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EDITORIAL

THIS OCTOBER marked the 16th anniversary of the death of Maire Drumm, Vice
President of Sinn Féin. Mdire was assassinated by a pro-British death squad as she
lay in her hospital bed. Maire had devoted her life to the republican struggle.

Never in Ireland’s history have women played a more vital role in challenging
British rule then they have in the last 23 years. Their courage and determination to
bring the final phase of the struggle to a peaceful conclusion is a fitting legacy to
those countless numbers of Irish women down through history who fought, sacri-
ficed and paid the ultimate price in opposing the British occupation of our country.

This October we lost a friend and comrade when Sheena Campbell was assassi-
nated by a pro-British death squad. Sheena dedicated her whole life to this struggle
and she now joins her comrade Mdire Drumm, and the countless numbers of Irish
men and women who have paid the ultimate price for freedom.

This edition of ‘Women in Struggle’ is dedicated to the women active in our strug-
gle. It is dedicated to the memory of all the women who have given their lives to
bring peace to our country.

On January 1973 several hundred women marched in Belfast in protest against
internment and were addressed by Maire Drumm.

She said:

“For every woman they try to intern, I am confident that another 50 women will
step forward to take their place in the struggle for justice. The British can’t put the
women down and they will never put the women down.”

The British government should pay attention to the words of Mdire Drumm,

® MAIRE DRUMM O®SHEENA CAMPBELL
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Sheena Campb

17 NOVEMBER 196

THE KILLING of Sheena Campbell
shocked all of us who knew her. To her
son Caolén, her mother and father, her
brothers and sisters and her partner
Brendan, on behalf of Sinn Féin we
offer our sincere condolences.

When I heard of Sheena’s death, I was
devastated. In my mind all I could see was
Sheena’s smiling, laughing face, her hair
perfect and her make-up immaculate as
ever. I didn’t want to believe she was dead:

When Sheena spoke about going to uni-
versity to study law — not for her own gain
but for the benefit of the organisation and
the community — we talked about her own
personal security and the risks that might
be involved. But Sheena was determined to
continue her studies.

Sheena was a remarkable strong, capa-
ble person who played many different roles
within Sinn Féin. She served as Women's
Officer for the Six Counties, as a member of
the Ard Chombhairle (National Executive)
and as Chairperson of the local organisa-
tion in Lurgan. She travelled to England,
the United States, and as far away as Korea
to promote the republican cause and bring
the truth about the situation in Ireland to
many peoples. She dedicated her life to the
struggle for freedom and democracy in Ire-
land. She carried a heavy workload in addi-
tion to raising her son Caolan. As a woman,
a parent and a republican activist,  appreci-
ated the energy and organisation this
demanded of her, and [ admired her
tremendously as a person.

Sheena was an articulate and astute wom-
an. | used to enjoy watching her deal with
people who tried to pull the wool over her
eyes. Sheena took no nonsense, and if there
was a job to be done, it had to be done proper-
ly — that was the only way Sheena knew.

Yet she wasn’t an aggressive person. If
you would ask her to do something, she
would say “why me?”” and laugh, or say
“don’t be asking me to chair that meeting”’!
But like everything else asked of her, she
did it, be it sorting out the organisational
problems of an area, helping win a by-elec-
tion, or travelling halfway across the world
for the republican cause.

She was one of a small group of people
who were given the task of going into areas
experiencing problems, to support the local
organisation in resolving their difficulties.
More recently we worked on the by-elec-
tions in North Belfast, Torrent in Tyrone,
and South Derry. Sheena helped pioneer
““the Torrent strategy’”” which proved so
successful, helping elect-Joe Austin, Patsy
Groogan and Francie Molloy as councillors.
Sheena went in and managed the cam-
paigns, and did it with great energy.
Sheena and | had many late night phone
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® Sheena Campbell — she dedicated her life to the struggle for freedom and democracy

in Ireland

calls discussing the various crises that
inevitably arose in election work!

Sheena inspired the people she worked
with. Everywhere she went, to do whatever
job she had been given, she became part of
a team. She was always available with sup-
port and advice, not only for work prob-
lems but personal matters as well.

The large turnout at her funeral shows
how well loved and respected Sheena
Campbell was by all of those who ever
came 1n contact with her. We will all miss
her, and humanity is diminished now that
her smile and quiet confidence is gone.

. When I heard of her death on the mid-
rvlvlngt news while travelling home, I was
Soa::‘entlixmb. But a poem [ had been given
eoe Am: 480 came into my head. It was
- sedle n.ltrong Wmn. That’s what Sheena
il r:;:nd [ picked out the relevant
i d at h'er funeral, because they
5 rything that had to be said:

strong woman is a woman dete.mu'ned

to do something others are determined not
to be done.

A strong woman is a woman who loves
strongl ]

and wee%asy strongly and is strongly terrified
and has strong needs. :

A strong woman is strong in words, It
action,

in connection with feeling; s
as a stone

but as a wolf suckling her young:

Strength is not in her, but she enact
the wind fills a sail. )

What comforts her is others lovit

ually

forige sn:ength and for the weakneﬁ:c

from which it issues lightning fro™ 2

Lightning stirs, in rain, clouds dispe™",

Only water of connection remaiss;
from us. o

Strong is what we make each”Ot

Until we are strong together-
(poem by Marge Piercy)

he is not stro

s it 38
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Voiceless

A Voice
for the

A NEW WOMEN’'S DRAMA GROUP
made its appearance on International
Women's Day this year. Calling them-
selves Guth na mBan (The Women'’s
Voice), seven Derry women performed
four sketches they had created them-
selves on the stage of the Britannia
Hall, venue for the social keld to cele-
brate International Women'’s Day in
the city. The reaction was strong and
almost entirely positive. Many women
identified strongly with the experi-
ences they dramatised, and since then
other women’s groups have contacted
them to get the drama performed in
their area.

1 asked Julie, one of the women in the
group, how Guth na mBan came together
and how they happened to do these four
skits for International Women’s Day.

“We have had a variety of things going
on in Derry each year for International
Women’s Day — workshops for delega-
tions which have visited us, marches,
socials, a mural and a conference last year.
As women we feel solidarity with women
all over the world in oppression and wel-
come International Women’s Day as an
opportunity to share this. But in addition to
the universal oppression we share as wom-
en in a male-dominated society, our situa-
tion in the Six Counties means we have to
deal with additional oppression, We want-
ed to express and communicate the specific
military oppression of living in an occupied
country, and the political oppression of liv-
ing in a setting where your national identi-
ty is not recognised as legitimate.

“None of us were into speeches and lec-
tures. We didn’t feel they could communi-
cate this as well as drama. Not to say that
any of us had any stage experience to boast
of! Most of us are mothers of young chil-
dren, a fair few of us single parents, so
“leisure” isn’t really a problem we often
have to deal with! But some of us were
active with Doire Eile (Another

Derry/Alternative Derry) during the
hunger strike, and I guess we were game
for anything!”

“Doire Eile was a pub drama group we
pulled together — it was a mixed group —
during the lead-up to the hunger strike of
1980-"81. The situation was dire, it was dif-
ficult to get publicity, and we decided to go
to the people, so we put on dramas and
skits in pubs, lasting five minutes or so, and
went from pub to pub with them. People
found it a powerful experience.

“Anyway, Guth na mBan met in one of
our houses, so childcare was easier. We
decided our theme would be “Violence
Against Women’ and began looking where
we saw violence in our lives. We settled on
four areas: Violence in the home; Violence
on the streets; The violence of Strip-Search-
ing and the experience of Castlereagh inter-
rogation. We felt we had to give voice to
what was generally unvoiced in our soci-
ety. It's as if society thinks, ‘Well, you're
republicans, you're supposed to suffer this
violence and oppression at the hands of the
state, so when it happens, keep your mouth
shut and don’t complain.’For example, the
attitude from a lot of people towards strip-
searching is ‘Well, what do you expect?” We
know full well that it is a reality, we don’t
accept it. It's not right and we don't intend
to stay silent about it.

“We were working on our sketch on
strip-searching well before the mass strip
searching of women prisoners in early
March. We just think it is a really important
issue: women are being degraded in
Maghaberry just because of their sex, and
through sexual assault.

““One sketch was ‘Violence in the
Home’. We felt this was really important.
Even if a woman is politicised, or living in a
supposedly politicised community she still
must deal with the authority of men and
violence and abuse from men in her life and
in the home. We need to get this out in the
open so women don't feel ashamed of it or
blame themselves, but seek strength that
comes from sharing with each other.

“In one sketch, we portray the aftermath
of a rape, what the woman is going through
in terms of feelings of guilt and shame,
wondering if it was her ‘fault’, the helpless-
ness she feels and working out how she
will deal with the situation and her life
afterwards.

"”Our method was that after we dis-
cussed the sketches, one woman or another
would take responsibility for writing it and
bringing it back to the group.

“Mostly this worked well. It was a very
intense experience for each woman. But
with the Castlereagh interrogation scene,
we found this was impossible. But all of the
women in the group had been arrested and
taken to Castlereagh for interrogation, so
on the night we improvised the entire
thing. We all knew the routine so well, it
just flowed out of us. Funny enough, this
didn’t harm the scene at all. People found
this an extremely powerful sketch.

“We had two rehearsals before the night
of the International Women’s Day social,
and then we did the lot on stage! In fact on
the night, we threw a ten-year-old girl into
the sketch on violence in the home. Her line
was asking ‘Mammy, Mammy, are you all
right?” Twice! She was brilliant!

