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IRA VOLUNTEERS fired sustained volleys
of shots over the coffin of their comrade,
Seamus McElwaine, of the South Fermanagh
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, less than 24
hours after the 26.year-old County Monaghan
man was shot dead by undercover British
soldiers near the Fermanagh village of Roslea.

And on Wednesday of this week, earlier
suspicons that Vol McE lwaine was summarily
executed some time after he was Initially shot
were confirmed by a second man who was
injured in the same shooting incident but who
managed to conceal himself in the under
wrowth until the undercover soldiers had left
the wcene

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
SEEPAGES B AND 9
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IT WILL BE SOME TIME before the full extent of
deaths and injuries from the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster in the Soviet Union is known.

In the immediate aftermath, we are hearing
conflicting claims about the size of the disaster.
The dead and injured, the contaminated people
and environment have already become political
footballs in the East-West war of words. The veil of
secrecy and deception surrounding the nuclear
industry has been seen in the Soviet Union while
the hypocrisy of the British and United States
commentators has been even more blatant.

I

.WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS..

Volunteer killed in action

IN A TRAGEDY which overshadowed the week’s events,
IRA Volunteer Seamus McElwaine, from Knockacullion,

Knock

The British environment secretary, K h
Baker, has condemned the lack of information
from the Soviets. Such hypocrisy is to be expected
from the British government which, down the
years, has lied and deceived the world about its
own nuclear industry and its deadly dangers. The
horrific experience being suffered by the Soviet
and Scandanavian people who have been hit by
fall-out is a sample of what we in Ireland will
suffer if the ‘unthinkable’ happens at Windscale/
Seltafield or any of the other British nuclear plants
on Ireland’s doorstep.

In the face of the Chernoby| holocaust, Margaret
Thatcher has defended the ‘safety’ of British
plants, as the British establishment has always done
in spite of the disasters, fires, leakages and deaths.
They treat with contempt the health and lives of
those they threaten daily with their nuclear mad-
ness just as they di the cc q of the
nuclear weapons build-up.

As recently as last February, a Soviet commen-
tator, in defiance of all logic or common sense, said
of Chernobyl that the chances of disaster were one
in 10,000 years. It is little consolation to the
victims that an explosion may not happen again for
10,000 years.

Chernobyl is reported to be the biggest nuclear
accident ever, but it is just a damp squib compared
to the effests of dropping even one nuclear missile,
let alone tne thousands which are stockpiled by the
super-powers.

As AP/RN said in last week’s centrespread on
the nuclear industry, the real reason for its exis-
tence is the arms race, the military/industrial
complex and the ecc that it generates. A
handful of people — the elite political, scientific
and military leadership of the super-powers —
controls this threat to us all.

As a people struggling for an independent voice
in the world — on the side of the mass of the
population of this planet — we must continue to
stand up and decry the madness of those who
make us all potential victims of Chernobyl, Sella-
field, Three Mile Island, Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

llon, County Monaghan, was killed by undercover

British soldiers in the townland of Mullaghglass near Roslea,

County Fer h, early on S:

At the time of his death Vol-
unteer McElwaine was on active
service and a landmine intended
for crown forces was found in the
area where he died. In a t

jay morning, April 26th.

bags for hundreds of yards in

every direction.
The line remained closed for
several days, seriously disrupting
cial traffic by North

offering condolences to the Mc-
Elwaine family, the |IRA described
Seamus as “a courageous soldier
who, despite all the hardships
it entailed, immediately returned
to our ranks after the 1983 H-
Blocks escape”.
RAIL-LINK CUT

In a damaging blow directed at
the British government’s ongoing
attempts to present a ‘normalised”
image of their occupation of the
North, IRA Volunteers succeeded
in cutting the North-South rail-
link early on Monday morning,
April 28th.

On Sunday evening, IRA Vol-
unteers moved a 2001b bomb into
position beside the rail-line close
to the Kilnasaggart Bridge a few

and South.

CROSSMAGLEN
LANDMINE

An IRA landmine in South
Armagh on Thursday afternoon,
April 24th, left one British sol-
dier injured and three others
requiring hospital treatment for
shock. :

The ambush occurred shortly
before 2pm on the outskirts of
the Glassdrummond Housing Es-
tate, a short distance from Cross-
maglen. The 200lb Jandmine had
been hidden in a ditch, behind a
hedge overlooking the housing
estate.

The four British soldiers from
the Black Watch Regiment were

walking along within vyards of
each other when the bomb was
detonated. One Brit took the fyl|
force of the explosion and was
thrown several feet into the air
The remaining three suffered cuts
and bruises.

A large force of British troops
and RUC immediately moved into
the area from the nearby Cross-
maglen Barracks in a vain attempt
to capture the IRA Volunteers
involved in the operation.

BELFAST CAR-BOMB

In Belfast, a 500Ib car-bomb
was defused by a British army
bomb-disposal team on Sunday,
April 27th. The bomb was packed
into the boot of a car which was
sitting in York Lane, off Donegall
Street. In a statement issued later,
the IRA’s Belfast Brigade said

“Contrary to RUC and British
army claims, the 500/b bomb de-
fused on Sunday — for which a
telephone warning was given —
was not directed at the Orange
Order march which passed nesr
the scene a few hours later.”

hundred yards on the Northern
side of the border. The firing set
was primed and a command-wire
was laid back to a nearby hill
overlooking the line.

The Volunteers then waited
until 6.25am the following morn-
ing when a Northbound goods
train crossed the border. In the
early morning light, they waited
until the cab containing the
driver had passed the bomb before
detonating it.

The goods train was blown
apart by the blast and several
wagons containing fertiliser were
destroyed, scattering fertiliser

Spy-post
demolished

RESIDENTS in the Bone area
of North Belfast clapped and
cheered as a JCB ripped thr-
ough the walls of a British army
spy-post which was discovered on
Tuesday afternoon, April 29th.
Locals believe that the post,
situated in two derelict houses
at Ardilea Street/Oldpark Road,
had been used for observation
purposes by the crown forces for
the past two weeks. ~ * " °
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A CONFIDENT DUP lender,
lan Paniey, flow 1o London on
Wednedey of this weehk fov
Ok sbout talks” with seevor
British ovil servanty -~ ofa
» week of reminders Bt fve
months into the Londos Deb
lin agreemer the stustion of
nationalists i The sectecien
sixcounty stetdet showms no
sign of improversen)

Last Thursdey, Aprll 260,
the Brtish governmant con
firmad the the consortium led
by Marland and Wolf! had
been ewarded » €130 million
military contract for the firm
of » soris of new British navy
ships

Ay well s underlining Britain’y
Ontinuing sommitment 0 e
union, the dasl will give Britig
minstens 8 powerfyl carrot and
seh ol over the simos excius
ety oysli workfonme = the
Siate ownad! shipyard, which s the
fargast industrial unit in the North
Britash direct-ruler Tom King wam
o that any Over-fun 0 Gosts wos ki
jopardise subsdies and future con
tracts. The threat is clearly aimed i
aeterring further anti - Milighorough
walk outs by shipyard workers

Maanwhile, the witdes)read cam
pagn o attacks on Catholic homes
property, schools end churches con
e
the aarly "7T0s While the publc has
been Dombarded with dally reports
and slatstics of Wyalist attacks or
the RUC, Sinn Feain president Gerry
Adams MP revealed lan § nday tha
the RUC s press office had bapt ne
record Of atlacks on nationalsts
hardly suits o
ren! establshmen! oT1ons 10 'Oosex
taranise’ the RUC'S image, and
apparently, aller some hasty week
end overtime, on Monday the RUC
came up wilh some imited als
Les playing down the true level of
numdaton aganm Catholics

the mos concariad snoe

Tha omason

SUSPEND CONFERENCE

Following several wesks  wihuoh
Paisloy and Other senor unonEs
have been Quoung “lowces” that
the Free Stae governmeni & now
prepared 10 suspend the London
Dublin conference 10 acuommadaie
unionist protests, Pasiey and Offic
ial Unionst leader Jamem WMol ynemas
announced that they had wrilton
1o Thawcher sesking “talks abowut
walks' with the aim of establishing
2 “Tramework™ loading W ound
table negotiations on the future of
the North which would mwohe
the SDLP.

A sign of the unionmy’ cument
confidence is that they have now
dropped their earfier precondition
that the Hillsborough deal should
be abandoned in advance of any
wlks Paisley now says that real

SR IR G

AR TNORLACWT SEFURLICAN REWE Theetve Wew D 0 swtDarveed |

| United unionist opposition to
‘Hillsborough Pact maintained

roving their
negotiating hand

talis can g0 #ead 0 long s e
Briteh anvnounce sapension of the
deal and halt mestings of the mc
mana and conference for e
iy’ duraton,

in preparaton O & New MARUNG
with Thgicher, unOmsl pOMLCINS
hine oo Dugy Elemplng WO W
Pove U DegoLaLrG Pand.

Last Wedomsday, # Sy bafors
they wod Pww kmter, Pasiey and
Wohyneaus snoscnd o the As
ombly » 12pomt ‘wcatmion’ of
GMIDNGE PO, WCleding ¢ felan
ke

o 2 sbmgoen geemae, e
Officisl Uniomiots ended thar fow
mal g Zandrg aRCCHlon 8T
the Cormermtne Party and e
ond thal they would comtest o
ety n England @ a futue gerer s
ehction. Similwly, Orange Oeder
candidmes will fight egmt Tory
hedd seats o Scoland

PR

In  ancther

carafully prepaersd
mous on Saturday the Derry Agp

mntice Boyy general commitise
peosiponed (but did not cancel)
thewr march through the Garvaghy
Road area of Ponadown which was
planned for neat Maoday, May &t
This followsd sdvances appeals from
varous bodies, nciuding a wall
publicoed plus by the Ulstar De
fance Ascciation Wwat thay “be
cluwar arm har motives”

Paislwy  hovondf  sddrased  the
mawtog, Shactly afar mudnght on
Eantar Mondiy, Be was amang um
oty mbo mached eougn Por
tdown o defiance of e RUC Ban,
Bt pmes change. Tha Agprantes
Boyy climb dawn, which foilcwed
bawtad dincumion, can be ol e
e fomhcoming ks m widence
i U wnoms! kaderdhp can
defuey am end W Mtacks on the
RUC for a prige, of coune.

Following this meeting, George

o=
nd loeal Approntice Bove sewour

Seawright’ s Uleter Protest et
eod their intention 0 march s
My Sth
A rather different wplit wes sived on
Monday, when Belfast Lord Mayor
John Carson claimed th: “wp o
five” Bellamt councillors sgreed
with him T
strategy of boycotting councily and
Westminster. Despite these various
differences, the - fory
have managed over the past month
to pull together their united oriss
fromt, with no sign of any major
wiit such as the British have Deen

hoping for

where in Portadown on

n opposing the

unmarist

ANXIETIES
For their parts, the Fres State
government and the SDLP both

have reason 10 De anxious about the
developing situation and the danger
that any deasl involving the union
Ists could destroy the Millsborough
accord’s main am of o lating and
crushing republicans,
ware expressed by Fine Gael back
bencher Jon Kelly who, speaking
on the BRC s Sparlight programme
last Thursday, claimed hat he
Dublin government s “anwous o
avoud anything whh has [he 'esasi
chance of being miterpreted & »
back-down”. That, he axplared
“would be s signal 0 the MO
alist minority that the gans wheh
had been apparently made Dy the
SOLP were anly apparent

These fears

The next dey, Petar Barry agan

Clammed et he apeament wowid
be “Whelved” !

down™. I the snall prng, howewsr
he wided that the Fres Stame gov
anment would be “ecouragng
he stting up of & devaived e
CEUNTY guvaramant

In Sundey's Obswesr, SOLP
lwader  John Mume was  lkawise
angeged 0 lowaring nationdlist e
pactations. “Progres”, e warmed,
couid not Be opected ol the
Protestant marching sason” g
aunr

Hume ses slse sad 0 e hop
g for an early stUemant 1 roung
e ks, 0 e folicwesd by sisc
Uune for 4 new Asamony 1o begin
in Ociober. 1 can be esumed ha
Hume, who was wenthosastic
ot the party's 1982 decision o
abmam, was \he SDLP this time
Ly iside SGrmant.
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THE FREE STATE Minister
Boland, was
when he was
Act.

A Sinn Fein member of Passage
West Town Commission, Jimmy
Mge: shouted protests at the
minister towards the end of the
lunch when the AMA| Ppresident,
Michael McGuinness, had ended
his speech. The event, on Monday,
April 28th, ended in disarray as
Mee refused to be silenced by
McGuinness or by other delegates
who disliked the intrusion of un-

challenged on

d, embarrassed at ¢
Association of Municipal Autf

for the Environment, John
he annual luncheon of the

hon:ities of Ireland this week
Section 31 of the Broadcasting

comfortable reality into the pro-
ceedings.

TRADES COUNCILS
At their last meetings, both
the Dublin Council of Trade Un-
lons and Sligo Trades Council
have called for the repeal of
Section 31.
The DCTU call will go forward
as a resolution to the conference
of the Irish Congress of Trades

May 1st, 1986

mbarrassment for Bolan

Unions in Cork next July.

MONAGHAN
The April meeting of Mcq-
aghan Urban District Couqcnl
saw the adoption of several im-
portant resolutions proposed by
Sinn Fein Councillors Owen Smyth
and Padraigin Ui Mhurchu. T'he
council agreed to ban all gaming
machines within the UDC area
and called on the Dublin govern-
ment to settle the teachers’ pay
dispute in accordance with the

decision of the arbitrator.
Fine Gael councillors voted
against a resolution for a tele-

©® JOHN BOLAND 3 g F
gram to be sent to the United  demning their attacks o, U
States Embassy in Dublin con-

l BY DONAL LYONS ]

MA’Y DAY, or International Work-
ers’ Day, was first celebrated in
Irelgnd in 1890. This year, as part
of its centenary celebrations, the
Dublin Council of Trade Unions
(DCTU) has issued a special book-
let to mark the occasion.

Speaking at the launch of the book-
let on Tuesday, April 29th; the ICTU
information officer, Peter Cassells, said
that Ireland was one of the few coun-
tries in the world where May Day is not
marked by a public holiday.

He recalled that, in 1919, the trade
union movement had taken matters into

wide stoppage. He suggested that the
workers should again “take the bull by
the horns and call our own public holi-
day”.

