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HE SINN FEIN performance in the

Six-County local elections was
nothing short of a triumph. Against
the odds and against all the predic-
tions of its enemies the republican par-
ty won eight more seats on the
councils in the Six Counties, increased
its percentage to 12.5% of the overall
vote in the North and 36% of the
nationalist vote. Eleven years of
attempts to write off and explain away
the Sinn Féin vote have been proved
wrong and wrong again.

Sinn Féin dramatically increased its vote
to become the party with the highest first
preference total in Belfast and in Dungan-

non, where it won two extra seats. These

were only the two most outstanding per-
formances in an election which saw gains
made across the North. Unbowed by

British terror and political censorship the

republican electorate once more demon-

strated its determination to be free. The
nationalist agenda has been strengthened
and with the British government’s
flawed talks in dire trouble the argument
for a real peace process has been
strengthened. The challenge now is for
republicans throughout Ireland and
abroad to build on the Sinn Féin success
and move forward to the ultimate resolu-
tion of the conflict.

— Full election analysis page $6,7,8,9.



planted a 1,000l bomb

Massive bill

e
ortadown, where IRA
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THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT is facing a massive compensation
bill, estimated at a over a third of the £65 million which has been
allocated by the British to pay out in bomb damage compensa-
tion, following the four huge bomb attacks on commercial targets
in Belfast, Portadown, Knockbreda and Magherafelt.

The four huge bomb blasts began
on Thursday morning, 20 May, in
Belfast's city centre when a 1,000lb
bomb devastated the city’s ‘golden
mile’ area. This was a particularly
daring attack with the IRA Volun-
teers evading 12 separate British
checkpoints to position the truck
bomb adjacent to the multistorey
Europa Hotel.

The IRA’s Belfast Brigade
detailed the following sequence of
events:

“Despite the presence of British
military checkpoints at Bradbury
Place, Botanic Avenue, Ormeau
Road, the Boyne Bridge, Grosvernor
Road, Divis Street, Millfield, Done-
gall Street, Frederick Street, York

treet, and two of the Lagan river
bridges, our Volunteers drove a
1,0001b ‘skip” type truck bomb into
Belfast’s city centre, and parked it
beside the Europa Hotel shortly after
8am on Thursday, May 20. As the
Volunteers left the vehicle, several
warnings of the bombs location were
given by other Volunteers.

At 8.30am the bomb detonated
despite the British army’s attempt to
defuse the device with two small
explosions.”

This was the latest in 30 bomb
attacks on this prestigious com-
mercial target which has been up
for sale for the past fwo years.

Among several other copuner-
cial premises’badly damaged‘in
the massive blast were British gov-
ernment officés in the Chamber of
Commerce building, Belfast’s
main bus terminal and the Belfast
Opera House, Scores of other
buildings were devastated over a
300 yard radius, causing damage
estimated to run into millions of
pounds.

M SECOND 1,000LB BLAST

As British forces increased their
futile ‘ring of steel’ around Belfast,
the IRA’s North Armagh Brigade
swung into action with another
1,000lb bomb attack. Commercial
property in Portadown’s High
Street took the full force of the

explosion with provisional esti-
mates putting the cost at £15 mil-
lion.

The North Armagh Brigade
said that their Volunteers placed a
Toyota Hiace van containing the
1,0001b bomb beside the offices of
the Halifax Building Society before
11pm on Saturday evening, 23
May.

As in the Belfast attack several
warnings were issued. The bomb
detonated at 11.26pm ripping
through over 40 commercial
premises. Three RUC personnel
were injured, one critically. Near-
by premises in Edward Street and
Woodhouse Street were also badly
damaged.

The Portadown explosion fol-
lows two recent blasts in nearby
Lurgan and Craigavon when
two 1,000 and 2,0001b bombs
exploded. Concluding their
statement the North Armagh
Brigade said that the full effect of
this type of operation is not con-
fined to the financial cost which

the British Exchequer has to cov=
er:

““The tying down of hundreds of
enemy personnel in fixed positions
guarding commercial property results
in gaps in their numbers in nthgr
parts of the country. These gaps u._ull
continually be exploited by our active
service units.”’

B HOTEL DESTROYED

In the fourth bomb attack on
the Drumkeen Hotel within a year,
in Knockbreda on the outskirts of
Belfast, the IRA’s Belfast Brigade
ensured that those members of the
crown forces who frequent it will
not be allowed to rest in its plush
interior after their daily maraud-
ing through nationalist communi-
ties.

The IRA’s Belfast Brigade said
that Volunteers positioned a 600lb
bomb in a Ford Sierra estate and
placed it in the Drumkeen Hotels
car park early on Sunday morning,
23 May. Following three warnings
the bomb detonated at 1.26am,
causing major structural damage
to the building. The force of the
blast left a ten foot crater in the car
park and other commercial prop-
erty at a nearby shopping complex
was also damaged. The cost of this
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® The scene of devastation in Magherafelt after th

morning
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bomb attack is estimated at £2.5
million.

The Belfast Brigade statement
went on to say that following one
attack last year they specifically
warned in a statement that continual
use by the crown forces of this hotel
would result in further bomb
attacks. With this latest attack no
members of the crown forces will be
using what is left of the building.

B MAGHERAFELT TOWN
CENTRE FLATTENED

The eastern shore of Lough
Neagh saw the next massive bomb
exploding, this time late on Sun-
day evening as the IRA’s South
Derry Brigade put a well-prepared
plan inllto effect.

Detailing their operation the
South Derry Brigade said that a
number of their engineers assem-
bled a 1,0001b bomb and put it into
a Ford Transit van. Volunteers
then accompanied the huge explo-
sive device to a spot outside the
town centre. After scouting
Magherafelt and monitoring the
movements of a number of crown
forces” mobile patrols the van was
driven into town’s Broad
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ra }iouse after the IRA’s bomb, dama,
ave run into millions of pounds
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Street, situated just
mond, where it vjas p:me D"'
the Ulsterbus depot. i

Giving cover to the bomb
were several heavily armeq
Volunteers who ensureq 10 pocc:
ble British interruption of th
o_peration. Warnings were th x
given and all Volunteers g; S
to pre-arranged positions,

At 10.21pm the bomb ety
ed, rocking the town :?l:‘t?e
destroying the Northern g
Ulster banks and reducing the bus
depot to rubble. Twenty oter
commercial premises were i
damaged and it is estimated tht
70% of all commercial buildings’a
the town were affected.

B PATROL UNDER ATTACK
On Wednesday, 19 May x
British troops were on footpatrd
along Finaghy Road Northin et
Belfast a lone IRA Volunteer
lobbed an impact grenade at tve
British soldiers. The grenade ln&
ed beside them, exploded 4
blew both across the footpath-

B BARRACKS FIRED O¥
Later on Saturday eveniflg_l
number of Volunteers opened |
from several positions at !he b{\“-.
ily fortified British base It -‘d:
B:\rnslcy, again in West Belf-\“-x
total of 30 rounds were m_e\?“ﬂ
British soldiers in Jookout posS!
the bases perimeter. -
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Brigade, Oglaigh na hExxeM‘“» 5
geted the British Kfll:vn‘&fﬂ 0
Dungannon. Provndm&:a
an IRA sniper were ‘se‘/l“ma“ﬂ
bers of an ASU posim)nefi 5
near the target. The_'é_um
two shots at an identified

f the British forces: s
% “—:: the target disapP"f'ed ol
view another British Ff”n Gt
up on the sniper’s F‘""‘,"O‘L;i 20
covering fire the & :
sation of L;;n«:my i ,.mpl_'

» withdrawa i

E}::tish fire was GPe"Tu"Mn‘h"
but by this time 3 Yo
withdrawn.




An Phoblncht/RepubIIcan News

News

Thursday, 27 May 1993 — LEATHANACH 3

Mayhew talks plan in trouble

RIFT has developed between the London and Dublin gov-
Jwernments following the latest meeting of British and Irish
ministers at Iveagh House in Dublin, damaging prospects for a

resumption of the talks process.
Thc'disagrccmcnt has arisen fol-
lowing the announcement by the
British that they would seek to
restart the talks with a paper
drawn up by British Direct Ruler
Patrick Mayhew. Mayhew insisted
that this paper would be an exclu-
sively British one and would not
countenance any input from the
Dublin government. He also
refused Dublin ministers permis-
sion to see the paper before any
talks resumption. :

Discussion at Tuesday’s meet-
ing of general ideas contained
within the British paper are
believed to have led to the current
disagreements. This was due to its
purely internal approach to the
conflict in the Six Counties. The
main thrust is for a devolved
administration in the Six Counties
and no real advance on Dublin’s
current ““consultative’” role in
affairs there.

The proposals may also have
been seen by the Dublin team as
too obviously one-sided on the
issue of sovereignty, increasing
British/unionist pressure for
Dublin to remove the national
demand for Irish unity as
expressed in Articles Two and
Three of the 1937 Constitution.

Mayhew’s comments on Arti-

cles Two and Three following the
Dublin meeting typified British
arrogance in dealing with Irish
nationalist opinion. He said: “The
Irish government knows very well
that in the view of the British gov-
ernment, Articles Two and Three
are a significant factor in whether
talks will resume and I have previ-
ously said that they were unhelp-
ful to that process.”

An acceptance by Dublin of the
British proposals as a basis for a
resumption in the talks, which
exclude Sinn Féin who represent
nearly 40% of nationalist opinion
in the Six Counties, would have
been nothing less than abject sub-
servience to a purely British agen-
da on the future of the North.

The Dublin government is
acutely aware, particularly follow-
ing the strong republican showing
in the local government elections,
that such a course of action was
not only doomed to failure but
would remove any remaining
credibility which it has among
northern nationalists.

Following Tuesday’s meeting
in Dublin’s Iveagh House May-
hew and Dick Spring issued a joint
statement expressing hopes that
the talks process would resume as
soon as possible.

It now looks as if Mayhew’s
attempts to engage in a fresh ini-
tiative to stabilise British rule in
the North with the full coopera-
tion of Dublin and the SDLP has
finally come up against its own
contradictions, helped in no small
measure by the election results.

he strong vote for Sinn Féin

strengthened the argument for
an Irish nationalist agenda and
sent a clear message that the
nationalist people would not
accept the imposition 1
of an internal Six-
County settlement.

A high vote for the
more obviously bigot-
ed representatives of
loyalism in the elec-
tions may have led
Mayhew to believe
that his hand was
strengthened in pur-
suing his attacks on
the Irish nationalist
position, in particular
Articles Two and
Three but if this was
his view it is one
which ignored the
other important vari-
ables.

The attitude of the
unionists will have
been another major
factor in the process
which led to the latest
rupture. Paisley’s

3 L &
® Patrick Mayhew and Dick Spring leave an ‘Al
attempts to stabilise British rule in Ireland with the full cooperation of Dublin has run up
against its own contradictions

M BY ART Mac EOIN
unwillingness to talk to anyone for
a variety of artificial reasons had
in recent months exposed unionist
intransigence to all and sundry.

Loyalist intransigence and
Britain’s continued unwillingness
to confront it seems once again, for
the umpteenth time in Irish histo-
ry to doom to failure another
British political initiative for Ire-
land.

Now is the obvious time for the
Dublin government and the SDLP
to seize the initiative and declare

nglo-Irish meeting’ in Dublin — Mayhew’s

e ——————
———————
that yet another British failure is
enough. It is incumbent that they
show some degree of leadership
and responsibility and formulate
an Irish agenda based clearly on
democratic principles which can at
last ensure moves towards a reso-
lution of the conflict.

The policy of isolating Sinn
Féin who speak for almost 40% of
nationalist opinion in the Six
Counties must now be ended. Dia-
logue between all shades of
nationalist opinion ought now be
commenced to find a clear politi-
cal path towards an Irish agenda
for peace.
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RUC Kkiller sent bombs to nationalists

UC KILLER Allan Moore sent bombs to nationalists in

Belfast, Carnlough and Roslea in October and November
1991. The revelations came at the close of the inquest into the
death of the RUC officer and the three people he killed at the
Sinn Féin advice centre on the Falls Road.

The evidence linking RUC killer
Allan Moore to these bombings
has been in RUC hands since
Moore killed Paddy Loughran, Pat
McBride and Michael O’'Dwyer
and then shot himself on 4 Febru-
ary 1992. Evidence given to the
inquest on Monday, 24 May 1993
revealed that Moore had hidden at
his parents’ Ballymena home
bomb-making equipment compati-

ble with bombs sent to three
nationalists.

The equipment consisted of
copper piping, camera flash bulbs,
shotgun cartridges and gunpow-
der from fireworks and when
assembled ‘‘the devices were
known as pipe bombs which had
the potential to be lethal” said the
forensic scientist.

It was also made known that

Moore had some of this bomb-
making equipment in a holdall in
his car. This was found in a search
of the car after Moore shot himself
and was in his possession when he
drove in and out of two RUC bar-
racks on the day of the killings.

The Six Counties’ chief forensic
scientist, Dr Gordan McMillan,
revealed that bombs similar to
those Moore had developed had
been discovered in the Six Coun-
ties since September 1991 when
Moore returned from England.
The scientist then informed the
inquest that none of the devices

had been found “in wider circula-
tion” since Moore’s death.

The whole episode raises the
question as to why evidence link-
ing Moore to the attempted mur-
der of at least three nationalists
was suppressed. It must also be
asked whether RUC investigations
into these bombings uncovered
involvement with loyalist paramil-
itaries.

Witness after witness to the
inquest destroyed the RUC ver-
sion of events, none more so than
psychiatrist Dr Alec Lyons. He
said the, “stress factor of working

for the RUC played only a minor
part”” in Moore’s decision to kill
three people and then kill himself.

It was his opinion that Moore
decided to kill himself before he
went to the centre. This fits in with
evidence that said Moore threat-
ened to kill himself and take oth-
ers with him. He had made threats
against republicans and had in a
calculating way set out to fulfil the
threats.

It is a far cry from a man who
““went off the rails” or a “rogue
cop that went berserk” as the RUC
and media sought to portray
Moore after he had killed three
nationalists. The RUC turned a
blind eye to the activities of some-
one they trained as a killer with a
hatred of republicans.

Decaying
HE ABILITY of the British
forces to operate in border

areas, particularly South

Armagh, is being steadily cur-

tailed due to the fast-deterio-

rating state of the occupying
forces’ fleet of helicopters.

According to Bernard Moffatt
of the Celtic League, who has been
researching the subject the British
have been forced to travel as far
afield as Bombay in an effort to
purchase second-hand helicopters
to bolster their existing stock. This
is a serious crisis for the crown
forces’ ability to give air support,
especially in areas where air trans-
port is the only reasonably safe
way to carry supplies and person-
nel.

