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The Republican Movement is a
party of the people. It stands for
the men and women of no
property. It fights for no religion,
but against all exploitation and
foreign control. It believes that all
of Ireland should be controlled by
the Irish working class. It rejects
the idea that there can be real
freedom in any part of our
country as long as there are any
who live in want, who are
unemployed, who fear
discrimination or who are
crushed and degraded by their
work.

The Republican Movement
stands for the nationalisation of
Building Societies and Banks and
the establishment of a national
building fund to provide decent
housing at reasonable rents.

it demands the nationalisation
of our oil and mineral wealth as
the beginning of a great industrial
revolution which will wipe out
unemployment, develop full
welfare services and provide a
new and creative life for all our
children.

The Republican Movement
wants peace in lreland. A peace

® Peace

within which the people can
come to grips with the problem
of taking over their own lives in
all senses.

It demands the withdrawal of
the British army and an end to
the gross exploitation of the
people in any part of Ireland.

This is but a part of the
progréssive policy which the

Republican Movement will .

develop in the coming year..

The Republican Movement is
_ being joined by men and women

of all creeds and of none. Your
place is among them.
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Imperialism and the Irish Nation 22p
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Marx & Engels: Selected Vol. £1.75
Marx & Engels: Selected Works in 3 Vols, £5.

Last To Leave: Portuguese Africa 35p

to the
Iderable media coverage has been glven
larcr::.llon of a group known as the Irish :lv“bé:":l‘"'!
Soclallst Party headed by ex-Sinn Feln l'll.}"d that
clllor, Seamus Costello. it has been su l"m o
there have been massive numbers leav n'.llmh
Republican Movement to Joln this new orl;ﬂ ey

In fact the IRSP have aeluh:lmebly pursued 8 PO
of promoting confusion by s 0)

Ihcp nnm"'ol elther - dismissed members of l.":
Republican Movement or lapsed bnnchell, Ph“
ticularly In the North. The Ard Chomhalr ST
recelved statements of support from areas 'ch of
according to the prul‘,’ notably Brian Tren
Hibernla, had disaffected. ~

The prisoners In LEng Kesh, Crumlin .Ro.d., Btllll.l
and Portlaolse, the I of Wi ’

Derry Clty, Nth. Munster and Belfast and CWﬂg
Antrim, all of whom have been subjected
misrepresentation have declared thelr alleglance "é
the pollcles of the Republican Movement and the Ar
Chombhalirle of Sinn Feln.
It Is clear now that the
Provislonals were a right
wing split from the
Republican Movement,
they are now balanced by
an ultra-left Instant
revolutionary organisa-
tion, the members
of which have forgotten the
fundamental premlise on
which Republicanism was
founded, the unlty of
Cathollc, Protestant and
Dissenter.

The political develop-
ment and prospective unity
of the IRSP will depend on
the extent to which such
diverse and personally

as
Costello and Bernadette
McAliskey can stomach
the gangster elements and
the factionallsts who
dominate the ‘“rank and
file”’. One would Imagine
that this would be brief
unless foreign ald Is
received. There are suf-
ficlent ultra-left, manic
organisations in Europe
and the USA to ensure
them of some support.
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Enclosed is P.O. value £................. 3
Send orders to the United Irishman Office, 30 Gardiner Place,
Dublin 1, "

All above prices include postage for Ireland and Britain only.

Cheques and P.O.s should be made payable to P, Yeats.

We regeet having to withdraw the order list for Long Resh
. We hope to provide an alternative list shortly, which
will also include material made by political prisoners in

Portlaoise,
£1.75
£1.75
£2.50
£2.
gs of the Irish Republic £2.00
J. Connolly 1916 Record £2.50

Please send me the items marked

Bloody Sunday Commemoration
Wednesday January 29 e 8p.m.
Social Hall, Liberty Hall, Dublin

ADDRESS BY CATHAL GOULDING

Traditional and Folk Groups
Admission 25p
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he Convention will be th

The for for the C In the Six
Countles will be contested by the Republican Clubs. Foyr
constituencles In the greater Belfast area are to be con.
tested as a result of a decision taken at the annual genera|
meeting of the County Antrim Executive of Republican
Clubs and plans for other areas In the North will emerge
from meetings to be held in the various constituencles,

A statement Issued after the Antrim Executive meeting
said the declslon taken by the Belfast membership wasa
direct response to the recent Initlatlves for peace and
progress in the community. It continued, “by taking
seats, the 11 is the right of
the working class to have representation by those who
have not abandoned the
Civil Rights campalgn and

fight for real

the

democracy In the Con-

vention.”
Sy T e The statement goes on to
demand ‘“‘a  serlous
response from the
0 Secretary “of State” and
adds that “If the British
“Government Is genuinely
T concerned with peace and
stabllity in thls community
it should end Internment
Immediately, repeal the
Emergency Provisions Act
and pass a Blll of erghls.
s type of response from
Mr. Rees would do far
more to end violence than
the military Initiatives
normally utillsed by the

British.”
The Convention Election

four
areas

campalgn and future
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United Irishman,

12 Months for £1.50 !

Continent of Europe £2.50.

U.S. and Australia $8 annual subds(:ripti‘t;)lu.t
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CABHAIR

Irish Republican Prisoners Defence and Aid Fund
30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1

Funds Urgently Needed for:

Aid for their Dependents

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED

The following are the prize winners in the CABHAII? Draw in aid of the Irish Republican Prisone:
Dc:or?ca BIA?d Fund h‘:ld at 30 Gardiner Place, Dublin on the 28th December, ™

Co. M

Legal Aid

Noel Jenkinson Strasbourg Appeal

activity In the
North will be co-ordinated
from full time Executive
Offices belng established In
Belfast. The Sinn Feln Ard
Combhairle declslon to
establish this headquarters
has been widely welcomed
because, apart from
electlons, it will give much
Impetus to the organisatlon
and extenslon of
Republican  Clubs
throughout the North. Sub-
offices In other centres
may also be established.
. Organisation of the new
structure Is belng un*
dertaken by Malachy
McGurran, Republican
Clubs organlser In d:’
North, He Is being .”mlu
by Sean O Clonnaith of t]

Sinn Feln Ard Comhalrle:
Both point out that, “'%{:
the establishment of '
Executive offices will boos

1st Prize: Mick McK L

z;a Prize: Phyllis McKenny, Ardee, Co. Louth.
3rd Prize: Theresa Coffey,
4th P

Sth Prize: J. Devitt, London, England.

Caheroyan, Athenry, Co. Galway.
Thomas Walsh, 19 Kearney Avenue, Kearney, New Jersey, USA.

the forthcomlng _election
campalgn, the maln l"“",’:
the step Is to Im o
lialson and _co-ordinatl®

i the Clubs and €X'
The Cabhair Committee wish to thank all those who helped make the draw a great success and _am ltical
look forward to their continued support for the families of Irish Republican prisoners during the l::d ;pllbllcu'hl;ﬂ“‘w
oines . = North.
\/‘ =
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.R.A. call for renewal

of peoples’ struggle

The following statement
was received for publication
from the Army Council of
The Irish Republican Army
through the Irish Republican
Publicity Bureau and signed
J. J. McGarrity, Runai.

“In May 1972 the IRA
ceased all aggressive
military action and declared
its intention of acting only in
a defensive or retaliatory
role against repressive
forces in future. This was a
restatement of the role
outlined by the Irish
Republican Army in 1969 and
from which it had deviated
after the introduction of
internment in 1971. The
policy of defence and
retaliation is still the current
policy of the IRA and is
unaffected by the decisions
of other groups.

‘“Throughout the 1960’s the
Irish Republican Army had
emphasised that its role as
the Vanguard of Revolution
was to unite people in
struggle and that in the
particular circumstances of
the North a purely military
campaign would be divisive
and counter revolutionary. It
was for this reason that the
Army Council recognised
that the formation of the
Provisionals and their
determination to embark on
a bombing campaign, was
the greatest menace facing

Revolutionary Republicans.
Their fears and forecasts of
the disasters which would
flow from such a campaign
have been only too ac-
curately borne out. The
potential for revolution
which existed up to late 1970
in both North and South, has
been smashed and the people
have been slowly beaten into
the ground in a manner
which the British could never
have done. The vast in-
ternational support which
the Irish struggle had up to
that time has been bombed
out of existence. The
floodgates of repression and
reaction have been opened
up and the sectarian forces,
which had been discredited,
are once more dominant
over a hopelessly divided
working class. In 1974 the aid
of the British working class
was spurned and they were
bombed into the arms of the
Tories and fascist National
Front.

‘“For the past few years
the Irish Republican Army
has exerted every possible
pressure on the Provisionals
to call off their bombing
campaign and give the
people a chance to par-
ticipate in the struggle
against British Imperialism.
The Army Council therefore
welcomes the Truce called
by the Provisionals. It is only

the fascist and reactionary
forces throughout Ireland
and Britain who do not
welcome it. They are now
worried and confused
because their greatest ally,
the bombing campaign, is
gone.

‘‘All the Irish participants
in the conflict in the North
both Loyalists and Re-
publicans, have now ended
aggressive military action.
If there is to be an end to
violent conflict the British
forces must also end their
aggression. We therefore
call on all left wing political
organisations and all trade
unions, tenant and com-
munity associations and
other organisations of the
people throughout Ireland
and in Britain to exert the
maximum pressure on the
British Government to
respond to the wunilateral
actions on the Irish side. The
minimum response expected
is immediate release of all
internees and withdrawal of
troops to barracks. This
beginning would lay the
groundwork for ending
military conflict. The con-
ditions would then exist for
rebuilding the struggle of the
people which was so
tragically broken. The
people are asking for peace
so that they can then renew
the fight for justice.’

From our catalogue.
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Duleek Irish Wolfhounds

Specialising in Breeding Irish Wolfhounds.
Exporters to the Continent and the U.S.A.
IRISH WOLFHOUND PUPPIES FOR SALE

Litter due first week January. Ready for export the
first week of March 1975.
Sire, Irish Champion Dam, winner of two green stars.

Details from: Michael Madden, Athcarne, Duleek, Co,
Meath, Ireland. Phone 041-25226.
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formed on the Irish peoples stnlnle against British Imperialism

THE INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE IRISH  REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT

Subscription Rates. Britain £1. Europe/Asia/Africa, £2.

All orders to: International Affairs Bureau, "Irish Republican
Movement, 30 Gardiner Place, Dublin, Ireland.

Amount Enclosed

erica/Australia/New Zealand, $5.

Best of Sean Magulre
Na Fili. Traditional Irish Music.

THE WIDEST SELECTION
OF FOLK RECORDS IN
IRELAND.

0




FORWARD

In retrospect 1974 can be seen
as the year in which the
Ropublicln Movement con-
solidated its claim to be the only
party capable of representing the
Irish working class in the North or
South.

(_)ur performance in elections,
while leaving much to be desired,
demonstrated particularly in
Nonh‘ East Cork, that there is a
growing  awareness  that
Republican politics are the
politics of the Future. The
substantial vote obtained in the
North in the face of Provisional
abstentionism, SDLP sec-
tarianism and Unionist hatred
reminds us that we have not only
survived the disastrous past five
years but are now in the position
to increase our support among
the people.

One notable victory which
others have claimed must not go
unrecorded. It was the Belfast

and County Antrim Executive of ‘

Republican Clubs which led the
successful fight against the
Belfast Ring Road. The working
class of the Falls and Shankill
desperate for homes can be
grateful that so much energy was
expended on this issue by our
members.

