/
jrcc.dum over the past 70 years, Sinn Fein invites political,
social and cultural groups to attend. Bands are especiall
welcome and these should contact The Secretary, (0iSI¢
Cuimhneachain na Poblachta, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.
as soon as possible.




WHATEVER little sovereign
lay claim to was further ero

ty the twenty-six-county state
ded this week when the newly-

appointed justice minister, Ala i
4 o n Dukes, signed the E
Convention on the Suppression of Tenoris?‘n in s"as;::)r;;aan

The Convention allows for the
extradition of alleged offenders
between European states re-
gardless of whether their offences
are political or not. The treaty
lists acts ranging from the use of
srpa||~ams to the hijacking of
aircraft which, for the purposes
of the Act, are not defined as
political regardless of the motives
of those involved or the political
circumstances of the particular

country in which the act was
cummined. Therefore it also
applies to the extradition of

those — such as members of the
Republican Movement in Ireland
— engaged in legitimate national
liberation struggles. As such it
contravenes the widely-accepted
international practice of the non-

SINN FEIN president Gerry

H-Block escapees, are being

extradition of political offenders.

TRADE-OFF

: The signing of the Conven-
tion in Strasbourg on Monday,
February 24th, came as a direct
result of the Hillsborough deal.
Acceding to the treaty was part
of the trade-off between Garret
FitzGerald and Margaret Thatcher
and the major element in the in-
creased cross-border collaboration
sought by the British government
from the Free State.

Alan Dukes used the event to
make a speech on the London-
Dublin deal
the Free State’s membership of
the Convention was a concession
to the British.

A week earlier, the Coalition

Adams has criticised the condit-

jons under which Brendan McFarlane and Gerry Kelly, two

held in prison in Holland. His

comments came following visits he had with both men in
Maastricht and Overamstel prisons on Friday, February 21st.

Legal advice has been sought
about the unusually harsh condit-
jons both men are being held
under. The severe regime is at
variance with ‘the Dutch penal
system which is fairly liberal. It
is generally believed in Holland
that British pressure is behind
the implementatior: of these bleak
conditions.

The extradition hearing, at
which the British will attempt to
have both men returned to the
North, is set for March 11th.
Adams said:

“Sinn Fein will be endeavour-
ing to raise public consciousness
in Holland about the implications
of this extradition request.”

GERRY KELLY
ADAMS’ VISIT with Gerry
Kelly took place at 9am on
the Friday morning and last-
ed one hour:

! | found Gerry Kelly in excell-
ent spirits despite the severe
and punitive regime he is enduring
in Maastricht Prison. He is being
held in solitary confinement and,
apart from visits from his family
and solicitor, he has talked to no
one else since his arrest.

He is confined to his cell for
23 hours each day and is permit-
ted only one hour’s exercise on

@ GERRY ADAMS

the prison roof. He is being refus-
ed English-language papers and his
visits are closed.

Before each visit his own cloth-
2s are taken from him and he is
given other clothing. Following
the visit, this clothing is taken
back and he is given his own
clothes again. He is strip-searched
before and after each visit. Books
which have been left into the
prison for him have been held by
the prison administration.

In addition, Gerry is denied ,
access to Mass.

BRENDAN McFARLANE
ACCORDING to Adams, Ov-
eramstel Prison, where Bren-

extradition hearings in Holland.
expenses, Sinn Fein ha
All donations sl

Anyone wishing to ¢
McFarlane can write to t

Brendan McFarlane
Demersluis

Penitentiaire Inrichtingen
Overamstel

Bijlmer

Holland

(please send only chegques or mone
orrespond with Gerry Kelly or Brendan

hem at the following addresses:

ANTI-EXTRADITION FUND

ON MARCH 11th, Brendan McFarlane and Gerry Kelly face

To help cover the heavy legal

s established an anti-extradition fund.
hould be sent to 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

y/postal orders —no cash).

Gerry Kelly

Huis Van Bewaring

Te Maastricht

Willem Alexanderweg 21
An 6200 Maastricht
Holland

and admitted that
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Extradition treaty signeq

BY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA

©® ALAN DUKES

had signed an amendment to the
Treaty of Rome which will mean
that majority decisions on foreian
affairs and ‘security’ matters will

® (Above) A letter of protest is handed into

he binding on the twenty-six-
county government. Foreign 2if-
airs minister Peter Barry repor-
tedly lhiad to intervene to explain

-Februury 27th, 1986 - Leathanach 5

Freo Siste ‘neutrality’ at a meet-
ing of EEC foreign ministers on
Tuesday, February 25th. The
meeting discussed in detail mili
tary matters including nuclear
~issiles
NATO STRATEGY

In effect, the meeting
used as a forum for discussion
of NATO strategy — the Free
State being the only non member
in the EEC. Barry’s polite object-
ijons carried little weight given
that the Free State had just
signed both the Treaty of Rome
amendment and the Convention
on the Suppression of Terrorism

Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams described the signing of
the Terrorism Convention as “yet
another indication of the Coal-
ition government’s increasing will
ingness to institutionalise its coll
aboration with the British govern
ment and it ftlies in the face of
protests by Dublin about the
British judicial system.”

was

the Dutch Embassy in Dublin by Joe Cahill and Lucilita Breathnach of Sinn

ain while (below) a C ent i rendan
F hi picket is maintained on the embassy to protest at the solitary confinement of Gerry Kelly and Brend.

McFarlane

dan McFarlane is held, is
even more authoritarian than
Maastricht:

!I visited Brendan McFarlane
on Friday afternoon and was
with him for two hours, He is held
on 23% hours lock-up daily and
is permitted only half an hour ex-
ercise on the prison roof.

He is denied his own clothing
and is dressed in a boiler suit. He
had to wear a blanket over this
during his exercise period because
of the extremely cold weather and
he is also strictly segregated from
other prisoners.

His cell is searched daily and is
checked every half hour, day and
night. He is refused books. from
outside and although- he has per-
mission toget books from the
prison library, he is refused ad
mission to the library.

Like Gerry Kelly, Brendan
McFarlane is denied access
to Mass. ’

OF POLITCHL PRISONERS

BC Mofume < Gomn KEWy

i DUTCH RIS




Leathanach 6

atrip-searching

protest in Gommans

BY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA |

THE STRIP-SEARCHING of Martina Anderson and Ella
O’Dwyer in Brixton Jail was dramatically highlighted during

the British House of Commons debate on the r

Prevention of Terrorism Act
ruary 19th.

Four women antistrip-search
campaigners gained access to the
gallery of the Commons and un
furled a banner reading “Stop
the Strip-Searches in Brixton™
over the heads of the MPs. They
also threw hundreds of leaflets
with the words “800 searches
nothing found” among the MPs

The four women were then
attacked by porters. One woman
was knocked to.the ground and
had N ol L0 They
letained by police for three
the PTA debate had

were
then
hours until
enderl

REFUSED BAIL

On Tuesday, February 25th,
the London  Central Criminal
Court refused ball to Marting

Anderson and Ella O'Dwyer. At
the hearing the two women's
lawyers submitted a psychiatrist’s
report which said that the women
were suffering serious - mental
strain as a result of their treat
ment in Brixton

The court, which was held in

CONNOLLY BIOGRAPHER'S 1916 ANNIVERSARY LECTURE
DENOUNCES HILLSBOROUGH AGREEMENT

THE NATION STATE
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committee to further investigate
it. There was a heated debate on
an amendment which sought to
link the ICTU position with “an

| of the
on Wednesday evening, Feb-

private, refused to allow either
of the women to address it
Their lawyers are planning to

take the British Home Secretary,
the former direct-ruler in the six
counties, Douglas Hurd, to the
High Court for unlawful assault
and inhuman and degrading treat-
ment,

Also on Tuesday, Derry City
Council passed a Sinn Fein re
solution deploring the treatment
of Martina Anderson (who is from
Derry) and Ella O’'Dwyer. The
council also agreed to send a
delegation of four to visit all
Derry prisoners who are affected
by strip-searching

ICTU WOMEN'S

CONFERENCE
In Dublin on Friday, February
21st, much of the first day of
the Irish Congress of Trade Un-
ions’ Women's Conference was
taken up with the debate on strip-
searching in Armagh. The con-
ference voted to campaign against
the practice and to set up a

[__BY BRENDANKERR

=3

DESMOND GREAVES, biographer

daries of a state should coincide with the
extent of the community within the nat-
ion... Ireland is not a nation state because

going camp. for peace in
Northern Ireland” and a call on
“all organisations in Northern
Ireland to end their campaigns
of terror and violence.”

The amendment was passed by
only the narrowest of margins —
54 votes to 52.

An anti-strip-search picket in
the Diamond, Bellaghy, attracted
widespread interest on Saturday,
February 22nd, and several new
members were recruited to the
local committee.

Germaine Doherty, chairperson
of the South Derry action group,
said that anti-strip-search cam-
paigners are enthusiastically en-
gaged in examining other avenues
to highlight the torture of women
prisoners in Brixton and Armagh.

BRIXTON PICKET

Also on Saturday, over 30
people picketed Brixton prison to
demand an end to the brutal
treatment of republican remand
prisoners Martina Anderson and
Ella O'Dwyer.

The pickets will be continuing
every Saturday for the next four

weeks.

ater rates

ampaign
resurgence

DUBLIN Sinn Fein
water rates following

for non-paymen ;
eral) peopiesfor P d County Council have officially

Dublin Corporation an
abolished the rates.

Extensive distribution of an
initial run of 40,000 leaflets
began in Dublin on quday,
February 24th. Sinn Fein is call-
ing on people to resist the Ia!e_st
demands for arrears and to ig-
nore the calls for them to fill
in waiver forms. The leaflet
says: : 3

“Water rates are unjust in
principle and are a double tax-
ation — they should be opposed
right across the board for those
reasons.”

Sinn Fein Councillor Christy
Burke has tabled a motion far
the March meeting of Dublin
City Council calling for a total
amnesty for all those who have
refused to pay water rates.

OFFALY

In Edenderry, County Of-
faly, gardai clashed with anti-
water rates demonstrators on
February 18th when Offaly
County Council officials tried to
cut off the water supply to a
water rates resister in the Green-
wood Park estate.

In a statement, Sinn Fein’s
local representative in Tullamore,
Emmet Walsh, has pledged the
party’s support for the Green-
wood Park tenants and the Nat-
ional Association of Tenants’
Organisations (NATO) in their
stand against the water charges.
He continued:

“Sinn Fein calls on all water
rates resisters to mobilise their
communities to resist bully-boy
tactics by the authorities. We

ein has launched a new campa_ign against
the threatened prosecution of sey-

t of arrears — even though

also appeal to council and cor-
poration workers not to allow
themselves to be used by the
Labour/Fine Gael government
in its campaign. to try and
squeeze the unjust water rates
tax out of people.”

NATO & ACRA

NATO and the Association of
Combined Residents’ Associat-
ions have also recently launched
a new campaign against service
charges, including the demand
for amnesty for those in arrears.

Sinn Fein councillors through-
out the twenty-six counties will
be supporting these demands in
the council chambers in the
months ahead.

“the s

the six counties and lost its mantle as
of the north

n de-

of James Connolly and historian
of the Irish Transport & General
Workers’ Union, opened the lrish
Sovereignty Movement’s 1916 70th
Anniversary Lectures series last Thu-
rsday, February 20th, with a lively
contribution entitled The Nation
State.

With a vigour and enthusiasm that
belied his own 70 years of age, Greaves
held his Dublin audience’s attention for
the full 90 minutes as he outlined im-
perialist and capitalist attempts throughout
history and right up the Hillsborough
agreement of today to subvert the right of
nations 1o national sovereignty and self-
determination.

CONCEPT

Attempting to define the concept of
‘the nation state’, Greaves said “the boun-

part of the nation is outside the state.”

