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FOUR COURAGEOUS YOUNG Irish republicans died when
they were ambushed by British soldiers in County Tyrone last
Sunday. It was a scene tragically familiar in Irish history as a
group of Irish people went out to meet vastly superior British
military forces, risking everything in the effort to rid their coun-
try of foreign rule and sacrificing their lives in the struggle.

epublicans salute Volunteers O’Donnell, Sean O’Farrell and Peter
Patrick Vincent, Kevin Barry Clancy. None of them was over 23, all

of them born after the present phase in
the Irish people’s struggle for national
freedom began. They grew up in
County Tyrone, and living in that
county which has borne the brunt of
British rule, they came to the conclu-
sion that they had no option open to
them to achieve justice but to resort to
armed resistance.

Their tragic deaths were gloated

over by unionist leaders and many
British media commentators. Ignoring
the grief of four more Irish families
they treated their deaths as successful
‘hits’ by the British army. There was no
focus on the “godfathers” of British
violence who authorise the policy
which dictates that no republicans are
to be taken alive in such circumstances.

Last week the man ultimately

responsible for that shoot-to-kill policy,
British Prime Minister John Major, met
with John Hume and the unionist par-
ties. After the meeting the three union-
ist leaders appeared to be in a jubilant
mood and expressed confidence
regarding their demands for a more
repressive British military policy.

John Hume alone appeared ill-at-

(continued on page 2)
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ease with what had been agreed and
when we take account of the fact that
four young Irishmen were executed
by the SAS less than a week later,
Hume's unease becomes more under-
standable. The question on the lips of
many nationalists now is: “Did John
give his consent to an all-out
military offensive on republicans?”

Maijor stated, following the meet-
ing, that further discussions would be
held on “security and political mat-
ters to help crack terrorism”. lan Pais-
ley hailed the talks as a breakthrough,
giving nationalists throughout the Six
Counties good reason to expect an
increase in British military repression.
Molyneaux too was in confident
mood as he left, with the promise that
there would be some “unpleasant
surprises” to come.

Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
has challenged SDLP leader John
Hume to say if this week’s killings
were one of those “unpleasant sur-
prises” which Molyneaux had
promised. Paisley’s reaction to Sun-
day’s executions — “They certainly
got a surprise last night and I think
more are on the way” — would seem
to leave no doubt as to the nature of
the London discussions.

The four Volunteers who were
executed by the British SAS were
named as Kevin Barry O'Donnell (21)
Sean O’ Farrell (22) Peter Clancy (21)
| and Patrick Vincent (20). Earlier, all
| four Volunteers had taken part in an
| attack on the RUC barracks in Coalis-
| land, County Tyrone.

Q round 10.30pm on Sunday
| evening, February 16th, two

THEY DIED THAT WE
MIGHT BE FREE

(continued

from front page)

active service units (ASUs) of the
East Tyrone Brigade, Irish Republi-
can Army, positioned themselves in
the centre of Coalisland in prepara-
tion for the attack on the heavily
fortified barracks, which is situated
at a junction of four roads in the
town centre. One of the ASUs had a
12.7mm heavy machine-gun mount
ed on the back of a commandeered
truck and was also armed with
back-up AKM assault rifles. It was
this unit which drove towards the
barracks and opened fire on the
main observation post.

In support of this unit, another
ASU took up covering fire points at
various positions overlooking the bar-
racks. After firing a sustained burst at
the barracks, the truck moved off
towards Dernagh Crossroads, fol-
lowed by the second ASU, which pro-
ceeded to pull out, after covering the
first ASU’s withdrawal. Both ASUs
headed towards the prearranged
pick-up point for the dispersal of
weapons, adjacent to St Patrick’s
Church in Clonoe.

With the operation over, some of
the Volunteers began to take down
the 12.7mm machine-gun, still mount-
ed on the back of the truck, while oth-
ers started moving off into the
surrounding countryside. Two Volun-
teers, using a stepladder at the side of
the truck, had removed the machine-
gun’s ammunition belt to a waiting
car, and were dismantling the gun
itself from its mounting on the truck,
when they came under heavy and
sustained gunfire.

A third Volunteer was still in the
cab of the truck and was hit several

times as the gunfire poured in from
different directions, as was the fou_rlh
Volunteer, who was positioned beside
a waiting car. People living ncalrby
reported hearing prolonged shooting
for up to ten minutes with tracer hull-
lets cutting across St Patrick’s
grounds.

Local people also stated that
there was no warning given at any
time, and there was no exchange of
fire, one witness saying it all sound-
ed like one type of gun. All four
Volunteers had been hit at this stage
and when the firing ceased for a
short time, one Volunteer “‘*‘"-‘21“}1
to get to his feet and raised his
hands to surrender. With this, the
SAS attackers again opened up,
despite seeing his hands in the air in
a clear gesture of surrender. He was
fatally wounded.

eanwhile, the other Volunteers
who were travelling along three

different routes from the crossroads, |

were also coming under heavy fire
from concealed positions. Despite
this, they managed to evade capture
and certain execution by other SAS

units who were covering all four |

roads leading from the crossroads in
ambush positions.

The SAS killers, who were at |

Dernagh crossroads on Sunday

night, did not succeed in their mis- |

sion to execute all those Volunteers
involved in the attack and those
who survived are today in their
own parts of East Tyrone, quietly

remembering their fallen comrades |

and friends. They, like the rest of the

risen people of occupied Ireland, |

will continue the task of removing
from our country these foreign, paid
assassins and their controllers in the
British government.

Peace and freedom and justice for
the Irish people will be the memorial
to Patrick Vincent, Kevin Barry
O’Donnell, Sean O’Farrell and Peter
Clancy.
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@ Sk Pairick’s Church Coalisland — Scene of the SAS ambush
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@ Volunteer Kevin Barry O Donnell

Kevin

Barry
O'Donnell

KEVIN BARRY O'DONNELL
was born in March 1970, one of
a family of three brothers and
three sisters. He attended Pri-
mate Dixon Memorial school,
Coalisland, and then St
Patrick’s Academy, Dungan-
non, after which he began a
course at Loughry Agricultural
College, Cookstown. He then
moved to England to start an
agricultural degree at Harper
Adams Agricultural College
which was halted with his
arrest on weapons possession
charges.

uring his teenage years Barry, as

he was known, played Gaelic
football for the Fianna Club as well as
Stewartstown Harps, while his fluency
as an Irish speaker was well known.
Barry held various positions as a Vol-
unteer in Oglaigh na hEireann and had
tak.en part in numerous operations
against British crown forces, from the
dfay he joi{\ed in 1988. He was recog-
nised by his republican comrades as a
dedicated Volunteer, and when he
b_egan his studies in England he con-
tinued operations against British mili-
tary targets throughout that country.
To hlsAfamily, comrades and friends
Q\e entire Republican Movement sends
its deepest sSympathy.

Patrick
Vincent

PATRICK was born in 1971,
and had one sister and one

brother. Unlike his three com-

OBITUARIES

§

ravde.'s‘ who IiAved in nationalisy
districts, hg In'cd in a predom;.
nantly unionist area close to
Dungannon. He attendeq
Edendork primary school i
Dungannon before 80ing to St
Joseph’s secondary in Coalis-
land.
P‘\tnck managed to get a job as 3 Crane
driver after leaving school and could
be seen about the country li\'ing his life
to the full, enjoying the humour and ra-
ic among his friends and comr,
without ever letting the British
become aware of his actions in QO
na hEireann. Patrick joined Oglaigh na
hEireann in 1991 and despite the fact
that he was only in the Army for one
year he was involved in many IRA oper-
ations during that year.

He was described as a person who
had no fear, one who met anything
straight on. Due to Patrick’s securj
consciousness the crown forces were
never aware of his involvement in an
of these operations, this lack of know}-
edge helped Patrick assist his com-
rades in freely moving about East
Tyrone in their many attacks in that
area.

“Patrick was totally dedicated to
the struggle”, was a phrase used by
one of Patrick’s friends when he heard
what had happened at St Patrick’s
Chapel grounds on Sunday night. He
said:

“Every time I pass St Pat’s, in the
days to come, I'll remember his smile,
his love of the craic, and what he died
trying to remove, the obscenity that is
the British presence, from our coun-
e

Patrick’s friends and comrades in
the Republican Movement are deter-
mined that his wish will come true,
sooner, rather than later. To his loving
family, republicans extend heartfelt
sympathy in their great loss.

ades,
forces
glaigh

® Volunteer Sedn O'Farrell

Sean

O’Farre

SEAN was born on September
1969, and like his close ! i
Barry, grew up in Coah.-"h"

and also attended Primate




I

An Phoblacht/Republican News

News

Thursday, February 20th 1992 — LEATHANACH 3

Dixon primary school before
moving to St Joseph’s sec-
ondary school.
Aﬂgr leaving secondary school Sedn
hdid a welding course at
Craigavon Training Centre and gained
employment as a welder with a local
company. As he grew up Seén devel-
c{ped a strong interest in Irish tradi-
Slonal music, playing different
instruments, notably the tin whistle
Throughout the year Seén could be
found at many fleadhanna ceoil
throughout Ireland, playing in sessions
with fellow musicians. He was also
very interested in the Irish language
and always spoke his “ctipla focail”
whenever he had the opportunity.

Sean joined the ranks of Oglaigh na
hEireann in 1988 on the same day as
his close friend Barry O’Donnell and
both took part in many operations as
Volunteers in the East Tyrone Brigade.
Sedn and Barry had been arrested
together and held on remand in Crum-
lin Road Jail before being released after
a period of months. During his time in
prison Sedn was never deterred and
his commitment was such that on
release he reported back for active ser-
vice in the Coalisland area and
resumed operations with his com-
rades.

Both were held in very high regard
by their local community and lived life
to the full, always ready with a smile
or a joke for their friends and com-
rades despite the seriousness of their
commitment to the armed struggle. On
Thursday, February 20th, both com-
rades are being laid to rest in their
native County Tyrone, and as one close
friend put it, “they joined together,
fought alongside each other, died
together, and will be buried together”.
Their memory will strengthen our
determination to rid our land of the
paid, foreign assassins who killed
them, and the government which

i those assassins.

The Republican Movement sends
deepest sympathy to Sedn’s loving
family and friends.

Peter
Clancy

PETER was born on August

1970, one of a family of two
sisters and five brothers in the
Coalisland area. He attended
Aughmullan Primary school,
and then St Joseph'’s, Coalis-
land before getting employ-
ment as a fitter welder, the
same trade as Sedn O'Farrell.

ter played Gaelic football for Clo

noe O'Rahillys, one of the many
thriving GAA clubs throughout Coun
ty Tyrone.

Of the same generation as Barry
and Sedn, he also joined the ranks of
Oglaigh na hEireann in 1988 and swift-
ly became a resourceful and experi
enced Volunteer in the struggle against
the crown forces. With characteristic
bravery Peter was to the fore in these
attacks, and, on one occasion recently,
was injured in a blast bomb attack on
an RUC jeep close to the British bar-
racks in Coalisland.

It was typical of his dedication that
after recovering from his injuries he
returned to active service in his own area
alongside his comrades who were killed
with him on Sunday night. Peter will be
remembered as a Volunteer whose dedi-
cation was second to none, and as a good
member of his community in Coalisland.
To Peter’s large family circle the Republi-
can Movement gives heartfelt sympa-
thy in their time of mourning.

® Volunteer Peter Clancy

-

unteer Kevin Barry O'Donnell

- X o
® Members of Oglaigh na hEireann salute the remains of their comrade Vol-

@ One of the mourners bearing th

on those mourning the death of Volunteer Sean O'Farrell

RUC ATTACKS
MOURNERS

The RUC has been accused of “provocative and abusive
behaviour” at the homes of the four IRA Volunteers killed on

Sunday night, Febuary 15th.

oalisland Sinn Féin Councillor
Francie Molloy attacked the
RUC’s behaviour at a time when the
families of the dead require nothing
more than the right to mourn free

from the type of provocation demon-
strated by the RUC.

The attacks occured as the remains
of the four were brought from
Craigavon Hospital to their homes on

resulted in one man being very
severely injured in the head after
being beaten by a baton-wielding
RUC man.

After the attack Councillor Mol
loy called on the RUC to withdraw
its heavy and aggressive presence
so that the families can grieve for
their loved ones in peace.

“The families of these young
men” said Councillor Molloy, “have
the right to grieve for their sons
This is a particulary difficult time
for the families whose only desire is
to bury their loved ones in peace
and with dignity.”
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Four Volunteers

gunned down

THE EVENTS of the past week have been overshadowed by the
tragic deaths of four Volunteers of the East Tyrone Brigade who
were executed by members of the SAS on Sunday night, Febru-

ary 16th.

Their deaths came after they had
mounted a machine gun and rifle
attack on Coalisland RUC Barracks.
They made good their escape and
headed towards St Patrick’s Chapel
at Demagh Crossroads. The SAS lay
in ambush for them and waited until
the Volunteers had removed the
ammunition belt from the heavy cal-
ibre 12.7 machine gun before they
opened fire from their ambush posi-
tion.

In a sustained burst of gun-fire,
which lasted up to ten minutes accord-
ing to local people, the four Volunteers
were shot dead. One eye-witness said
that, although wounded, one of the
Volunteers raised himself from the
ground and put his hands up in sur-
render. He was hit several times from
the SAS positions and died.

In a statement issued through the
Irish Republican Publicity Bureau,
Dublin, the IRA said:

“Those killed on Sunday evening at
Dernagh Crossroads, Coalisland, were
Peter Clancy, Kevin Barry O’Donnell,
Seén O’Farrell and Patrick Vincent. All
were Volunteers in the East Tyrone
Brigade IRA who were on active service at

the time of their deaths.

“Two weeks ago eight Irish nationalists
were gunned down by pro-British killers.
Yesterday evening four Irish nationalists,
at least one of whom had his hands in the
air, were gunned down by an official
British death squad. All of these killings
are aimed at crushing the resistance of all
our people to foreign occupation. They will

il

“To the families of those who dieZ in
Coalisland the leadership of the IRA
extends its deepest sympathy.”

B RANGERS ' BARRACKS

BLASTED

Elsewhere in the Six Counties the
IRA continued to attack crown forces
personnel and other targets. The North
Armagh Brigade claimed responsibili-
ty for causing the explosion at the Roy-
al Irish Rangers Barracks in Charles
Street, Portadown.

The attack occurred on Monday,
February 17th, when Volunteers suc-
ceeded in breaching the tight securi-
ty around the heavily fortified
barracks. Upon gaining entry they
then planted the 15lb semtex bomb

@ The scene of the gunning down of four IRA volunteers ,

which exploded, damaging the base.

M BRITS ATTACKED
ON MANY FRONTS

Despite the massive concentration of
British forces around Belfast, Volunteers
of the IRA show time and time again
their ingenuity in managing to breech
the security cordon and carry out a num-
ber of operations designed to stretch the
crown forces and expose the NIO's poli-
cy of Belfast being a ‘normal’ city.

February 16th

On Wednesday, February 12th, two
elaborate hoax devices were placed in
commandeered vehicles and parked
outside the Kings Halllawhere the

Show was taking place.
MOIC()); Friday, February 14th, a 309lb
car bomb was driven to Adelaide
Street and parked there. A smaller 2Ib
bomb was left nearby where it explod-
ed at approximately 1.30am. It was
intended that this initial explosion
would lure the crown forces to the
vicinity where the larger 3001b car

—
——

bomb would act as an anti-i

devise. The car bomb °“]Yp;::i:ll\1e

exploded causing injury to fiye RUC

members.

On Saturday, February 15th, ty,
incendiary bombs explodeq i;\ lho
food hall of Marks and Spencers ie
Donegall Place. Minor damage % i
caused by the bombs but ex‘ensi:s
flood damage was caused by lh:
store's sprinklers.

Sunday saw a series of Cal’efu.lly G
ordinated attacks using blast inceng;.
ary bombs aimed at pubs and hotels
The Shaftesbury Inn was destroyed
while the Fortwilliam Golf Club
escaped with only minor damage a5
the bomb left there only partially
exploded. At the Greenan Lodge Hote]
Volunteers left two blast incendiaries,
only one of which exploded. d

The York Hotel on Botanic Avenye
was the other target in this series of
attacks on hotels but in line with thejr
latest tactic of moving in quickly to
defuse bombs thus putting civilian
lives in danger, British army technica]
officers defused the bomb. Also on
Sunday a 20lb bomb exploded on the
railway line between Central Station
and Dunmurray.

