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DO MARTA

Ta vealn brea mor radio sa charr chlos 0 n Ste

taobh thiar d‘fhoirgeamh nua an
radio | Montrose | nDomhnach Broc.

housing

Fourteen years waiting

Fourteen years walting to be
rehoused, that s the plight of one
78-year-old woman and her
dlufhler. Only now, after a
Health Department visit, does
some hope exIst that action will
be taken by the housing
bureauracy. In a letter she
recelved from them last week
they admit:

“The medical evidence sub-
mitted In support of your ap-
plication has been fully examined
and It Is proposed to grant you
some prlority on health ground-
8

The evidence would Include
wallpaper peellng from the walls
with damp; raln causing bul!
In the bedroom celll an
fireplace no longer ble.
Tollets are on the ground floor,
four flights down, and the Cor-

rorlllm had earller refused to
nstall a sink In the flat on the
||r;undl that the house was too
old.

There Is no doubt that If the
house were not Corporation
property It would be condemned
along with most of the other
anclent habltations In Clarence
Street, Yet, In an effort to
smother the growing housing
crisls, bulldings Ilke these are
used to house the old, or the
‘“undesirable’”, or simply the
neglected tenant, The slow
strangulation of the publle
housing programme In this
country by the high ri
terest char, by the bai
already being felt every y to
an Increasing degree by the most
depriv: ection of Corporation
tenants,

Pearse tenants and Jason

“Irish Times'

Dugue extensive press coverage by the “Independent’’, ‘‘Press'’,.and
, despite a strong protest from the Pearse House Tenants

Assoclation, Dublin Corporation seem Incapable of acting against Jason
Holdln;s. over thelr flagrant deflance of &e 1960 HouangBAct. In Iauut

month'’s

1. was carrled the background to the squatting at present

going on In Fenlan Street. In an effort to drive squatters out of No. 15, a
sound and habitable house, the property company who own the house tore

off the roof.

Nualr a beartalodh go ralbh a leitheid

An

ag teastall, chuathas ag margain-
tlocht le lucht a ndeanta agus glacadh

lels go gcosnodh an cineal veain a
theastaigh o RTE thart ar £10,000. Bhi
go malth Is ni raibh go holc. Culreadh
tus leis an obalr. Ansin thosalgh In-

nealltoirl RTE — agus to neart acu

ann — ag tabhairt cuairt ar lonad na
hoibre Is ag moladh athraithe airithe,
a chulrfead le heifeacht an stalsiuin
radio so-ghluaiste seo. Bhreac an fear

ceannais na moltai

leabhran maraon le animneacha na
ndaolne a mhol lad, agus rinne se rud
orthu. B’e toradh an scell go bhfuair

RTE bllle are £23,000.

Sharalgh siad constalc seo an airgid
agus d’loch siad as an vealn. Is ansin
a fritheadh amach go ralbh an vean
ceanna ro-throm do bholthre na tire

leir Ina

sa charr
chlos

iultaiodh cain a chur virthi. Ta
::os'a[c):lr:‘;rr chlos o shin, blocanna faol
le nach mbeidh valach ro-mhor arna
boinn, blocanna stroighin istigh ann
ar eagla go n-iompodhse bun os cionn
i rith' gala. Ta se ann 0 shin. Is doigh
go mbeidh plean eile ag na hin.
nealltoiri do ar ball.

TRI SCOR GO LEITH AGUS OG FOS

Sa bhllain 1903 a ceapadh
Padralgh Mac Plarals mar
eagartholr ar an Irls calllul
‘‘An Clalomh Solals''. Sa
bhllain ceanna sin a culreadh
tus le Fels Atha Cliath. Bhl
balnt ag an bPlarsach leis an
bhFels sna laethaenta tosaigh
sin. Tionoladh Feis Atha
Cliath gach blialn 0 1903 | leith
seachas briseadh beag de
bharr an Chogaidh Cathar-
dha. Idir an da linn Is mor an

borradh ata tagtha ar
Imeachtal na Felse.

1 mbliana beidh Fels Atha
Cliath ar siul uaidh seo go
deireadh Mhl Marta, | rith na
deireadh seachtalni le linn an
treimhse sin. Comortals Is mo
ata | geeist agus is do dhaoine
oga a bhfurmhor, seachas an
Fheile Dramaiochta do
dhaoine fasta sa Damer 26u-
3lu Marta. Ar na comortais
beidh rince, amhranalocht,

ceol-uirlise, althriseoireacht,
bulonta ceoil, agus scoil-
dramalocht. Beldh na
comortais ar fad | ngach
rannog ar siul ar deireadh
seachtaine faol leith.

Cuirfear crioch le h-imeachtai
na Feise le Ceolchoirm na
mBuaitheoiri ar an 25u Marta
i Halla Scoil Ui Chonaill ag
8.00 p.m. I Halla Parnell ufus
i Halla Scoll Ui Chonaill a
bheidh na comortais ar siul.

In a case of this type prompt action by the CorE;r‘?}lon is essentlal if

the Houslng Act is to serve its function of PRES;

NG all avallable:

accommodation from being knocked down for office blocks
speculators such as Jasons’. Undoubtedly the lack of local counclilors
able to act on behalf of the homeless of Fenian Street and prod the
bureaucracy into action is In large part responsible for the soft line taken
by the City Managers’ administration on this issue.

The less democracy there s In Irish political life the better the

speculators like it.

Houses used as paint stores

I hope, by your printing this
letter, to bring to light to the
people of Dublin, an Injustice
caused by red-tape, bureaucrats
and In short those who couldn’t
care less about anyone but
themselves. In this case I refer to
those responsible for the
allocatlon of Corporation houses.

A member of the James Larkin
Cumann, Sinn Feln, was recently
approached by a homeless man
with a wife and four young
chlldren, He wanted a place to
stay and a roof over his family.

In the course of seeking
somewhere for him to stay
temporarily we came across

houses that were belng used as
PAINT STORES. Could It be that
the minds of the In authoritles
there Is no walting list for houses;
are they not aware of famllles,
sometimes three and four, who
share a house? They can’t be —
otherwise why the luxury of
excesslve houses that can be used
as paint stores! We feel It Im-
moral and un-Christian to have
people walking the streets;
famllles separated because they
have nowhere to llye; while In
Ballyfermot houses lle empty and
filled with paint.

We say, “If the authoritles
don’t do something — we wiil’’.

Generous Tara See story

FOR SALE
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on the Irish Republican Movement
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houses In Ballyfermot that had
been vacant for some time, we
also, belleve' it or not, found
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A statement received from J. J.
McGarrity, Secretary Irish
Republican Publicity Bureau,

reviews the struggle of the Irish
people over the past years.

Repression and regression ac-
celerated during 1972 at a rate
ma!ched only by the growth of
polntical consciousness of the
working-class people of Ireland.
These are the keys to 1973.

The year 1972 was marked by the
decision to enter the so-called
Common Market, by the publication
of the British Government's Green
Paper on the Six Counties, by clever
collaboration than ever between the
Dublin and London regimes and by a
bitter intensification of the cam-
paign to soften up resistance to the
British plan for the future of
Ireland.

It was marked, too, by the growing
threat of sectarian civil war and the
intervention, in mufti and in
uniform, of British forces instructed
to aim" at hastening the con-
flagration. More clearly than ever,
the determination of Heath and
Lynch to have done with “‘the Irish
problem’’ was exposed to the
workers against whom their design
must inevitably operate.

For the Republican Movement,
there were the setbacks of
repression and regression imp_osed
by three enemy administrations;
but there were balancing
developments, reflecting and
designed to enhance the political
consciousness of the working-class
people of all Ireland.

In May, the Six County Executive
of Republican Clubs appealed to the
Irish RepublicanArmy to cease any
action which might, in any way,
increase the possibility of civil war
and which might lead to the con-
tinued exposure of the harassed
civilian population of the Six
Counties to still greater harassment.
The Irish Republican Army, con-
scious that the only demands that
have any validity are those of the
working-class people of Ireland,
responded by ordering a cessation of
all but defensive activity.

Although, the people of the Six
Counties widely acknowledged the
correctness of the decision taken by
the I.R.A., it was not followed by
reciprocal action from either the
forces of officially blessed violence
or the elements of sectarian bigotry
who are, willy nilly, the allies of the
administrations of London, Belfast
and Dublin.

There was, too, an intensification
of political action throughout the 32
counties by members of\ the
Republican Movement in 1972. This
action, in the areas of housing, local
government, industrial issues, land
and property ownership, was
designed to heighten political
consciousness and to mobilise the
working-class. We have clearly
pointed to the multi-national cor-
porations that have been the source
of 75 per cent of investment in all
Ireland during the past decade as
the enemy, in whose interests the
various administrations operate.

It is in the interests of these cor-
porations and their investors that
there should be a single market, free
of sectional strife or national
dissent, in all Ireland — that the
single market, too small to ac
commodate the international
vultures’ interests with maximum
profit, should be finally and
irrevocably merged with the larger
market in Britain.

It was to test the ground on behalf
of these corporations that the British
administration published its Green
Paper, so that the reaction of the
working-class, Catholic and
Protestant, and the strength of
working-class organisations likely to
resist the ““final solution’’ could be
gauged. There followed an in-
tensification of the softening-up

Republican

struggle

envelops

all areas of

ish hife

process to ensure that the resistance
could first be measured and finally
dealt with by the instruments of the
corporations’ agents, the forces of
repression on the streets of the Six
Counties.

The Whitelaw administration
continued internment, though
through Diplock it sought to give the
process a legal veneer. No-one was
fooled. Detention and internment
are the same, whether those who
impose them make a public show of
legal hacks and mercenary in-
formers or not.

