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HUNGER-STRIKE COMMEMORATION

MICKY DEVINE
730 pm Friday 20th August

GPO
DUBLIN
March to Garden of Remembrance

Thursday, August 19th, 1982 (Britain 26p) Price 20p I

@ Seven-year-old Emmett McConomy (centre), with hl: marfm Mrs Mula McCanomy P
and brother Mark, looks on in lnguzsn as Strphun is laid to ml on Apr/l 22nd of this year

@ The extensive brain damage
inset) caused his young life to be brutally cut short —

A BROKEN-HEARTED and distressed Derry mother has an-
nounced her mmnuon to go on hunger-strike next Monday in

soldier for the murder of her

Twenty-nine-year-old Mrs Maria
McConomy was at the bedside of
her son Stephen, aged 11, when he
died last April 19th from injuries
received in a shooting three days
earlier. A British soldier hndmg ina

from
son. Relatives and friends are
attempting to dissuade her from this action.

of a British

which since 1971 has been dis-
placed in most nationalist areas by
the August 9th - anti-internment
bonfires.

The shooting of Conor Campbell
and the cald—b[oodad murder of

saracen fired a plastic bullet through
a back hatch of the vehicle at a
group of children from a range of a
few vyards, striking Stephen in
the head.

Now, four months later, Mrs
McConomy has been informed
by the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions that her son’s murderer
will not be prosecuted.

The evidence of 16 eye-witnesses
to the shooting was ignored by the
DPP in its examination — if it could
be called that — of the case.

Mrs McConomy told AP/RN:

“l am going on hunger-strike
because | don’t want the Brit who
shot Stephen, walking free on the
streets of Derry. It is not just the
question of banning plastic bullets
because the British have no intent-
ion of banning them.

“It is a question of protect-
ing my two other children who still
must walk on the streets of Derry
on their way to school and to the
shops.”

Mrs McConomy was also very
critical of the Catholic church’s
response and of the armchair
statements of the SDLP. The SDLP
have called for the banning of
plastic bullets and for a ‘public
inquiry’. Sinn Fein and Mrs Mc-
Conomy have called for the ban-
ning of the British army, and the
laws and institutions which protect
it and other crown forces, from the
streets of Ireland.

LURGAN

The DPP letter to Mrs Mc-
Conomy was delivered just hours
before another young nationalist
was cut down by a plastic bullet
fired by the loyalist RUC.

Eighteen-year-old Conor Camp-
bell was struck in the skull, sustain-
ing severe hnd injuries. He had been

i ditional August

11y Id h McConomy,
among many others, are what
nationalist people of the North
have to suffer against a background
of support for the six-county
state from the Catholic church
and the middle-class SDLP, and
collaboration from the Free State
government.

British politicians,  business
people and British tourists (with
whom we have no axe to grind) are
made feel welcome in the South,
loyalists are hosted on state radio
and television, armed British forces
on incursions are immune from
prosecution, while Northern nation-
alists are often treated as foreigners,
republicans are censored in an
attempt to break their political
influence and patriotism is an
offence punishable * with heavy
jail terms by non-jury courts.

DEATHS

The offensive and lickspittle
toadying has plumbed new depths.
While nationalist victims of British
and loyalist violence are discrim-
inated against In the courts and
their relatives have extreme dif-
ficulty in securing even funeral
expenses, groups of Free State
business people have clubbed to-
gether under the trusteeship of the
Royal Dublin Society to buy some
fillies for the British army and
collect funds for soldiers’ families.

These gombeen men and women
never offered a penny to nationalist
victims in the North (as the organ-
isation Silent Too Long has pointed
out) and their key place in society
allows them to cultivate an at-
mosphere of pro-Britishness.

Republicans need to counter
such propaganda with the truth
about the North, about British
injustice and violence and about the

fteri and of the

15th bonﬂro in Lurgan, County
Armagh, celebrating the Catholic

suffered by Stephen McConomy (above and
Feast of Our Lady, a tradition

— his killer is now a free man

relatives, such as Mrs McConomy,
of those murdered by crown and
loyalist forces.
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~-PLASTIC BULLET VICTIM FIGHTING FOR HIS LIFE

[ symaeve ARMSTRONG _|

N THE NATIONALIST TOWN of Lurgan, north Armagh, in
the early hours of last Sunday morning, August 15th, an 18-
year-old youth received serious head wounds from a plastic

From around 11.30pm on Sat-
urday night, residents from the
Kilwilkie estate, including women
with young children, were standing
around the bonfire at Kilwilkie
Green singing and generally merry-
making. According to eyewitnesses
the atmosphere was light-hearted

delighted at being allowed to stay
out well past their bed-time.
Half-an-hour later this relaxed
situation changed dramatically when
three RUC landrovers appeared 20
yards away at Victoria Street,
several others provocatively posit-
ioning themselves around the green
and literally surrounding the crowd.
Some youths, fearing that they
were hemmed in, jumped up and
began running in different direct-
ions. Panic broke out with women
and children screaming in their
confusion to seek cover.

OPENED UP
Eyewitness Thomas Mulholland,
aged 18, describes the scene:
“Everyone was trying to get

©® CONOR CAMPBELL

During this hail of plastic bullets
Conor Campbell from the Kilwilkie
estate was struck on the front of
the head and collapsed beside the
bonfire. Several RUC men moved in
as he lay bleeding on the ground.
Eyewitness Nigel McNally from
Victoria Street recalls:

“Conor was standing at the back
of the bonfire and he fell when one

@ Thomas Mulholland points to the spot where Conor Campbell fell, in the background is J.H. Glendinning Textiles

the RUC in any danger.

also been fired.”

back into the estate when the RUC
opened up with round after round
of plastic bullets from the back of
the landrovers. As they did so they
moved in closer to the crowd and
kept on firing. Stones were thrown
in self-defence but at no stage were

day we found batteries which had

The next

of the bullets hit him. The RUC
trailed him across the green by the
hair, beating him as they threw him
into the jeep. They must‘ve known:
he was badly injured.”