“Basically, I suppose we had a real
need to say something to other women
on International Women’s Day, to femi-
nists and women in general. We have this
sense of sisterhood and shared oppres-
sion for the injustices of life in a male-
dominated society, but the added burden
of oppression, of life under military rule
and occupation, needs to be known and
acknowledged too.

“Everyone had a strong reaction to the
sketches. Most people felt very positive, really
encouraging us. Some women actually wept.
Some women felt it was ‘too one-sided’ and
others felt it was ‘anti-British’. They felt a bit
attacked because they were from the unionist
or Protestant community. However, we make
no apologies for the play not that we were
asked for any! We got a lot of support for it.
Our attitude is all women were asked for con-
tributions, and that it would be great if next
year some of the women who felt excluded or
attacked might create some drama them-
selves, and share it with everyone at the next
women’s social.

[ asked Julie how they came up with the
name. “We felt so much that we were creat-
ing a voice for women who hadn’t one
before, ccrtainly not in the mass media. We
chose an Irish name because that’s part of
the message too — you have to learn the
language we speak and the culture we live
in, not just assume anything. Guth na
mBan, Women's Voice, seemed to fit.”

Although Guth na mBan came together
specifically to contribute to International
Women's Day in Derry this year, the group
has met several times since and hope to cre-
ate some more drama. If anyone wants to
get in touch with Guth na mBan, they can
contact them at 1 West End Park, Derry, or
telephone Derry (0504) 370234.

— Martha McClelland.
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KNOW
YOUR
RIGHTS

B INTRODUCTION

In recent months there has been a mas-
sive increase in the number of women in
the Six Counties who have been targeted
for harassment, intimidation, arrest and
interrogation by British state forces.

Many women are uncertain as to their
rights in these situations and as a result
many can feel intimidated and frightened
by the experiences they are subjected to.

This information bulletin is designed
particularly for women. If you are aware of
your rights you will be better equipped to
deal with situations you may be confronted
with.

If you are in any doubt say nothing, sign
nothing, contact your solicitor or Sinn Féin
centre immediately.

Emergency legislation changes all the
time so always check that the information
you have is up to date.

B STOP AND SEARCH

This is a situation which has given
British crown forces the opportunity to
harass, intimidate, assault and sexually
assgult women. Emergency legislation
gives the RUC/UDR and British army the
power to stop and question any person and
to stop vehicles and question their occu-
pants. They can only ask your name and
address and for a reasonable explanation of
where you are going to. You do not have to
answer any other questions especially your
date of birth, where you work etc,

If you are asked to remove shoes or arti-
cles of clothing, refuse. They are not
allowed to search your children or their
schoolbags etc.

Do not allow a male to search you,
always ask for a female RUC officer to carry
out the search. Male members of British
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crown forces are not allowed to search your
handbag. If they ask you to let them do this
refuse and ask for a woman to do it.

If stopped remain in a public place
where there may be witnesses.

You also have the right to demand to
know why you are being stopped and
searched.

If you are threatened, verbally abused or
assaulted in any way, contact a solicitor
immediately.

B ARREST, DETENTION AND
QUESTIONING

Emergency legislation allows British
crown forces to arrest any person in any
place or at anytime under suspicion. No
warrant is required for arrest by the British
army or the UDR under Section 14 of the
EPA*. If arrested a person can be detained
for four hours and then released or else
handed over to the RUC for rearrest. The
RUC can arrest under Section 14 of the EPA
which means a person can be detained for
48 hours and this can be extended for a fur-
ther five days,

If you are arrested the children have to
be left with someone you name over the

age of 18, you cannot be ¢
of 18, > taken anywhe
until this is done, JHaSre

B IF ARRESTED

1. Give your name and address and the

;\lgme of your solicitor and request to see
m;/her a5 500n as possible,
2:2; Request that someone be informed of
y \;r :;rrcst a5 500N as possible
i AD:l;l“::lll be'examined by a police doc-
r. 2et iny, d in ¢ i
il 8 olved in conversation
Many women are
ble and Intimidate
Emergency Powers Act

madg to feel vulnera-
d during interrogation

partxcula}:l.{dlf they are Menstryag,
young children at home, 574 pr.
have recently had a baby, YOU]'? n
tors know this and wi]] ¢, t()‘nterr()ga_
against you ir) ({rder to get you tu
statement incriminating yourself o, 8

Be aware at all times thay this Oth
they are trying to do. Many s
position have been sexually assay] N this
borne the brunt of a barrage 4 ted or
abuse. At no stage are they allowag t‘/erbal
out a strip search, the op| e
under which they may take
if they are taking them fo
dence. Then you will be giv
to put on.

[f you are abused in an Way dyr
. T Urip
interrogation, tell the person taking .0
back to your cell that you wisp,
duty sergeant to make a compla
inform them that you wish to see
tor, ask that your family doctor pe
in to examine you.

If you are held for longer thap 4
your solicitor will be allowed in to
Your conversation with the solicito,
listened to — be careful what you say, ¢
you have been abused get your solicitor t
register a formal complaint with the RUC
on your behalf.

When you are being released you wil] b
informed of this fact and asked what trans.
port arrangements you want to make, As
that family or friends be informed of your
release and that they should come and col-
lect you. Never take a lift from someone
you do not know. You will be examined by
the police doctor before you are released.
You will be given your personal property
and asked to sign for it. Sign nothing, you
don’t have to. If the RUC have removed
any of your property (eg family allowance
or benefits books) demand that it be
returned immediately, they are not allowed
to keep any of your property, if they refu_se
contact your solicitor and do not sign tor
any other property. i

The RUC may try to bribe or blackmal
you to become an informer. With women
their favourite threats are that they will gt
their children taken into care or that they
know you are in debt or a single par.eman{i'
finding it difficult to cope financially: i
they have tried these arguments on you
assured you are not alone, they will hd‘:
tried it on every other woman they h“l‘“
arrested or have targeted for hafa""me‘s{;
However if you have succumbed (0 m;i%
threats or blackmail tell someone 1'IT“mr or
ately. Contact Sinn Féin, yOUf.S"hC“oon\.
clergy. Making the issue public is YO
safeguard.

BN 3
ers,
Women i Wh?t

y co"dit'ons
your clothes 3
r forensic P

€N 2 boiler Sujt

9 Sep the
int. Alsy
the d()c,
alloweg

8 hours
See yoy,
T will be

B HOUSE SEARCHES
Thousands of women N
through this experience but if y intin
unsure of your rights it can be a very
idating experience. jslatior
Several sections of emergency leg xplo
allow either a search for firearm> = oy
sives, ammunition and transm I,Et-erfresfisﬂ‘
“material” relating to “terrorist” I
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® If we are aware of our rights we are better equipped to deal with the terror tactics
employed by the British crown forces

tions. If it is for the former they are not
allowed to read or remove any documents
etc in your home.

M IF YOU ARE INFORMED THAT
YOUR FILE HAS BEEN PASSED ON
TO LOYALISTS

This is something which has happened
to thousands of people in the Six Counties
and is happening more and more to wom-
en.

If the RUC come to your house to
inform you that this has happened, take the
name and number of the officer who has
given you the information and the barracks
which they have come from. Contact your
solicitor immediately a) to try to find out
the circumstances of the leaked information
and b) you may be able to take a case
against the NIO. If this has happened you
may if you wish to leave your home be put

on the Al priority housing list. What has
happened in practice is that women have
been offered hostel accommodation. Before
making this decision contact your solicitor
or Sinn Féin advice centre. You may also be
entitled to a DHSS grant for adding security
to your house. For this you will have to
show that the RUC have come to inform
you of this,

B GENERAL POINTS

1. If you are being stopped, harassed
and abused on a regular basis keep a note
of the date, time, location and any other rel-
evant information. Inform your solicitor
immediately.

2. If you're being assaulted or harassed
by British crown forces tell someone, espe-
cially your solicitor. You may be able to
take a case against the RUC or the NIO for
assault, sexual assault etc.

Why must children suffer

the pain that they go
through?

To live without parents

it is a lot for them to do.

When they make that
journey

to a prison very week,

there is happiness in their
eyes.

But when they hear that time
is up

there are teardrops in their
eyes.

So when they ask when are
you coming home

[ cry and cry again,

but it’s hard to say what I
said before

because the children are left
waiting at the door.

— Frances Symington,

Maghaberry Jail.

These dreams

make me scream with pain
make me cry for help

no one can help me.

Please leave me alone!

I don’t deserve this

leave my clothes on

You have no right to do this

It's only a dream

only a dream, you're OK!
I'wish I was, please
comfort me.

These dreams are so real
my clothes pulled off
and searched, me

left crying in pain.

[ wish it was, only

a dream — [ could handle
them.

I wish [ was OK, but I'm not

you see, the thing is

it’s all so very real.

— Paula Burns,

Maghaberry Jail.
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Interrogation

The process of arrest, detention and
interrogation is carefully designed and
structured in such a way as to have the
maximum effect on the arrested per-
son.

Arrest has a greater impact if the wom-
an is taken from the security of her own
home. This gives rise to the feeling of help-
lessness and frustration, especially when
children are present and witness the whole
scene.

Once detained a woman is often
stripped of her personal effects. Sometimes
familiar clothing is replaced with shapeless,
comfortless, ill-fitting overalls. All jew-
ellery, money etc is confiscated and the
woman is placed in a dull windowless cell
with an artificial light which remains
switched on day and night. This procedure
is geared towards demoralising the person,
leaving her feeling disorientated, powerless
and depersonalised.