As séctarian murders in Belfast
and elsewhere in the Six Counties
increased, during 1972, so did the
involvement of British murder
agents. With this difference: earlier,
the claims of the Republican
Movement that the secret forces of
the British Army had been involved
in atrocities, were derided by
spokesmen at Lisburn and in Lon-
don. Now, ' they openly
acknowledged their part in a
campaign aimed at heightening.
sectarian tension and adding to its
victims.

But repression was not confined to
the Six Counties, as the
collaboration between Heath and
Lynch and the mutual interest in
satsifying the demands of the multi-
national corporations showed.

The Special Criminal Court, the
institution which gave the lead to
Diplock, was established .on the
pretext that witnesses and-juries in
the normal legal processes might be
intimidated. Was there evidence of
intimidation? There was none. Was
evidence needed? Of course not.

The intentions of the Lynch ad-
ministration were crystal clear. The
Curragh had been reopened. The
Special Court was capable not only
of filling it but adding to the over-
crolwding in criminally overcrowded
ails.

I As if the rate of repression was not
increasing fast enough, Heath in-
vited Lynch to speed it up by the
elimination’ of still more safeguards
for citizens accused of activities
inimical to the Fianna Fail
Government. And O’Malley was

only too willing fo oblige. Backed by
bombers who murdered Dublin
workers and injured over 100 others,
Lynch, O’Malley and Cosgrave
hustled through the Dail the vicious
Offences Against the = State
(Amendment)  Bill, switching the
onus of proof from prosecution to
defence and opening the way to the
seed, breed and generation of in-
formers to send men and women to
jail.

If Heath and Whitelaw were to be
rid of all opposition to their plans in
the Six Counties, Lynch was not fo be
outdone. During the first
months of its operations, the Special
Court tried scores of citizens
and sentenced them to terms of
imprisonment ranging from six
months to eight years penal ser-
vitude. These are the hostages of
silence to a final solution, without
which the ruling class of this country
cannot survive.

o000

There is a historical basis for the
unity of socialist and republican.
From the most progressive leaders
in the history of the republican
movement has come the most ad-
vanced social and political thinking
in the history of Ireland. Wolfe Tone
and Fintan Lalor, the Fenians and
Michael Davitt — these, and men of
a still older tradition were the
sources of Connolly’s jnspiration. In
turn, Connolly influenced the
development of generations of
republicans who have fought the
betrayal of the socialist republican
idesl since the Treaty and the
establishment of the Free State.

For republicans since Tone, there
can be no advantage in territorial
aspirations that do not include, as an
integral part of the sfruggle the full
achievement of national liberation
in all spheres of Irish life. Moreover,
as Tone, Davitt and Connolly
demonstrated, the struggle of
socialist republicans is linked to the
struggles for liberation of the
working-class people in every
country in the world.

it is clear, therefore, that the
republican struggle is one that
envelops all areas of Irish life; that
without the combination of socialism
and republicanism, without the

TRI
engagement of the mass of the
working people of Ireland, any effort
fo achieve full national liberation
cannot succeed.

The Irish Republican Movement
has a clear and unambiguous ob-
jective: the establishment of a 32
County Socialist Republic. We
emphasise that the state
should be representative of the in-
terests of the working-class people
of all Ireland that it should be a
secular sfate, in which freedom of
religious expression would be
guaranteed but where no church
would control or influence any area
of life, that is properly the concern of
all the working people ; that it should
be a state in which the ownership
and control of property and
resources were reserved, ex-
clusively, to the working-class; that
it should be a state in which the
cherishing of the children of the
nation equally would be an im-
mediate and continuing charge upon
the administration.

The republican demands, in the
short term, are for the withdrawal
from the Six Counties of all British
armed forces; the release of all
internees, detainees and political
prisoners of whatever political
persuasion and an end to the
harassment of men and women now
on the run; the enactment of a Bill of
Rights guaranteeing full equality to
all citizens of the Six Counties and
imposing penalties on any citizen or
foreigner who engages in
discrimination of any kind; the
repeal in the Six Counties and in the
““Free State’” of all repressive
legislation, including the Offences
Against the State Act; the Special
Powers Act and the Forcible Entry
Act, and the abolition of all special
courts and tribunals in which the
democratic rules of legal procedure
have been abrogated; the-establish-
ment of a force drawn from the
workers’ democratic organisations,
the Irish trade union maovement, to
maintain peace and eliminate
sectarianism in the Six Counties; the
opening of campaigns in the Six
Counties and the ‘Free State”
designed to eliminate the poverty
which is causing increasing misery
to the most vulnerable members of
the Irish working-class.

The Republican Movement con-
siders it essential for the forces of
progress in the Six Counties and in
the ‘‘Free State’’ to unite through
the democratic organisations of the
working-class to fight repression,
sectarianism and the poverty that
has been aggravated by the ac-
cession to the E.E.C. of Britain and
Ireland.

As the forces of imperialism, in
military, social, political and
cultural areas move through their
proposed White Paper towards the
imposition of a crippling seftlement
on the Irish people the Republican
Movement must take its place in the
vanguard of the workers’ struggle
for lasting peace and justice.

To achieve this, consistent with its
response to the demands of the
working-class, the Republican
Movement instructs its members fo
educate and organise the people in
all spheres of activity in preparation
for the intense struggle in which
everyone is now engaged. Half
measures will not be enough. An
understanding of the urgent need for
revolutionary activity must be
accompanied by active involvement
in campaigns designed to heighten
the consciousness and fuel the
political fire of the people. The
enemy is powerful and has at his
command all the military, in-
stitutional and commercial strength
he needs.

The only effective challenge to the
enemy will be through the united
working-class, politically educated
and engaged.
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During the election in the
Twenty-Six Counties, many
candidates described them-
selves as Republican. Most of
them meant nothing more than
an emotional attachment to the
ideal of a united Ireland and
said nothing of the kind of
Ireland they hoped to see after
unity had been achieved.

Sinn Fein’s ten candidates
and the party organisations
was clear: Sinn Fein demands
not only national unity but full
national independence —
freedom from outside in-
terference, from whatever
source, freedom from internal
domination, by whatever sect
representing only the ruling
class.

It was in this context that the
Republican Movement called
on the people of the Six Counties
to boycoft the so-called Border referendum. A
phoney poll, devoted to reassuring the Orange
Unionists and simplistically formulated to ensure
that result, could be of no possible benefit to the
working-class people of the area, Catholic or
Protestant.

It is in this context that the Republican
Movement looks to the publication of the British
Government’s White Paper on the Six Counties. An
imposed solution, guaranteed to satisfy the
demands only of the Tory government and their
Northern allies, whether it be accepted or rejected
by the administration in Dublin, can be guaranteed
to alienate the vast majority of workers of all
persuasions; and the cynical determination of
Whitelaw and Heath to ‘“‘make it work or else’,
despite the wishes of the people, is just another
example of the self-centred, selfish, to-hell-with-
the-Irish attitude of the Tories and their servants in
Belfast. It will not do, they know it will not do; but
they are prepared to pay the price they believe
necessary to its imposition —in the blood and lives
of the workers of the Six Counties. i

The Republican Movement still demands the
withdrawal not only of the British Army from the
Six Counties but of the economic wing of British
control from all areas of the country; still insists
upon the right of the people of Ireland to decide
their future, free from repressive legislation and
the direct, physical repression of the people by the
political police and uniformed thugs of any regime;
still urges the implementation, immediately, of a
Bill of Rights, guaranteeing freedom and equality
to all citizens in the Six'Counties.

No half-way house is good enough. The people of
the Six Counties have suffered too much to be
satisfied with an imposed pattern to fit a Whifehall
blueprint. No imposed solution can ever be a final
solution; it is a formula far generations of
repression, resistance and death.

White Paper 2

Britain’s White Paper on the North — like the border poll — is
not to be an exercise in democracy.

The long-awaited document which will appear later this
month will do little more than demonstrate once again Britain’s
lack of understanding, even lack of interest, in Irish affalrs.

It will be a sloppy compromise between the guarded retreat
that official Unionism is prepared to make and the plous
asplrations that the SDLP pronounce in pamphlet and in ad-
vertisement. It will seek the middle ground of Alllance and
NILP. And it will fail to realise that only after protracted
discussions between respected leaders of working class opinion
can a solution be even contemplated.

But this is the recourse that Heath and Whitelaw will refuse to
allow. For to them, the only voices to be considered are those of
the puppets of colonialism or free statism.

There will, of course, be an attempt to buy off all opposition.
Just as the border poll with its unrealistic questions and Its
overall — as opposed to constituency by constituency — result
was held to pacify Protestant mythology, so the White Paper
will contain a Bill of Rights in answer to NICRA demands. But
will the small print provide a basls to solve anyone’s problems?

The Council of Ireland — whether representative of govern-
ments or of parliaments — will be legally limited in such a way
as to serve only as a co-ordinator of EEC regulations.

And the power sharing provisions in the establishment of a
new northern assembly will do nothing to remove sectarian
division from political debate.

Heath and Whitelaw must know these things. But still they are
unable to produce anything better. For anything alse is beyond
their political ken.

And they are prepared to accept a substantial level of con-
sequential deaths in the north, sure in the misconception that a
tired people will come to heel eventually.

eagarftho

CONSCIENCES SLEEP ON

ARTA

It is not right for Irish eople who
know very well the crimes com-
mitted in their names to remain
silent: to refuse to breathe o word
about them to anyone else, to their
own consclence even, for fear of
having to stand in justice on them-
selves, Many Irish people, it is
true, even now do not realise what Is
humcmng: many, who have the
Gibbons-like vestigial knowledge
doubt if it be true. But an increasing
number of people do know and hold
their tongues as if under the spell of
ancient custom, Not that it was ever
ancient custom to condone
collaboration or to see it State-
?up!porlcd and fail to recognise that
act.