Conor was taken to Craigavon
Hospital and later on Sunday morn-
ing was moved to the Royal Vic-
toria Hospital in Belfast where he
went through an emergency five-

crowd of

hour operation and placed on a
life-support system, his condition
being described as ‘serious’
hospital authorities.

Local people were also angered
at news media reports of a hostile

burn down J.H. Glendinning Text-

by

ANGERED

allegedly 500 trying to

A BRUTAL display
RUC aggression in Bel-
fast last Friday night,
August 13th, resulted
in a 17-year-old girl
receiving medical at-
tention in the Royal
Victoria Hospital.

Jean Moran from White-
rock Drive, Belfast, was
standing with a few girl-
friends outside George's
shop near the Donegall
Road at around 11.30 pm
when a foot patrol of
Brits and RUC came along

from the Beechmount
direction.
One RUC man ap-

proached the group and
indicated to Jean with his
fingers to come over to
him. She recalls:

“When | did he reached
out and pulled my Che
Guevara badge off my
Jjacket and called it ‘shit’.
| asked him to give me it
back and he swung round,
grabbed me with his two
hands by the throat and
pushed me up against the
wall.

“| thought | was going
to choke as | lost my
breath. He kept calling me
a ‘Fenian bastard’, kicked
me and pulled my hair.”

Jean's friends tried to
intervene on her behalf
but they were also
physically manhandled and
brushed aside. Quickly a
crowd gathered and with

of

-
B

typical RUC bravery, re-
inforcements in the form
of several landrovers were
called to the scene. Agitat-
ed and provoked at the
extent of physical force
used on Jean, a scuffle
broke out between the
crowd, the RUC and the
Brits. During the confusion
Jean managed to free her-

@ Seventeen-year-old Jean Moran

self from her RUC
psychopath and was able
to make her way home.
Later thatnight, she was
admitted overnight to the
Royal Victoria Hospital
suffering from concussion,
a badly swollen right arm
and Injuries to her neck
muscles which required a
surgical collar.

ON THE NIGHT of Wednesday, August
11th, a man was shot and wounded when
around 12 shots were fired by the RUC
into a car in Ardoyne, north Belfast,
on the lying pretext that they were in
pursuit of an alleged ‘gunman’.

The incident happened at around 9.15 pm
as Mrs Maria Donnelly from Brompton Park,
her five-year-old son Jackie, his 11-year-old
friend Brian McNulty and two neighbours,
John McKewn and Sean Doherty, turned off
the main Crumlin Road into Kerrera Street.
Mrs Donnelly says:

“As we came into Brompton Park entry, all
of a sudden a heavy burst of shots was fired.
There were no road-blocks or anything. The
windows of the car shattered and we all started
squealing. The children were terrified. At one
point | thought Jackie was dead. There was
Just panic. The RUC came up as Sean got out
of the front and | said to them: ‘You could‘ve
killed us.”

““One of them — | don’t know if it was the one
who opened up — said he was sorry; but why
did he open up on our car then?”

Sean, a father-of-four from Elmfield Street,
made his way over to a step and sat down, blood
gushing from two bullet wounds to his lower
back, one which passed through him and another
which lodged itself in his body. Maria was also
injured in the left forearm by lead particles from
the bullets; her thumb was also grazed.

Fortunately, both children suffered no
physical injuries but 11-year-old Brian McNulty
has started bed-wetting since the Incident and
Jackie Donnelly has been sedated with sleeping
tablets. To further illustrate the extent to which

iles in Victoria Street. They insisted
that only a piece of security wire
was torn off to use as a barricade
to protect. themselves. Meanwhile
a north Armagh Sinn Fein spokes-
person placed full responsibility for
Conor Campbell’s injuries and Sat-
urday night’s ‘riot’ squarely on the
shoulders of the RUC saying:

“They entered the Kilwilkie today.

estate’ in a provocative manner, de-
liberately antagonising the youth of
the area. It is interesting to note
that in other parts of the area
where bonfires were /it everything
was quiet because the RUC stayed
clear. If they had done so in the
Kilwilkie estate there would not be
a young man fighting for his life

Maria Donnelly at home with her son Jackie, both
had a narrow escape when the RUC opened fire

the RUC will go to cover-up their highly danger-
ous blunders, they taped off the scene of the
shooting, declaring a ‘bomb hoax’ — the so-
called ‘bomb’ being a plastic bag full of rub-
bish lying on the road!

Savage attack

LATE last Friday evening, August 13th, 26-year-old
Crossmaglen man Malachy Carty was returning home
when he passed a Brit foot patrol. One of the Brits, who
had an Alsatian dog, tried to Question him but Malachy
ignored him. Suddenly the Brit set the dog on Malachy.
1t grabbed his arms and sunk its teeth into him. When it
finally released him, Malachy was badly meuled and
bleeding.

He later received 14 stitches In Newry’s Daisy Hill

Hospital.

SRTE S .
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SETBACK FOR RUC

BLACKMA

THE RUC RECEIVED a major setback in their
present strategy of blackmailing victims into be-
coming crown prosecution witnesses with the

withdrawal of evidence

by one such victim last

Tuesday which resulted in the release of four

prisoners.

Twenty-five-year-old Robert Brown from Twinbrook in
West Belfast became the eighth person to withdraw from a
case, the evidence for which was drawn up by the RUC and
to which Brown put his signature in Castlereagh after extreme
pressure, including the withholding for several days of medical
attention for a hand broken by the RUC during his arrest.

