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WO teenage boys were shot down in a taxi depot by loyalist

gunmen in Armagh city on Wednesday afternoon. One was
killed and the other was fighting for his life on Wednesday night.
The attack came the day after two Catholic workers were mur-
dered in Tiger’s Bay in East Belfast and just six days after yet
another nationalist was shot dead in Ardoyne in North Belfast.

A UVF member entered the A-to-B
taxi depot in Armagh city’s Lower
English Street, at l1lam on
Wednesday, 18 May, and tried to
assassinate the owner’s wife who
was working behind the counter.
The attacker’s gun jammed,
however, and his intended target,
the daughter of ‘Witness A’, the
chief witness in the trial of UDR
members accused of murdering
Adrian Carroll in 1983, escaped

injury.

But the loyalist, having cleared
his weapon, turned and shot dead
17-year-old student Gavin
McShane as he and a friend played
the arcade machines in the waiting
area of the depot. The dead
youth’s friend was shot in the
head and is in intensive care in a
Belfast hospital. An employee of
the taxi firm was shot in the arm
and is said to be in a stable condi-
tion.

An elderly woman, with a
young child in her arms, was also
in the waiting area of the depot at
the time. She told reporters she
only survived because the attack-
er’s gun jammed.

Local Sinn Féin Councillor Noel

Sheridan, speaking to AP/RN, said
that he arrived at the scene of the
shooting about 30 minutes after
the killing and spoke to eyewit-
nesses.

They told him that an RIR (for-

merly UDR) patrol passed the
depot two or three minutes before
the attack and was less than a hun-
dred yards away when the shoot-
ing occurred.
The witnesses claimed the
patrol must have heard the gun-
shots. Other witnesses said that
after walking from the depot, the
assailant made his escape down an
adjacent alleyway to the Long-
stone Road, from where he walked
past the city’s courthouse on the
Mall and into a loyalist estate.

Sheridan told AP/RN that resi-
dents of Armagh city had been
commenting on the increased pres-
ence of RIR patrols in the city’s
nationalist estates in the past cou-
ple of weeks.

“People who wouldn’t neces-
sarily be republican said they were
suspicious about the RIR being
here. They recalled the UDR
killings of the early ‘80s when Sinn

(continued on page 2)

Four Catholics
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Two Catholic workers sho

IN A DOUBLE KILLING carried out in the loyalist Tiger’s Bay
area of North Belfast on Tuesday, 17 May, two Catholic work-
ers lost their lives at the hands of UVF assassins. A third man, a
brother-in-law of one of the victims, received facial injuries dur-

ing the shooting.
Eyewitnesses reported seeing the
UVF killer stand in a children’s
playground and open fire with a
machine gun. The men were hit
as they began their lunch break.
One man died instantly, the oth-
er a short time later. The killer
ran off up Parkmount Street after
the killings.

Summing up the the feelings
of Six-County nationalists North
Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor Joe
Austin spoke movingly mi

slaughter. The purpose behind
this attack, as with so many oth-
ers, is to strike terror into the
nationalist community and force
it to concede to the demands of
unionism.””

The dead men were later
named as father of six, 44-year-
old Eamon Fox and 24-year-old
Gary Convie, both from Magh-
ery in County Armagh. Both
were GAA members. The men

after the killings. “"The killing
fields of North Belfast have
again witnessed a terrible

were sub actors carrying out
electrical work on a building site
in North Queen Street beside the
loyalist Tiger’s Bay area. Both

men received the last rﬂesn:'r:":;
Father Se4n Emerson mI e
nearby Holy Family Ch:ipfo.day,
two men will be hurie“er 1
Thursday, 19 May, 2
uiem Mass at Maghery: ]
The building site is mubo!h
less than 500 yards from by
York Road and North QThls
Street RUC Bnrracks.d b
showed the killers confide:

that their deed would go unop-

tate forces.
An:t);\zr nationalist worker
who has since left the site whe;
over 50 men work and who wh
not be returning, said that the
murdered men had beekn
stopped at a British army chec! t
point several times over the pas!
number of weeks as they drove
to and from the job.

(continued from fromt page)
Féin activist Peter Corrigan was
shot dead in 1982 and Adrian Car
roll in 1983. Both were shot by
serving UDR soldiers,” said Sheni-
dan.

“Now our suspicions are con-
firmed, with two attacks on
nationalists in two days,” he said,
referring to a shotgun attack on
two men on Monday night.

The Armagh councillor went
on to question how the killer
could simply walk away from the
scene with the RIR patrol still in
the vicinity, and also pass the
courthouse, on the Mall, which is
under 24-hour guard, and get
clean away.

Sinn Féin Councillor Francie
Molloy accused unionists of creat-
ing an atmosphere of antinational-
ist hatred: “It is quite clear that
unionist politicians and loyalist
death squads are intent on creat-
ing an atmosphere in which no
political movement can take place
other than on their terms.”

ommy Carroll, brother of

Adrian Carroll, has accused
the RUC of “being deliberately
disingenuous by branding the
Armagh shooting as simply sec-
tarian. They know why this
depot was targeted, they know
this was a planned political
assassination”.

The Armagh man quoted a
legal document in support of his
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sickening reality of loyalist wlm’t‘

claim. The document relates to the
trial and appeals of the "UDR
Four’ and showed that the confi-

— Eamonn Fox lies in the spot whm?,
was brutally gunned down by 4 loyalst®
murder gang on Tuesday, 17Mn}'f‘ st

dentiality of the main witness at

Alliance Party, James Hegan, one

the trial of the UDR soldiers, Wit- The files contained Witness A's . " ¥
ness A, was broken when confi- of the accused, and Jennifer name, address, date of birth, edu- ;v;l,i as details of her three chil-  also ac_cused the RUC of setng &
Aential m'edical [ile§ were  McCusker. 3 cational background and employ- T(.!mmy Carroll alleged that th the taxi ﬁrm for akmijékofﬁcm had
circulated without authorisation to As a result, Witness /lﬂ. and the  ment. i K incident was a deliberit ta e He said tha;d e frm Provi
people including unionist MP Ken  identity of Witness A’s family The file also contained her hus-  to murder Wi Fateiatiempt openly labell e assed its
Maginnis, John Alderdice of the became known. band’s name and occupation as  who works ixl\h::s: t‘: 9 :,i.al'gme; Taxis’ and constantly har

Xi firm an, drivers”.

Lost’ British files detail 200

HE DISCOVERY OF British army files containing the person-
Tal details of up to 200 nationalists from all over Belfast was
largely ignored by most sections of the media with the exception

of one Belfast weekly newspaper.

: f A% " Squads,
The list was apparently lost by a A number of Belfast Sinn Féin  another set of files found in a Joy. 'he ]
British soldier a;:llc’i handed in to the councillors are also included on alist area _Of East Belfast uhurllyy e: hat ?Dllu.slon exists has now ’L\ RI\/IY LIS
West Belfast weekly, Andersonstown  the lists which provide detailed before Christmas 1993 angq discov-  pe, nb;ftus'\‘éed, even by anti-
News. At least six of those named on ~ descriptions of some of those ered that the information on the CS}‘: ian critics such as Cardinal
named. Another indication of this 4 al Daly. As more and more

these lists have been targeted in loy-
alist attacks in the last three months.
Loyalist bombs have exploded at t!le
homes of two men mentioned, while
another man was named by the
UDA as the intended target of an
attack in which a North Belfast man
was shot dead.

detail is that vehicle registration
numbers, make of vehicle, colour
and distinguishing features, such
as ‘grill damaged’; ‘dent on pas-
senger door’; are all written into
the crown forces' sheets. Some

people who had changed car since

that list was found had this fact
noted on the crown forces’ docu-
ment.

AP/RN made comparisons with

recently-found files wag
s e{; ' Was accurately
Clearly, such British

and RUC information is l::::y
used by loyalist death squad§
who are continuing to expose the
inadequacies of the whitewash
inquiry of the Stevens Report,

people
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‘GET BACK IN THERE YOU FENIAN BITCH' — KILLER
Nationalist gunned down

in Ardoyne

a G ET BACK IN THERE YOU FENIAN BITCH” was what a

N FUDA death squad member shouted at 12-year-old Jolene
CA_lllster seconds after shooting dead her uncle, 23-year-old

garhr\ Bradley in Ardoyne, North Belfast last Thursday, 12 May.
€ also kicked her in the chest as he made his getaway.

Martin Bradley died shortly after
5.30pm after being shot several
U_mes by the hooded assassins in

IS aunt’s Crumlin Road home.
The UDA assailant had walked in
through the open front door and
opened fire as Bradley cradled his
baby nephew, James.

An uncle of Bradley told
reporters how he had found his
body lying on the kitchen floor in
a pool of blood. The baby was also
found lying on the floor covered
in his uncle’s blood.

The distraught relative
described Martin Bradley as “an
Innocent big fella”.

“I was in my own house when
we got the phone call from my sis-
ter. He was nursing a one-year-old
child at the time, and the loyalist
just kept shooting into him, even
as he fell to the ground with the
child still in his arms.”

An eyewitness to the shooting
described how the assassin
walked calmly from the house to
the getaway car “as cool as any-
thing”. Another relative said that
two weeks ago, the crown forces
had threatened Martin Bradley’s
life in Oldpark RUC Barracks after
he had gone to sort out a driving
matter.

Shortly after Thursday’s shoot-
ing, a crowd of residents shouted at
an identified member of the crown
forces whom they maintained had
threatened Bradley’s life.

Twenty-four hours after the
shooting, around 120 neighbours
of Bradley joined North Belfast
Sinn Féin Councillors Bobby Lav-
ery, Paddy Mc Manus and Joe
Austin at Oldpark RUC Barracks
to protest at collusion between the
RUC and loyalist death squads.

Less than half-a-mile from
Thursday’s killing, another loy-
alist gun attack was carried out,
this time on a Catholic delivery

Ny

©® The scene of the attempted murder of a Catholic delivery man off the Shankill Road -

© Martin Bradley — another victim
of pro-British death squads

man from the Antrim Road area of
North Belfast. The man targeted
was making a regular weekly

I % i

delivery to a shop in Disraeli Street
at 11am on Monday, 16 May, when
the death squad struck.

Five loyalists had taken over a
house in the street the previous
night and held a couple and a
nine-year-old boy hostage. A shop
assistant at Disraeli Street told
reporters that she had heard a sin-
gle shot seconds after the Catholic
man had left her shop. It appears
from reports from the scene that
the would-be killers struck as he
went to the back of the van. After
shooting the man in the upper
thigh, the gang fled the scene in a
hijacked van.

The victim’s condition was lat-
er described as “serious” by a hos-
pital spokesperson. Ironically, an
ambulance going to the scene
passed mourners leaving the
funeral mass for Martin Bradley.

Later on Monday, loyalists in
Armagh shot two nationalists as
they stood talking outside a house
in Drumbreda Park in the
Loughall Road area after 11pm.
The pair were blasted with shot-
gun pellets fired by a loyalist trav-
elling past them in a stolen car.
Both were taken to a local hospital

where they were treated for their
wounds.

ADerryman, the target of a loy-
alist bomb attack, has told
how his life was threatened by the
RUC three weeks ago. During an
RUC raid on his home, an identi-
fied RUC member told Tommy
McGlinchey that there were "a lot
of angry people in the Waterside
who would want to get rid of peo-
ple like him”.

Tommy McGlinchey was
speaking only hours after loyalists
had blown off the front door of his
Chapel Road home in the Water-
side. It is believed a pipe bomb,
which had been planted in the ear-
ly hours of Monday morning, was
used. Windows and cars belong-
ing to neighbours were also dam-
aged in the blast.

McGlinchey, who had been a
member of both the Irish Inde-
pendence Party and Sinn Féin,
lost both legs in a 1975 loyalist
no-warning car bomb. He vowed
that he and his family would not
be forced out of their home,
despite a number of loyalist
attacks.

Following that first loyalist car
bombing, McGlinchey and his
family’s personal details were
found among documents hidden
in a loyalist dump and this fact
was noted during the Stevens
Inquiry into allegations of collu-
sion between loyalist death squads
and the crown forces.

In 1986, loyalists made a fur-
ther attempt on McGlinchey’s
life. They tried to shoot him as
he drove down Fountain Hill,
near his home. Mass cards have
also been sent to his home. Sinn
Féin EU election candidate
Dodie McGuinness, speaking to
AP/RN shortly after the bomb
attack, said that she had issued a
statement three weeks ago high-
lighting the threat made to the
family by the RUC member.
“This RUC officer is part of an
RUC squad that has been target-
ing nationalists in the city,” said
McGuinness.

P

1974 bombings — stop the cover-up

H BY ART Mac EOIN

SURVIVORS of the 1974 Dublin and Monaghan bombings and
relatives of the 33 people killed in the massacre, commemo-
rated the event which witnessed the greatest loss of life in 25
years of conflict on Tuesday, 17 May, and called for an end to two
decades of official secrecy and silence surrounding the events.

British military intelligence
worked with loyalist operatives
from the Six Counties in carrying
out the attacks. The Dublin gov-
ernment has shown a reluctance to
properly investigate and reveal
the true story behind the mas-
sacres. Nobody has ever been
arrested or charged in connection
with the bombings and gardai
received no cooperation from the
RUC — to whom the identities of
several loyalists suspected of
involvement in the bombings is
known.

This was the 20th anniversary
of the bombings and the first
time that any form of official
state recognition of the suffering
endured by the victims, sur-
vivors and relatives has ever
been paid. The 26-County presi-
dent, the lord mayor of Dublin,
TDs, senators and Dublin city
councillors attended a commem-
orative Mass at Dublin’s Pro-
Cathedral.