For four, for five years there has
been collaboration and there has
been silence. Those who spoke out
were not believed. Consclences slept
on amid the doubts and the official
lies. Now one of the victims has
returned — dnd not just any victim.
Eamonn Smullen is a com-
municator, a raconteur, a person to
listen to. He could talk engagingly
about the mysteries of the Stock
Exchange but he was not a Stock
Broker. He was a political prisoner
and a particular victim of the
Fianna Fail-Berry era of
collaboration. Files sent over from
Dublin Castle and read out at Leeds
Assizes pertaining to a sentence
passed on him under the war time
Military tribunals got him 8 years
to Gerry Doherty’s four in the same
case. People who believed Michael
0’Morain’s denial of collaboration in
the Dail should make it a point to
hear Eamonn Smullen during his
tour of Ireland. He has the gift of
communicating just what it means
to be a political prisoner in England.

® Tomas MacGlolla and Eamonn Smullen in Di

He explains  how official
collaboration was followed by three
and a half years of Irish Embassy
neglect — how a diplomatic service
representing us, the Irish people,
treat Irish political prisoners as if
they are lepers: how, in three and a
half years, insistent pressure from
one man could only make them take
enough time off their diplomatic
kow-towing to send a single vague
acknowledgement note to a ane
Irishman in solitary in an English
prison.

Smullen’s presence among us is an

ublin.

invaluable reminder that behing g,
names in prison there are men of
flesh and blood, men who can think
and talk, and, in Smullen’s cag,
write brilliantly. His tour should p,
made a rallying point in the struggle
to identify the collaborators for whg,
they are and to end the shame and
degradation brought on the Irjg
people by agencies acting in thej,
name . . . . In our name. Smylje,
represents the link between the
living and the living dead. Neithe
they nor us could have a beter
representative.

POSTMEN — NO! JUDGES — YES!!

The General Election has once
again brought to mind the unjust
exclusion of all civil servants and
State employees from political
activities.

Under the terms of their em-
ployment all civil servants and State
employees are prohibited from
joining, or indeed working on behalf
of any political party. All employees
of the Post Office received a cir-
cular, just before the election,
reminding them of the regulation
and instructing them not to canvass
for any party. Many of the Trade
Unions and particularly the Irish
Post Office Engineering Union have

been active in their attempts to have
this archaic regulation lifted, but the
outgoing Fianna Fail Government
showed no inclination to grant full
political and civil rights to civil
servants.

No such bars of course are placed
in the way of the political careers of
Fianna Fail's legal friends. One of
the Fianna Fail candidates in Dublin
South Central was none other than
Mr. Gerard Bucannan, S.C., who has
been the principal prosecutor in the
Special Courts during the past year
and who was the State counsel
responsible for  the notorious
MacStiophan trial. Bucannan was

also the prosecutor in the case, last
December, in which 60 members of
Sinn Fein were convicted and
sentenced to jail terms for the
peaceful picketing of the homes of
Fianna Fail T.D.s in Dublin. One of
those sentenced was the Sinn Fein
candidate for Dublin South Central,
Peigin Doyle.

What a ridiculous situation it is
when a postman is prohibited from
even working for a candidate in an
election and at the same time the
Government's chiel prosecutor in
political trials can be a candidate for
the Government Party!!

SELECTIVE

At the end of February, after a
trial held mostly in camera, two
men who were found guilty of of-
fences under the Official Secrets Act
of the Twenty-Six County State were
sentenced to six months’ im-
prisonment by the Special Criminal
Court.

The men were Patrick Crinnion, a
member of the inner circle of the
political police force, C3, stationed
at Garda headquarters in the
Phoenix Park, and John Wyman, an
Englishman, with various addresses
in London and outside it, a one-time
private detective and now acting on
behalf of the British Government.

Put simply, the two were found
guilty of spying for Britain. The
language of the charges demon-
strated the seriousness of the of-
fence. They were accused of ob-
taining and possessing documents
which could be injurious to the
safety and security of the State, That
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It is just this leve] of deaths that Republicans must not accept.

JUSTICE

was why the case was held in secret.
That was why the documents they
were accused of possessing were not
produced by the prosecution.

What was the fate of Crinnion and
Wyman? Sentenced to six months
over five months after they had been
arrested and placed in custody, they
were taken from Mountjoy prison
under Special Branch escort on the
night the trial ended and put aboard
planes for Britain.

Crinnion and Wyman, who had
spied for Britain, were set free.

Less than a fortnight later,
another member of the Garda
Siochana, Patrick Hynes, was found
guilty before the same Special
Criminal Court of inciting another
member of the force to aid and abet
the larceny of explosives from a
store.

Hynes, according to Special
Branch Inspector Patrick Doocy,

was a man who had acted out of
sincere and strong feelings about
events in the Six Counties. It was
these feelings which had led him to
commit the offence; money was not
involved.

During his time in the police force,
Hynes had been given three
monetary awards for good police
work. He hrad never come under the
notice of the autherities, although he
had been in the force for 14 years. He
was married and had three children.

The chairman of the Special
Criminal Court, Judge Conroy, said
the offence of which Hynes had been
convicted was a very serious one.
There was no limit on the sentence.

Hynes is to be dismissed from the
Garda Siochana; he was given two
years' imprisonment.

That is the record. Two cases. Two
decisions, Two sentences. Two kinds
of treatment. They speak for
themselves.

T owan |

The extremists within the Protestant population are capable of
attempting to escalate the number of assassinatlons. A faction
of the Provislonals Is equally capable of replying In kind. The
result? The final creation of two armed and warring com-
munities.

The alternative to thisis to realise that the cause of republican
soclallsm Is not served and cannot be served by the death of any
working man. That the cause of the majority class In Ireland is
the cause of the past, the present and the future, not just of
today.

Just as the leadership of the UDA has, in recent issues of the
UDA News, been councelling restraint on members and sup-
porters, so too must the Republican movement guard agalnst
emotlve words or ready rifles in the Catholic areas.

1t is with the publication of this White Paper that the political
struggle of the working people wlll move to its next phase.
Britain’s refusal to recognise the aspirations of the people of the
Falls and of the Shankill must be used to forge real links, not to
cause a sectarian holocaust.

HEADQUARTERS FUND

u’;hecl‘}:d Combhairle have decided ;8
il 3
Gardiner Pl:ce. S el
. Ard Comhairle plans for the building
ux:clude 2 modern walk-around book:
S10R. new offices for United Irishman
and Sinn Feln Secretariat, a library room
open to all members of the Movement,
3 Ioom for press conferences and
cumbinn meetings,

nthe rere of 30 Gardiner Place,
an auditorium will be built and the
present printing shop expanded.

£700 raised during February
Still need £12,700
Send your subscription to:
30 Gardlner"l.’{:cr:,r' Dublin 1.




armagh
march

Several thousand people marched through
Armagh on February 25th In a demonstration
organised by the Pearse Republican Club to
demand an end to sectarlan killings, total
withdrawal of the British Army and the
release of all political prisoners.

A large force of RUC and British Army,
backed up by heavy armoured vehicles, was
used to prevent the march entering the clty
centre area. The organlsers of the march had
been served with notlce, on Saturday night,
re-routing the march. When the marchers
reached the securlty forces barricade at the
Shambles junction, Mr, Malachy Toal, PRO
of the Pearse Republican Club approached
the barrier and over a loud-haller told senlor
police officers: “We are a disciplined body
and we demand the right to march through
our clty”.

Mr. Toal sald that he could guarantee that
the march would remain peaceful If they were
allowed through, but otherwise he could give
no assurances. He sald that on occaslons In
the past, barriers had been opened to allow
Unlonist marchers through. A senlor Police
Officer informed him that entry to the clty
centre had been banned and no one would be
allowed through the barricades.

Several people were injured when the -

British Army used rubber bullets to disperse
crowds after the march. Fourteen year old
Peter McGleenon, son of the President of the
Pearse Republican Club, was taken to
hospital with face and eye injuries after he
had been struck in the face with a rubber
bullet. Mr. Malachy Toal said Peter
McGleenon was hit by the rubber bullet, while
attempting to cool the situation and end stone
throwing in Navan St.

Mr. Toal protested at the Indiscriminate
firing of rubber bullets by troops and added
that the activities of the stone throwing
youths was proof that the order re-routing the
march had only helped to provoke violence
and place the ordinary citizens of Armagh In
danger.

Tomas MacGlolla, Sean O’Cionnait,
Seamus Trainor and Bernadette Devlin spoke
on the issues that confront the Irish people
today.

® Tomas McGlolla

death sentence
criminal

The New University of Ulster Republican
Club has joined with many other groups and
organisations in the North in condemning the
death sentence passed on the U.D.A. man
Albert Browne. Browne was convicted
recently in Belfast of killing an R.U.C. man.
...A statement from the Club says that the

coiste seasta
election review

The Colste Seasta of Sinn Feln reviewed the
election results at their meeting on Monday
night with reports from the ten constituencles

The

of the north — nor has Its paymasters In
London. We are repeating, therefore, our
demand for the Immediate withdrawal of all
troops from working class areas, pending
thelr total withdrawal from the state. At the
same tlme we support the demand for a
public. Independent enquiry Into the killing of
this young Newry boy.

