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“While this disqusting and perverted assault
has left our bodies feeling battered and abused,
our minds and resolve to continue to oppose

strip-searches remains steadfast.”
Republican Women Prisoners, Maghaberry 1992

Inside: International Womens Day 1992
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EDITORIAL

International Women's Day is an opportunity for women to declare their solidarity
in women'’s struggle against oppression in all its forms. This year women demon-
strated in solidarity outside Maghaberry Jail, almost ten years after the introduction
of strip-searching, to highlight the brutal attack on republican women prisoners by
agents of the British government. This issue of Women in Struggle includes state-
ments from the women themselves about this latest sexual assault against Britain’s
political hostages. :

In the words of the POWs themselves “The latest attempt in the process is the attempt
to dehumanise us by forcing their way into our cells stripping away our personal clothing,
invading the most intimate and private parts of our bodies, and all the while inflicting physi-
cal and mental pain.”

Included in this edition also is an interview with a woman Volunteer in the Irish
Republican Army. She stresses in this interview that “The IRA are not the aggressors in
this conflict — but rather that the IRA’s military campaign is a direct response to the British
involvement in our country.” She says “I do not wish to live my life in a war zone... peace
can only be achieved by British disengagement from our country.”

We include also a summary of Sinn Féin's Women’s Policy Document which was
passed at our ard fheis (annual party conference) this year. This document is another
stage in the development of the struggle of republican women to assess and plan for
a society that promises both national self-determination and a just, equal and better
society for women.

A summary of our peace proposals Towards a Lasting Peace are also included in
this edition. The search for peace in Ireland is everyone’s responsibility. It is the
responsibility of women, and the women’s movement to actively campaign for
peace. The time has come to put partition on the agenda. Women cannot dodge this
issue any more. It is indeed a pre-condition for any fundamental change in the sta-
tus of women.

THE STRIP SEARCHES
 _ROWS INBR

@ Anti-stripsearching march in Phlladell;;hia on 15th Mar
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On Tuesday 4th February three people were shot
dead by an RUC member at the Sinn Féin offices
on the Falls Road, Belfast. Later that day the RUC
member, Alan Moore was found dead in his car
which was parked on the shores of Lough Neagh.
Below Irene Sherry gives an assessment of that
day’s events and how the media presented them.

The tragic events at our Falls Road
office on Tuesday 4th February, in
which three people were killed
and one seriously injured, seem to
have been conveniently brushed
aside by a British manipulated
media who succeeded in turning a
killer into a hero.

Posing as a journalist, Moore entered the
offices and indiscriminately opened fire
with a shotgun, killing Sinn Féin member
Pat McBride, the voluntary doorman Paddy
Loughran and a local man Michael
O’Dwyer who had called into the office
seeking advice.

When it was later established that

Moore was an RUC member, the RUC
embarked on an exercise of damage limita-
tion and excused away his actions by claim-
ing that members of the force were under
extreme pressure and stress in its “fight
against terrorism”.

The media, in typical response, immedi-
ately redirected the public’s attention away
from the dead and injured and instead
focussed entirely and systematically, on the
stressful lives led by the RUC and British
forces.

People could be forgiven for believing
that it was Pat McBride’s own fault that he
was killed — after all he was “a member of
Sinn Féin”. Or if Paddy Loughran had not
worked as a doorman in our offices, “he
would not be dead now”’.
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If Michael O’'Dwyer had not availed of
Sinn Féin’s constituency service his wife
and children “would not have been left to
mourn”’.

And what of their families? — It was as
if they and their grief were invisible to the
media who instead homed in on the
shocked reaction of Moore’s family.

Moore was invariably described in news
reports as a “‘rogue cop’’ and as “‘being
under stress”’. This reporting allowed pub-
lic attention to be diverted away from the
RUC’s direct responsibility for these deaths.
In this way the media reporting provided
justification for Moore’s actions.

The media is not alone in creating the
climate whereby members of our party and
supporters can be targeted, killed or
injured. It is totally hypocritical for politi-
cians, church leaders and others to divorce
themselves from the responsibility which
they all share for projecting Sinn Féin as
party which supports violence. We are not
in the business of advocating violence and
unlike them we desire a democratic politi-
cal solution whereby violence from all sides
will be made redundant. This can only be
achieved when a real peace process begins:

Despite what the media reported, the
events of that day will affect us all but espe”
cially their families. Every death in this con
flict is tragic and the events at the Sinn Féin
offices underline the urgent need to bring
about a lasting peace in our country.



British sponsored sexual assault in Maghaberry Prison
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Ask any woman what is her greatest fear and most
will automatically answer rape/sexual assault. In
any country and in any culture the answer will be
the same, the fear of sexual attack is a universal
one of women young and old.

On 2nd March, 1992, 21 women were forcibly strip-searched
in Maghaberry Prison. That is, each of them was held down by
groups of screws while her clothes were removed. Women’s
bodies were exposed leaving them naked and feeling humiliat-
ed. Because this happened inside a prison does not mean that it
was not a sexual assault. Neither does the fact there are laws to
sanction this behaviour nor the fact that women perpetrated it,
excuse this attack.

On 2nd March women who refused to obey an order to strip
naked and have their bodies inspected by screws were set upon
and forcibly stripped. In some instances women did comply
with the order and the attackers use this fact to argue that wom-
en do not mind being strip-searched, suggesting that it is mere-
ly a minor incident in a woman’s life. When it is most definitely
not. This is a dangerous notion, submission is not the same as
consent. A woman who submits does so, not because she wants
to undress and be examined by strangers, but because she
knows that to refuse means that she will be attacked by screws
and stripped. She will then be charged with “disobeying an
order”, and will have privileges, association, remission, exercise
facilities, education, visits and parole taken from her. Because
some women cannot face the prospect of so much hostility and
abuse, she may comply with the order, this does not mean that
she volunteered to strip.

Strip-searching is violence in itself. Even when not carried
out using actual physical force the threat of physical force is
ever present. The psychological effects are many, women are

left fearing the next assault with nightmares about the last one.

The abused woman finds comfort and support among sur-
vivors of sexual abuse. Reassurance comes from those who are
survivors and from those who challenge the attackers. Where
do the attackers find support? How do they as women, who no
doubt have felt vulnerable in a darkened street, who have
known the fear of sexual attack perhaps even in their own
homes, rationalise their actions? They are screws and can hide
behind riot shields but in a quiet moment how do they justify
the abuse in which they participated? Is it enough to refer to
“standing orders” and feel absolved? Can passing the blame to
those who gave the orders cleanse those who obeyed them?

How do our attackers feel when they hear Amnesty Interna-
tional denounce strip-searching as ill treatment designed to
deliberately humiliate prisoners? No one should feel proud that
they stood on defenceless women while they screamed in
anguish and disgust as their clothes were trailed from them. No
one should feel proud of their “jobs” when the civilised world
raises their voices in horror.

One can only guess at the feelings of our attackers but their
willingness to participate (and on more than one occasion) sug-
gests that these people feel that it is perfectly acceptable
behaviour to brutalise other women.

We as victims of the brutality find comfort in the knowledge
that society does not find this behaviour acceptable no matter
how “legal” it may be and that political, civil and religious
groups the world over condemn the British government for its
actions. Strip-searching has long been accepted for what it is,
sexual abuse designed to control.

One thing that we do have in common with our assailants is
that we are all women, we all fear attack, and we have all felt
vulnerable, no matter where we expect the attack to come from.

— Women POWs Maghaberry




Monday

On Monday 2nd March 1992 search
teams entered the wings in
Maghaberry’s female prison result-
ing in the forcible strip-searching of
21 republican prisoners.

