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Storm over

Public
Order Act

PAISLEY and followers at BURNTOLLETT — First to take ruthless ad-
vantage of the Public Order Bill?

VIOLENT mobs have been roaming
the Shankil Road and U.V.F.
bombers have been busy in Belfast
blasting the British Army and the
office of the New Ulster Movement,
but the Unionist Governmeat with
its peculiar sense of priorities, has
not been deterred from ramming the
Public Order Bill down the throat of
the opposition. After turning a deaf
ear to the legitimate request of
opposition leaders to withhold Royal
assent, the Governor skips off to
Derry to look at a housing project,
leaving the Bill to be safely shep-
herded through Stormont by the
Unionist majority. ~

SPECIAL POWERS

Nothing could be more untimely.
The so-called “Order ” Bill can only
provoke disorder by adding to the
already- repressive legislation of the
Special Powers Act.

The Public Order Act is claimed
by its Unionist sponsoxs to be
demgned to. rotect” the right
to demonstrate. lp.n

to prevent demonstrations from
taking place at all. The Unionist
Government has no interest in listen-
ing to what the protesters have to
say. It is only interested in cracking
down on them with heavier penalties
for those caught “breaking the law”.

Dissent and protest are Constitu-
tionally guaranteed in Britain but in
the Six<Counties, despite all the
“Ulster is British” nonsense, the right
to dissent is being seriously
challenged.

USEFUL WEAPON

The Public Order Act can be a
particularly useful weapon in the
hands of Orange extremists. Already
the Rev. Ian Paisley has seen the
advantages in the Bill for anyone
willing to use it ruthlessly and he
has set up shop in Derry’s Guildhall
for a “prayer meeting” in an attempt
to draw out the youth of Derry into
some foolish action that will bring
the full weight of this particularly

ious piece of legisl. crash-
ing down on their heads. He may

fact, it is designed well succeed.

The “New” R.U.C.

Wilson’s New Deal

BRITISH

PROBABLY the most damning
evidence to date in the Scarman
Tribunal hearing was given by an
English Police Sergeant who charged
the RUC with “Criminal” inactivity
in failing to push back a mob of
Paisleyites who were bent on
attacking the Unity Walk Flats, at
the foot of the Shankill Road in
Belfast, last August.

The Sergeant, Frank McCullough,
who instructs recruits for the Hert-
fordshire Constabularly and has had
experience in controlling crowds
from CN.D. demonstrations in
Britain, told Mr. Justice Scarman
that he was “nauseated” by what hc
SR Xy

He d&ccnbed how the crowd massed
outside the flats and how the police
had done nothing to restrain them
from ki the idk He

C.S. Gas Condemned
Scarman and Unity Flats
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BOBBY

SLAMS R.U.C.
AT UNITY FLATS

attempted to get the police to inter-
vene but they apparently weren't
interested or didn’t have the will
to deal with the crowd.

He finally phoned the BBC and
Ulster Television and told them that
there was trouble at the Flats and
that they would get good- pictures.

Sergeant McCullough explained :
I thought if a marked broadcasting
vehicle came along the police would
see it and be forced to take action.

The Sergeant, who was home on
leave, with his father, in Clowney
St.,, Falls Road, concluded, “For the
police to do nothing was criminal.”

See—“MRS. AUSTIN'S
COURAGE”

—Page Seven.

THERE have already been several
disturbing incidents in Derry centered
around camera carrying soldiers
being ordered to take photographs
of crowds that attend Civil Rights
demonstrations and protests in the
city, With the expected protests in
other centres over the new Public
Order Bill where the military are
stationed such as Belfast and Dun-
gannon, these incidents—minor so
far—take on more ominous pro-
portions.

The army admits that “if trouble
develops” that the photographs will
be used in evidence in court. Since
the army cannot prosecute, this
means that the army is gat.herlng
evidence for the R.U.C.

Too many people have had unfor-
tunate experiences in the past with
photographs that have been produced
by the R,U.C. In the past, mere pre-
sence in a picture, however innocent,
has often been enough to “mark” a
man in the eyes of the police. The
army can offer no guarantees that
the R.U.C. won't do as they please
once the photographs are in their pos-
session and the mere appearance of a
soldier doing the R.U.Cs work can
be enough to provoke an incident in

these times of tension.

Army photographers—
treading on
 dangerous ground

[S—— - = E
Police photographer gathering
evidnmhlkny January, 1969.
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Sir Arthur
to visit
Derry

SIR ARTHUR YOUNG, Inspector-
General of the RUC is coming to
Derry on Wednesday, February 11

to meet with a deputation of five or
six members of the Derry branch of

the Civil Rights Association in order
to discuss his decision to drop the
disciplinary charges against sixteen
policemen accused of misconduct in
the Bogside, on January 4, 1969.

Mr. Eamonn Melaugh speaking ata
Civil Rights meeting, last week, said
that Sir Arthur’'s choice to drop the
charges was not a personal decision
but had been influenced by members
of the Orange Order.

UNDUE INFLUENCE

“He will never convince me,
personally, that undue influence was
brought to bear”, said Mr.
Melaugh.

Mr. Melaugh is not alone in his
opinion. Feeling "has been running
high in the Bogside against the
decision and most people feel that
Sir Arthur sold out the people that
had once hoped that he would clean
up the R.U.C. Calls for Sir Arthur's
resignation has come  from several
quarters, including Mr. Gerry Fitt,
M.P. and the Fermané'gh Civil Rights
Association, which said in a statement

not

BETRAYAL

—" The sense of betrayal and ou.-
rage which will come as a result of
this action makes it impossible that
he will ever be trusted again.”

It is doybtful if Sir Arthur's visit
to Derry will do anything more than

enrage the situation. The excuse
that he listed for dropping th2
charges ranged from the illogical

* long period of time that had elapsed
since the changes were initiated™ to
the tragically ridiculous ** the accused
officers denied the charges.”

Later statements on other polic2
matters only serve to drive home the
impression that Sir Arthur has been
totally incorporated into the Six-
County political structure.

TRADITIONAL R.U.C.

He is doubling the size of the
R.U.C.. already the largest ratio of
police to population in the British
Isles, from 3,000 to 6,000 men. For
what? Is there any increase in the
crime rate which would justify such a
drastic change?  The only possible
use for these new men can b2 in the
* traditional * R.U.C. role—as politi-
cal enforcers.

Sir Arthur also announced that in
searches in the Shankill Road a quan-

small arms were discovered in
but it was no reason for

alarm.”

What is reason for alarm is that no
charges were preferred against any
one arising out of the discovery of
these arms.

Sir Arthur stated last week that he
did not * like the tone * of the Derry
C.R.A.'s message " demanding " that
he come to Derry to discuss his de-
cision. That is understandable, the
people of Derry didn't “like the tone”
of his decision very much either.

DERRY - 195

PERHAPS Sir Arthur Young s
wenuinely mystified as to° why " the
people of Free Belfast and Free
Derry react with suspicion whenever
he mentions the “new RUC. By this
time, the entire world knows what
kind of terror was inflicted by the
police in the year preceding Sir
Arthur's appointment so he can
hardly plead ignorance to these
events, yet he still seems to consider
these events isolated instances which
were caused by a few over-enthusi-
astic constables who aren't even
deserving of any disciplinary action.
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at’s “new’ about

the R.U.C.