LR R

The continuing cut-backs in the health
services by the Dublin Department of
Health has been challenged by the West-
ern Health Board. >

At a meeting on Monday, April 28th,
the Health Board refused to implement
the £4 million in cuts demanded by
Barry Desmond. The cuts would mean
the loss of 290 jobs along with ward
closures and a curtailment of out-patient
services.

Before the meeting, members of the
Western Regional Branch of the Irish
Nurses’ Organisation picketed the Board’s
headquarters in Galway as a protest
against the cuts.

* % n

And in the North, the Tory attack on
the health services continues unabated.

The Royal Victoria Hospital is to have
£500,000 axed from its annual budget
by the Eastern Health & Social Services
Board. The cuts are to affect almost
every aspect of the hospital’s services,
but hardest hit will be the domestic
services which will lose £150,000.

Slamming the cut-backs, the chair-
person of Belfast’s Sinn Fein councillors,
Sean McKnight, said:

“It is significant that the hardest hit
are those viewed by management to be
the weakest section (i.e. the domestics).
Sinn Fein calls on all departments in the
RVH to unite with the unions and the
community to resist and highlight these
cuts.” ats

Still with health: Dublin’s health
minister, Barry Desmond, received the
welcome he deserved when he_addressed
the Psychiatric Nurses’ Association (PNA)

11am Saturday 3rd May
College of Art
Speakers: Brenda Deans (SOGAT)
& Al Mackle (INTO)

their own hands and declared a nation- -

conference
April 25th.

Delegates greeted his 30-minute speech
with a stony silence and over 50 dele-
gates walked out in protest against his
decision to close Castlerea and Carlow
Psychiatric Hospitals on Monday, June
30th.

The general secretary of the PNA,
P.J. Madden, said later that he was “as-
tounded and shocked at the minister’s
statement” because during negotiations
with Desmond and the health boards he
had been promised that negotiations
would continue. He added:

““The minister's opposing declarations
in private and public have added to
the question mark over his credibiljty.”

in Waterford on Friday,

2.30pm Saturday 3rd May
Guildhall Square
Speakers: Dunnes Stores striker,

Kadar Asmal & Paddy Logue

The four-month-long dispute at Gui-
ney's North Earl Street branch in Dublin
is over. At a Labour Court hearing on
Wednesday, April 23rd, the workers
involved accepted an offer of severance

. payments from the company.

*
The Irish Tax Officials’ Union will
take industrial action if the Dublin
government continues reducing staff

without regard to work levels, its annual
e

The motion was Passeq bya

Union over the level of redundan
ments to workers.
LA

The agricultural officers’ branch of the 7
Union of Professional & Technicy| Civil
Servants has received the go ahead from
its executive to serve strike notice on '
the twenty-sixcounty Departmeny of
Agriculture. If industrial action is taken
by the 250 workers involved, they couq
close co-ops and meat factories gpg '
seriously disrupt the intervention system
and headage payments scheme,

The dispute is over the non-payment
of outstanding arbitration awards.

* ®w

Strike notice has been served on the
four main banks in the twenty-six coun.
ties by their 1,000 porters, messengers,
security staff and drivers. The workers
members of theITGWU, voted by an
overwhelming majority for industrial
action after rejecting a Labour Court
recommendation of a 7% increase. R

The union has said that the warkers
are underpaid and the banks cannot i
plead inability to pay. i

L

At the annual conference of the '
Northern Irish Congress of Trade Unions
(NICTU) held in Portadown, County
Armagh, the NICTU chairperson, Roger :
Jeary, slammed loyalist politicians for :
stirring up sectarian hatred. Jeary told
d that he “cond the vio

conference decided last

Proposing the motion, the former
vice-president, Gregory Whooley, said:

“Since 1981, a total of 850 Jjobs have
been lost in the Revenue Commissioners
placing an intolerable burden on remain-
ing staff.””

The motion was carried unanimously
by the 120 delegates present.

**w

More trouble for the Dublin govern-
ment from their public servants in the
Civil Service Executive Union.

On Saturday, April 26th, delegates
to the CSEU conference defied their
gxecutivn and voted overwhelmingly to
impose a ban on work formerly done by
colleagues whose jobs have disappeared
under the public service recruitment
embargo. ek

The. Cerdac vegetable oil compan
in Drogheda, County Louth, has gon:
into  voluntary liquidation with the
loss of 92 jobs. v

_The plant laid off its workforce  |ast
November following a dispute with the
National Engineering & Electrical Trade

MAY DAY DEMONSTRATIONS
Belfast Derry Dublin Sligo

7pm Thursday 15t May
Parnell Square

Main :
Joe O'T, seasion

lence and intimidation which occurred
during the loyalist strike of Monday,
March 3rd, and the violence which has
occured since. The blame for this is firm-
ly at the door of loyalist politicians.”

* *w

The County Antrim town of Larme
received a big jobs blow this week
with the announcement that the Genera
Electric Company is to make 265 of its
650-strong workforce redundant.

During the mid-70s, the company
employed 1,300 people.

*n

And in the Monkstown Industrial
Estate in East Belfast, the American
multinational, Hughes Tools, is making
70 workers redundant in July.

* o ®

A mass meeting of the 670-stond
workforce is scheduled for today (Thurs
day, May 1st) at the Carreras Rothman
cigarette factory in Seapark, Carnck(ef
gus, County Antrim, to discuss rumou’
that management will shortly anno_unc‘4 3
massive rationalisation programme invo™"
ing heavy job losses.

3pm Saturday 3rd May
0O’Connell Street

oole (Teachers United)

Speaker: Padraig Malone (Tewu

CY pay. 7

|




AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, May 1st, 1986 — Leathanach 5

'Boycott remains solid

.-‘ =
BELFAST SAYS K L

A SPECIAL MEETING

The fine was announced
by Justice Hutton, who said
that the council was ob-
viously in contempt of a
Court of Appeal order made
on February 14th which in-
structed it to meet and fix
a rate. Hutton’s decision to
accept an Alliance recomm-
endation and to award the
huge legal costs against the
council brought swift and
angry condemnation from
Sean McKnight, leader of
the Sinn Fein group on the

council:
“Throughout  this ad-
Jjournment campaign, the

unionists have sought to

ocale of
attacks

make the ratepayers pay

BY EAMON TRACY

of Belfast City Council,

held on Wednesday evening, April 30th, voted to
suspend council business. This move was on the
pretext of requiring time to examine the High
Court decision, announced earlier in the day, to
impose a £25,000 contempt fine on the council
but was really part of the continuing protest against
the London-Dublin agreement.

A

© SEAN McKNIGHT
any legal expenses. Since
unionists are prepared to
use the council as a party
political platform they must
also be prepared to accept
the consequences of this
action. They, and not the

ratepayers of this city, sho-
uld be held financially re-
sponsible for all costs and
fines incurred.”

Elsewhere in the North,
unionist councillors again ad-
journed Armagh and Craig-
avon Councils,

CULTURAL

SUB-COMMITTEE

“A significant advance”
was how Sinn Fein Coun-
cillor Jim McAllister from
South Armagh described the
election of a cultural sub-
committee at a public meet-
ing in Newry on Wed-
nesday night, April 23rd.

In addition to ten coun-
cillors elected to the com-
mittee, at an earlier coun-
cil meeting, representatives
from the GAA and Gaelic
League were among nine
members of the public elect-
ed at Wednesday night’s
packed meeting. McAllister
said that it would prove
invaluable in the promot-
ion of our native language
and culture.

suppressed

AN RUC STATEMENT which put the figure for sectarian
attacks on Catholic homes in the North last month at 79
has been described by Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams as
“inaccurate and the figure only relates to those attacks
which the RUC decide are sectarian”. It fails to show the
escalation of the widespread and co-ordinated campaign of
intimidation against Catholics since the Hillsborough agree-

ment last November.

The RUC statement was re-
leased after Adams accused them
of covering up the degree of loy-
alist attacks.

RRY

And in Derry, Sinn Fein’s
Martin McGuinness has condem-
ned the attitude of the RUC
in relation to loyalist threats
against ten Catholic families in
New Buildings, a suburban estate
on the outskirts of Derry city:

“The RUC is actively encour-
aging the suppression of news on
the situation in New Buildings

by advising intimidated Catholic
families not to publicise their
ordeal. This ‘advice’ itself threat-
ens Catholic families and amounts
to little more than a further ex-
ample of intimidation.”

Ten families have applied for a
housing transfer while the 50
remaining Catholic families in the
300-house Protestant estate are
sitting ducks for further attacks
given the /aissez-faire attitude of
the RUC towards loyalist gangs
there.

In Derry city itself, a Catholic

@DERRY — Catholic families threatened

O®GERRY ADAMS

family who had seven shots fired
through their living-room'window
on Friday, April 18th, have
been forced to leave their home
when the house was stoned by
loyalist youths at the weekend.

The family had lived in their
Fountain Street home in a pre-
dominantly loyalist area for 20
years. A second family in the
street are at present negotiating
a house transfer following similar
intimidation.

PORTADOWN

Following rioting by loyalist
youths on Thursday night in
Portadown, a Catholic family liv-
ing in the loyalist Kilicomaine
Estate had their windows smashed
by stones while Catholic-owned
homes and premises came under
attack by several hundred loy-
alists in Randalstown, County
Antrim, over the weekend. The
incident occurred following a loy-
alist band parade attended by over
700 people and 20 bands.

Elsewhere, early on Sunday
morning, April 27th, St Mary’s
on the Hill Catholic Church in
Carnmoney, Belfast, was slightly
damaged in an arson attack while
in Claudy, County Derry, a tem-
porary changing room owned by
the local GAA club was totally
destroyed by fire. During the
weekend, a number of Catholic
families and property were att-
acked by gangs of loyalists in
Dunmurry, on the outskirts of
Belfast.

® Five members of the Walker family: Elizabeth and baby Carol, Lucy, Noleen
and David

Family caught

in housing

[ BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

tl‘ﬂll

THE PLIGHT of Catholic families in the North who are the
targets of increasing sectarian attacks is being made worse by
the attitude of the RUC whose ‘impartiality and concern for
their safety’ is illustrated by a recent case in Antrim.

North Belfast Sinn Fein Coun-
cillor Bobby Lavery has lashed
the ‘“‘deplorable attitude of the
RUC” who have deliberately ob-
structed the rehousing of a former
Antrim family who were intimi-
dated from their home by loyal-
ists in January. Housing Execu-
tive officials in Antrim confirmed
to Lavery on Friday, April 25th,
that an RUC report on the inci-
dent, which the Executive re-
quires to award the Walker family
priority status on the waiting
list, did not recommend urgent
rehousing of this particular family.

OVERCROWDED
Since loyalists threatened the
family in January, Lucy and

Thomas Walker and their six

children, aged from 18 to two
years old, have been living in a
grossly-overcrowded two-bedroom
flat in the New Lodge area.

Their eldest daughter, Eliza-
beth, was expecting a baby when
a group of loyalist youths assaul-
ted her and threatened her with a
chain-saw. The family car was
also burned out by the gang.
The fact that the RUC has not
recommended priority rehousing
in the face of such a serious act
of sectarian intimidation has meant
that the Walker family, like so
many other Catholics in similar
circumstances lately, will have
their housing requirements ‘put
on the long finger’ due to the al-
ready inadequate housing provis-
ions of the Housing Executive,




o
TENANTS in the Mercer House
Flats complex in Dublin’s York
Street are living in slum conditions
because of Corporation mainten-
ance cut-backs,

Anthony Costello has been a
tenant in Mercer House for a
year during which time he has had
no running water. Doors in the
flat are hanging off their hinges
and there is a severe dampness
problem in the walls.

Costello has repeatedly asked
the Corporation to repair the
dwelling, which is almost unin-
habitable. He has had no satisfac-
tion apart from visits by officials
who have promised to call back
but never returned.

Despite new housing projects
by the Corporation in the inner
city, tenants in older flats com-
plexes continue to suffer because
of maintenance neglect, ultimate-
ly as a result of Dublin govern-
ment cuts on local authority
spending,

\
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commemoration

B Thursday/Friday
(1pm to 5pm): Exhibition
at the Shamrock Club,
Ardoyne.

B Saturday (1pm to
S5pm): Exhibition and POW
Department seminar on

prisoners at the Felons’

Club, Andersonstown
Road.

mm Saturday night: Soc-
ial at the Andersonstown
Social Club.

== Sunday (2pm): Na-
tional hunger-strike march
and rally. Assemble at
Dunville Park.

B Sunday night: Bobby
Sands Memorial Lecture at
Kilwee Social Club, Twin-
brook.

Full details from Conn-
olly House, Andersons-
town Road (phone 618-
939).

Neighbourhood Watch

ity material to the Special
Branch headquarters in Dub-
lin’s Harcourt Square is now
advice to try
to end his “constant, unwar-

seeking legal

ranted harassment”,

Pat Cummings (23), a self-employed

van-driver, took a scheduled
from a Dublin courier firm to
Harcourt Square, at around
Monday, April 28th.

While waiting for Cummings’ driver’s mate
to obtain directions from the reception desk,
a garda car pulled in behind his van and he
had to move by following the Harcourt com-
plex’s one-way system into the underground
car-park (there’s not enough room for one
vehicle to pass another in the one-way system).

CHALLENGED

Just as he was about to drive out of the
car-park, Cummings was challenged by a
Special Branch detective whom he thinks is
named Jordan and has stopped him on pre-

C | ;

vious s, ( is

A COURIER who claims he
was assaulted by a plainclothes
garda while he was delivering

public-

delivery
Block 1,
3pm on

dtoa

member of a well-known Inchicore republican
family but neither Cummings nor his fiancee

are active republicans.)

Jordan demanded to see what was in the

back of the van and was handed the

detective then pulled the door open and alleg-

edly delivered a blow to Cummings’

Jordan threatened to arrest Cummings
under Section 30 of the Offences Against the
State Act and said he would take him to the
Bridewell. “And you know what happens in
the Bridewell?”* Jordan added menacingly.

Cummings later reluctantly agreed with his
driver’'s mate to tell Jordan who his fiancee

was. He was then released and

with his deliveries, thinking the episode was

over.

However, he later learned that the Special

keys. The
side.

often he travelled to
continued
AP/RN:

“Even though I’'m not involved in politics,

Branch visited his employers (asking how

parents’ home in Drimnagh. Cummings told

DUBLIN MAN ATTACKED
BY SPECIAL BRANCH

Unjair cop

Jordan and the Special Branch. I've only
Jjust begun working again and | don’t wan
to lose my job over constant, unwarranteq
harassment.