The official attendance at the
Mass comes after 20 years in which
the survivors of the bombings and

relatives of the victims were ignored
and marginalised. They have also
been subjected to Garda Spe-
cial Branch surveillance
when organising commemo-
rative activities. ¢

A  memorial

stone @
unveiled a year ago in Par- NGt

nell Square has been =X
moved and was unveiled

on Tuesday in Cathal ’
Brugha Street. The rela-
tives, however, regard this

as only a temporary mea-
sure and are seeking the
erection of a larger monu-
ment bearing the names of

the victims, preferably ina
more prominent location.
The government has not
said that it will erect such a
monument.

Denise O’Neill, whose
father Edward was killed
and whose brother was
disabled for life in the
Talbot Street explosion,
told a crowd at the
unveiling that relatives
and survivors had waited

ten months for Minister for Jus-
tice Mdire Geoghegan Quinn, to
complete a promised investiga-
tion into the identities of those
who planted the bombs in
Dublin and Monaghan. Later on
Tuesday afternoon, wreaths
were laid at the sites of the three
Dublin explosions on Parnell
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THOSE WHO LOST THER Lives

PARNELL STREET
TALBOT STREET,
SOUTH LEINSTER STREET

DUBLIN B

OMBINGS ON 17:n M/
R.LE

Street, Talbot Street and South
Leinster Street, at roughly the
same time that the explosions
detonated, 20 years ago.

Sinn Féin candidate for Dublin
Larry O'Toole, who attended the
wreath layings, said that 20 years
after the Dublin and Monaghan
bombings, the threat of loyalist
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® The unveiling of the plaque to the victims of
the 1974 bombings on Cathal Brugha Street
last Tuesday, 17 May. Relatives of the victims
are awaiting an end to the two decades of
official secrecy surrounding the bombings

violence is still being used to
influence public opinion in the 26
Counties.

“The garda inquiry into the
bombings initiated by the Minis-
ter for Justice Mdire Geoghegan
Quinn should be speeded up
and published. I also call for an
international inquiry into the col-
lusion of British intelligence and
other British forces with loyalist
paramilitaries, right from the
start of this conflict.”

B < e s o



LEATHANACH 4 — Thursday, 19 May 1994

'BEAMISH SETS
DANGEROUS

PRECEDENT

FORDE

WHATE\’ER the outcome of the employer-union negotiations

at the Beamish and Crawford brewery in Cork one thing is
clear, the silence of the Labour/Fianna F4il coalition on the dis-
pute has set a dangerous precedent.

Beamish is a profitable company
with a growing market. Since late
last year it has been attempting to
shed over 100 workers at the plant
and contract out their services.
These redundancies have largely
been achieved. All through the
negotiations the company continu-
ally threatened to move the pro-
duction to Britain and shut down

254

If you have a st

> = i :
@ Beamish workers tzke action to prevent the further she
resist company threats to move production to Britain

the 200-year-old Cork brewery.

However, last week the compa-
ny sought to make more workers
redundant by introducing contract
workers to replace them. The com-
pany’s action created an immedi-
ate strike by all the workers at the
plant.

Again the management have
threatened to move the plant to

g

ing of jobs and to

)
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at your workplace,

not a uniqueé ?ase;
_funded multina
in Ireland use
0 manipulate

Britain. This is
and many IDA.
tional companies
the same threat t
their workforces.
However, In
Beamish it is even mO

as the company pmposel:U K aie
operations to another E

Surely in a case like this (herle ::\;
role for both the governmen ot
the EU Commission to smml?low-
such anti-worker practices. Lt
ever, surprise, surprlse, e
hasn’t been a peep out of any 8 .
ernment minister or spokesperso
on the issue. ‘ ;

Finally, anyone with knzwle
edge of warehouses W er
Beamish has been stockpiled Ol"
Jorries are being used to transpor
the product should pass th’e 1f\for-
mation on to the workers picket
outside Beamish and Crawford on
the South Main Street.

the case of
mdamnfnz

10,000 jobs :

That caught your attention.
You were just ready for the
accompanying feel-goqd ann-
ouncement about a major new
employer coming to Ireland. You
were preparing for the details &?f
how the IDA beat off the competi-
tion by offering an attractive pack-
age. However, you are never t_old
of how much money, tax relief,
free specially built factories, etc,
was offered to the benevolent
employer.

Publicising IDA successes has
long been a tactic of government
ministers. The minister gets to
make the announcement when the
contracts are signed. He or she
also gets to turn up and open the
factory when operations start,
then more photographs, more
headlines.

Ruairf Quinn’s tenure as Minis-

et us know. C

Fishing industry ‘being let die’

UCILITA BHREATNACH, Sinn Féin candidate for Leinster in
the EU elections, has highlighted the neglect of the fishing
industry in a visit to the port of Clogherhead, County Louth.

Spezking at Clogherhead,
Bhreatnach criticised the Dublin
government and Louth County
Council for allowing “such a mag-
nificent pier with such potential
for development of fishing, marine
activities and tourism, to deterio-
rate and crumble, sounding the
death knell of the whole fishing
community of Clogherhead”.

Harbour Master Paddy Hod-
gins said the present harbour at
Clogherhead was built in 1884.
Since that time no major repairs or
reconstruction was ever carried
out. “We had plenty of surveys
and promises but nothing was-
done. Now they say we are getting
nothing. Clogherhead will just be
let die,” he said.

There are 30 boats in Clogher-
head with berthing facilities for
only nine small boats. Boats are
forced to berth at Howth and

heda.
Drigllcilita Bhreatnach M'Ient'or\ to
criticise the state of the Irish fishing
industry, po'mting out {hal Ireland
9
only has 3% of EU Fish quotas
despite having 30% of the fishing
waters.
exploiled b;
preventing : ,
Irish fishing industry,

‘Our waters are being
y larger European fleets
the development of the
“she said.

Bhreatnach said Sinn Féin
would resist the latest decision of
the EU Council of Ministers to
give the thumbs up to Spain and
Portugal’s demands for access to
Irish waters and added that the
party would fight for the develop-

i v 1 AR
® Sinn Féin EU candidate Lucilita Bhreatnach, wif
said that Sinn Féin would fight for the develol;mr:( oMf‘

ment of Clogherhead and its adja-
cent area.

Fighting stand in Munster
Sinn Féin Munster EU election
candidate Kieran McCarthy
lodged his nomination papers
vcvill; tge Returning Officer at the
ork City court i
ey 1;'94, house on Friday,
Kieran McCarthy said: “I am

1!

eve Healy and (o,
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Lo ts. Last week it went
~ople of Kilkenny
el jeans to
iiipe s with the lDA.lhln this
ement of the pos-
L am:wl‘:;"chad been made
ts were signed.
1l through. Advance
statements seemed l'n
this case to be misleading and ulti-
ma:flfa‘i’:;:atg:lnog;]uestions. First
hy do the governn‘mnt seek to
cv:eayte positive publicity for !hem;
lves in such an obvious way
s;condly, why is the same input of
resources and effort not put into
developing local employment pro-
jects.
money and t.erm.s pro-
Thefor the 400 jobs'in Kilkenny
uld be made public and Lhose
ould be appropriated
e Kilkenny

shot
resources sh {
to local projects in the

area.

Bank robbery? P

“Unfairly selective” _and sim-
plistic”” was how banking repre-
sentatives reacted to Albert
Reynolds criticisms of the banking
sector last week.

Reynolds' criticism came after
Bank of Ireland announced a
record doubling of its yearly prof-
its to £280 million. His comments
concentrated on the difference
between deposit rates paid and
interest rates charged by the

It was not the first time that
Reynolds has publicly criticised
the banks. While minister for
finance he once told them not to
forget which side their bread was
buttered on. This too provoked
intense criticism from the banking
industry.

standing in these elections to pro-
vide solid and hardworking repre-
sentation for the working-class
people of this province in Europe.

_ "Sinn Féin, through its policies,
is the only serious political force
capable of providing the sort of
ﬁ_ghhng voice needed to protect the
rights of workers and the unem.-
Ployed, to give voice to the concerns
?f the oppressed and marginalised
in Irish society and to bring the nec-
e€ssary attention to bear on the
national question so that we can
achieve a lasting peace,

i
|
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Reynolds commep,. ¢
made in isolation ‘! w,,:t;l

a prospective “/|q,

Reynolds 'Ogetherlsz‘.y br;?:

Quinn, have taken it“h "iI;i

selves to demand on they,
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The lack of a,

c
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in AP/RN, and the gengr i |
fulness of bankg to salu,% !
medium-sized buSinT‘" aq |
prompted our d ‘d"h"‘ |
Quinn is to eggabﬁ_,h':’b"ﬂ. ! |
review committee Compyi: : |
enterprise and emp]:rmu; l
department officialg and bymfﬂl !
representatives. The gov, |
might even get involyeq N sk I
dising loans to indusu-y‘ Sy, K ]

Their plan is doomeq g, | |
as the problems of the ba&nf:‘
sector go much deeper than
problem of loans for ‘u\du,h: !
How do Quinn and Reynolds o, |
pose to deal with the oy, g
of customers, or the re
offer banking services in m |
cally marginalised areas?

Do they propose to tackle
banks speculation in Property
investment and foreign curreng
or their use of domestic profis iy
foreign expansion? The answers |
probably no. There is a simple
solution to their problem, no bt
tles are needed. Nationalise the

banking system.

tact AP/RN by phone 8733611 or fax 8733074.

“”We have an unquestionable
record of struggle and sacrifics.
Our party has been, and will ax
tinue to be, a major driving foree
for progress in our country.”

Section 75 should go

Speaking at a meeting in Der
ry last week on the issue of Iish
sovereignty, Dodie McGuinness
stated that although, by defit"
tion, unionists wish to mainta?
their link with Britain, they
never suffered any ill effect &%
ing from the Irish claim :0
sovereignty over the whole
island.

“Politicians who believe 1% |
dropping Articles Two and Th; !
they will satisfy loyalism ar® i
fusing unionist political des
with the British chm\f
sovereignty in the North 0
land,” she said.

“Sinn Fein believes that 1%
son for the conflict he!e:vd‘e,
tence of two claims to 3
on the six north eastern C"‘”‘w:; |
Ireland; one by Bri!;m
the people of Ireland.”

‘g?;'%u seek to deny the Wd\'
macy of the Irish claim 0% s
British claim rema}“se'nu] to
would be just as detri®®c )
the un.ionistcauseas“’“;e i
ists. The British should Jaim &
ing to withdraw the €% of
Section 75 of the Gover™ sk of
Ireland Act and start ‘d:: 7
persuading the union¥ agr?‘d
towards a future in a0
Ireland.”

A3
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The Ban’ marck to Belfust City Hall |

Loyalists

City Hall march

REPUBLICANS taking part in a peaceful march to Belfast City
Hall, on Sunday, 15 May, came under attack from a loyalist

terror gang.
Armed with automatic rifles, the
loyalists fired on the 1,000-strong
rally as it passed St Comgall’s Pri-
mary School at the junction of Per-
cy Street and the Falls Road. The
loyalist gang fired indiscriminate-
ly at the crowd, intent on taking
the lives of as many people as pos-
sible.

The gang fired across a ‘peace
wall” from the loyalist Shankill
area. Initial RUC claims, made by

‘ The RUC at City Hall — these same people are in collusion with the people who fired on the ® Sinn

marchers

Assistant Chief Constable Ronnie
Flanagan, who said that the shots
were fired into the air, were
intended to diminish the serious-
ness and intent of the attack as
witnessed by participants, who
said that the firing was meant to
hit marchers.

Marchers saw the bullets strik-
ing the school wall. Eight bullet

holes were clearly visible on the:

the attack, but miraculously no
one had been injured.

“They must have fired up to 30
shots,”” said one eyewitness. "I
heard the bullets ping off the rail-
ings after they whizzed past me.
There is no way the shots were
fired in the air. It was a deliberate
attack to kill people trying to
march peacefully to the City
Hall.”

The follow-up operation by the
RUC was branded “a sick joke” by
Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor
Mairtin O Muilleoir. Speaking
after the attack, O Muilleoir stated:

“It is now four hours after the
attack and the RUC still hasn’t
sealed off the scene. There are no
scene of crime officers and no
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® Marchers run from the scene of the UDA attempted massacre on the march

one out collecting the spent bul-
lets.

“Does the Assistant Chief Con-
stable for Belfast, Ronnie Flanna-
gan, still want us to believe that
the UDA sent two men out with
rifles to the peaceline to fire shots
in the air?

“There were nearly 2,000 mem-
bers of the crown forces present at
the rally, at a cost of what must
run into the hundreds of thou-
sands for the British taxpayer, yet
they were still unable or unwilling
to catch the attackers.”

Ithough chaos reigned for

several moments after the
attack, stewards were able to
restore order and the rally contin-
ued peacefully and quietly to the
City Hall.

This attack came a week after
the RUC banned the original
Hunger-Strike Commemoration
March on 8 May under the pretext
that they feared a counter-demon-
stration by the DUP.

Despite the shooting, the
marchers were in a buoyant mood

1

Féin’s Joe Austin slams
British military intelligence

as they gathered outside the City
Hall and listened to North Belfast
Sinn Féin Councillor Joe Austin
slam the actions of the loyalists.
He stated that the guns used in the
attack were shipped here with the
knowledge of British intelligence,
and he slated the RUC for their
well-documented collusion in
these murderous loyalist activities.

West Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor
Una Gillespie, who chaired the rally,
then introduced the main speaker,
EU candidate Tom Hartley. Council-
lor Hartley was greeted with a rous-
ing reception by the waiting crowd.
He welcomed'the people to “our
City Hall” and vowed that no one
“would stop us on our march
towards freedom and liberty. And
that one day our flag will be flying
above the City Hall.”