At Brougham Street in the New
Lodge area of Belfast on Monday,
February 17th, four RUC members
were injured when they were attacked
by Volunteers with a blast grenade.
Also on Monday hoax devices caused
widespread disruption at Central and
Botanic stations, whilst that night 20
rounds were fired at Fort Whiterock.
On Wednesday Volunteers in Belfast
planted a blast incendiary in a sports
shop in May Street. A fire started by
the explosion caused extensive dam-
age to the premises.

OE DOHERTY
DEPORTED

M BY ART Mac EOIN

JOE DOHERTY was deported from the United States to Britain
on Wednesday, February 19th. It was the ﬁnal.violatlon by the US
authorities of Doherty’s rights over the past eight years.

he Belfast republican was flown
into the hands of the British at
whose behest he was kept in US pris-

ons for nearly a decade without ever
being charged with a crime in the US.
He landed at Heathrow Airport, Lon-

don, late on Wednesday
night.

In a statement, Martin
Galvin of Irish Northern
Aid said that the devel-
opment was “an Ameri-
can tragedy”.

He asked: “How can
America celebrate
George Washington, a
patriot who won freedom
for all Americans by
fighting the British crown
and then betray Joe
Doherty into the hands of
the British Pown for
fighting for Irish free-
dom?

“We have prostituted
fundamental American
principles of granting
political asylum to
beleagured patriots, at
the behest of the British.

“Joe Doherty has
accomplished much by
his personal courage in
focusing American atten-
tion on the entire issue of
British rule in Ireland.
Britain, had it forseen
what Doherty would
achieve might well have
decided to allow him to
live quietly in America.

‘“We must not accept this as a
defeat, but as a step upon which to
build more American political and
moral pressure so that Joe Doherty and
all those forced to live under British
rule can have freedom in Ireland.”

As AP/RN goes to press it seems
that Doherty is still in Britain but that
he will be flown to the Six Counties as
soon as possible for a court appear-
ance. He is wanted in the North to
serve a life sentence imposed on him in
1981 for the killing of SAS Captain
Herbert Westmacott in a gun battle
between the IRA and the British army
on Belfast’s Antrim Road in 1980.

by IPLO

believed he died instantly.

A teenage girl also working in the
shop escaped uninjured because she
was kneeling down behind the shop

Joh was a ber of
the local Elim Pentecostal Church,
where his parents run the youth club.
The killing occurred despite calls
| from Sinn Féin’s Gerry Adams and
Martin McGuinness for no retaliation
in the wake of the Ormeau Road
killings of five Catholics.

Commenting on this latest sectari-
an attack, Martin McGuinness said
that the killing “comes in the wake of
appeals by myself and Gerry Adams
for no retaliation against Protestants

“The republican community that
we represent supports our analysis
that sectarianism is a diversion that
suits Britain’s dishonest propaganda
position that it is an honest broker
keeping two tribes apart.

_“The IPLO has no credibility
within the republican community.
On behalf of the republican peop[e
who for 20 years have steadfastly
endured and resisted all that the
British could inflict on us, I call upon
| thg I?_LO to immediately cease its

activities and to disband.”

Sectarian murder

A 17-YEAR-OLD Protestant youth was killed in a random
sectarian attack in the Ballysillan area of Belfast on Monday
night. Andrew Johnston, who was working behind the
counter of a video shop on the Upper Crumlin Road in North
Belfast, was shot a number of times when a lone masked
IPLO killer burst into the shop at around 8.15pm. It is

i
§
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rt Judgement, on Monday last

- DEFENDS
MEN'S
RIGHT TO

eir anger on Du

THE DAY INNOCENCE WAS SACRIFICED

RAPISTS |
WOMEN O

“Nightmare scenario”

ecomes a reality

“Nesterday innocence was sacrificed on flu’
altar of the letter of the lazw” — June Levine
speaki'ng the day after the judgement.

“The state acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and,
with due regard to the equal right to life of the mother,
guarantees in its law to to respect, and, as far as is practi-
cable, by its laws to defend and vindicate that right.” —

1983 Amendment

RARELY has there been an issue so emotive or so dis-
tressing as that of a 14-year-old rape victim made
pregnant and now being refused access to an abortion

by the 26-County state.

n Monday, February 17th, in
Oa judgement by Justice
Declan Costello, an injunction
was granted to the Attorney Gen-
eral to prevent this girl from trav-
eling to Britain to procure an
abortion. Every woman and
every parent in the country was
forced to face the bleak reality of
the 1983 ‘pro-life’ amendment
and its interpretation which now
amounts to a complete disregard
for women'’s lives.

In this case the story is par-
ticularly tragic. The girl had
been a victim of sexual abuse
from the father of her best
friend for a number of years
and, as with many of these cas-
es, was intimidated into silence
by the abuser. The abuse and
pregnancy only came to her
mother’s attention when she

H
CHURCH  STATE  RAPIST

LGANG RAPE |

noticed that her daughter had
missed her period.

The parents decided that in
the distressing circumstances
the best thing for their daughter
would be for her to have an

abortion. They were in contact
with sympathetic gardai in
their area, who were handling
the case, and they told them of
their intention and asked if
foetal tissue could be used for
genetic fingerprinting in order
to be used in evidence possibly
to secure a conviction of the
rapist. The gardai then contact-
ed the Director for Public Prose-
cutions for technical advice on
how to organise the evidence.

The DPP contacted the
Attorney General’s office to
find out about the admissibility
of such evidence. The Attorney
General, Harry Whelehan, let it
be known that such evidence
would not be admissible and
that he would be pursuing an
injunction to prevent the abor-
tion. This he has said, is com-
pletely in line with his role as
upholder and implementer of
the constitution.

At this stage the family was
already in London and the girl
was under untold stress. The
father rang the gardaf in Dublin
to tell them where they were, in
order to facilitate the acquisi-
tion of evidence. The gardai
who appear to be none too hap-
py about the role they were
forced to play, told him that the
family were to come back to Ire-
land. This was to face a court
hearing on the application for
an injunction from the Attorney
General preventing the abor-
tion. He was told that a refusal

H BY PAULINE
BENNETT

wonld result in prosecution,
even for his daughter.

Understandably shaken and
scared, they returned to face the
"nightmare scenario” that sup
porters of the 1983 amendment
had said could not happen The
girl in the meantime is in a
“fraught emotional state” and
is under constant medical
supervision.

he judgment made on Mon-

day made the 1983 “night-
mare scenario” a brutal reality.

The judgment consisted of
four points.

The first referred to the eighth
amendment which is very clear
as to the duty of the court to pro-
tect the life of the unborn equally.
The fact that the Oireachtas did
not make any laws deciding the
interpretation of the amendment,
left the judge with no alternative
other than to apply the clear
directive from the constitution.
This is an indictment of succes-
sive governments who have not
taken on their responsibility in
the wake of the amendment to
interpret it. It is their ineptitude
that has directly led to this partic-
ular judgment.

On the very real threat of
suicide by the girl due to her
highly distressed state, Costello
said that the threat to the girl’s
life came from herself and was
of a different magnitude to the
“threat” of abortion. The judge
was sure that since the girl was
in the care of her parents she
would make it through “the
difficult months”. He felt that
the threat to the unborn child
was imminent because if the
injunction was not granted then
the termination would almost
certainly take place.

This part of the judgment is
undoubtedly the most disturbing
part. It is clear that women are
seen as less than even second-
class citizens in the 1937 Consti-
tution. In this case their quality of
life is not considered, only their
ability to carry a child to full
term. Did the people of the 26
Counties really vote for this inter-
pretation in 1983? Again, had the
Oireachtas qualified the terms of
reference in the amendment this
judgment may never have been
delivered.

The rest of the judgment
was given to the points of Euro-
rean Community law and of
the mother’s right to liberty.

Under the 1937 Constitution a
citizen has the right to personal
liberty. While Costello recog-
nised this right he pointed out
that since a precedent set in a
case in 1966 “a person should
be deprived of their liberty
upon the belief that they would
commit offences if left at liber-
ty”. He went on further to say
that “if a constitutional right is
being abused by exercising it to
commit a wrong then the court
may restrain the wrongful act
even though this may involve a
curtailment of the excercise of a
constitutional right”.

On European Community
law he acknowledged the
defence’s assertion that under
EC law abortion is a service and
that there is meant to be free
access to these services in the
community under the Treaty of
Rome. However, he pointed out
that the clause of exemption
included derogation on the
grounds of public policy.
Costello said that the Eighth
Amendment “was clearly an
expression of public policy”.

here was a sad inevitability to

this week. The 1983 amend-
ment to the constitution has
slowly but very surely eradicated
women’s rights and the conse-
quences of this judgment are dif-
ficult to comprehend.

The first is that many wom-
en who are contemplating hav-
ing an abortion will not talk to
anyone for fear of such conse-
quences. They may not seek the
much needed pregnancy advice
and counselling (which as it
stands have been driven under-
ground) and will travel to
Britain even more frightened
and uninformed on the option
they have chosen.

® Sinn Féin show their opposition to the High Court injunction

The second and very har-
rowing result is the prospect of
women turning to back street
abortionists.

Next is what this judgment
has done to rape victims. The
state has legislation to protect
women from this violence, it is
even starting, albeit very slowly,
to face up to the fact of
widespread child sexual abuse.
Those working in this area point
out that reporting of such crimes
has increased dramatically in
recent years, as has the rate of
convictions in the courts,
although we are still only seeing
what is believed to be the tip of
the iceberg. There is now serious
concern that the horrific ordeal of
the 14-year-old will make victims
frightened to report the crimes
against them for fear of dire legal
consequences.

Men who rape women and
children were, in effect, given
the right in Monday’s judgment
to procreate through rape.

As Nell McCafferty put it at
a meeting of Dublin women
activists after the judgment, “in
the eyes of the state we are no
more than cabbages. They have
made us cabbages”.

Pledging the party’s contin-
ued support for the child and
the family involved in the case,
and opposition to the judgment
and its implications, Andrée
Murphy of Sinn Féin Women's
Department said:

“We were told in 1983 that
individual women would never
be targeted. Today we see the
criminalisation of a 14-year-old
rape victim. The 1983 amend-
ment to the constitution has
slowly but very surely eradicat-
ed women's rights. It has to be
repealed before it criminalises
more women.”
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B Mawhinney excuses loyalist terror

RECENT REMARKS by British ‘security’ minister in the Six Coun-
ties Brian Mawhinney, regarding the loyalist campaign of sectari-
an murder against nationalist civilians,' has outraged nationalists
North and South and has rightly resulted in his censure by the
whole spectrum of nationalist political opinion on this island.

or the past 20 years and at intervals before that, the nationalist popu-

lation of the Six Counties has endured a vicious campaign of geno-
cide perpetrated by various loyalist groups. In an insult to those
nationalists, particularly considering the recent horrific attacks in
Belfast, Mawhinney, in a BBC radio interview on Sunday, February 16th,
defended the legal status of the UDA— the UFF’s alter ego — and then
attempted to make a case for their murderous activities which he
described as being “reactive rather than pro-active”.

Mawhinney’s qualification of loyalist terror was the nearest yet that a
British minister has come to a public admission that unofficial loyalist
violence is part of his government'’s counter-insurgency network. It mir-
rors the views of unionists such as Peter Robinson who last year said of
loyalist paramilitaries: “Essentially the IRA is an anti-state, anti-estab-
lishment body doing everything possible to wreck the political process
and the state itself, whereas the Protestant and loyalist paramilitary
organisations are anti-IRA, they are essentially counter-terrorist organi-
sations.”

The fact is that of the hundreds of nationalists killed over the past 20
years, only a small minority have been republican activists. The vast majori-
ty have been ordinary civilians targeted at random and often killed in the
most brutal manner imaginable. This loyalist terror campaign fits into
Britain's strategy in Ireland and as shown by events as recent as the Brian
Nelson trial, is in many cases directed by British military intelligence.

The political /military approval of this campaign is based on the
assumption that because of it the nationalist population will be intimi-
dated into giving up their legitimate demands for civil rights and
national unity.

The Dublin government’s newly appointed Foreign Minister David
Andrews attacked Mawhinney’s remarks on the basis that violence
should be condemned from whatever quarter it emanates. It is long past
time, however, that the Dublin government woke up to the reality that the
British government and its armed agencies are the greatest perpetrators of
violence in Ireland. It has been shown on countless occasions that the British
army and RUC provide intelligence, weaponry and personnel to the unoffi-
cial loyalist gangs. Through its co-operation with these forces, the 26-Coun-
ty government, as well as abdicating its national duty, is showing an
insensitivity to the cry for justice from the northern nationalist community.

As for Mawhinney’s claim that the loyalist paramilitary murders are
“reactive” it must be pointed out that such murders long pre-date the
present IRA campaign. The unionist state itself was born in the midst of
sectarian pogroms between 1920 and 1922 and loyalist terror, in its offi-
cial or unofficial guises, has been used to instil fear in the hearts of
northern nationalists ever since.

Loyalist terror has always been “reactive” to the legitimate and demo-
cratic demands of the Irish people. The formation of the UVF in 1912
was a “reaction” to the rise of Irish national consciousness; the pogroms
of the 20s were a reaction to the prospect of national independence and
unity; and the dark days of sectarian terror in the 1970s were, as often as
not, a reaction to a perceived political advance of the nationalist posi-
tion. It is a tactic that has failed and will fail in its aim of driving the
nationalist population into submission.

Condemnations by the British government of “violence” must surely
seem paper thin following Mawhinney’s remarks. How can any nation-
alist have confidence in a ‘security’ minister who views their personal
security as of lesser value than that of others? Mawhinney’s words
should serve to put the British government’s true position on sectarian
violence into clear focus.
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n the unionist camp, Iar'\ Pa_l-‘r

ley’s Democratic Unionist
Party will attempt to claw ba.ck
the votes which it lost to its
rival the Official Unionist _I’arty,
led by James Molyneaux, in the
local elections of 1989. Then the
DUP attributed their elecko_ral
decline to their loss of identity,
after three years of electoral
pacts with the OUP aimed at
“smashing the Hillsborough
diktat”. The electoral pact has
now been abandoned in all
non-marginal constituencies. In
Strangford, John Taylor of the
OUP will be defending his seat
against the flamboyant — and
rabid — DUP Councillor Sam-
my Wilson.

In constituencies where a
split unionist vote would lose
the seat to either Sinn Féin or
the SDLP, unionists have agreed
on a single unionist candidate:
the DUP’s William McCrea in
Mid-Ulster, Ken Maginnis for
the OUP in Fermanagh/South
Tyrone.

The exception is West
Belfast, the Sinn Féin seat,
where it seems that the OUP
leadership has decided, against
the wishes of its local organisa-
tion, to allow the DUP a free
run, with Ian Paisley Junior as a
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candidate. In the past year Pais-
ley junior made his name in the
campaign to secure the ntelease
of four UDR men from prison.

There are those in the loyal-
ist camp who go one fgr!hen In
January a Derry councillor, Ke'n
Kerr of the Ulster Democratic
Party, the political flag of con-
venience for the UDA, suggest-
ed that loyalist voters in the
West Belfast constituency
should cast their vote tactically
in favour of the SDLP candidate
Joe Hendron. This was met
with indignation by Official
Unionists like Fred Cobain who
dismissed Kerr as knowing
nothing about the political situ-
ation in Belfast, and by the
Shankill Road-based group Jus-
tice For All who said that there
was “no acceptable nationalist
candidate in West Belfast”.

Last week the Alliance Party
declared that once again it
would not field a candidate
against Gerry Adams next
April, also in the hope that its
voters will rally behind Joe
Hendron. The unholy alliance
to take the West Belfast seat
from Sinn Féin now extends
from the SDLP to the Alliance
Party and the UDA, a fact
which will not escape the notice

\
of the voters of that constituen,

cy.
n most constituencj
Iever, the contest bn:::,s , hoy.
OUP axe DUP will ks
peting “security Policieg”
and claims of being the b S
defenders of the “Union’. ',“
the OUP spokes; :
rity, the former gebrls(o:\:;:;:;
Maginnis, has been Plugpi
his “selective internmeny Sgllin 8
for quite a while now, thepg)u?.
has recently launcheq
impressive Programme Whi::
ranges from sealing off the bor.
der to curfews of nationans;
areas.