After these initial procedures are complet-
ed the interrogations begin. These can last for
hours without a break, beginning in early
morning and continuing until after midnight
over 2 maximum seven day period. Women
are interrogated by a mixture of female and
male detectives who are highly trained in psy-
chological torture. From the beginning to the
end of the interrogations women are bom-
barded with questions, insults and abuse —
the objective being to make them implicate
themselves in activities which will result in
charges being brought and the woman’s
imprisonment.

Techniques include verbal abuse in the
form of insults about the woman’s appear-
ance, hairstyle, weight and so on. She will
be called a variety of names such as “whore’
and ’slut’ and will be threatened with being
raped in the interrogation room or cell.
These tactics are designed to leave the
woman feeling exposed, helpless and too
frightened to sleep, shower or undress.
Female detectives are just as abusive as
males, tzking part in physical violence and
leaving the woman alone when sexual
attacks are being threatened. Such sexual
abuse ranges from obscenities being shout-
ed or whispered into the woman’s ear,
attempts to kiss her, rub her thighs, touch
her breasts or rub up against her. Physical
violence can take many forms including
slaps to the back of the head and face, kicks
to the legs, twisting ears, pulling hair and
spitting into the woman’s face. She may be
ordered to stand, sometimes spread eagled,
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for lengthy periods of time, or to sit on the

floor when the chair s foreibly removed
from beneath her,

'}he presence of a camera in the interro-
gation room serves no Protective purpose
for the woman and i anything it reinforces
the fact that her interrogators are free to d
what they wish with official sanction, .
s,’ Al woman \{V‘lt'h children, Particularly a

ngle mother, is in an extremely vulnerab]
Eosmop, as interrogators use threats abouet
wer chlldrgn to gain a ‘confession’. This
oman will be to]q that socia] workers

® British crown forces use women's sexuality as a weapon against them

n and she
will never see them again unless she agre®
to ‘cooperate’.

The whole interrogation pr
regard to women is orientated
bal obscenities, physical and
assaults, threats against children tion

have taken custody of her childre

around ¥
sexudl
d the
denial of personal hygiene and 53““:“,
facilities. In other words, interro8 as
attempt to use a woman's sexuality
Weapon against her.

— Mary McArdle & Ailish Carroll
Maghaberry Jail.
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MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER saw hun-
dreds of people attend the funeral of
Annie Adams. Annie who died sud-
denly of 2 stroke on the previous Fri-
day, had lived all her life as a
committed republican.

From the Falls Road area, Annie was
born into the Hannaway family on 29
November 1924. Annie’s father, Willie was
a trade unionist and worked alongside
James Connolly in his campaigning for the
mill workers.

By the age of 14, Annie was working in
the mills herself where she was employed
as a doffer.

When Annie was aged 17, Tom
Williams was hanged in Crumlin Road
Jail. Annie was present among the mill-
workers as they stopped work in order to
pray for Tom. This was her first taste of
confrontation with the unionist state —
the first of many.

On 11 July 1948 Annie married Gerry

Adams. Gerry had recently been released
from prison after being shot and cap-
tured by the RUC on the day after Tom
Williams was hanged. This marriage
united two republican families. Annie
and Gerry set up home in Ballymurphy
in 1953 and brought up a family of ten
children.

When the civil rights marchers were
batoned off the streets in 1968 and the
British army were redeployed by the union-
ist government in 1969 Annie once again
found herself confronting British rule in Ire-
land. Together with the women in Bally-
murphy Annie provided comfort and
shelter to the many nationalist people who
found themselves burned out of their
homes in the loyalist pogroms of August
1969.

By 1970 the Ballymurphy area was at the
heart of the resistance to the Brits and
Annie played her part — her door was
always open to the many republicans who
passed through her home, This resulted in

the Brits constantly raiding and ransacking
it and no more so than on internment
morning in 1971 when after arresting her
husband Gerry and one of her sons, the
Brits proceeded to drive a saracen
armoured car through the gable wall, ren-
dering the house uninhabitable.

As the conflict intensified in the '70s
Annie could be seen at the many anti-
internment marches — from Belfast to
Dublin to London Annie was a familiar
sight. She was also a regular visitor to
Long Kesh, the Maidstone prison ship,
Magilligan and Armagh Jail. At one stage
she had three sons in Long Kesh at the
same time. Indeed the last 21 years were
a constant heartache for Annie as far as
jails were concerned with her husband,
five sons, son-in-law, brother, nephews
and nieces and now one of her grandsons
all experiencing terms of imprisonment.

Despite this, Annie never missed a
visit or letter and was always a great
source of encouragement to her sons and
daughters.

As the blanket protest and hunger strike
came and went Annie involved herself in
the Relatives' Action Committee and con-
tinued her support for republican prisoners
and the IRA through the ‘80s and up until
her untimely death. This support was
acknowledged by the many mass cards
from POWs and a wreath from the Belfast
Brigade IRA.

Annie sent hundreds of Christmas cards
to POWs everywhere and those who regu-
larly received them will go without, but the
love Annie held for them will always be
there.

Annie will be missed by the republican
family everywhere but nowhere will she be
more missed than within her own large
family circle.

To her husband Gerry, daughters Mar-
garet, Anne, Frances, Maura and Deirdre,
sons Gerry, Paddy, Liam, Sean and
Dominic we offer our sincere sympathy and
compassion.

Go ndéanfaidh Dia trocaire ar a anam.
— Irene Sherry
(Sinn Féin Women'’s Department).




Articles Two
and Three —
what they
mean to me

People with any sort of a nose for poli-
tics should be smelling a very large rat
at the current furore around Articles
Two and Three of the Irish Constitu-
tion.

Nationally-minded people have by and
large, cultivated a healthy scepticism about
anything said or done by Dev. This coupled
with the republican camp’s rejection of the
26-County Constitution from its inception
have, I believe, allowed us to kid ourselves
that it’s not really important to our situa-
tion today. We are without a doubt, as
Robert Ballagh puts it, “‘sleepwalking
towards disaster”.

If nothing else would convince me of the
crucial importance of these two articles, the
vehemence and persistence of the lobby for
their deletion, and the people involved in
this campaign, would be sufficient.

The fact that the Irish Constitution could
be such a thorn in the side of Messrs Pais-
ley, Molyneaux and Maginnis suggests that
nationalists need to look very carefully at
the issues involved before dismissing them
out of hand as unimportant.

Northern unijonists and the anti-nation-
alist elements in the 26 Counties can be
described as many things, but (with few
exceptions) they are not stupid.

Now the reasons put forward by these
factions for requiring changes in Articles
Two and Three are so obviously farcical
that it is difficult to take them seriously at
any level. Arguments like the [RA needing
Articles Two and Three to justify the war,
and that the Protestant community feel
threatened by the prospect of the 26-Coun-
ty army mobilising to reclaim the Fourth
Creen Field!

For Paisley and his cronies to come out
with this stuff, which they know to be pure
hogwash, is bad. But to have to listen to
people like John Bruton clucking sympa-
thetically and agreeing is beyond
endurance!

What these people are in fact doing is

blaming 70 years of violence, discrimina-
tion, sectarianism and oppression on Irish
democracy, rather than on British imperial-
ism.
I can handle that from unionists, but |
won't take it from people purporting to be
Irish!

Make no mistake, there are pressing rea-
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sons why the unionists north and south
want, indeed need, major changes.to the
Constitution. But they aren’t about to come
clean and tell us about them, and I hor'ICStl)’
believe that they think we won't figure
them out by ourselves. ;

The question raised by this debate are piv-
otal to the whole issue of partition and indeed
to the Irish nation’s very right to existence.
That's the real reason why Articles Two and
Three are ‘offensive’ to unionists.

The preamble to the Constitution speaks
of the struggle to regain the rightful inde-
pendence of the nation and looks forward
to the time when “the unity of our country
is restored”’.

Article One deals with the right of the
Irish nation to democratically choose its
own form of government, and Article Two
goes on to define the national territory as
including the whole island of Ireland.

These articles are therefore a clear and
unambiguous rejection by Irish democracy
of Britain’s right to govern any part of this
country. They stand in the eyes of Irish peo-
ple and of the international community, as
a necessary counter-claim to the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act whereby, it is claimed
“the supreme authority of the Parliament of
the United Kingdom shall remain unaffect-
ed and undiminished over all persons, mat-
ters a‘nd things” in the six north-eastern
counties,

Thgy clearly assert the claim as of right
t(L(l)laltL:onall self-@etermination for all Irish
people, whether in Derry or Dublin, Belfast
or Ballydehob.
L
MG seand entrench a unionist veto
in Irish constitutional law — some
they could pull it off!
WhFurthcrmorfz, if less importantly the

ole Anglo-Irish process becomes g |
sense, for what r. ecomes a non-

AR at right — if they acce
Britain's jurisdictio SiAesant
il nover the North — p
the 26-County governme Lok
affairs of a ‘fore; nment to meddle in the
reign country’?

Excuse me jf | sound like a DUP

rve to

coup if

spokesperson, but those are the facts|

Article Three is a bit of a mouthfy], py
basically what it says is that unti] such
times as we have reintegration of the
“national territory” and without concediy
the right to govern the whole nation we'll
just legislate for 26 Counties in the meap.
time.

There is not a whisper of any rallying to
the flag, nor sending wee Free State jeeps
up to chase the Brits home — simply the
assertion that things should not be the way
they are.