“The carrying out of this practice has noth
ing whatsoever to do with security but merely
an attempt to break the women's will as the
women will not surrender their political beliefs
at the behest of the NIO.”” — Irene Sherry
(Sinn Féin Women's Department)

Below one of the women prisoners gives
an account of what happened:-

On Monday 2nd March 1992 I awoke as

P usual at 8am to the sound of screws com-
ing on to the wing which signalled the
morning unlock. There seemed to be a
longer delay than usual and I glanced at my
watch which showed 8.20am. I heard foot-
steps approaching and the sound of jan-
gling keys, however the screw passed by
the cell which I share with my sister Mary
and stopped next door at Rosie’s cell. I was
sure I heard her telling Rosie that we would
not be unlocked that morning due to a
search being conducted throughout the jail.
A few minutes later a shout from Rosie her-
self confirmed that this was indeed what
had been said. Just as I had decided to settle
down and catch up with some letter writing
and Mary was sorting her books for study,
another shout from Rosie told us that some-
thing was dreadfully wrong. She explained
that one of the POs had spoken to her and
informed her that as each cell was being
searched individually, so too would the
occupant(s) be subjected to a strip-search.
We voiced our objections most strongly and
said no way would we be complying with
any such search as it had never happened
or been necessary before and it certainly
wasn’t necessary now. However, our
protests fell on deaf ears so we made a deci-
sion to resist wholeheartedly any attempts
to carry out this disgusting and degrading
practice. Never having been in the situation
before or being faced with a forced strip-
search I wasn’t quite sure what to expect,
though I knew from experience that the jail
and its administration would stoop to any
level to impose their will on us as the
regime for women prisoners is particularly
petty and vindictive. The memory of what
followed over the next ten hours or so
(which I can only describe as intense sexual,
physical and mental torture) is indelibly
printed on my mind.

The first assault took place at 10.20am. |
listened with horror and increasing anger
and frustration as riot clad screws thudded
in to attack the woman occupying the cell
and when it was over I was left in no doubt
as to exactly what awaited myself and any
other woman who ‘dared” object to this
invasion of her body. All day long the

onslaught continued and in between
screaming and yelling words of comfort
and support to my comrades I was power-
less to assist. I watched male screws coming
and going, on and off the wings, some of
them jeering and making obscene gestures
through the windows.

At 3.20pm Mary and I heard a commo-
tion outside our cell door. We looked at
each other, first with apprehension, then
with determination as we realised it was
now our turn!

In order to have a better chance to resist
and defend ourselves we held on to the
b.ars of our cell window with one hand and
tightly clasped each other with our other
hand while thg cell door was blocked up.
At least ten riot clad screws, some with
batons drawn, charged into the cell and
pounced on us, their obvious intention was
to immobilise us separatel i

; Separately up against the
wall behind a shield. This proved impossi-
blg for them to do as each of us struggled
w1lldly and somehow we ended up in the
middle of the cell still holding on to each
other and resisting with every ounce‘ f
strength we had in us. I can’t s I 3
became separ: i i ko

separated but it was inevitable wi
such a large number of sc;ews ll A 71‘_? it
the both of us that it would h, ARl
ally. They were kicking t a[l)pen s
at my legs ; ;
my arms behind my back iny- 26 i hiad
O iaed it a painful lock
y dragged me towards the
led out of the cel] behind | Suinag. bt
that one of the screws had n\m l ‘L‘Ollld i
Y sister by the
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hair pushing and pulling at her head in an
effort to get her onto the floor, another
screw was beating at her head and neck
with a baton, my screams for her to be left
alone were drowned as yet another screw
clamped my head with her hands to lend
her weight in my removal from the cell.
Once outside the door I was ‘ordered’ to lie
down on the floor, even as I was refusing to
do so. I was slammed face down on to the
wing whereI was held by at least four
screws. The screw pressing my face into the
floor yelled at me to bend my legs and for
one heart stopping moment I imagined that
I'was to be stripped on the wing. [ was par-
ic-stricken and struggled even harder
because at this stage I was unable to se¢
behind me and for all T knew there could @
been male screws present, | had certainly
seen enough of them throughout the day,
for this fear to be justified. After a few mu}-
utes of violent struggle the screws had suc
ceeded in getting me in even more pa u
locks whereby they could carry me d"“‘T
the wing and into an empty cell. A5 L&
being carried through the door I felta fjemy
erate kick land on me viciously. Once !
cell I was again slammed face dow! o
the floor and held there for ten minuw_
before the sexual assault on me begat ¥
ing this time and in between my 8
screams I could hear the assault !aklns
place on Mary in the cell I had just been
taken from. After a seemingly end!es® w{a 0
the woman in the opposite cell shoute€




warning to me that two more screws were
entering my cell, I braced myself for the
final phase of the attack, rcéisting every
step of the way. My shoes and socks were
removed first, then my leggings, at this
point a sheet folded into a ridiculously
small shape was thrown across the lower
half of my body, T still haven’t worked out
why this was done because as soon as my
pants were removed it was lifted. Once 1
was naked from the waist down one screw
sat on my legs as the others who had my
arms ‘locked’ had to ease their grip lightly,
just enough in fact to remove the clothes I
was wearing on the top half of my body,
this they only managed to do with difficul

ty and considerable pain to me. When I was
t(\f.1ll}‘ naked thc_\’ decided their filthy deed
was finished and told me to get dressed as
they left me lying on the floor — my reply
to that is unprintable! At my insistence tho;'
dressed me, the four screws who had held
me down re-entered the cell along with the
two who had forcibly stripped me and
stood looking everywhere but at me. The
same two screws who had torn the clothes
from my body seconds earlier now stood
fumbling and avoiding my angry glare as
they gathered my clothes which were
strewn all over the floor and proceeded to
put them on my battered body. As I was
being dressed I spoke to each of my attack-
ers in turn, called her by name, demanding
explanations, not one of them could meet
my eyes with their own. It was six hours
later when I saw the doctor who detailed
my injuries and prescribed painkillers and
medicine to enable me to sleep. To add
insult to injury I, who was the victim of
such a violent and sexual assault, was
‘charged’ with refusing to obey an order (to
strip naked) and ‘erecting a barricade’. At
the ‘adjudication’ I was refused legal repre-
sentation. When I “dared’ to say to the gov-
ernor the ‘charges’ hadn’t been proven, his
response to this was to have me ejected
from the hearing! Found ‘guilty’ on both
charges I was given various punishments,
ie three days solitary confinement, 28 days
loss of afternoon yard, 42 days loss of
evening association and 21 days loss of
remission.

Finally, I cannot finish this grim account
without saying, that not one single thing
was found during this carefully orchestrat-
ed and vicious attack. It is widely accepted
that strip-searches forced or otherwise have
no security value whatsoever, this has been
proven on countless occasions. It is my
belief that just as rape can only be described
as an act of violence to gain power and con-
trol over women, so too can strip-searches
only be described in this way.

I firmly believe that it was a further
attempt by the jail and its administration to
humiliate, degrade and control us women
POWSs by stripping us naked and violating
our bodies in this way. While this disgust-
ing and perverted assault has left my body
feeling battered and abused, my mind and
resolve to continue to oppose strip-
searches remains steadfast. 9

Anger, Pain and Frustration!
Some of the things I feel
As I'listen to my comrades
Being raped by cowards.
What are they going through? I don’t know.
They haven’t come for me yet
All I can do is cry, but try to shout through tears,
Tears of anger, to let my friends know they have my support
Now it’s my turn.
Feelings! — Afraid, Angry, Alone
But I find the strength to fight
To let them know what I think of them,
They can’t even look me in the face
As they rip my clothes off, they laugh and jeer,
My comrades are squealing for them to leave me alone
But they don’t listen, they carry on
They’ve finished with me now — but it’s not over
I listen to the women who are going through it after me
That's the hardest part, listening to my friends
Squealing and fighting for them
To stop their disgusting deeds.
Those cowards have given us something today — Strength!!
My comrades and I stick together, and we have
The Strength, Power and Determination
To fight
Every step of the way.
— Women POWs Maghaberry

Marie Wright,

Louise Nash, Shauneen Baker,
Ailish Carroll, Patricia Deane,
Bernie Reilly, Karen Quinn,
Pat Moore, Bronwyn Mc Gahan,
Geraldine Ferrity, Theresa
Browne, Carol Cullen, Ann
Cavanagh, Rosaleen Mc Corley,
Mary McArdle, Paula Burns,
Maureen Delaney, Donna
McMenamy, Annmarie Mc Kee,
Teresa Malocco,
Frances Symington,
Maryellen Campbell.




STOP STRIP

The following is a letter from the relatives of
women prisoners in Maghaberry Prison

Almost ten years after its introduction into Armagh Jail
and continuation in Maghaberry Prison, strip-searching con-
tinues to be used by the NIC and prison administration as a
weapon to try and degrade, humiliate and ultimately break
our daughters, wives and sisters in Maghaberry Prison.

After the physical assault and forced strip-searching of
Pauline Quinn after a compassionate visit in April 1991, the
prison administration made it clear that anyone who refused
to oblige with a strip-search would have their clothes
forcibly removed by prison officers.

