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EDITORIAL

A democratic crisis

B A General Election for
June 15th — the same
day as the European
Community Election —
has been called by the
minority, 26-County gov-
ernment in Ireland in a
bid to gain an overall ma-
jority. If the Fianna Fail
government of premier
Charles Haughey does
succeed in attaining a
majority, the people of
the 26 Counties will have
elected one of the most
repressive, anti-people
governments in the
state's history.

B Fianna Fail, which has
currently been in power for
the past two years, has im-
posed the toughest regime
of cutbacks in Health,
Education and Social
Welfare ever seen in the
state. Its most recent on-
slaught against the poor
came at the end of May
when it slashed Social
Welfare payments to thou-
sands of single people. In
the main, the cuts have
been supported by the two
main opposition parties,
Fine Gael and the
Progressive Democrats.

B The government has
failed to address:

B The crisis in the economy
as the EC tries to prevent us
working to keep people,
profits and power at home.

million unemployed in the
26 counties and over a third
of a million nationally.

B The crisis of over 50,000
people emigrating every
year.

B The crisis of poverty with
over a million on or below

- the poverty line.

Fianna Fail's record on
the conflict in the North of
Ireland is equally de-
plorable:

Hin opposition it de-
nounced the Hillsborough
Agreement. In power it has
committed itself fully to a
Treaty which guarantees
the continuation of British
rule "in perpetuity".

H In opposition it conned
the Irish people into believ-
ing that it opposed political
extradition. In power it has
extradited Irish Republicans
to the British to be tried in
non-]uwurts

Hin o@outlon it con-
demned:Tensorship restric-
tlonsson the media in
Sect|o§:31 In power the re-
strlctlongromaln and, most
recentlySin view of the EC
and Géneral Elections,
Charles Haughey an-
nounced that Section 31
would remain in place to
gag Sinn Féin candidates in
both election campaigns.

B The real crisis in lreland is
a crisis of democracy. It is a
crisis of British rule dividing
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Statement by Sinn

Féin Chairperson

®m Last month marked the tenth an-
niversary of Margaret Thatcher's
British premiership. Sinn Féin
National Party Chairperson Sean
MacManus described the ten years
of Thatcherite control of the North
of ireland as “a period of Irish his-
tory which will long be remem-
bered with bitterness and
anger”.

MacManus, who is standing in
the Sligo-Leitrim constituency in the
26-County General Elections, was
speaking in Fermanagh at a com-
memoration to mark the 8th Anni-
versary of the death of Bobby Sands,
who died on May 5th 1981. Mac-
Manus said:

"In Britain, Thatcher's ten.years in
power have been marked by increas-
ing unemployment and poverty. The
rich have become richer while the
poor have been made to pay for that
increased prosperity out of dwin-
dling unemployment and social ben-
efits.

"“Civil liberties have also taken a
hard knock with many Human Rights
organisations publicly criticising the
Thatcher government for the most
serious and far-reaching erosion of
civil liberties in generations.

“However, what has been bad for
the working class of Britain has been
disastrous for the people of Britain's
occupied territories in Ireland.

“Thatcher's period in office has
seen a declining economy, increas-
ing unemployment, lower standards
of living and growing poverty.

““More importantly however,
Thatcher's extreme form of
Conservatism and nineteenth-centu-
ry jingoism has seen the implemen-
tation of many of the worst
examples of British imperialist policy
in Ireland for many generations.

“Her arrogance and obstinacy led
to the unnecessary deaths of ten
Republican prisoners on hunger-
strike, one of whom, Bobby Sands,
was elected as MP for this con-
stituency with a much larger vote
than Thatcher had in her constituen-
cy. g
“In the intervening years, plastic
bullets have killed more than ever
before, shoot-to-kill has stalked the
streets of the North and Gibraltar,
censorship of political opinions and
views deemed dangerous to British

interests has been introduced aqd .

2

#Terrorism Act {183
de nmiore draconian,
jece of leg-

the Prevention ©
been revised, ma

and is nhow & permanant P
islation.

ISIa"The Hillsborough Agreemen;:
which according to its sgppoffef! o 3
fered much for the naﬂonal{st cc;ms
munity and delivered nor'h/n:g, har
been used by Thatcher to /u:ct/fy e
government's continuing lnvo'lve'-
ment in Ireland. Reform of the judi-
ciary and a resolution of the problem
of harassment have not qcc‘urr.ed.
While the problem of discrimination
in employment has actually wors-
ened in recent years.

“For the people of the North, {he
Thatcher years have brought in-
creasing misery and pain. Morgove'f,
the failure of Nationalist parties in
Ireland to plainly place the issues of
Irish unity and sovereignty on the
political agenda has assisted
Thatcher to maintain British control
and block any hope of peace."’

° L]
Repressive strategies
® For nationalists in the North of
Ireland, the past decade of the
Thatcher era has been marked by a
series of political and military offen-
sives whose primary aim has been
to crush the desire for national self-
determination. To this end, a host of
repressive strategies have emerged,
each of which has been met head on
and overcome by nationalists at a
great cost in terms of human suffer-
ing. These measures have includad:
e An attempt to criminalise the
Repubiican struggle by removing the
status of political prisoner.
Resistance to British rule was pre-
sented to the world as a criminal/ter-
rorist type conspiracy which had no
political ideology or popular sup-
port. This criminalisation policy was
challenged both by the nationalist
people and by Republican prisoners
and culminated in the historic 1980
and 1981 H-Block hunger-strikes. Ten
Irish Republican prisoners died on
hunger-strike in an attempt to secure
five basic and just demands. The
hunger-strike, and consequently
British rule in Ireland, was exposed
to the international audience.
O'A sharp escalation in the indis-
criminate use of plastic bullets to ter-
rorise unarmed civilians engaged in
popular street protests. To date
54,234 plastic bullets have been
fired, killing 16 people, seven of
them young children,
® The use of non-corroborative evi-

dence in non-jury Diplock

where 'supergrasses’, oftap, pa.urta
the British state, were '°3Ponld- by
for the imprisonment on repy, Sibjg
over 200 people during the 1;" of

The 'supergrass’ period me, 805,
people were effectively interngq at
remand, a sy'stem used b, on
British to imprison politica| the
nents and others, Ppo.

e The elimination of politicq) ,,
nents through the use of covert g <
operatives — the SAS ang RJ‘E
Additionally, state operatiyeg h e
assisted loyalist paramilitary te"ave
ists to carry out sectarian °Ssagsi:r’
tions. To date, over 300 mainr.
unarmed nationalists haye beey
killed in disputed circumstanceg bn
the state forces. Almost 700 peopley
the majority nationalists, have beer;
assassinated by loyalist paramil;.
taries. Dual membership of loyalist
paramilitary organisations and the
various state agencies is not uncom.
mon and many nationalists hay,
been killed by these elements,

e The deliberate deployment of
large numbers of RUC and British
army operatives to saturate and at-
tack defenceless mourners gt
Republican funerals.

e Increased militarisation of nation-
alist areas, resulting in thousands of
homes, vehicles and private proper-
ty being systematically searched and
often badly damaged.

e The Hillsborough Agreement.
Although a professed political initia-
tive, the Agreement has only one
purpose, to crush Republican resis-
tance and secure British interests in
Ireland.

Repressive
legislation
® As a means of maintaining British
rule in Ireland the British govern-
ment has employed a whole battery
of repressive measures such as the
shoot-to-kill policy, plastic bullets,
strip-searching, wide powers of
search, arrest and detention, as well
as the Diplock Courts, paid-perjur-
ers, extradition and internment on
remand. .

What poses as a system of justice
in the North of Ireland is a political
strategy orchestrated by the British
government and administered by @
pro-British/Unionist judiciary. It has
become, as British army Brigadief
Frank Kitson wrote: “Just anothé’
weapon in the government's arsend
and in this case becomes little Mo
than propaganda cover for the 4
posal of unwanted members of !
public.*

As well as the wide-ranging P°w:
ers of arrest, detention and interro

‘gation - contained in both !