Internationally thanks to the
Anti-Imperialist Festival we are
recognised as a serious socialist
revolutionary organisation.

This is no small gain and in the
years to come our foreign
comrades, united with us
through the Festival and similar
international activity of the past
two years, will be a source of
strength in our struggle against
Imperialism.

We have also worked suc-
cessfully in housing, farming and
industry recognising that
Republicanism stands with the
people at the point where their
need is greatest.

It must be remembered that
what we have achieved was done
in face of repression, im-
prisonment, discrimination and

1S P! 1tation of
our objectives. This is not self-
praise but a necessary
recognition of our past so as to
better understand where we now
stand.

Having assessed our position
truthfully we must plan for the
future. For it is only through
deliberate rational planning that
we can become the party at-
tracting the best of the working
class and the intellectuals.

Our immediate need is to
intensify education within our
own ranks, ensuring that there
are none who remain even in
partial ignorance of our goal who
later can say, this was not my
aim. An educated conscious
dedicated organisation will not
appeal to the romantic, the

gotistical or the lutionary
gad flys. It will appeal to those
determined to win a 32 County
Socialist Republic. 5

We must intensify our activity
in every sphere of the struggle
against Imperialism aware that
while history is on our side that
only we can ensure final victory.

Boston, 1890, E. G.
F'lsn‘):xn when still only &
teenager, was one of twenty-
six delegates at an IWW
convention in 1907, corrll-
trolling seventy votes. She
was destined to win the same
reputation as Mother Jones.
She boasted six generations
of Irish rebels in her family
and kinship with George
Bernard Shaw on her
mother’s side. She was 2
soapbox orator in New York
City at seventeen, and during
her years with the IWW
became known as ‘‘the red

that area
campaign of agitation and
free speech, against the low
wages and poor conditions.

flame'’ and ‘‘the Joan of Arc
of the working class’’. She
was one of the four leaders
who first adopted the task of
establishing the IWW as a
revolutionary union.
Between 1907 and 1916 the
IWW conducted about 30
major free speech fights of
up to six months duration.

instigated a saw spinners, Weaverg

Before long Fresno's P
cells were filled with m]ﬁ“"n
Wobblies, lecturlng ":a'“
guards on the class sty e
and singing their ’amgle
songs of class conf);

Conditions in women's cﬂ.
were as deplorable a5 thelh
in men’s. Gurley Flyp,
heroine of many free Speeucl;

One of the most notable took battles, Swroteiia Bvivig
place at Fresno in 1910. description of her ordeaj_
Under the leadership of The great strike
Little, the fruit workers of January 1912 in Lawl'en:;

spoolers and other Worke;
swarming, to the streetg
spontaneous protest adop.

@ Even today It Is “better to starve fighting than to starve working”’.

Something In the order of £2,000 was subscribed to
the Bullding Fund for the Movement’s Gardiner Place
headquarters In 1974. While the Movement Is grnlly,

ol

pp! of the o e
this amount It must be polnfed out that If any real
progress Is to be made in developing our headquarters
a far greater effort will have to be made by members
and sympathisers during 1975.

There Is little point In saying that the Movement
should have all types of services unless an effort 19
provide money to supply the accommodatlon to hous¢
them Is forthcoming. And unless the response, par

from b Itself, lm-

m of the
proves vastly this talk will never be turned Into actlon-
The space is avallable at Gardiner Place, let U
de(\:v:lo it. ce
nsider what Is possible. A fully stocked referen
library equipped with research facllitles, In particuls”
material on economics, up to date statistics and ¢
comprehensive flling system. This could also be the
headquarters of the Education Department !
storage facllitles of audlo visual alds and facllltles ¥
the preparation of educational lectures and tapes
The head office must be more than slmply the et
office of the Dublin Sinn Feln. It must be (¢
o y activity ¢
dinatlng A ing all the many
facets of political actlvity. are
The guiding Iples of our ﬂril“""m our
education, agltation and organlsation; 5.
headquarters must be a centre for educatlon, agit?
and organisatlon to live up to its potentlal- .,
~ The basle requirement for revolution ls educt/%
and the primer of education Is the printed ¥°

P
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IREBEL GIRL

GURLEY F

ting the cry '‘Better to starve
fighting them than to starve
working!'' Elizabeth, Big
Bill Hayward and other well-
known Wobblies went
straight to Lawrence to
organise the strikers who
were, by the middle of
January, beginning to lose
enthusiasm in such cold
weather. However, the shock
of militia men hosing them
with icy cold water in sub-
zero temperatures united the
workers again and probably
saved the strike. :

The interesting thing about
the Lawrence strike was the
way the workers responded
on an ethnic basis. When
they struck it was as if the
great American melting pot
had suddenly boiled over, for
they represented at least
twenty-five different
nationalities. Gurley Flynn,
the ‘‘red-flame’’, who played
a prominent part in the
strike, estimated that only 8
per cent of the strikers were
born in the United States.
The end of January brought
the imprisonment of three
important Wobblies.
Elizabeth, along with
Hayward, Trautmann and
Heslewood launched a
campaign for them, and
formed a defence com-
mittee. Her anarchist lover,
Carlo Tresca, was also
prominent in the campaign
to free the three men.
Tresca, an Italian-born
writer who came to the
United States in 1904, lived
with Gurley for thirteen
years. Later he became a
leader of the Anti-Fascist
Alliance and was
mysteriously assassinated
on the street in New York
City in 1943,

On January 27th, 1913, 800
workers at the Doherty Silk
Mill, Patterson walked out in

party without Its own printing facilities Is a party

protest against some un-
justified firings. Within a
month the strike had hit the
whole town. Over 25,000
workers idle and 300 mills
closed; the employers were
in 'a fighting mood.
Therefore, in February the
police arrested three IWW
organisers, Gurley Flynn,
her lover Carlo Tresca and
Patrick L. Quinlan, of the
Socialist Party, at a mass
meeting. Mayor McBride of
Patterson defended the
arrests by maintaining that
Patterson was invoking ‘‘the
ancient right of cities to rid
themselves of undesirables’’
but it was difficult to prove

anything against the trio at |

this stage and they were
released on six month's bail.
The strike lasted through the
summer, at the end of which
Gurley and her lover were
sentenced to from two to
seven years. They were later
acquitted.

At the end of 1913 began the
important policy conflict.
What was the purpose of the
IWW? Was it simply a

platform for soapbox orators -

in the Far West? If so it could
manage with a minimum of
control. If it existed to found
revolutionary industrial
unions, as its pioneers had
foreseen in 1905, it would
have to accept more internal
discipline. The problem
sprang in part from the
contrasting philosophies of
the anarchists and syn-
dicalist factions of the
movement. Anarchists like
Carlo Tresca and James
Rowan resisted any sort of
political control in principle.
They were decentralisers.

One of the main opponents
to these was Gurley Flynn,
who as a syndicalist, like
Hayward and Ettor and the
majority of the General

\

@ Ellzabeth Gurley Flynn.

Executive Board, were
centralisers who favoured
greater control from
headquarters to prevent the
IWW dissipating its energy
on fruitless free speech
fights and propaganda
battles.

Frank Little and other
extreme decentralisers felt
IWW policy should include
wrecking and sabotage as
well as go-slows and strikes.
In the pamphlet on sabotage,
Gurley Flynn defined it as
“‘the withdrawal of ef-
ficiency . . . either to slacken
up and interfere with the
quantity, or to botch in your
skill and interfere with the
quality, of capitalist
production . . . Sabotage is
not physical violence,
sabotage is an internal,

industrial process . . . it is.

simply another form of
coercion."”

Before Joe Hill’s execution
Gurley Flynn played a
leading role in all the ac-
tivities to free him. In
gratitude Hill dedicated his’
song The Rebel Girl to her.

In 1916/17 public opinion
began to sway against the
IWW. The leadership or-
dered all members to submit
to arrest. They did so. The
idea that the IWW should
resist arrest had been ex-
pounded most forcefully by
Gurley Flynn and Joseph
Ettor. But they had been

expelled from the IWW by~

the GEB for lack of
solidarity in 1916. Because of
the expulsion Gurley was
released soon after her next
arrest. She raised 5,000
dollars in a few weeks from
women alone for a defence

fund. g

Finally, on April 1, 1918,
there appeared in the huge
white: marble Federal
courtroom in Chicago 101
members of the IWW
charged with sabotage and
conspiracy to obstruct the
war. The trial, which lasted
five months, was at that time
the longest criminal trial in
American legal history.
Though 101 defendants were
at the bar, it was an
organisation, indeed, a
philosophy, that was being
prosecuted.

Elizabeth escaped
prosecution during all these
trials, because of no longer
being part of what was
known as ‘‘Bolshevism
American-style’’. She was
greatly influenced by the
Russian Revolution, but like
many Wobblies, hesitated to
join a political party, and did
not finally throw in her lot
with the Communist Party
until 1937.

without a volce. Our print shop at the moment com-
prises of a small, dark, lll-equipped room too cramped
to print adequate amounts of literature. New printing
presses, and room for storage and collation must be
provided. Added to this the screen printing sectlon
which has already achieved very high standards with
limited facilities must be expanded. The only thing we
cannot print is money and for that we rely on you.

The baslc essentlals have been mentioned but the
space Is avallable for the provision of tecture halls,
meeting rooms, recreational facllitles, a cafeterla
and, of course, a greatly expanded UI book shop.

But all of these will remaln only a plpe dream unless
the money is provided. Cumalnn, clubs, Indlviduals
can make the dreams real If they put their shoulders to
the wheel. The provision of flnance for the
headquarters bullding fund should be on the agenda at
every meeting of every Cumann and Club. What are
you planning to do this month? Have you any ldeas
which could be utilised?

The maln part of the cash required wlll have to come
from ft il raffles and collectlons organised by the
Movement. To date Individual contributions have been
the source of a conslderable part of the amount sub-
scribed.

Contributlons recelved during the month were:
£127C.0 h ereford, land.

. Bird, Wellington, New Zealand.
: Tom Troy, Dublin.
€1: Anonymous.

Subscriptions should be forwarded to Padralg Mac
Callalg, Sion Feln F ters Fund, 30 I
Place, Dublin 1,
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On July 28th, 1937, King George
VI of England came to Belfast on a
State visit. His arrival was heralded
by the LR.A. with the famous
‘Bonfire on the Border', when the
Customs Huts all along the length of
the ‘Border’ were burned to the
ground in simultaneous actions in
the early hours of that morning. This
operation was commemorated in a
ballad by Brian O'Higgins (Brian na
Banban), a rousing ballad which for
many years was sung with relish at
Republican functions throughout the
country.

Earlier in the same month, the
Republican Monument in Milltown
Cemetery had been severely
damaged in an early morning ex-
plosion, the second such bomb at-
tack on the Republican Plot. The
ghouls of Belfast Unionism were on
the prowl again. Croppies, lie down!

About this time I became a
member of the Fianna, on the.advice
of friends who felt that this was the
best introduction to Republican
activism for one who had lingered so
long on the threshold. This was the
first step into a new way of life

which was to last the best part of ten .

years.

Fianna Eireann was founded
some sixty years ago by Liam
Mellowes and Countess
Markievicwz (the Red Countess) as
a Republican Scout Movement
which would offset the.anglicising
influence of the British Scouting
Organisations. Their primary aims
were the promotion of Irish culture,
language, history, games and
pastimes, and the fostering of the
spirit of Republicanism, and the
desire for the achievement of that
free Society in which alone these
things could prosper.