INCIDENT ON 2nd MARCH

This threat to the women was carried out on the 2nd
March when the administration through the wing PO
informed the women that each of them was to be strip-
searched in their own cells during a wing raid. Up until that
date, all strip-searches had been carried out in the reception
area of the prison. The women refused this “order” to strip
and were left locked in their cells. A half hour later the
prison riot squad, consisting of male and female officers and
dressed in overalls and visors arrived on the wing. Between
four and eight officers systematically entered each woman's
cell and proceeded to forcibly remove the women's clothes.

This was achieved by four officers holding the woman
down while others tore her clothes from her body, leaving
the woman naked on the floor. In one incident, male officers
were used to drag one women from her cell and during this
one male officer ran his hands over her legs.

During these physical and sexual assaults all the women
received injuries ranging from cuts and bruises to a severe
facial injury which required hospital treatment. The emo-
tional effect that this will have on the women has still to be
assessed but the following quote may go part of the way
towards it:

“To intrude and violate the very private part of a person is, [
think, one of the most damaging and violating things that you can
do and is therefore a very powerful way of breaking down a person-
ality.”

— Professor Ivor Browne

We as concerned relatives and friends of the women pris-

HES

totally deny the NIO allegations that thjg
was an attempt by the prisoners “to provoke the entire ingj.
dent so that it could be used as 2 propagar’\,da exercise at the
expense of inmates, their families e.lnd staff . .

We also reject the NIO allegatlon of an organised, vio-
lent reaction to it (strip-searching) by a particular group of
inmates””. ;

All the women resisted this degradatlop of their bodies
and we are proud they did so. We do not wish to see our rel-
atives injured in any shape or form but we respect and sup-
port our relatives’ right to defend themselves against this
cynical attempt by the NIO and prison administration to
humiliate and dehumanise them.

To add insult to injury, our daughters, wives and sisters
have been charged with breaches of prison rules and as a
result have been awarded the loss of various “privileges”
ranging from:

oners would like to

42 days loss of association

28 days loss of afternoon yards
21 days loss of remission and
3 days solitary confinement

In the words of one prisoner:

“For refusing to comply with the ‘order’ to strip totally
naked so that screws could inspect our bodies we face a vari-
ety of charges from ‘erecting barricades’ to ‘assault’. It is
almost laughable that women who endured ten hours of
physical, sexual and mental torture are charged with
a.ssaulting gangs of riotous screws who, dressed in protec-
tive clothing, wearing helmets and armed with shields and
batO}\S held us down on our cell floors, stood on our naked
bodies, jumped on our arms and legs then twisted our limbs
into painful positions while pressing our faces to the floor”.

We as a group of concerned relatives and friends urge
everyone who reads this leaflet to contact their local commu-
nity and church leaders to voice their disgust at this attack
on women pl‘isoners.

Wealso ask you to write to:

The Prison Regimes Branch,

Northern Ireland Office,

Dondonald House

Stormont, X

County Antrim,




Sinn Fein’s
Ard Fheis '92

At the Sinn Féin Ard Fheis on the
22nd and 23rd of February 1992,
two major documents were
launched which outline Sinn
Féin’s policy and strategy in the
area of peace in Ireland and Wom-
en in Ireland.

Women in Ireland (Sinn Féin Women's
Policy Document):

The Women in Ireland document is not
only a comprehensive outline of our policy
on women, but also defines our demand for
an Ireland which recognises the full and
equal role of women, in all aspects of its
society.

Below is a brief summary of some of the
main points of the women’s document. We
would encourage all activists to obtain
copies of the document, to extend the
debate on women’s participation in the
fight for national liberation.

INTRODUCTION

The rediscovery of women’s history has
shown that there is a tradition of women
activists from at least the end of the 19th
Century who have combined republicanism
with feminism in a coherent political phi-
losophy. These women combined the fight
for independence and national self-determi-
nation and the fight for the vote, women’s
rights to education, to work and protection
from physical and sexual abuse. The Sinn
Féin Women'’s Department is part of this
heritage.

Since the inception of the “new women’s
movement” in Ireland, many of the obvious
legal and institutional barriers to women
participating fully and equally in society
have been removed. These gains have been
won by the action of women themselves
who first defined their problems, proposed
a solution then set about campaigning for
change. Membership of the EC provided an
added impetus for change but it did not
bring those changes about.

The gains they won made a real differ-
ence to the lives of many women. There is a
danger that these advances and gains may
now be eroded in the changing social and
political climate of the 1990s. Republicans
and feminists must show that their political
philosophy is relevant to social and political
change. Women now face the task of pro-
tecting the gains that have been made and
extending their demands into other areas.

This document is another stage in the

development of the struggle of republican
women to assess and plan for a society that
promises both national self-determination
and a just, equal and healthy society for
women. It contains assessments of develop-
ments to date while offering significant pol-
icy proposals to further the cause of Irish
women in the coming years.

WOMEN AND PARTITION

Women's lives are profoundly influ-
enced by partition and the continuing mili-
tary occupation by Britain of part of this
country. While it is naive to lay all social ills
at the door of partition and colonialism it is
willful blindness to claim that they have not
had an impact on present day Irish society.

Partition created two reactionary and
fundamentalist states, one Catholic and the
other Protestant. The effects of this on the
position of women in the 26 Counties
where the ethos of a conservative Catholic
church has dominated social legislation, has
been documented. Less attention has been
paid to the conservative fundamental
Protestantism of the Six Counties. Here
women'’s groups have to continually fight
to have progressive legislation dealing with
such things as sex discrimination in
employment, rape and domestic violence
extended to cover the Six-County statelet.

Sinn Féin’s demand for a 32-County

socialist republic is also the demand for a
pluralist state in which the rights of women
to full equality are constitutionally guaran-
teed.

WOMEN, POVERTY AND
SOCIAL WELFARE

Gender and social class are the two most
important determinants of a person’s life
chances. In terms of income and material
security men generally do better than wom-
en of the same social class. More women
than men are living in poverty. Men experi-
ence poverty because of unemployment or
incapacity, women generally experience
poverty because of their dependant status
and/or role as single parents.

Many women can find themselves living
in poverty in households where the “family
income” is above the official poverty line,
where there is an uneven distribution of
income within the family. No research so
far has been carried out in Ireland on how
income is divided within families. There are
no figures available for women living in
poverty while engaged in home duties.

Changes in the social welfare code and
an increase in the level of benefits could
have a substantial and positive effect on the
welfare of many women.

RIGHT TO INFORMATION

The ban on abortion information has not
stopped women seeking abortions, it has
merely delayed them. It also means that
many arrive in England without receiving
counselling on the alternatives to abortion.

The number of women terminating
pregnancies in England who gave Irish
addresses averages out at just under 4,000 a
year. Doctors have estimated that 40% of
Irish women traveling to England for abor-
tion give English addresses.

Sinn Féin is opposed to the attitudes and
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forces in society that compe! women to
have abortions, and which criminalise those
who do. We accept the need for abortion
only where a woman's life is at risk or in
grave danger (e.g. all forms of cancer) and
in cases of rape or child sexual abuse.

We believe that non-directive pregnancy
counselling embodying all choices should
be freely available.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

The attitudes of Irish society which give
rise to violence against women cannot con-
tinue to go unchallenged. The relevance of
violence against women in Irish society,
whether it be rape, pornography, domestic
violence or legalised state rape: strip-
searching, is a frightening statistic for any
country.

We demand the right to live in an envi-
ronment free from harassment, from intimi-
dation and from the constant fear and
threat of assault and/or rape.

WOMEN AND HEALTH

A woman’s socio-economic status is a
major determinate of her health. Women
living in poverty suffer from higher mortal-
ity rates than better off women. They are
likely to suffer from the effects of poor
nutrition, report ill health at an early age
and are far less likely to use preventative
healthcare. The children of families living
in poverty are more likely to be under-
weight and below average height than the
rest of the population.

This is compounded by a failure to ade-
quately fund the health service and restruc-
ture it to meet women'’s needs. The service is
increasingly being centralised in large hospi-
tals. This has had particular consequences for
cancer screening programmes, particularly
those for breast and cervical cancer.

Other areas which are covered in the
document are, Women and Family Law,
Women and Employment, Women and
Education and Fertility Control.

TOWARDS A LASTING
PEACE IN IRELAND

Towards a Lasting Peace in Ireland was
presented to the 1992 Sinn Féin Ard Fheis
by the Ard Chombhairle as a discussion doc-
ument. Its main purpose is to inform the
debate within the party and the wider pub-
lic debate about how best to develop a
strategy for peace in Ireland.

It aims also to formalise discussion with-
in Sinn Féin on this issue so that at the end
of a period of open and democratic debate
we can agree upon conclusions and adapt
Sinn Féin policy in accordance with these
conclusions.