As for the 'Uniop’
debate in the unionist c:,’np‘hi:
the last few years centreq
around the question of deyojy.
tiop versus integration: Some
unionists argued that devoly.
tion made the Six Counties 5
place apart in the ‘United King-
dom’ and more vulnerable to
being cast adrift by Britain
Recent integrationist declara_-
tions by British ministers, in
particular Peter Brooke ang
Douglas Hurd at last October’s
Tory Party Conference, will be
quoted by the OUP leader
James Molyneaux as evidence
that the British government is
finally coming to its senses in
that respect. And rumours that
the Conservatives are consider-
ing the possibility of a post-
election pact with the unionists
in the event of a hung parlia-
ment, will further add to the
OUP’s political weight in the
unionist electorate. Hard days
ahead for Paisley’s team.

The nationalist vote will be
split between the SDLP and
Sinn Féin, as it has been since
1982. Sinn Féin’s share of the
nationalist vote varies between
one third and 40% depending
on the election. A low point
was the 1986 by-elections in the
aftermath of the signing of the
Hillsborough Treaty, designed
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FQLLOWING HIS FAILURE to get the required two
thirds majority for his proposal to “reconstitute” the
Workers’ Party at an extraordinary Ard Fheis in Diin
Laoghaire, Proinsias de Rossa is set to depart from the
party in its present form. This weekend’s Ard
Cl'\omhairle meeting is due to see a complete split
with the likely formation of a new party by six TDs.

De Rossa had publicly stat-
ed that his position would
become untenable if the motion
was defeated. However, after
the vote— 242 in favour and
133 against — was announced,
he said that it was a “bad deci-
sion” but did not not follow up
his threat to step down. He lat-
er told journalists that he would
not make a decision on his
future until the next meeting of
the party’s Ard Chomhairle.

The special conference was
an extremely acrimonious affair
which has dealt a severe body-
blow to the future of the organi-
sation.

In their obvious confidence
of success, supporters of the De
Rossa motion let flow a stream

of admissions regarding the
nature of the organisation.
Many of these wish to move
away from the WP’s history in
an effort to gain respe\:mbglitv
and further parliamentary
seats. They turned on their
heaxls the years of denials and
Lf\dignation at recurring allega-
tions about the party’s activities
and 0 particular its continuing
;‘;l‘:}-lonshlp with the ‘Official

It was a most public wash-
ing of “dirty laundry”, some-
thing previously unknown for
an organisation so rigidly
authoritarian and deeply clan-
destine. Belfast councillor Mary
McMahon admitted: “I was in
the Official IRA. It was to give

birth to the Workers’ Party”
and Joe Sherlock TD attacked
General Secretary Sedn Garland
who he accused of having a
“secret army”’.

The De Rossa motion sought
to stand the party down and
required all members to re-
apply for membership in an
effort to weed out elements
who disagreed with his new
approach. In this respect De
Rossa was being as authoritari-
an as the Stalinist old guard he
opposed. The motion also
sought to repudiate “any ves-
tiges of democratic centralism”
and to “reject the concept of
revolutionary tactics”. This was
in line with De Rossa’s wish to
cast the party in the classi¢
mould of a western European
social democratic party. It lWJS
seen as in line with the direc-
tion recently being taken by
many of the Communist Parties
throughout Europe. It was also
an attempt to once and for all
divorce the party in the public
mind from the bogey man ©
the ‘Official IRA” which has
bedeviled the party’s public
image over the years.

he Workers’ Party has never
Tbeen a revolutionary 0rgan”
isation but it has over the yea®
used revolutionary rhetori for
internal reasons. These have
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in particular to bolster up the
SDLP under severe electoral
pressure from Sinn Féin. But the
context is not as favourable for
John Hume'’s party this time
round.

An indication of that could
be found at the SDLP’s annual
conference, last Autumn: badly
attended, downbeat, lacklustre,
it projected a party demoralised
and lost for a successful policy.
Even more reason why Hume
should try hard to appear to be
still on board some political ini-
tiative, and last week'’s meeting
with John Major was just that
vehicle.

And yet the meeting with
Major, dubbed by the media the
“Major initiative’, left a lot of
unanswered guestions for nation-
alist voters. In particular, what
did Major promise which left the
Reverend McCrea ‘pleased”? Did
John Hume give his consent to an
all-out military offensive on
republicans?

he political background to

the election will be the
debacle of the Brooke Talks, six
years of Hillsborough Agree-
ment with precious little to
show for it, no sign anywhere
of this ‘pragmatic unionist lead-
ership’ which Hume promised
would emerge as a result of the
agreement. Worse again,
Hume’s assertion that the
British were ‘neutral’ in relation
to Ireland, and that it was up to
nationalists to persuade union-
ists to join a united Ireland, not
only was rejected by British
Minister Peter Brooke in an
interview with author Padraig
O'Malley in his book Questions
of Nuance, but flies in the face of
facts, including Hurd’s and
Brooke’s declarations at the last
Tory conference, and the persis-
tent rumour of a possible deal
between the Conservatives and
the unionists after the elections.

The many instances of obvi-
ous collusion between crown

forces and loyalist death
squads, and the fact that while
Dublin officials met with their
British counterparts under the
auspices of the ‘intergovern-
mental conference’, the British
were running agents like Brian
Nelson who were engaged in
murdering innocent Catholics,
has made a mockery of the
promise made by the Irish
establishment, including the
SDLP, in 1985, that the Hillsbor-
ough Agreement would end the
‘nationalist nightmare’.

The SDLP has very little to
offer by way of positive
achievements this time round,
and will probably centre its
campaign on attacks on the
IRA and Sinn Féin. In this, the
SDLP, the British and the
unionists will speak with one
voice. This unison may not do
the SDLP much good with the
nationalist voters who,
regardless of their attitude to
IRA actions, do not believe for
one minute that the IRA is
responsible for the oppression
and injustice meted out to
them, nor that Sinn Féin
should be excluded from
talks.

Nevertheless, the SDLP have
a well-oiled electoral machine
and they have been involved in
fighting elections since the par-
ty’s birth in 1970. On the
ground they are often nothing
more than an electoral machine,
with in-depth knowledge of the
register based on accumulated
experience: a practice which
until recent years Sinn Féin
activists had been reluctant to
adopt. The result is the percep-
tion that the SDLP vote is a dis-
ciplined one, which will come
out no matter what. The truth
lies somewhere in between. But
neither ideological voting nor
electoral expertise will be suffi-
cient to keep the SDLP share of
the nationalist vote at the level
it reached in the post-Hillsbor-
ough euphoria.

[ ] Rumnulsof James Molyneaux’s (left) pact with John Major could mean hard days

ahead for Paisley
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been to justify the existence of
their fundraising and disci-
plinary paramilitary wing and
to cloud their lack of radical
political leadership to the wor{(-
ing class in the 26-Counties. It is
also used to cloud their blatant
capitulation to imperialist
aggression in the North.

The WP has in fact been an
extremely reactionary organisa-
tion. It spearheaded the revi-
sionist offensive against the
ideal of national liberation over
the past number of years. It !\as

©® DeROSSA
physical expression of its reac-
tionary nature has been the bru-
tal activities of its members in
the North. It has been the most
oppressed section of Irish soci-
ety — working class northern
nationalists — who have borne
the brunt of of this reactionary
violence.

The reactionary develop-
ment of the WP reached a high
point last week when De Rossa,
a former internee in the 1950s,
gave implicit support for the
introduction of internment
ithout trial, North and South.

been to the forefront in

an anti-nationalist consensus
amongst a segment of the
southern establishment and has
done this through using the
most devious of tactics. The

That such measures would be
countenanced by them makes a
mockery of WP claims to a ‘lib-
eral agenda’.

The ‘old guard’ faction led

by former General Secretary
Seédn Garland receives much of
its support from the Six Coun-
ties and areas such as Cork and
Waterford. Hand in glove with
the ‘OIRA’ and steeped in the
methodology of Stalinism, they
circulated a document to dele-
gates calling on them to reject
the De Rossa proposal. They
said this proposal sought to
“liquidate” the party and that
its proposers were trying to jus-
tify a move to a social demo-
cratic parliamentary party
and/or defect or merge with
the Labour Party. Another
objective was ““To break with
the party in Northern Ireland
which they see as an albatross
around their electoral necks.”
Pat Rabbitte, it was alleged,
had invited a full-time party
employee, Noel McFarlane, to
the D4il bar for a discussion in
April of last year where Rab-
bitte told him that he intended
to defect to Labour and asked
McFarlane to join him. Accord-
ing to Rabbitte’s version of
events, given to journalists at
the weekend, McFarlane asked
him to stand as party leader
after seeking a meeting with
him in a Dublin pub and had
told him that he was acting as
an emissary for a group of peo-
ple from Belfast from where he
had just returned. If he, Rab-

bitte, was to agree to the pro-
posal he was told that “money
will flow from Belfast”.

In a veiled attempt to justify
the continuing acts of thuggery
and intimidation by the Stickies
in the North, the Garland/
Lowry document claimed: “Yes
there have been incidents
where people defended the par-
ty and themselves against the
thugs of the Provisional
IRA/IPLO”. They added that
WP members had an “unquali-
fied right to defend their party,
their homes and their lives. We
will never accept the word of
the Provisionals/IPLO, their
supporters or their fellow trav-
ellers against that of our com-
rades in Northern Ireland....”

In what was seen as another
justification for the WP
armed wing’s finance raising
activities, Gerry McCann, a del-
egate from the Markets area of
Belfast, asked “Does anyone
here really believe that the
Workers’ Party is self-suffi-
cient?”. Then, looking directly
at TD Eamon Gilmore, he
asked: “Where do you think the
money came from?”

He asked people to consider
where the party had got the
money for the cars, offices and
back-up which had been neces-
sary to get people elected to

Leinster House. The ‘holier
than thou attitude adopted by
the pro-De Rossa wing is com-
pletely unbelievable. It is
impossible that they were not
aware of the activities of the
OIRA over the years and it was
through the WP’s interpretation
of ‘democratic centralism’ that
many of them achieved senior
positions in the organisation.
Garland, as party treasurer,
also dismissed the widely held
belief that WP TDs contributed
significant amount of their
Leinster House salaries to the
party. He revealed that:
“Deputies Byrne and Rabbitte
made a commitment to con-
tribute a monthly sum of £75
each to the centre, that is £17.30
per week less than the atten-
dance allowance for one day...”

It seems the wounds opened
at the special ard fheis have
signalled the final disintegra-
tion of the WP. Several leading
members of the De Rossa wing
have already made statements
indicating that they would not
stay in the party if the De Rossa
motion was defeated. They
haven’t got many options open
to them and it is likely that De
Rossa, McCartan, Gilmore,
Byrne, Sherlock and Rabbitte
will leave to form their own

party.

There is a doubt hanging
over the future of Tomds Mac-
Giolla who is a close associate
of old guard members Gould-
ing and Garland and has sig-
nalled his opposition to the
formation of any new party. A
decision will be made following
the Ard Chomhairle meeting of
Saturday, February 22nd. If they
do decide to form a new p.
there is a possibility that they
may eventually be joined by a
leading defector from the
Labour Party— Emmet Stagg.
He resigned the party whip fol-
lowing a parliamentary party
meeting on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19th, when he failed to
receive assurances that Labour
would not enter future coali-
tions with Fianna Fiil or Fine
Gael.

The current bursting of
seams in the WP is the
inevitable conclusion of the
counter-revolutionary road
down which those such as
Cathal Goulding led a former
section of the Republican
Movement in the late 1960s and
early ‘70s. As has been repeated
throughout modern Irish histo-
ry, the road to betrayal, compro-
mise, political confusion and
the abandonment of principles
began with a withdrawal from
the struggle for national free-
dom.
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IN THIS ARTICLE an Edinburgh nationalist e_xplalfns
recent developments in Scotland wheré demanc'ls to:
autonomy from the British gov?rm?lent at We«;‘t!’mnst :e
are growing. Major change is likely, shaking

constitutional structure of the U‘nited _Kingc.lomi‘ w;t‘l;
obvious implications for the British union with the )

ounties.

WITH SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE or a devolved Scot-
tish assembly, currently the preferred option for over 80%

general election.

n this article I hope to explain to

Irish people how we have arrived
at this situation and outline how
Scotland’s relationship with Eng-
land has differed from the blatant
oppression meted out to the Irish
people.

Westminster, undoubtedly, has
not treated Scotland as an equal par-
ty in the union. But in order to
understand why this was merely
accepted we must go back and look
at the whole picture from the Act of
Union in 1707.

King William 11, still concerned
about a possible Jacobite comeback
in Scotland and the separation of the
Scottish and English thrones which
had been joined together earlier,
saw union of the two countries as
the answer. If the Scots agreed to
union they could share in the new
colonial prosperity; if not they
would be excluded. The new com-
mercial class was mainly for it, but
the ordinary people were very much
against the idea.

of the Scottish electorate, it is clear that major constitution-
will happen whatever the‘outcome of the next

The Act of Union was passed in
1707 through a Scots parliament vot-
ing itself out of existence largely as a
result of Scots lords accepting
English patronage and joining the
Westminster payroll.

Scotland, as a nation, continued
to exist with structures such as the
Presbyterian church, law and educa-
tion retaining their Scottish charac-
ter. But as a state, a self-governing
entity, older than a united England
or France, she ceased to be. Risings
in 1708, 1715, 1719 and the famous
one in 1745 involving ‘Bonnie’
Prince Charlie and eventual defeat
at Culloden, subdued the Scots for
some years to come,

The Highland chiefs were
allowed to bring themselves back
into government favour by raising
clan or district regiments to serve in
the vastly expanding British army,

Strange indeed that so soon after
they had been so fiercely fighting
the British army, these same Clans-
men with their chiefs as officers,

became the pride of the same British
arm

Tyhe Highland clearances came
about as a result of Napoleon’s
blockade of Britain, when England
grew short of food and imported
wool to make uniforms for her
armies. It was realised that sheep,
which produced both food and
wool, would flourish on the High-
land hills. Since cattle and sheep
were not compatible, one spoiling
the pasture for the other, landown-
ers evicted the natives from their
homes, turning their estates into
great sheep runs making huge prof-
its. ‘

This permanent emptying of a
vast area of the country, forcing
many Scots into exile, must rank as
one of the most shameful episodes
in Scottish history.

Why then did such a proud
people allow themselves to be
treated in this manner? Part of the
answer lies in the fact that many
Highland men were lost in the
European wars. The clans had lost
their leaders, their structures and
much of the pride in their identity
with, for example, the wearing of
tartan being outlawed by the
Westminster government,

Great fortunes were made by
some Scots through trading as part
of the British empire and it would
be fair to say that Scotland did quite
well out of Britain’s exploitation of
other nations,

By Queen Victoria’s reign the
process of eliminating all aspects of
Scottish cultural life, such as the
Gaelic language, was well under-
way and the process of creating
‘North Britain’ had begun.

The 19205 and 19305 saw a series

° (’;c‘l’!iﬂg ready for independence — Edinburgh’s Royal
High School being prepared for a Scottish Parliament

on
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of concessions offered by Westmin-
ster to Scotland, each seemed to
grant a measure of devolution, but
in reality made the union embrace
all the tighter. In 1926 the full status
of a Secretary of State was granted
to the Scottish Secretary. This, cou-
pled with the transfer of depart-
ments of government such as
agriculture and fisheries from Lon-
don to Edinburgh, could be likened
in many respects to similarly limited
autonomy as exercised by Dublin
Castle before 1922,

he Scottish National Party was

formed in 1934 following an
amalgamation of the National Party
of Scotland and the Scottish Party,
but was unable to make much of an
impact until the 1960s when they
had their first MP elected, sensation-
ally overturning a 16,000 Labour
majority at Hamilton. Nationalist
fortunes shot up with eleven MPs
elected to Westminster in 1974 and
support peaked at 36% of the elec-
torate during 1977,

Labour, terrified by the rise of
Scottish nationalism, had converted
from their unionist position in the
second election of 1974, so that by
1979 a referendum was to be held on
the question of the establishment of
a Scottish assembly, Although the
assembly lacked teeth, such as tax
raising powers, it was sabotaged
through an attachment requiring
that 40% of the whole electorate
would have to vote ‘yes’ for its
introduction to become a reality,
The 40% amendment came from an
expatriate Scottish Labour MP, rep-
resenting a London constituency,
and was a democratic outrage. In
reality it translated into a two thirds

rule because all uncast votes count-
ed as a 'no’ vote.