The response of the Youth of
Ireland of that time was tremen-
dous, and in a few short months
units of the ¥ianna were marching,
drilling and camping.in all parts of
the country. When, a few years
later, the Irish Volunteers were
formed, hundreds of trained Fianna
officers were available.to assist in
the initial tasks of organisation. In
the Easter Rising, and in the Tan
and Civil Wars which followed, the
Fianna played a conspicuous part,
many giving their lives for the
Cause they had adopted in their
earlier formative years.

Since, in N.E. Ulster, the Fianna
was, as it still is, a proscribed
organisation, and Fianna members
had to face the possibility-of arrest
and imprisonment along with their
older comrades of the I.R.A., only
youths of sixteen years and over
were, with some exceptions, ad-
mitted to membership. Many of

them indeed were destined to wear >

the felon’s cap. A
In the autumn, I was appointed
O/C of the Joe McKelvey -Sluagh,
and with Sean Morrissey, my very
capable Adjutant, soon became
deeply involved with training,
parades, lecturing, recruiting,
publicity and social activities. In
November I was admitted to the
Recruits Class of the I.R.A., and
after due preparation passed out for
the special parade of Declaration.
‘I promise to promote and foster
the aims and objects of Oglaigh na h-
Eireann to the best of my knowledge
and ability, and to' obey all orders
issued to me by my superior - of-
ficers %
" This was the declaration taken by
every man on entering the ranks ofl
the I.R.A. from the Recruits Class.
Here was no bloodthirsty oath, in-
voking Almighty God as its Awful
Witness, binding men by the fear of
death, and threatening direst
penalties on those who might fall-by
the wayside. Instead, here was a
simple act of faith in, and loyaltyllo.
the Irish Republican Army, binding
on the individual only so long as he,

chose to remain a member.

No man was ever forced into
membership of the I.LR.A.; no man

could ever be so forced. Neither was -

any unwilling man ever compelled
to retain his membership, once he
had decided to sever his connection

course there existed; that com-
pulsion which acts on a man from
within himself; that compulsion
which, arjsing from a deep, perhaps
instinctive understanding and ap-
preciation of his country’s condition,
impels him to take the plunge into a.
new, completely different life which
can offer to those who embrace it
only the certain prospect of hard-
ship, persecution, calumny, the
hostility, maybe, of his own family
and friends, imprisonment, ill-
treatment, ending, in some cases, as
it did in the Forties, with a lonely
death on the scaffold, or before a
firing-squad. X =

As compensation, the Volunteer
has the deep, lasting satisfaction
and peace of mind of the man who
now lives and acts in accordance

- with his strong convictions, the man

who not only believes in and desires
Freedom,.but consciously and
deliberately commits himself, - his
future prospects, his very life itself
in the struggle to realise his Dream.

The young.man who, believing
and recognising the need of his
People for Freedom, fails to act and
live according to that belief, is
already a tragic failure. He whose

Here was no bloodthirsty
oath, invoking Almighty
God as jts Awful Witness,

binding men by the.fear of

n death, and threatening

direct penalties on those

who might fall by the

wayside. .

eyes have beheld the beckoning
Spirit of Freedom, and deliberately
turns his back on it, is indeed to be
pitied. SR

Since Sean and I were both
members of ‘E’' Company, our work
for the Fianna was not allowed to
suffer. We were generally able to

-arrange Fianna affairs so as not to
interfere with Army business, which
of couyrse had priority.

A clash between Fianna and
armed police .in Milltown Cemetery
on Sunday, December 12th, was my
first experience of the excitement
and danger which form a norn'_lal
part of the life of an active
Republican.

The annual commemoration of
the murder in 1922 by the Free State
of four I.LR.A. leaders held prisoner

.in Mountjoy, was traditionally

regarded as a Fianna event. This

-wiu:[ the Movement. Compulsion of

was principally because of early
Fianna associations with Liam
Mellowes, the first National
Organiser of Na Fianna, and one of
the four Progressive Republican
martyrs affectionately remembered
in verse and prose as Rory, Liam,
Dick and Joe.

To Milltown Cemetery then on -

that December afternoon we made
our way, quietly and in-
conspicuously, and gathered in our
respective units on the paths about
150 yards from the Republican
Monument. Then, at a signal from
the adjutant-in-charge, we paraded
and drilled for some minutes in
preparation for the march-off to the
graveside. As we executed the
shouted commands of the Distritt
Officer, a group of three' men ad-
vanced from a nearby path, and
stood watching " us for some
moments. Then one of them stepped
forward and shouted: * ‘‘Stop this
seditious behaviour at once’’. No one

paid- the slightest attention to him. °

The drilling continued.

The Detective-Inspector tried
again: “This is highly illegal. I
demand that you stop it"’. He might
just as well have announced that it

~ was going to rain, for all the notice

we took of him or his remarks.
Realising that talk in such cir.
cumstances was so much wasted
breath, the detective turned on his
heel and hurried from the cemetery,
followed by his two companions,
while the Fianna parade, flag flying,
and headed by Pat McCotter,
District O/C, marched to the
Republican Plot. There the
traditional ceremony of Republican
Commemorations was carried out;
following the oration a bugler played
the ‘“‘LastPost”’. Standing facing the
Falls Road end of the cemetery, I
could see the main entrance about
300 yards from the spot where we
were gathered. Suddenly, the main
gates burst open, and a flood of
uniformed men erupted into the

graveyard and, -Spreading out on

both sides, flowed like a fast-coming
tide over paths and graves alike,
Webley revolvers clutched in their
hands.

No one at the graveside moved,
not a word was spoken, not a head
turned until the final notes of the
bugler’s salute died away in the .
cold, quiet air. Then the 0/C
shouted: ‘‘Parade,- dismiss!"”. By
this time the police were within 50
yards of us and, waving their
revolvers threateningly and
shouting demands to surrender,
were advancing across the whole
width of the cemetery. Perhaps
under the mistaken impression that
we.were armed, they were not ad-
vancing as rapidly as they had done
when they - first appeared, and

_showed no great inclination to come

On the order “Dismiss’ we
broke ranks and made for
the side walls. Some
began to shout “Stand!
Stand!” and a hail of
missiles in the general
direction of the police
ferces caused them to
hesitate.

to close quarters with this large
gathering of youths and men.

On the order ‘Dismiss!” W
executed a smart right turn, broke
ranks and made for the side walls:
Some began to shout ‘Stand:
Stand!", and a hail of missiles,
stones and turves in the generdl
direction of the police forces caused
them to hesitate. A certain amount
of confusion ensued, with som®
climbing the walls to safety, others
pelting the police with whatever
came to hand, and many mort
uncertain whether the call to stan
had been an official order. When th¢

question was put to Pat McCotte!

then halfway over the wall, Wher®
the De La Salle Brothers W&ic
pulling Fianna lads to safety. Ui
reply was terse: “‘Get to hell oU
SRR McKelvey
Gathering some of the Mc!
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lads, Sean Morrissey and I raced
down the lower half of the cemetery,
easily out-pacing the Ilumbering
police, climbed the low wall, and
dropped into the Bog Meadows.
Squelching and splashing our way
thro’ mud and water, we came out to
safety in the streets about half-a-
mile from the cemetery wall.

Our losses had been remarkably
low, considering the circumstances
and the large number of the Fianna
involved. Six had been captured and
were later sentenced to terms of
imprisonment of up to six months’
hard labour. No one of our unit was
among those arrested. One of our
lads had indeed been captured, but a
quick-witted woman onlooker
stepped forward and cried: ‘‘Here,
that’'s my son, let him go; he just
came up to pray at his father's
grave'’'. Rather surprisingly, the
constable fell for the trick and
released the - boy, muttering
something about keeping a closer
watch on her son.

The early months of 1938 were
fully occupied with training classes
and parades. The classes were
usually held in the homes of
Republican sympathisers who were
not directly connected with any
organisation. As Company Finance
Officer, I was now charged with the
task of raising funds, which were
used almost as fast as we earned
them, to procure small quantities of
arms, often by purchase from
British soldiers.

Busy as we were with
organisation, training, intelligence
and fund raising activities yet, all in
all, these were rather quiet days.
The storms were still to come. In-
deed, there were no incidents of note
until after Easter when a series of
mysterious explosions stirred the
humdrum lives of the Volunteers.
Two of them wrecked the British
Army Recruiting offices in Donegal
and Alfred Streets. Later it became
known that these strange events
were not the work of the I.R.A., but
had been-caused by a small group of
men acting unofficially. Republican
intelligence was eventually able to
identify and arrest the men
responsible for this private cam-

paign.

Joe Doherty continues with his
personal recollections of the ‘30's; his
entry into Fianna Eireann and his
gradual development as a Republican.
Many of our readers will know of the

role that Joe Doherty played in the
‘40's as a senior member of the
Republican Movement prior to his
imprisonment.

Future articles will recall the tur-

Having learned the whereabouts
of the unofficlal arms dump, and
being assured that the explosive
materials could be quite safely

handled by women, senior officers,

arranged with Cumann na mBan to
have the stuff collected and returned
to Army control. To Bridie Dolan’s
lot it fell to pick up the materials in
the unofficlal dump, and on the
Saturday afternoon she went to the
house to carry out her task. As she
knelt on the floor of the little back
room, transferring the articles from
a carton to her bag, a terrific-ex-
plosion occurred, inflicting terrible
injuries on Bridie. With both hands
blown off at the wrists, and the sight
of both eyes destroyed, as well as
other grievous wounds, Bridle's life
was at first despaired of, but after a
few days it became clear that Bridie
would live.

The man chiefly responsible for
the unofficifal operations whose
main outcome was the tragic
maiming of Bridie Dolan, was af-
terwards sentenced to exile. Some
years later he was permitted to

‘return to Belfast and resume his

normal life in the community. For
Bridie Dolan, however, there was no
reprieve from her almost un-
bearable handicaps, and although a
fund was set up to provide for her
care and attention, nothing could
ever wipe out the consequences of
that Leeson Street explosion, or
restore to her the normal healthy
life which was her right.

It is quite natural and right for
Irish workers to hate and detest
British Power in Ireland, British
economic control in Ireland, British
military presence in Ireland, and to
campaign for their removal.

It is quite unnatural and wrong to
transfer that hate and detestation to
the British working-class, to their
homes, to their factories, to their
places of recreation. This self-
defeating policy serves only the
interests of middle-class
nationalism which, itself, is not
concerned with the plight of the Irish
working-class, except in so far as
that class can be used to further
their own reactionary designs.

The disastrous policy of bombing
the British mainland can have the
following consequences. It can
result in transferring sectarian
strife to the cities of Britain. It can
lead to the repression of large
sections of the Irish people resident,
in Britain. It can provide the British
Establishment with the opportunity
and the means of applying
repressive measures to their own
working-class and the excuse to
retain this hateful legislation on the
Statute Book. But, most significant
and most serious of all possible
cdnsequences, it can bring out the
alienation of the British working-

class, and destroy the basis for that

It is quite natural and right
for Irish workers to hate
and detest British Power
in Ireland and British
military presence in
Ireland.

support and sympathy which the
cause of Irish Liberty has always
enjoyed among the British masses.