‘V_Vhlle Brown was being interrogated the RUC went to his
Twinbrook home to kidnap his seven-months-pregnant wife,
as they have done in many other cases, to put additional emot-

ional and psychological pressures on him.:

However, she escaped shortly
before they arrived and is believed
to have taken safe refuge with
friends. She recently contacted
her distraught mother and assured
her that she was well.

SOLITARY

Robert Brown is being held in
solitary confinement, against his
will, in the basement of Crumlin
Road jail, such is the collusion
between the Director of Public
Prosecutions, the RUC, the prison
administration, and Stormont
Castle. It was direct-ruler Jim
Prior who renewed a 30-day de-
tention order.

One of those arrested with
Brown, 31-year-old Thomas Mc-
Kernan, is also being held in solitary

f and was involved in a
recent unsuccessful High Court
application against the governor of
the jail stating that he was being
held involuntarily in the basement.
The courts backed the governor’s
decision to separate him from other
inmates under the ludicrous defence
that it was ‘for his own protection’.

In his affidavit before last
Tuesday’s court, which resulted in
the release of four prisoners, Brown
said that the allegations which he
had signed against them were un-
true and that he had signed them
under pressure.

Furthermore, in a letter to a
friend last weekend Brown lashed
direct-ruler Jim Prior and the RUC
for attempting to make political
capital out of his wife’s disappear-
ance. He is happy that she is safe
and sound.

VICTIMS

With Brown’s withdrawal of evid-
ence, and an earlier similar state-
ment from McKernan, the RUC’s
declaration that this was ‘the year
of the supergrass’ is now some-
what threadbare as their victims
pluck up the courage to fight back
against blackmailing and kidnap-
ping tactics. Only last month the
RUC’s ‘model’ witness in a loyalist
trial, Clifford McKeown, withdrew

® The growing number of blackmail
victims withdrawing their ‘evidence’ has
wiped the smile off the RUC's face

his evidence in a blaze of publicity
exposing RUC pressures and bribes.

What the RUC do not appear to
realise is that with each prisoner
that they have cornered into turn-
ing ‘QE’ (queen’s evidence — being
a prosecution witness usually in
return for immunity) they are ad-
vertising their blackmailing methods
and how little information is really
forth from the ionali:
community. In fact, they are dis-
crediting themselves.

Howevet, and the RUC know
this, before their QE strategy is
completely undermined a number
of other prosecution prisoners pres-
ently being held in isolation (some
with relatives as hostages in British
army camps in England) would
need to add to the recognisable and
growing pattern of blackmailing
tactics.

On them the displeased RUC
will be turning the screw...
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Freight trains bombed

THE IRA’s South Armagh Brigade successfully severed the

main Belfast-Dublin rail-link

yet again (and again!) when a

Dublin-bound CIE goods train was damaged in an explosion
at Aghadavoyle bridge in south Armagh, on Wednesday, August
11th. (The line was again severed in an explosion as another
goods train passed by Killeen Bridge last Wednesday, August

18th.)

Despite an’ earlier IRA warning
about a bomb on the railway
track the goods train, en route
from Belfast, continued on its

journey, At about 9.30 pm, a it~

passed through Aghadavoyle, IRA
Volunteers detonated the bomb by
command wire, causing extensive
damage to the rear carriages and
to the track ftself. """ """ T

Although the train driver was
able to unhitch the damaged car-
riages and continue unmolested to
Dundalk, train services were dis-
rupted between Portadown and
Dundalk for a full three days
until the track could be cleared
and repaired.

SOUTH ARMAGH
MAN QUESTIONED .

ot n
-~+The - IRA~ in south -Anﬁuﬁ““l&ﬂ'ow#“h‘mfi' RN

released a 30-year-old local man,
Paul O’Neill from Dromintee, late
last Tuesday evening, August 17th,
after holding him in custody for
over 24 hours for questioning about
his activities in the area,

O'Neill was arrested by the
IRA at 7.30 pm on Monday, but
after questioning was released, the
IRA in a statement saying they had
n|

Carron
charged

with refusing
to open boot

OWEN CARRON, MP for Fermanagh and
South Tyrone, has been charged by the
RUC with obstruction.

The cherges under Section 7, Pars-
graph 1, of the Criminsl Justice Miscell-
sneous Provisions Act 1968 (the RUC
have laws for every and any eventuality)
relate to two incidents earfier this year
in County Fermanagh.

On February 17th Carron was retum-
ing from the funeral of a constituent
when he was stopped by the RUC st
Lisbellaw. In protest against this daily
form of petty harassment he refused to
get out of his car or to open the boot.
The RUC in turn physically assaulted
him and trailed him from the car.

In the second incident he was stopp-
ed by the RUC at Killyrove on March
18th. He again refused to open the boot
and demanded that @ chief inspector be
present. After some hassle RUC Chief
Inspector Elliot came to the scene. Elliot
is the one now charging Carron with
obstruction!

The harassed MP is to appear st
Enniskillen Petty Sessions Court on
September 13th. He was to have appear-
ed in court in Buffalo in the United
States on September 14th but that trial,
for quite unconnected reasons, has been
postponed once again.

National
Women's
Forum

A NATIONAL Women’s Forum on the
general theme of 'How can women
be most effective in achieving the aims
of the Republican Movement?” is being
organised by the Sinn Fein Department
of Women's Affairs for the weekend
of September 25th/26th.

The forum, which will be held in
the Midland Hotel, Upper Dominick
Street, Dublin, will be open to al
republican women and will run from
2 pm to 6 pm on the Ssturday and 12
noon to 6 pm on the Sunday.

Creche facilities will be available
and billets can be provided if required.
A social will be held on Saturday evening
at 8 pm.

Anyone requiring further details or
billets can contact the Department of
Women's Affairs at 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin, or phone Rita at Dublin 747611
or Denise at Dublin 308783.

Wormwood
Scrubs picket

SINN FEIN, Britain, has issued an appeal
for the maximum solidarity to be shown
in their next picket -of Wormwood
Scrubs prison, west London, in support
of Irish political prisoners.