As Greaves described the Western pow-
ers’ economic exploitation of their colon-
ies by what he called the “/nvestment im-
perialism” of pumping money into a reg-
ion and then controlling the native poli-
tical framework, which in turn controlled
the local labour (“enslaving natives in
their own countries”), a cold chill must
have run up the spine of every multi-
national and Industrial Development Auth-
ority executive in the Free State neo-

colony.
¥ HILLSBOROUGH

The threat posed to Ireland and twenty-
six-county neutrality by treaties such as
the Hillsborough agreement was clearly
analysed by Greaves as being part of
“the tidying up of the defences of Western
Europe.””

If Britain failed to stabilise its rule in

fences of Europe,” he argued, then its
political, military and economic influence
throughout the world would also be signif-
icantly diminished.

“The British government has no eco-
nomic motive for remaining in the six
counties — that disappeared 25 years ago
when the ‘imperial contribution’ ended.

_ “The only thing that can conceivably
persuade the British government to spend
£2,000 million a year and get nothing in
return must be military and strategic. "

NEXT LECTURE
The next ISM lecture, on National
Sovereignty at the End of the 20th Cep-
tury, will be given by Gearoid O Tuath-
aigh of University College Galway at 8pm
on Thursday, March 13th. The venue is
the new ATGWU Hall, 55 Middle Abbey

Street, Dublin. Admission is free.

N



Toomebridge murder inquiry

paganda refuled

Brit

FOLLOWING the murder of 20-
year—t_)ld Francis Bradley near Too-
mebridge on Tuesday, February
18th, the Community for Justice
and Peace, an organisation headed
by Fr Joe McVeigh and Fr Des
Wilson, announced its intention to
hold a public inquiry into the latest
shoot-to-kill murder. Fr Des Wilson
said:

“We want to show people that you
don’t have to be the British government
to hold a public inquiry.”

According to Fr Joe McVeigh, “There
are a lot of very angry people in this
area who are demanding answers about
the killing of this young man. It is our in-
tention to take sworn statements from
any person who can shed light on the
circumstances before, during and imme-
diately following the killing of Francis
Bradley.

‘“We will publish the findings of the
inquiry as soon as possible.””

The Brit-inspired media line that sol-
diers “clearly working on intelligence
information — had apparently been ab-
serving the movements of three men, two
of whom were spotted carrying rifles
around outbuildings at a small holding
on the Castledawson-Toome road and
who ran off when challenged” (BBC
Inside Ulster report, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19th) was shown to be blatantly
untrue when one of the two men arrest-
ed following the murder, Colm Walls,
was released two days later without
charge. He is presently taking legal ad-
vice.

NOT TOGETHER

In an interview with AP/RN, he said

“At no stage were there three men to-
gether around the house.” He didn‘t
see Francis Bradley at all but had heard
he was coming to see about a part for his
car:
“The first thing | heard was Barney
Mclarnon (the second man arrested)
knocking at the front door. | couldn’t
let him in the front because there was no
key in the door so | went out the back
to walk around the house to see him. As
| turned the corner of the gable at the
back, | heard the most awful rattle of
shots which as far as | could work out
came from the backyard.”

Two days later, he saw how close he
was to death himself when he noted the

pro
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©® The funeral of Francis Bradley on Friday, February 21st

bullet holes around the back door from
which he had emerged. One bullet went
through the window of his elderly mo-
ther’s bedroom and ricocheted off the far
wall. Luckily she was in the living room
at the time. He continued:

“As | got to the front of the house |
was jumped on by several soldiers who
came running from McVeigh's carpark
and put me face down on the concrete
path below the window. Barney was ly-
ing a little bit away from me on the path,
both of us handcuffed with bags over
our heads. We lay like that for over
two hours with soldiers standing over
us. | never got speaking to Barney.”

FEELING

Feeling in the area is running very
high because most of the locals know
that Francis had suffered much harass-
ment. He had been offered £6,000
bribes to set up local republicans and had
received numerous death threats —
the last only two days before his mur-
der.

On Saturday evening, February 22nd,
a hastily-arranged roadside vigil outside
Colm Walls” house attracted over 100
people carrying placards demanding Bar-
ney McLarnon's release. The crowd swel-
led to over 200 on Sunday night and
they said they would continue to protest
until he was released. s

On Tuesday. February 25th, Barney

McLarnon was ed b, tne RUC with-
out charge

The Sinn F:zn person of
Magherafelt Counc h Mac Giolla

Bhrighde, said

“Following the shooting in which
Francis Bradley was killed, the RUC
issued statements to the media identify-
ing the murdered man as "‘a gunman’’
and the two others arrested at the scene,
as “gunmen who ran off and were cap-
tured.” With the release of Colm Walls
and now Barney Mclarnon, the RUC’s
attempts to cover up the murder of
Francis Bradley has been exposed.

“The media’s willingness to accept
without question the RUC version of

Murder
yictim
buried

THE FUNERAL of Francis Brad-
ley, who was murdered by a
British army undercover squad
near Toomebridge on the night
of Tuesday, February 18th, took
place last Friday, February 21st,
at a chapel a mile from his New-
bridge home.

A wide section of the community
in South Derry, numbering some
2,000 people, attended the ceremony
despite suffering the sort of RUC har-
assment usually reserved for Repub
lican Movement funerals.

Over 40 RUC landrovers surround-
ed the area and stopped and question-
ed mourners while a British army
helicopter hovered overhead.

Pupils and teachers from Francis
Bradley’s old school in Magherafelt
lined the road in silent tribute as his
coffin was borne to the cemetery.

Sinn Fein was represented at the
funeral by Councillor Mitchel Mc-
Laughlin and Martin McGuinness.
Once again tendering Sinn Fein’s
sympathy to the Bradley family on
their tragic loss, McGuinness con-
demned the blatantly heavy RUC
presence as “provocative and in
sensitive and obviously intended to
perpetuate the lie that Francis Brad-
ley was one of three men challenged
while in possession of weapons at the
time of his death.”

Homes

BY NUALA DOHERTY. 1

THE HOME of a West Belfast family was ransacked by a
joint British army/RUC raiding party in the early hours of

Thursday, February

20th. And in a return visit to the same

house on Tuesday, February 25th, the RUC arrested 46-year-
old Frankie Dougan under Section 11 of the Emergency
Provisions Act and brought him to Castlereagh Interrogation

Centre, even though Dougan
epsy.

In a four-hour raid on the Dou-
gan home, the raiding party tore
up kitchen and bathroom tiles
and used sledgehammers to smash
the concrete floors beneath. Deep
gouges were made in the bath-
room walls and in an upstairs
bedroom a six-inch square hole
was cut in a plasterboard wall.

Meanwhile, a Coalisland family
is still recovering from its trau-
matic experience at the hands of a
large ‘force of RUC personnel
who raided their home on Wed-
nesday, February 13th.

Following the arrest of 19-year-
old Seamus O’Donnell, the RUC
launched a vicious raid on the

suffers from angina and epil-

home of his parents, Maisy and
Hugh O’Donnell. Besides assault-
ing those in the house at the
time of the raid, the RUC subjec-
ted the family to a barrage of sec-
tarian abuse.

When Hugh O’'Donnell asked
to see the search warrant an RUC
man waved a piece of paper but
would not allow him to examine
it. When O’Donnell persisted in
demanding his . rights he was
grabbed by the neck and thrown
against the wall.

PUNCHED AND KICKED
The O’Donnells’ pregnant dau-
ghter, Dolours, went to the aid

ransacked

of her father but she too was
thrown against the wall, After
being punched and kicked, she
was arrested and taken to Dun-
gannon Barracks where she was
charged with assault.

During a thorough search of
their house the women in the
O'Donnell home had to endure
continuous  sexual harassment.
Micky Quinn, the boyfriend of
17-year-old Nuala O'Donnell, was
dragged from the house and bru-
tally assaulted before he was
charged in Dungannon Barracks
with assault.

Nearly four hours after they
had entered the O’Donnell home,
the RUC left at 1am. However,
throughout the night two jeep-
loads of UDR soldiers sat out-
side the house and kept up a
barrage of verbal abuse and noise
directed against the O’Donnells.
The next morning, at 8.30am, the
RUC returned ta the O’Donnell
home and resumed their search
operation for another five hours.

events also raises the whole issue of the
independence and impartiality of the
press.”

| in raid

-l g & nE
@ Michael Dougan examining some of the damage done by the British army/
RUC raiding party
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HE Dublin Council of Trade Unions was
formed in the rather inappropriately‘n'amed
and long-since-demolished Odd Fellows Hall
on Dublin’s Southside on March 3rd 1886.
The inaugural delegate meeting of 27 unions had
its origins in an exhibition in 1884 where the work of
Cublin artisans was shown. Thirty-four unions were in-
volved in the'show and the regular meetings required to
set the display up impressed upon the unions the need
for a central body in Dublin to represent the needs

of labour.

In its formative years, the
DCTU was totally dominated
by the craft unions and was in-
clined to be somewhat arro-
gant in its attitude to the
general worker, taking the
view that labour and capital
should not be antagonistic to
each other but should instead
work together for the promot-
ion of native industry. With
this outlook the DCTU pre-
sented no threat to the poli-
tical, social or industrial status
quo and, not surprisingly, att-
racted the patronage of es-
tablishment figures such as the
Catholic Archbishop William
Walsh, unionist alderman Ro-
hert Sexton and Lord [veagh.

HE trades’ council
saw its role as being
“a useful medium in
3 [settling of disputes” be-
tween employer and work-
er; its officers acted as
arbitrators in disputes and
were  often successful.
With this type of repu-
tation, the DCTU rapidly,
expanded and by 1890
had trebled its affiliated
membership to 81 unions
and acquired large new
premises in Capel Street.

At the outset, the DCTU
stressed that it was non-poli-
tical yet, by its very nature,
the council found itself deal-
ing with politicians in their
role as employers and public
representatives. The inevitable
conflict which arose led to an
increased radicalisation of the
DCTU itself and a realisation
that workers must be repre-
sented on public boards “by
workers instead of capitalists
and seedy adventurers.”

This awareness led to a de-
cision in 1898 to establish &
Labour Representation Com-
mittee (LRC) with the objec-
tive of standing in election on
a workingclass ticket (LRCs
were also established in Bel-
fast and Cork).

CSLRISPIN AND CRISPINIANJLM.
GENTLEMEN'S BOOTMAKERS

elections of
fielded 11

local
LRC

In the
1898, the

candidates in Dublin, eight of *

whom were elected, three of
them being returned as alder-
men after heading the poll
in their local wards. Unfor-
tunately, personality clashes
and a lack of confidence
among those elected quickly
wrecked the LRC and no fur-
ther elections were fought un-
til 1912. But politics of a radi-
cal republican nature were be-
ginning to emerge within the
trades’ council itself and it is
worth noting that the decline
in allegiance to the  parlia-
mentary Nationalist Party and
support for Sinn Fein occurred
in the DCTU many years be
fore it manifested itself on the
national level.

ADICAL  republi-
cans like Michael O’
Lehane, P.T. Daly
and Peadar Macken emerg-

.ed as leading lights in the

trades’ council in the early
1900s and, in alliance with
the more socialist dele-
gates, managed to remove
the conservative elements
from positions of influ-
ence in the Council. This
was made possible by the
changed nature of the
Dublin labour movement
after the 1908 carters’
strike.

Led by Jim Larkin, the
carters’ strike marked the
emergence of the general work-
ers as an organised force with-
in the trade union movement
through their union, the Irish
Transport & General Workers'
Union. Larkin’s success as an
organiser and motivator, allied
with the militancy of the un-
skilled worker, set the stage
for the ‘Great Lock-Out’ of
1913. The forum for the ra-
dicalisation of the labour move-
ment during these years was
the Dublin Council of Trade
Unions, and the progressive

— i B

@ The DCTU centenary arrangements committee: (/eft to right) Mige M;(:;nh

was also a committee member but has been unable to parti
i —— =
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®The 1914 natio

grouping around Larkin (which
included James Connolly)
meant that the nature of the
DCTU was utterly changed.