The increasing obscelence, air-
frame attrition and stretched com-
mitment of the helicopter forces is
causing major headaches for the
Ministry of Defence (MoD). Mop
officials have been scouring heli-
copter junk yards globally for suit-

choppers worry British forces

able second-hand equipment in
addition to juggling existing
equipment between the services.
The RAF, which provides utility
and heavy-lift capability to the
army, has been looking for 20 sec-
ond-hand Puma helicopters to
augment their existing force.

The Celtic League has also
uncovered details of an MoD visit
to Bombay in India last November
to examine 20 second-hand West-
land WG 30 machines with a view
to purchase. These machines had
been used in oilfield support
work, and would have been
almost clapped out, They were
looked at and rejected. The very
fact that they were considering
purchasing Westlands, which
were designed originally for mili-
tary service but had been turned
down as unsuitable, is an indica-
tion of a degree of desperation.

A Royal Navy Lynx helicopter
and another from Belize have
recently been transferred to the
Army Air Corps. The Lynx is used

as the main support helicopter in
the Six Counties.

On the heavy-lift side, so essen-
tial for resupplying and refortify-
ing isolated bases and refilling
opened border roads, the situation
is as critical. Attempts last year to
acquire redundant Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force CH 47c’s (Chi-
nooks), were frustrated when the
Australian government traded
them in against new purchases
from Boeing/Vertol. Britain’s
existing heavy-lift fleet is to be
refurbished by its United States’
manufacturer pending decisions
on new equipment,

Mof{alts point to the continued
use of vintage machines such
as Wessex and Scout helicopters
which have over two decades’ ser-
vice as further evidence of strain.
Helicopters require four times the
maintenance hours of fixed wing
aircraft, primarily because of their
less efficient gearing, so an older
fleet means more work for British
mechanics. Last year four mem-

bers of the crown
forces were killed
when a helicopter
crashed while flying
near the border.

The IRA has also
proved more than
capable of forcing
helicopters down. In
a widely publicised
incident, three sol-
diers were injured,
one seriously, when an Army Air
Corps Gazelle AH1 helicopter was
shot down near Augher in County
Tyrone in February 1990,

With procurement policy
thrown into disarray ever since the
Westland helicopter scandal
which forced Michael Heseltine's
resignation as British Secretary of
State for Defence, the existing
stocks are likely to be over-
stretched with the increasing pos-
sibility of serious accidents.

It was the Isle of Man branch of
the Celtic League which, in 1991,
revealed that the British were

H BY LIAM O COILEAIN

covertly using four Italian Agusta
109A helicopters, two of them cap-
tured from the Argentinians dur-
ing the Malvinas War, for covert
border operations. The Agusta is
useful to undercover troops like
the SAS because of its remarkable
resemblance to the 26-County Air
Corps Dauphin helicopters.
Moffatt also accused the British
of attempting to conceal safety and
reliability facts about its heli-
copters when a Royal Navy Lynx
crashed in Kenya, killing nine
members of the crown forces,
including one from Belfast.
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Travellers protest after

violent eviction

ALARGE GROUP OF PEOPLE from a wide variety of Trav-
ellers’ representative groups held up rush hour traffic on the
main Dublin to Galway Road on Monday evening to call for the
provision of proper accommodation and to protest at the violent
eviction of a number of families from a field in Clondalkin the

previous week.

One woman suffered a broken
foot and caravans and trailers
were badly damaged when the
Travellers were violently forced
off the land. A group of workers
with cranes and diggers,
employed by the site’s owner,

&l VAN

the property developer Owen
O’Callaghan, backed up by gar-
daf in full riot gear and a group
of unemployed men, paid for the
day to act as ‘heavies’, arrived at
the Coldcutt Road site to evict

nine families.

® Eridget Collins who was injured when a garda hit her with a riot shield
while she was trying to protect her children

m BY LIAM
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ad lived on the

The Travellers d say that they

ite for two years and 4y © al
I?.:fi a good {f‘latim)shlp YV"":’L";h

idents, a relahons‘hup i
resi n opardy
some feel may be put in J b anto
now that they have been p
the side of the road.

The eviction wa
timed, the team arrivin %
on Thursday, 20 May. Mf:-" :‘: ::C
men were not on the s::iq(l o
time as they sign on for s St(rect i
fare payments at Cm:llel idiy
the city centre every T “‘cgcnl
morning. The women Pr ey
were given no time to 'mm;\c‘ldrcn
property or lol gct] (h’;:ccclmnes
ready for school. )
movuyd straight in and lifted ?:lec
caravans and trailers off the si | 5
damaging many of them severely
in the process.

Brigget Collins’ children were
in bed when the early morning
eviction commenced. She says that
she ran out of her caravan to try tlo
stop it being moved while her chil-
dren were still inside. As she got
outside a garda hit her with a riot
shield. She fell to the ground,
breaking her foot in the process.
Four Travellers were arrested,
including two teenage boys, and
charged with breach of the peace.

As soon as the trailers had be(‘zn
removed the diggers moved in
and any belongings left on the site
were covered in earth. The gang
then moved on to the Balgarry
Roundabout site where another 13
families were evicted. The Trav-
ellers later complained that none
of the families on the Coldcutt
Road site had been served with
court orders to leave the site while
only some of the Balgarry families
had been so served. :

a8 carefully-
gatﬂ.30 am

P/RN also spoke to Patrick
Mongan, whose converted
truck trailer home was burnt out
in a previous eviction a week earli-
er. Mongan warned the workers
with the crane that he had a fire
burning in the range but they
ignored him and attempted to
move the trailer anyway. The fire
tipped over and the trailer was
completely gutted, destroying his
£400 range, new television and
other property. His other caravan
was also badly damaged when it
was dropped onto the roadway
outside the field.
Mongan had previously
received a court order to vacate

An Phoblacht/nepuw’e‘
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@ A child being carried during the protest at the violent evictions of |

Travellers from a field in Clondalkin

the site. When he received it he
went to Dublin County Council
seeking alternative accommoda-
tion but nothing came of it.

The heavy-handed treatment of
the Travellers.on the Coldcutt
Road site by gardai, who have
from the start played an active
part in the eviction have been con-
demned by Julie Smith of the
Clondalkin Travellers” Group as
“unnecessary and inflammatory”’.
The group has written to the
Department of Justice calling for
an inquiry into the gardai’s han-
dling of the eviction. “The very
fact that the police came in riot
gear was provocative in itself,”
said Fr Séan Farrell, who repre-
sents the Parish of the Travelling
People.

Local community activist and
Sinn Féin representative John
McCann, speaking about the
forced evictions, condemned the

Hot money — cold comfort

W BY NEIL FORDE

IGHT NOW the Department of Social Welfare in the 26

Counties is owed more than £27 million. This figure covers
the period 1988 to 1992, less than half is due to ‘fraudulent’
claims, the rest being overpayments due to administrative errors,
All wrong payments are pursued relentlessly, the sums are never
written off. Over 500 of the Department of Social Welfare's 4,000
staff work in the control of alleged social welfare fraud,

At the same time over £2 billion is
held in foreign bank accounts ille-
gally by Irish citizens. The Dublin
government has decided not pur-
sue these account holders through
the courts. They will not have to
pay the hundreds of millions of
pounds of tax foregone to the Rev-
enue Commissioners.

No, their money will be wel-
comed back into the Irish economy
in the form of interest bearing
bonds, which means that their mon-

ey will earn them profits, These tax
dodgers will only have to pay a once
off levy of 15% on the repatriation of
their ‘hot money’.

This gives just a small insight
into the workings of the economic
policy of the Labour/Fianna Féil
coalition government right now,
Albert Reynolds in a speech last
weekend showed just how much
off beam from the real economic
situation the Dublin government
is. He reamed off an impressive

list of statistics attesting to the
health and well being of the 26-
County economy.

The growth rate “will be in
excess of 2.5%" which is “better
than the international average’’,
Oulr “rating in international com-
petitiveness has jumped from 16th
place to 9th*’, Reynolds told us
lha't “positive growth has been
maintained throughout the current
recession, Ireland has clearly
shown its ability to outperform its
competitors when times are
tough concluded Reynolds,

© can take some comfort from
the fact that Reynolds diq
acknowledge that there is a reces-
sion out there and that times are
tough. But that's as far as govern-
ment policy goes. There has been
O response from the government
on the array of plant anq company

manner in which the develope
had moved to clear the W0 sites,
He said that local residents, why |
have previously met with the
Travellers, have met on My
evening and expressed thei:snp {
port for the Travellers’ demand iy
a proper site with conveniences. 4 -
leaflet will be distributed in the
area attacking Dublin County
Council for its failure to settle the
Travellers situation. “'Thereis
absolutely no animosity betwea
the two communities,” he emphz- |
sised. !
Julie Smith told AP/RN that e
Travellers are taking legal action
over the damage done to propery
during the eviction. Brid;et
Collins is also taking an action
over the assault. She has already |
lodged a formal complaint against
two gardaf at Ballyfermot Garda !
Barracks.

closures in the past month.
Though not on the scale of a Digi-
tal the cumulative effect has been
the same, people on the dole, com-
munities more disadvantaged,
poverty more threatening.

_ ATand T, the US Communica-
tions giant made 113 workers
redundant at the end of April.
Thv:)_' then proceeded to engage in
A price war with British Telecom,
which seems also to be a part of its
:\stmctu:ijng Programme. Amdahl

nounced in early May that
would shed 150 joybs. Aygain t;:es)el
cuts were due to the worldwide

:j:es‘smn which Albert Reynolds

nts us t i 5
pel'forminge_beheve we are “‘out
Also victims in the las|
are S'hfdley‘ the Irish subsi‘d;\:;\ ID};
a British software distribution
S"“Pﬂny, 17 jobs were lost here.
ne hunerv*c\i, and nine jobs are to
Wexford at th:
ty jobs went

Xman trousers in
end of July. Twen-
at at Boeing sub-

sidiary in Cork last weekend: B
the Baker closed its Ballyfern®
plant in Dublin making ave.lu;e
workers redundant. This 'dwbu(
was not due to the re.cesslogm
the management’s desire to el
production to its other
unionised plants in Ireland. -
It seems that there ar¢ .
downsides to “lrgland’s s
found economic resilienc®
the usual stagnating emp
levels. The total nun}ber ol
ers has not risen signific2®
its 1981 high. Reynoucon
unemployment on the d
rapid growth in the la pore
due to “returning emigr
“lost their jobs abroad o nub",‘
So here we have the .
Dublin government eCD;‘l‘l’ pend
cy. The governxpentlwacﬁ’ bt
policy, ignoring illegal
the billions back
emigrant workers cJ‘f‘ " worke®
There are no policy
only for money and p

Joymett

rofits:
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GIBRALTAR CASE FOR EUROPEAN C

Wm{ THE ANNOUNCEMENT last week in Strasbourg by

th
IRA

McCann's case against the
Scpk-mber,
hacl} in the internation,
against Irish citizens,

The three Volunteers were gunned
down on the streets of Gibraltar in
f\‘ltﬂ’(‘h 1988 by members of the
British army’s Special Air Service.
At no time was any attempt made
to arrest the three and their killing
was (»bviously sanctioned at the
highest level by Margaret Thatch-

er's government.

Her foreign secretary, Geoffrey
Howe went to the lengths of issu-
ing a false statement in Westmin-
ster, a statement which bore no
relation to what actually happened
on that Sunday afternoon.

The families of the three Volun-
h"vrs have petitioned the European
Court of Human Rights for a dec-
laration that Britain “was guilty of
a breach of Article Two of the

3 e] European Court of Human Rights that the families of

Olunteers Mairéad Farrell, Se4n Savage and Danny
British government will go ahead on 3
the British government has found itself once again
al spotlight for its abuses of human rights

Convention of Human Rights”.
Article Two deals with the right to
life. The court has agreed to hold
an oral hearing into the case.

The families, represented by
their lawyer P] McGrory and
Dutch lawyer Duare Korff, have
exhausted every local legal reme-
dy through court actions alleging
unlawful killing.

During these hearings the
British government tried to hide
the full facts around the case by
introducing certificates unde ~
Crown Proceedings Act, which
said that there was no legal
involvement by Britain in the mat-
ter and that the proceedings
should be pursued in Gibraltar.

This obvious contradiction was
queried by many legal observers

® JOE DOHERTY

sentences in the Six Counties.
Their case was heard over two
days on the 20 and 21 May.

The two, Joe Doherty and
Michael McKee escaped from
Crumlin Road Gaol in 1981 and
were arrested in New York and
Dublin respectively.

Doherty spent nine years in
custody in the US and despite
winning every major legal battle
he fought he was deported to the
Six Counties. This was because
two US attorney generals inter-
fered in the legal process at
Britain’s behest.

Doherty is now asking that
the British authorities count the
nine years that he spent in New
York’s Metropolitan Correctional
Centre against the life sentence
he received in a Diplock court.

Eilish McDermott, Doherty’s
barrister, told the court that if the
| British Direct Ruler Patrick May-
| hew refuses to consider his case
| for review until he has served ten
| years in Long Kesh then he will
| be over 50 years of age before his
case is considered by the review
f board in 2002. ’
McKee, who won an extradi-

McKee and Doherty
seek review |

WO REPUBLICAN POWs have taken the British govern- |
ment to court in Belfast in an attempt to have the time they |
spent in gaol in the USA and 26 Counties deducted from their

.

arrested in Ballymurphy, Belfast
while visiting his family

McKee had been arrested in
the 26 Counties three months
after he escaped from Crumlin
Road Gaol in 1981 and was sen-
tenced to ten years on escape
charges under the Criminal Law
Jurisdiction Act.

Two days before McKee was
due to be released from this sen
tence he was served with the
extradition warrant. He was giv-
en a written guarantee from the
Northern Ireland Office that his
time in Portlacise would be taken
into account if he was extradited.
Since his arrest McKee has been
told that the years he spent in
Portlaoise will not be taken off
his sentence.

“He is now in the position |
where one secretary of state is |
disowning an undertaking given ‘
by another and therefore is being |
treated unfairly” McKee’s coun- |
sel Tom Cahill told the court. |

The case was adjourned with 1
the judge, Lord Justice Murray ‘
reserving judgement until a later
date.

tion case in the 26 Counties, was
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@ Mairéad Farrell, Sein Savage and Dan McCann's killings in 1988 will be the subject of a case in the European
Court of Human Rights next September

who raised the important point
that if there was no legal involve-
ment by the British government
then what were its heavily armed
undercover soldiers doing in
Gibraltar killing unarmed citizens
of another country, Ireland?

The five year delay in the
Human Rights Court is not untyp-
ical as in some cases petitioners
have had to wait for up to 10
years

It also emerged recently that
as part of its policy to conceal its
record of human rights abuses
against Irish citizens both in the
occupied Ireland and elsewhere,
the British government is trying
to block reforms urgently need-
ed to avoid the collapse of the
system

eform in Strasbourg has also
been blocked by the 26-Coun-

ty government, which joined with
Britain to block a proposal to
replace the present two-tier sys-
tem with a single layer court,
which unlike the present structure,
would sit permanently.

