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while in custody. Last Friday,
July 18th, he had been detained
by the RUC on his way to work.
One RUC man pointed to his gun
and, according to Mrs Neeson,
told Brendan “jt was for him”.
SECTARIAN SPLEEN

This incident and others out-
lined in this edition of AP/RN,
where RUC personnel have vented
their sectarian spleen against Nor-
thern nationalists — actually break-
ing limbs in one attack — make
a nonsense of SDLP claims that
nationalists can rely on the RUC
for protection.

ON Tuesday morning, His wife told AP/AN:
‘“When | tried to telephone

JUIy 22nd, the RUC the doctor for John they pulled

used sledgehammers to it from my hands, pushed me on-
h thei s to the settee and said, ‘Lie there,
smash their way into a o,

Cookstown  family’s N
home and assaulted a Meanwhile, the couple’s son

midd|e-aged coupleand Brendan was bundled into ano- |
ther room and beaten up by sev-

their son. eral RUC men. Mrs Neeson heard

John and Cora Neeson, parents him “screaming that they were
of former Sinn Fein Councillor burning him with a cigarette.
Christopher Neeson, were start- When he came out of the room
led from their sleep at 6.30am they had his hands handcuffed ) 4
by the deafening noise of the behind his back”. ; Nor can the Dublin establish-
sledgehammers which broke down For the next two hours the ® JOHN NEESON ; ment be relied on, as a young
their back door. Over 30 RUC house was thoroughly raided with raided on the same morning and County Tyrone man discovered
men stormed the house and ush- carpets and floorboards torn up in both men arrested under Section when he was arr?steq on Tl{es-
ered the couple and their 23-year- the bedrooms, pictures smashed 11.) day by gardai acting in collusion
old son Brendan from the upstairs and Mrs Neeson’s dentures vindic-  John Neeson was held for with the RUC, and as farmers
bedrooms. tively broken. “They were like three hours and released but his along the South Armagh/Louth/

John Neeson (50), who is mad animals. It was pure bad- son Brendan was taken to Gough Monaghan border learned when
recovering from a serious illness, ness,” she said. Barracks .under Secn_on 11..G|v9n Freg State for'cfas provided pro-
was pushed from the top landing (Two other houses belonging to the beating 'he received prior to tection for British troops build-
and tumbled head-first down the Sinn Fein members Joseph Bell his arrest, his parents are under- ing unwanted concrete obsarvat-
stairs, hurting his back and neck. and Patsy Mcliwaney were also standably anxious for his safety ion posts along the frontier.

2




Leathansch 2 —

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, July 24th, 1986

CREDIT for

relatives and friends,
publicised the sham
show

ence at all!

veneer is distinctly tacky.

Black a

last Friday’s Black Appeal
Court verdict lies largely with the defendpa‘:rets'
those who tirelessly
€ nature of the Black
-trial until it finally became an embarrass-
ment to the British establishment.

The British were, nevertheless, able to imprison five
men fo_r nearly five years, rather longer than any intern-
ee fiunnq the 1971-75 period, and, overall, the paid-
perjurer system has enabled the British to hold scores
of individuals for periods of several years, on no evid-

Another reason why the show-trial system is particu-
larly valued by Britain is because it has the appearance
of a ‘normal’ trial system even though, close up, that

'Reoem remarks by the British Attorney General
Michael Havers, as well as the rejection earlier lhl;
month of appeals by two victims of RUC perjurer
Kevin McGrady, indicate that the system is to continue,

‘Il'hos? two men (one of them Sinn Fein's former

ppeal

or

dent, said last Thursday:

perfect and rationalise it.”

ganiser, Jim Gib
Thirtyseven other people have appeals pending (from
the Kirkpatrick and Quigley cases), and around 24 are
awaiting a first trial (on the word of Kirkpatrick or of
Derry woman Angela Whoriskey). Many are held in Jail.

The lesson of the Black appeal should thus be for
republicans and nationalists to redouble their campaign-
ing efforts against the paid-perjury system.

As West Belfast MP Gerry Adams, Sinn Fain's presi-

“The decision should not be viewed as a victory for
the London-Dublin Agreement or the end of the paid-
perjurer system... The British government clearly has
no intention of abandoning this system but intends to

y) remain incarcerated.

® Rubbish mounts outside Strabane RUC Barracks

UDR attacked

A UDR CORPORAL from Castlederg in County Tyrone had a
narrow escape when a booby-trap bomb, placed under his
van the previous night by IRA Voluntoers, exploded on

Friday morning, July 18th,
The soldier, who lives a short
distance from the County Tyrone
town, was driving Into work when
the bomb exploded, shortly after
fam, & he pawsed over a small
bridge on the Castlegore Road.
The van disintegrated In the ax
plosion but apart from a few
brulses and scratches the soldier,
who has been in the regiment for
ten years, was largely uninjured

ARMAGH SHOOTING

In & swcond attack, in Armagh
city, st lunchtime on Tuesday,
July 22nd, a man was shot and

wriously wounded. In a state
ment claiming responsibility, the
2nd Batwalion, Armagh Brigade,
described the man, who joined
the UDA in 1970, a1 a “sergeant
major in the UDR™.

BELFAST EXPLOSIVES

On Monday evening, July 21st,
the crown forces uncovered explo-
sives and equipment belonging to
the IRA In Andersonstown in
West Belfast.

The Belfast Brigade criticised
the efforts of the RUC and Brit-
ish army to frighten and evacuate

8 large number of familisy from
the area. In its statement the RA
pointed out:

“The explosives are in 5 ,,
tally safe condition. There are no
bombs among the equipment cap-
tured and the only danger to
local residents or property COmes
from the British army and RUC
who, for their own Propagands
reasons, may decide to evacyare
local residents and tamper vy,
the explosives.”

CROWN FORCES RUBBISH

Employees of Strabane Coync;)
are still maintaining their boy.
cott on the collection of refuse
at RUC and four UDR page
throughout the district despite
efforts by the council chairper
son, Independent Councillor James
O’'Kane, to force a change in
attitude.

At two recent council megt
ings O’Kane made formal pro
posals that the council should i,
struct its technical services office,
to take any steps necessary to en.
sure that the refuse was collected
from crown force bases. However
at each meeting O'Kane failed o
get a seconder.

O’Kane’s remarks prompieg
the Irish Republican Army
issue the following statement 1o
the media:

“Following the reported re.
marks of Councillor James 0
Kane, we wish to reiterate oyr
earlier warning — anyone assist
ing the crown forces or carrying
out work for them, including the
removal of their rubbish, will be
classed as collaborators and treat
ed as such. If Councillor 0'Kane
wishes to put himself in that care
gory that is his free choice. Let
the crown forces make their own
arrangements for the removal of
their rubbish pending their own
removal from our country.”

Waiting for the autumn

[L8Y MAIRTIN Msc DIARMADA ]

IN THE FALL-OUT from the Twelfth, and the Dublin gov-
ernment’s response to it, nationalists in the six counties are
getting a taste of what the Hillsborough Agreement is all

about.

With daily attacks on nat-
ionalist areas and a mounting
twll of sectarian killings by loyal-
ists, the promised protection
under the London-Dublin Deal
has proved to be an abject fail-
ure — as republicans predicted it
would be. Last week, Peter
Barry (wearing his hat as Free
State Foreign Minister) criticised
the decision to allow the Orange
parade through Garvaghy Road in
Portadown on the Twelfth. It
later emerged from Garret Fitz-
Gerald in the Sunday Press,
that the Dublin government had
been assured by the British that
there would be no repetition of
last year's Orange triumphalism in
Portadown. They allegedly only
found out about the rerouting
through Garvaghy on the night
of July 11th, when the RUC
and Orangemen announced their
compramise’.

Reacting to Barry’s criticisms,
direct-ruler Tom King said in the
British House of Commons that
he had “no intention of in any
way seeking to interfere with the
RUC”. In the by now very public
row between King and Barry, the
British direct-ruler continued to
wipe his hands of the capitulat-
on to Orangeism in Portadown.

Rty kel 4

He maintained that the routes
of marches was up to the RUC.

FRAGILE IMAGE

While King was warding off the
storm, the Dublin government and
the SDLP were working hard 10
protect the fragile image of the
Hillsborough Agreement.

Garret FitzGerald was saying
that “probably the worst is over
in terms of the marching season —
although you can never be sure
until the last march is over — and
we will concentiate from now on
in implementing the Agreement”.
This was echoed by John Hume
who said they must “move for-
ward” in putting the deal into
action.

Having so clearly failed to
guarantee any protection for nat-
ionalists, Dublin and the SDLP
have attempted to put the contro-
versy over the ‘marching season’
outside the framework of Hills-
borough, with Peter Barry saying
that there was no formal com-
mitment to raise the issue in the
Inter-Governmental  Conference,
and there is word of a private
meeting between Barry and King
next week.

DUBLIN-SDLP
SCENARIO
Meanwhile; -the- Dublin govern-

N L DT L R

ment-SDLP scenario for national
ists goes something like this
the Orange season of discontent
has been a nightmare from which
the six counties will shortly be
awakened. There will follow a
fruittul autumn of reforms to be
delivered by Peter Barry, the
champion of nationalism,

The dream is very far from the
reality. On Tuesday, July 22nd,
the Irish News claimed on its
front page that “Dublin pressure
ends Diplock courts”, The story
claimed that one-judge Diplock
courts were to be abolished al-
together (“in the autumn”, of
course), Later that day, the North-
ern lreland Office denied the
story.

QUESTIONS

As they await their elusive
reforms, the SOLP has been tar-
geting the Republican Movement
and diverting attention from the
loyalist reaction to Hillsborough,
blaming the IRA for loyalist
attacks on nationalists.

The major questions this raises
for the SDLP in the present cri-
sis were posed by Danny Morri-
son on Wednesday, July 23rd;

“Yesterday Mr Seamus Mallon
attempted to suggest that the |IRA
was responsible for provoking loy-
alist sectarian attacks despite the
fact that it would be the genera/
perception that the most recent
loyalist Jattacks are aimed at

AR AR o
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@ BRIAN FEENEY

overturning  the
Agreement.

“SDLP leaders have regularly
and morally proclaimed that a
united Ireland is not worth the
loss of* one life. | challenge Mr
Mallon to state whether the Hills-
borough Agreement — which
doesn’t guarantee an end to the
British presence or an end to the
loyalist veto — js worth the
present loss of Catholic lives and
the nightly attacks on Catholics.

“Brian Feeney, on behalf of
the .?DLP, attempted to entirely
dismiss the ability of the IRA, or
a role for the IRA in dnhm:o'by
correctly stating that jr wu(vlrg
tually impossible to prevent ran.

Hillsborough

dom assassinations, However, in

® PETER BARRY

the scenario of a crisis sitvatiol
where nationalist ghetto 3¢l
came under prolonged loyalst
attacks | would like the SDL”
to answer some important qUest
lons which they have run 3wy
from. Could people rely on P’
Barry and Free State soldiers 0
come in and defend them ¢
would the SDLP issue such 2
call? What role would the SDY"
play on the barricades and Wh*'
would they have in their han®
that would meaningfully %"
armed loyalists? Or would the %°
fence of the nationalist <"
as many people believe, res! °'*
again with the IRA?

“We await answers.”




Taxi-

" BY EAMON TRACY

MARTIN DUFFY, who was shot
dead on Saturday night, July
19th, was the UVF's third victim
in ten days and the seventh victim
of loyalist assassins in North
Belfast since the beginning of the
year.

The various nationalist communities
of North Belfast are once again the
target for an indiscriminate terror cam-
Paign of assassination by loyalists.

In an area where, only a few weeks
ago, front doors were left open for
children and neighbours, closed and
barred doors, and drawn curtains now
dominate. As street lights begin to
switch on in nationalist areas of North
Belfast, few people are to be seen walking

driver Slﬂlll

(11), Martin (7) and Michael (4). He had
been a firefighter for eight years and lived
in Manor Street in North Belfast which,
since last June, has witnessed some of the
most serious attacks on nationalist homes
by loyalists for many years.

The murdered man worked part-time
for a private taxi firm, Cedar Taxis. On
Saturday night, at around 10pm, a caller
asked for a taxi to be sent to Chichester
Park Central off the Antrim Road. He
was one of three drivers waiting to take a
fare and, by chance, was first on the list.

When he arrived at the location
given, he was confronted by gunmen who
shot him in the head, back and arm.
Somehow he managed to stagger almost
100 yards to the nearby Chester Park
Hotel, where he collapsed in the car-
park. Several nurses who had been in the

FIREFIGHTER

along the quiet, deserted roads.

Aged 28, Martin Duffy was a married
man with three young children, Kevin

bar gave what help they could before he
was rushed to the Mater Hospital. He died
less than an hour later following an

emergency operation.
Twelve hours

later,

the Protestant

Manor Street

“THEY'VE GOT Ballymurphy and one half of Manor Street
— they’re not getting the other half!”

This clearly sectarian outburst
from a seething George ‘Burn the
Catholics’ Seawright to reporters
on Monday, July 14th, during a
vicious attack by several hundred
loyalists on nationalist homes in
North Belfast’s Manor Street is
indicative of growing loyalist ani-
mosity towards nationalists living
there.

Over the weekend, a make-
shift 12-foot-high corrugated iron
fence was erected between loyal-
ists and nationalist houses follow-
ing two weeks of ongoing con-
frontations as nationalists defen-
ded their homes against attacks.
The current atmosphere among
Manor Street’s nationalists, heigh-
tened by the assassination by loy-
alist gunmen of Martin Duffy at
the weekend, is one of tangible
fear and tension. They are also
deeply angered at the extensive
media coverage given to loyalists
in the street who, they say, have
instigated the present conflict
while their predicament has been
generally ignored.

The spark which ignited these
attacks came on Friday night,
June 20th, when Seawright led an
Orange parade through the nat-
ionalist end of the street. The
reason was simple: to intimidate
the nationalists who lived there
and whip up sectarianism. Several
nationalist houses in the street
had their windows broken.

Two weeks before the parade,
over 100 loyalist families - had
moved into a Housing Executive
development originally intended
to relieve a backlog of nationalist
families from the Oldpark area.
The politically-sanctioned decis-
ion to reverse Housing Executive
plans and allocate the houses to
loyalists — many with as little as
30 points compared to national-
ists on the waiting list with up-

wards of 100 points — was yet
another example of British capitu-
lation to loyalist political pressure
(the unionist MP for the area,
Cecil Walker, was undoubtedly in-
strumental in forcing this U-turn).

DEMARCATION

Since their arrival in Manor

Street, there is no mistaking
where the demarcation line be-
tween loyalist and nationalist
houses begins and ends. The

freshly painted red, white and
blue kerbs and lamp-posts half-
way down the street, and the con-
tinuous presence of an RUC
Land Rover since the attacks,
denotes ‘loyalist territory’.

On the night of Thursday,
July 10th, the corner house of
mother-of-three Lana O'Neill,
which faces loyalist houses in
Avonbeg Close, was targeted by
a mob of at least 40 loyalists,
many of whom were masked and
residents believe were members of
the UDA.

An RUC Land Rover, situated’

yards from the O’Neill house, wit-
nessed the incident but took no
action as the mob began smash-
ing every window and pounded
the front door with hatchets.
Inside, a terrified Lana O’Neill
ran upstairs to her daughters,
Lana (9) and Geraldine (7) and
pulled a duvet cover over their
heads to protect them from fly-
ing glass.

Now homeless, her house
wrecked, Mrs O’Neill told AP/RN:

“I'm not going back to the
house; | have no confidence in
the RUC protecting me and my
children. Only for the people here
who scattered them into the cul-
de-sac, | think we’d be dead. We
had to run from the house;
my children were in their bare
feet.”

Next-door-neighbour Josephine
Higgins was in an upstairs bed-
room feeding her newly-born
daughter  Colette, only three
weeks old, when a brick came
through the window. She was hit
on the leg and flung baby Colette
onto the bed, screaming with
pain; the tibia bone of her right
leg was broken in two.

