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A Chara,
In last
“United Irishman™ you carried a
letter from a correspondent from
Manchester who expressed surprise

month’s cdition of the

at the attitude of the IRA to the
Killings of members of the Ulster
Defence Regiment The
correspondent asserts that the IRA
apologised for killing Senator
Barnhill, ‘a member of the
capitalist oppressor class'’, but had
been reticent when working class
Protestants misled into giving their
allegiance to British imperialism
were killed

Your correspondent is wrong on
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two counts. Firstly the IRA never
apologised for the death of Senator
Barnhill but merely explained that
he had died as a result of his own

actions and that there was no
goneral IRA policy of killing
civilians however reactionary and

oppressive. :Secondly the TRA has
made it clear on several occasions
(although the establishment press
has rarely seen it {it to publish these
statements) that we totally condemn
terror attacks on ordinary people,
anti-civilian actions and the killings
of soft targets like RUC men and
UDR men as have been done by the
Provisionals.

The policy of the IRA is that UDR
and RUC personnel are only
legitimate targets for attack when
they can be clearly identified with
some aggressive action or with some
atrocity: thus, if a UDR man was
guilty of murders like that of Joe
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Far & Near

The Republican Movement ex-
b tends its condolences to the family of
Mrs. McGreevy of Stamullen, Co.
Dublin who died recently. Mrs.
McGreevy was a life-long member
of the Republican Movement and
gave faithful service throughout. A
colour party was provided by
Republicans from County Lou.lhA
Her death is a ‘sad loss for Irish
Republicans.

The IRA has been in action a great
deal over the last month. Two in-
cidents which particularly deserve
reporting are the shooting of Special
Branch Detective Kelly by an IRA
unit in Newry and the attack on the
supermarket of Woods in Armagh.
Kelly was clearly identified on many
occasions as being responsible for
the torture of prisoners. Woods was
a man who had been engaged on
blacking on the cement workers
during their strike and whose lorries
had been blown up by the IRA for his
scabbing. He hadn't learned his
lesson, however, and was found to be
scabbing on the workers of Fresh-
ford, Co. Kilkenny. Since he had
recovered the money lost in the
cement scabbing explosion the IRA
carried out two actions: one against
his shop and lorries and the other a
personal shooting in the leg.
Perhaps he will learn now before it
is too late.

It is reliably reported that Michael
Killeen and some of his colleagues
asked the Minister for Industry and
Commerce for a pay rise recently.

The Minister is reported to have
rejected the claim of the IDA bosses
on the grounds that he did not
consider their ‘productivity’ during

Waters Restoration League staged a very successful Fish-In at
people participated in the demonstration which was
the fishing rights on the River Blackwater. The Duke of
landlordism in Ireland to-day. In addition to owning some

The Waterford Branch of the National
Lismore, Co. Waterford on Sunday, April 16th. About 300
directed against the Duke of Devonshire’s ownership of
Devonshire is one of the worst examples of absentee

McCann or had been involved in the
torture of prisoners he would then be
considered a legitimate target by
the IRA. Action may also be taken

against both UDR and RUC men
when they are cngaged in military
actions against areas or persons.

The IRA agrees with your
correspondent when he stigmatises
the killings of J men
unassociated with terror, murder or
torfurc as seclarian. The IRA's
opposition to sectarianism is real
and we have repeatedly taken our
stand against all such
manifestations, which far from
helping to achieve the freedom of
Ircland or the Irish peaple can only
ossist the imperialist division of the
Irish people at this time.

Your correspondent states that he
feels that nothing constructive can
be achieved cither militarily or
politically by the sectarian killing of
Protestant workers misled into
joining the UDR or the RUC. The
IRA agrees. We wish to win these
people to support the fight for
national liberation and the sicial*
emancipation of the Irish working
class — both Catholic and
Protestant.

Le meas brathartha,
J. J. McGarritty.

the hest lishing rights in Ireland on
the Blackwater, the Duke also owns
Lismore Castje which is situated on

an cstate of 14,000 acres. The
grazing rights on the Knock-
mealdown Mountains are also

owned by the Duke who is one of the
biggest ground rent landlords in the
country, owning as he does most of
the ground rent rights for Waterford
and East Cprk

Speakinglta a meeting in Lismorg
village, before the fish-in bugun(
Tony Heffernan, Joint Genera
Secretary of Sinn Fein, said that the
campaign for the nationalisation of
the inland waterways was a small
but important part of the campaign
for the restoration of the wealth of
Ircland to the people of Ireland.
“*Sinn Fein supports the demands of
the National Walters Restoration
League for the nationalisation of the
fishing rights on all rivers and lakes
of Ireland,** he said. “We reject the

ANOTHER
FISH-IN AT
LISMORE

vight of people like the Duke of
Devonshire to claim ownership of
what belongs to the Irish people. We

support the phinciples of Pearse and
Connolly ns% #r

proclamation hich pepelaimed the
right of the gicople of Ireland to the
ownership of Ircland and to the
unfettéred control of Irish destinies
to he sovereign and indefeasable.”

