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460 000 and

climbing

THE TRAGEDY OF IRELAND
TODAY is summed up in one grim
statistic — 460,000 unemployed.
The number of people without jobs
in the 32 Counties is creeping
relentlessly to half a million — testi-
mony to the utter failure of both
partitionist states to provide a
livelihood for the Irish people.

hen those in low-paid jobs and tem-

porary schemes, the thousands of
women and children dependent on the
small incomes of a parent or partner, and
the old, the sick and the handicapped are
all taken into account it is clear that the
majority of Irish people are suffering eco-
nomic hardship on a grand scale.

In the past week alone in the 26 Coun-
ties 1,500 jobs were lost. Typical of the
cynicism of the Dublin government was
its attempt to have the announcements of
upcoming job losses delayed and spread
over a period. But financially troubled
computer giant Wang filed for protection
from its creditors in the US and its Irish
subsidiary in Limerick — a profitable
operation — announced plans to axe 500
jobs in obedience to the demands of the
multinational. There followed a flood of
announcements of job losses around the
country at Limerick, Waterford, Tuam,
Ballinasloe and Dublin.

When the official unemployment levels
are adjusted to include those excluded by
government fiddling of the figures it shows
that there are 307,995 without jobs in the 26

IRA BOMBS
IN ENGLAND

Counties and 149,900 in the Six Counties, a
total of 457,895.

These statistics cannot convey the misery
and hopelessness that unemployment cre-
ates in working-class communities across
Ireland. They have reached such a level
now that they no longer shock. But their
failure to shock and the inducement of
hopelessness are two things which suit
those responsible for this crisis.

What such figures should be doing is
shocking this society into a radical
change in its thinking. Even the idea of con-
sidering the level of unemployment in Ire-
land as a whole is now deemed radical. Two
economies in two partitionist states are
always considered separately, always ignor-

ing the common interests of their working
people and the common solution to the cri-
sis which could come about in an all-Ire-
land context.

In the Six Counties we have the most
economically deprived region under the
control of the Westminster government
with the highest levels of unemployment
and poverty in the ‘United Kingdom’.
Catholics there suffer twice the rate of
unemployment of Protestants with sectari-
an discrimination in jobs still rife.

In both states efforts at job creation are
almost entirely concentrated on spending
huge sums of public money attracting
multinational companies who have left
workforces on the scrap heap all over the
country.

The flow of wealth — created by those
workers lucky enough to have jobs — con-
tinues out of the 26 Counties as multina-
tionals and big Irish companies export their
profits. Those with wealth in Ireland enjoy
a lavish lifestyle and as recent scandals
have shown their leading lights have been
enriching themselves at public expense for
years.

When republicans assert that partition
has failed it is not just because of the con-
tinuing tragic conflict in the Six Counties.
All the other symptoms of failure are
around us — most of all in the 460,000
without work. And it is the republican
demand for an all-Ireland economy and for
people’s control over the wealth and
resources of ou~ country that points to the
solution to this crisis.

— See pages 6/7

caused

THE IRA bombing of Shrewsbury Castle
in England this week is estimated to have
a quarter of a million pounds
worth of damage. A bomb wrecked mili-
tary exhibits of the British army’s Shrop-
shire Regiment at the castle on Tuesday.
The IRA said that “attacks such as these will
continue as long as the British occupation of
Ireland continues”
— See War News page 2
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Shropshire Regiment’s

museum destroyed

THE BRITISH ARMY’S Shropshire Regiment’s military archive
and museum was destroyed in a double incendiary attack. The
IRA bombed Shrewsbury Castle in England causing an estimated
quarter of a million pounds worth of damage to military exhibits

and the building itself.

In the statement claiming responsi-
bility for the attack the IRA also said it
also carried out attacks on commercial
premises in Shrewsbury itself, an
English town near the Welsh border.
The explosive devices began to deto-
nate at 1.30am on Tuesday 25 August.

The IRA statement issued in Dublin
said:

““Volunteers of the IRA placed a
series of blast and incendiary devices
which caused considerable damage to
Shrewsbury Castle and @ number of
commercial premises in the Shropshire
town in the early hours of Tuesday
morning. :

“Attacks such as these will continue
for the duration of the British occupation
of Ireland.”

As Geoffrey Parfitt, the museum’s

booby-trapped improvised grenade in
a pre-planned position before lobbing
a blast grenade at a British army patrol
close to the Grosvenor Road /Westlink
roundabout. In the follow-up to the
IRA attack a British army technical
officer was injured as he tried to
defuse what he believed to be a second
unexploded blast grenade.

W CASUALTIES NOT
REVEALED

In the third IRA attack of the day
British paratroopers again came under
attack from an IRA active service unit
in the Lower Ormeau Road area in the
south of the city.

The IRA Volunteers detonated an
anti-personnel mine packed with
h 1 in Rutland Street as a British

curator sutveyed the d caused
by the bomb attack, he estimated that
the cost of the damage would reach
£250,000. The attack has been seen as
blow to British military pride, and
West Mercia Assistant Chief Constable,
David Thursfield said that his officers
were combing the “substantially dam-
aged” interior of the castle.

As the devices went off, the British
police were forced to close the town's
railway station and seal off the Charles

B BELFAST TRAIN

FIRE-BOMBED

Two IRA Volunteers boarded a
train as it pulled into Belfast’s Finaghy
North station on Thursday 20 August.
The Volunteers placed a blast incendi-
ary device on a train and as they with-
drew they warned passengers about
the bomb and told them to disembark.
The blast and subsequent blaze is
believed to have caused hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of dam-
age. Hoax calls were made to Central
and Botanic stations around the same
time which resulted in serious disrup-
tion to the Belfast/Dublin rail network
tying down crown forces personnel in
the process.

M PARAS UNDER SUSTAINED
IRA ATTACK

Later that same evening in the
Grosvenor Road area, less than a half
a mile from the city centre, IRA Vol-
unteers carried out an elaborate
attack on the British crown forces,
which included British paratroopers
from the regiment’s 2nd Battalion

Volunteers had earlier placed a

army foot patrol moved down the
street. Media reports claim that two

However this claim was

ne of two armoured
as they pnsscd along
Glasvey Drive. As the blast y,renadl:
detonated one of the British paratroop
ers was seen lo fall from the nhsevv:-
tion platform at the rear of one :l)l t ll.:
vehicles. Despite one of the l!nh.-f h .o’u’r

diers firing a burst of automatic ||rc
and a huge swamping of the area Y)j
British reinforcements, the IRA Volun:
teers withdrew safely.

blast grenade at o
personnel carriers

W EXTRA SECURITY

OVERCOME .
The East Tyrone Brigade of len.lgh
na hfireann have released details in a
statement describing how Volunteers
carried out an operation in the heavily-
patrolled County Tyrone town of
Cookstown. ;
The British army has eslabhshefl
a number of fortified armoured posi-
tions along the centre of the town's
main street and increased the num-
ber of foot patrols around the bar-
racks which is sited in the centre of
the town. Despite these additional
the IRA Volunteers were
able to place an explosive device
adjacent to the Northern Bank on

British soldiers were slightly injured.
dicted

by local eyewitnesses who described
how one British soldier was less than a
foot away from the mine when it
exploded. They said that the para-
trooper’s back pack was blown ten
yards up the street while his helmet
went ten yards the other way. At this
point his uniform was in flames and
the local eyewitnesses said that he was
either dead or critically injured.

The IRA statement said that these
reports would fuel belief in nafional-
ist areas of Belfast that the British
crown forces, for the past year, have
been covering up the true casualties
suffered. Crown forces’ armoured
personnel carriers which are
attacked by the IRA are covered
almost immediately with tarpaulin
so that the extent of the damage is
hidden from view.

In an attack last week on the
Whiterock Road, in West Belfast, a
four pound Semtex blast grenade
blew a substantial part of the top and
side off an armoured Land-Rover at
a point where two British soldiers
were standing. Despite this the
crown forces claimed that two British
soldiers were again “only slightly
injured”.

M SOLDIER BLASTED

Yet another British soldier was
“slightly injured” in an IRA operation
on Monday 24 August. This occurred
during a British army mobile patrol in
the Twinbrook estate. IRA Volunteers,
operating from high ground, lobbed a

Thursday ing 20 August. How-
ever the device failed to detonate
and was later defused by. British
army technical officers.

Between Thursday night and Satur-
day the 22 August the East Tyrone
Brigade also claimed responsibility for
a series of bomb hoaxes in both Cook-
stown and Dungannon ensuring that
the crown forces were kept busy, and
tied down to specific locations
throughout both towns.

B ANTI-SOCIAL
BEHAVIOUR
RESPONDED TO

The statement continued by saying
that IRA Volunteers had taken military
action against Michael Sherlock in
Dungannon. The IRA said that this
person had been warned on many
occasions about serious anti-social
behaviour but had ignored the warn-
ings, and that recently he held a knife
to a shop assistant while stealing vari-
ous items out of the shop. He was
ordered by the IRA to leave Ireland
indefinitely.

The IRA statement concluded by
saying that the new owner of a Cash
and Carry store on the main Ballygaw-
ley Road has been receiving threaten-
ing phone calls supposedly being
made by ‘Oglaigh na hEireann. The
IRA said:

“The East Tyrone Brigade denies any
knowledge of these calls and when those

responsible are caught, the IRA will deal
severely with them.”

IRA regrets Ardoyne tragedy

THE IRA has expressed its deep regret over the death in Ardoyne
on Friday 21 August of Isobel Leyland. The 41-year-old mother of
four children was visiting her native Ardoyne from England and
was preparing to return on Friday when she was klillv.d byv stray
shots during an IRA attack on a British army patrol in Flax Street.

n a statement issued on Saturday 22
August, the Belfast Brigade Irish
Republican Army said that it “deeply
regrets the tragic death of Mrs Isobel Ley-

land during an operation in Ardoyne yester-
day”. Detailing what occurred the IRA
said:

“One of our Volunteers fired four

muml»_ ata British soldier standing in the
back of an armoured Land Rover, t‘m\vimb
ly Mrs Leyland and Jimmy Clarke were
struck by a number of these rounds. The
IRA extends its deepest sympathy to the
Leyland and Bradley jum-xlirs and hopes
for a speedy recovery for Mr Clarke
Isobel Leyland was laid to rest in
Belfast on Tuesday. Local Sinn Féin
councillors were among se i
dance at the funeral, R et n.atten
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Gerrymandering confinues

[ONALIST COMMUNITIES of Twinbrook and oy
skirts of West Belfast will remain ypg, &
alist-dominated Lisburn council if the

mendations of Maurice Hayes, District Electoral Are,
- ioner, are accepted by the Northern lreland. Office,
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Corruption probe in
Lisburn Council

THE RUC is to be called in to investigate corruption in Lis-
burn Council and an internal investigation started with the
local government auditor being called in.

he news broke after a meeting of the Council’s Works and Public Health

Committee where it was disclosed that a council officer had ordered
employees to deliver topsoil to his garden using council equipment during
council time. He also had a lorry load of gravel delivered to a relative. The
same council officer wanted quarry dust delivered to his own home using
council transport.

A source within the council has said that the written allegations against
this officer “were only the tip of the ice-berg” of corruption in the coundl It
has also been revealed that at least one councillor has been named in addition-
al allegations of corruption.

Orangemen on Ormeau Road
charges freed

SEVEN ORANGEMEN charged with causing a breach of the
peace and of disorderly behaviour during the Orange e
parade on the Ormeau Road on 8 July have had the dee
against them dropped. ‘ :
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Thc Senator’s words were pre-
dictably welcomed by unionists,
who have made the changing or dele-
tion of Articles Two and Three their
main precondition for proceeding
with Strand Two of the current talks
For the Official Unionist Party (OUP)
Ken Maginnis called Doyle’s declara-
tion “helpful”, though he added that
if the nationalist aspiration was writ-
ten into the constitution, there was
“no saying how it might be interpret-
ed in the future by the Supreme
COUY‘”.

Maginnis was obliquely referring
to the Supreme Court challenge
brought by OUP members the
McGimpsey brothers four years ago,
in which the Supreme Court ruled
that while there was no contradiction
between Article One of the Hillsbor-
ough Agreement and the South’s
Constitution, Articles Two and Three
represented a “constitutional impera-
tive”. That meant that there was an
obligation on the Dublin government
to work towards the reunification of
the country.

At the time the Supreme Court’s

Unionists welcome

A CALL to remove the claim to the national territory from
Articles Two and Three of the 1937 Constitution has come from
a Fine Gael Senator at the annual Michael Collins commemora-
tion at Béal na mBl4th. The territorial claim should be replaced
by an article “legitimising” the nationalist “aspiration”, but
stating that this could only be fulfilled with the consent of a
majority in the Six Counties, Senator Avril Doyle said.

judgement not only incensed union-
ists, but sent tremors through the
South’s neo-unionist establishment,
Fine Gael, the Progressive Democrats,
the Workers’ Party and assorted aca-
demics. Interestingly, the Dublin bar-
rister who had acted on behalf of the
McGimpsey brothers in 1988, Gerard
Hogan, also a prominent member of
Fine Gael, is now advising the union-
ist parties in Strand Two of the Talks
regarding their case on Articles Two
and Three.

As the talks are about to resume
next week, Articles Two and Three
are about to resurface as political foot-
balls. Unionists have been claiming
that the territorial claim is aggressive
and legitimises the IRA. In this they
have the support of several parties in
the South, including Fine Gael, who
have stated that the 1937 Constitution
should be reformed unilaterally, the
Workers’ Party who have described
the Articles as a “mandate for the
Provos”, and the Progressive
Democrats who have proposed an
amended Article Three which talks of
reunification “in harmony and broth-
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® KEN MAGINNIS

erly affection between all Irishmen”.

The unionist view is also support-
ed by the British government. Last
year the then Secretary of State Peter
Brooke called the Articles “unhelp-
ful”.

The Labour Party in the 26 Coun-
ties has been altogether more cau-
tious, and objected weakly to any
change on the grounds of ‘timing’.
Fianna Fail is, as always, internally
divided on the issue, but fearful of its
nationalist support base, is sticking to
the line that there should be no
change unless there is an all-embrac-
ing agreement — possibly involving
some form of ‘power sharing’ in the
North and an institutionalised role for
Dublin in the North’s affairs. Albert

(Gael ca

M BY HILDA
MAC THOMAS

Reynolds explicitly mentioned the
British claim to sovereignty over the
North, the Government of Ireland Act
of 1920, as forming part of the overall
discussion.

In the North, while Sinn Féin has
expressed opposition to changing the
articles the position of the SDLP is
somewhat unclear. Its leader John
Hume has made sweeping and gener-
al statements about all-Ireland agree-
ments superseding all previous
agreements, the ‘irrelevance’ of
sovereign claims in the context of a
new unified Europe, and the principle
that “nothing is agreed until all is
agreed” in the current talks.