Below is a summary of the main points
of the peace document.

1. PEACE requires conditions of democra-
cy, freedom and justice to eradicate the
causes of war.

2. THE IRISH PEOPLE have the same right
to sovereignty and nationhood exercised
throughout history and recognised in inter-
national law as any other nation. The parti-
tion of Ireland contravenes recognised
international norms and frustrates national
democracy and reconciliation in the coun-
try.

3. BRITISH RULE IN IRELAND lacks
dcn.mcrntic legitimacy either domestically
or m.ternationnlly and has rested pre-
'd'()lllln'a'n”y on division and coercion.
1 hiorie ans oL recogriae
Ireland in 1921, F Rartiion of
4. THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT should
assume its rcsponsibility tog

i ain the reunifi-
cation of the country, l

N co-operation with
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issues
the British government or, if necessyyy
independently. 5
5. THE UNIONIST MINORITY in Irelang
has nothing to fear from a united Irelang.
Withdrawal of the unionist veto will open
the possibility of a constructive dialogye
with the rest of the Irish people.

6. IRISH REPUBLICANS are determined to
play a constructive role in building 4
national democracy in Ireland.

7. IRELAND is a part of Europe which is
undergoing an historic process of political
and economic transformation. This will be
incomplete while the Anglo-Irish conflict
continues. The partition of Ireland and the
British claim to jurisdiction over the Six
Counties is a European issue. Sinn Féin
seeks a democratic and sovereign Ireland
which will defend the interests of all sec-
tions of the Irish nation.

8. THE UNITED NATIONS has the authori-
ty and mandate to monitor a decolonisation
process in Ireland. As an interim measure
Sinn Féin would propose that the UN Sec-
retary-General request annual reports from
the British government on its role in Ireland
and conducts a yearly review of the conse-
quences of the continued partition of Ire-
land.

® Towards a Lasting Peace in Ireland
Available from:

Sinn Féin Bookshop,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1.

Price: £1

® Women in Ireland

Sinn Féin Women's Policy Document
Available from:

Sinn Féin Bookshop,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1.

Price: £1




Westminster
Election

Sinn Féin in the recent general election lost some of
the ground gained in previous elections. Most
notably we lost West Belfast because of the tactical
voting alliance between the SDLP and the loyalists.
The symbolic importance of losing the West Belfast
seat has obscured the reality that the republicans
vote had held up very substantially in the face of an
often murderous and unremitting attack. Sinn Féin
received 70,000 votes in this election, 10% of the poll.
We represent 30% of the nationalist people in the Six

Counties.

Six County Director of Pub-
licity, Richard McAuley, con-
firmed that Sinn Féin, the
fourth largest political party in
the Six Counties, remained
committed to the electoral pro-

ss and will continue to con-
est seats in any future
assembly, council or Westmin-
ster elections.

HOLLOW VICTORY
FOR THE SDLP

Strategic voting by unionists
in the West Belfast constituency
during the Westminster general
elections secured a hollow victory
for the SDLP over Sinn Féin and
provided the SDLP with its
fourth parliamentary seat.
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The SDLP strategy had been
to mobilise non-voters to vote
for it and to win votes from
Sinn Féin. In this, it scored no
successes. The increase in the
turnout in nationalist areas
despite a reduced register prin-
cipally benefited Sinn Féin, the
SDLP vote from nationalists
significantly dropped.

This shortfall, however, was
more than compensated for by
a wholly unpredicted vote for
the SDLP from the unionist
Shankill Road area. With a
turnout of 65% there, an esti-
mated 8,500 loyalists voted. The
Ulster Unionist candidate, Fred
Cobain, polled only 4,766 votes.
Consequently around 3,500 loy-

alist votes went to the SDLP
thus allowing it to scrape home
in front of Sinn Féin’s candidate
Gerry Adams by a mere 589
votes.

The SDLP’s Joe Hendron
claimed that its vote from the
Shankill was an expression of
"cross community support” but
the reality is that his support
lay in the most violent and
extreme elements of loyalism.

During the campaign it was
an open secret that the UDA,
the main loyalist paramilitary
organisation, was actively lob-
bying voters to vote SDLP. This
factor alone has politically
alienated large sections of
nationalists from the SDLP who
would not necessarily have vot-
ed for Sinn Féin, and it will
undoubtedly prove counter-
productive for the party in
future elections.

Following the election
results, and particularly in the
aftermath of the West Belfast
result with the loss of the ‘Pres-
tigious” Westminster seat, the
media and British government
spokespersons set about writ-
ing Sinn Féin'’s political epitaph,
ignoring of course these central
facts:
® In West Belfast the Sinn Féin
vote held firm while the SDLP’s
vote from  nationalists
decreased.
® That Sinn Féin, not the SDLP,
continues to represent the
majority nationalist opinion in
the constituency.

® That within Greater Belfast,
Sinn Féin’s total vote has
increased once more.

Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams, commenting at the end
of the election campaign said:

“I want to thank all of our
election workers throughout
the Six Counties who braved
harassment and the threat of
death from loyalist murder
gangs, and who fought a
tremendous campaign.

“I would also commend the
many tens of thousands who
voted for our party.

“In each of the 14 con-
stituencies in which we stood a
significant section of the elec-
torate saw through the years of
censorship and the empty
promises of our opponents and
had the courage to vote Sinn
Féin.

““That our vote remained
solid and in several instances
increased is a tribute to our
election workers and those who
voted for us.

“For the last ten years there
has been a sophisticated and at
times brutal campaign to
marginalise the Sinn Féin vote.
Our vote is a clear demonstra-
tion of the failure of that strate-
gy.

“For our part Sinn Féin will
continue to develop and pro-
mote our electoral strategy and
our proposals for peace which
formed an integral part of this
election campaign.”




Interview with a

Women in Struggle: How did yoy fi,.,
pecome involved in the IRA?

Volunteer: I wouldn’t say that [ jyg
took a decision one day to join the kA
[ was born into the con.flict here ang
throughout my formative years |
witnessed at first hand the way the
nationalist community were treateq
like second class citizens. My deCision
to join the IRA was a conscious
decision which I made due to the Jeyg
of political awareness I had attaineq
The Hunger-Strikes had a profound
effect on my political development ang
while I wasn’t old enough to realise the
whole political implications, T was
aware that the Hunger-Strikers were
fighting for more than improved prison
conditions. The British government
attempting to criminalise Irish politica]
prisoners sought to marginalise the
republican community and demonise
their leaders.

WIS: Were your family and friends aware
of your membership?

Vol: My decision was not taken lightly.
I had to bear in mind the affect it
would have on my family if I ended up
in prison or dead. At first I attempted
to conceal it from my family rather
than let them suffer the worry, but they
came to realise and accept it. My family
have never attempted to dissuade me
from being involved and have
supported me in every way they can.

WIS: Do you feel the IRA can win in this
conflict?

Vol: Firstly let me say that the IRA is
forced to adopt the tactic of a military
campaign. It has been proven time and
time again that the British government
will not willingly abandon their claim
of sovereignty over any occupied
Ferritory. The history of colonialism
informs us that the colonisers require
pressure to enter into dialogue with 2
View to leaving the country and
allowing for the indigenous population
to decide their own destiny and hold
free and open discussions towards
lasting settlement. I'd also like to stress
that the IRA are not the aggressors in
this conflict but rather the IRA's
military campaign is a direct respons¢
to the British involvement in our




woman

country. T'do not wish to live my life n
awar zone and the majority of the
nationalist community — and indeed
the people of this island — have a
purning desire for peace. That peace
can only be achieved by British
disengagement from our country. | do
pelieve the IRA has the capacity, the
resources, the commitment, the
determination and the public support
to force the British government to a
settlement to bring about a lasting
peace for everyone.

WIS: Recently Sinn Féin adopted a
document entitled Towards a Lasting
Peace in Ireland, do you think/believe that
the proposals in this document can
realistically bring about a lasting peace?
Vol: It has to be borne in mind by
people that Sinn Féin is the only party
that has produced an objective analysis
of the situation in this country and the
only party that has called for
unconditional peace talks. Every other
party has set down conditions before
agreeing to talk. Republican attempts
to bring about peace must be taken
seriously.

WIS: Do you believe that women
volunteers are given equal status to their
male comrades?