He [ails (or perhaps simply refuses)
to *recnise that the police actjvity
that horrified the world and which
caused the people of the Falls and
Bogside to fisht a pitched battle
against all odds to throw the police
out of these areas was simply the
natural result of 50 years of being
used as political bully-boys for the
Uniomist Government.

The two incidents photographed
above may shed a bit more light on
this position; the picture on the right
was taken in Derry when the RUC
baton-charged a crowd of Catholics

DERRY - 1968

on. St. Patrick’s Day, 1952 — lony
before the Civil Rfghts morPment
ever began. The all too similar picture
on the left is the now [amous photo
of Derry on October 5.

If the RUC haven’t changed mn
eighteen years how can Sir Arthur
honestly expect people to accept
them after only a few month's uneasy
truce. The pepple ask for proof of
new Intent. They are given white-
washed constables and an enlarged
police force. Is it any wonder that
people view the “new” RUC uwith

scepticism ?

““BABBLING”’

QUITE a furore has been caused
in the North by the appointment of
Mr. John Brooke, M.P., son of Sir
a Catholic about the

Basil (" not
place ), Lord Brookeborough as
“ Ulster's ™ Government  Publicity

and Information Chief.

Apart from the fact that the ap-
pointment is recognised as a “Govern-
ment” surrender to the hard-liners,
the appointment is also regarded,
among pressmen, as a joke.

The intellectual powers of Captain
John . are recognised as limited. a»
often happens when comparisons are
made.” in the political fieldbetween
sons and their ** famous " fathers.

Churchill and son—Randolph.

Carson and son—Edward.

Brookeborough and son—Captain

John.

Steptoe—and son.

Capt. John, however, is nobody's
mug, if he cannot do the job himself
he has the wherewith to recruit the
expertise who can do the job for him.

As I write, 3.30 pm., Tuesday,

BAD JO

February 3, from the office of the
* Belfast News Letter,” where | am
looking over some back files, Captain

John. complete with R.U.C. body-
guard and  well-known * Sunday
News " writer Patrick Riddz] (sc

lovably eccentric) are all in a happv
mood.

Could it be that the new Minister
for Information is really the Belfast

“ hard line " newspaper, the News
Letter and our old friend Paddy
Riddel?

O Paddy dear and did you hear
the news that’s gong round.

During the time that I was in the
News Letter office with my note-
book and pen. I was in receipt of some
hard stares and a noticeable drop in
the tone of conversation was obvious,
but a Voice of the North reporter has
to have a bit of a brass neck at times,
so I continued turning the files until
| came to the following written by
Paddy Riddel:— %

“The fact remains—and when I
say fact—I mean fact—that the con-

O00KE-

stituency associations have been >
inhltrated and dominated by (Le hari
line morons of Unionism, the kaisley-
ites, ind those who think as the
ornaments of our province are in the
habit of speaking, that it is exiremely
unlikely that the damage can be un-
done in time if it can be undone a
all.

*I've said it so often that I'm tirec
of saying, maybe as tired as vou ars
of readiag it—We are in a bad way.
we are in a need of better men, with
better minds to steer the province in
the direction of better things. We're
heading for the reefs, we urgently
need a change of course. 1f we don’t
make it dear readers, we'll hit the reel
so hard we’ll founder.”

The boy stood on the burning deck.

His [eet were [ull of blisters.

The Captain drank in the ship's
saloon,

‘Till the beer ran down his whiskers

—SEAN Mac BRADAIGH.
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DON’T CRY - IT’S ONLY SMOKE

Decision on C.S. Gas condemned

&

THREE

CAUSE AND EFFECT — RUC G AS-GUNNERS AND C.S. GAS VICTIM IN THE BOGSIDE. If this dreadful weapon is intended as a cure
for the Irish problem then the British Government might find out that the cure was worse than the disease

FOR FREEDOM II

THE British Government's de-
cision that Britain must retain full
right to use C.S. anti-riot gas came
under strong attack last week from
Mr. Eddie McAteer, President of
the Nationalist Party.

Mr. McAteer stated “this decision
seems to illustrate how precarious
the British Government must feel in
its hold on the Northern Ireland
situation. Obviously, the only reason
they wish to retain this dreadful
weapon ~ iS because  of the position
here. Will they be equally prepared
to use C.S. gas to stop, in Mr. Cal-
laghan's own words in reference to
the situation here, “this nonsense on
the streets” that is going on in
England?

SMOKE GAS

The British Government has ruled
that, it abides by the Geneva Con-
vention, which outlaws the use of
nerve gas or tear gas in wartime. —

The Government ruled how-

ever that, in its opinion, C.S.

was not a tear gas, but a smoke

gas!

Ask anyone from the Bogside who
watched their children choking and
screaming if C.S. was only “smoke”
and see what reply you get. Read
the labels on the thousands of empty
cartridges that littered the city
streets. They read A/RIOT IRRT
which translated means anti-riot-
irritant. Smoke gas is labled simply
“smoke.” Did the British Govern-
ment fall victim to
paganda. Some smart Six-County
P.R. man coined the term ‘“tear

smoke” for use in official R.U.C.

bulletins because
image.

it gave a nicer

CONDEMNED

‘When the U.S. Army used C.S. in
Viet Nam to flush Viet Cong gueril-
las out of underground bunkers, it
was self - rightously condemned in
Westminister. When the R.U.C. use
CsS. in Ireland indiscriminatly
against men, women and children, it
suddenly becomes ‘‘smoke” not
stinging, choking, nauseating gas.

As Mr. McAteer, in his condem-
nation stated: “If the use of this
dreadful weapon is intended as a
cure for the Irish problem then the
British Government might find out
that the cure was worse than the
disease.”

it's own pro- '

FORGES

THE Public Order Bill which be-

came Jaw on Thursday is objection-

able in some of its features. It gives
an unchecked power over processions
and d rations to the Mini

Our experts in politics and law
must examine the detail of this legis-
lation and see if it guarantees free-
dom to live without fear of bigoted

of Home Affairs, who is always an
Orangeman and therefore biased.
This power must be curbed or re-
moved by the Police Committee as
John Hume has suggested. It is also
objectionable in that it has many
features directly aimed at the type ' f
protest that the Civil Rights move-
ment has used so successfully ‘n the
recent past. Fines of £600 with six
months imprisonment  are Fascist
penalties designed to stifle legitimate
protest.

But in smashing these features of
the Public Order Bill and the more
obnoxious Special Powers Act the
tactics and timing are important.’ It
is not the most important issue at the
moment. and the position of the
minorities in the Ghettoes and in
their homes might suffer from any
distraction which would draw off the
British Troops and leave people
defenceless before the UVF.

The time and place to break the
Act is Dbefore the British General
Election. An all-out effort should be
made to draw to the attention of the
British people that this unfair and
draconian legislation works to sup:
port Orange bigotry in the North of
Ireland and that this is done by leave
of and with the blessing of the
British Home Secretary. Get the
campaign for Democracy in Ulster
and all Republican Clubs in England
to make this Act an issue in the Elec-
tion.

After the prime importance of
protecting our people, including
those who wish to demonstrate,
against attack, the next job which is
not being done, is to study the bits
of paper that are emerging with
“Reform” written on them. They
represent a whittled down version of
what Mr. Callaghan must educate and
inform us of what decisions are being
made on our behalf—no secret
negotiations are desirable in this day
and age—We have a right to know
what the future shape of our lives is
going to be like.

dis¢rimination, to ~grow towards
friendship and tolerance in the com-
munity with sacrificing a jot of prin-
ciples held in conscience, say, in re-

by
FALLS

gard to family and education, to grow
towards a united Ireland and to make
Ireland the country we want it to be
—mneither a pale imitation of England
or America or a stage Irish nonsense.