The importance for the British
government of hiding its
widespread abuses of human
rights was highlighted by the fact
that Britain’s Foreign Secretary,
Douglas Hurd (who ironically was
the British Minister who brought
in the broadcasting ban in 1988)
chaired the unsuccessful and bad-
ly needed ‘reform’ meeting of the
Human Rights Court two weeks
ago.

British barrister, Anthony
Lester, QC, an expert in adminis-
trative and constitutional law,
speaking to human rights group
Charter 88 last week, said that the
court now could barely cope. “We

are looking at a minimum delay in
future of ten years”” and he pre-
dicted that this could rise to 15
years without reform.

Britain, which has the worst
record of any of the signatories to
the Human Rights Convention
with nearly 50 adverse decisions
in the Strasbourg court, is now set
to increase the time petitioners
have to wait. This figure of 50 can
be more fully appreciated when
put against the fact that Denmark,
Norway or Luxembourg have not
one single violation of human
rights.

A senior legal representative in
Strasbourg was quoted as saying:

“It looks as if the British gov-
ernment’s strategy is to let the sys-
tem collapse at the seams, to
prevent further embarrassment.
This business smells very bad.”

Death of Gerry

‘The Bird’

Doherty

EPUBLICANS all over Ireland were saddened to hear of the

death this week of Gerry
Wednesday, 26 May. He was 82

Gerry was born in 1911 in
ton outside Derry. He fc

Eglin-

® GERRY ‘THE BIRD' DOHERTY

‘The Bird" Doherty. Gerry died on

joined the Republican Movement
aged 17 in Derry City. He had

carried messages and ran
errands as a boy during the Tan
War.

The years 1939 to 1946 saw Ger-
ry interned or on the run. He and
four Belfast internees made the
first escape from Crumlin Road
Gaol by going over the wall with a
rope ladder at dinner time on 6
June 1941.

He was captured in Buncrana
in 1942 and interned in the Cur-
ragh Camp where he again
promptly escaped only to be cap-
tured again within weeks. In 1943
Gerry spent 49 days on
hunger strike in appalling
conditions. Two internees
from each province went on
the strike.

In 1946 Gerry was one of
the last internees released.
He became national organ-
iser for na Fianna and
played a role in the 1950s
campaign. He was active in
the Civil Rights Movement
and was the chief steward
on Bloody Sunday. It was
Gerry who covered Barney
McGuigan, shot dead by
the Parachute Regiment
with the blue and white
Civil Rights Association
banner.

Gerry was a regular
attender of both the Boden-
stown commemoration and
Sinn Féin ard fheiseanna.
He had up to 1992 attended
52 Bodenstown commemo-
rations and was a Cumann
Cabhrach honouree in 1986.

AP/RN will carry a full
obituary and funeral report
next week.
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B Croppies and Crowns

N THE DAY AFTER the electoral choice of a quarter of the voters

in Ireland was made known the news media in the 26 Counties
was not dominated by the local election results in the North but by the
announcement that Mary Robinson was to visit the Queen of England.

The Irish Press, founded long ago to balance the pro-royalist and anti-
republican bias of the other Dublin dailies, carried the front page headline
“Right Royal Welcome” on Saturday 22 May. Three inside pages were
devoted to the visit and only one to analysing the main story of the week
in Ireland, the Six»Coumy elections. RTE’s main TV news bulletins on Fri-
day evening carried the ‘royal’ story as their first item at least they should
have lead with the election results, the main feature of which was the
strong Sinn Féin showing.

What all this demonstrates is not only the customary blind eye that is
turned to events in the Six Counties but also the ever more brazen promo-
tion of West Britonism in the 26 Counties. Mimicking their English tabloid
counterparts the media bosses reckon that ‘royal’ stories sell papers. It all
fits in very neatly with the campaign to remove Articles Two and Three.

The lobby for the English queen to visit the 26 Counties — which was
given a boost by the Robinson visit — is part of the attempt to present rela-
tions between Britain and Ireland as normal. No matter that the Queen of
England is the nominal head of the forces of the crown who occupy the Six
Counties in her name. No matter that her grand uncle’s signature is on the
Government of Ireland Act which the West British want to leave as the
uncontested claim to sovereignty over the Six Counties.

This is the queen who personally decorated the officer commanding the
paratroopers who carried out the Bloody Sunday massacre in Derry. This is
the president who pointedly failed to visit the Bloody Sunday memorial in
Derry when she visited the city.

The resumption of normal relations between Britain and Ireland will be
welcome. Pretending that they exist, and promoting discredited British
royalty, only disguises the establishment’s responsibility for the very con-
flict which prevents normal relations.

Bad decision

THE DECISION of the European Court of Human Rights in Stras-
bourg to uphold the British government’s laws allowing people to
be held for up to a week without charge was depressing and danger-
ous.

There is a mountain of available evidence to prove that people detained
by the RUC for long periods have been systematically abused. Hundreds
of them have subsequently been wrongly convicted and imprisoned.
Britain uses its seven day detention to physically and psychologically
abuse Irish citizens and to pervert their legal rights. Such a negative deci-
sion in Strasbourg should also be seen in the light of the failure of the
Dublin government to raise British human rights abuses at an international
and diplomatic level, thus leaving it to the victims themselves, such as
those who took this case, to seek justice alone and with no resources.

ANNUAL WOLFE TONE
COMMEMORATION

Bodenstown 1993
Speaker Martin McGuinness
Sunday 20 June

Areas should begin organising buses now

An Cumann Cabhrach Testimonial Dinner
8pm Friday 18 ]une
REGENCY HOTEL, DUBLIN

Music and bar extension

Téille £15. Please come early.
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To all those who worked
in these elections I wish to
send hearty congratulations
on this magnificent reSU}!
which you secured. Thl_s
you did with great de}erml-
nation and courage in the
face of British crown forces
intimidation, an escalating
loyalist death squad cam-
paign which threatened
your lives and the lives of
your families, and a media
ban which hampered you in
getting the Sinn Féin mes-
sagc across.

Not only did you help
elect 51 Sinn Féin council-
lors, an increase of eight on
the 1989 election, but you
increased Sinn Féin’s share
of the vote to 12.5%. Sinn
Féin is now the largest par-
ty in Omagh and has
received more votes than
any other party in Belfast.

Through your diligent
work and commitment you
have contributed in no
small measure to furthering
the struggle for Irish free-
dom, and you have dis-
patched a clear message to
the London and Dublin
governments and the inter-
national community that
the republican agenda for a
!asfmg peace must be taken
into account.

It has been my privilege
and honour to work along-
side all of you during this
election campaign. With
such a team Sinn Féin will
overcome all the obstacles
thrown in its way and
speed the day of lasting
peace.

There have been efforts
by the other parties anq
Particularly the SDLP, to
explain away the Sinn Féin
Vote as a protest vote and a
res;;\l)l _of Personation. This
520::“chwh"fge says more

u e faiulre of these
Parties to accept the realit
of the recent results, Thi
strength and re
the re
be e

silience of
Publican vote cannot
Xplained away so easi-
ly. It is worth noting that
none of the other parties
have protesteq against the
censorship of oy party
indeed some call for greate;
Tepression anq Support

dent Gerry
Jection restt

atula’
hich he COMBY S Féin performance
u

Adams respond-
1t with this state-
ted party workers

efforts to disenfranchise our
voters, including the mur-
der campaign against our
activists.

Any analysis of our vote
will show the reality and
potential for growth of the
republican vote. The recent
result was our best local
government result and saw
a rise in our vote both east
and west of the Bann. We
increased our vote, our per-
centage of the vote and our
rcprcscnmlion on the coun-
cils. We secured this success
despite censorship and oth-
er obstacles. When one con-
siders the electoral lifelines
thrown to the SDLP and the
anti-democratic stance of
the London and Dublin
governments and the
unionists, then the increase
of our vote takes on even
more signifigance. It is
obvious that in a fair elec-
toral system the Sinn Féin
vote would grow even
more.

It is also obvious that the
electorate do not accept the
restrictions placed upon
Sinn Féin by the London
government and echoed by
Dublin. Patrick Mayhew
and Dick Spring and their
advisers will have studied
the election results includ-
ing the size of our vote.

have made it clear many

times that they should
proceed towards the demo-
cratic option of agreeing to
end partition and of estab-
lishing procedures by
which this can be accom-
plished. Every other intitia-
tive has been within the
context of partition, a
British political agenda and
with the unionist veto
underwritten. They have all
failed. It is time for a new
beginning.

If there is a political will
to move forward then the
lt{c.\l election result can pro-
vide the catalyst for the
governments to do this.
Sinn Féin went to the elec-
torate with a programme
which included our peace
Project. Our peace strategy
IS now a central part of our
function as a political party.
We renewed our mandate
and significantly a larger
section of the electorate
endorsed our position.

It is totally hypocritical
of the British government to
Permit Irish citizens the

® GERRY Apy,
right to v S

not suit jts imc,;:es"lkdn
government o igr’| or

mandate, Similar} 0re
cannot witp
claim 3 ny
nationalists
Mr Spring ;
validitg of fm‘im'“ the

Either Sinp pa;
have rights or ‘f\i?;%
Hitherto the LO“dOOM
Dublin gm,el,nmemsn
chosen to disenfranch.
our voters. They oy, .
yet another OPportun
rcd_;t;‘ss the situatiop, “

e ongoj

the conflicgt alrncgcleef:?:is o 1
of the failure of Brifig ! |
govenrment policy. Thereig
an urgent need for both
governments to abangyy
their old Propaganda pesi.
tions. I call upon them togdy
50, so that we may all ey
the process of seeking 3
negotiated settlementfy
this conflict. This is the only
way towards a lasting pexe
1n our country,

I appeal also to the
unionist parties to aceept
the failure of their negatiie
and self-serving tactics.
Paisley has failed to ‘Smash
Sinn Féin” as he promised o
do and the antics of the o
er unionist parties areclaf
ly defeated. Equality
needed, not domination

That unionist domiok
tion in councils is due®
part to a failure of some
nationalists to use all el
preference votes. Hid" :
done so then Sinn Féit
12.5% of the vote WOX
have secured 72 sei “.
our percentage of the 2
instead of 51.

Although | am del8
with our strong ;
mance there is "‘ud‘-w
to be done to max
nationalist electora! g
tial. Our p;rt{ will ap
itself to this task-

Finally [ Vv"h‘ﬂso
gratulate all Sinnt FTM
dates and election ¥
thank all our i
have s(rengthé“‘da<
nationalist ageno
all the odds, ‘"(“
peaceful way "Eew
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V\:fomen to the fore i

SINN FEINiS HISTORIC VICTORY in last week’s loca
men_k elections also saw the successful elect
en candidates standing for Sinn Féin.

Una Gillespie, who stood in Tish
Holland’s old seat in the Upper
Falls area of West Belfast, polled a
remarkable 2,765 Vvotes, beating
the quota by over 500 and polling
more votes than any other Sinn
Féin candidate across the Six
Cm'mtics. Una, who has been an
active member of the party for
many years and is a former mem-
ber of the Ard Chombhéirle, takes
an active role in the promotion of
women's rights and issues. She is
currently a member of Sinn Féin's
Women’s Department.

Una is joined in Belfast City
Hall by Marie Moore, who
replaced Lily Fitzsimmons in the
Lower Falls. Marie Moore has
b.ecn involved in republican poli-
tics all of her adult life. As a mem-
ber of Gerry Adams’ team she
helped coordinate constituency
work within West Belfast for
many years. During the Blanket
protest and H-Block hunger
strikes, Marie was a prominent
member of Sinn Féin's POW
Department.

Derry also returned two Sinn
Féin women candidates, policital
campaigner Mary Nelis who stood
in Northland and community
activist Bernie Bradley from City-
side. Mary Nelis, who has been
politically active since the 1960s,

N

| govern-
ion of seven wom-

established the first women'’s
group in the Creggan in 1965. She
was also involved in the setting up
of the resource centre Dove House
and a women'’s cooperative. Mary
describes her priority as a council-
lor as “putting women on the
map’ and challenging women’s
u.ndcrrvpros«‘-nlaﬁnn within Derry
city.,

Fellow Derry Sinn Féin Coun-
cillor Bernie Bradley is the kind of
hardworking activist who is
described as the backbone of the
party. A conscientious community
worker, Bernie has been particu-

: _1',3 2
® UNA GILLESPIE

n Sinn Feéin victory

larly active on housing issues and
campaigning for greater leisure
facilities for young people.

Lisburn Councillor Annie Arm-
strong was the focus of Sinn Féin's
success in Lagan Valley where she
joined the two sitting councillors
for Poleglass and Twinbrook to
take an extra seat for Sinn Féin in
Dunmurry Cross. Annie, who has
been active within her community
for many years, is a founding
member of the local tenant’s asso-
ciation. She is the first woman to
be elected in the Dunmurry Cross
area.

enise Sutton in Dungannon at
21 years of age is the

©® MARIE MOORE

youngest Sinn Féin candidate and
the youngest councillor. With her
family active camapigners on
prison issues since the blanket
protest and H-Block hunger
strikes of the early ‘80s Denise has
a solid republican background.
Denise believes that her own expe-
rience of forced emigration to
work in America as a teenager
gives her a particular understand-
ing of the problems faced by Ire-
land’s youth.

In Magherafelt Margaret
McKenna comes from a long line
of republicans. She has been
involved in Sinn Féin for a number
of years and is known locally for
her diligence as a constituency
worker. Margaret sees her political
priorities as the basic issues of
housing, social welfare and
employment. Although this is the
first time Margaret has been elect-
ed as a Sinn Féin councillor, she is
no stranger to fighting election
campaigns and is particularly
remembered for her sterling work
as director of canvass, in the by-
election which followed the loyal-
ist murder of Sinn Féin Councillor
Bernard O Hagan.

While Sinn Féin is working to
increase the number of women in
the party and the number of wom-
en candidates and councillors the
calibre and performance of the
party’s women in the election
bodes well for the future.