Its emergence as the cam-
paigning voice of workers fri-
ghtened the employers and
William Martin Murphy res-
ponded by setting up an em-
p_loyers' organisation, the Dub-
lin Employers’ Federation.

In August 1913, the em-
p!oyers tried to suppress Lar-
km"s militant union by re-
fusing to employ any ITGWU
members. This led to a lock-
out which lasted six months
and saw a period of untold
hardship and misery for Dublin
workers which was marked by
street violence, sympathetic

| executive of the Irish Trade Union Cam;ves-ltﬂ
W.E. Hill, Richard O’Carroll; (seated, /eft to right) Thomas MacPartling

cipate in itvywark due |
e, St

strikes and the espousal

revolution by James Con Iy 5
While the struggle was ed

u
by the ITGWU, the vies’
council played an I pofant ¢
co-ordinating role b-\ s Il:s :
i was establ’s
committee i

which all unions report®
through which funds :nd S4BB=
lies were channs‘lm".\l
height of the LockOu
DCTU's president, W P8
ridge, accompanied La

England on his 'F
campaign to rally End'
ers in f

union’s fight. 5
ended in February 191

neither side winnind ¥
victory and the D

ing to organise " °
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Trade Unions
v 1886-1986

return to work. However, the
spirit of Dublin’s workers was
unbroken and this was ably
Jemonstrated in @, 10,000-
strong May Day rally that
same year.

NE month earlier,

in April 1914, the

Dublin Council of
Trade Unions approved
the formation of the Irish
Citizen Army (ICA), de-
scribed by Lenin as “the
first Red Army in EUr-
ope”,

Under the leadership of
ames Connolly, a trades’ coun-
cil delegate, ICA units march-
ed alongside the labour move:

-

y Behan, Jerry Shanahan, Des Bonass, Paddy Teahy (Mai Clifford

iam O'Brien, M.J. Egan, Thomas Cassidy,

ment to mark May Day 1915.
1915 also saw the DCTU
playing an important part in
opposing the First World War
and British government att-
empts to introduce conscript-
jon in Ireland. R d
Against a massive opposit-
jon ‘campaign by the employ-
ers and newspaper barons, the
DCTU's president, Farren, con-
tested the May 1915 by-elect-
jon on an anti-war, pro-trade
union, pro-suffragette ticket
and came within 600 votes of
winning. His manifesto had
peen written by James Con-
nolly- .
gy this tME,
had aligned the
the Irish Republican

Connolly
ICA with
Brother-

hood and the lIrish Volun-
teers and in Easter Week 1916
they rose in rebellion against
British rule, The aftermath of
1916 left the DCTU in dis-
array: Connolly and Michael
Mallin were executed; Richard
O’Carroll and Peadar Macken
iied in the fighting; W.P.
Partridge died as a result of
prison conditions; Farren, P.T.
Daly, William O’Brien, Cathal
O’Shannon and Thomas For-
an were all interned in Eng-
land, All of the DCTU’s and
ITGWU's records were seized.

HE rise of Sinn Fein

in subsequent years

caused divison with-
in the trades’ council’s
ranks. In 1917, the DCTU
refused to participate in
the Sinn Fein convention,
arguing that they would
only attend a labour move-
ment convention.

O’Brien and Farren were
sent to explain the DCTU'’s
attitude but instead stayed and
made a significant contribut-
ion to the Sinn Fein con-
ference. Other trades’ coun-
cils attacked them for this
and a train of events was set
in motion which eventually led
to a split in ‘March 1919,
with O’Brien establishing the
rival Dublin Workers' Council.
The split was a tragedy for the
working class and the great
possibilities that were wasted
are evident by the fact that
in early 1919 the trades’
council won support from Dail
Eireann for the advanced Dem-
ocratic Programme.

The split continued until
the late 1920s and the two
sides were not reconciled until
1928. By this stage the diff-
erences had become irrelevant
in the face of a successful em-

¢ ployers’ onslaught and a de-

cline in the number of union
members. The re-united coun-
cil affiliated itself to the
Irish Trade Union Congress
(ITUC) and the Labour Party,
but by 1930 the political and
industrial wings of the labour
movement voluntarily parted.

HE 1930s and 1940s

were dominated by

the political rise and
retention of power by
Fianna Fail. Fianna Fail
attracted widespread work-
ing-class support and gen-
erally had the support of
the DCTU for its social
and economic policies, par-
ticularly their policy of
protection of native indus-
tries.

This period is also marked
by the role the trades’ council
played in all major disputes in
the Dublin area: builders’ la-
bourers in 1931; transport in
1935; the building industry for
six months in 1937; municipal
workers in 1940; and primary-
school teachers in 1946. During
this time the DCTU had many
of the powers of the present-
day lrish Congress of Trade
Unions. The DCTU had the
machinery for centralised wage
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bargaining ani for handling
inter-union disputes. It also
took on a more militant
political role and when Fianna
Fail attempted to bring in a
wages freeze and a trade union
bill the council launched an
opposition campaign. Massive
demonstrations were organised
and a special paper, Workers®
Action, was produced. The
trades’ council was also in the
vanguard of the Dublin move ﬁ
ment against fascism and dem-
onstrations were organised a- &4
gainst O’Duffy’s Blueshirts.
The Irish Trade Union Con-
gress split of 1944 (basically
over the national question) had
its mirror image in the DCTU
and a rival grouping, the Dublin
Trades’ Union Council, was
formed. Throughout the 1950s,
both bodies were active on
social issues, particularly un-
employment, price increases 22
and the provision of free public
transport for pensioners. Var-
jous attempts to mount joint
actions were fruitless until
1955, when a combined Conn-
olly commemoration was or
ganised. Congress re-united in
1959, but, due to various
difficulties, it wasn't until
1960 that the two Dublin
councils merged. The new
constitution of the ICTU sever-
ely restricted the role of
trades’ councils in the sphere
of industrial relations and inter-
union disputes. Corresponding-
ly, the DCTU expanded its
activities into an increasingly
agitiational role and during
the ‘60s it played a prominent
part in the campaigns of the J
Dublin Housing Action Comm-
ittee. It also organised demon-
strations against EEC entry and
for the retention of proportion-
al representation.

ea |

HEN the North ¢

erupted in 1969

the DCTU adopt-
ed a position supportive 6f
the Civil Rights movement
and when internment was
introduced they opened a
fund for internees’ depen-
dants.

At this time, links between
the DCTU and the Belfast
council were strengthened. Sin-
ce 1969, the DCTU has con-
sistently adopted motions in
support of the nationalist peo-
ple; it supported the 1981
H-Block hunger-strike and -is
currently active in the anti-
strip-searches campaign.

In recent years the DCTU
has spearheaded the campaign
against the PAYE taxation
system. The peak of the cam-
paign came in 1979 when the
DCTU organised a 100,000-
strong demonstration to Lein
ster House, undoubtedly one
of the largest demonstrations
ever seen in Dublin.

And the DCTU hasn't ig-
nored its obligations towards
the city’s unemployed workers
either.

Jerry Shanahan, vice-presi
dent of the DCTU, says that
four years of hard work will
shortly bear fruit when unem
ployed centres will be set up
in Tallaght, Bonnybrook and
the North Inner City to act as a
focus for local jobs campaigns
and to provide ‘drop-in’ facilit-
jes, advice and assistance for
the unemployed.

The history of the Dublin
Council of Trade Unions clearly
shows that, while taking a lead-
ing role in defence of working:
class economic interests, they
have never lost sight of the
importance of national libera-
tion as part of the equation for
sacial liberation.
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Parents
convieted

THREE members af the Concern
ed Parents Against Drugs move-
ment in Dublin have been found
Alty of 'watching and besetting’
the house of the notorious 'Ma
Seker’ in Cathedral View in the
Libertios

The Nolan family, widely be
lieved 10 be involved in drug
pushing, forced out of the
arna by the local community and
the CPAD last October

On Monday, February 24th,
Carmel Hickey, Terr, Molloy and
Thomas Butler were convicted in
a Dublin court of the ‘crime’ of
being present outside Ma Baker's
home and shuuting ‘Pushers out!”
The three were givan the Probat
won Act

A spokesperson for the New
Swreet  Concerned Parents alter
wards commentnd

“We sull cannor believe
parents  whu ok many
27ainst  nutorious  drugpushers
to ger them out o! their ates,
and our children wut of danger,
should stand convicted In a so
called court of law.”"

Young
socialist
support

AT THE SCOTTISH conference
of the Labour Party Young Soc
ialists in Glasgyow last weekend,
delegates overwhelmingly suppor-
1 a motion calling on the Lab.
our Party’s Scottish executive to
campalgn against British repress
1on in Ireland.

The motion urges a campaign
against strip-searching, plastic bul
lets, the Prevention of Terrorism
Act and the Diplock courts

Sinn Fein was represented ar
the conference by Jo# Mc Ouillan
of Belfast

wore

that
risks

TORTHAI

An Cummn Cabhrach, Dublin Comm-
itte

January- £100: No 131; £50: 258

£25: 165; £15:- 213, 353, £10: 281,
350.

Divis Sinn Fein Draw:

February 15th: R.McCann, Hynes Bar
Dublin 400 Draw:

February 23rd:- L400

No 313, Scan

Reinharay, c/o Cole/Calley cuman
L100 , Ann Higgins, c/o Mc
Glage/Plant cumann; 14, Ms [ orbes
c/o Brian Dodrill, Cabra; 151, Eric
Walsh c/o Mick Reilly, Cabra; L75
263, Lamonn flanagan, Balbrigyan
283, c/o Ermie O°'Malley cumann,
Drumconara

for speakers

AS Easter Sunday falls this year on
30th March, applications for speakers
<hould be made no later than Friday,
February 28th. Applications should
be sent to:

An Runai

Coiste Cuimhneachain

na Poblachta

! lilies are

44 Parnell Square
Dublin 1.

Easter

available
from

Mrs Peig King,
29 All Saints Park,
Haheny,

Dublin 5.

Price Ir£15 per 1,000.

AS this is the 70th Anniversary of
the 1916 Easter Rising we expect the
demand for lilies to be greater than
ever sa place your orders as soon as
possible.

Applications |
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TERROR AT RENEWED

( BY ANN McKENZIE

THE DRACONIAN Preventlon of

Terrorism Act,

first enacted by a

British Labour government in 1974
and in force with various modificat-
ions since, was debated and once ag-
ain renewed by Westminster on Wed-

nesday, February 19th.

Notably this year’s vote in favour of re-
taining the Act, which has wide powers of
arrest and detention of ‘suspect terrorists’,

has substantially narrowed.

There were 169 votes in favour with 109

against,

Since 1974, 92% of those detained in

Britain have not been

subject

to any

charge and of the 3% who have, a third have
been charged with failure to co-operate

with questions at .ports.

Very

few have

been charged and imprisoned for more than

a year.

Therefore the PTA is a gross violation and

infringement of civil

liberties and

since

1984, when its arrest and detention powers
were extended to cover ‘international terror-

ism’,

it is being increasingly used to intimi-

date ethnic minorities (other than Irish) and

political activists in Britain.

ailin Fein in Nottingh

REPRESENTATIVES from SWAPO, the Philippines, CND,
Cyprus, South Africa and Sinn Fein addressed a meeting on

the theme ‘War and Peace?’

February 20th.

Sinn Fein was represented by
Padraic Wilson of Belfast at the
meeting which was organised by
the Overseas Students Bureau and
attended by over 100 students.

Last year the university regis-
trar had refused to allow the OSB
to invite a Sinn Fein speaker onto
university premises for a series
of events organised under the title
‘Terrorists or Freedom Fighters?’
As a result, the Students’ Union
Council sent a letter of protest
to the registrar as they believed
“that the university has acted
hypocritically in withdrawing per-
mission for the meeting and that
they have been politically moti-
vated in making this decision.”
They also pointed out that the

Progress

at Nottingham University on

decision was a complete contra-
diction of the “freedom of spee-
ch” policy held by the union and
the university itself.