In his speech, Hartley praised
the resilience and calm demeanour
of the crowd. He looked forward
to August when nationalists
would again gather at the City
Hall to mark the introduction of
internment and 25 years of British

Court quashes NIO decision

HEHIGH COURT in Belfast has quashed the decision of the
TNort.hem Ireland Office not to grant money for the protection
of his home to North Belfast Councillor Bobby Lavery, whose son
was murdered by loyalists last August.

In his reserve judgement, given on
Friday, 13 May, Judge Kerr ruled
that the British Direct Ruler Sir
Patrick Mayhew failed to take
account of Bobby Lavery’s person-
al cir when deciding to
exclude him from the ‘key persons
rotection list’.

Speaking after the outcome of
his judicial review application in
the High Court, Councillor Lavery
said: /I am absolutely surprised

that a British judge has actually
come down in a positive fashi

The decision comes just weeks
after the loyalist killing of Theresa
Clinton, wife of former local elec-
tion candidate Jim Clinton in her
Lower Ormeau Road home. Mem-
bers of other political parties in the

against the NIO’s bigotry.

““Now my solicitors will be
writing to the NIO stating the rea-
sons why my family should
receive protection.

“’Hopefully, this means that
other members of our party who
are in a high-risk situation will
receive proper security similar to
myself.”

Six C ies have received up to
£60,000 for security measures,
while Sinn Féin members have
been consistently denied funding
even though over 20 people con-
nected with the party have been
murdered by loyalists.

The decision by the NIO was a
purely political one claimed Bobby
Lavery. But in spite of his ruling,
this was not supported by Justice

Kerr, who said that reasons for the
refusal outlined in a letter to Lav-
ery from the NIO was solely
because they were Sinn Féin mem-
bers and that a personal assess-
ment of each of them played no
part in the NIO's decision.

Justice Kerr refused an applica-
tion for a declaration that the
direct ruler had discriminated
against him on political grounds.
Backing Mayhew’s decision, Jus-
tice Kelly said that the direct
ruler’s assertion that Sinn Féin
supported violence was “not only
justified but unimpeachable”.

It remains to be seen whether
security will only be provided to

members of the party who have |

lost members of their family in
previous loyalist attacks.

s ';
© BOBBY LAVERY
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THE PURPOSE OF
LOYALIST VIOLENCE

NOTHER WEEK has witnessed the unrestrained savagery of loyal-

ist violence in several areas of the Six Counties. The murder of five
nationalist civilians this week has been accompanied by pathetic public
relations exercises on behalf of the RUC which adds insult to the death
and injury suffered by the nationalist population.
The shooting of a man on Belfast’s Antrim Road occurred as the RUC claimed
they were involved in a major “search and arrest”” operation against loyalist
death squads in the Shankill Road area. The RUC claimed to have arrested up
to 20 people, including one said to be the “commander of the West Belfast
UDA", and seized weapons. The press statements hailed the operation as a
success and gave the impression that major arms seizures had been made.

However, as the cool light of day settled on the RUC claims, it emerged that
of the weapons captured only one, a sub-machine gun, was in working order,
the rest were two sub-machine guns, “with parts missing”, a replica AK47
assault rifle, a replica M60 machine gun and a replica AR15 rifle.

Sinn Féin Councillor for North Belfast, Paddy McManus, correctly
described the RUC operation as ““a damage limitation exercise with the RUC
trying to give the impression that they are taking action against loyalist
killers”". He added that there was clear evidence of continuing collusion
between crown forces and loyalist death squads.

“That they could only seize dummy guns sums up the operation. In real
terms the killing capacity of the UDA and UVF, who are in possession of RPG
7 rocket launchers and modern assault rifles, has not diminished as a result of
the operation,” he said.

As Eamon Fox and Gary Convie were gunned down by another loyalist
death squad in the Tiger’s Bay area of Belfast on Tuesday, 17 May, the RUC
issued another statement claiming they had captured men and rifles used by
loyalists. Again the guns turned out to be replicas.

The crown forces clearly have no intention of moving against the death
squads with whom they are colluding and directing. Loyalist violence is an
intrinsic part of an official state counterinsurgency strategy. The real weapons
being used by the loyalists, as opposed to the replicas, were brought into this
country by British military intelligence.

This week’s vicious murders of nationalist civilians and the transparency of
the RUC public relations exercise brought into sharp focus the unchanging
nature and purpose of loyalist violence in Ireland on the 20th anniversary of
the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.

The threat of loyalist violence is still being used to influence public opinion
in the 26 Counties. The Dublin bombings were masterminded by British intel-
ligence in order to frighten public opinion and the Dublin government. Two
events last year had the same purpose.

First was the staged ‘seizure’ of an arms shipment from Poland at Teesport
in England. This was said to be bound for loyalists but in fact the shipment
and the seizure was revealed to have been organised by the British security
services as a propaganda exercise. Second was the threatening statements
from RUC Chief Hugh Annesley about loyalist intentions to bomb the South.

Killings in the North, carried out with British supplied weapons are
designed, like the bombings of 1974, to terrorise nationalist Ireland into drop-
ping its political demands for a just, peaceful, all-Ireland settlement.
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Sinn Féin moves to overc

clarification roadblock

PREDICI' ABLY, as they always do when there is some sign of
political movement, unionist politicians objected. ”An HEE
uty leader Peter Robinson said, as the British gov-

ut-

elmgneng finally decided to accede to Sinn Féin’s request for
clarification, nearly five months after the Downing Street Decla-

ration was issued.

For five months, the British had
consistently refused to grant Sinn
Féin the same right to obtain clari-
fication of the document as all the
other political parties. Sinn Féin's
reasonable request was described
by British Prime Minister John
Major last January as an “attempt
to muddy the peace process” and

® GERRY ADAMS

@ PATRICK MAYHEW

a demand for “negotiations by the
back door”. e 4
The British responded to any
letter sent by Sinn Féin President
Gerry Adams with curt replies,
merely quoting or paraphrasing
sections of the declaration. Their
public statements were even more
hostile, in contrast with the Dublin

government’s willingness to eluci-
date their own position and give
their own interpretation of the
terms of the declaration.

Sinn Féin's list of 20 i

ome

M BY HILDA
Mac THOMAS

five foreign ambassadors from
European and Latin American
countries, British minister Patrick
Mayhew was subjected to ‘hostile

ioning’ on his gov s

was transmitted to the British
through the Dublin government
last week. The British acknowl-
edged receipt of a document “pur-
porting to be from Sinn Féin”” and
promptly said that they would
make the questions public along
with their reply — something
which Sinn Féin had asked for
anyway — and that this did not
mean that they were in any way
“negotiating or amending the dec-
laration”.

Notwithstanding the irritating
posturing, the British held a meet-
ing of ministers in Downing Street
on Tuesday night to discuss their
answer, the detail of which is
expected before the end of the
week. Dublin premier Albert
Reynolds made some encouraging
noises, saying he hoped the British
response would be forwarded “as
quickly as possible” to allow the
peace process to get moving again.
SDLP leader John Hume said he
saw no difficulty in the British
prime minister answering the
questions put by Sinn Féin “and
the answers offer no threat to any
section of our people”.

That the Downing Street Decla-
ration needed to be clarified
specifically by the British govern-
ment was unanimously accepted
within days of its publication. The
style of the declaration itself, US
academic Padraig O’Malley wrote
last January, was all “convoluted
verbiage, contradictions, tortured
language, elusive caveats”. This,
he said, allowed the declaration to
be “all things to all people”, creat-
ing unanimity only in that “no one
quite understands what the docu-
ment says, what procedures will
be followed, what structures will
be put in place, or even for that
matter what was specifically
agreed to do”. The fact that the
two unionist parties, the OUP and
the DUP, initially took opposite
views of the declaration, has as
much to do with the declaration’s
contradictions as with the electoral
rivalry between the two parties.

Each unionist party got a meet-
ing with John Major, as did the
SDLP and Alliance. At that meet-
ing, they were able to ask the
prime minister for his own inter-
pretation of the text, and how it
did or did not square up with their
own party policies. As for Sinn
Féin, it was bluntly told the decla-
ration “needed no clarification and
it would get none.”

This intransigent stance by the
British created a major diversion
from the work of establishing a
peace process, into a whole debate
on the legitimacy of Sinn Féin as a
political party, and indeed the
legitimacy of its electoral mandate.
This debate was won by Sinn Féin,
as shown by those recent develop-
ments, but also by the breadth of
support for clarification to be giv-
en. The British were called on to
explain themselves by John Hume,
Albert Reynolds, Cardinal Cahal
Daly, British Labour Party
spokesperson Kevin McNamara
and US politicians.

t a private meeting last Thurs-
day in Dublin Castle, with

q
continued refusal to clarify, with
one of the parties in the conflict, a
document which they said set out
the basic principles of that con-
flict’s resolution.

The declarations ambiguities
arise in three main areas.

B In the text itself — for example,
the definition of self-determina-
tion “for the people of the island
of Ireland alone” but exercised by
each part “respectively”, or the
mention of constitutional change
by the Dublin government without
mention of the Government of Ire-
land Act by the British, or the
repeated adherence by the British
to the partition of Ireland and the
maintenance of the union;

B In the various comments made
by British ministers following the
publication of the declaration —
some of which were so deliberate-
ly bellicose as to sound provoca-
tive. There would be “‘no letup
and no quarter’’ if republicans
refused to accept the declaration,
said Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd. John Major referred to the
need for a “decontamination pro-
cess”” before allowing Sinn Féin
into talks, and suggested that ini-
tial, exploratory dialogue between
republicans and the British gov-
ernment would be solely for the
purpose of “discussing how the
IRA would hand over its
weapons”.

In the Westminster debate
that followed the signing of the
declaration, Major had interpret-
ed the document, obviously for
the unionists’ benefit, and
assured them that it did not
mean a united Ireland, nor the
British government joining the
ranks of the persuaders, nor joint
authority, nor a say for Dublin in
the affairs of the Six Counties,
nor even a change in the unionist
veto. All this does not square up

® ALBERT REYNOLDS

with the Dublin government’s
own comments on the same doc-
ument.

M In the absence of any outline of
a process towards peace — leavin,
the document open to wildly dif-
fering interpretations as to the real
intentions of the British govern-
ment. On that, Sinn Féin are ask-
ing the British to clarify what they
see as the subsequent steps they
would take, and structures and
processes they envisage in order to
move on from the declaration.

By transmitting their list of
points for clarification through
the Dublin government, and not
putting themselves on a hook of
insisting on direct contacts
between the British and them-
selves, Sinn Féin have shown
themselves once again to be flexi-
ble. This is one of a number of
signs of goodwill offered by
republicans over the past several
months. Others included Sinn
Féin’s statement that in a situation
of all-inclusive dialogue, republi-
cans would recognise the Dublin
government as the main negotia-
tor on constitutional issues. The
IRA’s three-day cessation at Easter
was another signal, once again
apparently ignored by the British.

Sinn Féin have time and again
explained that they see the decla-
ration, and the debate it created
both within and outside republi-
can circles, as part of a process
which should lead all parties to a
peace process — a process with no
deadlines, no unilateral or grand
gestures, which would include all
parties, and which would include
the means of securing a complete
demilitarisation of the situation.

As they await British clarifica-
tions, Irish nationalists will begin
again to hope that all the hard work
and efforts of the two northern
nationalist leaders, Gerry Adams
and John Hume, and the Dublin
government, might not be in vain. If,
however, the British response to the
20 questions is a mere of
the declaration itself, and left so
deliberately ambiguous as to pro-
vide no clarification at all, this may
well confirm their worst fears. That
is, that the British stance ‘post-decla-
ration’, and indeed perhaps even the
British government’s part of the dec-
laration, are but a stallin g device on
the road to peace.
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in Cavan/Monaghan

IN 1985, Sinn Féin stood seven candi-

dates for various urban district councils
(UDQ) in the border counties of Cavan and
Monaghan. The election of five of these
candidates was secured, while the party
narrowly missed the election of a sixth by
four votes. Two Sinn Féin members were
elected for Clones UDC, two for Mon-
aghan UDC, one for Castleblayney UDC
and the party narrowly missed getting a
third seat in Clones.

In this election, however, Sinn Féin lost
its seat on Cavan UDC. Cavan has been the
only border county on either side of the bor-

der with no Sinn Féin elected representatives

over the past nine years.

In ninl: years, al); the Sinn Féin counc'i"Ol’:
in Monaghan have gained vast expenencr-
and have a proven record of work and sei
vice to the community behind them. Mon-
aghan Sinn Féin County .Councilllt‘lr
Caoimhghin O Caoldin said this made t ;
party face the electorate with c‘uurage an
consequently, Sinn Féin is fielding a longer
list of candidates this time around.

There are eight nominees in County Mon-
aghan — three for Clones UDC, three for
Monaghan UDC, one in Castleblaney and
one for Ballybay Town Commission. The
party is also more than hopeful that it W'l“
retake its seat on Cavan Urban District
Council.

4
Padraigin
Ui Mhurchadha

Monaghan UDC

Since her excellent showing
in the 1985 local council elec-
tions, Padraigin Ui Mhurchadha
has established herself as an
experienced and fair-minded
representative. As a woman
and mother she has reflected
ably on the areas that concern
women in our communities
today.

A keen interest in Irish cul-
tural and language activities,
Pédraigin has been actively
involved in the promotion of
Irish within Sinn Féin, in the
council chamber and in the
wider community.

Known and respected for her
efforts in support of the less
well-off, the aged and infirm,
Pédraigin has spearheaded sev-
eral important debates in the
chamber of Monaghan UDC,
successfully securing real
improvements for those most in
need. A member of a long-
established Monaghan family,
Pédraigin is assured strong sup-
port in the current contest.

Owen Smyth

an UDC

M‘Z‘:‘_S[}:]P and forceful member
of Monaghan UDC since 1985,
Owen Smyth has championed
the needs and issues of concern
to the people of Monaghan
throughout his term as a coun
cillor.