“I've had enough and I'm going to see ;
about getting this carry-on stopped.”

the North etc) and his

g

I've been hassled on

by

Censorship condemned

TR
B

Bk
Ehe.

THE British-based National Council for Civil Liberties has

denounced censorship of BBC
North.

At their annual general meeting
in London on April 26th/27th,
several hundred delegates passed,
without dissent, a8 motion oppos-
ing past and future attempts by
both the British government and
TV company managements to
censor or “improperly influence”

and ITV programmes on the

the content of programmes.

The motion, which referred to
the row over last July’s banning of
the Real Lives documentary At
the Edge of the Union, featuring
Sinn Fein’s Martin McGuinness,
was submitted by the Information
on Ireland group and the National

WEXFORD

HEALTH CUTS

JOBS AND HEALTH services in County Wexford are under

serious threat as a result of
Free State government.
Thirty-two hospital jobs, a
ward of surgical and cot beds in
Wexford Regional Hospital, and
beds in New Ross and Gorey
District Hospitals as well as trans-
port services to local and regional
hospitals are facing the axe if
the cut-backs sought by the
Department of Health are imple-
mented. ;
The Department of Health is
demanding a reduction of £6.3
million in spending by the South
Eastern Health Board (SEHB) this
year. At its monthly meeting in
April, they voted by a narrow
majority to seek ministerial app-

Wexford Sinn Fein has con-
d the cuts and proposed

being i d by the

roval for a list of cut-backs to-

gether with the imposition of hos-
pital charges.

A whole range of hospital
charges were proposed. Hospital
admission charges: £50 or £10
daily as an in-patient; X-ray,
out-patients or pathology: £5 per
attendance. The ‘choice of doctor’
scheme was also marked out for
a charge of £1 per visit, prescript-
ion or item prescribed. In the
SEHB proposals, medical card
holders would be exempt from
charges, though not from the
effects of a reduction in the
range of health services,

charges:

“While primary responsibility

Union of Journalists.
The motion recognised that,
over the last 15 years, successive

governments have sought to cen
sor programmes on the North,
“particularly coverage critical of
British policy”, whilst the televis- :
ion campanies have “banned, cen
sored or delayed numerous pro
grammes’’ relating to the North,
“including current affairs, drama
and light entertainment”.

for the running down of the
health service must rest with the
government, it is scandalous that
the J S§HB should  consider
dacquiescing in the government de-
sign.

“The cut-backs disproportio-
nately affect pariants,n w';)r’l:e‘;s
and the poor. Patients are liable
to be evicted before convales-
cence, particularly f they are
poor. Low-income workers not
covered by the medical card
scheme will be unable to afford
health care, Indeed, under the
guise of a revamped health service,

© BARRY DESMOND
-

the Dublin government 'S ‘W"’!
ing health into the exclis"
property of the rich.

“Sinn  Fein demands "'
ment in health. That invest” (,,
is best secured through ”"”/ "
velopment of a free, comP’ 7',
sive, public health service, " -
istered democratically aﬂ'lf ’l’} g
vided through the ageis " °
munity health care.”

The proposed cuts
sidered again at ghe
ing of the SEHB in
May 1st.

ds invest

nex
Kilkenny O



DOMINIC WARD, a 74-year-old
Newry man, co]lapsed and had to be
rushed to hospital following an RUC
rausi on his home last week.

lhovllv after 7.30pm on Wednesd
April 23rd, a large force of RUC person:\éi
converged on the Barcroft Park Estate in

Newry. Dominic Ward and his wife, Maur-
een, were sitting watching television when
he RUC suddenly smashed down their
front door and rushed into the house.

The Wards, badly frightened by the
RUC’s hostile behaviour, were placed
under house arrest and told they could not
leave their living room. Dominic collapsed
and had to be rushed to hospital where he

was kept overnight,

Meanwhile, the RUC forced their way
into neighbouring houses, breaking down
doors and breaking windows. Residents
who challenged the RUC’s behaviour were
told to get out of the way.

Forty families were forced to evacuate
their homes by the RUC, who falsely
claimed that a bomb had been found
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Hospitalised after RUC raid

nearby.

Local Sinn Fein Councillor Brendan
Curran condemned the behaviour of the
RUC: Y

“The raids and the arrogant and aggress-
ive manner in which they were carried out
on Wednesday evening, could well have had
more serious consequences for Dominic
Ward.”

AN AUDIO-VISUAL exhibit-
lon, organised by Belfast
Sinn  Fein to mark the
fifth anniversary of the
1981 hunger-strike, opened

e

in Belfast on Monday, April

—

- = - -
““nﬂer'su'lke exhibition
28th, and then toured other > : s !
parts of the city in the ;

exhibition

course of the following five
days.

The exhibition includes a sep-
arate display board for each of
the ten hunger-strikers, personal
photographs, family details and
letters from some of the hunger-
strikers outlining their experien-
ces in the H-Blocks.

Video films made at the time,
by both Sinn Fein and others, are
used to remind the visitor of the
long, drawn-out campaign over
seven months in 1981.

SPECIAL FEATURE

A special feature of the ex-
hibition is the large colour photo-
graphs which capture the emotion
of both Bobby Sands and Joe
McDonnell’s funerals in West
Belfast.

Accounts of the ten funerals,
including photographs of the

FOLLOWING a raid by over
30 members of the RUC on the
Coalisland Sinn Fein centre on
Tuesday, April 22nd, Dungannon
Sinn  Fein Councillor Francle

final salutes paid to each hunger-
striker
many others never before seen in
a public exhibition, make up a
large part of this display. It is a

Y

by their comrades, and

poignant reminder, in the days
before the fifth anniversary of the
death of Bobby Sands, of the
sacrifice made by the prisoners
and the impact that it had on

Friday, May 1st/2nd.

Molloy has been ji to

constant harassment and surveill-
ance.

Molloy, who was in the Coal-
island centre at the time of
the rald, was detained without
arrest for three hours while
the RUC examined documents
and files. The telephone line into
the centre was pulled out and a
window broken during the raid. A
number of Sinn Fein documents
were confiscated.

CONSTITUENCY

Since the raid, Molloy has
been stopped two or three times
per day and held for up to an
hour on each occasion, a situat-
ion which has seriously disrupted
his constituency work.

On other occasions, he has
been tailled by the RUC as he
travels around the country. On

support

Monday night, he was followed
by the RUC's Divisional Mobile
Support Unit from Dungannon

and

WITH the court appeal by victims of
RUC perjurer Christopher Black expect-
ed to end this week, over 50 people
mounted a protest picket outside Crum-
lin Road Courthouse, Belfast, on Mon-

perjurer’s victims

day morning.

On Tuesday afternoon,
relatives of the defend-
ants spoke to a visiting
delegation from the Brit-
ish-based National Union
of Railwaymen, who had
visited the Black appeal
as observers that morn-

ing

tem.

stopped in
Moygashel district where he was
held for almost an hour.

Also this week, Bel-
fast Sinn Fein Councillor
Alex Maskey called for
people who oppose the
use of paid-perjurers to
once again condemn this
form of internment in
order
continued use of the sys-

the loyalist

Mol- and insulted.

Irish politics, North and South.
The exhibition will be shown

at the Shamrock Club, Ardoyne,

from 1pm to 5pm on Thursday/

loy's car was thoroughly sear-
ched while he was body-searched

THE ORGANISERS of a Spirit
of Freedon exhibition on strip-
searching, scheduled to be held
in Enniskillen Town Hall this
Saturday, May 3rd, have defiantly
pledged that the event will go
ahead at a later date after the
clerk of Fermanagh District Coun-
cil withdrew permission for the
use of the town hall following
loyalist threats.

Reports from Fermanagh sug-
gest that at a meeting on Monday
night of this week, loyalists, in-
cluding elected DUP members,
drew up a plan to violently dis-
rupt the exhibition. Other loyal-
ists from around the six counties
were to be ferried to Enniskillen
for the protest.

Rather than confront the thre-
atened loyalist disorder, the RUC
visited the clerk of Fermanagh
District Council and ‘advised’ him
to withdraw the facility of the
town hall from the organisers
of the exhibition, the Anti-Strip-
Searches Campaign. The clerk,
who has responsibility for the
town hall and its staff informed
the exhibition organisers, on Tues-
day, that the town hall venue was
no longer available.

Despite this set-back, Fr Joe
McVeigh of the Fermanagh Anti-
Strip-Searches Campaign confirm-
ed that they were already in the
process of procuring an alter-
native venue at which the exhib-
ition will be shown at a later date.

Gork
cumann

A NEW Sinn Fein cumann has
been formed in Charleville, Coun-
ty Cork. Anyone wishing to join
the Sean O'Brien Cumann should
contact any of the officers listed

below.,
Chair: Tadgh Fitzgerald; vice-
chair; M. Sheehan; secretary:

John Tuohy; joint treasurers: Neil
O’Brien & Danny Morey; PRO:
Mike Buckley.

to highlight the
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BY JACK MADDEN

They killed brave

THERE WAS A STUNNED REACTION in counties along the border and
. amongst republicans everywhere on Saturday, April 26th, when news reports
filtered through that IRA Volunteer Seamus McElwaine had been shot dead
and that a second ma® Sean Lynch, was seriously wounded by British
soldiers in the townland of Mullaghglass near Roslea, County Fermanagh,

early that morning.

Within days of last Saturday’s tragic events, Sean
Lynch, the second man who was injured but survived,
revealed that the denim-clad undercover British soldiers
involved in the Roslea shooting had captured McElwaine
after he was injured by an initial burst of gunfire. For
up to half an hour they interrogated the young IRA
Volunteer before firing another three shots, two of
which struck McElwaine in the head, killing him.

This account confirms early
reports of the shooting by
people in the Roslea area who
said that they heard a burst
of sustained gunfire followed
some time later by a series of
single shots.

Shortly after the summary
execution of McElwaine, reg-
ular British soldiers arrived and
the undercover soldiers left the
area in cars. A few hundred
yards away, Sean Lynch of Bal-
treagh, Lisnaskea, lay seriously
wounded but concealed in

undergrowth. Since he had
already lost a lot of blood,
Lynch was easily detected by
a British soldier and his track-
er-dog.

While that soldier was ad-
ministering first aid to Lynch,
two local members of the
RUC’s Divisional Mobile Sup-
port Unit (DMSU) came run-
ning hysterically up to the
wounded man and dragged him
down to where the dead body
of McElwaine lay.

Lynch says that he was

beaten by the DMSU for up
to an hour and they would
have shot him dead but for
the intervention of the Brit-
ish soldier who had discovered
him. At one stage the DMSU
forced Lynch to lie face down
on the ground. Then, despite
(or because of), serious wounds
to his stomach, they walked
up and down along his back.

Regular British soldiers at
the scene protested at the ex-
hibition of RUC sadism and,
eventually, when the DMSU
refused to allow an ambulance
into the area to ferry Lynch
away for medical aid, they
summoned a helicopter which
air-lifted both Sean Lynch and
the body of Seamus McElwaine
to the Erne Hospital.

It was 9am, four hours after
the initial shooting, that the

McEHwaine!

body of Volunteer Seamus Mc-
Elwaine and the injured Sean
Lynch arrived at the Erne Hos-
pital in Enniskillen. There, a
large force of RUC personnel
(between 40 and 50 car-loads)
saturated the hospital precincts
(including the morgue), many
of them laughing and singing
with delight.

ATTEMPTED HIJACK

Later that evening, an at-
tempt was made by the RUC
to hijack the remains of Seamus
McElwaine, but family friends
and Fermanagh republicans suc-
cessfully prevented this and es-
corted the hearse carrying his
coffin across the border. Along
the way, however, loyalists and
RUC members in the Maguires-
bridge area blocked the road-
way and attempted to interfere
with the funeral procession.

THREE-HOUR JOURNEY

The three-quarter-hour jour-
ney from Enniskillen to the
border at Clontivrin, outside
Clones, County Monaghan took
nearly three hours, but this did
not deter the hundreds of
people who waited at the bor-

der along with members of the l
McElwaine family, to pay
tribute to a hero.

Before the huge cortege
crossed the border it was
joined by the family and the
waiting crowd, including eight
uniformed mentbers of an
IRA guard of honour. These
led a slow march into and
through the streets of Clones
where hundreds of people lined
the route, and again through
the village of Smithboro. At
Scotstown, a few miles from
the McElwaine family home,

A
@ One of the many ar
ial Branchmen 1t the et

long journey

the coffin was carried by atClones
relatives and friends of the Flanked by R4
who form

deceased Volunteer while locals
stood to attention along the
roadway.

VOLLEY OF SHOTS

When the cortege arrived at
the McElwaine home it was
joined by a further six IRA
Volunteers, three of whom
stepped forward with automa-
tic rifles and fired - defiant
volleys of shots over the coffin
of their comrade. Gardai, no
doubt aware of the depth of
local feeling, were nowhere to
be seen, either at the McElwaine
home or indeed througout the

guard of
Elwaine lay
very early

managh, 3
of Ireland W )
legend in NS
the drumlins

and died

ALTHOUGH Seamus McElwaine had

his youth, he spoke of his eagerness to “jcin

activity along the best lines ib

just turned 26 three weeks before
his death, he was a veteran meml_:er
of the Irish Republican Army, having
joined its ranks ten years ago, when he
was 16 years old.

Technically, he was too young to be in
the IRA, but such finer points couldn’t
stop someone as determined as Seamus from

the IRA and help to fight for the freedom of
my country. | was always asking to go on

operations but was told | was too young”.
Since those days, Seamus gained plenty
of operational experience, so much so that
by the time he was 19 he became O/C of
the IRA in County Fermanagh. As a Volun-
teer, he won the personal loyalty and the
respect of all his comrades. He undoubtedly
d the qualities of leadership and yet

joining in the fight for freedom. A b
of the Fianna from the age of 14, he was
invited by a relative in the United States to
go to university there when he reached 16.
He refused the offer, however, saying,
“No-one will ever be able to accuse me of
running away”’.

Talking to friends recently as he recalled

'l;e was very unassuming to the point of
being shy.

GOOD SENSE
Seamus had the good sense as O/C to
seek the opinion of all Volunteers on every
aspect of an operation while steering the

From

an operational standpoint, he was abso-
lutely meticulous, concerning himself with
every detail in order to ensure the safety and
security of his comrades.