HISTORY

In his introductory talk, Pad-
raic Wilson outlined the history
of Sinn Fein and traced the
development of the Irish struggle
since the creation of the six-
county state. Commenting on the
London-Dublin deal, he said:

““The whole deal is designed to
try and isolate the Republican
Movement. Concessions, if any,
are designed to give credence
to the lie that constitutionalism
can deliver change and wean away
support from Sinn Fein. Any

‘_LJ Ll...l :__l_l
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® PADRAIC WILSON
concessions or change, if it
comes, will not come out of the

Londen tribunal

“THE British Labour Party must adopt a positive policy of
Irish re-unification... and once in government set a date for
withdrawal,” Sinn Fein councillor Alex Maskey of Belfast
told a meeting of Labour Party members and Irish organisat-

ions in Britain at London’s
ruary 23rd.

The occasion was a tribunal
held under the auspices of the
Greater London Labour Party
despite efforts by the National
Executive Committee of the Lab-
our Party to halt it. A panel of
three barristers took submissions
from delegates as to why the Lab-
our Party should reject the Hills-
borough accord and should press
forward for a dialogue with all
parties, including Sinn Fein and
the SDLP, and seek the best
means of achieving withdrawal.

Sean Redmond, secretary of
Trade Unionists for Irish. Unity
& Independence, presenting their
submission, said, “The long-term

County Hall on Sunday, Feb-

implication of the accord was a
new alignment of the forces in
the two islands: British with-
drawal in return for [reland be-
coming part of the Western mili-
tary alliance.”

This unease was echoed by
other speakers, including Alex
Maskey, who said, “The London-
Dublin agreement, instead of
being a stepping stone to a uni-
ted Ireland could well be a mill-
stone round the necks of repub
licans and pationalists.”

SUBMISSIONS
Submissions to the tribunal
were made by Labour Party or-

ganisations and constituency part-
ies, Irish solidarity organisations
in Britain, the Labour Party Black
Sections  Steering Committee,
trade unions and trade union
pressure groups.

The SDLP, who had given a
verbal undertaking to attend,
failed to turn up,

Almost all of the submissions
condemned the practice of strip.
searching in Brixton and Armagh,
the draconian powers of the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act and
Emergency Powers Act, the acti-
vities of Diplock courts and paid-
perjurers,” the use of plastic bull-
ets and the shoottokill policy.
They also expressed concern for
the denial of civil liberties to the
nationalist population and urged
an end to the Labour Party's
bi-partisan policy and of their
support of the loyalist veto.

goodness of the hearts of either
the British or Irish establish-
ments, but from the resilience and
determination of the nationalist
people who have been struggling
for over 16 years.”

Calling for support for the
struggle for Irish freedom, he
concluded:

“People must ask themselves
if the right to national self-deter-
mination and sovereignty for Ire-
land rests with the Westminster
parliament or the Irish people.
Having decided — as any true
socialist or democrat must decide
— that the right to national self-
determination and independence
rests with the Irish people, we
ask only that they work within
their own circles, groups or part-
ies, to achieve these rights. By
doing so you will help to break
down the wall of misinformation
surrounding the lIrish struggle.”

® ALEX MASKEY



BY KEVIN McCOOL

IN AN IMPRESSIVE display of nat-
jonalist solidarity and defiance, a
crowd of around 2,000 turned out
in Strabane on Sunday, February
23rd, to honour the memory of all
the fallen Volunteers of the West
Tyrone Brigade of Oglaigh na hEir-
eann. The date chosen for this com-
memoration was the first anniversary
of the cold-blooded murder by the
SAS in Strabane last year of IRA
Volunteers Charles Breslin and Mich-
ael and David Devine.

The commemorative march took place
after a week of increased harassment dir-
ected against the youth of Strabane, with
crown forces continually taunting local
people about the deaths of the three Vol-
unteers.

Early on Sunday morning, the centre of
Strabane was saturated by a large force of
RUC and access to Market Street (the start-
ing point of the march) was blocked off
by a line of armoured landrovers. Anyone
going towards Market Street was stopped
and questioned at length by the RUC. Also
on Sunday morning, sometime after 7am,
a Tricolour was stolen by the RUC from
Charles Breslin's grave, and after a second
Tricolour was erected in its place the theft
was repeated.

Far from producing the desired effect,
the behaviour. of the crown farces succeed-
ed only in stiffening the resolve of all'those
who assembled at the top of Bridge Street

at 2pm.
REFLECTION

The large turn-out, on a very cold day,
was a reflection both of the popularity of
the three local men in the close-knit com-
munity and of the bitter and lasting mem-
ories among the people of Strabane of the
heartless treatment the Breslin and Devine
families suffered at the hands of the RUC
last year on the day of their sons’ funerals.

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBL
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. The march moved off at 2.30 and made
its way down Bridge Street, with the ban-
ners of several Sinn Fein cumainn and the
flaqs of two republican flute bands flying
defiantly in the wind. With two British
army helicopters flying overhead, the mar-
chers followed a two-mile route which
took them through the Strabane housing
estates of Innisfree Gardens, Patrician
Villas and Drumrallagh, where black flags
hung from the windows of houses in mem-
ory of the young Volunteers.

The march finally halted in the Fountain
Street carpark, beneath the hillside where the
three Volunteers were cut down and where a
memorial now stands. Armed RUC men hid
amongst the trees around the murder scene and
looked down at the platform.

POIGNANT

The main speaker, Sinn Fein elected repre-
sentative Martin McGuinness, brought Sunday's
commemoration to a close on a poignant note:

“There is a message in"what happened on the
night of February 23rd 1985 for all of us here
today. That message is the same now as it was at
the time of the 1916 Rising and when the British
government believed that, by the execution of
the leaders of the Rising, the Irish people would
be cowed into submission and into defeat. They
were wrong then and they were wrong one year
ago when they murdered three young men here
in Strabane. Your very presence in such large
numbers at this commemoration today is the
physical proof of just how wrong they were.””

Despite the many incidents of provocation

dead friends.
Late on Sun-
day night, an isol-

by crown forces during the day, the people of
Strabane refused to be drawn, dispersing at the
end of the march in a peaceful and dignified
fashion as a {jnal tribute to the memory of their

ated incident took place on the Ballycolman
_ estate in Strabane when a small group of youths
set fire to a van. lvan Barr, a Sinn Fein council-
lor, denied that this incident had anything to do
with the earlier commemoration

groups

ACE WORKERS and representative!
throughout the Derry area attended a community forum,
held in the Minor Hall of the Guildhall on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 20th, to debate the implications of the recent British
government onslaught on ACE-funded projects.

LIGNITE on the Loughshore
— The Case for Community
Survival, the latest publi-

cation of the Lignite Action ;
been condemned without

group in East Tyrone, was
launched at a press confer-
ence in Belfast’s Forum Ho-
tel on Monday, February
24th.

This well-researched and illu-
strated pamphlet was produced to
increase pressure on the British
government to hold a public in-
quiry into the environmental and
social impact of lignite mining
in the Moortown/Ardboe area and
around the Lough Neagh basin.

The press conference and laun-
ching of the pamphlet were app-
ropriately timed to increase pub-
licity before the issuing of the
prospecting licences, as the affect-
ed communities would be in a
much weaker position to state
their case after these licences
have been issued.

Nial Fitzduff, chairperson of

Lignite Action, called for an
environmental impact assessment

‘@ Members of Lignite

Action at the book launch:

4
(standing, left to right) Philip

Quinn, Paddy Mclvor, Tom Magher, Sean Mitchel; (seated, left to right) Pat Gri-

mes, chairperson Niall Fitzduff, Martin Devlin

to be carried out for funded
research into the implications of
lignite mining in the region and
for an urgent meeting with Brit-
ish government minister Rhodes
Boyson.

Lignite on the Loughshore will
be circulated amongst politicians,
universities and the media to
generate wider interest in the
crisis facing the people of East
Tyrone.

Invitations had been sent to all
the political parties by the organ-
isation but the only speakers
who chose to turn up to address
the public meeting were Fr Des
Wilson (representing the Spring-
hill and Conway Mill community
projects), Theresa Conway (Top
of the Hill Community Associat-
ion in Gobnascale, which had 12
ACE jobs withdrawn last Nov-
ember without any reason being
given at all), and Terry Robson
(a spokesperson for the ACE
scheme ad hoc committee which
has just been set up in Derry).

The SDLP again declined the
opportunity given to them to
substantiate their allegations whi-
ch heralded the beginning of the
political campaign against ACE
employees in Belfast and Derry.
The continuing cowardice shown
by the SDLP on this issue pro-
voked angry outbursts from some
of those in the crowd who have

any
evidence being produced.

TARGETED

Fr Des Wilson described how
the Conway Mill project in Bel-
fast was targeted last year by a
decision taken at the highest
level of the direct-rule adminis-
tration and how the ACE-funding
to the project was axed.

Several suqgestions were made
from the floor as to how Hest to
fight back against the cuts. Sinn
Fein's Mitchel Mclaughlin told -
the meeting:

“A system of discrimination s
being applied now, with ACE jobs
going only to ‘respectable’ groups
with safe and acceptable polit-
ics. | would ask these particular
groups not to take advantage of
this situation but to show solidar-
ity with their fellow ACE workers
in the many worthwhile commun-
ity projects now being curtailed.”
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and addresses should alway

ALL letters should
to: The Editor,
Republican Vs

SHOW-TRIALS AND
?AID-PERJURERS VIDEO
Bnm Thursday 27th February

Hunting Lodge
Dally fermot
DUBLIN

‘STOP THE ARMAGH

STRIP-SEARCHES’ PICKET

Spm 10 6pm Every Friday
College Green

{oppasite Trinity College)

DUBLIN

NIGHT AT THE RACES
Friday 28th February
Felons Club
New Lodge Road
BELFAST
DUNNES STRIKE

SUPPORTERS SOCIAL
Music by Workers’ Music Co-op
8pm Friday 28th February
Moran's Lounge
(near Ha'penny Bridge)
DUBLIN
Taille €1

SOCIAL NIGHT
10pm Friday 281h February
The No.5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Taille £1
Jrganised by the Ernic O'Malle/
Sinn 't ein cumann

SINN FEIN DANCE
Music by Huno Duncan
10pm to 2am
Friday 28th Februar
The Parting Gless
RAPHOE
County Donenal
Taill: £2.50
‘STOP STRIP-SEARCHES’
PICKET
11.30am 1o 1.30pm
Every Saturday
Brixton Prison
Jebb Avenue
LONDON
MASS PICKET
1pm Saturday 1st March

Guiney's
North Earl Street
DUBLIN
Organised by the

Sinn Fein Trade Union Dept

‘'STOP THE ARMAGH
STHIP-SEARCHES” PICKET
2pm 15 4om every Saturday

DUBLIN

IRISH NIGHT
Music by Drops of Brandy
Saturday 1s1t March
Ramblers Rest

DUNDALK
In a.d of Fianna E.reanr
IRISH NEUTRALITY
LECTURES

Speakers: Sean MacBnide, Tony
Coughlan, Patrick Comerford
4.30 to 7.30pm
Sunday 2nd March
Ashbourne House Hotel
ASHBOURNE
Cornty Meath
HISTORY OF

REPUBLICANISM
EDUCATION SEMINAR
Spzakers Gerry Adams
& John Jou McGirl
3pm Sunday 2nd March
Jackson’s Hotel
BALLYBOFEY
County Doncgal
Oryanised by Sinn Fein
‘STRIP-SEARCH: TORTURE’
PUBLIC MEETING
Speakers: Sean MacBride, (1
Anderson, Bricge Brown o
Des Wilson
8pm Thursday 6th March
O’Lehane Hall
9 Cavendish Row
(opposite Gate Theatrs)
DUBLIN
EXTRADITION APPEAL
FUNCTION
Featuring Circle
Spm Thursday 6th March
Terry McDermott Social Clul
Glen Road
BELFAST
Taille £1.50
SOCIAL NIGHT
10pm Friday 7th March
Thz No.5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Organised by Sinn Fein Youth

Arcades

A Chara

After a lengthy and de-
tailed survey carried out by
members of Dundalk Sinn
Fein on amusement arcades in
the town, the following sad
and disturbing facts emerged

We observed several young
people (average age 13 years)
going in and out of these pre-
mises. Our researchers visited
one of theso arcades, which
is situated between wwo of
Dundalk’s major schools. Hav-
ing entered the premises we
saw six people playing com-
puter games. After approach-
ing one of the youths whose
name was Michael, he told
us that he spent on average
£8 per weck. On Monday,
February 10th (mid-term), he
spent £7. When he was asked
where he was getting the
money he told us that he was
working around the house and
during school time he was
using his lunch money.