The Bombing Campaign, whether
carried out in the North of Ireland or
in Britain is a Campaign of
Alienation. It is a Campaign of Hate
carried out against people rather
than against the system, aimed at

bulence of the ‘40's and the
developments which culminated in the
bombing campaign in Brita
many similarities between that pei
and the present confusion which exists
in the minds of many of our people.
Joe Doherty’s path to Republican
Soci was through those dif
years; xperiences recounted here
should help the uncertain to decide.

Memories
of the
Fianna and
the batons
of the
R.UC.

the working-class rather than at the
Establishment.

It has succeeded in widening the
existing chasm between the workers
of the North of Ireland. It can
achieve only the same ignoble end in
Britain.

The massacre and maiming of
innocent people serves only to delay
the ultimate, complete and absolute
unity of all workers of whatever sect
— in the long term, democracy’s
only safeguard. . .

In October '38, a mass meeting of
Republican organisations was held
to protest against continued
detention of Republican prisoners in
Crumlin Gaol. All units of the I.R.A.,
in the Belfast area were mobilised
for this big event, and thousands of
people, mainly from the Falls
district, joined with the Volunteers,
Fianna and Cumann na mBan to
make it one of the largest demon-
strations in years.

At that particular time, the
Council for Civil Liberties was
carrying out an investigation into
the conditions of political life in
Northern Ireland. The Belfast
Republican leaders decided to take
advantage of the presence of
members of that Council, and
determined  to give them a
demonstration of the lack of
freedom in the North by holding this
mass meeting.

The demonstration of protest was
expected to draw down the usual ban
on meetings which, according to the
Special Powers Act, were likely to
lead to a breach of the peace.
However, no action whatever was
taken to proclaim the meeting, or to
interfere with.it in any way, and on
the appointed Sunday afternoon we
gathered at the junction of Alma
Street and the Falls Road, each
company occupying the position
previously assigned to it, prepared
for the trouble we considered
inevitable. Prior to the com-
mencement‘of the demonstration,
our O/C circulated among us with
the following instruction:— ‘‘Our
orders are that we must provoke a
baton-charge. Short of attacking the
police, we will do anything
calculated to achieve this. We must
have a baton-charge.”

The meeting began. Speaker after
speaker came forward on the
platform where the Tricolour
floated proudly and defiantly in the
light autumn breeze, and attacked
the Northern Tories and the British
Connection with the most in-
flammatory speeches heard on the
streets of Belfast for many a long
day. The strong force of police
present in the vicinity made no

attempt whatever to interfere with

the course of the meeting, or to
restrain the speakers, even when

SEACHT
they themselves were the targets of
bitter, though well-deserved at-
tacks,

Nothing but the truth was spoken
from the platform on that afternoon,
the truth was more than sufficlent,
but it was a rare exp:rlence lg;
Republicans to hear these wort
sprﬁten without having to withstand
a viclous attack by heavily armed
police. They too had had their orders
— whatever happened, however
‘gseditlous’ the speeches, the
demonstration was to be allowed to
continue without interruption, and
so prove to the world in general, and
to the Council of Civil Liberties in
particular, that civil and political
liberty did, in fact, exist in Belfast.

After more than two hours of
unrestrained speech-making, the
meeting came to an end. Then about
1,500 of us surged into the roadway
and, linking arms marched about
ten abreast down the Falls Road,
singing Republican songs and
ballads, while the police walked
quietly along the pavements,
striving to keep up with the leading
sections of the procession. ' Still
nothing happened, and eventually
we reached Hastings Street R.U.C.
barracks. There we massed on the
roadway and pavements, and gave
them the ‘‘Soldier’s Song'’, which
was good for a baton-charge in any
other normally abnormal time. Still
no reaction from the police. But, as
we finished with the words ‘‘we’ll
chant a soldier’s song’’, a hail of
stones shattered the front windows
of the barracks. A few moments
later the police poured through the
double-doors, batons drawn, and
made straight for us.

Next morning, the ‘‘Irish News”’
carried banner headlines:

“Wild scenes at Protest meeting’’.

““Baton-charges on the Falls
Road".

Our object had been achieved —

we had won our baton-charge!
_ On a November day in County
Donegal, a heavy explosion wrecked
a small house in Castlefinn and
caused the deaths of three L.R.A.
officers. They were J. J. Kelly,
Jimmy Joe Reynolds, and Charlie
M’Cafferty. The first two men were
killed outright while M'Cafferty died
later from his severe injuries. To the
uninitiated, like me, this tragedy
was something of a mystery, and
many of us wondered why large
quantities of explosives were being
handled and assembled in such an
out-of-the-way place. The events of
January, now only two months
away, were to make clear to us that
these three men were the first I.R.A.
casualities in a new fight for
Freedom.

Of course, since the summer, a
certain amount of tension and
feeling of expectation had built up
within the Republican ranks, a
feeling that a crisis was coming in

There we massed on the
rosdway and pavements,
and  gave them the
“Soldier’s Song”, which

which the I.R.A. either by choice, or
through sheer necessity, would be
impelled to action.

The European crisis of Sep-
tember-October, culminating in the
Munich Agreement, had brought the
world to the brink of war from which
the unprepared Government and
people of Britain had recoiled with
an almost audible shudder; a
conflict between market-grabbing
Imperialist Powers, and one in
which the Republican Movement
would have no part, except on its
own terms, and with its own in-
terests and objectives in mind.
From the obvious and hardly-
concealed preparations for War in
Europe, the I.LR.A. Executive drew
its own 1 and speeded its
own plans for direct action against
British rule and the British con-

_nection in Ireland.
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To say that the policy of the Republican

Almost 90,000 people are now out of
work in the South. The policy of entry
into EEC and the policy of paying millions
of the tax-payers money to wealthy multi-
national firms in order to induce these
firms to set up branches in Ireland has
been proved a failure. The policy of of-
fering tax-concessions to giant firms
North and South has proved a failure. It
has not prevented the growth of
unemployment in the North; 40,000 are
now unemployed in the North.

The Labour Party are in Government in
partnership with one of the big capitalist
parties. At the next election they will pay
a high price for the policies of Keating and
O'Brien.

When the Resources Protection
Campaign canvassed Keating’s con-
stituency, on the question of holding
Navan for the people, over 90 per cent of
those canvassed declared against a sell
out to the Tara mining Co.

Keating was forced to seek a more
complex formula which would allow
private enterprise to grab mineral wealth
which is the property of the Irish people
Tara sacked 300 workers and a great
shout was raised because 300 were
unemployed; 90,000 out of work does not
generate the same indignation. Perhaps
the firms who accepted the IDA grants
and the tax concessions do not wish the
general public to know how many jobs,
which they were paid to provide, have
gone out of existence.

Mr. O’Leary told one group of workers,
who met him in a effort to save their jobs,

hate it most the Green and Orange Tories, it should

“that there is nothing in the laws of this
country to prevent a firm closing down,
whether they are making a profit or not”.

It is obvious that Irish capitalism cannot
provide employment for the people of
Ireland, that is why in both the North and
the South ALL sorts of concessions were
used to enduce the multi-nationals to
come to Ireland. This policy has been
attempted in many parts of the world and
in every case has proved a failure.

We are potentially a rich country; we
have resources and we have an intelligent
and skilled work-force. There is enough
land in Ireland to produce food far in
excess of what we require to feed our-
selves; we need planned production of
food to meet our own needs. and for
export. We are an island; a national policy
to exploit our seas is now more necessary
than ever before. Trawlers from all the
sea-going nations fish our coastal waters;
there is no plan to farm our seas.

Cattle are exported on the hoof or even
when slaughtered in Ireland the hides are
usually exported. The ores from our mines
are exported in a raw state and we pay a
high price for imported finished products
made from the same minerals as those
exported from Ireland in a raw state.

The price of money is higher than ever
before; people in dire need of new
housing cannot afford the high interest
charges — £13,000 on an £8,000 loan.

Building workers are unemployed while
people need new housing. The media
blame the building workers wages for the

‘and ongoing situ

high cost of ho
that wages gre "0 ad ignore
costof 3 house h ignaller par
years ago,  wg the case

Usin

S are
small gas cop, nie:bwed L
them down and by 3 arflef '
market for their g, :;ddoltr;g c
ucts —

Al the capitai
that the ecoﬁ';?::‘:'e in Irelar
do not accep; . FoCeSSIOr
suffering for the |,:,;nslh'my
the oil-pruducing; '?°p|? B
price of °“.Whichm:me: or 1
recession. The cagp) s
state know as oy ‘iam&“
high COstof o i s result o
cor:ﬁinlgs :?lot 10 vay increase
make :pl::ar:g:-m'mm-ess- o
business to m: o pEtaliet
r Make the greatest.
profit.

To launch a "buy tgh™ cam
present circumstancs jszin no
answer to Ireland's potlems.. Pe
are trying to “make mds meet’”
are 90,000 out of work— will bu
as possible and get the best
bargain.

In Ireland, in both e North
South, there is a systen of state
private enterprise. The people”
should be used to set1p state er
based on what we prodice ours
which would be regansible
elected to govemmentin- Irelar

ation in vhich

ties

Moveément is unchanged as regards the North (and
the whole of Ireland for that matter) is not to say
that we are the country’s political ostriches.
Rather it is a claim to the belief that Republican
policies and politics are the only correct basis for
peace and progress in the North.

We have long asserted that the two fundamental

problems to be solved were the’ending of sec-
tarianism and the development of democratic
structures within the Six Counties. This should in

no way be taken to mean that Sinn .Fein or the
. Republican Clubs are prepared to acquiesce in the
continued presence of British Military or political
power in the North. We are simply stating that the
unity of people, irrespective of their religion, in
spite of their different forms of reugioq is the
Republican way, Tone's way, Connolly’s way,
~McKelvey’s way of winning peace and freedom.

This has always been an unpopular doctrine -

with some people and when we look at those who

" at least be a clue to the fact that it is the most

dangerous policy possible. Dangerous for those
who have maintained themselves in power like
Faulkner, Brookeborough and others or who seek
to gain or regain power like Craig, West or Paisley
and Hume. <

* In the coming year the Republican Movem
will intensify its fight against sectarianism. Fe‘:)l:

= thisis not only a fight for peace, it is a fight to avert

the real danger of a grave and terrible civil war.
There are some who say, if there is to be a civil
war, let it come quickly. Apart from the obvious
fact that this is anti-Republican, it ignores the fact
that such a war would set the cause of
Republican Socialism back for generations
with not only loss of life but loss of hope. .

Our call for peace does not come at this time as
an echo of the recent clerical demands. We see
peace as the creation of democratic structures, not
an end to violence but the beginning of a positive
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For farmers in the 6 Counties, 1975 promises to be
just as bleak and probably worse than 1974.
Whether you are Catholic or Protestant makes no
difference, the policies laid down for you by the
EEC and the British government will prove fatal
for the majority. For the minority, namely the big
farmers, the coming year will prove another step in
the right direction and again religion makes no
difference. 4

Agriculture will remain the largest single in-
dustry in the 6 Counties during 1975. At present
53,000 people are employed in agriculture and the

average farm size Is only 50 acres, half the average
size for England. Half of the 6 County farms
produce only 20 per cent of the total agricultural
output and their income is below the minimum
Agricultural wage. Only 10 per cent of Northern
cereals are home produced and pigs and poultry
production (55 per cent of the total output) are
therefore dependent on imported cereals (90 per
cent) and on export markets.