In 1981, Seamus and a group of Volun-
teers were captured by British soldiers at
a house near Roslea, County Fermanagh.
The RUC was called to the scene and one of
the RUC men remarked that he hoped he'd
‘rot in jail for 20 Years at least’. But even
though he was toa
30-year term, Seamus had no intention :;
satisfying the RUC. On September 25th
1983, he escaped from the H-Blocks of
Lu;u Kesh along with 37 of his comrades.

eamus was part of the six-
which featured in the ncooum“:;mtlhu:’to::

Portrait of a fregdom fighter

: : T
® Seamus in 1972 with brother E93""

ters Maura, Eibhlin and Kathleen
cape published in An Phoblacht/
News the following week. It W“;ge A
sense of direction and know!®

Repul"
s in®

- -




nany armed garda Spec-
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' from the border

y IRA Volunteers
a round-theclock
nour, Seamus Mc
injstate from the
hours of Sunday
il the funeral on
ernoon. Through-
e, hundreds — if
ds — of people
wide, but particu-
lonaghan and Fer-
ved to pay their
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THOUSANDS OF PEOP-
LE made their way on
foot up the steep, winding
road which leads to the
McElwaine family home at
Knockatallon, above Scots-
town, to stand in solemn
silence outside the farm-
house and wait to pay
their last respects to the
eldest son of the house
IRA Volunteer Seamus
McElwaine.

The coffin rested on chairs
outside the house, flanked by a
ninestrong guard of honour of
uniformed IRA Volunteers,

Three Volunteers stepped
out from the crowd and,
raising hand-guns, fired a final
volley of shots over the Tri-
colour-draped coffin of their
fallen comrade. The coffin,
preceded by two pipers, was
then lifted onto the shoulders
of Seamus’s father, James, and
other close relatives for his last
journey down that hill to
Scotstown. His mother, broth-
ers and sisters walked behind
them, followed by relatives and
friends, a contingent of Fianna
marched beside them.

The crowd of mourners
swelled to several thousand,
filling the roadway. They walk-
ed in silence for the most part,
occasionally swapping quiet
stories about the young man
that many of them had known
personally.

BLACK FLAGS
Black flags hung from win-
dows and poles in the village of
Scotstown and a Tricolour flew

at half-mast in the village
square.
Workers in factories and

shops stopped work and stood
along the roadway in tribute to
McElwaine. Here the first few
gardai were visible, but reports
had already reached the crowd
of the hundreds of riot<clad
gardai and Special Branch in the
graveyard and church grounds
at Urbleshanny.

The coffin was carried most
of the half-mile from the village
to the church, firstly by mem-
bers of Seamus’s family, then
by friends and comrades. Two
rows of mourners formed a
human chain round the cortege
and the guard of honour,
determined that the gardai
would not break through. There
was a palpable feeling of
contained anger as the huge
crowd walked slowly past the
lines of gardai.

At the church, about 50
gardai stood close by the door,
the riotvisors of their blue
helmets pulled down.

® (Above) Young and old pay their last respects; (5

the

at L

Inside, the guard of honour
stood by the coffin as the
mourners crowded into the
church which could hold only
a fraction of the crowd. During
the funeral Mass, the uniform-
ed IRA Volunteers quietly
slipped away to-ch i

(Inset) Martin McGuinness

\

elow) the sisters of Volunteer McElwaine carry his coffin as the

their civilian clothes and melt
away into the crowd.

At the graveside, Paul Corri-
gan, Sinn Fein chairperson of
Fermanagh County Council,
chaired the ceremony. He spoke
of Seamus McElwaine as “clear-
ly loved by all. A big-hearted

man — big in stature, big in
courage and big in principle.”
After a lone bugler sounded
The Last Post wreaths were laid
by the McElwaine family foll-
owed by laurel wreaths laid on
behalf of the Irish Republican
Army and his comrades in the
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Fermanagh and Tyrone Bri-
gades. The tributes that follow-
ed were too numerous for
individual mention, but they
included other areas as well as
from Sinn Fein cumainn and
comhairli ceantair in Ferman-
agh, Dublin, Down, Monaghan,
Tyrone, and Donegal. There
was a multitude of personal tri-
butes, some from as far away
as the USA.

WE LOVED HIM

In his oration, Martin Mc-
Guinness told the crowd that
Seamus McElwaine was an IRA
Volunteer, a freedom fighter
and a patriot. Extending the
sympathy of the Republican
Movement to his parents,bmlh~
ers, and sisters, he said:

“You loved him, and we
loved him too. We will all
miss him. In prison yards
all over Ireland and in Brit-
ain they remember him.
He was a brave, intelligent
soldier, a young man who
willingly gave up his youth
to fight for the freedom of
his country.

“‘He was an exceptional
soldier, who, after he
escaped from Long Kesh,
immediately returned to
active service with the
support of his family. In
doing so he incurred the
wrath of the British and
Irish establishment, but
the admiration of all oth-
ers. He will be remember-
ed in the townsand villages
of Fermanagh and Monag-
han; his name will live
forever.

‘What happened on Sat-
urday morning was that an
IRA Volunteer was mur-
dered by British terrorists
and it was terrorists who
sent them. The sort of
people who drcp bombs
on children in Libya —
terrorists such as Thatcher
and Reagan.”

SOLIDARITY
AND STRENGTH

Calling for sorrow and sad-
ness to be translated into
renewed solidarity and strength,
McGuinness paid tribute to the
McElwaine family’s courage
and dignity in their tragic loss.

He ended by asking those
present to remember Seamus's
comrade, Sean Lynch, who lies
seriously injured, a prisoner of
the British government, in a
Belfast hospital.

countryside which made the escape of these
six a reality.

CIVILIAN SUPPORT

He was acutely aware of the value of
support from civilians and especially those
people who made him welcome in their
homes, the people who brought him from A
to B, the people who facilitated him by pro-
viding arms dumps, and the people who
helped him in every aspect of his IRA
wofk. He was always mindful of the valuable
contribution of these people and was con-
cerned that they be treated with respect
by all IRA Volunteers. His honesty and in-
tegrity meant that the people who helped

the IRA could do so with total confidence.
h

® The Knockatallon Accordion Band with Seamus
in the front row (kneeling) immediately beside the
bass drum
more concrete support in terms of back-
ups, intelligence and Volunteers”.
Seamus was single-minded and dedicated
to realising the thirty-two-county Irish
ialist republic. His i led him,

In an Easter to Fer
'epublicans in 1985, Seamus McElwaine
showed his grasp of the importance of
Popular support for revolutionaries:

“We ask for solid support for our strug-
gle. The war cannot be fought or won by
IRA in isolation. Your help is needed.
*‘J/ support for our struggle means

even as a teenager, to forgo the usual activit-
ies of his age-group such as discos and pubs.
Nevertheless he was as fond of ‘the crack’
as the next and enjoyed a drink and a sing-
song as much as anyone. Furthermore, he
had a sp sense of and

his friends and comrades. Life on the run is
difficult, but to have even limited freedom
compensated for the other hardships.

FAMILY

When he joined the IRA he was fortunate
in that he came from a strongly republican
family with whom he had a very close re-
lationship. He would often remark that he
was lucky to have a family who were so
supportive of him in the active role he
chose to play. This family solidarity streng-
thened his determination to continue as a
full-time IRA Volunteer.

Seamus was very aware of and greatly
encouraged by the political development
and the successes of Sinn.Feinsand he called
on people “not to be misled by smooth-
talking politicians who claim to be repub-
licans and make loud noises when it suits,
but who resist organised republicanism and
pursue an independent course in furthering
their own careers”. While a prisoner in Long
Kesh, he stood as a candidate in the Cavan/

delighted in the gossip and slagging

M h in February 1982,

securing nearly 4,000 votes. But it is as a
soldier that he will be remembered by those
of us who were privileged to have fought
alongside him. He was certainly no ‘arm-
chair general’ and no task was too menial
for him to do. All of us had the confi-
dence of knowing that he would not expect
us to do something he wasn’t prepared to
do himself.

STRONG ORGANISATION

In concluding this appreciation of a great
Irish patriot it is well to record how Seamus
McElwaine ended his message to Fermanagh
republicans at Easter 1985:

““Those of us who have suffered the hard-
ships of jail and of being on the run know
that it is only a strong organisation that
will get the British out. The Republican
Movement — combining Sinn Fein and the
IRA — is the only organisation that can do
this. ;

“We, the active IRA Volunteers, will
take every risk and play our part. We ask
you to do yours.”
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WEST

BELFAST
HOUSING

SURVEY

SINN FEIN Councillor Sean Keenan
has called for the demolition of the
Springhill Housing Estate in West
Belfast. His comments came on
Tuesday, April 29th, after Sinn Fein
carried out an extensive re-assessment
of the serious housing problems of
the four estates incorporated in the
greater Ballymurphy area.

Springhill is a relatively new estate by
modern standards, having been built in the

THE CONTINUED po-
litical vetting by the
British government of
community groups and
ACE-funded projects in
all nationalist areas of
the six counties was the
main topic of discussion

Springhill Avenue, West Belfast
mid 1960s. However, the standard of
design and construction was so poor that
major problems developed almost immed-
iately, particularly with the flat, asphalt
covered roofs of the houses.

Throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s, successive
tenants’ groups fought for major refurbish-
ing schemes, but these measures could not
hope to undo the years of neglect or the

at the annual general
meeting of the Dove
House Community Re-
source Centre in Derry
on Thursday night, April
24th.

Since its official open-
ing by a Dutch MEP in 1984,
Dove House has become an
important focus for local

guage group, Conradh na
Gaeilge, a voluntary Work-
ers’ Educational Association,
and a local research and
resource team of four ACE
workers.

Community workers
from Dove House have play-
ed a prominent role in se-
veral local campaigns —
such as against the Fowler

problems caused by inferior materials
and bad design.

According to Sean Keenan, the Spring-
hill Estate has now deteriorated so badly
that an expensive refurbishing scheme
would only temporarily delay the inevitable
need for demolition:

“In spite of cut-backs, the Department

of the Environment and the Housing

AGE jobs threatened

Executive must make more money available
to cope with these deteriorating housing
conditions.”

Included in Sinn Fein’s comprehensive
report is a demand for the houses in the
‘Whiterock Estate, the oldest in the arga
anc the only houses which still have
outside toilets, to be refurbished to an
acceptable standard.

The Ballymurphy Estate, modernised
four years ago, now needs an injection of
cash to carry out work not included
in the original scheme. In addition, room
heaters and flues installed at the time have
in many cases proven faulty and these must
be repaired as they pose a danger to the

tenants.
NEW BARNSLEY

The fourth of the estates included in the
review, New Barnsley, has a unique prob-
lem. Fifty houses built 30 years ago using
steel supports — Orlit houses — have not
been included in any planned refurbishing.

"'The Housing Executive has already
carried out extensive restructuring work on
hundreds of Orlit houses throughout
Belfast. Only these remain untouched. This
is a scandalous situation for these familes,”
said Keenan.

“I will be having a series of meetings
with the Housing Executive in the coming
weeks and | intend getting them to intro-
duce the measures necessary to deal
adequately with these issues.

“If the Executive refuses, it will, through
its insensitivity and neglect, be creating
more slums, something which West Belfast
has had more than its fair share of.”"

through scurrilous allegat-
ions”,

Terry Robson, the gro-
up’s development officer,
expressed frustration at the
failure or reluctance of
other ACE-funded groups

in the city to speak out
against this British policy.

Mitchel McLaughlin, Der-
ry Sinn Fein councillor,
said at the end of the
night:

“Over the last 17 years,
the British government has
created safe and ‘acceptable”
groups by buying them

talent and initiative in the
heart of the Bogside comm-
unity, holding a number of
projects and educational
schemes, including the Der-
ry branch of the Irish-lan-

cuts — and now the comm-
unity centre is facing the ts
threat of closure on July
23rd because the Depart-
ment of Economic Develop-
ment has refused to renew

basis of allegations
there is

centre.

® Dove House community centre in Derry’s Bogside

ACE funding on the

This threat fueled most

that of the night’s lively debate,
‘paramilitary’ in-
volvement in the resource House chairperson,

the Dove
Mary

Nelis, attacked the British

during which

© MITCHEL McLAUGHLIN

government’s policy “of allo-
cating ACE jobs for mean-
ingless tasks while the things
that we want to do for our
community are denied to us

off with grants and aid.
The cost of this process
to Northern nationalists in
terms of failed community
achievement, little energy
and stunted development
has been colossal.”

déanai ina “n-dbhar mér buartha”.
Eagras pobail itiGil a bhi
i mbun an tsuirbhé agus

Anro sna

| NDIAIDH gur eisiodh suirbhé nua ar Arasdin
Dubhaoise (Divis), iarthar Bhéal Feirste, an tseach-
tain seo ag léirii nach bhfuil ach 14 faoin gcéad
den phobal fostaithe diirt rdnai Choiste na Lion-
taithe, Fra McCann, go bhfuil na figidiri seo is

san iomldn cuireadh agall-
amh ar chorradh le seacht

gcead duine sa phléidchean-
tar. Bhi 43 faoin gcéad
dena daoine seo cléraithe
mar dhaoine difhostaithe

Lena chois bhi ceithre
faoin gcéad acu cléraithe
mar dhaoine michumasacha
agus bhi 39 faoin gcéad
ag f4il deantaisi eile stait.

hArasdin

Ni raibh ach 102 duine den
iomldn, 14 faoin gcéad, ag
obair go lan-aimseartha,

SCANNAL
Ar na mallaibh rinne po-
bal na nérasdn iarracht ar
dhul i ngleic leis an fhadb
difhostaiochta seo nuair a

bhunaigh said scéimeanna
gearr-thréimseacha le obair a
chur ar fail. Deir Fra Mc-
Cann faoin suirbhe:

“Té na figitiri seo cosdil
le figidiri a bhfuighfed in
aiteanna eile sa Trid Dom-
han agus is dbhar scandail
iad. Is toradh iad ar phol-
asaithe na Breataine — céras
ina mbionn ar dhaoine cur
futhu in arasain mar seo.”

Ta 124,403 duine difhos-
taithe sna sé chontae faoi
lathair. Sin 21.4 faoin gcead
den phobal.

