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AS Patrick Mayhew's talks move from Lon-
don back to Stormont the British direct ruler
is pushing for acceptance by the Dublin
government and the SDLP of a unionist
plan for an assembly in the North with law-
making powers and with no change in
Britain’s claim to sovereignty over the Six
Counties. And as predicted in AP/RN last
week the Dublin government and the SDLP
are coming under unprecedented pressure
to commit themselves to removing Articles
Two and Three of the 1937 Constitution.

hile all this is happening Catholics in the

North are being reminded by loyalist
paramilitaries of “their place” in the Orange state
— the state that would be reinforced under the
unionist plan. With sickening predictability loy-
alist gangs marked the start of the Orange
marching season with the killing of two
Catholics and the serious wounding of another.

IRA reveals wh
three were executed

Orange
must go

And in the High Court in Belfast a judge gave the
go-ahead for an Orange march through the
nationalist Lower Ormeau Road scene of a week-
end shooting and where people are still in
mourning after the betting shop massacre of five
Catholics by the UDA in February.

Kieran Abram was beaten to death by a loyal-
ist mob in North Howard Street off the Lower
Falls on Sunday under the noses of a British
army post. On Tuesday a retired teacher Cyril
Murray was shot dead by loyalists in East
Belfast.

At this time of loyalist triumphalism — on the
streets and at the talks — it is well for nationalists to
be vigilant both about their own security and about
what Dublin and the SDLP are doing in their
names. The lesson that nationalist interests cannot
be served by anything less than the complete dis-
mantling of the Orange state has been learned at
100 great a cost to be forgotten now.

— See Sectarian murders p16 and Talks latest p3.

° .
side North Howard Street British army base in Belfast

THE IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY has given a
detailed account of the events leading to the
execution of three County Armagh informers,
members of the IRA who were working for
British forces. One of the three, Gregory
Burns, had been working for British military
intelligence for over a decade and the three
were responsible for the battering to death of
Margaret Perry. The details of how Burns,
Aidan Starrs and John Dignam became
informers and how the gruesome killing of
Margaret Perry was carried out are given in an
interview with a spokesperson for Oglaigh na
hEireann on pages 6/7.
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‘Republican struggle

remains vibrant’' — Adams

SINN FEIN ACTIVISTS gathered in Belfast on Saturday 4 July to
discuss the party’s approach to local government elections next
May. Using the party’s performance in the recent Westminister
election as a reference point the conference looked forward to
what needed to be done in the months ahead to ensure a good

electoral performance.

Calling on party workers to ensure a
good electoral performance next
year by working “from here on in”,
Mitchel McLaughlin of the Six-County
Combhairle said “elections aren’t lost or
won in the three weeks leading up to
polling day, they are being won or lost
now".

In the various workshops the day’s
agenda was debated in depth with a
wide variety of views and opinions
expressed in the discussions by dele-
gates from all over the North.

In a plenary session in the after-
noon reports from the different groups
were given and different aspects of the
party’s policies and strategies were
clarified.

Closing the conference, party presi-
dent Gerry Adams said that despite a
“protracted campaign to undermine
the democratic demand for Irish
national self determination” by the
British government and its allies, Sinn
Féin has been attempting to define and
project the party’s strategy and aims
“Iin 2 manner which is clearly under-
stood by the broad base of Irish and
international opinion”.

Despite attempts to prevent a
meaningful debate by the use of cen-
sorship and other repressive measures,
Adams continued: “The republican
struggle has kept the British govern-
ment under pressure over its failure to
“settle the Irish question’. This is clear
not only from the extent of ongoing
counter-insurgency measures aimed at
nationalists as a2 means of militarily
containing armed resistance but also
from recent statements from John
Major and Chris Patten citing the Six
Counties as a priority and from the
protracted campaign to politically iso-

-

late Sinn Féin.”

Describing the British as “under
considerable pressure internationally
to resolve the many instances of
denials of national and democratic
rights arising from their government’s
involvement in Ireland”, Adams said
that Peter Brooke’s term at Stormont
saw the recommencement of a multi-
faceted initiative. He continued:

“Since the last British general elec-
tion, and the appointment of a new
team of ministers at Stormont, efforts
have intensified on all fronts to settle
the conflict on British terms. This, and
the need to satisfy international opin-
ion that ‘the British are doing their best
is the main motive for the current pro-

Posing the question, can this process
usher in a democratic resolution to
the conflict, Adams pointed out that
the British partition of Ireland is
undemocratic and that all attempts to
resolve the conflict in this context have
failed.

Describing the evolution of Sinn
Féin’s party policy and its public pro-
motion as “seized upon by anti-repub-
lican elements”, Adams continued:

“The current McCarthyite atmo-
sphere and censored media works
exclusively to their advantage. As
experienced political activists, Sinn
Féin accepts this as part of the daily
grind of political struggle. It is unfor-
tunate, however, that genuine state-
ments aimed at advancing the
democratic resolution of this conflict
have been portrayed as signs of weak-
ness or division. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. The republican
struggle remains vibrant and solid.”

T——

@ Sinn Féin party activists pledged at Saturday’s conference in Belfast to work “from here on in” to achieve

result in next year's local government elections in the Six Counties
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“Dialogue, inclusive l.alk; n.ew
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Dublin to end partition. Interna |nl-a
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procedures sucl.
peace process will be
elements in the conflic
of Irish and British society h
responsibility to encourage such a pro-
cess, “ he concluded.

ommenting on recent discussions

with church leaders, Adams said
that there had been some misrepresen-
tation of Sinn Féin’s view in the n}edla
which was “unhelpful especially
because of the historic lack of dialogl{e
between Church leaders and republi-
cans.” He continued:

“We hope that a start has been
made to rectify this but there is still a
long way to go not least because those
who met us came to us as individuals.
While I salute them for their endeav-
ours [ would reiterate my view that tl.\e
refusal of the leaders of the main
churches to advocate inclusive dia-
logue as a means to resolve this con-
flict is wrong and at odds with their
Christian vocation. The churches have
an important role to play in helping to
create the political conditions for a
peaceful resolution of this conflict.
Dialogue is central to this.”

Describing censorship as part of the
problem and a source of injustice,
Adams concluded: “Conflict comes
from injustice. These and many other
matters are a common concern to us
all. The Irish people can live together
in peace. How peace is established is
the challenge and responsibility facing
us all. Misrepresenting or misreading
the republican position can only serve
to perpetuate the conflict.
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Relatives seek segregation
debate
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remand in Crum special
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Indepen ives’ demands. ‘
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Hynes Dismissed

ir of the Communications Workers’ anq Man
Telecom Eireann’s controversial chairpergoy
has been sacked by the 26-County Ministe;

both republican and loyalist
Jin Road Jail have called on
meeting to discuss th,

Prisong,
Belfast éo n

© Plobley

Vi
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THE béte no:
agers’ Unions,
Brendan Hynes,

ommunications. Lo :
for].g,nes was offered the chance of resigning from his £40,000 Per annyp

5 ing of a vote of no confidence in him at 5 T,
post tf:::?;v‘:;gm:: b;zla"szvﬁ“ng of one last chance to use the ur\mmpm;k',;:
d:e(c‘na which was his mark as cha;rpe'rson, hg wgnted to be Pushed, Ty,
or g:ryMéire Geoghegan-Quinn, dismissed him just before midnight oy
g;lir:asy A1, empy i e el e 5

Hynes does not go empty-handed though. He will receive a £7,500 Payoff

xt four years.

eve(r:);ay;:; [';); ']}.\[;::s follov{ing his sacking that the company had resisteq
moves towards greater efficiency and that ruf\.ning costs per line are the highe
est of any phone company in EuroPe were fe]ected by the general secretary of
the Communications Workers” Umon,}Davnd Begg, wll:\o said that Hynes was
not comparing like with like. He pomlgd out that a country like Ireland
which has a very rural dispersed population cannot achieve the economies of
scale that Germany or Britain or other European countries can”.

Professor John Scanlon of UCD has been appointed as acting chairperson
in Hynes’ place.

City Hall bias

BELFAST CITY COUNCIL is once again in the dock over alle-
gations of anti-Catholic discrimination. Five Catholics brought
the case after a Protestant woman, whom they felt was less
qualified, was given the job of senior services officer.

Summing up, before the tribunal adjourned to decide the case on 2 July,
Eilish McDermott QC said the interview procedure was a shambles with no
intention of applying fair employment codes of practice. “The woman who
got the job didn’t even have a basic education,” said McDermott, “her unex-
amined diploma in youth and community work was worth less than the
degrees and masters degrees of the five applicants.”

McDermott also claimed that John Doherty, chair of the interviewing par-
el, felt under pressure from unionist councillors to recruit a Protestant. ¢

In a further development the Fair Employment Commission released !hf“
latest report which indicted Belfast council for employing only 28 Catholiss
out of 152 senior posts, only 18% of the total. The same report found that
Catholics were under-represented in “manual posts”. 5
. Responding to the findings Councillor Hugh Smyth, Independent Unio™
ist, cited “historical reasons” for the imbalance, However, his historical me2*
ory only went back to the reform of local government in 1973. The fact that
unionist discrimination was, and is, a fact of life in the Six-County state S0
its establishment was conveniently ignored by Councillor Smyth.

Linfield fanzine attacks

McManus

K\} HER SEAN McMANUS of the Irish National Caucus W:°
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Thick as thieves

T? 1IE PARTICIPANTS to the talks at Lancaster House, London to
d_lscuss the political future of Britain’s last colony, the Six Coun-
ties, had barely reached the table when the Dublin government
was already making a sacrificial lamb of the Irish national
demand for unity and independence.

Ibert Reynolds announced in

Cork on Monday 6 July that Arti-
cles Two and Three of the 1937 Consti-
tution would be “on the table” during
Strand Two. That is despite the British
giving no indication that its illegal
occupation of the Six Counties would
even be discussed and with unionists
stating that any such discussion would
signal the end of the talks as far as
they are concerned.

Dublin’s disgraceful disregard for
the Irish people’s national rights has
been presented as a means of gaining
concessions from unionists on future
structures for the Six Counties. But
this fallacy was exposed by Ian Pais-
ley’s address to the pmlimi‘nmy meet-
ing in the ‘Strand Three formation’. On
Articles Two and Three Paisley said:
“The prospect of amendments to Arti-
cles Two and Three is not a quid pro
quo to involvement in some future
package of

reement on the internal
rthern Ireland. Amend-
icles Two and Three must

tion for ill-gotten gains is the height of
lunacy.”

The Dublin delegation were aware
of this attitude before they entered the
talks but through total irresponsibility
they have put the articles on the table.

The sight of unionist leaders sitting
down with Dublin government minis-
ters has been hailed by media com-
mentators in Ireland and Britain alike
as “historic” — “a first in the past 70
years of Irish political life”. But what
has been largely ignored is the manner
in which Mayhew managed to get the
obstinate Paisley and Molyneaux to
the table. To achieve this he signalled
from early on that he would weigh the
talks heavily in their favour.

The Sunday Tines of 5 July reported
that Mayhew had “given private
assurances to the...unionists that if nec-
essary he will override SDLP objec-
tions and legislate for the future
government of Northern Ireland”.

The Sunday Times quoted from a
letter sent by Mayhew to Official
Unionist leader James Molyneaux the
previous Wednesday. In it Mayhew

MW BY ART
Mac EOIN

said:

“The government is ready to enter
Strand Two on the premise that any
new political institutions in Northern
Treland will be based on the structures
outlined in the sub-committee report
of 10 June, including those parts not
universally agreed, and to indicate that
for its part it would have no difficulty
in implementing them...

In that sub-committee report the
unionists and SDLP agreed that an 85
member Six-County Assembly should
be established but the SDLP entered
objections to every other section of the
report. The report is to all intents and
purposes a unionist document.

Commenting on the Mayhew letter
Sinn Féin’s Mitchel McLaughlin said
that it indicated Britain’s preparedness
to back unionist proposals for an inter-
nal structure, while Dublin govern-
ment willingness to weaken
unilaterally the South’s constitution,
clearly placed the unionists in a strong
position.

“The real agenda for the talks has
been set by Britain and is about
strengthening partition. The unionists
are now using that to their full advan-
tage,” McLaughlin said.

n the Mayhew process so far the
Dublin government’s slavish atti-
tude towards the British and their

® Mayhew — assured unionists he will override SDLP objections

Orange surrogates has been exceeded
only by its arrogance towards the Irish
people. Albert Reynolds has absolutely
no right to put Articles Two and Three
on the agenda. The Irish people’s
demand for national unity cannot be
arbitrarily bartered in this fashion. It is
the Dublin government’s responsibili-
ty at any talks to represent and express
the demands and aspirations of the
people of the 26 Counties who elected
them and to pursue the path of estab-
lishing an Irish national democracy.

The onus is on Reynolds and his
delegation to persuade the British gov-
ernment that the partition of Ireland
has been a disastrous failure and to try
and persuade the unionist participants
of the benefits of Irish reunification.
Anything less than this is to abdicate
their obvious responsibility. But to act
as recklessly as they have done so far
is nothing short of national betrayal.

To hear Ian Paisley rant about
thieves is to hear logic turned on its
head. The thief in the Six-County
equation is Britain which partitioned
Ireland against its people’s wishes, cre-
ated an undemocratic sectarian state
and has visited decades of war and
suffering on the Irish people. Bellicose
bigots like Ian Paisley are thieves also.
Through their sectarian prejudice and
discrimination they have, over the past
70 years, stolen from Northern nation-
alists the right to work, to decent hous-
ing, to equality and the right to a
peaceful existence.

I is Britain’s “ill-gotten gains”— the
six occupied counties which must be
returned to the democratic control of
the Irish people. This is the only solu-
tion which will bring peace. But
Dublin will not articulate this position
at the talks and the only political party

which resolutely defends this position
has been excluded.

Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
announced on Tuesday 7 July that he
had written to Ninian Stephen, the
Australian Chair of Strand Two. He
said afterwards:

“The unionist leaderships have
been given an assurance by Sir Patrick
Mahew that the union will not be jeop-
ardised by the current talks process;
this allied to the public statement that
the British objective in the process is to
reestablish an elected administration at
Stormont, is the main reason why
unionists are satisfied despite DUP
unease to be involved in this phase of
the talks.

“Media manipulation and censor-
ship by the British and the exclusion of
Sinn Féin have conspired to keep the
content of the talks secret and tilted in
favour of the British.

“This is not in the interests of any
section of the Irish people.

“It also appears that the British
government will use the EC presiden-
cy and Dublin’s economic dependency
on EC finances to pressurise Dublin
into adopting a more compliant atti-
tude.

“The Dublin government and the
SDLP gave a commitment to seek a
change in the Government of Ireland
Act. This needs to be pursued by them.

“I have written to Ninian Stephen
and sent him a copy of Sinn Féin’s
Towards a Lasting Peace document. In
the course of this letter I have pointed
out to him that partition is not a solu-
tion, that it is undemocratic. I have
questioned the British government’s
commitment to finding a democratic
solution to the conflict. I have urged
Ninian Stephen not to ignore the
republican position.”

Fusco appeal begins

MEMBERS of the Dublin Anti-Extradition Committee picketed
Leinster House on Wednesday 8 July to protest at the Dublin gov-
ernment’s continuing insistence on handing over its citizens to

face British injustice.

e picket had a dual function of
nui)licnsing the High Court Appeal
of current extradition victim, Angelo
Fusco. Fusco, currently free on bail and
living with his family in Tralee, is
appealing against a District Court
order that he should be extradited
back to the Six Counties. He escaped
from Crumlin Road Jail in 1981. He
was subsequently convicted in his
absence of killing a British army cap-
tain in an incident the previous year
when British soldiers attacked a house
which a group of republicans were
holding. Fusco has now spent eleven
years in jail, most of them in Portlaoise

Prison in the 26 Counties. Despite hav-
ing served so much time in prison, the
Dublin government remains commit-
ted to handing him over, despite his
claims that his actions were politically
motivated. In a statement issued on
Wednesday, Irish Anti-Extradition
pokesperson Nora Comiskey called
for Fusco’s extradition to be halted “on
the grounds that he has already served
the equivalent of a life sentence in
Portlaoise and that his offences were
politically motivated”,
The full appeal hearing of Fusco’s
case begins today (Thursday) and is
expected to continue on Friday.

Lo

@ Dublin Anti-Extradition Committee highlighted the case of Belfastman Angelo Fusco by staging a picket on Lei;\-
ster House during Mary Robinson's first speech to the Oireachtas
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Troops terrorise
70-year-old

THE HARASSMENT and intimidation of people living in the
border area by members of the British occupation forces is exten-
sive and ongoing but many local people are deterred from publi-
cising individual acts of intimidation inflicted against them for
fear of further such treatment by the British army or RUC.

any of those in the 26 Counties

who have been at the receiving
end of attacks by the crown forces in
border areas may also feel that to draw
attention to such treatment will target
them for the attention of the political
police in the 26 Counties, casting a
cloud of suspicion upon them and
leading to further harassment.

