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AN

PRICE
INCREASE

AP/RN has managed to hold the price of the paper at
25p for 3% years but rising print, production and
distribution costs have forced us, reluctantly, to increase
the price of the paper to 30p from next week (to 35p
in Britain).

We are confident that our readers will gladly pay the
extra 5p for the best, incredibly informative, highly-
entertaining and, most of all, only republican weekly
paper in the country!

ALL THAT REMAINS
of .the Lisburn Road
RUC Barracks following
Tuesday’s IRA bomb at-
tack is a smouldering,
tangled mass of wire,
bricks and timber. A
large hole in the road in
front of the building,
from which a gas leak
blazed for some time
after the attack, marks
the spot where the mini-
bus containing the 600lb
bomb was left.

The vehicle used in the
attack had been comman-
deered in the West Bel-
fast area on Monday
evening before being driv-
en to its target. A 20-
minute warning was given
to ensure the evacuation
of civilians from around

the barracks and the
device detonated at
12.30am.

Seven hours later, at
about 8am, the fire from
the broken gas mains
spread to the wrecked
building, starting a huge
blaze which eventually
spread to the ammuni-
tion store within the
barracks. Bullets could be
heard exploding within
the devastated building.

Tuesday’s attack pow-
erfully reaffirmed the
IRA's determination to
attack and isolate crown
forces in the North, and
through the destruction
of their barracks reduce
morale and inflict signifi-
cant political and propa-
ganda defeats on the
British.
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GAPITULATION ONCE AGAIN

BY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA

and Britain.

In the dying days of its term of
office, and by the narrowest of
margins, the Coalition succeeded in
making yet another major concess-
ion to the British government. Its
latest surrender was delivered after
several tied votes in Leinster House
with the casting vote of the Ceann
Comhairle which ensured the defeat
of all amendments to the Extradi-
tion Bill.

The new law brings into opera-
tion in the 26 Counties the Euro-
pean Convention on the Suppress-
ion of Terrorism signed in Stras-
bourg by Alan Dukes on February
24th. The Convention and the Act
list a wide range of offences which
cannot be defined as political by
the courts, regardless of the motives
of those involved or the political
circumstances in which they acted.

DUKES’ ADMISSION
When Alan Dukes signed the
Convention in February he used the
event to make a speech on the
Hillsborough Agreement and open-
ly admitted that his government’s

THE PASSING of the new Extrad
on Wednesday, December 17th, has opened the way for the
wholesale extradition of Irish republicans into the hands of the
RUC and the corrupt British judicial regime in the Six Counties

be found and to avoid ‘embarrass-
ments’ like those in the cases of
Seamus
Shannon and Eibhlin Glenholmes.

Dominic  McGlinchey,

PRETENCE

The Dublin government is also
using the delay as a means of
maintaining the pretence that it
is “concerned at the pace of re-
form” in the Six Counties. Whether
or not there are any cosmetic
reforms under the Hillsborough
Agreement, the Extradition Act is
on the statute books and is a
measure long demanded of Dublin

by the British government.

It is part of what Dukes describ-
ed as “the legal advances being
made in the battle against terror-
£ ion of

ism (i.e. the. collab

ition Act by Leinster House

RUC Authority
attacked

APART FROM direct a

Lisburn Road this week), a second elemen
strategy of ‘isolating the enem
with two parcel-bomb attacks on mem

Authority.

Members of the Authority
were warned to resign earlier
this year or they would be
targeted by the IRA as collabo-
rators. Michael Murphy, chief

- officer of the Western Educa-

tion Board, publicly resigned
from the RUC Authority after
being specifically named by the
IRA.

Last Thursday, December
11th, and Friday, December
12th, the IRA sent parcel-
bombs to two members of the
Authority. Claiming responsi-

ttacks on barracks (such as

t in the IRA’s

y’ was also used this week
bers of the RUC

and will remain legitimate
targets.” 3

CONTRACTOR
WITHDRAWS

A third part of the isolation
strategy has been the denial
to the crown forces of civilian
back-up services such as build-
ing contractors, caterers, and
so on.

On December 10th, the Bel-
fast Brigade warned a Lisburn-
based firm, George Barlow &
Sons, of Moira, not to supply
living dation to British

bility, the IRA in a 1t
on Wednesday, December 17th,
in which it names the two
officials said:

“Peter Brand and Theodora
Simmons are members of an
authority which has responsi-
bility for the RUC. In refusing
to resign their posts they are
actively collaborating and sup-
porting a sectarian force which
plays a vital role in physically
defending and maintaining the

London and Dublin in their at-
tempts to crush the Republican

Movement).

As Garret FitzGerald said in his®
recent interview with the Belfast

Telegraph:

“We have no desire to be involv-
ed in the process of Northern

British presence in Ireland.
“Members of the RUC Au-
thority bear a heavy burden of
responsibility for this armed
paramilitary force and unless
they publicly resign their
positions they will continue to
be viewed as an integral part of
the British colonial war machine

troops billeted on top of the
Divis Tower in West Belfast, or
provide sectional building ma-
terials for crown forces in
South Armagh and Omagh.
The firm publicly withdrew
within 48 hours from its
contracts with the British crown
forces.

FRAUD SQUAD
WARNED

undercover British arp,
RUC units,

The IRA said:

“Recently one of our
tracking a British MY unde,
cover squad almost wen, ’mo.
action against a numpe, of
fraud squad personne;, To
avoid a tragedy invulving mem.
bers of these DHSS undercoye,
teams, we ask them to Either
withdraw from nationalis; areas
or clearly identify themssjye;
if they do enter any of thess
areas.”

Y ang
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IRA REGRET

IRA Volunteers, on Friday
December 12th, attached a
small bomb to a lorry parked
outside the West Ulster Farm-
ers’ Creamery in the Tyrone
village of Killen,

In a statement the [Rp
said:

“IRA Intelligence had cop.
firmed that the lorry yas
driven by a member of the
RUC Reserve and he was the
intended target. Unfortunately,
a civilian, Desmond Caldwell,
who had been in the UDR 16
years ago, got into the lorry,
d d the device, and was

On Monday, D ber 15th,
the IRA in Belfast warned
Department of Social Services
‘fraud squad’ personnel in
nationalist parts of Belfast
that, because of the clandestine
manner in which they carry
out their activities, they run

killed in the resulting explos-
ion. >
The IRA said it regretted
the incident.

Two days later, the intend-
ed target, the RUC Reservist,
publicly resigned from the
force.

Ireland any more than is necessary
to tackle the problem of the IRA
and eliminate jt.”
Reacting to ‘the passage of the
Extradition Act, Sinn Fein said:
“The passing of the Extradition
_Bill shows the depths to which the
Coalition government has sunk in
its attempts to satisfy the British
government. Indeed, its frenzied
efforts to push this measure through
Leinster House, without even the
The amendments which were  mjnimal qualifications which any
rejected were designed to give some  goy, t might r bly apply
semblance of legal safeguards to to protect jts own citizens, shows
potential victims of extradition. pow far it has gone in abandoning
There are no such safeguardsin the  z// standards of national self-esteem
Act, which effectively allows extra-  znd sovereignty.
dition on demand. “And for what? To placate the
Dukes announced that the im- jmplacable — Margaret Thatcher
plementation of the Act would on one side and loyalism on the
be delayed until December 1987 to  other — by sacrificing Irish people
ensure that the legal machinery for to an internationally-discredited
extradition to the British was judicial regime. Such a betrayal
working smoothly. This is to make wjl/ not be forgotten by any right-
doubly sure that no loopholes can  thinking Irish person.”

CHICAGO PLEDGE

~#ON BEHALF of the Chicago Chapter of Noraid, and on my
own behalf, | wish to make it known tha}_we of Chicago
Noraid are 100% in agreement with the decision takgn at tl.re
1986 Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis to remove the ban on Sinn Fein
entering Leinster House. ;

“We pledge our full support to the Republican Movement
and to no other.”

Alec Murphy,

Chicago Chapter,

Noraid.

the risk of being mistaken for

accession to the Convention was a
concession to the British.

He repeated that in Leinster
House on Tuesday when he said
that the acceptance of any of the
amendments would “amount to a
public and unambiguous declara-
tion to the people of the UK that we
are abandoning the Anglo-Irish
Agreement and all that it means for
all of us”,

was  Lisburn|
lay December 16th




[_BY HiLDA MacTHOMAS ]
THE Hillsborough Agreement is
nothing if not a concerted attempt
to immobilise Northern national-
ists. This week’s events are a text-
book example of the two-pronged
tactic.

Step one: create media excitement
around a few minor reforms and cosmetic
moves,

Last Monday, for instance, leaks to the
press revealed that the report about to
be completed by the former Stalker (now
Sampson) Inquiry would recommend the
prosecution of eight RUC officers. Press
reports hinted that such was the wish of
the Dublin government. British officials
denied that assurances had been given.
But the drift was that, thanks to the Lon-
don-Dublin Conference, the RUC was
going to be brought to account for its
murder of unarmed nationalists.

It is difficult to see how Sampson
could do otherwise than recommend a
few prosecutions. This is the price the
British government and indeed the RUC
will have to pay for the Stalker scandal.
The last few years though have shown
how far prosecutions are from convict-
ions in the case of RUC or British army
personnel. Meanwhile, the tape which
MI5 had installed in the hayshed where
Michael Tighe was murdered by the RUC
has ‘disappeared’. And the Sampson Re-
port will avoid disclosures on MI5 activit-
ies “in the public interest”.

MORE LEAKS

The weekend saw more leaks to the
press, this time concerning an “immin-
ent” release of the six innocent Irishmen

Hillsborough
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tactics at work

® The scene of the killing of V Jim (inset) on 14th in West Belfast.
Volunteer McKernan, who was unarmed, was shot in the back at close range by a member of a
heavily armed British army foot patrol

by a racist and biased judicial system.
There are hundreds like them rotting
away in prisons in England and in Ire-
land.

jailed in 1974 for the Birmingham bomb-
ings. And indeed many will rejoice when
their release is announced, not a day too
soon.

The Birmingham Six should never have
been convicted in the first place. Their
release, if release there is to be, will come
after 12 years of campaigning, of lobby-
ing, after the publication of books, and
finally a British policeman’s admission
on TV that these men were brutally
beaten while in custody. They, like the
Maguire family, have already served life
sentences. Their lives have been destroyed -

TINKERING
This week, British MPs voted for
the renewal, for another six months, of
the Emergency Provisions Act. Much will
be made of the reforms such as the Brit-
ish government’s proposed onus on the
crown for bail applications and rights of
people in custody.
But reputable human rights bodies

have already described the changes as
“tinkering at the margins of the system”.
Last week the British National Council
for Civil Liberties demanded that the
entire EPA be repealed, and, in the
interim, for a return to trial by jury,
automatic bail after 110 days in cus-
tody and corroboration of ‘supergrass’
evidence. It is worth recalling that the
revamped EPA contains a number of
new repressive measures such as the
right to seize radio equipment, a 28-day
remand in custody, not to mention old
ones such as internment without trial.
And, of course, as British direct-ruler
Tom King stressed yet again in West-
minster on Tuesday: one-judge Diplock
Courts are here to stay!

And this is Step two of the Hillsbor-
ough tactic: a gradual tightening of the
repressive screw on the nationalist com-
munity.

Shoot-to-kill  tactics are still in
force, as shown by the murder of Jim
McKernan in Andersonstown last Sept-
ember. Plastic bullets will still be used,
and young nationalists will still be sen-
tenced by Orange judges to many years
in jail on the flimsiest of evidence. Strip-
searching of women prisoners is to con-
tinue with the rubber-stamp of the Brit-
ish-government-funded Standing Advisory
Commission on Human Rights — the so-
called human-rights watchdog. On Wed-
nesday, December 10th, the commission
published a report supporting the contin-
uation of strip-searching “in the interest
of prison security”.

The list is long, as is the arsenal of
repression which the British have built
up in their effort to quash lIrish resist-
ance. But the spirit of Irish resistance
is not so easily disarmed.

Goalition taryets Sinn Feim

[8y MaIRTIN Mec DIARMADA]

WITH NO WARNING or debate, the Dublin government
pushed legislation through Leinster House last week with the
stated intention of hampering Sinn Fein’s electoral challenge

in the 26 Counties.

Environment Minister John Bo-
land cynically used an Electoral
Bill, designed to give disabled
voters postal votes, as a means of
carrying through the anti-Sinn
Fein laws. Announcing them in
Leinster House on Thursday,
December 11th, Boland said that
the names of non-registered politi-
cal parties could no longer appear
on ballot papers as part of candi-
dates’ names and that presiding
officers at polling stations will be
empowered to demand documen-
tary proof of identification from
certain voters.

Before the 1986 Ard-Fheis it
was Sinn Fein policy not to regis-
ter as a political party with the
Leinster House registrar, As a
result of not being registered,
the name of the party did not
appear on ballot papers. To
overcome this it was the practice
of Sinn Fein candidates to change
their names by deed poll so that
the party’s title would appear as
part of their own names.

At this year's Ard-Fheis it was
agreed to register and on Decem-
ber 3rd the relevant papers
(having - been checked by legal
advisors) were lodged with the
Registrar of Political Parties.

POLITICAL PRESSURE .

law, Sinn Feins Director of
Elections, Pat Doherty, said:

“The prohibition of candidates
changing their name by deed poll
is particularly significant since it
suggests that an attempt is being
made to stop or delay Sinn Fein
registering as a political party in
the 26 Counties. It will be interes-
ting to see if political pressure is
exerted on the Registrar of
Political Parties to block our
application even though we have
fulfilled the legal requirements for
registration.”

The second measure announced
by Boland was allegedly to
combat personation in elections..
He said that it was being done
specifically because of the decis-
ion of “an organisation with
direct subversive links” (i.e. Sinn
Fein) to put forward candidates
in the next general election. The
wording of the law is extremely
vague in that it says the presiding
officer can demand a “specific
document ” for identification from
voters, but does not say what the
document(s) will be.

Asked in an RTE interview
what was meant, Boland said that

a credit card, cheque book or
driver’s licence” would do, thus

..cqqurrning that, the main, victims

'@ Sinn Fein election workers distributing literature outside the polling booth in Seville Place, in Dublin’s North Inner City

working-class people, many of
whom would be potential Sinn
Fein voters.

Pat Doherty said that the party
would unreservedly welcome the
measure if it was a genuine
attempt to end electoral malprac-
tice but “John Boland’s statement
that this move s directed against
Sinn Fein shows the true motive
behind the amendment.