Individual SDLP spokespersons,
sensing the concern of the northern
nationalist community at what might
be yet another abandonment by the
26-County government, have been
more vocal, especially coming up to
election time — Denis Haughey last
March for instance.

The most forceful case in favour of
retaining Articles Two and Three has
been made by groups like the Irish
National Congress, Forum 2&3 and
the Declaration for Peace in Ireland
group. It is they who earlier this year
focused attention on the fact that if
Articles 2 and 3 were amended unilat-
erally this would leave the British
claim on the North unchallenged,
remove the only official statement of
intent by the Irish people to reunify
their country and secure its indepen-

® Avril Doyle kicking the political
football of northern nationalists’
democratic rights

dence, and further marginalise the
northern nationalist community.

Opinion polls conducted in the 26
Counties last year and this year have
consistently shown a large majority of
people still wish their country to be
reunited, and that only a minority
support amending Articles 2 and 3 in
the current context. Northern nation-
alist concerns about unilateral
changes in the sovereign claim have
also been reflected in a series of edito-
rials in the Irish News earlier this year:
“Articles 2 and 3 must stay” (13
December 1991), “The necessity of
Articles 2 and 3” (6 January 1992),
“Acrticles’ repeal not the solution” (27
February 1992). This large body of
Irish opinion will weigh heavily on
the minds of the Dublin team and the
SDLP as talks resume next week, and
will make it difficult for them to give
in to unionist preconditions.

Britain rapped by
its own rep at UN

THE MURDER of human rights lawyer Pat Finucane continues
to haunt the British government with the raising of his killing at
a Geneva-based United Nations (UN) Sub-Commission on the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.

The meeting took place on Wednes-
day 19 August at the commission
which is a subsidiary of the Human
Rights Committee of the UN. Pat Finu-
cane’s murder was actually raised by
Britain’s own representative on the UN
Committee.

Professor Claire Palley, a constitu-
tional lawyer and former principal of
St Anne’s College, Oxford, also
launched a wide-ranging attack on
Britain’s legal record in the Six Coun-
ties.

During her comments Professor
Palley called for the audio and video
taping of those people arrested and
held under special powers in interro-
gation centres in the Six Counties.

That Britain, or any other country’s
representative should criticise their
own government at the UN is relative-
ly rare and this prompted a British For-
eign Office spokesperson to say that
she was an independent in her field
and that, “anything she says, we listen
to”.
What they had to listen to was Pro-
fessor Palley saying that the concerns
about intimidation by the RUC of
republican prisoners’ defence lawyers
was “wholly justified”, something
which British Foreign Officer minister
Douglas Hogg should take to heart,
especially after his atrocious comments
on these lawyers before Pat Finucane
was so brutally shot down in front of

his family. The lawyer was targeted for
death by the crown forces through
British army agent Brian Nelson. One
of the weapons used in the shooting
had earlier been stolen from a British
army barracks by a serving member of
the crown forces and this has caused
civil liberties campaigners to continue
to raise the killing.

A few weeks before Pat Finucane
was murdered Hogg accused “certain
solicitors” of being “unduly sympa-

e

® The UN is continuing to express their concern at the murder of soli
Finucane by pro-British agents

thetic to the IRA”.

The issuing of threats against
defence lawyers through their clients
by the RUC, was raised by UN rappor-
teur on the independence of the judi-
ciary and the protection of practicing
lawyers, Louis Joinet.

Also at Geneva was Stephen Living-
stone, vice chairperson of the
Belfast-based Committee on the
Administration of Justice who said
that suspicions surrounding the UDA
murder of Finucane “must be put to
rest, one way or another”. He contin-
ued by saying that “the UK govern-
ment cannot continue to ignore the
United Nations”.

Unfortunately given last Autumn'’s
criticism by the UN’s Committee
Against Torture of allegations of ill-
treatment by the RUC of prisoners in
their custody, and the abuses by the
RUC which continue, more interna-
tional pressure will need to be applied
before Professor Palley’s observations
will be heeded by either the British
government or their RUC puppets.

tor Pat

led to notice

S~ S e

| alert local Garda

EARLY on Tuesday morning 18
August two British army Puma
helicopters and a spotter plane
crossed from Fermanagh to
Monaghan. The British aircraft
crossed the border at Millbrook
and proceeded south for half a
mile in formation. They then
circled Clones.
On August 19, a British army
spokesperson confirmed the
incursion claiming that a pilot had
made a map-reading error.

However the three low-flying air-
craft had also flown over a Garda
checkpoint before heading towards
Clones. The gardai have since then
refused to acknowledge that the incur-
sion actually happened. A spokesper-
son for the gardai on Northern Sound

Monaghan townspeople were shocked to se
! the British choppers over their roofs which the

Air incursion in
Monaghan

radio stated that they had no record of
the incursion and “knew nothing
about it”.

Everyone saw this incursion and it
is a major point of discussion in the
town. Sinn Féin’s Pat Treanor told
AP/RN that “townspeople were
shocked to witness these British air-
craft flying low over the rooftops and
Garda denial of the occurrence is an
absolute joke”.

Earlier in the year British soldiers
crossed near Clones. The incursion led
to a lengthy debate in Clones UDC and
subsequent questions in Leinster
House resulting in David Andrews
allegedly taking up the matter with the
British government. Sinn Féin council-
lors Peter McAleer and Fintan
McPhillips have placed the latest
incursion on the agenda of the next
Clones UDC meeting.
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Peace requires

democracy,

freedom

Towards a
Lasting

and justice Peoce

THE CONTINUED DIVISION of Ireland and its people by the
British government requires a national response in Ireland and
the development of the maximum degree of political unity and
action possible in the peaceful pursuit of democracy and peace.

inn Féin has already commenced
this process with the resources it
has at its disposal. We will continue to

ally in defence of democratic, social
and economic rights;
@ establish democratic structures

argue in the 1 and inter 1
arenas for a British withdrawal and a
solution based on the creation of Irish
national democracy.

Britain has a responsibility to:
@ recognise the right of the Irish peo-
ple to self-determination;
@ change its current policy to one of
ending partition and handing over
sovereignty to an all-Ireland govern-
ment;
@ influence unionist attitudes to this

end;
@ consult with the Dublin government
to gain agreement on the process of
ending partition.

If Britain refuses to do this, the
Dublin government should:
@ win international support for Irish
national rights;
® mobilise support for this among
Irish people and their descendants liv-
ing abroad;
@ use every international forum at its

@ mobilise in Britain on Irish national

self-determination;
@ initiate debate with Northern union-
ists regarding national ification;

@ mobilise support in every aspect of
Irish life to secure national indepen-
dence;

@ review every treaty with Britain
regarding such issues as extradition;

@ organise nationally and internation-

hrough which the above can be imple-
mented.

B THE ROLE OF

NATIONALIST PARTIES

The Fianna Fiil and SDLP parties
have considerable influence in the
world’s power centres. They could and
should reject the British propaganda
view of “Britain as honest broker”.

If they believe that partition is not a
viable solution to the conflict they
must firmly reject any proposed solu-
tion which involves partition. They
should demand that Britain follow to
its logical end the claim that they are
neutral and formally accept the Irish
people’s right to self-determination.
They should highlight all abuses of
human rights in Ireland and demand
that the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) should
monitor the human rights abuses cur-
rently happening in the Six Counties.

B UNIONISTS

Unionists make up one fifth of the
Irish people and have a considerable
impact on the peace process. Peace
requires a settlement between Irish
nationalists and Irish unionists. This
debate cannot begin as long as Britain
guarantees the continuation of the artifi-
cial unionist majority in the Six Counties.

Bishops call for
all-inclusive talks

“EVERYBODY has to talk to everybody, because if people aren’t
talking, then nothing happens,” said American Archbishop
Daniel Pilarczyk echoing the Sinn Féin view that only all-inclu-
sive talks will resolve the conflict in the Six Counties.

rchbishop Pilarczyk of Cincinnati,
head of the delegation of seven
senior American Catholic clerics in the
Six Counties on a three-day fact-find-
ing mission was speaking on the BEC
on Wednesday 19 August. He went on
to say that “it was better to talk than
not to talk”, and that he “favoured dia-
logue w h all shades of political opin-
ion”.
Inclt d in the delegation were

Archbist > Robert Sanchez of Santa
Fe, secrel 7 of the US Bishops’ Con-
ference, / hbishop John Roach head
of the Int: ional Committee from St
Pauls polis and Bishop Ray-
monc f Alabama.

R 7 to the churchmen’s
call, ¢ Six-County chairper-
son M .aughlin said he wel-

"It was better to talk

than not to talk”
— Archbishop Pilarczyk

comed “their statement supporting
dialogue between all political influ-
ences here”, and he applauded the
clerics’ “stated purpose of appraising
themselves of all the issues, political
and economic, which have a bearing
on the problem here.

“I wish them every success and |
will be ensuring that they get copies of
Sinn Féin's outline for a peace process
to end the conflict, Towards a Lasting
Peace.”

|

The unionist veto must be ended.
To achieve national reconciliation the
deep-rooted fears of people must be
addressed. All the Irish people can
gain from a democratic settlement.

B THE EUROPEAN
DIMENSION

The process of political and eco-
nomic restructuring which is taking
place in Europe has raised the issue
of national self-determination. The
partition of Ireland which is anoma-
lous in international law should be
considered in this context. Many
European governments have already
accepted that Irish reunification is a
necessity if durable peace is to be
established. Already various EC
reports have recognised the ‘anoma-
lous’ status of Britain’s remaining
jurisdiction in Ireland. The CSCE is
empowered to carry out checks on
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B THE UNITED NATIONS

The situation in the North o{ I‘re-
land is a failure of the normal political
process and there is little reason to
have confidence in either }h.e British or
Dublin government’s wx_]hngness or
ability to resolve the conflict. In sth a
case it is possible for the Umt'ed
Nations to be requested to help with
the resolution.

The United Nation's Secretary Gen-
eral and the UN’s Decolonisation

Committee share a duty with member -

states to create the conditions in which
the “freely expressed will of the people
concerned” can reliably be ascertained.
This means firstly removing all forms
of repression. In Ireland this would
mean the removal of every barrier cre-
ated to enforce partition.

Those sincerely concerned with

on its role in Irelansp;::‘ls. ['%Uauﬁb-
cle 73 of the UN Chartey, " ¥ith y
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Sinn Féin does not o
placing of UN troops jn I"PPOH.
deadlocks encountereq du(-!hn‘i he
cess of British wnhd,,;‘"zr}.;"z
assisted towards 5 resol a! (uuldb!
UN. The UN could e rl:hnn byﬂ\
reconvene a conference m‘lumgd Y
involved. all Parti,
Peace requires the condj
democracy, freedom ang just itiong of
cate the causes of war, The It'! to "
have the same historica]mbpa’pk
sovereignty and nationhgqy flghl i
recognised in inlcrnational fox Which is
contravenes these laws and éPa .
national democracy ang natig s
ciliation. British rule jn Irelana]
democratic legitimacy ang }us"d has g
division and coercion, Ty, Tled
recognise the failure of pam{-shwm
Dublin government shoyjq asm“'
responsibility in relation to Sume jyy
either in cooperation with Briyfnﬁm
necessary independently, M or
The unionist minoriry have nop
to fear from a united Irelang mﬂ‘m‘
ing the veto will open up the | Rengy,
ty for constructive dialogue, Possi
Irish republic: ;
playing a cr;nstruacr:isv:rfo[mmm"
J € In 3
national democracy when the Bri"!!
government finally adopts 5 Poﬁnlth
withdrawal from Ireland. The Pam"'d
of Ireland and the British chi:?n
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date to monitor a decolonisaﬁo“m
cess in Ireland. As an interim
Sinn .Féin wou.k% propose that the [y
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® The full text of Towards a Lasting
Peace in Ireland and further informa-
tion can be obtained from Sinn Féin 3
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1, Phone
726100, Fax 733441 or 51/55 Falls
Road, Belfast, Phone 230261, Fax
231273 and from all party outlets
throughout the country.

_Survey shows bad nutrition
linked to poverty

| ARE current social welfare payments adequate for the dietary

needs of recipients? What are the long-term effects of unem-
ployment on the diet and health of socia! welfare claimants?

The Connolly Information Centre for the Un i
¢ [ employed in
Dublin has published a survey which deals with thesz ar)\’d oth-

er health issues.

D iet, Nutrition and Health was the title
of the second research publication
from the Connolly Information Centre
this year. The survey funded partly by
Combat Poverty aimed to “examine the
difficulties which are faced by those who
are dependent on social welfare”,

Within the south inner city, unem-
ployment rates are running at 80% in
some flat complexes, four times the
national average. Numerically this rep-
resents 17,500 people signing on at the
four local exchanges.

/.\nnlysing the dietary situation of
the u\qer—ci(y unemployed was not the
only aim of the survey. The Connol]
Information Centre also hope to ro):
mote the information required to aﬂow

people to understand the basic facts

about nutritional needs. They also co;
n-

si.dered the work of organisations who
aid people with low cost, and in some
cases, free meals.

The survey took the form of a six-
Page questionnaire which aimed to get
an estimation of the usual dietary
intake for an individual or a family
Eve; a seven—dax period. The survey
mr; :Kl’l:;s: ;]u_esuloned into the follow-

; a single perso, -
ent, married wi(hgtwnl:echu:i‘;:n,k::rl:i‘:i

with more than tw. i
358 P o children and old

clearly shows a 4j i

rect link bet:
:nlu:lmpluymenl and the ensuing ;‘)?r::
re fvels of poverty. The survey “rein-
orces the fact that the amount of

e
more examples of the ml::‘l]:d
commitment of the unempi

money available is of vital importanct
in the provision of a proper nutritionak
ly balanced diet”.

The Connolly Information Centre
demanded the Dublin government
introduce the levels of payments 3
detailed in the 1986 Commission o
Social Welfare Report. The Commis®
sion envisaged a basic paym_em 0;
between £50 and £60 which in
terms today would be subs(anu-\u!’l
higher. The report points out t L
children’s allowance is to0 low :
there has not been a signincmt ﬂz
since 1986 when the pa)’mf“‘w |
£15.05 for the first child com
£15.80 in 1992. ced the

The Connolly Centre u?chld“
launch of the report to hlshl‘gu
work of the centre. The ufﬂf""wsnu [
up 15 months ago on ™! - |
financial support. They
premises for a nomina %
Dublin Corporation an ‘
ur

workers in the centre. econd of o
s the sec [
The report was the oo k‘i:

the Connolly Centre h"Pek they 405 |
during the year. The wor despi ‘]
invaluable and their oufPut “1, e |
lack of funding is cons! er eyt |

arl” |
report and the Connolly Centr® |




An Phoblacht/Republlcan News

i, e A T S S

Thursday, 27 August 1992 — LEATHANACH 5

Tralee

H BY LIAM O COILEAIN

“I THINK IT’'S A DISGRACE. Nobody should be extradited to

the North or over to England. I wouldn't put a dead dog in the
hands of the British authorities,” said Paddy Joe Hill of the Birm-
ingham Six at last Saturday’s Munster rally in Tralee to protest
the proposed extradition of Angelo Fusco. “They’ve got no con-
ception at all about Irish people, and when it comes to judging
Irish people all common sense and decency goes out the window.
The only thing they are interested in is the same as they were
years ago, wiping out the Irish nation, that’s what it is all about,
incarcerating, butchering and murdering them.”

ill, after 16 years in prison in Eng-

land for something he didn’t do,
has reason to be unimpressed by
British justice. He agreed readily to
speak in support of extradition victim
Angelo Fusco at the march and rally
held in Tralee on Saturday 22 August
turning down three other speaking
engagements on behalf of other mis-
carriage of justice victims in England
to be there,’’because this is more
important, this is where it counts, this
is home”.