® MARGARET McKENNA

ry 2 SS

® Derry City’s newly elected Sinn Féin council

lors with some of their electic

n team outside Derry’s Guildhall

The
winning
ol

ANTRIM
Henry Cushinan

ARMAGH
Noel Sheridan

BELFAST CITY COUNCIL
Joe Austin

Una Gillespie

Tom Hartley

Bobby Lavery

Alex Maskey

Fra McCann

Pat McGeown
Paddy McManus
Marie Moore
Mairtin O Muilleoir

COOKSTOWN
Seamie Campbell
Seén Begley

CRAIGAVON
Brendan Curran
Brendan McConville

DERRY CITY COUNCIL
Hugh Bradley
Bernadette Bradley
Gear6id O hEara

Mitchel McLaughlin
Mary Nelis

DUNGANNON
Brendan Doris
Vincent Kelly
Raymond McMahon
Francie Molloy
Denise Sutton

FERMANAGH
Robert Martin

Gerry McHugh
Jack McManus

LIMAVADY
Tommy Donaghy
LISBURN

Annie Armstrong
Michael Ferguson
Pat Rice

MAGHERFELT
Patrick Groogan
John Hurl
Margaret McKenna
Gerry Walsh
MOYLE

James McCarry

NEWRY& MOURNE
Davy Hyland
Brendan Curran

Jim McAllister
Patrick McDonald
Conor Murphy

OMAGH

Sedn Clarke
Francis Mackey
Barney McAleer
Patsy McMahon
Gerry McMenamin
Patrick Watters

STRABANE
Ivan Barr
Charlie McHugh
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A people’s vict

H BY JIM GIBNEY

DURING the course of the election campaign it was clear
that Sinn Féin'’s election workers were in excellent form
and an upbeat mood prevailed throughout. On the ground it
was evident that Sinn Féin’s electorate were confident in
their support for the republican struggle and the Sinn Féin
vote was solid. In a spéckacular result, Sinn Féin polled
77,984 votes overall, representing a 10,000 increase from
1989, returning 51 councillors, an overall increase of eight
seats. Two by-election victories since 1989 had brought the
number of outgoing Sinn Féin councillors to 43. Overall,
Sinn Féin increased its percentage share of the vote by more
than any other party, increasing from 11.2% to 12.5%.

In West Belfast the percentage
vote is even more striking with
Sinn Féin polling 47% of the
vote and the SDLP slipping to
21%. In the Lower Falls, three
out of four Sinn Féin candidates
were elected on the first count,
polling above the quota by sev-
eral hundred votes each. The
fourth candidate was elected on
the second count. Tom Hartley
topped the poll with a vote of
2,573, securing more first pref-
erence votes than that polled by
the entire Workers’ Party and
Democratic Left put together.
Clearly with the 2,000 votes
above the quota polled by Sinn
Féin’s Lower Falls candidates,
the party is on line for taking
another seat in this area. In the
Upper Falls Sinn Féin also
polled almost 1,000 extra votes,
making the very real possibility
of an extra Sinn Féin seat in the
area in any forthcoming elec-
tion.

In North Belfast, the seat taken
by Sinn Féin in a by-election was
consolidated, returning Joe
Austin to City Hall. Gerard
McGuigan successfully increased
Sinn Féin’s share of the vote in
the Castle Ward, while Joe
O’Donnell standing in the Pot-
tinger area of the Short Strand

narrowly missed securing the
seat. In South Belfast, Sean Hayes
maintained a solid Sinn Féin vote
with loyalist death squads, who
have increased sectarian attacks
in the Lagan Bank area, failing to
intimidate the nationalist elec-
torate. All this bodes ill for the
unionist majority of one in
Belfast’s Council chambers.

In Belfast City Hall, the sec-
ond largest elected body in Ire-
land (the first being Leinster
House) and the largest elected
forum in the Six Counties, Sinn
Féin won the largest share of
the first preference vote in the
city bringing their number of
seats to ten, Sinn Féin is the sec-
ond largest party in City Hall
and the largest nationalist par-
ty.
2 All this has to be viewed
against the backdrop of a whole
alliance of anti-republican
forces which includes the politi-
cal, clerical and media establish-
ment. Despite a murder
campaign  against party
activists, censorship, intimida-
tion, harassment, attempts to
marginalise Sinn Féin as a party
and demonise party workers, in
terms of local government elec-
tions, last week’s results were
the best ever for Sinn Féin.

Clearly ordinary people have
been able to see through the
massive propaganda offensive
against Sinn Féin. It’s a people’s
victory.

Even in areas which had
been targeted by loyalist death
squads the nationalist elec-
torate, far from being intimidat-
ed, turned out in even greater
force, and the Sinn Féin vote
actually increased. In Magher-
afelt District Council, for exam-
ple, where a seat was formerly
held by Bernard O’'Hagan who
was gunned down by a loyalist
death squad in September 1991,
Sinn Féin topped the poll with a
43% increase in first preference
votes.

Clearly in Mid-Ulster and
South Derry the loyalist cam-
paign against Sinn Féin has
failed to intimidate either party
workers or our support.

Dungannon was another
tremendous success with Sinn
Féin topping the poll in three
wards. Francie Molloy topped
the poll in Torrent and Ray-
mond McMahon in Clogher
Valley. In Dungannon Town,
Vincent Kelly, the father of IRA
Volunteer Paddy Kelly who
was assassinated by the SAS in
Loughgall, polled twice as
many votes as Vincent Curry of
the SDLP who is as bigotted
against Sinn Féin as any union-
ist councillor. Omagh produced
another solid performance,
returning six councillors and
increasing Sinn Féin's share of
the vote. This election proves
that we have halted the decline
of Sinn Féin’s vote in this area
which we detected during last
May’s Westminster elections,

In Derry, Sinn Féin increased
its share of the vote by a third.
Sinn Féin had five outgoing

Féin voters celebrate along with newly

elected councillors with a victory parade from
olfast’s City Hall to West Belfast

S r

councillors and successfully
returned five. Sinn Féin gained
a new seat but lost another due
to a boundary change, so that
the overall number of Sinn Féin
seats remained the same.

In one of the most notorious-
ly anti-nationalist councils in
the Six Counties, Lisburn, Sinn
Féin topped the polls in the
Dunmurray Cross area and
returned an extra candidate.

Sinn Féin has now secured
an eighth of the overall vote.
Had more of the nationalist
electorate transferred to Sinn
Féin, we could have secured 72
seats, transforming the political
complexion of councils West of
the Bann from unionist to
nationalist control. Nationalists
across the Six Counties need to
realise the potential for signifi-
cant change at local government
level if they properly use their
preferences.

Organisationally Sinn Féin
was better prepared for this
local government election than
previous elections. We spent
more time preparing at local
and Six Counties level and the
result proves that where we are
well organised and give effec-
tive leadership locally then we
get the results we're entitled to.
One of my regrets following last
week’s tremendous success is
that Sheena Campbell was not
here to see it. Sheena played a
central role in helping to devel-
OP our current election pro-
gramme. ~ As  campaign
manager, Sheena helped to win
a succession of by-elections in
z::gi;;;\fon, Magherfelt and

B ast and passed on her
expertise to those areas and
many others. She would have

been very proud of
mance. SRL RS

IT’S ALL OVER, bar the

say what the political an

On the nationalist side, the pre-
diction of a continued decline
for the Sinn Féin vote not only
failed to come true — the
reverse happened. Sinn Féin ig
very much the fourth largest
party in the Six Counties, gain.
ing the largest vote in Belfast
and Omagh, and the greatest
number of nationalist seats in
Omagh, Dungannon and
Belfast.

In the absence of an assem-
bly at Stormont, Belfast City
Council is the largest political
forum in the Six Counties, and
the second largest in Ireland,
Sinn Féin’s place in that forum,
both in terms of votes, and of
nationalist seats, cannot be
ignored. Yet hardly had the
votes been counted, than the
media turned away from Sinn
Féin elected representatives
and resumed speaking of the
“four main parties”, meaning
the Official Unionists, the DUP,
the SDLP and Alliance.

On the unionist side, con-
trary to ‘informed’ predictions,
the DUP vote failed to collapse.
The DUP has repeatedly
warned in recent months that it
would not participate in a
revamped inter-party talks pro-
cess until the Dublin govern-
ment amended Articles Two

Election gy
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of hard work on

@ Its peace proposals, which
have been outlined repeatedly
to the electorate over the last
two years in the campaign
around the document, Towards
a Lasting Peace.

Sinn Féin voters sent this
double message loud and clear
last Wednesday to Mayhew,
Spring and their governments.
They also sent it to the interna-
tional community, and in par
ticular the US administration
which seems still intent on
refusing Sinn Féin representa-
tives the democratic right to
explain their political nl\y- ctives
to US citizens, and still comes
up with ill-thought out state-
ments in support of a talks pro-
cess which has already
collapsed twice, and will pr\\l;~
ably collapse a third time if it is
ever resumed.

Finally, Sinn Féin voters
have shown that there is a large
section of the population in the
North that will not be silenced
by censorship or political exclu-
sion, that will not be cowed by
military repression or loyalist

death \qu)d\ and that will not
be deflected from its demand
for justice and national demo-
cratic rights by the continuous
gush of propaganda from the
political, media and academic
establishments. As Wednes-
/s results have shown, the
e for freedom burns strong
and inextinguishable until free-
dom is won.

that won't (o away
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election for Sinn Féin since
they contested the October
1982 Assembly elections.

However this time around
the Sinn Féin vote is not'a
political lever for the Dublin
government or the SDLP, it
was not a rallying target for
the unionists. It does not merit
sympathetic newspaper edito-
rials. Instead the Sinn Féin vote
is as it always has been, a legit-
imate voice from the national-
ist commumty.

Sinn Féin’s entry into elec-
toral politics eleven years ago
has been paralleled by an
industry of psychologists, pun-
dits and politicians who have
combined to explain away and
interpret negatively the Sinn
Féin vote. The core theme of
this ever-widening group has
been to preside over what they
perceived as the slow erosion
of Sinn Féin’s electoral perfor-
mance.

Few people outside the

republican areas of the North
believed that Sinn Féin would
win 10% of the overall vote in
1982, or nearly 40% of the
nationalist vote the following
year in the Westminster election.
In 1993 even fewer believed
that they were capable of
increasing their vote in last
week’s local election. Nobody
in the media or the political
establishment has been pre-
pared to recognise eleven
years of unbroken republican
electoral representation.

Instead Sinn Féin has been
subjected to over a decade of
misinterpretation, manipula-
tion and now institutionalised
ostracisation of republican vot-
ers. Only once in the last
eleven years has the Sinn Féin
vote dipped below its initial
10% share. This was in the
1989 EC election and came
only a month after that year’s
local elections where Sinn Féin
had won 11.2% of the vote.

Sinn Féin won five seats in
the 1982 Assembly elections
compared to the SDLP’s 14.
The Westminster election the
following year saw Sinn Féin's
vote rise to 13.4%, Gerry
Adams was elected in West
Belfast, while Danny Morrison
finished only 68 votes behind
Willie McCrea in Mid Ulster.
John Hume was the single
SDLP MP elected, prompting
the Irish News to headline the
election result as “Two nation-
alist voices”.

However such an assertion
has been lost in election report-

® Derry elecuon victory celebrations in 1985. Despite the wnahe: and
speculation of establishment reporters Sinn Féin has remained a
formidable force in electoral politics in the Six Counties

ing ever since. We have been
told continually that the SDLP
and Sinn Féin are locked in a
battle “for hearts and minds of
the nationalist community”".
And that there can only be one
legitimate nationalist voice —
the SDLP. However, the elec-
tion results since 1982 have
showed that leadership of the

representation for the third
consecutive term, this time
making gains on seven of the
15 councils where Sinn Féin
has elected representatives.
What eleven years of elections
in the Six Counties has proved
is that over one third of the
nationalist community, a
republican eleclorate have

whole nationalist ¢
by one political party is nul
possible. The SDLP never
made any attempt to represent
the republican vote.

Since 1985 Sinn Féin has
had representation on the Six
Counties local councils. The
1993 vote has reaffirmed that

voted i ly for freed
justice and peace. lt is time t}\at
the political ostriches in Lon-
don and Dublin took their
heads out of the sand, realised
that those votes are not going
away and took up the historic
task of actually establishing
real democracy in Ireland.
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ReVi eW/M; on Cork in Munster

DUBLIN'S
LABOURED

VICTORY

W BY RORY
DUNNE

EXFORD PARK was where yours truly ven-
tured last Sunday to see how Dublin, the
league-title holders, fared in their first round Leinster

Championship clash with the Slaneysiders.

The home side could have
had a goal in the first
minute but they fluffed the
chance, and it was Dublin’s
Jack Sheedy who opened
the scoring in the eighth
minute. The Leinster cham-
pions dominated after that
and led by six points to nil
after 25 minutes. Wexford
got two frees just before half
time to give themselves a
fighting chance in the sec-
ond half.

Dublin’s Paul Bealin was
replaced by Pat Gilroy for
the second half but it didn’t
upset the Dubs as Sheedy
and Gilroy dominated mid-
field for the second 35 min-
utes. With Paul Clarke,
Dessie Farrell and Vinny
Murphy getting some good
scores in the second half it
always seemed as if Dublin
would win. Some late Wex-
ford points gave the score a

look of respectability but
Dublin deserved more than
a four point win. They have
the inaccuracy of their for-
wards to blame for that.
The Dubs' defence and
midfield was sound
throughout the 70 minutes
but once again attack was
their problem. Vinny Mur-
phy is not a centrehalf for-
ward and the selectors
should leave him at full for-
ward. Paul Clarke, Niall
Guiden and Dessie Farrell
played well in patches but
Jim Gavin and Martin
Doran will be looking over

replay of the National
League, at Thurles. Things
are looking good for a Mun-
ster Championship.

he shock of the cham-

pionship came in
Waterford last Sunday
when Kerry hurlers beat
the home side by a goal to
record their first champi-
onship win since 1905.
This is great for the game
of hurling and hopefully it
won't be long before one
of the so-called weaker
counties (Antrim, Down,
Dublin etc) wins an All-
Ireland title. A lesser shock
in Ennis where a great first
half performance by Clare
(Cyril Lyons and Ger
O’Loughlin mainly) was
enough to beat a Limerick
side that didn’t get going
until it was too late.

Five minutes of normal
time left and nine points
behind would usually mean
certain defeat, but not for
Armagh who stormed back
with the comeback of the year
to win by a point against a
gallant Fermanagh side.

e 1YEY

e

@ Wexford’s Tomas Dunne closes in on Cork’s Ger Manley at

their shoulders for the next  Tyrone have been warned.
match against Westmeath There was another draw in Semple Stadium last Saturday
on 7 June in Tullamore. the Ulster Championship last

The place to be last Sat- weekend, this time at Castle-  Elsewhere, Laois had a good
urday night was Cork, as blaney, where Cavan and win over Louth.
the Leesiders celebrated two ~ Monaghan shared the spoils. Two of the country’s
league titles. Their 14 player Highlight of the game was a leading teams, Down and
hurling side were too strong brilliant individual goal by Derry, clash in this week-
for Wexford in the second Monaghan’s Ray McCarron. end’s highlight in an all-

ticket affair at Newry.
Another draw? The All-Ire-
land hurling champions
Kilkenny open their defence
of their title against Offaly
at Croke Park, while Clare

Football in a televised game
from Ennis at Spm.

Finally a word about the
suspension of Tommy Carr.
Six months seems to be very
harsh and those Dublin fans
who think there’s one law
for Dublin and one for the
rest of Ireland would seem
to have a point.