The interpretation of the Supreme Court
of this in the McGimpsey case was logical
and straightforward in that it imposes a
“’constitutional imperative” upon the 26-
County government to actively seek reuni-
fication.

This of course does not mean that they
have to use violence or that they should not
seek majority consent within the North. The
obligation is clearly and unambiguously
stated. It is about ends rather than means.

Northern nationalists have never beenin
any doubt as to their status on this island.
We know that we have as much right tocal
ourselves Irish as any. We know that weare
fully justified in seeking independence, It
developing our lives — political, economi
and cultural — in accordance with our OW!
genius and traditions.

We know that we have been trapped
behind an artificial border drawn around &
sectarian headcount, and we know whys
but we know that we are part of a po*°
and ancient nation and that fact sustai®® f"
through our current temporary difﬁmlnes.'

Articles Two and Three of the Irish COK:?
stitution belong to all of the [rish peORvé
but especially they belong to us. They S:VI‘
us not merely a passport but an ad‘“oo
edgement of the past, recognition 0 hey
present state and most importantl)’t
give a hope for the future. ¢ this

Paisley and his cronies know allo
— we have yet to learn it.

— Ann McCluskey
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Women detainees sexually
abused in Basque country

- torture centres

THE DEGREE OF SADISM in the tor-
ture of detainees takes on a special
meaning for women subjected to the
so-called ““anti-terrorist legislation” in
the Spanish state.

Arantza Zuleta, a Basque lawyer who
has documented a number of recent cases
in which women were detained and tor-
tured, warns of a “grave deterioration” in
the treatment meted out to women by the
state forces especially at the hands of the
Civil Guard. According to Zuleta “the hor-
rifying tortures, which 90% to 95% of Civil
Guard detainees suffer, are especially wor-
rying in the case of women”’.

The majority of women detainees suffer
a similar fate: “As well as the punches, elec-
trodes, suffocation and submersion in a tub
of water, women suffer every kind of sexu-
al humiliation from insults, gropes, threats
of rape, cigarette burns on the breast, to
attempts to penetrate them with objects
such as broomsticks etc.”’

B A TESTIMONY OF BRUTALITY

A number of recent statements by wom-
en charged with membership of ETA, some
of whom were subsequently imprisoned,
constitute definitive proof of the sexual
abuse of women.

The experience of Anatxo Morante, arrest-
ed by the Civil Guard in Bilbao last March,
indicates the degree of sexual abuse to which
women detainees are subjected. She alleged
that ““all the interrogation sessions were the
same” and that she suffered “every kind of
sexual abuse... | was forced to masturbate
myself and them”’ (the civil guards).

Anatxo Morante was detained alongside
her husband Ramon and was tortured
together with him on several occasions. She
pointed out that “the night before signing a
statement, and even though Ramon was
within hearing distance, they kept coming
into my cell, making me undress and lie
down on the floor where they forced my
legs apart. The man who was interrogating
me ran his hands over my body or rubbed
his testicles against me before letting me
dress and go back to bed. Every few min-
utes I was forced to go through the same
performance. 1 don’t know how long this
carried on for. Once I was made to lie down
and open my legs while he put his hand

® Sexual abuse is part of the normal
interrogation process in Euskadi

into my vagina... speaking all the time at
the top of his voice. I thought the night
would never end.”

The treatment meted out to Enkarni
Blanco, arrested last January in Santurzi, is
in every way as crude as the abuse to which
Anatxo Morante was subjected. It is worth
noting that Blanco was held in the Civil
Guard barracks in Madrid*.

B ABUSE AND HUMILIATION
Enkarni Blanco explained, “they put me
in a room. [ had a hood over my head. Then
they forced me up against a wall with my
arms and legs outstretched. [ don’t know
how long I was in that position. They came
in, asked if I was tired and then forced me
up against the wall again. They pushed my
legs apart and kicked me in the genitals.
Then they left. Afterwards they took me out
and put me in another room where the
interrogation started. | told them I knew
nothing, They took the hood off me and put
a plastic bag over my head. One of them
grabbed my arm and the other my head.”
Enkarni Blanco spoke of how, during
another of the interrogation sessions “three
men came into the room. They forced me to
undress and began touching me, first at the
front and then from behind. One was

touching me while the other two were
doing the questioning. One was sitting
down while the other stood beside the
door, leaving and entering from time to
time. The one who was touching me kept
saying “she’s got no breasts, what a shit of
a woman.

"The interrogation sessions lasted about
an hour, [ think. When they finished they left
me up against the wall. [ asked if I could put
on my clothes, which I did. Then I heard Josu
in the cell next door. They hauled him out and
began shouting ‘right, if you don’t start talk-
ing I'll kill you, or better still, I'll haul your
wife out by her pubic hair and hang her
upside down’. He said it loud enough for me
to hear it, again and again.”

B ‘CONVENTIONAL’ TORTURE

In every case sexual abuse is accompa-
nied by the more 'conventional forms' of
torture. In her statement Enkarni Blanco
explains how, “suddenly, the one who was
questioning me ran a kind of bar up my
legs. It was live. Then he ran the bar along
my arms, genitals and breasts. [ was
thrown backwards onto the floor. Before [
knew it the hood had fallen off and they
hauled me up onto my feet by the hair and
began running the bar all over my body. [
collapsed again: they put me on my feet
and hit me around the head. Then they
pushed me up against the wall. They decid-
ed to rape me and ordered me to undress. [
couldn’t because I was shaking so much.
Three of them volunteered to rape me. |
could feel them groping me. One of them
said ‘I don’t like this whore’, then another
answered ‘I don’t rape whores, but [ can
stick this bar up her backside”.”

Dione Ugalde, who was detained in
April and questioned in La Salve and at
Civil Guard headquarters, suffered a simi-
lar fate to that of the women above. In her
official complaint she states, “they threat-
ened to stick a bottle into my vagina. They
said ‘no, better not. It's covered in blood
and that one had hepatitis or AIDS.

They also threatened me with electrodes
and [ panicked. They kept on saying that
they would begin with a low current but
would increase it little by little. It went on
like this the whole time... threatening me
with electrodes or the bottle.”

* The Civil Guard in Spain are usually
more lenient on detainees than their coun-
terparts in the Basque country.

@ (Article by MG, extracted from the
B;\gsgue newspaper EGIN, Sunday, 2 August
1992)
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Dodie McGuinness

Republican and public representative

BY MARTHA McCLELLAND

When I asked Dodie McGuinness how
long she had been a councillor, she said
“Too long, and the last three and a half
years have been the longest of my life!” She
was laughing, but her workload would
make you cry. Actually she was elected to
Derry City council in 1985. She juggles
being a councillor (representing the 13,000
people of Creggan), with being the leader
of the Sinn Féin councillors grouping in the
Six Counties (for the past three and a half
years) and being a single parent to her three
children.

Like many young people in the late ‘60s,
Dodie got involved at the time of the civil
rights struggle, as a direct result of her life
experiences.

B BURNTOLLET

"1 was nursing at Altnagelvin Hospital
at the time of the ambush at Burntollet Bridge,
just outside the city and a mile or so from the
hospital. | remember seeing the people come
in. We were working up on other wards and
were sent down to casualty on our lunch hour
to see if we could give a hand there. I'll never
forget seeing the people carted in with blood
flying out of them. There seemed an endless
stream of them, exhausted and shocked.
There was a terrible atmosphere around the
hospital that day — the staff were as shocked
as the victims.

“Incidents that I witnessed around the
town had their effect too. I remember once
coming home from Altnagelvin Hospital,
after a split shift and seeing an old man,
drunk, huddled in the doorway of Tracey’s
Bar in William Street. He was doing noth-
ing and there was no riot on or any distur-
bance. The next thing the RUC arrived and
beat the lining out of him.

“] don’t remember the day the British
army came onto the streets, I'd been away
on holiday at the time, and just came
around Littlewoods” Corner at William
Street and almost bumped into one of them
with a rifle. | suppose | was pretty open-
minded at that time — | thought that they
might be better than the RUC,

“In and around Creggan, where | lived,
I saw an increase in patrolling by the RUC,
in people getting lifted under the 48-hour
arrest section. Creggan used to be a quiet
place — youngsters used to run when they
saw the RUC coming — and now there was
all this huge presence, people getting
arrested and beaten up, and I began to
wonder why. My house began getting raid-
ed and friends and neighbours began stay-
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ing out of their homes for their own safety.
I'd work a shift in the Waterside, then have
to go through four or five checkpoints to
get into my own estate once I crossed the
bridge. There was the anger at strangers
coming into my house at 6am and getting
me out of bed to search the house, again
and again,

“During the early ‘70s I worked out of a
Sinn Féin Centre in Creggan in Central
Dri've. We didn’t deal with social com-
plaints so much as monitor harassment by
the RUC and British army, try to find out
who was lifted and where, and go down to
the barracks or British army camps to find
out whAat was happening, When homes
were raided, we went to be with people.

’Afts‘er internment, when there were a
lot of prisoners, Nellie McGlinchey and oth-

ers founded the Prisoners’ Dependants
Fund and [ tied in with them. We organised
buses to Long Kesh, paid out PDF money t©
people on a weekly basis, taking it to their
own houses, and saw to the prisonexs’ wel-
fare. Internment Day itself didn't hit Derry
that hard, for it was our holiday fortnight
It was mostly the arrests after. | would have
known Sedn Keenan, but most of those lift-
ed in Derry on internment day were older
than us and we wouldn’t have known ther
well. It was a new generation that came
after that!