Fusco faces extradition to the Six
Counties for his part in the killing of
an SAS captain in 1980. He has since
served the equivalent of a life sentence
in Portlaoise Prison for escaping from
Crumlin Road Jail in Belfast before his
conviction.

He now lives in Tralee with his
wife, Mary, and their three children.
He argues that his offences were politi-
cally motivated, that the system of jus-
tice in the North, often condemned by
human rights groups, has not
improved, and that he should be left in

to visit his seriously ill mother.

he Emergency Bail Application
Theard by Justice Carswell on Fri-
day 21 August lasted six hours dl\-d
was attended by Belfast priest Fr
McCartney who offered to coll_t(l
Hanratty and remain with him during
his period of bail.

i e

peace to bring up his children.

The march itself was attended by
500 people from throughout Munster
and further afield, while the Rose of
Tralee Festival — also going on in the
town — meant that thousands more on
the streets heard the anti-extradition
message. Members of the Dublin and
Belfast anti-extradition committees
attended, as did two republican bands,
one from Dublin and one from Belfast.
The Cullyhanna Justice Group and the
Cork Unemployed Action Group were
also among the groups represented.

Extradition victims Dessie Ellis and
Robert Russell, both of whom were
handed over and subsequently
released, joined Hill and Fusco on the
platform, while local Sinn Féin Coun-
cillor Billy Leen chaired the proceed-
ings.

Leen called on people to support
the campaign and Angelo Fusco: “Go
to your TDs. I don’t care what your
party is. Go to your councillors and tell
them you do not support the handing
over of this man across the border, and

@ PADDY JOE HILL

do something about it. They can do it,
the other political parties.”

Robert Russell, extradited in 1988,
spoke of the British government’s
duplicity: “In 1989 the British govern-
ment, through Tom King, gave an
undertaking to Tony Sloan, Michael
McKee, Robert Campbell, Dingus
Magee and Angelo, that time served in
the 26-County prison of Portlaoise
would be the equivalent of time served
in the North. Last week, Joseph Doher-
ty and Michael McKee had meetings
with their legal representatives and
members of the Northern Ireland
Office. They overturned Tom King’s
commitment. Patrick Mayhew says
that Joseph Doherty will have to serve
nine years before he is even considered
for release, and Michael McKee will
have to serve a full nine years. This
means that Angelo Fusco is going to
have to serve another ten to 15 years
before he is even considered for

® ROBERT RUSSELL

release. I think that is scandalous.”

Paddy Joe Hill of the Birmingham
Six made an emotive speech on behalf
of Angelo Fusco, concentrating on the
duplicity of the Irish government and
the nature of British justice when it
comes to Irish defendants.

“There is an old adage, that your
own is the worst,” he said, “and
believe me it's true. I didn’t believe it
until I went into prison.” He then cata-
logued the years of silence and neglect
which he and his fellow miscarriage of
justice victims received from the
Dublin government. They initially
even refused to acknowledge Hill’s let-
ters. In September 1981 the third secre-
tary from the Irish embassy in London
finally visited Hill in prison. He spent
less than ten minutes with Hill. “The
reason was because I was an embar-
rassment to them. In fact he didn’t
even know my name. He didn’t even
know who the Birmingham Six were
before he came into the visiting room.
He promised to contact them again but
didn’t.”

He then spoke of the visit by a
Leinster House all-party delegation to
the six men in Long Lartin prison in
1987. They met the six men in the Edu-
cation Department of the prison and
spent 25 minutes. They then told the
men that they had to go to catch a
plane. On that occasion Hill told them
that there was another young miscar-
riage of justice victim that they should
meet, Gerry Conlon of the Guildford
Four. They refused.

“On that occasion three of the
Birmingham Six threatened to wreck
the Education Department if they
didn’t. So they did see Gerry Conlon.
And do you know the first words they
said to him? ‘Oh, you're the young
man whose uncle died in prison’, not
his father, his uncle. That's how little
they knew about us.

“Ladies and gentlemen, if you the
people of the South of Ireland ever get
an Irish government, believe me, it will
be a wonderful thing, because up until
now you've never had one.

“They talk about extradition. From
1986 onwards the Irish government
made certain representations to the
British authorities on our behalf. They
tried to say how bad we were treated,
but believe me, the British couldn’t

have done what they did to us without
the collaboration of the people in Lein-
ster House.

IIThey are ashamed of being Irish.
They forgot how they got this
country. They didn’t get it because the
British were generous or kind and
gave it to them. No, they got it because
Irish men and women laid down their
lives for it. What happened to us will
continue to happen and is still happen-
ing today.

“In 1987 Richard Mcllkenny wrote
a letter to Charlie Haughey,” Hill con-
tinued. “And I remember Charlie
Haughey said when he was in opposi-
tion in 1984 and ‘85 that there would
be no extradition until the complete
exoneration and compensation of the
Birmingham Six, Guildford Four and
the Maguires. And then what hap-
pened? He turned around and wrote
back and told us that extradition
would go ahead, irrespective of what
happened in our appeal. We told him
that if he signed the Extradition Act,
that we would not be out, that it
would take years before we got out.
And that’s exactly what did happen.”

““We haven’t got any rights or free-
dom over here. The only thing that
you people have is yourselves, and
believe me, without you people, peo-
ple like us would still be rotting in
prison today.”

Angelo Fusco then took the plat-
form and spoke of his and his family’s
experience of British occupation and of
his subsequent plight in the South. “I
brought my family south, here to
Tralee. We thought we would get sanc-
tuary here, but no.”

“The British government wasn’t
happy that I've served a life sentence.
They want me to serve another one, of
God knows how many years,” he said.
He also spoke of the NIO's decision to
make extraditees serve their full sen-
tences.

“Extradition is not just a political
tragedy but a human tragedy. It affects
me and my family,” he said. Pointing
to his daughter Maria, he said: “This
little girl was born when I was in
prison. This little lad (his son Joseph)
was a child, and this woman (his wife,
Mary) waited ten full years for me,
and now, if allowed, they will make
me do possibly another ten.”

Addressing himself to the people of
Kerry, he said: “If you support extradi-
tion to the North of Ireland or to Eng-
land, you are saying to the British
government that you have the right to
be in a part of our country, and that
every murderous act that they have
ever committed, from Bloody Sunday
to the shooting of innocent children
with plastic bullets, you're saying that
that’s okay because they have a moral
justification for being there. I'm saying
they have none, and I will ask you
people to tell them that, to tell ;.:our
government and my government to
end extradition now, because this
doesn’t stop with me. You could be
next.”

IN WHAT APPEARS to be a growing attitude of vindictiveness
towards republican prisoners by Six-County courts political
extraditee Gerry Hanratty has been refused compassionate bail

Gerry Hanratty was extradited
from Germany to the Six Counties on
Friday 14 August where he is wanted
on a charge of possessing weapons.

The Andersonstown republican
had earlier beaten charges in Ger-
many relating to IRA bomb-attacks

against British army bases there.

In refusing bail Judge Carswell
said that the “public interest” would
not be served by the granting of bail
and dictated that Hanratty should
remain in custody.

Carswell’s decision came despite
the fact that there has never been a
case of a republican prisoner in the Six
Counties who has escaped while out
on compassionate bail.

Last year another republican
prisoner Marie Wright was denied

Six-County courts increasingly vindictive = .o

the right to visit her dying father in
hospital. Again it was Justice Car-
swell who denied Wright parole on
4 January 1991 saying that he did
not want to put members of the
‘security forces’ at risk by releasing
her. The following day Marie
Wright's father died. On 6 January
she was granted four hours parole
to attend her father’s funeral. This
time was further reduced because
Wright was delayed for an hour
before being released

©® GERRY HANRATTY
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B FINE GAEL —
BRITAIN'S PUPPETS

ONCE AGAIN Fine Gael used the occasion of the annual Michael
Collins commemoration at Béal na mBléth to engage in the most outra-
geous outpourings of political hypocrisy.
hile commemorating a man who helped organise the IRA’s campaign
against the British forces and their agents in Ireland in the 1920s in a revo-
lutionary struggle for a 32-County republic, Fine Gael’s Avril Doyle called for
the claim to Irish unity to be deleted from the 1937 Constitution.

Fine Gael’s role in Irish politics is openly and demonstrably that of apolo-
gists and political agents for the British state. While actively working through
the Southern political institutions for the abandonment of any responsibility to
Northern nationalists and the erosion of neutrality, sovereignty and control by
Irish people over their own affairs, they maintain close ties to the most reac-
tionary force in Irish politics — the political leaders of Six-County loyalism.

Indeed a prominent member of Fine Gael is acting as an adviser to the loyal-
ists in the Mayhew talks process. Fine Gael in cooperation with the loyalists are
spearheading the current campaign against Articles Two and Three. Both are
acting as surrogates for British rule in Ireland, seeking to consolidate the British
presence and copperfasten partition. In this they must be opposed by the unit-
ed forces of progress and democracy in this country.

The clear message must be sent out that the national claim to unity and inde-
pendence is not for sale at any price and that people must not be fooled into
believing that such a move would in any way bring peace to the North. It is no
coincidence that the party most abject in its subservience to Britain is also the
most vicious in its attacks against the working class.

B GOVERNMENT
BY SECRECY

ON 19 June as the Maastricht referendum votes were being counted it
emerged in a newspaper article that Albert Reynolds had as Minister for
Finance in 1990 authorised low cost loans to the EC nuclear industry.
These loans, which ran to billions of pounds, would subsidise the devel-
opment of reprocessing facilities at Sellafield in Britain.
The Dublin government has a stated policy of calling for the closure of Sell-
afield, but during the 26-County presidency of the EC in 1990, Reynolds
had to sanction financial decisions of the European Commission, decisions
which helped fund Sellafield and British Nuclear Fuels. The Irish people did
not know that Reynolds had taken this decision. They still don’t know whether
the cabinet actually discussed the sanctioning of the loans. They don’t know
how many other similar decisions have been taken that conflict with the stated
licy.
poOn 8 June 1988, the cabinet of the Dublin government met and discussed the
increase of export credit insurance on beef exports to Iraq, insurance that was to
be limited to only two companies. The cabinet records of this meeting have
become a crucial part of the Beef Tribunal to which Dublin government minis-
ters are no longer answerable.

The decision by the Supreme Court on Friday 21 August this year in favour
of absolute cabinet confidentiality means that 26-County governments are
unaccountable to either their Leinster House colleagues or the Irish citizens
who elect them. The Tribunal has become irrelevant. Its work so far has led
back consistently to the cabinet and their policy decisions, decisions which are
now “confidential”.

When the recent debacle over RTE and Section 31 is taken into account it is
obvious that the Dublin government is operating censorship at every possible
political level. Now not only can they deny access to the media they can also
censor what is disclosed of their own day-to-day work.

How many other cabinet meetings have discussed crucial topics such as
those mentioned above? How many other critical decisions have been taken
without the public being informed?
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1,500 lay-offs

in one week
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26-County economy:

hese numbers will impose a
Tcolleclive economic hard-
ship in at least five towns across
the 26 Counties. Those wk}o are
forced into redundancy will _cul
back on their own consumption
and spending, causing a knock-
on effect in each of thg shops
and businesses of Ballinasloe,
Tuam, Kilcoole, Limerick ar‘\d
Waterford. These towns will
ultimately pay the cost for these
redundancies, costs which v_nll
be greater than the initial job
“shedding”’ announced last
week. ;

The economic policies in
effect last week are no different
than those the Dublin govern-
ment stood by last year when,
in the face of mounting unem-
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IRELAND

Another IDA
disaster as
flagships go

under

M BY NEIL FORDE

LAST WEEK within 48 hours four IDA flagships hit

the rocks. Wang,

wan& and a company called
Varian were heralded in the
early 1970s as the symbols of a
new Silicon Valley in the south
and west of Ireland. They were
the beginnings of computer hard-
ware fnnnuhc!uring in the 26
(?ounhes, an industry that never
lived up to its expectations and
one that is now dying. Varian
became Pulse, a company that
now emPluys 1,600 people world-
wide. The Pulse redundancies
will push unemployment jin
Tuam to over 2,000 pc’nple out a
Population of 7,000, H

Airmotive, P
, Pulse and AT Cro
announced redundancies not v

factors in the 26 Counties,
d_nsputes or wage costs bu
“international conditions”.

because of economic
not because of industrial
t because of a variety of

Tuam still has an empty IDA
forward factory to housf:ybusi-
ness which would replace the
closed sugar plant. It remains
empty. However another empty
industrial plant has been turned
into a local enterprise centre.
The logical action for the IDA
would be to offer the centre the
same aid and subsidies that
would be afforded to a multina-
tional.

o Between 1980 and 1990 the
A spent £89.5 million in
Brants and subsidies to comput-

€ manufacturers. £16.6 million

Y
~,

@ Sean Donnelly, executivé
director of the IDA
of this went to Wang. This does
not count the substantial public
sector contracts that Wang ha%®
received, the Dep.ulmen_l o
Education and ESB being |.usl
two. Now Wang is sheddl{‘f
jobs in Ireland not because O;u‘
bad performance in lmw:w
rather the losses incu det-e
parent company it the
States. e
“A leaner organisatio® V"“t
its workforce lrimmtd i
5,000, is how Malachy Sm‘l_o‘
Wang's regional directo?
Europe, described the IO sy
es. The truth is that the s
into which the IDA pump:’m.
much money finds it 10 i
ingly difficult to compet®
the Far Eastern computef o
ufacturers. The Wang oper’ i
in Ireland has rcn\.)med‘\ !
itable. Why has the 1D¢
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Clearly there is a widespread  exercise B love e
failure in

the Dublin govern-
ment’s economic policies, in the
institutions it has created to
implement its policy decisions
IDA, Fis, Céras Trachtala, in its
Bovernment departments and in

its own politicians.

Berlie Ahern personifies the

crisis that grips the Dublin
government. His reaction to
AlB’s decision to raise its inter-
est rates was to describe the
increase as “particularly unwel-
come”. The increase in the
banks’ lending rate is a move
which could cripple not only
many mortgage holders but
also the many small domestic
businesses that depend on
overdraft facilities to operate on
a day-to-day basis.