Omas cui don bPiarsach

LE MAIRTIN MAC DIARMADA

SINCE THE CENTENARY of the birth of Padraig Pearse
(in 1979), Fonddireacht an Phiarsaigh

has been organising

raibh traidisiin na scribhinni pri-
osliin ag leanstan go dti an I3
innid sna sé chontae,

events to commemorate the 1916 leader. Scoil an Phiarsaigh
at St Enda’s in Rathfarnham, Dublin, has become an annual
event and this year’s school was held from April 25th to

27th.
Appropriately on lt’e 70th
anniversary of the Rising and

given the lack of official Free
State commemoration of this, the
theme of the weekend was Who
fears to speak of Easter Week?
Talks and lectures on this
subject were given in St Enda’s,
Pearse’s former school, which is
now a museum. Following the
official opening on Friday night,
the historian and biographer of
James Connolly and Liam Mell-
ows, C. Desmond Greaves, gave a

lecture on the theme of the
nation state.

CEOLMHAR

Ar maidin Dé Sathairn 26
Aibrean ddirt an Iéachtdir cailidil
ollscoile Ciaran O Coigligh, go
raibh sa tabhachtach go ndéan-
fal staidéar ar an litrfocht_ a
scriobhadh in  aimsir an Eirf
Amach de bhri go raibh an stair
4 cur as a riocht innid.

Thracht sé agdhénta a chum
cim{ a priosinadh as a bpairte
san Eirf Amach agus ddirt go

Nfos déanai an 14 sin bhf
caint  agus léiriG  ceolmhar
le Séamus Mac Mathina ar an
téama Songs and Music of
1916/Bailéid 1916. Ghlac amh-
rénai!hg agus ceoltoir eile pairt
sa seisilin seo, an ceann is tait-
neamhai sa deireadh seachtaine.

An oiche sin bhi comhagall-
amh suimiGil faoin teideal The
Cause of lreland is the Cause
of labour. Cuireadh deireadh |e
Scoil an Phiarsaigh ar an Domh-
nach nuair a thaispeanadh an
scannan Mise Eire agus eagrafodh
turas go Priostn Chill Mhaigh-
neann, &it a raibh an dGnadh
oifigitil ag Coimeadai an Mhusaem
ansin.

® Leacht a thabhairt ag Scoil an Phiarsaigh



“WHAT is the future

of the world if there

are not free countries

like Nicaragua to stand

up and say ‘freedom or
death’?”

[8Y MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA |

THIS WAS.THE message of Nicar-
agua’s foreign minister, Fr Miguel
D’Escoto, to a packed public
meeting in Dublin this week.

Five hundred people crowded into
Trinity College’s Edmund Burke Hall to
hear D'Escoto on Monday, April 28th.
With up to 200 more having to be turned
away, the meeting was a clear demonstra-
tion of Irish solidarity with the Nicaraguan
people.

John Carroll, vice-president of the
Irish Congress of Trade Unions, chaired
the meeting and extended the solidarity
of the lrish trade union movement to
Nicaragua. The first speaker he introduced
was Inez McCormack of the National
Union of Public Employees in the six
counties;

“What is this dangerous country, this
little country that is such a threat to the
biggest country in the world?

“It’s a dangerous society because it's
an attractive society, a popular, democra-
tic society. America must destroy a
society which can say that the revolution
will be the servant of the people not the
servant of capital.””

NATIONAL
SELF-DETERMINATION

Fr Dennis Carroll of Booterstown, in
greeting Fr D’Escoto, referred to the
evolving attitude of the Dublin govern-
ment on foreign policy:

“Seventy years ago, very brave men
and women defied an empire about 400
yards from here. They issued a Proclama-
tion stressing social justice and national
self-determination. Their defiance was
quickly and brutally extinguished. How-
ever, the aspiration of James Connolly
and his comrades for social justice and
national independence rises up to mock
the present trend to follow Thatcherite
London and Reaganite Washington.”

Carroll refuted allegations that the

Catholic Church was being persecuted
in Nicaragua:

““Oscar Romero was not murdered in
{Viz:aragua nor was Jean Donovan. But
innocent men, women and children are
being killed every day in Nicaragua by
the Contras with the support of the
United States.”

STANDING OVATION

Miguel D’Escoto was welcomed to the
podium with a standing ovation from the
crowd. He said that he has always wanted
to visit Ireland:

“| know about the solidarity ‘in Ire-
land for our struggle. | know about your
history and | know that your history
makes you, more than any of our friends
in Europe, able to understand what it
js that Nicaragua is going through, and
what it is that motivates our struggle.”

He spoke of the enormous damage
being inflicted on the already weak Ni-
caraguan economy by the attacks from
the US as well as the thousands of deaths
at the hands of the Contras:

©® FR MIGUEL D’ESCOTO

“Ronald Reagan is the biggest for-
mentor and practitioner of terrorism in
the world today. We represent a ‘threat”
to them because demanding to be
treated on a basis of recognition of our
sovereign independence is seen by them
asa threat.”

COURAGE
D’Escoto said that, since the revolut-
jon of 1979, Nicaragua's example had
given courage to other peoples in Latin
America. At the inauguration of the
president of Uruguay, the Nicaraguan
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envoy had been greeted by tens of thou-
sands of people while George Shultz,
the US Secretary of State, had to delay
his arrival because of demonstrators!

Referring to Shultz’s view of dip-
lomacy, D’Escoto said that he “explained
away the neo-nazism of the Contras as
diplomatic pressure”.

D'Escoto concluded that Nicaragua
would not succumb to the doctrine that
might is right:

“People ask us what the future holds.
We say what is the future of the world
if there are not countries like Nicaragua
to stand up and say ‘freedom or death’?

NEW CAMPAIGN

The meeting ended with the announce-
ment of a new lIrish solidarity campaign,
Nicaragua Must Survive, part of a com-
bined worldwide effort to provide moral
and material support for Nicaragua.

Further information can be obtained
from the NMS Campaign, c/o Kevin
Gaughran, ESBOA, 43 East Street, Jame's
Place, Dublin 12.

‘freedom’. As far as he was con-

THE tenth anniversary of

the death of Joe Clarke, life-long

republican and a 1916 veteran of the famous Battle of Mount

Street Bridge,

was commemorated by 150 republicans at

Dublin’s Glasnevin Cemetery last Sunday, April 27th.

Joe, an uncompromising and
dedicated republican to the very
end, died on April 22nd 1976 dur-
ing the Republican Movement'’s
celebrations of the Easter Rising.
He was 94 years old.

Last Sunday’s tribute to Joe
Clarke took place in brilliant
sunshine as a Fianna Eireann
colour party and the Vol Tom
Smith Fife & Drum Band led
the parade from St Vincent's
School, Finglas Road, to the
Republican Plot in Glasnevin.

Sean Fitzpatrick of the Nat-
ional Graves Association opened
the graveside proceedings by prais-
ing Joe's work on behalf of the
NGA, of which he was a founder
member in 1926.

Wreaths were laid on his grave
by his widow, Mrs Eilis Clarke;
his daughter, Essie Clarke; Sarah

Doody, on behalf of the National
Graves Association; and by the
Joe Clarke Sinn Fein Cumann,
Finglas.

UNSELFISH SERVICE

After a flag salute by the
Fianna colour party, Sean O
Bradaigh delivered the oration
in which he spoke of Joe Clarke's

long, unbroken and unselfish
service to the Republican Move-
ment.

O Bradaigh recalled Joe's past
in the historic Battle of Mount
Street Bridge during the 1916
Rising, where some of the fier-
cest fighting of Easter Week togk
place; his outstanding, loyal, relia-
ble and trustworthy work as a
courier of the First Dail, his role
in the Tan and Civil Wars, and his
loyalty to the republic right up
to the day he died:

“Joe Clarke never sought the

s
B AN
limelight, but he used whatever
talents he had in his long life to
further the cause of Irish freedom.

“He saw many of his erstwhile

comrades eecept the fruits of
partial freedom in a twenty-six-
county state, but Joe was not
interested in the fruits of such

cerned, unless all of Ireland was
free, then Ireland was not free
and it wasn't sufficient that the
British forces had been forced
out of his native Dublin. If they
weren't also out of Belfast and
Derry, then the job was there to
finish.

““This country has had a long
struggle for freedom, a struggle
which isn‘t over yet. Whether it
be those who resisted the Nor-
mans in Wexford, the armies of
Elizabeth, the British army’s Sher-
wood Foresters at Mount Street
Bridge or the British army’s
SAS in County Armagh and Coun-
ty Fermanagh today, those who
resist today have the same justi-
fication on their side — the de-
fence of the historic Irish nation
which has its right to freedom
and unity.

“That is the ideal to which
Joe Clarke was faithful and that *
is why we think so much of him.

“He saw nothing wrong — in-
deed he saw everything right —
with the fight for Irish freedom.
Whether it was against foreign
soldiers or the native collaborat-
ors of the RUC and UDR of
today.”

The commemoration ended
with the playing of Amhran na
bhFian.
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Republican

Publications

GENEROQUS bulk rates
are available for all items
produced by Republican
Publications. With 10%
reductions on most of
our stock for Sinn Fein
cumainn, the selling of
posters, T-shirts, badges,
records etc, is a valuable
asset to cumann finances
as well as playing an
essential part in republi-
can education and public-
ity. For information or
orders contact: Republi-
can Publications, 51/53
Falls Road, Belfast (tele-
phone 232820) or 44
Parnell Square, Dublin 1
telephone 726932,

Nuacht
Feirste

THERE ARE only two weekly
Irish-anguage newspapers in the

country — Nuacht Feirste and
Anois.
Nuacht Feirste, Sinn Fein’s

weekly paper, carries news from
home and abroad (as well as a
crossword!).

Make sure of your copy by
taking out a subscription (£6 for
six months) by writing to: An
tEagarthoir, Nuacht Feirste, 147
Bothar Bhaile Andarsan, Beal
Feirste 11

Profits
and people

A Chara,

The news thst 25,000
young people are now emigrat-
ing each year from the Free
State, and with a similar
proportion from the six coun-
ties, should not be accepted
as an inevitable part of life
in Ireland, nor described in
terms of adventurous youth
seeking fame and fortune.
This haemorrhage is a tragic
indictment of political and
economic mismanagement and
shows the state’s inabllity to
offer its young people a
future.

Ireland, North and South,
is being developed as a country
attractive to multinational in-
vestment and constitutional
and bourgeois politicians con-
stantly urge sacrifices from
the people and extol the
virtues of ‘peace’ to make the
Free State/six counties a mag-
net for foreign capital. Low
wages, high unemployment
(which leaves a non-militant
workforce), and tax holidays
are plusses for multinationals.
Profits and surplus value disap-
pear from Ireland and young
people are forced to follow.

Republicans recognise that
as long as lIreland is partit-
ioned in the interests of the
British and Irish ruling classes,
and working people have no
control over their own lives,
its major exports will remain
profits and people.

County Down

republican POW,

Crumlin Road Prison,

Belfast.

Political
hostages

A Chara,

When " the SDLP's John
Hume and Joe Hendron call-
ed on nationalists to give
support to the RUC, | won-
dered how far these men and
their party might intend to ex-
tend their calls. For instance,
would the SDLP like nation-
alists to support the prison
authorities, who are, after
all, another branch of the
crown forces? In particular,
does the SDLP believe that

the ation and prison
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I radio) on

ALL letters should be addressed
to: The Editor, An Phoblaclitf
Republican News, 51/53 Falls Road,
Belfa: or 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin. Letters should be written
as clearly as possible, preferably
on one side of paper only. Names
and addresses should always be
included. even when not for pub-

people’s attention to a pro-
venska Riksradion (Swedish

The prestigious Kanalen
programme dealt in some de-
tail with the conflict in the
northern part of your coun-
try.
During the course of the
broadcast, Fr Denls Faul ans-
wered questions from a young
Swedish girl who was deeply
interested In the conflict there.
Having informed her — and by
extension the Swedish people
— that lan Paisley was a “bad
man possessed by the devil”,
Fr Faul, speaking in his capa-
city as a Long. Kesh Prison
chaplain, went on to sur-
prise her (not to mention
many others) by claiming that
there had been no torture or
ill-treatment of prisoners since
1981.

Does this mean that the
stories of brutality against

prisoners in the wake of the
great

escape there in the

ach to prisons, something
evidenced by their involve-
ment in the political hostages
manoeuvres in the Kesh. As
participation [n Life Review
Boards carries the price of

officers of are de-
serving of nationalist support?

As has been demonstrated
in Long Kesh, the SDLP,
Church and Free State govern-
ment have an opportunist and
counter-revolutionary  appro-

of political beliefs
and acceptance of criminal
status, do aspirations to hum-

, April 9th,

autumn of 1983 were merely
the figments of people’s imag-
ination, including Fr Faul's?

The good gentleman also
claims that prison sentences
have been much shorter. One
wonders if those sentenced to
hundreds of years by Dip-
lock courts on the “evidence”
of supergrass informers have
any place in the rosy picture
painted by Fr Faul.

s W

® FRDENIS Fay
— British Propagap.
dist in Sweden

DOING BRITAIN'S WORK

A Chairde,
May we draw the Irish
gramme broadcast on S

up on a desert island?

“’As soon as he came ashore
he shouted: If thera’s a
government here, |'m against
It! Hal Hal”

This is the kind of infan-
tile racist humour one would
expect from the British gutter
press. Pro-Irish groups like
ourselves do our utmost to
counteract British propaganda
abroad, which, in order to
justify their occupation of
your country, would have the
world believe that Ireland’s
political problems are due
largely to the incorrigibility of
the Irish with its

Later, while i
that the loyalists’ stubborn-
ness, their divisiveness and

tendency to oppose all things
in general merely revealed the
“Irishness” of their character,
Fr Faul proceeded to waste
valuable air-time cracking an
anti-Irish joke in order
support his conviction. The
“Joke’* went as follows:

*Have you heard the story
about the Irishman who was
shipwrecked and was washed

like Long Kesh, do not accept
the position of hostages, to be
_used against the Movement,
nor do we accept the appli-
ance of pressure on relatives
through speculation of mass
releases.

Condemnation of the Mag-
illigan system by these people
is

ane
in Magilligan likewise have a
similar cost?

Republicans in Magilligan,

It is their aim
to convince an oppressed peo-
ple that oppression does not
exist. However, the British

to °

religious fanaticism, irration-
ality and cut-throat nature.

It is unhelpful, not to men-
tion frustrating, when people
who claim to act as spokes-
persons for the Irish people
end up doing the work of the
British occupation forces for
them|

Irland-Solidaritet,

Box 11075,

$-100 61 Stockholm 11,

Sweden.

regime that s Magilligan is tes-

aerving the
Yankee dollar

A Chara,

With regards to the US
bombing of Libya on Tuesday,
April 15th, we were assured
that Ronald Reagan had
“proof” that Libya was respon-
sible for the bomb which
killed two people and injured
204 at a West Berlin disco-
theque on Saturday, April 5th.