“Despite the massive weight of
public opintion in favour of
nationalisation of the inland
waterways, Fianna Fail has not had
the courage lo take any action
against the Robber Barons, such as

the Duke of Devonshire. Instead,
their reaction was typical of a
government which has consistently
refused to do anything about the
plight of the internces. They in-
troduced the Forcible Entry Act to
protect the rights of the Duke, the
Lords, the Colonels and the native
gombeenmen in a vain attempt to
intimidate Republicans from con-
ducting Fish-Ins. Indeed instead of
doing anything about the present
bLxploitation  of ' our natural
resources, they now seem intent on
opening the country to further
foreign  exploitation through
membership of the EEC. Mem-
bhership of the EEC would deny us
the right to ever own the natural
resources of Treland, as under the
terms of entry nationalisation ofs
natural resources such as inland!
 waterways would not be allowed. We
musi all vote **No'’ on May 10th and
sccure the right of the ordinary Irish
people to fish the rivers and lakes of
Ireland.™

the last year merited any increase at
all.

Irish farmers inside the EEC
would have to pay tax which they
have been exempted from paying up
till now. As Fianna Fail tries
desperately to convince the farmer
that he will be somehow better off if
Ireland joined the E the news
that taxes would have to be paid Is
seen by informed commentators as
a grave blow to the government's
hopes of misleading the farming
community into supporting  their
referendum, Many farmers are now
expected to vote decisively against
EEC entry, as payment of taxes
would totally wipe out whatever
fringe benefits might be expected in
the early years of EEC entry. This
factor combined with the factor of
rates increasing by 78 per cent is
causing grave concern to farmers
throughout Ireland

Provisionals in the County Meath
area near Athboy are licking their
wounds after a recent fund raising
concert. To encourage large
donations the Provisionals invited

Correction ?

DEAR SIR, — In your April
edition feature, "NOYEK FIRE —
ENQUIRY CALL" you state: ™. . . 8
Irish workers died In a fire at the
premises owned by a British firm"".

1 fall — as indeed every Marxist
must — to reconclle this statement
with socialism. Indeed it is more
akin to the type of patriotism of
which Dr. Johnson wrote:
(““Patriotism is the last refuge of a
scoundrel”). It would have been
much more In keeping with the kind
of system which I hope — as indeed
must all Marxists — you advocate,
had you written: ‘.., B WORKERS
diedin a fire at a premises owned by
a CAPITALIST firm".

Workers are Important
irrespective of where they are from.
It is portant where Capitalist
are from — whether they are Irish or

British.
Frank Columb,
Lough Gowna,

. Cavan.
22nd April, 1972,
l
Crumlin Rd.

Crumlin Road Prison,
Belfast.

11 April, 1872
0 the

We, Michael  Mallin
Republican Club, A Wing, Belfast
Prison. congratulate you and the
staff on the Jmproved style of the
April issue of the Ul, including the
EEC supplement. The U1 Is the only
paper in Ireland which publishes
enough educational facts and figures
10 expose properly the present
corrupt system of our country. It is
also a valuable guide line for our
club members. W believe that only

A Chara,

a socialist system can offer a viable
future for the people of Ireland and
is the only alternative to the present
shambles.

Our congratulations are extended
to the people who support and are
Involved In the present nruggle for
democracy North and South. We
also wish to express our sympathy
with those In the North who have
suffered grievously as a result of
this struggle.

The people of the South’must too
be warned. Jack Lynch's machine
gun armed Special Branch squads
and arsenals of the criminal CS gas
along with other repressive exer-
cises are as equal a threat fo
democracy as were Brian
Faulkner's Unlonist policies. They
are actually the same policies
defending the same rotteness.

Therefore, we earnestly ask the
people of the South to reject an
nsrecz of these policies — the EEC
sell-out, for should entry happen, the
struggle in the North will have been
in vain and the glimmer of hope in
the South for a better Ireland may be
extinguished. We, who are suffering
in Crumlin Road Prison for our
involvement In the fight for a just
soclety, believe that the people of the
South will keep faith with us.

Yours fraternally,

Peter J. Monaghan (6 years)
John Bunting (5 years)

M. Maguire (8 years)
Francis Weir (10 years)
J.Goodman (8 years)
Mick Mallon (7 years)

G. McLuughIln (12 years)
Pat O'Hare (7 years)
Brendan Mackin (12 years)
Patrick Morun (3 years)
Charles Kelly (3 years)

N.B, — Two Republican clubs
have been formed in Belfast Prison,
the Michael Mallin and the Gerry
Doherty. A third 18 to be formed.

EEC Budget:

Tax on
Farmers?

On a day that Widgery was at-
tempting to cloud over the realities
atone end of the country, Codgery —
sorry Colley — tried the same thing
at the other end.

Everyone knew that a ‘referen-
dum’ budget was on order to put the
people in a mood to vote “‘Yes' to
the EEC. So Codgery — sorry,
«Colley — duly obliged and tried out
the something for everybady ploy —
and failed. 5

The trouble js Jusi cannot
\5‘},"' all the pepple all pf Jhb time,

igither can y&u please them all,
particularly when your ploy is half
cocked anyway. For the same
amount of money, all turnover taxes
on food could have been removed, It
would have been an effective relief
to paorer families who, not paying
income tax, can't qualify f;r the
miserly 47p married man's rebate.