The disgraceful carry-on
of a tiny minority of Dublin
fans on the return train from
Wexford was a disgrace.
Right at the start of the
championship this incident
has tainted the large contin-
gent of genuine fans who
travel with Dublin with the
hooliganism — mimicked
from English soccer thugs
— of a handful of gurriers.
In many sections of the
media all the Dublin fans
have been tarred with the
same brush. Let’s hope all
concerned bring the gur-
rerism to a speedy end.

In the unlikely surround-
ings of the RDS Cork City
beat Shelbourne 3-2 and
claimed the League of Ire-
land title. They’ve been
knocking on the door for a
few years now, so I'm sure
nobody will begrudge them
this title. Maybe they’ll get a
big name club like Manch-
ester United or Glasgow
Rangers in next year’s Euro-
pean Cup and hopefully
they’ll beat them!

Defiant Cuba struggles on

44 F YOU WANT a tube of toothpaste in Cuba you have to get

pregnant. I have no chance.” These were the words of the
representative of the beleaguered island of Cuba who spoke in
Dublin this week of the worsening effects on his country of the
United States blockade which is nonetheless still met with good-
humoured defiance by the Cuban people.

Oreste Aldama of the Cuban Insti-
tute for Friendship Among Peo-
ples was in Ireland to promote
diplomatic and trade links. The 26
Counties is the only state in the EC
that does not have diplomatic rela-
tions with the island which the US
has been attempting to strangle to
death economically for over 30
years. While no EC state voted for
the blockade at the UN there is
very little trade between Cuba and
the EC. Aldama spoke of the
strong solidarity with Cuba all
over the world and its importance
in keeping the country alive.

Before the collapse of the
Soviet Union 83% of Cuban
trade was with that state. Now it
has dropped to 7%. Cuba lost
practically all its foreign trade as
the US embargo was strength-
ened.

“Before the Soviet Union col-
lapsed the US said that they
would end the blockade if we
broke our link with the Soviets.
Now the Soviet Union is gone
and the blockade is even
stronger’”” Aldama pointed out.

Bu( while there are shortages
of many items, including
medicines and processed food,
Aldama asserted that no-one in
Cuba goes hungry. Social equali-
ty in the country ensures that
everyone gets enough to eat —
the UN says Cubans are still the
best fed people in the ““Third
World”.

What came across most in

Aldama’s address to the Dublin
meeting on 23 May was his peo-

ple’s determination to hold on to
the gains of their revolution. Free
health care and free education
up to the highest level for all and
a system which guarantees
equality cannot easily be wrested
from them, as the US has been
trying to do since the triumph of
the revolution. Aldama said his

country was “no heaven but no
hell either”” and they were trying
to address their shortcomings.
What was at stake now was their
very survival. They were ready
to talk to the US government, but
could not negotiate while the
embargo was in force.

‘“If they want to keep the
blockade for 100 years we'll still
keep going. The United States is
a military and economic power
but we are a moral power”” he
concluded.

® ORESTE ALDAMA

Sterling Silver
Celtic Jewellery

SINN FEIN BoOK BUREAU

44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Telephone 8722611

TARA BROOCHES £22.99
ONLY AVAILABLE IN DUBLIN SINN FEIN BOOK BUREAL

CELTIC PENDANTS £14.99 EACH
(MATCHING SETS)
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loding the carefully fos-
tered myth that SAS mem-
pers are super-clean,
h.gh -idealed heroes, it por-
the regiment through
the example of Nairac, as an
amalgam of ruthless, cold-
blooded mercenary killers,
attracted by the prospect of
excitement ‘and action in the
service of British imperial-
ism. > ¥
The book is written in an
unusual, meandering style
which I for one found to be
highly irritating. Leaning
heavily on melodrama the
writer continually sets off
on Irish historical tangents
which he tries unconvine-
ingly to weave into a back-
drop for the main story.
Bradley’s work is useful
though in its exposition of
the reality of covert British
actions on both sides of the
Irish border and their con-
trol and collusion with the
Jocally recruited loyalist
death squads.
The assassination of IRA
Volunteer John Francis
Gneen in Cou.n’\ Monaghan

idicules the
tion that Green
was the victim of a lone,
deranged killer called Elliot.
“In the first place it was
not produced until six years
after Elliot’s death and in
the second no explanation
was offered for how a
deranged man found it so
easily possible to find an
accomplice for a murder
mission. The accomplice
claim would be more credi-
ble if it was also said that
Elliot was a loyalist paramil-
itary, vengeful but sane,
who called on 2 comrade for
support.
“No such claim was

/

made, leaving us with the
improbable s suggestion that
Elliot, deranged and out for
blood, found it possible to
recruit a helper who was
untroubled by his lack of
rationality.

“There was also the
question of the weapons
used. Forensic tests showed
that Green had been shot by
two guns, a Luger and a
Qpamxl\ made Star pistol.

“A maddened country-
man such as Elliot, untaint-
ed by any suggestion of
pammlhhn' or security
force involv ement, would
have been unlikely to have
had access to either w eapon.
They would have been more
hkc-]_v to have used shot-
guns. What is most interest-
ing about this is that the
RUC should have managed
to identify a dead man as
one of Green’s killers, while
completely failing to discov-
er the identity of his living
accomplice.”

Bradley goes on to
describe how:

“Fred Holroyd says a
smn]mg Robert Nairac stood
in his office one January day
in 1975 and said that he had
killed John Francis
Green...... When Holroyd
looked at him in amazed
disbelief Nairac produced a
Polaroid picture of Green
lying dead in his own blood
in the flagged parlour of
Gerry Carville’s farm-
house.....”

Bradley also implicates
Nairac in the Miami Show-
band massacre. The Miami
Showband were one of Ire-
land’s most popular musical
groups. Three of them were

killed in a bomb and gun
attack as they returned from
playing in Banbridge, Coun-
ty Down on 31 July 1975.
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Meandering melodrama S

EQUIEM for a Spy by Anthony Bradley details
the events surroundmg the execution of SAS Cap-
tain Robert Nairac in 1977.

.

©® Was the British hero Captain Nalrac involved in lhe gun and bomb attack which killed three members of the Miami Shnwband’

The attackers who wore the
uniform of the Ulster
Defence Regiment (UDR)
had mounted a roadblock to
stop the musicians’ van.

B radley contends that
Robert Nairac was a key
link between the British mil-
itary and the loyalist death
squads. The massacre of the
Miami Showband and the
assassination of John Fran-
cis Green were just two
operations involving collu-
sion between the official
British military and unoffi-
cial loyalist gun-gangs dur-

BN

ing Nairac’s bloody term in
Ireland. Nairac’s loyalist
contact was a notorious
murderer known as The
Jackal.

“The Jackal forms the
vital link between Nairac,
the Green killing and the
showband massacre. It is
now possible to say that one
of the men who murdered
Green was a young UVF
member, Harris Boyle... He
died while planting a bomb
on the Miami bus. The Jack-
al was his loyalist controller
on the Green killing. He was
also the third man at
Mullyash.

“For Captain Nairac the
relationship with The Jackal
was both efficient and
rewarding. As a leading loy-
alist activist, blooded and
unafraid The Jackal had
connections with both the
UDA and UVF. He com-
bined this with the ability to
put together at short notice
armed units whose mem-
bers might be drawn from
either organisation. In other
cases he was able to rein-
force his gangs with mem-
bers of the 10,000 strong
Ulster Defence Regiment,
armed and paid for by the
British government.”

Bradley quotes a former
British intelligence officer to
explain that Nairac’s
involvement with loyalists
was not unusual for a
British undercover opera-
tive.

“He was using native
manpower to carry out
catch-and-kill operations in
which neither he nor the
army had any apparent
involvement. This was an
exemplary application of
the techniques refined dur-
ing the colonial insurrec-

poﬂs SAS Xpose

tions — a textbook example
of how to control and oper-
ate a pseudo-gang of the
sort developed by General
Kitson in Kenya.”

At the end of the day the
main pre-occupation of
this book is the circum-
stances surrounding
Nairac’s death and the
details are dragged out
through the book’s entirety,
embellished, fact being
mixed uneasily with fiction-
al narrative.

Following his death the
British attempted to laud
Nairac as a hero and created
an image of him as some

unfortunate victim in the
Irish war. The facts are that
Robert Nairac was a trained
British killer, fighting a no-
holds-barred counterinsur-
gency war against the Irish
people. He involved himself
with intelligence and covert
shoot-to-kill operations. The
SAS were, as they remain,
engaged in shootings and
bombings of uninvolved
Irish civilians North and
South of the Irish border
and they directed the sectar-
ian killers of the UDA and
UVE.

Eventually Nairac, pos-
ing as an Irishman and tour-
ing bars in nationalist areas
of the North to pick up
intelligence and possibly
choose targets for assassina-
tion had his cover blown.
He was executed following
interrogation by the IRA.

Robert Nairac’s death is
no more tragic or remark-
able than any other British
soldier killed in two
decades of war in Ireland.
The manner in which the
media in Britain and Ireland
has isolated and elevated

M BY ART Mac EOIN
& NEIL FORDE

his death underlines the
class values of the British
establishment. A British sol-
dier from a working-class
background would never
have received the same
attention. Unfortunately
Bradley’s style, tone, narra-
tive and mixture of fact and
fiction may unwittingly add
to the mythology surround-
ing the career and death of
Robert Nairac.

Requiem for a Spy by
Anthony Bradley. Published
by Mercier Press. Price
£6.99.

B ritish legitimation of
oppression and terror in
Ireland is the theme of Jack
O’Brien’s the Unionjacking of
Ireland also published by
Mercier this month.

Ina follow up to British
Brutality in Ireland O'Brien
offers a detailed study of the
responses of the London gov-
ernment to Irish political
affairs from the late 18th Cen-
tury to 1916-"21 Tan War.

The book is really a col-
lection of potent readable
essays on subjects such as
the Whiteboys, the United
Irishmen through to the
Invincibles and the early
IRA. He emphasizes contin-
ually the role of British ter-
ror in fuelling a recurring
Irish insurgency.

The final chapter is
where O’Brien draws his
strands together and offers a
two part synopsis of the cur-
rent British policy in Ire-
land, emphasizing its
historical roots. This book is
a cogent argument for
British withdrawal and
worth investing time in.
® The Unionjacking of Ireland
is published by Mercier
Press, price £7.99.
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Bronnadh tébhactach

HAINIG breis agus 500

gniomhaithe Gaeilge le
chéile i nGildhalla Dhoire ag
an deireadh seachtaine faoi
choinne bronnadh phriomh
dhuais Ghlér na nGael ar
choiste Dhoire. Seo an chéad
uair a bronnadh an duais
ndisitinta sna Sé Chontae.
Nuair a bhain Béal Feirste
Thiar an duais i 1986 bh{ an
bronnadh i M& Nuad chun an
254 cuimhneachdn den
chomértas a chéilivradh.
I mbliana bhronn Pat ‘An C6p”
Gallagher, Aire Stdit do Chultdr,
Ealafon agus an Ghaeltacht sna 26
Chontae an priomh dhuais ar
Ghear6id O hEara, cathaoirleach
choiste Ghlér na nGael i nDoire.

Tugadh duaiseanna de luach
£5,000 do choiste Dhoire mar
gheall ar a chuid oibre ag cur chun
cinn na teanga le linn 1992.

Ag an bhronnadh duirt Pat
Gallagher gur toradh bua 1992 de
bhlianta fada oibre ar son na tean-
ga ag lucht na Gaeilge sa chathair.

Bhi agallamh le Gear6id O
hEara, atd ina comhairleoir de
chuid Shinn Féin sa chathair, faoi
bhua choiste Dhoire ar chlar de
chuid RTE, Cursaf agus craoladh a
aitheasc iomlan ag an bhronnadh
ar Raidié na Gaeltachta, maidin
Dé Luain,

Nuacht
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® Duais néisitnta Ghl6r na nGael & bhronnadh ag an Aire Stit Pat ‘An C6p’ Gallagher ar Ghear6id O hEara ar son Doire

Aitheasc Ghearoid O hEara

Cuirim failte roimh achan duine sa halla go héirithe na daoine
a thaisteal le fada le bheith anseo. T4 féilte romhaibh chuig
an 6céid stairitil seo. Mar a duirt Pat seo an chéad uair ins an
chuigiu seo gur bronnadh duaiseanna Glér na nGael. Seo an
chéad uair diinne i nDoire agus tdimid an-bhréidiil as.

T4 sé stairiuil duiinne ar go leor
déigheanna. T4 lucht na Gaeilge,
den bhaile seo bailithe istigh ins
an halla seo, halla drsa mar a duirt
Pat, halla stairidil chun duais
ndisiinta mar an ceantar is fearr sa
tir 6 thaobh forbairt agus dul chun
cinn na Gaeilge a thégdil agus an
duais sin a ghlacadh 6 aire stdit is
ctis mhér bréid diinne.

T4 comhghairdeas tuillte ag
pobal Dhoire ar fad ag na gripaf
uilig a raibh pdirt acu ins an iar-
racht bheag nd mér agus td
comhghairdeas tuillte go maith ag
na daoine aonaireacha nach bhfuil
baint acu le gripai ar bith a
chuidigh le dul chun cinn na
Gaeilge sa chathair seo agus td go
leor acu sitid ann.

T4 forbairt as cuimse i saol na
Gaeilge le 20 bliana anuas sa
chathair seo ach d4 mbeadh orm
rud amhdin a phiocadh amach
agus a lua déarfainn gurb € buni
na gaelscoile an rud is m6 a tharla
leis an phobal seo a chruthi agus a
tharraingt le chéile mar phobal.

Té an-chaint ar na mallaibh ar
6caid buni an Gaelscoil neamh-
spleach, faoi na daoine a bhunaigh
€ agus faoi na daoine a chuir chun
tosaigh é ach seachas na daoine
sin ta ard mheas agamsa, agus
aithne mhaith agamsa orthu
chomh maith, ar na tuismitheoiri
agus na chéad tuismitheoiri a
chuaigh sa tseans ar mhaithe le
gré don teanga.

Ni raibh Gaeilge ag 90% de na
tuismitheoirf sin.agus ni raibh
barail laidir acaduil acu ar
datheangachas na ar oideachas
frid an Ghaeilge ach chuaigh siad

sa tseans leis an ghaelscoil a
bhuni.agus t4 ag éiri go maith
leis. Bhi agus td go f6ill rud sa
chrof ag na daoine sin agus bhi sé
d’uchtach acu é a leanint agus sin
tus agus deireadh le hathbheochan
na Gaeilge sa chathair seo. Molaim
na tuismitheoiri sin 6n ardan seo

Agus anois faigheann tu frid na
scéimeanna Gaeilge uilig sa
chathair nuair a theann ti isteach
iontu,.faigheann ti daoine
gnfomhaigh Gaeilge ag saothra
leo ag cur na Gaeilge chun tosaigh
agus daoine iad a thosaigh mar
thuismitheoiri, daoine iad a tho-
saigh mar dhaoine gan Ghaeilge
agus a d’fhoghlaim lena geuid
paisti agus a bhunaigh scéimeanna
d4 geuid féin agus a chonaic na
fadhbanna a bhi againn agus a
thug aire ar na fadhbanna sin agus
anois atd ina chndmha droime i
ngluaiseacht na Gaeilge sa
chathair. Agus as an Ghaelscoil
agus as an éacht sin a thdinig na
daoine sin.

