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FIGHTING THE
DRUGS MENACE

A commumty response needed...

DUBLIN has a drugs problem
and the politicians seeking re- ®
election have (probably from
canvassing areas that they
haven’t been in since the last
election) awakened to this
epidemic that is destroying
many communities.

Sinn Féin members have in the past
played an active part in the Concerned
Parents Against Drugs in many cases tak-
ing a leadership role in communities af-
fected by this menace. Some people said
they were involved for votes or somehow
clearing the way for others involved in
drug pushing (the Irish Independent re-
cently made similar allegations). Well you
have to make a decision on that yourself
but most people would accept that Sinn
Féin members put their lifes, their fami- &
lies' safety and their homes on the line
when confronting drug pushers,

remains to this day a valid one. Today
many are predicting that the drugs men-
ace will exceed that experienced in the
early '80s. The Concerned Parents'
Movement, except for a couple of isolat-
ed pockets, no longer exists. The prob-
lem facing many areas in the coming
months will be how to tackle this grow-
ing problem. The establishment parties
have come up with no new ideas. Criti-
cism and howls of indignation were
common in the past but ask any politi-
cian that knocks at your door what they
= have done or more importantly what
8 they propose to do about this issue. Will
i they initiate anything? Do they ever initi-

{ ate anything? Surely that is the role of
someone who puts themselves forward
to represent an area not only on this is-
sue but on anything that threatens the
| social fabric of an area. Another factor
will be the growth of drug-related crime
and the spread of the HIV virus and
AIDS.
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Call for
Tallaght
screening
service

BREAST and cervical cancer
between them kill over 800

women a year in this state.

Tallaght with a population of 75,000
would expect to experience approxi-
mately 18 deaths each year from breast
and cervical cancer. In spite of this there
is no cervical cancér or breast cancer
screening service run by the Eastern
Health Board for Tallaght.

In fact, in Dublin as a whole there is
no routine screening service for breast
cancer for women under 55 which is
probably why breast cancer now kills
more women per year than cervical can-
cer. Manual examinations are better than
nothing. But the only sure method of
early detection is a mammogram This is
only available to women under 55 who
are referred to the hospital by their GP
with a specific breast problem.

If you have a medical card your GP
may carry out a cervical smear test and a
manual breast examination. Not all GP's
provide this service and many women
feel embarrassed about having such an
examination carried out by their family
doctor. The Rotunda Hospital has a free
cervical smear test clinic but there is a
three months waiting list for an appoint-
ment. The Family Planning Clinic in
Cathal Brugha Street will charge £8 for a
cervical smear test and breast examina-
tion if you have a medical card. Their is
no appointment needed.

To get to the Rotunda or the Family
Planning Clinic involves a lot of travel-
ling for women from Tallaght. Sinn Féin
is calling on the Health Board to set up a
cancer screening clinic for women in Tal-
laght Town Centre.
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THE REALITY
FOR WOMEN

ONE THIRD of Ireland’s workforce are women,
but they only earn two thirds of average male
income: 53% of all women over the age of 15
are working in the home; nearly 700,000 wom-
en therefore spend long hours caring for their
families and elderly, or ill, relatives for little or
no pay, the majority living below the poverty
line. This is the reality for women in Ireland.

Sinn Féin demands the
extension of current employ-
ment legislation to include
part-time workers and called
for the introduction of a legal
minimum wage. Childcare
must be shared as an equal
responsibility of both par-
ents and also of society.

Sinn Féin believe fund-
ing should be provided for
créche and pre-school facili-
ties and have actively
worked for progressive so-
cial legislation covering di-
vorce, contraception, health,
childcare and the extension
of full state funding for cen-
tres of the victims of domes-
tic violence and rape. De-
spite efforts in recent years

discrimination still contin-
ues. Aside from publicised
areas like Golf clubs, state
bureaucracy itself still con-
tinues to discriminate. In the
area of tax, for instance, a
working, married woman
claiming the marriage al-
lowance (husband unem-
ployed) must (a) get a letter
from her husband authoris-
ina transfer of his allowance
(if the situation is reversed
— wife unemployed — no
letter of permission re-
quired) and (b) Woman's
PAYE number is changed to
husband's number, all in-
quiries regarding allowance
cannot be answered by
wife's unit number and

must be directed to hus-
band's section, even though
he's unemployed! (and
again if situation is reversed
and husband claims wife's
allowance he keeps his
number).