We must press for a Civil Rights
Bill and an impartial Commission to
implement it, and for the reform of
the Judiciary, the whole judicial sys-
tem and the wealthy and conservative
Law Society.

Freedom is not possible  without
economic freedom. Banks and in-
surance companies should be made to
retain their funds in Northern Treland
and to invest i't in the provision of
new industries and new jobs. The
ordinary ability of the youth of the
area should be provided with jobs
closely based on the type of area and
its products, that he lives in. Men
should never take second place to
machines, nor to the whims of some
rascal with money bags. * Ireland
for me is nothing without its people,”
said James Connolly, and the pro-
vision of jobs is the first priority.
Secondly, houses—a man is never free
until he owns a house and has an in-
terest in it.

But all this seems far away. When
you have a government with all its
key members, in the Orange Order
and totally subseryient to its dictates.
Until this link is broken, freedom .3
not going to flourish here. The
greatest failure of the Cameron Re-
port was its failure to assess the
damage of this Order. Let us hope
Scarman does not make the same
mistake.

‘““Birds of
a feather’’
in
Enniskillen

AS if the Six-Counties didn’t have
enough problems with it's home
grown Professional Haters, a group
of gentlemen farmers of the Fer-
managh Unionist Association have
decided to import some prize breed-
ing stock from across the water to
improve the local Orange herd.

Mr.  Enoch Powell, known in
Britain as “The White Tornado” will
be the guest speaker at a Unionist
meeting in Enniskillen where he is
expected to address a full house of
at least 1,000 “loyalists” who are
expected to grab at the chance to
hear a ‘true’ Englishman speak.

Also expected at the meeting,
which will be held in the Regal
Cinema, Enniskillen, which is owned
by the association, is a formidable
line-up of “birds of a feather” includ-
ing the long-silent William Craig,
ex-minister of Home Affairs, and
Sir Knox Cunningham, M.P. a re-
gular contributor to the Rev. lan
Paisley's “Protestant Telegraph.”

Mr. Powell, who is best known for
his “foreigners go home” pronounce-
ments was highly vocal last August
when he asked, ‘What were a French-
man and a German student doing
fighting in the Bogside?” That per-
haps they simply loved freedom
appears to have never occurred to
him, but since that sort of logic
appears. to Mr. Powell we can ask
him, what is a London M.P. doing
rabble-rousing in Enniskillen?
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IDEA

The contention that the Six
Counties as such constitute a homo-
geneous entity thus falls to the
ground on their first contact with
facts and figures, readily available in
official records, and well-known to
anyone with even a casual knowledge
of conditions in those counties. The
argument would stand a better chance
of being sustained if its protagonists
limited their claim to Antrim (minus
the north-east), Down (minus the
south and east), Derry (minus the
south), and Armagh (minus the
south). It might be contended with
some show of plausibility that the
area so curtailed contains within it
a homogeneous population different
in race, religion, character and ideals
from the remainder of their fellow-
countrymen. The contention would
still be open to grave criticism, but
it would not be so hopelessly and’

,+, obviously untenable as when applied

o the Six Counties. But in adhering
to the strict facts of the situation the

PP of Irish nationalism would
have to surrender mot only the two-
nation theory but their claim to a
separate Parliament, for there is
everywhere a limit to the area which
can be permitted to call itself a
nation or claim a separate Parliament.
To call portions of four counties a
nation and bestow a separate Parlia-
ment on them on the ground of their
distinct character would.be too pre-
posterous for practical politics, and
would create too dangerous a pre-
cedent in a highly complex world,
in - which homogeneity nowhere
exists, but in which national minor-
ities exist everywhere. If portions of
four counties in a country of thirty-
two, all of which are enclosed within
the unity of the sea, could assert
their claim to nationality and a
separate Parliament, then the world-
would become a multi-coloured patch-
work of feeble and futile entities, and
the very idea of a nation would be
slain. The apostles of the theory of
a homogeneous Six County area,
with a separate national conscious-
ness, are forced to distort and ob-
scure the facts, because adherence to
the facts would destroy their theory.

THE IDEA OF A NATION

The truth is that the two-nation
theory as applied to Ireland rests
not only on a misrepresentation of
the known facts but on a complete
misunderstanding of what a nation
really is. It is worth' while, therefore,
to inquire what is the true nature
and function of a nation and to apply
the results of our inquiry to the
two-nation theory as appliel to
Ireland.

It is easier to say what a nation is
not than to say what precisely it is.
We feel that the word describes a
very vital and significant expression
of corporate life, but as soon as we
have made the attempt to define it
we feel that something of the truth
has been lost. “ Though no term in
politics is of more frequent use than
nation,” said Lord Bryce, it is not
easy to define. There are almost as
many accounts of it as we have found
in other terms of the political
dialect ”. Professor Ramsay. Muir
expressed the same difficulty when
he wrote: * Nationality is an elusive
idea, difficult to define. It cannot be
tested or’ analysed by formulae”,
Nevertheless, many thinkers have
attempted to give satisfying defin-
itions of the term, and though the
words used to define it vary, their
central thought is the same, Accord-
ing to one thinker “it is about con-
sciousness of kind, as a determining
principle, that all other motives or-

This concludes the series reprinted from

« Handbook of the Ulster

Question” published by the Dublin Stationery Office in 1923. It contains

the full material history of what has come to be known as “The Ulster
Question.
==
ganise themselves in the evol Quebec are a source of strength

of social choice, social volition or
social pol cy ”. Another expands this
definition to “a social group, bound
together by a consciousness of kind
which springs from the tradition
evoked by the group's historic past,
and is directly related to a definite
home-country.” Still another defines
it as “a form of corporate conscious-
ness of peculiar intensity, intimacy,
and dignity, related to a definite
home-country.” Renan’s well-known
definition is more flexible than those
given above by more modern think-
ers, but it runs parallel with them.
“A nation is a living soul, a spiritual
principle. Two things, which in truth
are but one, constitute this soul, this
principle. One is in the past; the otHer
is in the present. One is the common
possession of a rich heritage of
memories; the other is the actual
consent, the desire to live together,
the will to preserve worthily the
individual inheritance which has
been handed down. To have common
glories in the past, a common will
in the present, to have done great
things together; to will to do the like
again—such are the essential con-
ditions for the making of a people.”

A LIVING ORGANISM

Now, all these definitions, however
variously worded, are in fundamental
agreement. A nation is a living
organism growing out of a conscious
identity of country, memories and
interests. It is shaped first by geo-
graphical conditions, then by history,
then by a sense of common interests
and purposes. People living together
in a well-marked geographical area
evolve a sense of kinship. Historical
happenings, not always against an
outside enemy, become the common
inheritance of all. A living organism,
capable of continuous development,
springs from these things and the
nation is born.