B BLOODY SUNDAY ot
““No one in Derry will ever for
Bloody Sunday. I was on the march .whe.
the shooting started and remember ’“'"»5.
ing over barricades at Rossville Flats:

i



ing around a corner, I collided with some-
one who had got shot in the face, blood

ring from his nose. I don’t know who it
was to this day. Going back up to Creggan
[ heard there were five or six dead, Then I
met Mitchel McLaughlin who saiq there
were seven or eight dead. It just 80t worse
as the day went on.

“There was an awful numbness in Den—y
afterwards. | remember the people stream-
ing into the city from every part of Ireland
— priests, nuns, everyone — al] wanting to
pe in Derry. I'll never forget the day of the
funerals...

“It is hard to describe the effect the
funerals had on the people. It was scary.
Everyone knew what the march was
about, and knew that the people were
deliberately shot dead at a peaceful
march. Shortly afterwards I remember
taking part in a march going to Guildhall
Square. We were carrying black flags,
and it was all women at the front
deliberately so. We were drowned with
water cannon at William Street and the
British army turned us back so that we
had to go to Free Derry Corner. It was
part of their plan of keeping you in the
Bog, in the ghetto and out of the city
our city. But we didn’t realise this then
we were politically immature at the time

“By the time Bloody Sunday took place,
| was already a republican. But Bloody Sun
day made me realise much more deeply
how deadly serious the struggle was From
that time on, you always had it in the back
of your head that this could happen again
particularly any time you organised any
thing. It not only deepened my commat
ment, but it also did for a Jot of people who
up until then would have been fairly unin
terested in what was happening

B POLITICAL PRISONER

Dodie was arrested in the summer of
1974 in Sligo, and charged, along with two
other women and two men, with the pos-
session of thousands of rounds of ammuni-
tion, a rifle and other matenals. She and the
other women spent weeks on remand in
Mountjoy Jail before being acquitted and
released. She describes Mountjpoy as “a hor-
nific place to be in", commenting that the
three of them had been put into a cell
together, and as republicans had a strong
comradeship. But it was the treatment of
the other women that hornified them.

“The rest of the women in Mountjoy
were prostitutes, drug takers, thieves, etc.
They were all treated like animals. They
had no support network and couldn't really
defend themselves. They were at the mercy
of the screws and the administration, who
treated them with total contempt. Frpm
what 1've heard over the years, Mountjoy
hasn't changed to this day.”

After her release, Dodie returned home
and continued her involvement with the
Tepublican struggle in and around Derry. In
1976 her brother, Danny, was arrest-
&d along with several others, and was eventu-
ally sentenced to ten years on explosive and

2

L] Oq the day Bobby Sands died — "It
was like a death in your own family™

membership charges. In Long Kesh, he imme-
diately went on blanket protest

B HUNGER STRIKE

Dodie says this period was one that
deeply affected her whole family. Prison
conditions were vile and deteriorating by
the day. Her mother, Eileen Harkin, became
one of the founding members of the Derry
Relatives” Action Committee and toured
Ireland and America, putting forward the
case of the political prisoners. During this
time Dodie got marned and had two chil-
dren, and was active on a datly basis on the
streets for the community. She became
involved in the local H-Block/Armagh
Commitiee as soon as it was established.

She recalls this as a ume when “you felt
you had to be out, no matter what. |
remember being down at the Guildhall
Square at a mudnight rally to mark the start
of the first hunger strike, and someone ask-
ing me ‘What are you doing here?’ as [ was
nine months pregnant. But you just felt you
had to be there.” (Her daughter Aileen was
borm a few days later.)

When the first hunger strike ended on
18 December, she speaks of the strong sense
of disbelief and feeling of being tricked by
the state, both among activists and POWs.
“When [ visited Danny, or any of the pris-
oners, | could see the disappointment on
their faces. As it came to looking like a sec-
ond hunger strike, we all knew that this
time the prisoners wouldn’t be caught out
again. This was desperately hard for the
families espedally knowing that prisoners
would die this time. There were hundreds
of daily protests, and then the RUC began
singling out individuals who were fined
heavily and sometimes jpiled, to break the
back of the street protests. It was hard,
watching families go through this.

“When it came that Bobby Sands died, we
had been sitting up all night for days, watch-
ing and waiting for word. 1‘t was like a death
in your own family. But it came closer to

home with Francis Hughes and Tom McEI-
wee. Because they were from Derry it hit even
harder. We went up and spent two or three
days sitting at their houses for the funerals. It
was horrific. The worst for me to see was
Martin Hurson — you could just see in his
face the agony he’d been through.

“Derry had the privilege of providing
the guard of honour at a number of the
hunger strikers” funerals. That helped peo-
ple cope — people felt proud even through
the devastating grief.

“Even now, eleven years later, talking
and thinking about it, I can still feel the
pain and horror of it all. Sometimes it’s
hard to believe it actually happened.”

B ELECTORAL POLITICS
After the hunger strike, with three chil-

dren — the youngest only a year old — and a
brother still in jail, Dodie has limited her
involvement to what was absolutely neces-
sary. Family commitments have always been
important to her. During this time, the British
began using the supergrass system. A wry
smile comes as she recalls her lucky escape
during this bleak period: “Derry was one of
the first places the Brits hit with a supergrass.
In one morning 38 people were arrested
because of Raymond Gilmour. Our house was
raided but [ was in hospital having an opera-
tion on my eyes that morning. But it had a big
effect on my family...”

Bobby Sands’ election had made a big
impact on Dodie, who saw the value of his
election in terms of winning world-wide
recognition and legitimacy for the republi-
can struggle.

When asked why she agreed to stand,
she laughs and says honestly, “’I says ‘Yes’
because [ thought [ wouldn’t get elected!
But [ agreed with our contesting seats at
local council level, in order to have a voice
in local government.”

B TOPPED THE POLL

The woman who is now the leader of
Sinn Féin’s councillors in the North goes on
to say that “because we were unable to
quantify the Sinn Féin vote in the area in
this first election, we put up three candi-
dates in Cityside (Creggan and part of the
Bogside), two to get elected and one to trawl
for votes. | stated [ would be the trawler,
having no intentions of actually being a city
councillor. Two high-profile people, Hugh
Brady and Mitchel McLaughlin, stood in
Cityside. All three of us were elected. Much
to my shock, | topped the poll, coming in
ahead in first preference votes even in front
of the SDLP Mayor. Because of the recounts
which take place in proportional representa-
tion however, the three of us weren’t actual-
ly the first to be declared elected to Derry
City Council. Republicans didn’t see the
value and strength of their vote. Another 30
republicans voting would have made that

B COUNCIL POLITICS
This background makes her invotve-
ment in electoral politics as a Sinn Féin
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councillor seem like a natural progression.
(Note: She disagrees!) So I put some ques-
tions to her about how her being a Sinn
Féin councillor and a woman has affected
local politics.

What's the council doing about wom-
en’s issues? [ asked.

“Very little,” says Dodie with real
regret. “Sinn Féin put in a motion demand-
‘ing that Derry City Council examine the
possibility of funding créche facilities for
their workers, but the legal position — due
to the lack of power for councils in the
North — was that they could not legally
fund any childcare, even for their workers.
Councils are responsible, as you know, to
British government auditors before they
can pay out any money, and childcare was
ruled out as not the council’s responsibility.

“The report highlighted another issue
relevant to women, and that was the seri-
ous absence of women in management lev-
el jobs in the council. No women were
employed at senior management level, and
very few at junior management. Most were
at the clerical level.

“If this were Catholics or Protestants
instead of women, there would be an out-
cry at such clearly economic discrimina-
tion.”

Dodie is clearly dissatisfied with action
taken: ““Since this discovery, it would be
nice to report that a policy of positive dis-
crimination has been adopted. But this isn't
true. Women with relevant experience have
been encouraged to apply for management
jobs as they become vacant, but we have a
long way to go before we correct this type
of discrimination.

“As part of the development of council
structures, Derry City Council have decid-
ed to appoint a women’s officer — the first
in the North as far as I know. But we are
having difficulty actually getting the
appointment made. Budget problems are
cited as the reason we can’t appoint the
women'’s officer till next year, although I
am putting pressure on to get her appoint-
ed in October. Her job will be to liaise with
women’s groups in the town, advise them
on how to make successful applications for
council funding, and to push their projects
and ideas within the council.

B MALE-DOMINATED COUNCILS
Councillor McGuinness is clearly frus-
trated by the failure of the councils to
achieve much for women: “Throughout the
North, the councils are always male-domi-
nated, be it with elected representatives or
employed officials. As a result, women’s
issues are never to the fore. Massive as this
problem is, another problem is probably
worse. Time and again, councils respond to
Sinn Féin demands by pointing out that
they are not responsible for women’s
issues. For example, they cannot legally
fund any social welfare, health or childcare
projects. Statutory Health and Social Ser-
vices Boards have this responsibility. When
demands are made of these bodies, we dis-
cover they only can fund childcare for chil-
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dren at risk, not children in general. Mas-
sive cutbacks have been made even in pro-
vision of playgrounds. I have fought
against these cutbacks, together with par-
ents and staff.

“The councils have a reputation for
starting projects off then abandoning them
to die. In fact they can only legally make
seeding grants, to start a project off, or
grants for research. The women’s officer
will be useful to the various women'’s
groups in advising on how to write grant
proposals which fall within the council’s
legal funding parameters.