It is interesting to note that many
Scottish members of Neil Kinnock’s
current shadow cabinet such as John
Smith, Robin Cook and Brian Wil.
son played prominent roles in the
anti-devolution campaign despite
the fact that they were, in essence,
campaigning against their own par-
ty policy.

The Labour MP for West Lothi-
an, Tam Dalyell, continually asked
the question about Scottish repre-
sentation at Westminster should an
assembly come about. In other
words, would Scottish MPs still be
able to concern themselves with par-
liamentary business south of the
border since English MPs would
play no part in a Scottish assembly?
The West Lothian question, as it has
become known, still haunts the cur-
rent campaigners for a “90s style
Scottish assembly and to my mind
has not been satisfactorily answered.

The results of the 1979 referen-
dum were a disappointing 51.6% in
favour and 48.2% against. Devolu-
tion was dead and the advent of the
Thatcherite government meant that
it stayed that way until the late
1980s.

The ravages of the Thatcher gov-
emment’s policies towards Scot-
land throughout the 1980s led to a
reduction in Tory"support north of
the border in the general election of
1983 and to their humiliation at the
1987 election when they retained
only ten seats out of a possible 72 in
Scotland.

However, it was Labour and not
the SNP that benefitted immediately
from Scotland’s rejection of

Thatcherite loony right-wing poli~

cies. They gained 50 seats in parlia-
ment at the last election. These
Labour MPs have since been
dubbed the feeble 50 due to their
impotence in resisting Thatcherite
policies being forced on an unwill-
ing Scottish electorate.

The Scottish Labour Party also
has the problem of its comrades
south of the border moving increas-
ingly towards the right in a desper-
ate attempt to woo the voters of the
south-east of England who had
prospered under Thatcher’s govem-
ment.

This made non-payment of the
hated Poll Tax a non-starter for the
Scottish Labour Party leadership,
although this policy of civil disobe-
dience would have been hugely
Popular in Scotland at the time.

Shortly after this decision the
nationalists overturned a 19,000
Labour majority at the Glasgow
Govan by-election. Most people saw
this result as an endorsement of the
non-payment campaign which the
SNP had now committed them-
selves to. In the aftermath of the
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arlimlate o der, was per-
ceived to hzv:','fﬁ,e debate con-
Vincingly.

The second foctor in nationalist
Upsurge was the t that
Rav ig, Scotjand's giant steel
Plant, was to Close, The ‘Craig’ was
Seen as an industral symbol of Scot-
laﬂd whose irnportémf far out-
weighed its valye in material or job
terms. Indeed George Younger, 2
Previous Tory Segetary of State for
Scotland, had puiidy put his job on
the line to ensure its survival once
before. Scottish Labour MPs once
more could only stnd back power-
- less as Ravenscraig's closure was
\ announced. The NP on the other

hand promised that it would be
. renationalised under an indepen-
- dent Scottish government and
. would remain open

A third factor was the conver-
sion of the Scottish edition of that
Tory rag The Sun from supporting
rabid right wing Tory policies in
Scotland to urging its readers to
“‘Rise and be a nation again”! Will
The Sun’s Irish edition follow suit, I
ask myself.

he situation in Scotland just now
is an exciting one. We face only
two real choices since the status quo
is no longer an option. The first of
these is devolution whereby a Scot-

_.tish parliament with limited fiscal. §

powers would be set up, though it
would still recognise the ultimate
power of Westmirster whose parlia-
ment would still decide our policies
on vital issues, 5uchas defence,
Independence in Europe, on the
other hand, 25 2dvocated by the
SNP, involves an explicit rejection of
the authority Of the Westminster
governmEDI and no fudging on
issues, such as the scraping of all
nuclear weapons on Scottish s,
The feeling in Scotland right now
is that a rising !ide of support for
independence 1s gaining momen-
tum. 300 years ©f English domina-
tion as well a8 the conyention s
half-hearted d€volution scheme
could be SW.ef’t aWay when the self-
determination dam finally bursts

this year.
¥ Seotland does yore 1o
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independence ™S year, leading to
a dis-United KiNgdom, e g -

alising effect this could have in
Westminster Clicleg might well
hasten progré ds towards British
withdrawal 8048 Unjgeq 101
and peace-

BODY SHOP IS USER-FRIENDLY BUT NOT UNION-FRIENDLY

FURRY ANIMALS

COME FIRST

THE liODY SH.Ol‘ has captured a large section of the
lucrative cosmetics and toiletries market through a careful

marketing package. This emphasises

an environmcmally

conscious and caring approach. None of their products
can cause ozone depletion, none are tested on animals and

all use natural ingredients wherever
employee is allowed half a d

possible. Every

ay’s paid time off a month for

voluntary work. However, an environmentally caring
approach does not extend to the workforce. It seems that
profits and market share are the only determinants behind

the Body Shops strategies.

Pickets have been in place out-
side the Grafton Street branch
of the Body Shop since the begin-
ning of February. The official SIP-
TU  strike began when
management of the Dublin outlets,
a company called Aylwyn Invest-
ments laid off nine part-time
workers, citing a downturn in
business. The staff on strike,
including workers who were not
made redundant, claim that man-
agement had sacked them because
of their SIPTU membership. They
claim that management had
refused to recognise their right to
be in a trade union and had brand-
ed the workers as trouble makers.

Nine workers were made
redundant, six in Grafton Street
and three in Henry Street. The
workers went to the Labour Court
on January 31st and February 8th.
No figures were produced to sub-
stantiate the claim of an alleged
“down-turn in business”.

At the January 31st Labour
Court meeting, the management
walked out when asked to pro-
duce figures proving that there
was a downturn in business. On

ruary 8th they produced per-

tage figures. The shop in "~

Grafton Street was the number
three retail outlet in the Body
Shops overseas locations. In 1991 it
was the number one overseas
retail outlet. Aylwyn Investments
would make no comment on the
strike to AP/RN.

The day the strike started the
Body Shop organised a promotion
offering free hot cider. Workers
not on strike were sent out on the
street to canvass customers. The
Body Shop has now brought
around ten workers from their
outlets in the Six Counties to work
in Dublin. Paying for the lodgings
and expenses of these workers
does not seem to be affected by the
“downturn in sales”, Three of the
original workers are still working
in the Grafton Street branch.

he Body Shop was the retail-
ing success of the 1980s. They
have 700 retail outlets spread over
40 countries. Interim profits
increased £2.46 million in the first

six months of 1991 — £500,000 of
that profit came from the outlets in
the 26 Counties. It seems that the
Body Shop is trading on its envi-
ronmental image to capture mar-
ket shares and there the caring
stops.

In 1988 the Body Shop’s
founder and managing director
Anita Roddick addressed the Irish
Management Institute’s annual
conference. Roddick told delegates
that the key to her success was a
combination of a “‘holistic’’
approach to business and a “lov-
ing relationship with her staff”.
Trade unions were, she told the
delegates, “unnecessary”’, they are
only needed ““where the manage-
ment are real shits”.

That same week in 1988, staff
at the Dublin branches
approached IDATU for member-
ship. The issue that prompted staff
to seek trade union membership
was the unfair dismissal of two
sales assistants. Each was awarded
£600 after the Labour Court ruled
they had been unfairly treated.

The Body Shop will, it seems,
exploit every conceivable opportu-
nity to present themselves as polit-

“ically and environmentally

conscious. In June 1991, the Body
Shop sponsored a series of events
promoting Amnesty International.
The Body Shop prod:iced bags, T-

shirts and leaflets advocating
Amnesty’s cause. Amnesty mem-
bers were allowed inside the
Dublin stores to collect signatures.
In the Grafton Street Body Shop an
exhibition and a ‘writeathon” were
held.

Amnesty is an international
human rights organisation, which
highlights human rights abuses all
over the world. The United
Nations Universal Declaration on
Human Rights is a pivotal docu-
ment in Amnesty’s work. Article
23 endorses the right to belong to a
trade union, a right which the
Body Shop’s Dublin management
ignores.

Voluntary work and fashion-
able political associations are
an essential part of the Body
Shop’s world-wide marketing
strategy. Roddick’s holistic
approach has also been articulated
by Peter McDonald who began the
Irish Body Shop franchise. His
company Aylwyn Investments run
seven shops in all, three in the 26
Counties and four in the Six Coun-
ties.

In a press interview three years
ago McDonald claimed that “staff
working in a dynamic caring
organisation with a definite phi-
losophy of protecting the environ-

ment, like the Body Shop, have _

benefitted and become identified
with the company’’. McDonald
claimed that there was little
turnover in staff at Body shops.
Staff were encouraged to become
involved in socially aware pro-
jects.

Neither Body Shop head office
or Peter McDonald would make a
statement to AP/RN on the strike.
The British office did say they
were aware of a strike at the
Dublin branch but were not pre-
pared to comment. They believed

Rl

they were “at the leading r ige of
employee-management ' clation-
ships and continue to enjoy a hap-
py employee relationship”.

The Body Shop talk of “caring
environments” and “loving rela-
tionships”, yet this has not been
represented in the wage packets of
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the Body Shop staff. Body Shop’s
environmental image guarantees
profits for the shareholders and
franchise owners. It is clear that
Body Shop marketing strategy is
just that — a strategy aimed at
profits. The political and environ-
mental agenda is essentially a
sham.

he right to join a trade union is

a fundamental right. In Dublin
in 1992 workers are being dis-
missed for attempting to join a
trade union. The Body Shop strike
is not the only example.

Welden Costello, a former
waiter at the Montclare Hotel, has
taken a case against the Montclare
for unfair dismissal. Costello
claims he was dismissed from his
post for trade union activities. His
case was heard in the Labour
Court on Monday and he awaits
its recommendations. Costello’s
case is representative of many
individual workers in Dublin’s
service industry who, like the
Body Shop workers, have paid a
high price for asserting a funda-
mental right.
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CRUMLIN ROAD
CONDITIONS
DETERIORATE

RELATIVES of republican remand prisoners have outlined the
appalling conditions in which their husbands and sons are being
held in Crumlin Road Jail. They have also urged for the immedi-
ate publication of the report on the jail by British Lord Colville.
Speaking at a press conference on Friday, February 14th, Sinn
Fein spokesperson on prison issues, Francie Molloy, said that con-
ditions at the jail were posing a serious threat to the health and
safety of prisoners.

escribing prevailing conditions
and the harsh prison regime as
“the direct result of the failed policy of

forced integration”, councillor Molloy
said that prisoners were being forced
to live in conditions “where even their

basic needs are being denied”. He
continued:

“Prisoners must wait two or three
days before being allowed to wash or
slop out. They are locked in their cells
for up to 23 hours a day. The cells in
which prisoners are forced to live,
sleep and eat are unhygienic due to the
often overflowing chamber pots, the
lack of proper cleaning (sometimes
prisoners have had to wait weeks on
end before their cells are cleaned out)
and the infestation of cockroaches and
other insects. There is a serious risk of
infectious disease.”

The lives of prisoners who have
chronic medical conditions such as
asthma and diabetes are being deliber-
ately put at risk by the systematic
neglect of prison officers, medical offi-
cers and prison doctors, Molloy told
the conference. Outlining a recent
example, Molloy said that on Friday
January 24th, at 9pm, a Belfast republi-
can prisoner, Kevin Cosgrove, had col-
lapsed in his cell with a serious asthma
attack:

® FRANCIE MOLLOY
“The cell lights were off and the
alarm bell in his cell, like all of the oth-
er cells over the last few months, had
been switched off. The only way of
alerting prison staff was for the sick
man’s cell mate to shout and bang the
door. After banging and shouting for
quite a while, the prisoner was forced
to break the glass in the peephole in
order to be heard.”

When prison officers finally came
to the cell, they called for a medical

officer who brought Kevin his inhaler,
Kevin has since been put in a cell on
his own so now if he collapses he will
have no one to raise the alarm.

Describing Kevin Cosgrove’s expe-
rience as “not an isolated incident of
neglect”, Molloy said that there had
been other cases where prisoners have
been refused medication, such as the
refusal of insulin to diabetics.

5 well as the lack of medical treat-
A,“,.nt and poor living conditions,
prisoners also face the continuing
threat of collusion between loyalist
prisoners and prison wardens, often
resulting in brutal sectarian attacks.
Molloy outlined a recent case in which
Belfast prisoner Peter Montgomery
was severely beaten by two loyalist
prisoners and a prison warden. He
said that on Wednesday January 8th, at
3pm, Peter Montgomery had been on
his way out to a visit. He continued:

“The prison officer opened the gate
for him to go through even though
there were two loyalists on the other
side of the gate waiting. As Peter came
through the gate the loyalists attacked
him. During the attack Peter had his
nose ripped open by one of the loyal-
ists. At one stage a prison warden
joined in the attack, grabbing one of
Peter’s arms and slamming it against
the wall. While doing this the warden
was heard by all the wing to call Peter
a ‘Fenian bastard.”

Describing the NIO as directly
responsible for the prison policy which
has created these problems, Molloy
called upon Lord Colville to make his
report public. He said it was to be
hoped that the report would suggest
that “the current policy in Crumlin
Road Jail must change, forced integra-
tion must end, and all remand prison-
ers must have the right to live in safety
and in accommodation which is
humane”.

OBITUARY OF

® Niountjoy Gaol ',. I

Prisoners

punished for

signing petition

A 19-YEAR-OLD woman prisoner has been sent to Limerick

prisoners in Mountjoy Jail.
Prison officers imposed a new lock
up time half-an-hour earlier than
previously. The loss of this associa-
tion time in a prison where condi-
tions and facilities are widely
recognised to be inadequate was an
unacceptable imposition on the pris-
oners. Sheila Maguire from Dublin
organised a petition which all the
prisoners signed. Those who signed
the petition have been punished with
lost remission while Sheila Maguire
was moved to Limerick and put into

an isolation cell. This d

Prison as punishment for her part in a prison protest. The dis-
pute centred on the imposition of an early lock-up on women

again gives the lie to the claims made
by the Department of Justice last year
when the women'’s section was re-
opened and a number of women
were moved to Limerick from Moun-
tjoy (including Dublin republi
prisoner Pamela Kane). The Depart-
ment claimed that the women's sec-
tion was reopened for women from
that region; it is clear that it is actual-
ly being used as a punishment block,
and in the case of Pamela Kane, as an
isolation unit for a republican prison-
er.

BARNEY MURPHY

THE REPUBLICAN COMMUNITY was saddened to learn of the
death of 77-year-old Barney Murphy from Newbridge, County
Derry. A veteran republican who kept his principles throughout
his life, Barney Murphy was a popular figure in the district
where he lived. This fact was borne out when he stood in
Magherafelt as an independent in the local elections during the
1981 hunger strike and topped the poll.
Bom in 1914 and growing up during
one of the most turbulent times in
the history of Ireland’s struggle for
freedom and independence, Barney

Murphy was to throw his full support
behind the republican cause. In the
‘50s Barney was one of many Irish
nationalists to be interned. B

A noted Gaelic footballer, Barney
won all honours possible with the Sean
O’Leary club and represented his
county with distinction. A fluent Irish
speaker, he also organised classes in
the local hall, sharing his love of the
Irish language and culture with
younger generations.

There was a large attendance at his
funeral mass which was fittingly held
in the Newbridge GAA club, the local
chapel being currently under repair.
The Tricolour-draped coffin was car-
ried by family members, old comrades
of Barney’s from the fifties, republican
activists, neighbours and local mem-
bers of the GAA. Burial took place
afterwards in the local Newbridge
cemetery. To his brother, sister,
nephews, nieces and family circle, the
Republican Movement extends their
deey mpathy.