Northern farmers are represented at Brussels by
a British Minister for Agriculture. Britain and
Germany favéur a cheap food policy (Britain
imports two-thirds of its food while the North ex-
ports two-thirds) while Britain and France favour
high cereal prices to help their own farmers while
90 per cent of the cereals are imported into the
north. -

Britain and the EEC also favour large farms
while the majority of northern farms would be
classified as TRANSITIONAL under the EEC
Directive 159 and so will be phased out of existence
with typical EEC tactics of reduced grants for pig
producers and none for poultry producers.

Northern farmers also suffer from the British
connection. British based multi-national food-
processing plants cream off the profits from milk
while dairy farmers pay for expensive calfnuts
(with depressed calf prices) and dairy ration.

A group of 15 feed farms — mainly British based

lies like U and Rand, Mons & Mc-
Dougal, Ltd. control the Northern market and
make vast profits at the farmers expense. Ranks
(Irl.) Ltd. — a subsidiary of Rand, Mons and
McDougal made a profit of £1.7 millions in 1973 —
an increase of almost half a million pounds over the
previous year.

In the year commencing May 1972 the price of
feeding stuffs rose by 50 per cent — one of the
many benefits the SDLP, the Ulster Farmers
Union and the Unionist Party did not tell farmers
about prior to ’72. The other major cost of
production is fertilisers which increased in price by
25 per cent during 1973. 80 per cent of the market is
controlled by Richardsons, a subsidiary of ICI —
the British based multi-national chemical com-
pany.

Store cattle producers are in dire economic
straits, while meat, allowed to rot in a massive beef
mountain and while butchers make profits of £80
plus per beast killed. The EEC has meant no
bonanza for Northern farmers because Germany
and Britain encouraged the EEC to import 900,000
tons of cheap Argentinian and Urugayan beef while
store cattle are unsaleable at half last years prices.
Northern farmers urged to change from dairying to
beet, with incentives, are now being told to change
back as the advice has proved disastrous. A
Rqublican Manifesto for Northern Agriculture
would — 5

1. Break the connection with Britain which only
guarantees that the interests of 6 Co. Farmers are
ignored while the interests of large British Cereal
Growers are promoted — to the detriment of
Northern' pig and poultry industry. ¥

2. As feedstuffs and fertilisers are the two major
costs of production in northern agriculture and as
thousands of cattle will starve to death this winter
and next spring unless radical measures are taken
— we demand that the fertiliser and feedstuff in-
dustry be nationalised under farmer/worker
control and that fertilisers be made available on
credit at cost price for early grass and feedstuffs
also be available at cost price to feed stock over the
winter/spring. %

3. That farmers withdraw support from the
Ulster Farmers Union which favours only the
minority of ranchers and landlord and alse with-
draw their support from the SDLP and the Unionist
Party which also were in support of EEC mem-
‘bership.

4. That the food processing industry be
nationalised under Farmer/state control thus
enabling farmers to receilve a decent price while
consumers could buy cheaper food.

5. T_hst pending total withdrawal from the EEC,
we rejeci Directive 159 of the EEC as being un-
suited to the majority of farmers in the 6 Counties
and we call for improved grants for small holders
to develop their farms.

0 6. :I‘o implement these objectives we call for the

t of a i tarian farmers
organisation in the North which will represent the
interests of ordinary working farmers.
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Hungary is a small country situated in
Central-Eastern Europe. Its situation —
at the historical junction of Eastern and
Western Europe, as well as
Mediterranean and Turkish influences —
is the major factor which has determined
its complex history. Today it has a
population of ten million people, two
millions of ‘whom live in the capital,
Budapest, which is one of the most
beautiful cities in Europe.

The Hungarians have a long and proud
history of struggling to build their own
independent nation. The Magyars are
regarded as having been the original and
main ethnic influence in the Hungarians.
They first appeared in Hungary in 895
having been driven from their former
homeland in the Ural mountains. They
became christianized in the 9th Century
and proceeded to build up all the trap-
pings of a medieval feudal state. Bet-
ween 1200 and 1700 Hungary was a tur-
bulent country — invaded and occupied
by the Mongols and then several times by
the Turks. Peasant wars occurred
frequently as the peasants struggled to
free themselves from the oppression and
starvation visited on them by the feudal
nobility. Several times armies levied by
the nobles to. fight against the Turks
turned on the nobles themselves showing
an emerging class consciousness and
laying the seeds of a revolutionary
tradition which has survived in one form
or another to the present day.

Hungary was eventually incorporated
into the Austro-Hungarian empire
around the year 1700. It was in reality a
colony of Austria and there were many
parallels between its situation and that of
Ireland at the same time. The
development of industry was aborted,
national language and culture were
eroded and its people were used as
cannon fodder for the armies of the
Austria-Hungarian empire. Modern
Hungarian history began in 1848 when a
great nationalist and democratic
movement arose. A war of independence
was fought but did not succeed although
the nationalist won some concessions.

Austria-Hungary fought on the side of
Germany in the first world war and fell
apart in the chaos following its defeat.
Hungary became a bourgeois republic in
November 1918. The new Government
instituted some reforms but was unable
to break decisively with the old system —
for example it could not reform the
unjust and antiquated land system or
solve the problems of hunger and
unemployment which followed the war.

MEDICAL

TREATMENT
FREE TO ALL

@ A worker receives medicare.

As a result, the workers taking the
example of the Bolshevik revolution,:
seized power on 21st March, 1919 and, led
by the Hungarian Communist Party,
attempted to build a socialist state. The
attempt lasted 133 days and was crushed
as a result of mistakes on the part of the
government and a resurgence of right-
wing nationalism which was fed by the
reduction in size, of the country as a
result of the peace treaty of Trianon
which ended World War 1.

The collapse of the socialist govern-
ment was followed by a period of vicious
oppression of all socialist, democratic
and liberal ideas which lasted until
liberation by the Soviet Army in April
1946. The period of fascist power was a
time of dreadful hardship for the workers
and peasants which resulted in mass
unemployment and emigration. The
fascist leader, Horthy, entered the war
on the side of the Nazis and thereby
condemned hundreds of thousands of his
countrymen to useless slaughter.
Massacres of national minorities —
particularly Jews (the number of Jews
fell from 600,000 to about 150,000) were
carried out. After the war a coalition
government of communists, socialists
and liberals was set up. Following the
elections of 1947 the Communists and

Social Democratic parties united and a
socialist constitution was proclaimed in
August 1949.

In the past twenty five years Hungary
has become a modern industrialised
country which guarantees a secure life
and a continually increasing standard of
living to its citizens. Heavy industry and
coal-mines were nationalised in 1946 and
this process continued until, by 1850, all
enterprises employing more than 10
people became state owned.
Metallurgical, machine, aluminium,
chemical and electrical industries
(among others) have been built up in
socialist Hungary.

Hungarians pride themselves on their
social services which are run exclusively
by the state and paid for by an all-
embracing social insurance scheme. All
medical treatment is free and is of the
highest quality — there is one doctor to
every 400 people. Care of the aged is a
major concern in Hungary as old people
make up a higher proportion of the
population than in most countries (due to
a decreasing birth rate and Increasing
life expectancy). Forty-four per cent of

“the social service budget is spent on

pensions.”

The present socialist state in Hungary
is the conclusion of hundreds of years of
human struggle for dignity and freedom.
The difficulties did not end with the
assumption of power by the workers in
1949. For a while the leadership of the
Hungarian Working Peoples Party fell
under the control of a power-hungry
group headed by Rakosi which im-
prisoned and executed innocent working
people. This group was defeated and
expelled from the HWSP and from
power. The western press and bourgeois
politicians tried to use these events to
justify the counter-revolution in 1956.
This attack on the working people was
the last-ditch stand of the fascist and
right-wing elements who tried to turn
back the clock of history. They
assassinated socialists and took over
buildings and fired on workers killing
many of them. The government asked for
the intervention of Soviet Troops who
assisted in defeating the counter-
revolution. The former fascist leader,
Horthy, by now safely esconsed in
Portugal called on the U.S. to invade
Hungary. But the U.S. which had
irresponsibly egged on the right-wing
elements, realised that they would be
faced by the whole socialist power of the
workers of Eastern Europe and drew
back at the last minute.




re both Israeli-Jews who for
ars now have worked and

Wo

some

struggled for justice and agains all
forms of oppression in the ories
the of

PEOPLES

REPUBLIC

recognise th i-Jewish people and live in peace with the Jewish
popo\.?hﬁon of stine. You demanding that the Arab states
state that is based on apartheid

should unconditionally recogni r
directed against Arabs. Does WRL extend this demand

ly? For example, should the state of Van Thieu, called South

Israel. One of us, Uri Davis, is a
Council member of the War
Resisters’ [nternational, former
Vice-Chairman of the Israeli League
for Human and Civil Rights, and
counts himself politically as a
socialist revolutionary. The other,
Israel Shahak, is the Chairman of
the Israeli League for Human and
Civil Rights, and counts himself
politically as a liberal radical as
understood in the USA.

We have both read with a sense
of outrage the STATEMENT ON
THE MIDDLE EAST of the War
Resisters’ League as adopted by the
Executive Committee of the WRL at
an expanded meeting on March
2nd-3rd, 1974, as publiseed in a
pamphlet distributed by it. We
believe this statement is one of the
most dishonest and harmful statements on the ME and the lsraeli-
Palestinian conflict recently published.

We will criticise the above statement point by point:

ification and A f i

1. of Api

One thing must be put clearly, the kibbutz so praised by the WRL is
an id institution, in fact the most id institution in Israel.
No Palestinian citizen of Israel can become a member of any kibbutz.
This is because all the kibbutzim are situated on the lands of the
Jewish National Fund, the single most important apartheid land-
holding company in lsrael, which for some reason is not mentioned
by the WRL, and which constitutionally forbids any non-Jew
(meaning in Israel first and foremost any Palestinian) to live, cultivate

f

Vietnam, regardless of how it came into existence and what polu:m it
now pursues, be recognised unconditionally by everybody, including
the freedom fighters in Vietnam and the USA? Should the same right
d to Chile di i dless of how it came into

be
existence?
3. The WRL Proposed Solution to the Palestinian Problem.
The WRL supports the i of a P ini
state in the context of its advocated solution to the ME conflict.
It is stated that it is neither the WRL's role nor within (its)
capacity to suggest whether such a Palestinian state should be
created from the West Bank of the Jordan, now occupied by lsrael,
and Gaza, now also occupied br Israel, or from some other
geographic arrangement’. We should first point out that it is, in our
j the indis ble right of the P inian to return to their
ine, irrespective of whether these homes are
il in the post 1967 occupied
territories. We also must point out to the WRL that we support this
right even in the cases where the existing state of

destroyed the homes, razed the com_olsrin and violated the mosques _

We recognise that in some cases the houses of
Palestinians are now occupied by Jews, let alone the innumerable
cases where these have been destroyed. The right of the Palestinian
whose house is occupied, or has been destroyed, to be given a
human habitation as near to cestral home as possible is, in our
opinion, unquestionable, and is superior to any right of soversignty of
any state. In this we are merely describing the situation in lsrael,
where in order to build sprawling metropolis and high-rise apartm
quarters for exclusive lsraeli-Jewish use, innumerable Palestinian
villages and homes have been razed.
4. The WRL Doctrine of Collective and Inherited Guilt.
The WRL confirms that Christians of the West, who for centuries
have persecuted the Jews, have a direct obligation, out of the best in
their own tradition, to join Moslems and Jews, in such an in-

in question.

or lease any of its land holdings Therefore, the of the
kibbutz are collectively the bosses and the exploiters of their
Palestinian workers, whom they hire as wage
in kibbutz-owned factories especially for the most dirty and un-
pleasant types of work.