“In . the., first, place,

scale, North and South, long
before Sinn Fein’s decision in
1981 to enter electoral politics.
There is no evidence, as John
Boland suggests, that personation
increased because of Sinn Fein. In
fact, despite changes in the law in
the Six Counties which requires
all voters to produce identifica-
tion the Sinn Fein vote has not
declined.

“In the 26 Counties,
QConnor case and the systemat

the
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suggest that tne real masters of
personation are those who sat
smugly on the Leinster House
benches while the measure was
discussed.

“They have no need to worry
about the change because the law
Is directed against ‘certain’ peaple.
We can be quite sure that affluent
people will be exempt from
suspicion while the existing anti-
youth and anti-working class bias
the slecmlal sysrem will be,
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allowed employers to sack thej, = 2
and seize union funds. Orkfore,
Dean thanked unions at the gy
for refusing to print 300,000 - Preg
of Murdoch’s News of the COpiy,
this year and said that the News ln!amg, ’
tional strike, which will be i !laln._ A
next month, has cost SOGaT .Tm]d /
L : £5% million. In Ireland at th, ‘"vnm
ol e of the Dublin Printing Trades g, ion
% issued “@ cry from the heary” ,Ji the
trade unionists’ support. Tish
She also joined the picke of
Shelbourne Hotel where workg,, , "
been on official strike since q, "
14th for decent wages,
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Thirty jobs could be lost in the G
ham and Berkeley Court Hotels i, D
if the management succeeds in s
alisation plans.

The No.4 Branch of the ITGwy 7
which represents hotel workers, is Presen;. 7
ly engaged in talks with managemen,

ublip %
ation,

e

Two former shop-stewards the 4
Advance Tyre Centre of Townseng
Street, Dublin, are picketing the Premise;
after being dismissed. Advance Tyn i /
owned by Semperit, who tried to intro. 7
duce new working methods by having i

W I~ -v.-;:.‘o_"‘“':” & workers use their own transport to ferr /
e - ARE IS T tyres between centres. When the worker,

refused they were sacked. _

The Rights Commissioners ruled thy
they were unfairly dismissed and awarded
them £2,000 after ten years' service anq
£4,000 after 13 years. The picketers, .
Christy McGuhan and Jimmy Hayes, are '

No grace before meals

& restaurant after
: were dismissed.

WORKERS at Pat Grace’s fried

. chicken and pizza cabins at Phibs-

boro, Dublin, are picketing the
eight of them

Liz McCouley, the strikers’ spokesper-
son, says that Pat Grace has used abusive
I in his to i the
women workers. A number of the women
were told by him that they were to report
to Limerick the following day for work.
When they refused they were dismissed.

The women are members of the
ITGWU and are picketing the restaurants
from 11am to 2am.

Thirty jobs have been lost in Bally-
haunis, County Mayo, following the
closure of Major Steel Products. The

y, which farm
machinery, had been in operation for 13
years.

ed

wen
Ten fitters and electricians at the B+l
freight terminal, North Wall, Dublin, are

to the Agricultural Institute.

Twelve hundred people are employed
by the Institute, which has been forced to
sell three of its farms following the cut in
grant aid.

Brenda Dean, general secretary of
SOGAT ‘82, one of the unions represent-
ing 5,500 British printwokers sacked by
Rupert Murdoch,

on strike in support of a 7% wage i %
Other workers at the terminal refused to
pass the picket and freight services to the
Continent have been halted.
en
A large number of jobs are at risk
following the Coalition’s cut in funding

visited Dublin last Friday and told Irish
trade unionists to be on their guard.

She warned people to watch the 26-
County government carefully to ensure
that it did not introduce industrial
legislation similar to Britain’s which

appealing the amounts they have been

awarded.

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions
held a special consultative conference on
Monday, December 15th, to review the :
progress of its policy on jobs, pay and

taxation.

The conference reviewed the trend in
pay settlements and attacked the Fine :
Gael/Labour government for its refusal
to enter into a renewal of the policy of

‘national understandings’.

OVER 1,000 voluntary health workers and trade unionists
from the North’s three main health unions — NUPE, COHSE
and NIPSA — mounted pickets at hospitals and disrupted
a meeting of the Eastern Health & Social Services Board
on Thursday, December 11th.
The protestors were object-
ing to proposals by the board to
cut services by £15 million over
the next five years, the bulk of
the cuts coming from acute ser-
vices. The Board was also pro-
posing that resources be shifted
from hospitals to ‘community

Criticising the Board’s pro-
posals, NUPE area organiser Lily
Kerr said that one of the plan’s
objectives is “to remove 200
acute hospital beds from the
Eastern Board area”, She point-
ed out that hospital waiting lists
showed a definite need for these
beds. Other areas under threat

Health cuts protest

are back-up services for the men-
tally ill and the home-help ser-
vice which caters largely for the
elderly.

NIPSA has similarly cond -

volve removing facilities from
people who are in great need.””

Supporting the protestors,
West Belfast MP Gerry Adams
said:

“Today’s turn-out clearly jll-
ustrates the depth of opposition
to the cuts that exists in the

ed the cuts in the home-help ser-
vice. The union revealed that a
review of the sérvice recently
made in North and West Belfast
showed that additional home-
helps were needed, not fewer:
“Any cuts in the home-help
service will have very serious
effects because they would in-

most 14
affected by them. There is an
obvious determination to sup-
port the health workers and to

- defend the health service against

further attack. The Eastern
Health Board, rather than pass-
ively implementing British gov-
ernment restrictions, should take
a lead from its own employees,

and-thase at today’s pickets, and
start defending the health ser
vice.”

R

be forced to introduce with our next edition.

And if you've already got a subscription why not
buy someone a novel Christmas present and take out
a subscription for them?
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| BY JANEPLUNKETT |

THE MOTHER AND SISTER of
IRA Volunteer William Price have
won their fight to get a new inquest
into the controversial circumstances
in which Price was shot dead by
undercover British soldiers in Ard-
boe, County Tyrone, in July 1984.

This time, the Price family will have to
be informed of the time and place of the
hearing.

Price’s mother has fought a legal battle
to have the inquest, held last June,
quashed because neither she nor Price’s
sister, Eileen Maye, with whom he had
been living at the time of his death, had
been given advance notice of the inquest
by the RUC.

Last Friday, a High Court judge in

Family wins
new inquest

Belfast agreed that the failure to inform
the relatives had been contrary to natural
justice, and instructed that they be given
“reasonable notice” of a future inquest.

As Judge Kelly pointed out, coroners’
courts in England and Wales have a
statutory. obligation to notify the spouse
or near relative. No such requirement
exists in the Six Counties.

However, the judge refused to appor-
tion blame for the failure to tell the
Price family of the inquest or for the fact
that the inquest proceeded despite their
absence.

CHALLENGE
The success of their application last
Friday means that Mrs Price and her
daughters will be present, with their
lawyers, at the new inquest to challenge
the crown forces’ version of events.

@ VOLUNTEER WILLIAM PRICE

At the previous inguest, inconsisten-
cies emerged between the story of the
RUC, who claimed they found two guns

behind Price’s body, and British soldiers,
who said they searched but found no
weapons.

Disabled man ill treated

| BY KEVIN McCOOL

A YOUNG DERRY MAN was brutally ill treated during five
days of questioning in Castlereagh RUC Interrogation Centre

recently.

Eddie McSheffrey (28) has a
caliper on his leg since he was
injured in an explosion two years
ago and has been under constant
medical supervision since.

He was arrested from his home
in Abbey Park, Bogside, in the
early hours of Monday, Decem-
ber 1st, and taken to Castlereagh
where the RUC refused to allow
him to wear his caliper. McSheff-
rey was therefore unable to walk
or stand and was forced to under-
go a daily routine of four-hour
interrogation sessions.

DRAGGED
Over the next five days, Mc-
Sheffrey was interrogated by eight
RUC detectives who continually
used his injury to increase the

from under him on several occas-
jons and he was ordered to stand
up. When he couldn’t, the RUC
men then dragged him to his feet
by his hair and ears.

The largest and heaviest of his
interrogators (weighing around 18
stones) sat on top of his injured
leg several times.

McSheffrey told AP/RN:

“For five minutes at a time,
the RUC man crushed down upon
my leg, causing me severe pain.”

‘SAS-A-CLAUS’

The RUC also repeatedly taun-
ted their victim about his injury
and the explosion which caused
it. The RUC also warned him that

@ Castlereagh Interrogation Centre, Belfast

he would be shot dead before
Christmas, saying it would not be

After five days,

stress he was under. On Monday

Santa Claus but ‘SAS-a-Claus’ who
would be calling with him.

was released without charge late
on Friday night. Derry Sinn Fein

McSheffrey  Councillor Mitchel

McLaughlin

said that the RUC’s actions in
Castlereagh were “ample demon-

stration that such RUC torture
methods are still part of RUC pol-
icy”.

Loyalist
abduction

Q/ MAEVE ARMSTRONG __|
TWO BELFAST nationalists suffered
a terrifying ordeal last weekend
when they were abducted by loyalists
in the city centre, brought to a social
club, and viciously beaten for
several hours.

The men, one from Andersonstown, the
other from the Markets (both of whom
have asked not to be named) are still in
hospital.

At 8.30pm on Friday, December 12th,
the Markets man was collecting a bicycle
for his two-year-old child in King Street,
which was packed with Christmas shoppers,
when he was attacked by two loyalists.
They bundled him into the back of a car

and he discovered to his horror, that he
was along with another nationalist who had
been abducted by the gang earlier that
evening.

BEATEN

In the car the loyalists held both men
down on the floor of the vehicle with their
feet until they reached the Liverpool
Mountainview Supporters’ Social Club at
Disraeli Street, in the heart of the loyalist
Shankill Road. The terrified men were
brought into the toilets in the club where
they were beaten with batons, fists and
kicked by up to ten loyalists.

Throughout the beatings they were
asked if they were Catholics, which they
denied, fearing that they would be murder-
ed.

At around 2.30am, the men were taken
outside. They thought they were going to
be killed but instead they were put into a
ar. Shortly afterwards, the badly-injured
men were thrown out at Tennent Street,
off the Crumlin Road, where they were
discovered by a passing RUC mobile
patrol and taken to hospital.
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=
@ King Street, Belfast — scene of the abduction
of two nationalists

One man's wife said:
“l didn't know what had happened

O 24, L2 T M PL. 22 2 L 22 W

to him when he didn’t come home from
the town and the RUC didnt tell us
either. It wasn’t until Saturday that |
heard from him when he telephoned my
sister.

“When | saw him | didn‘t recognise him,
his face was swollen and there were cuts
and bruises all over him.”

100 STITCHES

This man needed 100 stitches to lacera-
tions on his face, has two, possibly three,
broken fingers, chipped bones in his jaw
and forehead, and bruising all over. The
Andersonstown man needed stitches to his
head and had his jaw broken in two places,
for which he underwent surgery.

Although the RUC has been to the
loyalist club and recovered one of the
batons used by the assailants, no-one has
so far been detained for questioning.

Belfast Sinn Fein Councillor Sean
McKnight called on nationalists not to
relax their vigilance over the Christmas
period and said that “these two men are
very lucky to be alive”.

3
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MINISTER
ACCUSED

BY BRENDAN KERR

H|

BUBL'IN WEST DEPUTY Jim Mitchell has been accused of
Playing politics with people’s lives” after refusing to reply
to a Sinn Fein community activist's plea for the inadequate
safety measures on the proposed Chapelizod by-pass to be

urgently upgraded.

Jimmy Delaney, a Ballyfermot
Sinn  Fein member, reluctantly
resigned as secretary of the
Chapelizod By-pass Action Comm-
ittee on Wednesday, December
17th, saying:

“Jim Mitchell may feel no guilt
about using people’s safety as a
political football but Sinn Fein

and | are certainly not going to '

stoop to his level.

“Mitchell’s petty pursuit of a
fragmented Coalition boycott of
Sinn Fein members exposes his
disregard for his constituents’
needs and wishes. Environment

Minister John Boland has already
written to me on the By-pass
Action Committee’s concern about
safety, and only a fortnight ago
Coalition Minister Nuala Fennell
shared a platform with Sinn Fein
in Rathfarnham at a meeting on
social welfare cuts.”

DEMANDS
The By-pass Action Committee
(which has the backing of both
the Ballyfermot Community As-
sociation and the Chapelizod
Residents’ Association) is demand-
ing that a footbridge be provided

Wi

M
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" ®Trinity House, Lusk, County Dublin' %

In May, the 13-year-old boy's
story was carried in AP/RN.
“Jim* (not his real name) has
been in the care of the Eastern
Health Board since he was six.
He was taken into care through a
court order brought by the
Health Board and lived in a
children’s home in Wicklow until
he was 11.

Although the Health Board
has a legal repsonsibility to care
for Jim, he was allowed to
intermittently roam the streets
of Dublin from the age of 11,
uncared for and prey to all the
dangers associated with a life on
the streets. In May, Jim told
AP/RN about “the rich men in
posh cars” who offered him
money for sex, and his feeling
that it was “the end of the
world” for him.

Now Jim is in Trinity House,
“a secure unit for young offen-
ders” — a prison, Fr Peter
McVerry, a priest who befriend-
ed the boy, said the court
case:

“The Board is dying for him
to go to Trinity House — it will
get them off the hook.”

Jim will spend the next two
years in a completely unsuitable
environment. He is not a crimi-
nal, he is a young boy whose
family cannot care for him. The

Homeless boy jailed

A HOMELESS CHILD was sentenced to two years’ deten-
tion in Trinity House as the Dublin Children’s Court on
Friday, December 12th. His crime was breaking into a car
to find somewhere warm to sleep.

Eastern Health Board, which
took him from his family, has
dishonoured its responsibility to
him.

BACKGROUND

The background to this sad
story is that the Health Board
has a shortage of residential
places for the children in their
care. The Children’s Homes are
not prepared to take trouble-
some or unruly children and the
Health Board is either unwilling
or unable to make them. Al-
though the vast majority of
homes are 100% funded by the
Board, they are very often
managed by or associated with
the Catholic Church and there is
a marked unwillingness to force
them to do anything they do not
like.

The opening of a new hostel
for homeless boys under the
auspices of the Catholic Social
Services Conference has been
welcomed by everyone involved.
However it must be said that the
Minister is suddenly able to find
between £160,000 and £180,000
to fund this new hostel but was
unable to find £70,000 to keep
the Hope Hostel which was
closed last February due to lack
of funds.