During their last picket, held on
July 11th, protesters were harassed by
the suthorities who claimed that the
picket at the rear of the prison and in
a public park was illegal.

Sinn Fein is determined to assert
its right to picket and calls on not only
Irish republicans but also our British

to their
with the prisoners and our struggle.

The picket will take place at 2.30 pm
on Sunday, August 29th.

larrathas na
mBlocanna-H

TA IARRATAS curtha isteach
deichniur bpriodunach agus tri fichid |
mBlocanna-H na Caise Fada, le haghaidh
gluaiseacht is mo sa tir ata ag obair ar
s0n na teargain.

Te na fir muinineach go geuirfidh
an Conradh, a bhi go mor i bhfabhar
chuig eilimh na bpriosunach, failte
roimh an t-arratas.

Ta formhor na bpriosunach fluirseach
i nGaeilge, gan bhuiochas da na hudarais
sna Ceise Fada e chuireann cosc ar
chuairteanna, leabhair agus litreacha |
nGaeilge doibh.

Ma eirionn leis an t{arratas seo, ‘se
Craobh na mBlotanna-H an tainm. &




Bellaghy
commemoration

THERE WAS an impressive turn-out in
south Derry to mark the first anniver-
sary of the death of Thomas McElwee
who died on hunger-strike on August
8th, 1981,

Over 2,000 people formed up for the
march to his graveside in Bellaghy des-
pite a strong force of RUC. The parade
was led by the Tricolour, the Starry
Plough and flags of the provinces and
followed by a colour party. Many beaut-
iful banners with the portraits of
Thomas McElwee and his cousin, Francis
Hughes, who also died on hunger-strike,
were carried Interspersed in the crowd.
There was a surprise absence of heli-
copters which had tried so hard to dis-
rupt the Francis Hughes commemorat-
ion in May,

The ceremony was chaired by John
Davy and took place beside the adjoin-
ing graves of Thomas McElwee and
Francis Hughes. Many wreaths were laid
by the McElwee family, friends and
Thomas's comrades and a touching one
from ‘his fiancee Dolores — Armagh
Jail’. Jimmy Drumm and Richard Behal,
who laid a wreath, represented the ard
comhairle of Sinn Fein.

The oration was delivered by Tim
Garvey of Cahirciveen, County Kerry,and
also a member of the ard combhairle.
In the course of his speech he said:

“The fact that | have the honour
to be invited from the deep South across
the accursed border to the far North to
speak over the resting place of such a
valiant martyr es Thomas McElwee epit-
omises one of the principles for which he
and his comrade In life and death,
Francis Hughes, died — namely the unity
and togetherness in peace and social jus-
tice of all the people of Ireland.”

©® VOL. THOMAS McELWEE

Adelaide
commemoration

A MEETING and function was held
in the lIrish-Australian Club, Adelaide,
Australia, on August 14th, to com-
memorate the eleventh anniversary of
internment,

A picket of the British Airways
office was also held in memory of
Kieran Doherty, Thomas McElwee and
Kevin Lynch.
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FRIDAY THE THIRTEENTH of August
for the Fianna Fail government of Charles
Haughey and for his attorney-general
Patrick Connolly will long be a day to
remember.

But apart from the hypocritical posings of

posi kespersons and the lonal
ising by the British-led media, what are the
lessons of the dramatic happenings of the past
few days?

First of all, it seems to have been forgotten
that if in fact Malcolm MacArthur, the man
arrested at the attorney-general’s flat last Fri-
day, August 13th, is responsible for the slayings
of Offaly man Donal Dunne and of Nurse Bridie
Gargan, then a dangerous, and perhaps insane,
man is off the streets. That, above all, would
seem to be the main point.

But such basic matters for ordinary people,
and, in particular, for women, who appear to
be increasingly victims of brutal attacks, are not
the concern of a media tuned to the established
standards of an uncaring social system.

Another point too must be made. What-
ever one’s views of Free State political officers,
and in particular of the office of attorney-
general, which all too often is concerned with
the framing of extensions of repressive legislat-
ion, it must be said that in any sane and just
society, based on solid principles, there should
be no reason in the world why anyone should
resign from high office if they are really in-
nocently caught up in such a situation.

However, a social and political system based
on hypocrisy, cynicism and double-standards
finds it much easier to offer up a sacrificial
lamb (if indeed Patrick Connolly could be
described as such) to an equally hypocritical,
cynical and two-faced media crying not for
justice or for an examination of why such
brutal slayings take place, but for the meaning-
less sensationalised political scandals which are
its meat and drink.

UNDERTONES

And let us grasp another nettle. If there is
indeed any truth in the snivelling hints of the
media about some homosexual undertones in
the case then is it not long gone the time also
that, here in Ireland, we have the courage to
say that a person’s private sexual orientation is
no longer to be a reason for prosecution, shame
or disgrace?

And let’s face it, the adoption of suitably
concerned poses from opposition politicians
and their reluctance to really go all-out in ex-
ploiting this latest Haughey embarrassment is
not so much from any finer feelings on their
part but from fear of the can of worms which
might be opened if the dirt really began to be
flung around.

After all, it is not very long since a very
prominent member of the present Leinster
House parliament was involved in the ‘luncheon
voucher’ brothel scandal in London. And the
private life-styles of many other politicians are
very far from the moralistic and puritanical
attitudes they take when they oppose very nec-
essary social legislation or attempts to enforce,

§cab

BY BRIAN MARTIN

Both events were by
Adelaide republicans.

Deaths of
Tom Dowling and
Christina Judge

THE DEATH has occurred in Adelaide,
Australia, of veteran republican Tom
Dowling.