Emergency Provisions Act and the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, the
British government has also denied
many basic civil and human rights
through the use of government or-
ders. Such orders ensured the media
censorship of Sinn Féin, genetic fin-
ger-printing of people in RUC cus-
tody and the denial of the right to
silence.

During the ten years of Thatcher's
rule in Britain many aspects of re-
pression have become refined and
even made permanent in British leg-
islation.

PUBLIC ORDER (N.l.) ORDER, 1988
e This Order increased the RUC's
power to control expression of politi-
cal opinion by speech, writing, pub-
lic procession or meeting and gave
the Secretary of State the power to
ban marches or processions.

PREVENTION OF TERRORISM BILL, 1988
@ This Bill made the previous {egis-
lation permanent, was extended to
allow the probing and seizure of
bank accounts, and allowed the RUC
and the British army to detain peo-
pie in their own homes while carry-
ing out house raids. It also removed
the 50% remission for prisoners and
now means that prisoners will have
to serve two-thirds of their sentence
before being released. If a former
prisoner is re-arrested, he/she can be
sent back to prison to serve the rest
of their previous sentence.

ELECTED AUTHORITIES (N.1.) BILL, 1988
e Includes an ‘anti-violence' decla-
ration for electoral candidates and
redefines the rules for disqualifica-
tion for election of people who have
served over three months in prison
in the previous five years.

Unemployment,
Poverty and Housing

= When Margaret Thatcher took of-
fice in 1979 she set out to revolu-
tionise how people thought about
the responsibilities of the state —
unemployment and poverty became
the responsibility of the individual.

In the North of Ireland this took
on a specific character as the sectari-
an state absorbed within its extreme
conservatism the further restrictions
of monetarism. Unemployment fol-
lowed the traditional pattern of anti-
Catholic discrimination.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Recently, the loss of traditional in-
dustries has begun to affect the em-
ployment prospects of the Protestant

working class. However, the Catholic
population, despite the apparent lev-
elling action of unemployment, are
still 2.5 times more likely to be with-
out work, Although the real income
of people in work has increased, this
obviously effects Protestants in the
main.

Successive Fair Employment

quality of hostel and bed and bresk-
fast accommodation. Children do
not qualify for Housing Benefit and
Income Support is based on age. So
‘family® hostels will find it very diffi-
cult to remain open and poverty end
malnutrition will increase as families
attempt to pay ‘rent’ to keep hostels
open.

Agency Reports have
highlighted this, In some
employment fialds, such
as the eleotricity service
and the court system, |
the British government
through the Northern
Ireland Office has Issued
a Public Immunity
Certificate forbiding the

1,528,300

1,678,100
+49,800

Population

Men Women Youth
1979
43,002 17,785 not available
1989
79,349 28,276 31,043
+36,343 410,491 —

Bourca: Statistics Branch, Department of Economie

FEA acoess to employ-
ment records.

Unemployment has risen from
60,787 In 1979 to 107,625 in 1989.
Changes in population are shown in
the teble. K

How unemployment is calculated
has alsé been changed which has
served to disguiss the true figures.
For example, school leavers are no
longer dounted in the statistics as
they may not claim state support
whilst they are eligible to attend the
Youth Traeining Programme.
Therefore, youth ststistics only apply
to those between 18 and 25 years
old.

HOUSING

Despite the house-building pro-
gramme, homelessness (approxi-
mately 2,600 to 3,000 people are are
homeless each year} and the paverty
associated with it has in fact in-
creased as a result of higher levels
of unemployment, high interest
rates and the subsequent defaults on
mortgage repayments and the en-
couraged increase in privately-
owned property.

The Thatcher policy of selling off
public housing stock has removed
389,346 of the best properties from
state provision. At the same time,
the Northern Ireland Housing
Executive has had its budget cut by:

£24 million in 1988-89;

£46 million in 1989-90;

£48 million in 1990-91.

Rent increases, attacking the
poorest sections, are expected to re-
coup £7 million to offset these cuts.

Since April, there are newer and
stricter categories for defining those
who fall within the term homeless.
Changes in the form and distribution
of state benefits have also increased
the hardship of the most vulnerable.

The loss of Bed and Breakfast
payments has halved the money
available for temporary accommoda-
tion and threatens the number and

Political initiatives

® Referring to political initistives in
ireland, Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams declsred racently:

“Partition perpetuates the British
government’s denial of the Irish peo-
ple’s right to self-determination. It
perpetuates the cycle of oppres-
sion/domination/resistance/ oppres-
sion.
"Partition was a British solution
designed and implemented, not for
the benefit of the irish people, but to
secure British interests in Ireland
through direct colonial control over
the occupied Six Counties and by in-
direct economic and political influ-
ence — the development of
neo-colonialism — in the new
Twenty-Six-County state.

**Every British political and mili-
tary initiative to control or stabilise
the artificially created states in
Ireland must be seen in this context.
They have been designed, not to re-
solve the political conflict, but to
control the destabilising effects of
imperialist domination."

British initiatives in the last ten
years consist, mainly of the ‘Rolling
Devolution® scheme, initiated in 1982
under the then British Secretary of
State, Jim Prior, and the
Hillsborough Agreement signed in
November 1885.

Prior's ‘Rolling Devolution® was
an attempt at getting the unionists
and the middle-class Catholics,
some of whom are in the unionist
Alliance party and most in the SDLP,
back into the Stormont Assembly, to
which some power would be de-
volved in stages. However, power-
sharing was not on offer and the
SDLP, under pressure because of
Sinn Féin's successful entry onto the
electoral scene, decided to boycott
the new Assembly, which eventually
petered out in 1985, 3



.Two years before, in 1983, the
Dublin government, with Garret
FitzGerald as Prime Minister, had
launched the New Ireland Forum, a

British Labour Party
rerilelcsts withdrawa
from Ireland

On human righil issueg the
ument states that the |, h’d

aboy, P Oc.

would rep&al the P""'nti any

Terrorism Act, amend and .v.on of

ly scrap the Emergency Pr

: 4 - i OVisjg,
discussion group open to everyone Labour Party has re Act and introduce threg.; °M
bar republicans, and who reported in f:.m.":.m::.m to endorse 8 policy Diplock Courts. (Under Preaem’ud90

1984 that the three preferred options
for the future of Ireland were, in that
order: a unitary state, a North-South
federation, and joint government by
London and Dublin over the North,

Thatcher's famous rebuttal — the
three options were "out, out, out!"
she said in November 1984 — was
followed by a flurry of diplomatic ac-
tivity in which the British govern-
ment successfully rehashed its 1983
Sunningdale Agreement under a
new guise. The new version was
signed by FitzGerald and Thatcher in
November 1985 in the County Down
village of Hillsborough.

The Hillsborough Agreement,
which has now completed its first
three years and been the subject of a
review by the two governments, is
amply covered in this bulletin. It
must be said of it that the promised
reforms of the administration of jus-
tice in the North did not materialise,
on the contrary new repressive mea-
sures were brought in. However, the
military collaboration of Dublin with
the British has increased, resulting in
incrzased surveillance around the
Border, and a greater willingness by
Dublin to extradite Republicans to
Six-County non-jury courts.ll

on 8 British withdrawal from Irohor::
within the life-time of 8 Labour ¢ p
o-day po!
ernment. At its recent tw e
cy review, the National Exec e
Committee (NEC) defeated ?ﬂﬂ':‘ e
by MPs Clare Short, Ken Livings ‘:n’
and Tony Benn to add amondm: e
to the policy review documonh o
Ireland which sought tot‘ond the
icy of 'unity by consent..

p°|l'::tead, ttge NEC endorsed th.e
policy document drawn up by the'lr
spokesperson on Ireland Kevin
MacNamara in Autumn 1988. The
policy document, Towards a United
Ireland, which is still to be endorsed
by the party conference in October,
argues that a United Ireland can only
be achieved by consent and b.Y
"'peaceful and democratic methpds 4
It argues for a dual strategy of inter-
nal reform and closer co-operation
with the Dublin government. It also
puts forward the analysis that
"‘paramilitary violence" has been the
root cause of the war in Ireland and
that the Labour Party would use all
"legal means necessary... [to] defeat
terrorism'' but argues that, in striv-
ing to eliminate this ‘violence', hu-
man rights should not be suspended
indefinitely. ¥ : i

lation, only one judge sits i, theeg'"
cial, non-jury Diplock Courtg) - *Pe.