It would have relieved the
pressure for wage Increases. It
would have been dramatic. The

pension could also have been in-
creased and by more. No further
taxes would have been changed.
Instead, the Anglo Irish Tax
Treaty, which will have to be
changed in or out of the EEC, could
have been revised now. In addition,
by ]uggllnr company (ax rates,
money could be diverted from the
British exchequer to the Irish
Revenue (The British themselves
made similar moves in their budget,

50 can hardly complain).

In addition, pressure would have
been put on investors to bring home
some of the 700 million invested
abroad and thus help to create job
opportunities here. It would have
been bold, Imaginative and would
have made sense even In caplitallst
terms. Instead we had the usual
Fianna Fail cock up.

And, If, as the Resources Study
Group suggest, mining profits were
diverted to the benefit of the Irish
people, we could have erstwhile
Unionists clamouring for the leath-
choroin — if not a goodly number of
Brits queueing in our welfare of-
fices.

If nothing much has been sald In
this acticle or by the budget about
farmers it Is because the small
hand-out given by Colley was
Erohubly their last. They will now

ave to prepare for income tax.

The point is that the tax exemp-
tions for farmers and exporters
offend EEC rules. Underx-rressure
from industrialists, Paddy Hillery —
the Brits friend — rushed off to
Brussels to ge( the worthless
protocol allegedly protecting export
tax rellefs.

Nobody thought to get a similar
protocol for farmers, just as they
nearly forgot about sugar. Maybe
the civil servants hope to keep their
needs down, as with exports, and
nobody will notice the breach of
EEC rules.

But there are too many ready and
willing to stab Fianna Fail and thelr
Ireland in the back. And nobody
need lmnﬁlne that French farmers
will stand Idly by while 30 millions of
their money is pumped free of tax
into Trish pockets, as T. J. Maher
supposes, Tax at 36 per cent and
surtax will make n not insignificant
dent in existing farm Incomes, never
mind the alleged profits of EEC
mombership:

Fr. Denis Faul to speak. He came
and delivered such a stirring oration
that the men on the door gave the
money to the priest instead of the
Provos. Sean Mac Stiorain was so
enraged that he moved from his
home in An Uaimh on the spurious
pretext of ‘“bomb scares" and
removed himself to Athboy. A local
reporter who reported this change of
address and the Provo chief's new
abode was severely beaten up as
well as his wife, Free speech is not
looked upon with favour by the
gallant Sean Mac Stiorain.

Anyone surprised at the findings
of the Widgery report obvlously has
a lot to learn about the man and the
way the British operate. Desmond
Rushe writing in the Irish In-
dependent of April 25 brings to light
the fact that the same Widgery was
responsible for the savage sentences
given to members of the Free Wales
Army during the middle 1960s.

Al the trial, Widgery expressed
himself very clearly on the matter of
“'sabotage’’ and ‘bombers'’. One of
the men sentenced got 14 years. And
this is the same man appointed by
the Heath Government to ‘im-
gnrllnlly’ consider the murders of

anuary 30. Had they appointed a
partial judge, then do doubt he
would have found that the 13 dead
men all committed suicide, such Is
the way of 'British justice’.

JUST PUBLISHED
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. NEW
Militants marching in support of the Irish Republican Army shoat anti-British slogans.
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IRISH

DEMONSTRATIONS

IN AMERICA

For the first time in the history of
the New York St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, the Irish Republican
Movement was represented among
the _marchers this year. Ap-
proximately ],200 people led by
Liam McMillan, Belfast, walked
behind the blue and white Irish
Republican Clubs U.S.A. and
Canada banner in a position of
honour near the [ront of the parade,
to ringing cheers and applause from
onlookers along the entire parade
route, from 44th Street and Fifth
Avenue to 86th Street and Third
Avenue.

The tremendous response which
the Irish Republican Clubs received,
both from the press and from the
people at the St. Patrick’s Day
parade demonstrates the immense
popular support  which the
~ Movement enjoys in North America.
© Local Irish Republican Clubs
marched in parades in cities such as
Washington D.C. and Baltimore,
Maryland, receiving the same
popular response as in New York. In
Boston, the Irish Republican Club
held a demonstration march just in
front of the ‘“‘legal” parade, which
was unrepresentative of the Irish
people. Again, popular support was
great.

AUSTRALIAN
DEMONSTRATION
OF SUPPORT

At 6.00 p.m. on the 31st March
delegates from the Sean South and
Fergal O’Hanlon Society converged
on Canberra, the Australian capital
where they held a 24 hour protest
vigil outside the British High
Commission. This vigil was to
coincide with a national conference
arranged for the following evening.
Delegates attending represented
branches#rom four states, Victoria,
N.S.W., Queensland, South Australia
and from the recently formed Irish
Socialist Republican Movement in
Adelaide. Apologies were received
from branches in Perth and Darwin.