Nﬂ mé chun liosta mér a léamh
amach de na daoine a
chuidigh chun an comortas seo a
bhaint ach nior mhiste ctipla duine
a lua agus ta a fhios agam go
bhfuil mé i dtriobl6id ina dhiaidh
seo. Istigh in oifigigh Chonradh na
Gaeilge ta foireann Ghlér na
nGael, Danny agus Ciardn, agus ta
an-obair déanta ag an bheirt sin.
Thug foireann an Chonartha istigh
sna hoifigigh sin an-chuidid diinn
agus go hairithe Sean O Tuatha-
lain, ata ina bhainisteoir istigh
ansin agus mar a chonaic sibh nios
luaithe Sean O Cianain an duine is

sine ar choiste s"againne, agus an
duine is measa ar choiste
s’againne

T4 bagairt tugtha dom chun
ainm P6l sa Chreagdin a lua agus
caithfidh mé Strunks a lua mar
chisteoir ar choiste Ghlér na nGael
i nDoire. Rinne sé jab maith agus
rinne sé cuid mhaith chun muidne
a ghriost. Caithfidh mé bufochas a
ghabhdil le Brian Lacey 6
chomhairle na cathrach agus caith-
fidh mé bufochas a ghabhdil go
hiomldn leis na comhairleoiri uilig
ins an chombhairle. Chuidigh siad
go mor i rith na bliana.leis an
6cdid seo a reachtdil.agus fuair
muid an-dea-thoil 6 na combhair-
leoiri uilig ins an chomhairle agus
Brian Lacey mar fheidhmeannach,
tugaim moladh déibh.

Gaeilgeoiri Dhoire, cuid nach
bhfuil beo go f6ill a choinnigh an
teanga beo ins na blianta
uaigneacha ud na ‘30i, “40i, ‘501
agus na daoine a shaothraigh go
huaigneach, is déiche, nuair nach

do Ghlér na n

raibh an déchas né an spreagadh
céanna acu agus atd le fail inniu.
Thug siad an-sampla didinn.agus
molaim iad. Nior mhiste beirt acu
a lua a fuair bds taobh istigh den
bhliain seo, Proinsias O Ceallaigh
agus Sean O Cianain, daoine a bh{
dilis don teanga, a bhi gnfomhach
i ngluaiseacht na Gaeilge sa
chathair, agus a bhi gniomhach
linne go dti an deireadh

Is ciis aontais ddiinne mar
Ghaeilgeoirf Dhoire an comértas
seo Gl6r na nGael agus t4 siil
againn go dtig linn leantiint leis an
aontas sin. Gabhaim buiochas do
Ghlér na nGael as an mhéid sin
Padraig O Ceithearnaigh, Nora
Welby agus Colum Mac Eoin a
thug treoir agus comhairle ddinn i
rith na bliana.

Nil mé chun sibh a choinnesil i
bhfad ach sula gcriochnaim
ba mhaith liom focal ginearalta a
ra faoi chirsai na Gaeilge. Nil ins
an bhua seo ach céim eile chun
tosaigh ar an bhéthar fada chuig
pobal ditheangach, an targéid ata
againn.

Is léir 6n daondireamh go

Gael Doire

bhfuil pobal againn cheana agus
caithfidh muid tégdil ar sin agus
cearta a éileamh ins an choéras
oideachais agus sna medin chu-
marsdide agus sna seirbhisf poiblf
agus ti sé tibhachtach a rd agus a
athrd, mar baineann sé seo leis an
athbheochan at4 ar siil againn,
gur le muintir uile an oiledin seo
an teanga Gaeilge agus nach
bagairt d’aoinne dul chun cinn na
Gaeilge né6 forbairt an chultdir
Ghaelaigh.

T4 4thas orm seirbhis idir chrei-
dmha a fheicedil anseo inniu. Silim
gurb é seo an chéad uair a tharla
sé. Ach is tabhachtach an teach-
taireacht ¢ le dul amach 6n arddn
seo nach le creideamh amhéin
polaitidil, n4 reiligian an Ghaeilge
agus gur le achan duine agus le
achan cineél bardil é.

T4 siil agam agus t4 mé ag rd
seo thar ceann na ngripai uilig a
bhi péirteach ins an choiste go dtig
le muintir uile cathair Dhoire idir
Phrotastinaigh agus Chaitlicigh,
idir Aondacht6iri agus Naisitn-
t6iri go dtig linn uilig pairt a ghla-
cadh ins an chéilidradh seo. Go
raibh maith agaibh uilig.

1nn

BALLRAIOCHT
SHINN FEIN

Is € bunaidhm Shinn Féin aistharrraingt na
Breataine 6 na Sé Chontae, athaonti ir dtire
agus bunadh phoblacht shéisialach dhaon-

ein

T

Ainm

Mis mian leat bheith i do bhall de Shinn
Féin, né tuilleadh eolas a fhiil faoi Shinn
F‘éin né ir ngniomhartha agus ir bpolasaithe,
hf)}n an fhoirm thios agus seol é chuig Sinn
Féin, 44 Cearnég Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath

Seoladh

=<

-




an Phomcm/ﬁepubllcan News

Letters

e

Thursday,

27 May 1993 — LEATHANACH 13

e
police off
the innocen!

Unanswered
questions

A Chairde, N
A section of the British

ess s bewildered after the
a:quinal of the three Surrey
ing the Guildford Four. The
pz;p(‘ﬁ have every right xo.bc
agitated after a both parties
in the Guildfor air can't be
innocent. The question of guilt
can be found in Lord Den-
ning's infamous pronounce-
ment. Denning had the
audadity to suggest that inno-
aen:pcnple should remain in

rison rather than rebuke the
British legal system.

The British establishment is

nostranger to guileful prac-
tice, in Ireland they work in
tandem with the despicable
Castle Catholics, their joint
aim is the destruction of Sinn

The British government
deliberately adopted a policy
of starving West Belfast of
investment while Gerry
Adams was the sitting MP,
this was 2 form of community
punishment. Dr Joe Hendron’s
questionable victory over Ger-
1y Adams in last year's general
election was hailed as the
demise of Sinn Féin in Belfast.
Last week's local elections put
paid to that theory, in fact it
leaves Hendron's victory all
the more suspect.

Tim Jones,
London.

Wolves in
sheep’s clothing

A Chairde,

The nine-day-wonder, oth-
erwise known as the peace
movement, is a superfluous
phenomenon which will never
achieve its objective because it
reserves the right of seeking
Peace to itself alone and tries
to persuade us that no-one else
Wants peace except the New
nsensus,

Tell them that only 20% of
the Irsh people want partition
and they will call that democ-
facy. Tell them that if the IRA
el a unilateral ceasefire all
willbe well because an English
ife has more value than an
Irsh one, I the “peace’ move-
™ment had reacted in the same
ay to British atrocities in Ire-
o dlas they reacted to War-
3 Blon perhaps we would be
ot closer to peace in this
COuntry than we are today.
ifMexico invaded Texas

tomg
0rrow we would all under-

lice officers accused of fram-

il

Thomas Stvle John Donaldson and Vernon Attwell, the three
cers cleared of perverting the course of j
t

ce against

Guildford Four who spent 14 years in prison
e ————————

stand why that would lead to
conflict. We leamt that lesson
already in Kuwait.

The truth is that New Con-
sensus is a neo-unionist group
which operates in the Free
State with a lot less justifica-
tion than their counterparts in
the North. They think that
30,000 signatures corresponds
to an Irish majority. Their only
success has been to convince -
the British that this is so.

They have lied in saying
that Sinn Féin does not want
peace. They will be disap-
pointed and disillusioned long
before we are. Their greatest
fear is, in fact, that Sinn Féin
will achieve peace before they
do. They are veritable wolves
in sheep’s clothing.

They will not achieve
peace. Margaret Thatcher
didn’t because while she said
that peace was what she want-
ed everything she did in Ire-
land was conducive to war.
Does John Major have the gall
to believe that he can do bet-
ter? Does New Consensus?

Finally, peace (real peace)
will be achieved in Ireland
when the true avenues which
lead to it are seriously
explored. Peace with a border

is, and will remain, impossible.

To those who have doubts I
ask, “which is better — unity
or division”’? Does a foreign
country like Britain have the
right to solve a problem in Ire-
land which they (the British)
created in the first place? The
answer is the same as it ever
was: Sinn Féin.

Nollaig O Chorra,
Maam Treasna,
Conemara,

Contae Na Gaillimhe.

Armed struggle
A Chairde,

In reply to Owen Bennett's
last letter (AP/RN, 20 May)
those who support the Repub-
lican Movement are not run-
ning from the responsibilities
that support entails or the
questions posed by it. Indeed
it was many of those same
republicans who joined in
recent peace marches and ral-
lies in an attempt to broaden
any debate towards discus-
sions for real peace in this
country, rather than just l‘hu
republican-bashing exercises
planned.

The isolation of belea-
guered northern nationalists
from national and internation-
al opinion is not to be separat-
ed from Britain’s “will to
stay”, or continue their occu-

pation, in our country. Their
isolation is a tactic employed
by this powerful imperialist
country and has been ongoing
since the formation of the Six-
County state. That isolation
included gerrymandering and
pogroms against this commu-
nity.

The IRA did not start its
present campaign in the mid-
dle of a glorious era of civil
rights for nationalists. It began
because a risen people in the
Six Counties were being
burned out of their homes,
beaten off picket lines and
killed in the streets. This vio-
lent reaction to demands for
equality and social justice was
because of the threat posed to
Britain’s holding Ireland by
those demands.

Rather than being an
“inevitable stage” the struggle
for national democracy had to
go through, it was a case of a
popular army taking necessary
steps for any progress to be
made. If the IRA had stood
back and hoped for the contra-
dictions of the sectarian state to
bring it crumbling down, as
suggested by Owen, there is no
doubt that repression and state
tactics would have ensured the
silencing of the demands for
justice, equality and sovereign-

& In the IRA taking these
steps it didn't do so in isola-
tion. It cannot exist without
the active support of the peo-
ple it is fighting for, no matter
what form that fighting may
take. If it was felt that it was
no longer needed it could not
exist, because the environment
which allows it to exist would
dry up.

This has been long recog-
nised by the British who have
tried to destroy support for the
Republican Movement. This
has been the military and
political strategy of the British
government in the Six Coun-
ties for the past 20 years, with
the active support of Dublin
governments and establish-
ment,

That the Republican Move-
ment is still effective and
strong is proof that this strate-
gy has continued to fail. The
“long hard war” continues.
The Republican Movement has
had setbacks, but it has had its
victories. Recognising those
victories and sensing the frus-
tration of present British
strategists is hardly proclaim-
ing “victory around the cor-
ner”’, Most republicans are
confident with all this in mind
that the need for an Irish liber-

ation army still exists. This is
in the context of its continuing
and potential effectiveness.We
are all constantly involved in
debate; it is not blinkered or
illusioned, we all live in the
same political climate. Of
course living in the South I'live
in a much safer political cli-
mate than my comrades in the
Six Counties.

The IRA are putting pres-
sure on the British exchequer
and on the capitalists upon
whom the British establish-
ment depends. They will
weaken their resolve to stay in
our country. It is the job of
those involved in political
struggle to build a political
movement which will build a
climate which actively favours
a British withdrawal.

If northern nationalists are
isolated then we must be on
the streets exposing the big-
otry, the repression and the
brutality. We must find ways
of letting people know why
national democracy is in their
interest. We need to be imagi-
native and indeed brave in the
face of the massive political
repression lined up against us
in the 26 Counties. Our politics
in the community must be in
the context of national
sovereignty. It is easy to put
blame on one part of the
Movement and label it as aim-
less when we have to develop
our street politics and find
ways of breaking censorship.
The battle for the hearts and
minds of the Irish people is not
lost, it is there to be won. We
have got to find the avenues to
get to their hearts and minds
before we can say we have
fought a battle for them.
Andrée Murphy,

Baile Atha Cliath.

A Chairde,

To answer Owen Bennett,
(AP/RN, 20 May) it is not just
the effects of IRA actions but
the length of the war in the
North, political censorship,
unrelenting propaganda and
ignorance that isolated North-
ern nationalists from their fel-
low country-people in the
South. I do not agree however
that they have been isolated
from international opinion.

Decades of vicious repres-
sion against Southern republi-
cans by state forces have
created a fear and paranoia
about the national question
here which make most people
run a mile from the issue
rather than discuss how to
resolve it.

A cessation of armed strug-
gle however, would not alter
this state of affairs in any posi-
tive way. Such a move does
not even begin to address the
problem, Itis an illusion which
carries the attraction of sim-
plicity, This would most cer-
tainly be presented by the
British and Irish establishment
media as a republican surren-
der and most people would
have their misconceptions
about republicans confirmed.
Inno way would the experi-
ence of Northern nationalists
nor the correctness of the
Republican Movement's posi-
tion become more apparent to
Southern people by a mere

cessation of the armed strug-
gle. They would see it as a
statement by the IRA that they
had been wrong all along.

For the situation to move
nearer a solution it is the polit-
ical climate which must
change. This requires a shift in
the political position of at least
one of the key players in the
conflict. I believe the British
are being pushed slowly but
surely in such a direction but
am not naive enough to think
they will announce their with-
drawal by next week!

Concurrent with the appli-
cation of political pressure on
various fronts, including mili-
tary confrontation, must be the
battle for the hearts and minds
of the Irish people. There has
rarely been an example where
in the midst of an intense
armed struggle the revolution-
ary forces of any country had
the unequivocal support of the
majority for their actions. This
did not mean such actions
were not necessary. And more
often than not such actions
prepared the ground for politi-
cal change to become a reality.

Operations such as Bish-
opsgate are not designed to
rally wide support for the
republican struggle; such oper-
ations are aimed at the Brits
and no one else. The fact is
that these highly successful
operations very often do com-
mand widespread sympathy
and admiration among people
in the 26 Counties.

Politics and people’s per-
ception of things are not static
so it is incorrect to say that
republicans have lost the battle
for people’s hearts and minds
— that battle is ongoing and
takes many forms.

Of course one could wait
until the majority of people on
this island, through publicity
around the injustices suffered
under partition, became so
incensed about the British
presence that they would give
support to the Republican
Movement’s position on the
Six Counties. I would not like
to hold my breath! Southern
lack of interest in the North is
an argument for increased
involvement by republicans in
26-County politics. It is not an
argument to scale down the
struggle in the North.