In the area of women's
health, if a woman has to get
her womb removed the doc-
tor seeks permission off the
husband but doesn’t need
the husband’s permission if
it's to amputate her arm or
leg or any other part of her
anatomy. In the case of child-
birth we still have a situation
where, if the mother’s life is
in danger and a decision
needs to be made regarding
the life of the mother, doc-
tors choose the infant be-
cause of archaic laws. Well
sisters, is it not time we start-
ed to change things around
here? We have a long road to
go yet.

(Anyone wishing to submit a
story on this important issue
send to Tallaght Newsletter clo 5
Blessington Street, Dublin 7).

DEVELOPMENT OF SAGGART

AND WEST TALLAGHT

ON Wednesday, June 5th, the
Saggart and District Residents’
Association called a public
meeting to discuss development
proposals being put forward by
Davy Stockbrokers and the Bank
of Ireland.

The proposals concerned puilq-
ing houses and factory units in
Brownsbam and taking in parts of
the green belt area around Kilta-

lawn, De Selby, Brookview, Suncroft,
Rathminton and up to Saggart itself.
The plans proposed a road which in-
cluded closing of Church Road Sag-
gart which would have meant an in-
crease in the volume of traffic
through the main street of Saggart
(an area which is totally unsuitable
for today’s through traffic). Sinn
Féin's candidate for the area, any
Flannery, hit out at the plans describ-

ing them as another top-down dei

sion with residents not even been
consulted about these proposals. He
cppdemned the councillors who par-
ticipated in this closed shop arrange-
ment which was proposed by the
Workgrs' Party and Fianna Fail,

Sinn Féin’s policy on planning
would mean, in situations like this
that people have a real say in the de-'
velopment of their areas, Planning
that involves locals would 9o a long
'v:ay in ;:revenling fraud and deceit.

e went on to call for syppo
the Saggart Residents' As‘sjzci:tif:r:
who oppose the proposals, Pointing
out that there is no shortage of emp.
ty factory units in estates nearby, i
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Earley (I( ) and Sean |
Crowe (right) outside Leinster House protesting the
i delays in building the proposed Tallaght Hospital

ONE ISSUE which will cause
headaches for both Fianna Fail
and the Progressive Democrats
in Tallaght in the forthcoming
local elections is the postpone-
ment of the start of construc-
tion work on Tallaght Regional
Hospital.

On Thursday, June 6th, residents from

Tallaght descended on Leinster House to
protest at the delay. Some pundits had pre-
dicted that the government would pull
something out of the hat to rescue their can-
didates in time for the local elections but
this is now starting to look unlikely. '

The hospital project is a £118 million de-
velopment and would be a major boost for
an area of high unemployment in terms of
both short and long-term jobs as well as
providing long overdue health cover for the

Local link

called for

Jlannery has called on B'us
1::: gliath to extend the local ||n:
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presently work in induﬂnan ead
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bowling and the facilities of the
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huge suburb of some 80,000 people. In
February, the government dealt a blow to
hopes that the Tallaght project was finally
on the rails when work on the construction
of the hospital was again postponed for this
year at least, the excuse being a lack of
funds. Soon after, local Fianna Fail TD Chris
Flood was promoted to junior minister at the
Department of Health, a move which has
done little to appease local community
groups. In June 1990, when Flood was ap-
pointed by Health Minister O'Hanlon to
membership of the Tallaght Hospital Board,
he wrote to residents saying: I intend to
give a very full commitment to my member-
ship of the Board and | know my con-
stituents will want 11e to use my contact
with the Minister for tlealth, Dr Rory O’Han-
lon, TD, and the Tallaght Hospital Board to
ensure that the hospital is built and open as
quickly as possible.”

Responding angrily to the postpone-
ment, Sinn Féin local representative Sean
Crowe says: “The people of Tallaght have
long had to put up with having their needs
and wishes ignored by the powers-that-be,
but with the local elections looming the op-
portunity is there to challenge all candidates
on the building of Tallaght Regional Hospi-
tal. Tallaght had to wait 20 years for a town
centre. Now it looks like our hospital is on a
similar timetable.”
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teachers on the dole.