However one woman who was
recently terrorised by British soldiers
on the Monaghan/Tyrone border has
refused to stay silent and outlined her
ordeal at a press conference in her
Monaghan home during the week.

Monaghan woman Brigid Low
lived in Oxford, England for 40 years
and is married to Bill Low, an English-
man. They have been living in retire-
ment in Monaghan for the past ten
years.

Each fortnight Brigid Low, a
sprightly 70-year-old from Killybreen,
near Emyvale visits her cousins, the
McKenna family, at Altadavin, Augh-
er, County Tyrone. To do this she is
forced to negotiate the huge craters
and mounds of earth created by the
British army’s destruction of the bor-
der-crossing at Greagh, leaving her car

® BRIAN McKENNA

on the Monaghan side of the border
while she makes the short but arduous
300-yard journey.

On Wednesday, 1 July at 1.20pm
Brigid Low set out to make her usual
visit to the McKennas with the inten-
tion of proceeding to Clogher Residen-
tial Home to visit her sick aunt. While
making her away across the mounds
of earth and the craters a British sol-
dier in camouflage gear and blackened
face emerged from behind some rocks
pointing a gun in her direction. He
challenged Brigid saying, “You have
crossed into Northern Ireland”. Anoth-
er soldier then appeared and they
stopped and questioned her. Brigid
told them where she was going,
explaining that to travel by the Augh-
nacloy British army checkpoint would
mean a detour of 15 miles, and added
that she was in a hurry to visit her rel-
atives and walked on. The soldiers
chased her and catching up, one put a
hand across her face.

rigid Low eventually reached the
McKenna’s home, and on hearing
the commotion, John McKenna came
out and challenged the soldiers as to

¢ is cousin
what they were doing l:(l)\ch;\ousc the
When Brigid went into * whi
soldier in charge Q( the p1ll shoute
numbered about eight int 04 Soldiers
“this house is under SIPS:"'“"J“

then took up pnsnmr:s“-‘e S indows
house poinling guns a

and doors. . ried to

At one stage the fr":o"“l'r'i' :\uuse ®
send a child to a _ncllgh‘ e soldiers
phone the RUC, bu including
announced that anyone, ould be
children, who left the house ¥
detained.

In the two hours t
of the frightened child
became violently ill an
Brigid Low collapsed, we:
her experience.

Evgntually an RUC patrooncf :;;I"
cars arrived at the scene. AnR e
cer advised that Brigid hﬂd brol Be'tish
Jaw and remonstrated with the Bri

ier in charge.
sok}:‘c l;|ler owngwords Brigid Low sa}’f
that she was “taken hostage at guln'
point and kept under house a;’reshex-
She eventually proceeded to Clog 5
that day with the McKennas ém‘-
checked in with a doctor there- He no!
ed that Brigid’s blood pressure was UtP
and gave her an injection and tablets to
calm her nerves. Brigid and the
McKennas then visited the RUC bar-
racks in Clogher where an official com-
plaint about the incident on the border
was made. RUC Superintendent Harp-
er commented that “these young ’l,wys
are not familiar with that area”, to
which Brigid responded:

"Thcsg younl; boys should not be
in control of sub-machine guns, point-
ing them at innocent women and
children o

Harper undertook to convey Brngld
Low’s complaint to the C ding
Officer of the British Army’s First
Staffordshire Regiment, based at
Clogher.

“I was terrified” Brigid commented
on the incident. She has since written
complaints to the Chief Constable of
the RUC in Belfast, Dublin Foreign
Affairs Minister David Andrews and
British Cabinet Minister Michael Hes-
eltine who was the Lows’ local MP for
many years when they lived in Oxford.

Sinn Féin Councillor Brian McKen-
na, in whose area Brigid Low resides,
has strongly condemned the actions of
the British forces. McKenna stated that
the incident showed the “total disre-
gard for local people on both sides of
the border held by members of the
crown forces of occupation in our
country”. Councillor McKenna has
indicated that he intends to support
Brigid Low’s submissions to the chan-
nels open to her in the 26 Counties and
will, if the opportunity is afforded
him, have the matter addressed by
Monaghan County Council in the com-
ing weeks.

hat followed one
ren in the house
d vomited, and
akened by

n June 1991, Burke and a man who
had been singled out for refusing to
pay the charges, were fined. Burke
refused to pay and subsequently
received a visit from the sheriff, who
was empowered to confiscate property
in lieu of the unpaid fine.
Burke was, not surprisingly, unwill-
ing to admit the sheriff, but a piece of

Jailed for daring
to protest

MAIRE BURKE of Cork City’s Householders Against Service
Charges Committee is today in Limerick Prison, the result of
her determined refusal to pay service charges.

paper was waved in her face and she
was told that they were authorised to
enter and take her furniture, According
to Burke, she was then grabbed by a
Garda, had her arm twisted and was
locked in a room of her own house
while her goods were seized.

She later complained about the inci-
dent, but, following a local investiga-

—
tion, she was summonsed for assaulting

a Garda. She was found guilty and
ordered to pay a fine of £50, plus £45
expenses for the Garda and his witness.
Burke stuck to her guns and refused to
pay these fines also.

On Monday morning last she was
arrested at her home and taken to
Limerick Prison, to serve seven days
for non-payment of the fine. On
Thursday evening, 9 July, a protest
1‘)rganised by Householders Agail\s;
b?rvice Charges, will be held outside
Limerick Prison in support of Maire
Burke’s brave stand. This latest inci-
dent follows the issuing late last
month of 150 ten-day notices to
householders in Cork city by City
Hall (hre.\tumng imprisunment h)
non-payment. Cork Sinp Féin h:lr
reiterated its support for Maire By, ks
.u.\d all those fighting against this s
hibitive form of double taxation, R
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British set up ey

war executive
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FoNeE wn boss and
of its own, with its Owas SIS
staff,” Brogkeho‘;:;ﬁ: ¥ (hequuse of
saying during 2 wal of the Prevention
Lords on Fhe e Giving an insight
of Terrorism Act. e

f ili ntacts he aske

into e mll‘lill:vrey::t go back to the cen-
tre o?}(]}?: fight against l('m)rlsrnf‘llr\sﬂ;\)ef
Province? Regarding access to ll i,ﬂs
the intelligence services, nan}\\e );Ameé
the RUC and Brdilish arlr:\\}":}:o:)se h'l\'t;
olocated, so what 21 e
?l:zyn;(itcof collecli\:jely kl;\?wmg every=
i at they are doings: ;
lhlnvz\;/}:};:thz,keborough was de_stnb}
ing at Westminster was a reflechon_ ov
the (\gc-old British tactic of leak|.n3,
selective pieces on future _s_ecll“'l_‘.‘}’
developments’ to mxs.ted political fig-
ures from their establishment. And as
he was speaking the new f.our‘slmng
Provincial Executive Committee (PEC)
was coming on stream under the con-
trol of RUC Deputy Chief Constable

(Operations) Blair Wallace. ;

As reported three weeks ago in
AP/RN Wallace is the person who has
been brought in to coordinate the
crown forces’ operations. In what was
described by Whitehall officials as a
top-level overhaul of the command
structure of security operations Wal-
lace took over the newly created post
last week. He will chair the PEC which
has full authority over all operational
policy, including intelligence gather-
ing, and what was described as
“potential threat assessment”’.

Other members of the PEC are,
Major General Ian Freer, British army,
Michael McAtamney, Head of the RUC
Special Branch and Stormont Castle’s
designated intelligence coordinator, a
senior MI5 officer. The inclusion of a
senior MIS5 officer is a sign of the oper-
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forces ,

by the British, is the j;
of the IRA to moy
attacks against British
Six Counties. CT0SS the
The PEC structyre has
interesting ancestry, with the
first being implem
against resistance Nag il
1950s. A link here i ;:,'t‘ll‘:an the
Frank Kitson. His ‘counter-ing,
cy theories’, were behing ur:sm_
British “terror initiative” used Svery
land from 1969 onwards, K"i“{h
served as a junior officer in Ma,:on
where it is acknowledggd the:“
“counter-insurgency” theories w:'
first developed. %
To {lghl the PEC’s war on the
ground, it was also learned that the
British army is to stay at its reinforceg
level for the foreseeable future, Theee
additional troops, flown in earlier this
year, have enabled British army com-
manders to deploy more patrols
throughout the Six Counties. It coulg
be said that this is in response to the
recent British army assessment of the
IRA’s strength. According to leaks ta
the Press Association, “it is stronger
than ever, more dedicated, and a much
more secure ‘terrorist’ organisation
than at any time in the campaign”.
However, it would be equally valid
to see PEC as part of the British polit-
cal strategy whereby Britain, inan
effort to keep the republican struggle
under pressure would use an M5
coordinated military approach ll}\-s
giving their talks initiative breathing
space.
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Waterford threatened with
jobs disaster

{:} BERT RF_YN(“ DS ruled out any state purchase of the
aterford C rystal company while on a visit to the city on

Mundd_\', 6 July.

Unmn representatives at Waterford

were informed last weekend that
the company intends to do away with
another 500 jobs before the end of the
year and introduce pay cuts of 25%
There is a further threat that if these
measures don’t raise profits to a level
acceptable to management, a total
shutdown of the Waterford plant in
favour of cheaper manufacturing costs
abroad is on the cards.

The unions have pledged to fight
lhc.mh cuts tooth and nail and a dele-
gation of workers met Labour Minister
Brian Cowen in Dublin on Monday, 6
l}ll)’. According to ATGWU official
]mm\y Kclly, they intend to hold a fol-
low up meeting with Albert Reynolds.

Kelly said that any further job cuts

would eventually lead to the closure of
the plant in favour of the glass being
made abroad while exploiting the
Waterford brand name.

“Waterford Glass is a national
resource and it’s up to the government
to see that it stays,” said Kelly. Howev-
er Albert Reynolds’ comments in
Waterford do not augur well for the
future — he said that nationalisation
was “not a realistic remedy”.

The latest jobs threat comes on top
of 1,200 redundancies in 1987 and a
bitter 14-week strike in 1990. There
have been 300 more redundancies over

position when the company releases a
breakdown of the proposed new
redundancies sometime next week.

Jimmy Kelly has pointed out that
Waterford Crystal workers contributed
£200 million to the 26-County Exche-
quer in tax and PRSI over the pa
years. “Now the country is pay
unemployment benefit to many of
those people who aren’t returning
money to government funds.

“It makes more sense economically
for the government to take over Water-
ford Glass than to add 2,000 more
workers to the 300,000 already unem-
ployed,” he said.

Waterford Crystal was at one time
one of the largest employers in the 26
Counties, employing 3,500 people in
the mid-'80s.

Sinn Féin has demanded govern-
ment intervention to save Waterford
Crystal and said that a shutdown of
the plant would have “devastating

the past 18 months on less favourable
terms than those in 1987.

A mass meeting of Waterford Crys-
tal workers is planned to consider their

s for the people of Water-

]!

Noel Ryan of Waterford Sinn Féin
said:
“The government cannot sit back

® 26-County Industry and Commerce Minister Des O’Malley who ruled out
state intervention to save jobs at Waterford Crystal

and allow a number of individuals
hijack a national resource. It would be
criminal neglect to allow the Waterford
name be used in another country
because the management favours
cheaper production costs.

Des O’Malley is on record as having
ruled out state intervention because
‘Morgan Stanley and other top direc-
tors would hardly welcome it". What
does this say regarding the govern-
ment’s priorities and their attitude
t ds Irish workers?”

“Industry and C e

AS THE ‘seasonally adjusted’

he Babygro factory in Cherry

Orchard, Dublin, famous in homes
throughout the country for its one-piece
baby clothes, is to close on 1 August
The reason given by management for
the impending closure was a lack of
new orders and poor trading in Britain
The workers’ union, SIPTU, has urged
the management to go back to the

More factories shu

H BY LIAM O COILEAIN

official unemployment figures for
June rose by a full 6,300 and Dublin’s Minister for Social Wel-
fare threatened cuts in social welfare payments, another 113
Dublin factory workers were coming to terms with the loss of
their jobs and 40 workers in Mayo faced an uncertain future, as
a liquidator was appointed to their plant.

British parent company, RH Lowe Plc, to
try to reverse the decision

Meanwhile, in Belmullet, County
Mayo, the Atlantic Rubber Teoranta
plant has been put into liquidation.
The 40 workers” hopes now seem to
lie with Udaras na Gaeltachta, which
says it is confident of finding a
replacement industry.

as jobless total soars

The twin announcements were both
made on Thursday 2 July. The following
day the 26-County government
announced its official unemployment
figures for June. Seasonally adjusted,
they show a net increase of 6,300, the
official amount of unemployed people
in the state now standing at 282,100. The
government tried to explain away its
abject failure at job creation by blaming
the sharp rise on a large influx of stu-
dents onto the live register. It admitted
also that efforts are continuing to mas-
sage the figures by moving people off
dole queues and into training and edu-
cational schemes.

The Irish National Organisation
for the Unemployed, commenting on

the new figures, said that they “must
shock this government and Irish
employers out of their blithe compla-
cency”. The organisation called for an
immediate government green paper to
outline a strategy to eliminate unem-
ployment. According to INOU Gener-
al Secretary Mike Allen:

“This huge increase shows that no
matter how they fiddle the figures the
reality just won’t go away. Govern-
ment policy is now a closely woven
fabric of utter failure; they have reject-
ed the National Forum on Unemploy-
ment, the ‘all-party” committee on jobs
excludes the major opposition party,
the major government initiative this
year — the job training scheme — has

only created 18 places, and now even
statistical tricks won’t come off!”

Allen also criticised the Social
Welfare Minister, Charlie McCreevy,
who on Friday threatened social
welfare cuts if unemployment fig-
ures did not improve. “These com-
ments hit a new low in blaming the
unemployed for being unemployed,
he said. “If the minister wants to
find the people who can do some-
thing about reducing unemploy-
ment he need go no further than the
cabinet table. Charlie McCreevy is
still speaking like a member of the
opposition and doesn’t seem to
realise that the answers are in his
own hands.”

4

Crumlin, Dublin

® Local resident and Sinn Féin activist Martina Gibney addressing local people at the threatened pedestrian bridge in

A bridge too far

CRUMLIN RESIDENTS have cried “a bridge too far” after a
threat to remove a bridge which is a vital link to their communi-
ty. Democratic Left TD Eric Byrne urged Dublin Corporation to
carry out a study on the pros and cons of removing the bridge
but residents have expressed their opposition to any proposal to

take away the bridge.

here is anger about lack of local

consultation on the issue. As the
controversy came to light this week
older residents recalled that the bridge
was originally erected after a cam-
paign in the 1960s. The bridge crosses
the River Poddle and links Bangor
Road and St Martin'’s Park.

The bridge is used extensively by
local residents including children
going to Harold’s Cross National
School and Scoil Moll6ga. Elderly peo-
ple also use the bridge to get to Mount
Argus Community Hall. Access to bus
routes and other facilities would be
made more difficult if the bridge were
removed.

Reflecting local disquiet Crumlin
Sinn Féin have canvassed opinion in
the area and have collected a door-to-
door petition which shows over-
whelming opposition to any proposal
to remove the bridge. A public meet-
ing on the issue has been organised in
the Community Hall, Cashel Road at

Y

® Eric Byrne TD — lost touch

8pm on Thursday 16 July.

Local resident and Sinn Féin
activist Martina Gibney said

““People should have been
informed before any proposal like
this was even raised. They are
wondering where it came from or
who could benefit from the bridge
being taken down. This is what
happens when elected represen-
tatives lose touch with local
opinion.”
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B The sickening depths
of Britain's war

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, and not just in Ireland, the most
reviled of individuals, recalled with universal contempt, are those
who would knowingly betray their friends. There are few
episodes more chilling than finding out that somebody regarded
as a comrade is an informer, and has been responsible for who
knows how many arrests and killings.

ast week’s execution of three such men by the Irish Republican

Army was almost universally presented by the media as a gruesome,
inexplicable act. Even so, some sections were honest enough to declare,
even as they played the incident for maximum publicity value, that they
had no sympathies for those killed. Their reasoning was that the three
were members of the IRA and they had died in a sordid internal feud.

But what the media preferred not to concentrate on was the truly sor-
did aspect of the activities of Gregory Burns, Aidan Starrs and John Dig-
nam. They gave the particularly brutal murder of Margaret Perry little
attention, preferring to engage in some politically acceptable IRA-bash-
ing. Neither did they emphasise that all three operated with the full
knowledge of British intelligence. Gregory Burns’ handlers knew of the
attempts of the three to kill Margaret Perry, rather than risk her telling
the IRA of their racketeering activities.