Why could Ahern not
motivate himself to pressurise
the banks? Could he not force
the state’s most profitable
institutions to consider the
public interest? No. The fol-
lowing day the Central Bank
raised its rates. Most econom-
ic textbooks will tell you that
the central bank should call
the shots and set a state’s fis-
cal agenda, but not it seems in
the 26 Counties. AIB's actions
were overshadowed by the
48-hour spate of redundancy
announcements. The real mes-
sage is that Ahern and his
department cannot or will not

omy.

Now more than ever mone-
tarism as an economic dogma
has been shown to have failed
the 26-County economy, the
markets have failed and those
who advocate a free market
economy have no alternatives.

The creation of wealth in the
economy over the ten year
monetarist experiment has been
substantial. But it is meaning-
less if it is created by freezing
employees’ wages or replacing
jobs with machinery partly
funded by the IDA. It is mean-
ingless if the wealth is not rein-
vested in the local economy
from where it was first generat-
ed. It is meaningless if it does
not involve all citizens of the
state.

The Irish National Organisa-
tion of the Unemployed on
Tuesday 25 August offered a set
of proposals to the Dublin gOV-
ernment to respond to the jobs
crisis. Action was the key word.
Action on investment, a nation-
al jobs policy, the use of the
PESP to create Area Based
Strategy Regions especially for
Waterford, that the government
act on the interest rate increas-
es, that sectoral plans be imple-
mented for all areas of the
economy and most importantly
that the unemployed should
not have to pay the cost of eco-
nomic failure.

® Bertie Ahern —

>rofitable institutions to consider the public interest

economic agenda

Sreparedl : RSt tations T ing the
vasn’t prepared to force the state’s most @ The financial institutions in Ireland are setting t

£ 3 <
@ Malachy Smith, described 500

made it a stipulation as part of
its funding that profitable
enterprises cannot shed jobs?

AT Cross Ireland had by
1986 contributed $50 miIhQn
dollars in tax free profits to its
US parent company. Cross came
to Ireland in 1972 The decision
was clinched over a night of
Irish hospitality when JI)A
executives wined and dm(‘vd
their potential investors 'lh_ls
story has been repeated in
numerous other cases through-
out the IDA’s existence.

redundancies as creating ““a leaner organisation’”

Waterford Glass and Airmo-
tive are Irish cc ies also hit

Waterford are yet another

by the international rece>si«l>n.
In both cases the redundancies
announced highlight the double
standards that apply in indus-
trial development and econom-
ic planning.

Waterford Wedgewood had
once also been a “blue riband”
(to use the IDA term) company
but “international downturns”
have over the past three years
tarnished its reputation. The
500 redundancies announced in

1L in dubious manage-
ment decisions which threaten
the long-term future of the
Waterford city plant.

Now it seems that Water-
ford is just a marketable inter-
national brand that can be
made anywhere in the world.
Though the parent company is
in Ireland, it has been decided
that the parent company should
endure the most culs. Water-
ford has been in decline for at
least the last three years, during

» Wi
this time the IDA and the
Dublin government have
ignored the long-term implica-
tions of the Waterford’s man-
agement urge to source crystal
production outside Ireland. The
Dublin government’s silence on
this issue for the last three years
is inexcusable.

irmotive has fallen victim
Annl of international con-
ditions as claimed but of a
restructuring of Aer Lingus.
In 1980 Airmotive was a new

Indersta

: @er;iﬁs-‘

thin 48 hours three of the IDA’s flagship companies announced red indancies

subsidiary of Aer Lingus ser-
vicing and refurbishing jet
engines. It now has contracts
with 35 airlines. Aer Lingus
has now also built with IDA
assistance Team Aer Lingus
which also services and refur-
bishes jet engines.

The fact that the IDA helped
fund Team Aer Lingus without
envisaging the effects on Air-
motive, that they have igncred
Waterford Wedgewood’s three-
year-old plan to source crystal
production outside Ireland, that

deals are clinched over a haze
of ‘hospitality” is testament to
gross incompetence not only on
their part but also on that of
successive Dublin govern-
ments.

The IDA are currently fight-
ing government plans to
restructure the organisation. It
is an organisation that pushes
its own political agenda which
has been shown yet again to
have failed. It has for years lec-
tured the Irish public. It is
strangely silent now.
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IN THE immediate area surrounding Crumlin Road Jail
the forces of the unionist regime, the RUC, were taking
elaborate precautions against any possibility of demon-

strations. A cordon was

thrown around the prison

while police cars and tenders patrolled.

As the time approached 8am
a large crowd began to
assemble on the periphery of
the police cordon. The mood of
the people was sombre yet defi-
ant and here and there 2 woman
would kneel in silence and
begin to pray. This example was
soon followed and others began
to kneel. At times the sombre
and gentle murmuring of peo-
ple praying was broken by the
whine of police tenders.

Within the Victorian struc-
ture of the ‘Crum’ in the jail’s
death cell on ‘C’ Wing, a young
man of 19 years spent the last
moments of his life with a digni-
ty which surely won the respect
of those who watched over him.

Tom Williams, a young
‘epublican from the Clonard
rea of Belfast awaited the sen-
ence imposed by British justice:
“To be hung by the neck until
lead”.

Britain had sought its pound
f flesh from yet another Irish
nan and at precisely 8am the
jritish executioner, Albert Pier-
epoint, coldly watched as Tom
aounted the steps of the scaf-
old, then place a noose around
‘om’s neck and, as he had done
o many times before and after

Tom'’s execution he pulled the
lever which released the trap
door down through which Tom
dropped.

On the stroke of 8am, a
crowd of about 200 loyalists,
who had come to gloat, began to
sing. Their intention was to cele-
brate the death of a young Irish
man and to incite those nation-
alists who had came to pray and
pay him their last respects.
When this failed the loyalists
then began to chant and cheer.
Such was the ferocity of the
attempt to incite that the police
reluctantly moved in and
pressed the loyalists back into a
side street.

Some distance from the jail,
in the Clonard area, a crowd
several hundred strong gath-
ered in Bombay Street, the street
where Tom Williams had lived,
They moved to No 44, Tom's
Cranny Fay’s house, and stood
in silent and tearful tribute,
Throughout nationalist Belfast
black flags were hoisted while
people filed into Catholic
churches where mass was being
celebrated from 6am onwards.
In some areas the churches were
unable to close until 8pm
because workers returning from

work sought to honour Tom
Williams and pray for the
repose of his soul.

Irish history may record
those who lay down their lives
for Irish freedom as being
unique and engage in tales of
their heroic exploits. But the
truth of the matter is that these
people were ordinary people
and what they had in common
was the burning desire to
remove Britain from Ireland.

Tom Williams was not so
very different from other
young men of his generation. As
a boy he played with other chil-
dren and got up to all sorts of
antics. As he grew older he
lived life to the full. He worked
for a living and enjoyed a bit of
craic. When he was able to
afford it he went to dances.

Although Tom engaged in
the social activities of his time,
he nevertheless revealed quali-
ties which did set him apart
from those of his generation. He
was a quiet, serious minded 19-
year-old with a dedication and
maturity beyond his years. He
was a soldier fighting a cause
which was centuries old — the
abolition of British rule in Ire-
land.

Although a slightly built lad
of fair complexion and medium
height, Tom nevertheless car-
ried an aura of authority and
deep sincerity which gained

him the respect of his comrades
and the love of the people he
was raised with in the Clonard
area of Belfast.

Tom Williams, as a Volun-
teer of the Irish Republican
Army, took very seriously his
position as a soldier and he dis-
played a willingness to fight.
This was also combined with a
sharp forward thinking mind.

Tom’s mother died in child
birth when Tom was still a baby
himself; his father remarried
and moved to Dublin and Tom
was reared with his Granny
Fay. It was from his Granny Fay
that Tom, at a very early.age,
got his republican education.

From her, Tom learned a
substantial part of his country’s
history, of the 1916 Easter Ris-
ing in Dublin and of the people
who led it, of the Tan war and
how a section of Irish people
sold out to the British and
accepted partition,

As soon as his age permitted
Tom sought for and gained
entry into Fianna Eireann, He
joined his local slua in the 1930s
?md from there he went on to
join Oglaigh na hEireann —
where he was to become Officer
Coqmmnding (el Cumpany
Belfast Battalion, 4

Although there
nr'g,.misul militqry Campaign
being waged against the British
at this time there was still much
work to be done as republican

was no

men and women sought to
ensure that Britain was con-
stantly reminded that Irish peo-
ple had the right to self-
determination.

‘C’ Company met regularly
at what had to be secret ren-
dezvous points and safe houses
in order to keep a network run-
ning which provided reports of
up-to-date events. At one of
these meetings Tom reported on
a decision, made by the Battal-
ion Staff, that the 1916 Easter
Rising was to be commemorat-
ed.

Given that the law at the
time stated that a gathering of
more than three people in one
place constituted an illegal gath-
ering and was an arrestable
offence, the commemoration
would have to be organised
with strict military precision.

The plan drawn up by the
Belfast Battalion involved shots
being fired over the top of
police vehicles in two areas des-
ignated by the Battalion Staff.
All Volunteers privy to the plan
were given strict orders that no
shots were to be fired at any
RUC member. The idea behind
the plan was that the distraction
resulting from an armed attack
would force the police into the
tWo areas and this would leave
the remaining three areas free
for the IRA to conduct com-
memorations.

In his report to the Company
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® Tom Williams —id not fire the fata] shots but was selected by the British government to die

Tom explained thatthe plapy
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it really entailefi ¢ peacefy]
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the operation.
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dump and brmgopt:m to the
other five for the Ulon, The

three would also retrieve them
from the Volunteers once the
operation was completed.

The five young men gathered
at an arranged rendezvous
where they collected the
weapons. They then walked up
Clonard Street to the junction of
Cawnpore Street/Clonard
Street. The operation was well
rehearsed and, it seemed, organ-
ised to the last detail. As
instructed by Tom, when the
police car arrived the five men
would fire shots over the top of
it then run to the corner of
Cawnpore Street entry where
Pat, Madge and Greta would be
Wwaiting to collect the weapons.
That, at least, was the plan.
What happened was a com-
ple(ely different story.

When the police car arrived
the Volunteers fired shots over
the top of the car and then made

good their escape. The weapons
were then handed to Pat Simp-
son and the two women and the
five Volunteers made their way
down the entry to the back of
No 53 Cawnpore Street: Nora
O’Brien’s house. One of the
women, Greta Nolan, had
already entered the house. The
other, Madge McConville, was
still making her way down the
entry with Pat Simpson when
she spotted an RUC member
named Murphy turning into the
entry and walking behind them.
The pair walked on into the
house and informed the others
what they had seen.

At this point Murphy
entered into the back yard .nnd
fired a shot. It caught Tom

Williams and he fell wounded.
Four of the other Volunteers
turned their weapons on where
they believed the initial shot

had come from. Constable Mur-
pPhy was hit several times and
he fell dead.

The police had, at this point,
Surrounded the house and
called upon the Volunteers to
surrender, Believing they would
be sl\(?t the Volunteers decided
;)o resist. Joe Cahill and Jimmy

erry went to where Tom
Williams had fallen and carried

him to the upstairs of the house

and put him on the bed.

The police, meanwhile, had
gained entry into the house and
kh:cy Proceeded to march Nora
O ‘l}rlen and her daughter,
iaire, up the stairs while point-
Ng a pistol at Maire’s head. On
seeing this, and believing the
police were intent on killing
Nora and her daughter, the Vol-
unteers surrendered.

At this point the RUC mem-
bers began to brutalise the cap-
tured men. One of the RUC
members went over to the bed
\\'I:\ere Tom Williams lay and
said: “There’s no reason why
We can’t shoot this bastard...””
Joe Cahill broke away from his
captor and threw himself bodily
over Tom to protect him saying
““Over my dead body”’. It is
Probable that but for this the
RUC would have “finished off”
Tom Williams.

Evidence was given at the tri-
al that Tom Williams was
alleged to have said in a state-
ment that he suggested firing on
a police car in protest against
English occupation of Ireland
and that nobody but him fired
at Constable Murphy.

Although the jury made a
recommendation of mercy in
the case of Patrick Simpson
because of his age, the Court of
Criminal Appeal dismissed the
recommendation.

Delivering judgement the
Lord Chief Justice declared that
there was sufficient evidence of
a common design to commit the
felonious act of shooting at the
occupants of the police car and
subsequently to resist arrest, if
necessary, by the use of
firearms. He found all six guilty
and sentenced them to death.

Considerable pressure was
brought to bear on the British
government to have the Volun-
teers reprieved. But Britain was
intent on having its pound of
flesh and of the six men sen-
tenced to be executed one was
finally selected to die.

The sentences of Joe Cahill,
Pat Simpson, Harry ‘Dixie’ Cor-
doner, John Oliver and Jimmy
Perry were commuted to penal
servitude for life. Tom Williams
alone was to hang and the date
given for his execution was 2
September.

This decision, that five
would be reprieved and one
would hang was communicated
to DP Marrinan, solicitor for the
six men. He immediately went
to Crumlin Road Jail and spoke
with all six. He informed them
he had very good news for all of
them with the exception of Tom.
When the five realised their
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® Tom'’s friend and comrade Joe Cahill who prevented the RUC from

\ N

shooting Tom again as he lay wounded

comrade Tom was to be execut-
ed they embraced him warmly.
“Don’t worry about me,” Tom
said to them, “I’'m ready to die.”

When news of the death sen-
tence had been announced vari-
ous committees sprang up
throughout the length and
breath of Ireland, as well as
abroad. Many believed the
British would succumb to the
numerous appeals for clemency
in the case of Tom Williams.
Judicially the evidence was in
Tom’s favour. He could not
have fired the fatal shot as he
himself had been shot and had
lain wounded on the floor.

When the solicitor Marrinan
went to Tom and informed him
there was still hope of a reprieve
Tom's attitude reflected that of a
people which have bore cen-
turies of British occupation and
injustice. He was resigned to his
fate and determined he would
not show cowardice in the face
of the enemy.

he night before the execution

final appeals were lodged
with the British Governor for the
Six Counties. A statement issued
in his name simply said:

“His Grace, the Governor of
Northern Ireland, has consid-
ered the further petition submit-
ted in the case of Thomas ]
Williams, prisoner lying under
sentence of death in HM Prison
Belfast, and has decided that the
law must take its course.”

Late that night Tom was vis-
ited in the condemned cell by
his solicitor, his uncle Charles
Fay, his brother Richard and his
Granny Fay. Tom, who took
calmly the news that petitions
for his reprieve had failed,
asked Marrinan to convey the

following message to all who
had interested themselves on
his behalf: “Thank all for their
efforts to save me. I am quite
resigned if it is God’s Holy Will
and if it is done for Ireland.””

During the visit Tom gave
Marrinan the following message
for his comrades: ““Be brave to
the end men. Goodbye and God
bless.”