The setbacks suffered by
the Movement in recent years
which Owen believes are self-
inflicted were the result of
fighting a financially and mili-
tarily superior enemy. The
British government’s greater
access to resources on the mili-
tary, financial and political
front is matched by the British
establishment’s domination
and control of the mass media.
The results of every IRA action
are put through the moralist
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desire and determination to be
free. Armed resistance has
forced Britain to go to extraor-
dinary lengths to maintain its
rule here. The whole world is
now aware that there is a con-
flict over the issue of
sovereignty in the north of Ire-
land, mainly due to the strain
which the armed struggle puts
on Britain’s efforts at uphold-
ing the facade of normality.
Republicans must fight mis-
representation and try to cut
through the lies and distortion
about the war in the North
rather than bow to the pres-
sure to forfeit a most effective
weapon.

If Dublin and the SDLP were
to seriously apply pressure in
the political arena for a demo-
cratic resolution of the conflict
their criticisms of armed strug-
gle could be taken more serious-
ly. This is what they must be
forced to do. They bear a great
degree of responsibility in leav-
ing nationalists with no other
option over the past two
decades but to resort to arms.
Their abuse of their position
made armed struggle all the
more inevitable.

It would be more appropri-
ate for appeals for a change in
political positions to be direct-
ed at these people rather than
the IRA.

If there are any setbacks for
the Movement which have been
self-inflicted, it has been in the
area of wider political involve-
ment and the republicanising of
the various struggles of our peo-
ple. This is a handicap which
many republicans have been
seriously attempting to redress
in recent years.

For many republicans in
the 26 Counties such as
myself, the recent election
results in the Six Counties
infuse us with greater determi-
nation to build republican pol-
itics in this part of Ireland.
Anything less would be to let
down our comrades and our
fellow country men and wom-
en in the North. But just as
importantly it would be to let
down the ordinary people
throughout Ireland who
deserve better.

Sedn Mac Bradaigh,
Baile Atha Cliath.
. s
Sinn Féin
.
EC Seminar
A Chairde,

The 26-County Comhairle
and the Sinn Féin Education
Department are hosting a sem-
inar in 44 Parnell Square on
Saturday, 5 June starting at
12pm.

The purpose of the seminar
is to initiate discussion on Sinn
Féin's attitude to the EC, two
papers will be presented at the
seminar, “Europe and Irish
Republicans” and “‘Europe

milland d while
every British action is sanitised
or covered up. But this does
not mean by any stretch of the
imagination that the tactic of
armed struggle has failed. On
balance it is clearly succeed-
ing. The “long, hard war” is
still the correct analysis.

In one sense armed strug-
gle s itself a form of propa-
ganda, a physical expression
of an oppressed people’s

Letters to: The Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT

P
and Irish Republicans — A
Response”.

All members of Sinn Féin
are welcome to attend. Mem-
bers can receive a copy of the
papers by contacting Lee at
Sinn Déin Head Office, 44 Par-
nell Square.

Joe Reilly,

26-County Comhairle,
Mairead Keane,
Education Department.
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United Irishman paper 1848 o

n February 1848 within months of the proposed rising, John
Mitchel, one of the most militant members of the Young Ire-
landers, founded a new paper, The United Irishman.

Mitchel continued to edit The
Nation, founded in 1842, until
December 1847, when he broke
with the paper over Charles
Gavan Duffy’s policy of modera-
tion. Influenced by the tragedy of
the Famine, the inaction of the
government and the writings of

James Fintan Lalor, he founded a
new republican paper, the United
Irishman, from offices at 12 Trinity
Street, Dublin, :

The first issue of the United
Irishman appeared in February
1848. It became the principal
organ for advanced republican

views and despite its price of two
shillings it sold 5,000 copies on its
first day of issue. In it Mitchel
openly preached a policy of armed
insurrection. His aim now was the
establishment of an Irish Republic
on the lines laid down by
Theobold Wolfe Tone, some 50
years earlier. He and other Young
Irelanders began to prepare for a
rising in Ireland.

democratic socialist republic.

Square, Dublin 1.

Name.

JOIN
SINN
FEIN

N FEIN is dedicated to forcing a British with-
awal from the occupied Six Counties, the re-uni-
ion of our country and the establishment of a

1f you would like to join Sinn Féin fill in the
form below and send it to Sinn Féin, 44 Parnell

Address

= eme

11111

el

In the United Irishman Mitchel
published instructions on street
warfare and on 21 March he was
arrested on a charge of publishing
three seditious articles. At his trial
on 25 May these charges were
dropped by the crown and he was
charged with treason felony under
the new Treason Felony Acl
(specifically invented to deal with
him) and with having made a
seditious speech in Limerick. He
was found guilty and sentenced to
14 years transportation to Van
Dieman’s Land (now Tasmania).

The 16th and last issue of
Mitchel’s paper, United Irishman,
was published in late May whi‘le
he was in Newgate Prison await-

® JOHN MITCHEL

ing transportation. It was editeg
by Thomas Devin Reilly, assisteq
by Mitchel’s brother William,

The contributors to the Uniteq
Irishman, which was a three column
16 page, 151/2 inches by 10 inches
weekly, and which officially solq at
5d, included John Martin, Father
John Kenyon, James Clarence Map.
gan, ‘Mary’ of The Nation, John
Fisher Murray, Joseph Brenan and
Richard Dalton Williams.

The United Irishman was syc-
ceeded by two papers, Irish Feloy
and Irish Tribune, both started to
continue Mitchel’s teachings. They
also were short lived; only five
issues were published when the
were suppressed and their editors
arrested.

The last issue of the United
Irishman, edited by John Mitchel
appeared on 27 May 1848, 145,
years ago this week.

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING:
meets 7pm every Tuesday, Anti-Extra-
dition Office, 29 Mountjoy Square,
DUBLIN

ANTHEXTRADITION PICKET: Picket
and leafletting. 2-3pm, every Satur-
day, GPO, O'Connell Street, DUBLIN

BEECHMOUNT FIVE TRIAL VIGIL:
Every Tuesday and Thursday. 5-6pm,
GPO, DUBLN

BEECHMOUNT FIVE DEMONSTRA-
TION: 12.30-2pm, every Saturday,
O'Connell Bridge, DUBLIN

ARTICLES Two and Three INFOR-
MATION STALL: 12pm-2.30pm,
every Saturday. GPO, DUBLIN

VOLUNTEER TONY AHERN AND
DERMOT CROWLEY: 20th Anniver-
sary Memorial Dinner. 7pm to 12pm,
Saturday, 29 May. Moores Hotel,
CORK. Tickets £15.

AN CUMANN CABHRACH FUNC-
TION AND RAFFLE: Saturday, 29
May. Emerald Bar, DUNDALK. Music

Of The Town, NEWRY. Taille is £3.
Music by Bramble. Organised by the
Loachra na h Eireann Flute Band.

FOLK NIGHT: Featuring the lrish
Brigade. 9-1am, Friday, 4 June. O'Neil
Arms Hotel, Toome, COUNTY
ANTRIM. Taille: £3. Late Bar. Bus
from Magherafeit

by Trapper John. No }

FUNCTION: Saturday, 29 May. Talk

AN CUMANN CABHRACH ANNUAL
TESTIMONIAL DINNER: And Repub-

lican Reunion. 8pm, Friday, 18 June.
Regency Hotel, DUBLIN. Taille:
£15.00. Music and Bar extension.
Please come early

CLARE BODENSTOWN BUS:
Leaves Shannon 9am, Limerick
9.30am, Nenagh 10.30am. Contact
Mike McKee 061-361373/Eilish
McGettigan 061-360936 for further
details.

| nDil Chuimhne

ENGELEN, Martin; FITZSIM-
MONS, Joseph; MAGUIRE,
Charles; McBREARTY, George;
McDONNELL, Edward;
McFADDEN, Philip; McIL-
HONE, Jackie. In proud and
loving memory of Volunteers
Martin Engelen (died 28 May
1972), Joseph Fitzsimmons
(died 28 May 1972), Charles
Maguire (died 28 May 1981),
George McBrearty (died 28 May
1981), Edward McDonnell (died
28 May1972), Philip McFadden
(died 31 May 1986) and Jackie
Mcllhone (died 28 May 1972).
“If you strike us down now, we
shall rise again and renew the
fight. You cannot extinguish the
Irish passion for freedom. ” —
PH Pearse. Proudly remem-
bered by their friends and com-
rades in the Republican
Movement.

FITZSIMMONS, Joey (21st
Ann). In loving memory of my
brother Joey who died on active
service 28 May 1972. Sadly
missed but never forgotten.
Mary Queen of the Gael pray
for him. Remembered by your
brother Bobby, H5 Long Kesh,
and family circle.
FITZSIMMONS, Seamus (9th
Ann). In loving memory of my
brother Seamus who was mur-
derd by crown forces on 14

May 1984. The month of May
comes with regret. It brings
back a day I will never forget.
Mary Queen of the Gael pray
for him. Sadly missed but not
forgotten by your brother Bob-
by H5, Long Kesh and family.

FULLERTON, Eddie (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of a great Irishman,
Eddie, Sinn Féin councillor,

and family, Birmingham.
FULLERTON, Eddie (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of our friend Eddie
Fullerton, assassinated by mur-
derous pro-British elements on
25 May 1991. From Val and
Dolores Lynch, Dublin.
FULLERTON, Eddie (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of our friend Eddie

F d by mur-

who was brutally dered by
pro-Britsh forces on 25 May
1991. A tireless worker, for his
people and his country, you're
in our conversations , you're in
our every thought, we will nev-
er forget your principles and
the way you could not be
bought. Ireland unfree shall

Bered

derous pro-British elements on
25 May 1991. From Cathal Mac
Ruarai.

FULLERTON, Eddie (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Eddie Fullerton
who was murdered by pro-
British forces on 25 May 1991.

never be at peace.
with respect and admiration, by
his loving wife Diana, family
and the Fullerton family circle.

FULLERTON, Eddie (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of my dear brother
Eddie, Sinn Féin county coun-
cillor, who was brutally mur-
dered on 25 May 1991. RIP.
Mary Queen of Ireland pray for
him. How proud I was to have
a brother like you. How sad it is
now you are gone. Those cow-
ards they knew how tough it
would be, to lose one of Ire-
land’s finest sons. Always
remembered, never forgotten
by your sister Kathleen, Sedn

Alaways bered by Phyl

KILPATRICK, Kevin (20th
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Kevin
Kilpatrick, who died on active
service on 13 May 1973. Always
remembered with love and
pride by the Dungannon Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; From
the Coalisland Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann; From the Clonoe
Martyrs Sinn Féin Cumann;
From the Jim Lynagh Sinn Féin
Cumann, Clogher; From the
Colm Keenan/Martin Hurson

Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Charles
Maguire who was murdered by
SAS on 28 May 1981. From
Frankie McGeown Dundalk.
MAGUIRE, Charles(12th Ann).
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Charles Maguire
who was murdered by SAS on
the 28 May 1981. From the
Finnegan family, Dundalk.
MARTIN, Eugene; McK-
EARNY, Séan (19th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteers Eugene Martin and
Séan McKearney who died on
active service on 13 May 1974.
Always remembered with love
and pride by the Dungannon
Martyrs Sinn Féin Cumann;
From the Coalisland Martyrs
Sinn Féin Cumann; From the
Clonoe Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; From the Jim Lynagh
Sinn Féin Cumann, Clogher;
From the Colm Keenan/Martin
Hurson Sinn Féin Cumann,
Cookstown; From the South
Tyrone Sinn Féin Comhdirle
Ceantair.

McFADDEN, Philip (7th Ann).
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Philip McFadden
who was drowned on ‘The Ris-
ing Sea’ on 31 May 1986.

Sinn Féin Cumann, C
From the South Tyrone Sinn
Féin Comhdirle Ceantair.

MAGUIRE, Charles (12th

) Always bered and sadly
missed by Eileen and Martin
Boyle Fanad.

McFADDEN, Philip (7th Ann).

In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Philip McFadden
who was drowned on ‘The Ris-
ing Sea’ on 31 May 1986.
Always remembered and sadly
missed by Michael Shiels, Aus-
tralia.

MCcFADDEN, Philip (7th Ann).
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Philip McFadden
who was drowned on ‘The Ris-
ing Sea’ on 31 May. Always
remembered by his comrade
James Doherty and Annarose
and family in Donegal.

Comhbhron

ENGLISH. Deepest sympathy
is extended to the family of
Séan English who died sudden-
ly on 15 May. Always remem-
bered by Eileen Shiels.

FUSCO. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Angelo and family
on the death of his father. From
Cristina Samonte and family.
HAMILTON. Deepest sympa-
thy extended to Jim, Patrick
and Jackie on the death of thi-
er father. From their good
friends Colm and Deirdre
Currie.

MELLEA. Deepest sympathy
is extended to the family of
Mary Mellea on her death.
From the West London Sup-
port Group.

ROSSINL Deepest sympathy is
sent to the Rossini family on the
death of Willie. Mary Queen of
Ireland pray for him. From the
Crossmaglen Patriots Republican
Flute Band, Wishaw, Scotland.
ROSSINNL. Deepest sympathy
is extended to the Rossinni fam-
ily on the death of Willie who
died recently. Willie was a
staunch supporter of the
Republican cause and dedicat-
ed to the Republican Band
Alliance and will be sadly
missed by all who knew him.
From Padraig O‘Caisdie,
Wishaw, Scotland.

Buiochas

A SINCERE THANKS to all
our friends for the great gen-
erosity you have shown us.
Your warm tributes and over-
whelmimg solidarity will be
forever treasured. Beir bua,
Ingrid and Michedl.

,
Beannachtal
BURNS. Happy birthday to
Paula Burns, Magheraberry-

From Martina and Esther.
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ZINE sculpture, dedicated to the vision of

e Tone, has been unveiled in the ark
; dolsft Mary’s Church where the leader o? the
pehin Irishmen was baptised.
U"“ alptor, Derek Williams, calls his work “Univer-
e ¢ It takes the form of a totem pole, uniting faces
al ‘!\“;mn' cultures in a piece of Sligo bog oak that is
7000 yearsold-
some 'u“vei““g was performed by, of all people, Gay
gl e rent incumbent of the Mansion House, who

Mitch':‘is eulogy to Wolfe Tone with the words, “Wolfe
n

a
e s ofte!

e B0
ﬂ“;u’ w.'th
catholi¢: P
jnsome W2

This,
only s f2

PENING of a
T:}]{Enol,nndnn this
mvhcm two Irish defen-
“w,t:w facing a number of

n referred to as 'lhc father of republican
Ton ing on o refer to his ’_’main contribution to
ich was to foster the idea of tolerance betw
rotestant, and Dissenter — as if this vision
y at variance with Tone's republican ideals!
3]5‘0r from a man whose OWn great vision extends
e bringing the Olympic Games to Dublin.,

ism,
soci-
een
was

former driving school
instructor, has been paid the
equivalent of ten years
wages by the British, the
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rifle after a campaign of persistent bullying by fellow sol-
diers, according to a soldier friend.