All three were already under suspension from the IRA when they
murdered Perry. Burns” handlers knew of Perry’s murder. The RUC Spe-
cial Branch also became aware of her murder shortly after, when first
Dignam, and then Starrs, confessed and, rather than face prosecution,
also chose to become informers. The IRA’s detailed statement on the
activities of all three has not been challenged by any section of the
crown forces, who have refused to comment.

The saga dates back to the recruiting of Gregory Burns in 1979. His
handlers told him that his information had not led to his brother Sean’s
death in a 1982 shoot-to-kill incident, but even if this were true, how
many other Volunteers did he put in danger, send to their deaths or
cause to be arrested? The hidden agenda of the faceless controllers of
British intelligence was amply demonstrated when John Stalker’s inves-
tigation into the whole covert shoot-to-kill affair was effectively silenced
before he could reveal anything of their dirty war.

he fact that MI5 and the RUC Special Branch both chose to ignore

the killing of Margaret Perry, and allowed her family to suffer the
agony of not knowing what had happened to her for a year until the
IRA eventually uncovered the truth, is indicative of the reasoning of the
crown’s intelligence community.

These handlers had no time for any of those who worked for them or
anybody unfortunate enough to get caught in the middle (as Perry was).
At the end of the day there are no depths to which these self-styled hon-
est brokers in Ireland will stoop to protect their perceived interests.

If the media can learn anything from this affair, it could pay more
heed to the daily complaints made by people who have been taken into
custody of attempts to intimidate or bribe them into signing confessions
or giving information. People would be less intimidated in custody if
their interrogators were not so all-powerful, subject to the intense scruti-
ny and media investigation which should be the case.

Informers are the most wretched of people. They betray their natural
friends and allies while relying for their very lives on faceless controllers
who have nothing but contempt for them. To choose this path is to never
have a relaxed waking moment again. The threat of beinyg exposed is
ever present. Paid treachery is a lonely, dangerous and ultimately fatal
path. '

® Gregory Bu
1987 when he al
’ e

informers

WHEN the Ma

John Stalker came to Ireland in 1984 h

nchester Assistant Chief Constable

e was hindered

by the RUC and British military intelligence from

conducting an investiga

tion which would reveal parts

of the truth behind the RUC’s shoot—Fo-kill policy as
witnessed in particular in Armagh in 1982.. It was
stated at the time that his enquiry was hindered
because British intelligence sought to protect one or

more of their agents.

ith the arrest and subse-
unenl execution by the
IRA of three North Armagh
men last week it can be
assumed that the IRA now has
knowledge of who set the three
IRA Volunteers up to be assassi-
nated by the RUC’s E4A.

The following article is the
result of a press briefing given
by a spokesperson for the IRA
to a number of journalists as
well as AP/RN. It gives a
detailed account of the involve-
ment of the three men who
were executed last week, how
and when they were recruited,
their contacts and meetings and
the type of information they
passed on to the crown forces.
It also details the killing of Por-
tadown woman, Margaret Per-
ry, and how the three returned
to her grave and smashed her
skull with lump hammers.

According to the IRA “the
three men were arrested only
after the IRA had completed
extensive enquiries and in the
course of courts martial the three
mnfl:' Sull confessions of their
activities iurlmlins their part in
the disappearance and brutal
murder of Portadown woman
Margaret Perry”,

During the l\riefing,
spokesperson beg,
Butna, whe s da L LEC"
g . as described as

recruited by MIS and handled b
British Military Intelligence”. Y
wle Sence”, The
:}1t)ke§pef$(\l\ said that at the
time of Burns’ recruitment

Hen, and was initiall
told to infiltrate Sinn Féin 4
the anti-H-Bloc o aad
1 €K campaip

Througho s SR

1 shout this period ang up
until his arres by the IRA he

the
an by outlin-

as an

was paid a monthly sum of
£200 plus regular payments of
between £100 and £300 for spe-
cific pieces of information.

The IRA spokesperson con-
tinued:

““Burns had four permanent
military intelligence handlers
code-named. Neil, Nick, Geoff and
Sue and one MI5 overseer named
Frank. He was trained in photog-
raphy, counter-surveillance and
dead-letter drops [leaving mes-
sages in designated places] in
special military intelligence com-
pounds inside British army bases
at Lisburn, Belfast as well as in
counties Tyrone and Armagh. He
was also escorted into towns like
Banbridge and Dromore and
shown how to identify pick-up
drops. His permanent phone con-
tact was through a Sive-digit num-
ber with a Newry code”,

According to the IRA
spokesperson, when Burns
wanted a face-to-face meeting
with one of his handlers he
would phone the number given
and introduce himself as G
and ask for Neil sayin
to see you”. He would then
hm\s up and phone the number
Again 48 hours later. He
then be given Instructions as to
where he was to be contacted.
‘l‘l\‘\[’:::::\lr \ meeting for his

% B Was arranged, “MI5
personnel would qrripe in four to
A
e B e L\:fun: pick-
\ § Burns up”, Once picked u

e would be taken into speci p
military intel); Siecal
: elligence com-

ptj:mds N one of four British
;‘:l:tl‘r:‘\ éh\s:es‘ These were in
S + Belfast and in <ounties
Armagh and T . =

A yrone:

On occasion he would be

reg
g “I need

would

y}:s‘ ;x! a press conference held in West By,
leged he had been abducted by British jyg,)

N

4
st iy
ligenc,

- 0 e
picked up in q Combe,
which was fitted out li o
office. At other times ;,ee $
brought to houses in Lisb"m
and in the Brmbridge and l’)lm.
niore areas.”

According to the IRA,
1979 until 1984 his brigy
to gather political intellj
on Sinn Féin and anti-H-Bloey
activists as well as workers i
the election Campaigns of
Kieran Doherty and Joe
McDonnell. He regularly pho-
tographed people at Marches
and meetings and identified
people from photographs for
his handlers.

In 1982 Burns moved to Por-
tadown (his home-town) ang
was given a similar brief, He
again passed on political intelf
gence but began feeding his
handlers regular information he
had gleaned on the movements
of IRA Volunteers ‘ncluding
those of his brother Sean Bums
and his comrades Gervaise
McKerr and Eugene Toman
who were to lose their lives in
an RUC shoot-to-kill ambushin
November that year.

Was

ommenting on the RUC

killing of Greg Burns'
brother, the IRA spokesperson
said that in the wake of the
shooting, Burns’ handlers,
afraid of losing their agent,
told Burns that they had
received information from
another source and he need
not blame himself for his
brother’s  death. The
Spokcspcrson went on to say
that, Aidan Starrs was also3
member of the unit in which
Burns’ brother Sein wa
attached and he was due o
accompany the three on the
night they were killed.

“Whatever the case,” the
spokesperson concluded,
“the RUC were quite aware
that the three Volunteers were
unarmed and they knew they
could easily have been arrest g
had that been intended. It 0
always intended that the thre
would be killed.”

Even though t
forces were respon>i®
Killing his brother Burms ¢ ]
ued to work as their agent RA
according to the o83 s
spokesperson, “itt early lm 5
handlers briefed him fora i
Europe. He was brought ‘Z'[n?"‘
terdam and given the brief ’,m'il}’-
trating the local Irish ..'f)mrl_l"H P
He was set up by B.nush ;\ir;l”'
gence with a job in Skipol Al
and introduced to a Dutch 1 et
al who would act as his uand

he crown

nsible fof
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Amsterdam.

“In 1984 he returned to Porta-
down and from then until 1987 he
resumed his previous brief. By
1987 he was told to infiltrate the
N.Mlh Armagh Brixad{" of the IRA
via a local man, Aidan Starrs.”

In an article by AP/RN last
week it was described how
agents are forced into a posi-
tion where they become
pyschologically dependant on
their handlers and begin to
regard them as ‘comrades’.
Outlining a similar scenario
the IRA spokesperson said
that in September 1987, Burns’
handlers told him he was
uf\dcr suspicion by the IRA;
his handlers concocted a stor\:
which they told him to use as
A means of raising himself
above suspicion.

.Rurm was told to contact a
priest and tell him he had been
abqucted by three men who he
h;heved were either British sol-
fhers or members of British
intelligence and pressured to
inform.

Burns did as he was told
and a press conference was
arranged for him so as to
enable him to publicise his
story. He sat at the press con-
ference and gave details as to
what was supposed to have
happened and what was said
to him. “They told me it
didn’t matter how long it took
me to get in with Sinn Féin,
even if it took a couple of
years...I was also told to stay
away from the UDR and RUC
— not to get into it with the
RUC. They were very definite
about that”.

By getting Burns to do this
British military intelligence con-
vinced him that they were
assisting in raising him above
suspicion and thus safeguard-
ing him from execution. At the
same time they were training
Burns in the construction of
weapons hides and he was told
to pass this to the IRA to fur-
b ure himself within the
on. Having succeeded
is, Burns was given the role
a quartermaster within the
IRA.

A(coxdmg to the IRA, in
his capacity as a quarter-
master Burns routinely pho-
tographed weapons and
dumps, noting serial numbers
and other identifying marks,
all of which he passed on to
his handlers.

The spokesperson contin-
ues:
“By 1989 Burns was closely
associated with two other IRA
Volunteers, Aidan Starrs and
John Dignam. The three together
were involved in corruption and
extortion. At this period Burns
began a relationship with a local
woman, Margaret Perry.

"By late 1990 all three were
suspended pending full investi-
Qations into allegations of cor-
ruption. In March 1991 Starrs
and Burns, fearing that Mar-
garet Perry was about to expose
them to the IRA, decided to kill
her. Burns kept his British han-
dlers informed and was advised
only to do nothing which could
compromise his cover. He ended
his relationship with Ms Perry
but zwas involved with Starrs in
@ number of aborted murder
attempts on her, all of which he
briefed his handlers about.”

In June 1991 Burns was in
Monaghan Hospital for treat-
ment and phoned Margaret
Perry saying he wished to see
her and asking her to contact
Aidan Starrs.

The IRA lini

their arrest by the IRA last week
Starrs and Dignam routinely
passed on to the RUC whatever
information they could glean
locally.

“Dignam was given the code-
name ‘Big Fella" and was given a
six-digit number for Portadown.
He was told to phone the number
and ask for ‘Marty’ after which
he was to hang up and phone
again 15 minutes later. The
number he was given was
332424

“His information to the RUC
led to the seizure of rifles from a
dump in Garvaghy Park and to
the RUC being able to build a
picture of the local IRA structure
as well as arrangements and
locations for IRA training camps.

“Starrs was handled by a
man codenamed ‘John’. His con-
tact was the same as Dignam’s,
through phonecalls to Portadown
RUC Barracks. His information
led to the seizure of quantities of

il and to the building
up of detailed profiles on republi-
cans in the North Armagh and
County Monaghan areas.”

According to the IRA

k on Starrs was fed

the killing of Margaret Perr;
said that “on the day of her dis-
appearance she took a train to
Dundalk and, as instructed by
Starrs, she met with him in a
local shopping centre. Starrs
then drove her to Sligo, plying
her with alcohol along the way.
At the forest near Mu”nghmo}c
he overpowered her, bound her
hands and gagged her mouth
with tape and proceeded to stran-
gle her with the cord from a set of
venetian blinds. He left to
retrieve a shovel from the car and
on return found Margaret Perry
struggling. He then beat her
around the head with the shovel
and buried her in a shallow
grave.”

hortly after the killing Dig-

nam was arrested by the
RUC over a series of assaults.
He broke down telling the
RUC of the murder and nam-
ing Starrs and Burns as his
accomplices. At this point he
was handed over to the RUC
Special Branch who recruited
him as an informer in return
for immunity over the Perry
killing. Within weeks Starrs
was arrested by the RUC and
recruited as an informer on
the same basis.

The IRA spokesperson said
that “from that point and until

P

information by his handlers on
the precise movements of top
loyalists, including Billy
Wright. He was also given a
detailed plan for the assassina-
tion of Wright and told to pass
this to the IRA. His handlers
believed that if the IRA were to
act on Starrs” information he
would become “all right in the
eyes of the IRA”. Indeed, his han-
dlers told him: “When the IRA kill
him [Wright] you'll be right in
there”.

Eight weeks ago Burns
began to panic over the Mar-
garet Perry killing and he
sought advice from his han-
dlers. They told him to frus-
trate any attempt at
identification. Burns and his
cohorts returned to Mullagh-
more to render identification
of Margaret Perry impossible.
They found her skull exposed
above ground and smashed it
with lump hammers. Burns as
always kept his handlers
informed of every gruesome
detail.

“This case, shocking as it is,
will serve once again to illustrate
the depths of depravity to which
British intelligence and the RUC
Special Branch will go to secure
information for their war against
the nationalist people” the
spokesperson concluded.

IRA denies torture

“The three executed made

Murder of
Margaret Perry

OUTLINING the background to the brutal murder
of Margaret Perry, a 26-year-old Portadown woman
who worked for the civil service, the IRA
spokesperson said that when Margaret Perry first
became involved in a relationship with Gregory
Burns she did not know he was a British intelli-
gence agent. But the relationship was to result in
her being brutally killed by one of Burns’ cohorts,
Aidan Starrs when they thought that she was about
to tell the IRA about their activities.

he spokesperson contin-

ued:

“Burns believed that Mar-
garet Perry was about to tell the
TRA that he was an agent and
he discussed with Starrs possi-
ble ways of killing her.

“Between the two of them
they hatched three different
plans to silence Margaret Perry
before as they thought, she went
to the IRA but on each of the
three occasions they went out to
kill her they abandoned their
attempt.”

The IRA said that on 21
June, while Burns was in
Monaghan hospital, he
phoned Margaret Perry and
arranged for her to come and
see him. He arranged that
she would be picked up by

Starrs in Dundalk from
where they would then trav-
el to Monaghan.

But Burns and Starrs had
arranged that Starrs would
take her away and kill her.
Starrs picked Ms Perry up at
the arranged location and
then drove her to a forest in
Mullaghmore, Sligo. He
overpowered her and bound
her with tape before stran-
gling her with cord from a
venetian blind.

The IRA spokesperson
said that Starrs believed the
woman to be dead and he
went back to the car to get a
shovel with which to bury
the woman. “When he
returned he found Ms Perry
alive and struggling. He then

set about beating her about the
head with a shovel until she was
dead. He then dug a shallow
grave and buried her.”

The next day Starrs along
with Dignam returned to the
scene of the murder as Starrs
had remembered he had left
the tape which he had used
to gag the woman and he
knew his fingerprints were
probably on the tape. Starrs
and Dignam then drove to
see Burns in the Monaghan
hospital and the three
laughed as Starrs recounted
how he had killed Margaret
Perry.

The IRA spokesperson
said that Gregory Burns told
them, in his admission, that
he had “informed his handlers
of each development and had
fold them that Margaret Perry
Jad been murdered by Starrs”.
When a Sunday newspaper
covered the story months
after her disappearance and
reported that North Armagh
republicans were responsible
for her death Burns again
made contact with his han-
dlers and was told “fo frus-
trate any possible identification
of the woman's body”.

“The three then returned to
the grave in Mullaghmore with
the intention of cutting the
woman’s fingers off and smash-
ing her teeth. When they got to
the grave the head was above
ground and they decided to
smash the skull. This they duly
did with lump-hammers.”

voluntary admissions of their
roles as agents and of their
involvement in the killing of
Margaret Perry.

allegations

THE IRA denied that the three executed inform-
ers had been ill-treated in their custody:

“We are confident that as
the full facts continue to
emerge no one will be left in
any doubt about the role of
MI5 and the RUC Special
Branch,

“Contrary to allegations  forensic evidence which might
that the three executed on  have compromised our Volun-
Wednesday night 1 July, were  teers.
ill-treated or tortured, we can “The IRA has a strict poli-
state categorically that this is cy, scrupulously monitored to
untrue. The visible marks on  ensure that those detained by it
the bodies were caused as a  are not ill-treated. {
result of the execution “We are very conscious of

“The reason for the three  the fact that ill-treatment can
being naked was to minimise  lead to a distortion of the truth

“Despite clear efforts by
them to confuse the s amid
limit the damage to them
caused by these revelations, the
evidence against them is over-
whelhning.”

iss

’ Margaret Perry — British intelligen.
instructed Burns “to frustrate any possible identification of her body”

were informed of all attempts to murder her and they
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YOU OPEN THE NEWSPAPER, scan the headlines, focusing
briefly perhaps on the photos and accompanying captions,
reading all or maybe just selective parts. For most Irish
adults this is a daily practice. Newspapers have a position of
pre-eminence in political society. They play a crucial role in
the creation of accessible information, reporting news which
can influence and at times generate political opinion. Head-
lines, photographs and stories can create and become history.

t is this opinion-forming power of
Ithe print media that makes it an
integral part of political campaigns
and elections. The presence of the
media has changed how politicians
and lobby groups act. With a literate
public, political meetings off the
back of a truck have become a thing
of the past. Instead we have press
conferences and photo-opportuni-
ties all tailored to the demands of
television schedules and print dead-
lines. Obtaining media coverage is
as important a political act as organ-
ising a political meeting or canvass-
ing a vote.

