WAR NEWS

e i e e e

1959

COERCION IN ENGLAND.

The British have always prided themselves on being a nation whogce
whole system of Government was based on the liberty of the subject,
andi rectrictions on the exercise of any arbitrary power by the
Governmcnt.

rue that for several hundred years the liberty of the sub-
more jealously guarded 'in Britain than anywhere else in
Kings who have tried to infringe th fundamenial

Eritish law have been beheaded or dethroned. Constitution- |
e arisen over this same principle and the upholders of 1t ’
va_Ped victorious from them.

serics of cccrcion acts have
thelr application has been

¢ Empirc. Sincoc 1824-5 (Trade }
YCive. J.\, glsiationyatali hdas Speratod inm dizgland,
he Dcfence of the Realm Act during the emergency of the war

mdred and fourteen years of freedom from any fcrmg of co-
cded by a tradition of three hundred years of rcsistance
s1ztion of this typc. It is true that this frecdom Wwas

to tne fact that the sighu of one or two policeniap is

to cverawe any attempt on thc part of the English to bresk
But even though this frcedom had 1ts - origins in the cowgrd-
Erifish, 1t has lasted so long that it has become perhaps
sscntial part of, the British tradition. T+ has been one, of
Y f ritish in thelr cecso against %o alitarian shates.
in it has been completely unthinkablc t

en forced to
stead of the Farlia
a hey have feol ofiter =
rd or other countrics wnich wc

1 orced to pass a cocrcion Act for use

But now thoy have
traditi In 1939, ir

2ich will provo useless to them. The English

d safe, thinking i1t will mean the end of the I.R.A.
there will be another set of explosions and the panic wlll be

\,bfr than ever as thoy rcallgse the ineffectivoness of all their
lation and precautions.

BRITISH CIATIMS.

Cocrcion Act has even more siwnif*CJnCF
represonssiibne 4b4nL”rmcu+ orf ]
LVE 111y upheld in ; Sl
irat timc thoy arc forceda to

J2

by

ubﬂulLi unity =nd

ol

o )

le ncss of the Irish Nation. Till now theoy have maintained that
a2l shmen werc British subjects and could not be deporicd from
Bx Now they are forced to recognilsc that they are lrishmen,and

527 they must have power to deport thnem.

Awd better still, TEE "UNITED “_Lfaom"TS NO LONGER UNITFD. Till now

they bave maintainecd tn_t the Six Countics wecrs an 1ntvbf;1 part of

the Unitcd Kingdom and could not be uup:ra tadetrom it,.: Theyv have




tained that the peorle of the Six Countles wers a oiiF ront roace
from tine pcople of the west of Lrslarnd, and could not bo distingulshed
from the people of Eungland. Now 21l this is changede.
The "United" Kingdom is divided AlD - /T5I0N OF IRELA
) A wan from Bolfast can be dGportsd | -I:—NC¢1 28 4
They are foreced to recognise tnat both arc equalliy ~rish
arc équally dargerons to £~d.‘—“7ﬂ:'15ﬁ:~75 6 THEGhO
1o Dritain Wore at stuke, they uvhelf witn 510'* cure ¥
'° .+hat therc were two distinet races in Ircland. {
3
But now that it is a2 question of trying to protcet themselves, 3
they arc no longer concernca with any unbcic, t‘P[ arc forced
so roality. And the reality is that thers can bo no division
and, no distinction between Bolfast And Dualin. That 1s a
‘ 2pd now that the British have found thomszlves in ‘danger thcy {
hove hoen foreed to abandon thelr hypocrisy and recognise thzt fact, r
By tholr ovn legislation, t nave dostroyed in face of the v |
their whele caso for malnte: : |
1
HOARE 'S FIGURLS. !
{
In introducing his bill in the British Parliament Sir Samuel Hoarc f
sald tzzt T.R.A. opcraticnc since J¢wu-“" numbersd 127. On anothor 2
pazec of this paper a lict of operations carricd out auring this period
will ke ssen. ThifafE st eefion variouu -,agonu, is by no means complate. !
Ghem i UiSbosBen S eoWez e Llu: t cporaticae dnmeluded in it reach a f
tosal of “R“ The differcnce is acecounted for by the efforts ¢l the i

“cf and CGovornment to attridute fires and explosions to |
Yer it is possible for thom to do ec,

Only in a few casés con explosions be Gcserivad os accidental, as
it is wusunlly too obvious what really hapooncd, dut fircs can f“LrlJ
cacily be attributcd to cigarettc onds cte. Tyen whon four firos !
occurrcd in or around Cannon Stree Railway Stavion, London, uu“1“5 o |
powriod of 12 days (Julv 7-19th), it was statcd that "incondiarism wad !
notv sus Duct“d“ This policy has becn deliberatcly adopted &n an |
ctsempt to allay the panic in Englend and wminimise the dam*ﬁu causcd.