In a message to his comrades
in the Republican Movement he
wrote:

““Carry on no matter what
odds are against you. Carry on,
no matter what the enemy calls
you. Carry on no matter what
tortures are inflicted on you.
The road to freedom is paved
with suffering, hardship and
torture. Carry on my gallant
comrades, until that certain
day.”

On that Wednesday morning,
2 September Tom Williams
attended mass and received the
Eucharist. ~ Afterwards he
marched with no show of fear, to
the scaffold to meet his execution-
er. At precisely 8am Pierrepoint
executed young Tom Williams.

The British continue to hold
Tom Williams. His remains lie
within the walls of Crumlin
Road Jail and various appeals
made to the British to allow his
remains to be reinterred on the
outside have fallen on deaf ears.
Let this, his 50th anniversary, be
the year that Tom’s remains can
be interred in his rightful place
of burial so that relatives,
friends and old comrades — as
well those of the present genera-
tion — can pay him the respect
he surely deserves.

“Brave Tom Williams we
salute you and we never shall
forget.”
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The ROT sets in

W BY DARA Mac NEILL

RIGHT FROM THE VERY START Il nail my colours
firmly to the mast. And Ill take them down from
there for no man or woman. The Rose of Tralee is the
most crucial annual event in this country.

Them I've said it. Now let me
explain my Pauline conver-
sion. There I was idly listening
to a very dull radio phone show
some days ago, when all of a
sudden I was struck from the
blue. A female caller was busily
extolling the virtues and assort-
ed glories of the yearly event.
On and on she droned and
then, in the most casual fashion,
delivered the telling comment.
Speaking of the contestants, our
intrepid caller remarked, “Ah
sure, and if we can’t laugh with
them we’'ll laugh at them.”
God, Tlove this country.

For years I had like others
sneered and jeered when this
annual carnival of bad taste
rolled into town, admittedly
someone else’s town. The radio
caller twigged me to a deeper
truth. Tuning into RTE's exten-
sive coverage of ROT con-
firmed my suspicions. Gaudy,
tacky, tasteless, naff and very
unfunny. All of these, yes. But
ROT is more, much more. It's
about us” About Ireland. About
how we see ourselves. About
how we want ourselves to be
seen, and crucially, which pro-
jected image of ourselves we
believe we will most benefit
from. Simply put, ROT is a
most vital annual barometer,
whereby we can judge whether
the previous year’s efforts at
dragging Ireland a little further
into the 20th Century have
bome fruit or otherwise.

Coy, shy, simple, honest,
pure... good clean family enter-

tainment, with just enough of
the nod n” wink stuff thrown in
to keep the nudge nudge ele-
ment content. And all nicely
packaged by Mr textbook citi-
zen himself, Gay Byme.

The contestants journey from
all over — Australia, the US,
New Zealand — all sporting
names like Mary Cullen or Anne
OReilly. All tell tales of how their
fathers, mothers and grandpar-
ents originally departed from the
auld sod. Tales, at once poignant,
but ultimately reassuring. The
diaspora, the haemorrhage of
young and talented from this
island is ultimately a comforting
thing. Sure didn't they all do well
and didn’t they transfer their
Irishness on to their offspring,
offspring who return annually to
reaffirm their bastardised nation-
ality? “Do you feel more Irish or
English/German/American?” is
the commonest query. As if to
prove that we haven't lost them.
Ultimately, they still belong to
Ireland. Where would ROT be
without the scandal of emigra-
tion?

And just what sort of a sense
of that nationality do they
reaffirm whilst here? One that no
longer exists. The questions
Byrne asks reveal all: “What
about the man in your life?”
“When do you see yourself get-
ting married?” More assump-
tions than queries. Just once
you’d love for one of them to
turn to Byrne and declare, coyly
of course, that they’ve no real

interest in men. Or at least, dis-
play open horror at the prospect
of getting hitched. And then
there’s the queries about how the
contestant is getting on with her
escort — “Any jizz there?” Cue
blushing contestant and yahoo-
ing audience. Sex without the
mention of the ‘S’ word.

All these women display an
unholy devotion to the straight
and narrow. Church, family, job,
a recognition of the “impor-
tanc f the institution of mar-
riage. No unemployment, no
poverty, no diverse sexuality.
Nothing queer or unnatural.
Thus, the ROT is not an

anachronism. It is not a throw-
back to another age. It is a
paradigm of modern Ireland: ill
at ease with modernity, with
urban decay, massive poverty,
marital breakdown, sexuality.
What ROT promotes no longer
exists, outside a few tourist
brochures. But we are a nation

with a fear of the future, a cul-
ture dependent on dollars and
marks. So this is the face we
throw up to the world, a face
the radio caller recognised that
we can laugh at in private. As
long as ROT remains big, we'll
continue to remain cowering in
the long shadow it casts.

Boycott of National Section

Australia

THE Australian Irish Congress (
boycott of the National Austra
sidiaries on Wednesday 26 Augu

Bank

AIC) launched an international
lian Bank (NAB) and its sub-
st. The boycott is in response to

the refusal of the NAB to implement effective measures to end

discriminatory employment pr
NAB’s wholly-owned subsidiary

eading Irish civil rights campaigner
Oliver Kearney, visiting Austra

said the boycott was the only effect

e
y to force the NAB to change the
Northern Bank’s employment prac-
tices.

“Catholics make up 42% of N
ern Ireland’s population, yet the
Northern Bank’s workforce is only
18.5% Catholic and only 8% at senior
managerial level. It is economic
apartheid,” Kearney said.

“The NAB is responsible for this
appalling discrimination, but refuses to
undertake an effective affirmative
action programme. The NAB has also
refused to meet with me or the AIC to
discuss the problem.” He added: “The
boycott v ill talk to the NAB in the only
language ‘hey seem to listen to — dol-
lars and cents. I am absolutely confi-
dent that 'nternaticnal pressure will
make the N AB reconsider its position. 1
ask all Australians to support the boy
cott just as ! ey supported sanctions

"

actices at the Northern Bank,
in the Six Counties.

against South African apartheid.”

The office of the Comptroller, or
Treasurer, of the City of New York will
name a representative of the AIC as i
nominee at the next NAB shareholders
ing, due early in 1993. The city of
New York, which opposes the bank’s
discrimination, owns $563,000 worth
of NAB shares.

Peter Moss, AIC spokesperson said:

“We will be asking Australian peo-
ple and organisations to withdraw
their accounts with the NAB. We will
also pressure building societies and co-
ops to cut all ties with the bank. And
we will lobby NAB shareholders to
support a motion for change at the
next NAB general meeting.”

Included in the boycott are the
NAB-owned banks and economic
interests in many countries. The boy-
cott has so far received promises of
active support from groups in the
USA, Britain, Ireland, France, Den
mark, Sweden and Norway

meel

131 protest
at international
conference

OVER 150 TV news chiefs will gather in Dublin next week for
the 51st annual meeting of the European Broadcasting Union’s
(EBU) News Working Party, hosted by RTE.

ronically it is 20 years since this
Ia.xsembly was last held in Dublin, the
same length of time for which RTE has
practiced a rigid form of pol
sorship through Section 31 of

casting Act. To register this F.
inform broadcasting or,
journalists from abroa
l cen- 31, Sinn Féin plans to n
eBroad-  stration at the meeting.

During three days the gathering of |
heads of news from broadcasting |
organisations throughout Europe, as
well as from South America, North |
Africa and Asia, will meet in the con-
ference centre of Dublin Castle to dis-
cuss future developments in
news-gathering and news exchanges |
between the members of the EBU. The
EBU has been enlarged to accept for-
mer “Soviet-bloc” ccuntries. This EBU
meeting should be the largest of this
group in recent years.

Sinn Féin intends to stage a pick- |
et outside the meeting at Dublin
Castle beginning at 1pm on Tuesday
1 September. As many people as
possible are asked to register their
opposition to political censorship,
and RTE’s disgraceful position of
enforcing a wider and illegal inter-
pretation of Section 31 by attending
the picket.
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Du/Bin advance
put Clare take
the Kudos

M BY BREANDAN MAC
% { FOOTBALLERS made exceedin
BLE of overcoming a brave but limited

RUAIRI
gly heavy
semi-final]

from unfancied Clare. The novelty of the
team'’s first semi-final appearance since 1917
Murs teed another bumper crowd and the emotion
6 the event was palpable. The football itself was
ense and exciting though seldom of classic Propor-

tons-
final whistle saw Dublin

ahead by five points, large-
VW of the.n' gmate{fon!n-
dence and experience which
WM a vital edge all
geough. In football terms there
was little to choose between
two competent and superbly

it outfits.

The sky-blues will be
W to have booked their
gmal place but concern must be
endemic in the camp as this
game laid bare many of their
weaknesses. A major question
mark lies over their, once seem-
ingly unstoppable, march to
glory. If Brian McEniff and his
colleagues study carefully the
film of the game, a formula for
upsetting the metropolitans
must surely be attainable.

Aggressive forward running
by some Clare forwards
demonstrated clearly that the
much vaunted Dublin half-back
line is far from invincible; a
more complete forward divi-
sion would have reaped a
greater reward.

Dublin captain Tommy Carr
was frequently roasted by lively
comer forward Padraic Con-
way while John O'Leary’s vul-
nerability under the high ball
was again vividly exposed as
Conway flicked home a first
half goal out of the keeper’s
hands. Fortune spared
O'Leary’s blushes and the refer-
eedisallowed what looked a
legitimate score. Another
whistler was less tolerant of the

Balbriggan player’s indiscre-
tions in the Leinster Final a few
years back when Colm
O’Rourke inflicted a similar
embarrassment on him,
O’Leary would be well advised
to employ a safety first punch
out should such a problem con-
front him in future,

Midfield continues to bea
nightmare for the Leinster
champions. David Foran strug-
gled and was eventually
replaced by Paul Bealin who
made a solid contribution, even
managing to get away with
fouling the ball when putting
Mick Galvin through for the
third goal. Paul Clarke coun-
tered Clare’s dominance of this
sector with great heart. He for-
aged with considerable success,
made several telling forward
runs and kicked a few impor-
tant points.

Vinnie Murphy was the star
of the Dublin attack; two goals
and a point is a handsome
return. This season he has man-
aged to combine the requisite
consistency with his undoubted
skills. His ability to clean out
the Clare full-back line, particu-
larly early on, was a deciding
factor. The switch of Aidan
Moloney to full back did curb
the Trinity Gaels player to some
degree but his capacity to
wreak havoc remained undi-
minished.

The Dublin half-forward
line again failed to impress and
while all three registered on the
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:Cofv_board, one should not be

eceived. Several Dyblin scores
Tesulted from fairly elementary
gmxs committed by Opposition

cks u:ho often panicked in

On, over-carried the ba

or passed loosely. Charlie Red-"
mond’s accuracy from frees is
Priceless but the predictability
?f himself, Guiden and Sheedy
is becoming tiresome,

AlSO alarming for Dublin

mentors must

of forward options bme lt}l;\: s

gugout- Any defensive difficul-
es may be well catered for but

alternative attackers are

unproven.

Some observers have argued
that, on reflection, a Dublin vic-
tory was always inevitable. I
can’t agree. Clare for all their

r!tomings had the winning
of this game in their grasp.
They lost this match during a
15-minute Pperiod in the second
half when they appeared to lose
co:centration and discipline
and to abandon a game lan
that had served ll\im wSl.

"I'o their credit they rallied
again with the help of a dubi-
ous ;ﬁenal;y award and an
excellent Padraic Conway goal.
On the face of it a five po)l,ngt
defeat is more than credible.
Perhaps too much was expected
from the newcomers, yet their
overall performance stands up
very well against that of other
counties who have undertaken
such a formidable enterprise.

Alas for the “Bannermen”,
they suffered the calamities that
can befall contenders of their
naivety; indecision, two team-
mates going for the same ball
and the freezing of some play-
ers, “on the big occasion”.
Against that some Clare players
took the opportunity to make a
name for themselves. Captain,
Francis McInerney put in an
inspirational 70 minutes, firstly
on the ‘40, then at centre field.
Conway and Noel Roche shone
in attack, while Tom Morrissey
stole the show at centre field
although his right hook to
Charlie Redmond’s chin
belongs in another arena.
Frankie Griffin too, at wing
back got through some sterling
work but rashness betrayed
him several times.

Despite this less than con-
vincing win. Robustness and

"
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® Clare’s Francis McInerney put in an inspirational 70 minutes but lost to a much better team

cockiness will be their ace cards
as the temperament of the
Ulster team remains suspect.

TE television coverage

requires a barb or two as
well. The need for commer-
cials is obvious but a plethora
of them is hardly desirable.
Last Sunday’s arrangements
meant that viewers almost

missed the history making
emergence of the Clare team
onto the Croke Park sod and
the beginning of the second
half was lost to us.

The deployment of Jim Car-
ney with a roving microphone
is a further bizarre departure,
his interviews, broadcast at
half-time with rival sets of fans
were meaningless and a waste

of time. In his after-match
exploits with some of the pro-
tagonists, he again displayed
his unique ability to ask and
answer his own questions in
the same breath, barely allow-
ing the much anticipated
thoughts of his subject to come
across.

Like the Dubs, RTE would
want to tighten up for the final.

Gaelic

W BY MAIRTIN
Mac DIARMADA

Generalissimo

THOUGH LESS KNOWN THAN de Valera, Collins
or Griffith, Richard Mulcahy was certainly as impor-
tant a figure in the Irish independence movement
from 1916 to 1921. Chief of Staff of the IRA, he direct-
ed that organisation through the Tan War and having
Supported the Treaty he became a key figure in the
ounding of the Irish Free State.

This book is an important
contribution to the hist
of the Tan and Civil War pe‘:?
9ds. The author has already
Published a study (Almost a
Rebellion: The Irish Mutiny of
924_) of the Free State army
Wutiny which followed soon
3fter the Civil War and that
Period is also covered here.
Sed on detailed scrutiny of

the Mulcahy papers tll:nn book
rovides many revealing
5\si5hts into the leadership of
the independence movement.
It is not a pretty picture. It
reminded this reviewer o{-
Peadar O'Donnell’s assertion
that far from being a mistake
by the British which had tlhr:
effect of rousing the people,
the 1916 executions robbed the

country of the best leaders of a
generation. What strikes you
about most of the leadership of
the Tan War was their lack of
firm political direction or phi-
losophy.

Mulcahy was by his own
admission a conservative. Like
Collins he was obviously very
much under the political influ-
ence of Arthur Griffith. Like
Griffith he idolised Collins and
contributed to the mythology
which surrounded his Director
of Intelligence. A thread run-
ning through this book is the
antipathy between Collins and
Brugha and Brugha and Mulc-
ahy. Much of his time as a mil-

, itary administrator was taken

up with this and related
issues.

his is not a book about

how the Tan War was
fought in the country. It is the
chronicle of a general adminis-
tering and directing an army
from behind his desk, albeit a

fugitive desk as he flitted from
one safe house to the next. The
man portrayed — despite the
title — comes across as any-
thing but revolutionary. He
might belong to the office class
of any European power, dis-
playing the militarism and dis-
trust of politics typical of that
class of person. His mixture of
Catholic religion, social con-
servatism and militarism
would have graced any of
Franco's generals.