Just-prior to the end of the vigil a
deputation from the conference
made a call on the Aboriginal
Embassy to express solidarity with
the Aboriginal people in their
struggle for civil rights. This Em-
bassy set up by the Aboriginals
themselves (in an effort topublicise
their plight and gain support) is
made up of a cluster of tents situated
directly in front of Parliament
house. We were received by John
Newfong an official of the Embassy,
to whom we presented a han-
dkerchief from Long Kesh Con-
centration camp and in turn were
presented with a Dideridoo (Musical
instrument ).

Wespent some time discussing the
problems facing the Aboriginal and
Irish peoples and we were amazed at
the knowledge they had of the Irish
situation. Several parallels were
drawn between the two struggles,
the foremost being: Both suffered
under colonialisation and ex
plojtation; Discrimination (Racial
discrimination as opposed to
religious  discrimination) whs
engendered by the exploiters to
lm,mdn natural integration and
unit;

y among the people; and, the
steady decline in language and
culture.

We ended the visit with a feeling of
International Brotherhood and the
privilege of having been in the
company of a very hospitable and
friendly people

After the conference the following
motions were passed

(1) That we reaffirm our support in
the Sinn Fein policies and the
position taken by the Official
LR.A.

(2) That we appeal to the Irish
people to look at the evil facing
them in the proposed sell-out in
the E.E.C. and to use their votes
in the forthcoming referendum
to keep our country out. Votes
which we exiles haven’t 8ot, so
we leave the destiny of our
homeland in the hands of the
workers and small farmers.

(3) That our admiration be con-

veyed to the people involved in

the Civil Rights and Civil

Disobedience Campaign.

The we shall continue protesting

and agitating for the release of

all internees.

(

=

ANOTHER SELL
OUT IN NAVAN

Navan has again been threatened

with redundancy and unem-
ployment. Despite being one of the
largest furniture centres in the

country, the ‘Crannac’ [factory,
which produces some of the finest
furniture on sale in Ireland, has
announced its intention to close,
thereby causing redundancy for 50
people.

In a state of increasing unem-
ployment, it will be next to im-
possible for these people to be ac-
commodated with alternative
employment

“Crannac’, which was owned by
Gael Linn, came to the attention of
Mr. E. Mcllroy, a large industrialist
and speculator from Castleblayney
who himself owms numerous in-
dustries, some of which manufac-
ture furniture. By putting forward a
false intention of wanting to expand
his own furniture " producing in-
dustry, he was able to acquire
“Crannac'’ at a minimal cost, one
condition of the purchase being a
guarantee that no employee of the
Navan factory would be laid off for a
period of 12 months.

Less than one month after this
period had expired he announced his
intention to close the factory in
Navan. With the purchase of
“Crannac”, no doubt, went the
rights of production of the type of
furniture they produced, so the next
phase of Mr. Mcllroy's operation
will be the transfer of the production
of the Navan produced furniture to
his factory in Castleblayney.

This is a clear case of selling out
the interests of the workers in Navan
and must be opposed. The workers
of “Crannac' have already an-
nounced their willingness to con-
tinue to work the factory even if
Mecliroy withdraws his capital. An
operation similar to this was carried
out successfully in a shoe factory in
Dundalk, avoiding the closure of the
plant and saving the jobs of the
workers.

Assistance must be given to the
workers in Navan by Trade
Unionists everywhere and
especially by the workers in Mellroy
Bros. in Castleblayney. They should
refuse 1o start production of the
furniture now being produced in
Nuvan. By doing this they could be
“m;\‘f‘ the livelihoods of 50 families
In Navan. The Navan workers
should be given the opportunity to
prave that the faclory is as workable
s it was before Mellroy purchased

CLANN BRANCH
NAMED AFTER
JOE McCANN

A new *umann of Clann na
hEireann” has been formed in
Kilburn, North London. The cumann
has been named after Joe McCann
who was shot dead in Belfast by the
Paras on April 15. The cumann is
planning a series of events over the
coming weeks and will be working
closely with'other branches of Clann
in the London area.

In Roscrea, Co. Tipperary, the
newly formed cumann of Sinn Fein
in the arca has also been named
after Joe McCann. At a meeting in
the town on April 19, delegates and
club members agreed that the most
fitting tribute they could make to
Joe McCann was lo dedicate the
cumann to his memory.

Another club to be dedicated to
Joe McCann is the Republican Club
I{n Cu#lewellnn. Co. Down, vm:c:}
ormal me on Apri
formally adoptet the.na -

It is fitting that so many
Republicans throughout the country
should honour Joe McCann in this
Wway, but it is also Important to
remember that Joe leaves a wife
and four young children. An appeal
fund has been opened for Mrs. Ann
McCann and her family, and we
urge all our readers to generously
respond to this appeal. Joe McCann
helped you when you needed
assistance, so please help his young
widow now when she needs help.

DIRECT RULE
CRITICISED
IN COBH

The Cobh Cumann of Sinn Fein
held a dinner/ceili in the Com-
modore Hotel, Cobh, on Friday,
April 14th. Although the Cumann has
been in existence for less than 12
months, the attendance of almost 150
is an indication of the progress that
has been made in the area.