RUNNING AMOK

By then the mob was running
amok, systematically breaking the
back windows of five other nat-
ionalist houses in nearby Roe
Street where a five-year-old boy
had a narrow escape when he
was hit by a brick as he lay sleep-
ing. The boy’s father, a member
of the residents’ association, told
AP/RN: “His wee nerves are
shattered, he’s really scared to
stay in the room.” They and other
families were forced to send their
children to relatives: “We didn‘t
see the kids at all for a week,
they were in different beds,
different cots and prams”.

As nationalists came from their
homes that night they were
showered with stones and bottles.
Tom Higgins recalls:

‘“We had nothing to defend
ourselves with but the stones that
were thrown at us. We picked
them up and threw them back
and somehow managed to get
them to withdraw.”

Neighbours evacuated Tom
Higgins, his injured wife Josephine
and their three children from the
house. The couple had been pre-
viously driven from their home
by loyalists in Lisburn’s Old
Warren Estate in August 1985
and until moving into Manor
Street, in March, were living in a
hostel with their children for
nine months.

ONSLAUGHT

The viciousness of the attack
on July 10th put nationalists on
the alert. The following night,

®Scene of the sectarian assassi
Action Force, a ‘flag of convenience’ for
the UVF, claimed responsibility.

‘Big Marty’, as he had been known in
the fire service, had survived a sectarian

Tension grips

tion of Martin Duffy (inset)

when loyalists again gathered and
launched a further onslaught, nat-
ionalists defended their homes
and broke windows in loyalist
houses. “We just didnt go in
without intense provocation,”
they told AP/RN. While tension
in the area ran high over the
Twelfth, it wasn’t until Monday
14th that loyalists, whipped into
a frenzy by the arrival of Sea-
wright that morning, again attack-
ed in their hundreds, breaking
more windows.

Loyalists overturned one of
several RUC jeeps and burned a
bus on the Oldpark Road, the
RUC once again proving ineffec-
tive in ‘impartially’ challenging
the loyalists. The British army
was deployed to back up the RUC
and remained in the street for the
next four days.

NOWHERE TO GO

A number of nationalists in
Manor Street have moved out
while people like the Higgins
would like to move but have been
told by the Housing Executive

attack several years ago. On that occasion
loyalists had attempted to axe him to
death but he fought and escaped with a
head wound which needed 16 stitches.

that they have nowhere to house
them. “We’ve boards at the bed-
room windows, a corrugated fence
out the back and the RUC sitting
at the front. You're afraid to go
to bed. I've the baby lying on the
settee in case a bullet or brick
comes through the window. The
whole area’s up all night. It’s all
tense; everybody sits with their
light out, listening with the
window open. Any wee noise and
you jump.””

Last Friday, July 18th, resi-
dents’ committee members had a
meeting with Northern Ireland
Office, Department of the En-
vironment and Housing Execiftive
representatives to demand the
building of a permanent structure
across Manor Street to protect
their homes and families against
further loyalist attacks. What
they got from those authorities,
who after all bear responsibility
for creating the present situation,
was predictable — a flimsy corru-
gated iron fence and no commit-
ment to rehouse terrified families.

®The dividing fence under construction in Belfast’s Manor Street
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otreet traders

GARDAI in Dublin have

once again stepped up their harass-

ment of street traders in the city, The

has seen over 50 of the tr
for trying to earn a living.

Plainclothes and uniformed gar-
dai have been arresting the traders
and in one case a young man
trading in Henry Street was assaul-
ted by a plainclothes garda,

On Thursday, July 10th, Ger-
ald Kiely (17) was selling goods in
Henry Street when he was approa-
ched by Garda Ronan Kennedy.
Kennedy Physically assaulted Kie-
ly before arresting him and taking

Past week and a half

aders before the courts and fined

him to Store Street Garda Barr-
acks,

On Friday, July 18th, over 100
street traders and their supporters
placed a picket on Store Street
after a march from Henry Street,
They had arranged a meeting with
Garda Superintendent Francis for
12 noon, but when the traders’
representatives went into the
barracks they were told that

July 24th, 1986

Francis was ‘busy’ and could not
see them.
ANSWER ;

Sinn Fein Councillor Christy
Burke, who was to take part in
the meeting along with Leinster
House Deputy Tony Gregory,
commented after the protest:

“It seems that the gardai have
plenty of time to meet with and
look after the interests of big
businesses in this city. Their
answer to ordinary working-class
people trying to earn a living Is
constant harassment at the behest
of the .City Centre Businesses
Association.””

@ Stroet traders assemble in Henry Street prior to their march angd Pickey

Street Garda Barracks

N Story

Victory for Buckingham

LBY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA I

TENANTS of Buckingham Buildings, i‘n Dublin's_ Nor(:
Inner City, won a victory in Dublin District Court this weel
when the flats complex was declared unsafe and ordered to

tenants

ok

be demolished.

The court hearing on Monday,
July 21st, brought to an end the
long battle of the Buckingham
landlords, Landswick - Properties
Ltd, to keep their slum build-
ings open. After appealing an
earlier decision of the court to
close the flats, the landlords
carried out hasty repairs but
these were found by the court
to be totally inadequate. A Dub-
lin Corporation fire officer, Kevin
“Caffrey, said that the ceilings
constituted a serious fire hazard.

Henry Street branch in
Dublin on Saturday, July 19th,
by the 11 anti-apartheid strikers to
mark the second anniversary of
their historic dispute was joined
by over 500 people during the
course of the day.

Banners from the Dublin Council of
Trade Unions, Waterford Trades Coun-
cil, the Anti-Apartheid Movement and
left-wing political parties including Sinn
Fein were on display. Also present were
a number of leading trade union figures
from the Dublin area.

The size of tlle picket effectively
deterred most would-be shoppers, there-
by putting a sizeable dent in Dunnes’
profits for the day. The strikers declared
themselves well-pleased with the picket,
but their union, IDATU, is appealing for
financial support. IDATU points out
that, to date, it has spent approximately
£40,000 on the strike and is continuing
to pay strike benefit. All donations
should be made payable to: IDATU/
Dunnes Stores Strike Fund, 9 Cavendish
Row, Dublin 1.

e

The receiver of New Dublin Gas,
Bernard Somers, has announced his
intention to make over 500 of the

1,100 workforce redundant as part of his
reorganisation proposals. Most of the
300 temporary workers taken on during
the conversion programme have already
been let go. Somers also said he would
not be handing the company over to
the Dublin government for at least a
year. Talks are scheduled between the
unions involved and Somers for Friday,
July 25th.

Despite strenuous objections
from legal counsel for the land-

lords, Vincent O’Reilly and Davi.d
Meagher, the judge upheld his
earlier order and said that Buck-
ingham Buildings must be closed.

Forty of the tenants were pre-
sent in court and clapped and
cheered when they heard the
ruling.
REHOUSING DEMAND

Sinn Fein Councillor Christy
Burke has supported the ten-
ants from the beginning in their
demands for the demolition of
the flats and rehousing in the
North Inner City.

He said that the court decis-
ion was ““a victory for the people

@ CHRISTY BURKE

of Buckingham Buildings, one of
the last privately-owned slums in
Dublin.

“It should now be followed im.
mediately with rehousing of the
tenants in this area or the area
of their choice.

“Sinn_ Fein congratulates the
tenants on their victory.”

Effective

o

plant in Inchicore, Dublin, are balloting
on redundancy terms which will mean the
loss of 308 jobs from the end of Septem- ::
ber. :

The company has offered five weeks’
pay per year of service, plus a £1,000
lump-sum payment. If the offer is rejec-
ted management says it will scrap plans 8
to retain the plant (along with 80 jobs) ::
as a distribution point for imported
chocolate.

The majority union there, the ATGWU,
feels that it has been placed in an impos- :;
sible negotiating position and predict

) 53 EY ) o [
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A spokesperson for AUEW/TASS,
when contacted by AP/RN, said that
even if the redundancy package is accep-
table to his members the union would
not be co-operating with Somers unless
he delivered to the union concrete

@ Second anniversary of the Dunnes Stores strike and the strikers’ resolve remains umﬂmlnllh.u

“political” assurances that the com
pan!
would be brought under state ownershi;
as promised when the company coll-
apsed earlier this year,
»ea

Workers at the R

their s will accept the offer.

ne
Upwards of 100 part-time workers are
being laid off at Bord na Mona’s Mount-
dillon plant near Lanesboro, County
Roscommon.
This is the second year in a row that
this seasonal work has been disrupted :
due to what Bord na Mona is pleased to ::
call a “disastrous summer season.” 3
The unions involved have condemned ::
the lay-offs, saying that if the company
had diversified its operation during the
Year, as the unions requested last summer, :
the seasonal work could have been saved.
e
The Irish Distributive & Administra-
tive Trade Union placed pickets on the
Brown Thomas store in Grafton Street,
Dublin, on Thursday, July 17th, and :
Friday 18th in protest at management’s :
unnegotiated late-night opening of the :
store. R
IDATU explains that its members are
opposed to late-night opening and on the
two nights when the pickets were m?“"'
ted, staffing was provided by non-union-
ised summer workers, managers and
supervisors, who catered for the trickle

of sh s who passed the picket line.




candidate in last year’s local
ughnacloy area of South Ty-
in-glove collusion” between

the British army/RUC North of the border and the gardai

in the South,

‘Har comment follows a sus-
tained assault directed against her
22-year-old brother, Aidan Mc-
Anespie, by a British soldier and
an RUC man at Aughnacloy
checkpoint on Monday night and
his subsequent arrest by Mona-
ghan gardal the next day.

3 McAnespie, who is a regular
victim of harassment North of the
border, was returning from his
workplace at Monaghan Poultry
Products, outside Monaghan town,
on Monday when he was stopped
at the Aughnacloy checkpoint at
9.10pm. He opened his car
boot when asked to do so by an
RUC man and was answering the
standard questions about where
he was coming from and going to
when a British soldier who was
present said that he should be
pulled into the ‘shade’, an en-
closed area used for detailed
searches. Aidan McAnespie recalls
what happened next:

“I was pulled in and asked to
open the doors of my car, which
! did. The Brit then got in and
began to rip and tear through the
car, pulling the back seat out and
throwing it onto the ground.

“The RUC man told me to
put my hands on the roof of the
car and, when | did, he began to
body-search me. He then told
me to take off my shoes and,
when | refused, he said that
they would be taken off forcibly.”

ATTACKED

At this stage, McAnespie asked
to see an RUC sergeant from
Aughnacloy but, after falsely
claiming that he himself was a
sergeant, the RUC man again
told McAnespie to take off his
shoes before grabbing him by the
arm:

“l pulled away but the RUC
man and the Brit jumped on top
of me and had me down on

AN PHOBLACHT/R

Gross-border collusion

AILISH McCABE, a Sinn Fein
government elections in the A
rone, has slammed the “hang.-

the ground with one arm twisted
behind my back. When | tried to
pull away the soldier pressed his
knee into my stomach and hit
me on the back of the head. Dur-
ing all this we had moved out of
the ‘shade’ into the middle of
the checkpoint, but they drag-
ged me back again by my two
legs.

“The soldier knelt on top of
my back with. me lying face
down. He caught me by the ears
and hair, keeping a tight grip
while the RUC man tore my
shoes off. They then told me to
get up and | was told that | would
be summonsed for ‘obstructing a
policeman in the performance of
his duty’. It was 10pm when |
was finally told to go.”

McAnespie went to Aughna-

‘cloy RUC Barracks to register a

formal complaint but was told
that no-one was available to take
the complaint.

MONAGHAN
The next morning, as he drove
to work in Monaghan, the British
soldier at the checkpoint simply
waved McAnespie through, which

® (Insat) Allh

was unusual in itself, but as he
approached Monaghan Poultry
Products a uniformed garda patrol
awaited the Aughnacloy man:

“| was told to open the car
boot, which | did, and was then
asked if | was Aidan McAnespie.
When | replied that | was, a garda
told me that | was being arrested
under Section 30 of the Offences
Against the State Act and that
the car was being seized as well.”

Inside Monaghan Garda Barr-
acks, it became clear that Mc-
Anespie was simply being held as
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a form of harassment and when
members of his family visited the
barracks shortly after 1pm he was
released. Speaking from Mon-
aghan after her brother’s re-
lease, Ailish McCabe said:

“All of this is part of the
Hillsborough build-up on ‘cross-
border security’, as they call it,
with the crown forces in the
North and the gardai in the
South working hand-in-glove and
making life difficult for people
like Aidan who cross the border
every day.”

®JOE
CALLAGHAN

Victimisation continues

THREE WEEKS after being physically assaulted and badly
beaten by members of the RUC, a young Derry man has been
subjected to two further and even more vicious beatings at
the hands of the same sectarian force.

In the July 3rd edition of AP/
RN, Christopher Campbell (23),
who lives in the Creggan Estate,
Derry, told how he was attacked
by the RUC on his way home in
the early hours of Sunday, June
29th. In a carbon-copy attack at
around midnight last Saturday,
July 19th, as Campbell crossed a
city-centre street he was set upon
by three RUC men who forcibly
dragged him by the hair into their
Land Rover after knocking his
wife over.

RIFLE-BUTTED
Inside the Land Rover, Camp-
bell was struck across the face
with a rifle butt and systematically

beaten about the body, legs and
head. He was taken to Strand
Road RUC Barracks where he was
attacked again by five RUC men
in the reception room and was
charged with several petty offen-
ces, including ‘possession of an
offensive weapon’ (an umbrella
that his wife had given him to
hold).

As in the previous attack three
weeks ago, Campbell sustained
extensive bruising to his ribs,
abdomen, upper arms and legs,
and had to be treated in Altnagel-
vin Hospital.

In an angry denunciation of this
and the earlier attack on Christo-

VIGIOUS
BEATINGS

I BY TREASA LYNCH I

TWO NATIONALIST MEN from West Belfast were the
victims of vicious beatings by the RUC in the early hours of
Friday, July 18th, and Saturday, July 19th.

Joe Callaghan (32), who lives
at Distillery Walk in the Lower
Falls area, was stopped by the
RUC as he was walking alone into
Beechmount Street in West Belfast
at around 1am on Friday morning.

Without = warning, Callaghan
was assaulted by between six and
eight RUC men who jumped out
of the back of several Land Rov-
ers. In the attack he received
gashes to his head, a cut lip, a

pher Campbell, Sinn Fein Coun-
cillor Hugh Brady said that vicious
sectarian attacks such as these
could result in “permanent dam-
age” to the health of the young
Derry nationalist.

STRUCK AGAIN

Within days of Brady’s warn-
ing, however, the RUC struck
again in the early hours of Wed-
nesday morning when they beat
Campbell so severely that he
ended up badly bruised and on
crutches.

This latest attack occurred at
1.20am as Campbell and his wife
Kathleen were returning from a
birthday celebration in the Carraig
Inn. As the couple walked along
Strand Road, an unmarked red
Cortina car pulled up beside them
and a number of RUC men jump-
ed out.

badly sprained wrist, bruised chest
and elbows, and severe bruising to
his right leg.

Calling Callaghan a “Fenian
bastard”, the RUC bundled him
into a jeep and threatened to
dump him on the Shankill Road
but he was taken to Grosvenor
Road RUC Barracks where he was
charged with four assaults and
disorderly behaviour.

Callaghan was refused permiss-

They proceeded to kick Camp-
bell into a doorway until local
people, including a nurse, arri-
ved on the scene. As the nurse
attempted to administer first-aid
the RUC men hurried back to
Strand Road Barracks and re-
turned quickly in a Land Rover.
They pushed the nurse and Kath-
leen Campbell out oi the way,
threw Christopher into the Land
Rover and began to beat him ag-
ain.

After this brutal assault the
RUC drove their victim to Alt-
nagelvin Hospital, where he was
cetained for two hours. As he
was being released from the hos-
pital the RUC confronted him
again to announce that they were
charging both Campbell and his
wife with ‘disorderly behaviour’.
Once again they threw Campbell
into the Land Rover, telling his
wife that he was being taken back
for another beating.

Imprisoned in a cell in Strand
Road Barracks, Campbell was re-

ion to see his own doctor and was
released on £50 bail at noon on
Friday.

ARM BROKEN

Early the following morning,
Lawrence McGahey (28), who
lives at Culmore Gardens, Ander-
sonstown, was assaulted after
leaving a West Belfast social club
with his wife and her father and
mother.