DEATH OF
GERRY BEACOM

THE FUNERAL took place on Wednesday, February 5th, of

-year-old Gerry Beacom of Swanlinbar, County Cavan. Ger-
ry was secretary of the local Pat McManus Sinn Féin Cumann
and his untimely death came as a great shock to his many

friends in the Republican Movement and throughout the
West Cavan community.

Aformer shop steward in the

J Following Requiem Mass his Tri-
nearby plastics factory in Bally-

connell, Gerry took a keen interest in
the affairs of his district and his
county. A former player with the
local GAA senior team, he was a
very popular and able ber of

colour-draped coffin, bearing also
the colours of his local GAA club,
was borne the considerable distance
to the local cemetery. Wreaths were
laid on behalf of various branches of

Sinn Féin.

the Republican Movement and fol-
lowing the graveside prayers, local

republican Peter Albert McGovern
spoke eloquently of his friend.

An oration was given by Cavan/
Monaghan Sinn Féin Constituency
Organiser Caoimhghin O Caoldin, who
stated that decency was the hallmark
of Gerry Beacom throughout his short
adult life.

O Caoldin went on to speak of Ger-
ry’s understanding of the ongoing
nationalist nightmare and how he was
always an implacable foe of injustice
wherever it reared its ugly head.

His contribution locally to the
development of Sinn Féin as a political
force in the constituency will be sadly
missed by all his party colleagues and
friends of the republican cause.

I measc laochra na nGael go raibh a
anam dilis.

The sympathy of the Republican
Movement is extended to Gerry’s sis-
ter Mary, her husband and family and
to all Gerry’s relatives and friends.
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AMENDING A

PEOPLE

W BY DANNY
MORRISON

DELETE OR AMEND Articles Two and Three of the
Constitution, say the Free State revisionists echoing
the demands of unionists, and the bottom falls out of
the IRA’s argument. It's so simple you would think
that they would've come up with the idea earlier.

rticle Two of the 1937 (Eire)

Constitution states that
“the national territory consists
of the whole island of Ireland,
its islands and the territorial
seas”. Article Three carries the
proviso that “pending the re-
integration of the national terri-
tory” the laws enacted of
parliament (Dublin) would
apply only to the 26 Counties.

To change these articles a

<crow.” Fresh from this triumph,
unionists would aspire to
greater triumphalism.

It has only been within the
last few years, probably due to
the loyalist campaign, that I actu-
ally took note of these articles
about which I had only vaguely
read and heard. And I have to be
totally honest. Up until quite
recently I didn't feel particularly
comfor»table or enthusiastic about

referendum is d. Should
they lose the referendum do
you think the revisionists will
work to implement the ‘consti-
tutional imperative’ of re-unit-
ing Ireland? Don't you know
they will — as hard as ever.

If the territorial claim was
deleted would the unionists
feel more secure? Sure they
would. More secure to screw
nationalists into the ground.
“See! Your own people don’t
even want you, they would

campaig : g for their retention
In a constitution which really
means so little to me.

Last week, Dick Spring was
quoted on BBC radio as stating
that “day in and day out” the
IRA uses Articles Two and
Three to justify its activities.

I decided to conduct a Dan-
ny Morri opinion poll to test
the validity of this alleged link
b the Irish Constituti
and the psyche of an IRA Vol-
unteer.

There are 48 republicans in
this Block, H-4. I polled 20 men
who are serving sentences of
between seven years and life
for a wide variety of IRA activi-
ty between 1976-"90. Those
polled came from Antrim,
Armagh, Belfast, Derry, Tyrone
and Monaghan and were divid-
ed into two age groups: 20-30
and 30-40 years old. They were
aware of what Articles Two and
Three stood for. I asked them
three questions.

“Before joining the IRA had
you heard of Articles Two and
Three?” Nineteen said no.
“When you were joining or had
joined did the IRA at any stage
mention or explain Articles
Two and Three to you?” Again
19 said no. “Have you ever per-
ceived your actions or the IRA’s
actions as being designed to
implement Articles Two and
Three?” Again 19 said no. To be
more precise, one man (20-30
age group) claimed that he
knew what they were before he
became involved, then had
them explained to him by an
IRA recruiting officer, but
didn’t believe he was fighting
for them. A separate man (20-30
age group) said he hadn’t heard
of them until the campaign to
have them deleted brought
them to public prominence and
that he now felt he was “most
certainly” fighting for their
implementation.

Ialso checked the Constitution
of Oglaigh na hEireann (for
the IRA’s aims and objects),
which is reproduced in the
appendix of Martin Dillon’s
book The Dirty War. Nowhere

does the IRA mention its cause
being bolstered by, or its cause
relying on, the 1937 Eire Consti-
tution or the Republic of Ire-
Jand Act 1949.

I believe that the contempo-
rary republican concept of legiti-
macy for the armed struggle
owes more to the oppressive con-
ditions that people find them-
selves in, and their conviction in
the efficacy of armed struggle,
rather than to any legalistic claim
that the IRA Army Council is the
government of Ireland. Or that
the expression of nationhood to
which people in the 26 Counties
subscribe gives the IRA its justifi-
cation.

For several reasons I didn’t
ask the men for their position
on the articles being deleted or
amended. This is because the
debate and the arguments are
still taking shape and some-
thing more considered than the
characteristic republican dis-
missal of things constitutional
may be required. Besides, if a
majority had said, Yes, they
object, such an admission
would tend to give propaganda
to the revisionists — that is,
that the IRA needed the territo-
rial claim in order to advance
its own legitimacy. If a majority
said, No, stuff their articles, this
could be interpreted as disin-
genuousness and could also act
to discourage other republicans
from becoming involved in the
campaign for their retention.
1t’s like heads, they win: tails,
we lose.

I believe the real issue is
about the Irish people in the 26
Counties and their identity. The
debate is about their values, not

yours or mine as republicans,
though our fate may be
wrapped up in their decision.
As I have demonstrated above,
the campaigners for the dele-
tion of Articles Two and Three -
are being dishonest when they
say to the people of the 26
Counties that the IRA claims it
is killing in their name and that
dropping the territorial claim
will help reconciliation in the
North or between the North
and the 26 Counties.

These revisionists should
cut the drivel and say what
they really think. That they
wish the North would wake up
and find itself parked off the
coast of Africa. That they don’t
want, and do not wish to finan-
cially contribute towards, a
united, independent Ireland.
That they are afraid of the
unionists and perhaps also the
nationalists. That their country

-consists of 26 Counties and that

the nation stops at Dundalk.

say: let them have a referen-

dum! The question, of course,
will be loaded. You can be sure
that the electorate would not be
trusted with a question like,
“Do you agree to consign the
nationalist people to their
fate?”” No mention will be made
of Britain’s territorial claim to
the North contained in Section
75 of the Government of Ireland
Act 1920 in case the electorate
thinks, Hey, wait a minute. It
will not be pointed out to vot-
ers that the unionists had no
objection to the national territo-
ry being all 32 Counties in those
days when they and their allies
politically controlled the whole

But still, let there be a load- _
ed referendum. Of course, the
elected representatives of the

PP d will not be allowed
to air their views. But sure,
what's another injustice.

If the revisionists got a
majority then republicans
!hmugtl{out Ireland would feel
bitter, and disappointed and
sad at the tragedy it
represented, especially the snub
to the patriotic dead of succes-
sive generations.

Republicans are fighting and
dying and making sacrifices for
the objectives of freedom, peace
and justice. It is no accident that
it is only a sovereign democratic
Ireland that can guarantee the
entire people those rights, though
the unionists fiercely resist re-
unification. Some of their objec-
tions are legitimate — for
example, the Catholic ethos of
the 26-County state, the fear of
being swallowed up or impover-
ished or repressed. The Catholic
ethos frightens me and I'm a
Catholic.

But the unionist assertion of
the right to partition Ireland is
made exclusively in their inter-
ests and has been at a high, unac-
ceptable cost to nationalists for
which Britain as guarantor bears
the most responsibility. Daily we
pay a heavy price for the union
with Britain.

Deleting Articles Two and
Three is to signal the abandon- ¢
ment of nationalists to this union,
a fate which they will not accept
and have never accepted.

Not now, not ever.

Never.

A shadow over
boxing and
Sport B BY BREANDAN Mac RUAIRI

A STRANGE MIXTURE on the sporting front this

week.

conviction of former

World Heavyweight Boxing
Champion Mike Tyson on a
charge of rape leaves a shadow
over boxing and sport generally.
That such an impressive talent
could end up in such serious
trouble is quite stunning, Of
course there should be no cloud-
ing of the issue, rape is a vicious
and inexcusable crime, Tyson has
been found guilty and must pay
the penalty.

Having made that point, the
saga of Tyson’s life is a dramat-
ic one that is not irrelevant to
the case. His is a lifestory which
the most eminent of Hollywood
script-writers would have diffi-
culty concocting. Fighting his
way out of a New York ghetto
Tyson became the youngest
heavyweight champion ever,
the most exciting boxer to
emerge for decades and a mil-
lionaire over-night. When his
longtime coach and personal
mentor Cus D’Amato died, the
young boxer became easy prey
for the hangers-on and fast-
buck merchants. Going down-
hill fast the lowest point yet

came last Tuesday in an Indiara
courtroom. An ill-advised and
out of control fighter has
harmed a young woman irrevo-
cably and destroyed his own
future.

It seems there are many, par-
ticularly in the US, who are
unconvinced of Tyson’s guilt;
the question is frequently posed
that if he were articulate, edu-
cated and white, would things
have been different? Perhaps.
Even taking into account his
remarkable background, “Iron
Mike” is still responsible for his
own actions, while those of us
who marvelled at his boxing
prowess feel disgusted and let
down.

Another sportsperson in
trouble this week is celebrated
German world sprint champion
Katrin Krabbe who was sus-
pended for four years at the
weekend from taking part in
competition because she failed
to comply satisfactorily with a
dope-test.

There is more to the case
than is immediately evident
and doubtless we will hear

more in the coming weeks.
Apart from the fact that the evi-
dence against her is highly
questionable, the controversy
must be viewed in the context
of increasing tension in German
athletic circles. East Germany
was one of the powers in world
sport. However, since the union
of the two German states many
of the prominent athletes from
the old Eastern regime are
deeply unhappy with the new
German athletic authorities.
Many of them who would have
been committed to the sporting
methods of the Honecker
administration now feel down-
graded and discriminated
against. Krabbe’s experience
will lend to this conviction.

Meanwhile, many of her
rivals around the world whom
she defeated are gleeful at her
misfortune, they continue to
question the legality of previ-
ous East German athletic
expioits. I hope their glee is ill-
founded and that in time
Krabbe and her other two col-
leagues will be vindicated. The
East German political system
may have been flawed but the
achievements of the East Ger-
mans in climbing to the pinna-
cle of world sport was quite
outstanding and deserve credit
and respect. Begrudgery should
be sidelined!

o to Saturday afternoon and

the Irish rugby team'’s latest
encounter, this time with the
Scots. In this column a few
weeks ago I expressed opti-
mism for the future of the Irish
side. After the latest escapade
that sentiment is fast diminish-
ing. Again Ireland lost a match

©® Tyson—responsible for his own actions

they might well have won, and
the half-backs must carry much
of the blame for this devastat-
ing defeat. I say devastating
primarily in reference to the
lack of leadership and confi-
dence and general ineptitude
which permeated the perfor-
mance.

Istill argue that Ireland has
an excellent attacking three-
quarter line, if only someone
would give them a decent sup-
ply of the ball. On Saturday
they got two opportunities to
run at the Scots, on one occa-
sion Wallace went over for a
brilliant try, on the other the
ball was moved the length of

the field only to be held up
short of the try-line when des-
perate defenders conceded a

penalty which Keyes converted.

Until the selectors find players
of sufficient ability to remedy
this major shortcoming the
team will be running into obliv-
ion.

The country’s top hurlers got
back to inter-county action
on Sunday afternoon with the
resumption of the National
Hurling League. While the
competition is never a reliable
indicator of All-Ireland
prospects, some counties will
be pleased with their results, as

something of a trend is emerg-
ing after three series of games.
Comfortable wins for Cork and
Tipp could have been expected,
while the continuing success of
Galway and Limerick is further
proof that both counties are on
the way to building young,
strong and effective teams.
Down, too, will take great heart
from their first victory in the
top flight after a rousing battle
with Laois at Ballycran. Anoth-
er competitive and exciting
summer surely lies ahead.

Iso on Sunday horse-racing

commanded attention with
the first outing of the year for
Cheltenham Gold Cup
favourite Carvill’s Hill at Leop-
ardstown. I confess to having
little interest in the sport unless
of course I find myself on the
receiving end of a “red-hot” tip
or national pride comes into
play. The possibility of an heir
to Arkle or Dawn Run always
excites the imagination.

Carvill’s Hill won again and

now seems unstoppable in his
pursuit of another Irish Gold
Cup success, although it now
seems that the horse’s nationali-
ty is a major bone of contention.
He certainly was born, bred
and trained in our own dear
land. However, last year his
owner’s sent him to England to
be looked after by Champion
trainer Martin Pipe. Carvill’s
Hill’s quality and potential
have ensured his popularity
with the British racing public
who have suddenly claimed
him as one of their own. [ won-
der what the auld horse thinks
of this usurpation of his birth-
place. +
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Citrsai IS nuacht ”

il_rﬁ‘ﬁ‘ééht 'agu's
leabhair

CUIREADH mé ag smaoineadh faoi leabharlainne agus an
chumhacht atd acu an tseachtain seo. Tharla le déanai go
ndeachaigh cara de mo chuid chuig leabharlann cathrach na
‘Taillimhe ag lorg leabhair ar scriobh an t-Athair Padraig
Standin. Suil le Breith an teideal a bhi uaithi, tirscéal i nGaeilge
ar foilsiodh le déanai i leagan Béarla faoin ainm Lovers. B'fhéidir
go bhfaca sibh clidach an leabhair. Ni féidir ¢ a chailleadh né ta
sagart lan-ghléasta ina luf ar leaba agus bean lomnocht taobh
leis. Riomhaionn an t-tirscéal scéal sagairt 6 Conamara a bhfuil a
chéile agus feastalaf ti ag iompair clainne agus is eisean ata frea-
grach as. “Athair” in achan bealach, is 1éir.

B ‘lonadh le mo chara nuair a nach  tas nfos mé uirthi nuair a fuarthas an

raibh si abélta an leabhar a fhail  leabhar sa deireadh i roinn na leab-
imeasc na n-tirscéalta eile ach bion-  har firice. Léirfonn sé, dé laghad, di-

mheas ar an Ghaeilge mar theanga
liteartha né murach sin s'f tuairim an
bhainisteora sa leabharlann gurbh
&bhar d4irfre a bhf i scéal faoi sagart
agus gnéas. Ach t& cumhachta nfos
mé nd ‘df-lonii leabhair’ ag na leab-
harlanna.

Tamall 6 shin i mBaile Atha Cliath
baineadh dh4 leabhar faoi shldinte ban
de na seilfeanna poiblf. Leabhair b’iad
seo le tid4ir mheasiila, Every Woman’s
Life Guide le Miriam Stoppard agus
The New Our Bodies, Ourselves le
Angela Phililps agus Jill Raukunsen.
Tharraing foireann na leabharlainne na
leabhair as soldthar tar éis comhairle
dlf a duirt go raibh seans ann go geuir-
ff an dIf orthu mar gheall ar “eolas gin-
mhillte” a bheith san direamh sna
leabhair.

r ndéigh t4 daoine ag r4 anois go

bhfuil cinsireacht ‘cil doras’ in
tsdid faoi na dlithe a thagann as an
leasti a ritheadh cuid bliana 6 shin don
bhunreécht maidir le ginmhilleadh. Is
furas an lfomhaint sin a chreiditint tar
éis an d4 chdis ar ghlac an tAturnae
Ginearalta in aghaidh an girseach 14
bhliana déag d’aois, cds amh4in a stad
ar dfospéireacht poibli faon cheist
agus an dara c4s a stad a clann 6 an
cailin a thabhairt go Sasdin le ginmhil-
leadh a fhail.