Tony Heffernan, Ard Runai, Sinn
Fein, who was the guest speaker,
said that nobody should be fooled by
direct rule. “'It is worth noting"', he
said, ““that the same politicians who
in 1969 urged the people of the North
to welcome the British Army are
now encouraging all to accept rule.
In 1969 the Republican Movement
warned what éould be expected from
the British Army and*the events of
the past two years have justified our
attitude, Today, we warn the people
of the North — do not be fooled by
direct rule

“Direct rule simply means that
the power to murder, the power to
intern, the power to oversce
iscrimination, instead of being
ared between Belfast and London,
rests now solely in the hands of
London. What is needed in Ireland is
less British interference and more
democracy. Direct rule means more
British interference and less
democracy. Mr. Whitelaw has been
appointed not in the interests of the
Irish people, either Catholic or
Protestant, but in the interests of
preserving British contr6l over
Ircland, North and South of the
border

"“Those who really believe that
direct rule is n step forward should
study the writings of Pearse, who,
writing In 1913 ot a time when all
Ireland had expericnced over 100
years of direet rule, said: 'Any six

Irishmen would be a better
Government of Ireland than the
English have been. Any six lunatics,
any six criminals, any six
Orangemen. The Irish would at least
try tg govern Ireland in the interests
of the lunatics, criminals or
Orangemen, as the case may be. The
English will only govern Ireland in
the interests of England’."

'SOUTH DOWN

REPUBLICAN
STATEMENT

A jojnt meulln? of the various
Republican Clubs in the South Down
area took place in Warrenpoint on
Wednesday, April 190 lubs
represented were — James Con-
nolly, Warrenpoint: Thomas Clarke,
Leitrim: Wolfe Tone, Rostrevor;
James Connolly, Hilltown. Also
represented were delogates from the

recently forme: club at
Castlewellan, named after Staff
Officer Joseph McCann who was

murdered by the British Army in
Belfast on April 15

The main purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the nature of future
activities by the clubs in the arca
and to ensure the co-ordination of all
such activities

It was pointed out that by mem
bership  alonc the Official
Republican Movement was clearly
the strongest political force In the
area and while organisation had
been somewhat disrupted by recent
repressive measures, it had refused
to be driven underground

It was stressed that the dif:
ferences between the Official and
Provisional movements should be
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emphasised but that this could best
be donc through political action
rather than by purely negative
criticism.

Clubs were urged to redouble their
cfforts in the cause for which their
fellow revolutionary, Joe McCann,
had gjven his life — a 32-County
Workers' Republic.

WEXFORD RATES
PROTEST

Members of the two Sinn Fein
cumainn in Wexford town staged a
protest picket outside the Municipal
Buildings on Monday, April 10. The
protest was against the rating
system as a whole and not merely
the striking of a higher rate

Although other groups in the town
had said they wauld also picket, only
Sinn Fein seemed able to muster any
enthusiasm. When questioned about
this seeming lack of support, a
spokesman said that there was a lot
of apathy in Wexford and, un-
fortunately, a lot of people did not
even know that there was a rates
meeting going on.

Overgu?e lagn year Sinn Fein has
conducted @ vigorous campaign
against the unfair rating system in
Wexford. They organised a petition
of townspeople which was signed by
several hundred people. Local
councillors :euhllqb i r:?d as|
to reject the eT

by the County Manager

pmor.:d,.\vh le it ln’ok:d nﬁ‘%m 3
councillors would reject the rate and
cause the Wexford Corporation to be
suspended. Sinn Fein felt that this
sacrifice would highlight the unjust
rates system. However, when it
came to the crunch, the Corporation
wccepted the new rate

Initially, the Fianna Fail mem
bers of the Corporation were against
striking the higher rate, while Fine
Gael and Labour councillors were in
favour. After being given an extra
week by the Department of Local
Government lo strike the rate, the
Fianna Fail councillors changed
their minds and voted for the rate.

The rates issue in Wexford has
clearly shown that Sinn Fein is the
party of the people and the only body
in the area prepared to stand up for
the rights of the ordinary man

oy

Mrs. Fahey, the Galway woman threatened with eviction by
a retired British Army Colonel, seen her picketing the Court,
The same Army that murders people on the streets of the
North evicts them from cottages in the West, What freedom?

B,




CEATHAIR

eagarfhocal

BEALTAINE 1972

This month the fate of the lIrish
people hangs on the outcome of the
referendum against the EET.

For generations the lrish people
have struggled against the might of
Britain's empire to win national and
social freedom here in Ireland. For
generations our enemies have
resisted our just claims by force of
arms, and have forced us to endure
poverty and vioience in order that
the rich might grow richer.

The Common Market is the final
step on the path of surrender to
Britain and other imperial inferests
which native governments have
been engaged in since the very
setting up of the first Free State in
1921. 11 is the alliance of the rich
against the poor, for in the Common
Market all power lies with those who
own and contirol the big businesses,
the cartels and monopolies, and the
bankers. Bankers and gombeenmen
nowhere have ever been worried
about the fate of ordinary working
people, and despite the honeyed
promises of Fianna Fail won't
change their nature for our sakes.
What we are being asked to do is fo
surrender our national freedom,
limited as it has been made by
successive seoinin governments, in
order to enjoy the privilege of being
ruled by faceless bureaucrats in
Brussels, in partnership with a.
reactionary Tory regime in Britain
which has brought a reign of terror
and murder to bear against our
fellow-countrymen in the North.