The Labour Party documeny
es to recognise Britain's im i 3.
role in Ireland and to set 5 timg aligy

for a British withdrawa|, |ngt°ubl.°
advocates an extension of the , ' I
of the Hillsborough Ag’“’hent Pe
supports the idea of a devolygq g
ernment in the North of Irelang y V.
step towards building the con,;
necessary to achieve 4 Unit nt
Ireland. These proposals arq o o
what ironic in the light of p'OVio:
statements made by Laboy,' Ro'
Mason in 1977 while the Labour
Party were still in power that iy
myth of British withdrawa/ js des
forever" and "administratiye devoly,.
tion is also a dead Jetter", As | i
its' flawed analysis, the Labey,
Party's concern about human rights
rings hollow when viewed against
the record of past Labour gover.
ments in Ireland:

® 1969: Sent British troops to the
Six Counties.

® 1974: Rushed the Prevention of
Terrorism Act through all its pas-
sages in the British House of
Commons. :

Local government Election results
The state of the parties following last month's local Government Elections for the North of Ireland's 26 District Councils:

Y

Council Seats UuUP DUP SDLP SF ALL U IN Ind Others
Belfast 51 14 8 8 8 6 6 10 4 1
Derry 30 3 4 15 5 — 3 i 10 gl
Newry/Mourne 30 6 - o 4 — 1 2 3 el
Lisburn 28 15 5 3 2 2 e, o a 1
Craigavon 26 12 4 6 1 2 e g o 1
Newtownabbey 25 1 [ 1 — 4 2 iy i 1
North Down 24 5 4 — — 4 3 A 2 6
Fermanagh 23 10 2 5. 4 & L% 1 i 1
Ballymena 23 7 12 1 —_ 1 1 1 & jmih
Down 23 8 2 12 — 1 St i S A
Dungannon 22 8 3 5 3 Y g 2 5% 1
Armagh 22 1" 2 8 1 o i AL ¥ P
Castlereagh 21 6 9 — e 4 2 S5 oy A
Coleraine 21 10 5 2 — 2 1 i * 1 i
Omagh 21 5 3 6 6 ey 28 1 N s -
Ards 20 8 7 — e " i) ol : kS
Antrim 19 10 4 4 AR 1 A U iy jd
Ballymoney 1€ [} 6 3 - - g5 T3 5 8
Cookstown 16 3 5 § 2 i) 1 T d B
Banbridge 15 9 2 3 - @ 8 . i 1

‘ Moyle 15 2 3 4 1 e 2 a , o

| Carrickfergus 15 4 3 -_— =3 ‘ b e

| Larne 15 7 4 —_ - 2 i Sy e i

| Limavady 15 7 1 6 1 5 o 1 1 %

| Magherafelt 15 4 3 4 3 52 = = R %

| Strabane 15 3 3 3 2 1 1 1 = =

| Total 566 194 D:;o 121 a % 2 ‘: 2 3
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.Lnid the basis for, and later ad-
ministered, the ‘'Ulsterisation,
Normalisation, Criminalisation" poli-

. Replaced internment with judicial
internment.

® 1976. Sanctioned a system of tor-
ture and brutality in specially-built
interrogation centres as a crucial
component of judicial internment.

Ended special category status for
the Republican prisoners which led
to the 'blanket protest' and the
hunger-strikes in 1980-81, in which
ten men died, and advocated the
building of the infamous H-Blocks of
Long Kesh.

Publicly announced the deploy-
ment of the SAS in South Armagh.
(They had been secretly operating in
the Six Counties since 1969).

e 1977, Sanctioned shoot-to-kill op-
erations by the SAS. (Ten people
were summarily executed in such
operations between December 1977
and November 1978).

@ 1979. Promised loyalists extra
parliamentary seats in a bid to de-
feat a vote of no confidence in the
Labour government as a result of
their record of torture and brutality
in the Six Counties. They subse-
quently lost the vote and fell from
power in March 1979.

Hillsborough Review
published

B Both the British and Dublin gov-
ernments have cemented their com-
mitment to the Hillsborough
Agreement in the Review of its
workings made public on May 24th.
The Review, which was published
after the meeting of Ministers at
Stormont Castle in Belfast, again
raised the issues of winning support
from the Nationalist community for
the Crown Forces and the possibility
of a devolved government in the
North of Ireland. The possibility of
involving Unionists in the process
was included in a final paragraph
which leaves open the possibility of
changing “the scope and nature of
the working of the conference".

Several changes were also pro-
posed in the way in which the
Agreement has worked todate.
These include more information for
the public, more meetings and a
wider input from other Dublin and
Stormont Ministers.

Sinn Féin spokesperson Danny
Morrison commenting on the review
said: "It will do nothing to improve
nationalist confidence in the ability
of the Agreement to improve their
social and economic conditions.

Three-and-a-half years ago the
London and Dublin governments
made a host of exaggerated claims
about the Agreement. These includ-
ed the claim that 'equality for all citi-
zens is now a reality'. This lie was
exposed a few weeks ago in a report
from he North's Department of
Finance and Personnel which
revaled that diserimination in em-
ployment against Catholics has in
fact increased in recent years... Over
three years later, Hillsborough has
delivered none of the promised re-
forms of the legal and judicial appa-
ratus of the state. Instead it has
delivered increased harassment, a
continuation of shoot-to-kill and
massive house raids. .

"Hillsborough is ‘a failure. It ig-
nores the root causes of the conflict:
the British presence, the artificial di-
vision of our country and the denial
of our right to independence and
sovereignty. In fact, Hillsborough,
which is a British inspired political
device, adds significantly to the con-
flict by bolstering partition."

No relaxation in 26-
County censorship
restrictions

m Censorship restrictions on the
media interviewing of Sinn Féin
spokespersons were temporarily
suspended in the North of Ireland
for the duration of the local govern-
ment elections which took place on
May 17th. However, in the 26 coun-
ties, the government has confirmed
that it has no plans to relax Section
31 of the broadcasting act during
the forthcoming European elections.
The Act bars Sinn Féin representa-
tives from presenting their political
analyses. This means that the party,
which is fielding eight EC candidates
in the 26 Counties, will not have the
opportunity of presenting its policy
of opposition to Ireland's' EC mem-
bership.

Ann Speed, the party's Euro-can-
didate in Dublin, has written to the
European Parliament Office request-
ing an investigation into the conduct
of the European elections on the
grounds that Section 31 is in breach
of Article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Meanwhile, a recent programme
made by RTE, the state broadcasting
company, has been applauded for
breaching South Africa's censorship
restrictions. This poses the question
as to why RTE cannot similarly chal-
lenge state censorship in Ireland.

Fr Ryan to contest EC

election

m Irishman Paul Anthony Kane was
both verbally and physically assault-
ed by the RUC within an hour of I.n-
ing extradited from the 26 Counties
to British 'justice’.

The RUC's action typifies the Ifind
of 'impartial' policing which nation-
alists experience on a daily basis un-
der British rule in the North of
Ireland. Kane's case against being
extradited to a system of justice
which has proven itself totally cor-
rupt and geared to repress national-
ists was the focus of considerable
public and political controversy in
the 26 counties.

Within hours of this extradition, a
number of influential Fianna Fail
members resigned in protest.