. ‘ o
proposed Chapelizod by-pass Jimmy De)

across the motorway as a subway
would leave pedestrians more
vulnerable to muggers. The pro-
posed two-foot-high safety barriers

ty measu

ger due to I dequate sa

Z

have been described by Delaney as

“woefully inadequate on a road-

way 30 feet above the ground”.
Although he has resigned as

secretary, Jimmy Delgne,
defiantly said that he )
an active member of the B
Action Committee,
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Traders hit

1HIMID4

DUBLIN STREET-TRADERS have
past week to earn their traditional
Christmas.

Because the Department of Indust-
ry & Commerce refused licences to 14
traders, they have been unable to
obtain Christmas trading permits and
provide a badly-needed supplement to
their family incomes. In the High
Court on Wednesday, December 10th,
the street-traders sought an injunction
against the Minister for Industry &
Commerce and challenged the constit-
utionality of the Casual Trading Act
which, they said, was denying them
their livelihood.

Despite the urgency of the case
for the traders, Judge Murphy reserved
his judgement on Wednesday and again
the following Monday. This has meant
that street-traders have had 10 run the
gauntlet of continuous Garda harass-
ment in the days up to Christmas as
they attempt to earn their living on
their traditional Henry Street trading

|

==y

FIVE KERRY PEOPLE were sentenced at a Tralee court on
Wednesday, December 10th, to prison sentences and fines of
up to £300 for “withholding names and addresses” and

“obstruction”.

On April 20th, the Special
Branch raided several houses in
Kerry. At the home of James and
Carmel Sheehan in West Comm-
ons, Ardfert, they demanded that
James give his name and address.
When he pointed out that they
were raiding his home and ob-
viously knew his name and
address, they became aggressive
and both James and his wife were
pushed about. The couple were
then charged, James with with-
holding name and address and
obstruction and Carmel with
obstruction.

That same day, April 20th,
Brian Ferris, of Churchill, County
Kerry, was stopped by Special
Branch men in Tralee. He was
asked for his name and address
by the same Branch men who had
stopped him a score of times
before. Ferris said: “/"d just had
enough. They know my name and

ddress; it is pure h L.” He

® BILLY LEEN

his name and address.

Also raided on April 20th was
lha. Prendergast home in Castle-
maine. When Marie Prendergast

too was charged with withholding

about the raiding of

her home she 00 was charged

been fighting a court batyle in the
livelihood on the city’s streets 3¢
On Monday, the High Court jugee
said he would finally rule on the ey
today (Thursday, December 18th)

SUPPORT

Expressing his support for the i
street-traders who have been congin.
uously moved on both befors and singy
their convictions for illegal trading in
1984/85, Sinn Fein Councillor Christy
Burke described the Department ang
Corporation decisions as “another .
tack on low income familjes.

“These traders are totally depend.
ent on this income for food and cloth
ing for Christmas.”

He pointed out that all the press
ure against the traders was coming
from big business people who refused
1o consider even a tiny proportion of
the vast income from the Christmas
shopping spree being shared with work
ing people from disadvantaged areas
of the city.

with obstruction. Two days later,
on April 22nd, James Nagle of
Tralee received similar treatment
when he too was arrested and
charged.

SENTENCES

At the court case on Wednes:
day, December 10th, James Shee
han was sentenced to six months
in prison and a £300 fine. Carme!
Sheehan was fined £50, Brian
Ferris was sentenced to sixmonths
in prison, Marie Prendergast was
fined £200 and bound over '
two years, and James Nagle was
fined,

Tralee Sinn Fein Counc!l%’
Billy Leen, commenting 0" the
sentences, said: L

“There is a continuous &7
paign of deliberate harassme"" °
republicans in this area. Th s?;
age sentences p: on (he
people are an attempt 0 """
date not just them but all repub 3
can activists in Kerry- 1t """
work. ™

All five have appealed -
cases and will appear in &
again on January 22nd.

their
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Republican
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ot Resistance
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5 L—i- Only £1.50 ’y‘

PO

The Politics

of Revolution

Republican Publications has
produced a 48-page illustrated

‘Ie’pdfriatc \(\9‘8( book on the 1986 Ard-Fheis —
) s The Politics of Revolution.

The book contains most of the
major speeches from the abstent-
ionist debate at the Ard-Fheis,
including the text of speeches by
Pat Doherty (proposing the Ard
Chomhairle motion), John Joe
McGirl, Joe Cahill and Martin
McGuinness.

The Politics of Revolution also
3 includes the full text of Sean Mc-

Manus’s address an ams’
All of the above are available from Republican Publica- ‘,,:,id,,,smm addr:s: G:,r['yl,?dm:':e
tions, 51/55 Falls Road, Belfast, and 44 Parnell Square, Dublin important speeches were previous-

.1. (Bulk orders can be arranged on demand). ly unpublished.

A GENERAL ELECTION supported by vested commercial
is expected in the 26 Coun- interests then we must once
ties within the next few again appeal for funding from
months. Sinn Fein intends ©our friends and supporters in
to contest seats across a !reland and abroad.

wide area, offering a real
change to the redundant
policies of the establish-

Now is the time to start
sending your donations, large or
3 small, to the Sinn Fein Election
ment p.artles. Fund, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin

Elections cost money and if 1. (Please send only cheques
we are to fight on a professional postal orders or money orders _.
basis against parties which are  no cash.)
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ANOTHER BRITISH WHITEWASH

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

A‘REPORT PUBLISHED in the North last
Frgd‘ay, December 12th, has rigidly endorsed
British government policy on strip-searching
women prisoners and feebly recommends that
the practice should be kept under review.

The 36-page report was
compiled by the Standing Ad-
visory Commission on Human
Rights whose chairperson and
members are appointed by
the British Secretary of State.
It is therefore not surprisingly
riddled with contradictions
and reads, in most part, like
so many other Northern Ire-
land Office cover-ups which

attempt to justify strip-search-
ing on security grounds.

It accepts without qualifi-
cation the N1O position that
strip-searches are carried out
with due regard for the indivi-
dual’s dignity. However, this
has been consistently chall-
enged by opponents who

point out that many women
have complained about the

llic objects such as

degrading ant h liating eff-
ects and long-term psycholog-
ical scars they have suffered
as a consequence.

In considering whether the
security of Maghaberry Prison,
built at a cost of £5 million
and acclaimed as the elite of
top-security’ prisons in Eur-
ope, would'be “seriously pre-
Judiced by the complete cess-
ation of strip-searching”, the
commission submits:

“It seem’s reasonable to
accept the view (put forward
by the NIO’and others) that
modern technology has not
yet reached the degree of
sophistication required reliab-
ly to detect many small

THE SINN FEIN Wom-
en’s Department spokes-
person, Belfast Councill-
or Lily Fitzsimmons, has
said that the latest report
from the Standing Advis-
ory Commission on Hu-
man Rights gives carte
blanche to the prison
authorities at Maghaberry
to continue degrading
and humiliating women
prisoners.
It might have appeared
plausible in 1973 that a
government which had been
responsible for internment,
Bloody Sunday, the ill-treat-
ment of those in custody, and
the use of rubber bullets, was
mending its ways by appoint-
ing such a body as the Stand-
ing Advisory Commission on
Human Rights. But, 13 years
later, with rubber and plastic
bullets deaths, with paid-
perjurers, shoot-to-kill, and
strip-searching, it is clear that
the commission, in spite of its
grand title, is meant only to

improve the British govern-
ment’s image abroad.

CLOSENESS

The commission has done
little since it was set up and
examples of its findings over
the years illustrate its close-
ness to the British govern-
ment,

On the question of Dip-
lock courts, it says: “We fee/
unable to recommend that
this procedure should lapse in
the absence of a viable
alternative.”

On the ill-treatment of
prisoners, it suggests that this
comes from “excesses” on
the part of ‘over-zealous”
interrogators.

On internment by remand,
it says: “There will always be
anomalous or difficult cases
where longer than average
periods will be spent on
remand.”

And on the whole quas-
tion of the denial of human
rights here, it says in its fifth
annual report: “Unfortunate-

ly, full enjoyment of these
rights must await an ending
of vioience.”

RESCUE ATTEMPT

This current report is but
the latest attempt to rescue
the British government from
its international critics — this
time over the continued strip-
searching of‘women prisoners
— and shows the amount of
pressure that is being brought
to bear intefnationally for an
end to strip-searching.

The commission, like the
NIO, has been forced to
admit that nothing of any
security importance has been
found in the 3,000+ strip-
searches carried out since
1982, yet it still falls back
on the well-worn excuse that
security needs justify the
continuation of this degrad-
ing practice. The report’s
conclusion that there is “no
realistic possibility of the
practice being ended in the

near future” is an uhsolute,

disgrace.

Anti-strip
search
meeting

A public meeting and video show
on strip-searching was held in Dun-
garvan, County Wexford, recent-
ly with over 50 people in attend-

ance.

Chairing the meeting, Matty Power
said that strip-searching had nothing to
do with security but was another attempt

of women

Committee.

searches

BENEDICTINE OPPOSITION
In the United States, 'the Benedictine

Sisters of

to degrade, humiliate and break the will

called on those present to lobby politic-
ians and all groups to put pressure on the
British to end all strip‘searches. The
principal speaker was Annie Campbell
from the Central Stop the Strip-Searches

She outlined the progress of the
campaign and gave an account of how the
were
prisoners, in particular the brutal treat-
ment of Ella
Anderson in English prisons.

\llinois, have called for the ending of
strip-searches:

“We are opposed to these degrading
and immoral _strip-searches and we ask
that this oppressive treatment of women
be abolished.”

republican prisoners, He

affecting the women

O'Dwyer and Martina

St Mary Priory, Nauvoo,

pieces of paper, drugs and
paper money.”

Contradicting this assert-
jon, it-had earlier stated in
the report that the few insig-
nificant items discovered since
November 1982 by rub-down
searches, not strip-searches,
have “not in themselves had
any security significance”.

ABUSES

“By definition, strip-sear
ching is an emotive subject
and public attitudes both
within Northern Ireland and
abroad have been coloured
by the propaganda campaign
conducted against the prison
authorities.”

It urges the British govern-
ment to present a more “de-
tailed and concise” argument
to the public even if this
means providing “additional

The ider-
ed the question of ending
strip-searching, reducing it,
and/or the prospect of addit-
jonal safeguards being provid-
ed against abuses in the prac-
tice. But in essence the report
again mimicked current NIO
policy by concluding that
there was “no realistic poss-
ibility of the practice being
ended in the near future”.

And in a comment that
gives an insight into this
body’s political adherence
to British government policy,
the commission expressed
concern that a subject as
“politically sensitive” as strip-
searching has not only gener-

b

CRITICISED
The commission’s abject
failure to demand the com-
plete cessation of strip-sear-
ching was strongly criticised
by anti-strip-search campaign-
er Breige Brownlee, who said
that she was initially “shocked
that any group which claims
to stand for human rights has
come out and in effect con-
doned strip-searching”. How-

ever, she told AP/RN:
“When we realised this was
a government appointed body
we expected nothing else.
The whole report is a cos-
metic gesture to counter pub-

ated
ism in the community” but

licity g d by the cam-
paign and shows, as the NIO

could have “far-reaching eff-
ects upon the perception
abroad of the government’s
policies”.

At the same time, some of
the commission’s conclusions
— and indeed the very fact
that the commission was ask-
ed to produce this report —
confirms that the British gov-
ernment is coming under
pressure generated by the
anti-strip-search campaigners.
The report says:

P ing strip-sear-
ching did, to what lengths
the British will go to misrep-
resent the true facts about
the issue.

“In a way, we see the com-
mission’s report as a success
for the campaign as it proves
beyond doubt that the Brit-
ish government is once again
coming under pressure. That
pressure will be maintained
until this abhorrent and un-
Jjustifiable practice is ended.”

—_

FOR the third year "
lican Political Priso™
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inster House, Dublin, during the Extradition Bill debate

wlig Christmas Tree

n succe_ssion an ‘Irish Repub-
2rs Christmas Tree’ has been
N0ly House, Belfast Sinn

‘:’:e‘lli more than simply another
= g lhg main Andevsomm\fm
nlhmev' ecember 15th, to coin-
. .. when republicans, through

¢ 5, W Public attention to the

PS8 700 political Prisoners in jails
MENted States,

Instead of the usual decorations, this tree is hung with
cards bearing the names of our prisoners. ;

The spectacle of so many cards, each beaijmg the name

of one of those prisoners, is indeed an effectllve way of en-
suring a thought is given not only to the pn.so‘ners but to
the reason why they are incarcerated — the British presence
in Ireland. :
R In the days leading up to Christmas, smaller trees 'wﬂl be
erected in many social clubs where the names cfl prisoners
from Ioculf areas will be placed. Several Sinn Fein cur_namn
in Belfast “will also be delivering presents to the children
of rapublicrn prisoners.

S

M

& Week of extradition protests

RTE studio occupied

B8Y MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA]

RTE’s STUDIO in the
newly-opened Virgin re-
cord store in Dublin was
occupied by Sinn Fein last
weekend in protest against
extradition and to highlight
the censorship of the or-
ganisation’s opposition to
the Extradjtion Bill
through the use of Section
31 of the Broadcasting
Act.

Seven members of Ogra
Sinn Fein gained access to the
RTE 2 studio in the Virgin
‘megastore’ on Aston Quay.
The large shop is owned by the
English millionaire jetsetter and
friend of Margaret Thatcher,
Richard Branson. Virgin was
thronged with Christmas shop-
pers on Saturday afternoon,
December 13th, when the Sinn
Fein members entered the
studio through the unlocked
door from the main floor of
the shop .

DISRUPTED

Although RTE 2's broadcast
from the studio had ended
earlier, the occupation disrupt-
ed internal broadcasting in the
shop and with the picket of
over 30 people inside and
outside the building attracted

widespread attention. Many of
the hundreds of mainly young
shoppers congratulated the pro-
testors and expressed opposi-
tion to extradition and Section
31.

Explaining the occupation,
Ogra Sinn Fein said:

“We have been forced to
occupy the RTE studio because
Section 31 of the Broadcasting
Act denies us access to the
airwaves in the 26 Counties.

“If the Extradition Bill is
passed, it will be:

“1. A major political victory
tor the British in Ireland.

“2. The total acceptance by
the 26-County state of the
RUC as an impartial ‘police”
force.