Phuoc Ky Ennals, adopted as a child by former Labour
cabinet minister, Lord Ennals, shot himself on a training
exercise in Wales after fellow members of the Royal
Green Jackets allegedly threw him into a freezing river.
His friend said that Phuoc hadn’t complained to his supe-
riors about the racist abuse “because no one wants to
know”’.

An army investigation into

his death is under way.

RIMINAL lawyers are

to complain about the
massive cost of defending
the six paras charged in rela-
tion to the incidents in Coal-
island last year.

The six were represented
at the trial in Cookstown by
four senior queen’s counsel
and junior counsel, with the
legal bills, amounting to
some £95,000, picked up by

of public funds. A member
of the public seeking legal
aid would be lucky to get
legal aid for one junior bar-
rister, the lawyers say.

One solicitor complained
of the development of a two-
tier legal system of spending
public money, “one for the
ordinary people that
skimps” and another for the
crown forces “where money

dan! charges, @ Mr D court heard. On top of th,

A at
s 5 i i

scno:‘-identt‘ from behind  he will receive a lump sum

gave of £40,000 in lieu of pension

n. S 3
as‘:;ep a police informant,  payments which he wil] not

instrumental in the now be able to collect, The
was 1 {(hf two men, butin  British taxpayer, which h,
arrest ?‘ was revealed how  already funded elocution
‘-om:xl money he has lessons for Mr D, will also
me"‘Ed for his information.  pay for his relocation after
m'%\“ man, believed tobe a  the trial.
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HE DUST hasn’t even had time to settle on the farcical
Tu—ial of three police officers charged with perverting
the course of justice in the case of the Guildford Four,
than the British establishment br:gan~ lining itself up to do
the same whitewash job on the Birmingham Six case.

The Sunday Express ‘revealed’ last week, that lawyers
for three detectives charged in relation to the stitching up
of the Birmingham Six are seeking access to top secret
Bitish intelligence documents — the object being, as in
the Guildford case, to cast doubt on the innocence of all or
some of the accused and to portray the police as hard-
done-by guys who were just doing the job as best they
m“'Il'ilxe acquittal of George Reade, Colin Morris and Ter-
ence Woodwiss, whose trial is due to begin in September,
would also show that the British judicial system couldn’t
be that bad after all if nobody perverted the course of jus-
tice and would act as a buffer against any unpleasant find-
ings of the still awaited May Inquiry.

Next week: How Judith Ward spent her time in an
English gaol planning the IRA’s current campaign in
Britain and an exclusive report on the Maguire family —
"Tbought 2 bag of fertiliser once" admits Annie Maguire.

as

ND WHO is leading the  to convict the three detectives
Apmsecution team trying  of conspiracy to pervert the

time for some serious
analysis of the results -

course of justice but one Gra-
ham Boal QC. Yes, the same
Boal who acted as chief pros-
ecuting counsel in the final
Birmingham Six appeal,
before their release,

A strange choice indeed,
as it was he who argued at
the time that the men’s con-
victions should be declared
unsatisfactory but not
unsafe.

THE BAN.K that likes to say yes has had to withdraw its
lat_esl British advertising campaign after Irish groups
8ave it a firm no, describing it as both offensive and

racist.

Irish viewers complained to the Commission for Racial
Equality about the television advertisement for the
Trustee Savings Bank, which featured two men dressed as
leprechauns falling over while a rap singer chanted “thick

as two short planks”’,

AN OVERENTHUSIAS-
-"ATIC approach to anti
riot training among 26-
County Air Corps personnel
has led to a review by top
brass, after three appren-
tices, posing as ‘demonstra-
tors’, were hospitalised by
their colleagues.

NCOs in full riot gear
took a literal interpretion of
the training guidelines,
which say that all exercises
should be as realistic as pos-
sible. One apprentice
required six stitches to a
head wound. All three were
in hospital for four days and

were then given a further
four days leave.

The association of enlist-
ed personnel, PDFORRA,
has accused the Air Corps of
sending out apprentices
without proper protection,
of treating them as “fodder”
for demonstrations and then
sending them on long week-
end breaks to keep them
happy.

Suspect Devices has so
far failed to find out
whether new safety mea-
sures to be introduced for
training exercises will apply
to real life demonstrators.

himself through the heart with his army issue SA 80

THE VIETNAMESE adopted son of a British peer shot

Ah
one -

s, we book that
. d that onc .- and
Ehat one and that one and ~
- Well well well - A very
satisfactory result/

AN

Its not often that h
a little seviovs analy#s
can produce such A
pleasant feeting -

L hope L isn’t
addictive +--

the Ministry of Defence out is no object’”

Diirt Siad
Until the Falklands War the Green Eyes of 1 Para
taunted the other battalions with the words: ‘We shot
one, we shot two, we shot 13 more than you...” — A
reference to Bloody Sunday in Derry from
Luke Jennings report on the murder of POWs

by British paratroopers during the Malvinas
War, the Independent on Sunday, 16 May.

Killing? You long for the opportunity. You wait
your life for the chance to shoot someone. — A for-
mer member of the Parachute Regiment, the
Independent on Sunday, 16 May.

You emphasised the importance of being part of a
party that would form a government. You claimed
that you had access to government at the highest lev-
els. Now you, Laurence Kennedy, are fighting for
your seat against a candidate whose main platform is
a swimming pool for Hollywood. — BBC televi-
sion reporter interviewing the Tory election
candidate, Laurence Kennedy, 3.15pm, Thurs-
day, 20 May.

Belfast is our city as well as the unionists’ city. The
City Hall is also our City Hall. — Gerry Adams
after he opened a magnum of champagne on
the stairs of City Hall to celebrate the party’s

electoral success, the Irish News, Saturday, 22
May.

Loyalist gunning of Sinn Féin offices in Belfast
increased the sympathy vote there. — John Hume's
explanation of Sinn Féin’s election success in
Belfast, the Daily Telegraph, Saturday, 22 May.

The presence of the large, boisterous Sinn Féin con-
tingent irritated many people. The republicans sat in
the corridors drinking tea and smoking, s
by the stern portraits of former lord mayor
and chanting for camera crews and ;:f'.'c.‘c
every time they secured a victory. ‘Times

ly cl:n:xxing,’ said one unionist as he w
shaking his head." — Irish Time
Suzanne Breen, Saturday, 22 May.

$ reporter,

West Belfast continues to provide the most vol
contest. Sinn Féin would currently win on
week's vote, restoring Gerry Adams to the
lost to Joe Hendron n Iust-vznzr's general ¢
Even allowing for some tactical z'nti;z\' by the Union.
ists, Hendron appears unlikely to ‘-12,.\-' on. — The
Sunday Times, 23 May. i )

I began to believe that they would stop-at nothing tc
blacken my name. We are talking about people

are employed to uphold the law, i/'t)wu could do that
to me, what could Hn'y do to .uu}bqu} else? — For-
mer Assistant Chief Constable, Alison Hal-
m.rd, claiming that the Merseyside police force
!nen.i to break her when she took a sex discrim-
Ination case after failing to be promoted.
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Cruiser sees “greens under the bed”

The trial of

W BY MAIRTIN
Mac DIARMADA

Mrs McCarthy

RS McCARTHY of Belfast went on trial in the High Court
in Dublin last week. Mrs McCarthy does not exist and trials
do not take place in the High Court, but these minor details were
only the latest of the bizarre proceedings in which Conor Cruise
O’Brien sought to show that an old woman in a short story is an
IRA supporter and the book she appears in should not be adver-

tised on radio.

In Flann O'Brien’s book, At Swim
Two Birds, the characters created
by the author take on a life of their
own, subvert the plot and threaten
to go on strike. Giving evidence in
the case of Brandon Books against
RTE and the Independent Radio
and Television Commission (IRTC)
Conor Cruise O’Brien took the sce-
nario a step further by actually
putting a fictional character in the
dock. The ex-Minister for Posts
and Telegraphs, and author of Sec-
tion 31 censorship in its present
form, was testifying on behalf of
the IRTC and defending their deci-
sion not to carry a radio advertise-
ment for Gerry Adams book, The
Street and Other Stories. Both RTE
and the IRTC refused to carry the
ad and O’Brien backed their action
by claiming that the book amount-
ed to “thinly disguised propagan-
da” for the IRA, giving as an
example the story in which Mrs
McCarthy appears.

Steve MacDonagh of Brandon
Books of Dingle, County Kerry, is
asking the High Court to rule that
RTE and the IRTC acted outside
the law and violated his rights in
refusing to accept an advertise-
ment for the book which was pub-
lished last year. The High Court
began hearing the case on Thurs-
day, 20 May with senior counsel
for Brandon, Adrian Hardiman,

explaining how his client had
asked his advertising agents to
place the ad using Gerry Adams’
voice with RTE.

The station replied that they
were precluded under Section 31
of the Broadcasting Act from car-
rying the ad because of Gerry
Adams’ membership of Sinn Féin.
They offered to carry the ad using
an actor’s voice but this offer was
then withdrawn and RTE said they
would not accept any ad for the
book. The station based its refusal
on its blanket interpretation of Sec-
tion 31, under which they barred
all members of Sinn Féin from the
airwaves, and on other sections of
the Broadcasting Act. The barrister
pointed out that this interpretation
had been ruled unlawful by the
High Court, a decision upheld by
the Supreme Court, in the Larry
O’Toole case. The High Court
ruled that RTE violated O'Toole’s
rights by excluding him from
being interviewed as chairperson
of the Gateaux Strike Committee
because he was a member of Sinn
Féin.

RTE's replying affidavit in the
case states that they considered
any broadcast on any matter by
Gerry Adams as precluded

because he was a member and
spokesperson for Sinn Féin (Sec-
tion 31), because it would “under-

S\

® Steve McDonagh of Brandon Books with a copy of the book whose author

RTE won’t allow us to hear

(¢
4

® Conor Cruise O’Brien leaves the Dublin High Court — during the case
he displayed his paranoia and class prejudice

mine the authority of the state”
(Section 18) and would violate
RTE’s commitment to “uphold
democratic values’ (Section 17).
This went even further in defend-
ing censorship than RTE did in the
Larry O'Toole case but, as Hardi-
man pointed out, all these argu-
ments had been overtaken by that
case.

RTE later amended their affi-
davit in the light of the O'Toole
case to stress Adams’ presidency
rather than membership of the par-
ty. The problem was not now his
membership but that he could not
be broadcast while president or
spokesperson for the party or
“while still perceived as such”.

ven more extraordinary was

the submission from Colm
Molloy, Director of Sales and Mar-
keting for RTE. He cited the cus-
tomary advertisements in the back
of the book for other works by the
same author, including The Politics
of Irish Freedom and pointed to the
fact that if the The Street were
advertised people who bought it
and read about the other books
might be persuaded to read them
as well.

Refuting the contention that the
book was a work of propaganda
Hardiman read out eight reviews
of the book in newspapers and
journals in Ireland and Britain,
many of which made the point that
the work was not propagandistic.
(Ironically the book was also
reviewed on RTE radio’s Imprint
programme last October.)

Declan Kiberd of University
College Dublin, a leading authori-
ty on Anglo-Irish literature, said
that the book was a work of imagi-
native literature that “recreated
local colour and individual lives”.
He said that some of the work of
Brendan Behan, Mdirtin O Cad-
hain and Peadar O’Donnell, who

were members of the Republican
Movement at the time they wrote,
could more easily be seen as
polemical than Adams’ book.

On Friday there was a hush of
expectation in the courtroom as
Conor Cruise O’Brien was called to
give evidence for the IRTC. He
was cross-examined by Hardiman
on his written submission to the
court describing the book as “thin-
ly disguised propaganda” which
expressed ‘‘sympathy with
Catholic paramilitaries” and “hos-
tility to the security forces”.

Hardiman reminded O’Brien that
he had publicly differed from RTE
on their blanket interpretation of
Section 31 as banning all members.
O'Brien agreed but said that the case
of Adams was different because he
was the party’s chief spokesperson.
He was ““Mr Sinn Féin”’. When
Hardiman asked O’Brien if Adams
should be banned no matter what he
said, even if he said ““Goosie,
Goosie, Gander”” the former minister
replied that “the speaker is the mes-
sage”’.

When Hardiman pointed out
that under RTE’s former interpreta-
tion of Section 31 a Sinn Féin mem-
ber could not even talk about rose
growing O’Brien said that the mem-
ber might purport to speak on the
subject but could quote from Yeats’
poem The Rose Tree. ““There’s noth-
ing but our own red blood, can
make a right rose tree...””

Much of O’Brien’s evidence
concerned one short story in
the collection A Good Confession
and it was here that his paranoia
was fully exposed, leading Hardi-
man to put it to him that he was
seeing “‘greens under the bed”.

O’Brien was reminded that
nearly all the reviews said the
book was not propaganda. The for-
mer minister retorted:

“I know that many people in

the journalistic world have
ing sympathy for Sinn Féin
IRA” and the

Hardiamn retorted: “Anq
od a Jou
2:‘9‘?%0 t sniffing such People
To which Cruise replied: “
have studied literary criticism, "

Hardiman challenged O’Bﬁ;‘ i
pinpoint any of the reviewers who
was sympathetic to Sinn Féin or
IRA. The flustered doctor shuffleq
his papers and then had to admit
that he could not find the reviey in
question and must have mixed j uj
with a New Statesman review of The
Politics of Irish Freedom.

He was forced to withdraw his
“’sneaking sympathy” remark,

The court was treated to a read.
ing of the story The Good Confession
by Hardiman’s junior, Shane My.
phy. O’Brien asserted that the sto-
ry was ‘‘consonant with the
message of Sinn Féin”. The ads in
the back were for books that “car.
ried the Sinn Féin certificate of
health” said O’Brien and “include
one by your instructing solicitor”,
This was a reference to Northery
Ireland — the Orange State by
Michael Farrell, Brandon'’s solici-
tor.
O’Brien also displayed his class
prejudice when he said that news-
paper reviews of the book were
less likely to have the effect of
“legitimising IRA /Sinn Féin” than
radio ads which “reached a wider
social group” and “less educated
people” who would be “more like-
ly to be impressed”’.

When Hardiman reminded
O’Brien that in the back of one of
his books there was an ad for a
book about Black Panther leader
Eldridge Cleaver. “I am not
Eldridge Cleaver” replied O’Brien.

While the proceedings in the
High Court (which continue this
week) were at times hilarious it
should be remembered that
O’Brien was a cabinet minister and
for four years had the power to
enforce his paranoia. In 1950s
America Mrs McCarthy’s name-
sake Joe, the ruthless witch-hunter
who led a reign of terror and creat-
ed anti-radical paranoia not dis-
similar to that instigated by Conor
Cruise O’Brien in Ireland in the
1970s, was finally exposed and the
deranged ‘statesman’ was driven
from public life. Now that the
summit of absurdity in censorship
has been reached is it too much to
hope that the same fate is in store
for the regime of fear in the 26
Counties?
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