T4 cesiteanna faon meoin seo i
mbéal an phobail aris anois. T4
daoine fit ag iarraidh, go leath
mhagtiil, an mbeidh eolaire guthdin
na Breataine ar an chéad leabhar eile
a choscfar. Deir siad nach ionadh ach
an oiread go bhfuil griipa eile ag
smaoineadh faoi chas cuirte a ghla-
cadh in aghaidh cuid leabhr4n ar
fhoilsigh an Eaglais Chaitliceach féin
(trina comhlacht foilsitheoireachta
Veirtas) ar cheisteanna ginmihillte. I
geuid de na leabhrdin seo iarrtar ar
leitheoiri litreacha gearain a scriobh
chuig gripaf a thacafonn le cearta
ginmhillte agus tugtar na seolta. Is
ionann solathar na seoltaf sin agus
eolas faoi ghinmhilleadh féin a chur
ar féil ar nd6igh. Nil dabht ar bith go
bhfuil an dli — mar at4 s — ina asal
ceart faoi lithair.

US concern over human

rights violations

FOLLOWING the recent fatal mass shootings by a combination
of loyalist and crown forces personnel, people representing a
wide range of political opinion across the United States have
issued strong statements on the lack of human rights in the Six
Counties. Along with others are, Democratic Presidential candi-
date Tom Harkin and Governor Jim Florio of New Jersey, who
raised their concern about what they see as the sharing of intelli-
gence in such attacks on the nationalist community, between
members of the British crown forces and armed loyalist groups,
such as the UFF/UDA.

Tom Harkin, in a letter to President between loyalist death squads and
Bush, which was also signed by  British crown forces,

eleven members of the US Senate, has
requested his personal intervention
‘with the British government to
“address the continuing human rights
violations in Northern Ireland “.
The letter, which included the sig-
natures of De; S Edward

Governor Jim Florio was quoted as
saying that he was “distressed over
the implication associated with the
attack on the Sinn Féin party office in
Belfast”, while Councilman Patrick |
O’ Malley of Cleveland City Council

ked that “this attack was carried

Kennedy, Daniel P Moynihan, and a
close political friend of Bush, Republi-
can Senator Alfonse D’Amato, stated
that they believed the hour had come
for the US to end its long silence on
this important issue. It also highlight-
ed the “shoot to kill’ policy, ill treat-
ment of suspects, and the public links

out within plain view of two sophisti-
cated British army observation posts”.

He further noted that the attack
“clearly indicates collusion, if not
planning, on the part of British offi-
cials, and that the British government
has forfeited any claim of fostering
democracy or of being an honest bro-

ker when it implements a campaign of
assassinations against the largest
nationalist party in Belfast.

He said that with the backdrop of
censorship, and a series of assassinations
and attempted assassinations, the lie of
British democracy in Ireland was
exposed. He concluded that “Britain can-
not govern justly in any part of Ireland,
and must be urged to withdraw”,

Support for Judith Ward

® Supporters of Judith Ward, victim of another notorious British miscar-
riage of justice, picketed the British embassy in Dublin on Thursday, Febru-
ary 13th. The picket marked the revitalisation of the campaign for her
release which is set to escalate as the date of her appeal on April 27th
approaches.

Fight for justice

ANNE BRADLEY, widow of John McNeill killed by a unit of
undercover British soldiers at Sean Graham'’s bookies at the
bottom of the Whiterock Rd, in January 1990 is to continue her
fight to have the British soldiers involved in the shoot to-kill
operation prosecuted regardless of the refusal by the director

of public prosecutions (DPP) to pursue the matter further.
The BBC’s current affairs programme Parnorama uncovered new eye-witness

evidence to the shooting of John McNeill who was killed along with two
other men. This caused the DPP to reopen the case. John McNeill was shot at
point-blank range in the head as he sat unmasked and unarmed in a car.

Criticising the DPP’s decision, the Committee on the Administration of
Justice said that because at least one of these witnesses had not been contacted
by the RUC, they have “serious concerns about the adequacy of this second
investigation which took seven months to complete”.

Expressing her resolve not to let the matter rest, Anne Bradley said “I
intend to bring this matter to the attention of groups in Ireland, Britain and
around the world.”

Catholics targeted by loyalists

TWO CATHOLIC men were shot in separate sectarian attacks

in Coleraine and Belfast on the mornings of Friday 14th and

Wednesday 19th February.

In_Coleraine a 31-year-old man was shot and seriously wounded as he made
his way to work. The UFF carried out this latest assassination attempt on

the Catholic who was described as “ill but stable” after coming through emer-

gency surgery.

The second attack occurred in a predominantly nationalist area of Bawn-
more against a Catholic worker as he waited for his usual morning lift on a
bus which he takes each morning to a hospital for treatment for schizophrenia.

Commenting on the shootings, Sinn Féin’s Martin McGuiness voiced
republicans’ concern about loyalist death squad activity in the wake of the
Brian Nelson affair and the relationship between them and British military
intelligence. i
~ “lam convinced that the purpose of these attacks is to draw republicans
into a campaign of ‘tit for tat’ killings. Republicans are vehemently opposed to
such a scenario which would provide British government propagandists with
an opportunity to portray themselves as ‘keeping the warring sides apart.”

Belfast unionists' junkets

ItAhas again been disclosed that unionist councillors on Belfast
City Council are to spend huge sums of ratepayers money on
an exotic trip to Hong Kong.
North Bc!fasl Sinn Féin Councillor, Gerard McGuigan, in airing the con-

cerns of ratepayers, revealed that the Chairperson of the Parks Commit-
tee, Margaret Crooks, is to embark upon this trip on the pretext of observing
how the parks are organised in Hong Kong.
. Describing the trip as blatantly unnecessary, McGuigan said “the rate-pay-
Ing parents throughout the city will be delighted to know that while their kids
are deprived of even the most basic playground facilities this unionist-domi-
nated committee sees this Hong Kong trip as being a Ppriority”.
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Mala Poist...

A prisoner’s
thanks

A Chairde,
Iwould like, through your

aper, to thank the republican
and nationalist people of
Tyrone, and indeed further
afield, for all the Christmas
cards and solidarity greetings
they sent tome. Asitis impos-
sible to acknowledge everyone
individually I hope all con-
cerned will accept these few
short lines as a token of my
deep appreciation. To all those
who helped the republican
prisoners in whatever way
through 1991, thank you.

The fact remains that there
would be no republican prison-
ers if it were not for the British
presence in our country. Let’s
hope 1992 brings in new think-
ing on their part and that we
all, both inside and outside,
have our freedom with peace
and justice.

Brendan Donaghy,
H-3, Long Kesh.

.
Answer this
A Chairde,

In connection with the dis-
tant preparation of two rather
special books, can any ancient
reader assist-

(2) the approximate date and
authorship of Merry Ploughboy
(PS said to be Englishf)

(b) McCluskey, the devil may
care. (A Robert Service type
poem popular once and recited
by the late Paddy Kenna)

(c) Hardwicke Hall shared
in the “30s and “40s between
Evelyn Gleeson and Dun Emer
and Cumann na mBan and
Fianna. How come? Has any-
one any memories?

If you have an answer to any,
write to me now — yes, I mean
now (and by the way no Lotto
prizes) at Argenta Publications,
19 Mountjoy Square, Dublin.
Michael Quinn.

FF and FG —

.
any difference?
A Chairde,

A Guardian reader (Febru-
ary 1st) in trying to analyse the
Irish political scene in the wake
of Haughey’s departure, con-
cluded that the differences
between Fianna F4il and Fine
Gael were difficult to find.
Unlike the parties on the
“mainland” they did not offer
alternative views of society.

Even their origins had more
to do with Civil War alle-
giances than “philosophical
cleavages”.

This kind of ignorance
about Irish politics is typical of
the British media. It also
applies to their own politics.
Who can pretend that the main
British parties offer alternative
views of society?

Their failure to analyse
Irish politics in any meaningful
way stems from their inability,
or refusal, to see the part
played by partition in the shap-
ing of political parties on both
sides of the border.

My understanding of th
Origins of Fianna Féil&and F?no
Gael is that they represented
ficop “Philosophical cleavages”
m‘lhcir attitudes to partition. B
qu not Fianna F4il attract (l\.e
anti-Treaty forces which must
have included republicans
committed to Connolly’s vision
of a socialist republic -
en.shrinod in the Proclamation?
D:d not Fine Gael represent the
nterests of big business who
supported the connection with
Britain? Fianna Fail lost some
republican support when de
V_alcra took the Oath of Alle-
glance but they continued to
appeal to a wider social base as
the party which stood for o
united Ireland.

This commitment to a 32-
County Ireland, addressing the
needs of ordinary people, has
lgng since been abandoned by
E{?PnalFéil and explains the

ifficulty of separatin, -
testoday, T e PR

However, the commitment
and that tradition has not been
abandoned by the people
because it is kept alive by the
forceful occupation of the Six
Counties.

It explains the existence of

Mala Poist..., M4la Poist... Mala Poist... Méala Poist...

X Commercialism means that
Celtic FC have to compete at
the highest level, hence their
right to seek the best financial
sponsorship deal possible.
They do not operate and are
totally opposed to sectarianism
from whatever corner.

Your other correspondent
Mr Donald Anderson, is quite
correct to castigate the cow-
ardice of the Labour Party
administrators in Glasgow
who have for decades turned a
blind eye to the blatant reli-
gious apartheid practised by
Rangers FC.

The signing of Mo Johnston
has enabled those in Tbrox to dis-
miss the charge of sectarianism
but Johnston has now moved on
to Everton FC and Rangers are
rid of their ‘token papist’.
James Burns,

Cheshire,

England.
New Consensus
hypocrites

A Chairde,
Twould like to comment on
the press statement put out by

the IRA and the presence of the New Consensus group in the
eleven and a half battalions of ~ wake of the killings in the Sinn
British infantry on Irish soil. Féin office in Belfast (Irish Times,
It also explains why there February 5th). New Consensus
can be no ingful talks on d d this “mass murder
the peaceful resolution of the in the offices of a legally regis-
situation in Ireland without tered political party. Sinn Féin
taking the cc i toa bers and supporters must
united Ireland into account. be allowed pursue their political
The so-called “quality” aims democratically without
newspapers on both sides of being murdered”. What hum-
the Irish Sea cannot, or will bug!
not, understand this. This group should feel
Padraig O’Bradaigh, e L b
apologies to reaved, no
London. ﬁi:ingilff another useless

Leave Rita

alone!
A Chairde,

Referring to your article in
Republican News headed “Red
Rita Russia-bound?” I think
you rather detracted from this
lady’s appearance and ability,
by your remarks.

T know her well. She is a ded-
icated republican. Her hair is
described as “Titian” and from
childhood she has been a con-
cerned, caring person for all.

denunciation of violence. New
Consensus, alongside its Work-
ers’ Party backers, has helped
to generate an atmosphere
which demonises Sinn Féin.
The policy of censorship pro-
moted by the British and Irish
governments has been aug-
mented by anti-republican
New Consensus ideologues
who have no problem generat-
ing publicity for their anti-Sinn
Féin views.

This atmosphere of official
and unofficial intimidation
promotes an atmosphere of
h and vilification,

It was p ptuous of
you to denigrate her with the
name of “harridan” adding
fuel to the flames by your
brazen familiarity to which I
strongly object.

Maire Jones,
Belfast.

Celtic

controversy

A Chairde,

Re Kevin O"Toole’s letter
(AP/RN January 30th) where he
confuses Celtic football club
sponsors ‘Peoples’ with the Ford
Motor Company.

Ford Motor Company may
practice religious dn.scriminmi_m\
against the Catholic community
in the occupied Six Counties,
however, ‘Peoples’ merely sell
Ford cars — not Ford’s abhor-
rent policy!

generated against a party
which is prevented from artic-
ulating its policies on radio
and TV. This climate is con-
ducive to the current campaign
of assassinations directed
agairst elected Sinn Féin repre-
sentatives, Sinn Féin members
and Sinn Féin supporters. It is
clear from the Brian Nelson
case and other events such as
the Stevens investigation of
British/RUC collusion with
loyalists that these attacks are
not simply the efforts of
deranged gunmen.

It is true that loyalist assas-
sination evidence, from the
gruesome Shankill Butchers
case to the grenade attack on
funeral mourners by loyalist
Michael Stone, indicates a
degree of psycho-pathology
not found within nationalist or
republican politics. The direct-

ing of this violence away from
random attacks on Catholics
towards more specific targets
has been carried out with the
aid and direction of state
forces. The RUC assassin, who
pave private expression to
what is effectively a public pol-
icy, allowed us to glimpse
again the underlying hatred
which lies at the core of a sec-
tarian state.

New Consensus, whether
they accept the criticism or not,
are effectively the political apol-
ogists for this campaign of assas-
sination. Their policy which
attempts to deny Sinn Féin the
right to exist is a corollary to the
policy which denies Sinn Féin
members the right to exist.

Fergus McCann,
Dublin 15.

No money

.

in country?
A Chairde,

In the current climate of
reneging on, or “rescheduling”
public sector pay agreements
and dire predictions of yet more
cuts in health, education and
local services, one very interest-
ing statistic caught my eye. I
refer to the fact that on one day
(January 17th) the Irish Stock
Exchange gained 23 points, or
£133 million. In the previous
week it had made a cool £366
million. Who says there are no
funds to honour agreed pay
deals, to implement the 1985
Commission on Social Welfare
recommendations, or to provide
proper health and education ser-
vices for our people?

If there was a real willing-
ness to harness the substantial
wealth that exists in Ireland,
then Mr. Ahern could begin to,
at least partially, implement
some of the following options
to raise and

would yield another £263m or
17,000 jobs. In addition, accord-
ing to the Comptroller and
Auditor General, there was
£563m in corporation and other
capital and property taxes out-
standing last year. Collection of
these taxes would make a fur-
ther 36,000 jobs possible.

5) Taxation of profits repa-
triated by Multinationals:
Between 1987-90 foreign multi-
nationals sent £7.7b out of the
country to their parent compa-
nies. Taxed at 30% (the lowest
marginal rate in the PAYE
code) would ensure another
37,000 jobs per annum.

6) Disinvestment in Parti-
tion: Relative to its economic
size, the Dublin government
expends much more than
Britain on preserving the bor-
der and upholding the British
occupation of the Six Counties.
It has been estimated that up to
£350m a year is spent on mea-
sures (such as assisting British
soldiers to destroy border
roads, build watch-towers and
keep watch on Bloody Sunday
victims’ relatives, to give three
recent examples) specifically
related to maintaining parti-
tion. Alternatively invested,
this expenditure could create
24,000 productive jobs in
industry.

Jim Heffernan,
Blanchardstown
Sinn Féin.

The injunction
and the

. .
constitution
A Chairde,

The granting of an injunc-
tion to the 26-County Attor-
ney-General by Dublin’s High
Court preventing a 14-year-old
rape victim from having her

d in

jobs (the jobs estimates are
based on the IDA’s average
cost per job of £15,500):

1) Rescheduling of Foreign
Debt: There is still £8.5b owing
to foreign financiers. Between
1987-90 nearly £4b in interest
was paid abroad. This amount
of money invested at home
could have generated 256,000
jobs in Ireland.

2) Public control of Banks:
The bulk (£17.5b) is owed to
Irish banks, building societies
and insurance companies. The
top ten financial institutions
have a massive £55b in com-
bined assets. Last year alone
these companies made a mas-
sive £567m in profits. Reinvest-
ed in industry these profits
could have translated into
37,000 Irish jobs.

3) Exchange Controls to
limit the Export of Capital:
Between 1987-90 native big
business exported £2.2b
abroad. Retained in Ireland this
could have financed another
36,000 jobs per annum over
that period

4) An increase in Corpora-
tion Tax: Taxation of big busi-
ness profits last year accounted
for only 5% of total tax com-
pared with 7.5% for the EC as a
whole. By simply bringing Ire-
land into line with the EC

PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT
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Britain and the accompanying
cloak of secrecy preventing
information coming out about
even the issues in the case by
references to the sub judice
rule, highlights again the con-
fusion and distress caused by
this article of the Irish Consti-
tution.