“3. The total acceptance by
the 26-County state of Britain’s
attempts to criminalise the
struggle to free the six North-
Eastern counties of Ireland
from British military occupa-
tion.

“4. The final fusion of a
common London-Dublin policy
on the Six Counties in ap-
proaching it first and foremost
as a ‘security’ problem rather
than a political one.

“5. The ultimate acceptance
of Britain’s presence as the
unchallenged occupier of the
Six Counties and the abandon-
ment of the national objective

{

\

of reunification.”

Despite the efforts of secur-
ity personnel and gardai ob-
viously frustrated at the ease
with which the Sinn Fein mem-
bers had entered the studio,
the occupation continued for
20 minutes and ended. peace-
fully. The picket outside the
store was then resumed under
the watchful eye of six car-
loads of Special Branch who
later tried to seize the AP/RN
photographer’s film on two
occasions.

PETITION

Earlier on Saturday, several
hundred people signed a peti-
tion calling for the withdrawal
of the Extradition Bill by the
Dublin government. Hundreds
of leaflets on the plight of
republican prisoners were also
distributed at the Sinn Fein
picket and public meeting
opposite the GPO in O'Connell
Street.

On Monday evening, Decem-
ber 15th, there was a torchlight
vigil against extradition on
O’Connell Bridge during rush-
hour traffic despite
winds and rain,

On Tuesday, as the commit-
tee stage of the Extradition
Bill was being debated, a picket
took place outside Leinster
House.

biting
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BY PEADAR MOLLOY

MEMBERS of the Travelling community in Limerick picket-
ed the recent meeting of the City Council’s Housing Commit-
tee in protest at the continued delay by the council in
deciding on the provision of halting sites in the city.

Last year, a working party
consisting of representatives of
the Travellers, Limerick Corpora-
tion, Limerick Trades Council,
Southill Tenants’ & Residents’
Association, and the St Vincent
de Paul Society issued a report
outlining the living conditions
of local Travellers and recommend-
ing the establishment of ten
official halting sites at a number
of designated locations through-
out the city.

This report was rejected at a
full meeting of the City Council
which __instead instructed the City
Manager to bring forward alterna-
tive proposals.

SITES
Over two months ago, the
Manager put forward his proposals
to establish eight sites, two in
each of the four electoral wards.
These proposals were vehemently
opposed by some councillors who

not want any sites inside the city
boundary. It was agreed, however,
that a special meeting of the
council would be held to decide
on the proposals. It is the ongoing
delay in calling this meeting which
has angered local Travellers.

Their  spokesperson,  Willie
Casey, has accused the council of
deliberately stalling on the issue.
In an interview with AP/RN, he
accused certain councillors of
“attempting to make a rfame for
themselves by stirring up anti-
Traveller feeling”.

Casey pointed out that most
of the Travellers in Limerick were
natives of the city and that they
had been living in some areas long
before the building of new houses.

TOTALLY WRONG
He said that it was “totally
wrong” for the Corporation to
maintain that they had a good
record of housing Travellers. Only

 sicken

i -

Roadside

condilions

us !

housed over the years; the majori-
ty continued to live by the road-
side in unhealthy and primitive
conditions:

most against us had to live in
dirty, wet conditions with rats
around them there would be
uproar.”

to live for one week the life of
Limerick Travellers.

Casey was critical of the clergy
who had failed to take any inter-
est in the plight of Travellers.
However, he praised many of the
people living in working-class
areas of the city for their good
and friendly relations with Travel-
lers. He also praised those coun-
cillors who support the provision
of halting sites.

CRIMINAL ALLEGATIONS

On allegations of crime among
Travellers, Casey said that “no-
body has the right to judge us and
say that we are worse than anyone
else.”

In the meantime, the campaign
for halting sites is set to continue
until Limerick City Council finally
decides to grant Travellers their

have made it clear that they do

a very few families

had been

“If some of those who are

He challenged local councillors

rights.

TRAVELLERS’ FAMILIES living
in fields and along roadsides in
Armagh city are facing the threat of
imminent eviction without being
provided with anywhere else to go.

In recent months, Armagh SDLP
councillors have, in contradiction to their
stated party policy, been vocal in demand-
ing that the Travellers be evicted and have
publicly attacked the Housing Executive
for not taking “stern enough measures to
deal with the problem”. The Housing
Executive recently sought and was
awarded an ‘order of possession’ by the
High Court which, it says, it will serve
immediately the paperwork is completed.

Several Travellers’ families first moved
into the city about 16 months ago. One
family which is waiting for the local
DHSS to process some problems is living
on Housing Executive land beside the
Mullacreevie Estate. A second group of
families is camped about a quarter of a
mile away, while two or three more
families are living at Rock Road on the
outskirts of Armagh,

INFLAMMATORY

Paul Noonan, spokesperson for the
Northern Ireland Council of Travelling
People, visited Armagh at the end of
November and last week slammed the
actions of the SDLP councillors, accusing
them of attempting to “stir up animosity”
towards Travellers with a “series of
inflammatory statements”, Noonan des-
cribed the SDLP attitude as “a disgraceful
and shameful manipulation of the Travell-

Travellers face eviction

Sinn Fein’s Armagh Councillor Tommy
Carroll this week condemned the bigoted
attitudes of many nationalist and unionist
elected representatives:

1
!

and as a “vote-getting exer-

"‘The Armagh Travellers are living
without toilets and have no water or
elec{ricily supply or a rubbish collection
service. It Is in the urgent interests of
both the settled community and the
Travellers that a serviced site Is provided, *

s B

Carroll called on the various statutory
bodies — the Housing Executive, the
Depaqmen( of the Environment and the
council — to get together and “produce
an agreed plan which satisfactorily and
permanently resolves this issue”,
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TA CASANNA CUIRTE i
gcomne beirt Gaeilgeoir a
dhlultangh ceadinais teilifise
a ioc curtha siar go dti
Feabhra 1987. Bhi Ite Ni
Chionnaith, uachtarén Con-
radh na Gaeilge agus Padraig
O Duibhir mdinteoir, os | -
comhair na Cuirte Diiche i
Rath Fearnain ar an gCéad-
aoin, 10 Nollaig.

Dhnultalgh an bheirt na cead-
(Gnais a foc de bharr fhaillf
naireach theilifis RTE sa Ghaeil-
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padraig O Maolchraoibhe at the Derry launch of Saoirse

Saoirse
seolta
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A MEETING in Derry‘s Guild-

borough Agreement to further the

hall has heard that even  cause of the Irish cultural

: et 4 evival. g 5
Cardinal O flalch recognised “The culture subca:n:r;:”:ru ge. Mhinigh an Breitheamh Sean
that republicans had been ©n Derry Council set up at the Delap go raibh se ag tabhairt

tréimhse ama breise do na
cosantbiri chun an ceaddnas a
fhail.
Ach ddirt Ni Cionnaith agus
6 Duibhir nach mbeidh aon
cheaddnas faighte ag ceachtar
diobh faoi dhdta an dara éis-
teachta. Eistiodh na casanna tri L
3

Innign.lian of Sinn Fein has, with
a of , achieved
more for the Irish language in the
I"sr vear than the London-Dublin

C "

more devoted to the well-
being of the Irish
than constitutionalists.

Lisburn Sinn Fein C
Padrailg O Maolchraoibhe made
the comment at the special
Guildhall lecture on Monday night
to mark the Derry launch of the
all-Irish magazine, Saoirse, publish-

CAMLOUGH
Padraig O Maolchraoibhe also
addressed a public meeting at the
Camlough, County  Armagh,

ed by Sinn Fein. He said: launch of Saoirse on the 2

i/ previous . .
“In his lecture The Language  Friday, while leading Northern Ghaeilge go hiomlan ar an g%
& Political History, Cardinal O  Nationalists' Conference Group gCeadaoin.

Bhi picéad ag Conradh na
Gaeilge ar an gcdirt chun tacd
leis na cosantdirf.

Fiaich points out that the United
Irishmen, Young Irelanders, Fen-
ians and IRB did more for the
promotion of [rish than their
constitutionalist counterparts.
“That lesson in history holds
true to this day as seen by the
fact that at their Conven-
tion the IRA reaffirmed their
commitment to the restoration
of the Irish language as the main
spoken language of this country.”
Speaking at the same meeting,
Sinn Fein Culwral Department
head Mairtin O Muilleoir con-
demned the failure of the Hills-

BOOK REVIEW S s Sy 2. o e ]

The Politics of Irish freednm

member Fergus O'Hare addressed
the Belfast launch on Wednesday,
December 17th.

O'Hare accused the SDLP and
Dublin government of “having
cast a web of confusion over the
Hillsborough Agreement so as to
mask its real aim: the defeat of
the republican struggle and the
creation of a devolved administra-
tion at Stormont — with SDLP
participation.”

The Dublin launch of Saoirse
will take place in the Eccles
Lounge, Dorset Street, on Satur-
day night, December 20th.

DUALGAISI

Dairt fte Ni Chionnaith tar
éis an éisteacht:

“Ts RTE ag séanadh a gcearta
teanga ar phobal na Gaeilge agus
ar an bpobal leathan ata ag lorg
claracha teilifise sa Gaeilge. Nil
an staisign ag comhlionadh a
dhualgaisi reachtdla féin.

“F4iltimid roimh na cldracha
ach ni leor iad chun freastal
ar phobal leathan na Gaeilge.
Seirbhis  chuimsitheach  inar
dteanga féin até uainn, seirbhis
a d‘fhreastalédh ar riachtanaisi
agus ar ilghnéitheacht phobal na
Gaeilge.” #

Ddirt Padraig O Duibhir go
bhfuil “easpa tola in RTE feabhas

. AT " oy
SINN FEIN and cultural activists have erected over a dozen more Irish street-signs in
Armagh city.
One streetssign in Culdee, which was stolen by the RUC several months ago, has been
replaced (seen above). John Nixom of Armagh Sinn Fein sai
“We will continue this work in the New Year until all areas of Armagh have Irish
signs.”

8Y EAMON O NUALLAIN republican involvement though
‘ PORTLAOISE PRISON J | felt that some of his remarks a chur ar an scéal o thaobh
about particular Southern pol- claracha Gaeilge de agus go dtigo

iticlans could have been left
out. They will provide people,
especially in the media, with a
focus and are not central to
the main points he is making.

THIS BOOK, which Gerry Adams says “does not present
itself as a definitive statement of present-day republican
politics”, is his analysis of the main issues facing anyone
interested in the cause of Irish freedom.

dtagann feabhas suntasach ni
bheidh mé sista ceadunas teili-
fise a fhéil”.

A member of Sinn Fein
since 1964, he looks at thn

their support, create conditions
in which they would free

of the
within and outside the Repub-
lican Movement from the mid-
60s to the present day. Yet it
is not a book of r

“ Also, considering
the wild claims being bandied
about by supporters of the
Hillsborough Agreement, it is

it is a statement of his political
ideology .

That this book was written
while he holds the position of
president of Sinn Fein must
make it unique. | can think of
no other occasion when an Ir-
ish political leader, while still
active in politics, has set out
so clearly his thoughts on all
aspects of his politics and the
organisation which he leads.

EASY TO READ

Unlike many books on
politics, it is very easy to read.
There are no long, convoluted
Passages to struggle through.
There is no preaching. In fact,
the tone is almost conversa-
tional at times. Early in the
book he analyses the underly-
Ing causes of past events and
how conditions were, in turn,
changed by these events.

He spesks of his early
involvement in street politics
and his early realisation that,
“We could not free the Irish
people. We could only, with

to be inded of

the aglitation which went on
against the building of the
Divis Flats complex in Belfast.
Reading through the book

| got the impression that each
chapter could stand alone as
an essay or discussion on some
aspect of the situation, yet
together they form a cohesive
unit. One of the points stress-
ed throughout is the import-

REPUBLICANISM

AND SOCIALISM
The chapter on the relation-
ship between republicanism
and socialism will be of
particular Interest to active
republicans as this relationship
is one much discussed within
the Movement. The book not
only discusses how socialist
Ideas have been part of repub-
licanism almost from the be-
glnning, but also discusses how
the relationship stands today.
To be a socialist means to be a
republican, yet there must be
room in republicanism for
iall What is needed

ance of the social
and strategic forces which
come into play in Ireland.

In chapter 6 he analyses
British strategy over the years,
how it has changed, and why.
He states that:

“The strategic reasons be-
hind the Initial English con-
quest remain to some extent
centuries later...”” Britain is
intent on keeping its foothold
in Ireland, and the SDLP, the
loyalists and the Dublin gov-
ernment fit into this strategy.

As regards politics in the
26 Counties, he sets out his
views on the political scene
and the necessity of greater

at present, he says, is an anti-
imperialist movement embrac-
ing as wide a range of views as
possible.

Many other areas are cover-
ed in the book, such as the
role of the IRA, the prisoners
and the importance of Irish
culture. The book finishes

. \
 CERRY ADANS

everyday language, a republi-

can analysis of the Irish
situation. Nor is it some sort
of i ‘bible”

with an of the
Movement today and his hopes
for the future.

The Politics of Irish Free-
dom is not a book simply for
republicans, nor s it a book
about republicans. It_doesn’t
claim to have all the answers,
but it does set out clearly, in

“Irish npub//canl:m is not
and never has been a static
concept; it is a living and
developing ideology.””

For those outside the Re-
publican Movement, this book
will give an Insight into what
motivates republicans and will

question some of their precon-
ceived notions. For republi-
cans, It provides a basis for
discussion on the sort of
questions which must be faced
if we are to achieve victory.

® The Politics of Irish Free-
dom, by Gerry Adams, pub-
lished by Brandon Books,
'I'u;u, County Kerry. Price
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FOLLOwING
Mellows statue
series of annual

With Mary McGing in the
chair, Padraig Malone (Limerick
Sinn  Fein) spoke at a well-
attended meeting on the theme
Liam Mellows — Socialist Reput-
lican.

Seeing the republic as s
living, tangible thing, something

Mellows was a nationalist in the
traditional  sense but, Malone
asserted, he was also a socialist
republican.

Mellows claimed that to ac-
cept the 1921 Treaty was “to
participate in the Empire’s shame
— the crucifixion of Egypt and

“the degradaticn of India”,

The relevance of these words
for today, he said, lay in “the
growing alignment of the Free
State and imyerialist EEC and
NATO in the exploitation of

for which men gave their lives”, .