2. Recognition of the Existence of the State of Israel.

The WRL insists that ‘regardless of how |
it does now exist, and we beli
recognised by the Arab states etc . W
is nothing other than an instrument to achieve
social reality resides in the people. You are not asking the Arabs to

@ Yasser Arafat heads PLO.

’. This refers to the WRL proposal to establish a
itute ‘a moral the territorii

cordon of to of
integrity of all th tions involved’, umably in this way to
protect, in the manner thought most effective by the WRL, the
apartheid institutions of Israel. Also presumably, to prevent such
Palestinians as may want to return to their ancestral homes from
doing so. This horrible proposal is supported by a similarly horrible
doctrine of inherited guilt which, however, is supposed to affect the
Christians of the West only in the q ion of one i i
their persecution of the Jews. We should like to make it clear that we
not only do not believe, but are engaged in a serious struggle against
the doctrine of c‘:::r collective or inherited guilt. In the name of
i i the

houses of suspects and thro and families, including
babies, into the cold. In the name of this doctrine Jews were held
‘guilty’ by anti-semites, and especially by Nazis, for any sins that their

or indi | igi may have itted. In the
name of a parallel doctrine, the Zionists make all the Arabs or all the
Pal ans guilty of any act committed by a single Arab or a single

organisation. The same doctrine was used in the USA to
u

. We want to conclude by reminding every person who cares for
justice and peace in the Middle East, for it is our belief that no peace
can be established on any foundation other than justice — to realise
that one of the main for the inual policies i
and discrimination perpetrated against the Palestinian-Arabs,
whg(hnr Israeli citizens or not, is the exploitation of guilt feelings. of
Christians pursued by the Zionists and supported thoughtlessly by
orga ns such as the WRL. In this sense the WRL is directly
responsible for the daily itati iation and iminati
suffered by the Palestinians under lsraeli rule, because it refuses to
condemn and to oppose this discrimination and oppression, or
because it attempts to protect it by employing such ridiculous terms
about Israel as a society ‘in which the Arabs living within lsrael have
less than full citizenship’. We consider the employment of such
double standards to be one of the main causes of the continuing war
and suffering.

This is an abstract of a letter to “Free Palestine*
written by Uri Davis and Dr. Israel Shahak.

*
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Resistance,
consolidation
and advance

The following is a part of a speech delivered
by Tomas Mac Glolla on the current
economic state of the 26 Counties, at the Sean
Russell Cumann, Dublin.

In the South it is important that ordindry
men and women come to understand the lay-
offs, redundancies and rising prices are not
caused by some mysterious destinv whir‘h_lj <
outside the control of human action. The
reason for the crisis is simple. In Ireland
agriculture, industry and service em-
ployment are controlled by private em-
ployers, whose aim is to make the maximum
profit for themselves and in times of crisis to
shift their money either into speculation in
land or speculation in lending or in the last
analysis to send their money abroad. This
class which has no stake in Ireland has
allowed the commanding heights in
agriculture, namely the cooperatives to
become monopolies increasingly controlled
by British, American and Japanese interests.
In manufacturing industry this class has two
policies. Firstly, it invites foreign capital to
set up assembly plants, divorced from any
rational development of an Irish capital
goods structure. Second by merger and
takeover, aided by outside capital it con-
centrates industrial power in the hands of a
small group of companies, penetrated and
controlled by private banking system.

The name of this system is finance capital.
There is no mystery about this crisis. The
Irish private sector, which controls most jobs
is in the hands of a small group of employers
and financiers, linked by a web of direc-
torships to banking, agriculture, industry and
services. By definition, if Irish capitalism is
thus locked to American and European
monopoly capital, a crisis in Europe and
North America will be a crisis for Ireland.
The Irish Business class which threatens to
put two hundred thousand men and women
out of work and drive another hundred
thousand from the land, continues to
denounce countries where socialism has
ensured that there is full employment, no
inflation, that prices are actually reduced and
where the social welfare of the workers in
health, education and job opportunity is far
beyond that enjoyed by the Irish people.

The Policy of the Republican Movement in
1975 is to fight this sabotage of the Irish
Economy in three tactical stages. It urges the
broadest possible united front of the labour
and working class movement on a principled
basis to execute the policies which must be
adopted if 1975 is not to be another repetition
of the miseries of 1957. These policies are
resi i and a . The
first tactic that of resistance, involves the
conscious and disciplined support by
Republicans of the policies of the ICTU on
nationalisation of the banks, nationalisation
of natural resources and of holding the em-
ployer class to the terms of the National Wage
Agr The publi
urges the adoption of Connolly’s dictum to
squeeze the employers in a time of expansion
and in a time of recession to prudently guard
thelivelihood of workers by strengthening in
trade union organisation. In practice this
means the Republican Movement supports
the policy of talks for a new national wage
agreement and the defence of the lower paid
workers from employers who are trying to
avoid impl ting existing agr s. In
particular the private sector must be fought
vigorously if it tries to carry out its policy of
not implementing equal Pay.

Republicans must also ensure that there is
no repetition of old errors. To this end trade
unionists who become unemployed should be
organised not under the banner of an un-
differentiated unemployed movement, but
kept as members in good standing, of their
trade unions and should agitate under the

protection and with the support of their
unions.

The second task, that of consolidation must
be based on the fact that the State sector long
ridiculed and despised by the publicists and
propagandists of the Irish gombeens should
be expanded and strengthened. The success
of Bord na Mona in marrying the productive
skills of Irish workers to Ireland’s natural
resources serves as a model. The restrictions
in road haulage imposed by the Common
Market on C.LE. shows how the interests of
the Irish People in the state sector are ob-
structed.

The Republican Movement called on all
principled groupings on the Left to agitate for
the setting up of an Energy Supply Board with
the ESB and Bord na Mona placed in control
over the development of our oil and gas
wealth as outlined in our book The Great Oil &
Gas Robbery. Aer Lingus and C.I.LE. must be
encouraged with ths assistance of the ESRI,
the IIRS and other state bodies to develop
new and diversified production activities.
There has been no redundancy in state
companies. The lesson is clear. The Irish
Working Class needs more such companies.

Third tactic, the advance of working class
interests, will involve a vigorous political
campaign on four fronts.

Firstly, the IFA leadership which in reality
represents the interests of about 15,000
ranchers must be exposed for its cynical
manipulation of small farmer interests. The
monopoly  characteristics  of Irish
agriculture, the increasing involvement of
the banking system and international capital
in the food processing industries shows that
for the ranchers agriculture is an industry,
financed by the banks and international
cartels and managed by a tiny group of en-
trepreneurs describing themselves as far-
mers. The Republican Movement sees this
class, not as farmers, but as employers and
financiers. The expropriation of this class and
the nationalisation of ranchers was urged by
Michael Davitt almost one hundred years
ago. The Republi Movement 1 s
the initiative of small farm groups who are
studying the prospects of state and co-
operative farming.

Secondly, the strategy of the Cosgrave
Government which is to secure outright
majority for Fine Gael by constituency
gerrymandering is coupled with a deter-
mination to compromise the Labour
Movement. The unprincipled alliance bet-
ween Labour’s social democratic ministers
and the Fine Gael rancher and business class
must not be allowed to drag down the rank
and file of the Labour Party. The Labour
Ministers and their allies in certain trade
unions far from recognising the implications
of the Cosgrave strategy have instead
commenced a campaign of machine politics
in an attempt to use the trade union
movement to their own ends. These

ipulati made di i on united
front tactics imperative between the prin-
cipled parties and groupings of the left in
Ireland and require the steadfast resistance
by ordinary trade unionists against the
machination of the Labour aristocrats.

Third, the campaign for state control of our
natural resources involves on the one hand,
active support by every Republican for the
Resources Protection Campaign together
with vigorous agitation for the nationalisation
of the Town Gas Co's, the Kosangas/Calor
cartel and the coal monopolies and their
integration under the control of Bord na Mona
and the E.S.B. 3

Fourth, the bu:ldingbemduslry and the
banking system must the targets of a
broad campaign to withdraw them from the
private sector as to place housing and credit
in the hands of the State.
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Tomas Mac Giolla; Uachtaran Sinn Fein

Women second class citizens

1t would be incorrect to d_es_cribe women in
Ireland as second-classcitizens since the
cffect of some legislation is that they are not
recognised as citizens at qll.

The Constitution recognises ‘‘that by her
life within the home, woman gives to the State
a support without which the common good
cannot be achieved”. Despite this pious
platitude, thousands of women do.not have a
home or an income to allow them to perform
their valuable contribution to the common
cood in dignity and independence.

"It is unlikely that equal pay will be in-

é
b

® Fenlan St. squatters who were thrown onto the street.

troduced in 1975 despite periodic promises,
some positions in State Service are still
barred to women, R.T.E. makes a sizeable
proportion of its revenue from ad-
vertisements which depict women as cretins,
there are no women on the Council of State,
none in Ministerial positions or on juries.
There is one woman judge and a minute
number of women on Trade Union executives.
Education continues for the most part on
sexist lines and women continue to provide
cheap labour in unorganised employment.
Sinn Fein demands the introduction of

legislation to eliminate all legal-sanctions
against women before the end of this year. An
immediate start could be made with the full
implementation of the recommendations of
the Council on the Status of Women. To
eliminate sexist social attitudes, women
themselves must organise and fight.

To mark International Women's Year, Sinn
Fein will issue posters illustrating some
aspects of women's oppression, a booklet on
the present condition of women in Ireland and
hold a series of six lectures as part of the
Wolfe Tone Week in June.

Housing urgently needed

Mr. Fergus O’Brien T.D. called
a special Press Conference on
Friday last to outline drastic
actlon planned to combat the
problem of squatters and those
with rent arrears. None of the
press reports suggested that Mr.
O’Brien outlined any course of
action to deal with the acute
housing shortage in the Dublin
Corporation area. Mr. O’Brien is
just the latest in a long line of

public representatives wha™

cannot or will not see that the
only way to deal with squatters
and other homeless people is to
house them. That method is
simple, painless and, with the
people concerned, very popular.

Mr. O’Brien says that legal
action will be taken against the
“worst categories of the 781
squatters” and in “the most
blatant cases of witheld rents”.
Will Mr. O’Brien tell the public
exactly how many families this
covers, how many children are
involved and precisely what
preliminary arrangements
Dublin Corporation have made to
otherwise house these familles?
It is hardly intended to dump.
them and their effects out on the

side of the road. Is it intended to
put them Into sub-standard
housing and If so, where? What
steps will be taken to look after
mothers and children who suffer
mental and physical illness from
such housing conditions? It Is
not enough to tell us the frightful
amount of money needy families
are causing us by squatting or
witholding rents, how much will
it cost citizens to put their
children into care and thelr
mothers }nm psychiatric homes
and will the Dublin Corporation
take full and complete respon-
sibility for the results of their
actions.