On behalf of the Republican Movement we
extend our deepest sympathy to his sorrowing
family and relatives.

g was
Issued:

“Sinn Feln entered this election as a new
party with new policles. It was the first oc-
caslon on which we put up candldates for
election to Leinster House, We are very
pleased and encoungf.d‘ by the substantlal

the murdered
postmen

vote which our r , an
average of flve ger cent of the poll. We have
made a major breakthrough In extendin,
knowledge of our policles and In clarifying
our stand on soclal, economlc and natlonal
Issues. We have expounded the Republican
policles of Tone and Connolly and explained
how they are based In soclalism. In both
urban and rural areas we found wide ac-
ceptance for our Ideas.

“All constituencles have reported In-
creased membershlp and expanded
organisatlon as a result of the electlon cam-
palgn and many organisational lessons have
been learned.

“Due to the lon of our or

Despite calls from a broad spectrum of
Religlous Leaders, Trade Unlonists and
Northern Politiclans, the ‘sectarlan murders’
continue.

In our editorlal “Who stands to gain?”
(February’s United Irishman) we
enumerated the reasons why we belleve the
British Army Is Involved in these killings and
pointed out the only thing sectarlan about
most of them are the labels on the bodles. In
fact, British Politiclans are the only peofle to
gain anything from these eaths
as they can use them to Intimidate the
working class people In the north Into ac-

the increasing acceptance of the realistic
policies for change which we put forward and
our greater efficiency as a result of the ex-
perience gained, there is great confidence
that a much higher vote can be achleved in
the next electlon which may not be too far
distant”.

newry killing
statement

Issued by the South Down/South

passing of the further ates
the deliberate attempts by the authorities to
escalate sectarlan strife in a province that Is
already on the verge of civil war. “In the
event of such a catastrophe, those in power
will be in a position to Impose a political
solution on the working people of the Six
Counties, regardless of their real interests.
“In the light of the current situation, this
can only be ed as criminally

caravan
dwellers act

Irresponsible. How just is a legal system that
is prepared to condemn the taking of life in
one situation and Immediately order the
taking of life in another?” \

Armagh Comhairle Ceanntalr — We wish to-

condemn In the strongest possible terms the
brutal murder of young Kevin Heatley In
Newry, by the British Army on Tuesday night
(28th). Since then we have been subjected to
the full welght of the British d;

cepting the White Paper contains.

We now propose to look at two of the latest
killings and examine what appears to be
evidence of Army collusion In the Incident.

On Sunday, 18th February, two Postal
Workers were shot dead as they walked home
along Divis Street. They were Mr. Michael
Coleman (30) of Colligan Street and Mr. Peter
McAleese (38) of Ballymurphy Parade. Thelr
killer stepped from a hijacked car and
sprayed both men with a 12-15 round burst of
fire from a sub: hi; n.
in full view of witnesses and within 25 yards of
an Army observation post.

Only a madman, or someone who knew
there was no danger to him from that quarter,
would commit such an act In full view of a
post occupled by heavily armed soldlers.

later that day British Army Press Officers
issued a brief statement on the incldent. It
said: “The observation post on the junction of
Divis Street and Northumberland Street was
unoccupied at the time of the shooting.”” This

to lon that the road

machine — storles about gunmen, gun-
flashes, gunshots, and proper action by
disciplined troops! The people of Newry, and
in particular the people of the Derrybeg
Estate where Kevin lived, know better. An
eye witness to the killing gave the following
account to the i of the Ci

block on Northumberland Street, a major
traffic route, was also conveniently ‘unoc-
cupled’.

Incredulous residents from the Lower Falls,
say the observation post has a commanding
view of the Divis Flats-Albert Street area. On

ys It Is used to observe men entering

Ceanntalr: -
“The British Army came into the estate
about midnight. The whistles were blown by

Caravan dwellers from Clondalkin, Co.
Dublin have come together to form the
Clondalkin Caravan Dwellers Assoclation.
This action follows the publication In the
Unlted Irlshman and other newspapers of the
results of a survey by the Pat McKay Cumann
of Sinn Feln. The survey revealed that many
of the caravan dwellers were living In very
bad conditlons and that they were paying
exorblitant rents for sites that provided little
or no facilitles.

The Inaugural meeting of the Assoclation
decided that each site should seek
representation on the Clondalkin Community
Council. The Assoclatlon is also to consider,
as a matter of priority, the possibility of af-
filiating to the National Association of Tenant
Organisations.

sinn fein
support acra

Sinn Feln supports A.C.R.A. for a
repayment strike untll a full Investigation
Into the actlvitles of Bullding Socletles takes
place. Sinn Feln Is aware that this Increase
was Intended to apply before the General
Electlon (as noted In our pre-election
statement) but was held back In order not to
make It an election Issue.

Not only should there be an Investigation
into the present structure and actlvities of
Bullding Socletles, In particular thelr
massive advertising expenditure, but the

ifa levy
condemned

The Annual General Meeting of the Sean
Misteil Cumann of Sinn Feln In Carrick-
macross, Co. Monaghan condemned the Irish
farmers’ Assoclation for its attempt to collect
funds by means of a levy on livestock sold
through marts. The motion pointed out that
this was a most unfair way to collect funds to
finance an 1.F.A. Office and staff in Brussels.
The Cumann called on the farmers of Co.
Monaghan to refuse to co-operate in this
system of collecting the levy. It was pointed
out that the Irish Farmers’ Assoclation did
not represent the small or medium sized
farmers. The IFA consistently ignored the
demands and needs of these small farmers
and was only Interested in the needs and
greed of the rancher type farmers.

The sheep are ready for shearing.

T

ing Government should be encouraged
to make a radical re-appraisal of the whole
field of housing finance.

Sinn Fein hold that it Is a crime that any
breadwinner should have to spend thirty
years and more of his working life paying for
the roof over the heads of his family. Housing
is a vital social necessity and should be taken
out of the realm of speculation. To have any
institution in the State, public or private,
urging one section of the Irish public to Invest
at six per cent in the misery of another section
forced to borrow at the Shylock rate of ten per
cent Is a failure to govern in the interests of
the people.

The reaction of the incoming Government
to this scandal and the widespread sufferings
and deprivations caused by it will provide a
large section of the public with a true
measure of the difference between a Coalition
and a Fianna Fall government.

We would remind A.C.R.A. members of the
request made recently by the Fine Gael
Parllamentary Party to Local Authoritles not
to prosecute in the Differential Rent disputes.
Differentlal rent temants led by N.A.T.O.
would appear to have won a victory. A.C.R.A.
may do likewlse, Sinn Feln offers full support,

the I went to my tor window and
looked out. A “duck-squad” of six was moving
towards my-house from the direction of the
shops. Two of them sat on a wall outside my
home (In 3rd Ave.) and the others moved Into
the gardens. About six more got out of a
Saracen at the shops and moved to the same
area. They were not wearing any headgear or
Identification. They were clearly drunk. A
number were still drinking from bottles. They
were shouting, cursing and threatening
anyone In sight.

I heard the soldler on the radlo say: ‘“Ihe
crowd Is hostile — we are going to retreat”.
All of them gathered Into a circle In the
middle of the road and were briefed by one of
their number. He then gave the order.—
“Charge, get the Fenlan bastards”! They
then charged into 2nd Ave. Some of the people
from the area followed them. Young Kevin
Heatley was sitting on a garden wall on the
3rd Ave./2nd Ave. corner. A small number of
other people were standing further up 3rd
Ave. I heard a lot of shouting and a woman’s
scream from the 2nd Ave. area. I heard a shot
and saw Kevin fall off the wall. This was
definitely the only shot I heard during the
whole time. I know that If there had been any
other shooting 1 would have heard it. I was
able to hear people shouting streets away.

When I realised what had happened 1
rushed down to where the young lad fell.
There was complete confusion. Soldlers
rushed from everywhere and continued their
abuse of the people. I fainted and when I came
round again I found that the soldiers were
searching my home. I saw Kevin fall and It
was a clear case of cold-blooded, callous
murder”’.

No further comment Is necessary. We
merely wish to reiterate what we have been
saying since 1969, that the British Army Is
NOT, and can never be, a peace-keeping
force. It Is In the Six Countles serving the
Interests of big business and high finance, and
it could not care less how many Irish ‘pawns’
are klilled In furtherance of those Interests. It
surely must be obvious to all now that the
British Army has no answer to the problems

and leaving nearby St. Peter’s church and it
seems incredible it was not so used at the time
of the murders, as they happened while
worshippers were leaving church after at-
tending a 12 o’clock Service.

Commenting on the un-manned road block,
one sald: “This street Is one of few
carrying traffic between the Falls and
Shanklll areas. Since the pogroms of August
1989, It has always been regarded as a
potentlal trouble spot by the Army. I don’t
remember a time when there wasn’t a car
check here.”

THE. WEIGHT OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL
EVIDENCE IS DAMNING. NO SECTARIAN
MURDERER WOULD RISK PASSING
ALONG A ROAD WHERE A PERMANENT
ROAD BLOCK IS SITUATED. NO SEC-
TARIAN MURDERER WOULD OPERATE
IN FULL VIEW OF AN OBSERVATION
POST THAT IS MANNED NIGHT AND DAY.
THE ARMY’S MURDER SQUAD HAVE
BEEN CAUGHT OUT BY THEIR OWN
DUPLICITY. IF THE POLICE REALLY
WANT TO CATCH THE MURDERERS OF
PETER McALEESE AND MICHAEY
COLEMAN THEY SHOULD CENTRE
THEIR ENQUIRIES ON THE MILITARY
CAMPS AT LISBURN AND HOLLYWOOD.

funds urgently
needed

As a result of its efforts In the election, Sinn
Feln Is now In serious financial difficulties.
The cost of the printing of literature alone will
amount to over £4,000 and overall our debts
will amount to over £6,000. This is a pittance
compared to the vast amounts of money
which have been spent by the other parties on
the election. FUNDS ARE NOW URGENTLY
NEEDED TO ENABLE US TO CONTINUE
OUR NORMAL POLITICAL WORK AND TO
PREPARE FOR THE LOCAL ELECTIONS.
ALL DONATIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO
“CENTRAL ELECTION FUND”, 30 GAR-
DINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1.
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yty state and taking its seats. The reaction of the voters was encouraging.