Marrie
ghree children. V

d to Ann, they have
ery supportive

of all efforts to promote the use
of Irish in the daily life of the
local community, Owen was
closely associated with the set-
ting up of the all-Irish stream at
St Mary’s, which later grew into
the highly-acclaimed Gaelscoil
Ultain.

A member of Sinn Féin since
1971, Owen has played an
important role in the develop-
ment of republican politics in
Monaghan town and county.
With a proven record of service
and commitment to the people
of his native town, the 1985
local election poll-topper is cer-
tain to record yet another strong
showing on 9 June.

Caoimhghin
O Caoldin

Monaghan UDC

A member of Monaghan
County Council since 1985, the
selection of Caoimhghin O
Caoldin as the third Sinn Féin
candidate for Monaghan UDC
underscores the serious intent
of the organisation in Mon-
aghan in their quest for a third
urban seat.

Very experienced, Caoi-
mhghin has been a full-time
party activist and public elected
representative for almost a
decade.

Married to Briege, they have
four children.

A member of the Sinn Féin
Ard Chombhairle, Caoimhghin
has been prominently identified
with the party’s international
presentation of its peace pro-
posals, most recently on visits
to Washington and Brussels.

Faced with a difficult chal-
lenge on this occasion,
Caoimhghin O Caol4in presents
Sinn Féin with its best prospects
of securing three seats on Mon-
aghan UDC.

gt
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A.W/
Peter McAleer

Clones UDC

A member of Clones UDC
since 1985, Peter resides at
Cherry Park with his wife
Eileen and their three children,

Secretary of County Mon-
aghan Council of Trade Unions
since 1987, Peter has for long
been associated with trade
union activities and campaigns
aimed at securing and improv-
ing the pay and conditions of
workers. Involved in a number
of local and community-based
committees, Peter has ably used
his council seat to Promote the
needs and interests of the
ple of Clones.

An active member of Sinn
Féin throughout his adult life,
Peter McAleer can confidently
face the electorate of Clones on
9 June,

peo-

Pat Treanor
Clones UDC

Having served on Monaghan

4
Council (1985-1991), Pat
%)e:rr‘\tgr enters the Clones urbaf\
contest with a wealth of exper;—
ence and considerable know i
dge of the workings of loca
i A member of the
govemment. B o
former County Committe:
Agriculture and of the now
abolished Local Heal}h Com-
mittee, Pat has continued to
serve the interests of the elec-
torate of Clones in a nonelected
ity since 1991.
capl:daaZed to Maire, they have
three children. ;

Pat has been very supportive
of all efforts to develop and
promote the town of Clones and
has been to the fore in the cam-
paign to secure the reopening 9f
all closed cross-border roads in
the area.

His election to Clones UDC
will assuredly strengthen that
body’s ability to strive for and
secure the important advances
needed for the future of this
long-neglected border town.

& A “ .
Clones UDC

Popular young Clones wom-
an ]?ebbie Moore is a newcomer
to Sinn Féin’s line-up of candi-
dates.

Mother of Saoirse, she is
Very aware of the difficulties
faced b)f young families striving
to cope in the Ireland of today.

An ablg and articulate wom-
an, Debbie’s candidature wil]
undoubtedly enhance Sinp

éin’s Prospects of ta
Clones.

third seat in sogla

‘u

Jackie Crowe

Cus!lublun;'y ubc

S
Sinn Féin’s NOminee t

party’s vacant seap

blayney UDC in 1933 C‘!\lg‘
Croweis a lmSﬁlabljsi,i;Qie
highly-respecteq Comp,, 4
activist. The refugy) 1, " Uity
members of the urban go:l"n\g
support his co-option o0 ty
and the outright °PP08itip°sal
others, angered a uogs.s;"‘, of
of ‘Blayney’ opinion, Ong I tion
the voters of Castlep],,, N,
have the final say on u\y:ywﬂl
tice. Mjus.

Married to Bernie, ,
their family of eight jve ) 21
er Plunkett Park at o Olive

A member of the
Committee of Arq sf:i{ef's'
gain, Jackie has a keen i Ors
in all youth-related j
Castleblayney.

An active member
Féin throughout his
he places the housing
young families an,
mothers high on his
orities if elected.

T
Cﬁvil'ie:;:
of §j;
dult life
Needs 0{
d singl
list of pri

£

Gene D

Ballybay TC

The Sinn Féin candidate for
Ballybay Town Commission is
Gene Duffy of Corrybrennan
Park.

A builder, Gene is married to
Mary and they have a family of
three.

An active member of Sinn
Féin for ten years, Gene is very
aware of the problems faced by
the people of this Mid-Mon-
aghan town.
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@ A section of the march held against Bri
militarisation in Crossmaglen last Saturday

United stand agnt

Cross siege

VER 1,000 PEOPLE turned out on the streets of Cross-
maglen last Saturday, 14 May, to demand the removal
of the British military presence from the South Armagh
town. Representatives from various societies and organisa-
tions were there to support the local community in their
demands, as well as people from Derry, Dublin, Belfast,

and throughout Ireland.
The banners brought by the
many GAA clubs from the sur-
rounding area, and Crossmaglen
itself, showed the strength of
feeling created by the British req-
uisition of GAA property. Ban-
ners were also brought by other
supportive bodies from Louth,
Belfast and Dublin. The march
proceeded around the town, fin-
ishing in the main square, now
completely dominated by the
British sangar.

Local doctor, Mary Allen,
chaired the rally, at which the
number of speakers was SO
great that there was barely
room for them on the platform.

Representatives from Sinn
Féin, the GAA, Louth County
Council, the SDLP and Newry
and Mourne Council also
spoke at the gathering. Doctor
Allen warned against growing
immune to the present situa-
tion in Crossmaglen, as the
community became accus-
tomed to living in a state of
siege.

James Savage, chair of Newry
and Mourne Council, conveyed
the council’s “support and sym-
pathy” for the people of Cross-
maglen. He also stated that he
had been assured by those
responsible that the siege of the

town would be lifted, but no
date was given for this reduction
in the British military presence.
However, the mood of the crowd
was to take such British assur-
ances with a pinch of salt.

SDLP MP Séamus Mallon
paid tribute to the people of
Crossmaglen, and the dignity of
their protest at what was an
intolerable situation. He
described this as a violation of
people’s lives, “every hour of the
day and night”’. The building
work which the British claim is
responsible for the greatly-
increased military activity in the
town would, he said, not
improve the lives of the people
of Crossmaglen — in fact, the
opposite. Mallon’s speech was
followed by the local SDLP rep-
resentative, John Fee.

Bernadette McAliskey then
addressed the assembled crowd.
She asserted the basic right of the
people of Crossmaglen to live
without militarisation, and
pointed out that this right was
being violated by the British
presence in the town. The failure
to recognise this basic right was
“the beginning and the end of

the problem” for the people of
Crossmaglen.

It is the lack of “’respect for us
as human beings, as nationalists,
and as republicans” which
makes this failure possible. She
added: “We are told we must
stop being what we are if we
want peace and dignity, but we
cannot do this.””

McAliskey pointed out that
the first movement towards
peace must come from the
aggressor, that peace is “not in
the gift of the oppressed”. The
first step towards peace in Cross-
maglen would come with the
dismantling of the sangar oppo-
site the platform. The suggestion
that the offending installation be
sold for scrap was greeted by
cheers from the assembled
crowd.

Sinn Féin Euro candidate Fran-
cie Molloy congratulated the
people of Crossmaglen on the
stand they were taking against the
British crown forces. He especially
mentioned parents, children and
teachers who had taken part in the
demonstration the previous day.
The dignity with which they had
marched, armed only with their
desire for the removal of the instal-
Jations which now dominated their
schools, typified the resilience of
the community. Molloy said this
resistance to the heavily-armed
occupation of Cr gl
reminded him of the sole protester
in Tianamin Square faced with the
armed might of tanks.

“The entire area is a massive
concentration camp’’ and the
community is being used as
“’human shields”’. Sinn Féin,
Molloy concluded, wanted to see
an “end to militarisation” but
this “can only come with an end
to British occupation”.

Two GAA representatives,
Gene Duffy and Eddie Hughes,
then spoke of their hopes of an
“end to the siege of Crossma-
glen”. Fianna Féil TDs Doctor
Rory O'Hanlon and Séamus Kirk
said they hoped there would
soon be a “reduction in the level
of security” in the area.

Father Piaras O Diiill said he
came to Crossmaglen as “a fel-
low-countryman” and said those
who wanted peace should

e
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remember, “’peace does not come
before freedom”.

The representative of the
Rosemount Watchtower Com-
mittee in Derry, said he had nev-
er been to Crossmaglen, but he
could understand the anger of
the community. The people of
Rosemount were continuing to
fight back against the intrusive
watchtower in their midst. “We
will get our human rights... We
are not the ones who need
watching. We are not animals,
we do not break down doors in
the middle of the night, it is the
British who need watching.”

The final speaker was greeted
with cheers of recognition by
the assembled crowd. Sinn Féin
Councillor Jim McAllister said
there were terrorists in Crossma-
glen, and “every one of them
wears the uniform of the British
state”. He added that “not one
man, woman or child in the area
wants them here... they are not
here to keep the peace”, but in an
attempt to claim that Britain rules
\Ireland. “/Britain does not, we do”.

McAllister then called for a
minute’s silence in memory of
those killed in the Dublin and
Monaghan bombings, which
occurred 20 years ago.

“We are the oppressed, and
we want to put an end to it. Your
presence here is very powerful...
This is an Irish town with Irish
people, fighting back. We want
the GAA property back and our
gardens back. We want all-inclu-
sive meetings and democracy...
We will come back and back,
and we will do it.””

McAllister concluded by
telling the representatives pre-
sent from Louth, Dublin and
elsewhere, to go back and “tell
them we don’t want the Irish
army on the border” supporting
the British in what they are
doing in Crossmaglen.

Doctor Allen then read out
the faxes that had been received
from those who were not able to
be present in Crossmaglen,
including Brendan McGahon TD
for Louth, and US Senator, Peter
King.
Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams sent solidarity greetings
to the people of Crossmaglen.

Students protest

AS A PRELUDE to Saturday’s demonstration, protests

were organised by the C
ents Committee outside St Joseph”

Beginning at 10am, students
and parents alike gathered out-
side St Joseph’s High School

® Crossmag

len’s school children make their feelings known on the Br

rossmaglen Concerned Par-
s and St Patrick’s schools.
before marching to the crown
forces’ emplacement on the
Dundalk Road. Carrying plac-

at martial law

ards stating that the British are
using the pupils as human
shields, the protesters marched
to the emplacement. They
heard a message from the con-
cerned parents group, read by

sh occupation of their town

group spokesperson Margaret
O’Callaghan. In the statement,
O’Callaghan said they were
“’marching to highlight the
continued danger to their chil-
dren by these checkpoints
being so close to the schools,
and demand their removal”.

O'Callaghan pointed out that
pupils doing their GCSE exams
and their teachers were under
enough pressure and didn't
need the pressure from the
crown forces.

“We will continue to high-
light, in any way we can, this sit-
uation and emphasise to the
younger children to stay away
from these British army bunkers.
British soldiers are giving them
sweets to entice them into the
bunkers. We don’t want any
child to get hurt or worse.”

The crowd, consisting of chil-
dren, their parents and teachers
from the school, then marched
through the town to St Patrick’s
Primary School on the Carron

.; MARGARET O'CALLAGHAN
Road. There, the pupils and
teachers walked out to join the
protest which had swollen to
hundreds of people. Again they
marched to the Carron Road
crown forces’ emplacement and
made their protest.

Before departing,
O’Callaghan thanked everyone
who came along for their sup-
port and also those parents who
did not send their children to
school as a mark of solidarity.
Also, she mentioned the gover-
nors and staff of St Joseph's
High School who put an adver-
tisement in the local paper to
express their support for the
concerned parents’ action.
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Sinn Féin lead

SECOND VISIT to the United States by a senior Sinn Féin
representative this year has underscored the mood of opti-
mism surrounding the Irish Peace Initiative and the centrality of
Sinn Féin to the efforts to move the peace process in Ireland

along.
Chairperson of the party’s Six-
County Combhairle, Mitchel
McLaughlin, was granted a visa
by the US State Department at the
beginning of May. This allowed
him to take up an invitation, sent
to Sinn Féin, from the influential
and prestigious City Club of
Cleaveland, Ohio.

“The granting of this visit is a

B

victory for commonsense,’” said
McLaughlin “as it allows Ameri-
cans to hear the views of republi-
cans at first hand and removes
another barrier of censorship from
Sinn Féin”,

“Every US president of the
last 40 years has been invited to
the City Club, allowing them to
set out their political stall. And

@ Mitchel McLaughlin — in America to advance the peace process

er in US visit

actually the last Sinn Féin leader
to be invited there was Eamon
De Valera.” ]

During his tour, the Sinn Féin
councillor met with senators and

g bers whose i t
in Ireland has been consistent and
who have the power and ability to
influence US policy makers.

“'These expressed concern
about the British refusal to clarify
the Downing Street Declaration
for Sinn Féin. These politicians
found it difficult to understand
why the British would refuse to
give clarification of the declara-
tion, especially if doing so would
move the peace process on.

“The senators and congress-
men assured me they would lob-
by the Clinton administration to
have the clarification issue
resolved.”

McLaughlin also visited Wash-
ington DC, where he attended
meetings with other Irish-Ameri-
cans. He briefed some of the most
powerful US political lobbyists.

Describing these briefings as
“very useful exchanges” the Sinn
Féin spokesperson said the US
politicians were “very interested
in what I had to say and by their
interjections showed a high degree
of awareness of the situation in the
Six Counties”.

There was also a press confer-
ence held in the office of New
York Congress member Peter
King, which was attended by
journalists from the syndicated
press. McLaughlin told AP/RN
that he was very impressed by
the coverage he received at this
conference.