But Mulcahy was not fight-
ing for a reactionary cause
during the Tan War. He was
one of the leaders of a guerilla
army that was pioneering anti-
colonial struggle against the
British Empire. He was clearly
a very able commander and he
comes out in a better light than
many of his associates who
took the Treaty side and set up
the Free State. The author is,
however, far too lenient on
him when she comes to the
execution of republicans dur-

ing the Civil War. There can be
no doubt that Mulcahy knew
exactly what was going on. He
had, as a member of the Free
State Cabinet and as Comman-
der in Chief of the Free State
army, sanctioned and carried
out the policy of execution of
republican prisoners. To accept
the claim as the author does
that he was out of touch with
regard to the ‘unofficial’ exe-
cutions like those in Bally-
seedy and elsewhere in Kerry
and other counties, is stretch-
ing credibility to the limits.

There is little in the book to
dispel the impression that
Mulcahy was a cold, remote
figure. We learn almost noth-
ing about his thinking and it
seems that he could sign an
order for the execution of a
former comrade as easily as he
could requisition a train.

he final section of this
book deals with the Free
State army mutiny of 1924. It is

far too complicated to deal
with in a short review but it is
a fascinating episode. It ended
with Mulcahy being shafted
by the ruthless Kevin O’Hig-
gins, Free State Minister for
Justice. How near the mutiny
came to developing into a full-
scale revolt and even a coup
d’état was a revelation to this
reviewer. After he stepped
down Mulcahy devoted his
time to Cumann na nGaedhal,
Blueshirt and finally Fine Gael
politics. The book ends in 1924
as he left the Free State army.
It's a pity, as a study of his
involvement with the
Blueshirts would have been
interesting. Nonetheless this is
a worthwhile assessment of an
often neglected figure.

@ Portrait of a Revolutionary,
General Richard Mulcahy and
the founding of the Irish Free
State by Maryann Gialanella
Valiulis. Published by the Irish
Academic Press. Price £25
(hardback).
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Tuairisc 6 Euskadi

Troid na mBratach

IS E an Ikurinea an t-ainm a thugann muintir Euskadi, tir na mBascach,
ar an bhrat néisiinta, agus t& Bascaigh de gach claonadh polaitiiil ffor

bhroduiil as a mbrat.

Mar gheall ar sin, ta searmanas speisialta
acuy, in achan bhaile gach bliain le linn
an Fiesta, nuair a bhailionn siad ina godadta
agus ina milte, le omés a thabhairt don
Ikurinea. Is searmanas mothiilach, tirghrach
€, agus i mBilles, an tseachtain seo caite, bhi
na milte i lithair don ocdid ar oiche
Dhéardaoin. Ar maidin Aoine, afich, ta
searmanas eile ag baint le brataigh nach
bhfuil na Bascaigh chomh broduiil as.

Ta traidisiun, le cuid blianta anuas, go

® Brat na mBascach i mBéal Feirste

n-ardaionn an chomhairle cathrach i
mBilbao, roinnt bratach ar fhoirgneamh an
Aguntamiento, Halla na Cathrach, agus
taobh le bratach Bhilbao, agus an Ikurinea,
t4 bratach na Spdinne. Creideann tromlach
na mBascach gur masla é seo, agus deir
Herri Batasuna, an pdirti is réabhlsidi in
Euskadi, go bhfuil ardu an bhrataigh
Spdinnigh ina spriocadh foiréigne i dtir a
bhfuil formhér na ndaocine ar son
neamhspledchais.

Mar fhreagra ar ardi hra_lach na
Spéinne, cruinnfonn na céadta duine 6ga i
bPlaza an Aguntamiento le linn na hnfch'e,
ag fanacht ar seacht a chloig, an uair
traidisitinta nuair a ardaitear na brataigh.
Nuair a thagann brat na Spéinne i radharc,
caitheann siad clocha agus bionn iarrachtai
le bratach na Spéinne a chur trf thine, agus
de ghndth bionn triobl6id idir na
héganaigh agus péas na Spéi

I mbliana, maidin Aoine seo chuaigh
thart, bhi athri beag ar chirsai. Mar ba
ghnaéth chruinnigh na sluaite de dhaoine
6ga, ach ag a seacht a chloig nior tharla
faic. Rinne na héganaigh iarracht, mar
sin, an Ikurinea a ardu ina searmanas
féin, agus dhreap cipla gastr suas
tosach an fhoirgnimh. D’éirigh leo na
brataigh a ardu, ach ar a mbealach ar ais
chun talin thit an bheirt agus bhris
duine acu a mhurnan agus duine eile a
chaol laimhe. Nior ardaiodh bratach na
Spadinne go dtina a haon
déag a chloig sa
mhaidin.

Ar oiche Aoine agus
maidin Sathairn bhi
ciréib bheag i lar na
cathrach, fuadaiodh bus
agus briseadh fuinn-
eoga. Bhi péas na
Spdinne agus an péas
aitidil ar na sriideanna,
agus gort-aiodh roinnt
daoine sa chlampar. Cé
gur chain Herri Batas-
una roinnt de na
héganaigh da n-iompar
(ag rd go raibh alcol
agus chan pol-aitiocht ag
treort a n-eachtrai) leag
siad locht don triobléid
leis an mhéara aitiuil
mar gheall ar a
chinnidint chun bratach
na Spainne a ardi in aice
leis an Ikurinea “nuair is
léir”, arsa siad, “gur
cathair ndisitnach
Euskadi ata i mBilbao,
agus nar mhaith le
muintir na cathrach
bratach na Spiinne a
fheicedil anseo ar chor ar
bith.”

A bhealach féin

B LE CIAN
Mac AOIDH

SCRIBHNEOIR E Diarmuid O Grainne ar mé a chail as siocair don ailt
amhain chonsp6idigh a foilsiodh ar Anois anuraidh né as a chuid préis.
Ba € “peaca’ fear an iarthair gur mhaigh sé narbh scribhneoir — né,
leoga, duine — cumasach é Breandan O hEithir agus as siocair na
tuairime sin, rinneadh iarracht cinsireacht a imirt ar a shaothar.

Le foilsi An Traimp, 4fach, t4 faill ag an
Ghréi ch a chéil a scaipeadh lena
chuid litriochta agus chan le bartlacha an
chriticeora. Agus is go healaionta a
fhreastalaionn sé an t-aiméar céanna.

Té scéal an traimp scriofa san chéad
phearsa agus é bunaithe, de réir
costlachta, ar thréimhse thri bliana chaith
an t-Gdar ag saothrd a chodach ar an
choigrich. Minic go leor a bhi sé “ar an
bhfaoraor géar” i mBirmingham, London,
Paras n6 Hamburg, déla go leor de
bhunadh a thire a chuaigh a lorg oibre i
bhfad as baile. T4 cur sios scafarach ann ar
na coinniollacha ina mbiodh Eireannaigh
ag mairstin sna luathseacht6idi i Sasana:
iad carntha le chéile i suanliosanna
taiseacha i mbrdanna cidheacha; ag obair,
ag 6l, ag codladh beagainin agus ag obair
aris gan stad gan staonadh.

Ba é an teach tabhairne a ghlac 4it an
teaghlaigh sa bhaile do go leor de na fir
seo, fir nach mbacfadh fiii lena wellingtons
a bhaint diobh sula luifeadh siad isteach ar
na cannai i ndiaidh an lae oibre. Bunis acu
ni fheicfeadh said an baile aris ach ni
thiocfadh rath orthu ach oiread ins an ‘host
country’. “Ag dul tri cheantar meastiil ar
nés Solihul d'fheicfed tri fhuinneog gan
fallaing seomra suite a bhi feistithe go

meastiil le toilg agus le cathaoireacha boga.
Fear ar a shaimhin s6 os comhair na
teilifise daite, morc tine lata roimhe
amach... Bhi teas, comhluadar, compord
agus gré istigh. Ni raibh amuigh ach
fuacht, éad, cantal agus lagmhisneach.
Shilfed gur in aon turas a fagadh na
dall6ga gan tarraingt le go bhfaighfeadh
muid léargas ar an bhflaitheas a bhi ceilte
orainn — flaitheas a bhi chomh gar diinn
g0 bhféadf4 an fhuinneog a bhriseadh da
geaithfed cloch ach nach raibh sé de
mhisneach ionainn it an chloch féin a
chaitheamh.”

Ach délta Sheosaimh Mhic Ghrianna
agus Mo Bliealach Féin, té nios mé ar an
tsaol seo de dhith ar an traimp n tri bhéile
agus leaba. Agus is ag cuarti na haislinge
sin a bheir chun na Mér-roinne é. Més ina
chénaile baicle Eigeipteach n6 ag baint
caorfhinidn le hiarchimi Pharais,
riomhaionn O Gréinne scéal ddinn até
greannmbar le cois bheith gaiscidil. T4 stil
réidh, beoga scéalaiochta aige agus siil
aige don ni is;suntasai fana chomhoibrithe
agus lucht a bhfostaithe.

Seo leabhar a bheas nios oiritinai don
turas traenach, do na laethe saoire na fia
don tseomra ranga na buniis na sean-
téacsanna tur. Gheobhaidh sé léitheoireacht

1

® BREANDAN O hEITHIR

leathan agus bhéarfaidh sé pléisitir ach
bhéarfaidh sé le fios fosta nach bhfuil sé
ach 20 bliana 6 bhi Paddies ar na liithredin
thégdla ag imeacht i geidl a chinn go Sasana
a mhairstin i geréanna nach geoinneofai
madaidh iontu. Agus gan amhras, tathar
ann f6s agus an cruatan ag teannadh orthu
oireadh is a bhi ar an Traimp
Chonamarach. N6 mar diirt an file, “sa tir
seo tugtar na crusts is cruaidhe don té ats
mantach.”

Bimis ag siil dh‘ainneon lucht
cinsireachta, tuilleadh a chloistesil 6
Dhiarmaid O Griinne agus san idirlinn go
bhfeabhséidh Cl6 lar-Chonnachta 8O mér
an leagan amach leanbai ar chlidach agus
dearadh an leabhair seo.

An Traimp, Diarmaid O Gréinne, Cl6
lar-Chonnachta, £5.

Claonroinnt molta
imisineir
TA TUGTHA LE FIOS ag an Choimisinéir Maurice
Hayes go mbeidh athruithe ag teacht ar Chombhairle
an tSratha Bhain, de réir mar ata leagtha amach sa
tuairisc shealadach ata anois ar fail i leabharlanna
ititila agus in oifigi na comhairle. o
él:lgan‘rgd a mholta%inti né go dtugfar suiochan do $M|Ie Ui
Cholmain i limistéar na Moirne ach vna_ch'mbeid[;\eMunleann an
isin sa limistéar sin. Beidh sé anois i limistéar na Dearga. s
‘Snll\?ig;‘b‘}?:;r conspoide é go bhfaighidh Baile Ullcho|m?|n
sufochin sa bhreis ach cuireann an cor tr sa scgal imni ar
pholaiteoiri naisitinacha. Deir Ivan Barr, comhmrlepn.r qe ffhuld
Sinn Féin sa cheantar go gcuireann an suiochan nua i lxmlstear.na
Dearga le tromlach aondachtiiil atd ann. Is scéal cinnte go mbend_h
tromlach aondachtiiil bréaga sa chomhairle as seo ar.naf:}}_‘ Deir
Ivan Barr go mbeidh Sinn Féin ag cur bra ar an choimisitn an
beart seo a chur ar ceal.

I\}n pioléin in aice le Belclare *

Basanna i mBelclare

TA CONAITHEOIRI de cheantar Bhelclare i ngar do
Bhaile Munna in Ath Cliath ag iarraidh fiosriichdin
ar na ciiseanna do rata ard basanna den ailse sa
cheantar le blianta beaga anuas. Fuair seisear bean
bds den ghalar sa cheantar beag 6 bhi Liinasa 1988
ann.
Ta’ muintir an cheantair ag diriti a n-aird ar na linte ard voltas
leictreachais a ritheann trid an cheantar agus an
fhéidearthacht gur gas radon ata faoi deara an réta ard ailse.

Chruthaigh taighde sna SAM 8o bhfuil baint idir ratai arda
ailse agus na gathanna laidre maighnéadacha a bhionn in aice le
linte ard voltas.

Deir Eileen Murphy, ionada dititiil do Bhaile Munna gur chéir
mionscridi a dhéanamh ar na ctiiseanna don ailse sa duiche agus
na torthai a fhoilsiv. Arsa si:

“Ma ta an locht ar na pioléin leictreacha ba chéir iad a
bhogadh. Mas ¢ an gds radon atd faoi ndear, ba chéir mar sin
gaothairi cearta a chur sna tithe ar fad.”

- SLOGADH
SHINN FEIN

- Aoine-Domhnach
- 20-4u Deireadh Fémhair
~ An Cheathri Rua
CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
Costas £36
Clari le Bairbre de Brin
___ Teach Ui Chonghaile
147 Bothar Bhaile Andarsain,
» ~ Béal Feirste 11 .
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A

e
\lemorial

to

Tyrone Volunteer

aveiled

LARGE GATHERING of Ty
A

. Jlinderry on Sunday 23 August to witness
Ba o Volunteer Noel Wilkinson w
ances on 3 March 1991 at the

mem“ri"] t
cumst 3
chort distance from the grave-
e rd of Ballinderry those who
e e to witness the unveiling of
Nx:wria] formed up behind a
i rty which was preceded by
e pipel:. The crowd then marched
.al\ the graveyard.
m“&hliring the proceeding Sinn
gin's Mid-Ulster representative at
n:cfm Westminster election, Bar-
. McElduff, spoke briefly before
?t;oducing Noel's wife, Angela,
"}hom he asked to step forward and
“m-eil the marble memorial to her
;:m husband. He next called upon
Noel's mother, Bernie, to read the
:Ivrnnf Roll of Honour.

rone republicang turned out in
; l:wc unveiling of o
O died ir pic ci
age of 23, oy
Wreaths were th,
of Noel's family, Og
and from the v
cumainn in the
wards the piper
the dead while
lowered.

Sinn Féin Coun,
was then called u.
tion. He spoke of
to the re
bravery

en laid on behalf
l.?\gh na hEireann,
arious Sinn Féip
'l}lrmne area. After-
Played a lament for
the National Flag was

cillor, John Hurl
POn to gave the ora-
Noel’s commitment
publican struggle and his
) d}xnng several daring opera-
tions against crown forces. “Noel”
said John, “was not a person to sin\:
ply rock the boat. Noel was of the cal-
ibre who was Prepared to do more
than that. He was Prepared to join in

Murals express inter

ONE OF THE important features of the West Belfast festival and
the carnival of events organised by the people of the area to mark
the infernment period in a positive and constructive way are the

visits of the delegations from foreign countries. These fo
visitors, whether they be photographers, poets, artists,
activists, musicians or writers have had a useful and enrichin
input into the festival’s events over the years.