He was knocked unconscious
by two RUC men and sustained
bruises to his left eye and should-
ers and his arm was broken. He
too was taken to Grosvenor Road
Barracks and charged with disord-
erly behaviour. Following his
release at 5am on Saturday
morning, McGahey went to the
Royal Victoria Hospital, where
his arm was put in plaster.

Commenting on both incidents
Sinn Fein Councillor Sean Mc-
Knight said:

“These and other similar vicious
assaults are indicative of the
deap-seated sectarian attitudes pre-
valent within the RUC.”

-
®CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL
fused permission to use the toilet
and was forced to urinate in his

cel. A member of the RUC
arrived with a brush but instead
of cleaning up the urine he broke
the brush over Campbell’s back
and then threw him in the urine.

Eventually Campbell was re-
leased, badly battered and
bruised, later on Wednesday morn-
ing.
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BORDER
oPIES
REVEALED

Louth,

On the evening of Saturday,
July 12th, anglers fishing on
Milltown Lake outside Castle-
blayney, County Monaghan, saw a
British army helicopter approach-
ing from the direction of the bor-
der with South Armagh. The heli-
copter followed the course of the
Drumleek River, which flows into
Milltown Lake, three miles inside
the Monaghan border.

There were around 30 fisher-
men on the lake at the time and
all testify to having seen the
helicopter which flew over the
lake to a hill over which it hov-

L8Y MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA l

THE HIGH LEVEL of undercover activity by British forces
across the border into the twenty-six counties has been high-
lighted by recent incidents involving incursions by British
troops in County Monaghan and

phone-tapping in County
ered for five minutes.

It was then that four British
soldiers were seen running from
beside an old derelict farmhouse
up the hillside towards the chop-
per. It could not land in the field
at the back of the house and
moved to the other side of the
hill where it is believed the four
undercover soldiers were taken on
board. The helicopter then moved
back towards the border.

SINISTER
Eye-wjtnesses who spoke to
AP/RN said that while over-
flights by British helicopters in

July 24th, 1986

British forces in Mon

aghan and Lo

@ Jackie Crowe points to ti

the area occur regularly, the land-
ing of undercover British soldiers
is a particularly sinister develop-
ment. The old farmhouse where
the soldiers were seen is situated
on a hill with extensive views
of the surrounding countryside
and of the town of Castleblayney.

Local people also pointed out
that empty tins of beans and pots
and pans had been found hidden
in bushes near Milltown Lake,
evidence that the British soldiers
may have been there for a number
of days.

Commenting on repeated in-
cursions and overflights by the
British army, Jackie Crowe of
Castleblayney Sinn Fein cumann
told AP/RN:

“It seems that the Brits can
spy on the people of this area
with impunity. The presence of
British troops three miles inside
the border raises major questions
about undercover activity in
County Monaghan and other bor-

d at Milltown Lake where a British

der areas, and indeed about Garda
collusion with that activity. &

On the same weekend as t.he
Castleblayney incident, British
soldiers crossed into Monaghan
at Clonfad, outside Clones. The
soldiers set up a checkpoint 100
yards inside the border.

PHONE-TAPPING

The following week, in the
Courtbane area of County Louth,
bordering South Armagh, Tele-
com Eireann engineers were work-
ing on phone lines outside the
house of farmer Michael Daly.
On top of one of the poles they
found a sophisticated phone-tap-
ping device. A torch with a red
and white flash was also found
at the scene.

Four lines are connected to the
pole which was tapped, including
those of Michael Daly and of the
McArdle family who live nearby.
Gardai removed the tap when it
was reported and said they were
“carrying out an investigation”

N
army helicopter picked up four British soldiers .

uth
.

3

into it. They denied thal
been placed by the Gard,
Branch.

Michael Daly told AP/RY
that the tap could have been pj;.
ced by either gardaj of Crown
forces. The site of the tap is on|
a couple of hundred yards ho,r.
the border with County Armagh
where Daly pointed out 5 New
British army spy-post only re.
cently built on a hillside oye,.
looking the area.

There was a lot of activity
at the spy-post when an AP/RN
reporter and photographer visiteg
the area on Monday. British
troops could be seen moving
around on the hill and a helicop.
ter made several journeys to ang
from the post which is just on
the border overlooking severa|
‘unapproved’ roads.

It was visible evidence of the
increased activity both open and
undercover by British forces along
and on both sides of the border,

it hag
Specia|

arda bribe rejected

@STEPHEN FLANAGAN

2 ot
®WILLIE NOLAN

I BY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA '
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY of the outbreak of the war in
defence of the Spanish republic in 1936 was commemorated

in Dublin last Sunday, July 20th.

A crowd of 300 people packed
Buswell’s Hotel for the commem-
oration which consisted of talks,
discussion, songs and poetry read-
ings. To the fore were veterans of
the International Brigade, Irish-
men who went against the tide
of pro-fascist propaganda in the
Ireland of the ‘30s and travelled
to Spain to defend the democracy
threatened by Franco’s military
uprising.

The meeting opened with his-
torian and journalist Michael Farr-
ell tracing the political back-
ground in lIreland which led to
two groups of Irishmen travel-
ling to fight on opposite sides in

Spain Eoin O’Duffy’s Blue-
shirts and the republicans (mostly
former IRA Volunteers)
went to fight for the repu..itc.

One of those republicans was
Peter O’Connor of Waterford,
who gave a moving account of
his Spanish experiences based
on the diary which he kept at
the time.

.

TRADITION
Michael O’Riordan read out
the list of the Irish who died in
the International Brigadgs. He
said that the commemoration was
a sign of progress and also that
the tradition of the Internat-

GARDAI have unsuccessfully
Fianna Eireann (Republican
on Sinn Fein and other republ

Stephen Flanagan (15) and
Willie Nolan (16), both from
Ballyfermot in the west of the
city, were bundled into a Special
Branch car by two detectives in
Bolton Street at about 9.30pm
last Thursday, July 17th, as they
were doing a pub collection for
the Fianna.

ional Brigade was carried on
today by young Irish people who
have travelled to help the people
of another Spanish-speaking de-
mocracy under threat — Nicar-
agua.

Another veteran, Bob Doyle,
spoke of his recent visits to
Spain and of the work of the
widows of Asturias in publicis-
ing the brutality of the Franco
regime during and after the war
and in commemorating their dead,

After the talks from the
veterans there were songs from
Ronnie Drew and poetry readings
by Pearse Hutchinson and Mich-
ael Smith. Smith gave a very in-
teresting account of the life of
the young poet, Charlie Don-
nelly, who was one of the Irish
members of the International Bri-
gade killed in Spain.

tried to bribe two members of
Youth Movement) into spying
ican activists in Dublin.

The two Branchmen refused to
show their ID cards and took the
youngsters to Mountjoy Garda
Barracks without formally arrest-
ing them. Flanagan says that his
foot was jammed in the door of
their car as the Branchmen
pulled him in and Nolan was hit in
the stomach.

After being questioned by the
two ‘arresting officers’ and two
other Branchmen about their fam-
ilies, other Fianna members and
the Republican Movement -
Nolan was dragged into a toilet
at one stage and threatened when
he refused to answer questions —
the two lads were photographed

Flanagan and Nolan were then
asked if they wanted to “make
money, which could run into
hundreds” by giving information
to the gardai and were told to
“think about it” before being
released just before 11pm.

Both Flanagan and Nolan wise-
ly declined the Special Branch’s
offer and immediately reported
the matter to Sinn Fein upon
their release.

Fosy RATLERY
DEL CEMENTLERIO
DE OVIEDO
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ofly-pasts multiply

BY JANE PLUNKETT

FOLLOWING last m
ish crown forces an
SPY-posts in the Crossm
operation was mounte:
Dundalk road.

At 6am on Saturday, the area
was saturated by 200 British sol-
diers who rerouted traffic to en-
able their vehicles to bring equip-
ment to the Fathom Cross area,
The materials brought in inclu-
ded five heavy steel bunkers to
be dug in as lookout-posts over-
looking a new permanent vehicle
checkpoint on the road.

Five pieces of land were seized
without warning by the crown
forces under Section 19 of the
draconian Emergency Provisions
Act.

Since the weekend, two famil-
ies have found themselves with an
RUC checkpoint in front of their
homes. They are overlooked by
several British army spy-posts and
sandbagged positions. A local
farmer was prevented from going
up the mountain to tend to his
sheep.

Though farmers will eventually
be compensated for land perman-
ently occupied, in the past small

UCAPB
gagged

ANTI-PLASTIC BULLET

campaigners have angrily
hit out at their exclusion

onth’s massive joint operation by Brit-
d gardai to erect additional permanent
aglen area of South Armagh, a similar
d last weekend on the main Newry/

farmers in South Armagh have
effectively lost hundreds of acres
made dangerous for grazing by
jagged wires and other devices
used by the British, but for
which the British have refused
compensation.

The crown forces have now
established more than a score of
observation posts on mountains
from Killeen West to Drumlocher,
which have been built in res-
ponse to the IRA’s continued
ability to strike against the enemy
in South Armagh. This British
strategy’s success, or lack of it,
may be judged by the fact that in
the past 15 days the IRA has
mounted effective operations with-
in yards of two posts killing two
British soldiers and injuring three
others.

DISEASE
As well as inconveniencing,
harassing and intimidating local
people, the British army’s occu-
pation of mountains and fields

BY EAMON TRAC!

WITHIN HOURS of the funeral of loyalist murder

@ A British army helicopter above the recently constructed spy-post at Drum-

acknavall, South Armagh
in South Armagh has caused a
serious upsurge in outbreaks of
tuberculosis -and,.to a lesser ex-
tent, brucellosis, ' in cattle over
the past year.

Local farmers, Sinn Fein and
the SDLP have claimed that
British soldiers going between

farms are carrying the disease
on their clothes and footwear.
The disease is subject to offi-

n

n
orchestrated campaign of

cial controls because if humans
drink contaminated milk, they
run a risk of developing tuber-
culosis or undulant fever (from
the brucella bacteria).

According to local Sinn Fein
Councillor Eamon Larkin, there
are at present at least six serious
outbreaks of bovine tuberculosis
in the Drumintee/Jonesboro/Kill-
eavy area, affecting 400-500 cattle.

A similar problem exists in the
Cullyhanna/Crossmaglen district.

HARDSHIP

Fifteen years ago, both diseases
had been virtually eliminated in
South Armagh. Now, says Larkin,
the situation is “worse than ever”,
with farms closest to the obser-
vation posts being the worst
affected.

“Farmers are suffering finan-
cial hardship,” says Larkin. “They
only get compensation for the
animal that’s affected, but they
are forbidden to sell other ani-
mals from the herd if they need
finances until several months after
they are ‘cleared”. They may
also have to buy extra fodder to
keep extra stock over the win-
ter.”

Local Sinn Fein councillors
have described SDLP objections
to the British spy-posts as “an
attempt to run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds”.

Eamon Larkin told AP/RN:

“There’s no use the SDLP
calling on Peter Barry to protest
over the erection of these posts
when Peter Barry’s forces pro-
tect the British army as they build
them. Increased cross-border coll-
aboration, such as spy-posts and
the special squads being formed
South of the border, was the main
plank of the London-Dublin Ag-
reement, and the SDLP suppor-
ted that Agreement in its total-
ity.”

from a BBC 2 television
programme on the possible
use of the lethal weapon in
Britain.

The producer of the Brass
Tacks studio discussion, Colin
Cameron, told the United
Campaign Against Plastic Bull-
ets that its views were not
wanted on the programme 1o~
night (Thursday, July 24th)
on the feeble grounds that the
debate is about the use of plas-
tic bullets being avoided rather
than the issue of plastic bullets
in general.

The BBC's self-imposed
censorship on anything related
to British policies in Ireland
has evidently taken its toll
on the public’s right to Infor-
mation once again.

Section 31

A MOTION calling for the
removal of Section 31 of
the Broadcasting Act is
going forward from Long-
ford Urban District Coun-
cil for discussion at the
AGM of the Association of
Municipal Authorities.

The Act which prohibits
members of Sinn Fein appear-
ing on RTE radio or TV
was also the subject of a pro-
mise from Fianna Fail Leins-
ter House elected represen-
tative and MEP Ray Mc-
Sharry. When visited by a Sinn
Fein delegation McSharry sald
that in the event of Fianna
Fail regaining office it would
introduce legislation to allow
Sinn Fein elected representa-
tives access to RTE.

Responding to McSharry’s
position, Sinn Fein‘s national
chalrperson, Sean McManus,
said: “One must view with
caution any promise made by
Fianna Fall while in opposit-
Jon.” McManus also pointed to
the tact that in McSharry’s
constituency of Sligo/Leitrim
four men from Drumsna were
fined recently for selling
Easter lilies.

victim Martin Duffy from Manor Street, another
North Belfast nationalist was shot and seriously
wounded by loyalist gunmen.

Alan McGoldrick (20),
from Ligoniel, narrowly es-
caped death in the early
hours of Wednesday morn-
ing, July 23rd, when he was
shot several times at close
range by a loyalist assassin
using a sub-machinegun.

McGoldrick was one of a
group of concerned local
people who, from the start
of the Orange celebrations
have been walking around
their estate at night trying
to prevent sectarian attacks.
At around 1am on Wednes-
day, while other members
of the concerned residents’
group had gone in for some
tea, McGoldrick decided to
make one last check at the
steps at the bottom of
Linen Grove which borders

etting victory

several football pitches be-
longing to a local school.

As he shone his torch at
the fence, a loyalist gunman
fired a burst of about nine
shots, hitting McGoldrick in
the face and foot. He was
rushed to hospital where his
condition was later describ-
ed as ‘stable’.

Gerard McGuigan, Sinn
Fein councillor in the area,
pointed out that the use by
the gunmen of the sub-
machinegun appeared to in-
dicate that they had inten-
ded ambushing the whole
group of residents rather
than just the one. He went
on to urge people to increase
their vigilance against such
attacks: “/t is clear that the

BY JANE PLUNKETT

IN AN EMBARRASSED CLIMBDOWN, the Brit-
ish government announced on Tuesday that it
is to restore funding to Dove House Resource

Centre in Derry’s Bogside.

Dove House is one of sev-
eral radical community
groups, all in nationalist
areas of Derry and Belfast,
which have been denied mo-
ney because of political
vetting by the Northern Ire-
land Office.

To cover up this vett-
ing, the British government
has alleged involvement by

‘paramilitary groups’ in cen-
tres, though in no case has
it produced evidence to
back the claims.
FALSE CREDIT

In reversing the Dove
House veto, the British have
schemed to give false credit
to the SDLP and the church.
In fact, however, the cam-
paign was won by the Dove

murder against the nationa-
list community is to contin-
ue unabated ”

WOMEN ATTACKED

In other parts of the North,
sectarian attacks against nationa-
lists and nationalist-owned prop-
erty have continued. On Friday
night, July 18th, six women
were injured when their bus was
stoned by loyalists in Porta-
down. The women were travell-
ing in a private bus along
Corcrain Road near Obins Street
Flats at around 10.45pm after
attending a bingo session in a
GAA club in Lurgan. Loyalists
stoned the bus, smashing win-
dows and injuring the women,
They were taken to Craigavon
Area Hospital for treatment.

Also in Portadown, around
an hour earlier, windows were
smashed in the Catholic Drum-
cree High School.

BALLYMENA
A fruit shop was petrol-
bombed and several other busi-
ness premises owned by nationa-
lists in the Harryville area of

@ The scene of the shooting of Alan McGoldrick in Ligoniel

Ballymena, County  Antrim,
were attacked on Friday night,
July 18th, by loyalist youths.
The attack, which took place
around midnight, was obviously
planned in advance and was the
third occasion this year that the
fruit shop had been petrol-
bombed.

Also on Friday night, stained
glass windows in St Colmcille’s
Catholic Church in Ballyhacka-
more, East Belfast, were smash-
ed and plants and shrubs were
uprooted. In Spring Street, in
the Lower Woodstock Road,
two houses were stoned by
youths carrying a loyalist flag.

DUNGANNON

Sinn Fein in Dungannon has
criticised the RUC handling of
the loyalist Twelfth march
through the town and attacks
by members of that force on
nationalists from the Ballygaw-
ley Road Estate, several of
whom were seriously hurt.