B COUNCILS IMPOTENT IN NORTH

““People need to understand that once
the vote was granted to every adult in the
Six Counties, as part of the civil rights
demands, all real power was basically
stripped from the councils. The councils
now have no responsibility for housing,
employment, education or social welfare.
They can be — and Sinn Féin uses them as
— public forums on important issues. But
look at important ‘women’s issues’, child-
care for example. The north of Ireland has
the worst record of childcare provision in
Europe, not just for working mothers, but
for all children. But although we can use
the city council and our media profile as
councillors to highlight the issue and the
deprivation, the council really has no pow-
er to do anything about it.

“I' have led or been quite active in a
number of campaigns — for example, to
save preschool playgroups, to save Ander-
son House maternity unit, to resist the clo-
sure of Erne Hospital’s maternity unit and
transfer of its facilities all the way to
Omagh. But all these decisions were taken
at central government level, and in the Six
Counties, this is done by faceless civil ser-
vants employed by the British govern-
ment’s Whitehall desk on Northern Ireland.
There is absolutely no accountability; no
one here elects these people. This is a major
difference between local government here
and in the South, in England, or in the Unit-

ed States, where there is more accountabi.
ty becaus‘(_) offlcxalls elected by the people
have decision-making power.”

How is Dodie treated by male Sinn Fgiy
councillors and the organisation as ,
whole? “I'll be perfectly frank. Some, byt
not all, dismiss me as ‘just a woman.’ Not
in words so much as by deeds. For exam-
ple, despite my senior position, some other
Sinn Féin councillors exclude me when dis-
cussing projects, in preference to male col-
leagues. This is political game-playing and
has no place among comrades.

“Other problems [ encounter in my
work have nothing to do with me being a
woman — my male predecessor experi-
enced precisely the same problems. Sinn
Féin members, including councillors, often
have problems about discipline, account-
ability and responsibility within the organi-
sation. Some operate as if they exist on their
own, or as independent councillors.

“It’s important for people to under-
stand, especially those readers from outside
Ireland, that society as a whole here has
very strongly defined role expectations for
women, which doesn’t include women tak-
ing a leadership role in public life. This is
changing, due to a lot of effort and women
trail blazing and fighting their own corner,
but people in some places — particularly in
rural areas — still haven’t grown out of the
idea that women aren’t capable of doing the
job. In many rural communities, women
stay home and still don’t have a role out-
side the home, don’t go out, and if a wom
an is out and about for whatever purpose, it
causes comment.

I suggested that some men in these com
munities wouldn’t want their wives,
daughters or sister imitating Councillor
McGuinness, the Sinn Féin leader laughed
and said, “Probably true! Some attitu(j-les
really need changing! [ remember travelli"g
some miles cross country to a house f°';
meeting. There were ten or eleven me, %
myself. The man in whose home we wel:
meeting was clearly embarrassed and ‘Pof
ogised for being unable to offer me a P

JE—



a2 — because his wife was away at |
or for three days!”

“These attitudes prevail throughout
society, not just among Sinn Féin members,
«As an organisation — as you’d expect

1 Féin would be much more progressive

Ough

:';]2:1 society as a whole. The problem is iy
these attitudes permeate the whole commu-
nity and are taught to both men and wom-
cn'fr"m c.n'lio:\‘l childhood, and thus are
difficult to shift. Republicans aren’t alone
AMONE left-wing activists who can have
good anti-sexist Politics in theory but fail-
;n\\: in da]y»m—day, unconscious actions and
Prac(h‘&‘!‘ :

g WOMEN CANDIDATES

There are very few women councillors,
Are there problems getting women to stand
as candidates? Dodie believes again that
social conditioning plays a powerful role.
“Both as men and women, we've been con-
ditioned that if there’s something to be
done, it is the man who goes out and does
it. Even if a woman wants to do it, in this
society it's almost always the woman who
has the responsibility for sorting out home
and family. Being a councillor demands a
lot of your time, and it’s not even struc-
tured hours. You're out at mcetings all
hours, and when you're in your house peo-
ple are constantly calling in with crises of
various sorts. It’s a full-time job — a full-
time UNPAID job!”

Readers from outside the North
mightn't realise this, so I asked Dodie to
elaborate: “Councillors receive attendance
allowances for meetings. But if you're
unemployed, as most of us are, any pay-
ment you receive for council work is
deducted directly from your state benefit.
We get no allowance for telephone or any
other work you must do from your home

;
® On role models — *“There were no role m

ounc
Will see different roles for women, and me being a ¢

\\.’hl(‘h is council-related. Despite being a
Single parent, there g no childcare
allowance - although when I need rhil(l“
care, I have to pay £5 per session — that
means if there’s two meetings a day I need
rln]}h*.n'o for, I'm out of pocket £10. T could
“\i?fll}’ have six meetings in a week. Sinn
Féin locally gives me £30 a month towards
childcare, but that obviously doesn’t cover
Costs,

How does she man
dren and her nume

“I'depend on m
mother

age, with three chil-
rous responsibilities?

P y family, particularly my
. This isn’t fair, as she is a pensioner
and has already reared seven children. She
does it to support the republican struggle
as much as to support me. My children
have been really great, especially as they
are getting older. William, my eldest, has
been particularly supportive. They have all
had to deal with the impact my involve-
ment made on the family. I haven’t been
able to spend as much time as I'd like with
them, especially when they are doing their
exams, for example, or other times when
they need me. I just haven’t been able to be
there. I don’t think it’s been a negative
experience for them; they are wonderful
children and I'm very proud of them. But it
has been difficult for them. It’s probably
made them more mature earlier.

“Another reason women don’t want to
stand has to do with the public perception
of women. Irish society has taught both
men and women to look down on women
for taking on the council role. Both women
and men see it as a threat. This criticism by
your friends and neighbours is a very real
consideration. You hear “You should be
home looking after your children,” when
you are out doing council work. Yet if you
were out working at Essex (a local factory)
nine to five, no one would ever pass com-

i

working-class girls... My daughter

odels for lor s part of that”

ment. It’s hypocritical, it's self-oppression,
and part of what we have to struggle
against.

“The threat of assassination by pro-
British death squads is another reason
women are reluctant to stand, especially in
a society where they have the responsibility
for family and childcare. Even if the woman
is prepared to risk assassination herself, she
can often be ‘persuaded”’ by threats to her
family, where her children, brothers, sisters,
or parents are threatened and she doesn’t
want to bring this worry on to them. The
danger is real, especially if they live or
work in an isolated area.

“Unless your family supports you 100%,
you can’t stand. This is true for men as well
as women, but | think women need it even
more.”’

Concluding the interview, I asked Dodie
for her recommendations.

B SUPPORT NEEDED

“’First, more women should stand as
councillors. Say yes, then start making
effective demands on the organisation for
support, both in terms of being treated as
an equal in nitty gritty things, and in practi-
cal terms such as childcare allowances.

“Second, we need to work to change the
attitudes of society as a whole towards
women in political life, especially as coun-
cillors. We need to actively support groups
who are doing this. We need to constantly
keep up our own internal Sinn Féin educa-
tion to combat sexism.

“It’s really down to fighting your own
corner. Society never changes if you just
accept what you are given, or shrink away
from the struggle.

“’Finally, those who purport to care
about women taking part in political strug-
gle and in electoral politics in particular
should note that most women make a dif-
ference between electoral politics, such as
what the council deals with, and ‘women’s’
or ‘community” politics.

This is clear from the numbers of wom-
en prepared to get involved in the one and
not the other. It's not just that council poli-
tics has to deal with everything while wom-
en’s politics are usually issue-specific. It
also has to do with the fact that in women's
campaigns or women’s groups, women
often feel they can just get on with getting
the job done, without the hassle encoun-
tered with men's and society’s expectation
and perception of women. The “games”
men can play in excluding others from
power are pretty real on the councils, and
they are not all about party politics!

B ROLE MODELS

“When we were growing up, it was nev-
er presented to you that you would ever be
a councillor. We would be wives and moth-
ers; our job was to finance the family. There
were no different role models for working-
class girls, or very few. There’s a new gen-
eration coming up now. My daughter will
see different roles for women, and me being
a councillor is part of that.”

Page 13



slide electoral victory and set up their own
(illegal) parliament, Constance Markievicz
— a 1916 leader — was named Secretary of
Labour. She and Alexandra Kollantai in the
new Soviet Union were the first women at
cabinet level.6

The partition of Ireland and the ensuing
Civil War ensured the victory of Pro-
British, socially conservative forces in gOV-
ernment. In the 1930s many of the
remaining Irish radical leaders fought and
died for the Spanish Republic. This paved
the way for the 1937 Irish Constitution,
Article 41 of which states that, “by her life
within the home, woman gives to the State
a support without which the common good
cannot be achieved.””7

In the late 1960s the Northern Ireland
Civil Rights Association, inspired by the
African-American Civil Rights Movement,
waged a non-violent campaign to win
equal rights for the Catholic nationalist
people of the partitioned Six Counties.
Women made up a large proportion of this
movement but, except for Bernadette
Devlin, the entire leadership was male.
When peaceful marches were continually
beaten and shot off the streets (culminating
in Bloody Sunday, January 1972, when
British paratroopers killed 14 unarmed
demonstrators), the armed struggle was
resumed.