This year, for the first time, saw visi-
tors from Mexico. Involved in various
cultural/political projects the Mexicans
were in Ireland to see for themselves
how cultural struggle can be and is a real
and positive dimension of political strug-

With 2 history of colonisation similar
1o that of our own where the legacy is
poverty, emigration, destruction of a rich
aulture and domination by economically
and militarily powerful neighbours the
Mexicans could identify with much of
the Insn . perience, especially the expe-
sience of struggle.

The idea of the unity of people in
struggle was, then, the theme behind the

reign
political
g

murals painted by the Basques and Mex-
icans as their contribution to the cultural
struggle in West Belfast.

The mural painted by the Mexicans
along with well known Belfast muralist
Gerry ‘Mo Chara’ Kelly depicts an IRA
Volunteer and a Latino guerilla flanking
James Connolly and Emiliano Zapata (a
leader of the Mexican revolution) and is
to be found at the top of Ballymurphy
Road at the Bullring.

The mural celebrates the contribution
made by the ‘Patricio Brigade’ of Irish
volunteers who fought with the Mexican
people in their fight for national libera-
tion from the United States.

On a wall at Rosnareen Avenue, fac-
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® Angela Wilkinson
on Sunday

the struggle and help sink the ship
that is British rule in our country.”

It was said of Noel that he was
Very security conscious and local

unveiling the marble memorial to her husband Volunteer Noel Wilkinson (inset) in Ballinderry

the brutal treatment he received at the
hands of the RUC in Gough Barracks
which must surely have contributed
to Noel’s untimely death.

people were quite surprised when the
RUC and British army began a cam-
paign of harassment against him.
Indeed, it was such harassment and

ing down Shaws Road is the mural
painted by members of the Basque dele-
gation and members of the Sliabh Dubh
Sinn Féin cumann: Bi Herri Borroka Bat

national solidaritz

DEPENDENGE

Basque and Irish struggle is the same for
both people. That this message is on a
wall in West Belfast is testimony to the
links of solidarity and respect that has
built up over the years between the
republican people in Ireland and the
people of Euskadi.

Let’s hope that we see plenty more of
these expressions of solidarity next year.

— Dha Chine Aon Choimhlint — Two
Peoples One Struggle is the message of
this mural.

The theme is straightforward: the

ala Poist... Mala Poist... Mala Poist... Mala Poist...

]
tommemoration
A Chairde,

General Liam Lynch was an
Ouistanding soldier in the fight
for freedom and shortly after the
ur Courts was attacked by the
new Free State administration
with Britih, help in June 1922, he
Was fll_-ded Chief of Staff of the
-Liam Lynch decided to make
i’“nsm’ his base of operations
€1 the defeat of the Four Courts
Eimson and it was in these cir-
o':f‘?\sulwes that he and his staff
; 'eers found themselves sur-
ounded on the bleak slopes of
b ockmealdown Mountains
Y the Free State army in April

1923. There was an exchange of
rifle fire during which the gallant
Chief of Staff was fatally wound-
ed. He ordered his comrades to
withdraw and was carried down
the mountainside in agony to
Walsh’s public house (now
Nugents) in the village of New-
castle where he was rested before
being conveyed to St Joseph's
hospital, Clonmel, where he died
that evening. His dying wish was
that he be buried beside his old
comrade in arms, Mick Fitzgerald,
Fermoy.

Liam Lynch’s surviving cu_l-
leagues in South Tipperary paid a
lasting tribute to his memory by
erecting a mighty watchtower, 50
feet high, on the mountains where
he fought his last fight. It was
unveiled by the late Maurice

Letters to:

Twomey in April 1935, and each

Irish people in Britain and their

eara is held at release without
the side of the memorial. charge is extremely worrying.
This year at 3.30pm on Sun- Our experience since the early
day 13 September, the oration will  ‘80s is that these people and their

be delivered by Martin McGuin-
ness, member of Sinn Féin’s Ard
Chombhairle.

Enda O’Riordan,

Rinai,

South Tipperary
Commemoration
Committee.

Arrests in
England

A Chairde,

The recent detention of five

families are left in a distraught
condition without any explana-
tion or apology.

Equally worrying are the
statements by police in the media
requesting information on Irish
people who are looking for
accommodation or who have
recently moved into new employ-
ment in an area.

The newcomer in normal cir-
cumstances, raises a certain
amount of curiosity among the
settled. There is a thin line
between curiosity and suspicion
which can easily lead to unex-
plained arrests and detention of

The Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square,

PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT

innocent people. In the new
Europe, these kinds of intem-
perate statements and proce-
dures in the name of security
can easily lead to discrimination
and racism.

A policy of security which
violates the basic rights of move-
ment can hardly be described as
enhancing the Common House of
Europe. It is unacceptable in the
anticipated, large scale human
movement in the new Europe
after 1992,

Nuala Kelly,

Coordinator,

Irish Commission for Pris-
oners Overseas,

under the auspices of the
Bishops’ Commission for
Emigrants.

Dublin 1.

Créche
facilities at
Slogadh

A Chairde,

During this year’s Slégadh (2-
4 October) in Ceathri Rua, Cona-
mara a créche will be provided for
those in attendance. Those who
wish to avail of this service
should book with the organisers
immediately.
Contact:
Bairbre de Brin,
Connolly House,
147 Andersonstown Road,
Belfast 11,
Phone (0232) 301719.
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COVENTRY

EXPLOSION

BY PETER O'ROURKE

IN AUGUST 1939, eight months after the beginning of the IRA’s
bombing campaign in English cities, one of the most controver-
sial operations of the campaign took place — the premature

explosion of a bomb in Coventry.

Thmughoul the spring and summer
of 1939, despite the arrest of many
Volunteers on active service in Eng-
land, the IRA bombing campaign,
which began the previous January, was
intensified with explosions, some 120
in all, at key installations in most
major cities.

In one such explosion in August
1939 (the same day that the infamous
military tribunal was blished i

The bomb, concealed in the carrier
of a bicycle left standing at the kerb
outside Astley’s shop in the city centre
was being transferred to an electricity
plant some miles outside the city
where an operation was planned.
However, at 2.30pm it exploded pre-
maturely owing to a defect in the tim-
ing device.

During extensive raids by police

n
the 26 Counties), a bomb at the busy
Broadgate Centre of Coventry, killed
five people and seriously injured a
number of others.

diately after the explosion, five
people, including Peter Barnes, a
native of Banagher, County Offaly
and James McCormack, from County
Westmeath, were detained (The Vol-

REMEMBERING

unteer in charge of the bomb
returned to Ireland within hours of
the explosion). All were charged on
susp! 1 only and, at their trial the
following December three were
acquitted, while Barnes and McCor
mack were sentenced to death by
hanging.

Before sentencing, McCormack in a
calm and clear voice told the court, “as
a soldier of the Irish Republican Army
Tam not afraid to die, for I am dying in
a just cause”.

Barnes, who was nowhere near
Coventry on the day of the explosion,
protested his innocence. Both were
hanged at Winson Green Prison, Birm-
ingham, in February 1940.

The authorities in both Ireland and
England took full advantage of the
Coventry explosion for virulent anti-
Irish and anti-republican propaganda.
However, despite increased British
repression and Free State collabora-
tion, the IRA bombing campaign con-
tinued unabated.

The Coventry explosion at the
height of the IRA bombing campaign
in English cities, occurred on 25
August 1939, 53 years ago this week.

® The premature explosion in Coven
Irish propaganda

try was used by the British to issue anti-

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING:
meets §.30pm every Tuesday, US!, 16
North Great George's Street, DUBLIN

REPEAL 8th AMENDMENT CAM-
PAIGN MEETINGS: DUBLIN: 8pm
every second Tuesday, Haipenny Inn.
Women’s Coaiition, 8pm every Thurs-

day, USI, North Great George's Street.
CORK: 8pm every Tuesday, The Oth-
er Place, off North Main Street

LARRY O'TOOLE ELECTION
FUNDRAISER: Ballad session featur-
ing Ragamuffin. 8.00pm Friday 28
August. Inis Fail's GAA Club, BAL-
GRIFFIN. Taille £3

RAFFLE & FUNCTION: An Cumann
Cabhrach Raffle and Function. Friday

28 August. Lantern Inn, DUNDALK.
Téille £1

about. March to Balgriffin Cemetery,
DARNDALE. Prominent Speaker

FUNDRAISING DANCE: Music by
Queen of Hearts. Friday 28 August.
Emyvale Inn, COUNTY MONAGHAN.
Bus from Church Square, Monaghan
11pm

COMMEMORATION: Cannon/Daly
commemoration. Sunday 6 Septem-
ber. Assembly 3pm Darndale Round-

FAILTE ABHAILE FUNCTION: Sean
Healey, ex-Republican Prisoner. Fri-
day 18 September. Music by Tara
Shamrock. Klondyke Lounge,
Robinstown, COUNTY MEATH. Tiille:
£3

BAND DONATIONS: Cork Sinn Féin
are setting up a fife and drum band

in memory of Volunteers Tony Ahem
and Dermot Crowley, both killed on
active service in 1973. Donations
are badly needed to organise this
band. Please send what you can to:
Sinn Féin Office, 136 Barrack Street,
CORK.

1916 PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION:
Available for hire from Michaei Nolan
or Ursula Quinn, 44 Pamell Square,
Ph: 726100

I nDil Chuimhne

BRADLEY, Eamonn; CARLIN,
James; CURRAN, Martin; HALL,

Martin; McKEOWN, Patrick;
MULLIN, Brizan; MULVENNA,
Patrick In proud and loving memo-
ry of Volunteers Eamonn Bradley
(died 25 August 1982), James Carlin
(died 26 August 1972), Martin Cur-
ran (died 26 August 1972), Francis
Hall (died 30 August 1973), Gerard
Harte (died 30 August 1988), Martin
Harte (died 30 August 1988), Patrick
McKeown (died 27 August 1974),
Brian Mullin (died 30 August 1988)
and Patrick Mulvenna (died 31
August 1973). “A cry has gone up to
heaven for the living and the dead
— to save the living, to avenge the
dead.” — Fiontén Lawlor. Always
remembered with love and pride by
their friends and comrades in the
Republican Movement

DEVINE, Mickey (11th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of Mick-
ey Devine who died on hunger
strike on 20 August 1981. From the
McCreesh family, Camlough and
abroad.

DONAGHY, Tommy (1st Ann). In
memory of Sinn Féin member Tom-
my Donaghy murdered last year by
pro-British forces. Always remem-
bered by Gerard, Margaret and
Anna-Mary, Dublin.

HUGHES, Patrick; ROWN-
TREE, Oliver; MADDEN Noel;
(20th Ann). The Republican
Movement in Newry remembers
with pride Volunteers Patrick
Hughes, Derrybeg, Oliver Rown-
tree, Monaghan Row and Noel
Madden, Ravensdale Villas, who
gave their lives for the freedom
of Ireland on 22 August 1972.
“We bleed that the nation may
live, I die that the nation may
live. Damn your concessions
England, we want our country.”
— Sedn Mac Diarmada.

HARTE, Gerard and Martin (4th
Ann). In proud and loving memory
of Volunteers Gerard and Martin
Harte, Oglaigh na hEireann who
were killed on active service on 30
August 1988. Always loved and
remembered. Never forgotten by
your parents John and Winnie,
brothers, sisters, brothers in law, sis-
ters in law, nieces and nephews.

HARTE, Gerard and Martin;
MULLIN, Brian (4th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Volunteers
Gerard and Martin Harte and Brian
Mullin, who were killed on active
service on 30 August 1988. Mary
Queen of the Gael pray for them.
Always remembered by Brid and
son Declan

In proud and loving memory of Bri-
an’s brave comrades Volunteers
Martin and Gerard Harte. Always
remembered by the Mullin family
circle.

Always remembered by Cathal, San-
dra and Sorcha

Always remembered by Danny.
Never forgotten by Séamus, Lough-
macrory.

Always remembered by Barney,
(Long Kesh) and Geraldine,
(Maghaberry).

Always remembered and badly
missed by Eileen.

Always remembered by Richie.
HARTE, Martin (4th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear hus-
band and father Volunteer Martin
Harte, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
was killed on active service on 30
August 1988. St Martin pray for

him. Sadly missed and always
remembered by his wife Brid and
son Declan.

Always remembered by the Milli-
gan/Harte Sinn Féin Cumann,
Loughmacrory/Mountfield.

Always remembered by Barney,
Kathleen, Declan, Orla and Sheena.
MULLIN, Brian (4th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Volunteer
Brian Mullin, Oglaigh na hEireann
who died on 30 August. St Joseph
and St Anthony pray for him. Loved
and remembered by Mammy, broth-
ers, sisters and family circle.

Always remembered with pride by
the Harte families at home and
abroad.

Always remembered and badly
missed by Eileen.

Badly missed and never forgotten
by Brid and son Declan.
MULVENNA, Patrick (19th Ann). In
sad and loving memory of my dear
father Patrick, shot dead 31 August
1973, RIP. Life springs from death,
and from the graves of patriot men
and women springs living nations
— Pddraig Pearse. Loved and
remembered always by your loving
son Patrick.

O’CALLAGHAN, Gerard (50th
Ann). In proud and loving memory
of Gerard O’Callaghan who died on
the 31 August 1942. Always remem-
bered by the O'Callaghan family,
Belfast.

Always remembered by Richard,
Dublin.

Comhbhron

DOHERTY. Donegal Combhairle
Ceantair send their sympathies to
the wife and family of Tony Doher-
ty, Sinn Féin, Bunbeg, Gaoth Dub-
hair, who died on Monday 17
August.

MCcBRIDE. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the family of the late
Benny McBride who died 20
August. From Christy and family.
LEYLAND. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the entire family circle
of Isobel Leyland, who died tragi-
cally on 21 August. Especially to
brother Willie. From the staff of
AP/RN.

Déanaimid comhbhrén le clann Iso-
bel (Bradley) Leyland. O Shedn Mag
Uidhir, Anne agus clann.

REILLY. The women POWs in

Maghaberry wish to extend their
deepest sympathy to their comrade
Bernie Reilly and her family circle
on the recent death of their father,
Bernard. Our deepest sympathy is
with them at this sad time.

The Republican Women POWs,
Maghaberry.

Sincere condolences from the ‘Stop
Strip Searches Committee’.

Buiochas

THE MEMBERS and supporters of
Red Action, London would like to
thank the people of West Belfast for
their hospitality and kindness during
the recent internment weekend. The
generosity shown to us is deeply
appreciated and not forgotten.