Newspapers changed forever on
17 January 1991. The US-led coali-
tion forces began their carpet bomb-
ing of Iraq. People turned towards
their televisions for information and
reports from Baghdad, from
Dhahran, Jerusalem. Effortlessly the
storyline moved from location to

location. Newspapers had to adapt
to this changed environment as 24-
hour TV news showed a new
dimension of accessibility to infor-
mation.

Changes in technology gave
the papers a means to expand
their role, Computer technology
gave flexibility to layout and pre-
sentation, Papers could also print
pictures to a high quality, generat-
ing intricate maps, Unlike radio or
television bulletins, newspapers
are not instantly disposable, their
approach to and treatment of
news is considerably different
from other media,

Daily papers in Britain and Ire-
land took advantage of the
unprecedented public interest in
the Gulf War to solidify the
changes in their news coverage
and presentation

Overnight we as readers, hungry
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for information about a ‘modern’
war adjusted effortlessly to endless
coverage of the Gulf War, running
at times to seven or eight pages.
Papers produced logos that adorned
the top of each page. The [rish Times
ran hour by hour summaries of the
previous day on its front page. The
front page stories would provide a
lead into the rest of the paper. There
was no end to what could be consid-
ered news, papers even reported
and analysed the television cover-
age of the war, comparing the meth-
ods of differing TV stations.
Interspersed would be the adver-
tisements. Circulation increased for
the duration of the US-led invasion
of Iraq. Ultimately circulation dictat-
ed this process,

he Gulf War was only a bench-

mark in a process which has
been underway for many years
However, it meant that if a such a
comparable event were to happen
closer to home, there was precedent
for such blanket coverage which
had only previously been seen in
the aftermath of an election cam-
paign.

In the months after the Gulf War,
the print media did not stop the ball
rolling. They had created a new role
for themselves and searched for
events to fill it,
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The timid Dublin media
searched for such stories. The eco-
nomic decline of the 26-County
economy merited some coverage
but it would not hold the public
attention. The Gulf War had all the
elements of drama; an initial cata-
lyst, a series of day to day events
and a categorical conclusion. Daily
coverage on the 26-County econom-
ic malaise merited column inches
but not the pages that the Gulf War
got.

In August 1991, the Sunday
Independent published a story that
had been whispered in journalistic
circles for almost three months; the
directors of the newly privatised
state sugar company, Greencore,
!md allegedly defrauded the state.
The media machine moved into
gear; logos, page upon page of cov-
erage. We got backgrounds, histo-
ries, reaction, allegation and counter
allegation

The ink was barely dry when the
Dublin media released th

d their second
blockbuster, a story

that had spent
.!hnml A year under wraps; Michael
Smurfit, feted industrialist had
abused his position
Telecom to buy, sell
erty of which }
Telecom,

as director of
and lease prop-
h he was part owner to

These media events

£ are not con-
fined to the

political strata. Ben

Junc =
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Dunne, Bishop Casey and ’Prih

Diana have generated volumes of
news coverage. The 26-County Syp,.
day papers killed acres of trees tq 20
colour on the “crisis at the palace”
Concurrent with all this the voters
of the 26 Counties were preparing to
vote in the Maastricht referendum

At first the referendum did noy
seem to merit page upon page of
attention. In the run up to the Maas.
tricht summit in December 1997
daily papers printed guides angd
some limited analysis on what was
being decided. The summit came
and went, no date was set for the
referendum, it was considered by
the media in the wake of the 1937
Single European Act vote to b
mere formality. In fact in Janua
1992 few 26-County citizens v
aware that there would be a re;
dum on European union

The case of girl ‘X', a pregnant
14-year-old, allegedly raped and
seeking an abortion in Britain gave
the Maastricht story new life as the
Dublin government had inserted a
pro!oco] in the treaty guarameemg
that the prohibition on abortion in
the 26 Counties would be main-
tained after political union. The
media cleared their diaries for Gulf
War Irish style.

THE MAASTRICHT

CAMPAIGN

The weeks running up to the 18
June vote saw a Dublin media in top
gear, offering page to page coverage
of the Maastricht campaign. Surely
this must be in the public interest,
the debate could take place through
the print media. However, a closer
look at the Maastricht coverage i
the Irish Press, Irish Times and Irish
Independent shows that this was not
the case

The launch of the Fianna Fail/
Progressive Democrat White Paper
on Maastricht, the Danish referen-
dum result, the week 8 to 12 June,
the day before the vote 17 June, and
the day after the count 20 June are
the key dates that give a picture of
media treatment of the campaign

Coverage of the campaign can be
divided into three story types. First
of all there was the principle news
event coverage of the White Paper
launch, the Bishops’ statement, the
Danish result, of press conferences
etc. This was followed by analysis
and interpretation of the campaign
events and the people involved. For
this papers used their own journal-
ists but most augmented this with
guest columnists. There were stories
outlining elements of the Treaty and
what it might mean but these stories
were very much in the minority.

The first question must be how
do you ensure fair coverage in a
debate like this? Is fair coverage an
issue at all? Nobody asked Saddam
Hussein what he t}‘mughl of media
coverage of the “mother of all
wars”. However for George Bush,
media coverage of the Gulf was an
essential element in his war against
Saddam,

The referendum presented vot-
ers with a straight decision ‘yes’ or
no”. There were pro and anti-Maas-
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MEDIA MANIPULATION

IRISH PRESS, " S

THE IRISH TIMES, ruesaay, sune 9, 1992

THE MAASTRICHT TREATY:

@ Member Of ghe press at the launch of the 26-County government’s White Paper on Maastricht on 23 April which was to set the tone for press

S o '

COVerage of the yeferendum campaign

Ppapers allocated coverage on the

basis that the big Leinster House
parties were in favour of 2 yes vote
and so their views dominated. Most
of all editorial bias tpwards the Yes
campaign dictated the nature of the
coverage.

One journalist intimated to me at
a press conference that his editor's
coverage criteria was the opinion
poll results and the No campaign
would receive coverage roughly
equal to the poll performance of No
voters. How this editor proposed to
deal with the undecided voters is 2
mystery.

WHITE PAPER LAUNCH —

SETTING THE AGENDA

On Thursday aftemoon 24 April
the press corps amed into
Dublin Castle to witness the FF/PD
launch of their White Paper

It was clear that the government
wanted to emphasise four issues,
One; that the referendum was “not
about abortion”. TWo, that neutrali-
ty was not an issue. Th‘xﬁe; that £6
billion lay at the end of the rainbow,
Four; there is no 01§ back. On the
same day s the WhilPaper ayncy
the National Platform launched 2
pamphlet called Masstricht —p,
Economic Pir[tzl{s. '

The headlines © the next day
showed a remarkablesuccess for the
Dublin gove!nm;"'{:genda The
Irish lndrp:ndrn' l“«hr:y told us
that ~“EC Treaty “’:‘ it's now or
.ver’’. The Irish Press 1ed wipp

from the Previoys 4,y
$}c\iysn:i:;linf had e accom o
i trap ZINIT Surance on
e stion il"i‘“"c'md”S - The Irish
s led with “En¢ L0 injunctiong
A 4 with 2 SU3p “Abortion
s opeMing of campaign

. The headlines a))

took elements from the Dublin gov-
ernment’s agenda.

Inside the papers there was
extensive coverage. The Independent
had 30 stories, of which only three
were anti-Maastricht. The Press had
13 stories, three of which were anti-
Maastricht. In the Times, 26 stories,
three anti-Maastricht.

The conclusions were that the
Reynolds won round one, his agen-
da was set for the campaign. The
Platform press conference was given
some coverage inside the Irish Times
with the headline “Hairshirts across
Europe if union enforced, say oppo-
sition group”. The Irish Independent
ignored the launch of the Platform
booklet to concentrate on “Govern-
ment ‘misusing’ public funds on
Treaty”. This was one of six stories
on that page, two pages into the
Maastricht coverage.

The Times and Irish Independent
found time to summarise the gov-
ernment White Paper and the Short
Guide to the Maastricht Treaty. No
such summary was offered of the
National Platform’s booklet.

The Independent did find time to
have an extensive piece on “Secret
societies: is there a hidden agenda?”’
This was not on the Maastricht cam-
paign pages but it referred directly
to the SPUC elements who were also

!
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campaigning against the Treaty.
This would be the theme for the
campaign with the media focusing
on the SPUC campaign as being rep-
resentative of the whole No cam-
paign.

DENMARK SAYS NO

46,000 votes in Denmark on 2
June, created a dream run-in for the
print media; just two weeks from
referendum day a new variable had
given new life to the Maastricht sto-
ry. “Denmark says No” in the Irish
Independent, one of three EC stories
on its front page, including “Doubts
raised on EC £6 billion. ““Danes” No
stuns EC” from the Press. “EC faces
constitutional crisis as Danes reject
Maastricht’” was the Irish Times
headline.

All of the papers had stories on
the boost that the Danish vote had
given the No campaign on the
Treaty. The Irish Independent howev-
er stuck to the government agenda,
coming out with four pages all titled
Maastricht — a new controversy”’.
Twenty-one stories. Five stories cov-
ered the No campaign. The paper
was content to keep the focus on
Denmark and the government, who
were “unmoved’’ and “‘pressing
ahead”’.

The No stories were headlined

“Unity to cut public sector” and
““Hearts and minds can change
now”. There was also a story about
the doubts raised on the promised
£6 billion. However, these were only
peppered among a range of stories.
Rarely in the coverage would two
No stories be laid out side by side.
Instead we had “Bad for EC, worse
for Denmark”, /10,000 jobs hanging
on Treaty’”, “Tell voters of cash
bonanza”.

At this stage in the campaign the
National Platform had published
another booklet which was not anal
ysed at all in the media. Sinn Féin
launched their campaign three days
after the Danish vote. However,
when the Irish Press finally men-
tioned the campaign launch of a
pamphlet five days after it hap-
pened they told their readers that it
happened “yesterday”’.

The print media were only pre-
pared to publish claim against
counter claim, favouring the Yes
side. When columnists took up the
issue they did so as individuals.
None of their papers considered the
obvious inconsistencies in the treaty.
Coverage of economic issues was
lost in among the mass of stories.
Instead the papers hid behind edu-
cational articles explaining the two
campaigns, but still refusing to
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DENMARK'S DECISION

IRISH

countenance their own critiques.
Without exception all editorials
urged a Yes vote.

A WEEK IN POLITICS

On Monday 8 June, the Maas-
tricht headline was the agreement
by Fianna Fail, Fine Gael, the Pro-
gressive Democrats and Labour to
unite on the Maastricht Treaty. The
Irish Independent kept this off the
front page, but it made the head-
lines in the other two.

The other Maastricht news of the
week was the problems that the
government were having securing
the promised £6 billion. Added to
this was the Reynolds decision to
use the powers of Section 31 of the
Broadcasting Act to commandeer
prime airtime for a broadcast by
himself two days before the referen-
dum.

The media were virtually silent
compared to previous coverage.
Only one page in the Irish Indepen-
dent and in the Times on Saturday 13
June. On 24 April we had got 30 sto-
ries to tell us about the promised £6
billion. Now it seems we need only
one to explain how a government
minister could monopolise media
time.

Once again the No campaign
did not make the front page of any
paper during the week, despite the
fact that all over the state No
groups were holding meetings,
canvassing and postering. All of
this escaped the Dublin media.

The only No group to appear
on the front page of any Dublin
newspaper throughout the cam-
paign was the so-called ‘pro-life’
campaign led by Fianna Fail Sena-
tor Des Hannafin.

THE DAY BEFORE

June 17 was the last day before
the referendum. The morning
papers carried extensive coverage of
Reynolds’ Section 31 broadcast the
night before. There was also cover-
age of an MRBI poll. Front page sto-
ries were divided between the
Reynolds broadcast, a press confer-
ence by the four pro-treaty parties
and the poll. “We’ll win 2:1 says
Albert” strapped with “Warning on
jobs threat by voting No”. The Times
had ““Maastricht is likely to be
endorsed by comfortable margin
poll finds”. In the Irish Independent
there were two stories “New poll
predicts big ‘yes’ vote to Treaty”

and “Taoiseach slams campaign of
myths and rumours”.

Inside the Times three stories on
the No campaign together, includ-
ing one on Des Hanafin.

Alongside this was a story head-
ed "“Ahern emphasises economic
consequences of No vote””. Ahern
was allowed to outline his points
and set the agenda as was Albert
Reynolds and to receive blanket,
uncritical coverage.

THE DAY AFTER

It would not be wrong to imply
that a more balanced campaign
could have swung the vote in
favour of No. The bias in the cover-
age and the insistence of the Dublin
government in attempting to manip-

ulate the media shows how desper-
ately they wanted ratification. The
interjections by Reynolds and his
cabinet deflected criticism away
from them onto the issues that the
government chose to fight the cam-
paign on.

The No campaign had no success
in agenda setting.

On 20 June, the Dublin print
media were able to wrap up their
stories, by covering the referendum
count. We got the constituency by
constituency figures. ““Yes, a million
times” was the [rish Press headline,
with the sub headline ““Europe
heaves a sigh of relief”’. The Times
headline was “Comprehensive “Yes’
vote heavy blow to anti-ahortion
lobby”. The media had their story
ending, a Yes majority and an anti-
abortion lobby gearing up for the
next referendum. The Times had
three stories side by side on page 5
“Guns greased for the next big bat-
tle”, “Anti-abortion group gearing
up for the autumn referendum”’,
““One-nil down, but still in the
game”. Nowhere in the campaign
was so much space given to the
National Platform.

The Dublin print media has now
moved onto other stories, back to
the beef tribunal, to the
Brooke/Mayhew talks. However
there are serious questions about the
methods they use to present the
news. The Maastricht campaign has
emphasised that the print media is
engaging in a campaign of filtering
the events that make up the political
society we live in. We want the
news, but what we read is only the
news they choose. S
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ightened members of the RUC
nds, neighbours and comrades of Volunteer Pete ™
Ryan as @ Celtic Cross was unveiled in his memory on Sunday

rounded the

3 2
1 full riot ger

HIS DREAM WAS FOR YOU

“IT must be very gratifying for Pete Ryan and to the members of
Oglaigh na hEireann to look round today and see armed, fright-
ened men in full riot uniform and carrying automatic rifles hav-

ing come here this afternoon because they are still frightened of

his legacy and his memory a year after his death.”

Be!fasx Sinn Féin Councillor Joe
Austin was speaking in the grave-
yard under the shadow of the historic

Old Cross of Ardboe and overlooking
the picturesque Lough Neagh shore at
the unveiling of a monument to IRA

e |

Volunteer Pete Ryan, killed along with
Volunteers Lawrence McNally and
Tony Doris in Coagh on 3 June last
year.

In a searing July sun hundreds of
Ryan’s neighbours, friends and com-
rades gathered in one of Ireland’s most
historic and tranquil spots to see the
Celtic Cross of black marble dedicated
to his memory unveiled by members

of his family. _

The scene of a community remem-
bering and honouring one of its own
was however interrupted by lines of
riot-clad RUC personnel along the
walls of the small graveyard, the click-
ing of safety catches on their rifles and
the staccato bursts of their radios.
Hedgerows for several fields around
bristled with camouflaged British sol-

diers and where the graveyard met the
waters of Lough Neagh two patrols
boats loaded with Royal Marine Com-
mandos and with forward mounted
machine-guns plied their way back
and forth during the ceremony.

The proceeding were chaired by
Ginn Féin Ard Chomhairle member
and Dungannon Councillor Francie
Molloy. He congratulated Tyrone
National Graves Association for the
trojan work they had done in erecting
this very fitting monument. The Last
Post was played as flags were lowered
to half mast before the Tyrone Roll of
Honour was read out.

He then introduced Joe Austin to
give the oration.

Austin referred to Ryan as a Volun-
teer, a son, a prisoner and an escapee:

““He was also a visionary, he was
someone who wanted peace and he
knew that to create the conditions for
peace this state, which has failed even
those who claim allegiance to it, had to
be dismantled. He set about that task
with vigour, showing no self-interest
and prepared to make any sacrifice. He
was not a career officer, he was not
involved for promotion or finance, he
was involved because it was the most
natural thing to do to bring about
peace and to end the suffering that
affects all the people of this island.”