The validity of this “proof”
can perhaps be judged by a
statement issued in May 1985
by a Mr. Frank Snepp, a form-
er senior agent of the CIA,
who said:

“Every few weeks, the
Reagan administration doctors
photographs to show war
materials passing from Nicar-
agua to El Salvador. Recently,
two CIA analysts found enough
on their consciences to resign
over the matter.”

| wonder what it would
take to reach the consciences
of Reagan and his co-terrorist,
Margaret Thatcher, and, in-
deed, if it is possible at all to

timony of British
in this country.
Perhaps if evidence is pro-
duced to show that prison
officers punch loyalists just
as hard as they punch repub-
licans, then Messrs Hume,
Hendron and Co will urge all
nationalists to lend their sup-
port to the system.
Republican POW,
Magilligan.

Notes for
revolutionaries

NOTES for revolutionaries,
the popular pocket-book
of revolutionary quotat-
ions from throughout the
world, will be re-issued
later this year and Repub-
lican Publications would
like anyone who has new
quotes for inclusion in
this, the third edition, to
send them to Brian Mac-
Donald, 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1, by Thursday,
June 12th.

-

photographs.
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reach the of the
Free State government, which
refused to condemn this att-
ack.

Is the Yankee dollar that
important to FitzGerald and
Spring?

John Horan,

PRO,

Maire Drumm

Sinn Fein cumann,

Clondalkin.

Ewrt Amaéh na Cdsca
The Easter Rising1916

A SHORT HISTORY of Easter Week
1916 has been produced to mark the
70th anniversary of the Rising.

Eiri Amach na Cdsca gives a synop-
sis of the events of Easter Week and
contains a number of essays on the
particular organisations invoved in the
Rising as well as containing many

postage.

Eiri Amach na Cdsca is a worthy
tribute to the men and women of
1916 — accurate, readable, inspiring
and with an attractive cover in the
national colours — and is available
from the usual republican outlets and
Republican Publications at 44 Parnell
Square, Dublin 1, price £1.25 plus




They provide an excellent
insight into the British ‘gung-
ho' mentality. Their tone Is as
representative today as it was
40 years ago (remember the
sabre-rattling during the Falk-
ands/Malvinas War?).

The basic message is sim-
ple: the British are the pro-
tectors of democracy and
freedom and remain unbowed
in the face of all adversity.
Last Sunday’s film, entitled
Christmas under fire, was nau-
seating and arrogant:

“There Is no need for
America to feel sorry for
England, for England doesn’t

CHANNEL 4 has begun to broadcast a series of
British propaganda films on Sunday nights, ST

feel sorry for herself. Des-
tiny gave her the torch of
freedom and she has not
dropped It, England stands un-
beaten, unconquered, unafraid
against the terrorism emanat-
Ing from Berlin,”

It's difficult not to laugh
8t such a presentation and
wonder at the audience which
would  swallow such trash.
And vyet, it is an attitude un-
changed since the 1940s,

This jingoistic mentality is
stirred up regularly and the
Propaganda shovelled out to
justify the recent attack on
Libya is in the same mould.
Some things never change.

; [

Collins brings it all back:
the solidity of the British
establishment; the ghoulishness
of Concannon who came to
Bobby Sands on his death-bed
to tell him he would die; the
moral stupidity of the British
cardinal, Hume, who described
hunger-striking as a form of
violence; the sheer heroism of
the ten who died and the 13
that were following them;
the shifting machinations via
the European Commission on
Human Rights and the Irish
Commission for Justice and
Peace with which the British
created a mix of hope and de-
spair designed to break the
strike; the absolute clear-

sightedness with which it was
seen abroad; the way in which
the Irish establishment, faced
with their powerlessness and
unable to bring themselves to

support the prisoners for fear
of unleashing forces that would
sweep them aside, Instead
turned on the prisoners and
set out to break them through
their relatives.

He also illustrates how it
developed over the preceding
five years; through the first
strike; Bobby Sands’ election
and death; the death of
Francis Hughes; the revolting
Northern Ireland Office cam-
paign against the McCreesh
family; the interference with
the body of Patsy O'Hara;
and the growing confidence of
the British during that seven-
week interlude before Joe Mc-
Donnell’s death when, sensing
the complicity of church and
state in lreland, they felt
powerful enough to attack Joe
McDonnell’s funeral, and then
to use the Irish establishment
through the deaths of Martin
Hurson, Kevin Lynch, Kieran

Leabhar luachmhar é seo
ina bhfuil cur sfos ar bhea-

TA AN séli eagrdn de Shaoirse le féil anois agus is fid

Scrfobhann an iriseoir Nol-
laig O Gadhra faoi pholait-
focht RTE — a fhrithnalsidn-
achas agus conas a théann
cinsireacht Ailt 31 i bhfeidhm
ann. T4 agallamh le Domhnall
O Lubhlal agus tuairaisc 6

Phadralg O Maolchraoibhe ar

90 mdr é. | measc na haltanna is suimifla san e.aurén seo
ta anailfs ar chomhaontG Hillsborough agus afm as an
ngéibhinn faoin nGaeilge le Eoghan Mac Cormaic.

a thuras go Barcelona um.
Nollag 8g Comhdhbil na Néis-
iyn gan Stéit In larthar na
hEorpa. Mar is gnéch 1é dial-
ann iomldn de chdrsal chul-
drtha sgus Gaeilge.

mnTﬂ D:ainhd!‘n ard | réim
ag Saoirse i getrsal ‘stalre

In some of the most

Insulting TV yg nar?rcl:“':
very long time, UTV presen-
ted jts much-hyped Mount-
batten — The [ g Viceroy
on Sunday, Monday and Tues-
t:t'ny nights. Heralded as a
Spectacular”  which ‘7.
creates the India of 1947 and
traces ts struggle for Inde-
pendence under the guidance
of Lord Mountbatten”, it was
a glorification of the Im-
peralist warlord who was
executed by the IRA in 1979.

As a eulogy it was an
expensive flop; as an exposé
of British recist attitudes, past
and present, it was quite good.
Right from the very beginning,
the Indian people were por-
trayed as hopelessly devoted
to mindless bloodshed. In the
opening scene, two English-

ded insights

BY KEVIN CURRIE I

: FAMILIARITY with a subject creates its own standards.
: Anyone who has lived through an historic episode will
know how inadequate, sometimes downright bad, its
representation in the press can be. Anyone who lived
% through those mind-searing seven months in 1981,
: when Irish republicanism, in the persons of the hunger-
strikers, confronted the British at a level of intensity
unimaginable until then, is going to have mixed feelings
about Tom Collins’ book, The /rish Hunger Strike.

Ooherty TD, Thomas McEI-
wee and Micky Devine to break
the strike.

IRISH ESTABLISHMENT
The Irish establishment
came to stand between the
people and the British just
as surely as a previous gen-
eration of freedom fighters
had warned they would. They
behaved less honourably than
the Home Rule party and
church after the 1916 execut-
ions. Unwilling to stand aside
and honour the strikers with
the charity of their silence,
they instead set out to pre-
sent them as fools and dupes.
Faced with a power (Brit-
ain) that s dead)y serious,
that does not play games,
that ‘is not amenable to rea-
son, and that mocks defence-
lessness, the church had no
answer. And as time went on
this was becoming clearer.
Collins is good on much of
this and yet his book falls
short. It's cleverly structured
with over 600 pages and a
chapter devoted to each of the
ten hunger-strikers which he
uses to throw light on condit-
ions in the H-Blocks, the rea-
sons why men and women
join the IRA, the grinding
bigotry of the unionist state-

t Suzman as Edwina
and Nicol Williamson as Mount-
batten, the man who put the
‘vice’ in viceroy
men are walking among the
destitute people of Calcutta —
saying how nothing can be

done about this ‘most dis-
tressing problem of poverty’
— when, suddenly, 8 mob of
screaming men armed with
sticks appear and begin to
savagely beat the poor people.

Time and again the same
scene is repeated as Indians

in the South were politicis-
ed by the hunger-strike, what
goes on in Castlereagh, in the
Diplock courts, and so on, as
well as allowing him to re-
flect on Irish history in gen-
eral and recent history in par-
ticular.

The problem is that he's
taken on far too much and
his understanding of Ireland
is less than profound. Thus,
he has a romanticised view
of unionism, and has repeated
a whole bundle of myths
about the 69/70 Split, the
INLA being more ‘militant’
than the IRA, and so on. How-
ever, readers could live with
that.

FAILED ATTEMPT

Much worse is his failed
attempt to recreate the con-
of the strikers.

let, how

Treimhse bhronach

[LEis AN carRANACH CABACH]

IS BEAG an t-eolas a bhi agam ar Eamann lognaid de
Ris sular casadh an leabhar seo i mo threo. Leoga
feadaim a r4 nach raibh eolas ar bith agam air, ach amh-
4in gurbh eisean a bhunaigh Bréithre Criostai na hEire-

tha agus ar spioradllacht an
Risigh. Faighimid léargas ann
ar an chineal saoil a bhf ann
i dtds an 190 haois nuair a
bhf na Péindlithe | bhfeidhm
in Eirlnn go fdill agus nuair
ba bheag oideachas a bhi le
f4il ag Caitlicigh 6ga na
hEireann.

agus tugann an eagrén se0
leargas beag suimidil ar bhun-
ds an teidil IRA agus cuntas
ar an gcéad fothmhuireén, an
‘Fenian Ram’ a thdg John

T4 tricht sa leabhar ar
~ Thadhg Gaelach O Sdilleabhin,
Aodhagén O Rathaille, ar an
Easpag O hEodhasa agus ar
dhaoine clditeacha eile a bhi
beo sa tréimhse bhrénach dd
inr stair 6 thds on naod
céad déag go dtl aimsir an
Ghorta Mhéir.

Gidh gur cineal beathais-
néise atd sa leabhar seo, is
cosila 6 le hirscéal, mar td
culd mhér den insint dhireach
trid 6 thGs go deireadh, agus
& breacaithe le huaschamaf.

‘Saoirse nua

Holland do Chlan na =

nGael sna Stéit Aontaithe.
& thaobh na litrlochta de

ta alt ann faoin bhfillocht a ¢

phaineann le Eirl Amach na
Cédsca agus danta le Dara Mac

Dara, Michedl O Ruairc agus -

Gréagéir O Daill.

Ceannaigh Saoirse chomh &

dfoma ort.

® Saoirse 6, iris Gaeilge "
Shinn Féin, luach 80p (70p

airgead Sasanach) .
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it
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viclously sttack each other for
no apparent reason. It's all
very worrying for the terribly-
civilised British, who can’t
understand why people kill
each other becsuse of relig-
ious differences... not even
after spending two centuries
cultivating those differences.
The main speaking parts
of Indian characters could not

MAY DAY MARCH
7 30pm Thursday 15t May
Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Organised by the
Dublin Council of Trade Unions
All Sinn Fein cumainn
to attend with banners

be trusted to mere Indians,
so Ghandi and Nehru had
to be played by Europeans
wearing brown make-up and
imitating Indian accents.

The old attitude that white
people are superior Is still
alive and well in the British
establishment.

Communications between
Montrose and the BBC must
be breaking down.

RTE, usually first in line
to adopt the attitude and
terminology of the BBC, re-
cently described the Basque
liberation movement, ETA, as
“querrillas”.

Someone should tell them
that the BBC classifies them
as “terrorists”.

Collins hasn’t made up his
mind whether he's writing a
work of history or a work of
imagination. By any reckon-
ing, the hunger-strike was
among the most dramatic and
significant events in human
history and to try to describe
the H-Blocks, the pain, the
determination and solidarity
from ‘inside’ the minds of the
would

prisoners themselves
require an imagination and
power of language and ex-

pression that eludes him. At
times this reaches the sort of
banal depths that give nat-
ional feeling a bad name.

The pre-publicity for the
book also left a lot to be
desired.

Without any prior consul-
tation with the relatives, it
implied that they would be in
charge of disposing of a per-
centage of the royalties, a
suggestion which upset several
relatives when they read of
this in the establishment news-
papers.

For this reader, the book
is seriously flawed, clouding
some of his insights and

DUBLIN TRADES COUNCIL
CENTENARY CEILI
9pm Thursday 1st May

Supper Aoom
Mansion House
DUBLIN
Taille £3
SOCIAL NIGHT
Friday 2nd May
No.5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Taille £1

i el i i
BALLAD SESSION

IMusic by the Irish Brigade

9pm Saturday 3rd May
County Arms Hotel
BIRR
County Offaly
Taille £2

LAGAN VALLEY
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION
1pm Sunday 4th May
County Antrim Memorial
Milltown Cemetery
BELFAST
Organised by Sinn Fein

HUNGER-STRIKE
COMMEMORATION
SOCIAL
Music by the Bunch of Thyme
8pm Monday 5th May
McNamara’s Hall
Murray Street
Camden
LONDON
Taille £2

SINN FEIN SOCIAL
Music by Street Life
10pm-1.30am Monday 5th May
DERRYLIN
County Fermanagh
Taille £2.50
Organised by
National Graves Association

OLD BAILEY PICKET
10am Tuesday 6th May
LONDON
Organised by
Irish Prisoners Appeal

HUNGER-STRIKE
MEMORIAL LECTURE
The of aUnited Ireland

causing useful to
get buried in a torrent of
mawkishness. He would have
done far, far better to have
written _a properly-documen-
ted factual history using the
moving and powerful words of
the prisoners themselves.

® The Irish Hunger Strike,
by Tom Collins (published by
White Island), costs (Ir)£7.95
and (Stg)£6.95.

A luaithe a
fuair me coip
den leabhar
thosnaigh mé &
Iéamh agus ni’
thiocfadh liom
a fhagéil uaim

go dti gur

chriochnaigh
mé an
leathanach
deireanach.

Molaim an leabhar seo do
dhaoine a bhfuil suim acu sa
stair né san oldeachas agus
go mérmhér déibh sin a fuair
a geuid scolaiochta 6 na
Braithre Criostaf.

18

Ghnothaigh Saighdidir gan
Chlaiomh Duais Chlub Leabhar
na Soisear i gComértas an
Oireachtais da (dar — leabhar
atd scrfofa le scil an drscéal-
ai agus le tuiscint an mhiin-
teora.