Vol: It is important to remember that
overall we live in a sexist society and
therefore it would be unrealistic to
assume that some of those sexist
attitudes which permeate such a

Sm‘ivly would not overspill to a
movement such as ours, However, [ do
not believe that the fight for women’s
equality can be divorced from the
struggle for Irish freedom. I personally
do not find my feminist consciousness
and my involvement in the IRA to be
in conflict with each other but rather
the two complementing each other. To
80 back to the question of equal status T
have never been in a situation whereby
my gender has dictated my status
within the movement. I'm not
suggesting that that has not happened
on occasions to different individuals
but I believe the IRA are one of the
most progressive volunteer armies
where the issue of women'’s equality is
concerned.

WIS: Some of your opponents would claim
that the recent bombing campaign only
serves to inflict further suffering in
economic terms on the Irish people. How do
you view this?

Vol: IRA operations are not designed
to put people out of work and while
loss of jobs is unfortunate under any
circumstances, it is not our intention to
create further unemployment. To lay
the blame for unemployment on
specific IRA operations is a total
fabrication on the part of the British
propaganda machine and a diversion
from decades of failed economic
policies in the Six Counties. For
generations, an organised campaign of
discrimination against nationalists in

Women's Roll of Honour

Belfast Brigade

Ist Battalion

Vol Margaret McArdle — June 7th 1987
Vol Patricia Black — Nov. 15th 1991

Cumann na mBan

Belfast

Vol Dorothy Maguire — Oct. 23rd 1971
Vol Maura Meehan — Oct. 23rd 1971

Vol Anne Parker — Aug. 11th 1972

Vol Anne Marie Petticrew — Sept. 1st 1973
Vol Bridie Dolan — Feb. 9th 1975

Vol Laura Crawford — Dec. 1st 1975

Vol Rosemary Bleakley — Jan. 13th 1976
Downpatrick

Vol Vivien Fitzsimmons — Feb. 10th 1973
Newcastle

Vol Pauline Kane — July 21st 1973
Portadown

Vol Julie Dougan — July 8th 1972

Derry Brigade
Vol Ethel Lynch — Dec. 7th 1974

GHQ Staff
Vol Mairéad Farrell — March 6th 1988

Sinn Féin
Maire Drumm — Oct. 28th 1976

Voluntee

the workplace has resulted in
continuous mass unemployment.
Partition is responsible for the
economic, social, cultural and political
inequalities which cause the divisions
in our society. Therefore the ending of
partition is a vital prerequisite to
achieving a just and lasting peace for
all the people in Ireland.

WIS: Do you think you will see Irish
freedom in your lifetime?

Vol: Yes, I firmly believe that Irish
freedom will be achieved in my
lifetime. That belief is not based on any
idealistic notion but more on the
willingness of the people of Ireland to
achieve equality and to live in a
peaceful and just society. The British
government, through their failed
initiatives in Ireland such as
Sunningdale, the Hillsborough Treaty
and most recently the Brooke Talks,
have proven that they have nothing
new to offer the people of this island. It
is only when the British have the moral
courage to announce their intention to
disengage from our country that a real
peace process can begin.

Women of
the IRA

We’ve heard many a song, and
story too,

of men who died with hearts
SO true,

on Easter week. But there’s
more to say,

about the others
sacrificed on that day.

who

For among the battlefield
there were strewn,

their friends and comrades
among the ruins.

They also fought and died that
day,

They‘re the Women of the
IRA.
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Women's Move.ment‘,.
Feminism and Sinn Feéin

Ireland in the 1990s is an island of struggle and strife. It's people fidve
been subjected to foreign domination and political interference
turies. There has alwf\\\'s been resistance and women have alw
involved. In Ireland for over 100 years the issue of women’s rigl\t§ lfas
been bound up with the national movement, both at the level of lndl'V.ld'
ual involvement and through the women’s movement seeking a positive

response from nationalists on the major issues of the day.

In the second half of this century, specif-
ically since the mid-'60s, nationalist, repub-
lican and feminist struggles have been on
the establishments agenda. Both the Lon-
don and Dublin governments have been
forced to take account of republican resis-
tance to occupation in the Six Counties.
While south of the border, Leinster House
politicians have been continuously pres-
surised by the women’s movement chal-
lenging church and state domination. A lot
of consciousness raising has taken place
and because of this many women have
come to realise the nature of both states and
the impact partition has made on the lives
of women.

When the issue of civil rights came up
for nationalists in the Six Counties, women
in the 26 Counties organised in our own
interests. For some it was clear that the
South lagged behind other states around
the world not because Irish people were
inherently backward as a people, rather

women realised it was and still is because
we are a dependent and underdevelope.d
economy with artificial politics and rell-
gious n;ajorities in both states holdmg
sway. As feminists we began to defmlel our-
selves as “‘anti-imperialist”’ and “‘pro-
republican”” and began to look for ways to
link the demands from nationalists and the
women’s movement for democratic rights.
Basic solidarity between anti-imperialist
women both sides of the border developed.
Women joined political parties as they
became more politically active. Sinn Féin
during the '70s was a much more conserva-
tive party than today and this deterred
many active feminists from joining.

It was the experience of the H-Block and
Armagh Hunger-Strike and the mass cam-
paign that developed which had a pro-
found impact on anti-imperialists in the
women’s movement. The '80s has been the
decade during which the most significant
policy development among republicans

for cen-
ays been
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(ool-plice, This fnctl encm,lragegl a ]ayer of
anti-imperialist ferninists to join Sinp, Féin
Internally the party began to become more
women friendly” with a policy of active
encouragement of women to take y
important positions and reserved seats on
decision making committees, which
allowed women to take part in all aspects of
the party. .

The '80s was also turning into a decade
of setbacks for women. The two referend,
(defeating a demand for divorce and giving
the foetus equal rights to women) severely
demoralised activists and indeed it was
noticeable that the current generation of
activists emigrated in despair. Every party
experienced a down turn in recruitment.
The radical women’s movement turned in
on itself and campaigning for change was
left to the more conventional and middle
class feminist lobby. Many activists asked
themselves why they should, as women,
join any party. However, the only political
party standing up to the British and Irish
establishments was Sinn Féin.

Since the start of the decade conditions
for Irish women have worsened in many
ways. The economic conditions of women
are disasterous. The personal lives of wom-
en in the Six Counties are confronted with
the consequences of military occupation,
political repression and the reality of pover-
ty in a state which has failed to provide
equal employment opportunities for
nationalists.

Many of us have come to realise the real
meaning of the demand for self-determina-
tion both in a personal and political sense.
The current debacle over the 1983 amend-
ment of the 1937 constitution has strength-
ened the resolve of feminists to fight
against all laws or political decisions which
deny or erode that right. We also know that
self-determination for all Irish people is 2
pre-requisite to securing a just solution to
the national question and to exerting any
lasting influence over the economic devel-
Opment, post 1992, on this island.

No other party bar Sinn Féin has assert
efl S0 consistently and clearly this core prin-
ciple and basic need for self-determination-
qu this very reason, feminists have and
will continue to align ourselves with Sin
Eéin, to join or work alongside the party:
There will be shortcomings within the par”
ty. but then there are no shortcut solutions
for feminists to the obvious need to trans-
form the thinking and political practice of
those most Prepared, in any country of
state, to struggle for freedom.



IMPRISO

[’r(“\'(‘“”y there are 700 republic
ireland, England and Europe,
young people and old people,
pecause there are less wome
that women have not bee

ans imprisoned in
Men and women,
. Do not think that
eN imprisoned than men
n fighting for Irigh freedom
nor that women have not been in the front line of
rison struggle.

Mairéad Farrell (along with Mary Doyle and M
took part in the first hunger strike of 1980
held in Maghaberry today are the
carried out by the prison authorities

As well as the burden of imprisonment itse

argaret Nugent)
and the women who are
victims of brutal strip-searches

3 . A If there are other
issues that affect republican prisoners. These are:
O ~ ’

1) The campaign to transfer prisoners in English jails.

2) The campaign to obtain release dates for lifers.

3) The campaign against extr.
in Ireland and Europe.

4) The campaign to end forced integration in Crumlin Road Jail.

5) The campaign to end strip-searching in Maghaberry prison.

As well as these there are other campaigns around republican
prisoners. Ones like brutality in Castlereagh, the Diplock Courts,
the Casement accused, Voice of the Innocent, poor medical condi-
tions in Portlacise and the isolation and mental torture of Pamela
Kane (the only woman republican prisoner in the 26 Counties) in
Limerick Prison.

It is important that republicans outside of prison do not forget
that the British are trying to repress our comrades in prison. It is
also important that republicans understand that our enemies are
always revising attitudes towards republican prisoners and we
must be ready to oppose this in whatever form it takes.