He concluded by saying:

“It is a pleasure to note the pres-
ence of so many young people here
today for Pete Ryan’s dream was
aimed at you, at a way of life that
would prevent you from having to do
what he did and what many continue
to do. He shared a very stark reality
with those people behind the wall, he
knew and they knew that the future of
this struggle lies in your hands and if
they can’t control and intimidate you
with their guns and their prisons there
is no future for them.”

Big victory for Mac
in New York

OVERCOMING a last ditch effort by IBM and the British
Embassy the New York State Senate has passed the Dearie/Hol-
land Bill mandating enforcement of the MacBride Principles by
contract compliance sanctions. The vote was unanimous, 57-0.

he vote came on 3 July after

Assemblyman John Dearie rejected
demands that the British government’s
Fair Employment Standards, be substi-
tuted for the anti-discrimination
MacBride Principles, and that compa-
ny certifications be substituted for
independent monitoring. A key impe-
tus was a letter by Senator Holland
and other Republican Party Senators
urging adoption because of the con-
cern of large numbers of Irish Ameri-
can voters in their districls.

Martin Galvin, General Counsel of
Irish Northern Aid said:

“Anyone dgceived by British gov-

ernment rhetoric about ending reli-
gious discrimination in the north of
Ireland, should simply look at the
depths to which Britain stoops in
order to forestall the eminently fair
MacBride Principles. Britain is
defending its indefensible system of
sectarian discrimination because that
system is the basis of loyalist sup-
port. Now American companies who
profit from immoral sectarian prac-
tices in Ireland, will pay a heavy
price in New York State dollars. Oth-
er states will join and the price of
sectarian employment will grow
higher and higher.”

ride

Following last week’s unaminous
victory in the Assembly, Senate spon-
sors hoped to bring the Senate bill to
the floor early in the week. A series of
delays occurred in committee. It soon
became apparent that there had been
strong behind-the-scenes efforts to
block the bill.

IBM, which has 53 employees in
the North was spearheading opposi-
tion to the bill. IBM also enlisted the
support of the New York Business
Council, an alliance of business organi-
sations

In a meeting held on 29 June with
MacBride Bill sponsor Assembly-
man John Dearie, representatives of
IBM and the New York Business Coun-
cil demanded a series of amendments
which were deemed totally unaccept-
able by MacBride proponents. The lan-
guage also mirrored language
suggested by the British government
in Chicago recently. IBM asked for the
reference to the MacBride Principles to

be deleted and replaced by Fair
Employment Standard. This would
have substituted British government
criteria for the anti-discrimination
MacBride Principles.

IBM next requested that all require-
ments for independent monitoring be
deleted and replaced by a certification
of fair employment by company execu-
tives. This would allow the company
to discriminate and protect itself mere-
ly by having a company executive file
a written statement denying discrimi-
nation.

IBM also objected to a provision
mandating reasonable steps to safe-
guard employees, which is necessary
to prevent threats from being used to
stop nationalists from seeking employ-
ment.

Following the meeting an angry
John Dearie alluded to the 1986 oppo-
sition campaign by then Dublin con-
sulate official James Flavin.
Assemblyman Dearie said “the battle
waged by Jim Flavin is now being
waged on behalf of the British by
IBM". Dearie repudiated the suggcste;i
amendments.

Assemblyman Dearie said, howev-
er, that he was still confident of pas-

sage. He praised Senator Joseph Hol-
land for being very aggressive in push-
ing for a vote in the Republican
controlled Senate.

Senator Holland had sent a strong
memo to Senator Marino co-signed by
Senators Joseph Bruno, John Daly,
Kemp Hannon, Norman Levy, John
McHugh, Christopher Mega, Dean
Skelos, Nicholas Spano, Caesar Trun-
zo, Dale Volker and Michael Tully.

The memo noted: “This bill is very
important to us since there are large
American-Irish delegations in each of
our districts. Already I have received
calls indicating that come election time
support may not be as enthusiastic if
the Senate ignores this extremely
important issue. Furthermore, the Irish
community remains in unrest over the
recent decision to extradite Joe Doher-
ty from the United States to Northern
Ireland.

“I strongly urge to carefully con-
sider the facts of the matter and
allow this great state to lead in the
fight against discrimination. I am ful-
ly confident that my colleagues and 1
can count on your efforts to bring
this measure before the Senate
house.”

‘hree cleared in

special Court

M BY ART Mac EOIN

THREE MEN charged with membership of the IRA were cleared
by the Special Court in Green Street, Dublin while a fourth was
convicted of the charge on Friday 3 July.

amonn Hanna, Vincent McAnespie
Eand Brendan Corrigan were freed
after an eight-day trial while Aidan

McGurk was whisked away to Port-
laoise political prison in a Garda van
with a military escort.

Three of the men were arrested on
the evening prior to the funeral of IRA
Volunteer Lawrence McNally in Coun-
ty Monaghan following an incident in
which gardai fired over 60 shots.
Although gardai claimed that they
were fired upon, no guns or bullet cas-
es were found in follow-up searches.
There were no traces of firearms on
any of the accused men. During the tri-
al a Special Branch member from Mon-
aghan barracks admitted that he fired
on Aidan McGurk, whom he knew,
with intent to kill him.

On the second last day of the trial
the evidence of another Special Branch
detective was discredited when in an

attempt to prove that Hanna and
McAnespie knew each other before
their arrest, he claimed to have seen
both men together erecting black flags
in honour of Lawrence McNally and
named the location. When shown pho-
tographs of the area he was asked to
point out the poles where the men had
allegedly been erecting the flags. There
were no poles in the vicinity.
Delivering the )u\lgcu\c'ul, non-jury
court judge Robert Barr refused to
accept Aidan McGurk's testimony that
he had spent the evening of 6 June dig-
Bing a grave for Volunteer McNally
and the judge said that McGurk had
merely introduced this story to

account for his wearing what the court
described as “military style boots”, on
his arrest. He accused McGurk of hav-
ing pretended to point a weapon in the
direction of gardai in order to throw
off the chase. In relation to the other
accused the judge said that it was with
reluctance that the court accepted their
testimonies but that there was not
enough evidence to show that they
were IRA members.

McGurk is to reappear for sentence
on Monday 13 July. The other men are
to reappear on the same date to face
charges under Section 52 of the
Oifences Against the State Act, for “fail-
ing to account for their movements”.
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he review that caused
g ruckus

ane AP/RN reported on the row in Holly-
on18 ]ver the big box office success Patriot
00d © is review of the film which we repro-

Th

caused Paramount pictures to with-

3 s from Daily Variety where it first
on 3 June. Reviewer Joseph McBride
red by his editor and his job was

ToMC
Patriot Gar
re ugnam,

LANCY was right the first time, Paranount’s
is an expensive stiff. Mindless, morally
and ineptly directed to boot, it's a shoddy

follow-up t0 "Par’s" 1990 hit, The Hunt for Red October.
Also based on a best-selling Clancy novel about
}nhf id CIA analyst Jack Ryan, the ultra-violent,

fascistic.

_blatantly anti-Irish Patriot Games stars a dour

Harrison Ford, whose box-office allure should ensure
abig opening before downbeat word-of-mouth

spreads like wildfire.

the Patriot Games novel is a

right wing cartoon of the
British-Irish political situation,
full of m'\plausibilities and
tending toward overblown
action setpieces, but it has an
inescapable gut-wrenching

emotional power lacking in this
adaptation by W. Peter Cliff
and Donald Stewart.

Director Philip Noyce,
whose major previous credit
was the low-budget Aussie pic
Dead Calm is way out of his

depth here, relying on tight
closeups that eliminate visual
and social context and incoher-
f‘nll\‘ handling action sequences
in the would-be spectacular cli-
max.

Ford’s Ryan, at the onset,
htxs left the CIA to teach naval
history at Annapolis. A visit to
1 fmdon with his family places
him in the middle of an attack
on a high British official (James
r:ox) by what Ford later identi-
f.ms as “some ultra-violent fac-
tion of the IRA”. His rescue of
Fox and killing of one attacker
makes him the quarry of a
revengeful, ice-blooded IRA
man (Sean Bean).

The novel’s pontifications
on the political context are shal-
low and biased toward the
British, but the book does not
take the time to address the
subject. That's more that can be
said for the film, which takes
about 20 seconds to do so in a
TV soundbite of a Sinn Féin
political rep (Richard Harris),
whose comments can barely be
heard above the Ford family’s
chatter.

Harris makes a point that
should have been allowed to
play much more loudly: that
when Americans talk of their
Oown uprising against their
British colonial rulers, they call

® Paramount Pictures Patriot Games is an expensive stiff

the revolutionaries “patriots”,
not “terrorists.” This film has
little time for such distinctions
or for the nuances of the Irish
cause.

The case if sentimentally
loaded by painting the IRA fac-
tion as monsters who don’t hes-
itate to attack Ford’s wife (Anne
Archer) and daughter (Thora
Birch) as part of Bean's vendet-
ta.

Prince Charles and his fami-
ly are the targets in the book —
an angle that no doubt would
have presented insuperable
problems on screen — and
while making the minister of
state for Northern Ireland the

target would seem to make
more sense politically, Fox also
is a royal (a distant cousin of
the queen), which makes his
attackers seem as foolishly reck-
less as those in the book.

A major implausibility in
both versions is that the radical
cell would allow and help a
grieving member (Bean) to put
political realities aside to hunt
down a CIA man on his home
turf. Mad dog Bean and his
brighter superior (Kevin
O’Donnell) argue about this,
but Bean prevails.

Nor does it make sense that
the cell would be able to oper-
ate so easily and with such

massive firepower on American
s0il, or that Fox would be so
poorly protected when visiting
Ford’s home as he is in the film.
Even a master action director
would have trouble making the
audience swallow those points,
and Noyce's staging of the elab-
orate finale (much of it in semi-
darkness) is laughable.

While Ford is a solid blend
of thought and action in his
James Bondish role, and his
need to protect his family gives
the film some gripping
moments, the film’s moral
viewpoint is strictly Nean-
derthal. Archer, who's playing
a supposedly sensitive eye sur-
geon, defines the moral tone by
telling Ford about Bean, “You
get him, Jack. I don’t care what
you have to do — just get him.”

Technically, the film doesn’t
look or sound good, aside from
some fascinating simulation by
the Video Image process of CIA
satellite surveillance.

Hunt for Red October star
Alec Baldwin’s decision to for-
go this project for the Broadway
revival of A Streetcar Named
Desire was greeted with smug
head-shaking in Hollywood at
the time, but now seems like a
wise career move. If producers
Mace Neufeld and Robert
Rehme don’t raise their stan-
dards next time out (Ford is

pacted for two more Clancy
films), "Par’s" Jack Ryan tent
pole may collapse prematurely.

The sound of
tweeting birds

B BY DARA Mac NEILL

As the credits rolled on Force of Duty (RTE1, 1 July
and BBC2 8 July) we all felt a little foolish at having
been taken in by its pre-launch publicity. The North-
em drama to end all dramas, we’d been led to

believe. If not truthful then, at the very best, we’'d
expected something a mite controversial. But this

was the anti-climax to end all anti-climaxes. Now I
know how those fundamentalists who regularly head
offinto the hills in anticipation of the apocalypse feel
when they awake the morning after to the sound of

tweeting birds.
The plot of this supposedly
gritt

y and true-to-life dra-
ma, went something like this.
RUC man’s best RUC friend
8ets shot. RUC man goes off the
deep end and appears in every
second scene with a far away
look in his eyes and a seeming-
ly unemptying bottle of Bush-
mils. (1 know the feeling!). So
frequently did the bottle appear
hat 'm surprised it wasn’t giv-
tr} any lines to say. Certainly
s in the running for a ‘Best
Supporting Actor award.
RU!C\nyway, Bush in hand, said

- man heads off to Donegal
:;:n In... a bush of another

lety, consume more ‘Bush’,
and observe his colleagues sup-
Posed killers,
hki’lc‘ked up in the south, he’s

€ninby a kindly cop(!) and
lx: wi OFr experience proves so
Umatic that he promptly

TUNS o barracks and kills
mself,

If tFul summary sounds
€it's for the simple reason
at the whole programme

Lrity
th,

itself deserves no other
response. Quite simply, it had
all the artistic and political
depth of your average garden
pond. Poor Donal McCann, one
of the country’s finest actors,
reduced to muttering little else
but “Aye...” in every breath.
But what do you expect from a
script co-penned by chief UDR
apologist hack, Chris Ryder
Never mind a pen, this man
should not be left alone and
unsupervised with a bloody
crayon. The amount of hype
this drama got was incredible,
almost on a par with a major
cinema release. That it por
trayed the ‘poor benighted’

RUC as the ‘pigs-in-the-middle’

is no accident. It’s all part of
their rehabilitation. And just to
make sure, you employ Dénal
McCann in the central role,
someone whom southern view:
ers will immediately identify
and sympathise with. Expect
the broadcast of the RUC’s
annual benefit for sick kiddies
soon.

TN

NI

L OO 8

@ Force of Duty has all the artistic and political depth of your average garden pond

A
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Nuacht

An Phoblacht/Republican News

n-aionna

teacht chugainn. Ta’s agaibh, na
dombhain, cuid mhaith acu seo ina
lena n-dbhar go Iéir istigh mdla ar

aireanta, déanaimid dearmad ar an
tsuim a bhionn ag na cuairteoiri seo
indr dtir agus inar streachailt, agus mar
sin déanaimid dearmad ar an tsreachailt a
bhionn ag cuid acu féin chun an tairgead
a chur le chéile faoi choinne an turais go
hEirinn. Agus jad sa tir linn ta gach rud
go maith. Geibheann siad an treoir agus
didean na hoiche ma’s gd i dteach le clann
bhaiil phoblachtach i geeantair i mBéal
Feirste, Tir Eoghain, Ard Mhacha né
Doire, agus maireann said faoi choimirce
ghluaiseacht na Poblachta
Ach cad a tharlaionn leo nuair a
chriochnaionn siad leis an tréimhse den
turas i gcomhluadar poblachtanaigh? An
maireann an tslandail go dti go n-imionn

=

B

@ Ar saoire in Eirinn ach ni

ik
hionn

Dualgaisi dar

I GCEANN aipla né tri seachtaine beidh na cuairteoirf bliantila ag

toscaireachtaf ¢ thiortha ar fud an
ndaoine 6ga ag bogadh 6 it go hait
a ndroim.

siad as an tir aris chuig a dtfortha féin? Lé
déanai bhuail mé le cipla macléinn atd tar
¢€is tréimhse a chaitheamh in Eirinn agus
nuair a bhi na scridaithe thart chinn siad
go rachaidis timpeall na tire né go
dtabharfaidis cuairt ar an chuid ba mho
den tir ab'fhéidir leo a fheicedil istigh sé
sheachtain.

Bhi gluaistean ar iasacht acu don
chéad seachtain agus amach leo chuig Bri
na Béinne chun an uaigh a fheicedil. Ni
raibh siad as an ghluaistedn deich
mbomaite nuair a d’fhill siad agus
d'aimsigh go raibh a malai codlata agus
malai lan d'dbhar pearsanta imithe, goidte
as an ghluaistedn. Bhi an gluaistedn faoi
ghlas ach d’éirigh leis na gadaithe an glas

=2 3 St L

an scéal amhla.idh i gééna'i do thuraséiri

)
L]

a scaoileadh. Deir siad go mbiodh
comhartha sa cheantar ag tabhairt
rabhaidh do thuraséiri gan rud ar bith
Iuachmbar a fhagail i gearranna, ach gur
ghoid agus leag na gadaithe na fograf seo
chomh mhaith.

Ciipla 14 ina dhiaidh sin, d’fhill na
cuairteoirf go Gaillimh agus iad ag socrd
leantiint ar aghaidh, nios boichte, leis an
turas, ar rothar. Ar an oiche sular imigh
siad ghoid duine éigin ceann dé rothair as
an chlés ar chil an ti ina raibh siad ag
caitheamh na hoiche,

I mbliana ta na céadta scéalta le
cluinsint faoi ghadafocht. O Rinn na
Feirste go dti na Ceathri Rua is féidir an
leithéid de scéal a chluinsint, agus faraoir,
uaireanta, bionn scéalta nios measa nuair
a dhéantar ionsaithe agus ‘muggings’ ar
chuid de na cuairteoiri. Ar an chorr uair
gortaitear daoine acu go dona agus
anuraidh i mBaile Atha Cliath
dunmharaiodh traséir 6n Ghearmain. Is
1éir nach bhfuil aon deireadh leis an scéal
se0 no ta ionsaithe agus gadaiocht ag dul i
méid ar fud fud na hEorpa agus nil aon
difir sa tir seo.