Local Councillor Anita Cav-
lan also condemned RUC and
British army behaviour at a series
of roadblocks set up by the
crown forces for almost a week
around the County Tyrone
town, placing it under virtual
siege and subjecting travellers
to sectarian abuse and delay.

® Dove House Resource Centre in the Bogside

House workers, who helped
to initiate a six-county wide
campaign against political
vetting.

Commenting on the de-
cision earlier this week
Dove House worker Mary
Nelis pointed out angrily

that the British allegations
had made community work-
ers the targets of loyalist
murder gangs.



h 8 — AN PHOBLACHT

LAST THURSDAY, July 17th, 18 of
the Belfast men imprisoned on the word

of paid-perjurer Christopher Black

had

their convictions quashed by the Appeal

Court.

Jane Plunkett reports on the

three appeal judges’ ruling a_nd examines
the history of the Black affair.

Yet despite the years of in-
carceration, there had not been
one shred of independent evi-
dence against them. There was
only the unsubstantiated word
of Christopher Black, a man
who in court had admitted
naming others to avoid going
to jail himself, having been pro-
mised a new life abroad at
the crown'’s expense.

At that time it was poli-
tically expedient to condemn
scores of people to prison on
the word of a self-confessed
perjurer. Last week, it was
equally expedient for appeal
judges Lowry, MacDermott
and Higgins to quash most of
those convictions.

The appeal judges stressed
that they were throwing out
most of the convictions not be-
cause Black’s word was un-
supported but because trial
judge Kelly had “very much
overrated the honesty” of
Black.

The crown’s star witness,
Lowry admitted, had shown
an “ability and readiness” to
invent evidence. Lowry ack-
nowledged that the inconsis-
tencies detailed in Black’s evi-
dence by defence lawyers dur-
ing the 60-day appeal had
been “numerous and persuas-
ive”, and “‘the crown could
find nothing to offset them”.

Black had thus fallen “much
lower on the scale of credibil-
ity”. It was impossible to say
what verdicts would have
been reached by a more scep-
tical judge, Lowry said, quash-
ing with evident reluctance all
but a very few of the convict-
ions.

Two of those freed, 30-year-
old Kevin Mulgrew and Gerald
Loughlin, almost 30, a married
man with two young children,
had faced life imprisonment on
the say-so of Black and Judge
Kelly.

Two of the appellants, 24-
year-old James Donnelly and
Paul Kane, aged 30 (a married
man with two young daught-
ers aged six and three years),

HEN THEY walked free from Crumlin
Road Courthouse shortly after noon last

Thursday, amidst shouts and cheers of de-
light from relatives and supporters in the public
gallery, five of the Black show-trial victims had
already spent more than 4% years in jail — the equi-
valent of a ten-year sentence.

Several of the 22 men who appealed had already com-
pleted lengthy sentences, being denied their right to
challenge their conviction by the long delay in staging
the appeal. Eight men whose sentences were almost
completed had, as a sop, been released on bail.

were taken back into custody

to face charges in connection
with attempting to escape from
Long Kesh in September 1983,
charges which they would not
now face had they not been
railroaded into jail.

H-Block escapee Kevin Barry
Artt, sentenced to life impri-
sonment, was not before the
court, and his appeal was ad-
journed.

HE APPEAL judges’
verdict was deliver-
ed by Lowry, hun-
ched up and shrivelled, in
a low, incredibly rapid
mumble — lasting two
hours — so that the ver-
dict was virtually inaud-
ible to both defendants

will you help me?”

On the basis of statements
which Black later signed, 33
men and five women, mostly
from the Ardoyne and Bone
areas of North Belfast, were
arrested and charged on counts
including killing, attempted
killings, possession of arms and

and journalists. The tech-
nique was calculated to
minimise media reporting
of the glaring faults which
defence lawyers had un-
covered in Kelly’s verdict.

Relatives in the public gal-

lery, cut off by a bullet-
proof screen, heard little or
nothing, as is usual in the

Kafkaesque environment of the
Diplock courts.

Lowry’s shamefaced perfor-
mance was in marked con-
trast to the hype built up by
the British black propaganda
machine in the months fol-
lowing the Black arrests, when
the IRA was said to be ‘reel-
ing’ under the impact of ‘de-
fecting’ so-called ‘converted
terrorists’.

Far from being ‘converted’,
Christopher Black was arrested
on November 21st 1981, short-
ly after an alleged IRA road-
block in the Ardoyne area of
Belfast.

Black had spent five years
in jail, from 1975 to 1980,
and swiftly decided that if he
was to avoid returning to pri-
son himself, others would have
to go to jail for him.

Prior to making any state-
ments in Castlereagh, he had
bargained for immunity from
prosecution, asking his in-
terrogators,

S

“if | help you,

plosives, IRA bership
and the notoriously hard to
disprove ‘conspiracy’.

The RUC swiftly confirmed
their offer of immunity from
prosecution to Black, and he,
his wife and four children were
moved out of the North.
Black spent the next 13
months becoming totally de-
pendent on his RUC minders.

To avoid the usual commit-
tal proceedings and the extra
strain this would put on
Black, in October 1982 the
Director of Public Prosecut-
ions invoked the archaic Bill of
Indictment ' procedure, which
allowed the defendants to be
returned for trial without any
preliminary hearing.

The defendants had been
denied the right to chal-
lenge, at a preliminary stage,
the absence of evidence against
them.

WO MONTHS later,

in December 1982,

the Black trial, the

first major paid-perjurer

case, began with all the
trappings of a show-trial.

Judge Kelly wore a bullet-

proof vest throughout the

120-day proceedings, two RUC

marksmen with M1 rifles

stood in the courtroom as

Black began his story, and

there were more than 80

RUC personnel and prison
warders in the courtroom.

The message being presen-
ted was that the men on trial
were ‘dangerous’ individuals.

Black himself had clearly
been thoroughly schooled. He
was smartly dressed and had
evidently been tutored to
pause frequently in his evi-
dence, and invariably he waited
until the judge finished taking

notes before continuing.

All this was not lost on
Basil Kelly, who at the time
was reportedly on the British
state’s payroll to the tune of
£44,000 a year. Kelly was an
Orangeman and former union-
ist MP and, as Attorney Gen-
eral to the Stormont regime,
had overseen internment in
1971.

In his summing up, Kelly,

who ignored op explained away
scores of igonsistencies in
Black’s evidenge, declared him
“one of the best witnesses |
have ever heard?”.

With an wieonscious arro-
gance which exposed his union-
ist bias, Kelly. openly said in
his judgement that he had
come to thit conclusion as
soon as BlaX completed his
evidence - before, that is,

i

@ At their North Balfast press

o foll.

K

ing the sful appeal (/of
evin Mulgrew, Alex Maskey (chairperson), Paul O’Naeill, Paddy Teer, AnthonY

/D
¢ to 9"
Bame’




AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, July 24th, 1986 — Leathanach 9

@ Leinster House, Dublin

ignored o.uplaineq away any defence witnesses had HEN the Black the RUC for nine months be- ion were examples of the
:s' of' ingonsistencies in been called! g appeal finally be- fore he named Tobias Mc- mental pressure Black must
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> which exposed his union- In August 1983, Kelly con- defence lawyers catalo- hoi he ang McMahon had out that trial judge Kelly
ias, Kelly openly said in victed 35 of the 38 defen- gued afmorass _°f '[95 taken an ‘instant dislike’ to ignored objective evidence to

and inconsistencies in show that almost all the inci-

judgement that he had
> to that conclusion as
as Black completed his
nce — before, that is,

dants, meting out prison sen-
tences to 22 of the defen-
dants totalling 4,022 years in
addition to the life sentences.
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lin, Terry McAllister, Tommy McKinney, Gerald Loughlin,

Black's evidence.

been living in England with

'NO end to paid - perjurers

“THIS DOES NOT signal the end of the paid-perjurer
system,” warned show-trial victim Kevin Mulgrew,
shortly after the Appeal Court quashed sentences
against him and 17 other Belfast men convicted on
the sole word of RUC perjurer Christopher Black.

For example, Black had

At a press conference
in North Belfast after
their release last Thurs-
day morning, July 17th,
the men pointed out that
many people are still
being held in prison on
the word of paid-perjur-
ers, despite the system
being utterly discredited
and despite the London-
Dublin Accord. Kevin
Mulgrew observed:

“The Accord was in
operation ten days ago
when two men held on
the word of RUC perjur-
er Kevin McGrady had
their appeals refused. It
was also in operation
when the Kirkpatrick ver-

each other when they first
met in prison in 1976. De-
fence lawyers maintained that
McMahon'’s arrest and convict-

dict was given, and since
it’s been in operation
there have been more
arrests on the word of
Angela Whoriskey in Der-

”

Mulgrew pointed out
that the appeal judges’
verdict had not ruled out
the use of uncorroborat-

ed evidence in future
trials.
" EMBARRASSED

Another of those re-
leased, Paul O’Neill, said
it would be “very oppor-
tunistic”’ if the SDLP or
Southern political parties
were to claim any credit
for their release. Thank-

dents
possible (including an attemp-
ted shooting and a bombing in

where checking was

ing their relatives, friends
and the groups and indi-
viduals who had publicis-
ed their case, including
the Republican Move-
ment, O’Neill said that
only they “had consist-
ently raised the issue and
embarrassed the twenty-
six-county  government
and the SDLP”,

DUBLIN’S FAILURE

Sinn Fein Councillor
Alex Maskey, who chair-
ed the press conference,
added that during the
appeal several relatives
had visited Dublin to
lobby government minis-
ters and Leinster House
deputies, but, he said:

“Each and every one
of the relatives was refus-
ed a meeting, deputies
refused to take their

Ardoyne) could not, physically,
have occurred as Black des-
cribed them.

In relation to many of
the charges, there were no ob-
jective facts, only ‘conspira-
cies’, with no proof that they
ever took place.

In the witness box, Black
contradicted himself from day
to day, and his evidence was
also frequently completely at
variance with his original state-
ments to the RUC.

The trial judge ignored all
defence evidence contradicting
Black. Hospital worker Joseph
Kelly called 42 alibi witnesses,
including his superiors and
thoss who kept the time
records at his place of work.
He was nevertheless convicted
of IRA membership and hi-
jacking, and was then given a
suspended prison sentence.

ITH NO loyal-

ists now held in

the North’s jails
on the sole evidence of
paid-perjurers, it is now
clearer than ever that
the show-trial system was
developed by the British
as a new means to rail-
road republicans and nat-
ionalists into jail.

It followed internment
(1971-75) and torture in the
interrogationcentres (1976-79),
both of which had become
unacceptably politically dam-
aging and counter-productive
to British interests.

The British spent huge sums
on the show-trials. The Black
trial alone cost £1.3 million
and the cost of the appeal
will probably bring this to
£2 million.

leaflets and the relatives
were actually harassed by
the gardai several times.”

Paul O’Neill described
Black himself as “a pupp-
et, a tool” of the British
authorities, adding that
none of the defendants
was bitter towards him.
Their incarceration was
“a conspiracy between
the Director of Public

Prosecutions, the RUC
and the courts”, added
Mulgrew.

Asked whether their
release meant that justice
had now been done, Paul
O’Neill said:

“If you call justice
spending five years in jail
on the uncorroborated
word of an admitted liar,
then | think you have a
very perverse view of
what justice is.”’
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AP/RN: What effect does the
supplementary treaty have on
existing law?

Mary Pike: The most significant
effect of the supplementary
extradition treaty will be to
‘amend’ the existing treaty so
drastically as to do away with
the provision which is comm-
only referred to as the “poli-
tical offence exception”.

This is accomplished by Ar-
ticle 1 of the supplementary
treaty which sets forth those
offences which shall not be
capable any longer of being
considered offences of a political
character.

Successive efforts to acc-
omplish the same end by way of

RECENT CHANGES in the area of legislation on
extradition are of major significance for Irish
republicans because the most noticeable feature
of those changes is the development of a united
approach among Western governments to narrow
.the political exception clause which is traditional
in .such cases. This is particularly true of the US-
British supplementary extradition treaty which,
after minor adjustments by the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee in June, was passed by the
full Senate last Thursday, July 17th.

EXTRADITION
\a poiitical manoeuvre

legislative ‘reform’ have failed.
There was widespread concern
over proposed legislative provis-
lons that removed from the judi-
ciary and bestowed upon the
government the right to decide
whether offences were of a poli-
tical character. The supplemen-
tary treaty accomplishes the
same end but in a less straight-
forward way.

While it does not completely
remove from the courts the right
to decide whether offences are
of a political character, it does
define which offences the court
cannot find to be political.
That list, set forth in Article 1,
is so sweeping that, under the
supplementary treaty, courts

In this article, Mary Pike, the lawyer reqresgnt-
ing republican escapee Joe Doherty, who is him-
self facing extradition proceedings, answers quest-
ions about the supplementary treaty. She sl'u_)ws
that the new law is nothing more than a pOll!.I(€a|
manoeuvre to counteract the American judicial
system which has, in a series of extradition ca_ses,
judged that the Irish republican struggle is political
and that activists in that struggle are exempt from

extradition.

will, as a practical matter, be
left nothing to decide. They
will be compelled under the
statutory procedure to enter or-
ders of extradition in all such
political offence cases and to
certify them to the US Secre-
tary of State. It will then be for

| the government alone to decide *

whether extradition should pro-
ceed.

Under Article 2 of the sup-
plementary treaty, the statute of
limitations of the requested
party will no longer be avail-
able as a bar. Therefore, when
a request for extradition is
lodged by Britain with the
United States, there will be no
impediment to returning indi-

“Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free™ RN \ Y
Bl — From the inscription on the Statud of Liberty s, 4

RememberYourFirst Thrill of
AMERICAN “LIBERTY

®MARY PIKE

viduals who will be tried on
charges for which American law
would not prosecute.

OTHER US

TREATIES
AP/RN: Does the political off-
ence exception provision of the
supplementary treaty match
those in other US extradition
treaties?
MP: No. On December 15th
1984, the most recent US
extradition treaty — with the
Dublin government — went into
effect. It provides in Article 4
that extradition “shall not be
granted... when the offence for
which extradition is requested is
a political offence”. In stark
contrast to the lengthy list of
offences which, under the sup-
plementary treaty with Britain,
can be considered political
offences, the US treaty with
Dublin excludes only one ‘cate-
gory’ of offence:

“Reference to a political off-
ence shall not include the taking
or attempted taking of the life
of a head of state or a member
of his or her family.”

The US-Mexican treaty pro-
vides that extradition shall not
be granted when the offence is
“political or of a political char-
acter” and exempts only “mur-
der or other wilful crime against
the life or physical integrity of
a head of state or head of gov-
ernment or of his family, includ-
ing attempts” and any offence
the United States or Mexico
is obliged to prosecute under
multilateral agreement.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE US-BRITISH SUPPLEMENTARY

The treaty also bars extra
dition for an offence which is
“purely military”.

The US Netherlands treaty is
substantially identical. It pro
vides that extradition shall not
be granted for an offence “of
a political character”, an offence
“connected with an offence of
a political character”, or for “a
purely military offence”,

The clear recognition of poli-
tical offences in these treaties
cannot be satisfactorily explai-
ned by the joint US-British pro-
clamation that “the present polj-
tical offence exception to extra-
dition, as it applies to violent
offences, is not suitable to ex-
tradition arrangements between
two democratic countries shar-
ing the same high regard for the
fundamental principles of justice
and operating similar indepen-
dent judiciary systems”. Were it,
one would have no choice but
to conclude that the Reagan
government finds the govern-
ments of Ireland, Mexico and
the Netherlands less ‘democratic”
than that of Britain.

IDENTICAL TO
EURO CONVENTION?
AP/RN: Is the US-British sup-
plementary treaty provision on

political offences “virtually
identical” to the European Con-
on the ion of

Terrorism, as some have claim-
ed?

MP: No, even though in his
written statement to the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
US administration spokesperson
Abraham Sofaer stated that the
European Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorism estab-
lished limits on the political
offence exception “virtually id-
entical” to those in the supple-
mentary treaty.

He further stated that in
searching for solutions to the
“problems” US courts created
‘by determining in four instan-
ces that offences committed in
relation to the ongoing struggle
to end British rule in the North
were political, the administrat-
ion had looked to the Conven-
tion and concluded that its
limitations were appropriate.