On thc other hand, whcn it sulte thelr owm ourocsob, e Britils |
will attribute to the I.R.A. incidents with which they have no conasction. |
Thug, on July 24th, un"ucccsaful ¢ werc mads to sut flro to five
shops in Sti fanF,SCOulqnde It S“OU¢d be clewriy understood that 0o
ororations arc peing carrlcd out by the I.H.A. in cither Scotland or
VWalcs, as both of thvso covntrics posscss Natidnalist movements worxlng
for their cemancipotion from British rulc. sceordingly thelp noutrallity

is reapcctcd. * It is possible that incidents such 28 that quoted akove
cro ths work of Bnglish agents provocatours, trying to stir up trouvlec

botwecn- Ircland ang tnose countrics.

IEID OVER \

Wo regret that owing to lack of spacc a number of ant clcs
i:](!ué'v.;; those on Looncnice end International Affailye heve o e
Lcld OvCIra Gobhamuid ar leithsgczl faoi'n aistc Gacdhilgo beith ar
iarraidh. Tuigfear a dhcacracht is ta sc duinn gach 's cr maisn
1ixzn a chur istcacha. :
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EON_THE WAR TV ENGIALD WA %“T”ﬁm

In our last iscve we brictly gave a few of tho reasons why the
Army Council of Ogleigh na h-Biseunn doclded on the carrying out of
the present Cawpalgr. in Inglend. Al 1S .vaéc, now thai the
campaign hes be

, in foree over a woricd of siz months, 1t may be woll
to repcat thc manmor in which it was started and to glve sage details
28 to its praogress.

At tho timec of the first ozplosions mar* pconle in Irplsnd did
Fully understand wvhat was hanponling, zalling to rcalise thot those
explosions wore not merely isolasoc ﬁan, but were part of a czmpaiga
whisn will bc carricd on uL**L Lrewandeisedinally sepurutedlfrom the
British hmpifv. Tn the abscnes of such understanding muckh matter
ne

which, - though published in t“ newsvapers at the time, did nct rccoive
the 1mpo;tancc its imnortonce warraonsed, vasscd unnoticed by meny
peoplc. These are the reasons which lcad ue to dovotg some of qpr
lirnitcd space to the repstition of motiter alrcady publishced elsOiucre.

When $hc Armny Council decided that the only possiblc policy at
the present time wat onc of activc khostilitics in Ergland, their
first step was to send a formal CLTILATUM tc the British Porcign
Secrotary, demanding thc evacuation of British troops from Ireland
and outlining tuc msasures that would be taken in the cose of Foiinre
to comply with the terms of this Ultimatum. A copy of this historic
document 1s given bclow.

Oglaigh na he-BEirsann.
4 (Irish Republican Army)
General Headquarters,Dublin.
January } Tl 950 s

8 Emccllency,
he Rt. Hon, Viscount Halifax,G.C.B.

Your Excellency,

I he¥e the honour to inform you that the Goveypnment of the Irish
Eopubiic, bavinz as dts firast duty towards its people the establishment
ana meinsenancc of peace and order here, demand the withdrawal of all

ritisk amicd forces stationcd in Ireland.

Trese forces arc an active incitement to burmoil and ciyil stirife,
nots a2lcne in b:ing a symbol oI hosvile occupation, but iIn 'their effect
and potenbiclitics as un ILnvading aymy.

It .ig sgecondly the duty of the CGoverrnment to establish relations
cf friendship betweecn the Irick and all cther pcoples end tor achieve
this wo muac Insistiunon tne Witk: 1 i DBritish troops fxom our
country anc 2 decla: 5 ~remiment cenouncing a$l clajm to

“iom from
interfere 1p 1ts dcmiestic policy oy iavecnal sffairs.