Gael dflis agus miinteoir
dfograiseach a bhf i nDiarmaid
6 SdilleabhSin agus b'oth le
Gaelaibh 8 bhas anuraidh. Is
leacht d6 an leabhar seo.

® Sajghdidir gan Chlao-
/mh le Diarmaid O Suilleabh-
§in. Foilsithe ag Coiscéim.
Luach £3,

Speakers: Mike Morrissey &
Paddy Logue
7.30pm Wednesday 7th May
Gaelaras
Rosemount
DERRY

SPONSORED CYCLE
TO PORTLAOISE PRISON
11am Saturday 101th May
5 Blrssinglon Street
DUBLIN
Sponsorship eards from No 5

BOBBY SANDS/
JAMES CONNOLLY
COMMEMORATION RALLY
Speaker: Jim McAllister &
Bob Doyle
Music, videos & bookstall
2.30pm to 7.30pm Saturday
10th May
Conway Hall
Red Lion Square
LONDON
Followed by social
Organised by Wolfe Tone Society

GALE COMMEMORATION
8pm Friday 9th May
NORTH KERRY
Organised by Sinn Fein

FRANCIS HUGHES
COMMEMORATION
3pm Sunday 11th May

Junction of Tamladuff Park
and Ballymacomy's Rnad
BELLAGHY
South Derry
~ SEAN Mac DIARMADA
COMMEMORATION
Speaker: Sean McManus
3pm Sunday 11th May
KILTYCLOGHER
County Leitrim

KNOCKENURE/
GORTAGLANNA
COMMEMORATION
3pm Sunday 11th May
KNOCKENURE
County Kerry
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ANC REP WARNS ENTERTAINERS GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA

Your safety

cannot he
ensured......

IRISH AND BRITISH entertainers and sports stars who
perform in South Africa while apartheid is its raison d’etre
are nothing more than “cultural collaborators with fascism”
the African National Congress's Barbara Masakele told a
‘Boycott Apartheid’ public meeting in Trinity College Dublin

on Friday, April 25th.

Barbara, director of the ANC’s
Cultural Department, who had
travelled from the ANC’s head-
quarters in Zambia for the Irish
Anti-Apartheid Movement event,
appealed to entertainers to “desist
from giving support to apartheid”.
She added:

“In the present violent turmoil,
instigated and maintained by the
regime, their physical safety can-
not be ensured.

“In our present situation, we
totally reject the notion of ‘art for
art’s sake’.

“The cultural boycott is a
component of our people’s bitter
struggle for the destruction of
apartheid and the creation of a
democratic, non-racial and united
South Africa.” C

A day-long ‘Boycott Apartheid’
international workshop in TCD on

Saturday was attended by General
Joseph Garba, the Nigerian am-
bassador to the United Nations
and chairperson of the UN Special
Committee Against Apartheid
(who also met the Dunnes Stores
strikers the previous day), and
Sam Ramsamy (South African
Non-Racial Olympic Committee),

® Barbara Masakele, Wally Ser-
ote (poet) and Louis Mahoney

)

® GENERAL JOSEPH GARBA

Louis Mahoney (Equity, the ac-
tors’ union), Bill Meek, B.P
Fallon, Thomas Kinsella and John
Arden among others.

The Irish Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment presented to General Garba
a cultural boycott declaration by
80 Irish writers, artists, musicians,
entertainers and sports people
pledging not to perform in South
Africa until the apartheid regime
is ended.

Anyone wishing to add their
names to the boycott declaration
should get in touch with the
IAAM at 20 Beechpark Road,
Dublin 18 (phone 895035).

——

 Deathof Seanfitzpatrick

REPUBLICANS throughout the country were saddened to Barnes and McCormick In 1969; the
learn of the death of Sean Fitzpatrick, secretary of the Nat-
ional Graves Association (NGA), who died suddenly on

Monday, April 28th.

Sean was born in Mount
Brown, near James's Street, Dub-
in 1915. He came from a

lin,
staunch republican family. His
grandfather, a member of the

Fenian movement, fought with
the Tallaght Fenians during the
Rising of 1867 and his father
fought in the Tan and Civil
Wars.

Encouraged by the late Tom Lally,
he joined Fianna Eireann in 1925,
Both were to become life-long friends
and later served together on the Dub-
lin committee of the NGA until Tom'’s
death in March 1979.

In 1932, at the age of 17, Sean
joined the IRA and served with the
Dublin Brigade until 1936.

In the 1940s, he moved to Dromard
Road, Drimnagh, Dublin, where he
lived for the remainder of his life. He
secured employment with the Dublin

i C and
worked as a porter at the College of
Technology, Kevin Street, until his
re}ivernem.in 1980. .

VRO

During the late 1950s, he became
involved with the National Graves
Association and in 1962, following
the death of his father, Sean Senior,
a founder of the association and
secretary for 30 years, Sean succeeded
him as secretary.

TIRELESS WORKER

A tireless worker on behalf of the
NGA, for 25 years he was the driving
force and he dedicated himself to the
task of locating, marking and pre-
serving the graves of Irish patriots
throughout the thirty-two counties.
He continued the work of recording
the names and last resting place of
IRA Volunteers killed In action and
was Instrumental In producing the
second edition of the Last Post in
1976 and a third editon, published
last year, which records the names of
all the Volunteers who gave their
lives in the cause of Irish freedom
from 1916 up to the present day.

His proudest achievements during
his period as secretary of the NGA
was the repatriation of the remains

of Dunne and O'Sullivan in 1967;  daughters, brothers and sist

AN AT A

Connaught Rangers in 1970; and the
erection of a memorial in Glasnevin
in 1984 In the memory of the 22
republicans who died on hunger-strike
between 1917 and 1981.

His last public engagement for the
NGA was on Sunday last, the day be-
fore his death, when he presided over
the ceremony in Glasnevin Cemetery
to mark the tenth anniversary of the
death of Joe Clarke.

FUNERAL

Following 10am Mass at the Church
of Our Lady of Good Counsel in
Mourne Road on Wednesday, April
30th, the funeral of Sean Fitzpatrick
took place at Glasnevin Cemetery.
Here, the cortege was met by a Fianna
Eireann guard of honour who, followed
by hundreds of republicans, escorted
his Tricolour-draped coffin to its last
resting place in the Republican Plot.

In a graveside oratlon, the historian
and broadcaster, Eamonn Mac Thomais
paid tribute to Sean's long years of
service to the Republican Movement
and his outstanding work over the
past 25 years as secretary of the Nat-
ional Graves Association.

The Republican Movement extends
its deepest sympathy to his sons,

Philippines

IN THE TWO MONTHS since February 25th, when Corazon Aquino
was elected president of the Philippines in place of the despot Mar-

cos, the two major I liber

the New People’s

local militia.

The attacks against the military
have taken piace in the mainly Mus-
lim southern island of Mindanao
and in the northern Philippines
around Luzon and Cagayan pro-
vinces. But the guerrilla fighters
have been operating throughout their
62 war-fronts opened up in 59 of the
Philippines’ 73 provinces.

In the past three weeks, the
NPA and MNLF have killed over
100 government troops and captured
large amounts of equipment. The
main clashes of April began on the
16th, when 400 guerrillas combat-
ing a heavy force of military on
Mindanao, whilst on the same date
NPA fighters stormed a government
centre in Cagayan Province.

In March, the Manila Times
reported that 240 soldiers, police and
militia were killed during 172 attacks
by the guerrillas. That amounted to
five attacks a day from the moment
that Aquino was elected president
until the end of March.

‘GOOD INTENTIONS’

Before and during the presiden-
tial elections, Corazon Aquino, as
part of her campaign platform, de-
clared that if she was elected, the
NPA and MNLF should lay down
their arms and then she would talk
to them. The NPA and MNLF
refused these terms, pointing out that

Army (NPA) and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF),
have carried out over 200 attacks against the Philippines military and

‘Commander Dante’ Buscayno said

“It is too unrealistic for the
government to expect the NPA
rebels to come down and lay down
their arms this early. There are no
substantive changes in the gov-
ernment and in society so far that
may convince them to give up right
now.”

Before any ceasefire talks could
be agreed on with the NPA, Aquino
would have to deal realistically with
the NPA’s demands Including the
arrest of provincial warlords and the
disbanding of their armies; the re-
lease of all political priscners; the
immediate withdrawal of combat
troops from the countryside; and a
purge of the Marcos-riddled military
ranks. With Enrile and Ramos firmly
entrenched in their positions, there
is absolutely no room for Aquino
to move on any of those demands —
even if she wanted to.

UNDER PRESSURE

Aquino has come under consider-
able pressure in the past few weeks to
take a major initiative against the
NPA. The US administration, anxious
for the security of its bases at Subic
Bay and Clarke Airfield, has been
urging Aquino to deal with the
guerrillas. To help this process along,
the US has began to pump ‘aid’ into
the Philippi Vi i Salva-

despite the ‘good i Yoot
Aquino (who never supported the
armed struggle), those who supported
her had ‘always been the sworn
enemies of the guerrillas, including
her running partner, Salvador ‘Doy*
Laurel.

The guerrillas’ beliefs were rein-
forced when Marcos's chief of
staff, General Fidel Ramos, and
Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile
joined the ranks of Aquino. Both
now hold the same office that they
did under Marcos and are actively
trying to block every attempt at re-
form.

A classic example of this was
Aquino’s promise to free all political
prisoners.

After furlous protests from Enrile
and Ramos, Aquino released hun-
dreds of palitical prisoners, mainly
in the capital, Manila. The NPA and
MNLF have pointed out that al-
though welcoming this move, there
are still hundreds more prisoners
being held by the military throughout
the Philippines.

RE-ARRESTED

The NPA also says that many of
its supporters, Including recently-re-
leased prisoners, are being re-arres-
ted by the military and police and
charged with ‘criminal’ offences in
order to avoid the terms of the
amnesty.

One former NPA leader who was
released under the amnesty, Bernabe

dor Laurel has also warned Aquino
that if she doesn't do something
quickly about the NPA, then her
government could be toppled by a
“right-wing military coup or by the
communist guerrillas”. Laurel and
Defence Minister Enrile could very
well play a key part in any future
right-wing coup as it is reported that
they are actively trying to create a
new parliamentary majority with
Marcos’s old party, the New Society
Movement (now renamed the Philipp-
ine Nationalist Party.) If successful,
this would freeze out Aquino’s
coalition of supporters, so it's not
surprising that Aquino dropped her
‘goodwill” stance last week and
threatened the NPA, saying:

“Even as | extend the hand of
peace, the rebels know that | shall
prepare for the eventuality that my
offer will be rebuffed. If the peace
initiative fails, it will not be the old
dispirited army of Marcos that the
insurgents will face.”

CALLOUS IRONIES

As a reporter for the Manila
Sunday Times Magazine so aptly put
it

“They who fought the hardest
and contributed the most martyrs to
the cause of freedom now contem-
plate on the callous ironies of his-
tory.”

A lesson Irish nationalists have
repeatedly learned over the decades.
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Bawnard 1916

8Y PETER O'ROURKE

THE ONLY 1916 leader who took part in the fi
executed in Ireland was Thomas Kent of Cork.

Thomas Kent was born at Bawnard
House, Castlelyons, near Fermoy,
County Cork, in 1867. The Kents wero
p,omincnl in nationalist politics in
the Cork area since the Land League
days and during the |BQO’. Following
in the strong family tradition, Thomas
joined the Gaelic League. An enthusias-
tic member of the Castlelyons branch,
he played 3 prominent part in the

romotion of Irish music and dancing.

p With three of his brothers, Kent
joined the Volunteers in 1913 and, two
years laters, Was arrested and prosecu-
1ed for making a seditlous speech but
was later acquitted. Within a week,
however, he was again behind bars, this
time serving a two-month sentence for
K,(,m;siun of arms and ammunition at
his home.

With Terence MacSwiney, Thomas

MacCurtain and other Cork Volunteers,
he mobilised on Easter Sunday, but
|ater that evening, on receiving word of
MacNeill’s countermanding order, all
Volunteer manoeuvres in Cork were
cancelled, On Tuesday, April 25th, on
hearing news of the Rising in Dublin,
Kent and his three brothers gathered
arms and ammunition in anticipation
of a call-up for operations in the south
or to join the Volunteers in Dublin.

To thwart any attempts by the
British to capture them, the Kent
brothers stayed away from the home
throughout that week.

On April 30th came the depressing
news of the surrender of the republican
forces in Dublin, and the Kents return-
ed quietly to their home on the night
of May 1st.

During the British army swoops in

ght outside Dublin to

County Cork after the Risin, i
armed party of RIC, ...d“'Cv"'L"L‘:&
Con_:lable Rowe, surrounded the Kent
family home at Bawnard House in the
early hours of May 2nd. The RIC had
grdan 10 arrest the entire family
lnf:ludlng Mrs Kent and David Thomul'
William and Richard, her Vour'sons. !
The police called on the occupants
!o surrender, but Mrs Kent replied
‘We are soldiers of the [rish republic’
'qd there will be no surrender.” Armed
with three shotguns, a rifle and a
number of revolvers, her sons put up a
powerful defence. During the pitched
battle, Mrs Kent, who was 85 years old
loaded the guns while her four sons’

fired volley after volley at their attack-
ers,

AMMUNITION EXHAUSTED

After a fight which lasted three

hours and the arrival of military
reinforcements, the Kents eventually
surrendered, having exhausted all their
ammunition, Head Constable Rowe
was killed and several other RIC men
were badly injured.

The family was taken through a
window of the wrecked farm house
and arrested, David Kent was badly
wounded, having |ost two fingers, and
was also wounded in the side. Richard,
a famous athlete, jumped over a ditch
in an attempt to escape, but was
mortally wounded.

Mrs Kent and her two other sons,
Thomas and William, were taken to
Cork Barracks, while David and Rich-
ard were transported to Fermoy
Military Hospital where Richard died
two days later, on May 4th.

The three surviving brothers were

IOTES ON PRONUNCIATION
THE pronunciation glven In brackets Is as near as possible to the sound.

Vowels can be long or short, the length

version being Indicated by a

fada (long mark). Thus we have do (duh) — to or for and do (doe) — two.

CH Is pronounced as In

LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are

thick, spoken with the tongue pressed against the upper front teeth. DH
and GH are like G far back In the throat.