His extradition also prompted
Irish priest Fr Patrick Ryan to an-
nounce his intention to run as a
Euro-candidate on an anti-extradi-
tion ticket. Fr Ryan will be standing
in the Munster constituency where
three intended Sinn Féin Euro-candi-
dates withdrew in support of his
candidature.

Fr Ryan was the centre of a politi-
cal storm between the British and
26-County governments when the
Irish Attorney General ruled out his
extradition and asked the British to
allow charges to be brought under
the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act.
Previously, the Belgium authorities
had turned down a British govern-
ment application to have Fr Ryan ex-
tradited. Since then, he has stated
that any attempt to extradite him to
the British will be met by his deter-
mination to go on hunger-strike. He
believes that Irish people cannot get
a fair trial if prosecuted either in a
British court or under the Criminal
Law Jurisdiction Act.

International Fund

for Ireland reshuffled
B it was revealed at the beginning
of May that US contributions to the
International Fund for Ireland (IFl)
for the coming year will be 20 mil-
lion dollars, or 60 million dollars for
the next three years. This is the first
of several steps in the enactment of
the US Foreign Aid Bill by the two
Houses of Congress. It was also re-
vealed that the Chairperson of the
Fund, Charles Brett, will not have
his appointment renewed and that
the accountancy firm Coopers and
Lybrand are to be replaced as Fund
:iuditou by the Price Waterhouse
rm.

These latest moves came after a



special hearing of the Sub-
Committee on Europe and the
Middle East. The hearing was ar-
ranged in Washington at the end of
April as a result of pressure from
Irish-American groups regarding
widespread reports of abuses of the
Fund. The IFl was set up in 1986 as a
result of the Hillsborough
Agreement to 'promote the eco-
nomic and social development of
those parts of Ireland which have
suffered most severely from the con-
sequences of the instability of recent
years". The Fund came under severe
criticism after it was revaled that de-
prived areas like North and West
Belfast received less than 6% of the
budget while the bulk of the money
went to a variety of projects, like
funding for hotels, tourist amenities,
golf courses and a 1.9 million-dollar
gift of a fishing vessel to the British
government.

The special Sub-Committee meet-
ing heard evidence from five wit-
nesses who were deeply divided
between those who fully supported
the Fund and requested more US
contributions to it and those, like the
Irish American Unity Conference
(IAUC), who wanted funding frozen
until a comprehensive audit of the
Fund's operation was carried out
and until those areas most in need
are given due priority.

In his evidence, Dr Gerry Coleman
of the IAUC detailed the manner in
which the seven IFl programmes dis-
criminate against nationalists. He
also attacked the bureaucratic influ-
ence the British government has
upon the IFl and said: "'/t is from this
structure that all of the associated
abuses of the Fund derive.'' He criti-
cised the fact that Charles Brett had
declared all of the Six Counties a
“disadvantaged area'' thus putting
all grant applications on an equal
footing.

Congressmen Brian Donnelly and
Tom Foley both urged continuing US
support for the Fund. Donnelly asked
for 50 million dollars unconditional
contribution per year for the next
three years. He agreed that there
were some legitimate concerns
about the way in which the IFl was
distributed but that they had learned
from past mistakes and these would
be redressed. Tom Foley stated that
he unconditionally supported the
Fund and urged continued US sup-
port for the Anglo-Irish Agreement
which he believed was the'‘only
hope for peace and reconciliation in
the North of Ireland”. He launched a
virulent attack on Dr Coleman accus-
ing him of being a representative of
the IRA and equated any criticism of
the Fund with support for the IRA.
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The findings of a US Government
Accounting Office (GAO) report were
also revealed at the hearings. The re-
port was critical of the Agency for
International Development's (AID)
ability to "determine how the US
contribution and the activities of tf}?
Fund contribute to the stated goals™.
It also criticised the Fund's own au-
dit process which it said "did n'ot' gd-
dress whether the Fund's ac'nvntula's
complied with the donors' wishes".
The GAO report also stated that AID
had ""not been able to measure thf
Fund's impact on social conditions
and recommended that Aid '‘exer-
cise greater fiscal control over mon-
ey distributed to the Fund".

The Sub-Committee's recommen-
dation of 20 million dollars contribu-
tion looks likely to be passed into
law unless the Senate votes for an
even larger contribution.

EC restrictions
curb Irish sugar
production

m Restrictive EC quota regulations
have recently cost Siuicre Eireann
(Irish Sugar) a £12 million contract
from India and jeopardised up to 400
badly needed jobs. In the long term,
the Indian contract would have cre-
ated jobs not only in the sugar in-
dustry but for farmers producing
sugar beet.

‘ Brussels allows the semi-state
sugar company to produce a quota
of no more than 200,000 tonnes per
year — the Indian contract for 60,000
tonnes would have meant that the
company went over its quota as the
bulk of its produce this year is al-
ready committed to the lrish and
British market. The Indian contract,
which had the potential of being a
regular order, went to Thailand and
South America.

Fair Employment
Agency finds against
universities

B The Fair Employmerit Agency, a
British government watchdog, in a
leaked draft copy of its most recent
report, has highlighted and con-
firmed the long-held belief amongst
Catholic, that anti-Catholic discrimi-
nation-is endemic at the University
of Ulster and at Queen's University,
Belfast, two of the biggest employ-
ers in the North.

The documents, described as
"embarrassing", are, in the words of
one academic, '‘certain to spark
quite a row and not only in the aca-
demic field", Catholics are outnum-

bered four to one at the Uniyeyg;
Ulster and three to one at q
On the academic staff at Quegy:

whose statute outlaws disc.-i'min )
tion, Catholics are under-represent a.
by a startling five to one, They ed
also greatly outnumbered i,
higher-paid posts of £20,009

over, and tend to be over-repreg
ed in the lower £3,000 to gg
wage bracket. Geardid O Mui||eoi

Deputy President of the Sludentsr:
Union at the University, commenteg.
“"We believe it is only through th:;
adoption of an affirmative actiop
programme, such as the MacBrig,
Principles, that fair employment can
be assured."”

University Total %Protestant%Catholic Ratio

Ueen"'

are
the
ang
ent.
,000

Ulster 2,402 64 18 41
Queen's 3111 60 17 31
Academic%Protestant%Catholic Ratio

Ulster 433 149 31
Queen's 43 09, 5:1

Ancillary/ Ratio
Clerical

Ulster 4:1t0 8:1
Queen's 4:11o 8:1

It is curious that the British goy-
ernment places so much emphasis
on integrated educationat the |eve|
of the school, blaming the seperated
schools system for contributing to
the problems in the North of Ireland,
yet, at this higher level, the state ed-
ucation service has been found
guilty of anti-Catholic discrimination.
Furthermore, West Belfast still does
not have its own Further and
Continuing Education College, de-
spite the well-documented demand
for such a facility. Such provision, it
is claimed, would be sectarian in
character as it would be almost ex-
clusively attended by the local
Catholic community.

Fergus O'Hare, Chairperson of the
West Belfast employment group
Obair, said "/t is most disturbing that
both universities received substan-
tial funding form the International
Fund for Ireland, while deprived ar-
eas in the North such as West Belfast
have been starved of funds both by
the British government and the
International fund."

Fair Employment bill
passed in Commons

¥ The British government's new
Fair Employment Bill for the Nol_"h
of Ireland passed through its third
and final reading in the House _0'
Commons recently after 18 commit-
tee meetings and nearly 80 amend-
ments. it will not go to the House ‘f'
Lords where it is expected to be rat
fied. The bill is the culmination of
the British government's five-ye®'

e



paign to get the issue of dis-
nation off the political agenda
same way as the 1976 Act
ed had for a time.