Are those who were slaughtered in
Derry by the butchers of the British
Army to be forgotten while Jack

Lynch sips tea with Heath? Are the
people of the 26 counties to shake the
hands of those who only a few weeks
ago foully murdered Joe McCann on
the streets of Belfast? Is all that has
been endured in the North in the
fight for dempocracy to be thrown

away because that traitor Lynch:

smiles at us. There is an old Irish
proverb that there are three smiles
worse than death: the smile of a
leaping wolf, the smile of a friend
that has betrayed you and the smile
of the sun upon melting snow. But
there is none so bad, so sickening as
the smile of Jack Lynch as he knived
the people of the North and as he
sells out his country to foreign im-
perialism.

Nor has Lynch been content with
this amount of dirty work. While
hypocritically declaring an ‘In-
terest’ in an eventual reunification
of Ireland (although nowhere does
he ever speak about independence
for Ireland) Lynch denies the people
of the North, whom he claims as
Irish citizens when votes are at
stake, the right fo participafe in this
referendum which will determine
their future, the future of this
country. This means that the people
of the 26 counties have an even
greater burden of duty when voting
against the EEC. Not merely must
they vote against it in their own
interest but also in the interest of
their Northern fellow countrymen
who are united in opposition,
irrespective of religion or con-
stitutional loyalty.

The Common Market itself is only
a development of Britain’s takeover
of Ireland. Already we have had the
free trade agreement, universally
deplored by workers, trade unions
and businessmen alike, we have had
a continuing link with the British
financial orbit through sterling and
foreign conirol of all our money
investment companies like banks
and building societies, and we have
seen the wealth of Ireland handed
over to foreigners while emigration
and poverty soar. The Common
Market is an aggravagation of all
that is wrong with present day Irish
society. For the EEC would mean
more free trade and therefore more
competition for Irish industrial
goods and therefore more danger for
Irish industrial workers.

What is the alternative to this
monstrosity of littie Europe? The
obvious alternative to going in is to
stay. out. Since staying out would
give us the freedom to build the kind
of lreland the masses of working
people want and the freedom to take
measures in defence of Irish
economic and social interests.

If the EEC means freedom of
movement of capital (in other words
the right of foreigners to take profits
out of Ireland and the right of
capitalists to invest money produced
by Irish workers abroad), freedom
of movement of labour (i.e.

emigration) and freedom of
movement of goods (i.e intensified
competition against Irish produce)
then the alternative is simple: no
movement of goods, labour or
capital. Not only is the alternative
simple, it is vifally necessary. If we
control the movement of goods by
setting up state import-export
boards and only buying what we
can’t economically produce, paying
for that with our tremendous
mineral wealth and other resources
we can successfully protect existing
Irish industries while developing
new ones to replace workers
displaced from other industries, like
agriculture. Under free trade
conditions no country has ever
achieved the industrialisation that
we need, and no miracles can be
expected in our case.

If we prevent foreign capital
penetration we can prevent the
exploitation of our resources by
groups like Northgate and the other
big mining companies. We can In-
stead use these resources for the
benefit of the Irish people, building
up a viable economic infrastructure
and diversifying our markets with
Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia and
Latin America. We can also by
nationalising our banking system
and all building societies, in-
vestment trusts, insurance com-
panies and other financial In-
stitutions recall the £1,000 million of
Irish money invested abroad and use
it at home. The ending of emigration
would be the consequence of the
Irish people taking such measures.

But in the immediate, the issue is
not what the alternative is. Many
different social classes oppose the
EEC because it is damaging their
interests. The issue is indeed that.
EEC entry would seriously and
dangerously damage the hopes of
prosperity and progress of the Irish
people. It would permanently seal
the partition of our country and
foreign control over all our affairs
North and South. It would result in
closing of factories, abandoning of
farms, loss of fisheries. The only
ones to benefit will be the select few
who are in the know, businessmen
like O’Reilly and the corrupt
politicians of the Fianna Fail and
Unionist parties, the gombeenmen
and place seekers.
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® Scan Keany

® Bernadette Devlin

ANTI-EEC SPEAKING TOUR
LAUNCHED AFTER SINN FEIN PRESS

CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN

A_l 4 press conference in Dublin on April 14, the last phase of the Sinn Fein
anti EEC campaign was announced by Tomas Mac Giolla, President of Sinn
Fein. He outlined the reasons for the intensification of the campaign and said
that findings indicated that there would be a massive vote ‘‘No’™* on referen-

m day.

Seamus Costello, Ard Comhairle, gave details of the meetings arranged

throughout the country, Sinn Fein,
he said, would hold over 3,000
meetings at fairs, churches and
public places. He also announced
that a mobile team of speakers,
including Bernadette Devlin, would
be touring the country.