“The fact that the Wall Street Jour-
nal, one of the most influential and
prestigious newspapers in the
world, gave a Sinn Féin spokesper-
son front-page coverage is an indica-
tion that the Sinn Féin message is
getting through.”

RUC pressure Cookstown
woman to inform

A- YOUNG COOKSTOWN WOMAN is close to a breakdown
fter she and her young family were targeted by the RUC in
a concerted attempt by the RUC to force her to work for them.

The first of a series of approaches
took place at the beginning of 1994
when RUC Special Branch detec-
tives called at the woman’s door
and tried to pressurise her into
becoming an informer.

They told her that they were
“interested in the past, and that
she knows how to get in contact
with him anytime’”. They
promised the woman that if she
cooperated she and her family
““would be set up for life”’. The
woman refused to work for them.

Since the woman’s refusal,
RUC harassment has become so
bad that she has considered leav-
ing her home. The woman who is
receiving treatment for her nerves,
told AP/RN:

“The RUC are attempting to
take advantage of my vulnerable
nervous state. Every time that I
was stopped they would play
the good guy/bad guy routine, it

has left my nerves in tatters but
they still continue to harass !l';e
and my famil):; and its gradually

getting worse.

The woman is so frightened
that she now only goes into Cook-
stown town centre once a week to
shop for fear that she will be
harassed further. The woman has
to pass a permanent army check-
point on her way into the town
and faces constant abuse from the
members of the crown forces who
guard it.

The young woman broke down
in tears several times during the
interview with AP/RN. As she
spoke about her ordeal the woman
said:

“They know I am a single
parent and they are trying to
exploit what they see as a weak-
ness. I can hardly walk to the
shops without being stopped.
I've been called a slag and a
whore everytime I am stopped
by, or pass these people.”

In a further crude attempt at
intimidating the woman, the
crown forces targeted the wom-
an’s 13-year-old daughter.

Several weeks ago the young

girl was told by a British army
footpatrol that her father had been
shot at Silverbridge. The British
soldiers were referring to a failed
shoot-to-kill incident were the
RUC fired on a car at the Silver-
bridge crossroads near Crossma-
glen.

The young girl ran home in a
state of distress and told her moth-
er what happened. The mother,
upset at the state of her daughter
and what she had told her, began
to phone around the local and
regional hospitals in an attempt to
find out about her estranged hus-
band. It was only the next day that
she found out that the story was a
lie.

In the most recent incident the
woman had gone to Belfast and
stayed with a friend in an attempt
to recover from the pressure she
was under. But when she arrived
in Belfast she was stopped by
members of the RUC Special
Branch one of whom was called
Monteith. He again asked her to
work for the RUC and said that
she would be “looked after”” by
them. Again she refused and was
subjected to verbal abuse from the
officers.

The woman has since gone to
her solicitor and is in the process
of making a formal complaint
against the crown forces.

Unionists oppose security wal

HE CALLS by residents of Springfield Park t9 have a
security wall built to protect thgm frq{n_ loyalist death
squads have been opposed by unionist politicians. Preseqtly,
the nationalists of Springfield Park and‘ the loyah§|s of Spring-
martin Estate are separated only by palisade fencing.
Unionists are threatening to btlock t{le pmp.os?d wall unless they
are consulted about any changes in the ‘peace lme A
Despite the fact that in recent years t}-e'loy:alxst dfaath squads have
mounted ten sectarian attacks on nationalists in §pnngﬂeld Park, the
most recent being was the shooting dead of Lx.am Ts:ompwn last
month, the NIO has refused to take seriously residents’ demands for
mc;’iﬁﬁ (?; the Ulster Unionist Party showm_ed his complete dis-
regard for the lives of nationalists when he saxd his reason fog oppos-
ing the wall was because “many people living in Springmartin could
find themselves looking at a 20-foot wall all day”.

Residents angry at Hendron

PRINGFIELD RESIDENTS are also angry at the actions of

SDLP MP Joe Hendron, who attended a meeting with NIO
Minister John Wheeler on the issue of the wall “with no man-
date” according to local people.

In a statement on 17 May, the Springfield Park Residents Associa-
tion (SPRA) said that even after Hendron had been made aware that
the NIO had vetted the SPRA delegation and attempted to limit it to
one person, the SDLP man persisted in meeting the minister. The res-
idents went on:

“Despite his high hopes of gaining political kudos, Hendron only
succeeded in undermining his position and this was borne out by
Councillor Attwood’s admission that nothing was gained from the
meeting, but continued empty promises given by the minister.”

The group said that Hendron had been “consistently duped” by
the NIO, RUC and government ministers. “’He should now throw his
weight four square behind the residents’ continuing campaign for
proper safety measures for our families.”

Councillor’s intervention
penalised by court

DERRY SINN FEIN councillor has been bound over to

keep the peace for 12 months after being convicted last
week at a court in the city of disorderly behaviour likely to
cause a breach of the peace after a raid on a West End Park
house in the city on 9 December 1992, in which six people
were arrested by the RUC.

Councillor Mary Nelis, who was not a councillor at the time of the
incident, stated she had gone to the West End Park house, which
houses the offices of the Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign and the
Pat Finucane Centre, after learning that several men had broken in.

S.he declared that she was very concerned at “banging and ham-
n;enng" noises coming from the house where the search was taking
place.

The RUC accused her of saying she was leaving to “get a crowd
together to block the area”, however, Nelis denied trying to incite a
crowd. She said she left to phone St Eugene’s Cathedral parochial
house and the SDLP offices.

She added that a priest from the cathedral had later arrived on the
scene. Nelis also denied trying to prevent RUC vehicles leaving the
area, saying that RUC vehicles “were leaving the scene at great speed
and it would have been ‘foolhardy’ to try to obstruct them”.

Councillor Nelis, from Westland Avenue in the city, has lodged
an appeal against the judgment.

Charges dropped in

sectarian murder case

TWO.BELFAST women accused of the murder of Ann
Marie Smyth on 24 February 1992, have had the murder
charges dropped in return for pleading guilty to lesser
offences. This development comes despite evidence from the
maln prosecution witness, Cheryl Kelly, that the two, Michelle
Thompson and Hazel Colligan, had been present in the East
Belfast house where Smyth was killed, and that Colligan had
told her the Armagh woman was to be murdered “because
she was a Catholic”’,
The ht/o were released on bail after th il

!<u conspiring .to- assault Smyth, and to ?Ztrnfpbt?nug\ fie;:efeeg'“mr{
course of public justice” by making a false statement to the RUC and

des"")’“‘ g “vital evidence’’ The <
st son i to
clean the house after = et ompson alone admitted helping

Five of the six people still on trial in connection with the killing of

Ann Marie Smyth are accused of her murder. /J
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Euskadi

S[NN FEIN President Gerry Adams last week visited the
Basque Country, Euskadi, at the invitation of Herri Batasuna.
He received a tremendous welcome at Sondica Airport on Mon-
day, 9 May, when he touched down in Bilbao.

As well as the expected large press
corps, Basque dancers greeted him
at the airport and presented him
with a makila, a staff traditionally
used by Basque cattleherders and
shepherds, which symbolises digni-
ty and authority. During his short
but busy visit, Adams did numer-
ous interviews with Basque, Span-
ish and international media
organisations. On his first evening
he addressed a meeting in a Bilbao
cinema attended by over a thou-
sand people, anxious to hear about
the Irish Peace Initiative.

Adams attended two press con-
ferences with Herri Batasuna, one
in Bilbao, the other in Madrid,
accompanied by Karmelo Landa,
the party’s European MEP. Adams
also spoke at a public meeting in
Madrid, which was attended by
several hundred people. At these
public appearances and in inter-
views, Adams repeatedly referred
to the triumph of the African

National Congress in South Africa
and the swearing in of Nelson Man-
dela as the first democratically-
elected president. He said that these
events, almost unimaginable only a
few short years ago, have fanned
the hope that true and lasting peace
will be reached in the near future,
in Ireland as well as in Euskadi.

The most emotive part of his vis-
it for Adams came when he visited
Gernika, the cradle of Basque cul-
ture and resistance, which was
almost totally destroyed by Nazi
bombers in 1937, as Hitler support-
ed Franco’s forces with airpower.
Mothers of Basque political prison-
ers presented Adams with a copy of
Pablo Picasso’s famous painting,
Gernika. While in Madrid, Adams
took time to visit the Madrid muse-
um where Picasso’s original is dis-
played.

Adams flew home from Madrid
on Wednesday, 11 May, after a very
successful solidarity visit.

Change of masters += -
P

IN MAY 1969 the volcano which was the Six-County state was
still boiling after the eruptions of the previous months. There
was no visible sign yet of the catastrophic explosion which was to
come later in the summer, but the rumblings which presaged it

could be heard clearly.

At the start of the month Major
James Chichester Clarke had taken
over as unionist prime minister
from Terence O’Neill.

Chichester Clarke had resigned
from the government in protest at
O'Neill’s attempts at reforms in
response to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. The removal of O’Neill and
the election of Chichester-Clarke
to the leadership of the Unionist
Party had been a victory for the
increasingly angry and vocal right
wing of unionism. But lest it be
thought that O’Neill was any less
condescending in his attitude to
Catholics than the more extreme
unionists, his remarks on 10 May,
within three weeks of his resigna-
tion, should not be forgotten. In an

interview with the Belfast Telegraph
he said:

“It is frightfully hard to explain
to Protestants that if you give
Roman Catholics a good job and a
good house, they will live like
Protestants, because they will see
neighbours with cars and televi-
sion sets. They will refuse to have
18 children, but if a Roman
Catholic is jobless and lives in a
most ghastly hovel, he will rear 18
children on National Assistance. If
you treat Roman Catholics with
due consideration and kindness,
they will live like Protestants in
spite of the authoritative nature of
their church.”

The pattern that was to emerge
throughout the year was the

o

irreformability of unionism and of
the unionist state. That the man
who made such remarks could be
seen as too radical by most of his
own party, and as a traitor by the
growing forces of loyalism led by
Ian Paisley, said much about the

£1,000 Sinn |
Féin Election
Draw Results

1ST PRIZE £1,000: MARGARET
O’CONNELL, CAVAN;

2ND PRIZE CREST MIRROR: |
BERNIE BOYLE, MONAGHAN; |

3RD PRIZE FRAMED PROCLA-
MATION: JOE CULLEN, GOREY,
COUNTY WEXFORD.

| MARY

i

PUBLIC MEETING
"Miscarriages of
Justice & The

Reasons Why"
1 Mansion House, Dublin ‘

Speakers

BECK (Balymurphy 7 Relatives Committee) ‘

JEREMY CORBYN, M.P.

ANGELO FUSCO
NICKY KELLY
TOM McGURK

JOHNNY WALKER
JUDITH WARD

' Wed., 1 June, '94 8p.m. |

® A NICRA protest during the early —days of the Civil Rights Movement

deeply reactionary nature of
unionism. It was this stone wall of
sectarianism that the Civil Rights
Movement was to confront over
the next few months.

The man who had taken over
the reins of power at Stormont
was, like O'Neill, from a unionist
landlord background. Chichester
Clarke had been educated at
Eton, one of the foremost English
public schools, became an officer
in the Irish Guards and inherited
his grandmother’s Stormont seat
in South Derry in 1960. He was a
leading figure in the unionist
party throughout the 1960s.

Proposals to introduce even
the most basic reforms to end the
most blatant forms of gerryman-
dering in local government had
caused a crisis in unionism
which was still developing when
Chichester Clarke took over. On
18 May 1969, the Northern Ire-
land Civil Rights Association
(NICRA) said that the failure of
the government to stick to a
timetable of reforms meant that
there was no alternative but to
continue their civil disobedience
campaign. In April they had
announced a moratorium on
marches and street demonstra-

tions, but they now gave the
government six weeks, up to the
end of the Stormont parliament
term, to issue a public timetable
of reforms or else demonstra-
tions would start again.

NICRA repeated their
demands which were designed
to break the unionist sectarian
stranglehold on all levels of gov-
ernment. These demands includ-
ed ‘one man, one vote’ (an end to
the system whereby only people
of property could vote in local
elections and where companies
had multiple votes) the lowering
of the voting age to 18, an inde-
pendent boundary commission
to change the rigged constituen-
cies, a points system for housing
machinery to remedy local gov-
ernment abuses, legislation
against discrimination in jobs, a
review of the Special Powers Act
and the disbandment of the B
Specials.

By the end of the month Chich-
ester Clarke had produced no
timetable and on 1 June NICRA
announced that street demonstra-
tions would resume. The stage
was set for one of the most
momentous summers in [rsh his-
tory.
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Clar an Oireachtais seolta

G OCAID ar an Deardaoin seo caite, 12 Bealtaine fégrafodh
‘clér sealadach Oireachtas na Gaeilge. Beidh sé 4 reachtail i
mbliana thar deich 14 6 Aoine 28 Deireadh Fémhair go Domhnach

' 6 Samhain sna Déise.

Is { seo an chéad uair riamh a
mbeidh an tOireachtas ar sitil sna
Déise agus t4 an-obair déanta
chun a chinntit gur Oireachtas
den scoth a bheidh ann. I mBaile
Dhiin Garbhén agus i nGaeltacht
na Rinne a bheidh imeachtaf na
féile ar sivil.

T4 c4il ar na Déise de bharr
saibhreas an cheoil agus na teanga
agus de bharr 4illeacht an chean-
tair féin. T4 c4il ar leith ar thraidis-
itin sean-ndis an cheantair.

Is € an tOireachtas féile naisivin-
ta Chonradh na Gaeilge agus
priomhfhéile na Gaeilge. Is € an

teacht le chéile is md sa bhliain é
do phobal na Gaeltachta agus na
Gaeilge.