Commenting on the passage of
the Bill, Sinn Féin sgokesperson on
the Economy and_ Fair Employment,
Mitchel McLaughlin said:

uit has taken 20 years to bring us
o this stage. During that time, there
has been no S/gnlffcanr positive
change in the rmba/ar_vces in the
workforce caused by qultical/sectari—
an discrimination against national-
ists/Catholics. The unemployment
situation for nationalists/Catholics
has got worse. While the new Bill
contains & number of measures
which are to be welcomed, it is, nev-
ertheless, seriously flawed in both
the range of affirmative action mea-
sures permissible as well as the all-
important enforcement measures,
such as comprehensive control and
a compliance scheme. Moreover,
there is an indication that the British
government does not have the politi-
cal will to effect real change.

“The only criteria by which the
new Bill can be judged is the effect
of its implementation. What effect
will the new legislation have? How
long will it take for that effect to
manifest itself? the British have been
noticeably coy in answering these
questions. Answers must be de-
manded by everyone. Failure to do
so will see this entire issue relegated
to the back-burner for another
decade".

cam
crimi
in the
su

Diplomatic tension
mounts over
Gibraltar

B Spanish police officers, who were
forbidden to give evidence at the
Gibraltar inquest hearing last
September, and the Madrid govern-
ment,w which forbade them to tes-
tify, are now threatening that if
Britain continues to lie the issue
could damage diplomatic relations.
A major article in the London
Independent newspaper on May
23rd quotes senior Spanish police
sources who say that:
. "The white Renault was driven
Into Gibraltar a day before the shoot-
Ing. We told the British we were 90%
ceértain that the car contained no
omb," °
~ The British had almost a full day
!N which to check the suspect car.
his statement also exposes as lies
the statement of British Foreign
écretary Geoffrey Howe who, 24
Ours after the executions of Dan
SCCann, Mairead Farrell and Sean
avage, told the House of Commons

that the Renault was driven into the
colony on the Sunday.

The Spanish also say they told
the British that the three were un-
armed and that they were tracked to
the border. The operation was then
handed over to the British, The
sources also fiercely dispute the
B_ritish version that the three were
discovered by chance on the Rock
on Sunday — the day they were
gunned down by the SAS.

Adding to the mountain of evi-
dfance that the British witnesses con-
sistently perjured themselves,
comes a statement fro Tomas Rayo
Valenzuela, the Spanish police
Special Branch officer who was one
of the leading members of the
surveillance team. He gave a sworn
statement to the Malaga judge in
1988 for use at the inquest — this
was never heard. Instead, a state-
ment from Manolo Correa of the
Gibraltar police, which, it was
claimed, was an account of an inter-
view between Correa and Rayo, was
submitted.

The Rayo statement clearly af-
firmed Spanish surveillance of the
three up to the border and full col-
laboration with the British authori-
ties. It would have devastated the
British case but it ''vanished" just at
the point in the inquiry when
Britain's story looked at its shakiest.

After the execution, the British
Ambassador to Madrid, Nicholas
Gordon-Lennox, made an arrange-
ment with the authorities and the
Spanish police to remain silent.
However, at the inquest British offi-
cials came under unexpected pres-
sure and blamed the Spanish police
for failing to keep up the surveillance
operation.

This has infuriated the Spanish
police to an extent that now the
Madrid government has been forced
to come into the open to state that
unless this dispute between the two
police forces is resolved it could
damage diplomatic relations.

In response to the revelations,
British Labour Party spokesperson
Kevin McNamara reiterated his par-
ty's call for an inquiry into the
Gibraltar killings. Meanwhile in
Belfast, the families of Mairead
Farrell, Daniel McCann and Sean
Savage welcomed comments by the
Dublin government which said that it
had not ruled out the option of tak-
ing Britain to the European Court of
Human Rights about the matter. In
their statement, the families wel-
comed the comments of Sean
Calleary, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, saying:

“The Dublin government has a re-
sponsibility to us and to all Irish peo-

ple to defend the rights of Irish citi-
zens. Consequently, it is a matter of
urgency that the government should
pursue the search for the truth in re-
lation to the Gibraltar killings and
take the necessary legal action in the
European courts. Five leading Civil
Liberties organisations share our
view that a further investigation is
warranted."

British judges uphold
censorship laws

®m The British judicial system gave
its stamp of approval to the un-
democratic censorship restrictions
on media coverage of the conflict in
Ireland when they rejected a High
Court challenge to the ban by
National Union of Journalists (NUJ)
members.

Mounting evidence that journal-
ists are now wary about covering the
conflict and are imposing self-cen-
sorship was ignored by the three
judges. Instead, they delivered an
absurd ruling, declaring that the re-
strictions did not prevent either the
BBC or ITV broadcasting companies
from "'discharging their duty to re-
port current events in the North with
impartiality"'.

Jacob Essclestone, Deputy
General of the NUJ, said that the de-
cision was '‘disappointing but not
surprising'’. The next step for the
NUJ is to appeal the decision to the
House of Lords where a similar out-
come is almost certain. If this occurs,
all domestic judicial avenues will
have been exhausted, leaving the
path open for the NUJ to pursue the
case in the European Court.

New book on right

of the accused

B The Right of Silence: The Case for

Retention was written by two
British lawyers in response to
British direct-ruler Tom King's an-
nouncement in October 1988 of se-
vere restrictions on an accused
person's right to remain silent. From
that moment on, remaining silent in
the face of police interrogation
could infer guilt. At the time, there
was considerable unease that the
announcement coincided with the
trial of the Winbchester Three, who
had opted to avail themselves of
this right and who were subse-
quently convicted of conspiring to
kill Mr King.

The authors of this new book,
James Wood and Adam Crawford,
have written mainly for a British au-
dience, warning them of what lies
ahead if they fail to defend this his-
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toric right in their own country. They
outline the way in which the right to
remain silent became'enshrined in
British law and the long path to its
abolition since the present phase of
resistance to British rule in Ireland
reached its high point in the early
1970s.

The Right of Silence: The Case for
Retention, by James Wood and
Adam Crawford, is published by The
Civil Liberties Trust. Price £2.95,

Culture

@ US TRIP FOR IRISH-
LANGUAGE ENTHUSIASTS
Senior politicians in the United
States have pledged to take up the
issue of linguistic rights in the North
of Ireland following a five-week tour
by representatives of the Irish-lan-
guage movement in Belfast.

The trip was sponsored by
Naionra na Fuiseoige, the Irish-medi-
um nursery school in the Twinbrook
area of West Belfast, and was sup-
ported by all the major language
bodies in the city, including Conradh
na Gaeilge, Glér na nGael and the
Council for Irish Language
Education. The primary purpose of
the trip was to raise the issue of dis-
crimination against the Irish lan-
guage and to obtain funding for the
current revival.

In all, about 20 public meetings
were held in some 10 States in the
US and in Canada as ‘well as a fur-
ther 40 to 50 meetings with politi-
cians and with all the major
Irish-American groups. As a result of
the trip, a foundation is to be estab-
lished in the US té Which Irish-lan-
guage schools thrph'ghout Ireland
can apply for funding.
® For further information contact:
Feilim O hAdhmaill, /o Council for
Irish language Education, 211A Falls
Road, Belfast BT 12.

©® CENSUS QUESTION ON IRISH
FOR SIX COUNTIES: .,

A trial census will be tafried out in
selected areas of the North of Ireland
on June 4th in preparation for the
next major census of .population in
1991. Unlike a similar project to be
carried out in Britain, the census will,
for the first time, include a question
about the respondent’s ability to
speak the Irish language: .«

Irish speakers in tfye North will
welcome this as it will provide the
first concrete opportunity to mea-
sure the extent to which lrish is spo-
ken and undoubtedly will lead to
renewed calls for the language to be
afforded the official status which it
has been denied to dage. . ..

Organisations representing the

Irish community in Britain have co‘r’::
plained that they are not a_mong b
group of recognised othr)lc min "
ties who will have a question gpec;w
cally addressed tot hem in t 6
forthcoming census in ordgr to ev_:

uate their number and their specific

needs,

@ PRISONERS' ART AND
POETRY ON SHOW ;
Gerard Tuite, who made a dramaf_lc
escape from prison in England in
1979 and who was subsequently
jailed in the 26 Counties under the
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act, is one
of 12 Republican POWs who t'ook
part in an exhibition of prisoners’ art
in the National College of Art and
Design in Dublin from May 15th to
26th.