The Xrish pecy
even those nations Gonatiural
conflict with Britd intsreaun
clear'tnat‘wo shali in a0 eveuwt pert In a war Of aggresgion
ageinst any people 92 pemnit whe - rnation’to be iregardsd as ha ving eny
communityscr identits of intewest wich Britain thut would make us
lisblc &Ko gmttaclkk by British euowies.

have no cags
.opment may bring them into
/¢ are desirous of making i

Thc oceupstion of our territory by troops of another mation and

the oeos

Istent b ion here of activities directly against the

b Al Seo #3231 and in the Interests of a forelgn pdwerw,

pri e erUQJLJn and deveiopment of our institutions im consonance
with our social needs and purposcs - and must ceasc.

of hesoility to any Bup@uean netion,

sl TRV
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Neither the Coverment of the Irish Republic nor the Irish
peoplc are actuated by any feclings of hostility to the pcople of
Britain. Rather would we welcome a better uvndcrstanding, mut this
can be brought about only on the basis that cach 0 bhe two pocple
ic cpsclutelr froe tn parsue its own course unhamporcd by tne other.
e shall vegret if this fundumental conditior is ignored and we are

compellod to intervene actively in the militory or commuorcial 1lifo
of your country 2s your Govormicnt are now iutervening in ours.

]

The Covernment of the Irish Republic beleive that a period of
four days is sufficient notice for vour Govermmient to signify its
intentions in the matter of tho military evacuation and for the issue
of your Deeclaration of Abdication in respect of our country. Our
Govornment roscrves the right of appropriate action witkhout furthcr
noticc if, uvon the expiration of this period of gracc, those
conditions pomain unfulfilled.

ON BEHALF OFTHE GOVERMUENT AND ARMY COUNGCIL OF
OGILATGH NA h-EIREANN (Irish Republican ATmy)
(signed) Patrick Fleming
Secrq@ary.

This ultimatun was scnt to Viscount Halifax, &s Forcign Sccretiry
of the Britisk Government (communications from the Froe tate
Govornment go merely to the Dominions Secrctary), and coples werc
sent in addition to all foreign Legations and Cconsulates in Dublin,
to the P resident of the United States cte., etc.

g
op
S

It will bc noticed that this Ultimatum was couched in such
language as to make it as easy a8 vossible for the British Government
to accodc to the demands contained in it, und thot it was niade clear
that tho Irisk pcoplc have no feelings of hostility.to Britain except

ritory and sovercignty.

)
2 - A~ mny L s 2 Ve T-nd ~
insofar o Britain violctcs Irish tex

Tho four days notice allowed to tho British Governunent having
cxpired at midnight on Jonuary 15th, and no reply haviag been received
from them, thc first cxplosions took place in the early hours of
January 1léth.

Wars have occurrcd during thc last fow yoars in Abyssinia, Srain,
China, ctc., and armed action has taken place in othor parts of the
Continocnt. In no casc was any Dcclaration of War issued and indeed
it scems unlikely that any will be issued in the future, thc modern

practice being fro vositlities to oe started without warning.

Nevertheleoss the Army Council decided, in ordcr to provide Britain
with cvcery chancc of avoilding trouble, to issuc Lhis formal Ultimeotum
d

warning the British Government of the consecquences of continue
intcrvention in Ircland.

The British Government did not consider 1t worth their whilc to
reply. It is, thercfore, clear that the responsibility for all
damage to propcrty and coni loss of 1life that may occur in Britiar
1dos at tho door of thc British Govermment, who in the facc of a
clear warning as to thc rcsults
delibecratols decided to ignore that warning.

I+ should be notod too that though the policy of the I.R.A. in
all opcrations in Sritolin has becn to avoid loss of 1ifg, thcrc waos
no mcntion of this in thc ultimatum, and the fact was made lmown to the
Britisnh only subscqucntly from cantured documcnts. It can be seen,
thorcfcrs, that the Britisi Acvornment wore dcliberately prepared to
pisk the lives of their citizens in ordor that they might rctain their
hold on Ireland. For any lives that nmay be lost thc British
Government alone will be rdsponsiblc.
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of continuation of their prcsent polilcy,
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WITH THE EXPEDITIONARY FOCE IN TNGLAND

A summary is given below of a partial roturn of opcrations corricd
out since January 16th (Date of expiry of Ultimatum sent to British

Goverrmont).

Ccrtain opcrations arc omitted from this list, as their
inclusion might implicatc capturcd Volunteers awaiting triels or othors
stil1l unknown to thc British authorities.

1939 JANUARY 16th:

Seven major cexplosions, mostly directed azaingt

Snpiich 6lcotrical linos and stations, two in London, thres in

lanchester,one in Birmingham, one in Northumberland.:

Although great

damage was caused, and supplies of current interrupted thcse
opcrations were only partly successful, mainly owing to the
precautions nceessary to avoid taking human life.

FEBRUARY 4th.
Explosion outside Walton Gaol,Liverpool.

Coventry.

FEBRU/RY 11th.
FEBRUARX_thh.

. Major explcsicns at two London underground railway

\

Scveral explosions in London. Four fireg in storss in

Explosions in coal bays atb Kings Cross,London.