Minister O'Rourke maintains that
the schools are not filling their quo-
tas but as usual reality on the
ground suggests otherwise. Children
going to Tallaght’s Irish Primary
Schools face an uphill battle to find
places next year as Clondalkin's Sec-
ond Level School is full. Firhouse
College, parents have been told, has
no room and the role of Adult Educa-
tion as well as the number of places
in the long-awaited RTC is being re-
viewed.

The concept of free education is

EDUCATION
A RIGHT FOR ALL

CANVASSING can be a great education for many politicians and we
would argue that if they came into our areas more often they might
even learn something. But more seriously, the theme of education
or more importantly the lack of education opportunities needs to
be addressed. Most parents are again facing the unenviable task in
the Tallaght area of trying to find a place for their children. This sit-
uation is a disgrace, particularly when one hears of the number of

being rapidly eroded. This is shown
by acts like the increasing of registra-
tion fees for the inter and leaving-cer-
tificate examinations. The doubling of
fees for repeat leaving is an outrage.
The inequalities of the education sys-
tem highlighted in Patrick Pearse’s
Murder Machine are as true today as
they were when he wrote it 80 years
ago. There is still discrimination to-
day, particularly at second and third
level. The powers that rule today cer-
tainly does not ‘‘cherish the children
of the nation equally”.

Cushlawn Park Street names

Once again, the local authorities dis-
criminatory policy towards Killinar-
den, and in particular Cushlawn
Park, has been exposed by the peo-
ple in this area. A county council
spokesperson has admitted after
years that the street numbering sys-
tem in Cushlawn Park is most unsat-
isfactory and that they are having
talks with Dublin Corporation to re-
vert to the traditional street naming
system.

Sean Crowe, Sinn Féin’s candidate for
Tallaght/Oldbawn, has stated: “Let no-
one be in any doubt about why this
change of attitude came about. It was
through the same pressure which result-
ed in Dublin County Council’s Roads

Safety Department appointing three @ The stream at Cushlawn/Healherview

school traffic wardens for the area, which
have to date not been able to take up
duty due to the Garda Authority not sign-
/ng the requested statutory authorisa-
tions for these crossings.

"It was the same pressure which
resulted in the county council sending
in a JCB digger in the early hours of the
morning to clear out the stream be-
tween Cushlawn and Heatherview es-
tates. This action from the council took
place only after the people of these ar-

eas started to clean the river out them-
selves.

"“Sinn Féin will continue to take direct
action on such issues and would urge the
people of these areas to step up the pres-
sure until the measures already conceded
are implemented without delay.” Congrat-
ulations to the residents and Sinn Féin
members who took part in the clean up.
Direct action is something the TD’s and
councillors should investigate instead of
spending their time writing letters.

Kiltipper Playground

The site reserved for a playground in Kiltipper has long
been a source of frustration to residents in the estate. As
the photograph shows nothing has been done to the site
by the builders although the playground was clearly
marked when people were purchasing their houses. Sean

Crowe, commenting on the situation, said: “unfinished
estates and broken promises are scattered all over Tal-
laght. Everyone can see that the present system is not
working. It's not enough for elected representatives to
send letters off complaining when issues like this arise.
The people of this area want action and if that means the
laws need to be changed, well change them. Builders
who leave unfinished estates should be pursued with the
full rigour of the law and should be prevented from build-
ing on new sites."

Ballycragh Danger
Highlighted

Sean Crowe has contacted
the councils Road Safety De-
partment asking them to
erect “Go Slow” signs along
the main road bordering the
estate. He also called on the
council's “Mondello Drivers"”
(on the way to the tip) to
bear in mind that they are
putting children's lives at
stake with their antics. The
volume of traffic clearly ne-
cessitates a pedestrian
crossing but as usual people
will have to fight to achieve
this basic demand.
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Old Bawn Bridge

The narrow bridge and narrower footpath on Old Bawn
Bridge was highlighted in our last newssheet. Sinn Féin
believes its unlikely that anything will happen on this is-
sue in the immediate future and are calling for the erec-
tion of a pedestrian walkway outside the wall of the
bridge (this system is in operation in a number of coun-
cils around the country. The structure is bolted to the out-
side wall giving pedestrians extra protection),