The mobile team began their tour
in Cork on April 20 when a press
conference was held. Frank O'Hare,
Armagh anti EEC organiser, said
that Northern citizens had as much
right to participate in the
Referendum as they had to hold
Irish passports.

Miss Devlin said that in her
opinion, only Sinn Fein were
mounting a comprehensive anti
Common Market campaign. The
Labour Party had set up a com-

ttee on the subject but this body
had not yet produced a plan of ac-
tion.

Sean O Clonnaith said that bet-
ween 4,000 and 5,000 sympathisers
have been organised to carry out
door to door canvassing and to
distribute leaflets

At the first meeting in Cork, over
4.000 people attended and en-
thusiastically applauded speakers.
Other meetings held in April by the
mobile team were in Midleton,
Castlecomer, Kilkenny, Waterford,
Loughrea, Tuam, Athenry,
Ballinasloe and Mullingar.

During May, meetings are
scheduled for Killarney, Limerick,
Shannon, Ennis, An Uaimh,
Drogheda, Trim, Dundalk,
Bailieboro and Cavan, as well as in
Dublin city and county

ANTI-MARKET
MEETING IN
WEXFORD :

A large crowd gathered at the
Buliring in Wexford on April 15. to
hear Sean O Cionnaith and Traolach
O Murchu speak on behalf of Sinn
Fein at the Anti EEC meeting
organised by the local cumainn of
Sinn Fein

Traolach O Murchu said that the
people should look carefully at the
motives of those advocating
membership. There is a salary of
£17.500 per year for the prospective
Irish commissioner to the EEC an
already we could see the infighting
in the government for the job. The
price the people of Ireland would
pay for giving Dr. Hillery, Mr,
Childers or Mr. Colley that job would
be their own jobs. 2

The government, he said, claimed
that EEC membership would help to
remove the border, by removing
tariffs. Before 1932 there were no
tariff barriers but partition was just
us much a fact then as itis now. The
government had no interest in the
people of the North and If the words
of Jack Lynch were any guide, they
were prepured to see Irish (roops
fighting side by side with the British
Parus who murdered 13 Irishmen in
Derry

Sean O Cionnaith said that par-
tition would remain if we entered the
EEC. The government had done

1o protect the people of the
ounties and in fact, were
refusing W give a vote Lo these Irish
citizens. Were all the people allowed
10 wote on May 10, there would be o
lundslide wgainst the government..
This was why 30 per cent of the

people had been disfranchised by
Fianna Fail,

Mr. Lynch and Mr. Heath, said
Mr. O Cionnaith, had appeared
together in Brussels at the formal
signing of the EEC Treaty. Mr.
Lynch had signed for the 26 Counties
and Mr. Heath for the Six Countles.
In signing that document, Mr, Lynch
had recognised partition.

At a meeting in the County Hotel
afterwards, plans for the run up to
the Referendum were discussed. It
was also agreed to hold an education
conference in Wexford as soon as
possible after the voting. A minutes
silence was observed when news of
the death of Joe McCann reached the
members at the hotel.

AGM HELD OF
AN UAIMH

CUMANN OF SF

About thirty people attended the

annual meeting of the Liam
Mcllowes Cumann (Navan), Sinn
Fein, in the local Central Hotel,

when the guests included Mr. Eoin O
Murchu, -Ard Comhairle, editor of
the “United Irishman’ newspaper,
and Mr. Donnchada Mac Raghnalill,
arca organiser and Joint national
treasurer.

The following officers were
clected: Chairman, Mr. Leo Finlay;
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Brendan
Lynch: Secretary, Mrs. Celine
Collins: Joint Treasurers, Messrs.
John Glacken and James Finnegan.

Spcaking to an enthusiastic
audience, Mr. O Murchu outlined the
history and aims of the Republican
Sinn Fein movement, and answered
many questions. He dealt generally
with mining in Ireland and men-
tioned specifically the “‘disgraceful
robbery of the Irish people of what
was rightfully theirs’’ proposed by
Tara Mines Ltd. and the Fianna Fail
government in their planned
operations at Navan. He urged that
a massive campaign be carried out
to alert the people to this potentially
disastrous crime before it was too
late and this vast wealth, the rightful
heritage of the Irish nation was in
the hands of foreign exploiters.

Referring to the movement's
opposition o Ireland’s entry into the
E.E.C., Mr. O Murchu explained in
detail how the country was being
“*sold out” to Europe, and deplored
the fact that entry was being pushed
down the people’s throats.

Donnchada Mac Raghnaill spoke
about the continued expansion of the
movement in north Leinster, which
he said was very encouraging. In
Meath, Navan was just one of a
numher of centres where a
resurgence of interest in republican,
socialist Ideals had arisen not only
by the northern situation, but by the
plight of the country as a whole.