4 of this country had before them a programme that was unambiguously socialist,
ghe problems and potential of the working-class people of Ireland.

yires the party to greater effort and assures the candidates of success in another

§m|ides have had, because of its acceptance by the people despite the bans of
jeast its organisation has been given the tonic of action — a practical test certain

ment of the resources of Ireland by and on behalf of the working-class people of
aities for all, irespective of sex, religion or conviction; the elimination of repressive
ple, of their cultural inheritance.

gly with the establishment of a 32-county socialist republic, the candidates of Sinn
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s; genuinely and responsibly for the lIrish working-class.

| PEIGIN DOYLE — *‘For many JOE SHERLOCK ‘“‘We 5

1 thousands of young people living In promised before the election that “Agaln and agaln, we've been asked
| flats is Inevitable. Sinn Fein Is whatever the outcome Sinn Fein to define republicanism. To us, In
i Sinn Feln, republicanism Is no

Six Countles

gesources of
llist system
“Coalition as

1
nost radical

determined
¢ Inevitably mean paying high rents

that It must not

ment, fisheries and land control.
Sinn Fein Is on the march.

HERE SINN FEIN STANDS

candldates would continue to work
in their areas, to expose local

DONNCHA Mac RAGHNAILL —

empty, emotlonal cry. It Is the
of a soclety In all

for bad accommodation with little problems, deman ac-
security. The fight for flat dwellers ceptable to local people. You can Ireland In which every citizen will
goes on"’. rest assured that work will continue, _';a'l‘v§ equ:l‘rlsh_lse-:: npﬂ;:rﬂﬂél:zi-
hospitals, 1. 1 > at’s what we've been N

onthospiialelachools flocelpover That’s what we'll go on fighting for”’.

for the Coalition found it politic to

Sinn Feln has also called for an L
campalgn to end poverty. As the party’s election
programme established, some 700,000 people In the
Twenty-Six Countles are dependent, directly or
Indirectly, on welfare benefits; the very poor, the
homeless, the chronically ill and the long-time
unemployed have fallen through the so-called
welfare net and are beyond assistance unless It be
directed specifically and speedily at them. The new
government now has the chance to tackle this

boast thelr bad record during the campaign, as If it
were something to commend them to the people of a
country which has suffered enough harassment and
betrayal In its history to demonstrate both lts
viclousness and unacceptabllity. Sinn Feln
demands the release of all political prisoners, In the
Curragh, Mountjoy, Portlacise and Limerick, of
whatever persuasion. The party continues to
demand the repeal of all repressive legislation and

ople in a
;:h:lstlc as problem, funding the campaign — at least In part — the revocation of such out-dated and Intimidatory
has galned from the money saved on agricultural subsidles orders as the Watching and Besetting order.
has put Its since entry to the Common Market. It s clear that many rank-and-flle members of the
swith a sub- Not surprisingly, Sinn Feln dlffers radically from Labour Party, along with some members of the
Iw dtself, Is the new Coalition on economic Issues and on the so- parllamentary party and some members of Fine
: called “law and order” questlon. The economlc Gael, have no desire to see the continued
' ent as policies of Sinn Feln, endorsed by successive Ard- harassment of Irish working-class people by a so-
the Labour Fhelseanna and put forward In the “United Irlsh- called Irlsh regime actlng on Instructions from
the 'way of man” and In other Repsol publications, would place London and In concert with the remna of the
D put thelr the wealth and resources of this country under the Orange Unlonlst administration In Bell It Is
t it only ?::l‘l;‘lglzfl:’;:m‘ﬁzlﬁ,:ghll country, to be developed :;‘me or them to m:lk'e‘ thlellr volflel| heard, so that
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Following our report in the January issue
of the assistance that 'Socialist’” Willl
Brandt of Germany is giving Britain to train
her terrorists for service in the 6 Counties,
we have received reports from France and
the United States giving some details of how
these two countries are playing their part to
help Britain maintain control in Ireland.

The military camp of Larzac was
established in 1902. Michael Debre, the then
Minister for Defence in 1970, extended the
camp from 3000 hectares to 17,000 hectares.

The extension of the camp meant that many
of the local people who lived and worked on
the land lost their means of livelihood. The
troops now train over an area of 100,000
hectares and the camp, despite the protests
of the people, continues to grow. Over the
past years the peasants have made many
attempts to organise resistance to the
military occupation of their land. In July of
last year the peasants decided to go to Paris
if no decision was made to close the camp.

Instead of closure the French authorities
decided between Christmas and the New
Year to extend the camp further. A march
to Paris was organised on January 7th and
it is intended to continue and escalate the
present campaign.

Attacks on troops

Over the past few years the most
notorious visitors to Camp Larzac have
been units of the British Army. A report
published in a New York paper says that
these units have been subjected to attack by
local people. Petrol bombs were thrown at
two British Army vehicles as they drove
through the town of Milhau. After a number
of incidents British troops were restricted to
camp. Walls are covered with slogans like
"“English Army Out’’ and crude drawings of
British helicopters attacking sheep.

Another slogan proclaims: “/In Larzac
preparations are made for the assassination
of the people of Northern Ireland””. The
peasants have joined the fight to retain their
land with the struggle in the Six Counties. At
one of their demonstrations a speaker
declared: ‘“What we are defending and
what you are defending with us, is life,
dignity, respect of man, peace. | have seen
in my village of La Blaquiere, English
soldiers hiding behind walls, store-house,
and even on the roof of the house, with
weapons in their hands, and one hour later,
| was seeing again the same pictures, on
television, but this fime in Ireland!

MARTA

The

French sign of protest.

United

League of
Repression

america

The five Irish Republican Clubs in New York
City organised a sit-in demonstration at the
B.O.A.C. offices on Fifth Avenue on February 17th
in support of Irish political prisoners. Members
draped signs over B.O.A.C. window displays
calling for the release of all prisoners and Civil
Rights for the people of Ireland. During the oc-
cupation of the offices a large number of members
and supporters picketed the building bringing
business to a halt.

When the Resources Study Group

profit derivable from

Navan is

local pay-off will be £3.5 million in

The Coiste Seasta of the Clubs in a statement
distributed during the protest called for, (1) The
immediate release of all political prisoners in
Ireland and Britain(2) Freedom to'dissent from
the repressive policies of the British and Dublin
governments; (3) Immediate cessation of all
British interference in the affairs of the Irish
people. .

The protest was also directed against American
Government policies of aid to Britain. A recent
report that 800 British commandos had just com-
pleted training in North Carolina confirmed what
many people suspected for a long time. The report
stated that after instruction in counter-insurgency
from the U.S. Army the commandos will be going
for a tour of duty in the Six Counties. It is only a
short step from training British troops in America
to sending American advisers to the Six Counties to
assist more actively British administration and
troops in their terrorist tactics.

The Cathal Brugha Club in Madison, Wisconsin,
which was organised some twelve months ago is
aware and has been very active in highlighting
what the real issues are for the American and Irish
people. During the re-inauguration of Nixon on
January 20th last the club took part in a demon-
stration through the street§ of Madison to protest
against American aggression in South East Asia
and calling for support for these countries in their
fight against imperialism. A banner carried by
club members called for U.S. troops out of S.E.
Asia and British out of Ireland.

Readers of the United Irishman in Madison
wishing to help the Irish Republican movement
should contact the Cathal Brugha Club at 306 N.
Brooks Street, Madison, Winconsin, 53715.

jobs it could generate in the smelting

published their Navan pamphlet Ia§t
March, Tara Mines repudiated their
figures on the value of the ore
deposits as ludicrously high. Events
since, indicate it is Tara’s figures
that are deceptively low.

In its 1971 Annual Report, Tara
estimates the total potential of
Navan at 51.9 million tons of ore. In
their application for planning
permission to develop the deposits
this February, the figure had crept
up to 77m. tons. The figure does not
include reserves controlled by the
Bula Company at nearby Nevin-
stown.

_Even accepting Tara’s official
figures, however, the amount of

enormous. There is approximately
6.4 million tons of pure zinc and 1.3
million tons of pure lead in these
deposits. At current prices these
reserves are worth a total of £1,294.6
million. The long-term prospects for
both metals are good due to a world
scarcity. (The price of lead has
increased by 25.4 per cent in the last
two years, the price of zinc by 47 per
cent). i

Tara says that they will produce
240,000 tonnes of lead/zinc per year.
This means a life of 32 years for the
mine. They say also that con-
struction work on the mine will
provide 1,000 jobs at a wage of £35
per week. But the work will be
completed in two years. Thus the

this initial period. Assuming the
mine then continues to employ 600
miners at £35 per week for the
remainder of its life, the total in-
come for the Navan/ Drogheda area
from the mines will end up at around
£50 millign. A mere drop in the ocean
compared with the £1,294.6 million
worth of ore the mine will produce.

In the first year of operation alone,
the company will recoup £40.4m.
With a long-term profit of over £1,000,
million in the offing, it is no wonder
that Tara shares have risen in price
from 5.90 dollars in March, 1971 to a
current 16.75 dollars.

Not only will wealth be exjorted
from Ireland in this way, but the
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and metal processing industries will
be lost — jobs estimated at as many
as 200,000.

As Murrough O’Brien said in
Trinity College last March, ‘‘base
metal mines can provide a basis for
the initial economic ‘take-off’ of an
underdeveloped country’’. Mr.
O‘Brien should know — he is general
manager of Tara.