During the past number of years the intentions of the British
and 26-County governments have been to win the “hearts and

adition of Irish political prisoners
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® Mairead Farrell, like the women in Maghaberry today, was a vic-
tim of brutal strip-searches carried out by the prison authorities
minds” of the nationalist people as opposed to attempting to break
the will and the strength of republican prisoners.

However, when the prison authorities in Maghaberry forcibly
strip-searched the women prisoners on 2nd of March this year,
they were not carrying out a “routine search” — they were trying
to break the women'’s will.

The women were stronger than their attackers because of their
strength of togetherness and because of their spirit of freedom.

For these reasons it is important that republicans do not lose
sight of the fundamental issues of imprisonment.

If we do not stand together with the prisoners the British gov-
ernment will try to break them again and again. So we must not
forget that there are 700 living examples that there is something
seriously corrupt about the workings of this state.

During 1992, every republican should be attempting to raise
imprisonment itself and the issues that are part of it onto the politi-
cal agenda.

Faoi Ghlas

Faoi lathair t4 beagnach 700 cimi poblachtinacha i
bpriosdin in Eirinn, Sasana agus san Eoraip. Ta fir
ann agus mné ann, daoine 6ga agus seandaoine. Na
bi ag smaoineamh de thairbhe go bhfuil nios ld
mné i bpriosdn na fir nach bhfuil a lan mna ag troid
ar son saoirse na hEireann n6 sna line chatha le linn
agbid phriosdn.

Ghlac Mairéad Farrell (chomh maith le Mary Doyle agus
Mairéad Nugent) péirt sa chéad stailc ocrais i 1980 agus na mnd a
choinneal i Priostin Maghaberry inniu — is jadsan inbartaigh de
lom cuardach ag laimhe uadarais an phriostin, { ; :

Gan trécht ar ualach an phriosin féin, ta ualaigh eile a
bhaineann le cimi poblachtanacha. Is siud; LS

® An feachtas chun cimi a aistrit o phrl()slllll.l S.'\sarna X

® An feachtas le détai scaoilte a fhail faoi cholnnel ﬁzmlm‘i'mn

® An feachtas in aghaidh eiseachadh chimi polaitiula Eirean-
nacha san Eoraip agus in Eirinn ; 4 g3

® An feachtas le deireadh a chur le comhthathi faoi bhri i
bPriostin Béthar Chroimghlinne L

® An feachtas le stop a chur le jonsaithe ar bhanchimi le linn
lomchuardacha faoi bhri. 4

Chomh maith leo seo, ta feachtais eile a b_hameann ?e cnm:
poblachtanacha ar nés braidialacht, Cuirt Diplock, Casemen

Accused agus Voice of the Innocent, drochdiseanna leighis i bPért
Laoigse agus drochaiseanna oideachastila do Pamela Kane i
bPriostin Luimni.

Ta sé tdbhachtach nach ndéanann poblachtinaigh taoibh
amuigh de phriostin dearmad go bhfuil na Sasanaigh ag
déanamh iarracht ar gcomradaithe sna priosiin a chuir faoi
chois. T4 sé tabhachtach ag dtuigeann poblachtinaigh go mbionn
ar naimhde i geonai ag athmheas bealai s’acusan i leith cimi
poblachtianacha agus go caithimid bheith réidh chun cur i
aghaidh an phréiséas leantinach cimi a choiriu cibé cruth ata air.

Le blianta beaga anuas ta rin ag rialtas na Breataine agus rial-
tas na 26 Chontae ‘meon agus croi’ an phobal naisitinach a bhaint
in ionad iarracht toil agus neart na geimi poblachtinacha a
bhriseadh.

Afach, nuair a chur na h-udarais i bPriostiin Maghaberry lom
chuardacha ar bhanchimi De Luain 24 Marta an bhlian seo, ni
raibh siad ag déanamh ‘gnathchuardach’ — bhi said ag iarraidh
na mna a bhriseadh!

Bhi na mnd nios ldidre na na coimheadéiri mar gheall ar an
neart ata ag na mnd, mar gheall ar spiorad na saoirse ata acusan.

Ar na bharr seo, ta sé tabhachtach nach gcaillimid radharc ar
na ceistanna buntsacha a bhaineann le braighdeanas.

Mura a seasaimid le chéile leis na cimi, déanfaidh rialtas na
Breataine iarracht dr geimi a bhriseach aris ‘s aris. Da bhri sin ni
chomhair ddinn dearmad a dhéanamh go bhfuil 700 samplai ann
a chruthaionn go bhfuil rud éigin truaililthe go bunisach faoi
bhuni agus faoi oibrit an stait seo. Ba chéir do gach poblachta-
nach, le linn 1992, bheith ag iarraidh dlith an mbraighdeanas
féin agus na feachtas atd i bpairt leis a chur ar an chlar polaitiuil.
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Repeal the Eighth
Amendment

In 1983 an amendment was passed to the 26-County
Irish Constitution which stated “The state acknowl-
edges the right to life of the unborn and, with due
regard to the equal right to life of the mother, guaran-
tees in its law to respect and, as far as is practical, by

its laws to defend and vindicate that right.”

While many of those who had opposed i, felt betrayed, no one
imagined the real consequences it would have for Irish women.
Since then this amendment has been used to censor books, maga-
zines and counselling services; dragged students and women's
clinics through the courts; forced the opinions of one church on all
the Irish people; allowed no exceptions for women pregnant as a
result of rape or incest; allowed no exceptions for women whose
health was threatened by the continuation of a pregnancy.

The eighth amendment has been used to deny women access to
non-directive pregnancy counselling and abortion information. As
a result, women have been unable to make an informed decision,
when faced with unplanned pregnancies, based on information
and knowledge on all options. Difficulties in getting advice and
information have resulted in women deciding to have an abortion
under pressure, often at later stages of the pregnancy, travelling in
secrecy under severe time constraints, too frightened to avail of

ant
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Evarvone in this counky /s aggﬁm
successtully ead SEane

fter care services. This undermines the basis and intent ofit
after care ¢

selling 0OC
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5 e been VlO]’thd since 1983

However, as lﬂLl(l as women av: 2 i \

could never have imagined tha? this amendment would be iy
injunct a 14-year-old rape suwnyor, to prever.\t her from travellin

to Britain for an abortion. During the pro-life amendment e
paign Irish people were guarz.ant-eed' thz?t t}']e' effect of that amend.
ment was not to target or to c_rm‘fmallse individual women. Yet, ope
young girl was indeed crim{nallsed and left to t?ear the burden of
Trish laws. While the injunction was eventually lifted, fo!lowmg o
appeal to the 26-County Supreme Cpgrt, the wordmg of the
Supreme court judgment was sO specific that the possibility of

future injunctions still exists. N

While Sinn Féin welcomes the decision of the court to allow thjs
young girl to travel to Britain.for an abortion, we recognise that this
young girl did not travel in isolation. The Asac.i reality is that thoy-
sands of Irish women are forced to travel in ignorance with infor-
mation on that option prohibited. We believe that this ongoing
situation must end. The 1983 amendment still exists and is still
open to interpretation. The judgment taken by the Supreme Court
was not taken in isolation. Thousands of women marching on the
streets and the public outrage that this case caused, undoubtedly
was a factor in the judgment. As long as the eighth amendment

ess.
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ists situations like this one could happen again to

rish womcn.should not be forced into 4 positio another wom-
T faced with an unwanted pregnancy. Sition of fear when
<e outcome of the recent controversy in the 26

the cas€ pf the 14-year-old girl hﬂﬁ re-opened the whole del
3 pro—hfc emcnd.mont and how it has been used against :t(‘ on
b ]relal‘d: Pollowm_g the outrage at the treatment of ”-“Q omen
girl, 2 national conference of concerned individuals was IY(I“l”?g
publin, and fnj.m that the 1_{6}“‘“] the Bight Amendment ‘(:111‘\(\,? : 1”
was founded. Smcc‘thcn .lhl.\‘ ;;rolup has organised in differ;‘nt' "-‘i,lT
throughout A ounties and is at the forefront of the ar- 'un‘:'mlf
for jmmediate constitutional change. In line with an (‘m,:\r ,(“‘”‘S
motion passed at the last ard fheis, Sinn Féin has affiliated ;t:vl:;\y'
R(‘P"al The Eight /\.‘1“\“({]“04‘“.( ampaign and republican activiq:
who wish to campaign on this issue should get involved with local
sroups in their areas. !
The upcoming Maastricht referendum w

Counties g that

4 ill be the first step i
the overall debate on the eighth amendment. As the Ma;sterF;c;::

Treaty currently contains a protocol agreement between Ireland
and other European countries, which basically copperfastens the
eighth amendment, passing it will ensure that Irish women will
have no recourse to Europe when their basic rights to travel and
information are curtailed. The protocol agreement has to go. Nei-
ther a declaration from Europe, or the proposed wording.for A
future referendum on abortion information and travel is sufficient
to allay Irish women's fears about the consequences of the proto-
col. The 26-County government is asking Irish women to trust
them on this issue, how can we trust them if they have done noth-
ing but be consistent about their attacks on women in this country.
Sinn Féin calls on the 26-County government to process the
repeal of the eighth amendment to the 1937 Constitution. We
believe that it was the voice of Irish women that caused the dra-
matic turn around in the Dublin courts. Sinn Féin would encourage
all women to continue to pressurise the Dublin government for
pro-women changes and a pro-women constitution. Never again
can we allow women to be made second class citizens, criminalised
and threatened when they face unplanned or crisis pregnancies.