A

-
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LIAM MELLOWS COMMEMORAOT/

L‘Achievingﬁ
he republic-

a wreath-laying ceremony at the Liam
in Galway’s Eyre Square, the first of a
Liam Mellows Commemorative Lecture
was held in the Atlanta Hotel on Monday, December 8th.

people” are “busily attempting
to stabilise and maintain the
partition set-up so as to ward
off any threat to their own
power and prestige. Just as in
Mellows’ day, the Republican
Movement poses the only real
and revolutionary alternative to
the disastrous state into which
imperialism and Free Stateism
have plunged our country.”
Consisting as it does primarily
of working-class people and small
farmers “the Republican Move-
ment of today seeks to develop
its policies very much in line
with the thinking of Mellows.
“We too affirm the social

® MARY McGING
Africa, Asia,
and the Pacific”,

Latin  America

ONLY ALTERNATIVE

In the final part of his lecture,
Malone said that what Mellows
called the “stake in the country

of the Procl. of
1916 and that the resources of
the nation should be used for
the common good. But we
realise that we have to deal with
the realities of our time and that
we must adopt the tactics and
strategies which are most likely
to achieve Mellows’ republic.

- “Our enemies would dearly
love to see republicanism as a
quaint piece of history — a
museum piece. We must make
sure that republicanism is seen
to be a living vibrant revolution-
ary philosophy —

VE LEC

>

@Commandant Liam Mellows, Quartermaster-General to the Irish Republi-
can Army and secretary to the Army Council,at the Wolfe Tone Commemora-
tion at Bodenstown, County Kildare, in June 1922

one - that

Mellows would be proud of.”

A lively
question-and-answer session foll-
owed with many suggestions on
the format and preparation of
next
meeting.

TURE

i

and provocative

year's commemorative

® Alex Maskey addresses the commemoration
at the Volunteer Sean Mcllvenna memorial

gle for national liberation.

Last Sunday, December 14th,
over 300 people gathered at the
memorial erected in his honour to
pay their réspects to the memory
of a fallen soldier of Oglaigh na
hEireann.

The commemoration for Sean
Mcllvenna started at 2.30pm
when the several-hundred-strong
crowd, led by a colour party,
walked from the centre of the
North Armagh village of Portmor
to the spot where, on December
17th 1984, he was shot dead.

Gathered around the memor-
ial, which was erected last year,
his family, friends and comrades

THE DEATH two years ago of IRA Volunteer Sean Me-
llvenna while on active service was a great loss to the strug-

heard Belfast Sinn Fein Council-
lor Alex Maskey describe Sean
Mcllvenna as a “highly-experien-
ced planner and organiser, who
d ded total i
from those around him and this,
and much more, he gave in re-
turn”, Maskey continued:

“We are committed to the
struggle for national self-deter-
mination, committed to the over-
throw of British rule in our
country, and to the ending of
partition. The reconquest of Ire-
land for the Irish people is what
this struggle is all about.

“To make this reconquest a

reality requires imagination, it
requires hard work, it requires
courage and determination. Above
all, it requires the people behind
us. We must work in the coming
vear to broaden the base of our
struggle — to involve more people
in our struggle.

“The road to the republic is
still a hard road. Yet Volunteers
like Sean Mcllvenna have shown
us that no problem is insurmount-
able, that if we apply ourselves
in a committed fashion to the
job at hand we can and will be
successful.”

Wreaths were laid on behalf
of the family, Oglaigh na hEir-
eann, Sinn Fein, and the National
Graves Association.

HENENBERING e Pase

Operation

” [

BY PETER O'ROURKE

llarvqst

IN THE LATE 1940s, following years of internment and

the

By 1952, IRA recruitment was
being carried out openly in the 26
Counties and the organisation was
being reformed in the North. In cen-
tres of strength, training was carried
out in preparation for an attack on
the North.

ARMS HAUL

In June 1954, in an operation to
procure arms, an IRA raiding party
captured Gough Barracks in Armagh
and escaped with a massive haul of
250 rifles, 37 sten guns and nine
Bren guns. IRA recruiting increased
dramatically.

An attempted repeat of the Gough

Republican Movement was at rock bottom — Sinn Fein was non-exist-
ent and the IRA was threatened with extinction.

In 1948, the republican leadership
of Michael Traynor, Paddy Maclogan,
Tony Magan and Tomas Mac Curtain
set about rebuild the

Republican policy in the early
1950s underwent a radical change.
The IRA leadership issued an order
ibiting military action against the

Magan, as Chief of Staff, reorganised
the IRA while Traynor was mainly
responsible for setting up Sinn Fein
cumainn throughout the country

26-County forces and attacks were
now to be directed against the British
forces.of occupation in the Six Coun-
ties.

SN 1.1/ £ (217 L PN I3 E

raid at Omagh, County Tyr-
one, in October and eight Volunteers
were caught and sentenced to long
terms for “treason felony”’.

Meanwhile, Sinn Fein was gaining
wide support. In the Westminster
election of May 1955, the constitut-
ional went over

Philip Clarke, both imprisoned for the
Omagh raid, were elected for Mid-
Ulster and Fermanagh/South Tyrone.
They were later disqualified and their
seats awarded to the defeated unionist
candidates.

By mid-1955, the R Move-

ed targets in all Six Counties. The long-
awaited border campaign had begun.

INTERNMENT

The Stormont regime responded by
introducing internment without trial

ment enjoyed unprecedented support
in the North, but the IRA had still
not begun its campaign.

BREAKAWAY

In November, a breakaway group,
Seor Uladh, attacked customs posts
along the border. The main effect of
this was to force the IRA into action,

In January 1966, a recent recruit,
Sean Cronin had presented the IRA
with 8 plan codenamed Operation
Harvest. It aimed to drive the crown
forces ouy of entire areas in the North,
thereby creating liberated Zones. It
was agreed to launch the attack that
winter. However, the action of the

to Sinn Fein which, with an abstent-
ionisf policy, won two of the 12 seats
in the Six Counties. Tom Mitchell and

12027 APy

forced the Army into act-
ion sooner than planned.

On the night of December 11th/
12th 1956, 150 IRA Volunteers attack-

oo
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on De 21st. In July 1957, foll-
owing the return to power of Fianna
Fail, internment was introduced in the
26 Counties and a large number of
republicans were arrested and intern-
ed in the Curragh Camp.

Attacks on RUC barracks (mainly
along the border) continued through-
out 1957 and during the early months
of ‘58, but by the summer, oppression
n both sides of the border was having
Its effect and IRA attacks slowed down
and had petered out by the end of the
year.

Three years later, the campaign
was officially ended with an order to
all Volunteers to dump arms. Eleven
IRA Volunteers were killed in action
during the campaign,

The IRA's border campaign Oper-
ation Harvest, began on December
11th 1956, 30 years ago this month.
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Niss of the Spiderperson

THIS WEEK, The Box begins its ca
readers from frying their brains wj
intend to do this by showing you all
ing things that are available in the f;
\itersture, drama, opera, ballet. We

ure.

There are lots of good
pooks t read. The best of
them combine an  exciting
plotdine with interesting char-
acters and 2 well-researched
historical setting. This week, |
will review just one of them.

Web of Spiderman (Marvel
Comics, Swg40p, Ir69%) is a
series of adventure stories that
combines sympathetic and in-
reresting characters with intell-
igent dialogue and colourful
illustrations.

“Hold on a minute!” some-
one shouts from the back of
the room. “/ thought thon was
2 book review."”

Okay, so | don't read so
fast. Youse can do War and
Peace next week.

Beginning with the Oct-
ober issue, Web of Spiderman
has been running a story about
the ould sod, shore ‘n’ begor-
rah, top o' the mornin’ to ye,
bloody ‘ell. Now, as you all
remember, some months ago
we brought you the Z. Ham-
mert primer on creative writ-
ing — How to write your own
Irish novel. Well, the folks at
Spiderman obviously read AP/
RN, because they've been foll-
owing my advice to the letter.

The story begins in New
York, where photojournalist
Peter Parker (aka Spiderman)
is given his new assignment,
slong with his sidekick, ace
reporter Joy Mercado. He's
exhausted from his recent en-
counter with his latest arch-
enemy, Humbug, who has
been terrorising New York by
amplifying the screams of the
cowpea weevil and the salt-
marsh mosquito. Strong stuff,
but just the kind of mayhem
we expect our superheroes to
be up against.

The first indication that
something different is about
o happen is when Pete’s
editor, Jonah, tells him that
he has 1o go to London to
cover a big speech by Maggie
Thatcher on terrorism in the
North of Ireland.

“Terrorism is a hot topic,”
the editor tells his superhero
photojournalist. And, of
course, if you want to know
about Ireland, the best thing
1o do is hop off to London for
a while, hit a few of the clubs,
shoot the shit with a few Tory
lords, and drink a few gin and
tonics. So, with his passport
and his fat expense account in
his hand (“first class all the
way... it's important to make
a good impression”), our hero
is off 10 foggy London town
10 tussle with the terrorists.

Of course, good adventure
literature must keep up the
action, keep the readers on
their wes. So, of course, be-
fore ace reporter Mercado and
our web-fingered friend even
get o immigration, the fur
starts flying.

Paboom! The November
Issue starts with bodies fly-
Ing everywhere. The little box
at the top of the page carries
the first verse of the Patriot
Game, by Billy Behan! |
know, you thought it was
Dominic, but the folks at Spi-
derman are on the ball, and
they know all of his good
friends called him Billy. It's
lust one of the amazing facts
they have uncovered about
Irish history.

The bomb, of course, is
aimed at top terrorist-catcher
Brit Inspector Bartlett, who
just happens to have arrived
on the same flight as the

mpaign to stop our
th cathode rays. |
of the mind-expand-
ine arts. Think of it:
‘Il begin with literat-

dynamic duo from

b Now 5
azine. mag

Before you can say “Pais.
ley’s a Pope-over”’, our heroic
ace reporter bounds through
the crossfire toward the in-
spector, shouting to Spider-
man (only she doesn’t know
he's Spiderman):

“Come onl This could be
a story|”

More brilliant reasoning.
Half of Heathrow Airport has
been reduced to rubble, thous-
ands of bodies are lying ar-
ound, Provo terrorists with
Armalites are shouting, “Up
the rebels!”, while they blast
all around them. And this
could be a story. Sounds like
Joy Mercado was trained in
the Benny Hill School of
Journalism.

Well, for you budding wri-
ters out there, I'm sure you
are beginning to get the
picture. This is a fine example
of literature at its best. Note
the suspense, the action, the
intelligent dialogue, liberally
dosed with a selection of
“bloodies,” ‘blinkin’s” and
‘“death to the Brits!” And
the exclamation mark after
each sentencel

.ee

Anyway, back to our story.
It seems that the bloody ter-
rorists have been plotting in-
to the “wee hours of the
momin’ ” in one of the seed-
iest houses in one of the
seediest sections of London.
They intend to blow up the
British parliament and liter-
ally bring down the govern-
ment by setting off an explos-
ion in the sewers beneath
Westminster.

‘“What better place for
these terrorist sewer rats,” |
can hear ten thousand Amer-
ican and British children think-
ing.

Meanwhile, on their way to
Maggie Thatcher’s speech, ace
reporter Joy Mercado tells
Spiderman (only she doesn’t
know he’s Spiderman, remem-
ber) the history of the lIrish
struggle. Now be sure and
catch this part, because it’s
a piece of literary genius.

First, notice how the auth-

or cleverly introduces a bit
of Irish —history into his
story, by allowing us to

listen in while Joy explains
things to Spiderman (only she
doesn’t... oh, that’s enoughl!
— Ed).

*| feel a little guilty riding
in luxury, with all that pain
and horror back there at
Heathrow,” photo5ournalist
Pete says to ace reporter Joy
as he climbs into their Lincoln
Continental limousine (funny,
/ never saw a Lincoln in Lon-.
don).

“| know what you mean,”
replies Ace. “Especially when
it’s all based on a fear of
Spain invading Englandl”

“What?/]” exclaims Pete.

“What?/1”
chauffeur.

“What?11’” exclaim all the
Spiderman readers, in disbelief.

So Joy begins to tell the
history of ‘the Troubles’. All
about how the Spanish miss-
ionaries converted the Irish
natives from paganism to
Catholicism, how England was
afraid that Spain would use
Ireland as a base to atteck
England. “So they colonised
Northern Ireland with Protest-
ants.

“Ever since, the Republic
of Ireland has tried to unify
the country by taking over
Northern Ireland... which re-
sists and is backed by Eng-
land,” Ace concludes.

Pete butts in.. “You
mean... that's why innocent
people are being killed every
day? Because of a threat
that hasnt existed for hun-
dreds of years?”*

“Welcome
world, Pete.”

And welcome to the funny
farm, Ace. She'd do just fine
on the Sun or the News of
the World.

A couple of shoot-outs lat-
er, the Provos are placing their
charges to blow up parliament.
Little bundles of dynamite
sticks are taped to London's
sewer walls. Outside the man-

exclaims the

to the real

HIT 'éM QuIcK,

BRecoiEn s

hole, their look-out is getting
bored. Lots of little thought
balloons are coming out of his
head.

“Cripes. | shoulda brought
me a Walkman... A little U-2
would go down real easy ‘bout
now... What a blinkin* bore,”
he thinks, I'm starting to agree.

Just as the explosion Is
about to burst onto the night-
ly news, Spiderman arrives in
the sewers to stop it. He flies
at the gang of “Provo guerr-
illas”.

“What the devill” says one
terrorist.

“Saints alivel”
other.

“Kill it!” says the leader.

Which is when Spiderman
gets in his best line. “You go
around blowing up babies...
and you call me an “it’?"” Good
one, Spiderman|

As the plot is foiled and
the last rebel lays dying on
his stretcher, we see the words
inching from his. mouth:
“U...up...the rebels.”

Regular Billy

says an-

As their car proceeds up
the Falls, we see the shells
that once were houses, all
around. Acrid, black smokae is
billowing from the ruins into
the grey Ulster sky. Not sur-
prisingly, our heroes think this
wreckage is the result of IRA
bombs. They don't realise it's
all part of the Housing Exec-
utive’s urban renewal plan.

Of course, while Provo
terrorists are off killing babies
in London and running for
Leinster House, something else
is going on in our lovely Lagan
home. The town has been
taken over by the Black Hoods.
No, not the cider-swilling, joy-
riding type. This is @ gang of
professionals. And they are
causing murder and mayhem
everywhere, hitting all the
“counter-productive  targets”
in sight.