One ingredient to the ‘take-off’ he
didn’t mention was that such a
country needs a government
prepared to fight the international
companies for the profits needed to
accomplish it. A socialist govern-
ment that puts people’s rights before
company profits.
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The first article in this series drew
attention to the state of the oceans.
In recent years, the seas have been
the subject of many investigations,
one reason being their potential as a
source of food. At the same time,
they continue to be used as a
dumping-ground for certain highly
dangerous wastes. The ac-
cumulation of these poisons in fhe
tissues of animals on which man
depends, has resulted on a ban on
fish as a food in the vicinity of some
industrial areas of the world.

However, not all of the con-
taminants in the seas which could be
harmful, have been deliberately
thrown overboard by man. Many
gases and even some liquids like oll,
are drawn from the atmosphere (oil
can of course get to the seas in a
number of ways), and others run off
the land where they were originally
dumped. Probably the majority of
pollutants are to some extent
capable of being dissolved in water
and for these the seas are the final
repository. A small number of
pollutants which cannot be dissolved
by water are carried in suspension
in the rivers to the seas. One of these
is D.D.T. which is very persistent
and builds up in the fat tissues of
living animals and thus make its
way to the ocean basins where in
time it deteriorates. According to
estimates, approximately 25 per
cent of D.D.T. and compounds of
that type that have been produced so
far have reached the seas and
already, on a world-wide scale,
there has been a marked reduction
in the reproduction of certain
marine fish which some experts
associate with a build-up of this type
of pest-killer.

Visual pollution

The city about which our culture
revolves, produces a wide range of
contaminants but the most harmful
are not always the most obvious. In
Britain, for example, the Clean Air
Act was effective in lessening smoky
waste from dwelling houses and
factories. Since it was brought in in
1956, sulphur dioxide, a gas which is
produced largely by oil-fired central
heating, has increased by as much
as 25 per cent in places. Sulphur
dioxide which has been described as
unsafe in any form, is colourless and
in small quantities fairly odourless
and so does not receive the same
attention as smoke.

Visual pollution and noise are
anvironmental contaminants of
which most city dwellers are aware.
The forest of television aerials which
breaks the skyline in parts of Dublin
could be replaced by a single mast.
While we have good reason to be
angry about nuisance which we can
see, smell and hear, it seems absurd
that these issues do not always
deserve so much priority. The noise
of traffic, however intolerable, is
less harmful than carbon monoxide
fumes from burning petrol. It has
now been discovered that lack of
concentration by some drivers from
this source may result in traffic
accidents.

Effect on water

Domestic waste and rubbish is an
exainple of several-pollutants-in-
one. Some of them unpleasant, but in
biological terms safe, and others
‘disposable’ but dangerous. Broken
bottles, for example, are harmful to
bare feet but glass is not chemically
active and so is not a biological
hazard. Plastics on the other hand
are. When burned, and this is the
usual way of getting rid of them,
chemicals known as P.C.Bs are
released and these are similar in
structure to D.D.T. Although P.C.Bs
are a significantly sea water
pollutant, they have only recently
been tound to have a destructive
effect on living matter and these are
not yet fully understood. Paper,
which forms approximately a third

arbage of

Capitalism

MAN in the affluent western world represents 20% of
human numbers and consumes 80% of the worlds products,
Being a city-dweller he lives in high densities and the
compact society he has developed requires great efficiency
to function and the maximum use of space. These two

factors are the root cause of pollution.

of all household waste is another
type of polluting material and most
papers can be broken down by
bacteria. Such substances as paper
are known as biodegradable and are
not harmful in small quantities, but
unfortunately western man
produces them in vast amounts.
The breakdown of natural
biodegradable substances generally
takes place in water. The process
requires oxygen and this gas is
taken from the immediate
surroundings. Water which has lost

its oxygen is unable to support
animal life and the fish are the first
casualties. Intensive livestock units,
sewers, creameries, and some in-
dustrial processes, all discharge
waste which needs oxygen, into the
environment.

The impact of organic
biodegradable waste on the sea is
similar to, but less spectacular than,
their effects in fresh water, because
the water body receiving them s
larger, although many of our
estuaries clear’ly show symptoms of

NAOI

pollution. Freshwater lakes ac-
cumulate nitrates (aclds) and
phosphates (salts of phosphoric
acid) which are made up of body-
wasfe, as well as of detergents and
Inorganic fertllizers. The tiny cells
of seaweed and other water plants
which occur In relatively small
numbers in lakes, are thus provided
with nourishment and “bloom” In
summer. As the cells break down,
oxygen Is faken from surroundlng
waters. The decay of eac

generation of finy cells releases
nitrates and phosphates back tfo the
lake where they remain. This
process of enrichment is known as
putrophication, which in fact, means
that a lake which Is over-rich in
nutrients becomes over-grown with
plant life, as a result of these cells
being nourished.

U.S. and U.S.S.R.

The accumulated effects of
eutrophication cause a snfpaﬂon
whereby it is virtually impossible to
change the lakes back to their
original state. Even the American
Great Lakes have been altered as a
result of enrichment.

But the disease is not confined to
western society and Lake Baikal in
the Soviet Union, representing one-
fifth of the world’s supply of fresh
water, is a case in point, having been
seriously affected by a SINGLE
industrial plant. 1

Cutrophication is especially tragic
in Ireland, which is justly world
famous for its salmon and trout
fisheries. One of the long-term sub-
critical effects here could be the
replacement of these valuable
animals with coarse fish whose
oxygen requirements are less
severe.

The preoccupation of western
society with cleanliness, has made
itself clear in some peculiar ways
and chemical companies have been
quick to take advantage. There are
now a large number of aerosols and
other flykillers available to a public
obsessed with hygiene. Whether the
flies or the killing agents are the
more harmful to man is very much a
matter of debate but at least one
product which can be hung in the
kitchen is the subject of much
controversy in scientific circles. It is
up to everyone to become informed
of the dangers of products they are
spreading around the house — the
advertisers will not tell you.

International co-operation

When discussing modern methods
of food packaging, preparation,
medication, indeed almost any
aspect of life which requires
chemicals at some point, it is im-
possible to say with certainty what
the consequences will be. Pollution
is judged by its effects and these are
not always immediately obvious.
Pesticides and disinfectants,
preservatives, liquid and gaseous
wastes may all have long-ferm ef-
fects which will show themselves at
some future ‘time. Mercury
poisoning may continue for several
years before its symptoms appear.
Or the effects could express
themselves in a statistical way. In
America, for example, the length of
life expectancy has begun to fall

back, possibly as a result of
pollution.
The normal reaction of many

people to the dangers of our current
way of life is one of despair. The
problems seem too big to tackle. It
has been established that sulph' -
dioxide originating in the industrial
midlands of England is a serious
pollutant in the rain of Scandanavia
and many other examples em-
phasise that in the context of
pollution no country is an island.

A general improvement will in-
volve international co-operation and
possibly fundamental changes Iin
society also.
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James Todd, Belfast; Frank Goodman, Belfast;
John Madden, Armagh; Pat Maxwell, Belfast;
Paddy O'Neill, Belfast; Thomas Power, Belfast;
George McNally, Belfast; Peter McFarlane,
Dunmurry; Sean Hanna, Belfast; Willie Skillen;
Roger Torney; Jim Smith; Paddy Clarke; John J.
McAuley, Belfast; Noel Deagan, Crossgar, Co
Down; Paul Hemsworth, Belfast; James Reynolds,
Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim; George Lynas,
Belfast; Michael Gilmore, Newtownabbey, Co.
Antrim; Sam Matthews, Belfast; Tom Kearns,
Newry; Seamus Faloon, Newry; Martin McKenna,
Newry; Tony Kelly, Newry; Michael Donnel
Belfast; Peter Cosgrove, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone;
Mick Mallon, Andersonstown, Belfast; Pat O'Hare,
Andersonstown, Belfast; Brendan Macken, An-
dersonstown, Belfast; Eddie Magee, An-
dersonstown, Belfast; Pat Moran, Ballymurphy,
Belfast; Brian Stewart, Turf Lodge, Belfast; Sean
Bunting, Dermot Hill, Belfast; Jim Robb, Lower
Falls, Belfast; Sam Smith, Lower Falls, Belfast;
Robert McConville, Lower Falls, Belfast; Frank
McAlorum, Lower Falls, Belfast; Frank Weir,
Lower Falls, Belfast; Jim Goodman, Lower Falls,
Belfast; Artie Maguire, Markets, Belfast; Frank
Quinn, Markets, Belfast; Gerard Burns, Ardoyne,
Belfast; Paul Patterson, Ardoyne, Belfast; Gerry
Loughlin, Unity Flats, Belfast; Leo Davis, Unity
Flats, Belfast; Frank McGrady, Unity Flats,
Belfast; Peter Monaghan, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone;
Seamus Carragher, Newry, Co. Down; Pat Morgan,
Rostrevor, Co. Down; Peter O'Hagan, Hilltown, Co.
Down; Tony Kerr, Coalisland, Co. Tyrone; Charles
Kelly, New Barnsley, Belfast; Tony McShane,

Curragh Camp

Roland Giles, Dublin, 6 years.
Ronnie Deehan, Derry, 4 years.
William Deery, Derry, 4 years.
Michael Doherty, Derry, 2 years.
Seamus Doherty, Derry, 2 years.

Mountjoy

Oliver McCaul, Newry, Co. Down, 15 months.
Sean Kiernans, Newry, County Down, 15 months.
John Clarke, Newry, County Down, 18 months.
Cathal Goulding, Jnr., Dublin, 1 year.

Hugh McConville, Dublin, 1 year.

Dan O'Riordan. Dublin, 15 months.