His statements on the Euro-
pean Convention on the Sup-
pression of Terrorism under-
standably leave more unsaid
than said.

Sofaer neglected to inform
the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee that the Convention goes
on to provide, in Article 13, that
“any state may... declare that it
reserves the right to refuse
extradition in respect of any
offence it considers to be a
political offence, an offence con-
nected with a political offence
or an offence inspired by poli-
tical motives”,

Two of the 21 European
states to whom the Convention
is open have not signed it, and
four of the 19 states who
signed it have yet to ratify it.
Of the 15 states who have rati-
fied it, two thirds did so sub-
lect to reservations that pro-
tect the integrity of the poli-
tical offence exception. Eight
expressly reserved the right to
refuse extradition in respect
of any offence mentioned in
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ernment as a political offence
or an offence connected with a
political offence.

Furthermore, it provides that
the only offence not capable of
being deemed political is the
“taking or attempted taking of
the life of a head of state or a
member of his family”.

If indeed the supplementary
treaty is, as Sofaer stated at the
August 1st 1985 hearing, “the
minimum baseline standard for a
civilised nation to take”, then
no nation — save for the Uni-

ted States and Britain — is
“civilised”,
RETROACTIVE
AP/RN: A major complaint of
of the | Y

treaty is its retroactive clause.
Is this clause especially signifi-
cant?

MP: Yes.

Both administration spokes-
persons describe Article 4 as a
standard provision in recent
treaties of extradition conclu-
ded by the United States. That
other treaties have included
such provision does not make
it less objectionable because
those treaties have not made
the same changes in the law
that the supplementary treaty
would. Furthermore, neither the
European Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorism, to
which the administration turned
for a ‘model’, nor the European
Convention on Extradition, con-
tain retroactive provisions.

Provisions akin to the retro-
active clause in other treaties
are unobjectionable only be-
cause they have been enacted
in a context devoid of any
significant judicial decision-mak-
ing activity. This is not the
case with the US-British sup-
plementary treaty.

In the years between 1978
and 1984, the British govern-
ment lodged with the United
States requests for extradition
of five individuals who were
sought for offences arising out
of the ongoing political up-
heaval in the North. In each

@®JOE DOHERTY
instance, a judge or magistrate

of a United States District
Court denied the British re-
quest for extradition. In four
of the five cases (Peter McMul-
len, Dessie Mackin, Bill Quinn
and Joe Doherty), extradition
was denied on the basis of the
political offence exception pro-
vision. Extradition was very re-
cently denied in a fifth case
(that of James Barr, decided
on August 25th 1985) when a
federal judge determined that
the sole evidence submitted by
the British government in sup-
port of its extradition request
— a two-page affidavit by per-
jurer Harry Kirkpatrick — was
insufficient to establish probable
cause.

Article 4 of the supplemen-
tary treaty would operate ag-
ainst this unigue backdrop. !l is
unique for two reasons. First-
ly, no individuals othgr than
McMullen, Mackin, Quinn and
Doherty — all of whom were
either admitted members of or
had been convicted of mem-

bership of the IRA — have,
since 1959, been found to be
entitled to the protection of the
political offence exception. Se-
condly, McMullen, Quinn (an
American citizen), Doherty and
Barr remain in the United
States and, despite having won
their cases, could, under Ar-
ticle 4, be forced to defend
themselves once more against
extradition under the terms of a
new treaty that was renegotia-
ted specifically to do away with
the defence on which they had
previously and successfully re-
lied.

POLITICAL ASYLUM
AP/RN: If the political off-
ence exception is done away
with, what effect, if any, does
the availability of political asy-
lum have on those who would

" otherwise be entitled to the

protection of the political off-
ence exception?
MP: None.

At the August 1st hearing,
Sofaer maintained that the sup-

plementary treaty posed no
threat to civil liberties nor
political freedom because “even
fugitives from the UK” who
would now be subject to extra-
dition under the supplementary
treaty could get “the kind of
relief that is always available
in these cases”. That relief was
identified as asylum or a refusal
by the Secretary of State to ex-
tradite because of possible per-
secution. As evidence that such
relief “is available he cited the
case of Peter McMullen.

Contrary to Sofaer’s repre-
sentations, there is no evidence
to suggest that such relief is
available but there is much to
suggest that it is not.

As to asylum, in May 1984,
the Committee of Immigration
& National Law of the pres-
tigious Association of the Bar
of the City of New York issued
a report on United States asy-
lum policy. The report criti-
cised the ideological manner
in which asylum was granted.

No reported case has been
located in which the grant
of asylum to an applicant from
the six counties has been sus-
tained. The only case located
in which such a grant was even
made was that of Peter Mc-
Mullen, and on May 25th
1984, the Board of Immigrat-
ion Appeals, in a unanimous
decision, reversed an immigrat-
ion judge’s grant of asylum to
McMullen.

Put in perspective, the “7e-
lief” described by Mr Sofaer
is illusory.

BASIC FREEDOMS
APJRN: From the perspective
of the US judicial process
what deficiencies in existing law
are remedied by Article 1 of
the supplementary treaty?

MP: None.

The legal decisions which
have been made in cases where
the political exception clause is
pleaded show that courts have
scrupulously guarded against un-
discerning application of the

(1) An attempt to commit any of the foregoing offences.

political offence exception. The
current effort to change that
law by way of the supplemen-
tary treaty must be seen for
what it is: an attack on the
rule of law.

The American judiciary, an
independent judiciary, has made
four decisions that the Ameri-
can executive and its British
ally do not like. It does not
matter that the decisions are
both principled and correct. The
executive is at odds with them
and will therefore do away with
the law on which such decis-
ions were based in order that
no more such decisions can be
made.

The supplementary treaty re-
flects dissatisfaction not with
the manner in which the judi-
ciary makes decisions but rather
with the fact that the judiciary
makes decisions the executive
disagrees with. This, however,
is the hallmark of a free society,
and in enacting the supplemen-
tary treaty the US does away
with the basic freedoms it
claims to uphold.

AP/RN: Finally, can you tell us
what impact the “fair trial loop-
hole’ will have in future cases?

MP: That is an unanswerable
question since no court has
ever had such a case before it.
It simply depends on how a
court chooses to interpret that
section. :

Based on Americam immi-
gration law — which contains
somewhat parallel language — it
suggests that an almost im-
possible burden of proof will be
required of the potential extra-
ditee.

In the one instance where
reference has been made to
the judicial system which extra-
dited Irish republicans will face,
the judge in Joe Doherty's
hearing took it upon himself
to say that the Diplock courts
were doing a commendable job
under difficult circumstances.
This obviously augurs badly for
the future.
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ALL letters should be addressed
to: T Editor, Phoblacht,
Republic 51/53 Falls Roa
Belfast, or 44  Parnell Square
Dublin. Letters should be written
as clearly as possible, preferably
on one side of paper only. Name
and dresses should always be
included. even when not for puly

Open letter to Bob Geldof,
Knight of the British Empire
Dear Mr Geldof,

As an admirer of your
music and your work for the
Third World, | was amazed
at your statement that, “They
(the IRA) are killing my peo-
ple.”

| am a 14-year-old youth
from Andersonstown in Bel-
fast, and they (the IRA) are
not killing me, nor are they
harassing my people. Unlike
you Mr Geldof, the only fav-
ours my people receive from
Her Majesty and her gov-
ernment are daily harassment,
threat of imprisonment, strip-
searching, paid-perjurer trials,
Internment by remand and,
more importantly, the child-
ren of my people are being
killed by plastic bullets.

Mr Geldof, you visited the
Third World and saw the sit-
uation for yourself, maybe be-
fore you make any more
statements about the occu-
pied six counties you should
live as an unemployed per-
son in a nationalist area like
Andersonstown; only then will
you understand and become
educated enough to make true
statements about the situation
under which people like | live.

You may have accepted
Britain's knighthood, but does
that mean that you, an Irish-
man, have to accept and help
their propaganda machine?

Bill Groves,

Belfast.

Same as it
BVEr was

A Chara,

credibility of his report has
been thrown In doubt. The
cover-up is in full swing,

The comparisons between
1969 and 1986 are striking.
If anything, the political sanct-
loning of a shoot-to-kill policy
end the determination with
which the RUC has resisted
a full and frank investigation
demonstrates conclusively the
unchanged nature of the RUC,
In spite of London-Dublin
deals and SDLP approval, the
RUC remains a sectarian para-
military force, committed to
the maintenance of British
rule in Ireland, irrespective of
whatever methods it requires
to do so.

Councillor Damien Gibney,

Lisburn Sinn Fein.

Irish dises

A Chara,

Conradh na Gaellge would
like to draw your readership’s
attention to the fact that
insurance companies in the
twenty-six-counties are not
providing their clients with the
new compulsory insurance
discs in the Irish language.

Consequently, Conradh has
decided to supply Irish ver-
sions of the disc on request
from our head office (see
address below). We also intend
to campaign for the provision
of bilingual discs.

In the meantime, if anyone
is prosecuted for displaying
one of our discs, we will
vigorously contest their case in
the courts,

Ita Ni Chionnaith,

Conradh na Gaeilge,

6 Sraid Fhearchair,

Baile Atha Cliath 2.

Fon 757401/2.

A Chara,

flict with the prison ad

DEMAND
"#O THE DEG RHDIN
VISITING CONDIT

\N PoRTanSEJ”
‘N VISITS

We, the republican prisoners in Portlaoise Prison,
would like to explain and clarify current areas of con-

followi

1. Strip-searching.

2. Visiting conditions.

3. Life sentences.

4. Parole.

Each month approximately
100 men are strip-searched,
Some of these prisoners have
been physically assaulted for
resisting strip-searches, Often
this is followed by a sentence

inistration. The 9

four areas are in need of immediate attention:

ies, thereby allowing contact
between visitor and prisoner.
This was introduced on a trial
basis for six months and each
prisoner was to have one open
visit per month. If, after this
period, the authorities were
satisfied with the security
aspect of the visits, open
Vvisits were to be increased.
However, after declaring their

of solitary , some-
times for up to three months,
The continuation of strip-
searching in the guise of
‘security measures’, as put for-
ward by Dublin’s Department
of Justice, cannot be justi-
fied under any circumstances.
At its annual conference,
the Prison Officers’ Associat-
ion (POA) stated that strip-

A nationalist is
by the RUC. A senior British
police officer carried out an
inquiry but gets nowhere be-
cause of a ‘wall of silence’
within RUC ranks. Sounds
familiar? It could almost be
the Stalker inquiry into the
RUC's shoot-to-kill policy.

However, this incident
took place almost 17 years
ago, on April 19th 1969.
On that day, several RUC
men burst into the home of
Samuel Devenney in William
Street in Derry and badly
assaulted him. Three months
later, as a direct result of this
unprovoked and purely sectar-
ian attack, Mr Devenney died.

The British government or-
dered @ senior British police-
man to the North to carry
out a detailed investigation
into this and other incidents
in which nationalists had been
killed.

After months of vainly
artempting to identify the
perpetrators, he was forced to
conclude that a ‘conspiracy of
silence’ existed within the
RUC. The cover-up was
successful. No RUC man was
ever identified or charged for
any of those offences.

John Stalker, Greater Man-
chester deputy chief constable
and @ man highly regarded
by his contemporaries was
given the task of investigat-
ing the RUC’s shoot-to-kill
policy against republicans In
the Armagh area in 1982,
Suddenly he was suspen-
ded. Vague accusations were
levelled against him. His cre-
dibility ang, inevitably, the

LI _ =

A Chara,

Squander your wages and
you get little sympathy, squan-
der your dole and you're
totally fee<edl But fritter
away over £170 million of the
taxpayers’ money and it's
damn tough luck!

That's the message as New
Dublin Gas gets 'natlonalised’
and accountancy firms come
to blows as to who gets their
greasy hands on what little
loot that's left.

The history of New Dublin
Gas is one of managerial
incompetence, gross misman-
agement and political jobbery.
With only £1.5 million inves-
ted of its own, that company,
through political pull, succee-
ded In screwing £173 million
out of the Irish people. They
did this in the form of hand-
outs, subsidised gas, govern-
ment loans and state-guaran-
teed bank loans.

Other than the initial £1.5
million invested, the private
shareholders never invested
any new money. And when
demands for total state con-
trol were made the company
directors scoffed at the idea as
being “impractical” and “lead-
ing to gross inefficiencies”.

Aping the privatisation pol-

g is a degrading prac-
tice. The POA maintained that
it is also unnecessary since
electronic equipment which
can adequately satisfy security
requirements Is already avail-
able.

We are of the opinion
that these searches are not
carried out for security rea-
sons but to degrade and
subjugate us as a means of
control,

From March 1975 to July
1985, the only visits avall-
able to prisoners and rela-
tives were in ‘wire-type' (i.e.
prisoner and visitors separated
by two screens of wire
mesh), which prevents all
physical contact between a
prisoner and his wife, child-
ren or friends.

In July of 1985, we reach-
ed an agreement with the pri-
son horities which p

with security and
Implementation, the authori-
ties reduced open visits from
eight per day to six per day.
Visitors who had travelled
to the prison expecting open
visits were offered ‘wire visits’
Instead, On February 4th
1986, republican prisoners de-
cided not to accept closed
‘wire visits’ any longer.

We see no reason why the
existing facilities cannot be
converted to provide open
visiting conditions. We are ask-
ing for no more than one open
visit per week per person.

Every prisoner  except
those serving life imprison-
ment has a release date to
aspire to. Those serving life
imprisonment are sentenced to
a term of indefinite length.
Those other than republicans
who are serving life senten-
ces usually serve about seven
years. No republicans serving
a life sentence has been giv-
en a release date, There are
15 men serving life imprison-
ment in Portlaoise Prison.

The longest serving life
prisoner here Is Michael Fox,
who has been in continuous
custody since 1973. A for-
mer comrade of Michael Fox,

for limited open visit facil

icies of Thatcher, the Coal-
ition settled for a 25% stake
in the company in return for
the £173 million. In doing
this the Fine Gael government
needed little or no persuasion
for the company board was
dominated by some of the
most  powerful Fine Gael
henchmen in the country,
These include:

@ Mining speculator Do-
nal Kinsella — the man who
wants the state to create a
more favourable economic cll-
mate for speculators like him-
self.

® The chief Fine Gael
fund-raiser, Vincent Ferguson,
who is also Tony O'Reilly's
side-kick.

® And other Fine Gael
supporters llke Donal Mc-
Aleese, Michael McStay and
John P, Rehill.

With such a powerful line-

who was by the

court on the same

up the Coalition was putty
in their hands as they whin-
ged for million after million
of the people's money to
make profits for them and
their cronies.

While the company contin-
ued to gobble up funds, no
complaint was made of the
board’s mismanagement. In-
stead the unions were usually
to blame for the occasional
‘hiccup’.

The question was not
raised by the Labour rump
of the Coalition (with the
exception of Frank Cluskey)
as to why the people’s money
should be used to make pri-
vate investors rich?

Labour didn’t want to rock
the boat.

When the bubble burst and
the true state of affairs was
revealed, there were no de-
mands for a public inquiry

Portianise

charge, was released four years
ago after he had disassociated
himself from the republican
prisoners.

The final area of conten-
tion is the question of parole.
Parole has always only been
sought on compassionate
grounds (on the death of an
immediate relative) and has
always been honoured. On no
occasion in this prison has any
republican prisoner violated
conditions of parole. Despite
this, however, the authorities
have refused parole to repub-
licans on the death of imme-
diate relatives.

The honouring of parole
has been, and is, treated as a
principle by republicans. We
want compassionate parole to
be made avallable as a right
when an unfortunate situat-
ion arises.

These then are the most

. serious areas of conflict at the

moment and each one of them
could be solved relatively eas-
ily by the prison authorities.

An alternative to strip-
searching is ‘available, as the
POA has pointed out. On the
visiting conditions, the boxes
containing the wire grilles
could easily be converted and
used to supply open visits.
The authorities admit that the
open visits are not a security
risk. On the life sentences
issue, we accuse the Coalit-
ion Department of Justice of
using prisoners as political hos-
tages and demand that all
republican prisoners be given
release dates. On parole, we
ask only that prisoners be
allowed to be with their
families at a time of bereave-
ment.