It is noteworthy that none of the
definitions quoted makes mention of
race, religion, character, or even
political institutions as a necessary
feature of the national idea. To have
done so would have been to contra-
dict concrete experience. England is
mixed Danish, Celtic, Norman and
Anglo-Saxon. Switzerland is mixed
German, French and Italian. France
itself, the most conscious nation in
the world, is a mixture of Germans,
Celts and Romans. Belgium is made
up of Flemings, Walloons and other
racial elements. In the words of Maz-
zini, himself a great apostle of the
national idea, “there is not a single
spot in Europe where an unmixed
race can be detected,” and he might
safely have extended his dictum to
include America and Australia.-Simi-
larly, there is not a single European
nation where an absolute uniformity
of religion and character prevails.
No modern nation makes religious
differences the pretext for special
political arrangements. Thirty-two per
cent. of the people of the province
of Posen are Protestants, yet the
province as a whole was handed back
to Catholic Poland after the war
without a plebiscite being taken. In
Switzerland Catholics constitute 41
per cent. of the population, and are
the majority in ten cantons, yet
Swiss national unity is not en-
dangered. The French Catholics of

rather than of. weakness to the
Canadian Commonwealth. The
Catholics of Protestant England, like
the Protestants™of Catholic France,
are the most patriotic sections of
those nations. In the same way, no
modern nation exacts from its people
a uniformity of character, tempera-
ment, or ideals. Indeed, the tendency
is for each nation to develop within
it the widest possible variety of
character and aptitude compatible
with the national idea. The northern
Englishman is progressive, industrial
and energetic; the southern English-
man is conservative, agricultural, leth-
argic. There isa very wide difference
between the Frenchman of Lille and
the Frenchman of Marseilles, between
the German of Berlin and the German
of Wurtemberg, between the Swiss
of the Italian and of the German
cantons. These differences of char-
aoter and outlook do no more injury
to the nation than the differences of
race and religion to which reference
has been made.” Rather do they
strengthen the national unit by bring-
ing to its service the widest possible
variety of character, temperament,
aptitude and ideals.

DIFFERENCES RECONCILED

The truth is that the nation is a
comparatively recent synthesis in
which differences of race, religion,
character and ideals are resolyed in
the fellowship of people living on
the same soil, inheriting the same
memories, responding to the same
environment, and conscious of com-
mon interests and a common destiny.

We are now in a position to ap-
praise more justly the claim of
North-East Ulster to be regarded as
a national entity apart from the rest
of Ireland. We have already been
driven by an examination of the facts
to the conclusion that the claim to
homogeneity cannot be made for the
Six_Counties as a whole. It has also
been pointed out that even if the
homogeneity of the greater portion
of the four counties was established,
it could not be held to justify a
breach of the obvious national unity
of Ireland, for there is a limit to the
privileges which can be extended to
national minorities. An examination
of the elements which go to the
making of a nation has shown us
that uniformity of race, religion,
character and ideals is found in no
modern nation whatsoever. There-
fore, in arguing that there are two
nations in Ireland because North-
East Ulster possesses this uniformity,
the supporters of the theory merely
convict themselves of ignorance of
the meaning of the national idea. A
nation is the reconciliation of differ-
ences not the assertion of uniformity,
and North-East Ulster has qualities
and aptitudes different from the rest
of Ireland, those qualities and apti-
tudes should be developed within
and not without the national
organism.

As a matter of fact, those differ-
ences, where they really exist, are
not nearly so great as the exagger-
ated language of enemies of Irish
national unity have wished the world
to believe. As will be seen from the
historical portion of this volume, the
alleged racial difference is a mere

fiction without warrant in history.
The vast majority of the Colonists
who supplanted the ancient Irish
were Scots descended from the Irish
Colonists of Scotland in the third
and fourth centuries. In returning to
Ireland the Scots were, in a very real
sense, merely returning to the land
of their fathers. It is on record that
many of the Planters spoke Gaelic
hardly distinguishable from that on
the lips of the old Irish. North-East
Ulster prides itself, and justly, on its
great commercial and industrial pro-
gress, which it attributes solely to
qualities inherent in its own people
but absent in the rest of Ireland.

NORTH-EAST PROSPERITY
EXPLAINED

It was a North-East Ulster man
and a great captain of industry who
pointed out that such a belief does
not represent the whole truth. “One
of the heads of the Irish linen trade.”
said Mr. A. G. Wilson, in a pamphlet
entitled “Recent History in Ireland,”
“protested against the idea that our
staple industry had gained anything
from the Protective system which
lasted off and on from the time of
Strafford down to the period just
previous to the introduction of
machinery, say, roughly, about 200
years. I venture respectfully to dis-
agree with this view, not because the
modern linen trade really owes any-
thing, directly, to the Protective
bounties, but because those bounties
had kept alive in Ulster, as in Eng-
langd, ,an industrial . spirit strong
enough to survive the mechanical
revolution of the nineteenth century.
And if the question be asked why
the linen trade has died out over
most of the other areas where it
once flourished under the bounties,
I think a sufficient answer is the
effect of the Penal Laws upon the
immense Roman Catholic majority
outside of Ulster. It is our boast that
Ulster is prosperous largely because
of her intermixture of Scotch blood;
and it is true; but if the claim be
examined historically, we learn that
the Scotch immigration is merely
the return of Irish Colonists to their
original home, minus the two great
industrial disabilities of which I have
spoken. It is as if Englan were over-
run by, say, Germany for several
centuries, and then revived by the
return of her Australian or Canadian
Colonists, who had retained some-
thing of the language, dress, customs
and industrial spirit of the mother-
land, while these had been abolished
by force in their place of origin. These,
then, the commercial restrictions and
the Penal Laws, were among the main

, causes of the miserable industrial
situation in all except our own
corner of Ireland up to about twenty
years ago.

The people of North-East Ulster
are not, therefore, really different in
race from the rest of their country-
men, and their greater industrial

ptitude has an lanation, not in
racial ‘differences, but in the facts

of history.

RELIGIOUS  DIFFERENCES

‘There is a clear religious distinc-
tion between North-East Ulster and
the rest of Ireland, and it was the
persistent stressing of that distinction
by interested parties and persons
inside and outside Ireland which
alone prevented the full acceptance
of the Irish nation by North-East
Ulster. We have seen that both in
theory ‘and practice religious differ-
ences can easily be reconciled and
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Ireland as a whole

Is a

even made a source of strength in
a normal nation. But in a nation
deprived of a national Parliament
there are always classes and vested
interests whose power depends on
the subjection of the nation, and
who, by persistently playing on a
difference of religion, hope to pre-
vent the nation taking shape in a
national Parliament. When Ireland
had a national Parliament its stout-
est defenders were the ancestors of
the men who today stand for seces-
sion. On the 14th July, 1791, the
Belfast Protestant Volunteers cele-
brated the success of the French
Revolution, and, in the course of an
address to the National Assembly,
used the following words:— “We,
too, have a country, and we hold it
very dear; so dear to us its interest
that we wish all civil and religious
intolerance annihilated in this land;
so dear to us its honour that we wish
an eternal stop to the traffic of public
liberty which is bought by one and
sold to another; so dear to us its
freedom that we wish for nothing
sb\much as a real representative of
the " national will, the surest guide
and guardian of national happiness.”
It is apparent from these words that
the North-East Ulster of the end of
the 18th century regarded Ireland
as a nation, one and indivisable,
entitled to the loyal service of all its
sons. At that time, too, the people
of North-East Ulster were the
strongest advocates of religious free-
dom for the great majority of their
fellow-country men. It was a Con-
vention of the Ulster Protestants
which}"in 1782, passed‘the following
resolution : — ‘“ Resolved, that we
hold the right of private judgment
in matters of religion to be equally
sacred in others as well as in our-
selves; that we rejoice in the relax-
ation of the Penal Laws against our
Roman Catholic fellow-subjects, and
that we conceive the measure to be
fraught with the happiest conse-
quences to the union and prosperity
of the inhabitants of Irelandy’ If
that spirit of nationalism and religious
f was not intained in the
North-East Ulster, as it has been
‘maintained and developed in every
other civilised nation, the explana-
tion is that during the 19th century

“interested persons and parties inside

and outside Ireland persistently
exaggerated and distorted religious
differences and historical happenings
in the hope of preventing Irish
national unity and all that that
implied.