MY BOYFRIEND JUST &
RAN OFF WITH MY BEST
FRIEND... GOD,TM GOING TO

The development in Ireland of what is known as the women’s
movement has synchronised with the appearance of women upon the
industrial field and that the acuteness and fierceness of the women’s
war has kept even pace with the spread amongst educated women ofa
knowledge of the sordid and cruel nature of the lot of their suffering
sisters of the wage earning class. — James Connolly

We cannot allow the same situation to evolve as in the past where
women played a comparatively strong role in the Rising and Civil
War but afterwards disappeared into oblivion, gaining little or noth-
ing in the rights of women. We have only ourselves to blame if such
recurs. It is our country, and as women nationalists active in the
struggle we must not halt at the halfway mark but follow it through
until we have asserted all our aims. — PRO, protesting POWs,
Armagh Jail, International Women’s Day, 1982

I've received military training and fought in battles. Men are my
comrades, but deep down they don’t believe I'm really their equal. —
Abir who joined Al Fatah in 1978

All the militants agree that women should be liberated, but if one
asks a militant why his wife is at home, his wife is his wife after all.
Women have begun to struggle against this mentality, but how long
will it take to change it? Without this struggle Palestinian women
could end up in the same condition as Algerians: Algerian women
are still kept in their homes just like my mother, like my grandmoth-
er. — Algerian woman active in the Palestinian resistance
since 1967

For the revolution to triumph in its totality there must be eman-
cipation of wonten. Wonien will never be emancipated without a vic-
torious working-class-led revolution. — Samora Machel

‘The ideal husband can support the ideal family’ is the way the
bourgeoisie look at it. But how do workers look upon a ‘conscious’
member of their class who shuts the eyes of his wife or girl friend to
the social struggle? For the sake of individual happiness, for the sake
of the family, the morality of the working class will demand that
women take part in the life that is unfolding beyond the doorsteps.
The ‘captivity’ of women in the home, the way family interests are
placed before all else, the widespread exercise of absolute property
rights by the husband over the wife — all these things are being bro-
ken down by the basic principle of comradeship. This principle of
comradeship is basic to the ideology of the working class. It colours
and determines the whole developing proletarian morality, a morality
which helps to re-educate the personality of man, allowing him to be
capable of positive feeling, capable of freedom instead of being bound
by a sense of property, capable of comradeship rather than inequality
and submission. — Alexandra Kollantai
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Dani Visits Belfast...

1992 International Women's Day delegation to Belfast

Some personal impressions...

I'joined the delegation this year, having intended to go for the
last three years and never quite making it. As the date
approached, I grew more and more apprehensive as the tempera-
ture of the armed struggle seemed to be increasing. Knowing I
would soon be there made the news stories about killings in
Belfast more real — which shows how unreal the war in Ireland
has become for most people living in England, even those of us
who consider ourselves to be politically aware.

Reassured by the two pre-delegation meetings, we set off in
the afternoon of 5th March and ended up, after a long and weari-
some journey, at Paul’s flat in West Belfast. Unfortunately, Paul
was out, so we piled back into the taxi and went to look for him at
the local pub! When we had eventually settled in, we were very
well looked after there, with generous curries, warm beds and
plenty of interesting information and discussion. Indeed, the
whole delegation was very hospitably treated by the Sinn Féin
Women's Department, who organised the weekend, and the vari-
ous groups we met during our visit.

The three days we spent in Belfast were so packed that when I
got back I felt as though I'd been away at least a week. The best I

can do here is to pick out some of the issues we all felt were the
most striking.

Living in a War Zone...

Although everyone around us was quite used to it, I could
never get over the shock of seeing army patrols on the streets.
Walking past the road-blocks, and seeing the young soldiers
pointing guns at passing cars and pedestrians, I could not begin
to imagine what they thought they were doing there.

I had read articles about house raids and the use of plastic bul-
lets; the house we stayed in had iron bars on the inside of the
front door; we saw how obviously present the army is, and how
impossible it must be for the loyalist murder gangs to get into
nationalist areas without the knowledge of the army and the
RUC; we heard about the effect of being under constant surveil-
lance from cameras and patrols.

Women Resist...

In the face of all this repression, I was constantly impressed by
the strength and courage of the women (and men) we met. At a
workshop, I took part in discussions about women’s health, and
heard about the devastating cuts hitting Belfast hospitals. Services
to women being hit especially hard are ones regarding access to
information about contraception, abortion and sex in general,
thus life is becoming increasingly difficult for young Irish wom-
en.

We heard about a new group The Campaign for Informa-
tion and Choice which has been set up to support the plan to
open a Brook Information Clinic in Belfast. There is strong
opposition, however, from all the churches and most of the
political parties. Women in NUPE are resisting the health cuts
and organising their own discussion groups about women's
health issues.

18

Stop strip-searching...

One of the shocking things we heard about durin; the delega-
tion’s trip was the forced strip-searching of 21 repui?llcan women
prisoners. The Sinn Féin women we met wer.e.qmt.e convinced
that this kind of violation is a method of political mhm.idation
and repression, designed to break the spirit of women prisoners,
and sanctioned by the British government through the Northern
Ireland Office. >

All the women were strip-searched on the first day of Interna-
tional Women'’s week, by the order of the governor of the jail, Bri-
an Gibson.

The strength and resilience of the women prisoners is incredi-
ble. We met many people who had been in prison themselves or
who had loved ones in prison. Women are separated from their
children for years, even for trivial offences such as shoplifting.

Women prisoners of war in Maghaberry and other prisons
enjoy none of the rights and political status won by their male
comrades during the hunger-strike campaign. Only women suffer
strip-searching on a regular basis. We all returned to Brighton
determined to raise awareness here about the conditions for
women in prison in the North of Ireland and the atrocity of strip
searching.




e Garoa Special Branch — highly trained in terror

'
8,
and intimidation

In the South of Ireland repres-
sion is insidiously effective in its
harassment of republicanism.

This harassment is consciously and
cynically used by the gardai for informa-
tfon gathering and frightening people out
of the politics that threatens their system’s
status quo. One woman held recently for
24 hours on suspicion of being a member
of the IRA, was told while in custody and
under heavy interrogation by the Garda
Special Branch that they did not believe
that she was a member of the IRA at all
and that they were holding her only to get
her to leave Sinn Féin of which she was a
member. Sinn Féin is a registered, legal
and openly recognised political party.
These tactics expose as false the notion
that the 26-County state is an open democ-
racy.

One Dublin woman was in Sinn Féin for
a very short time when she was arrested:

" One evening after attending a local
Sinn Féin meeting, [ was standing at a bus
stop when a car pulled up beside me.
Instinct told me that it was the special
branch. My heart pounded. They asked me
my name and address and where I was
going to. I told them that I was going home.

“They arrested me and took me to the
station....I was pretty scared. The stories
which I'd heard from other people about
their arrests now plagued my mind.

“I'made a phone call which I was hesi-
tant to do in case that person was harassed
also. They then locked me in a cell.
~ "Shortly afterward they took me to an
nterview room. The arresting officer came
Inand started to question me. He wanted
to know who was at the meeting. I said
lhat I was not going to answer any (ues-
tions until I had seen my solicitor, The
Garda told me that the meeting which 1
had attended was an IRA meeting.

“He and three other special branch
Men were questioning me. They were
ShOUting and staring at me. I was sure that
they were going to hit me. They wanted

‘Harassment in q olce State

me’tlo make a statement, I refused.