Noel Jenkinson, 30 years, Leicester prison.
Pat O’Sullivan, 7 years, Hull prison.
Conor Lynch, 7 years, Wakefield prison.
James Moore, 7 years, Wormwood Scrubs.
Michael Gaughan, 7 years, Albany.

Alex McLaverty, 5 years, Maidstone.
Richard McLaverty, 5 years, Maidstone.
Michael Duignan, 34 years, Albany.
Finbar Kissane, 2 years, Wormwood Scrubs.
Jack McElduff, 3 years, Albany.

Joe Farrington, 4 years, Stafford.

Jim Flynn, 2 years, Lincoln.

Michael Tobin, 2 years, Chelmsford.

NA DAILL SA DAIL

BhNollaig, an chéad ld den mhi

Bhi na daill sa Ddil in 4 sui,

F.F. agus F.G.

Lig Caitlin Ni hUallachdin B—

Ag Halla na Saoi—

Phég F.F. agus F.G. téin Shedin Bhui.

Shocraiodar triur dli, a fhdgfas Eire ar an-
chaot,

Agus chuir Eamonn D—a ainm faoi.

Fuair Mac Stiofdin sé mh{

Faoin rud a rinne Eamonn D—

O 1916 go '23. Td sé beo f6s agus caint
faoi.

Ta Mac Stiofdin ar stailc bidh agus di.
Nil tuairisc faoi ar RTE.

Buailtear cois air ar chaoi.

Buailfear f6d air roimh mhi.

Ni bhfaighfear bua air choiche.

Sedn O Coisdealbha.
(Mi na Nollaig '72)

SAOIRSE STATEMENT

RTA

ON PRISON CONDITIONS

Prisoners in Portlaoise
Jail have formed a union and
over three quarters of the

men have joined. The
President is Noel Lynch,
there are two secs., Hugo
Meehan and Simon
O’Donnell and the shop
stewards are Patrick Magill,
James Grant, Tom Burke
and Seamus Flanagan.
Collectively. they have all
gone fo see the Governor
about the deplorable con-
ditions in all aspects of the
prison. The prison

authorities have already
reacted to the unity of the
prisoners by refusing
recreation to any prisoner
who remains in jt. Hugo
Meehan has lost one month’s
recreation and he has been
forbidden to speak fo more
than one prisoner at a time.
The Union is now reported to
have organised a hunger
strike throughout the jail.
Brendan Walshe, speaking at
a public meeting organised
by Saoirse in Dublin, said
that conditions were so bad
that men about to be moved
from Mountjoy to Portlaoise
deliberately injured them-
selves to delay the transfer.
He said that the men rebelled
against the strict discipline
in the jail and the brutality of
some of the warders.

Demand public inquiry

‘“Saoirse, the Committee
established by Sinn Fein to
work for the release of Irish
political prisoners and for
better conditions in prisons
in Ireland support the call of
Portlaoise prisoners for a
public enquiry into con-
ditions in that prison. The
Committee consider that the
allegations made by the
Portlaoise Prisoners’
Committee are so serious

that we would be failing in
our duty as human beings if
we stood aside and
registered no protest at the
violation of the dignity of
man. We have had these
allegations borne out by
political prisoners recently
removed to the Curragh
Camp and by the many ex-
prisoners from Portlaoise
prison. These men are
human beings before they
are “criminals” — as the
establishment would like fo
classify them.

Our Committee on being
urged by prisoners in the
Crumlin Road Jail in Belfast,
has brought out a
programme of prison
reform. We consider the
demands of the Portlaocise
Prisoners’ Committee as
being just, basic and
unanswerable and we
reiterate our full support for
them. .

In calling for a public
enquiry into the conditions of
Portlaoise Prison we ask the
Justice Department‘s per-
mission to allow an
Executive member of the
Saoirse Committee and a
reporter from ‘‘The United
Irishman’’ newspaper to
visit the prison and discuss
further the demands of the
Prisorers’ Committee.

WILLIS EXTRADITION CASE

Michael Willis, a young Belfast Republican, was
arrested and sentenced to ten years imprisonment
in April, 1971,

Before being sentenced he had received the, by
now, usual treatment from British troops and
police that all prisoners receive in the Six Counties,
beatings, abuse and threats. Transferred to
Crumlin Road prison he was there a few days when
along with his comrades inside an escape was
organised. At 9.15 a.m. on May the 5th Michael
escaped. It was evening before the prison
authorities discovered that they were one prisoner
less. A' few days later Michael was, as he thought,
safe in Dublin.

In November of 1972 Michael Willis was
arrested by the Special Branch in Dublin. He was
charged with (1) A bank robbery in Limerick
although he had never been in Limerick; (2) A shop
robbery in Dublin. A total amount of £15,000 in both
cases. These charges it turned out after a few hours
were designed to enable the Special Branch to hold
him whilst they sought instructions regarding his
extradition. Some hours after his arrest the phoney
charges were dropped and he was told he could go.
He went as far as the Bridewell Prison gate where
he was re-arrested and this time charged with

escaping from Crumlin Road prison. Brought
before a court the next morning an extradition
order was granted and he was allowed 15 days to
appeal. An appeal was lodged and it is expected
that the case will be heard in the High Court soon.

Michael Willis is only one of a number of men
from the Six Counties against whom extradition
orders have been granted. The principle of political
asylum has long been recognised and upheld in-
ternationally and here in Ireland. All people who
are concerned with freedom and the rights of the
individual must feel alarmed at this latest attempt
by the governments in Ireland and Britain to
further erode the right of political asylum. The case
of Michael Willis will be fought through all the
courts of this State and if necessary will be brought
to the European Court of Human Rights. This is an
issue on which there can be no compromise. It
affects the lives and liberties of many men and
women and cuts across all political loyalties. A
special fund has been opened to help cover the
expected large legal expenses involved in fighting
to defeat extradifion. x

Send yogur subscription now to Extradition
Fund. Cabhair. 30 Gardiner Place, Dublin 1.

CABHAIR

Coliste Folrthintna bPhriosunach Poblachtach

Please give as generously as you can to help
the wives and dependents of Interned men and of
those on the run. These people face great hard-
ships as a result of Britain’s policy of repression,
and we all have a duty to stand by them. Because
of the large numbers who have subscribed so
generously already, It is Impossible to publish a
full list of acknowledgements, but the com-
mittees will receipt all monles received.

IRISH REPUBLICAN PRISONERS
DEFENCE AND AID FUND. 30 GARDINER
PLACE, DUBLIN 1.

The Prisoners’ Aid Com-

AID COMMITTEE DEMANDS

discrimination  exercised

mi\gcc organised by Clann na

h-Eircann and supported by

other organisations in Britain

have made the following

demands on behalf of all

prisoners in English jails.
1. That all Republ

against them in the British®
judicial and prison system and
in recognition of the fact that
they are inside because of
their committed political
vILews which they refuse to

in
English jails be recognised as
Political Prisoners, as no
Republican can be given a fair
trial in this country before
class-biased and prejudiced
courts and juries,

2. That they be held in the
sume prison and be allowed to
wear civilian clothes.

0
individuals and organisations

support our demand for an .

amnesty in view of the blatant

all sympathetic -

despite harassment
and intimidation.

4. That a call be made for
un independent public enquiry:
into the truly appalling con-
ditions which now exist in
rish jails.
committee issues 2

regular bulletin and maintains

contact with all the prisoners.
» Information on the com-
mittee und its work can be had
from P.A.C., 318 Lillie Road,
Fulham, London S.W.6.
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Over the last two years an
acute unemployment
problem has been developing
in Waterford City (pop.
30,000). Today there are 1,600
on the unemployed files at
the local Labour Exchange.

In this period such old
established firms, which
were part of Waterford's
history, as Hearnes,
Croaners and Dennys, have
closed. Between them they
employed some 500/600
workers. Waterford has also
experienced the |1.D.A.
backed firms such as
Waterford Gear Co., Tron-
jaeger and Robert Wilson,
which never seemed to have
really functioned even
though backed by hundreds
of thousands’ of the people’s
money. Married to all this
Waterford has had redun-
dancies in the Meat Industry,
and its allied processing
plants such as tanners, hide-
curing, cosmetics and glue
manufacturers.

In most cases these set-
backs were feebly taken by
the Trade Unions, except in
the case of Dunlops, where
the workers showed a true
understanding of what the
employer was trying to do,
and answered with a
solidarity that was later
defeated and smashed by the
1.C.T.U. These redundancies
and sackings are done under
the guise of a word called
“rationalisation’’.

While the electorate in the
26 Counties over the past
couple of weeks were being
fed on a diet of promises and
a£30 million surplus from the
E.E.C. farm subsidies, the
Clover Meats management
had schemed behind the
workers back and applied for
rationalisation and redun-
dancy grants to sack 200
workers.

In view of the election,
Clover were advised to stall
for a few weeks although all
documentation had been
prepared and 70 per cent
processed it was felt unwise
to sack 200 people in the
midst of such rosy promises.

First to receive this tragic
news was Sinn Fein late on
the Monday before the
elections, who immediately
classified it and issued press
statements which both the
“Evening Prass’”” and the
“Evening Herald’” seemed
reluctant to carry. The un-
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welcome news was chan-
nelled to the Clover workers
via 1,000 leaflets exposing the
hypocrisy of the situation.

Barely two months ago,
Michael Collins, General
Manager of Clover, cleverly
engineered the workers fo
take to the streets in protest
over the export of cattle on
the hoof. Clearly he was
trying to establish himself as
*the man who tried his best”
but at this juncture it ap-
pears the workers have seen
through his scheme.