Ath ta dualgaisi againn dar n-aionna,
agus silim gur chéir dinn comhairle
éigin a thabhairt dobhtha faoi na contuirti
go léir atd in Eirinn i lathair na huaire.
Mar shampla ni ligfeadh aoi do
chuairteoir dhul as an teach i mBéal
Feirste gan chombhairle a thabhairt
dé faoin RUC, RIR/UDR né Arm
na Breataine agus i dTir Eoghain,
Doire né6 Ard Mhaca b’amhlaidh an
cds. Anois, afach, caithfimid
cuimhnit ar chombhairle sa bhreis a
thabhairt do na cuairteoiri, go mér
moér.nuair ata siad ag imeacht ar
saoire no ar lorg na radharcanna
nuair ata an roinn pholaititil den
turas thart.

Ba chéir diinn combhairle a
thabhairt dobhtha gan rud ar bith a
fhagail in dit ab'fhéidir go ngoidfi ¢,
ba chéir diinn rabhadh a thabhairt
nach bhfuil sé sln i gconai a bheith
ag siobshiul gan chomhluadar, ba
chéir diinn an fhirinne shearbh a
insint dobhtha go bhfuil nios moé na
aon chinedl naimhde amhdin ag an
tir  seo. Caithfidh  muid
teachtaireacht a scaipeadh ar fud an
domhain faoin tsreachailt sa tir seo,
faoin sprid i measc 4r muintire
agus faoin mheon saoirse. D4 bhri
sin, ni foldir ddinn cuid ama a
chaith h a, mh faoi
slanddil agus sldinte na dteachtairi.
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@ Ar chéir an dli a chur ar dhuine a spreagfadh SEIF d’aonghné?

AR CHOIR go gcuirfi ciis i gcoinne
duine ag a bhfuil an galar SEIF agus
atd & spreagadh d’aon ghné? Sin ceist
ata le ple sa chuid is mé de na
nuachtdin i gcoimre ar feadh
seachtaine. Bhi griangrafanna agus
altanna i gclé acu agus iad ag
climhilleadh fear dirithe, Roy Cornes.

Dar leis an scéal thug sé SEIF do cheathrar
bean, ceann acu nach maireann a thuilleadh,
toisc nar ghlac sé réamh-aire né nior duirt sé
leo go raibh SEIF aige sa chéad dul sios. O shin
i leith fuair an ‘Aidsline’ i mBirmingham breis
‘s deich nglaoch guthdn 6 mhnd a raibh gnéas
acu le Cornes agus a bhfuil scanradh orthu ar
eagla go bhfuil an galar acu.

Bhi rird mér ann mar gheall ar seo agus
bhi méran duine ar lorg an dli curtha ar a
leithéid de dhuine mar seo. Faoi lathair ni
féidir le hUdards Shasana rud ar bith a
dhéanamh agus ar deireadh na seachtaine
seo caite duirt urlabhrai nach raibh sé de rin
acu acht nua a rith, cé go bhfuil dli ann in
Alban le ciig bliana anuas,

Nuair a chuala mé an scéal ar dtis mheas
mé ar an toirt gur chéir go geuirfi faoi ghlas é
ionas nach mbeadh sé in ann bean ar bith eile
a ghalrd. Ni aontaim leis na daoine a
mheasann nach ndéanfadh seo ach duine le
bhri faoin talamh. Ni bheadh aon acht
i geoinne daoine le SEIF
sitid a ghalraoinn daoine eile d‘aon ghné.

ach i geoinne iad

BHI an chéad rath ar
jarrachtai gripai
Fireannacha sa Bhreatain leis
an Ghaeilge a chur chun
tosaigh sa choras oideachais
ansin nuair a d’fhogair an
coiste  oideachais dg
chomhairle Southwark i
Londain go bhfuil siad chun
scéim Ghaeilge a thion-
scnamh sa cheantar. :

hocraigh oifigigh oideachais i

Southwark go mbf’adh. an
Ghaeilge 4 teagasc 1 roinnt
scoileanna sa cheantar agus ta
deontas £2,000 curtha ar fail acu le

AN GHAEILGE SA
BHREATAIN

chur le chéile.

Leanann an réiteach seo
feachtas leanidnach de ghripai
Eireannacha sa Bhreatain, an Gripa
lonadaiochta d’Eireannaigh sa
Bhreatain ina measc, leis an
Ghaeilge a chur ar an churaclam i
scoileanna sa Bhreatain. Diirt na
gripai Eireannacha go bhfuil na
hEireannaigh ar an mhionphobal is
mé sa Bhreatain agus gur chéir mar
sin go mbeadh an Ghaeilge ar fiil sa
chéras oideachais do phaisti
Eireannacha. Chuir na gripai bri ar
rialtas na 26 Chontae chun an t-
ibhar a thégail le rialtas na
Breataine ag ra go mbeadh mér

hibhuntaisti ag pdisti Ei ha

da bhfillfidis ar a dtir dtichais mura

pacaiste staidéir don Ghaeilge a3 mbeadh an teanga acu.

Tiono6l Gaeltachta i
gContae Mhaigh Eo

BEIDH Tion6l Gaeltachta Chonradh na Gaeilge ar

sitil ag deireadh na miosa seo i gContae Mhaigh Eo.

I gCeathri Thaidhg in iarthuaisceart Mhaigh Eo a
thionolfaidh na teachtai 6n 23 go 26 Iiil. Ocaid mhor do
Ghaeltacht orrais is ea an Tion6l agus beidh léachtai faoin
cheantar ag an deireadh seachtaine. Seo thios an clar agus eolas
faoin Tion6l.
Déardaoin, 23 Iil
9pm Teacht le Chéile agus Failtia

An Oscailt Oifigidil — Proinsias Mac Aonghusa,

Uachtarin Chonradh na Gaeilge
Tonad: Teach Chonghaile

Dé hAoine, 24 Iiil
2pm Turas ar an gCeantar, 4 stitiri ag Séamus O Mongdin
Teacht le Chéile ag an tSeanscoil
8pm Léacht: “Préamhacha O Achaidh Céide go Ailtreacha
Iorrais”. An Dr Séamas Mac Conghamhna, Cathaoirleach: Sean O
Héalai
Ionad: An tSeanscoil

Taispedntas leabhar le hidair Chonnacht/Uladh
10pm Oiche Cheoil
Ionad: Tigh Dinny Corduff, Ros Dumhach

Dé Sathaim, 25 il
2pm Cruinnit de Choiste Gné Chonradh na Gaeilge
Ionad: An tSeanscoil
8pm Léacht: “Traidisitin, Seanchas agus Scéalaiocht Dhin
Chaochain” ag an Dr Séamus O Cathain. Cathaoirleach: Micheal
O Seighin
Ionad: An tSeanscoil
9.45pm  Ldinsedil an leabhrdin Ros Muc agus Cogadh na Saoirse le
Proinsias Mac Aonghusa ¥

Oiche Cheoil
Tonad: Tigh Ui Dhoch:xrmigh (Teach Willie)
Eolas breise le fiil 6: Conradh na Gaeilge, 6 Srdid Fhearchair,
Baile Atha Cliath 2. (01) 757401 né 45 Sraid Doiminic, Gaillimh.
(091) 67824 né Micheal O Seighin, Ceathri Thaidhg, Contae
Mhaigh Eo. (097) 88961
Loistin, Leaba, Bricfeasta & Béile Trathnéna £15. Airithint:
B“nrln‘c Ni Ghaileagdin, Cill an Ghaileagdin, Ceathri Thaidhg,
Béal An Atha, Contae Mhaigh Eo. (097) 88995
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National
jatform must

airde, 2
c:-‘mm-rr about the result of

18 June n‘lcmndn(un, the pro-
rossive .\nlx-Mnnslnchl coalition
s T;"[:::l'idc an opposition in
order shich, after Denmark’s
‘ch e caty, is still fa

ction of the Tre aty, is still far
e over. An opposition even to
gt \wn( of standing candidates
it ro-choice, internationalist,
"amimcf platform in any sub-
2 ent election and to make a
m.\lll"‘ out of claims of \‘nhl'};in:\;

+oh sovereignty in Europe which
m',(.-hﬁ-n made to look a bitof a
:Tt joke by revelations in. the Bri-
:'m Nelson case by John Ware and
he BBC's Panorania team that Ire-
Lnd was not even able to have
the limited sovereignty it has at
the moment nspl\‘tedt ’

For one of the ironies of the
referendum is that it has been
held on a Treaty which, after Den-
mark's rejection ofit, hw’ now no
formal legitimacy vis a vis the
Treaty of Rome and will !’\m'c to
pe replaced with something else.
One wonders if this too will coin-
cide with the promised abortion
Jegislation /referendum or mix-
wre of both in the autumn?
Anther irony was the outma-

noeuvering, by Albert Reynolds
of all people, of Dick Spring, who
allowed the Labour Party to be
manipulated into ceasing to be an
uppa;iuon and instead to become
identified with Albert Reynolds’
inept handling of the abortion
issue and the Maastricht cam-
paign by agreeing to the four-par-
ty statement when the
government hijack of RTE for a
DLII'E)‘\' govemmen: statement was
already planned
Joe Murphy,
Birmingham,
England.

o in existence in

‘

Astounded’ by
Maastricht Je

A Chairde, tter

The remarks made by Marti

McGovern in his letter «\:\ 2 I"\Zl‘\"“
last, obviously cannot goby °
unnoticed and unchallenged. His

reasons for voling yes to Maas-

tricht as a republican, astoung
me

He seems to ¢
that Ireland as a small country
cannot look after itself, thus rein-
forcing the imperialist myth that
no small country can look
itself. He Says that he speaks of
Ireland in a 32-County context
the Maastricht 1‘!\\.\I\"l\mkos .ﬂ;w-
lutely no mention of even a 32:
County province. Mr McGovern
ignores the blatant facts that the
“EC has been severely
tal to our nation: f

ake the view

after

detrimen-
al schlrcspccl and
to our economy. Unemployment
has risen from 74,000 in 1972 to
280,000+ in 1992 and is set to rise
even further. Emigmtion, which
wasn't even an issue in 1972, has
now reached the peak of 50,000 a
vear. Itis now estimated that 50%
of young people born in this
country have now emigrated. As
well as all that, 30% of people live
below the poverty line.

He even makes a reference to
the film, The Life of Brian when he
quotes “What have the Romans
ever done for us?” Well why
don’t we ask ourselves “What
have the British ever done for
us?” Well, let me see... They've
built us railways, roads, bridges,
left us the inheritance of CIE, and
us Paddies are so ungrateful!
Shocking!!

He also propagates the myth
that Jacques Delors is a socialist
and a trade unionist. In my opin-
ion, Jacques Delors has already
taken sides in the class struggle,
by joining the bankers’ and big
business club (which is what the
EC is), whose exploitative
demands and interests are incom-
patible with workers and small

ANC speaker on
bloody road’
to freedom

M BY NEIL FORDE
THE BOIPATONG MASSACRE, the manipulation of the peace process
and the orchestration of violence in South Africa’s Black community 57
de Klerk’s National Party minority government were some of the issues
falsed at a public meeting of the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement

(IAAM) Jast Thursday 17 June.

The meeting was addressed by ANC
- epresentative Mandla Langa, Fianna
Féil minister of state Tom Kitt and Terence
McCaughey, chairperson of the IAAM.
Terence McCaughey opened the meet-
telling those assembled “The last mile
15 not an €asy mile. We knew in our heart
Of hearts tha such iniquity, such a wicked
:Zf‘em could not be changed without
A;\I‘giﬂ McCaughey, introducing the
e Spokesperson, said that he hoped
e? would all see the day when an
mbassy of a free South Africa was
Opened in Dyblin.

The route towards democracy cannot

ing

be stopped” was the message fmm Mand-
la Langa, an ANC representative from the
movement’s London office. Langa gave an
address on the current situation in South
Africa. He spoke of the delihur.{lm‘ns at
the Convention for a Democratic South
Africa (Codesa). Codesa is ’,"‘“"" up of 1[9
participating parties, including de Klerk’s
National Party, who signed a declaration
of intent last December. The deflnl.lleL)l\
committed the signatories to “bringing
about an undivided South Africa”. 4
“We have come from Codesa with a
number of scenarios, the routes so far
have been full of blood and gore.” The

W4T 2 9
- MA]
|1:1|inn.\lilios. As
.(h.arh’r, although it is progressive
N its own right, 1 belieye itis
nothing more than the l\uy»1;(1 for
more important priorities,

His general theme seems to
be .Hu‘ inevitability of the deso-
!an of Irish national identity
in favour of an integrated
Europe. Tam in favour of limit-
ed European integration, but
\h\finilvly notunder its present
terms. He scems to by
on to a colonise

for the Social

ave clung
dinferiority
complex of l\oing Trish (no
?\ih‘ncc intended) which is noth-
NG more than an artificial by-
product of imperialism. Ireland
AS a nation must strangle and
bury this psychological com-
plexity, and realise our full
Ppotential.

KQ,

Dublin,

Maastricht
aftermath

A Chairde,

I'would like to reply fully to
Martin McGovern’s letter in
AP/RN 2 July, but where do you
start? A simple answer would be
along the lines of, Is Sinn Féin a
revolutionary or a reformist par-
ty?

Within the reply to that ques-
tion lies the direction of Sinn
Féin’s future policies on EC and
many other issues.

Sinn Féin’s opposition to EC
membership lay not with the con-
cept of an economic alliance of
European (in the real sense of the
word) states, but on its raison
d'etre. The EC was set up as an
exclusive club for pro-NATO
states to rival or buffer the Soviet
Bloc’s Comecon. It was always
envisaged as a method of creating
a single market where greater
exploitation could take place for
the benefit of multinational com-
Ppanies, capitalists and the richer
states in Western Europe.

The talks stalled on the issue of the per-
centage majority required to adopt a new
constitution. The South African Council of
Churches has highlighted this issue
describing it as “the key to either majority
decision-making or a minority veto”.
Mandla Langa emphasised the ANC's
commitment to implementing the Codesa
plan. The question was “how to get democ-
racy with the least spillage of blood?
“Quotas would not be an issue any-
where else in the world. A 70% require-
ment for the passing of key votes was
acceptable to the ANC, but the National
Party insisted on a 75% requirement.”
The ANC, Langa said felt that de
Klerk was stalling and “trying to put into
disarray what had taken so long to put
together”, The ANC withdrew from the
talks and began with the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (COSATU)
and the South African Communist Party
(SACP) a “rolling mass action”, The mass
action was planned to coincide the
anniversary of the Soweto massacre in

1976.

la Poist.

he murder of 42 people at Boipa-
tong brought home to the interna-

Initially smaller and poorer or
less developed states such as the
26 Counties, Greece and Portu-
gal.were attracted to join when
each state could veto or opt out of
decisions taken by EC institu-
tions. This is no longer the case,
since Maastricht, majority rules —
weighed in favour of the richer
states. This alone should deter-
mine Sinn Féin's position vis a vis
the EC — it is an undemocratic
institution which a small nation
such as a future 32-County Ire-
land or even the current 26-Coun-
ty state will not be empowered to
alter. The Dublin government nor
any future Irish government will
not have control over its country’s
destiny. Sinn Féin has always
stood opposed to the denial of the
right of self-determination, adopt-
ing a pro-EC stance now would
be reversing that opposition.

Sinn Féin’s role while oppos-
ing the EC as it stands is to sug-
gest alternatives — an alliance of
disadvantaged states; of former
colonial states; of states with com-
mon problems; or, a structure
where the voting is weighed in
favour of such states. An alliance
enveloping all the states of
Europe — former Eastern Bloc
states, EC states, non-aligned
states, and EFTA states; which
allows indigenous industries to
develop — with protection if nec-
essary, until such time as they are
capable of standing head-to-head
with competitors; where first
preference in exploiting the coun-
try’s natural resources (fisheries
and agricultural especially) lies
with each individual country;
where home produced goods can
be promoted etc by that country’s
legislature in preference to
imported alternatives.

InIreland’s case: an alliance
where we are no longer depen-
dent on grant hand-outs; where
our economy is not based on the
unpredictability of tourism;
where we can rebuild our indus-
trial base for the benefit of Ireland
and the new alliance.

Letters to: The Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square,
PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT

role of Codesa was to formulate a plan to
achieve the formation of an interim gov-
ernment, and that elections be held for a
constituent assembly before the end of the
year. However, de Klerk’s National Party
were determined to impede the process.  do

In the meantime let Sinn Féin
open a Brussels office, let us use
the EC to our, and the people of
Ireland’s benefit, while it still
exists. But we should always fight
for the dismantling of the EC,
because as socialists and republi-
cans we are opposed to the capi-
talist exclusive NATO-aligned
club which was and is envisaged
by Eurocrats.

Aengus O Snodaigh,
127 Béthar na Tra,
Baile Atha Cliath 4.

PS: Maybe the French on 10
September might disintegrate the
ECA &

What did they

do for us?
A Chairde,

In reply to Martin McGov-
ern’s letter in particular when he
reminds us of the line from The
life of Brian, “what did the
Romans ever do for us?” What
did the EEC ever give us?
McGovern suggests that the EC’s
been good to us, what with social
legislation on equality, jobs etc.