The exhibition is the result of a
course which has been run by t'he
College since 1987 in Portlacise
Prison, which is situated 53 miles
southwest of Dublin and houses ti'le
bulk of male Republican prisoners in
the 26 Counties. )

Meanwhile in the Six counties,
Words from a Cell, the first book of
poetry from the pen of H-Block es-
capee Gerry Kelly, who with fellow
escapee Brendan McFarlane was ex-
tradited from Holland in 1987, has
just been published by Sinn Féin.

The book consists of 50 poems,
notes on the author's life, a short in-
troduction by well-known human
rights activist Fr Des Wilson and the
text of Gerry's address to the court
in Holland during his extradition
hearing, in which he outlines the
evolution of his political position and
of the struggle for freedom in
Ireland.
® Words from a Cell, by Gerry Kelly,
is published by Sinn Féin Publicity
Department. Price £1.25.

® FUNDING FOR ENGLISH-
MEDIUM EDUCATION ONLY
Irish-medium schools were once
against passed over in the allocation
of funds for education, when
Stormont Education Minister Brian
Mawhinney announced a £2.9 mil-
lion programme as part of the 'Make
Belfast Work' initiative.

The £2.9 million package includes
the establishment of three English-
medium nursery schools in West
Belfast, including one in the
Twinbrook area of the city. However,
the existing Irish-medium nursery in
Twinbrook, Naionra na Fuiseoige, is
to receive no aid from the package
towards the £70,000 needed to com-
plete their building Programme, on
which they have spent £30,000 to

dat;-pok“pgrson for the schoo|,

r i Fhloin said: ""Naionra ng
gu?;r:aig'a meets the same criteria as
schemes which are being funded jn
other areas. It is clear that we are not
being allocated any money because
the language of the school is Irish,"

sDLP funded from
same source as

Contras

® The same US organisation which
has financed the SDLP since 1985 is
now planning to support org?nisn-
tions opposed to the Sondlr.ui.:ta
government to the tune of 2 million
dollars. The money which was voted
by Congress last year was a move
on the part of the new Bush admin-
istration to drop Ronald Reagan's
military support for the Contras in
favour of a more political approach.

This organisation, the National
Endowment for Democracy (NED),
was set up by the Reagan adminis-
tration in 1983 with the ostensible
aim of promoting 'democracy’
abroad and undermining left-wing
movements — in realty it is to sim-
ply defend and promote US inter-
ests. The NED funds political parties,
trade unions and media organisa-
tions throughout the world by chan-
nelling US taxpayers' money via
three organisations: the National
Democratic Institute (NDI); the
National Republican Institute, both
with links to US political parties; and
the Free Trade Union Institute, which
is linked to the AFL-CIO.

The NDI has been allocated
250,000 dollars by the NED to assist
anti-Sandinista political parties to
prepare for the elections in
Nicaragua later this year. The rest of
the 2 million dollars will be distribut-
ed to ‘'independent’ trade unions,
business groups and human rights
groups and may also be used to reg-
ister voters and train party workers
in election techniques. NED director
Sally Shelton Colby claimed that:
"“There is a lot of Soviet and Cuban
money coming into the Sandinistas.
This is an attempt to balance that
money by helping the democratic
forces. "

The SDLP receives its funding
from the United States Information
Agency (USIA) via the NDI. The USIA
has carried out, in collaboration with
the CIA, numerous campaigns in
Support of US intervention in Third
:’;":,‘L‘:fg.“."""" including schemes

abilise and overthrow govern-
ments which are perceived to be
hostile to US interests. Among these
campaigns have been the bloody
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i ration Phoenix “pacification*pro.
0‘;‘;:", in Vietnam in which thpou-
gr ds were killed and more recently
38: US-backed Contra war ip
Nicarague which so far has claimeq

estimated 25,000lives The USIA is
i known to proyide a cover for
CIA personnel worklng_ overseas

The SDLP has received aid worth
200’000 dollars from the _NDl, around
85% ot whifth comes directly from
the NED. This money has been spent
Bh prom.oting recruitment of mem-
bors, training party members in elec-
(ion“’"‘"g' carrying out policy
re”"“h and improving communica-
Hoh within th‘e party. The funds are
channelled into an SDLP linked

roup, the Social Democratic Group,
which in 1988 was_chaired by MP
gddie McGrady. During that year, he
claimed that the level of NDI funding
they received was only 10,000 dol-
|ars and that this money was not
linked with NED.

These links with NED have proved
in the past to be embarrassing to the
SDLP and continue to be 30 with the
latest announcement of funding for
the anti-Sandinista organisations in
Nicaragua. The NED's rhetoric about
promoting democracy is a stark con-
trast to its interference in the internal
sffairs of several countries, particu-
larly Nicaragua, and its apparent role
as an organ of US foreign policy
which supports some of the world's
most'repressive and feast democrat-
ic regimes.

Shorts Missiles —
The South African

Connection

¥ Three prominent members of the
loyalist Ulster Resistance
Movement, including a serving and
former member of the British crown
forces, were arrested in Paris on
April 21st whilst attempting to ex-
change missile secrets for sophisti-
cated weaponry.

The three are: Noel Little, a for-
mer member of the local British regi-
ment, the Ulster Defence Regiment;
Samuel Quinn, a sergeant major and
Weapons trainer serving with the
Territorial Army, a reserve British
'égiment; and James King, a promi-
nent loyalist linked to the Orange

rder. Two others, an American
8rms dealer, Douglas Bernard, and a
s°'-‘th African diplomat, Daniel
s‘°'m. were also arrested though

torm later claimed diplomatic im-
Munity and was released.
oy e five were caught in posses-
mi“ of a scale model of a Blowpipe
Brcule, manufactured at Short
Others factory in Belfast, which

-
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) "1";' |' % sppie i -' ‘4
h:o‘ béan ststen tom 'a Territorial
MY centre in County Down on the

Night of the 11th/12th April. It is

W;dﬁly balieved that in fact South
- fica wag interested in the

tarstreak missile currently being
dngloped at Short Brothers, This
mv.ss.nle, which has attracted a £225-
ml‘l!'on supply contract from the
Brmgh_ Minintry of Defence, is part of
the British remit in the US Strategic
Defence Initiative (Star Wars). It is
the success of the missile section of
Short Brothers which the British
Prime minister hopas to uge to en-
tuce. prospective buyers into her pri-
yatlsation plans for the company, |t
18 estimated that Starstreak will
Bréng £1.5 billion in orders from the

Since the United Nations Security
Council imposed an embargo on
weapons sales to South Africa in
1_977, Armscor, the Pretoria weapons
firm has to "maintain South Africa's
defensive capabilities" in the words
of Foreign Minister Pik Botha and "js
required to consider offers of
Weapon technology' — weapons
which would support its drive to
control the frontline states.

ULSTER RESISTANCE MOVEMENT
The Ulster Resistance Movement
was formed by the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP) in 1986 to op-
pose the Hillsborough Treaty and to
prepare for a- doomsday situation.
That is, it was meant to train and
arm loyalists to resist any encroach-
ment on their sectarian privilege or
their political veto. DUP leader and
British MP lan Paisley and his deputy
Peter Robinson MP openly gave it
support. Robinson wore the maroon
beret of the organisation at a rally
and Paisley declared that he would
like to see the Hillsborough
Agreement brought down by demo-
cratic means, '‘but wouldn't we be
fools it we weren't prepared?"’
However, following the seizure of
Ulster Resistance berets, the aiming
device of a Javelin missile and as-
sorted weapons in Armagh last
November, the DUP claimed to have
broken ties with the organisation.
This action may have created diffi-
culties for the leadership amongst
their supporters. On the one hand,
they are publicly linked with a
paramilitary force but, on the other,
they have yet again publically de-
serted the military support which
they themselves have initiated. The
attempt made by Paisley to visit the
three loyalists in France just before
the local elections may have been
his attempt to minimise the effects
of the DUP action.