IRELAND A NATION

We have seen that the idea of a
nation is based on the reconciliation
of differences of race, religion, lang-
uage, character, temperament and
aptitudes in the consciousness of
common aims and a common destiny.
We have seen that the small minority
in the North-East, which for the
moment holds aloof from the national
idea, justifies its action on grounds
which would destroy every organised
pation in the world. We have seen
that over a century ago North-East
Ulster stood in the van of the move-
ment for national and religious free-
dom. What has been can be and will
be again, for the unifying forces of
geography, envi t,
interests and a common destiny are
too strong to be long resisted by an
insistence on religious differences
and a distortion of historical happen-
ings. The greatest merit of the
national idea is that it makes even
ancient schisms a source of pride to
all the people. Within the nation the
heroisms of Limerick and Derry

Nation

would be the common property of
the Irish people, and the victory of
the Irish people, and the victory of the
B_oync would be a common inspira-
tion as much as the victory of
Benburb. All Frenchmen are heirs
of the French Revolution and the
wars of Napolean, just as all Ameri-
cans are heirs of Washington and
the battles of the Civil War. The
national idea reconciles not only
differences of race, religion, character
and ideals, but even bitter domestic
feuds, so that from the widest range
of differences is evolved an enfolding
and stimulating unity.

Ireland as a whole is a nation, and
North-East Ulster is merely a small
portion of Ireland which for the
moment refuses to assent to the
political implications of that nation-
hood.. The forces making for union
have been temporarily frustrated,
but in the long run they are bound
to prevail, as they have prevailed in
every other country which has the
attributes of nationhood.

Five

TENTATIVE SPEAKERS INCLUDE:—

Ivan Cooper, M.P.

PUBLIG GIVIL
RIGHTS MEETING

In St. Patrick’s Hall,
Dungannon

ON WEDNESDAY, 11th FEB.

To Debate and Discuss the U.D.R.

Miss Bernadette Devlin, M.P.; Mr. Austin Currie, M.P.; Mr.
Michael Farrell, N.LC.R.A. Executive; Mr. John Hume, M.P.;
Mr. Eamon McCann, Chairman Derry Labour Party; and Mr.

SCARMAN AND
Y FLATS

UNI

MILLIONS of words, bulging files
crammed with documents recording
all the questions and answers. Ques-
tions posed by the lawyers and Q.C's.
representing all the various interests.
The Orange Order, R.U.C., Specials
and the tenants of Belfast's Unity
Walk Flats, who since 12th July,
1969, have, with heroic restraint and
forebearance, withstood persecution,
attack and siege by extremist Unionist
mobs, composed in the main of hooli-
gan elements, with criminal minds.

The questions will reveal the story
in all its cruel horror, the story of
the manipulation of the mob by
behind the scenes, small-time poli-
ticians for their own ambitious selfish
ends. The answers bring out crystal
clear the sufferings, particularly of
women and children who have to live
with this persecution depending on
their own unity for protection—Unity

Walk.

The 11th of July is the eve of
« Ulster's” annual carnival f the
celebration of the victory for “civil
and religious liberty” at the Boynz,
in the year 1690. !’

Around midnight the sky in the
working-class  Unionist  areas is
usually red from the reflections from
burning bonfires, the musical * festi
val” is on its way. “The Sash,”
“Tighten Up the Rope,” * Derry.

“Walls.”

Unionist “ Ulster's”  contribution
to the arts and the culture of the
1970s.

MUSICAL PROGRAMME

On the 11th July, 1969, at 2 am,
a Scotch flute band went to the
vicinity of Unity Flats to enforce their
musical programme on the sleeping
tenants. This was the start of what
is now clearly revealed to be a cam-
paign to make life in the flats unbear-
able, to have them vacated and re-
housed elsewhere where their num-
bers and voting strength would be

negligible.

Mr. John McQuade, Unionist
M.P., has come right out in the open
with his demands to have the flats
vacated and converted to an office
block — the Catholics must go!

When the flats were being built
there was no objection to the build-
ing of them. They were built to re-
house the residents of the Nation-
alist area of Carrick Hill whose
homes were demolished under Bel-
fast'’s Re-development Plan which
meant wholesale demolition in the
working-class areas to make way for
a new Ring-Road Scheme.

NOT RE-HOUSED

The demolition of Carrick Hill was
Development Plan No. 1. Its com-
pletion meant starting Plan No. 2
and that meant clearing the lower
Shankill from Peter’s Hill to Agnes
Street bringing with it fears that the
population of the Protestant Unionist
district would not be re-housed in
the area. 2

These fears are strengthened by
the fact that the people affected are
dour down to éarth people with feet
planted firmly on the ground, they
did not want to live “up in the air”
like the residents of Unity Flats—
its ground floor housing for them, or
else—re-development in the Shankill
area could also spell finish to the
hopes and ambitions of a few in-
dividuals who set themselves up as
Shankill’s political commissioners,
in ‘defence of the constitution.’

“FOREIGNER”

About four of these commissioners
believe that the best way to defend

dorsed as proSpective candidate and
Unionist “white hope.”

This decided John McKeague to
found his own organisation, the
Shankill Defence Association.

PAISLEY

The other John—John McQuade,
Stormont M.P. believes that he can
still shake off Mr. McRoberts be-
tween now and the election, but
No. 1 priority is to satisfy Paisley
and be assured of the support of his
organisation.

While Paisley is manipulating the
politicians, the politicians are man-
ipulating Paisley.

Mr. McRoberts the prospective
candidate is learning fast however,
and he has pepped up the campaign
by taking on the G.A.A. single-
handed.

At the Scarman Tribunal the
lawyers will question and prcbe, the
dossiers and files will multiply as
will also the sufferings of the be-
sieged tenants of Unity Walk. To
dismiss their plight as a product of
historical Belfast Sectarianism would
be a slander on a heroic, kindly
working class people — their Unity
Flats is now in Belfast equated with
Dublin’s Liberty Hall.

The weight of evidence so far,
clearly reveals that the attacks on
Unity Flats were on every occasion
unprovoked.

After four days of the Tribunals
Session, Justice Scarman has found
the reason for these savage attacks
that have disgraced the city of Bel-
fast, the forces of Law and Order
and the regime whose guilt is ex-
posed to the world — the answer is
in Justice Scarmans own statement—

“1 imagine, rightly or wrongly that

the constitution is to be i as
Unionist candidate to take on Gerry
Fitt at the next Westminister Elec-
tion, but their ambitions received a
setback when Mr. McRoberts a
‘foreigner’ to the Shankill was en-

Unity Flats appear to some people on
the Shankill Road as a sort of Roman
Catholic Citadel.”