We are expected to be shat-
tered by the figure of £1; million
in outstanding arrears. It would,
we are told, build 200 houses. In
1973, Dublin Corporation paid
£15,193,000 in loan charges alone.
According to Mr. O’Brien’s
figures this sum would provide
2,000 houses, a far more Im-
3 pressive figure In terms of the
waiting list of the Dublin Cor-
poration. If Dublin Corporation
were to retain this sum in an
emergency measure it could

Fducation starved

~ house 2,000 families and evict no-
one. Sinn Fein suggests this as a
more humane alternative to the
one proposed by Mr. O’Brien.

Squatting is a natural reaction
to the anarchical system of the
Dublin Corporation’s Housing
Department. It can only be ef-
fectively stopped, without im-
posing severe hardship, by
taking immediate emergency
measures to provide housing for
those families in need now. Rent
arrears will hardly be paid by
people who have been evicted.
The Natlonal Assoclation of
Tenants Organisation speaks for
the majority of local authority
tenants. It would be far more
sensible for Mr. O’Brien to
negotiate with that Organisation
in an effort to clear arrears than
to march In with balliff and police
and create riots all over the Clty.
1 would remind Mr. O’Brien that
the Minister for Justice
responsible for Introducing the
Forcible Entry Bill speclfically
stated that it would not be used
agalnst the homeless. Is Mr,
O’Brien less llberal than Mr.
Desmond O’Malley?

TRIDHEAG
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of money

Sinn Fein wishes to announce its support for
he current Union of Students in Ireland
ampaign for increased funding of education
tall levels. 1 S

In the present economic difficulty
Education is being dealt with like any other
non-essential item and is being cul-l?ack in
crms of grants to students and capital ex-
penditure  on  buildings necessary to ac-
commodate the students population.

One of the most glaring examples of the cut-
back is the College of Commerce in Rath-
mines, Dublin, where virtually all courses
flave been checked or otherwise curtailed by
4 long standing lack of finance, space and
uitable facilities.

With Social Welfare and the Hospital and
general health services Education is one
priority which no Irish Government should be
allowed neglect. Nevertheless, this present
Government, by forcing to a standstill vn_tal
funding  provisions and  expansion
programmes are sacrificing the education of

. thousands in its attempt to muddle through
the economic crisis created, in a large part,
by its own blinkered economic prospects. In
an Ireland rich in mineral wealth and with
huge reserves of gas and oil it is simply a mis-
statement of fact to claim that we as a
community cannot afford the best education
possible for all our _youth '

A Government which continues to cut back

in a scandalous fashion on finance for
education and which increases actual hard-
ship among the existing student population by
its refusal to upvalue grants while at the
same time handing out billions of pounds
worth of mineral wealth to native and foreign
big-business cannot claim to have any social
conscience, not to mention a socialist one.
Sinn Fein feels that some form of statement
from the Government on its intentions-in the
field of education is long overdue and sup-
ports the U.S.I. campaign in the knowledge
that only such a' campaign will force the
Government into some form of dialogue with
the community on the effects of its unspoken
policy of cutbacks in education finance.
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LE BLIANTA

‘Comhairle
na
Gaeilge

Fuair Comhairle na Gaellge bas go h-oifigiull an ml
seo calte. Ach ba shollelr le blianta beaga anuas nach
ralbh brl rlamh ann. Mheas a lan daoine nuair a
bunalodh ag Flanna Fall e direach tar els togchain na
bliana 1969 nach ralbh san rud ach modh ag Sean O
Loinsigh chun a bhulochas a theaspaint do Noel
Mulcahy agus cathaolrleacht rud elgin a thabhairt do.
Dulne on Irish il e a
chaith chuld malth de feachtas 1969 | gcaravan
ceannaire Flanna Fall mar comhairleoir.

Is solleir on ralteas a elsiodh chun bals an Comhairle
a fhogairt go ralbh clall ag na daolne lonnralce a
d’fhag e nualr a chonnaic slad nach ralbh ach seafold
ann on tus. Ritheann an ralteas:

“Tlonolladh an cruinniu delr h de Chomhairle
na Gaellge De hAolne, 20u Nollalg. Bhl lon ag
comhaltal na Comhairle rolmh-re Risteard O Rlain
Uas., T.D., Alre Airgeadals agus Alre na Selrbhise
Poibll agus Tomas O Donalll Uas., T. D. Alre na
Gaeltachta. Ghaibh na hAirl bulochas leo as ucht a
dhiogralsl a chuadar | mbyn olbre le culg bllana anuas,
agus as ucht bunmholtal a dheanamh faol Udaras
Gaeltachta agus Bord na Gallge, go ralbh glactha |
bprionsabal leo.

“‘Ag gabhall bulochals do thar ceann na Comhairle
duirt an Cathaolrleach, Noel O Moalchatha, go ralbh
an Chomhairle ag sull go mbeadh an Bord Gaellge
agus an tUdaras Gaeltachta a bhl a mbeartu ag teacht
le moltal na Comhairle. Gleasanna gan feldhm a
bheadh lontu seo muna mbeadh leagan amach orthu
agus acmhainnl agus cumhachtal acu den chineal a
mhol an Chomhalrle.

Bhi C le na Gaellge mi-shasta le culd de na
beartals a fogralodh | dtaca le feldhmlu an pholasal
nua, Mar gheall ar sin ba mhalth leo a alteamh go
laldir ar an Rialtas gan tullleadh athruithe maldir le
stald na Gaellge a bheartu ach de thoradh ar fheldh-
miu Bhord na Gaellge agus ar an dtaighde ata ar slul le
tamall anuas.

Ghalbh an Cathaoirleach, Noel Uas O Maolchatha,
Leas-Stiurthoir, Foras Balnistlochta Elireann,
bulochas lena chomhbhalll agus scolr an Chomhairle
ansin.

©® Donal O Morain, Cathaoirleach Udaras RTE a

Linn, a bhi mar ball de Comhairle na Gaeilge.
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gus Ceannasai Ghael

GANNTANAS TITHE

Nuair a bhagair Bardas Atha Cliath an dli, poilini an bailli ar
daoine ata i seilbh ‘midleathach’ tithe agus arasain sa priomh-
chathair i dtus na miosa scaoileadh an cead urchair i gecath a
leanfar ar sraideanna agus in eastait na cathrach | rith 1975, Is
cinnte go mbeidh cath den saghas ceanna ar siul comh maith |
gCorcaigh agus i mBeal Feirste.

ImBeal Feirste is ganntanas tithe a bhrufidh an pobal amach ar
na sraideanna. an ganntanas ceanna ann le blianta anuas.
Ganntanas a mhothaigh an pobal go forleathan idir Caitliceach
agus Protastunach. Fadhb uafasach nach feidir a reiteach gan
feachtas forleatan fiochmhar.

Ach ni thiochfadh feachtas fiuntach o phobal roinnte. Nior thuig
an lanuin i loistin a dtuismitheoiri ar Bothar na bhFal go raibh an
fadhb ceannann ceanna ag lanuin eile ar Bathar na Seanchille,
Nior thuig siad nach mbeadh reiteach ar an sceal 8o seasfadh siad

‘guala ar gualan_n lena cheile. Iad a thuig, ni raibh an deis acu go dti
gur las an Gl Cearta Sibhi. an coi; 1l dochais ins na
seascaid.

Ach na suile a bhi da n-oscailt, dalladh aris iad leis na buamai.
Anois, os rud e go bhfuil faciseamh o na buami ag teacht, ta seans
ana mhaith go mbeidh an rosc catha teach do gach clann’ san aer
aris agus daoine ata tinn de shei has agus de pholaiteoiri
seicteacha a scairteadh ona bhonnaibh fein.

Mas ar an ionnsai a bheidh lucht Bheal Feirste is ar a gcosaint,
de reir dealramh, a bheidh an pobal gan didean i mBaile Atha
Cliath. O thuit an toin as an feachtas tithiochta i mBaile Atha Cliath
i 1969 nil feabhas da laghad tagtha ar an sceal. Diriu aigeantai
daoine i dtro an tuaiscirt fe ndear bas an fheachtais sin, is trua a
radh. Ach direoidh feachtas an Bhardais in aghaidh an ‘‘squatters’*
suim an phobail ar an bhfadhb sa priomh-chathair athuair.
Spreagfaidh tuathanna na bailli daoine chun smaointe ar_na
fathanna a spreagann fir, mna agus leanai seilbh midleathach a
ghlacadh ar tithe agus arasain an bhardais.

Ganntanas tithe amhain is cuis leis. Nil an Bardas na an Rialtas
sasta an dualgas a comhlionadh agus na tithe a solathar. Ni
dheanfaidh siad tada go mbeidh raic uafasach on phobal. Go dti sin
cuirfear dli an stait ar einne a leanann an dli nadurtha agus a
glacann seilbh ar didean midleathach dona chlann toisc gan didean
dleathach a bheith ar fail do. Ce seasfaidh leis na squatters nuair a
cathfear amach ar na sraidennna iad, ce seasfaidh leis na milte
eile sa cathair ata gan didean? Ta se in am does na reabhloidithe
dul i mbun oibre.

Ceist eile a bheidh go fior speisiul sa priomh chathair na an
feachtas ata beartaithe ag an
Bardas chun riaraiste chios a
bhailiu. Ta an dli, na poilini agus na
bailli a bhagairt acu sa chas seo
freisin. An stailc cios in aghaidh an"~
coras Cios Diofralach a bhi ar siul go
dti lar 1973 fe ndear an cuid is mo de
na rialraisti.

Ag am socraithe na stailce
d’aontaiodh go dtabharfai 2 bhlian
chun riaraisti a ghlanadh ach ta se
soileir anois narbh lear san. Rud ait
faoin feachtas seo ata bagraithe na
tost NATO, Cumann Naisinuta na
dTionontai. De reir dealraimh nior
bac an Bardas dul i gcomhairle leo
chun reiteacht a lorg are an gceist.
Ta se cruthaithe cheana fein ag
NATO go bhfuil neart i dtionontai na
cathrach ach iad a eagru. Ach to
gadh leis an neart sin a threoru.

- Riaraisti

Ta treor agus cosaint ag teastail
g0, gear anois ag daoine ata i
geruacas le riaraisti. Ba choir go
dtiocfaidh an treor sin o NATO gan
moill. Ni cheart don Lorcanach agus
na cinniri eile bheith ag fanacht ar
cuireadh o Halla na Cathrach.
Teastaionn o NATO agus o gach
einne eile comh maith leis an’
Bardas go nglanfai suas na riaraisti.
Agus is feidir e a dheanamh. Ach ma
ta an Bardas gan comhairle NATO a
= chur san aireamh agus dli agus
priosuin a bhagairt ar na tionontai

bhi se in am do NATO
craobhscaoileadh go seasfaidh siad
by le na tionontai in aghaidh an dli

ceanna.

Ta dornan tionontai i gCorcaigh
ag troid fos in aghaidh an scannal
tithiochta is measa da bhfachtas sa
tir seo riamh. Tar eis cath tri bliana
agus dli, cuirteanna agus, fiu,
priosun folaingte ag na tionontai ta
admhaithe ag Bardas Chorcai go
geosnoidh se £300,000 are a laghad
chun crot creat a chur ar na tithe a
tha? Sisks don bhardas i dTochair,
Baile an Aonaigh agus An Gleann.