But what really did the EC
give us?

Record unemployment;

Record VAT levels;

Milk quotas;

Fish quotas;

A mutilated manufacturing
base;

A subservient state totally
dependent on EC hand-outs;

Increased emigration;

A dilution of our neutrality;

A move towards a non-exis-
tent Euro-culture;

A ridiculous situation where a
Dublin government cannot even
promote goods produced here
with the Guaranteed Irish sym-
bol.

T hear you shout what about
the EC-funded roads? Our history
teaches that imperialists build
good infrastructure for their mili-
tary and economic benefits not for

Dublin 1.

Méala Poist... Mala Poist...

the country upon which they are
foisted. If the Dublin government
had not squandered the opportu-
nities it has had over the years,
many of the things which we
have to thank the EC for would
have been implemented years ago
without the begging bowl mental-
ity.
We might have become less
dependent on England since join-
ing the EEC, but replacing one
master with another is not the
solution to the economic and oth-
er problems of Ireland. To gain
our future independence we will
not have to tackle the Brits but the
EC as well. Here’s Connolly’s
quote again Martin, “We serve
neither King nor Kaiser but Ire-
land” — transplanted to the situa-
tion today could mean Brussels.
And while I'm quoting Connolly
“If you remove the English army
tomorrow and hoist the green flag
over Dublin Castle, unless you set
about the organisation of the
socialist republic your efforts
would be in vain.”

McGovern lauds Delors with
the title socialist, that he has the
interests of the working class at
heart — that's what the ICTU said
when they forced the PNR and
PESP on Irish workers, what Stal-
in said during the purges, what
Harold Wilson ‘socialist’ prime
minster of Britain said when he
sent the troops in to the Six Coun-
ties in 1969...

McGovern might have some
basis for saying this state’s neu-
trality is based on the Anglo-
phobic utterances of de Valera,
but this does not take away
from the desire of the majority
of Irish people to be neutral. It
should be Sinn Féin policy to
oppose aligned military group-
ings such as NATO and push
for peaceful coexistence, and
suggest that this state join the
non-aligned movement or an
alliance of fully neutral coun-
tries.

Cian O Laoi,
Sraid Seambrach,

tional community that “violence is an
integral part of the government plan.
Being a member of the ANC is analo-
gous with becoming a target for mur-
der”. Langa said that the ANC had

Tom Kitt, Minister for State at the
Department of the Taoiseach told us
that this was “South Africa’s hour of
need”. However he refused to condemn
de Klerk and his minority government.

talks.

into the B

attack before the Boipatong murders.
However the security forces claim that
they “got hoax information which took
them to another area”.

Langa’s description of the white secu-
rity forces’ “Operation Springbok and
Operation Thunderstorm” and the subse-
quent fomentation of township violence
has clearly observable parallels in the Six
Counties today.

The ANC had to say “enough is
enough, we could not be seen to be treat-
ing with people who had totally callous
attitudes for loss of life”. The ANC would
have “no credibility to continue parleying
with such a regime”. The ANC had out-
lined its demands for a resumption of

The ANC called for: The setting up of
an international body to monitor the vio-
lence, and an international commission

of the possibility of an  Seven thousand people have died since
de Klerk took office. Kitt could only talk
of de Klerk’s “commitment to change”
and that the “South African government
has shown a strength of will and com-
mitment”. He was “disappointed at the
failure to agree arrangements for an
interim government” and was “con-
cerned about the violence”.

Kitt's comments were typical of an
international comm that is pressuris-
ing not the corrupt White regime but
rather the ANC into concessions. As
Mandla Langa pointed out “if a fraction of
these killings happenedin the White com-
munity the government would have been
toppled”. ¥

The ANC, COSATU and the SACP
will continue their mass action with a
series of strikes and street demonstra-

tions aimed at places and institutions
cre; The disb. d
B

weapons.

P
ing and disarming of all special forces, the
suspension and prosecution of all security
force personnel involved in violence; The
immediate implementation of a pro-
gramme to phase out hostels for migrant
workers and a ban on carrying dangerous

that symbolise the power of the South
African state. The international commu-
nity must support the ANC now more
than ever. Pressurising the ANC into
acceding to de Klerk’s demands is com-
plicity in the campaign of murder and
repression being carried out by his gov-
ermnment.
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RE
[RA-British

truce

ER O'ROURKE

W BY PE

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS during the past 23 years the British

overnment has entered into direct ne;

gotiations with the IRA.

One of the earliest meetings of the present campaign took place

in July 1972.
During the early summer of 1972,
within months of the collapse of
the Stormont Regime, as the IRA cam-
paign against the British occupation
forces throughout the North intensi-
fied dramatically, the British indicated
that they would negotiate with the
IRA.

In order to test the sincerity of the
British towards peace in Ireland,
republican leaders at a press confer-
ence in Free Derry on 13 June, offered
a temporary cessation of IRA offensive
operations if the British would agree to
discuss a peaceful settlement and an
end to the British occupation.

The British, hard pressed by the
IRA's campaign in the North, immedi-
ately took up the offer and secret talks
to negotiate a bilateral truce began
between both sides.

The demands made by republican
leaders were:

@ Republican prisoners in Six-County
jails be given special category status
(Billy McKee and 40 other republican
prisoners were on hunger-strike at the
time in Crumlin Road Jail);

@ No restriction be placed on the
choice of republican representative
(Gerry Adams was released from Long
Kesh);
@ Stormont Castle be ruled out as an
acceptable venue;

@ That the SDLP (which had attempt-
ed to get in on the talks) be excluded
from any negotiations (conceded
immediately by William Whitelaw the
British Secretary of State in the North).

A meeting on 20 June between the
British and republicans, agreed on a
bilateral truce.

Two days later, on 22 June, the IRA
announced that a cease-fire would
come into effect at midnight on Mon-
day 26 June provided a public recipro-
cal response was forthcoming from the

crown forces. Whitelaw publicly
agreed and the truce came into opera-
tion with the IRA ceasing offensive
operations and the British suspending
repressive action against the national-
ist population.

On 7 July, the 12th day of the truce,
republican  leaders Martin
McGuinness, Sean MacStiofan, Gerry
Adams, Seamus Twomey, Daithi
O’Conaill and Ivor Bell with Myles
Shevlin the Dublin lawyer acting as
secretary, were secretly flown to Lon-
don to meet Whitelaw and his staff at
the home of Paul Channon, one of his
junior ministers, in Chelsea.

The republican demands for a com-
plete cessation of operations were:

@ The British government's public
recognition of the right of Irish people
as a whole to decide the future of Ire-
land;

@ A declaration of intent to withdraw
all British forces from Irish soil by 1975
and an immediate withdrawal from
certain areas;

@ An amnesty for all political prison-
ers in British and Irish jails and for all
internees and detainees and wanted
men.

During the meeting, which lasted
several hours, it soon became obvious
to the republican side that the British
had no intention of acceding to their
demands. The British were stalling for
time and were only interested in the
IRA calling an indefinite ceasefire. The
meeting ended with the republicans
giving Whitelaw one week to come up
with a declaration of intent by the
British to withdraw from Ireland,
which would be examined by them at
a further meeting. Two days later the
truce broke down and that meeting
never took place.

In Belfast, meanwhile, the guaran-

@ British soldiers attacking nationalist families trying t

9 July 1972

tee given by Whitelaw to the republi-
can delegation in London that sectari-
an intimidation by the UDA of the
Catholic population would be stopped
proved meaningless. Since the begin-
ning of the truce loyalist assassins had
escalated their sectarian murder cam-
paign, killing 18 Catholics and forcing
many more to flee from their homes in
Protestant areas. As the exodus of
Catholics increased, the British refused
to protect them.

he crunch came in Lenadoon
Estate, in West Belfast, two days
after the meeting in London, when the
UDA, backed up by the British army,
prevented Catholic families from mov-

ing into houses allocated to them by
the Housing Executive. Following a
meeting with the British army, Sealmus
Twomey, O/C Belfast Brigade, decided
to give them until 4pm that Sunday
afternoon to move the Catholic fami-
lies into the Horn Drive area. At 5pm
British troops on duty in Lenadoon
prevented a lorry loaded with furni-
ture from proceeding to re-house
Catholic families in Horn Drive and
fired C/S gas and rubber bullets at
nationalist supporters.

Twomey told the British comman-
der that he considered that the British
army had now violated the truce. After
a fortnight, the fragile truce had ended
and during the next 24 hours ten peo-

o move into homes allocated

e L

to them in Lenadoon on Sunday

ple were killed in gun-battles in Belfast
and other areas.

At 9pm that night, in a statement
issued in Dublin, the IRA declared an
end to the truce:

“The truce between the IRA and the
British occupation forces was broken with-
out warning by the British forces at
approximately Spm today at Lenadoon
Estate, Belfast. Accordingly, all IRA
Jave been instructed to resume offer
action.”

It would be 3 years before the IRA
and British would again negotiate a
truce.

The bilateral truce between the IRA
and crown forces ended at 9pm on Sun-
day 9 July 1972, 20 years ago this week

ts

Draw Results

Finglas Sinn Féin Private
Members Draw results

1st Prize £50: No 17, Alan Daly, c/o
Shuggy; 2nd Prize £30: No 55,
Martha Ellis, ¢/o Pat Bell; 3rd Prize
£15: No 44, Fintan Malone, ¢/o Pat

Bell; 4th Prize £10: No 144, Veronica
Kenna, ¢/o Pat Bell; 5th Prize £5:
No 31, Paddy Burke; 6th Prize £5:
No 28, Paul Molloy, ¢/o Pat Bell; 7th
Prize £5: No 128, Tomas O’Connor,
¢/ o Paul Molloy.

Dundalk draw for Transport
Bus results
1st Prize Framed James Connolly Mir-

ror: Brian Mallone, ¢/o Fra; 2nd Prize
Framed Roll of Honour and Bottle:
Ken Galbrith, card no 5; 3rd Prize Bot-
tle plus wallet or purse: E. Fox Cox's
Demense; 4th Prize Bottle plus Port-
laoise belt: Marie Turley, card no 3;
Sth Prize Gents shirt, 1 dozen Harp: J.
Rattigan, card no 10.

An Cumann Cabhrach Dundalk wish
to thank all for their support again.

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING:
meets 6.30pm every Tuesday, USI,

'DUBLIN ,

'REPEAL 8th AMENDMENT CAM-
'PAIGN: Groups meet, DUBLIN
NORTH, every Monday, 8pm,
Arthur Conan Doyle Pub; DUBLIN
ENTRAL, every Monday, 8pm,

16 North Great Georges Street,

Halpenny Inn; DUBLIN SOUTH,
every Tuesday, 8pm, Whelans;
DUBLIN NORTH INNER CITY,
every Thursday, 8pm, Clonliffe
House; WOMEN’S COALITION,
every Thursday, 8pm, USI, 16 North
Great Georges St. CORK Meets
8pm every Tuesday, The Other

_ Place, off North Main Street,

July, Teachers Club, Parnell
Square, DUBLIN. Organised by
the Dublin Anti-Extradition Com-
mittee

ORGANISING MEETING: Repeal
the 8th Amendment. 2-5pm Satur-
day, 11 July, Ormond Hotel,
DUBLIN. Meeting for all Dublin
activists

Leaves BUNDORAN 10am, reach-
es KILLALA 6pm

MEMORIAL UNVEILING: In honour
of Vol Joseph MacManus. Speaker:
Bernadette McAliskey. 3pm Sunday
12 July. Assemble Market Yard,
SLIGO. March to Cemetery.Bus
travelling from Dublin phone
308783

it shall run at the usual times and
from the usual pick-uos. Due to the
high demand tickets should be
booked in advance. Tel: 2854989,
8202019

SPONSORED CLIMB: Saturday 18
July. Donegal Prisoners’ Depen-
dents fund. Sponsored climb of
ERRIGAL MOUNTAIN

PUBLIC MEETING: “Revelations
from the Arms Trial”. Speaker:
Kevin Boland. 8pm, Thursday 9

SPONSORED CYCLE: Anti-Extra-
dition Sponsored Cycle from Bundo-
ran to Killala. Saturday 11 July.

BORDER OPENING: A bus shall
be travelling to LEITRIM for the bor-
der opening from Dublin on 12 July.

POST MAASTRICHT MEETING:
Sunday, 12 July, Buswells Hotel
DUBLIN. All activists welcome.

I nDil Chuimhne

DEMPSEY, John; DOUGAL, John;
DOUGAN, Julie; KANE, Thomas;
McDONNELL, Joe; WOODS, Sea-
mus. In proud and loving memory
of Volunteers Julie Dougan (died 8
July 1972), Thomas Kane (died 6
July 1976), Joe McDonnell (died 8
July 1981), Seamus Woods (died 7
July 1988) and Fianna John
Dempsey (died 8 July 1981) and
John Dougal (died 9 July 1972). “Ire-
land unfree will never be at peace.”
1 measc laochra na nGael go raibh a
anamacha dflis. Always remem-
bered with love and pride by their
friends and comrades in the Repub-
lican Movement.

DEMPSEY, John (11th Ann). 1st
Batt ‘C’ Company, Na Fianna Eire-
ann. Died on active service 8 July
1981. Today son just like it was on
the 8 of July 1981, 11 years ago,

nothing has changed. I sit with
tears in my eyes and a broken
heart looking at a door you'll nev-
er walk through. | pray that the
angels look after you until we
meet again. Good night my dar-
ling son. From your Daddy.

Always sadly missed by your sisters
Angela-Diana, Martina and brother
Stephen.

McILHONE, Henry (22nd Ann).
The Republican Movement, Short
Strand and Markets, remember with
pride Volunteer Henry Mcllhone
who died on active service whilst
defending the Nationalist people on
27 June 1970.

Greater love hath no man than to
lay down his life for his people.
McDONNELL, Joseph (11th Ann).
In loving memory of our daddy
who died after 61 days on hunger-
strike. RLP.

Deep in our heaits your memories

are kept, for a father we loved and
never forget.

Always remembered by Bernadette
and Joseph Og,

Remembered always by Angela-
Diana, Martina and Stephen
Dempsey.

Remembered with love and pride by
the McCreesh family, Camlough and
abroad.

Always remembered by John
Dempsey.

WOODS, Seamus (4th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Seamus Woods who died on active
service 7 July 1988. Always remem-
bered with love and pride by Dun-
gannon Martyrs Sinn Féin Cumann.
Always remembered with love and
pride by Coalisland Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann.

Remembered always with love and
pride by Clonoe Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann.

Remembered with love and pride by
the Jim Lynagh Sinn Féin Cumann,
Clogher.

Always remembered with love and
pride by South Tyrone Comhairle
Ceantair, Sinn Féin.

Beannachtai

COSGROVE, Kevin (A wing,
Crumlin Road Jail). Happy birthday
Old Man, may your next be spent in
freedom

From Aunt Maureen and Uncle
Danny.

Happy birthday Kevin you are in
our prayers always, from Granny
and Granda

Hapoy birthday Kevin love and best
wishes Angela, Danny Boy, Laura
Emmanuel and Dénal : L
Happy birthday son from your Da,
brothers and sisters. ¢

GLENNON, Davy (H8 Long Kesh).
H.\pply birthday Babes, thinking of
you always, see ya soon. Love H
Jaualiays. ie ya s ove Hazel
}}lnpe you have a great day, Davy.
I'll be thinking of you. Lots of love
Cuddles, “smack” “smack”.
Happy birthday, Davy, hope you have
a great day. Best wishes, Martina XXX
Happy birthday, Davy. Have a
smashing day, lots of lov s
smashing day. lots of love, Debs,
fti{c CARTAIGH, Ruairi (H6 Long
Kesh). Happy birthday Ruairi, lots
of luv‘e Mary McNally, Scotland.
Tiocfaidh Ar L4, Up the celts!
Happy birthday Ruairi, see you next
week. Lots of love Bridget and Jim-
e McNally, Scotland.

appy birthday Ruairi, se
\\\-n:k. Paul McNally, S(o!l:ni’:u o
li)ALITElRIGH, Eamon. Happy birth-
e ‘e e
XX)x_ Amo’ from Ann and Caroline

Best wishes from your very, very
best mate and letter writer, Ample
Happy birthday Eamo, 1 want
another mirror, from Jessie.

Happy birthday from Mam, Dad,
Ailish, Steve and Kasim.

From Vincent, Tina and kids.

From Jimmy and Imelda and all the
clann.

From Denis, Ellen, Sandra and Nol-
lagh (Cork).

QUINLIVAN, Nessan. Wishing
Nessan all the best for a very happy~
birthday on the 9th. We will have 2
drink for you. Also wishing Pierce
Mac Auley and Nessan the very best
for the 7th. Love and best wishes
always, Mam and Dad.