“Ever since thess Black
Hoods showed up, nobody’s
been safe,” a local confides
in our American heroes over
a pint at the Rock Bar. “/t
don’t make no sense... They‘re
always killin’, Catholic, Prot-
estants, police, soldiers... it
doesn’t make any difference
to them.”

Sounds like the Marine
Commandos are back.

Outside the Rock Bar,
Joy and Spiderman get lifted
by a group of the Hoods, who
are angry because these Yank
reporters didn’t buy them a
round.

Well, to cut a long story
short, the Hoods are in the
employ of a ruthless American
entrepreneur with beady eyes.
| think maybe his name is
De...DelLor...uh, Delonnigan
or something like that. This
man’s company has set up
a factory in Belfast 1o pro-
duce their atomic “AKX anti-

personnel particle beam can-

non”’. It's a big green and blue
effort that goes “whmmml”
and “frakow/” not to mention
“prowm|” and “skupoom!”.
It also blows up anything
within 30 miles. Rumour has
it that this sophisticated wea-
pon could even bring down a
Brit helicopter at 50 yards
(just joking, fellas). Things
are getting more realistic in
this Spiderman story.

Only problem is, the AKX

these Spiderman people.

But, waitl That's not all.
In January's issue (hot off the
press), Joy and Spiderman go
to Belfast. Now, this is serious
stuff. They must really want
to get to the bottom of this
terrorism business.

gets { and
explodes, incinerating every-
thing within a 500-feet radius.
So the Pentagon have decided

they don't want it. That's
the unrealistic bit.
So De-what's-is-name has

hired a top spy from MI5 (I
think you call him Wright,
or something like that) to
organise this group of Black
Hoods and cause mayhem and
panic. Then Maggie will realise
that she's on a sticky wicket
and she will buy the AKX-etc,
even if it does overheat and
blow up a few King's Own
Scottish Borderers along the
way. That's the realistic bit
again.

And, of course, Spiderman
stops them all, once he figures
out a way to sneak away from
Joy and put on his Spiderman
suit so he won't be found out.
That's the way it is with these
Clark Kent and Peter Parker
types — evetything is on a
“need to know’” basis.

“ee

So there you have it. I'm

betting that amateurs like
Joyce and O‘Flaherty will be
i to the slime-buck

EAVE s ! WE
BINT Ao T
CARRY ANY EXCESS

BadGasE

of history by this brilliant leap
forward in literary creativity.
Maybe you get nostalgic for *
the old days, when our super-
heroes fought Jokers and men
in catsuits and hunks of
green stone from outer space.
But with today's sophisticated
youth, brought up on Rambo
and Night Rider, it was inevit-
able that Spiderman would
join the war against the inter-
national terrorist canspiracy,

The movie's coming out
next year, and it stars Clint
Eastwood, Charles Bronson,
and Sly Stallone (as Juy Mer-
cado).
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ELECTION FUND-RAISER
Music by Inner City Folk
& Tommo (rock ‘n’ roll)
Thursday 18th December

Jetfoll
North Wall
DUBLIN
Taille £1.50 (E1 unwaged)
Organised by
North Inner City Sinn Fein

SOLIDARITY WITH
MAGHABERRY POWs
Leafleting and patitioning
2.30pm to 5pm Friday
19th December
0O’Connell Street (GPO)
DUBLIN

ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET
430 10 5.30pm
Friday 19th December
Newlands Cross
TALLAGHT
County Dublin

ANTISTRIPSEARCHES
CAMPAIGN
LEAFLETING & PETITIONING
11.30am to 5pm
Saturday 20th November
NENAGH
County Tipperary
Organised by Sinn Fein

ANTISTRIP-SEARCH
PICKE

3pm to 4pm
Saturday 20th December
By-pass
TALLAGHT
County Dublin

FLEA SAOIRSE

LE SAOIRSE 7 A LANSAIL

Speaker: Mairtin O Muilleoir
Traditional music

8pm Saturday 20th December
The Eccles Lounge

Dorset Street
DUBLIN

AN CUMANN CABHRACH
CABARET NIGHT
Music by Mattie & The Freemen
8pm Saturday 20th December
Comerford Lounge
MOONCOIN
County Kilkenny
Taille £1

ANTI-STRIPSEARCH
LEAFLETING
Sunday 21st December
Various churches
TALLAGHT
County Dublin
Phone 516110 for details

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
Music by guest artistes
8pm to 2am
Monday 22nd December
Park Lodge Hotel
North Circular Road
DUBLIN
Taille £5
Bar extension & chicken ‘0’ chips

CHRISTMAS DAY SWIM
(In aid of the POWs
and their dependants)
11am Christmas Day
Ninth Lock
Grand Canal

Clondalkin
and
11.30am Christmas Day
Third Lock
Grand Canal
- Inchicore
DUBLIN
Organised by Sinn Fein

KERRY SINN FEIN
CONVENTION
3pm Sunday 28th December
Benners Hotel
TRALEE
County Kerry

DUBLIN BUS TO SEAN
SOUTH COMMEMORATION
Leaves at 5pm
Sawurday 3rd January
Eccles/Dorser Street
Returning from Limerick
at 4.30pm Sunday
DUBLIN
Taille £4.50 (bring sleeping bags)
Bookings: 5 Blessington Street
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Miriam James

MIRIAM JAMES, a muchdoved and tireless campaigner for Irish
freedom, died in London on Sunday, December 14th, She was taken

seriously ill three months ago on hi

When she was 14 she joined Cum-
8nn na mBan in Dublin and later
helped set up Cumann na gCailini. In
1934, she joined the newly-formed
Republican Congress. “7 felt,” she said
later, “that the Republican Movement
had to begin with the poorest people...
whether they were living in a republic,
@n empire or a ‘Free State’ didn’t mean
anything to those people unless they
had somewhere decent to live and
enough money to live on.”

During the Second World War she
was interned in Mountjoy with 13
other republican women for nearly
three years.

LONDON

In 1949, she went to London,
where she worked until she retired in
1980.

er 69th birthday.

In 1977, spurred initially by anger
at racist treatment of black people in
the working<lass district of North
Kensington, where she lived, she
became involved in community politics.

She joined the Labour Party in
1981 and in June 1983 she joined the
Labour Committee on lIreland and
became secretary of its London Region
Commitree.

RESOLUTION
In 1985, she was a delegate to the
Labour Party Conference and moved a
resolution calling for British withdrawal
from Ireland. She was also the secre-
tary of the committee organising the

events. When she fell ill, in September,
she was helping to organise the recent
Sinn Fein councillors’ visit to England
She would have been delighted by its

success.

Mirlam James was cremated in
London on Wednesday, December
17th, and her ashes will be brought 1o
Ireland for burial in Glasnevin Ceme-
tery.

Bloody Sunday Y
tion this year, and during her years in
the LCI she organised many other

The express-
es deepest sympathy to Miriam’s
many friends in Ireland and England.

Jack O'Sullivan

JACK O'SULLIVAN, one of the last two survivors of the famous 1920
Kilmichael ambush, died on Tuesday, December 9th, at his home in

Kealkil, County Cork, aged 88.

_ A huge gathering attended the
“femoval on Thursday evening and
agein on Friday morning from Kilkeal
Church to Kilmacomogue Cemetery.
The funeral cortege was escorted the
two miles to the cemetery by a guard
of honour from the Kilmichael Com-
memoration Committee and Sinn
Fein. The lone piper who led the
cortege, Peadar O'Leary, tragically
collapsed and died along the route.

At the graveside, Sean Kelliher
of the Kilmichael Commemoration
Committee gave a short oration in
which he praised the courage of Jack
O’Sullivan “in taking up arms against
the terrorist British forces and his
life’s commitment to the 32-County
Irish republic”.

Earlier, at the funeral Mass, Fr
Micheal O Dalaigh described Jack
O’'Sullivan as essentially a man of

peace and said it was hard to Imag-
ine that he had been labelled a terror-

Tony
Murray

TONY MURRAY, of North Strand, Dublin, died suddenly on Saturday,

December 6th. He had survived a

massive heart operation earlier this

year and his death, after courageously coming through the operation,

is particularly sad.
Tony Murray was well-known in

\> poth Belfast and Dublin where he had

lived since the early ‘60s. He was born
in Belfast into a republican family and
joined Flanna Eireann in 1948. He
later joined the IRA and was interned
during the ‘66 campaign. After 4%
years he was released and was one of
the last internees to get out of Crumlin
Road. He came to Dublin and during
the 50th anniversary commemorations
for the 1916 Rising he was arrested
and imprisoned. He went on hunger-
strike in Mountjoy Jail in protest and
was released when he was on the verge
of death. He recovered although the
hunger-strike had a serious effect on
his health.

FAMOUS
He had a diverse circle of friends
and his house in North Strand was the
venue for many a famous ‘session’. In
1979, Tony was again Imprisoned,
this time for his part in the occupation
of the Liffey Dockyard during the

strike there. He was an active and
committed trade unionist for many
years.

Tony Murray was a big character
of great kindness. He will be sadly
missed.

The Republican Movement express-
es sincere sympathy to Dymphna,
Dara, Malachy, . Fergus .and Sorcha,
his family in Belfast and-his friends.

P
®Tony Murray raises the Starry Plough
occupation in 1979

ayer Liffey Dackyard,durina th ut

ist and condemned by the ministers
of his own religion.

CONTROVERSY

In 1983, when Sinn Fein President
Gerry Adams gave the oration at the
annual  Kilmichael commemoration,
there was a controversy contrived by
the Dublin government and the with-
drawal of the Free State army rifles
which were normally lent for a volley
of shots. Jack O’Sullivan, along with
the Kilmichsel Committee and the
hundreds who attended, Ignored the
controversy and contributed to the
success of the event. He was also
present at last month’s 66th Kil-
michael commemoration.

Jack  O'Sullivan’s last  wishes
were that he wanted no Free State
army presence at his funeral and
that the Kilmichael Commemoration
Committee was to organise it accord-
irg to his wishes.

His headstone bears the simple
inscription which sums up his life:
“Jack O‘Sullivan — freedom fight-
er.”

The Republican Movement extends
deepest sympathy to the family,

friends and comrades of Jack O'Sulli-
van.

5
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state of New Mexico to rubble.

This event occurred on May 22nd
1957 when a B-36 bomber ‘acciden-
tally’ dropped an H-bomb on land
belonging to the University of New
Mexico at Albuquerque. The bomb,
a Mark 17 weighing 42,000 pounds
and described by the Pentagon as the
“first droppable thermonuclear bomb
to be tested”’, had a pay-load of ten
thousand kilotons — a massive 625
times more powerful than that which
reduced Hiroshima to ashes.

A Pentagon spokesperson ‘ex-
plained’ that “the safety mechanism
was apparently moved to the wrong
position, causing the weapon to fall
out, taking the bomb-bay doors with
it”. The same glib spokesperson said
that the non-nuclear explosives in the
bomb “detonated when it hit the
ground, but the nuclear material in
the weapon falled to attain critical
mass”,

‘LOST’

The US government deliberately
covered up this near-disaster until
1981 when it announced that a
nuclear bomb had “temporarily been
lost in the 50s near Kirtland air force
base”, The USAF refused 1o comment
on what it described as “this event”.

It was not until the latter part of
this year that a statement was issued
to the Assoclated Press news agency,
confirming that the USAF had
nearly obliterated New Mexico and
its surrounding states in 1957,

The question that must be asked
is: How many armed nuclear bombs
are still being carried in our skies,
and how safe are the safety mechan-

THE HUMAN RIGHTS situation i

cover-up

IT HAS RECENTLY been revealed that 29 years ago the United
States air force (USAF) came within a hair’s breadth of reducing the

isms (especially as the USAF, with
the permission of the Dublin govern-
ment, overflies Ireland on a regular
basis)?

Another USAF disaster that is
causing considerable concern was
that of a B52 nuclear-armed bomber’s
crash in Greenland on January 1st
1968. Over 500 workers have become
sick, with 98 suffering from cancer
as a result of exposure to plutonium
released in the accident. There are
also reports of an as yet unknown
number of deaths, including military
personnel, as a result of that accident.

CRASHED

The B52, with four H-bombs on
board, got into trouble five hours
into flight and the crew was unable
to make an emergency landing. The
crew then ejected and the aircraft
crashed into ice eight miles west of
Thule USAF base. The non-nuclear
explosives detonated, dispersing the
plutonium inside the bombs, and
contaminated the ice.

US military personnel were dis-
patched to ‘collect’ the contaminated
ice, which they then brought back to
Thule where 800 Danes were working.
None of the military or civilians wore
protective masks because this would
have made it impossible to breath in
the intense cold.

The US and Danish governments
issued a joint statement declaring:

“A major disaster was turned into
a classic example of international
co-operation. The radioactivity spread
in the area is not a hazard to people
or biological species, nor is any
hazard foreseen in the future.”

Guatemala

n Guatemala has been described as

“appalling” by two sep
country last month.
The two groups,

European Parliament
rights organisations, visited Guate-
mala as part of a general tour of
Central and Latin America. The
leader of the European parliament-
ary group, Alf Lomas, said that,
despite the changeover from a
military dictatorship to a civilian

i ion, “the kid| ings and

European delegations which visited the
military and riot police.

g the The G regime only sur-

and human vives because it receives massive

injections of capital, material and
military hardware from the United
States. Eighty per cent of Guatemala’s
seven and a half million people are
descendants of the Maya-Toltec in-
dians. These indians, since the col-
onisation of Spain in 1821 and the
interference of various

us ini: have lived a life

have and
the death squads are still active”,
Lomas went on 1o say:

“No-one is in a position to know
exactly how many people are dying...
but | would say that it puts Guate-
mala outside the realm of civilised
countries.”

Whilst the delegation was in
Guatemala City, a leading trade
union activist, Juan Vasques, was
kidnapped by a terror gang and
nearly beaten to death. Vasques is
a member of the Municipal Wor-
kers' Union, which has been on
all-out strike for some time,

The Catholic Church in Guate-
mala is planning to open a human
rights office in the ciry, modelled
on the El Salvadorean Tutela Legal.
Human rights groups have so far
only been able to operate clan-
destinely, with the exception of
the Mutual Support Group (GAM).

GAM was organised by the wives
and mothers of the ‘disappeared’ and
have been demonstrating on a regular
basis. But recently the government
of President Cerezo has decided to
use the iron fist against the women
with any public appearance being

& met’ with vicigus repression by e«

of grinding poverty and massive re-
pression, Since 1954, nearly 150,000
have been murdered, whilst another
1% million have become refugees
both inside and outside the country.