— During our survey we found
that peak times for these ar-
cades were during lunch time
(12.30pm to 1.45pm) and ‘bus
time’ (4pm 10 4.30pm). He
told us that an average of 30
of his school companions also
made use of the arcades. This
figure is, however, for one
school alone but, judging by
the variety of uniforms in the
arcade, the same figure prob-
ably applies to various schools
throughout the area.

Although youngsters were
not permitted 10 use ‘one-
armed bandits’ or poker mach-
ines and this may seem comm-
endable, when one counts up
the number of youths play-
ing the computer games, with
no cash return whatsoe:

]

|

cade owners hardly need 1o
take further advantage of the
wulnerability of young peo-
ple.

With a ‘fast-food takeaway’
attached to the premises this
arcade provides a double att-
raction to the youth of the
area

Already a number of school
children are undergoing coun-
selling to overcome their. add-
iction 10 computer gaming
machines.” There is a definite
link between petty crime and
these arcades — as with drug
addicts, young people are pre-
pared 1o go to any lengths
to pay for their addiction to
these machines. Sinn Fein calls
on the local authorities to
force these arcades to close
during school hours and en-
sure thar no persons under 18
yeors of age be allowed into
these ercades.

Dundalk has six. arcades at
the moment. During the past
week, Sinn Fein has become
aware that several businessmen
plan to apply for licences
to open more arcades and
we call on all the peoplo of
Durdalk to object to the
granting of these licences,

A Chara,

NIACRO says that it knows
of no conditians having to be
signed before release (for life/
SOSP POWs). Conditions must
be agreed to and one of the
primary conditions is a disa-
vowal of any republican bel-
iefs.

In December 1984, Nick
Scott (the NIO prisons boss)
was asked by a POW if mem-
bership of a political party
such as Sinn Fein would jeo-
pardise an SOSP’s chance of
release. The answer was ‘yes’
because Sinn-Fein had stated
its support for the right of
others to engage in armed
struggle,

The NIACRO research must
have been fairly shallow if it
did not know of such condit-
ions.

Next, it admits that the
review has a political aspect
but “does not nacessarily com-
promise prisoners” since “they.
can say ~what they wish”,
Of course they can-say what
they wish, but unless they
say and do what the review
wishes, they have no chance
of release.

NIACRO says that it en-
courages prisoners to take part
in reviews but then admits
that it publi inf {

madla poist

POWs” WARNING

In a reply (in the establishment press) to our recent
statement which named organisations and individuals
as actively seeking to break republican unity by assist-
ing the British policy of hostage bargaining with pris-
oners, the Northern Ireland Association for the Care &
Resettlement of Offenders (NIACRO) makes a number
of points, some of which we believe to be ambiguous.

tical reviews procedure.

The review is a futile
device because it is based on
the concept of - reforming
criminal offenders. Republi-
cans In these jails are not
criminal offenders but poll-
tical dissidents of a colonial
state. We do not need re-
forming and we object to any-
one sending bulletins to our
families with the latest ‘ad-
vice’ and ‘offers of assistance”
on the review boards’ work-
ing.

In its fifth point, NIA-
CRO says that it has radically
criticised the reviews and
would prefer a judicial tri-
bunal, so that “/f governments
are making political decisions
about refeases (already conce-
ded, in point two) these decis-
fons should have to be justi-
fied in the open”. Before
whom? Before a hack judicial
panel consisting of the same
judiciary “which Incarcerated
the hostage 10, 12 or 14
'years previously? This contra-
diction already exists: NIA-
CRO's proposal is hardly likely
to resolve it.

The statement goes on to
say that NIACRO distances
itself completely from any

o r

about the review procedure
It is this combination of
publicising the reviews and
offering help in making repre-
sentations to them which is.
lendina credibility to the poli-

‘carrot-and-: to
releases, This is the crux of
our January statement: the
carrot-end-stick, or  moral
blackmail of our families not
just by one group, but a range
of groups, some cohesively

(the SDLP, Fr Faul, Peter
Barry & Co), some separately
(NIACRO, Probation Service
etc). <

The theory is to politi-
cally bring the families of hos-
tages away from the cause
espoused by the POWs and
thus weaken the republican
support base.

It is a complex procedure
and one which must involve
a controlled number of selec-
ted releases and therefore giv-
ing the families a sense of
individual hope. It is a stra-
tegy which was tried in 1972
and in 1974-75, using pris-
oners as hostages and bar-
gaining with the will of
families to move away from
revolution and to ‘constitut-
ionalism’. NIACRO is part
of that process.

Its recent high profile in
West Belfast, opening new
branches there and in Derry,
its. canvassing of our families
and efforts to replace the
existing PDF and Green Cross
Transport shows how it is
targeting the ‘heartsand minds’
of our families, if not for this
year then for the coming
year.

NIACRO calls itself an in-
dependent body. We see it as
closely linked with the system
in its devious plans to destroy
our struggle. We want nothing
to do with its offers.

We are being held as poli-
tical hostages and NIACRO is
merely a channel for the kid-
nappers’ propaganda message
and demands.

Republican POWs,
H-Blocks,
Long Kesh.

included, even when
i

Only combined action by
parents, teachers and elected
reps can put a swop to this
exploitation of vouth by un-
scrupulous arcade owners who-
se only motivation Is money,

Fintan Tracey,

PRO,

Dundalk Sinn Fein.

The
Stewhouse

A Chara,

Ballyfermot  Sinn  Fein
would like to highlight the
danger posed to local children
in the Kylemore area by an
abandoned building which has
been gutted by fire and is
owned by the Dublin Voca-
tional Education Committee,

The ‘Stewhouse’ was form-
erly run by the Catholic
Social Service Conference as a

@ Jimmy Del

soup kitchen but is now in the
hands of the VEC's solicitors
after laying derelict for the
past two years.

The Dangerous Buildings
Section of Dublin Corporation
has told us that the condition
of the building is the respo
bility of the VEC, but despite
letters and other attempts to
get a response all we've been
getting Is the runaround.

Kids are still playing on the

ey outside the ‘Stewhouse’

roof, half of which has rotted
away, and sooner or later
someone’s going to be serious-
ly injured a result of the
VEC's wilful neglect.

The ‘Stewhouse' should
either be developed as a
resource/recreation centre or
otherwise demolished altoge-
ther. Whatever happens, action
needs to be taken urgently.

Jimmy Delaney,

Ballyfermot.

not for pu
ation.

Feis Atha
Gliath

A Chara,

Beidh Feis Atha Cliath ar
sidl | mbliana 6 Feabhra 264
go dti Marta 17d. Beidh na
comértaisi rince ar dtus ar an
Feabhra 26 ag criocnd leis na
Craobh Comortaisi ar an
Dombhnach, Marta 24.

Beidh na Comortaisf Scoile
ar sidl on Marta 60 go dtf an

Marta 164.
The cream of Irish dancers
from all over Dublin will

compete at the Dublin cham-
pionship to be held in the
Matt Talbot Hall, Dublin, on
March 2nd. The championship
will run for the whole day and
includes all age groups.

Anyone interested is wel-
come to attend any of these
events: Aithriseoireacht, Mar-
ch 8th; Ceol agus Coir, March
9th, Dramafocht, March 16th.

c.6 Qalligh,

Baile Atha Cliath.

Fowler
guts

Dear Editor,

As a group of social
work students we would like
to take this opportunity to
express our concern about the
Social Security ‘reforms’ pro-
posed by Norman Fowler and
the Conservative government.

Our concern is based on
the fact that the reforms |
proposed are in fact cuts
which will have the effect
of reinforcing the North’s
position as the most disadvan-
taged region in the ‘United
Kingdom’, The reality of the
so-called reforms will be that
the most vulnerable sections
of the community will suffer
and"that thousands more fam-
ilies will be pushed into the
poverty trap. The relationship
between poverty and social
problems is a clear one and it
is on this premise that we base
our concern.

Consequently we wish to
lend our support to those
groups who are involved in the
combat against poverty and
those who are actively cam-
paigning for benefits.

A group of concerned
social work students,
Queen'’s University Belfast.

©® NORMAN FOWLER




Deceptions,
deceptions...

BY AINE MARTIN

VOU !ﬂIGHT TI:!INK there’s a problem with radioactive
g out of Sellafield

Counterpoint featured Ge-
offrey Priest, a PR man from
British Nuclear Fuels Ltd
(BNFL) which runs the Sella-

field plant. During a studio
discussion with various ill-
informed folks — including

some university professors —
who were worried about the
fact thst the Irish Sea is the
most radioactive stretch of
water in the world, Geoffrey
admitted that there had been
‘between five and ten’ ser-
jous accidents in the plant. He

were five or ten serious acci-
dents and the little matter of
BNFL understating the am-
ount of pollution by 4,000%
shouldn't worry us unduly.
Afer all, Geoffrey said that
the problems were “more per-
ceived than real” and had
been highlighted because of a
“Jot of hassle in the media”
instigated by nasty anti-nuc-

You might think

m.( policemen beat people up. You might ev

en be
concerned about these problems. But there’s raa|l3 no
cause for concern. | know this because | watched Coun-
terpoint on Thursday night and Panorama last Monday.

danger involved. He also said
that you can’t put a price
on environment and human
life. Geoffrey thought this
was “naive — everything has a
price,” and it's “just nor
wqrm It to reduce the poll-
ution to levels that are abso
lutely safe”, =
So now you know...

Over on BBC1 on Mon-
day night, Panorama was bus-
ily tying to correct our
Pperception that young black
people were the victims of
abuse and brutality at the
hands of British police. This
perception Is so widespread
that even young blacks have
it — they dislike and mistrust
the police who, they appar-
ently imagine, beat them up.
It's all very distressing for
the police, as you can imagine.
A deputy-assistant commiss-
ioner of the London Metrop-
olitan Police explained that
young black people “percelve
that they‘re stopped more of-
ten” than white folk. It was
difficult to explain this mass

lear groups.
Despite being lzught out
lying on several and

despite their twisting of the
figures, BNFL is puzzled.
“| don‘t know why people
don’t believe us — it’s up to
peaple Tke your,™ said Geoff-
rey, turning to Brian Black,
the presenter. He evidently
doesn’t think the media are
fulfilling their proper function
in this area.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, a Greenpeace repre-
sentative told us that no fuel
had been reprocessed in the
US since 1972 because of the

““Maybe they
read poison propaganda put
out by monitoring groups”.
The London police have
been very successful in giving
the impression that they're
biased and brutal towards
young people, especially
young black males. So much
so that 70% of young black
men said in a recent survey
in Islington, an inner-city bor-
ough of London, that they
would never co-operate with
the police. Fifty per cent of
them had been stopped and
searched by the police — they
actually thought they were

The lost city

BY MAIRTIN MACDIARMADA

son.

In Frank McDonald’s book
The Destruction of Dublin, we
sece how those changes were
brought to bear in the city
centre. It is the story of how
insatiable property speculators,
aided and abetted by so-
called planners in Dublin Cor-
poration and the Free State
government, conspired to des-
troy the fabric of the city. The
result is all too plain to see
today .