Tom Dowling, who was a native of
Kerry, died suddenly last Monday, Aug-
ust 9th. Tom had been a life-long mem-
ber of Sinn Fein and at the time of his
death was an active member of the Adel-
aide Sinn Fein cumann. Tom also gave
sterling service to the South Australian
Green Cross Association and the Aust-
ralian Irish Republican Movement.

Australian republicans will sadly miss
Tom who was an inspiration to all act-
ivists who knew him, and right up to the
time of his death Tom was determined
and persistent that Ireland would finally
be free.

The desth has also occurred of an-
other republican activist in Adelaide.
Christina Judge, a native of Cork, died
after a long illness. Christina was closely
identified with the struggle around the
H-Blocks and Armagh and was particul-
arly active during the two hunger-strikes.
Christina will be sadly missed by her
comrades and friends both in Australia
and Ireland.

I PIEY AT SAEES

THE STRIKE OF Irish Trans-
port and General Workers” Un-
ion members at a number of
Dublin department stores is
now in its sixth week. Although
separate  settlements were
made locally at Arnott’s, Swit-
zer's and Marks and Spencer
on the union’s original claim
for a 25% increase and a red-
uction of the working week,
no progress has been made
elsewhere. Some of the other
stores include Roches, Clery’s,

® Former attorney-general Connolly |

on the rest of us, nonsensical restrictions of our
private lives,

'So the reaction of media people and politic-
ians has been, instead of facing up to the incon-
sistent hypocrisy of their response, to translate
this dramatic occurrence into opportunistic
benefits to their own careers.

A situation perhaps most tellingly portrayed
by the simpering leader of the Free State Lab-
our Party, Michael O’Leary, dangling on the
puppet-strings of a BBC interviewer, on Tues-
day evening, and dancing to the tune of that
obvious British interference in, and manipul-
ation of, Irish events for the purposes of their
own supremely arrogant political purposes.

SCANDALS
The true scandals in the Free State are
many.
There is the scandal of nest-feathering ex-

FNOUG
HYPOGRISY

160,000 unemployed and young school-leavers
faced with the prospect of a lifetime’s enforced
idleness. There is the scandal of pa?plc living
on the side of the road ar§d bew[ng in the
streets whilst politicians live in luxurious mans-
ions on wealth they do not have to explain how
acquired.
the;h::’ is the scandal of property !pe!:jlgm
making millions by bribing local |.:ouncvllors o
rezone vast tracts of land. There is _the scandal
of PAYE taxpayers bearing a crushing burden,
whilst the wealthy evade contributing entirely,

There is the scandal of profit before people
which makes workers redundant every day.
There is the scandal of publicly-funded third-
level education being effectively denied those
from working-class homes.

There is the scandal of eviction and housing-
squalor in deference to sacrosanct property
laws. There is the scandal of public health
services denuded by the demands of private
health privilege.

There is the scandal of state collaboration
with the British in oppressing the Irish people,
There is the scandal of mind-control which
demands deference to all things British.

There is the scandal of women'’s oppressed
place in society. There is the scandal of the
neglect of the aged.

JUDGEMENT

In a capitalist system such as the Free State
is, there is plenty to be scandalised by, other
than by what hypocrites would suggest.

So it matters little in this context that
Charles Haughey's judgement may have again
been faulted, or that this ‘scandal’ may yet
further develop and tip him from power.

It matters little in this context whether
he is replaced by a Tweedledum from within
his own party or Tweedledee from Fine Gael.

The real scandals of the capitalist system will
continue on with little publicity from the
media which builds and thrives on the meaning-

pense account, overpaid poli e P y
on long holidays. There is the scandal of
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@ Picketers at Roches Stores have been subjected to blatant acts of violent provocat-
ion by non-union scab labour

less lisms which rise and fall but leave
the basic scandals all too intact.

violence at Roches
] i HESY

similarly if they had clashed with
the scab they were told that that
would be a different situation al-
together.

HIRE

The second incident involved
the same blackleg doing a ‘hit-and-
run’, again outside the rear of
Roches. The owner of the damag-
ed car traced the registration of the
other driver back to Ballybough
Central Rent-a-Van who confirmed
that the van had been hired by
Roches, who were liable for insur-
ance. The incident was reported to
Store Street garda station, but
nothing has so far happened.

BHS, Brown Thomas and
McBirney's.

The focus of the dispute has
now shifted to Roches - Stores
where the management is at pres-
ent engaged in a particularly dirty
strike-breaking  campaign. The
strikers point out on their placards
that Roches are the only store
using scab non-union labour and
unauthorised vehicles to deliver
materials to it.

At present this blacklegging cen-
tres around the delivery of fruit and
vegetables which, of course, unlike
other goods, perish quickly if not
sold within a certain time. Five or
six hauliers (hackers) who are being

for their blacklegging by Roches
are collecting the goods from two
main warehouses — one in Coolock
behind the Tayto factory (the
owner here is Roadspeed Ltd.) and
the other in Dalkey — and deliver-
ing it to Kevin O'Sullivan, Roches’
food manager.

In this sort of situation it comes
as no surprise to find that a number
of violent and nasty incidents have
already taken place. They are seen
by the strikers as attempts by
Roches to provoke them so that
picketing can be halted for ‘breach-
es of the peace’.

AB

1paid ahything "up *to ‘400" & Week™™ " Last"Sdtlirday, for*@Rample; one

of the hackers challenged a picket-
er with an iron bar. There have also
been two incidents involving the
ramming of cars by one particular
scab.
The first of these happened
about ten days ago at 1.30 pm
lunchtime when a blue Transit van
speeding at the picket to the rear
of Roches hit a Datsun car belong-
ing to a man working in the adjac-
ent ILAC Centre, lifting it fully
into the air and leaving it damaged
to the tune of £660. The gardai
were called to the scene but said
they could do nothing as “/t happ-
ened on private property.” When

Doubtless there will be more
Pprovocations as the strike goes on,
and Roches are likely to become
even dirtier.