Bionn an tOireachtas ag plé le
beagnach gach gné de shafocht
agus de chultir na Fireann — an
teanga, an ceol, an amhranafocht,
an rince, an dfospéireacht, an
sport, an ealafn, agus ar nd6igh,
an dea~<chomhluadar.

Freastalafonn an fhéile ar gach
cindal duine idir 6g is aosta. Beidh
imeachtaf speisialta do dhaone
6ga ar siil le linn na chéad
deireadh seachtaine ach beidh
cuid mhér imeachtaf eile le linn na

féile a bheidh oiritinach do
dhaoine 6ga chomh maith.

Seoladh Clar na gComoértas
Liteartha ag an océid i gClub an
Chonradh. I mbliana t4 luach
£25,000 de dhuaiseanna 4
thairiscint do shaothar tirnua san
réimsf seo a leanas — pros, filfcht,
dramafocht, iriseoireacht, teiliffs,
aistritichdin,  ffséan  agus
cumadéireacht ceoil. T4 Bord na
Gaeilge ag déanamh arrafochta ar
chomértais nua san iriseoireacht
chléite agus chraolta agus ar
chomértas do script teiliffse.

Roghnafodh an craolt6ir agus
an bailitheoir ceoli céilidl Ciardn
Mac Mathtian ina éarlamh ar na
Oireachtas. T4 céil air as a cldir
The Humous of Donnybrrook
agus Mo Cheoil Thi.

An Phoblachf/ﬂepubllcan News F
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i Chorr
‘A MORSHIIUL go dti Halla na ’Cathrac_h sa
Chriochach beartaithe ag an Choiste Thir Eoghain do Chearta

s Naisitint6ir trathnéna Dé Domhnaigh, 5 Meitheamh. 5
Beidh an mérshitl ag dul 6 ar fad Halla na Cathrach. T4 stil

To FrecooN

@ Niisignaithe ag éileamh cearta taistil

Chabhsa McGovern sa bhaile go
dti Halla na Cathrach. Ddirt an
coiste nach bhfuil an bealach a
roghnaigh siad don mhérshidl
consp6ideach ar bith.

Duirt an coiste go mbeadh sé
foréineach dé4 geuirfeadh an RUC
cosc ar an mhérshitil de thairbhe
gur “Saoirse Gluaiseachta” an téa-
ma atd ar an imeacht. Arsa an
coiste:

“'T4 sé soiléir i gceantar a bhfuil
an lion céanna ndisiintéirf agus
aontacht6irf ann gur leis an phobal

againn nach mbeidh an RUC didl-
tach don iarratas réastinach seo le
méirsedil i srdideanna 4r mbaile
féin.

T4 siiil againn go mbeadh
dearcadh ni ba réastinta ag an
RUC maidir leis an mhérshitl seo
n4 mar a bhi acu i mBéal Feirste
Dé Domhnaigh, 8 Bealtaine.

“Thaispedin an réiteach scan-
nélach sin de chuid an RUC gur
beag an t-athrti a théinig ar an stét
seo 6 bhi 1969 ann.”

Chorr Chriochach

Chéin an coiste an clipeadh gan
stad gan staonadh de niisitinaithe
4ititila an bhliain seo ag limha an
RUC agus arm na Breataine. Rinne
siad compardid idir na
gnfomhacha seo agus na hiarrach-
taf atd ag dul ar aghaidh le buan
sioch4in a thabhairt don tir.

“Ag an am seo,” arsa an coiste
“nuair até iarrachtai 4 ndéanamh
le préiseas siochdna a fhorbairt
agus a thégiil silimid go bhfuil an
cur isteach seo neodrach agus
millteach. In ionad sin t4 ndisid-
naithe ag duiil le céimeanna chun
tosaigh. Bheadh cead don mhér-
shitil seo go Halla na Cathrach ina
chéim bheag 4itiiil sa treo seo.”

Parul ditltaithe do chime
Feirsteach

D‘éiligh urlabhrai Shinn Féin ar na priostiin, Francie Molloy,
athruithe méra don phréiseas do pharil trécaireach do

chimi.

Bhi Molloy ag caint i ndiaidh gur
didltafodh paril trécaireach do
Peter Corbett, cime poblachtach as
Ard Eoin, i dTuaisceart Bhéal
Feirste, a chaith breis is sé bliana
de dhaoradh 17 blianz sa Cheis
Fhada.

Leanann an réiteach seo didltd
an Roinn Ghné6thaf Baile sa
Bhreatain ligean don chime
poblachtach Hugh Doherty
i 1 ar adhlacadh a mhéthai

taom crof ollmhér ag Arthur Cor-
bett, athair Peter, agus tégadh é
chuig an aonad dian aire den
Oispidéal Rioga i mBéal Feirste. T4
stair de thriobl6id dhdirire crof ag
Arthur Corbett le 10 mbliana
anuas.

Mar sin chuir Peter iarratas
isteach go dfreach faoi
choinne paril trécaireach lena
athair a fheicedil. Dhidltaigh an

coicfs 6 shin. T4 19 mbliana caite
ag Doherty i bprfosdin
Shasanacha.

Itaine, bh{

Oifig Th t Eireann. Ddirt
siad nach raibh an t-athair “i
mbaol béis”. Arsa Francie Mol-
loy:

171G i1&ird

cés Peter Corbett

Dé Luain seo, 16 B

" mbeadh sé ina phribh-

an easpa daonnachta
laistigh den OTE ag
ditlti do mhac cuairt
a thabhairt ar a athair
at4 ina lui go déirire
tinn.

““Ba chéir go
mbeadh sé de cheart
ag achan cime paril
trécaireach a fhéil do
thréimhse 72 uaire ar
a laghad.

“Nior

chéir go

1éid ar féidir le gob-
harnéir priosin né
oifigeach de chuid an
OTE a choinneéil siar.

“’Ba chéir paril
tr6caireach a thab-
hairt do Peter Corbett
laithreach baill le
bheith lena chlann ag
an am seo.”

FF)

® Geataf na Ceise Fada

Gniomhaithe Dhoire feargach as réiteac|

TA gnfomhaithe Gaeilge i nDoire feargach as moltaf chun aon-
ad Gaeilge an BBC a bhogadh 6 stitiide6nna Raidi6é Feabhail

sa chathair go Béal Feirste.

Duirt urlabhraf de chuid an BBC
an tseachtain seo caite go mbeidh
fégra go luath ar an atheagrii den
aonad a dhéanann cléir Ghaeilge
sa BBC sna ¢ Chontae.

Ach diiirt Ivor Ferris de [(Chu;

Gaelach Chnoc na Ros

:‘l;:)‘ir;e gur chreid sé go raibh
pleananna ag an BBC chun an t-

aonad Ghaeilge a bhogadh amach
as an chathair go Béal Feirste.
Dtiirt Ferris de réir mar a thuig
8é an scéal go raibh an BBC ag
athlonnd an aonaid sa Roinn do
Chl4ir ar Leith i mBéal Feirste.
Ach diirt sé go raibh an sért seo
smaoinimh ag dul in aghaidh
polasaithe reatha de dhilri agus

athscaipeadh de sheirbhis{ agus
obair.

Duiirt Ferris go raibh rél ag an
Aonad Gaeilge ar an Fheabhail i
bhforbairt an chomhphobail
maguaird agus go mbeadh sé ina
chaillidint mhér don ddiche d4
mbogfaf go Béal Feirste é. Arsa sé:

“Cuireann an t-aonad obair ar
f4il do roinnt daoine 4itiila a
chruthaigh go raibh siad
cumasach i ndéanamh cldir den
chéad scoth.

-“Cuireann obair an aonaid an
diiche ar fad ar an learscil
chraolta in Eirinn agus mar sin t4
tionchar mér aige ar an fhorbairt
chultirtha, shéisialta agus eac-
namuiil den cheantar.”

Dum Ferris nar chéir don BBC
rébhte}:;h beag beann ar éifeacht
na réitithe seo ar an chomh;
ditiil. R
“Ba chéir do mhérchorparaid
stdit mar an BBC smaoineamh ar a

n BBC

freagracht don chomhphobal 2
fhreastalann sé air.

“Mar sin nfor chéir dé réigg\e
méra mar seo a ghlacadh gan aird 8
thabhairt ar an tionchar a bheidh ag
na réitithe sin ar an chomhphobal
ina bhfuil an t-aonad bunaithe.”

Mhol Ferris an obair até déanta
ag an aonad Gaeilge ar an
hail go dtf seo agus diirt sé 80
raibh suil aige go an BBC
an réiteach leis an aonad 2
bhogadh go luath.
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VOLUNTEER JIM LlYNAGH LECTURE 1

Peace strategy debated

in Portlaoise

M PRO Republican POWs, G
SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY of the death 5

HE 3 ¢
I of Volunteer Jim Lynagh and his seven o
memol’ﬂ‘ed this week by the republican P

T
:s":" comrade who ;P?;ﬁeuz i
i i-
u;'hem Jl;‘umy\:'“ho was to the igne'
i: all aspects of the struggle. Jim
ahighly ed and fearless
V::unm on the outside who k.)ok
the fight directly to the Brih_sh
forces whenever thg opportunity
arose. In Ponlaoxs.e we a!so
remember him as a hlghly—p?]lﬁ-
cised Volunteer fvho recognised
the importance of immersion in the
olitics of the struggle and the
olitical awareness this entailed.
Well read in history and politics,
im was convinced of the need to
learn from the lessons of the past
so that they may guide us in the
politics we develop to carry us into
the future. ;

While in Portlaoise, Jim was as
active as he was outside. Taking
part in debates and lectures on a
regular basis, he liked nothing bet-
ter than a good political argument.
In his view this was putting one’s
time to good and productive use
while in prison. Developing and
deepening our understanding of
republican politics will leave us
better equipped to contribute to
the struggle when eventually
released. In recognition of Jim
Lynagh’s contribution to the strug-
gle both inside and outside the
prison we pay tribute to his memo-
ry by dedicating a series of politi-
cal lectures to him every year.

The annual Jim Lynagh series of
lectures are an important feature of
the political life in Portlaoise. It
provides the prisoners with an
opportunity to develop our politics
and engage in fruitful discussion
and debate around relevant social,
political, cultural and economic
issues in Ireland today. Each year
the series of lectures focus broadly
around a particular theme. This
year's well attended lectures had
as their theme the current peace
process, how it can be developed
and the possible directions this
could take.

The first of three lectures was
given by Martin Ferris (Kerry).
Outlining the genesis and the
development of the attempt to
build a peace process, Ferris pre-
sented a comprehensive run down

mrades was com.-
OWs in Portlaoise

on the Irish Peace Initiative, He
argued that after many painful
years of struggle there now exists
an unprecedented effort by Irish
nationalists to find 2 solution and
end the conflict in Ireland. He
traced how the Republican Move-
ment and other nationalist-minded
md‘widuals and parties have
arrived to where we are now: A
fox:m of nationalist alliance encour-
aging and generating support for a
real peace Process. Significant
d_evelopmen!s in republican poli-
tics were highlj e

ghlighted as propelling
the process forward. These includ-
m:l the ending of abstentionism b:
Sinn Féin in the 26 Counties in
1986, which was seen as a major
and first step in ending the
marginalisation of the Republican
Movement. Another important
step was the 1987 discussion Ppaper
A Scenario for Peace, which focused
on the right of the Irish people as a
whole to self-determination. This
envisaged an inclusive role for
those currently in the unionist
community alongside the rest of
the Irish people.

The Sinn Féin/SDLP talks were
identified as another crucial step
forward. These developments,
combined with the 1992 document
Towards a Lasting Peace in Ireland,
were cited as major contributory
factors in ending years of enforced
political marginalisation and isola-
tion of Sinn Féin. As a consequence
they have also been instrumental
and of enormous importance in the
formulation of the attempts to
build an Irish peace process. As a
result the British occupation of the
Six Counties has come under the
world’s media microscope. It
remains for all the parties involved
to take the next steps together if
there is to be a continuation of the
peace process and a lasting peace,
Ferris pointed out.

ark Farrell (Dublin) gave the

second lecture. He presented a
critical analysis of a proposal by
Bernadette McAliskey for an inde-
pendent ninecounty Ulster as a way
of bringing the conflict to a peaceful
resolution. While accepting
McAliskey’s sincerity, Mark ques-
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tioned the acceptability of such a
Proposal to any of the parties
involved in the conflict.

It lacked the necessa: ingredi-
ents to resolve the conﬂig and was
unlikely to be accepted by either
nationalists or unionists, he main-
tained. The proposal was also
questioned in terms of the econom-
ic viability of the entity in question.
Farrell stressed his belief that the
only real chance of Ireland moving
forward politically or economically
would be in the context of a united
32-County socialist republic. Any-
thing less would delay, rather than
encourage, a peaceful outcome, he
argued.

The third and final lecture was
delivered by Brian Kenna
(Dublin). His talk focused on the
need for clarification. If the Down-
ing Street Declaration was the “first
step’, as the British maintained,
then they have a responsibility to
outline and clarify what the next
steps are and, more importantly,
where they are leading. On the face
of it the declaration appears to rule
out the Irish people’s right to self-
determination. If this is not the
case then the British should have
no problem clarifying this and oth-
er relevant points and ambiguities
in the document. As representa-
tives of a substantial section of the
nationalist electorate in the Six
Counties, Sinn Féin should be enti-
tled to the same consideration with
regard to clarification as were all
the other parties. Sinn Féin
involvement is central to any
prospect of a resolution to the con-
flict, he pointed out. Without inclu-
sive dialogue, and a recognition of
the legitimacy of the Sinn Féin
mandate, no initiative can succeed.

The British have a responsibility
to involve all parties. If Dublin
could clarify aspects of the declara-
tion for Sinn Féin then the British
should have no problem in doing
likewise, if they are sincere about
bringing about a lasting peace. It
was hypocritical of the British not
to engage in dialogue given their
prolonged secret contact with the
Republican Movement over a
three-year period from 1990, Ken-
na pointed out.