Ta geallta ag Bainisteoir na
Cathrach na cuirfidh se an dli a
thuilleadh ar na daoine a d'fhulaing
de bharr coirpeacht an National
Buildi Agency, Sisks, Delaney
McVeigh & Pike, Pettits agus Mc-
Carthys, ma ilnnnn,: siad a riaraisti
agus mas bhionn ’siad ‘neat and
clean and civilised’ as seo amach.
Ach ni bheidh stailceoiri Chorcai
sasta an tuaille a chaitheamh
isteach go ndeanfar fiosruchain
piobli faoi togail agus costas eastait
an NBA.
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-~ Lardinols

Mhair an County
Donegal Railway i dTir
Chonaill go 1959 in aindeoin
gach bru o na forsai eac-
namaiochta e a chuir as.
Ach fe dheireadh deirigh
leis an dream cumhang
aigeanta dobhronta e a
dhruid mar a rinne siad le
hiarran roid eile ar fud na
tire.

Ach ta tuar dochais on
tuaisceart anois. Ta dream
daoini ansin ag iarraidh
iarranrod amhain de chuid
an CDR a fhoscailt aris.
Teann na h-iarranroid seo
frid na ceanntair is aille sa
Tir seo —an Bearnas Mor,
Gleann Fhinne Na Cealla
Beaga, Dun Luithche &rl.
Ba roid cumhanga iad
(narrow gauge) agus
aistioch go leor ta moran
de na staisiuin na seasamh

go foill agus cuid mbhaith
den  Rolling_ Stock slan
sabhailte. Ca tuige sa

diabhal nach
dtiocfadh ileis an
Aire lompar
cumhachta Peter
Barry (fo-dheis)
leargas a fhail o
cheann

TUAR DOCHAIS |

eigean
agus tabhairt faoi |
na roid seo a

oscailt aris agus
forbairt a
dheanamh orthu, Nar bhrea iad do
thurasoiri, mar sheirbhis tion-
sclaiochta &J. Ta na milte tonna
eisc ag fagail na Cealla gach la i
lorraithe costacha.

Ta Gaeltacht Lar Thir Chonaill ag
iarraidh eirigh ar a chosa — nar

mhaith an cuidiu acu an line ona

Gleanntai go Srath an Urlair a

oscailt?

Ta suil agam nach bhfuil Barry
chomh tiubh is a bhi na hairi a
thainig roimhe ach ta me
amhrasach.

Bhi an fear brea beathaithe sin Plerre Lardinols,
Colmisinelr Talmhalochta an Chomargaldh, ar cualrt
agalnn ag tus na miosa seo ar eagla go mbeadh se de
mhisneach ag felrmeoir] beaga na tire seo dochas a
bhelth acu do 1975. Ar ndo Is polaiteoir maith e Lar-
dinols agus d’elrigh lels gan moran a ra le linn na
cualrte ach chulr se lels an ngruaim a bhi ann cheana.

Leantfar lels an Farm ‘“Modernisation’ Scheme mar
ata leagtha amach agus nl dheanfar cas ar leith
d'fheirmeolr]l beaga larthar na hEireann. Leanfaldh
an Comhargadh lena phlean damanta chun 110,000
felrmeolr] a chur den talamh . . . eist le Lardinols . . .
“It Is not a good policy to put good money Into bad
Investment . . . it has been accepted by the EEC
Council of Ministers that this Is not good policy also.”

Tugann an chuld dheiridh den abalrt sin le flos go bh-
full an fear ata ag freastal ar an gCombhairle ‘“‘ar
mhaithe”’ le feirmeoiri na hEireann, Mark Clinton, are
aon Intinn le Lardinols. Ina dhlaldh sin Is ulle selsean
-ata mar Uachtaran ar Chomhairle Airl Talmhalochta
an Chomhphoball go ceann se mhl agus dha bhfeadfal
alteamh air athbhrelthnlu a dheanamh ar a sheasamh.

Nach alsteach mar a thagann athru ar chursal —ta
an feallalre mor fein, T. J. Maher, ag calnt ar an bh-
felrmeoir beag. Nach mall sa la a d’aithn se go mbeldh
dha dtrian dar bhfelrmeolrl dha mbriseadh mar gheall
ar an gCi dh. Ar ndo Is ar 1 lels feln a
dheannann an cat alrithe sin cronan | gconal agus Is ag
teacht roimh larracht ar bith a dheanfadh na feir-

meoiri beaga chun lad fein a eagru
dha ulreasa, ata se.

D’adhmhaigh an t-uasal Lardinols
gur feoll an fhadhb Is mo ata ag an
gComhpholasal Talmhalochta go
folll. Ni fheadfal comhpholasai don
geaolreoii a chur ar fail, aduirt se,
go dti go socrodh an Bhreataln an
‘bhfanfadh si no an imeodh si as an
gComhargadh. _Maldir lels an
malirteoil, duirt se go gcalthfl
delreadh a chur lels an gcosc ar
importall malrteola o thlortha
lasmuigh den Chomargadh go luath,
rud a ghoilifidh ar thairgeoirl anseo.
Agus e ag calnt air seo duirt se nach
importall na feola a chruthalgh
geirchelm na mairteola ach brels
tairgiu na Chomhargadh. Ta fhios
againn go lelr ce bhi clonntach sa
mbrels tairgiu sa sir seo — Flanna
Fall, Fine Gael agus an IFA.
Culmhneodh T. J. air sin.
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Scriobh chuig:

POILIN ROYCROFT,

(Bainisteoir)
3 Br. Chuileannphort,
. Baile Atha Cliath 9.
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Clann na hEireann has been involved
during the past few months in developing
joint activities with other organisations
putting forward principled policies on
Ireland.' Together with the Communist
Party (London District) and a Committee
of Trade Unionists in Support of Workers in
Ireland a joint programme of activities has
been worked out for the London area.

The first joint activity was the
distribution of an open letter to delegates
attending the Labour party conference
calling on them to reject the bipartisan
policies pr ted Westminster since
1969. Many delegates assured the joint
picket of their opposition to the present
Labour adoption of repressive measures.

This was followed by a jointly sponsored
meeting at Hammersmith Town Hall only
days after the introduction of the
emergency repressive legislation. The
meeting, chaired by the Chairman of
Hammersmith Trades Council (in his
personal capacity), was well attended
despite the attempt at intimidation em-
bodied in the emergency legislation. It was
addressed by Tom Durkin, a member of the
CP and a leading member of UCATT, and

John Leonard of Clann.

o

Clann fights
against repressive laws

Then a large London meeting was
organised in the Conway Hall on December
16th. Here a film was shown followed by
speakers from each organisation. The
Morning Star reporter, Chris Myant, gave a
description of the events that were all too
conveniently forgotten by the Fleet St.
Press. He was followed by the Chairman of
the Trade Union Committee, P. Brayshaw,
who detailed the economic reports of the
present situation and how it was the com-
mon interests of ordinary workers which
would lead to common cause in Ireland and
Britain.

Finally the Clann speaker outlined the
political roots of the present crisis and the
position of the Republican Movement,
pointing out the principled opposition that
the Movement had voiced to the Provisional
bombing compaign for over 4 years not the
crocodile tears of Westminster that forgot
the deaths of Irish workers at the hands of
the Army and how they had been in-
strumental, with their tame Dublin agents,
in giving support to the rise of the
Provisionals. Now it was Clann members
being arrested after years of presenting
total opposition to Provisional policies
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“The Great Irish Oil and Gas Robbery” recently
published by Sinn Fein described how American oil im-
perialism operates in Ireland. Gus Hall in ““The Energy Rip-

: cause and cure’’ shows that the oil imperialists are as
greedy and cunning at home as they are abroad.

The energy crisis of 1973, Hall argues, was the result not’
of the Arab oil embargo but ‘of a policy adopted by the
major American oil companies in 1964. The policy was very
simple: “create shortages and use the shortages to hike
08’

This policy “included refusing to build any new oil
refineries in the United States; phasing out older and
smaller refineries by dismantling or simply closing them
down; gradually cutting off the supply of fuel to the
smaller, independent refineries, forcing them to sell out or
close their doors; refusing to drill for new oil wells on U.S.
soil; capping older oil wells and drilling new ones next to
them because the government depletion allowance was
higher on the new wells”.

In this way, the Seven Thieves of oil imperialism created
the oil ““shortage”. The Arab Oil embargo provided a
convenient scapegoat. Hall shows that the shortage was
the creation of the monopolies’ propaganda machine and
had no basis in fact: at the height of the “crisis”’ S
Arabian output was 8 per cent higher than the 1972
average and centralised U.S. petroleum stocks were 30
million barrels greater than in December 1972. While the
“shortage” caused real suffering and hardship among
working people throughout the west, the profits of the
Seven Thieves rose by a massive 75 per cent in the last
quarter-of 1973 to ten billion dollars.

This gigantic robbery was carried out with the active
assistance of the U.S. government. The grip of the Seven
Thieves on American politics is refl in the i i
of business (Exxon, Mobil..and Standard Oil), finance
(Chase Manhattan Bank) and government (Nelson
Rockefeller and Henry Kissinger).

Nelson Rockefeller's inyolvement in politics was inspired
not by any lofty ideals but by a desire that U.S. Govern-
ment policy should ~serve..the interests of the oil

ies. Ce a special
interest in foreign policy. In 1942, he was co-ordinator of
Inter-American Affairs; by a strange coincidence South
America was then the main source of cheap oil for the U.S.
In 1958, a bright young man on Rockefeller's staff was
writing reports on international security which, with
amazing accuracy, anticipated U.S. Foreign Policy. By
1968, the bright young man — Henry Kissinger — was
officially dictating that policy. Today, the
Rockefeller/ Kissinger team is formally re-united st the
centre of power in the United States. They serve “‘the
bloated spider of finance capital — the Morgans,
Rockefellers, Mellons, etc. . . . ““At their disposal they have
vast resources of financ
and expertise of U.S. mi
They will not hesitate to
monopoly capital) intere:
Dominican  Republic, am and Chile reflect
Rockefeller/ Kissinger line on foreign policy. Preparations
for a new war have begun: the respected US news
magazine “Business Week” recently reported that
American armed forces had carried out war manoeuvres
ﬂgm'nnl‘ ;r_\ ”imuqin-ry oil-producing country entitled

rolandia’.

““With quitalitm". Gus Hall states, “‘we are dealing with
an economic system that has served its historical purpose.
It has outlived its usefulness. It has given birth to a class of
corporate thieves who do anything and everything to
perpetuate a set-up that makes it possible for them to
continue their gigantic rip-offs”’.

Marxism, he concludes shows “that what is needed is a
change in the corporata life-styles — a change from the |
style of the leech to the life-style of a productive worker.
What is needed is a change of system — from an old and
eroding capitalism to a new and vigorous, full of promise
Socialism”. Against the power of the oil monopolies the
working-class in Ireland have at their disposal a powerful
weapon — Marxism, which is truly as Gus Hall says “‘a
computer for victory”.

EANAIR

All speakers pointed out the real purpose
of the new laws putting them into the
context of years of attack on progressive
movements particularly on the British
trade union movement with the present
struggle over the Shrewsbury pickets still
not resolved.

The packed meeting unanimously passed
the following motion; ‘“Believing that
British Imperialism is responsible for the
repression and exploitation carried out in
the north of Ireland and also that it has
produced the present situation of sectarian
assassinations and bomb outrages, this
meeting calls for the immediate end of
Internment, the repeal of the Emergency
Provisions Act and the passing of a Bill of
Rights, the ending of military harassment

" of the working people of northern Ireland

and the withdrawal of troops from the
streets, pending their ultimate withdrawal.
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