Also in the early 1970s a women'’s move-
ment was emerging in Dublin, inspired by
those in the United States and other Euro-
pean countries. Irish feminists agitated for
reforms in the welfare system for single
mothers, for access of women to equal jobs,
pay and education, and for legal divorce
and contraception.8 One of the women’s
first actions was the Contraceptive Train to
Belfast in May 1971.9 Since contraceptives
were legal in Northern Ireland, 47 women
travelled there and bought large quantities
of contraceptives, which they openly
declared at Irish Customs on their return.
This action attracted a lot of media atten-
tion and sparked a large campaigr}, which
led to the partial legalisation of contracep-
tion.

In 1975 the Northern Ireland Women'’s
Rights Movement was founded in Belfast to
demand parity with British laws on wom-
en’s rights. This was a middle-class, legalis-
tic movement, which took no position on
working-class or nationalist women’s
issues. The following year, when the
NIWRM criticised the Troops Out Move-
ment, a Socialist Women’s Croup split off
from it. Then in 1977 the Socialist Women’s
Group split again, and the Belfast Women'’s
Collective was formed to work more closely
with the Republican Movement, especially
around women prisoners’ issues. A final
split, in 1978, produced Women Against
Imperialism, which had even closer links
with-the republicans.10 The centrality of the
national struggle and the polarised posi-
tions on it kept a united feminist movement
from developing in the North of Ireland.

To understand women’s conditions in
Ireland, one needs to know a little bit about

Page 16

e ———
R T e e

® Women'’s social condition haven’t improved significantly since the 1970s and even

divorce is still illegal in the 26 Counties

Irish society and its economic conditions.
The occupied Six Counties of Northern Ire-
land is a British colony, ruled directly from
London. The southern 26 Counties, or
“Irish Republic”, is a neo-colony — nomi-
nally independent, but with its economy
completely dominated by multinational
investment. In economic terms, Ireland is a
Third World country. Officially, unemploy-
ment in both parts of Ireland exceeds 17%.
But in some working-class areas, it is over
80%.11 Politically, both parts of Ireland are
conservative confessional states. The South
is dominated by the Catholic Church, and
the North by fundamentalist Protestantism.
Both states are extremely conservative in
social legislation, and both use repressive
measures and censorship to try to maintain
the status quo.

These social and economic conditions
impact heavily on women. Although more
women have entered the labour force in
recent years, they are highly concentrated
in service industries.12 Women in the 26
Counties earn only 60% of male wages,
while those in the Six Counties earn
73.5%.13 Over one and a quarter million
Irish women (at least half the female popu-
lation) is classified as living in poverty.14

Women’s social conditions, influenced
by strong links between conservative
churches and states, haven’t improved sig-
nificantly since the early 1970s. Contracep-
tives can now be legally prescribed in the
26 Counties, but many doctors and phar-
macists, especially in rural areas, refuse to
provide them. Condoms can only be sold in
pharmacies, and a record store in Dublin
which challenged the law by selling them
was prosecuted successfully in 1990, Abor-
tion, which has always been illegal in Ire-
land, was made unconstitutional in a 1983
referendum. Even non-directive pregnancy
counselling, with options for abortion in
Britain discussed, is illegal. In the North
abortion is also illegal, even th()ugh the Six
Counties is supposed to be an integral part
of the United Kingdom. Divorce is still ille-
gal in the 26 Counties, although a campaign
is growing for a new referendum on this
issue. Women in the Six Counties also have
to contend with sexist harassment from

armed soldiers on their streets, constant
house raids, strip-searching, and caring for
families alone while their partners are
imprisoned or on the run.

Feminists and republican feminists pro-
pose different solutions for women’s
oppression. The largely middle-class femi-
nist movement sees the solution as working
toward equality and gender-neutrality in
the legal system. The Commission for the
Status of Women, a government-appointed
advisory body, recommended many
changes in employment and social welfare
laws, which ameliorated some of the worst
inequalities.15 Many feminists also see the
need for steps beyond formal equality, such
as day care facilities, maternity leave and
control of their own fertility, as necessary
prerequisites for equality. Single-issue cam-
paigns on many of these issues have been
and are being fought by feminist groups.
Women’s cultural groups, such as writing
groups, self-help therapy groups, sports
groups, etc, are seen by many as “an alter-
native environment in which women can
explore ideas and support each other away
from the constraints imposed by patriarchal
structures”.16

Republican feminists say that this
approach is too fragmented, dealing with
symptoms, rather than the cause of wom-
en’s problems, which they see as capitalism
and British imperialism, along with patri-
archy. As Mary Nelis, a Derry Sinn Féin
activist, puts it: “The system of patriarchy,
with its sub-structures of imperialism and
capitalism, can accommodate reforms and
even allow women to be the power figure-
head (Maggie Thatcher) given that the
ground rules establishing essential inequal-
ity remain intact.””17

The fragmentation of a multitude of sin-
gle-issue women'’s groups, each lobbying
against the others for funding and atten-
tion, is seen by republican feminists as “the
old divide and conquer trick”.18 They also
believe that ““the state apparatus, to an
extent, has absorbed the women’s move-
ment. The more acceptable feminists have
become part of the establishment and enjoy
the freedom of the airwaves, which we, as
republicans, are denied under Section 31
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Feminist objections to the rish republi-
struggle usually fall into three main cat-

can s (1) #I¢'s a man’s war;” (2) “Women

‘hzzla'wnccntratc on our own liberation

wom(‘n?” and (3) “It’s different from
o’ timate struggles in the Third World.””21
lcg(jalhy Harkin of Derry Women’s Aid, a
fuge for pattered women, puts forth the
i { objection. She calls Derry ““an armed
h;:,iarchy” and says that v‘vlr:mon in the
Republican Movement have “seldom risen
0 pmitions of authority except wh:-,m‘»; ev
adOPlUd the male Id('alls, aims and disci-
jine of the movement.” 22 This argument,
which has been debated in feminist circle
for years, presupposes that women are
maturally” pacifist and that any wor
who takes partin a struggle which includ
a military component is going against her
yrue nature and only following men.” 1
a dangerous argument for feminists

make, because women’s supposed biolog
cal and psyc hological “differences”™ have
peen used against them throughout patriar
chal history. Besides, as women IRA Volun
wers have stated, “This is not a man’s war

buta people’s war’.23
Margaret Ward, a feminist historian
raises the second objection. She asks, "Can
feminism offer such unqualified support [to
national liberation] and retain its ability w
encompass the reality of all women's
oppression, to fight without compromise
for women's interests?24 This cnucism
nises two questions: (1) What are women s
issues? and (2) s the Irish Republican
Movement fighting for them? To the first
question, the Irish Women Prisoners of War
have answered, “Women within the occu-
pid Six Counties of Ireland are oppressed
by _bﬂlh a foreign impenalist state and the
Sexist ideologies which suppress women
Worldwide.”"25 And Bernadette Devlin
Mcf\liSk(\)’ added that, “We are not
gﬁf':;su\i simply because we are women
“‘Omew because we are worku_\gx‘lass
1 and because we are working-class
Tpublican women.”26 As a woman Sinn
: :: :;ﬁ\:ist stated, “Just because an issue
“,omenfﬁ§ men, doesn’t mean it's not a
Sissue” 27

spi::mvl\lk}at about the issues that are
i 3 of 1.ntenest to yomen? As as_}:ed
g R two above, is the Republican
Réin g sm fighting for them, as well? Sinn
Which 5';t“ f}tenswg .pohcy documetllt
S s its positions on women S
divmwl_‘ ::’ for, among other things, k'gal
non_di‘re e 'and accessible contraceptyom
Mmbogy Ve pregnancy _counsellmg
Ying all choices; childcare to be

'nts; 24-hour public

nd to stereotyping of sex
tion and advertising.28 Plus,
mbers are active in women'’s
in campaigns for divorce, non-
directive pregnancy counselling, and
against rape and battening

The third obpction to republicanism,
that #t isn't a bona-fide Third World move-
ment, has been dealt with earlier in this
paper, where Ireland’s economic status as a
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"M\/\a\; feel that we are d

only as republican prisoners but also as women’'

o e S

i

Inhumane Conditions in Magaberry Jail

I WAS ARRESTED on 16 March 1991
and although 1 was aware of the tor-
ture dispensed in Castlereagh, nothing
could have prepared me for the five
days of physical and mental abuse I
received. As soon as my abusers had
ascertained that I was a single mother
of four young children they continually
threatened me, stating that my children
would be taken from me, if I didn’t
““cooperate’”’. They told me that I
wasn’t fit to be a mother, and that my
children were all bastards. The threat
of having my kids taken from me was
far worse than the physical abuse, such
as, having my face slapped or my hair
pulled. I found myself forgetting about
the pain, because in comparison to the
remarks it was the lesser form of abuse.
That torture lasted for five days along
with the verbal insults about my body
and my general lifestyle.

I thought | was free from the degrading
and humiliating treatment | received in
Castlercagh when | was brought to
Maghaberry Jail. That was until Monday, 2
March 1992 when I and the other 20 women
republican prisoners were forcibly and bru-
tally strip-searched, by female screws
dressed in riot gear, carrying batons and
shields, and backed up by male screws,
They forced .their way into our cells,
draggcd us to the floor, stripped us naked,
leaving our bodies bruised and battered.
We are now living in fear of another attack,
and tension here is very high.

Page 18

The visiting conditions here on the
female side of Maghaberry have been an
ongoing problem, along with censorship,
inter-wing association, education and'exer-
cise. Ren)

Visits here are supposed to start at 10
am in the morning and again at2 pm in the
afternoon. However our relatives are left
waiting for long periods of time for
although they are actually in the prison
grounds on time they aren’t called into the
visits until 10.45 am and 2.45pm respective-
ly at the earliest.