Debate after each lecture was
enthusiastic and lively. The contri-
butions and questions from the
floor were wide ranging and
detailed. Those delivering the lec-
tures were given no easy ride and
were pressed to elaborate on and
defend their arguments. The
response from the floor reflected

LYNAGH LECTURE 1994... ’

ey

bered by the republi

® Volunteer
Portlaoise Jail

m Lynagh —

the intense interest by the prison-
ers in the current political situa-
tion.

Many speakers emphasised the
need for, and the importance of,
the prisoners having an input into
the republican strategy. It was
agreed that in light of the constant-
ly changing and evolving political
situation it was imperative that the
issues raised at the lectures should
not end there. There was a need to
continually debate and update the
issues and arguments over the
coming months.

This week’s series of lectures
and the contributions made by
those in attendance reflect the pris-
oners’ viewpoint that our partici-
pation in the struggle does not end
at the prison gate. On the contrary,
the well-established tradition here,
as in other prisons containing
republican POWs, encourages
involvement in continuous analy-
sis and debating the issues relevant
to the overall struggle.

This year’s lectures were a fit-
ting tribute to Volunteer Jim
Lynagh’s memory. It was a deep
political understanding of the
root causes of the conflict in this

L -
©® BRIAN KENNA
country that motivated Jim
Lynagh and his comrades. We
can pay them no better tribute
while in prison ourselves than to
.deepen our own political aware-
ness. By using our time construc-
tively we can equip ourselves to
play an even greater role in the
freedom struggle and help
achieve the objectives for which
Jim and his comrades fought and
died.

Allbands taking part in this year's parade are asked o
Areas should encourage a large attenda

1994 [Bodenstovym 1994
Assemble 2pm Sunday, 19 June
Sallins, County Kildare -

speakir: Lucilita Bhreatnach
(Ard Ranai Sinn Féin)

inform the National Commemoration Committee in advance.
o nce and buses should be booked now!

An Cumann Cabhrach
UESTILIOMNEAL DITRIER AN
REBUBLIGCANIREUNION|
Friday 17th June
in the
Regency Hotel

Swords Road
Dinner served 8pm
Admission £16

Bar Extension
Book tickets early to avoid disappointment
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‘Mac Diarmada

honoured
in Leitrim
AMONG THOSE who laid wreaths at the annual Sedn Mac

Diarmada Commemoration in Kiltyclogher, County Leitrim,
the place of his birth, was Moira Grant, a grand niece of the exe-

cuted leader of 1916.

This year’s ceremony attracted a

crowd of over 200, led by two
- bands. The upcoming local and

EU elections were represented by

the presence of two Sinn Féin can-

didates and senior party members.

The commemoration was chaired
by Sligo Corporation candidate
and Sinn Féin Ard Chomhairle
member Sedn MacManus, who, in
a short address, recalled Mac Diar-
mada’s famous line: “Damn your

concessions, England. We want
our country.”

The main speech was delivered
by Sinn Féin Vice President Pat
Doherty, who is standing for the
European elections in Connacht/
Ulster. He spoke of Mac Diarma-
da’s hard work and vision, adding
that “there must have been times
when it seemed to him that the
monolith of colonialism would
never shift, that his efforts were

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEET-
INGS: 7.30pm, first Tuesday of
every month, Anti-Extradition
Office, 29 Mountjoy Square,
DUBLIN

BALLYMURPHY SEVEN PICK-
ET: Every Saturday, 2-4pm,
O'Connell Bridge, DUBLIN

COMMEMORATION: Gortaglan-
na Commemoration. Assemble
in village at 7.30pm, Friday, 20
May, KNOCKANURE, County
Kerry. Followed by march to
memorial. Speaker: Pat Hacket

FUNCTION: In remembrance of
Volunteer Raymond McCreesh.
9pm, Friday, 20 May, Village Inn,
CAMLOUGH, County Armagh.
Music by Village Folk

IRISH NIGHT: In aid of Euro-
pean election fund, Friday night,
20 May, KILDRESS, County
Tyrone. Cead isteach £2.50

FUNCTION: In aid of Dundalk
Transport Committee. 8pm, Sat-
urday, 21 May, Emerald Bar,
DUNDALK. Music by Justice.
Téille: £1

FUNCTION: In aid of the POW
Department. 8.30pm, Saturday,

21 May, Widow Scallan’s,
Pearse Street, DUBLIN. Music
by The Irish Brigade. T4ille:
£2.50

PUBLIC MEETING: Peace in
Ireland: A European Issue. 8pm,
Thursday, 26 May, Powers
Hotel, Kildare Street, DUBLIN.
Speakers: Gerry Adams and
Dublin Sinn Féin candidate Larry
O'Toole

FUNCTION: Election fundraiser
for South Central by-election,
8pm, Saturday, 28 May, Con-
ways, Parnell Square, DUBLIN.
Ceol, 6l agus craic. Téille £2

COMMEMORATION: Neil
O'Boyle Plunkett Commemora-
tion. 3.30pm, Sunday, 29 May,
Knocknadruice, = VALLEY-
MOUNT, County Wicklow.
Prominent speaker

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT
MARCH: Assemble 2.30pm,
Sunday, 5 June, McGovern
Drive, COOKSTOWN, County
Tyrone. Organised by the Tyrone
Nationalist Rights Committee

COMMEMORATION: 20th
Annual Michael Gaughan Com-
memoration and picket. 1.30pm-
3.30pm, Sunday, 5 June,
Whitmoor Prison, Loughill Road,
CAMBRIDGE PE15 OPR

not bearing fruit’’. Addressing
himself to today’s peace process,
Doherty said that he felt that at
last there is light at the end of the
tunnel.

“We republicans of today have
had to struggle through times
when it seemed that nothing is
changing,” he said. “But our
endurance and resilience carries
us forward and will have the
desired result. We have come
through years of censorship,
repression, imprisonment, assassi-
nation and more. There is light at
the end of the tunnel at last and
hope that the peace process that
we have worked so hard to estab-
lish may be achieved. We take
heart from the unfolding events in
other countries where justice and
peace are at last becoming a reality
for people who have struggled for
so long against oppression.”

Doherty then used the South
African example as a beacon of
hope. “The solution here, as in
South Africa, is that inclusive dia-
logue and negotiation are essential
to resolve our problems,” he said.
“’For Sinn Féin, our political priori-
ty for years now is to instigate and
encourage the construction of a
peace process which will make
steady progress to a settlement by
addressing the core political issues
and the causes of conflict.

® SEAN

“We are committed to the
establishment of a real peace pro-
cess,” he reaffirmed.

Doherty then talked about the
role of the European Union in
helping resolve the conflict. “The
concept of European union and
open borders,” he said, “is at odds
with a divided Ireland. Sinn Féin
believes that the EU can have a
constructive role to play in facili-
tating a peace process in Ireland.”

£* \“
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“Within Europe,” he conclud-
ed, “there is a popular consen-
sus, reflected even by some
governments, that Irish reunifi-
cation is not only inevitable buta
prerequisite on the road to a
durable peace. It is essential that
the Dublin government gal-
vanise that opinion and translate
it through the political mecha-
nisms of the EU into practical
proposals.”
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SINN FEIN is dedicated to forc-
ing a British withdrawal from the
occupied Six Counties, the
reunification of our country and
the establishment of a demo-
cratic socialist republic.

If you would like to join Sinn
Féin fill in the form below and
send it to Sinn Féin, 44 Pamell
Square, Dublin 1.

Tel

“| nDil Chuimhne

GALLAGHER, Jim; McCREESH,
Raymond; MCcKEE, Seén;
O’DONNELL, Thomas;
O’HARA, Patsy; RICE, Francis.
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteers Jim Gallagher (died
17 May 1976), Raymond
McCreesh (died 21 May 1981),
Sean McKee (died 18 May 1973),
Thomas O'Donnell (died 17 May
1973), Patsy O'Hara (INLA, died
21 May 1981) and Francis Rice
(died 18 May 1973). “To hold
back and pretend it doesn't affect
you is to take the easy way out.
To take up arms and fight back is
hard and dangerous. It takes
courage, dedication and a devo-
tion to your people to take the
hard road to freeedom.” — Séa-
mus Twomey. Proudly remem-
bered by their friends 4and
comrades in the Republican
Movement.
DEVINE, Mickey; DOHERTY,
Kieran; HUGHES, Francis;
HURSON, Martin; LYNCH,
Kevin; McCREESH, Ra EI’:
McDONNELL, Joe; McELWEE
Thomas; O’HARA, Pats[};
SANDS, Bobby (13th Ann).

proud and loving memory of
the ten Volunteers who made
the ultimate sacrifice for Irish
freedom. Always remembered
by the Billy Reid Republican
Flute Band, Glasgow.

KILPATRICK, Kevin (21st
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Kevin
Kilpatrick, who died on active
service on 13 May 1973. Always
remembered with love and
pride by the Dungannon Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By the
Coalisland Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; By the Clonoe Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By the
Jim Lynagh Sinn Féin Cumann,
Clogher; By the Colm Keenan/
Martin Hurson Sinn Féin
Cumann, Cookstown; By the
Martin Hurson/Fergal O’Han-
lon Sinn Féin Cumann, Galbal-
ly; By the Eoin McNamee Sinn
Féin Cumann, Kildress; By the
Martin Hurson/Séamus Woods
Sinn Féin Cumann, Pomeroy;
By the South Tyrone Comhairle
Ceantair Sinn Féin; By the
Tyrone National Graves Associ-

ation.
LEONARD, Freddie (20th

comrade Freddie, murdered by
loyalists on 7 May 1974. Always
remembered by his comrades
and friends in the Republican
Movement, Short Strand and
Markets.

MARTIN, Eugene; McKEAR-
NEY, Seén (20th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Volun-
teers Eugene Martin and Sedn
McKearney, who died on active
service on 13 May 1974. Always
remembered with love and
pride by the Dungannon Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By the
Coalisland Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; By the Clonoe Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By the
Jim Lynagh Sinn Féin Cumann,
Clogher; By the Colm
Keenan/Martin Hurson Sinn
Féin Cumann, Cookstown; By
the Martin Hurson/Fergal
O’Hanlon Sinn Féin Cumann,
Galbally; By the Eoin McNamee
Sinn Féin Cumann, Kildress; By
the Martin Hurson/Séamus
Woods Sinn Féin Cumann,
Pomeroy; By the South Tyrone
Combairle Ceantair Sinn Féin;
By the Tyrone National Graves

Association.
McCLENAGHAN, Séamus (1st

Ann). Cherished memories
today, 18 May, of a loving hus-
band, devoted father and caring
grandda. This day will dawn
with sorrow and regret for the
loss of our loved one whom we
will never forget. Always
reme: by his loving wife
Lily, sons, daughters and large
family circle.

McCREESH, Raymond (13th
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Raymond
McCreesh. Always remembered
by his father, mother, brother
and sisters in Camlough and
abroad.

McCREESH, Raymond (13th
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Raymond
McCreesh. Always remembered
by the Séamus Steele Sinn Féin
Cumann, Camlough.

Comhbhron

DOHERTY. Deepest sympathy
is extended to Hugh Doherty,
Pat and all your family on the
death of your mother Madge, a
very great woman. RIP. From
Mary and Patrick, Buncrana.

DOHERTY. Deepest sympathy

is extended to the Doherty fam-
ily on the death of your mother,
Madge. From Fullerton/
McLaughlin/O’Hagan Sinn
Féin Cumann, Buncrana, Coun-
ty Donegal.

FLOOD. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Jimmy Flood on the
death of his sister Lily. From
the Lynch family, Limerick.
FLOOD. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Jimmy Flood on the
death of his sister Lily. From
the staff of AP/RN .

Cuimhni
Breithlae

BOYLE. Birthday remembrance
of Sandra Boyle, whose birth-
day would have occurred on 22
May. Always remembered by
Tommy Eccles (Portlacise).

’

Beannachtai
HUGHES. Happy 23rd birth-
day son, Sedn (Crumlin Road
Jail). From your mum and dad;
Happy birthday on your 23rd,
Sedn. Hope your next is spent

in freedom. From your friends
McCaff, Martine, Patrick and
Stephen; Have a great day, see
you soon big lad. All the best
from the lads at Thorndale.
MAHON. Wedding anniver-
sary greetings to my husband
Bobby (H5, Long Kesh) on our
4th anniversary. Still waiting to
be taken out for that meal you
promised me in 1992! Ha Ha.
Love you always, Moya XXXX.
O’CONNELL. Happy birthday,
love and best wishes always Joe
(Full Sutton). From Eibhlin and
Caoimhe.

O’DWYER. Birthday greetings
are extended to Kieran (Port-
lacise). From Limerick Sinn
Féin; From the Republican
Movement, Limerick.