One depressing aspect of the
whole story is the continuing num-
ber 9f working-class people who are
passing the picket day in and day
out, many of them trade unionists
themselves.

Ten years ago, such an occurr-
ence would have been impossible in
a city renowned for the respect it
-'wlm hom to the picket.

s
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Burned
In retaliation?

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thureday, August.19th, 1882 — Lesthanach 5

S
IMMOLATION

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG |

THE BADLY-CHARRED BODY of 29-year-old Gerard Hughes from Car-

rick
persons unknown

House Hostel beside Unity Flats, Belfast, was discovered — as yet by
— late on Sunday evening, August 15th, outside the lib-

rary on the Oldpark Road in the north of the city and close to a loyalist

district.

He was taken to the burns unit of the Royal Victoria Hospital
where doctors confirmed on Monday to his friend Charlie Gilli-
land — also from Carrick House — that he had little hope of re-
covery from his horrific ordeal in which he had been saturated

with petrol and set alight.

Gerard, known to his friends as
Gerry, was last seen around 11am
on Sunday morning, August 15th,
in Carrick House. He had been grad-
ually moving out of the hostel over
a three-week period to take up
residence with his Protestant girl-
friend on the Antrim Road. That
day he called to collect more of his
belongings.

Later that night, at around
11.35pm, medical staff from the
RVH phoned Carrick House for de-
tails of Gerard’s next-of-kin and
religion. This .was the first inclin-
ation that anything was wrong.

Charlie Gilliland explains:

“At first | thought he must’ve
been mugged but after several
phone-alls they told us that Gerard
had been admitted with severe
burns. | went up on Monday to see
him but only they showed me
where he was | would never have
recognised him. His face was very
badly charred and swollen. The rest
of his body was bandaged and he
had tubes in him to help him
breathe.

“l asked the doctor if there was
any chance that Gerry could have
done it himself and he told me

no, he had been deliberately set on
fire.”

ASSASSINS

Personally, Mr Gilliland believes
his friend was the victim of extreme
loyalist assassins, more than likely
because of his relationship with his
girlfriend, a situation which in the
past — and particularly in Belfast —
has resulted in several sectarian
assassinations throughout the years.

The question of Gerard Hughes
even contemplating suicide, espec-
ially by such means, does not arise.
In the first place, according to
those close to him, he was an easy-
going and happy person. Secondly,
at this point in time he had every-
thing to live for, a new life begin-
ning with his girlfriend and a place
of their own.

OF BELFAST CATHOLIC

©® GERARD HUGHES
victim of loyaslist murder gang?

@ Charlie Gilliland, Gerard’s friend: “’I| went up on Monday to see him but only they
showed me where he was | would never have recognised him"

But most certainly the question
must be asked as to why the deaf-
ening silence by the RUC until
Tuesday, almost 48 hours after his
discovery. Why also have they not
issued the usual appeals for eye-
witnesses? Their silence gives rise
to ici and for ionali

Joe Austin of Belfast Sinn Fein
said in a statement on Tuesday:

“The RUC have stated they are
well-equipped to defend all sections
of the community. Are they trying
to cover-up or defend by inaction
those responsible for this savage
incic ? This is more in line with

people in the six counties that
points to a cover-up.

their past ‘defence’ of the nation-
alist people of the six counties.”

[ svseanHacrenny

THE HORRIFIC ONSLAUGHT direct-
ed against the besieged Palestinian
freedom fighters and their Lebanese
allies by the Zionist forces during
the 'past week in West Beirut will
live long in people’s memories.

The barbaric mass killings, justified by
Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin
when he portrayed himself as “marching to
Berlin to liquidate Hitler” can only be
compared with the very acts which led to
the ‘Holocaust’ when millions of Jews were
themselves liquidated by Hitler.

The continual references by the Zionist
regime of the absolute necessity to wipe
out the Palestinian fighters rings very
hollow when confronted with the image
of thousands of innocent Palestinian and
Lebanese civilians slaughtered and whole
sections of West Beirut flattened.

If anything, Begin has demonstrated
what pure terrorism is and he himself is
well-schooled in that art. This former
“terrorist’ and Nobel Peace Prize winner in
his mad drive to wipe out the PLO has com-
pletely lost touch with reality. How else
can the statement made recently by Begin,
that “Jews kneel to no-one except God” be
viewed? The Zionists see this as a ‘holy
war’ to preserve the state of Israel ]u_st as
much as Hitler thought it vital to exterminate
the Jews to preserve the ‘master race’.

CRITICISM 3

Begin, because of his regime’s unyielding
attitude, and because of the ”cynlca/"and
brutal way this war is being »’wged. as
one survivor of Hitler’s ‘holocaust described
it, has come under a constant barrage of
criticism from various groups at home.

In fact, last week amazing scenes were
witnessed within the Israeli parliament
at the height of a blanket bombardment
(8,000 tons of bombs on one refugee camp

@ The mounting toll of civilian casualties exposes Zionist claims that it seeks only the defeat of the PLO
iament building back, declared that they

over a ten-hour period) of West Beirut,
when a number of opposition MPs questioned
Begin’s motives for the war. This led to
heated exchanges which reached boiling
point when one Communist Party MP
accused Begin of ‘mass murder’ whereupon
Begin started screaming at the top of his
voice and had the MP forcibly removed
from the parliament, yet another indication
that the Zionists will not tolerate any
opposition to their plans.

On the diplomatic front there has been
frenzied activity to complete the ‘final’
plans for the ‘evacuation’ of PLO guerrillas
and Syrian forces from West Beirut and
East Lebanon. On Wednesday moming
the Lebanese parliament, who had been

‘aljowed’ by the Israelis to have their parl-

had reached a final
evacuation of the PLO.

When this withdrawal will happen is any-
one’s guess as the whole situation is fraught
with political pitfalls.