“If the crowd is in an aggressive
mood the flats are a sitting target.”
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FIRST BERNADETTE

NOW

THE Unionist Party in mid-Derry
has lodged an objection to the
Independent M.P. for the constit-
uency, Mr. Ivan Cooper, in an
attempt to keep him from getting
a vote. The objection has been lodged
on grounds that Mr. Cooper was not
resident in the Bond’s Glen area,
where he has always had a vote, on
the qualifying date, September 15.

Sound familiar ?

It should. Last month the Voice
of the North reported that a similar
objection was raised by the Unionist
Party, in Cookstown, in an abortive
attempt to deprive Miss Bernadette
Devlin of her vote. The objection
was also raised on-grounds of non-
residence but was defeated when it
was decided that if they were to
strike off Bernadette’s name on those
grounds then they would have to

IVAN

strike off members of Parliament in
all areas.

At the time Mr. Austin Currie,
M.P.,, stated that “it appears as if the
Unionists have been keeping a care-
ful check on Miss Devlin’s activities.”
It appears now that they have been
doing much more than that.

Miss Devlin wasn’t at home to
qualify for the political nicities
because she was in the U.S. attempt-
ing to raise money for relief. Mr.
Cooper, however, is a different case.

He was forced to leave his home
because his house had been petrol-
bombed and ishots fired ‘into it.
Around the qualifying date the
police had to make inquiries into
his house.

Coincidence ? Anywhere else in the
world maybe. In the Six-Counties,
however, coincidence has always
caused a multitude of Unionist sins.
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The real enemies
of the
rule of law

LORD JUSTICE McDERMOTT, himself an ex-Special, and as he says
himself, proud of it, spoke recently of the direct and insidious attacks on

the Rule of Law.

Of course His-Lordshlp should have known that the real enemies of
the Rule of Law are the partisian undisciplined R.U.C. and the one-time

Orange politicians, guilty of raciali;

on the Bench.

and , NOW serving

BY AIDAN GORRIGAN

The promotion of Lord Justice
Curran to the Bench, following his
‘ disfranchise the minority ” speech,
was a great blow to the Rule of Law.
Any respect and trust which the
minority had in the impartiality of the
Bench must have been shattered on
that grim day. Lord Justice Curran
has been consistent. I am sure His
Lordship watches TV, and perhaps he
would even watch * foreign " stations
like Telefis Eireann when I am surs
he saw the brutality of the R.U.C. in
all its naked viciousness, especially on
Sth October, 1968. After a winter of
police brutality, when they even
attacked men, women and children in
their homes, Lord Justice Curran said
in May, 1969, that when he heard the
R.U.C. criticised he knew what side
to take. What a resounding tlow for
the Rule of Law. How consistent are
the words of Curran as the politician
and Curran the Judge.

Judge Topping's appointment to
Judiciary was probably even a more
mortal blow to the Judiciary. As
Minister of Home Affairs he was
hated and distrusted by the minority.
He was then known as “Spike
Topping,” for it was he who spiked
the roads along the Border. Catholics
had = every reason “to fear him
for it was he who called for a fighting
fund to combat the menace of Roman
Catholic infiltration.

His promition to the Bench as that
of Judge Jones brought the Rule of
Law into disrepute, for it was the
latter who said that “in many ways
Roman Catholicism was close to
Communism.”

When I say that Mr. Albert Ander-
son, M.P. for Derry City, was a
worthy successor to Mr. Jones, M.P.,
then I have said enough.

Over the years on the Bench we
have a long line of ex-Unionist
politicians, men who have been un-

RAFFI

TUAIRISC a ldigh mé ar na mallaibh ar
an Irish Times a chuir ag machnamh ar
an téad seo mé. Is costil gur phéintedil
duine éigin i litreacha méra béna na
focla “Eireoidh muid arfs'’,—ar bhalla
reilig Ghlas Nafon ! Tuigimid cad 4 bhf
geeist ag an duine a scriobh na focla 1d,
agus t4 siil go dtig an tuar fin tairn-
greacht, ach difhéadfadh sé 4it nf
b'fhéistind na reilig a thoghadh |

Ar ndéigh, seans go raibh an duine a
scriobh an teachtaireacht id ag smaoi-
neamh ar an seanscéal faoi na ridirf atd
ina suan codlata faoi Ghriandn Ailigh i
@'Tir Chonaill, ag fanacht ar an 14 a
mbeidh Eire ina ngd. B'fhéidir gur shfl
mo dhuine go bhfuil an t-am sin chéir
ann anois, agus o shéanfadh go bhfuil
an ceart aige?

Rud ¢é an ‘scribhing bhalla atd againn

Le ANRAI MAC GIOLLA CHOMHAILL

riamh anall. Is cuimhin le gach duine an
scribhinn cliiteach ar an bhalla a luaitear
sa Bhiobla, rud a thug cor cainte ddina :
‘T an scribhinn ar an bhalla’ Creidim
nuair a chuaigh lucht na seandilafochta
a thochailt sna bailte méra Rémhdnacha
Pompeii agus Herculaneum a scriosadh
le laibhe 6n bholcin Vesuvius, go bhfuair
siad scribhinnf, né graffiti mar a thugtar
onthu, ar na ballaf, Is beag dit a rachfd
sa domhan inniu nach bhfaighfed graffiti;
is cosiil gur nés é a théann ldmh ar
ldimh leis an tsibhialtacht, An chuid is
mé de na graffiti a fheiotear, ar ndéigh,
ni fhéadfafl iad a lua go poiblf.

An Ghaeilge a thabbairt isteach i ngach

gnd de shaol na tfre, sin is cuspdir'do
Ghluaiseacht na Gaeilge, mds ffor; ba
chéir go mbeadh lichdir orainn Gaeil-
geoirf an scribhinn sin ‘ar bhalla Ghlas
Nafon a fheicedil, agus bimis ag siil
leis gur tuar é don Ghaeilge leis.

Nf hé sin an chéad scrbhina dé
mhacasamhail i nGaeilge a chénaic mé.
Is cuimhin liom rudaf mar é a fheicedil
i nDoire, sa cheantar ar a dtugaan lucht
na bpdipéar nuachta agus na teiliffse an
*“Bogside” air, Ach nf nin dom toiseacht
a chaint inniu faoin ainm sin, agus a
gelallafonn sé do mhuintir Dhoire : fig-
faidh mé sin go dtf 14 is faide anonn.
Figfaidh mé sibh leis an ghuf go bhfeic-
fimid uilig an 14 a mbeidh graffiti Gaeilge
ar Bhéthar na Seanchoille i mBéal Feirste:
beidh cath na Gaeilge buaithe an 14 sin
go dearfa.

scrupulous and untiring in their
efforts in pursuing bigoted discrimin-
ating policies, openly calculated to
wipe out the minority. The men who
are the real threat to the Rule of Law
have been moulded and groomed in
the Orange Order, an orgaaisation
which pursues anti-Catholic exter-
minating policies without qualm or
shame. It is the Orange Order
Unionist politicians who are now on
the Bench which have brought the
Rule of Law into disrepute. The ob-
vious bias shown in verdicts against
non-Unionist and C.R. supporters
have undermined the Rule of Law. If
Lord McDermott reads the following
which are quotations from speeches
by the members of the Bench, then
he can make up his own mind why
the Law and Bench is in disrepute.