Since February 27th unity
and solidarity among Clover
workers in Waterford is the
keynote and it appears that
the arrogance displayed in
Limerick will not be Ilgmlx
accepted in Waterford.
workers’ committee is being
set up, enlarging on the In-
ternal Trade Union struc-
ture. This trend of a workers’
committee embracing all
trades, skills and functions at
shop floor level, shows itself
as a shining light and could
initiate other such com-
mittees in other factories
with an over-all co-
ordinating committee.

One may feel that this is
somewhat of a duplication of
Trades Councils but the
experience in Waterford has
been that when the Water-
ford Council of Trade Unions
went about setting up a
“Committee on Redun-
dancies’”” every employer
class organisation was in-
cluded which ended up top
heavy employer-wise with
only about 30 per cent Trade
Union representation.

Together with these
workers’ committees, Clover
workers should demand:

1. An immediate stop to
the export of cattle on the
hoof.

2. A breakdown of
shareholding and
directors and
management,

3. A representative public
enquiry into the meat
trade in general.

4. A written guarantee
that these proposed
sackings will not take
place (the General
Manager has already
denied that the proposals
exist).

5. Worker participation in
management.

..and still more

Fears of further redundancies in Waterford, where fhe
unemployment figure has now reached 1,600, were expressed by
the Waterford No. 2 Branch of the I.T.G.W.U.

Mr. Patrick Reidy, assistant branch secretary of the Union,
said that the management of Goodbody’s Jute Factory at Tycor,
Waterford, had informed the workers that due to changes in the
market for carpet yarn, production over the next 12 months would
receive a severe setback, consequent on the change from carpet
yarn to polypropylene by Youghal Carpets Ltd.

This, he explained, would initially mean a reduction in the
manufacture of yarn by at least 35 per cent, but this could in-

crease over the next year.

The management explained to the workers that they were
engaged in talks with the |.D.A., but that nothing definite had yet
emerged. The consultations were centred on diversification
which, though welcome, would mean a vast reduction in the
number of jobs at the Tycor works.

"The man who
tried his best”
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On Sunday, February 4th salmon fishermen from
Youghal, Ardmore, Helvien, Passage East,
Cleenpoint and Dunmore East, together with
b of the lonal Waters i
League from Waterford and Kilkenny, assembled
under the walls of Lismore Castle to publicly and
clearly state that salmon flshermen were elng
discriminated agalnst In the distribution of salmon

licences while:
Absentee landlords, such as the Duke of

ronlom of the open sea.
nded class, the big ranchers and the big
en from the city can hold three or four

on.
eputation of fishermen met
him and 1 r half an hour to a story of
false concern and sympathy pouring out of him, His
real objective was to consolidate his castle and the
16,000 acres In the thinking of the ordinary people.
However, from a public meeting on Lismore
Bridge, held afterwards, the fishermen answered
him In no uncertain terms, spelled out thelr
demands, and rebuffed the Duke’s double-
standards.
Conservation of salmon stocks, we are told, Is the
prime motivatlon factor behind the reduction in the
number of salmon licences.
On the surface things just seem as If some of the
fishermen are just unfortunate, but on closer
examination It’s found that:
a) Boards of conservators decide who shall get
licences.
b) Boards of conservators are made up of two types
of members; those who are annually elected, and
those who, by virtue of the rateable valuation of
«“thelr” river stretch, are entltled to a place and a
number of votes. By and large the second category
carries the balance.
As can be seen from the above It Is the wealthy and
the landed class that control these boards and,
make no mlistake about It, they DO NOT operate In
the Inferests of the ordinary filshermen.
Genuine fishermen, some of whom have Invested
hundreds of pounds, some thousands, In boats, gear
and homes have been denied the right to fish.
In the Interests of the flshermen the ‘““United Irish-
man”’ calls for:
1. The Immediate publication of the report of the
on Inland

2. A completely new structure for Boards of Con-
servators which could truly represent the ordinary
fishermen.

3. Natlonalisation of fisheries, rivers and lakes as
in accordance with N.W.R.L. policy.
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DO DHEAG
The annual general meeting of the
Northern Ireland Civil Rights

Assoclation was held in Belfast on
17th and 18th February. The con.
ference was attended by delegates
from all over the North who
gathered to formulate NICRA policy
for the coming year. The conferenhce
passed resolutions reaffirming. the
Assoclation’s intention to continue
the non-violent and non-party
political struggle to attain civil
rights for all in Northern Ireland. If
also mandated the Incoming
executive fto strengthen the
Assoclation organisationally to
ensure the maximum Input In this
work,

The continuing Importance and
relevance of NICRA stems from its
emphasis on the fight for democracy
as the key to the Northern Ireland
situation,

The importance of the Civil Rights
issue was further emphasised on the
3rd March when the Northern
Ireland Committee of the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions held a
major conference in Belfast on the
theme, ‘The Right to Live — The
Right to Work’’. In the important
policy statement produced for the
conference the Irish Congress states
that: The fundamentals in the North
today are a rejection of violence
both ‘from the British Army and
from sectarian terrorists, and an
acceptance of the principles of non-
discrimination and political freedom
to peacefully advocate .social and
constitutional change. The only
weakness in the policy document,
and the one to which NICRA
speakers at the conference con-
stantly drew attention, was the
absence of any clear programme of
action to implement the policy. This
was clear in the section on violence
which understated the primary
responsibility of the British Army
for most of the violence in the North.

Roots of violence

The ending of violence was thus to
be achieved by what cah only be
described as extensive social work
to devise ways and means whereby
in the event of all known political
organisations giving their co-
operation, unorganised hooliganism,
personal violence and the criminal
activities, which may have been
cloaked by physical force political
action may be contained! The root
causes of the violence in Northern
Ireland go much deeper. The
mindless bombing and killing by the
Provos and other sectarian
organisations spring from the
conflicts of the Unionist system,
aggravated by the terrorist role of
the British Army. The social
engineering suggested in the text
quoted will not go very far in
eliminating those tensions and
conflicts. What is required is a
planned withdrawal of the British
Army from the situation and an
immediate dismantling of the
system which produces the conflict.

in other parts of the document, the
ICTU point out the bones of such a
programme, particularly in the
security and liberty section which
calls for the immediate end of- the
Special Powers Act and in the
human rights section which calls for
a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland
which would effectively end the
repression, introduce democracy,
and tackle sectarianism.

Despite the weakness of the 1ICTU

The right to

LIVE

¥ The right to

IWORK

document, it provides the basis for
the creation of a programme for the
530,000 trade union members north
and south of the border. Progressive
trade unionists in the North can now
more effectively deal with the
reactionary elements which are
seeking to destroy the trade union
movement. Rank and file com-
miftees should be formed to fight (at
all levels of the movement) for the
programme which the policy
document outlines. They should ask

the assistance of trade unionists in
Britain who, through the British
Trade Union Congress, have already
endorsed the demand for a Bill of
Rights first made by NICRA in 1969.
Compared to the combined weight of
the British and Irish Congresses of
Trade Unions, the likes of Billy Hull
and that unlikely representative of
the Protestant section of the working
class, Mr. Craig, cuts no ice. Trade
unionists in the South should also
give help when required, par-

M
ticularly through educating Ap\?t;l;lAc
opinion in the 26 Counties fo the
demands of the vast majority of
progressive and moderafe opinion in
the North.

The NICRA annual conference
provided the Civil Rights Movement
with |ust such a programme of
action, It affirmed that the coming
perlod Is crucial in the struggle to
end repression, Introduce
democracy, and uproot sec-.
tarianism in Northern Ireland, Iy
mandated fhe incoming Executive
fo launch a campaign of education,
organisation and agitation around
the Civil Rights demands which
would include an Iimaginative in-
ternal and external education
programme capable of mobilising
the people against repression and
sectarianism. Such a programme, if
it were fully.implemented, is a much
more certain method of achieving
justice and democracy than through
the political manoeuvering which is
portrayed as leadership by the
journalist hacks of the Irish ruling
class. The ludicrous gyrations of
Messrs. Hume and Cooper of the
SDLP in approaches to militant
loyalist organisations is no sub-
stitute for hard political graft to
build up genuine reconciliation on
the Basis of justice and democracy.

British tactics

If the ’safe’ leaders of the Nor-
thern trade union movement can be
prevented from turning the honest
revulsion of the majority of workers
against the activities of sectarian
terrorists into a ‘Back William
Whitelaw’ campaign, then the trade
union movement can be moved into
a concerted campaign for the im-
mediate implementation of the
programme confained in the
political policy decument. Already
the Whitelaw Administration has
made attempts to castrate the trade
unionists efforts by buttering them
up as ‘responsible citizens’ while
doing absolutely nothing to grant
their just demands. The tactics of
the British Government in the next
few months are patently clear. They
will continue their efforts to create
new political consensus around Mr.
Faulkner and including all the ‘‘oid
favourites”” such as Gerry Fitt,
Vivian Simpson and Robert Cooper
of the Alliance Party. Perhaps the
SDLP will achieve the power-
sharing they long for. But based, as
the settlement must inevitably be,
on the old ice age divisions, this new
one cannotf, nor will it attempt to
allow new politics to emerge in the
North let alone allow one more iota
of sovereignty to the Irish people, On
the contrary, because it is based on
the old divisions, it will help in the
further whittling away of Irish
sovereignty. Shortly after the new
seftlement a ‘grateful’ Dublin
Government can be expected to
initiate proceedings to drop Articles
2 and 3 of the Constitution. This will
allow Britain a totally free hand to
complete a ‘final solution’ in the
North of Ireland in line with her own
needs and no others.

The simple democratic demands
of the trade union and civil rights
movements are the only key
weapons which the Irish people can
throw in Britain’s imperial works.
All support should be given to both
movements in the crucial months
ahead.
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