THREAT

The Israelis are insisting that a captured
Israeli pilot be handed over immediately or
else, threatens Israel’s defence minister
General Ariel Sharon, “not one single PLO
guerrilla will leave West Beirut, nor will
one single member of any international
peace-keeping force enter West Beirut.”

The Palestinians for their part are re-
lictant to release the captured pilot whilst
the: Israelis hold a large number of Palestin-

agreement on the

—A cynical and brutal war-

ians in the prison camps. The Palestinians
quite rightly have no trust in any declarations
made by the Israelis, thus when Sharon
declares that “progress was made today on
these main issues, but further clarification
is necessary” the PLO have to be on their
guard.

Meanwhile, two surrealistic aspects to this
barbaric war were announced this week.

The first when Begin declared that he
plans to take a holiday in the northern
resort town of Nahariya to prove that the
area “is now safe from Palestinian guerrillas.”

The second is the intention of the Leb-
anese parliament, at the behest of the
Israelis and the US administration, to go
ahead with the presidential elections. This
bizarre attempt at ‘normalisation’ will, of
course, be very familiar to people in the
occupied six counties of Ireland.

RIGHT WING

The Israelis and their US paymasters
are very anxious that the ‘right’ person
gets the job, and the only candidate so far
to present himself 24 hours before the
crucial election is the extreme right-wing
military commander of the Christian Phal-
angist forces, Bechir Gemayel. Bechir
Gemayel is working very closely with the
Israelis and would thus consolidate Israeli
and US interests in the Lebanon.

But the Lebanese Muslim majority
have great reason to fear Gemayel's
election, as Gemayel led the bloody mass-
acre of Palestinians and Lebanese Muslims
during the 1975-76 civil war, and is thus
capable of repeating those actions.

If there is a final agreement reached on
the position of the PLO in West Beirut it
will not be seen as a defeat for the PLO.
The PLO is the smallest military force in
the Arab world, and have fought consistently
and heroically against the biggest war-
machine in the Middle East.

No other Arab natidn involved in a war

with ‘Isrnel can match this courageous deed.
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o Their case is currently
of their special campaign
the plight of Irish repu

Michael
Murray

MICHAEL MURRAY is in his mid-
forties and is originally from Dublin.
He was arrested in Birmingham in
November 1974, charged with con-
spiracy to cause explosions and was
put on tiral, in August 1975, with the

t protest by lIrish
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Prisoners demand
political
recognition

[ 8y oamien o'rovrke |

republican |

ted by Sinn Fein as part \
to draw attention tO |

blican prisoners in English jails.

grew milde
ter months, weather LL.
8 he was mnsv:h. ﬂ‘;’ another cell in "':

i “the oven’
segregation unit \known = side
| where hot pipey yynning alor;l:gbomﬂ‘ i

walls and from floor 1o ceili
heat unbearable, |
KED
In May 1980 !msponse to taunts f;or
prison warders hg hrew the conents o h
chamber-pot at them in defiance. The wa

| ders responded with buckets of water an
— e djisin fectant leaving Hackett in a cell inche

six men framed for the Birmingham =
A

pub bombings. E deep in water wigh bedding complete
He remained silent throughout the trial [£3 ) w soaked for a longperiod-
and was convicted mainly on the evidence | S g 7 For this he was given punishme:

of an informer, James Kelly. He received a S5 \ - -

= rations and s remission.
9-year sentence and was later sentenced Jost 12 day:

to 12 years on further charges.

In October 1978, whilst in Wormwood
Scrubs, he refused to do prison work ass-
igned to him — stitching mail bags — on the
particular grounds that he suffered from
tunnel vision, and in general because it was
contrary to his demand for treatment as
political status.

After seven days in the,punishment cells
he began his refusal to wear prison uniform
and since then, October 21st, 1978, has
been on the blanket. He was moved from
Wormwood Scrubs to Hull prison in June
1980 and has been held there in solitary
confinement ever since.

Solitary confinement over the three-
and-a-half-year period means total isolation
with no contact with other prisoners or the
outside world, even through newspapers or
radio in his cell. Because he will not put on
prison uniform he is also denied visits.

Information on the treatment of Mich-
ael Murray is therefore very scarce. In
March and April this year, whilst Owen
Carron MP was visiting the Irish political
prisoners in England, Murray was the only
one not allowed to see him — again because
of his refusal to wear the uniform.

On August 11th, this year, he was, how-
ever, allowed to write to Carron, again say-
ing that he would not accept a visit on the
conditions laid down by the prison auth-
orities.

“Don’t worry,” he wrote, “for | am my-
self not losing any sweat over these con-
ditions.”

Patrick
Hackett

PATRICK HACKETT, aged 32, is
from Nenagh, County Tipperary, the
second eldest of a family of eight
children. He was arrested on March
1st, 1976, after a premature explos-
jon at Stanhope Gardens in the
South Kensington area of London.

As a result of the explosion he lost an
arm and a leg and suffered serious abdom-
inal injuries,

For six weeks, in St Stephen’s Hospital

X

@ The notorious
as Michael Murray and Patrick Hacktt
in Fulham, Hackett was physically and ver-
bally abused by Scotland Yard detectives
whose interrogations were marked by mon-
strous degrees of sadism.

Later Hackett recorded his treatment,
which included being dragged off the bed,
being beaten around the face and even hav-
ing the stump of his amputated arm
squeezed and twisted when he refused to
answer questions.

Taunts about gangrene in his leg and
threats to his family were constantly made
to the completely disorientated, injured
man.

THE TRUTH

In a statement recording this period
Patrick Hackett wrote:

“I wish to state that the reason for writ-
ing this experience down is not to gaip
sympathy from anyone, | just want the
Irish public to know the truth.

“As lIrish republicans, we are prepared
to suffer for our cause and we are prepared
to suffer even more because we are right.”