Major L. E. Curran, former Min-
ister of Home Affairs aad Unionist
M.P., askiog a Labour M.P. in Stor-
mont not (o oppose the Local Govern-
ment Bill, stated that a differeat
policy “ would result in the obvious
conclusions of the Nationalists getting
control of local government of the
three border counties and Derry
City.” Challenged on this point he
went on to insist that  the pbest way
to prevent the overthrow of the Gov-
ernment by people who have no stake
in the country and had not the welfare
of Ulster at heart was to disfranchise
them.” Quoted in “ Northern Whig,”
11th January, 1946.

Refersnces to disfranchisement are
not given in official Parliament reports
but Curran never denied that he made
this remark, which was published in
heavy type in “ Whig.”

E. W. Jones, Q.C., M.P., Attorney-
General 1964-68; Judge of High Court
1968:—

“ Brother Jones said that in many
ways Romaa Catholicism was close
to Communism, and one of them was
that its religion was mixed. with
politics. Any Church or power
which made an enemy of the State by
making assertions and doing acts
aimed at the State to bring it down
could only have their condemnation.
There are plenty of that position in
Northern Ireland.” — * Coleraine
Chronicle,” 18th July, 1953.

W. W. B. Topping, K.C, MP,
Minister of Home Affairs 1956-59;
Judge 1959; Recorder of Belfast:—

Mr. Topping suggested that in
every Protestant district in N.I, a
‘“ fighting fund,” similar to that in
Derry, should be set up to combat
the menace of Roman Catholic in-
filtration.

These quotes represent a very small
sample of the innumerable statements
by almost all the members of the N.I.
Bench which indicate their ingrained
bigotry. The minority, with good
reason, find it impossible to believe
that they can receive equal justice
from men holding and publicly ex-
pressing such opinions.
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No compensation for
the intimidated

SIR,—Since August 15 last, I have b

p ion for people intimid
out success.

I have already had two letters
published on this subject, but no one
seems to be interested.

I would like your readers to know
what has been happening to these
people in their fight for compensa-
tion.

First we were told to write to
Bryson House (Welfare) to enquire
about some sort of compensation,

There we are told that they had no-
thing to do with people who had
been intimidated.

We were sent to 97 Townsend St.,
to enquire there. They knew nothing
about it. They in turn told us to
write into the Belfast Telegraph's
Innocent Victims® Appeal Fund.

They replied to our letter telling
us how sorry they were but could
do nothing for us. They told us to
see a Father Lowry. 107A Falls Road.
which we did. But after speaking to
Father Lowry, he made it quite clear
that nothing could be done for us.
but that some form of token com-
pensation would be given in the near
future,

1. myself wrote to Mr. Roy Brad-
ford, Minister of Commerce, asking
him could he tell me if the Unionist
Government were going to introduce

‘ccn campaigning for some sort of
from their work. But, so far, with-

a new Act to cover intimidation.

In his reply. he said he had refer-
red my letter to the Ministry of
Health and Social Services to which
he thought would be more relevant
to my case.

I then wrote to the Prime Minister
Mr. Chichester Clark. his reply was
the same as Mr. Bradford's.

We then went to the Ministry of
Health and Social Services at Lind-
say House in Callender St. There
we “were' told that nothing could be
done for any people who had been
intimidated.

I've read about firms being granted
£25,000 for loss of business and
profit but not a penny for the people
who worked for that firm.

I've read about ‘Major’ Bunting
being granted £900 for the loss of his
car due to the troubles. I've read
about policemen being granted hun-
dreds of pounds for injuries incurred
during the troubles. But there's still
not a penny for people who lost
their jobs because of those same
troubles. Why?

Yours, etc..
INTIMIDATED,
Belfast, 12.

This is your VOICE

SEVEN

THE PUBLIC ORDER
BILL FARGE

THE more one thinks about the
Public - Order Amendment Act, the
more one realises what a farce the
whole thing is.

A person can ‘drive a bus’ through
some of the loopholes in this Bill
without committing an offence under
this law, and in some cases, without
breaking the law at all.

It-will be an offence to block the
road by sitting, kneeling or lying, but
one can still block the road by stand-
ing or crouching without being open
to prosecution under this law.

[t will be an offence to take part in
a banned march or one for which
inadequate notice has been given.
But what about public meetings every
100 yards along a particular route?
One can hardly be prosecuted for
walking from one public meeting to
another!

Occupation of public buildings is
an offence, but if 500 people entered
a Post Office at the one time, all to
buy; say one penny stamp each,
what law are they breaking? Or if
500 or 1,000 people decided at the
one time enquire at the desk of the
Police Barracks about, say the UDR.

or report the loss of one penny
could they be prosecuted:
A Police Officer will be em-

powered to ask the name and address
of any person. but he can already do

LETTERS from our readers are welcomed.
EDITOR, “ Voice of the North,” 11 Brookhill Avenue, Belfast.
name and address of writer—not necessarily for publication.

They should be addressed to:—THE

All letters must have full

IN our campaign against

- oppression by Unionists
of the minority in the Six
Counties we urgently need
the help of you, the people,
and your goodwill to en-
able us to succeed.

Awake the Voice of the
North and let yourself be
heard and through our
columns let your cause be
propagated!

this, and of course, a Police Officer is
bound by law to give his name and
number to any member of the pub-
he if given a reason. so this works
both ways as well.

These just a few instances
which, if put to intelligent use. could
make this Bill, and the government
which devised it. a bigger laughing
stock than it is at present, if that is
possible.

are

—LEN GREEN.
Derry.

Congratulations

Dear Sirs. — Congratulations on
your paper “The Voice of the North”
which really hits at the injustices
practised by the Northern Regime. I
will be forwarding the paper to my
relations in America, who are already
well versed in the happenings in the
North - having come from Derry
originally.

1 do wish your paper success and
Rope will
work until such times as we have a
kinds of dis-

crimination in which to live in-peace.

you carry on the good

country free from all

Yours sincerely.

PATRICIA REIDY.
“Brooklyn Cotrage”,
Greencastle, Co. Donegal.

BUSINESS AS USU

The Independent Orange Order

have warned the Government that

they intend to celebrate the Twelfth

this year in the traditional manner.

A resolution passed at their annual
meeting in Ballymoney, says: " As u
wholly Protestant organisation having
no connection with political
party, we would solemnly warn the
Government that we intend to cele-

any

brate the -280th anniversary of the
Battle of the Boyne in traditional
manner.”

They also pledge to stand with

—Orangemen

fellow Protestants in Ulster's hour of
need. .n defending *our cherished
position as an integral part of the
United Kirgdom.”

What better way of keeping absent friends up-to-date with the real
truth on the Six Counties than by taking out a year's subscription for
them for the Voice of The North?

Send cheque or Postal Order value 21/8 to: Circulation Manager,
11, Brookhill Ave., Belfast, with the coupon below filled in. 7

1 enclose cheque/P.O., value 21/8.
North for one year to:—

Please send the Voice of The

P PP TS

MRS. AUSTIN’S
COURAGE

MRS. CATHERINE AUSTIN pointed
out a police constable during the
Scarman Tribunal hearing last week
— and- accused him of throwing
stones during the riots in Belfast
last August,

Mrs. Austin who was giving evid-
ence to the tribunal, said she had
seen constable William John Rainey
throwing stones, along with a Paisley-
ite mob, at Unity Flats on August 2.