Martin Ferris,

PRO,

Republican prisoners,

Portlaoi

into the criminal mismanage-
ment of the people’s money.
Instead, rags like Tony O'
Reilly's  /rish  Independent
sobbed for what they termed
to be the “real losers” (i.e.
his mate Ferguson and his
cronies).

There was no mention of
the £173 million of PAYE
workers’ money frittered away
like monopoly money. To do
so would invite disclosures of
Qther scandals.

lication

searches

A Cha:

anua the fact that Mar-
tina and myself have now
received lengthy terms of
imprisonment the conditions
we endured on remand have
not changed. We're still locked
up in our cells for hours,
even on weekends.

There is a TV on this
landing which works perfactly
but we're not allowed see it,
and of course the strip-search-
ing and cell-searches continue
unabated — an average of two
per day.

We still have an average
of four body-searches per day
and six every Sunday.

We are allowed £1.25 per
week with which we may
buy milk, paper and stamps.
Despite this, we're both in
great form.

Tiocfaidh ar la.

Ella Ni Dhuibhir,

Brixton Prison,

London.

A Chara,

The rumour going round
that there is major movement
on the Divis situation — an
official commitment to the
demolition of the flats — is
good news.

Whatever positive develop-
ments occur are due to the
consistent pressure, against
intolerable odds, of the Divis
community. Nothing should
be allowed to obscure that
fact, even the very worthwhile
aid given by the Town &
County Planning Association
(TCPA) since the London
exhibition last November.

| know that the Divis
Residents’ Association is grate-
ful for that aid but we could
have done nothing without the
people of The Dreadful Enclos-
ure.

That is why | am disappoin-
ted in the too hasty (for that
is what | believe it was)
press release subsequently iss-
ued by the TCPA. | had no
knowledge of this statement
and | formally disassociate
myself from the specific sen-
tence, “‘this is a great achieve-
ment for the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment...”

| believe this overtly politi-
cal statement was offered
naively. The TCPA's involve-
ment in Divis has, at all times,
been entirely concerned with
the intolerable social and

But then repub since
the time of Tone know that
the “people of no property”
come a poor second to the
interests of the rich. As
Henry Joy McCracken wrote:

“The rich always betray
the poor.”

And they will continue to
do 50, unless...

Mick Ahern,

Muinebheag.

As|
have said before, when the
flats do come down (for |
believe that is an inevitability)
the struggle does not end
there: it is what the people
choose to replace them that
really matters.

Brian Anson,

National Planning Aid

icar,

TCPA, London SW1.




Trace the heads (1) and
bodies (2) onto paper. Draw
the fece and nose, Colour in
your royal couple and cut
them out very carefully,

Roll the head around your
finger to make a pointed nose
(3). Stick it together at the
back. Fold the ears and teeth
backward.

Roll the body around your
finger and tape it (4). Curl the
tail by pulling it across a pen-
cil. Pop the Brat on your midd-
le finger and the Ferret on

your index finger. Wriggle
them about!
Now, throw away the

empty corn flakes box.

To make the royal couple’s
Honeymoon Love Nest you
need: a patch of ground, a
small spade or a large spoon,
and an egg box. Take the
spade or large spoon and dig a
hole in the ground, about six
inches wide.

Place the royal couple in
their Honeymoon Love Nest
and jump up and down like
eejits, waving Union Jacks and
screaming, “Look, Stan, isn’t

copper statuette.

Having had all his previous
.box-office smashes ignored by
the. stuffed shirts who are
members of the Oscar Aca-
demy, our Steven then went
off and made a ‘heavy’ movie,
i.e. one that dealt with black
poverty and repression in the
Deep South as opposed to his
usual fare, the heaviest part of
which is whether the hero
will rescue the girl from the
railway track before the mid-
day express is due (and if
i's a CIE train the hero has
until three o’clock).

Alas, poor Steven, your
millions can not buy you Os-
cars. They can, of course, help
make you more millions and
The Colour Purple seems to be
raking in as many shekels as
Raiders, ET, Jaws, etc.

There have been
-

some

It outlines the horrifying
case of the men wrongly
convicted of the 1974 Birming-
ham pub bombings. Hugh
Callaghan, Paddy Hill, Gerry
Hunter, Dick Mcllkenny, Bill
Power and John Walker have
now been in prison since their
arrest in November 1974 and,
unless massive public pressure
is brought to bear, they could

Rose-tinted t

WHEN MOVIE WIZARD Steven Spielberg was passed
over for the umpteenth time for an Oscar this year for
his new film, The Colour Purple, he may well have asked
himself what the hell he has to do to win the ridiculous

poster-magazine edited by the Troops Out
and published by Information on Ireland.

lebrate this week’s
at — Fingermouse’s
Rat and Fergie the
d is Paper, crayons,
corn flakes box,
Iler dress GORGEQUS)” Or,
Blimey, Doris, don’t may'
make a LOVELY COUPLE]"
Ofm of you may want to faint
With excitement.

“If there are enough
and girls, someone wlllgwu:?\{;
play the lunatic Irish terrorist.
Take the egg box, remove the
€ggs and toss them wildly at
the royal couple, taking care
to hit as many innocent
bystanders as possible.

For that special, realistic
effect, borrow Mum and Dad's
video camera and tape the
proceedings for RTE,

.ee

% RTE's decision to carry
live coverage of the Windsor
wedding, though repugnant to
some, is nothing more than we
have come to expect. Their
taste for imperialist spectacles
was confirmed by the recent
coverage of the Statue of
Liberty shindig. But recently
RTE appointed a new director
of programming, Claire Duig-
nan, who immediately stated
that she would reduce the
number of American pro-
grammes in their schedule.

“If RTE is just going to

bruises on the way, how-

show American programmes
we might as well be a cable
television service,”” Dulgnen
told the Sunday Tribune.

The royal wedding Is an
fndlculon of Duignan's sincer-
ity. Imperialist American pro-
grammes are being replaced by

Ye Olde Imperialist British
programmes.
But, seriously, | don't

understand what all_ this fuss
is about. I’m quite grateful to
RTE for glving me something |
really needed.

| spent Wednesday happy
as a lark. | was able to watch
the Beeb’s wedding on one
large-screen TV, UTV's on an-
other. And, thanks to the
doyens of Donnybrook, | saw
RTE’s wedding on yet a third.
All in living colour|

My flatmate was in the
boudoir, watching the Brazil-
lan coverage via satellite dish,
while indulging in the best of
caviar and French champagne.
Royal weddings represent one
of the basic liberties of a free
society, and thank God we in
Ireland can enjoy it in simple
style, on our own national
TV service. Unlike the poor
Godless, queenless hordes in
the communist bloc.

.ee

Finally, this week The Box
conducted a scientific survey
of the TV mags, who are fall-

iosyncracies, and an over-the-
top and inadvertently racist
view?

In this film, Spielberg has
made his task doubly diffi-
cult by giving his poverty-
torn South a rosy hue and

ever, notably from
of America’s black community
who have been outraged by
the treatment of blacks in
the film and who have shout-
ed that its a “typical white
man’s nigger film” to quote
the New York Times.

Others, however, support
the film and say that it ‘tells
it as it was'.

Such divided views from
among the black population
are quite understandable ina
nation which has been repea-
tedly caricatured and stereo-
typed by imported and even,
God help us, home-produced
fare. But one can also have
some sympathy too with what
the movie director has to
wrestle with.

What's the dividing line be-
tween an honest portrayal of
black people’s habits and id-

THE CASE OF THE BIRMINGHAM SIX is a nav:

the” s in a
story that has more in com-
mon with a fairy tale than an
indictment of racism and de-

spair. Perhaps what upset
some blacks most of all is that
Spielberg's view of repres-

sion is so cosy that it makes
the Jungle Book seem like

Apocalypse Now.
UNFILMABLE
The Colour Purple is de-
rived from the novel by

Alice Walker, who wrote it in
a form which would appear
to be unfilmable.

The book took the form of
a diary written by a humble
black girl called Cecilia, who
was raped when she was 14
and had two children who
were sent away to Africa. Her
parents, at first not know-
ing what to do with her, sent

evidence that was used to
convict them has now been

spend the rest of their lives
there.

The Case of the Birming-
Six includes a clear
Zﬂmm of what happened to
the men. It tells how they were
savagely beaten by the police,
as a result of which, four
signed false ‘confessions’, ar‘d
explains how the forensic

@ The Case of the Bir-
mingham Six is available from
good bookshops or by post
from Information on lIreland,
PO Box 958, London W14
OJF, or from the Troops Out
Movement, PO Box 353, Lon-
don NWS 4NH. One copy
costs 60p plus 20p p&p; ten
copies cost £4 plus 80p
p&p (all prices are in ster-
ling).

ar-jerker

(4)

ing all over themselves to
publish as many pictures as
possible of the royal couple.
The cute wee brat in his
scout uniform. Fergie picking
daisies. You know the sort of
thing.

Top of the list is the Radio
Times, with no less than 63
photos of one or the other (or
both) of the couple. A single
ad for commemorative wedd-
ing stamps has no less than 36
(count ‘em) pics of the cavort-

her to live with a widower,
Alvin, who had two children
of his own.

An unfeeling brute, Alvin
has no qualms about beat-
ing Cecilia but her life is made
bearable for a time when Al-
vin allows her sister to come
and live in the house. The sis-
ters form a happy bond and
swear never to part. However,
the lecherous Alvin throws out
the sister when she rejects
his not-so-subtle advances.
Now the only way Cecilia can
get to hear from her sister
is through the post, but the
only person allowed near the
postbox is Alvin, the ‘master
of the house'.

The years pass and episode
follows episode with Cecilia
bearing her permanent burden
of unhappiness. But one night
Alvin brings home his mis-
tress, a local pub singer, whom

@ Brat the Royal Rat and Fergie the Ferret

ing couple. The TV Times
comes a distant second, with a
mere 26 photos.

Top of the Irish league is —
surprise, surprise — that bas-
tion of liberal journalism, the
Sunday Tribune, with a hefty
six pics, plus three photos of
the bridesmaids and pages.

The Sunday World would
have done better, but they
couldn’t find any pictures of
Fergie in a G-string and wet
T-shirt.

bond with this charismatic
singer that is to lead to her
personal awakening.

A simple yarn to be sure
and one, you might think,
better suited for a several
episode TV series than the
rather crammed series of ev-
ents we are treated to here.
There is comedy, drama,
pathos and bathos galore, but
ultimately The Colour Purple
reveals itself as a tear-jerker
with tear-jerking episodes com-
ing in ever-more mountainous
waves, carrying all before itin

a flood of heartstring-
pulling goo.
But, despite the treacle

pink spectacled view that is
Spielberg’s vision of the pov-
erty-torn South (for example,
Cecilia is supposed to live in a
slum-can but her house in the
film could well be Home &
Gardens Mansion of the Mon-
th) the movie-maker's skill is
everywhere. The film is beauti-
fully shot, at times often hil-
arious, and surely no-one but
Spielberg could make some-
thing like a postbox a charac-
ter in a film. And it must be
said that newcomer Whoopi

he i in
the best bed in the house. De-
spite the humiliation of play-
ing second fiddle to her hus-
band's mistress in her own
home, Cecilia slowly forms a

The Gase of the Birmingham

o

=
=

- could do worse than

G 's portrayal of Cecilia
is outstanding.

So, if it’s realism you want,
stay clear. A fairy tale? You
The

Colour Purple.
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‘Giving them the fingersg

[ Z ammer

WELL, BOYS AND GIRLS, To ce
happy event here is a special tre
best new friends, Brat the Royal
Ferret. To make them all you nee,
sticky tape, scissors, and an empty

BALLAD SESSION
Music by Fiddlers Green
8pm Friday 25th July
Sliabh an larsinn Hotel
BALLINAMORE
County Leitrim
Bar extension
Orpanised by Sinn Fein

LIMERICK GAELSCOIL
BOOK SALE
Saturday 26th July
Gaslic League Hall
Thomas Street
LIMERICK CITY

VIDEO & PUBLIC MEETING

AGAINST STRIP-SEARCHES

8.30pm Tuesday 29th July
Annally Hotel
LONGFORD

SOCIAL EVENING
Music by Bonaparte
8.30pm Friday 1st August
Clark’s Social Club
DUNGANNON
County Tyrone ~
In aid of
Prisoners Dependants’ Fund

IRISH NIGHT
Featuring Shebeen
8.30pm Friday 1st Aguust
Dundalk Bar
Church Street
DUNDALK
Taille £1
In aid of An Cumann Cabhrach

EDUCATION WORKSHOP
Prominent republican
guest speaker
11am to 4pm
Saturday 2nd August
Town Hall
NEWRY

BALLAD SESSION
Music by Latch
8.30pm Saturday 2nd August
Cassidy’s Lounge
COLLON
County Louth
Taille E1
Organised by Collon Sinn Fein

AERIOCHT MHOR
Featuring traditional music,
dancing, tug-of-war, various

side-shows, music by

Fiddlers Green
and the
Tom Smith Fife & Drum Band
2pm Sunday 3rd August
Loughbawn
OLDCASTLE
County Meath

KEVIN LYNCH
COMMEMORATION
2.30pm Sunday 3rd August
Assemble Dungiven Bus Depot
DUNGIVEN
County Derry

15th ANNIVERSARY OF

INTERNMENT
RALLY & MARCH

7.30pm Friday 8th August

Clanrye Avenue
NEWRY
County Down
All bands and banners welcome

BALLAD NIGHT
Music by Gypsy Lacey
8pm Friday 15th August
Camelot Hotel
Malahide Road
DUBLIN
In aid of An Cumann Cabhrach

TORRTHAI
CRANNCHUR

Meath Sinn Fein

400 Draw

£100: Brendan Walsh, St Mary’s
Park, Navan; £50: P. Feeney
c/o A. Poleen; £25: M. Finne-
gan, Athboy Road, Trim; £5:
Donal and Catherine, Castle-
view, Dunboyne; £5: Brendan
Murray c/o A Poleen; £5: Dav-
id Chyalt, Devine Gardens,
Mostrim, County Longford.
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Canada gets the message

DESPITE the recent exclusion by the Canadian euthorities of Sinn Fein
president and West Belfast MP Gerry Adams, the Irish republican
viewpoint was presented to people across Canada by a substitute speak-
er, Derry Sinn Fein Councillor Mitchel McLaughlin.

McLaughlin, who left for Canada
on July Bth, travelled first to Niagara
Falls on the border with the USA. There
he addressed members of Irish North-
ern Aid and the Ancient Order of
Hibernians and -was interviewed by
several radio stations, two newspapers
and the main TV channel which serves
Buffalo on the other side of the
frontier.

Keeping to the itinerary which had
been planned for Gerry Adams, Mc-
Laughlin went to Vancouver in West-
ern Canada on Friday, July 11th, and
the following day was invited to address
an anti-apartheid rally outside the
British pavilion at ‘Expo ‘86’, which
was being opened by Margaret Thatch-
er,

In the course of his speech, Mc-
Laughlin emphasised the similarities
between the apartheid system in South
Africa and the systematic discrimina-
tion against nationalists in the occu-
pied six counties. Later that evening,
at a meeting of anti-imperialist and
solidarity groups he explained the

lin met with Charles Roche, recently
named ‘Lawyer of the Year' by the
Black Lawyers’ Association of North
America. They discussed the legal
restrictions on the presentation of the
republican viewpoint in North America
and the means by which those restric-
tions might be challenged.

TRADE UNIONISTS

At another meeting, trade unionists
from the Canadian Auto Workers,
United Food & Commercial Workers,
the Canadian Union of Public Employ-
ees and the United Steel Workers met
McLaughlin and Joe Jamison, secretary
of the New York-based Irish-American

Labour Coalition. Their discussion was
a very important breakthrough to
getting trade union activity in Canada
focused on the MacBride principles.

On Sunday night, July 13th,
McLaughlin spoke at a public meeting
organised by the Irish Unity Informa-
tion Service. His speech was followed
by a broad-ranging discussion with

analysis of the Hi gl
Deal.

the i who showed great enthus-
iasm for developing solidarity work

®Mitchel McLaughlin addresses the Niagra Falls meeting

The next day, in Toronto, McLaugh-

in Canada.