It is thought that Ulster

Resistance ha¥ thannels intt Short
Brothers through the People‘s
Loyalist Council which intimidated
Catholic workers in Shorts in ‘the ‘af-
termath of the Hillsborough
Agreement. Security at the factory
was considered to have been tight-
ened by the indiscriminate use of
Fair Employment legislation’s
Section 42 exclusion certificates
against job applications from out-
side East Belfast. This section allows
an employer to refuse employment
to someone considered to be a secu-
rity risk and has been enacted
against Catholics in the past. The
'Loyalist Club' recruitment approach
based on the belief that Catholics are
automatically suspect in the area of
weapons manufacture appears to
have decreased rather than in-
creased security since it rested onthe
belief that there was less danger of
industrial theft from loyalists.

LOYALIST MURDER GANGS

There has been a series of thefts
from Shorts over the past two y&ars
— on two occasions the Starstreak
itself narrowly missed being taken.
At the same time, the increasing so-
phistication in weapons available to
loyalist groups has increased suspi-
cion that South Africa has been ex-
changing weapons for information
on missile development at
Shorts.The British daily newspaper,
The Independent, claims that foyal-
ists paid £150,000 acquired in a bank
raid in Portadown, for a major South
African arms shipment delivered in
January 1988 — a delivery which
has been shared out between the
Ulster Defence Association, the
Ulster Volunteer Force and Ulster
Resistance (of these, only the UVF is
banned).

Since Christmas, 11 Catholics
have been killed as a result of the in-
creased loyalist capability, including
attacks on individuals, on a city cen-
tre bar and an RPG rocket attack in
May on the Sinn Féin Advice Centre
in the Ardoyne area Of Belfast. Yet
the Catholic church, through Bishop
Cathal Daly, continues to blame the
IRA for the sectarian assassinations
perpetrated by loyalist murder
gangs. His claim is supported by for-
mer Dublin Foreign Minister Peter
Barry, architect of the Hillsborough
Agreement who said that murders
by loyalist gangs would all end if the
IRA called a ceasefire. They did not
highlight, however, the well-doou-
mented links between the British
crown forces and loyalist murder
gangs. The Dublin government,
while calling for a full report and
writing a strongly-worded letter to
the South African Ambassador in

9

e s ey



v

London, refused again to identify the
biggest importer of arms and armed
men into Ireland — the British gov-
ernment itself,

Despite Margaret Thatcher's con-
demnation of terrorism and vio-
lence, her closest ally in Africa is the
universally-condemned Pretoria
regime which seeks weapons where
it can. Loyalism with all its sectarian-
ism and discrimination, so akin to
apartheid racism, is the political cre-
ation of the British government in its
brutal enforcement of its will in
Ireland.

SOUTH AFRICA'S 'ABSURD LIE'

Sinn Féin spokesperson Martin
McGuinness has dismissed as ''a
Ppatently absurd lie" the claim by the
South African Defence Minister that
his country was not involved in the
arms deal with Ulster Resistance.

McGuinness said:

""The comments of the South
African Defence Minister are a crude
attemp? to distance that government
from the sale of weapons to Ulster
Resistance.

"If the Diplomat, Daniel Storm,
was acting alone and not on behalf
of his government, can we now ex-
pect him to be publicly tried for gun-
running? | doubt that very much.

"It is clear that South Africa has
been involved in the sale of
weapons to loyalists and that many
of those weapons have and are be-
ing used in a sectarian campaign of
assassination against Catholics."

King visits US to
lobby against
Mac Bride Principles

H |n a desperate bid to defeat the
passage of the MacBride Principles
through US State legislation,
Northern Secretary Tom King went
on a six-day visit to America at the
beginning of May. This was his third
visit to the US to attack the
MacBride Principles and to attempt
to promote the British government's
proposed Fair Employment legisla-
tion.

During his visit, he travelled to
Washington, Montreal, Los Angeles

M e e A

and New York, where he met mainly °

with politicians and journalists,
During a meeting in Los Angeles, he
claimed that the Principles threat-
ened to take jobs away from the
North of Ireland and that steaqy
progress was already being made in
the area of unemployment. He said
that he firmly believed that the Fair
Employment Bill, which is at the mo-
ment being debated in the House of
Commons, "will help us make sub-
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stantial and lasting progress tovya'rds
the removal of unfairness and injus-
tice",

Escalation of

L]
MacBride Fair
Employment
campaign
m All three Democrats seeking to
occupy Hatrison Golden's office as
Comptroller of the City of New York,
which Golden is giving up in a bid to
become the City's hext Mayot, called
for contract compliance legislation
tied to the MacBride Principles, at
the American:Irish Political Forum in
the city.

The three, Assemblyman Alan
Hevasi, Frank Macchiarola, former
Board of Education Chancellor, and
Assemblyman Jerrold Nadler have
said that, if elected, the strengthen-
ing of the New York City MacBride
legislation will be a priority. They
also called for the denying of City
contracts to US firms with opera-
tions in the North of Ireland which
do not comply with the MacBride
Principles.

New York City purchases more in
one week than most countries pur-
chase in a year. The impact of con-
tract compliance upon US fifms who
refuse to adhere to Fair Empleyment
practices in the North would be sig-
nificant.

Activity around the MacBride
Principles campaign is set t6 intensi-
fy throughout the US generally and,
in cities and states that alréady have
MacBride laws, will focus on the lev-
el of penalty for non-compliance.

Caiifornia set to
endorse MacBride
Principles

mIn a significant defeat for the
British government and a humiliat-
ing personal rebuttal for Northern
Secretary Tom King, a California
State Assembly select committee
approved the MacBride Principles in
the first step to have the Principles
incorporated into state law.

The select committee hearing re-
versed its decision of two years ago
and will submit the Bill to the full
Assembly. The committee heard rep-
resentations in favour of the
Principles from Pat Doherty, assis-
tant to the New York City
comptroller, Oliver Kearney of the
Fair Employment Trust and the Bill's
sponsor, Assemblyman John
Burton. Representing the British
point of view were: Donald Carlton
Byrnes; Frank Graham, managing di-

rector of a computer softwaire firm i
the North of Ireland; Desmond
McCrea a member of ithe Fajr
Employment Trust; and §¢,n
Neeson a member of the Alliance
P.cl"}lme representations of these indi.
viduals on behalf of the British gov.
arhment once again indicates the
importance of this legislation and
the reason why the British are
spending 15 million dollars per year
to defeat its passage in the US, Thus
the California State Assembly's deci-
sion is a major blow for the British
since it is considered to be a key
state and has several billion dollars
of pension funds at its disposal,

Tom King visited California two
weeks before the debate on ''an
unannounced trip" to lobby against
the Principles. His efforts have
proved futile and even the British
have had to concede that California
will, in all probability, adopt the
Principles within the next six
months.

The Principles are now law in 12
states with legislation pending in 26
others.

The MacBride Principles

M Increasing the representation of indi-
viduals from under-represented religious
groups in the work-force including man-
agerial, supervisory, administrative, cleri-
¢al and technical jobs.

Ml Adequate security for the protection
of minority employees both at the work-
place and while travelling to and from
work,

#l The banning of provocative religious
or political emblems from the workplace.
H All job openings should be publicly ad-
vertised and special recruitment efforts
should be made to attract applicants
from under-represented religious groups.
B Lay-offs, recalls, and termination pro-
cedures should not, in practice, favour
particular religious groups.

M The abolition of job reservation, ap-
prenticeship restrictions, and differential
employment criteria, which discriminate
on the basis of religious or ethnic origin.
B The development of training pro-
grammes that will prepare substantial
numbers of current minority employees
for skilled jobs, including the expansion
of existing programmes to train, upgrade,
and improve the skills of minority em-
ployees.