Constable Rainey, a former member
of the B-Specials and the Orange
Order, later told the tribunal that
the accusation was "just another
unfounded allegation to discredit the
police.”

Mrs. Austin told Mr. Justice Scar-
man "l felt disgusted that people

who were supposed to be protecting
us, were attacking us.”

Mrs. Austin’s fortright and cour-
ageous performance, before the Scar-
man tribunal, on Tuesday last, is an
example to all future witnesses and
an encouragement to all working for
justice in the community. It is a well
known fact that some people in the
possession of very telling evidence
are afraid, lest of reprisals should
follow to speak out. If the people of
Belfast speak out and follow Mrs.
Austin’s example the stone-throwing
police and the Government which
manages them will be swept out of
existence for ever. Only when this
happens can there be peace ‘and
justice in this part of the world.



HAROLD WILSON’S

The British Prime Minister, Mr.
Harold Wilson, has been to the U.S.,
the purpose of his visit being to
negotiate with President Nixon, “A
new kind of partnership between
Britain and the United States aimed
at resolving social and human prob-
lems. in the 1970s. <

Mr. Wilson has in mind the social
and human problems arising from
the horrible war in Nigeria and the
plight of the Ibo people, also the
immense social and human problems
in Vietnam and those arising from

the Israel-Arab conflict. The problems
of the affluent society, hunger,
violence and the teenage revolt are
also part of the discussions.

In his efforts to solve these pro-

NEW DEAL

sit back and read its newspapers
and complacently watch on its
TV screens the miseries of its
neighbours.”

Ireland is England’s nearest neigh-

by SEAN MacBRADAIGH

blems, Mr. Wilson has the good
wishes of all people and few will
disagree when he states:—
“We are getting out of the
situation where one country can

JUSTICE FOR
ARTHURS FUND

‘““When the rights of one man are

denied the rights of all

are endangered’’

NINETEEN-YEAR-OLD John Arthurs of Dungannon was sentenceq to
three years' imprisonment last Octo ber after being found guilty by a jury
(of 11 Unionists and one Catholic) of throwing a petrol bomb. The‘ only
evidence against him was that of RUC Constable Spears who said he
identified Arthurs at 100 yards distance, through a barricade in an unlit
street, after midnight, and saw him throwing petrol bombs. He said he
arrested Arthurs with the aid of two B. Specials whom he could not
identify.

Six witnesses testified that Arthurs did not throw any petrol bombs
and that he was arrested by B. Specials, in a Catholic housing estate, in
another part of Dungannon. He was brutally beaten up and taken un-
conscious to hospital. A

The Judge, in summing up, said that one side must be telling he§.

Yet the jury pted the evid of a ber of a discredited police
force.

The money which is being collected for Justice for Arthurs Fund will
be used to secure legal aid and advise to free John Arthurs. Up until the
recent appeal on point of law John was granted legal aid. However, at
the moment Jegal aid has been denied him.

Send subscriptions to any of the following:—

AIDAN CORRIGAN, 4 Orpheus Drive, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. Phone
Dungannon 2744.

LIAM DONAGHY, 16 Newell Road, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

JOHN GILL, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

JIM KAVANAGH, Gortin, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

ART McCAUGHEY, 4 Killyman Road, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

ANDY SMALL, 25 Irish Street, Dungannoa, Co. Tyrone.

Published Voice of The North Publicationg eod Printed by The Aaglo-
L] Celt, Jad., Cavan

bour and the soctal and human pro-
blems of Irelands partitioned 6 North
Eastern counties have been mirrored
on world television screens, the
burning of homes, intimidation, the
gerrymander and the jack-boot rule
of an armed partisan police force
backed by a judiciary recruited from
the ranks of the Orange-Unionist
hierarchy. These are problems and
miseries that qualify for Mr. Wilsons
discussions. Right here in his own
back garden grows the poisonous
weeds that Mr. Wilson professes to
abhor.

The human and social problems of
the Six Counties are Mr. Wilson's
responsibilities because they are the
direct result of British Rule in Ire-
land and the imposition of partition
on Ireland against the will of the
overwhelming majority of the Irish
people.

Mr. Wilson is debarred from
signing the United Nations declara-
tion on human rights because of the
existence of the Special Powers Act
in the Six Counties and when deal-
ing with the Rhodesian Govern-
ment on the question of apartheid
he had to suffer Mr. lan Smiths
retort that the Rhodesian Govern-
ment hadn’t one quarter of the
powers embodied in the Special
Powers Act operating in the British
occupied Six Counties.

Mr. Wilson's skeleton in the cup-
board has been laid bare ‘to the
critical scrutiny of world opinion
and yet, hoping for the defeat of the
Labour Government at the soon-to-
come General Election the Stormont
Junta seek to strengthen their powers
with a new Public Order Bill aimed
at the Civil Rights Movement and
all opponents of Unionism.

When Mr. Wilson arrives home he
will find a queue waiting for him on
the steps of No. 10, a queue led by
Major Chichester-Clark, Mr. Roy
Bradford and “Ulsters” trade union
“leaders” who have only now been
jerked out of their lethargy by in-
creased unemployment at the Air-
craft factory and the shipyard of
Harland and Wolff and who have
always exhibited a stoic pl
in matters . of unemployment when
unemployment was confined to the
Six County minority.

It has not gone without notice that
some ‘prominent’ trade union leaders
in Belfast have been for some time

now, wasting their time on Govern-
ment  sponsored ‘community re-
lations” committees that reek with
hypocricy, when their talents would
be better employed in the service of
their members, :

The delegation on Mr. Wilson’s
doorstep will voice their concern at
the serious economic position and
unemployment rise in the “Ulster”
statelet and will ask for more grants
and subsidies, the only medicine
prescribed to satiate the appetite of
the Ulster economic diabetic.

The British Government engaged
in a balance of payments struggle
have kept imports down by restrict-
ing national production resulting in
an out of work total of 63,000. The
rate of increase on public expen-
diture has been cut to the bone in
the past two years. As a result
Britains economic expansion lurks at
the bottom of the chart for indus-
trialised countries.

The economic problems of the Six
Counties are totally different from
those of Britain. Where Britain needs
to restrict production the 6-Counties
needs to increase production and
industrial expansion. Waere Britain
needs a cut down on public expen-
diture the Six Counties needs to
increase public expenditure on hous-
ing, education and industrial de-
velopment.

The Stormont Government is a
rubber stamp government with no
power to form policies to control the
economic factors that are contribut-
ing to “Ulster’s” malaise. Anxious
workers are depending on the only
two people with ability, Bradford
and Faulkner, among a Unionist
collection of third rate politicians, to
formulate a policy that will stop the
rot.

Meanwhile, the sectarian Franken-
stein of Paisleyism, the creation of
Unionist politicians, sensing that
something is wrong is snorting and
snarling, ready to lash out at the
Catholic minority and the family
circle of the Chichester Dynasty that
has lost control. :

Mr. Wilson is right when he says
“we are getting out of the situation
where one country can sit back and
read its newspapers and complacently
watch on the television screens the
miseries of its neighbours.” It is
hoped that the Irish Government in
the 26 Counties, the Irish people in
Britain and abroad, and freedom
loving people everywhere will take
Mr. Wilson’s words to heart and
resolve that never again will they
stand by, indifferent to a repeat per-
formance of the brutal combined
RUC, UVF and Specials attack of
last August.
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