Cd bhfuil (caw will) — Where is, are?
An bhean (un van) — The woman

Limh na mné (lawv nu mnaw) — The
hand of the woman

An fear (un far) — The man

Hata an fhir (hatte un irr) — The man’s
hat

Leabhar (lyowr) — Book

Clidach an leabhair (cloodoch un
Iyowir) — The cover of the book

An bhé (un voe) — The cow

Eireaball na bé (erribul nu bowl— The
cow’s tail

An mhuc (unn vuk) — The pig

Srén na muice (srone na mwike) —
The pig’s nose

An peann (un pwown) — The pen

Dath an phinn (doh an feen) — The
colour of the pen

Cé bhfuil an bhean? — Where is the
woman?

Té si sa seomra — She is in the room.
Ca bhfuil hata an fhir? — Where is the
man's hat?

Té sé sa bhosca — It is in the box.

T4 an bhé sa phéirc — The cow s in

® Thomas Kent and his birthplace,
Bawnard Houss, Castlelyons

tried by court-martial. David and
Thomas were sentenced to death;
William, the youngest, was acquitted;
and, because, of his wounds, David’s
death sentence was commuted to five
years' penal servitude. Thomas Kent
was executed by firing squad in Cork
Jail on May 9th.

Mrs Kent was released after several
days and died at Bawnard House in
January 1917,

The famous battle at the Kent
family home at Bawnard House, Castle-
lyons, County Cork, was fought on
May 2nd 1916, 70 years ago this week.

the field.

Ci bhfuil clidach an leabhair? —
Where is the cover of the book?

Té sé ansin agus an peann leis — It
is there and the pen with it.

DATHANNA — COLOURS
Glas (gloos) — Green
Dubh (duv) — Black
Dearg (dyarg) — Red
Bin (bawn) — White
Gorm (gurum) — Blue
Bui (bwee) — Yellow
Donn (down) — Brown
Rua (roo-eh) — Red-haired
Sméara dearga (smare-uh dyaraga) —
red berries
Bean rua (ban rooeh) — Red-haired
woman
Bean an Fhir Rua (ban un irr roo-eh) —
The Red-Haired Man's Wife (Gaeilge
song).
Cé bhfuil an leabhar bui? — Where is
the yellow book?
Té sé sa bhosca dubh — It is in the
black box.
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CAMPBELL, Teddy (12th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Teddy Campbell, ‘D’ Coy, 2nd
Battalion, Belfast Brigade, Oglalgn
na hElreann, who dled on his release
from Long Kesh Prison Camp on May
3ra 1974, | measc laochra na nGasl
g0 ralbh a anam. Always remembered

by hls friends and comrades In the
Beifast Brigs
CAMPBELL, Teddy (12th Annivers
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Teddy Casmpbell, who dled In
Long Kesh on May 3rd 1974, Fualf
se bas ar son Saolrse. Always remem-
bered by Sinn Fein, Bun na bFal.

COMHBHRON

FITZPATRICK. Despest sympathy s
extended to the family and friends of
Sean Fltzpatrick. From the O/C,
Staff and Volunteers In Portlacise

son.
FITZPATRICK. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Sean Fitzpatrick, secratary of the
Natlonal Graves Assoclation, who
dled recently. From the McGlade/
Plant Sinn Fein cumann, Drimnagh.
FITZPATRICK. Comhalrle limistear
Atha Cliath Sinn Fein extends
deepest sympathy to our comrade
Kevin, famlily and friends on t
death 'of his father, Sean.
FITZPATRICK. The South City Sinn
Fein comhalrle ceantair, Dublin,
extends sincere sympathy to our
comrade, Kevin, family and friends
on the tragic and sudden death of his
father, Sean.

FITZPATRICK. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the famlly and friends
of Sean Fitzpatrick, National Graves

Assoclation, who dled so suddenly
on April 28th, From Cathleen
Knowles.

FITZPATRICK. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Sean Fitzpatrick, National Graves
Assoclation, who dled on Aprll
28th. Ar dheis De go ralbh a anam.
From the McGovern famlly.

HORAN. Listowel Sinn Fein com-
hairle ceantalr extends deepest sym-
pathy to the Horan family, Moy-
vane, on thelr recent bereavement.
MCcELWAINE. The South Fermanagh
Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann, extends
deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of our comrade,

County Fermanagh on Saturday,
April 26tn. Your loss will be feit by
the repubilcans of Monaghan and
neighbouring counties who knew
Seamus as a vallant solajer, He will
remain an Inspiration to us all.
MCELWAINE. Heartfelt sympathy |5
extended to Maura and family on the
death of her brother, IRA Vol Seamus
McElwaine, who was killed by the
British army on Saturday, April 261N.
From John Hedges, Dublin.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy I5
extended to the family, friends and
comrades of Vol Seamus McEiwaine,
who was killed by the British occupa-
tion forces in County Fermanagh on
April 26th. Fualr se bas ar son
saolrse. From the Fermanagh Sinn
Feln comhairle ceantalr.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy IS
extended to the family, friends and
comrades of Vol Seamus McElwaline,
who gave his life for Irish freedom on
April  26th. From the Leonard/
Aherne Sinn Fein cumann, Roslea,
County Fermanagh.

MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the McEilwaine family
on their sad loss. From Cathleen
Knowles.

MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the famlly, flancee and
friends of Vol Seamus McElwaine,
who was killed by British crown
forces on April 26th. | measc laochra
na nGael go raibh a anam. From the
Republican Movement, County Mon-

MCcELWAINE. Deepest sympathy s
extended to the family, flancee and
friends of Vol Seamus McElwaine,
who was klilled by British crown
forces on April 26th. Fuair se bas ag
troid ar son' saoirse na hEireann.
From the O'Hanlon/McMahon Sinn

Seamus McElwaine, who was shot
dead by British soldlers near Roslea
on Saturday, April 26th. Seamus was
a brave and determined guerrilla
tighter, loved by his comrades and by
all of those who belleve In an Ireland
free from British rule.

MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Vol Seamus McElwalne. | measc
laochra na nGael go ralbh a anam.
From the O/C, Staff and Volunteers,
Portlaolise Prison.

MCELWAINE. The republican POWs
In Long Kesh, Maghaberry, Magilll-
gan, Crumliin Road and England
extend their sincere sympathy to the
family and friends of our martyred
comrade, Vol Seamus McElwaine,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who dled In the
cause of freedom and an Irish social-
ist republic on April 26th.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the famlily and friends
of Vol Seamus McElwaine, Oglaigh
na hElreann, who was kllled on active
service on Aprll 26th. A true soldler
of the republic. Ar dheis De go raibh
2 anam dllis. From the Fox/Craw-
ford Sinn Feln cumann, Waterford.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the famlily and frlends
of Vol Seamus McElwaine, Oglaigh
na hElreann, who was kllled on
actlve service by British crown for-
ces on Aprll 26th. ‘'l may dle but th
republic of 1916 wlill live forever.”
From the Paddy Dermody Sinn
Fein cumann, Oldcastle, County
Meath.

McELWAINE. The John Mitchel
Sinn Fein cumann, Newry, extends
deepest sympathy to the friends
and famlly of Vol Seamus McElwalne,
who was Killed on active service on
April 26th.

McELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the famlily and frlends
of Vol Seamus McElwaine, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was killed on
actlve service on Aprll 26th. “They
can kill the revolutionary but never

Seannachtai

BROWNE, Mike (Portlaolse). Happy
birthday, Mike. Love from Mam,
the Cox, yohn and Lliz.

BROWNE, Mike (Portlaoise). Best
wishes, Mike. Love from Mary, Ed,
Marie and Cara.

BROWNE, Mike (Portlaaise). Happy
birthday, Mike. From Jimmy, Berna-
dette and Linda.

BROWNE, Mike (Portlaoise). Birth-
day greetings, Mike. Love from Pat,
Marita, Patrick, Alan and Marita-

nn,

BUTLER, Eddie (Lelcester); CUNN-
INGHAM, Gerry (Long Lartin); HAC-

KETT, Paddy (Parkhurst); MUL-
RYAN, Paddy (Long Lartin). Belated
pirthday greetings to_you all. Best
wishes for the future. Tlocfaldh ar la!
From An Cumann Cabhrach, Walkins-
town, Dublin.

CRAWLEY, John (Portlaoise). Hap-
py birthday, John. Love from Mum,
Dad, Ann, Irene and Alice.
CRAWLEY, John (Portlaoise). Hap-
py birthday, John. Love you and
miss you. Lucy. Xxx

CRAWLEY, John (Portlaoise). Hap-
py birthday, John. What's a nice

uy like you doing In a place like
?hlyﬂ From Him, Her and the three

Lanes, London,

HACKETT, Patrick (Parkhurst). Bir-
thday greetings, Patrick. Best wishes
for the future. O Doirin agus Eamon,
RIng, County Waterford.

HACKETT, Patrick (Parkhurst). All
the very best on your birthday,
Patrick. Kind regards to all. From
Mary and Patrick, Buncrana.

HACKETT, Patrick (Parkhurst). Best
wishes on 'your birthday. From the
McDald/Gaughan/McLoughlin  Sinn
Fein cumann, Buncrana.

O'DWYER, Ella (Brixton). May Day
greetings, Ella, Best of luck from
Svek. Always thinking of you. Also
from the Casement/Nolan Sinn Fein
cumann, Dun Laoghaire.

Torthai
crannchur

An Cumann

s Cabhrach, Dublin

Eioc' 277; £50: 77; £25:
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Cagain 400 Private Members Draw

o 0: 82, Tony Langan, c/o Ellish

jady, Cabra; £100: 77, Leo Maguire,

Mec Eilish Brady; £100: 342, C.

K h:be. c/o S. Crowe; £100: 238,

s cKay, c/o Angela Quinn; £75:

Kea Cormac King; £75: 59, Gerry

fearns, Tallaght.

wioonnell’s Club, Belfast Sinn Fein
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354;
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. SINN FEIN
INTERNAL GONFERENGE

Weekend 24th/25th May
DUBLIN

Members wishing to attend should contact the
Sinn Fein General Secretary, 44 Parnell Square,

for details

the ' From the McDon-
nell/Cogan Sinn Feln cumann, Kells,
County Meath.

McELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Vol Seamus McElwaine, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was killed on

Fein cumann, g
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family, flancee and
friends of Vol Seamus McEiwaine,
who was killed on active service by
British crown forces on April 26th.
NI dheanfaimid dearmad air go deo.
From the Aine Ni Neil Sinn Fein
Smithsboro, County Man-
aghan. 5

Mac GIOLLA BHAIN. Ba mhaith
linn ar gcomhbhrén a ghabhail do
chlann Mac Giolla BhSin ar bhis
Seamus, Oglach in_arm Poblachta na
hEireann. Fuair s@ bSs_ar son saolrse
mhuintir na hE€ireann. O Caoimnghin,
Brfd agus Aislinn O Caolain, Contae
Mulneachdn.

MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family, fiancee and
frienas of Vol Seamus McElwaine,
who was killed by crown forces on
April_26th. From the East Cavan
Sinn Fein comhairle ceantalr.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family, flancee and
friends of Vol Seamus McElwaine,
who was killed on active service by
British crown forces on April 26th.
From the Francis Hughes Sinn Fein
cumann, Ballyjamesduff, County Cav-

n.
McELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Vol Seamus McElwaine, who
was kllled on active service on April
26th. Fualr se bas ar son na hElreann.
From the Patrick McKenna Sinn
Fein cumann, Knockatallon, County
Monaghan.

MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends of
Vol Seamus McElwaine. From the
Frank Oriver Sinn Fein cumann,
West Wicklow.

McELWA INE. The death of IRA Vol
Seamus McElwaine, Killed on active
service, is deeply regretted by his
friend and comrade, Paul Kane.
McELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the family and friends
of Vol Seamus McElwalne, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was killed on
active service by British crown forces
on Aprll 26th. Ar dheis De go raibh
a anam dills. From Cormac King;
Pat McGovern. Mary K; Brian, Lor-
na and kids; Ann, Pat and Kids;
Paddy Dempsey; and Nilly.

active service by British crown for» MEELWAINE.  The statt of An
ces on Aprll 26th. N P News extend
doarmad. alr go deo. From Dun thelr ~heartfelt sympathy to the

Laolre Sinn Feln comhalrle ceantalr.
MCELWAINE. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to the frlends and family
of my friend and comrade, Vol
Seamus McElwaine, who died on
active service on April 26th. From
Gerard McDonnell (Brixton).
MCcELWAINE. Sinn Fein Bun na
bhFal extend thelr deepest sympathy
to the famlly and friends of Vol
Seamus McElwaine, who was Killed
on actlve service by British troops
on April 26th. | measc laochra na
nGael go raibh a anam dilis.
MCcELWAINE. The Tony Anherne
Sinn Fein cumann, Clones, extends
deepest sympathy to the family of
IRA Vol Seamus McElwaine, who
was shot dead by British soldlers near
Roslea. Your son and brother was
our comrade and friend, an exemplary
member of Oglaigh na hElreann
whose loss will be sadly feit by all of
those privileged to have known him
and by the dispossessed people of
Ireland on whose behalf he fought
and died.

MCcELWAINE. Monaghan Sinn Fein
combhairle ceantair extends heartfeit
sympathy to the McElwaine family
on the death of Seamus, a Volunteer
of Oglaigh na hEireann who was kill-
ed In action by crown forces in

family, friends and comrades of IRA
Vol Seamus McElwaine.
MAGUIRE. Deepest sympathy s ex-
tended to Thomas Magulre (Brixton),
and family and friends of Terence
Maguire, who died recently as a re-
sult of a tragic accident. Ar dheis
De go ralbh a anam. From An Cum-
ann Cabhrach/POW Campalgn Com-
mittee, Britain.

O'CALLAGHAN. Deepest sympathy
Is extended to Kitty O'Callaghan on
the death of her brother, Danla,
who dled on Aprll 18th after a short
Iliness. From the Republican Mave-
ment, Cork city,

O'CALLAGHAN. Deepest sympathy
Is extended to Kitty O'Callaghan
on the death of her brother, Donle,
who died on April 18th after a short
lliness. From Cork Sinn Fein com-
hairle ceantalr.

O'CALLAGHAN. Deepest sympathy
Is offered to Kitty O'Callaghan on
the death of her brother, Donle,
who died on April 18th after a short
iliness, From Flanna Elreann, Cork

city.

TURNER. Deepest sympathy Is
tended to our friend and comra
Breda Lavery, and the family circle
on the recent death of her mother,
Annle Turner. From -Lar na bhFal
Sinn Feln.
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