We have heard a lot recent-
ly from British and unionist
politicians, with sympathetic
noises coming from Irish politi-
cians and church leaders, about
Articles Two and Three of the
Irish Constitution, which
embody the claim of majority-
rule in the island of Ireland,
but we have heard nothing
from them about the Republic’s
constitutional ban on the right
to choose, the removal of
which would surely be an even
greater source of reassurance to
the wider Protestant communi-
ty in the North.

Itis difficult to see why an
injunction granted over such a
matter in a 26-County court
should be allowed to have a
gagging effect in what it nomi-
nally regards as the “United
Kingdom™. If these issues are
not discussed one is de facto
colluding with the Republic’s
ban. If an issue in the present
case is the question of evidence
for a criminal prosecution, then

Letters to: The Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

surely there were ways to
secure this that were more sen-
sitive and humane. As it is the
approach of the Irish authori-
ties smacks of the prejudice
and ham-fistedness so
appallingly revealed in the
“Kerry Babies” case.

Joe Murphy,
Birmingham.

A Ray of

:
Sunshine
A Chairde,

Of all the plastic sackings
from the cabinet perhaps the
most poignant is that of
Raphael Burke. The former
Minister for Justice unjustly
acquired the soubriquet of The
Man who Never Smiled in
Public during his term of
office. While it is true that his
stern features were normally
fixed in a hard and sullen look,
nevertheless it is equally true
that they did occasionally soft-
en into a smile, even if the
occasions were of a particular
and infrequent kind. I refer of
course to his being greeted on
the lawn of Stormont Castle as
he emerged from his whirring
chopper by his British over-
lords and to his reciprocal
greeting of same on the steps of
Iveagh House. Then, His Sul- *
leness could be always
depended upon to change from
being The Man who Never
Smiled in Public to being a ver-
itable Ray of Sunshine. Truly,
there were Eight Hundred
Years of Servility in those
Eighty Second Smiles.
Frank Purcell,
Lindsay Road,
Dublin 9.

Head to Lisdoon

A Chairde,

We wish to draw your
attention to Sunday, March 1st,
1992. On that day in Lisdoon-
varma, County Clare, the Bur-
ren Action Group are holding a
rally of protest against the pro-
posed interpretive centre at
Mullaghmore.

The start up time is 2pm,
with music, street theatre,
speakers, information and
dancing. There will be creche
facilities, food, drink and craic
available. Prominent speakers
will include MEPs, actors, TDs
and environmentalists.

It will be seen at this rally
that there is strong opposition
to the proposed siting of the
centre in a highly sensitive and
endangered environment. Pres-
ident Robinson questions the
advisability of locating “Inter-
pretive Centers” in the middle
of important heritage land-
scapes. The Burren Action
Group are determined to chal-
lenge and persuade the Office
of Public Works to re-locate the
centre.

We hope you can make it to
Lisdoonvarna on the day. If
you need any further informa-
tion, please contact us.
Burren Action Group,
Carron,

County Clare.
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1922 POGROMS

M BY PETER O'ROURKE

WITHIN WEEKS of the ratification of the Treaty of surrender
and the split in the Republican Movement, the unionist regime,
in an attempt to consolidate their artificially created state, began
a systematic policy of extermination against the nationalist popu-

lation in the Six Counties.

There was consternation among
northern nationalist at the accep-
tance of the treaty in January 1922 and
the agreement between Michael
LTollins, head of the Free State’s ‘Provi-
sional Government’ and James Craig,
the Northern Ireland’ prime minister
which called-off the Belfast Boycott (a
boycott of Belfast goods imposed by
Dail Eireann in 3 nse to the Belfast
pogroms of the summer of 1920). Fear

also followed the break-down of the
talks of the Boundary Ci i

in the North in early February 1922.
Backed up by the newly formed A and
B Specials, loyalist mobs began sys-
tematic attacks against the nationalist
population, burning their homes amd
driving them from their jobs.

On February 12th, the loyalists
launched a violent onslaught in the
Catholic ghettos of Belfast which
continued for four days. They then
resumed again on February 23rd.
During these three weeks 138 casual-
ties were reported in Belfast of which
98 were nationalists. The death toll in

which it was believed would allocate
large areas of the Six-County state to
the southern state. The nationalist pop-
ulation in the North felt betrayed,
abandoned and very much at the mer-
cy of the orange bigots in the new sec-
tarian state. Their fears were fully
justified.

Rioting on a serious scale broke out

the North for February was 44, 30 of
whom were killed in Belfast on a sin-
gle night.

One of the worst atrocities during
these pogroms occurred on February
14th. A bomb was thrown into a group
of Catholic children as they were play-
ing in Weaver Street, off the Shore
Road in Belfast, killing six of them.

Despite the intervention of the
IRA in defence of the beleaguered
nationalist population, there were
burnings, shootings and looting on a
massive scale throughout February.
As the pogroms intensified, thou-
sands of refugees streamed south to
Dublin while over 1,000 crossed to
Glasgow.

At the end of February, in an act
which made the nationalist population
feel more isolated, Craig ordered the
blocking of all minor roads across the
border while the main roads were
patrolled by the A and B Specials.
Craig appointed the bigot, Sir Henry
Wilson, a fierce enemy of Irish nation-
alism, as adviser to the new northern
regime.

hroughout the spring and early
Tsummcr of 1922 the pogroms
continued with 60 people being
killed in Belfast alone during March.
The pogroms reached their climax in
May and June with constant heavy
firing into nationalist ghettos.
Nationalists were killed at random
by Specials and loyalist mu_rrj{er
gangs who were intent on Ierrgrnslng
the nationalist community into a
state of abject submission.

When the pogroms of the early
summer finally subsided it was estab-
lished that another 9,000 nationalists
had been driven from their work and
the number rendered homeless had
increased to 23,000. By the middle of
June 1922, 264 people had been killed
in the Six Counties since the signing of
the Treaty — 171 nationalists and 93
loyalists.

A terrific intensification of the
pogrom against the nationalist popula-
tion in Belfast began on February 17th
1922, 70 years ago this week.

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING: Moets
8.30pm every Tuesday, US|, 16 North
Great Georges Street, DUBLIN

PICKET ON US EMBASSY: Opposlng
US policy in Central America, 11.30am-
1pm, every Saturday, Ballsbridge,
DUBLIN /

CIORCIAL COMHRA: Chuile Luan 9-
10.30pm, Club Chonradh na Gasilge 6
Sréid Fhearcair, BAILE ATHA CLIATH,
Cleachtaigh do Ghaeile finn

VIDEO SHOWING: Shoot-to-kill Video,
8pm Friday 21st February, Upslairs
Ha'panny Bridge Inn, Wellington Quay,
DUBLIN. Taille £2. Organised by The
Dublin Anti-Extradition Committee
VIDEO SHOWING: Showing of 10th
Anniversary Concert Video, Friday 21st
February, Emerald Bar, DUNDALK.
Taille: £1

BENEFIT: Danny McNamee. Featuring
the Plunkett Club and traditional rish
musicians, special guast Billy Power.
8pm till late Saturday 22nd February,
Camden Irish Centrs, (Kennedy Room)
Murray St LONDON NW1
CONFERENCE: Where in the World is
Ireland? 9.30am Saturday 22nd Febru-
ary, Connolly Hall, Lapps Quay, CORK .
COUNTRYWIDE CONFERENCE: Irish
Welfare in Britain. 9.30am-6pm Saturday
22nd February, Lambeth Town Hall, Brix-
ton, LONDON. Admission: iB)ndmduals
£1 cor £10 y orgar
tions

IRISH COMMUNITY ELECTION
FORUM: Quiz your next MP, before you
vote for him or her. 7.30pm Thursday
27th February, Islington Central Library,
Fieldway Crescent (Holloway Road)
LONDON N7

WORKING FOR EQUALITY: Conference
on jobs and Discrimination in Northern
Ireland. Saturday 29th February, Bimming-
ham Trade Union Studies Centre, DIG=
BETH, Birmingham

PUBLIC MEETING: *‘Making Ireland an
election issue.” 7.30pm Monday 2nd
March, Red Rose Club, Seven Sisters
Rd, LONDON N7

| nDil Chuimhne

BELL, Gerard; BEST, Paul; BRES-
LIN, Charles; BURNS, James;
DEVINE, David; DEVINE, Michael;
DORRIAN, Robert; HOGAN, Hen-
1y; McAULEY, David; MAGEE,
Joseph; MARTIN, Declan; STEELE,
Gerard. In proud and loving memory
of Volunteers Gerard Bell,, Charles
Breslin, James Bumns, David Devine,
Michael Devine, Robert Dorrian,
Henry Hogan, Joseph Magee, Declan
Martin, Gerard Steele, Fian David
McAuley and Sinn Féin member Paul
Best who died in Ireland’s freedom
struggle. “The Republic stands for
“4ruth and honour. For all that is
noblest in our race. By truth and hon-
our, principle and sacrifice alone will
Ireland be free.” — Liam Mellows.
Always remembered by their friends
and comrades in the Republican
Movement.

BEST, Paul (16th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Paul Best,
Sinn Fein, who died on February
18th 1976 from gunshot wounds
inflicted by Workers” Party gununen.
Always remembered by Pol, Patricia
Wilson and family, mass offered.
BURNS, James (11th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of my dearest
son Vol James (Skipper) Burns mur-
dered on February 23rd 1981, RIP.
Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for
him. Dearly loved and remembered
by his mother Bridget Burns.

“Always loved and sadly missed by his

daughters Maria, Kathleen and Paula.
From his brother Joe, Betty and family.
From his sister Veronica, Paddy and
family.

From his brother Paul, Jerri ana
family.

From his sister Louise and family.
From his brother Kevin, Evelyn and

family.

From his brother Pat, Sandra and
family.

From his brother Harry, Deirdre and
family,

From his sister Clara, Joe and family.
From his sister Brigid, Harry and
family.

~love my god o‘er all he said

From his sister Maura, John and
famil

y.
From his sister Bernadette, Joe and
family.

From his aunt Teresa, Micky and

From his aunt Lily, Joe and family.
From his aunts Kate and Bernadette
Reid, USA.

From Larry Quilty, Sara, Clara and
James Burns Quilty.

DORRIAN, Robert (Rab) (20th Ann)
In proud and loving memory of my
loving husband Robert who died
while on active service along with
his three comrades, Gerard, Joe and
Gerard. Padre Pio, pray for them. I
id.then I
love my land. Mother I was true to
you, to God and to Ireland. Always
remembered by his wife Betty, sons
Robert, Philip, Jim and family circle.
DORRIAN/STEELE/MAGEE/BELL
The Republican Movement Short
Strand and Markets remember with
pride Vols Rab Dorrian, Gerard
Steele, Joe Magee and Gerard
(Dinger) Bell. To die for one’s coun-
try is a noble thing and to make one
country’s enemy die is a useful
thing. If you can’t be noble at least
be useful.

HATTICAN, Paddy. Always
remembered by your very good
friend Tony Maguire, Belfast,
HOGAN, Henry (8th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of our
dear son and brother Yol Henry
Hogan killed in action February 21st
1984. “Too good in life to be forgot-
ten in death.” Always remembered
by his mum and dad,

From his sister Bernie, Shorty and
Seén.

From his sister Mag, Paddy and
family,

From Patrick, Catherine and family.
From Micky, Carmel and family.
HOCGAN/MARTIN (8th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of Vols
Henry Hogan and Declan Martin
killed in action by the SAS. Always
remembered by Seén, Brigid and
family.

From Dumley Republican Youth,

From Henry Hogan/Declan Martin

Memorial Committee N Antrim.

From the Hogan/Martin/Casey

Sinn Féin Cumann, Dumley/
kin.

From the James McGinn Cumann.
From Colm and Cynthia.

MARTIN, Declan (8th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Declan Martin killed in action
February 21st 1984. Always remem-
bered by Maureen and Paddy
Hogan.

From Sean and Bernie Gribben.
From Mag, Paddy and family.
DAVEY, John (3rd Ann). In proud
and loving memory of our dear

-brother John Davey who was mur- ..
dered on February 14th. Always

remembered by your sister Mary,
brothers James, Robert and Hugh.
Sister Annie and brother-in-law
Tommy,

Sadly missed by nieces and
nephews Roisin, Angela, Anthony,
Sean, Rosie, Bernie, Martin, Siobhan,
Colm, TA, Ann and all their fami-
lies.

MAGEE, Joseph (20th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of our
dear father Joseph who was killed in
action on February 21st 1972. "We
had no time to know you, we had
no time to share, we had no time to
show you how much we really
cared.” Sadly missed and always
remembered by his son Joseph,
daughter Margaret and her husband
Anthony, daughter Sharon and her
husband Raymond and grandaugh-
ter Gemma and friend Margaret
Fitzsimmons,

From his loving sister Chris, broth-
er-in-law Desi and family,

From his sister Esther, brother-in-
law Patsy and family.

From his loving brother and sisters
Betty and Jim, Emmanuel and Carol,
Australia and Michael, Canada.
From his sister Sarah, brother-in-law
Conn and family,

From his loving brother Patsy, sister-
in-law Maureen and family.

From his loving sister Peggy, broth-
er-in-law Eddie and family,

STEELE, Gerard ( 20th Ann) In proud
and loving memory of my brother
Gerard who died while on active ser-
vice along with his comrades Joe
Magee, Rab Dorrian and Gerard Bell.
Sacred heart of Jesus, pray for them.
“Gerard I often sit and talk with
friends the way you used to do, the
jokes you played, the laughs we had,
the things you used to do, what beau-
tiful memories we have of you.”
Always remembered with pride by
your brother Phil, sister-in-law Susan
and large family circle.

From his uncle Thomas.

Comhbhron

CLANCY/O’'DONNELL/O’FAR-
RELL/VINCENT. Deepest sy mpl-
thy to the families of Pe
Kevin Barry O'Donnell, Sei
rell and Patrick Vincent who were
murdered by the SAS. From the
James McGinn Sinn Féin Cumann.
From Colm and Cynthia

From the Patrick MacClogan Sinn
Féin Cumann, Cladai.

From the Republican Movement,
Wexford.

From the Dungannon Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann.

From the Coalisland Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann,

From the Clonoe Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann,

From the Jim Lynagh Cumann,
Clogher,

From the South Tyrone Comhairle
Ceantair Sinn Féin,

LILLIS. Deepest symapthy is
extended to Brendan and all the Lil-
lis family on the death of their moth-
er Mary Catherine. Go ndéana Dia
trocaire ar a hanam uasail. O a
chomrddaith i H4 Ceis Fhada,
LOUGHRAN. Deepest sympathy to

-.McBRIDE. Deepest sy

the family of Paddy Loughran mur-
dered by the RUC on February 4th
1992. Always remembered by his
friends in the Lower Falls Com-
memoration Committee.
MCcALLISTER. Deepest condolences
to our friend and comrade Jim on
the death of his loving partner
Maragaret. From all the staff of
AP/RN Belfast.

From the Republican Movement in
Newry and South Armagh.

From the Barney Morris Sinn Féin
Cumann, Crossmaglen.

From Catherine.

From the Patrick MacClogan Sinn
Féin Cumann, Cladai.

family of Pat McBride murdered by
the RUC on February 4th 1992,
Always remembered by his friend
Cheesey.

From his friends Sean and Mary.
From Dominic.

From his friends and comrades in
Sinn Féin Bun na Bhfal.

From his friends in the Lower Falls
Commemoration Committee
McBRIDE/LOUGHRAN. We are
devastated by the murder of our
dear friends Pat and Paddy. They
will be sorely missed and never for-
gotten by their friends Eileen, Joe
Byrne and family.

From Ann Marie and Goose.

From Danny.

From Cheesy.

From Dominic.

From Rab.

From Gerard and Anna.

From Francie.

From Fra and Jeanette.

From Kate.

cKay and Carson fami-

Itl\BRlDULOUCHR-\\IO DWYER.
Decpest sympathy is extended to
the families of Pat McBride, Paddy
Loughran and Michael O'Dw
From the Sinn Féin Women'’s
Department.

Remembered always by the St James
area republican POWs, Crumlin
Road Jail.

impathy to the

MacMANUS. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the McManus family on
the death of Joe. From Joe Reilly.
From the Sinn Féin Women'’s
Department.