Buncrana comme

REPUBLICANS in Buncrana held their annual hunger-
strike commemoration on Sunday afternoon, July 20th, with
a colourful procession which was watched by a large
number of local people and holidaymakers who packed the

narrow streets of the small seaside town.

Setting off from the White
Strand Inn on the edge of the
village at around 3.30pm, the
march was led by an eight-strong
Fianna guard of honour and a
smartly-turned-out colour party
from the Michael McLaughlin
Flute Band from Greysteel, Coun-
ty Derry.

Several hundred marchers fell
in behind the McLaughlin/Gaugh-
an/McDaid Sinn Fein banner from
Buncrana, while the Rising Sons
of Ireland Republican Flute Band
from Limavady, County Derry,
brought up the rear.

The procession lasted 45 min-
utes as it made its way through

Buncrana, along the perimeter of
the sea-front and up through the
main streets of the town centre,
before stopping in Market Square.

SILENCE
Lawrence Caldwell, who chair-
ed the event, read out the list of
the ten republican prisoners who
died on hunger-strike in 1981 and
then called for two minutes’
silence.

Two Donegal Sinn Fein coun-
cillors, Eddie Fullerton and Liam
McElhinney, made speeches in
which they both criticised the
collaboration between the Free

® LIAM McELHINNEY
State and the British. In addition,
Liam McElhinney analysed the
impact of the hunger-strike and
the development of British coun-
ter-insurgency tactics since then.
He concluded his speech by
calling on everyone to join in the

moration

LY

©® EDDIE FULLERTON

national liberation struggle and
pointed out that “the only people
who can really bring the night-
mare of Northern nationalists to
an end are the members and
supporters of the Republican
Movement”.

Patrick Cannon
remembered

THE TENTH anniversary of the death of IRA Volunteer
Patrick Cannon was commemorated in Dublin on Sunday,

July 20th.

The parade to Patrick Can-
non’s graveside in the North
County Dublin cemetery of Bal-
griffin was led by a Fianna Eire-
ann colour party and the Volun-
teer Tom Smith Republican Fife
& Drum Band. A hundred people
took part in the commemorat-
ion which was chaired at the
graveside by Val Lynch.

After a minute’s silence and
the laying of a wreath on behalf
of the McNulty/Cannon Sinn
Fein cumann, the main speaker
was Dublin City Councillor Christy
Burke.

Christy Burke said that he had
known Patrick Cannon as “a
quiet and very sincere young
réepublican” whose death at the
age of 20 with his comrade,
Peter McElcar of Donegal, was a
tragic loss. The two Volunteers
were killed in a premature explo-
sion near the Tyrone border on

July 17th 1976.

Burke recalled the conduct of
the gardai who tried to disrupt
the funeral of Patrick Cannon
and batoned mourners outside the
church.

Sunday’s commemoration en-
ded with the playing of Amhrén
na bhFiann by the Tom Smith
Band.

NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION
The pronunciation given In brackef
sound. Vowels can be long or short, the lengthened version being
Indicated by a fada (long mark). Thus we have do (duh) — to or for
and db (doe) — two. CH Is pronounced as In Loch Erne. D and T
before A, 0 and U are thick, spoken with the tongue pressed agalnst
the upper front teeth. DH and GH are like G far back In the throat

Feicim (fekim) — | see

Feiceann ti (fekun thu) — You see
Feiceann sé (fekun shay) — He or it
sees

Feiceann si (fekun shee) — She sees
Feicimid (fekimeed) — We see
Feiceann sibh (fekun shiv) — You see
Feiceann siad (fekun shee-ud) — They

see
Feictear & (fektur ay) — it or he Is

seen

Féach (fayuch) — Look

An gluaistedn (un glooishtawn) — The
car

An scamall (un skomull) = The cloud
An spéir (un spaeir) — The sky
Tintreach (tin-truch) — Lightning

An ghriain (un ghreein) — The sun

An ghealach (un gyalocn) — The moon
Réalta (rayltuh) — Star

Réaltaf (rayltes) — Stars

Solas (sullus) — Light

Dath (doh) — Colour

Feicim an ghluaistedn ar an mbothar —
| see the car on the road

Féach ar an scamall dubh — Look at
the black cloud

Feiceann b an tintreach — He sees the

ts Is as near as possible to the

lightning
Feicimid an ghriain — We see the sun
Feiceann siad an ghealach — They see
the moon
Feiceann sibh na réaltai — You see the
stars
Feictear solas na réaltal san oiche —
The light of the stars Is seen at night
Td dath gorm ar an spéir — The sky Is
blue in colour

PHRASES
Feicim anois e (fekim anish ay) — |
see it now
Le gach dea-ghuf (le goch dyah ghwee)
— With every good wish
Mo ghré thi (mo ghraw hoo) — You
are my love
Sin sin (shin shin) — That's that
Feicim _Maire gach la (fekim mauire
gach law) — | see Mary every day
Tabhair dom do lfmh (too-ir dum
duh lauv) — Give me your hand
B | do thost (b.lduhh_)—ﬂl
quiet
Né bi ag caint (naw bee ki 3
Don't be talking 298 Kioet)
Anols a ddirt tG 6 (unish uh dooirt thu

Glasgow
tay school
on Ireland

A YOUTH DAY SCHOOL on
Ireland was attended by 150
people in Glasgow, Scotland,
earlier this month,

The event, heid on July 5th,
was sponsored by the National
Organisation of Labour Students,
branches of the Lsbour Parry
Young Socialists (LPYS), and the
Republican Band Alliance (Scot-
land).

Speakers included Belfast City
Councillor Bobby Lavery (Sinn
Fein), Les Robertson (Labour
Party Scottish Executive member),
Alan Smart (National Union of
Students president), and Charlie
Gordon (chairperson of the West
of Scotland District Council of
the National Union of Railwork-

ers)
WITHDRAWAL

The day school brought to-
gether a broad cross-section of
individuals and organisations to
discuss the building of a move-
ment for British withdrawal from
Ireland and various speakers such
as Kim Daly (Women & Ireland)
and John Burgess (Glasgow Prison-
ers’ Committee) stressed the im-
portance of campaigning against
strip-searches and in defence of
Irish prisoners in English jails.

Matt Forde (Labour Committ-
ee on Ireland) spoke of how the
Hillsborough ~ Agreement  had
brought no improvement to the
lives of nationalists in the six
counties and Bobby Lavery ended
the day’s very successful debates
by calling on everyone to mobilise
against all aspects of British
repression in Ireland.

Overwhelming
response in
Sweden

AN EXHIBITION and ‘free-
dom counter’ organised by
Irland-Solidaritet (IS) prov-
ed to be one of the most pop-
ular of the dozen stalls on
view at a recent folkfest
(people’s festival) in the Swe-
dish city of Malmo.

During the course of the
twoday festival last month, hun-
dreds of people took advantage
of the information available and
organisers from IS were over-
whelmed at the level of interest
shown, mainly” from people who
had never seen the Irish-British
conflict from a republican perspec-
tive.

Part of the exhibition was
devoted to the plastic bullets
issue and most people were shock-
ed when they saw an actual
plastic bullet.

Aside from the interest gener-
ated, IS was greatly encouraged
by the solidarity expressed and
links established with other groups,
especially those from Latin Amer-
ica.

International
youth camp

SINN FEIN'S Padraic Wilson
represented the party at an
international youth camp run
by the French revolutionary
youth organisation, JCR,
which was attended by 500
people from Europe, America
and Africa between July 12th
and 18th.

Other speakers at the various
rallies and workshops apart from
Padraic Wilsoh included delegates
from the Congress of South
African Trade Unions, SWAPO
and the Basque organisation,
Herri Batasuna.

8y) — Now you said It.




.(Far!gm‘”’d’ Frank Colgan, Tom Barry and John Snee

Frank Colgan

FRANK COLGAN came from Bohola, a unique part of Mayo which

has produced such famous sons as George Harrison and Paul O

‘Dwyer.

Like them and his comrade, General Tom Maguire, Frank Col
imbued with the P t of freedom from an early age and all thr:::hv:;:

long life he
his death on Friday, July 11th.

Frank was renowned for his tough-
ness. Comrades Broddy Kelly and John
Snee spoke of Colgan’s raw courage
snd grim determination at the height
of the Tan War and even more so when
the Free State army set out to destroy
the East Mayo Brigade with its head-
quarters 8t Kilkelly. Along with some
of his comrades, he survived due
mainly to 8 well-constructed and
concealed dug-out in Kilkelly.

Fifty years later, one of the most
beautiful memorials in the country
was unveiled by Tom Barry in Kilkelly
s a tribute to the Volunteers of the
East Mayo Brigade and it was largely

Frank's driving force which made the
monument possible.
FUGITIVE
Like thousands of other IRA

Volunteers, Frank was forced to flee
Ireland in the grim aftermath of the
Civil War. He arrived in the United
States a fugitive and an exile from his
own country. He teamed up with
comrades Mike Flannery and Ernie
O'Malley in a famous ballroom in
Manhattan which had become a recep-
tion centre for the soldiers of a defeat-
ed army.

Though Flannery and Colgan knew
they had lost a major battle, they also
knew the war for Irish freedom had to
go on. A revamped Clan na Gael gave
them organisation and strength and
soon their talents enabled them to
make a mark in personal and public
life.

d faithful to his

pr

right up until

Frank returned to Ireland in 1933
and shared with the Movement the
wealth he hed made in the US. Many a
re.publican in lean times was to know
his generosity and kindness.

The IRA owed much to Frank
dlfrlnﬂ the '40s. He worked closely
with Jack McNeela and Jack's death on
hunger-strike left an indelible mark on
him. The deaths of Michael Gaughan
and Frank Stagg affected him greatly
and he vowed he would inscribe their
names on the Kilkelly Memorial before
he died. And he did so, for Frank
believed that those who died in prison
cells were the comrades of the men
who fell on the hills of Mayo fighting
Tans and Free Staters.

SOLIDARITY

The week before he died, Frank
asked his son, Gerard, to take him to
the Gresham Hotel. He had heard of a
meeting about the Birmingham Six.
Though he was a dying man, Frank
had to be there to show solidarity and
help right a gross injustice.

It was fitting that the final words
spoken over Frank’s grave came from
his life-long friend and old comrade,
Denis Conroy of Cork. Denis summed
up Frank’s life:

“Frank Colgan was a physical force
man from the day he joined Oglaigh na
hElreann to the day he dled. He belleved
freedom came from the barrel of a gun
and, believing so, he remained faithful
to his old allegiance.””

Jack Nolan

JACK NOLAN, a veteran of Limerick’s “Fighting Fifth’ Division of the

IRA, died on Tuesday, July 1st, after a short illness.

From the age of 17, when he joined
the Irish Volunteers in 1917, to his
death at 86 years of age, Jack was a
stalwart republican and in an interview
with An Phoblacht/Republican News
in October 1982 he described the
political environment that shaped his
commitment:

“What first made me really consci-
ous of a foreign presence in our coun-
try which needed to be defeated was
when, one day, as a young fella, | was
surrounded by a group of Black and
Tans as | was going down the road.

“They asked me If | was a ‘Shinner’
and | replied that | was. Well, they
walloped me across the road and they
gave me an awful hiding. When they
were finished with me they asked me
was | still @ ‘Shinner’ ‘I am,’ says |,
‘and whether long or short | live, I'll be
a Sinn Feiner until | die”.”

True 1o his word, Jack graduated
through the republican ranks as a
member of the Irish Republican Army
in strongly republican West Limerick.
Like most of his comrades, he rejected
the Treaty of 1922 and ended up as a
prisoner in overcrowded Limerick Jail
but he escaped from there a few
months later through a tunnel which
he had helped to dig.

DOOR ALWAYS OPEN
Jack’s work as a republican did not
s1p there, however, but continued
throughout his long life. His door was
*~3lnays open 3q republican activisis and

he remained active through the cam-

paign against criminalisation in the
H-Blocks and the hunger-strikes of 1980
and 1981. :

Following his death in Limerick
Regional Hospital, Jack's body was
brought back to his native Ballyhahill
and he was buried at Kilfergus Ceme-
tery on Thursday, July 3rd. The large
crowd attending his funeral was led
by a republican guard of honour and
by & party of Fianna Eireann from
Limerick.

A graveside oration was delivered

by Des Long, who paid tribute to
Jack’s work for the Republican Move-
ment. Vs g as s <
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BROWN, Dinny; MAILEY, Jackle;
MULVENNA, Jim (8th Annivers
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Vols Dinny Brown, Jackie Malley
ana Jim Mulvenna, Oglalgh na hEire-
ann, who killed by British
crown forces ‘on June 21st 1978.
Thelr struggle and sacrifice shall
never be forgotten. Always remem-
bered by Theresa and Francle Fer-

guson, Darndals, Dublin.
CUNNINGHAM, Alphonsus (13th
Anniversary). In proud and loving

memory of Vol Alphonsus Cun-
ningham, South Down Brigade, Og-
lalgh na hElreann, who was killed on
actlve service as a result of an accl-
dental explosion on July 21st 1973,
Fualr se bas ar son na hEireann.
Always remembered by his friends
and comrades In the South Down
Brigade,

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
Portadown, who dled on active ser-
vice on July 8th 1972. Mary, n
of the Gael,i pray for her. Alw.
remembered by her brothers Pat,
Ned and famllles, England.
DOUGAN, Julle (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
who dled on active service on July
8th 1972, Never more than a thought
away, and loved In every way. Al-
ways remembered by her brothers
Benny, Maurice and famlles.
DOUGAN, Julle (14th Annliversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
who dled on actlve service on July
8th 1972. A speclal day, another
year, loving thoughts, a spent tear,
a little prayer to keep In touch with
the one we lost and love so much.
Always remembered by her loving
sister Margaret, brother-in-law Bobby
and famlly, England.

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
Portadown, who dled on active ser-
vice on July 8th 1972. ‘‘Lay her
away on the hlliside, along with the
brave and the bold, Inscribe her
name on the roll of fame In letters
of purest gold.” Always remem-
bered by her loving sister Marlon,
Brendan and chlldren.

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Annliversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle ' Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
Portadown, who dled on active ser-
vice on July 8th 1972. St Joseph,
pray for her. Your memory we cher-
Ish with thoughts that are dear, we
think of you always and not ‘once
a year. Sadly missed and proudly
remembered by her brother Sean,
Alice and family.

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
who dled on active service on July

2

8th 1972. “Whlle Ireland holds
these grav Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace.” Always re-

membered by her
Dan, Peter and Matt.
DOUGAN, Julle (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
who dled on actlve service on July
8th 1972. “They may KIll the re-
y but never the ik
Always remembered by her loving
slster Patricla, brother-In-law Ray and
wee Damlen, USA.
DOUGAN, Julle (14th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan,
Portadown, who died on active ser-
vice on July 8th 1972. “‘Never had
man nor woman a grander cause,

loving brothers

causs so grandly sarved.”
Always mbered by Jackle, Ber
nie and family.

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Julle Dougan, Cumann na mBan, who
dled on active service on July 8ih
1972 In Portadown. From the John
Francis Green Sinn Fein cumann,
Castleblayney.

DOUGAN, Julle (14th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of vol
Julle Dougan, Cufnann na mBan
who dled on active service In Po
down on July 8th 1972. ‘They may
kil the revolutionary but never the
revolution.” From Monaghan Sinn
Fein comhalr(e ceantalr.

DOWNEY, Joseph (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Jossph Downey, Beifast
Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann, who
was shot dead on actlve service In a
gun-battie with British troops on
July 21st 1972. Thug se a ralbh alge
ar son mulintir na hEireann. Always
remembered by his friends and com-
rades In the Belfast Brigade.
DOWNEY, Josaph (14th Annivers
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Joseph Downey, Belfast Brl-
gade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
shot dead during a gun-battie with
Britisn troops on July 21st 1972.
Always remembered by Beifast Sinn
Feln.