Most young people can on-
ly appreciate the character the
city once had from photo-
graphs or the writings of Bren-
dan. Behan or James Joyce.
They have inherited streets full
of glass and concrete monstros-
ities, parking lots, derelict sites,
gambling arcades and US-style
fast-food joints. It is living tes-
timony to the change in econ-
omic control from the native
Free State gombeen class of
shopkeepers 10 the age of the
‘entrepreneurs’, the bankers

FEJ CITIES in the world have been transformerl as
Dublin has in the last 25 years or so. The changes which
have taken place in the environment of Ireland’s capital
have coincided with major social and economic develop-
ments which have affected the

ives of every Irish per-

and multinationals.

This in not a book about
Georgian Dublin, Frank Mc-
Donald argues — and it is an
argument which republicans
should understand and de-
velop that the environment of
Dublin belongs to its citizens
and they must have the right
to determine its future. What
has happened is that the
supremacy of private property
has been reinforced.

Dublin has been shaped
not by the needs of its people
put by the profit-seeking
double-dealing of the property
speculators. McDonald chroni-
cles how street after street,
terrace after terrace was bo-
ught up, allowed to fall into
decay and sold at vast profits
w0 be replaced with high-rise
office blocks.

Meanwhile, the communi-
ties of Dublin's inner city were
(are) being shifted out to far-

flung suburbs from the area

being harassed.

The Panorama programme
was anxious to create a few
perceptions of its own. One
was that Labour councillors
have no interest in stopping
crime and that they sctuallv
hinder the prevention of crime
by raising annoving questions
about civil rights etc. Ano-
ther insidious little plug was
that most criminals are black
people — almost all suspects
under arrest that we were
shown during the programme
were black youths,

Television s a medium
where the image is the message
and where every picture tells
astory.

The name of the game is

® The Sellafield (formerly Windscale) nuclear plant in Cumbria

ough from home to be com-
fortable,

To interview a recent visitor
to Castlereagh would be cutting
too close to the bone and,
what’s more, would give vali-
dity to criticisms which have
been deliberately ignored for
so long.,

And yet, for those who
know the reality, things are
not so different in this- coun-
try. ‘Maria’s’ description of
the humiliating experience of
sexual harassment at the hands
of her torturers conjures up
images of strip-searching in
Armagh

Bukovsky's experiences’ in
‘The Box' equate with solitary
confinement in the H-Blocks,
jilligan and Portlaoise:

not

On Monday night, Channel
4 broadcast an episode of the
Survive series entitled Torture
and Interrogation. Leading
with the line that “more than
one-third of the governments
represented at the United Nat-
lons inflict torture on their
citizens”’, the programme was
very selective in content.

The three’case-histories ex-
amined were predictable in
their ‘acceptability’: ‘Maria’,
tortured ‘somewhere in South
America’; Vladimir Bukovsky
a Soviet dissident; and Nick
Rowe, a US soldier taken
prisoner in South Vietnam.

All were probably con-
sidered by the programme pre-
senters as ‘a safe bet’ — far en-

@ The Central Bank, Dublin
where they had lived for gen-
erations. In the 25 years up to
1981, the population of West-
land Row parish fell from
30,000 to just over 6,000.

The way this depopulation
was achieved was described by
a local priest in 1974:

“Intimidation is happening.
A woman in Mount Street

comes to me trembling with
fear every week saying, ‘| am
being pushed out, bullied out
of the area’. We have a social
sarvice centre and free legal ad-

“A bare unheated room, a
board to lie on, one blanket,
no books, no exercise period
and no escape from monot-
ony.”

And Nick Rowe realised,
as do many victims of British
ard Irish ‘justice’, that “co-
operation, even in the slightest
demands, can lead to relentless
pressure”’.

But Armagh, Portlagise,
Long Kesh, Magilligan and
Castlereagh are all too close
for comfort and certainly too
close for criticism — they are
not ‘safe bets’.

The presenter felt that
Britain offers little assistance
to victims of torture “because
we have never known such
fear and because our freedoms
have been given and not

vice, but most of the older
people feel isolated, intimi-
dated end afraid... Power, in-
fluence and money are the
deciding factors, not people.”

ANOTHER STORY

But there is another story
to be told which McDonald
does not cover in the book
the fate of those moved to the
new suburbs throughout the
1970s. New estates without
proper services or
have umng up, from the foot-

resources
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fought for”. It is clearly
nearer the truth that Britsin
is guilty of similar crimes
herself — to offer succour (o
victims of barbarism in which
you engage yourself would be
the ultimate irony

“People are complaining
about corruption and dishones-
ty in government. Inadequate
progress has been made in
renovating old houses. What
is built is badly built. A
housing crisis remains.

“There is corruption and
abuse of regulations; party
members do not understand
the problems of the people,
for they see them only from
the back scats of their limau-
sines. There are accusations of
jobs for friends of politicians
and even manipulation of the
judiciary.”

Sounds familiar, doesnt it?

But Nick Gowing of Chann-
el 4 News was speakinn, not
of Britain or Ireland, but the
USSR. In a sombre tone he
listed what he saw as the
failures of government in that
country — the eternal scape
goat of Western propaganda.

The misery and deprivation
caused by capitalism in Britain
and elsewhere is there for all
1o see, but this doesn’t prevent
the British establishment from
pointing an accusing finger at
foreign (usually socialist) gov-
ernments.

Those who live in glass
houses shouldn't throw stones.

hills of the Dublin Moun-
tains to the Liffey Valley in
the west to the fields of Fin-
gal in the north.

In these working<lass areas
it is the people themselves
w~ho have had to provide the
somrmunity services which the
suthorities neglected. The un-
employment and deprivation
which the authorities had con-
tribited to was out of sight
and out of mind of the politi-
cians in the seclusion of Dub-
lin 4 or the villas of the south
city.

ESSENTIAL

In the last few years, peo-
ple have started to move back
into the city centre as the Cor-
poration — 30 vears later —
realises that housing there is
essential to the life of Dublin.
The new houses and flats thau
have been built show what kind
of environment could have
neen made if the Corporation
had planned for people and not
profit before the rise of mons-
trosities like the Central Bank,
the Bank of Ireland in Baggot
Street and — most notorious
of all — the Civic Offices on
Wood Quay.

Frank McDonald's
contains many lessons ab-
out environment and it’s a
book that should be carefully
read by everyone.

@ The Destruction of Dublin,
by Frank McDonald, Pub-
lished by Gill & McMillan,
price Ir£7.95.

book

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S
DAY EVENTS

BRIXTON PICKET
(Women only)
Bpm Friday 7th March 10
8pm Saturday Bth March
Brixion Prison
Jobb Avenue
LONDON
EXHIBITION
(Stalls, info, music & creche}
12 to 5pm Saturday Bth March
O’Lehane Hall
9 Cavendish Row
DUBLIN

WORKSHOPS ON
REPRESSION
10am 10 1pm Saturday 8th March
Whiterock Community Centre
BELFAST
-
ARMAGH PICKET
Prominent speakers
4pm Saturday 8th March
Armagh Jail
ARMAGH
Armagyh buses
Belfast: Dunvilje Park 2.30pm
(phone 223214 for bookings)
Dunloy 1pm, Kilrea 1.15pm
Clady Corner 1.30pm
Bellaghy 1.45pm, Gulladuff 2pm
Maghera 2.10pm, Toome 2.30pm
Newbridge 2.45pm
Magherafelt 3pm
SOCIAL
Women only
Various artistes
8pm to 1am Saturday 8th March
Teachers’ Club
36 Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Taille £2 (€1 unwaged)
ANTI-STRIP-SEARCHES
RALLY & MARCH
Prominent speakers include
ex-POW and POWSs’ relatives,
Sara Roelolfs (London Labour
Party women's spokesperson)
1.30pm Sunday 9th March
Beuchmount ta Busy Bee
BELFAST
Dublin buscs leave Municipal
Ant Gallery, Parnell Square,
at 11am — taille £7

WELCOME HOME
SOCIAL
i or Paddy Ouinn, Colm Murmphy
& Dan McGuinness
Music by Perfect Alibi
9pm | riday 7th March
Old Border Inn
KILEEN
County Louth
Taille £2 (bar extension)
Oryanised by
Belleeks Sinn Fein

" DAY SCHOOL ON IRELAND
F eaturiny workshops, videos
bookstalls and a social evening
with live music from 7.30pm
Speakers. Christine Crawley MEP
and representatives of Sion Fein,
Labour Commiztee on Irelard,
IBNG, Armagh Women's Group
10am to 5pm Saturday
22nd March
Highfields Workshop
Maidstone Road
LEICESTER
Orqanised by the Labour Party

BALLAD NIGHT
Music by Shebeea
Saturday 30th March

KILCURRY
County Louth
Taille £1.50
Organised by Sinn Fein

DINNER DANCE
Music by the Knights
10pm to 2am Sunday 30th March
Lake of Shadows Hotel
BUNCRANA
County Donegal
Taille £12/StgE10
(Includes 5<course meal and
free £100 Draw)
Free bus from Derry
Organised by Sinn Fein
F or details phone Buncrana 81587
between 6pm and Bpm
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Inniskeen
veteran dies

JIMMY KIRK, a life-l bli

aghan, died on February Slh at. 85

from County Mon-
years of age. His death broke another

link in the living chain which binds the young republicans of today to

the IRA veterans of the Black and

A highly-respected man, Jimmy in
his youth had been a leading member
of the famous 4th Northern Division
IRA which carried out many successful
operations in the North Louth, South
Armagh and South Monasghan arcas
during the Tan War and the Civil War

Tan War.

when it was one of the few Northorn
Divisions which stayed with the rapub-
lican side.

Jimmy took part in many enyage
ments and in later life he delighted in
recounting the episodes of this period
1o anybody who was Interested in

hearing. He remained o republican
supporter all his life and was always
ready to offer advice and assistance
to the young people who continus
the struggle to this day. Ho was an
uncle of Martin Kirk, a well-known
republican activist who died at a young
age lost year.

Mombers of the Mcegan/Harvey
Sinn Feln cumann, Inniskeen, |o|m.~d
veterans In
guard of honour for the Trl:uloul~
draped coffin of Jimmy Kirk, whose
funeral was proceded by a lone piper
to Drumcatten Churchyard A very

large crowd attended the funeral

The Republican Movement extends
sympathy 1o Jimmy’s widow Mary and
10 his family, Eddie, Paddy, Gerry,
John, Mary and Bridget.

Dunioy Volunteers honoured

THE second anniversary commemoration of the deaths of
IRA Volunteers Henry Hogan and Declan Martin was attend-
ed by seven bands and upwards of 2,000 people in Dunloy,
County Antrim, last Sunday, February 23rd.

In brilliant sunshine, the flute
band named in memory of the
two fallen Volunteers made its
way to the graveyard accom-
panied by a colour party. Two
dozen wreaths were laid while the
parade was closely watched by a
larye force of RUC and a circling
nelicopter. Bands on the way to
the commemortion had to nego-
tiate up to seven checkpoints and
the usual tirade of abuse from the
RUC. The procession then :nade
its way to the spot where the two

Volunteers had fallen and the
commemoration’s chairperson,
Sinn Fein Councillor John NDavey,
called on Gerry O’Hara from
Derry to give the oration.

He opened by saying that the
mention of the names of the two
Volunteers brought many personal
memories not only to those who

knew tnem personally but to
republicans everywhere:
“They are remembered as

freedom fighters of Oglaigh no
hEireann who once again asserted

in arms that the British presence
does not go unopposed in North
Antrim.”

Going on to speak about the
Hillsborough agreement, he said
that it was no solution and “our
hope_lies in the fact that the
British are running out of solu-
tions. With discipline and deter-
mination we can force them to
their final option — withdrawal.

“These two Volunteers knew
that by their sacrifices that they
would carry our struggle to
eventual victory. We should reded-
icate ourselves to the removal of
every aspect of the British occupa-
tion of Ireland.”

Clonmult comme

THE STORY of Clonmult ranks high in the republican history of East
Cork as one of great heroism on one hand and of savage barbarity on

tie other.