O’DONNELL. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the family of Kevin Bar-
1y O'Donnell and the families of his
comrades. Your sorrow and loss is
felt by all Irish republicans. From
Ramsey, London.

Beannachtai

KENNA, Brian (Portlacise). Happy
birthday Brian, with love and best
wishes. From Veronica and Sedn.
XXX

Best wishes from the Smith family
Finglas.

LYNCH, Peter (Crumlin Road).
Happy 21st birthday greetings son,
all the best. From mum and dad and
family.
Best wishes from Mary and Kevin.
Happy birthday from Peter and
Deirdre.

Birthday wishes from Pat and crazy
Dino Dee.

Happy birthday from Geraldine,
Brian and family.

Birthday greetings from Skin and
Michelle.

All the best from all your friends in
the madhouse.

Best wishes from Ann and Julie
Ann.

Happy birthday from Brucie, Roisin,
Brenda and Sean.

Birthday wishes from Dona, Nuala,
Brenda, Catriona, Michelle, Sinead,
Julie Ann.

Happy birthday from Eamon,
Kevin, Brian, Terry, Sean.

Birthday greetings from Dona and
Kevin.
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INN FEIN PRESIDENT Gerry Adams gets some strange fanmail.

Just this week he received a friendly missive from, of all people,
former British hostage Terry Waite.

Terry, remembered less than fondly by at least one fellow hostage
Damascus Road conversion. Sinn Féin | ¢ an insufferable companion, is currently inviting people to partici-
bl :\m‘nwd it ‘! e des of pate in his “Celebration of Freedom Concert”, which will be held “in

hjaciing the language’ SaCRIEAR S the presence of Her Royal Highness, Princess Margaret, Countess of

pilloried for militarising an Ghaeilge Showdon”

o4 :“.’ _;““““"‘ W "‘illli"‘l'y .<umlv[ m'l,l“‘ Terry also hopes that John Major and Neil Kinnock, as well as fel-

TR OR L L, PR O [ T e s Ta McCarthy and Brian Keenan, will attend. All pro-

were told: it was a uniting force; it ‘ s o A 2
ceeds from the concert will go to Victim Support, “a charity which

didn’t belong to the Chuckies, and it f .
certainly wasn’t about armies or bul- supports victims of crime” — this does not seem to be a veiled refer-

would have eclipsed even Saint Paul’s

|

lets ence to the long-suffering people of the Six Counties.

T And what came next? An all out Adams is offered the chance to h(-mn.\ea maior spnnsor.oflh’el

. e S N assault by the NIO to buy off the Irish event for the token sum of £5,000. For this sum, Terry promises: “Your
language vote. Mind you it was a ham- name will be listed at the head of an editorial page in the programme
fisted sort of an assault. In the NIO thanking principal supporters of the event. You would also be invited
Mawhinney set up his Central Cultural to the private reception at the interval and allocated a free full-page
Relations Unit while on the other hand advertisement in the Special Souvenir Programme” — their equivalent
reducing the status of the language in of the Cumann Cabhrach Testimonial Brochure.
the school curriculum. Equally, the Gerry has only got until March 2nd to make up his mind to go. My

NIO began funding their newly estab-
lished Iontaobhas ULTACH with a
£100,000 purse and simultaneously cut
the Glér na nGael funding by £90,000
3 per annum. The imperialist, it seems,
Bt - N found it hard to rationalise funding a

spies in Head Office tell me that even as we go to print he is pleading
with Joe Cahill to release the funds so he can get the chance to meet his
favourite royal, Princess Margaret.

EMBERS of the British Army Air Corps have put the Duchess of

RORRA - § language, even for tactical reasons, . Yor.k in a flap after t‘hey r?fused to ?ccept her as ,thelr Comman};
n Irish is like @ bullet being fired at | : which all its imperialist instincts were der-in-Chief for fear of being nicknamed ‘The Budgies” — after Sara
— Padrag O Maolchraoibhe \ calling on it to destroy. And so republi- Ferguson’s infamous children’s books.

R —— can cultural activists were left to con- ‘Fergie’, increasingly seen in Britain as the royal the media love to
tinue to fire the odd salve for the hate because of her lavish lifestyle and, more recently, her fondness for
Teanga Dhuichas and to be condemned sitting under a plastic pyramid in search of enlightenment, is the only
er S an U 0 e by people like Proinsias O Miandin for | Royal still without a regiment to lead. A source within the Regiment
“militarising the language”. ‘Twas a noted the errant royal’s “questionable and refreshing” behaviour as
lonely old path to follow but all things

the reason for the snub to her, claiming that: “Officers were worried

come to those who have patience and the regiment might be given the nickname the Royal Budgie Corps.”

THE REARGUNNER recalls with some nostalgia this week the last week the Reargunner was delight-
rage and fury among some sections of the cultural movement ©d 10}see Padraig O Maolchraoibhe’s HE PRESSURE of looking after the royals also takes its toll on
when our own buanseasmhai na Gaei]ge, Pédraig (@) F}:)snl::-:gsl:e:ng ;:2‘:3;\:;?1:7;:: D, their bodyguards, who are dropping like flies.
Maolchraoibhe, uttered his unforgettable seimhiti’s and salvoes,  With the oo cihiet appointments | Justlast month, bodyguard John Horstmanshoff was found dead in
verbs and volleys pronouncement of a few years ago. Is fada  what do we find but the post of Aire | his fume-filled Volvo while an inquest heard a week later that a mem-
béthar gan chasadh. na Gaeltachta being combined for John | ber of the Royal Protection Squad, Brian Kerr, drank himself to dfalh
Wilson with the position of Minister just hours after knocking off work. Kerr sank over a dozen pints in a
he exact words — which I seem to  full of irregular verbs. Cibé ar bith, the  for Defence. Could it be that Padraig’s London hotel before succumbing to alcohol poisoning.
have forgotten — were along the  cultural purists went bananas at the ‘verbs in Irish: bullets against imperial-
ery word spoken in Irish is  time and included among those purists  ism’ speech will soon be used to solve HE BRITS have admitted a “grave error of judgement” in the case
being fired at British impe- were a few political axe grinders the Free State army’s ammunition T‘,f a soldier who shot himself rather than continue to endure his
rizlism’. Oh for the staccato of a speech  whose sudden interest in the Teanga  shortage? sergeant’s bullying.

Alex Ireland, of the 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards, shot himself at St
Lucia Barracks in the Six Counties after taunts about his virginity by
Sergeant Vincent Campbell. Ireland was repeatedly baited about being
a virgin and was called ‘faggot’ and ‘fruit’ in the weeks before he put
his SA80 rifle to his chest and killed himself.

The army initially said that he was upset over accusations that he
had lost a riot gun. At the inquest last July though, details of the bully-
ing emerged. This was abruptly dismissed by Ireland’s CO as “ban-
ter”. After pressure the case was reopened and the army admitted the
“error” but found that there was insufficient evidence to bring charges
against anybody. Sound familiar?

Ireland’s father is considering taking a civil action against the
British Ministry of Defence.

JHLNO™"3IS FHLNO™JdIS FHLNO"3aIS FHLNO

Ah,goon-- - It’s for a
good cause --- and there’ll
be a disco!

Would you like
Lo buy a Cicket
or two for- a

No, L
don’t think
I would:--

A disco!?! You
musk be joking!

WO Coldstream Guards who were dissatisfied with their army
pay and decided to do something about it, were sentenced to sev-
en years of youth custody at Plymouth Crown Court recently.

The court heard that privates Michael Lund-Larsen and Dale
Watkins planned a robbery while stationed in the Six Counties and
then stole £1,145 from a Yorkshire building society, using replica
weapons.

Their army service had not prepared them for such nixers, howev-
er, and they were captured by police within 30 minutes.

Discos! Ceilidhs”
As Emma Goldman
Hailed to remark —

You dor't like discos?
Wwell, then - - - -would
you like a tickel
for a ceilidh?

" If 1 have to
dance 1 don’t want
to be part of your
revolution™

FORMER PARA who bought an army surplus filing cabinet got a

lot more than he bargained for. When Gordon Chamberlain
opened it he discovered a 250-page index of squaddies’ personal
details. The files related to Brits serving with the Intelligence Corps
and the Royal Corps of Signals in Cyprus in the mid-'80s.

Among the details which the army chose to collate about its men
were particulars of officers who were said to be alcoholics, drug users,
employed prostitutes, had homosexual affairs and had leanings
towards communism and fascism. The documents noted a corporal
who smoked cannabis, a warrant officer who indulged in group sex,
while a corporal in the Women’s Royal Army Corps was described as
being “man mad”. A squaddie and a top officer’s wife were listed as
being ‘illegitimate’, while a member of the Royal Corps of Signals did
not manage to keep secret the fact that he was “in possession of wom-
ens’ clothing”.

The British Ministry of Defence is to investigate the incident but it
just goes to show the kind of information which official groups enjoy
collecting on us all.

-
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Pictured at the launch of T
eland (Left to right) Ma

3 McGuinness, Ger- |
rv Adams, Bairbre De Briin and Pauline Davey

Sinn Féin maps
road to peace

THE PRESS CONFERENCE called for the specific purpose of
launching Sinn Féin’s discussion document Towards a Lasting
“Feace in Ireland was preceded by a press conference dealing with
the facts surrounding the executions of four IRA Volunteers by
undercover British soldiers in Tyrone on Sunday night.

peaking at the end of this confer-
nce, Sinn Féin President and West
Belfast MP Gerry Adams said that the
Pprevious night’s events “make it clear

that we all need to be involved in a
peace process”.

The conference dealing with the
peace document was opened by Sinn

An Phoblacht/Republican News

Féin’s Bairbre de Briin. Her introducto-
ry remarks pointed to both the failure
of partition and of the two sovereign
governments to get a meaningful
peace process going. She also empha-
sised that Sinn Féin was, in fact, the
only party to produce a document of
this kind. Gerry Adams reiterated the
comments which dealt with the Dublin
and British governments’ failure to
produce a democratic solution and
said: “by any objective international
standards the conflict in the North rep-
resents a failure of the normal political
process”.

Dealing with the inability of the
two governmentgto resolve the stale-
mate which flows from this failure,
Adams pointed out the sections of the
document delineating Sinn Féin's atti-
tude to the possible involvement of the

TE &
United and P il
munity in finding a way out of the
impasse: ¢ =

“A peaceful resolution may entail
i e PR e
inter co-op 8
agencies of the UN and the EE;....Th«;
Irish people have the same right to
sovereignty and nationhood exercised
hrough history and recognised in
international law as any other nation.”

Sinn Féin Ard Chomhairle member
Martin McGuiness, who sat on the
panel along with Adams, de Briin and
Pauline Davey, spoke of the thrust of
the document being “aimed at bring-
ing about three key requirements for
creating conditions in which peace can
be established”.

McGuiness then went on to elabo-
rate on what these conditions would
entail. The first is that the British gov-
ernment should institute a policy of
ending partition and hand over
sovereignty to an all-Ireland govern-
ment the selection of which would be a
democratic matter for the Irish nation;
the second that a Dublin government
should have the same policy goal; and
the third that there should be co-opera-
tion between these Dublin and British
governments to bring about their joint
purpose in the “shortest possible time
consistent with obtaining maximum
consent for the process”.

This last point is consistent with
Sinn Féin’s acknowledgement that
peace in Ireland requires a settlement
of the long-standing conflict between
Irish nationalism and Irish unionism.
The document asserts the need for

‘nationalists to address unionists fears

regarding a united Ireland.

In response to a question put to him,
Adams asserted that the unionist veto is
unreasonable as it allows a minority of
the nation to hold everyone to ransom,
and continuing he said: “Withdrawl of
the unionist veto will open the possibili-
ty of constructive dialogue with the rest
of the Irish people.”

The Sinn Féin members were at
pains to point out that it is dialogue
which they seek and it was with this in
mind that Adams said that immediate-
ly after Sinn Féin’s Ard Fheis it is
intended to distribute the peace docu-
ment to the Irish and British govern-
ments, as well as to all the political
parties in Ireland and Britain. The pan-
el also announced there would be a
widespread international launch of the
document. It was made clear that
international intervention “can give
impetus to a process of de-colonisa-
tion” and that it is important for all
sections of Irish society that this pro-
cess begins and the British recognise
the failure of partition.

In summing up, Gerry Adams said
that the document Towards a Lasting
Peace in Ireland suggests that the UN
has the authority and mandate to mon-
itor a de-colonisation process in Ire-
land and that Sinn Féin would propose
that the UN’s Secretary General
request annual reports from the British
government on its role in Ireland and
conducts a yearly review of the conse-
quences of the continued partition of
Ireland.

Community resists threats
over Ard Fheis

AN INTENSIVE and orchestrated campaign of threats against

* the lives and property of the executive committee of the Ballyfer-
mot Community Association started within hours of Sinn Féin
announcing that the Ballyfermot Community Centre would be
the venue for the party’s 86th Ard Fheis.

ohn Montgomery, chairperson of the

community association, called a press
conference on Wednesday to condemn
the campaign of vilification which had
targeted not only him but the families of
the executive committee of the Ballyfer-
mot Community Association.

“Austin Currie and Jim Mitchell do
not know the feelings of the people of
Ballyfermot”, said Montgomery and
blamed the comments on Tuesday by
Currie and Mitchell for “setting the
ball rolling” in the campaign of threats
which followed the announcement of
the ard fheis venue. Montgomery said

<« that neither Mitchell and Currie have
made any personal contact with him
except through a radio interview on
Wednesday’s Morning Ireland pro-
gramme on KTE.

Montgomery said that “’Jim
Mitchell never attacked or threatened
the City Fathers for allowing Sinn Féin
the use of the Mansion House. Are we

The comments made by Jim
Mitchell and Austin Currie also con-
tained threats. Deputy Mitchell
warned that the ard fheis decision
could call into question the £6,000 that

the community centre receives every
year from Dublin Corporation. The
community association pays a part-
time caretaker and an administrative
secretary. It seems that Deputy
Mitchell is prepared to sacrifice the
services available to his constituents in
order to continue his witch-hunt
against Sinn Féin.
Failed SDLP politician Austin Cur-
rie, now a Fine Gael TD, spared no
effort in whipping up antipathy
towards Sinn Féin, whom he described
as “a bunch of murdering thugs mas-
querading as a political party”. In
response to Austin Currie’s statement

John Montgomery said that Currie’s
co bordered on inci He
called on Currie and Mitchel! to apolo-
gise for the damage and trauma their
“inflammatory campaign” had gener-
ated.

Montgomery told the press confer-
ence that the executive committee of
Ballyfermot’s community association
took a unanimous decision to allow
Sinn Féin use of the hall, though no
one on the executive is in favour of the
IRA’s military campaign. However an
“orchestrated campaign” of violent
threats began, “a load of gurriers,
some in Mohair suits decided to get
involved”.

John Montgomery who has spent
30 years working in community associ-
ations defended the decision to allow
Sinn Féin’s use of the community hall.
He said the “reaction I have got so far

has been good.

“Itis in all our interests to assist the
development of political awareness.
Sinn Féin are a registered political par-
ty and had a right as much as any oth-
er party to use the hall.” He said the
ard fheis would be an occasion of
internal debate and Sinn Féin should
be allowed to debate: “If there was no
debate no alternative could be devel-
oped to the current status quo, and
people would go on dying.”

He said that by allowing the ard
fheis to be held it was good to see that
“the local community has some form
of control, some form of impact on
political life”.

he Ballyfermot Commu-

nity Centre is on the Bal-
lyfermot Road and can be
reached by 78 and 79 Dublin
Bus routes. Buses from cen-
tral Dublin have been organ-
ised by Sinn Féin to bring out
those registered to attend the
ard theis. The departure times
are as follows:

SATURDAY,

February 22nd:

9am Parnell Square

10.30 am Connolly Station
1.15pm Parnell Square
3pm Parnell Square

easier to bully? If they don’t want Sinn
Féin to have an ard fheis and operate SUNDAY
as a political party why doesn’t Jim February 23rd
Mitchell initiate legislation to proscribe e - 9.45am Parnell Square
. 3 ?n - Y. e i
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