After more than a year on remand in
Brixton prison Hackett was brought to
trial on charges of conspiracy to cause

p of explosi and
causing losi He was d to
20 years on all charges, to run concurr-
ently.

After sentence, at the end of June 1977,
he spent three-and-a-half years in Worm-
wood Scrubs. Whilst there in August 1979,
with about 200 prisoners, including the
Irish republican ones, he took part in a
prison protest for overall better condit-
ions.

Special Control Units, such as thess at Wormwood

Shortly afte s, in July 1_98), he w
transferred to efield pﬂsnr;’ wh-l
again refusing toput on prison uniform,
was sent to the nptorious Special Cont
Unit where he remained until Novemt
1980.

In the Special Control Unit there
complete silence, no prisoner is even allo
ed to sing or whistle or communicate
any way with others. Bedding is remov
from the cell every morning and retum
at night.

There was nosheating in the cell
during the day Hackett had only a sm
hand-towel with which to try and ks
warm. Panes of glass missing from the
windows — the only means of ventilat
— made the cold much worse.

@ Patrick Hackett (above) despite having lost an arm and a leg in an explosion is steadfastly demand-

ing his rights as a political prisoner

The ful sit-down d ation
was broken up by several hundred riot-
clad prison warders who unmercifully
beat the prisoners indiscriminately and
wrecked their personal property.

At the end of that year, on Decem-
ber 31st, 1979, Patrick Hackett began
his blanket protest. He was immediate-

ly transferred to the segregation unit
of Wormwood Scrubs, into a freezing
cold cell, the windows of which he was
ulr,\ﬂﬁl.e to close fully because of his dis-
abilities and which th fused
to shut for him, oo

He remained here naked, with only a
sheet as protection, throughout the win-

f

In November 1980 Hackett was fit
with an artificial leg but refused to wes
because of harasment from warders
threw it off. The following day he
transferred from the segregation unit
the hospital wing where the limb was
turned.

VISITS

Throughout the solitary confinen
period, because of his refusal to wear
prison uniform, ke was denied exer
visits, personal pessessions, and asso
ion with other prisoners_

In the hospitd wing he could
pyjamas and therffore the refusal o
prison uniform does not officially a
He has received ¥8its from his family
the other restiictions have been |
somewhat, althosh - general
and disregard for his disabilities have

cemn about the ivations impose
him, |
The British ment replied

ment.” £
Hackett was ™Ved to Parjchurst
on on the Isle o Wight i July this

lndmlnwlsp"’""hﬂwnimnn

He remains 1#®, adamant that h
not wear a pri®% Uniform if told 1
so. For the i’ being his protest
stalemate.
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" He wants only to be treated like
d human being”— Mrs Hackett

BY MAIRE DE BARRA___|

SINCE BEING sentenced Patrick Hackett’s family have
very much behind him in his demands for humane
treatment and a transfer to a jail in Ireland to serve his

sentence.

ABridgm Hackett, Patrick’s
twin sister, explains how they
first heard of the horrific con-
ditions which were being en-

dured by him: 3
“It was a relative of another
7S who ight the word

thy: Bedding is
ery -oming and retumed

osk=ng in the cell and
Ha:1 had only a small

an, nzns of ventilation

LT worse.

150 Hackett was fitted
le it refused to wear it

he tiowing day he was
| ¥ sgregation unit to
givere the limb was re-

VISITS

B oiiary confinement
s refusal to wear the
& denied exercise,

M=sions, and associat.

S0ner;

@ ving he could wear
™ the refusal to wear
< 11 officially apply,
" from his family and
S have been lifted
% wneral harassment
b diabilities have con-

2 Aoty Intemational,
o | @opting Patrick
E of Conscience, wrote
h]"*"‘ €xpressing con-
"ations imposed on

:;'”""‘” replied that
"l Patrick Hackett
:’m" but would again
,,,D””"”Ufﬂ o refuse
"M after his treat-

Dveq 1 Parkhurst pris-

("9t in gy k

e “Osvha'f.,'ih,; year

' Samant that he will
2om if told to do

"9 b protest is an

out to us very early on, after he
had seen Screws throwing five
buckets of cold water in on top
of Patrick in his cell.”

Later on, Patrick managed to
smuggle a statement out to his
family in which he described the
conditions endured by him dur-
ing his interrogation and impris-
onment.

Patrick was first held in Brix-
ton prison for 13 months, then
he was moved to Wormwood
Scrubs where he spent three-and-
a-half years. He spent 23 months
in Wakefield before being trans-
ferred to Parkhurst on July 4th,
1982, where he now remains.

“While detained in Brixton,
he was sentenced to 56 days
solitary confinement after an
incident with one of the Screws.

“Then in January 1980 he
was transferred from ‘D’ Wing in
‘the Scrubs’ to the segregation
unit. He was forced to walk 300
yards on this cold freezing night
in his bare foot with only a sheet
wrapped around him as protect-
ion. There was all broken glass
and everything there and he had
to- walk over it. He was then
thrown into a freezing cold cell
where the windows were wide
open all night and he could not
clase them. The poor fellow was
so miserable.”

CASE

The Hackett family could not
stand by in the light of all these
happenings and allow them to
continue, but they did not know
where to begin to highlight his
case. o

Bri explains:

“W‘:I’Ijt when | saw all these
politici purporting to repres-
ent the Irish people | decided
that they should not get away

with ignoring my brother’s case,
so | started hassling them.

“l must say though that it
was the late Frank Maguire who
really ‘gave me the courage to
take up ‘Patrick’s case. He was
very concerned and Neil Blaney
has also helped us quite a lot.”

Other politicians, however,
were not so helpful. Bridget
wrote in October 1980 to Brian
Lenihan, then Free State Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs, con-
cerning the plight of her brother.

She received a reply typical
of 