A total of 14 young men of the
Irish Republican Army died as a
direct result of this engagement which
took place on February 20th 1921 at
the height of the Tan War

Acting on the word of a paid
nformer, the cottage at Clonmult
which was serving as a training camp
for the East Cork Flying Column was
surrounded by crown forces. The first
casualties of the fyht were Michaol
Desmond and John Joe Joyce, who

had spotted the approaching troops
while filling the Column's water
bottles at a nearby spring. They died
in a hail of bullets, but not before
they had managed to - warn  their
comrades of what was happening

Three more M chael Hallahan
Richard Hegarty and James Aherne
were killed while attempting to brea
through the cordon of troops which
now surrounded the cottage.

For a ume the surviving members
of the Column held out in hope that
the one man who had managed to get
through could bring help, but the
opposite happened. The British were
reinforced by o contingent of Black
and Tans

FAILURE

After the failure of a second
escape attlempt from the now blazing
cottage, 1 was decided that surrender
was the only remaining option. Having
neutralised their weapons, the men

marched out of the cottage, only to be
met by raking gunfire from the Black
and Tans. The first seven men to
emerge — Liam Aherne, Jeremiah
Aherne, David Desmond, Christopher
Sullivan, Donal Dennehy, Joseph Morr-
issey and James Glavin — were killed
instantly, while  nine others only
survived due to the intervention of a
Siitish officer. Two of the nine, Paddy
O’Sullivan and Maurice Moore, were
later executed by the British,

Last Sunday, February 23rd, these

oration

14 men were remembered at the Holy
Rosary Church graveyard, where 11 of
them are buried.

Pipers of the Volunteer Pipe Band
led contingents from Cumann na mBan,
Cumann na gCailini and the general
public in a short march to the plot.

After the wreath-laying ceremony,
the Last Post was sounded by Christy
Murphy and a short oration detailing
the events of Clonmult was deljvered
by Pat Walsh of Cork Sinn Fein,

Chairing the ceremony, Gearoid
Mac Carthaigh then called on the Cork
Volunteer Pipe Band to close the

proceedings with the national anthem,

Reagan Aid

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN is pulling out all the stops to
;sl momslld to the hard-pressed Nicaraguan Comu! At the moment,
Congun has limited “humanitarian assistance’ to the tune of $27
million per annum, but Reagan wanu that figure increased to $100
million. He has descnbed this as “a reasonable approach to an un-
reasonable situation.” The head of the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee, Richard Lugar, said that the aid would be mixed:

“Thirty million dollars of ‘humanitarian aid” and $70 million covert
2id.” ‘Covert’ in this case means military.

The request for more aid for the
Contras Is just a drop In the ocean
compared to some of Reagan’s other
recipionts and the overall package
of foreign aid that Reagan has pre-
sented to Congress for 1986 — 2
staggering $16.3 billion. If Congress
passes this package (and Reagan app-
ears confident that it will), then re-
pressive regimes throughout the world
will receive a boost beyond their
wildest dreams.

TOP OF THE LIST

Top of the begging-bowl list is
Israel, which expects its aid package
o increase from $3 billion to $4
billion. Pakistan hopes to receive
$1 billion, where Turkey is looking
forward to $1.2 billion, an increase
of $320 million. The Afghan rebels’
bill runs at $470 million and this is
expected to rise to $600 million as
the anti-government forces become
more particular about their weaponry.

In Central and South America,
beneficiaries will include El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Chile and
Panama. The Duarte regime in El
Salvador, which Is ‘surviving’ on
$1 million aid per day, has request-
ed that this figure be upped to 2
minimum of $2 million a day. Sub-
sidies to the other countries will

either double or at least remaln
stable.
A new recipient of Reagan's

generosity will be the badly-shaken
Angolan Contras of UNITA. The
White House has decided to help
UNITA's attempts to destabilise the
democratic yovernment of Angola.

To date, UNITA's backing has
come from the racist regime in South
Africa — with a little help from the
US — but the South Africans have
had to pull in their horns as the do-
mestic situation becomes increasingly
serious.

@ A Turkish mass-trial

urkey

LAST YEAR, the E P

on human rights abuses m Turkey As a result it passed a resolution
on October 23rd condemning the Turkish regime and calling on the
‘move rapidly towards a restoration

Turkish government to
of human rights in the country.””

That was the 12th resolution pass-
ed by the Strasbourg parliament
since September 1980, the date of
the Turkish army’s coup d‘etat —
resolutions which have been com-
pletely ignored by the Turks. Also
in July 1982, five European coun-
tries — Sweden, Denmark, Norway,
the Netherlands and France —
reported Turkey to the European
Commission for Human Rights for
numerous violations of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights.
After nearly four years of pussy-foot-
ing around with the case, the Europ-
ean Commission persuaded the five
countries to drop the issue last De-
cember. This was in return for the
Turkish regime's to

d d the Balfe Report

formally charged by the military
prosecutor.

MINERS

At least 1,000 miners are due to
be prosecuted for taking strike action
last year. This is not the first time
that the miners have felt the iron
fist of repression.

On May 17th 1985, one was sen-
tenced to d-a(h 12 to life imprison-
ment and 608 received sentences up
to 20 years — for occupying a coal
mine!

Young people are also feeling the
military regime’s repression.

The regime has tried to create a
state of mmd in young people that is

“‘easing human rights restrictions.”

Meanwhile, the regime has shown
its willingness to comply with the
European Commission's requests by
sentencing 11 members of DEV-
YOL to death, ten to life imprison-
ment (‘life imprisonment’ means
life), and a further 373 to sentences
of up to 24 years.

In another trial, 66 members of
the Turkish Peace Association have
been arraigned for suppu"lll\n the
Helsinki

y loyal to the regime:
‘“We want to create a new kind of
human amongst our youth.*

Their success in this field can be
gauged by the fact that, in 1984,
1,700 young people committed sui-
cide, the vast majority of whom were
at college or university,

One example of the regime's
terror tactics was a police raid on a
hostel for female students. In the
middie of the night the 1,150 female
students were woken by the ann.

So far, six of the leaders have been
sentenced to eight years each. Ano-
ther 450 members wre expected
to appear in court as soon as they are

., ‘Do not leave your
rooms. We are searching for poli-
tical elements.*

At the end of the search, students
were taken away for ‘virginity tests’.
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eath of

Michedl O Chuinn

Michedl 0 Chuinn (Mick Quinn) of Swinf,
x Tuesday, February 18th. On Wednesl;‘-:rd
his funeral moved from the District Hos,
A republican guard of honour accompanied the hearse. Th
. e

church.

e\;ec‘o“nle (:Vih igh Eo, diec
/ evening, led by alone pjper,
pital, Swinford, to the :-‘:isf;

coffin was draped with the Tricolour.

Michedl O Chuinn was a lifelong
republican- He worked with the
Republican Movement from the “20s,
In the early *30s he was in charge of
Flanna ireann in the Swinford area
and was on the staff of East Mayo
Brigade, Gglaigh na hEireann. He
worked diligently with the GHQ of
Oglaigh na hEireann, and his duties
prought him in contact with, amongst
others, Sean McCaughey, who died on
hunger and thirst strike in Portlaoise
prison in May 1946.

Micht was himself imprisoned
an the early '40s and saw the inside
of Mountioy Jail end Arbour Hill
prison. When his sentence was up, he

Was not released but was interned
without trial in the Curragh Camp

On Thursday, 20th February, his
funeral to Kilconduff Cemetery ;nok
place after Mass. His niece, Sr Patricia,
and nephew Micheal Campbell, will’;
the choir, sang hymns | nGasilge.

Again the guara of honour accompanied *

the hearse, and there was a very large
crowd at the funeral, including former
comrades, who had seen imprisonment
and internment,

Mick Geraghty, a close friend and
p.r[son :0r|1rade of Micheal, introduced
Sinn  Fein vice-president John Joe
McGirl, who gave the oration:

“Bhi fhios ag Micheél nach mbeadh

sa dtir seo, go dtf go mbeadh
ireadh le riail na Breataine Int.
Thulg sé go ralbh bealach amhdin le
sin a dheanamh, agus se sin_arm na
Breataine a ruaigeadh 6n tir. Thuig sé
g0 raibh an gniomh seo  dhéanamh go
calma ag Oglaigh na hEireann 53
xogadh insna sé condaethe.

“As well as being part of the
struggle of Oglaigh na hEireann,
Micheil O Chuinn was proud of the
resistance of the ordinary people of
the occupied portion of Ireland.
Michesl O Chuinn saw things clearly,
he was not misled by false prophets,
and the deviousness of politicians at
home and in Britain.”

Sympathy was extended on behalf
of the Republican Movement to his
three daughters, their families, and to
his many relatives. ”

| measc laochra na hEireann go
raibh a anam dflis.

saoirse
c

Fra

Stagg

commemoration

A COMMEMORATION held outside Wakefield Prison in England on
sunday, February 16th, honoured the memory of Frank Stagg, who
died on hunger-strike there ten years ago on February 12th 1976.

The 30 people at the commemora-
tion included representatives from
groups in Birmingham, Derby, Notting-
ham, Manchester, Sheffield and Leeds.

The oration was given by Eddie
Caughey of the Republican POW

wifered almost continual solitary con-
fimement and abuse.

“Despite his declared wish for a
republican  funeral, Frank Stagg’s
body was snatched by Free State
forces who buried him and poured

ete over his grave. However, the

Campaign C i Bir
who spoke of Frank Stagg’s spirit
during his imprisonment and his
refusal to accept the conditions impos-
ed on him:

“Frank never accepted that he was
anything but a political prisoner. In
striving for his just demands, he

Republican Movement saw o it that
Frank Stagg’s wishes were carried out
and his body now lies in the graveyard
in Ballina, County Mayo, beside his
comrade Michael Gaughan who also
died on hunger-strike in a British
prison.”

ended by

calling on
everyone to remember those POWs
still ingarcerated in English jails and

Caughey

called on people 1o redouble their
efforts to secure the prisoners’ de-
mands.

CLARKE, Anthony; McCOMB, John.
(England.) Happy birthday and best
wishes for the future, Tony and John.
From the Relatives Committee for
POWSs In England.

CLARKE, Anthony. (Wakefield.) Be-
lated birthday greetings, Tony. From
all the Fitzsimons famlly.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Happy
birthday, Paddy. Thinking of you
always. From your loving wife Etta.

XXX

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlacise.) Happy
birthday, Daddy. From Linda, Pat-
rick, Gerard, Carmel and Barbara.
DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Happy
birthday, Grandad. Lots of love from
Lisa and Martina.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Happy
birthday on March 1st, son. You're
always In my thoughts. See you
soon. All my love. From Mammy.

XXX

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Wish-
ing you a very happy birthday, my
dear brother. From your loving bro-
ther James. xxx

Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Loving
greetings to my dear Paddy on March
1st. Always thinking of you. From
your loving sister Alice and Tommy,
Manchester.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaolse.) Many
happy returns to our Uncle Paddy.
All our love from Phllip, Devana,
Paul and Mark, Xxx

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaoise.) Happy
birchaay, Paddy, and good health in
the future. God bless. From Julla,
Frank and all your friends In Finglas.
DEVINE, Paddy. (Portiaoise.) Happy
birthday, Paddy. It won't bo too
long now., Keep smliling. From Ann
and Dermot.

KIND, Sean. (Portlaolse.) Best wishes
»n your release Sean. From P. Kehoe.
MCCHRVSTAL, Sean. (Portlaoise.)
Birthday greetings to our son Sear.

Beannachtai

The prison bars divide us and we
are far apart, they have you In thelr
keeping but we have you In our
hearts. Lots of love from Mum and

Dad.

McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlaolse.)
Happy birthday, Sean. Have as nice
a time as possible. From Marle.
McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlaoise.)
All the best on your birthday. See
you soon. From Carmel, Mickey
and the boys.

McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlaolse.)
Love and best wishes on your birth-
day. Thinking of you always. From
Janet, Marcus, Jay and Caltriona.
McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlaoise.)
Happy birthday to our brother Sean.
Always thinking of you. From your
sisters abroad and from Pat and

Carole.

McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlaolse.)
Happy birthday and pest wishes,
Sean; your next will be spent In
freedom. From Nuala. xx
McCHRYSTA Sean.

McCHRYSTAL, Sean.
Happy birthday
Sean. From all at No. 20.
McCHRYSTAL, Sean. (Portlacise.)
All the best on your 21st birthday.
Regards to all. From Mary and
Patrick, Buncrana.

McCOMB, John. (Long Lartin.) Hap-
py birthday and best wishes, lLove
from your wife Teresa and daughter
Marla. xx% ¥

McCOMB, John. (Long Lartin). Birth-
Jay greetings to you son. Love and
pest wishes from mum, Elizabeth
and uncle John.

McCOMB, John. (Long Lartin). Hap-
py birthday to you, John. Best wish:
es (rom: Hugh, Briege and kids and
from- Eligene, Damlien, Theresa and
Kids.

O'DWYER, Ella. (Brixton.) Happy
birthgay, Ella. Tlocfaidh ar la. Fromn
Martna (Brixton).

O'DWYER, . (Brixton.) Happy
birthday, Ella. Our thoughts are with
you goday ana always: From Beuy
ana the/Anderson family.
O'wWYER, Ella. (Brixton.) Happy
birthday, Ella. From Pat, Poter and

O'DWMER, Ella, (Brixton.) Happy
birthday and best wishes, Ella. From
Barry,' Mac and Slobhan, Drogheda,
County Louth.

McSHANE, Brian. (Portlaolse:) Hap-
py birthday, aear nephew, and all
God's; blessings. From Aunty Ellz-
abeth, Chicago.

McSHANE, Brian. (Portlaclse.) Hap-
Py thday, in. From Mike,
Poter and sisters, USA.

McSHANE, Brian. (Portlaoise.) Hap-
py birthiday, dear Uncle Brian. From
peter, Martin, Eamonn and Paul.
XXX

TUITE, Gerry. (Portlaalse.) Love and
sest wishes on your birthday, Gerry.
There's nothing like a bit of body
heat to keep out the cold at your
age! Missing and thinking of you

always. From your loving flancee
Monjca. xxx
TUITE, Gerry, (Portlaoise.) Love

and best wishes on your birthday,
son, From Mum, Dad and all the
famlly. Xxx
TUITE, Gerry.
wishes on your
See you some time.
K

(Portlaolse,)
birthday,
Love,

Best
Tweet.
Elleen

BAILEY, Sean. (10th Anniversary.)
ana loving memary of Vol
, 2na Bauallon,
Bol t Briqage, Oqlaigh na hi reann,
who was kllled lo action on [ b
13¢h 1976. | measc laochra na
hElreann 9o allls.
Always remembered by Sinn Feln
ceantalr Bhun na bhFal, Beal Feirste.
(10¢h Anniversary.) In

BEST, Paul.
proud ana loving memory of Paul
Besi, Bellasc Sinn Fein, who was

mortally woundea by Workers Pary
qunmen ana alea on February 18th
1976. Always remombered by sinn
Fein ceancalr Bhun na bhFal, Beal
Foirsie.
BELL, Gerara; DORRIAN, Ruberis
STEEL, Gerard. (14(h Anniversary.)
In proua ana loving memory of my
acar frienas, Vols Gerara  Bell,
Robert Dorrian any Gerara Sweel, ‘8"
Coy., 3ra Baualion, Belfase Briaade,
Daglalgit na hEireann, killea on acve
service on February 215t 1972, Mary,
Queen of the Gacl, pray for them.
For those who think of tiem 100ay,
a licle prayer o Jesus say. Romem
berea- by Paaay and Hannah Fiz-
simons ana family.
BRESLIN, Charlie: DEVINE, David;
DEVINE, Michael. (151 Anniversary.)
In proua ana lovina memory of \'ols
Charlie Breslin, Davia Oevine ana
Michael Devine, Oalalgh na hEireann,
who were murdered by the SAS on
February 23ra 1985. From e
Seamus Harvery Sinn Fein cumann,
Ballybofey, County Donegal
BRESLIN, Charlle; DEVINE, David:
DEVINE, Michael. (15t Anniversary.)
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Charlie Breslin, Davia Devine and
Michael Devine, West Tyrone Brloade
Salalgh na hEireann, who were
murdered by SAS ierrorisis o0
February 23ra 1985. Fuair siad bas
ar son saolrse. UTP. Always remem:
berea by Brian, Lorna and kias, Ann.
ana

Pat ana kias, Paday Demopsey
Cormac King, Dublin.
CASSIDY, Patrick. (2nd Auniver

sary.) In proud and loving memory ol
Parrick Cassiay, Sinn Fein, Kilrea,
who alea on | ebruary 26ih 1984
Always rememberea by Danny and
family.

EWS, Thursday, February Z7th,

CASSIDY, Pauick. (2nad
sary.) In proud and loving memory
of Patrick Cassidy, Sinn Fein, Kilroa,
who diea on February 261h 1984
Always rememberea by the Jim
McGinn Sinn Fein cumann,

DUFFY, Paul. (Bth Anniversary), 'n
proud and loving memory of vol
Paul Duffy, Oglaigh na hEireane
County Tyrone, who was shot dead
by firitish occupation forces on Feb-
ruary 26th 1978 se Das 30
troid ar son saolrse mhuintir  na
N eann. Always remembered by i%
triands and comrades 11 Onlalgh na
nEireann, County Tyrone.

DUFFY, Paul. (Bth Anniversary).
' proud and loving momory uf
Vol Paul Duffy who was killed by
the British army on February 26th
1978, Always remembered by the
Anern/Paul Duffy Sinn Feln
cumann, Ardboe, Moortown.

(3ra Anniversary.)
memory of
Acmagh
who

DYNES, Eaare.
In proua ana
Vol tadie Dynes, Nonh
Brigaae, Oalaigh na hi lrcann,
was Killea on aciive service on March
15t 1983. | measc laochra na hEireann
40 raibh a anam ailis. Always romem
berea by his Iriends ana comraaes in
the Norh Armagh Brigage

loving

MAGEE, Joseph. (14ih Anniversary.)
In proud ana loving memory ol our
Jcar . (riena Vol Joseph Maaes,
Jalaigh na ni ireann, who was killea
an acuve service on february 2)st
1972. RIP. Masses afferca. The veacs

have qone by ana our sirugdie ques
on, ana we shall” conunue umil we
hear our frecaom call. Yoo pala che
supreme saceifice, 5o _slcap, brave
Irish soldier, steep. Never Jooiien

by Pacoy and Hannah fivsimons

ana family.

MARTIN, Declan. (7

a Anniversary )
y ot Vol

was killea
1984. 1

in_ acdan on | ebriary 2150

measc laochra na bl licaun 4o raibh
aan

the Maione/Martin Sinn | ei cumann,

Baile Acha Cliauh.

COMHBHRON

GOUGH. Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
hElreann, extends heartfeit sympathy
to the famlly, friends and comrades
of Vol Tony Gough, who was killed
In action on February 22nd. | measc
Jaochra na hElreann go raibh a anam
dlfis.

GOUGH. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family, friends and
comrades of Vol Tony Gough, a
dedicated ‘soclalist republican who
laid down his life for his people’s
freedom. From Derry Sinn Fein.
GOUGH. An Cumann Cabhrach, De:
ry, extends deepest sympathy to the
family, friends and comrades of Vol
Tony Gough, who was killed on act-
Ive service on February 22nd.

GOUGH. Deepesi sympathy is ex-
\wnoea to the family and frienas of
Vol Pacrick Tony Gouah, Oalaigh na
hEireann, who was killea on acuive
sorvice on February 22nd. Tioclaiah
ar la. From Nilly, Bogside, ana John
McDevit ana Doris (Crumlin Roaa),
McGovern, Paday Dempsey,
Brian; Lorna ana kias, Pat, Ann ana
kias, Dclla, Cormac King ana Mary
K., Dublin..

HURSON. Ocepest sympathy is ex-
tenaea 10 the Hurson family, Capp-
aah, County Tyrone, on the aeath of
their  father Johnny. RIP, From
Michael ana. Marie Tully, Drumlish,
County Longfora.

HURSON. Degpest sympathy s ox-
enaed 1o the Hurson family on the
recent aeath of their father, From
he Martin Hurson Sinn Fein cumann,
Longford.

HURSON. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tenaea (o the Hurson family on thei¢
recent bereavement. From the Casey/

McCreesh Sinn- | ein cumann, Narh
Lonafora

HURSON. Deejost sympathy (s ex
enaca 1o the |urson family ow heir
cecent saa Jass. | rom ihe Ashe,
Connelly Sinn | ein curnann, Balkina-
tee.

MURPHY. Deepest  syipatliv 1S
exicnaed o the lamily ol lohn
Murphy who aiea on L obiuary
)2:n. From his leonas ana coimaces

in Lona Kesh ana Armaah Jail

MURPHY. Dcepesi  sviipadiy (5
extonaca o the family ot tehn
Murphy who ~aiea on | coriary
124h. nis fricnas o Losay

Reovublican Prisoners Wellare.
LOWE. Decpest sympathy s
tended to the family, relatives and
friends of Gerry lowe. Ar dheis De
go raibh a anam naofa. [rom (he
republican prisoners (Portlaoise).
LOWE. Deepest sympathy s cx-
tended to the family and iclatives
of Gerry lLowe, a good (riend ol
republican prisoiiers and dependar
From the Dublin POW De partment.

“x-

LOWE. Dcepest sympathy is ox
tended to the tamily and rclatives
of Gerry Lowe, our iriend and com-
rade. From Lhe Portlaoise Prisoners
Relatives Action Commitiee.
MCAULEY. Suuith Down Sinn

Combhairle Crantair exwends ac

sympathy 1o Jim  Mchuley
Jamily on the acaih ol his wile
Philomena.

McGARRIGLE. Deepest sytnpathy is
exienaea to Seamns ana e McGarr-
dole family on the receny aeadhr of
(heir.mother. | rom Pagay Dunaoi.
McPHILLIPS. Deepesy sympailiy s
rxienaed o Pawrick McPhillips ana
his family on the recent acadh of his
father. I ron the republican POWSs in
Pualagise,

NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION

aiven in brackets is

{long mark) Thus we have do (duh) —

to or for and do (o) — two CH is
pronounced a in LOCH ERNE. D and
T before A, O wod U e thick ok en
with the tangue pressed ageinst the
upper front teeth. DH and GH are like
G far bock in the thraat

UIMHIR
2

fliuch (fl-yuch) — wet

tirim (tirim) — dry

geal (g-yall) — bright

dorcha (duruchuh) — dark

ramhar (rowr) — fat, thick

tanaf (tanee) — thin

lag (log) — weak

ldidir (lawdir) — strony

ard (awrd) — tall

NEI mé (neel may) — | am not

Nil t6 (neel tu) — you are not

Nil sé (neel shay) — he or it, is not
Nil s (neel shee) — she or it, is not
Nilimid (neelimeed) — we are not
Nil sibh (neel shiv) — you are not
Nil siad (neel shee-ud) — they are not
Nl mé ldidir — | am not strong

Nil tG fliuch — You are not wet

Nil sé geal innii - It is not bright
today

Nil si lag — She is not weak

Nilimid ramhar — We are not fau

Nil sibh ard — You are nat tall

Nil siad tana{ - They are not thin

Mé 'sé do thoil & (maw shay do hull
ay) - please (lit. if it is your will)

Nfi fonn orm (neel fown urum) — |
don’t feel like it

Nfl fonn orm dul amach anois ( — dull
amoch anish) — | don’t want to go out
now

Sléinte (slawntche) — good health
Deoch an dorais (dyuch an durish) —
the last drink, ‘drink of the door’

"%

W
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