Resistance against the Guate-
malan regimes has been constant,
with a number of guerrilla groups
being organised to fight for liberation
and self-determination. These include
the EGP (Guerrilla Army of the
Poor), FAR (Rebel Armed Forces),
FP31 (Popular Front 31), MLN
(Movement for National Liberation),
ORPA (Organisation of People in
Arms), and _the FDCR (Democratic
Front Against Repression).

These groups have substantially
increased their activity since 1983.
For example, in 1983, between them
they killed nearly 300 soldiers, woun-
ded nearly 1,000 and caused millions
of dollars worth of damage to both
the military and government infra-
structure,

The guerrilla groups have strong
support from the Indian population
and from various civilian organisat-
lons such as the Committee for
Campesino Unity and National Front
‘for Indigenous People.




AGNEW, C s (14th Anniversary),
fn proud and loving memory of Vol
chlr"é Agnew, Ngrth Armagh Bri-
Sada, Oglaian na hEireann, who was
ied In action on December 15th
1972, Fualr sé ar son na saolrse,
Always remembered by his friends
and comrades In the North Armagh
grigade.
BATESON, John; LEE, Martin;
SHERIDAN, James (15th Anniver-
gary). In proud and loving memary of
vols John Bateson, Martin Lee ana
James Sherldan, South Derry Brigad
Oglalgh na  hEireann, who
Killed fn an explosion while on active
sorvice on December 18th 1971,
Fuyalr siad bds son mhulintir na
nzlvunn. Always remembered by
helr friends and comrades In the
south Derry Brigade.
BATESON, Johnny: LEE, Martin;
SHERIDAN, Jim (15th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vols
Johnny Bateson, Martin Le Jim
Sneridan, South Derry Brigade, Og-
Jaigh na hElreann, who dled on active
service on December 18th 1971.
Always remembered by the South
ry and ‘South-West Antrim Sinn
Féin Comnalril Ceantalr.

CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, Seamus
(4th Anniversary). In proud and
Joving memory of Roddy Carroll and
seamus Grew, who were murdered
py the RUC on December 12th
1982. Sadly missed and ne forgot-
ten by Fergal and Bronagh Toal
Armagh,

COMERFORD, Malre (4th Anniver-
loving memory of Maire
whose wealth of experlence, Insight
and perception was Invaluable, From
Rita, Brendan and famlly.

Maire (4th Anniver-
sary). Always remembered with love
and pride by Danny Morrison.
COMERFORD, Maire (4th Annliver-
sary). In loving memory of Malre, a
soclalist revolutionary, who dled on
December 15th 1982, Alwaysremem-
bered by Trisha, London.
CORRIGAN, Sally (1st Anniversary).
Remembering Sally with love on her
1st anniversary. From the Creagh
family, Dublin.

COUGHLAN, Chris (11th Anniver-
sary). In memory of a dear friend and
comrade Chris Coughlan, who dled at
Christmas time 1975. Sadly missed
by Treasa, London.

DOHERTY, Danny (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Danny ‘Doc’ Doberty, Derry
glaligh an hEireann, who
was killed In action on December
6th 1984, Always remembered by
Geordle.

FOX, Bernard (14th Anniversary).
Preclous memorles of my dearest
friend ‘Bocky’, who was murdered on
December 4th 1972, Some have
forgotten you, NOow you are gone, but
| shall remember, no matter how
long. Always remembered by his
friend Bernard.

FOX, Bernard (14th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my
friend Flan Bernara Fox, who was
shot by British soldlers while on
stand-by duty on December 4th
. | measc laochra na nGael go
Always remembered by

a

seamus.
FOX, Brian (12th Anniversary). In
proud and _loving memory of Vol
Brian Fox, Oglaigh an hEireann, who
dled as a result of an accidental
explosion while on active service in
England on December 21st 1974.
Fualr se bas ar son na saolrse. Always
remembered by his friends and com-
rades in the Belfast Brigade.

FOX, Brlan (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Brian Fox, Oglalgh an hEireann, who
was killed while on active service in
Britain. Revolution wuntil victory!
Always remembered by his friends
and comrades In the Republican
Movement, Britain.

(12th Anniversary). In
loving _memory of our

DEASY. Despest sympathy Is ext
ded to Dan Deasy (Portiaoise) on the
death of his mother on Friday,
December 12th. From his friends and
comrades In the Cork Sinn Féin
Comhalrie Ceantair and Flanna Eir-
enn, Cork.

JAMES. Deepest sympathy Is exten-
ded to the famlly and friends of
Mirlam James. Her great work In
England wlll be an enormous loss to
sinn Féin's British Desk. From Aine
and Maeve.

JAMES. Sinn Féin extends heartfeit
sympathy to the famlly and friends
of Miriam James. Her contribution to
the cause of Irish freedom will never
be forgotten.

JAMES. The Sinn Féin Women's
Department extends sympathy to the
family and friends of Mirlam James.
‘women hold up half the sky' and
Mirlam heid up more than her share.

JAMES. The staff of An Phoblacht/
Republican News extends heartfeit
sympathy to everyone who knew

de;
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e ngland while on active

on  Decemb
:‘Ilvv. Queen of tn, *
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ngland on Decem-
E'."IZIII 1974, Mary, Queen of l"?.
s .':uy for him. Remembered not
Y but always by his loving

sistor Sally, Jackle
. and boys,
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Rolk Always remembered by
HURSON, Francle (2n
L d  Annlver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
C ncle Hurson, Mid-Ulster Sinn Feln
Dumhnlvla Ceantalr, who dled on
. ecember 18th 1984, Never forgot-
en by Danny Morrison and famlly.,

::Jyl}sour,' Francle (2nd Anniver-
MId-
) d-Ulster Sinn Fein

Irle Ceantalr remembers with
gl‘lmc:(n- memory of Francle Huuo‘n,
more, who dled
December 18th 1984. R (U
LEONARD, Louls (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Louls Leonard, South Ferman-
agh Brigade, Oglaigh an hEireann
Who was Kilied In action on Decem-
ber 15th 1972, “They may kill the
revolutionary but never the revolu-
tion.”” Always remembered by hlis
friends and comrades In the South
Fermanagh Brigade,
LEONARD, Louls (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Louls Leonard, South Ferman-
agh Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was brutally murdered by the
agents of British imperl
December 15th 1972, “Llife springs
from death and from the graves of
patriot men and women spring living
nations.”” Always remembared by the
Leonard/Ahern Sinn Feln Cumann,
County Fermanagh.
McDADE, Gerald (15th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Gerald McDade, 3rd Battalion, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglalgh na hElreann,
who was shot dead by British soldlers
on December 21st 1971, | measc
laochra na Gael go ralbh se. Always
remembered by his friends and
comrades In the Belfast Brigade.
MCcDADE, Gerald (15th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of ou
dear brother, Vol Gerald McDade,
who was murdered by British forces
on December 21st 1971. RIP. 'God
called your name so softly, that only
you' could hear, no-one heard the
footsteps of the angels drawing near.
It broke our hearts to lose you, but
you did not go alone, for part of us
went with you, the day God called
you home. Always remembered by
brother Thomas, wlife Carmel and
family; brother Francle, wife Cathy
and family; brother Peter; sister
Anne, husband Jimmy and family;
sister Mary, husband Raymond and
family: and all the family and friends
In Shannon and Belfast.
McDADE, Gerald (15th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Gerald McDade, who was shot dead
by British troops on December 21st
1971. St Jude, pray for him. Always
remembered by Danny and Ellish
McGettigan and family.
MCcDADE, G (15th Annl

sary’

the late Mirlam James, someone who
did so much for Irish freedom, the
Irish people and soclalism yet asked
for so little for herself.

JAMES. Sincere sympathy Is exten-
ded to the family, friends and com-
rades of Mirlam James. From Rita
O'Hare.

JAMES. The Wolfe Tone Soclety,
London, extends deepest sympathy
to the family, friends and comrades
of the late Mirlam James, a tireless
worker on behalf of Ireland and Its
people.

JAMES. The West London Republl-
can Support Group extends sinca
sympathy to the family, friends and
comrades of Miriam James, London,

lism on
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In proud and loving memory of Vol
Gerald McDade, who was murdered

ber 215t 1981, His courage
n

Insolration to us all. Always rem
bered by Peter McDald and the Kerr
family,

McGINN, Jim (13th Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Jim McGinn, West Tyrone Command,
Oglalgh an hEireann, who was shot
by British forces while on active
sorvice on December 15th 1973. |
measc laochra na nGael go raibh a
hanam. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In the West
Tyrone Command.

McGINN, Jim (13th Anniversary). In
proud remembrance of Vol Jim
McGIinn, West Tyrons Command,
Oglalgh 'na hEireann, who dled on
active service In defence of the
republic at Clady Bridge on Decem-
ber 15th 1973. Fualr se bas ar son
mhulntir na hElreann. Always remem-
bered by his friends and comrades
In the Jim McGinn/Robert Mc-
Laughlin Sinn Feln Cumann, Lifford.
McGINN, Jim (13th Annlversary). in
proud and loving memory of Vol Jim
McGinn, West Tyrone Command,
Oglalgh na hEireann, who was kllled

In action on December 15th 1973.
“| may dled, but the republic of
1916 wlil ne: d — Bobby Sands.

r

Proudly remembered by thé Molloy/
Devlin Sinn Feln Cumann, Strabane.
McGINN, Jim (13th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Jim
McGInn, who dled on active service
on December 15th 1973. ‘“Llfe
springs from death, and from the
graves of patriot Irish men and
women spring llving natlons.” Always
rememberad by the JIm McGInn Sinn
Feln Cumann, Strabane.
McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol sean Mcllvenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann, who
was killed In action on December
17th 1984, Remembei
like all those who has
cause of |rlsh freedom, by his frlends
and comrades In the North Armagh
Brigade.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Annjver-
sary). The South Down Command,
Oglaigh na hElreann, remembers with
pride Vol Sean Mcllvenna, who was
killed In action on December 17th
1984, | measc laochra na nGael go
ralbh se.

MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory
of my husband, Sean, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was killed In action on
December 17th 1984. | do not need
a special day to bring you to mind,
a day | do not think of you Is very
hard to find. They say time heals all
sorrows — so far It has only shown
how much | miss you. Always
remembered by his loving wife Pat
and children Cathy, Sinead, Clara,
Sara, Patricla, Flona and Sean Og.
McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In.proud and loving memory of
our r son Vol Sean Mcllvenn;
North Armagh Brigade, Oglaigh
hElreann, who was killed In action on
December 17th 1984. Mary, Queen
of Ireland, pray for and protect him,
Always remembered with much pride,
amidst great sadness for our loss, by
Mammy and Daddy.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniv
sary). In proud and loving memory of
my dear brother and our uncle Sean
Mcliveanna, who was killed In action
on December 17th In County Ar-
magh. Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray
for him. Remembered each day since
with great pride and sadness by his
sister Ina and her daughters Caroline
and simone.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of

COMHBHRON

JAMES. Heartfeit sympathy [s exten-
ded to the family, friends and com-
rades of Mirlam James, who dled on
Saturday, December 13th. A flerce
nationallst with a profound under-
standing of the crimes of British
lalism against Irish people,
Mirlam James never hestitated in her
support and solidarity with the
herolc people of Spain in their struggle
against fascism. We salute”her mem-
ory In the knowledge that she made
her contribution to the liberation of
humanity. From Bob Doyle, Connolly
Column, Brigades.

who died -on D

13th.

JAMES. We mourn the loss of a close
personal friend and a tireless activist
in the cause of soclalism and freedom
in Ireland, Spain and Central America.
Sadly missed by Gerry Mac Lochlalnn
and Val Cardwell.

McDERMOTT. The Tony Ahern Sinn
Féin Cumann, Clones, extends deep-
est sympathy family and
friends of the late Frank McDermott,
O'Nelll Park, Clones, who dled in a
tragic accident last Sunday week,
December 7th.

Iivenna,
my dear brother Sean Mc

killed In action on Decem:
who was LDacerm

ber 17th 1984 In County
Padre Plo, pray for him. Time slips
by, but stlll you stay, as near nd

dear as yesterday. Always remember:
od by Nell, Norean and daughters.
McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In preclous memory of my
dear brother Vol Sean Mcilvenna,
who was Killed In action on Decem-
per 17th 1984, Mary, Queen of
\reland, Intercede for him. Never
more than a thought away. Loved
and remembered each and every day
by his sister Rosarlo, husband and
daughter.

MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and sad memory of
r nephew Sean Mclivenna who
was kiiled In action on December
17th 1984. St Anthony, pray for
him. Life without my Irish soldler Is
hard to bear, but his beautiful
memory Is always th Alwa:
remembered by his devoted Auntia

sally.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver:
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mcllvenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann, who
was killed In action on December
17th 1984, Soft be the soll that
covers his grave, proud be the country
that bore him. Green be the memory
of his soul that has gone to join the
soldlers before him. Always remem-

ed by e

b Mciivenna family,
Portglenone,

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver.
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglaigh hElreann, who
was killed In action on December
17th 1984. Always remembered by
his cousin Jean and John, Portglen-

one
MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglalgh an hElreann, who
was Killed In action on December
17th 1984. Always remembered by
his Aunt Mary, Portglenone.

MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Annliver-
sary).'In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who died on
actlve service on December 17th
1984. An herolc sacrifice to Ireland.
Always remembered by Armagh Sinn

Fein,

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol sean Mciivenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
was killed In action on December
17th 1984. Mary, help of Christians,
pray for him. Mass offered. Fearless
freedom fighter, born leader, true
Gael. Rest on, embalmed and sainted
dead, dear Is the blood you shed, no
implous footsteps here shall tread,
the herbage of your grave. Nor shall
your glory be forgot, while the grave
your record keeps, for honour proudly
points to the hallowed spot were
valour proudly sleeps. Always remem-
bered by Marueen.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who was execut-
ed by the RUC while on active service
on December 17th 1984. Always
remembered by Daithil.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
our friend Vol Sean Mclivenna, who
was killed on active service on
December 17th 1984, Alwaysremem-
bered by Ann, Ivor and Patrice.
MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who was killed
on active service on December 17th
1984. Always remembered by Joe,
Margaret and family.

MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of

McGETTIGAN. Deepest sym Is
extended to Sean on the death of his
mother. From the North Tipperary
Sinn Féin Combhairle Ceantair.
O'CONNELL. The republican POWs
(England) extend most heartfeit
sympathy to our dear friend and
comrade Joe O'Connell (Gartree) and
family on the sad loss of their mother
Annle.