HIGHSTEAD, Derek (10th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
my husband and loving father, Derek,
who was Kkillea In England on July
16th 1976. Mary, Queen of Ireland,
pray for him. “If anyone should ask
us why we thought the world of you,
we could give a million reasons, an
each one would be true, for you
were someone speclal and we thought
the world of you.” RIP. Always
remembered by his wife Mena and
children Brendan and Brid
HURSON, Martin; McDONNELL,
Joe (S5th Anniversary). In proud and
loving memory of Vols Martin
Hurson and Joe McDonnell, Oglaigh
na hElreann, who dled on hunger-
strike In the summer of 1981. Thug
slad a ralbh acu ar son saolrse na
hElreann. Always remembered by the
McBrearty/Maguire Sinn Feln cum-
ann, Letterkenny, County Donegal.
HURSON, Martin (5th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Martin Hurson, who dled for Ireland
on July 13th 1981. Ar dhels lamh
De go ralbh a anam. Always remem-
bered by Barney Lennon, Currac-
reehan, Moydow, County Longford.
IN PROUD AND LOVING MEM-
ORY of the ten hunger-strikers who
dled In the summer of 1981 for the
flve Just demands. From the Irish
Unity Information Service, America.
KANE, Paullne (13th Annliversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Pauline Kane, South Down Bri-
gade, Cumann an mBan, who dled on
actlve service with her comrade
Alphonsus Cunningham as a result of
an accidental explosion on July 21st
1973. Codladh go samh. Always
remembered by her friends and
comrades in the South Down Brigade.
MOLLOY, Toblas (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Flan Toblas Molloy, Flanna Elre-
ann, who was kllled by a rubber
bullet on July 16th 1972. *““The
fools, the fools, they have left us our
Fenlan dead and while Ireland holds
these graves Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace.” Proudly remem-
bered by the Molloy/Deviin Sinn
Feln cumann, Strabane.

REID, Jim '(14th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Jim Reld, 3rd Battallon, Belfast

Brigade, Oglalgh na hElreann, who
was kilisd on active service on July
12th 1972. Wiil thase who think of
nim today, & INtle prayer to Jesus
sy, Always remembersd by his
loving brother Bobby, sister-in-law
Maris and family.

SCULLION, Louls (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memary of
Vol Louls Scullion, Oglalgh na
nEireann, who was killea by British
crown forces on July 14th 1972
Fualr se bas ar son saoirse. From the
Sculllon/Bresiin Sinn Feln cumann,
Clondaikin, County Dublin.

TEER, Patrick (12th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Patrick Teer, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who dled on July 22nd
1974 as a result of an assault by
British troops In Cage 3 of Long
Kasn, Always remembersd by his
friends and comrades In the Beifast
Brigade.

TEER, Patrick (12th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Patrick Teer, Oglaigh na hEireann,
Long Kesh, who dled In the Royal
Victorla Hospital as a resujt of an
assault by British troops In Long
Kesh on July 22nd 1974, Always
remembered by his friends and
comrades In Long Kesh.

TEER, Patrick (12th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Patrick Teer, Belfast Brigade, Og-
lalgh na hEireann, who died in the
Royal Victorla Hospltal as a result of
an assauit by British troops In Long
Kesh on July 22nd 1974. Always
remembered by his friends and
comrades In Beifast Sinn Feln.
TOLAN, Thomas (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Thomas Tolan, 2nd Battalion, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann,
who was killed by Workers Party
counter-revolutionaries In  Bally-
murphy on July 27th 1977. Always
remembered by his frlends and com-
rades In the Belfast Brigade.

TOLAN, Tommy (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Tommy Tolan, who was killed by
Workers' Party gunmen on July
27th 1977. From his brother Hillary,
wife and chiidren.

TOLAN, Tommy (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of
Vol Tommy Tolan, Belfast Brigade,
Oglalgh na hElreann, who was gun-
ned down by Workers’ Party counter-
revolutionarles on July 27th 1977.
They may kil the revolutionary
but never the revolutio: Always
remembered by the Tommy Tolan
Sinn Feln cumann, Tallaght West,
County Dublin.

TOLAN, Thomas (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of
Vol Thomas ‘Toddler’ Tolan, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed by Workers' Party
gunmen on July 27th 1977 In Bally-
murphy. Always remembered by his
frlends and comrades In Belfast
Sinn Fein.

MARTIN, Declan. Birthday memor-
les of Vol Declan Martin, whose
21st birthday would have occurred
on July 13th, Always remembered by
Mum, Dad, Bridin, Seamus Og,
Donal, Sean, Turlough, Fedelma and
Cathalr, Dunloy, County Antrim.

MARTIN, Declan. Birthday memor-
les of Vol Declan Martin, whose

21st birthday would have occurred
on July 13th. Always remembered by
Margaret.

BARTLEY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly and friends of
Robert Bartley, who dled traglcally
In a fire earller this month. From
Cormac King, Dublin.

CASEY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the Casey famlly on their
recent bereavement. From the Case-
ment/Nolan Sinn Fein cumann, Still-
organ, County Dublin.

FIELDS. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to our frlends and comrades
Jim and Tony on the death of Mrs
Flelds. From the John Francls
Green Sinn Feln cumann, Castle-
blayney.

FIELDS. Sincere sympathy Is ex-

tended to Tony and Jim on the death
of Mrs Flelds. Mary, Queen of the
Gael, pray for her. From Bernle,
Jackle and family.

FIELDS. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to Tony and Jim on the death
of Mrs Flelds. Ar dhels De go ralbh
a hanam. From the Smith family,
Oblns Street.

FIELDS. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to Tony and Jim on the
death of Mrs Flelds. Mary, Queen of
the Gael, pray for her. From Peter.
FITZGERALD. The republican pris-
oners of Portlaolse Prison extend
thelr sincere sympathy to their
comrade Fitzy and family on the re-
cent death of his father,
FITZGERALD. Joe and Delirdre ex-

HAYES, Bill (Portlacise) Greetings
on your birthday, Blll. From Tommy,
Maureen and Jack.

HAYES, Bill_(Portiaoise). Happy
birthday, Bill. From Paddy, Clare and
children.

KEENAN, Brian; QUIGLEY, Tommy
(England). Birthday and solldarity
greetings to our comrades In English
jalls. From the McBrearty/Maguire
Sinn  Fein cumann, Letterkenny,
County Donegal.

Mac CURTAIN, Coireall (Portlaoise).
Birthday greetings, Colreall. Looking
forward to seeing you out In August,
All the best from Lita.

COMHBHRON

tend thelr deepest sympathy to Fitzy
and family on the recent death of his
father.

FITZGERALD. Deepest sympathy s
extended to Ger Fltzgerald and fam-
Ily on the recent death of his father.
From Eugene, Eddle, Doco, Sean,
Micky, Rab and Peter (Portlaolse).
FITZGERALD. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to Fltzy and famlly on the
recent death of his father. From
Paddy B.

FITZGERALD. Sincere sympathy Is
extended to Ger Fitzgerald on the
recent death of his father. From
‘The Cockney".

FITZGERALD. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to our friend Fitzy (Port-
laoise) on the death of his father.
From the Shiels famlly, Glbbstown
and Morass.

HUGHES, Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to Ellle and chliidren, Aunt
Lena and Uncle Joe, on the death of
Hugh. Always remembered and sadly
missed by his cousin Theresa, Francie
and famlly, Dublin.

McPEAKE. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly and friends of
the late Francls McPeake, a tireless
worker on behalf of the political

Beannachtai

Mac CURTAIN, Colreall (Portlacise).
Le gach dea ghul agus beannacht ar
ocald do la breithe. O chlann Mhic
Mhurchu sa Rinn.

Mac CURTAIN, Colreall (Portlaoise),
Is docha go bhfuil na laethanta ag
elrl beagalnin nios falde anols a chara
agus do la mor ag teacht, Gach dea
ghul ar do bhreithla agus beir bua. O
Shean

McKENNA, Kieran. Birthday gre
ings, Kieran. From Mammy and
brothers and sisters.

prisoners who dled recently. From
the Antl-Strip-Search Committee and
the women prisoners In Maghaberry.
NOLAN. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly and friends of
the late Jack Nolan of Ballyhahlil
Le comhbhron crol o Alne Nic
Mhurchadha.

NOLAN. The Sean Heuston Sinn
Feln cumann, Patrickswell, tends
Its deepest sympathy to the famlily
and friends of Jack Nolan, Bally-
hahlil.

NOLAN. Flanna Elreann extends Its
deepest sympathy to the famlly and
friends of Jack Nolan. RIP. Many
thanks, Jack, for your help in the
past. From the Sean Heuston siua
and the Countess Marklevicz/Sean
Glynn slua, Limerick.

NOLAN. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlily and friends of
Jack Nolan, who died recently.
From Elbhlin NI Shiadhall.

TOAL. Deepest and sincere sym-
pathy Is extended to the famlily and
friends of Una Toal, who died
recently. Una was a great friend of
POWs In England. She will be sadly
missed but never forgotten by Mary
and Patrick McLaughlin, Buncrana.
TOAL. Peter Conlon and famlly,
Dublin, extend their deepest sym-
pathy to the famlly and frlends of
Una Toal, who died recently.

MCcKENNA, Kieran. Birthday gre:
ings, Kleran. From all your comrades
around home and from the Seamus
Steele Sinn Fein cumann, Newbridge.
MURRAY, Marcus (H7-Block). Hap-
Py birthday, Marcus. Thinking of you
always. With love from Mammy,
Daddy, Niall, Declan and Catherine.
QUIGLEY, Tommy (Albany).
wishes on your birthday, Tommy.
From the Glasgow Irish Republican
POW Committee.

ROGERS, Peter (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Peter, and best wishes for
ltlne future. From Tipp, wife and fam-
.
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DATELINE: Thursday, July 3rd,
Belfast.

Determined to uncover the truth
that lies behind the lies that lie
behind the truth, etc, etc, | jour-
neyed to the Lower Falls and, at
great personal risk, rendezvoused
with our undercover unit at a soc-
ial function in aid of paramilitary
creche personnel whose ACE-sch-
eme funding has been withdrawn
by the British government.

Among the milling throng we iden-
tified Fra ‘The Blanketman’ McCann
with a number of Havana-cigar-smoking
cronies singing Red, red wine. Luckily,

his ‘assistants’, Chip and Jap, were
nowhere to be seen.
Suddenly, McCann left the com-

pany and rushed into the smallest room
in the building — | quickly followed.

“What about ye, Fra?” | asked non-
chalantly. “Where’s Rhonda tonight
then?”

He flushed, turned, and, with ob-
vious relief, spluttered, “/ was set
up. It’s McKnight you want... McKnight]”
And he thrust something into our hands.
Gasp! It was a photograph of Belfast
Sinn Fein Councillor Sean McKnight
in conversation with, horror of horrors,
DUP Mayor Sammy ‘The Wimp' Wilson!!!

The plot thickens.

Then the acrid smell of cigar smoke
assailed my nostrils as | turned to find my
passage blocked by a menacing figure. It
was McKnight!

“Hey, Column,” he rasped. “A word
in your ear.”

And a variety of words in my ear
he had.

The photographs were taken, he ex-
plained, at an exhibition of arts and
crafts by the Lower Falls Handicapped
Association at the Grosvenor Recreat-
ion Centre which was (dis)graced by the
attendance of the DUP mayor and
mayoress.

When introduced to Ms Paisley, Fra
declined to speak to her while Sean
confronted Wilson and informed him,
politely, that his presence was not wel-
comed by the people of the Lower
Falls. Exit DUP dignitaries.

If Sean was half as polite as he was to
us no doubt it will be some time be-
fore The Wimp and his minder pollute

the area again. A K

AN UNBROKEN RECORD of British
military service stretching back more
than 300 years. This is the shameful his-

THE SHINING

- McKNIGHT

tory of the Bray family as revealed by
Brigadier Michael Bray.

A son of the late General Sir Robert
Bray, ‘Donkey’ Bray has ‘served’ in Ara-
bia, East Africa, Cyprus, Honduras,
Germany, Canada and Norway, not to
mention three ‘tours of duty’ in the
six counties and postings in Australia,
Aden and Holland.

An international terrorist by anyone’s
standards and well qualified for his new
position as commander of the UDR,
Ulster’s Dirty Rats, with their own in-
famous history of sectarian murder
intimidation and brutality.

K AKX
QUESTION: Who is funding the SDLP’s
lavish propaganda campaign to raise
funds for its very narrow party political
ends?

Answer: the taxpayers of the twenty-
six counties.

Along with two begging letters (one of
them personally signed by John Hume
and asking us “to consider” throwing
him the odd £100 we have spare) which
are pouring through thousands of letter
boxes comes a swish, 16-page, A4, [ull-
colour, high-quality, glossy brochure ofr
the media circus surrounding the dubious

I've heard that the
Divis Flats Hang-(liding
Team are boyco
Commonwealth Games -

ing the
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" could it?

2 IF ANYONE tells you that there are

Wright, who also held the Distinguished
Service Cross, once served on Lord
Mountbatten’s staff.

Enou b

gh said A A
AFTER The ‘Brighton Bomb’ trial in
June, Margaret ‘Hang ‘Em High’ That-
cher loudly proclaimed to the media:

“I have always voted for the return of
capital punishment.”

Why then, | wonder, did she send »
last-minute personal plea for clemency to
the Malaysian government in July before
the hanging of heroin smuggler Kevin
Barlow?

It couldn’t have anything to do with
the fact that Barlow was born in Britain
and was being hanged by foreigners,

* A K

‘acceptable’ levels of radiation then bear
in mind the cautionary message of a
museum spokesperson after a small rock
of radioactive pitchblende was stolen
from a public display at the Hancock
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benefits of the Hillsborough Agreement
and printed by the Dublin government’s
Department of Foreign Affairs.

| don’t know about you, but | don’t
recall anyone asking me if Garret the
Gormless and Teabags Barry could use
my taxes to boost the floundering finan-
cial fortunes of the SDLP.

KA Kk

ONE INTERESTING claim that John
Hume makes in his begging letter is
that the SDLP “has not flinched and has
not compromised”. "

Oh no, John?

| must have imagined that the SDLP
backed the. rent and rates strike against
internment, abandoned the strike when

M in Newcastle Upon Tyne in

England:

“We are not saying it would cause
radiation sickness or any immediate
effects, but if the thief carries it in his
trouser pocket for a long time he can
forget about being a father.”

1

It is clear that the Northern security
authorities regard the Diplock system,
linked with the use of supergrass witness-
es, as a form_of internment and use it
extensively as such.

— Irish Times editorial, July 18th,

We are particularly uneasy in the

Sunningdale provided St 1t salaries
and seats for SDLP bums, and penal-
ised strikers by deducting rent and rates
from their social welfare payments and
adding a punitive collection charge.

.80 ¢

ROYAL MARINE Commando hero An-
thony Wright was jailed for two years
(including 16 months suspended) by
Bodmin Crown Court, Cornwall, on
Monday after admitting charges of in-
decent assault on two sisters aged ten and
15 and another girl aged ten.
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maks silly jokes!

the rampage on our
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of Mr Peter Barry, the Foreign
Minister, on these occasions [condemna- |
tions of IRA actions] .

It was he who gave tacit approval to |
the American barbarity in Libya some |
months ago, which involved far greater
atrocity than anything the IRA has ever
done. Therefore, condemnations from
him of IRA actions are, at the least,
inappropriate.

Mr Barry should have the good sense |
to keep quiet.

— Sunday Tribune editorial, July 13th.

sne

The DUP was young. “It was less |
formal, more populist.” And, very
importantly, it was wide open.

“Anyone with any ambition could see |
that it had no established figures except
Mr Paisley.”

— The Flying Column’s power-hungry
pal, Belfast Lord Mayor Sammy Wilson, |
telling the Sunday Tribune why he
became a Duppie.

.

If Sellafield was to inform general
practitioners every time a worker was
contaminated we would be writing 100
letters a day.
officer, Dr Jack Strain.

.en

Some members of the House of
Commons have even gone so far as to
inform me, if we approve this ,“50 million
of aid to Northern Ireland, they will
reduce, by the like amount of #50 million,
the aid from Great Britain to Northemn
Ireland. So, in effect, we will displace
money that the British would have given
to Northern Ireland. So we might as well
make the cheque out directly to the ||
United Kingdom. R

We are begil a new
which we will have to keep for years to
come, as the government of Northern
Ireland becomes more and more depen-
dent on us for support.

—US S Zori
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