B The establishment of procedures to
asses, identify, and actively recruit minor-
ity employees with potential for further
advancement.

B Appointment of a senior-management
staff member to oversee the company's
affirmative action efforts and the setting-
up of a timatable to carry out affirmative
action principles.

—December 21st 1984.
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Crisls AR Y
op“'ﬁm' and a drop in re-
.I_R' figures have stretched the
crulf";‘ . so much that it has
priti® onding front-line units into
poen '. sinst the IRA while danger-
O“Und., strength. Military per-
‘,.,glv.| have been poached from
,o.nl‘. and West Germany and cate-
Bﬂ’"%. recruits, who would normal-
gory ave pbeen classified as
gh-risk failures' have

IRA actions in Tyrone, last year,
glted in the Gloucestershire
rest  ont using its headquarters
companyY to re-i_nforce crown .forces
. ihis field. This measure failed to
mive rifle companies even three-
guartel's of their normal .complement
of 120 each. Ot.her regiments were
s0 short of trained persoqnel that
they had to place sergeants in officer
ositions. TO hold down the IRA in
gelfast last year, the elite Cold
Stream Guards had to use reserve
troops, its drum corps and personnel
from other regiments.

IRA military
operations

2 IRA actions in the past month
have continued to squeeze the
Crown Forces. This has resulted in 2
crown force fatalities and at least 23
injured including a Long Kesh prison
officer with a long career in the
British army of occupation. A mem-
ber of a foyalist murder gang, which
has been terrorising Nationalists in
North Belfast, was also killed.

In the tenth year of British prime
minister Margaret Thatcher's war
cabinet, the IRA launched gun,
grenade, bomb, mortar and RPG
rocket attacks on crown force pa-
trols, barracks and spy-posts in

Belfast, South Armagh, Tyrone and
Derry.

In the aftermath of one such
bomb-attack in West Belfast, which
injured three members of a crown
force patrol, a civilian was severely
&ssaulted, threatened with summary
execution and had his jaw broken by
the British occupation forces. They
also threatened to kill other civilians
ot the scene and finally vented their
'age by shooting dead the pet dog of
@ local woman. This incident has
Prompted the animal welfare organi-
Sation, the Ulster Society for the

fevention of Cruelty to Animals, to
¢onsider legal action against the
glian Regiment.

and enga
one fatalj
the latter
attacked t

ge in gun-attacks which left
ty and at least 13 injured. In
half of the month, the IRA
i he spy-posts again,
Inn Féin Euro-candi i
idate
Connacht/Ulster, in referring to tf.\:

death WY
stated; of a British army corporal,

""Repeated British opini

have shown that more pth':;to '510‘;60/5
the people want their troops with-
drawn, 'Tharcher has spoken to Irish
Republicans before and if she refus-
es to speak to us again then British
squaddies such as Corporal
M(;Conagle will continue to pay the
price of her intransigence."

What they said
about...

® Britain's war in Ireland

"In Britain, what amounts to a
covert war against the Irish
Republican Army is eating away at a
system of civil liberties we are wont
to consider as the fundamental foun-
tainhead of our own. The British
government has sought for 20 years
to criminalise the IRA by denying
what even British army intelligence
has long recognised, that the IRA is
a well-organised, disciplined military
force with clear nationalist creden-
tials and which attempts to limit vio-

‘lence to military and police targets." .

— William V. Kennedy, a journal-.
ist specialising in military affairs, in
The Christian Science Monitor US.

e The continuing Gibraltar con-
troversy
_w..it is.clear from records being

"' made public by the Spanish police

and from investigative reporting by
British commercial television that
nothing less than a military-style
ambush was carried out against
three unarmed IRA operatives in
Gibraltar — the clearest form o'f
recognition a nation can giva‘that it
is fighting a war, not a police ac-
tion."

— William V. Kennedy.

“'"Mrs Thatcher may argue that
this case is closed, but in the court of
world opinion it is not. Amnesty
International is right, there should be
another inquiry."

— St Louis Post Dispatch, April

22nd.

® Extradition

"I believe deeply that Irish people
cannot get a fair trial on politically
related charges under the British jus-
tice system... on that basis | have de-
cided to stand in this election."

— Irish priest Fr Patrick Ryan
declaring his intention of standing in
June's European elections on an
anti-extradition ticket. Fr Ryan was
at the centre of a political row be-
tween the British and 26-County
governments when his extradition
to Britain was sought and rejected
following a similar refusal by
Belgium to extradite him.

What Sinn Féin stand

for in Europe

® Sinn Féin is the only part in the
European Community election
whose policies offer a real alterna-
tive to the problems of unemploy-
ment, emigration, and
discrimination.

“ Sinn Féin is leading the political
fight to make Ireland a vibrant, inde-
pendent country in which each citi-
zen has equal political rights, and
benefits equally from the wealth and
resources of our nation.

Sinn Féin believes in the self-de-
termination and equality of all peo-
ples, as individuals and nations.

"Sinn Féin is opposed to super-
power politics which allow powerful

- nations to dominate and oppress the

rest of humanity. We oppose mili-
tarist alliances such as NATO, and
oppose the European Community
(EC), in its present form.

Sinn Féin is working to build a
united Ireland which can take its
place with pride in the international
community as a sovereign nation
among sovereign nations.

... Sinn Féin stands for:
e A united and sovereign Ireland,
equal amongst nations.

e Democratic rights for all — in
Ireland and in Europe.

e Social and democratic policies
which allow every person a dignified
and comfortable livelihood in their
own country — no forced emigra-
tion.

® The right to cultural development
which reflects the spiritual and intel-
lectual life of Ireland.

e A neutral lreland — keeping
Ireland out of NATO.

e A nuclear-free Ireland and Europe
— no nuclear power and no nuclear
weapons.

e A clean and healthy environment.



Glossary

AP/RN — An Phoblacht/Republican News,
weekly Sinn Fein newspaper.

DUP — Democratic Unionist Party, second lar-
gest of the unionist parties, leader lan Paisley.
EPA — Emergency Provisions Act.

FF — Fianna Fail, governing party in 26 Coun-
ties.

FG — Fine Gael, opposition party in 26 Coun-
ties.

IRA — Irish Republican Army (Oglaigh na hEir-
eann).

NIO — Northern Ireland Office.

OUP — Official Unionist Party, the main union-
ist party, leader James Molyneaux.

PTA — Prevention of Terrorism Act.

RUC — Royal Ulster Constabulary, majority of
members drawn from loyalist community.

SAS — Special Air Services, British army unit
trained in counter-insurgency tactics and used
in Ireland to kill as opposed to capturing pris-
oners.

SDLP — Social Democratic and Labour Party,
leader John Hume.

SF — Sinn Fein, leader Gerry Adams.

SOSP — Secretary of State's Pleasure (applies
to open-ended sentencing of young prisoners).
UDR — Ulster Defence Regiment, a British
army regiment consisting almost exclusively of
members of the loyalist community.

R —

@ Sinn Fein’s ultimate objective is to create the Qolitical condi?-
ions necessary to secure a true and lasting peace in Ireland. This
can only be achieved by: a7 gl

W The ending of partition arising from British rule in six of
Ireland’s 32 counties; :

.MM British disengagement from Ireland and the restoration to
the Irish people of the right to exercise self-sovereignty, inde-
pendence and national salf-determination; ;

R The setting of a definite date within the lifetime of'a Brit-
ish government for the completion of this withdrawal;

MR The disarming and disbandment of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary and the Ulster Defence Regiment as part of the mili-
tary withdrawal;

M0 The calling of a Constitutional Conference to which all
political parties would be invited. This conference to be re-
sponsible for determining the nature and composition of an
emergent national police service and the judiciary. If Britain
was sincere about disengaging and was committed to an orderly
transference of power, this could be achieved with a minimum
of disorder; and

B The unconditional release of all political prisoners.
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