Explosions in London and Nottingham. |

MARCH 20th.

IARCE 25th.

MARCE 30th.

MARCE 31st.
nighte.

APRIL 4th.

wo big cxplosions ab Great Yarmouth Hlectric Power Station.

F&ur explosions in Coventry. 1,000 telephoncs put out of

Explosions in Birmingham,Iiverpool and Coventrye.

Seven explosions in London at intervals thrqughoutbthe

Three major explosions in Birmingham "rocked cenirc of

city". Othcrs in Coventry and Liverpool.

APRIL 11th.
APRIL 12th.
Birminghom.
APRIT 18th.
LPRIL 25th.

MAY 3rd.

Onc¢ explosion in Liverpool.
Explosion in Elcctrical Sub-station in Nottimgham.

Six cxplosions in London, four in Coventry, one in

One explosion in Liverpool.

Two cxplosions in Liverpool, onc in Birmingham.

Four cxplosions in Livcrpool, one in Manchester.

NMA¥ 4tnh. Tecar-gas bombs in two Liverpool cincmas.

MAY 5ta. Four cxplosions in Coventry ax ™ four in London.
—— \

MAY 125h. Five cxplosions in Manchester and three in London.

MAY 18%h.

Intorrupted opcration in London.

Only one telephqme kiosk

Jomaged by cxplosion.

MAY 19%h.

Fircs in eight sca-sidc hotels by delayed-sction Incondiary

Tnite. (Blackpool,liargate,Erighton,Southen,Southport,liorccaisc, ‘
Eastbourne =nd Harrogate) ; 5
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ningham cinomase Toar=7ns

MAY 29th. Magnesium bemb cxplesions g
ore fire, lleath and fowcs

al
Boaps in Livorpool cincma. Big lLoendon

o0

rircc.

MAY 20th. Twe cinema cx;loslon and fircs in Birminghain. Dombs
AT CONGE “y falled to explods. y

Big firc ia London factory, 50 firc englnos callcC out.

MAY 3lst, Tear-gas bombs in four London cinomas. Tonden pdli
scarch all cincmas.

. - - - A Lom .

NZL DUl _J;xk.‘Uu.LJLA g e -Abu_;d L1l DOGoULGa o0 gLli0as
of ol and cylinders of oxygen destroycd.

L

UNE Oth-1Gth A scrics of expicsions affecting the Postsl, Sorviccs

o)
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T8 TC01lCwWR --- 26 in London,seyveraL 21u fircoln, cnc at ilgughester,
five ot Bfrmingham, 8 at Leicestor, and sovecral on night Mail troins.

rc in acrodrome noar Saiisbury. Valuabic agparatus ond
troycd. -

JU“V ?4,“. Five Londgn exvlosions, mainly divected asaingt banks,
oxtensive as tc Comage than many othew opcretions,
by panic in Eoanden a2nd troops had to be cailed out to
ficd moks.

oxplosions in Lorndon 2lsg0.
wore put on special Gty and the public wer agssured
vould bo no rore explosions.

JUNE 26the28th. Thnrec fiwcs at warscnouses in Loncon. Thuae werc
JoscrThod as the worst firca in London focr 40 ycars. An cwmblrc strect
was destroyed and tne damage estimated gt £1,500,000

JUNE 27th. Two fires irn aireraft fachory in Reading vwere discgovercd
Soforc cerious domage could be conc.

JUIY 2nd. Consideranlc damaze caused by ;xnlosions as seven rail-’

way stations (Blf’wn*ran.Jo,vn*~ _Reroy, Lot q"bon,nui cestor,iiottingham,
Stafford TEn thousand tons of coal on firc at Croydon ~.“h,(,u.j.cl't
WOXLS. siporned powWsricss GO0 COLUHOl D14aL€.

JULY 4th. Piro in Birmingham 8Smell Arms Factory. Govcrnmaeh
contracts d@stro 7ed o
Firc in Eccles Vdrnlsh Worls ,ilanchoster caused £10,000 donage .

JULY 7th. PFirc at Cannon Stroeot Staticn,London, Trxins hold up.

JULY 9th. Two morc fi es ot Carncn Strsct Station,London.
Inetacr fire in Birmingham-Small Armld leGOTY.

SULY 17th. Explosion at Wolvcorhampton Railway station.
J

JULY 19th. Huge fire at Borough Marics, 1 under Railway Viadvcet
outsids Cannon Street Station,Londor. frain scrvice susponded
botween London Bridge and Gannon Strect.

owing to lacl of spacc, We are compelled to kold over until
the next issus,a complete 1list of opa :rations.
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