Buiochas

thank the republicans of Shan-
non, County Clare for all their
hospitality during last Sunday’s
Volunteer Hugh Hehir Com-
memoration. Go raibh maith
agaibh

Ann). In proud memory of our




pt/Republican News
An

AN FRANCISCO district attorney’s office

HE SAN ed to press ahead with cha, e
e Cd:::\dty Consul-General, Declanq;(:n. Ba(lsn“
{he 26 s APIRN). San Francisco District At{om: g
128 wmi“‘ announced on Thursday, 12 May, ll\a};
Arlo o d Kelly would be charged with dmnkldriv.
ouf  d causing injury. . foll
ing sion to press charges follows injtia]
:l;'i’:‘:mm'y to claim that he should have d?;:::\‘::
pyKe nity on the grounds that he was on official busj
jc immu refresh readers’” memories, Kelly wag arrested i :
ness- hours of 5 May when he is alleged to have nm:
e h’; and ploughed into two cars, starting a chain of
:dents that injured five people.
accte  brought to hospital with two others injured in
ek, staff complained that Kelly was surly and tried
the it blood on them. He refused all alcoho] tests and
to S to give police a statement. A hospital blood sam-
i revealed that his blood alcohol level was 15
P e thelegal limit. ;
o Kelly can thank his lu.cky stars that the DA’s office
ting his case as a misdemeanour rather than a
<o “This means u»m.he was not arrested but 3 citation
ondering him to appear in court was hand-delivered to his
o Monday. He is expected to make an initial plea
this week.
URISTS in Dublin on
Saturday last had to look
out for themselves if they
were depending on the gar-
dai’s high-tech Py YN
frnown byssome wits in
Dublin 2s Wanderly Wagon)
1o look out for their safety.
The snooper van, with
ive video camera on
fﬁay have been on the

HE CHANNEL TUNNEL'S official opening by Queen
TElizabrit went off relatively smoothly earlier this
month — not surprising really when one considers the
elaborate precautions British security was taking to
ensure Eurotunnel’s Le Shuttle did not go like an IRA
bomb.

The entire Eurotunnel project is sealed off by electric
fences and monitored 24 hours a day by the most modern
security cameras. In the run-up to the 5 May ceremony, the

js tred

streets, but its occupan,
had other more prel:sin‘;
international concerns than
city centre crime fighting,

Three uniformed gardaf
were spotted in the back of
the van watching, in full
colour and with rapt atten-
tion, the English FA Cup
Final between Manchester
United and Chelsea,
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Menem pointed out that if a Nazi SS officer could be
extradited to Italy from Argentina, then Margaret Thatch-
er should stand trial for the sinking of the warship.

L RE, THE CITY OF ket is protected against the
LONDON British gov- IRA’s “Big Bang”.

ernment-backed reinsurance
company set up after the
1992 IRA blitz on the finan-
cial heart of the capital, has
slashed its premium insur-
ance against IRA attacks to
ensure that the money mar-

The British government
obviously does not share its
more tight-fisted City of
London residents’ confi-
dence that an IRA office
blockbuster will not occur

i

HE BRITISH ARMY has

fessed that it is sending

armed soldiers into action with inadequate training in
the deadly weapons they carry. The admission came during
the court martial in Croatia of a soldier accused of paralysing
a fellow sentry by the negligent discharge of a pistol.

Lance Corporal Jason Faulkner, of the Royal Logistic Corps,
was d-i d of a guard detachment in Split
last year. He was let loose with a handgun even though he had
only been trained in how to handle a rifle. His
officer described Faulkner as “a professional soldier with a
previously exemplary service record”, but the Brit did not
bother to tell anyone he did not know how to handle the
weapon. He then shot his comrade, shattering his spine.

Faulkner was sentenced to military detention for nine

hs, fined £2,000 compensation and reduced to the

rank of private. He will remain in the British army and a

THE SINN FEIN election

campaign in Donegal,
where the party is gearing
up to fight local and Euro-
Ppean elections, has secured
a fine big headquarters in
Letterkenny.

The party has tenure of
the old garda barracks in
the town, a building which
has played host to many an

: ' . £
e e | 4l g
,

unwilling Sinn Féin election
worker in the past. A couple
of years ago, the guards
vacated the ageing barracks
for new premises.

Journalists or election
workers ringing the Sinn Féin
HQ (074-24430) will find the
new occupants considerably
more talkative than on any of
their previous visits.

skies over Kent became an exclusion zone, while gun-tot-
ing SAS hoods and paramilitary police pounced on “sus-
picious” motor vehicles — ie, anything with four wheels
and a sun-roof.

And for weeks prior to the opening, teams of state-
sponsored killers and MIS5 spooks lurked in the bushes
for the anticipated arrival of IRA active service units to
fulfil French fears of Britain’s war hitting the tracks.

The IRA, as we all know, did not turn up.

oF the Downin,
Dedlaration

RGENTINA'S presid

Carlos M has indicat

ed that his country may seek the extradition of
Baroness Thatcher on war crimes charges over the sinking

of the Genéral Belgrano in 198;

2.

I no longer ask myself,
“ What 15 the meaning
%_-5!:0?0(‘—

Three huhdred and twenty-three people were killed

“when the Belgrano was sunk as it sailed outside of and

away from the exclusion zone declared around the dis-
puted Malvinas/Falklands.

[T am so intellectually
advanced that I now know
that texts do not have
a meaning: -

The correct phrase is, %
believe , “ intdledua“y

Those who are not
intallectually disadvasitaged
have found an excess of

meaning w that

document -

Hm-mm . .1 wonder
what he actually
meant by thac:--.

AU
N
)
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threat to Irish civilians.

MEMBER OF THE Royal and discharging home-made
cots Regiment who bom-bs in the vicinity of his
loded hoi de bombs Midlothian home. His aim

in an attempt to harden him-
self up for future tours of
occupation in the Six Coun-
ties, has escaped prison.

The High Court in Edin-
burgh heard that in 1992,
rifleman Leonard Smith had
been unfortunate enough to
witness a fellow soldier sit-
ting on a bomb. This left
him in a state of shock
which was not relieved
when he came under mortar
fire while occupying the
barracks in Crossmaglen.
After this inhospitable wel-
come from the natives,
Smith suffered post trau-
matic stress disorder. When
he returned home to Scot-
land the shell-shocked

was to toughen himself up.
He managed to blow up a
golfer’s trolley with one
device, but no one was
The judge in the High
Court told Smith that “per-
sons who indulge in the use
of explosives are normally
liable for substantial periods
of imprisonment”’.
“However, in view of the
unusual circumstances in
this case it does not appear
to me that imprisonment is

Smith, of Lauder Road,
Dalkeith, who also admitted
recklessly di ing an air
rifle, injuring a 55-year-old
man, is to be discharged

squaddie set about making from the army.

uirt Siad

Now, without provoking anything like as much brouhaha as
some might have expected, London has agreed to clarify.
Quite right too. The question had become a stumbling block to
progress and the British government was right to change its
stance. Sadly, it seems to feel that opponents of the process
require to be reassured that this is a “one-off”” exercise. That
is foolish. It merely moves the roadblock further down the
lane. — Guardian editorial, Wednesday, 18 May 1994.

The declaration would never have come into existence had
not the London and Dublin governments been forced
together to try to wrest the initiative back from the nation-
alists. That the peace process, agonisingly tortuous though
it is, has come this far is the achievement of Hume and
Adams, not of Major and Mayhew. Adams is serious
about peace. — Miscarriage of justice victim, now
novelist and screenwriter Ronan Bennett in the
Guardian, Wednesday, 18 May 1994.

There is a perception that the marginalisation of the ideas
of the 1916 leaders was a consequence of the outbreak of
‘violence in the North of Ireland: the activities of the Provi-
sional IRA serving to make republicanism untenable in
respectable quarters. I believe this to be only partly true.
The ‘Troubles’ simply made easier something that would
have happened anyway. Because the state we had created

had manifestly fallen so short of the ideals of 1916, it
would have been necessary to jettison further discussion of
those ideals whether the North had erupted or not. The dis-
crediting of the 1916 leaders was therefore inevitable. If we
did not discredit them, we would have no way of avoiding
the truth with which their words accused us. — John
Waters in the Irish Times, Tuesday, 17 May 1994.
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Sinn Féin
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17 Th!S election comes at a crucial time in terms of the peace
process and the future relationships between Ireland and
the European Union,” said Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams in

Dublin on Wednesday, 18 May.

Adams was accompanied at the
launch by all seven Sinn Féin can-
didates for the elections. Sinn Féin
is the only party contesting all five
constituencies in the 32 Counties.
Party vice president Pat Doherty is
contesting Connacht/Ulster. Com-
munity activist Larry O’Toole is
standing in Dublin while party
general secretary Lucilita Bhreat-
nach is contesting Leinster. Kieran
McCarthy is the Munster candi-
date. In the Six Counties, party
chairperson Tom Hartley and fel-
low Ard Chomhairle members
Dodie McGuinness and Francie
Molloy are standing.

The main theme of the Sinn
Féin campaign is Peace in Ireland
— A European Issue. Adams
addressed himself to this theme in
his introduction of the if

ing of massive new highways
while “regional roads have been
allowed to get into a desperate
state”.

“Seventy per cent of small farm-
ers live below the ESRI-determined
poverty line,” he pointed out,
adding that the Irish fishing indus-
try has been similarly devastated by
21 years of EU membership. “The
stewardship of the major political
parties in Europe has been disgrace-
ful,” he said. ’Sinn Féin offers a
democratic alternative, with real
control for local communities as
another way of dealing with prob-
lems in what is a peripheral region
of the EU.”

Leinster candidate Lucilita
Bhreatnach addressed herself to
women and the EU. She conceded

and the candidates. “The opening
of borders across Europe high-
lights Britain’s strengthening of
the border in Ireland and is at
odds with the concept of a united
Europe,” he said. “’Sinn Féin is
committed to achieving a peace
process in Ireland.” Adams then
repeated his belief that “we are
moving into a final phase of the
conflict and the British govern-
ment should create the space nec-
essary to allow the Irish people to
negotiate a settlement which will
bring a new and agreed Ireland”.
He spoke of the need for the
British government to approach
the clarification issue “positively
and clearly” and of the need for
any settlement “that reflects the
needs of the Irish people” before
putting the elections and the peace
process into their international
context:

“The international climate is
conducive to resolution of con-
flicts and this will assist the search
for peace in Ireland,” he conclud-
ed. “Sinn Féin will be urging, in
this election campaign, that that
goodwill is tapped in furthering a
peace process.”’

Pat Doherty spoke of the lack
of democratic control over EU
funding. He questioned the build-

that EU bership had pro-
duced positive changes for women
in social and economic legislation,
citing a number of key directives
on areas such as equal pay, equal
treatment and maternity leave
provision.

“But against this must be bal-
anced both the role of the Dublin
and London governments in these
areas and the process by which
issues affecting women are dealt
with within an EU context,” she
said. “This legislation should have
been dealt with democratically in
Ireland.” The failure to do so, she
said, reflected the failure of both
states to deliver on social reform.

She then cited instances where,
“over the past 21 years of EU
membership, the Dublin and Lon-
don governments have consistent-
ly fri d the impl ion
of EU directives on equality issues
concerning women”.

Dublin candidate Larry O'Toole
said that the two issues which
came up more than any others on
the doorsteps in Dublin were neu-
trality and the way the EU funds are
used. “There is a great worry and
concern people that the neu-
trality of this state is being taken
away behind their backs,” he said.
“At the time of the Maastricht refer-

launches European

endum two years ago the govern-
ment told us that this was not an
issue. I campaigned with members
of the Labour Party against the
Maastricht Treaty. At that time
Labour was calling for neutrality to
be written into the Constitution.
Now in government, Labour seems
to be preparing the ground for the
final abandonment of neutrality.”

O'Toole also spoke of concern
about the “lack of democracy and
accountability in the decision-
making process about EU funds”.

““The bulk of the money so far
has gone on building major roads
and on training schemes,” he said.
“But without an industrial policy to
create jobs, the new roads just
become a faster way of importing
foreign goods.” He also condemned
the lack of an i d tr

allowing the Dublin government to
disguise the true levels of unem-

ployment.

ieran McCarthy, standing in
unster, spoke of how envi-
ronmental policy in the EU has
been “overridden in favour of an
economic policy that sees constant
growth in production as the only
future”.

He spoke of his area in Mun-
ster “which has the largest con-
centration of chemical industries
in this country” citing evidence
of serious health problems in the
Cobh area. He pointed out that,
“though the policy aspiration of
the EU is towards clean air and
water and the coexistence of
industry and the environment, it

has remained just that, an aspira-

g| t
policy for Dublin and the waste of
young people being trained on
schemes for jobs that don’t exist,

THE EUROPEAN, UDC/town com-
mission and Leinster House by-elec-
tions come at a historic phase in the
development of the republican
struggle, with Sinn Féin’s peace
strategy at the centre of the political
stage. It is essential that the party’s
vote is sustained and built upon
throughout Ireland on 9 June.

In the 26 Counties, the European
election is the first election Sinn Féin
has fought without the handicap of
Section 31 of the Broadcasting Act.
For the first time, the people have
the opportunity to hear the full

tion””.
Dodie McGuinness, one of the
three EU candidates contesting the

range of views offered to them and
Sinn Féin needs your support in
order to use this opportunity to the
full.

In the Six Counties, a strong vote
for Sinn Féin will once again con-
front the British government with
the republican mandate and show
that the nationalist people are deter-
mined to uphold their civil and
national rights and move forward to
freedom, justice and lasting peace.

Make your contribution to ensur-
ing a strong all-Ireland vote for Sinn
Féin on 9 June. Financial help is

® Sinn Féin’s Euro candidates at the
launch of the party’s election campaign
hiintanli

campaign

N BY LIAM
O COILEAIN
Six-County constituency, spoke of
EU proposals for a Social Europe,
which is supposed to improve living
and working conditions, social con-
ditions, and improved employer-
labour relations.

She said that the Six-County
state hadn’t benefitted directly
from EU funding in this area
because the British government
“have secured a protocol guar-
anteeing them an opt-out from
the Social Charter in the Maas-
tricht Treaty”. She called for the
“immediate implementation of
an EU-wide minimum hourly
wage and a maximum working
week””. McGuinness also pro-
posed a legally binding and
properly-enforced Social Charter
to guarantee social rights for
Irish citizens, adding that “the
proposed EU legislation on
social policy should get as wide
a hearing as possible”.

urgently needed NOW to fight the
campaign. Send your contributions
to: Sinn Féin Election Fund, 44 Par-
nell Square, Dublin 1.

Telephone:
Tick if receipt required (]

UPPORT SINN FEIN
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