Beannachtai

KEARNS, Gerard (Portlacise). Hap-
py wedding anniversary darling, Il
save my present for hopefully next
year. With all my love from your
loving wife Carol.xxx

To mammy and daddy. Happy wed-
ding anniversary. All our love, Dar-
ren, Gary, Edel and Donna. xxx

Ireland Ir£35
Britain Stg£35
Europe Surface Stg£40
Europe Airmail Stg£s8
USA US$75
Canada CANS$85
Australia Aus$88
Elsewhere Stg£50/1r£58

To: An Phoblacht/Republican News, 58 Parnell

Square, Dublin 1.

Address.................
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awley, who until recently lived
Cwith his family in a caravan on
2 vacant site in the prosperous area
o Aflesbury Road received no com-
ints from neighbours except for
Silicitor Colm Gaynor acting on
behalf of Quasar Securities, the
owners of the site, a piece of waste
gound for which an application for
ing permission for its develop-
ment was turned down. They
obizined 2 court order instructing
the Cawleys to vacate the site by 25

hugust

Demonstrating that their prima-
1y role is the protection of privilege
and property rights and not as

| m«\’ELLER Stephen Cawley has maintained his threat to
wcupy the Pro-Cathedral in Dublin in protest at the treat-
qent of his family by the Courts, the gardai and the proper-

jod interests who have ejected himself and his family from a
Dublin Four site where they lived.

‘guardians of the peace’ members of
the gardai engaged in petty harass-
ment of the Cawleys during their
time at Ailesbury Road. It got to the
stage where Stephen could hardly
walk down the street without being
stopped and questioned. He was
also critical of Catholic church
authorities after he and his children
were refused entry to Donnybrook
church. Hence his threat to occupy
the Pro-Cathedral.

Colm Gaynor has now obtained
a High Court injunction restraining
Stephen Cawley or his wife Ann
from “threatening, intimidating or
communicating” with him or any

And if he mamtained
his presence there by
forcc of arms ... And
i he remained for apout

ight conturies -

rassmen

Thursday,

e Pl V- R S Apv=- 0 -
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member of his family. The injunc-
hf)n went on to restrain Cawley or
his wife from “calling to the house
or telephoning the plaintiffs”.

Stephen has already promised a
judge that he will move to
adjoining land not owned by
Quasar but chains have since been
put across the entrance to the site off
Ailesbury Road preventing him
from removing the caravan which
had served as home for his family.
On 19 August the Cawleys
received a letter stating that the keys
for the chains were available at
Colm Gaynor’s house, 31 Ailesbury
Road. But Cawley cannot approach
the house to get the keys because of
the High Court injunction. The fami-
ly are caught in a Catch 22 situation
which is compounded by the fact
that they cannot get Stephen’s car to
move the caravan b it is cur-

of travellers

rently impounded and the gardai
are seeking £500 to release it.

The Cawleys are currently squat-
ting in the Ranelagh area of south
Dublin having complied with the
court order. They plan to move to
the vacant site 200 feet away from
the original waste ground where
their caravan lies. This land is not
owned by Quasar and Stephen says
that if he is similarly pursued from
there and forced to endure further

Duirt Siad

It is up to people like us not only to
demonstrate our disapproval over extradi-
tion, but to demand that the leg.ilimat.e
claims of our people as mainlaine'd in Arti-
cles Two and Three of the constitution are
ot to be used as a barter to maintain the
existing Six-County state. To do so wo.uld
be to create more Angelo Fuscos, Birming-
ham Sixes, Guildford Fours and Rabgrt
Russells and would add to the continuing
nightmare that is the Six Counties. —
Extradition victim Dessie Ellis at the
Tralee rally in support of Angelo Fus-
co, 22 August.

Michael Collins was a murderer. He was
in this regard no different in kind from fhe
leaders of the present day IRA... CoIln(s
organised that campaign of killing that is
known as the “War of Independence” —
there was no democratic sanction for this
campaign for neither the electorate nor the
elected public representatives ever gave
sanction to that campaign of murder and
intimidation. — Sunday Tribune editor
Vincent Browne in his paper, Sunday
23 August.

The whole experience has been awful. But
I would still advise any girl who has been
raped to report it. I she doesn’t, the man
will have gotten away with it. — Mary
Kerwick, mother of 18-year-old rape
victim Lavinia, on their ordeal, Sun-
day 23 August.

y Garda h t he
will occupy the Pro-Cathedral.
Despite contacting 22 of the 24
doctors in the Dublin Four area who
operate under the Medical Card
scheme the Cawleys have been
refused medical care, most doctors
using the excuse that the family has
no fixed abode.
Stephen Cawley is to appear in
court again on Wednesday 9

P

Are

It's clear that the British
really

trying to extricate
from Irish afaws!

Csperataty
Or A sunlable

So if you mention Irish identity these days
it's like owning up to the Harrods’ bomb-
ing! Then there is all this Euro-stuff going
on, where we are supposed to be forward
looking, young Europeans. But it is
schizophrenic, because Irish people, behind
it all are really interested and really con-
cerned about their Irishness. — Film
director Alan Gilsenan who attends
the Douarnenez film festival in Brit-
tany this weekend, criticising what he
calls the embarrassment of the Irish
in coming to terms with themselves.
Trish Press, Wednesday 26 August.

1t is clear that the committee which runs
the festival intends to provoke discussion
beyond what some see as the self-serving,
establishment line recitals that pass for
intellectual debate in Irish summer
schools. — Sedn Mac Cdrthaigh, Irish
Press Wednesday 26 August referring
to the Brittany film festival organis-
ers.

We are replacing short time working with
redundancy. — Paddy Galvin chief
executive of Waterford Wedgewood
on the planned 500 redundancies at
the Waterford plant.

Partition is not a solution in any country.
— David Andrews, Minister for For-
eign Affairs speaking on RTE’s Morn-
ing Ireland 26 August 1992, prior to
his attendance at the international
conference on the conflict in
Yugoslavia.
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@ The Trade Union movement has failed in rhnllmging the
endemic loyalist bigotry in the workplaces of the Six Counties
s s - - ~ -

Time to loosen

TRAIT,

on unions

In this week’s AP/RN we examine the seriousness. and

effectiveness of the trade union movemen

t in its attitude

and initiatives in helping to reduce the deliberately struc-

tured chronic unempl

fies and its contribution in re

oyment situation in the Six Coun-

al terms to ending religious

discrimination in the workplace.

THE MAKE-UP of the workforce in places such as the Harland
and Wolff shipyard, the Sirocco works, and Shorts have all been
well documented before and 96%,100% and 95% Protestant com-
position in these firms respectively have long been the norm,
despite the introduction of various ‘fair employment’ bodies over

the past 22 years or so.

hese, and other firms, have been

heavily unionised but the imbal-
ance in the make-up of the workforces
show that the Protestant ethos of
“Protestant jobs for Protestant people’
remained largely undisturbed by the
trade union movement, certainly at
factory floor level where unions are at
their most powerful.

Discrimination and intimidation
existed in all types of employment
where the workforces were heavily
unionised as the following examples
show.

Olympia Leisure Centre was closed
because Protestant trade unionists
refused to work with a Catholic;
Catholic workers at Housing Executive
offices were forced to leave their jobs;
Catholic workers at Shorts were intim-
idated inside the factory with threats
written on their clock cards; Shorts
was brought to a standstill because
management ordered workers to
remove a display of sectarian bunting;
Catholic workers at Shorts were
named and warned not to come back;
Catholics were intimidated from Uni-
pork, Portadown; GEC Larne allowed
an Orange band to parade around its
factory; Catholic workers at Lisburn
Leisure Centre received death threats;
NI Electricity workers took action
because they were not allowed to dis-
play sectarian bunting at the place of
work; Mackies’ workers (in West
Belfast) took action because they were

not allowed to display sectarian
bunting.

Many trade unionists and their
leaders are members of the Orange
Order, an openly sectarian organisa-
tion pledged to further the interests of
Protestants at the expense of Catholics.
And while the trade union movement
in the Six Counties has supported
actions against discrimination in South
Africa, which have included the use of
the boycott, no such initiatives have
been instigated here and discrimina-
tion is still practised with impunity.

No real effort has been made by the
trade union movement to bring about
a fairer distribution of jobs and trade
union leaders have shirked their
responsibility by claiming it is all the
employers’ fault. Cases such as the
recent court action involving the
Belfast Docks employers expose the
true involvement of some trade unions
in sustaining religious discrimination.

In this case one of the largest trade
unions, the Amalgamated Transport
and General Workers Union (ATG-
WU), was found at the Court of
Appeal to be acting as an effective hir-
ing agency and constituted a hidden
but effective barrier to Catholic recruit-
ment. In fact one of the successful
Protestant applicants had been in jail at
the time when experienced Catholic
dockers were not being considered for
interview! After the Court of Appeal
ruling there was no statement from the

ATGWU that the old rules no longer
applied. The ATGWU has a full-time
official on the Fair Employment Com-
mission.

While no doubt there are many
full-time trade union officials at dis-
trict, regional and national level com-
mitted to good trade . union
anti-discrimination policies, it is in
transferring those policies into practice
at the workplaces that the greatest
resistance to equality of opportunity is
experienced. It is when this difficulty
arises that the trade union movement
has been found wanting.

while the General Secretary of the
ATGWU Ron Todd was saying
in May 1991 that, “we either stand on
the sidelines or we take positive
action”, his Regional Secretary in the
Six Counties, John Freeman, was say-
ing that “the union had considered the
dangers of going on the offensive
against sectarianism”.

This danger John Freeman was
obviously alluding to was the danger
of the bigots in the movement tearing
up their membership cards and leav-
ing, thus seriously weakening the
financial base of the ATGWU. The
question here for the unions which
they must honestly address is, do they
want sectarian bigots dictating how
they should act — or not act — on the
fundamental rights of workers?

This question is not being asked by
trade union leaders such as John Free-
man who instead continue to indulge
in double talk on the fair employment
issue. At the Biennial Delegates Con-
ference in 1989 he was reported as stat-
ing that there was nothing wrong with
the internationally recognised fair
employment MacBride Principles, yet
later personally wrote to Governor
Peter Wilson of California asking him
to veto the MacBride legislation which
had already been passed by the State
Assembly.

The extent to which some trade
unionists will go to mislead those
i d in fighting discrimination is
shown in a meeting between the
Investment Resource Research Centre,
a Washington-based organisation con-
tracted to monitor the employment
practises at many US firms operating
in the Six Counties and shop stewards

® ATGWU Regional Secretary in
the Six Counties, John Freeman

at the Hughes Tool factory at
Castlereagh, in East Belfast. The shop
stewards told the IRRC that they
would never work in Catholic West
Belfast.

“It is not done to work on the other
side. You can’t get people to go from
one area to another, you just can’t do
it. It is a closed shop on one side.”
Some of the shop stewards, who were
mostly Protestant, said that “even if
they were paid £1000 pounds a day
they would not work in West Belfast”.

This type of lie should be nailed by
the trade union movement and can be
done so by using the Ford example,
where the majority of the workers and
shop stewards are Protestant and not
from West Belfast, where the factory is
actually situated. Some of these shop
stewards in Ford are also members of
the Orange Order, notably Ford’s
Belfast convenor, Ray Kelly of the
Amalgamated Engineering Union,
AEU, and Ford senior representative
for staff, Robert Graham, Manufactur-
ing, Science and Finance (MSF).

Graham is Deputy Master of Loyal
Orange Lodge 490. These are the type
of union representatives employees are
supposed to go to in discrimination
cases!

So the reality is that Protestants are
quite willing to come to work in
West Belfast and any trade union, in
this case the AEU, that says different is
doing so to try to justify the imbal-
ances in their own workplaces and to
hide the bigotry in their own ranks.
The other aspect of this false argu-
ment is that the employment imbal-
ances are due to the fact that Catholics

—
are unwilling to travel to areas where
jobs are because of intimidation and
fear of attack. This ignores the Jon,
history of structural discrimination
which has kept economic development
out of nationalist districts. Intimida.
tion is an essential part of the discrimi-
nation process itself, wherever the jobs
are located.

The AEU, like all trade unions, pro-
fess to be non-sectarian but an exami.
nation of where they hold their branch
meetings, including Orange and
Masonic Halls (no-go areas for
Catholics) exposes how an anti-
Catholic attitude prevails over their
trade union principles.

Below are listed some of the venues
for AEU Branch meetings in the
greater Belfast area. All members are
invited to attend. Each of these meet-
ing places are known to be used by
Orange and/or loyalist groups.

The question to the AEU here is, if
you were a Catholic, or progressive
worker of any background, would you
feel free to attend union branch meet-
ings in these venues?
® Hamilton Memorial Hall, Finaghy,
Belfast 10. Dunmurry. (Featured in
Channel 4 Dispatches programme, as
meeting place for the ‘Inner Circle’ of
RUC/UDR/UDA planning murder of
lawyer Pat Finucane).
® Argyle Band Room, Lawnbrook
Avenue, Belfast 13. Belfast No 8 (Used
by the Shankill Butchers).
® Good Templars Hall, My Lady’s
Road, Belfast 6. Belfast No 5 & Creagh.
® Purdy Memorial Hall, Cheviot
Avenue, Belfast 4. Belfast No 10.
® Ai vorth Community Centre,
Mayo Street, Belfast 13. Belfast No 12.
® The Church Hall, Riga Street, Belfast
13. West Belfast.
® Andrews Memorial Hall, Millview,
Comber, Newtownards.
® Community Centre, Ainsworth
Avenue, Belfast. Glencairn.
® Dufferin Memorial Hall Hamilton
Road, Bangor.
® Orange Hall, Albert Road, Carrick-
fergus, Antrim.

As the above shows, one of the
most basic elements in trade union
membership, that of an opportunity to
meet, free from the threat of intimida-
tion, is continually denied to a signifi-
cant proportion of AEU members.

t is apparent that Ireland is still the
‘taboo’ subject in the trade union
movement, because of the belief that
the majority of workers are loyalists
first and foremost and any talk of real
equality may result in the erosion of
their relatively privileged position and
loss of membership and revenue.
Proper debate on the subject of the
trade union movement in the North of
Ireland has been stifled, with recom-
mendations to defer motions back to
‘Northern Ireland’ committees where
they disappear. The trade union lead-
ership in the North advocate a “We
live over there, we know best how to
handle this, leave it with us”, attitude.
But what must be recognised is that
giving in to bigotry in the trade unions
in the North weakens the entire trade
union movement in Ireland, prevent-
ing it from addressing issues of civil
liberties, sectarian discrimination, eco-
nomic sovereignty and national self-
determination and from representing
its members. It is in the interest of the
mass of trade union members to
advance these issues. In the long run it
is also in the interest of Protestant
workers to see a strong Irish trade
union movement working in the inter-
est of the majority of the national
labour force and alongside the grow-
ing army of the unemployed. For too
long the trade union movement has
allowed itself to be held to ransom by
sectional, sectarian interests.
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