O’CONNELL. Deepesy sympathy Is
extended to Joe and his famlily on
the death of his mother. From Gerry
and Monica.

O'CONNELL. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to Joe O'Connell and
family on the death of his mother.
From the North Tipperary Sinn Féin
Combairle Ceantair.

O'CONNELL. Our very deepest
sympathy Is extended to Joe
O'Connell (Gartree) and family on
the recent death of their mother.
From Mary and Patrick, Buncrana,
County Donegal.
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d noble soldler VoI S
Sadly misssd by Chrl

and Cack.

MoILVENNA, Sean (2nd Annivers
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mcilvenna, who was mur-
dered on December 17th 1984
»They may Kill the revolutionary
but never the revolution,'” Alwasys
remembered by Flash, Cetine and
Fearghal,

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver:
sary). In proud and loving memory of

Vol Sean Mclivenna, Oglalgh na
nElrasnn, who was kilisd In action on
De per 17th 1984, Your dealca-

tlon and bravery will act as an (nspir-
ation to us all. Never forgotten by
Paudie and family.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniv
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mciivenna, who was kilisd
In action on Decemper 17th 1984.
Fualr se Das ar son na saolrse. Always
remembered by Lucy and Anto,
Twinbrook.

MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who was kllled
In action on December 17th 1984.
Fualr se bas ar son na saolrse. Remem-
bered always by John, Andrea and
Fionnghuala.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
was Killed on active service on
December 17th 1984. Always remem-
bered by Robert, Sindy and family.
McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud memory of Vol Sean
Mclivenna, who died on active service.
Sadly missed by his friends Damien,
Theresa and John.

MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who was killed
on actlve service on December 17th
1984. Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray
for him. Always remembered by
Hugh and family, Dundalk; and John
and famlly, Belfast.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, North Armagh
Brigade, Oglaigh na hElreann, who
was killed In action on December
17th 1984, Sleep well, brave soldier.
Always remembered with pride by
Bear, Mary and Barry.

McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In ever-loving memory of our
very dear friend Sean who gave his
young life for Ireland on that cold
December morning. God grant him
eternal rest. He will be remembered
forever by Minsie and Willie Higgins
and family.

MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, who was kllled
In action on December 17th 1984.
Speclal memorles of my friend and
comrade who made the supreme
sacrifice in the cause of Irish free-
dom. Never forgotten by Aldan
(H-Blocks, Long Kesh).

MCcILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mcllvenna, who was killed
while on active service. Always
remembered by Bap (Portlaoise).
MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud memory of Vol Sean
Mclivenna, who was killed while on
active service on December 17th
1984. | measc laochra na nGael go
raibh se. Always remembered by the
Sean Mclivenna Memorial Flute Band,
Dundalk.

MCILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Sean Mclivenna, who was Killed in
action on December 17th 1984.
Always remembered by friends Geral-
dine, Sinead and Clionagh, Derry.
McILVENNA, Sean (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Sean Mclivenna, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was killed on active
service on December 17th 1984.
Always remembered by his friend
and comrade Pat.

O'CONNELL. T Limerick city
sinn Féin Comhairle Ceantair extends
sincere sympathy to the O’Connell
family, Kilkee, County Clare, on the
recent death of Mrs O'Connell.

O'CONNELL. Sincere sympathy s
extended to Joe O'Connell on the
death of his mother Annle. Also to
the O'Connell family in Kilkee, on
their sad bereavement. From Paul
Holmes (Frankland, Durham) and
Treasa McWeeney In London.

O'CONNELL. The Galway Sinn Féin
Combhalrle Ceantair extends deepest
sympathy to Joe O’Connell (Gartree)
and family on the death of their
mother.

O'MAHONEY. Deepest sympathy Is
extended to all the family and friends
of '‘PJ* O'Mahoney. Speclal condo-
lences to his wife Mary-Anne. Your
great loss Is shared by all who knew
him. From the Republican Move-
ment, Kerry.

NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION
The pronunciation given in brackets is as near as possible to the sound.
Vowels can be long or short, the lengthened version being indicated by a
iada (long mark). Thus we have do (duh) — to or for and dé (doe) — two.
CH is pronounced as in Loch Emc. D and T before A, O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed against the upper front teeth. DH and GH
are like G far back in the throat.

Faighim (fie-im) — | get/obtain
Faigheann ti (fie-un too) — You get
Faigheann si/sé (fie-un she/shay)
She/he gets .ol

Faighimid (fie-imeed) — We get-

Faigheann sibh (fie-un shiv) — You get
Faigheann siad (fie-un shee-ud) — They

get
| Faigimear-ar nearraf

are got in that shop

An bhfaigheann sé siob abhai
vie-un shay shee:ub awalyeh) — Does
he get a lift home?

Ni fhaigheann sé deis (nee ie-un shay
desh) — He doesn’t get a chance

Nach bhfaigheann td an paipéir? (noch
vie-un too un pawipare) — Do you not
get the paper?

Fuair mé (foo-ir may) — | got

Fuair 10 (foo-ir too) — You got

Fuair sé/si (foo-ir shay/she) — He/she
got

? (un

Fuaireamar (foorumur) — We got

Fuair sibh (fooir shiv) — You got

Fuair siad (fooir shee-ud) — They got
Fuarthas an sparan sa chisein (foorhus
5a slopa sin (fie-tur,  gn sporawn 'su’ chishawn) = The purse
+ ~swr-waree su shupoh shin). = Our.goods .= 'Was got In the basket

Gheobhaidh mé (yoee may) — | will

get
Gheobhaidh tu (yoee too) — You will
get

haidh sé/si (yoee /she) —
He/she will get
Gheobhaimid (yoimeed) — We will get
Gheobhaidh sibh (yoee shiv) — You
will get
Gheobhaidh siad (yoee shee-ud) —
They will get
Gheofar é amérach (yoefur ay amaw-
ruch) — It will be got tomorrow
An bhfuair 4 litir 6 Shasana? (un vooir
too litir o hosuna) — Did you get a
letter from England?
Ni bhfuair mé rud ar bith sa phost (nee
voo-ir may rud er bih su fust) — |
didn’t get anything in the post ’

Torthai
crannchur

Aghyran/Castlederg Sinn Fein

Harp: Patrick Lynch: Aran sweater:
Joe Daly; £10: Sally Corry.
Brownlow Sinn Fein

£25 hamper: Jack Toye; £10 meat
voucher: Hugh Toye; E£5: Leila
Finnegan.

Kerry Sinn Fein 200 Club

Novem! £200: Tom O'Connor,
Castlemaine; £50: Ted Moore, Ard-
fert; E£25: Stack, Listowel;
£25: Mrs McGonigle, Killarney,
North/South/East Belfast Sinn Fein
November. £100: B. Hughes; ES50:
D. Glennon; £25: J. Maguire.

Vol Tom Smith Band, Dublin
October. £30: c/o Martin Carroll;
£10: c/0 Tony Kelly/Jimmy Leddy;
£5: Jimmy Leddy.
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Up, Demented, on a Roof. It was
Jackanory time in Omagh Court-
house last week at the trial of Serg-
eant-Major Andrew John Hempton,
6th UDR, Rockwood, Castlederg.

According to Hempton, he was driving
along the Derry Road, Omagh, in the
early hours of May 7th with a bottle of
whiskey in his pocket. He swerved sud-
denly to avoid a cat(l), hit a parked car,
and went through his windscreen.

Because he was “dizzy and needed a
rest”, he quickly drove back to the local
UDR barracks. He “vaguely remembered
drinking from a whiskey bottle at one
stage”. However, his frenzied flight to the
safety of the rathole was witnessed by the
owner of the other car, who informed the
RUC.

According to them, when they arrived
at the barracks to interview Hempton he
ran into a guardroom, locked the door
behind him, escaped out another door
and climbed up on to the roof where he
was found “lying in the gutter, apparent-
ly unconscious. His eyes were glazed, his
breath smelt of alcohol and his hair was
very ruffled, Other constables helped to
lift him off the roof into the police car.”
He was taken to the RUC barracks where
he fell off a chair, appeared to have a
‘fit" and began writhing about on the
floor.

Happily, justice was dispensed with-
out fear or favour, and in the manner to
which we have become accustomed. After

The root cause of all the trouble, th:
British presence, has now been legitimis-
ed by Dr FitzGerald’s Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment.

Every ill in the Six Counties stems
from this presence, and until this fact is
grasped, no crumbs of British concess-
ions will influence the situation...

The correct Irish response to the Brit-
ish is [as demonstrated by the County
Louth farmer who captured a British
soldier] : when you have the opportun-
ity, grab them by the rifle barrel or any
other appropriate extremity and hold on
till it hurts.

— Retired Free State army Comman-
dant J. Lavery, /rish Press, December

i ot

Mr Hume was also tempted into listing
reforms achieved and subjects currently
on the agenda: of the issues dealt with,
four had already been in the pipeline
prior to the [Hillsborough) Agreement.

— Fionnuala O’Connor, New States-

man. * * *

! hear increasing comment in the
SDLP, below leadership level, that the
party as an organisation has no more
prospect now than last year of any direct
role in Northern Ireland, and that this
time, after 16 years of survival by the
skin of their teeth, they are perhaps
closer than ever to going under.

— Fionnuala O’Connor.

.8 & ¢

The Taoiseach’s dealings with another
leader, Margaret Thatcher, have been
purely political,

““| would not describe it as a friend-
ship as we have never had. the opportun-
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THE

the lunch recess, counsel for the Director
of Public Prosecutions withdrew the
charges of drunken driving.

For failure to report, stop and remain
at the scene of the accident, Hempton
was fined £195, Resident Magistrate
Terry Gibson did not impose a driving
ban as he accepted the defence’s claim
that “loss of the defendant’s licence
would be a hardship because he travels
to work”.

He who wears the crown... dances on
the roofl

“FROM pit boy to minister, night schoo/
student to president of the Board of
Trade, and from Air Training Corps cadet
to Secretary of State for Defence — all
dreams of aspiring politicians. Mine
came true.” The words of Roy Mason,
British Labour MP for Barnsley, South
Yorkshire, as he announced-his intention
to stand down from parliament at the
next election. “/ shall retire without
recrimination or remorse,” he stated.
Indeed.

Roy Mason, the political dwarf who
became direct-ruler of the North; Roy
Mason, the incompetent who handed
over millions of pounds to business
charlatan John de Lorean, the car and
cocaine dealer; Roy Mason, the iron
fist of British imperialism who encouraged
the use of torture in Castlereagh Barracks
as part of the conveyor-belt system of
‘justice’; Roy Mason, the braggart who

FLYING COjyUMN

threatened to “squeeze the IRA like a
tube of toothpaste’”’; Roy Mason, the
swaggering little bully who now skulks
behind his 24-hours-a-day armed body-
guard; Roy Mason, whose dreams became
a nightmare for Northern nationalists.

THE SELF-STYLED 'Old IRA’ has been
given its marching orders by the Free
State army and has been barred from
holding its 1986 annual dinner in Dublin’s
Collins Barracks.

The outbreak of hostilities occurred
after the 1916-21 Club, showing remark-,
able good taste, refused to invite the then
Defence Minister Paddy ‘Cockroach’
Cooney to the 1984 nosh-up, and then in
1985 refused to toast Free State Presi-
dent ‘Hi, I'm Paddy, Fly Me’ Hillery
(crumbs, no toast?).

One* of the speakers at last year’s
event, Sean Mac Bride, attributed the
Free State army’s belligerency to “part
of the campaign to recognise Poppy
Day”, something which is being
opposed by |IRA veterans.

WHEN THIEVES FALL OUT.. Bent cop-
pers at Hendon, Britain’s top police
College, are having their collars felt after
a police sergeant blew the whistle on
widespread bribery and cheating in pro-
motion exams when he flunked his in-

spector’s test (it was holding the pen
with just one hand that he couldn’t
get the hang of).

The defective detectives are mainly
from the elite Royalty & Diplomatic
Protection Squad, two of whom have
admitted some of the allegations,

They’re unfair cops, guv.

JIM CAMPBELL, Northern editor of the
salacious Sunday World scandal-sheet, last
week reported that the IRA had tried to
assassinate unionist MP John Taylor in
1972.

Tut! Tut! As someone who has long
espoused the politics of the Workers’
Party, Little Jimmy knows full well
that the Workers’ Party’s military and
fund-raising wing was responsible for
the failed attempt.

AFTER THE anti-Sinn Fein amendments
to the 26-County Electoral Bill last
week, a Dublin government spokesper-
son declared in the /rish Press:

““Our view is that Sinn Fein js a front
for the IRA and not a democratic party.
The government dislikes them intensely.”

Just for the record, The Flying Col-
umn thinks that the Coalition is a front
for the exploitation of the Irish people
by capitalism, British imperialism, and
pro-NATO forces, so we don’t care for
you too much either — nah, nah, na-nah,
nah!
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YOUR. TEE-SHIRT: "
IT'S INSIDE OOT -~
THE SLOGAN IS

BACK-TO-FRONT:
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ity to become close enough for that,”
he explains.
— The Fitzwil) iangr, Dublin.

“From the Forum and the Anglo-
Irish Agreement | got the results | had
hoped for.”

— Garret FitzGerald, in The Fitz:

willlam Post. A AR

Is there a secret sub-clause to the
Anglo-Irish Agreement which explains
why every time Mrs Thatcher says,
“Jump”, Garret replies: “How high?"*

~ Mary McAleese, Sunday Tribune.

The new [Extradition] Bill, if passed
by the Dail, will bring many such dilem-
mas [as the Birmingham Six, Guildford
Four, Maguires, etc] to our own door-
steps.

Without having to offer the slightest
shred of evidence against a person, the
British can demand their extradition to
a jurisdiction which is clearly incapable
of filtering hysterical, racist prejudice
outof its police, its juries or its judges,

— Mary McAleese,

Baloney.

RIGHT TO ME:- "

/.~ Australla’s Judge Powsll’s descrip’

tion of the British government’s arguments
for suppressing the memoirs of former
MIS5 agent Peter Wright.

K K

He finds it strange that I don’t spend
my time on the streets of Belfast, mach-
i ing every Ei in sight.

He knows all about the IRA and
would like to visit Bobby Sands” grave.
Author Mary Russell speaking

about Bashir, “a Polisario soldier"” fight-
ing for the freedom of his Sahara Desert
* homeland against Moracean rule. - ;
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