From Siobhan and Patrick

From Maurice and Sue.

From Cliona.
From Emer,
Déarbhld.

All the best from all at No 1.

Alex, Orlaith and
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WS on the
ate Diana,

¥ { many strange opinions. His vje
P ,oappﬂ"cm reluctance to assassin
RAS o vourite royal, are a case in point,

Brifﬂ ‘da)‘ Jast, in a piece ?I”(:d “Why did the IRA lie low?”
ng:; why the Oglaigh didn’t have a go at Dj when she v
‘kc i recently, especially as news of her visit h,
e Six ‘[‘ht‘ press in advance. According to Junor, w|
lﬂw to uarters of the Presbyterian Church in 1
e 4dgpilli“5 distance of IRA territory
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) he
sited
ad been
hen Dj Visited
reland she was
and therefore of IRA

el re 'n(' famous precedent, he dredges up Mountb,

7y att
Giing B that the IRA has before killed AR

% A member of the roy-
M " He also discounts 1er SeX as a reason for allo\\'ing her to
d[;n“g‘ asks: “Why then did they refrain from striking a l\lm:'
five anwould have given tbn‘n\ headlines throughout the world and
which Britain and the British monarchy to its foundations?”
Kf);d finds his answer in Charles” and Diana’
e finds
mmm

in a S public mudsling-
e, currently raging in the British media by proxy. “Might it
" he wonders, “that they [the IRA] feel that th

S,/ © Princess
i inadvertently is doing that already?”
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HE NEXT TIME some windhng_]ikc Conor Cruise O'Brien tries
1o tell you the Omnge_Ordcr is really nothing more than a
qaint cultural folk group in bowler hats, ask them about Archie
NeKelvey: RASESHS RO X
™ Archie is an Ulster Unm.msl Lm.mcxllor in Banbndgc. David
Trimble MP testifies to Archie’s dedicated service to the cause of
ionism and Orangeism. But poor old Archie has been ignomin-
ﬂd‘. expelled from the Orange Order for committing a heinous,
m'c.;givable crime against the loyal brethren.
His crime?
Murder? Arson? Robbery? Embezzlement?
No. Archie was expelled for attending a Catholic Church ser-

vice. S -
The Orange Order denies it is a sectarian organisation.

HE ORANGE ORDER has written to Banbridge District Coun-

cil complaining that the council is going too far in appeasing
aipority parties.

While their colleagues try and talk the Dublin government into

ing to a revamped Stormont with a little power sharing, the

Orange Order has criticised the unionist-controlled Banbridge

Council for electing nationalist SDLP members to top committee

!s. that the wind of change I hear sweeping around the
Brooke/Mayhew talks or just hot air from a sycophantic establish-

ment media?

TTE TEN RTE journalists who scabbed on their colleagues dur-

ing the industrial dispute at the station earlier this year have
been hauled before their fellow NUJ (National Union of Journalists)
members and punished for their actions.

Allten have had their union membership suspended for a year
and have been fined up to £1,000 each. Programme editors Shane
Kenny and Barbara Fitzgerald were both fined £1,000, while
Eamonn Lawlor, Dermot Mullane, Edward Mulhall, Eddie Liston,

L
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ardha i ;
Burns were : dha, Katie Kahn-Carl, David Davin-Power and Mike

) ach fined £800),
were ceng; i
sured fnllnwmg a complaint against them under

the NUJ's Ryle
. 18, havi; . P;
tal to the it n;‘l;‘:\‘)‘:':;::\n found guilty of “conduct detrimen-

R;Ir NF,WSREADF.RS referrir
O try to break the

) 2 ruckers’

?\u (ho‘sl.\lo, described these

pa ramilitary police”,

Members of the ev

stabulary are alway;
“the police”, :

Thc subtle but effective

So which RTE’s editori

normalise’ a cle

Ng to the French riot police called in
blockades of motorways through-
armed officers quite accurately as

;‘n more heavily armed Royal Ulster Con-
s referred to on the “national station” as, simply,

difference in language shows the degree

al policy on the Six Counties attempts to
arly abnormal state.

IN A \\'ORKIN('--CLASS

bank open. AREA like Ballymun it's hard to find a

Some banks won't ey ;
aninitial l“ds:.n:l\‘:ln:{:‘ttl‘:n:(llz;:],yw to open an account without
S_I_T\H\e ?)m\lfs won't give their own employees a loan.

g gr:um’cské'lf you want a loan at the special rate, is to be a bank-
Hers rzceivler;ctgor. Take Allxed Irish Bank director, Tom Mulcahy.
Ciimees 120,694 in loans at a preferential rate of interest,
el y mee or four percent. His colleague Brian Wilson has
P mere £101,527. Other directors have borrowed only five

'gure sums. The Bank of Ireland’s Pat Molloy has loans amounting

to £79,047, while an individual “connected” to him, a Terence Mol-
loy, has loans of £65,556.

Now what can we do for you?

IT WAS RED FACES ALL ROUND last month when gardaf in

‘Mayo lockgd two men, arrested for being allegedly drunk and
disorderly, into a cell containing a Uzi sub-machine-gun, six
revolvers and 20,000 rounds of ammunition.

The 4guards were only alerted to the stash when they heard an
unmerciful racket coming from the cell in question. They entered to
find both men enthusiasticall flinging the ition around the
cell; one also beating the machine-gun off the cell wall. In what gar-
dai would officially describe as “a follow-up operation”, all the
guns and ammunition were recovered, but the weapons, the Uzi in
particular, were badly damaged.

Such was the bluebottles’ embarrassment at the incident that
the two vandals were released without charge.

ON THE SUBJECT OF GUNS AND GARDAL, a detective who,
two years ago, shot and killed two men who had robbed a
bank, was this week awarded £10,000 in court. The unidentified
detective is set to collect still more money for his troubles as there
are also civil procedures pending.

And Garda John Clince, who had a gun put to the back of his
head during a robbery in Arklow in 1990, was awarded £5,000 for
his troubles.

It’s a tough job, but somebody’s got to collect the shillings.

GAY RIGHTS GROUP, OutRage, has asked police in London
to protect local gay men from off-duty soldiers for the duration
of the Royal Tournament at Earl’s Court.

WE'VE KILLED
FENIANS HERE

WE'VE KILLED
FENIANS THERE

WEVE KiLLED
FENIANS

EVERYWHERE /

J AND WE, BY GOD, ARE
NOT GOING TO LET
THEM FORGET 1T/

=5 Such a charming
and colourful pageant--
I can't undergtandhl‘mw
anyone could possi =
tz/c offended - - Y /=

The tournament, which begins on Wednesday 8 July, runs for
two and a half weeks every summer. Its purpose is to lp'romote thf:
armed services to the public and to raise money for military chari-
ties. About 2,000 men and women usually take part.

But every year, according to OutRage, gangs'of drunken off-
duty soldiers go on the rampage in the area, attacking homosexuals
leaving gay bars.

The tournantent’s organisers didn’t seem overly concerned
about their boys’” annual bit of ‘queerbashing’ when an OutRage
representative rang them up to discuss the matter. He barely had
time to introduce himself before they slammed the phone down.
Colonel Tain Ferguson, the tournament’s director, Iatgr told a Lon-
don gay newspaper that he had “no idea” that anything of the sort
happened. -

But the best of the lot was Superintendent Peter Rice ?f Kens-
ington, whose response to the group’s request for protection was
more honest than tactful. “I refuse to believe that police officers
have been ignoring these matters. We're not going to comment,” he
commented, adding, “I know what your sort think”.

E RECEIVED a legible and interesting letter this week,‘ s0,
rather than hide it in the letters page, our wonderful editor,
in his infinite wisdom, donated it to the cause. Read on...
A chairde,
For some strange reason I was actually listening (sic) to the
adverts on TV last night, and saw something rather strange. i
Shell have developed a wonderful new car fuel. I think it’s
rather odd that Shell have taken 20 years longer than certain more
politically sound organisations to realise that adding detergent to
petrol makes it burn better. What puzzles me is that !hley say it
makes your engine cleaner, whereas in my experience it always
leaves things rather black and crispy. :
Now the burning question on my mind is, should I continue
mixing my own or is the Shell stuff just as good? Perhaps someone
could shed some light on the matter.
Puzzled,
Andersonstown, Belfast.

'HE CHAIR of the SDLP’s Ballymena branch, Declan O’Loan,

has written to the Irish News to support greater co-operation
with the RUC.

The Six-County Police Authority chair, Tom Rainey, recently
commented on the lack of SDLP involvement in the Police Commu-
nity Liaison Committees. The party’s chairperson, Mark Durkan,
was publicly unimpressed, but O’Loan disagrees with his col-
league. He is all for greater expressions of support for the RUC,
saying that the party’s protests “are not balanced by positive and
constructive statements”.

ITHNE NI DHRAIGHNEAIN doesn’t think her name is in the

least bit odd.

But the hassle she received from the 26-County authorities
when she returned home from the US was unbelievable. Ni
Dhraighneain was raised an Irish speaker and her legal name and
birth certificate are as Gaeilge. But during the entire visa process,
she says, “the Irish authorities made me feel embarrassed and
peculiar because of my ‘non-English’ name and background”.

An Aer Lingus airport clerk and a doctor ridiculed her name
and demanded “the English” for it. An Irish official at the US
embassy couldn’t read her date of birth in Irish and demanded a
full translated version. A woman in Gael Linn was kind enough to
translate the document at short notice.

In a letter to Foreign Affairs Minister David Andrews, printed
in the Irish Press, Ni Dhraighnedin says: “I never encountered any-
thing in America that made me feel so much like an unwanted for-
eigner as what I encountered in Ireland”. She concludes: “For years
we have been battling the myth that holds that everything Er{glbh
is superior to everything Irish. How can we overcome this demon
when even Irish officials ridicule Irish names and reject an Irish
legal document and demand English translations? At a minimum, [
would hope that the government could putan end to anti-Irish dis-
crimination. Otherwise, we doom ourselves to

\ complete the
destruction begun by Cromwell and his like.”

) i in flags and embl,
‘hke, here is the badge of the all-new-improved-whiter-than-
white-look-no-sectarian-killers-here Royal Irish Regiment.
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Two dead and one

gravely injured by
loyalist gangs

TWO MEN were murdered and one seriously wounded by loyal-
ists in Belfast in the past week. In the first killing a loyalist mob
beat a Catholic man to death while the RUC and British army

looked on and in the second a retired Catholic teacher was shot
in his bed by-loyalists in a mixed area just a mile from Stormont.

jeran Abram, from the Lower

Falls Road, was bludgeoned to
death early on Sunday morning 5 July,
by a loyalist mob in full view of a
British Army observation post at their
North Howard Street Barracks.

As he walked his dog the loyalist
mob attacked him with cudgels and
beat him to death, inflicting terrible
injuries and leaving him dying on the
side of the road.

Ten “security’ cameras cover this
street and local people and a local
priest, Fr Matt Wallace, have wit-
nessed similar attacks over the
years. Fr Wallace, in an interview
with a local radio station said he
actually witnessed British soldiers
join loyalists mobs attacking
nationalists, and then running past
the British army barracks in order
to return to the loyalist Shankill

Road. In one incident last year a
breeze block was thrown through
the window of a black taxi serious-
ly injuring a teenage student travel-
ling in it.

An eyewitness to Kieran Abram’s
murder described how she saw him
walk past the Falls Road Swimming
Baths with his dog, the mob surround
him and begin to beat him. She said
that at one stage she thought there
were RUC members in the loyalist
mob, while British soldiers walked
about outside the main gate of their
base.

Sinn Féin councillor for the area,
Fra McCann, accused the British army
of “complicity in the killing given the
free run afforded to the loyalists”. He
said that “the week before saw similar
attacks down the street and again the
British army allowed loyalists to walk
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® Kieran Abram — beaten to death by a loyalist mob

past them as they moved towards the
Falls Road”.

Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
attending a protest at the scene on
Sunday with Councillor McCann
gave full support to local people in
their bid to force the closure of this
road. Speaking about the incident he
said that “for years loyalists were
able to cross onto the Falls Road and
return without hindrance. There is a
long history of sectarian attacks by
loyalists coming down past the
British army barracks here and
attacking passersby or vehicles,”

Adams_said, “and this road must be
closed.”
On Monday the road was closed.

The second loyalist attack occurred
on Belfast’s Lower Ormeau Road,
the scene of numerous loyalist attacks
over the last 20 years later.

Late on Sunday night a loyalist
death squad hijacked a taxi in the loy-
alist Sandy Row area and drove to the
Lower Ormeau Road. As they passed a
group of elderly men, who were stand-
ing talking outside the local Chinese
take-away, they fired four shots. One

@ CYRIL MURRAY
of the pensioners was shot in the chest
and arm and another man was hit with
flying shrapnel. The seriously injured
62-year-old man, who had been shot in
the stomach in another loyalist gun
and bomb attack on a bar in the city’s
Short Strand district in 1974, was taken
to hospital where he underwent emer-
gency surgery. He remains in a critical
but stable condition.

The scene of the attack lies between
Sean Graham’s bookmakers shop,
where five men were gunned down in
February, and the Rose and Crown Bar,
where six men were killed in a no-
warning loyalist bomb attack again in
1974. The spot where the shooting took
place is between Hatfield Street and
Farnham Street. In these streets, as the
loyalists were firing, British paratroop-
ers and the RUC were on mobile patrol
yet the loyalists were able to make
their getaway up the Ormeau Road to
the loyalist Annadale area where they
dumped the car. To do this they had to
cross the River Lagan bridge, which on
a Sunday night usually has British
checkpoints. On this occasion there
were none. The attack was seen by
local people as being a reminder to
them to keep off their streets as the
Orange Order again marches through
their district this week.

he third loyalist attack happened

in East Belfast on Tuesday night 7
July when the UDA shot dead a retired
51-year-old schoolteacher at his sister’s
home. A single man, Cyril Murray had
recently retired after 27 years teaching
in the Holy Cross primary school in
Ardoyne. The UDA gunmen hijacked
the car used in the murder in Saintfield
and it was later found burnt out in the
loyalist Braniel estate. The attack took
place in Kerslawn Drive on the Upper
Newtownards Road a mile from Stor-
mont Castle, seat of British rule in
occupied Ireland, and where so-called
‘peace’ talks take place next week.

In this latest loyalist murder, as in
the other attacks, no republicans were
targeted, which exposes the UDA
statements regarding “innocent
Catholics” not being targets as cynical
lies. Any nationalist or Catholic who is
a handy target is under threat from
militant loyalism and their political
masters will no doubt be fully aware of
this as they sit down for talks with oth-
er ‘constitutional’ parties.

Judge’s green light
MONDAY MORNING outside Belfast’s City Hall, and on the day
after yet another shooting in the city’s Lower Ormeau Road by a

!oyalisl ‘death squad the Committee for Democratic Rights were
in the city centre demanding that Orange Order marches through

nationalist areas be re-routed.

Councillur Michael Ferguson,
spokesperson for the group, told
gathered press, the BBC and ITV in
front of the City Hall, that the “pur-
pose of the protest was to highlight the
fact that nationalist communities
throughout the Six Counties suffer

because of these parades”.
“Re-routing these marches,” he
continued, “means that people are not
intimidated by the coat-trailing
marchers or their attendant British mil-
itary escorts.”
During the interviews Councillor

or Orange coat-trai

Ferguson said that this demand is not
unreasonable, and a High Court
review would be sought on Tuesday
by a local resident to try to re-route
Wednesday night’s Orange march
down the Ormeau Road. Late on Tues-
day the case was heard and the judge
ruled in favour of the Orange Order.
Given Sunday night’s murderous
loyalist attack and last February’s mur-
der of five local men in the bookmakers
shop it is both extremely insensitive
and triumphalist on behalf of the sec-
tarian Orange Order to tramp through

this, and other nationalist areas.

espite the fact that the Orange
Order describe themselves as being
a non-sectarian organisation, their recent
decision to expel Ulster Unionist Coun-
cillor Archie McKelvey, last year’s Chair-
person of Banbridge District Council and
an Orangeman for 40 years, for attending
mass in St Patrick’s Catholic Chapel
shows clearly the Orange Order’s real
thinking and reasons for existence.
Orange Grand Master and Official
Unionist MP Rev Martin Symth will be

] g
sitting on the body which examines
McKelvey’s case.

The Committee for Democratic
Rights has pledged to continue the re-
routing fight and as the protest came
to a close some foreign visitors to the
city showing interest about the issue
were treated to the spectacle of the
City’s Lord Mayor, Herbert Ditty, who
when challenged by some of the
protesters to support the campaign,
walked off with his ‘master at arms’ in
frock coat, towards the City Hall
entrance followed by the RUC.
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