There are only eleven tables which are
back to back in a very small room leaving
us no privacy whatsoever with our families
and children. With the screws sitting in the
middle of the room watching and listening
to everything, a private conversation or
open affection to loved ones is impossible,

There are no créche facilities here on the
female side of this jail. The NIO and the
prison administration have repeatedly
ignored our representations on this issue.
Instead the NIO recently said that they felt
that female prisoners would have preferred
to have their children with them during vis-
its. However not all the children who visit
the prison are the prisoners’ own children
and even prisoners who are mothers need
to have the choice of créche facilities.

In the same statement the NIO said that
on busy days two visiting rooms are
opened, this is not the case. Recently wom-
en were told that there was no staff to cover
the other room, which means that women
are taken off their visits early to make room
for others. There are approximately 50

women prisoners here and there are so few
tables to accommodate all the visits. It is 5
disgrace that we are forced into taking our
visits with our loved ones in these condi-
tions. Our regular complaints to the NIO
have fallen on deaf ears and nothing has
been done, as the situation seems unlikely
to change as we are told that one visiting
room is all tha: is required.

On the male side of Maghaberry the vis-
its start at 9.00am in the morning and again
at 2pm. They get lengthy visits and have
créche facilities. Male prisoners. also have
inter-wing association even though there
are far more men on the male side. We are
denied these facilities. We also have our
education and exercise cancelled at short
notice because of a so-called “staff short-
age”, but again the men get their education
and exercise without interruptions.

We feel that we are discriminated
against, not only as republican prisoners
but also as women. The NIO insist on pre-
senting this jail as their jewel in the crown,
and as “one jail”, when in fact two different
regimes operate. We women prisoners are
denied exercise, education and inter-wing
association. If this is all one jail, as claimed
by the NIO, could this department explain
to us why so many differences are made
between us and the men? Perhaps if we
publicly reject our republican beliefs the
NIO would have no difficulty in finding the
means necessary to provide us with the
facilities that are afforded to those in the
male section who have done just that.

— Maureen Delaney,
Maghaberry Jail.
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mony so quickly that Eileen believes that
she was ‘not married properly at all!’

Rosie Shannon recalled how, after
months of trying, she eventually got a job in
the Ministry of Defence, only to be paid off
because she was termed ‘a security risk’ —
"not that [ knew what a security risk was”’!
Rosie described how watching the people
running about in their underwear and bare
feet during the burning of Bombay Street
was one of her most vivid memories of the
1969 pogroms,

Marie Moore remembered how the bells
of Clonard Monastery were sounded to
summon the people of Clonard to protect
the Monastery from loyalist attack, and
while this defence was successful, local
homes were being burnt to the ground.

Despite the tragedy and the suffering,
Marie recalled some humourous moments
— like how Scobie McParland was shot and
had to be carried screaming down Clonard
Street by local women. Scobie was more
concerned with the women seeing his back-
side than with the injuries he had received.

As the yarning and storytelling contin-
ued, Colette Adams, described how in the
Westrock Bungalows, the older women car-
ried on with their bingo nights as gun bat-
tles raged around them. Colette laughed as
she told how she and her friends were
ducking for cover as the older women con-
tinued marking their bingo books as if
nothing unusual was happening.

The conversation was then directed to
Councillor Lily Fitzsimmons. Lily spoke of
the ‘refugees” from the Falls arriving up
into Turf Lodge and how the women of
Turf Lodge banded together and organised
food and billets for all who needed them.

Lily told of one occasion when the RUC
arrived and this led to verbal exchanges
between the RUC and the women. One
woman was so busy cursing the RUC up
and down the street that she failed to recog-
nise that the person beside her was the local
priest.

When it was Chrissie McAuley’s turn to
speak, she described her bewilderment at
seeing people burned from their homes
solely because of their religion.

Another local woman, Sheila McVeigh,
described how, “because she had nothing
else to do”, she got involved in helping the
refugees who had been billeted in St.
Louise’s school and how this initial
involvement led to her increased role in the
struggle and her politicisation.

All the women present agreed that their
experiences of the loyalist pogrom led to
them becoming the political activists that
they are today. Women have stood in the
frontline of struggle and have grown in
maturity and confidence from those first
days in 1969 into the political activists they
are today.

The day was rounded off with a wom-
en’s table quiz and light refreshments. As
the women left the venue, they quipped to
cach other as they spied Councillor Alex
Maskey washing their dishes!

— Irene Sherry
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Grant Aided or Taken for Granted? A
study of Women’s Voluntary Organisa-
tions in Northern Ireland is essential
reading, not only for those with an
interest in the state of the women's
movement, but also for anyone con-
cerned about the difficulties faced by
community and voluntary organisa-

‘tions in general. Published by the

Women'’s Support Network a coalition
of women’s groups, mainly based in
working class areas of Belfast — the
densely written report is packed with
information, not only about women'’s
groups themselves, but about the poli-
cles and practice of most of the poten-
tial sources of public funding for
voluntary organisations.

Almost 200 women’s organisations were
surveyed and detailed case studies of 34 of
these are included in the report. These
highlight the great variety of activities of
different groups as well as information
about where they get financial support and
how they came into existence, The net has
been cast very widely to give a comprehen-
sive assessment of the contribution of wom-
en to the community. While the emphasis is
placed on groups which “are involyed in
some way in improving the status of, or the
quality of life for, women in society”, the
entire spectrum is covered — from the
Women’s Institute to Coiste na mBan,

Not surprisingly, the survey reveals that
women’s groups are badly resourced and the
work of women in the voluntary sector under-
valued; ”... t}]ey are often providing quality
services at a fraction of what it would cost for
equivalent services provided by cither private
or public sector agencies. ...Many groups and
individuals feel, however, that their commit-
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ment is being exploited. They argue that they
are providing high quality and vital social ser-
vices... Despite the high levels of professional-
ism demonstrated by many of the
organisations, in the majority of cases salaries
and working conditions are considerably
below what a similar post would command in
the public sector.”

Some groups, however, are “doubly dis-
advantaged”. One of the great strengths of
the report is that, it does not discuss the
issue of gender discrimination in isolation.
The experience of women in “social and
cultural minorities” is well integrated into
the overall report. Not only do women
from minority communities suffer from
prejudice and discrimination in society at
large, in some cases, they receive little
recognition or support from other women.

““Cultural identity and language are cen-
tral issues for Asian women, Travelling
women and Gaeilgeoiri. Each of these
groups have been subject to considerable
victimisation and unfair treatment based on
prejudice. All have found that access to
resources has been for them doubly prob-
lematic — as women and as cultural
minorities. But for women in these commu-
nities, their identity as women and their
cultural identity are inseparable and equal-
ly important. Indeed, they all too often find
that women from the ‘majority’ community
are unable or unwilling to accept or appre-
ciate their determination to maintain their
own cultural identity.

“Sometimes they find it difficult to
challenge the problems they face as wom-
en within their own communities,
because of pressures on the community
as a whole...

“Whatever problems ‘mainstream’
women’s groups may have in attracting
resources, these groups are doubly

marginalised. The needs of immigrant
women have been virtually ignored by
most statutory bodies; like Travelling wom-
en they have found themselves victims of
racism and active neglect. Some Irish-lan-
guage groups have come undef attack...”

Likewise, groups active on issues related
to sexuality such as reproductive rights or
on behalf of lesbians have found them-
selves isolated and with few sources of
financial support. Others, such as those
involved in the arts or publishing, have
been under pressure from potential funders
to censor themselves. One group reported,
When asking for funding, we often find
that funding bodies ask us to be more
‘moderate’, that is, give less prominence to
lesbian issues/censor out republican wom-
en/give more ‘balance’.”’ '

Women’s groups are certainly not
exempt from political and religious dis-
crimination. Some of the case studies relate
the problems women’s groups have
encountered. The report points out that the
first group to be “politically vetted” was the
Conway Mill women’s self-help group.
Other groups have had funds withdrawn or
refused by their district councils because
their activities were not politically accept-
able or simply because they are located in a
nationalist area. On the other hand, ample
funding is available for activities which fit
in with the British government’s political
agenda. “The only apparent growth area in
regard to statutory funding... is for work
which is deemed to be related to ‘communi-
ty relations’ ...there is considerable pressure
on groups to be involved in ‘reconciliation”
projects in order to obtain funding. Thus
groups feel that their agendas are being
externally, and sometimes artificially,
determined to the detriment of important
issue-based activity for women, including
valuable ‘cross-community’ work.”

Perhaps less interesting than the experi-
ence of the women'’s groups, but nonethe-
less extremely useful, is the section of the
report dealing with the policies and prac-
tice of statutory bodies and the charitable
trusts. Very few of the funders have poli-
cies specifically dealing with women'’s
groups, and so the report is relevant to the
voluntary sector in general. While ultimate-
ly, most of the money is coming from the
public purse, it is filtered through a maze of
statutory agencies, boards, councils and
trusts, all of which have different policies
and discretionary powers. There is very lit-
tle accountability regarding who does or
does not get money.

As the report says, “information is the
vital first step outwards equality of oppor-
tunity”. There is plenty of information here,
and for good measure, the study concludes
with almost 50 detailed recommendations
for change.

Grant Aided or Taken for Granted? A study
of women's organisations in Northern Ireland
by Ruth Taillon, published by the Women's
Support Network. Available from 79
Shankill Road, Belfast BT13 1FD. Price £3.50
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