I was taken back to the cell after one
and a half hours. I needed to go to the toi-
lgt - there was one in the cell but it was
filthy and disgusting - when I asked to be
takin to a clean toilet they refused.

At about 9am the next morning [ was
taken to another interview room. This was
much smaller than the first one. A solicitor
came in and told me that everything was
OK, I didn’t believe him. Later a friend
visited me, this left me feeling a little more
confident.

“Whilst in custody, my house was
searched and they removed some personal
keepsakes. They read my diary in front of
me, all I could think was how low they go
to intimidate people. They copied all the
phone numbers and addresses from my
address book. Then they photographed
and fingerprinted me.

““They repeated several times that I
was to be charged with IRA membership.
I didn't really believe them but I was still
scared., how many times have republicans
been framed? It is so hard to keep calm
when they are making such serious allega-
tions about you and your friends

They suggested that I should get as far
away as I could from Ireland and that if T
ever needed any help I could go to them
— I couldn’t help laughing.

“They made a final attempt to try to
get me to leave Sinn Féin before releasing
me 22 hours after my arrest.

“When I got home my house looked
like a tip — everything was lying on the
floor and the furniture had been moved.”

Harassment is frightening and distress-
ing for anybody. The state seems to be
empnwercd to take you away for 24 to 48
hours and say anything to you and accuse
you of whatever they like. It is especially
distressing for women. Severa_l men ques-
tioning her at once and shouting at her is
intimidating. Many women have experi-
enced a scenario wh.ere they are in cus-
tody with five men in the room talking

about sex and making sexual taunts. One
woman was in custody when a Garda
spoke about what he would do to her if he
was left alone with her, as a joke with his
Special Branch friends. Soon after another
Garda said that anything could happen to
her in the cell and no one would hear her
if she screamed. They are not legislatively
empowered to do this and can be legally
challenged. But it is very frightening when
a woman is alone and scared and facing
many more hours in custody, it is deliber-
ate terror tactics using the fact that men
are physically stronger than women and
use sex as a form of violence as a taunt.

It must be borne in mind that the vast
majority of arrests never lead to any
charges being pressed, it is an exercise in
scaring people, especially women, out of
politics through their bully tactics. Some-
times it works, a lot of the time it does not.
It is sometimes said that republicans are
well used to repression and that it is
something which we just have to put up
with. This is not the case. Although the
state wants to see republicanism die a
death there are laws on police procedure
that the gardai should follow. These rules
are often broken and only if we know the
rules can we challenge them. We should
all know our rights so that when threats
are made to our right to silence we are not
intimidated. When they quote laws that
we should have heard of them and be in a
position to challenge them.

These people are trained for a long
time in terror and intimidation tactics so
we should not expect ourselves to be clev-
erer or well able for them but we can pro-
tect ourselves if we know the law and our
rights. Remember most of all that you
have the right to your politics and they are
wrong to try to deny you this right. We
believe in real democracy with real free-
dom, not a carefully monitored and con-
trolled police state. We challenge the state
through our politics and we must chal-
lenge their forces when they try to deny
these politics to us.
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VIOLENCE
AGAINST
WOMEN

Violence against women has been
increasingly put under the spot-
light over this past 15 years or so,
as various women's groups and
reformers have highlighted and
challenged the issue and the dif-
ferent attitudes to it.

Women do not have a problem with
defining violence but the problem is having
women's definitions accepted in wider soci-
ety and especially by the institutions and
agencies of the state, such as the police and
courts.

Presently many crimes of violence
against women are not taken seriously. For
example, if a woman and man are involved
in a relationship and the man assaults the
woman this is general regarded by society
as a ‘domestic’ dispute and people are
reluctant to become involved. Thus what is
defined legally as a criminal assault is treat-
ed as a ‘lovers tiff’ when it is violence
against a woman perpetrated by a man she
knows. The definition should not change,
as it does in this example, simply because
of the context, ie an assault within an estab-
lished relationship between the aggressor
and the victim.

Other problems with defining violence
arise in the case of pornography. Some

argue that it is harmless and irrelevant to
violence, that its availability channels sexu-
al drives in a harmless direction and that
without pornography more sexual energy
would be directed violently towards wom-
en. However, if this was correct the logical
conclusion would be that the more widely
available pornography was the less sexual
crime there would be, but this is not the
case. Pornography helps to reinforce the
subordination of women by reducing them
to the level of objects solely (as male prop-
erty) for male pleasure.

To get to the root of the problem we
need to look at explanations of violence
that focus on the power relations between
men and women within society. Susan Grif-
fen argues that the use of the word rape
(which already had connotations of domi-
nation and subordination) to describe vio-
lence made people aware that rape is a
social act expressing male power and not
some expression of sexual frustration.

Responses to violence against women
have been poor. State agencies have been
reluctant to become involved in cases
termed domestic disputes but there has also
traditionally been reluctance to take allega-
tions of rape seriously in any circum-
stances. Women often report that police
have treated them with disbelief and even

HONesT., T
WAS GOING Tp

COME BAcK
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open hostility when they haye Tepory
being raped. In one survey of g5 Womed
61% of them contacted the police aboyt en
lence and only 36% found this contact l:’10-
ful. Other state agencies such ag Housi?
Departments and Social Services fail ¢
inspire much confidence in womep, ang
faced with unhelpful state agencies, Women
must turn to voluntary agencies for assis-
tance.

In the 1960s Women’s Aid was formeq
in response to women’s need for Protection
from male violence. By 1981 approximately
2,600 women and children were resident in
Women’s Aid refuges at any one time, Ry
Crisis Centres and Incest Lines respond tq
the needs of women and other womep,
powered groups work in areas such as the
legal arena to assist victims of male vio-
lence. These female responses to violence
are largely voluntary and often don't fully
meet the demands from battered women,
due to lack of funds.

The number of women who use Wom-
en’s Aid refuges is only one way of estimat-
ing the extent of violence and this only
reflects part of the number of women affect-
ed. Why then isn’t violence against women
taken seriously? Part of the reason is
because much of the violence against wom-
en is classified as domestic and legitimate.
The dominant ideology about a women’s
place and men’s right to expect certain ser-
vices from their partners reinforces the idea
that the home is not to be interfered with.
This notion lends support to the idea that
men have the right to discipline their part-
ners and to keep them in their place (pow-
erless and passive).

While few would be likely to endorse
such a view explicitly, society’s tolerance of
violence against women is implicit in its
complacency about the problem.

A change in any ideology only comes
about if challenged by those oppressed by
such an ideology. Feminism has been chal-
lenging the ideology which tolerates violent
action against women. It has sought to
empower women in order to be able to
break out of violent and destructive rela-
tionships while at the same time it has
applied pressure to the state to reform the
agencies which currently fail women who
are victims of violent attack either inside or
outside the home.

Republican women have a part to play
in this process. We must challenge those
who would marginalise or silence women
for opposing the harmful sexist ideologies
that ensure that women'’s oppression is
reproduced in every generation.

If we allow ourselves to believe that we
must wait until ‘the time is right” to discuss
certain issues then the time will never be
right. Republican women need to work at
removing sexism within our own move-
ment before we can expect other women to
take us seriously. We must not shy away
from the challenge otherwise we cannot
truthfully claim that we are working in the
best interests of women.
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All quizzes compiled by
the Women POWSs, Maghaberry
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1. (a) What Bill : ' o

with? lly Joel song did Barry White have a chart

gb) Billy Joel wrote this song as a tribute to which group?
(@) Bye, Bye, Baby was a number one hit in 1975, for which

group?

(b) Who wrote this song?

3. Vho sang Come up and see me make me smile?

4. Chris Farlow had a hit with Out of time but who originally
had a hit with this song and wrote it?

5. Kylie Minogue had recent chart success with Give me just a
little more time, who originally had a hit with this song?

6. ‘Green' is the lead singer with which band?

7. Alana Myles had Black Velvet in the 1990 charts, she wrote
this song in tribute to who?

8. Prince had Kiss in the 1986 charts — who else had chart
success with this song?

9. Who wrote New England for Kirsty McColl?

10. Change is gonna come was one of the first protest songs
written and performed by Sam Cooke — his daughter is part
of a successful singing duo — name her.

11. Who wrote Manic Monday for The Bangles?

12. I need you and Horse with no name were songs written and
performed by which group?

13. Talking of horses, who had the hit with They shoot horses
don’t they?

14. Which group helped to write and produce Barbara
Streisand’s Guilty album? )
15. Name two famous soul singers who had parts in the film
The Blues Brothers?
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