Over the past woeks the Liam
Mcllowes Cumann, Navan has been
extremely active, A picket was
placed on the local Post Office in
protest ugainst the one-sided way
these institutions  were used  to
distribute pro-E.E.C. literature, and
highlighting the fact that permission
tu distribute antl-entry documents in
the same way had been refused to
the Sinn Foin party by the Fianna
Fall government. Over 3,000 anti-

E.E.C lcaflets have been handed
out in Navan alone. This, along with
the all-time local record sales of 300
copies weekly of the “United Irish.
man®', shows the growing support
and sympathy for the ideals of the
maovement in the area

Over the Easter week-end a
twenty four hour last was held by
members in the lown square to
present the case against entry into
E.E.C. All members took an active
part in this highly successful
exercise, mecting people and ex-
plaining the party’s stand on the
matter, and handing out literature.
This week-end a further campaign,
1o be carried out in all the main
centres in the county, is planned.

While continuing to actively put
forward the Sinn Fein stand on the
E.E.C. and other national issues, the
van Cumann hopes to increase its
activity to include local matters as
well. High on the list of priorities is a
cumpaign against the current
mining situation, and other issues
such as housing and employment
will also be looked at.

ICTU ISSUES
PAMPHLET
AGAINST EEC

The Irish Congress of Trade
Unions has issued an eight page
document outlining their opposition
to the Common Market. Entitled
“Economic Freedom, it deals with
the cffects of entry on agriculture,
fisheries and industry, as well as the
alternatives which we have.

On page 3, John Bristow. Lecturer
in Economics, T.C.D., has an article
*The agricultural case for EEC
entry overstated®'. He writes, *'. . |
such bencfits, with one major ex-
ception, cither do not exist at all or,
if they do exist, cannot be imputed to
EEC membership™.

In relation to the meat industry In
Ircland, Economic Freedom quotes
the late President of the 1 , Mr.
James Cox, who said that within the
EEC it had at best a misty future, at
worst a very dark one indeed.

Economic Freedom clearly shows
that our industrial exports are not
cendangéred by Bue Staying out of the
Common Market. Onthe other hand,
there is evidence to suggest that
certain of our industrial exports
could be adversely affected. British
already gained an
ing sharc of our domestic
ct and there is every indication
that this will continue

On page 5, tables of employment
in the manufacturing industries are
given and it is estimated by the
authors that between 30,000 and
35,000 jobs are likely to be lost if we
cnter the EEC. Moreover, they point
out that the balance of advantages

for attracting new industries and °

new jobs in export industries lies
outside the EEC. It is to the coun-
tries outside the EE that our export
trade over the last decade has grown
most rapidly.

During the course of the next few
s, Sinn Fein alone will be
stributing 300,000 coples of
Economic Freedom and the Labour
Party, the Common Market Defence
Campaign and the trade unions
themselves will also be circulating
the document. If you do not receive o
copy. please write cither to Sinn
Fein, 30 Gardiner Place or direct to
the ICTU, Congress House, 19
Raglan Road, Dublin 14.

IRA URGES
"POLITICAL”
ACTION

.

Following (he murder of Joe
McCann and the renewal of
aggressive action by the British
Army, the Belfast Command of the
Irish Republican Army issued a
Statement accusing the British of
escalating violence at a time when
L,R.A. units had decided to suspend
operations in certain arcas of the
city

It had been decided after con-
sulting the people in these areas that
no action would be taken by units in
arcas where there relative
calm. The statement went on: “We
wished through our actions to
provide a period of calm in which the
working people could work out and
decide “mw the mass campaign of
eivil disobodience should now
procecd in the light of the initiatives,

“The British, however, under the
direetion of Whitclaw, soon smashed
iny hopes the people had of o period
uf calm. Raids continued In
Bullymurphy and Now Lodge Rond
arens, homes were roided, houses
smushed and people were arrosted
and heaten,

Rotaliatory action against the
British Army was carried out in
these arcas and the local units

defended them against further in-
cursions by the British Army. The
Army further escalated their
campaign of violence at the weekend
and this culminated in the shooting
of Staff Officer Joseph McCann in
what could only be described as
bloody murder

‘Our retaliatory actions have
resulted in the wounding of eight
soldiers, onc seriously. These ac-
tions were clearly provoked by the
British authorities and their
menacing army ™,

We in the Official IR A. now call
upon the people of Belfast to see
Whitelaw and what he represents in
its true light. Nothing has changed
with the imposition of direct rule. No
real political change can take place
within the Six Counties until the
demands of the Civil Rights
Movement are met

We can best honour the memory of
Joc McCann by continuing the
campaign of militant non violent
disobedience until these demands
for the ending of the Special Powers

Act and the establishment of
democracy are met. Aggressive
military action, though un-

derstandable, only plays into the
hands of the authorities and
provides the British Army with the
opportunity to continue their
campaign of murdering unarmed
civilians as happened on Monday at
Divis Flats

“Retaliation for these deaths will
be carried out by the Army of the
Peaple. The people’s struggle will
continue at all levels until we
achieve the goal that Joe McCann
dled attempting to win, the
eostablishment of a 32 County
Sociallst Republic'”

JOURNALISTS
DEPLORE
CENORSHIP

Members of the Natlonal Union of
Journalists meeting at Tenby in
South Wales have vigorously con-
domned attempts at censorship of
noews by government agenoies.
Particular criticlsm is  iaunched
agninst the Dublin government
ccause of its open, blatant efforts to
muzzle RTE and to stifle all free
political comment and debate on the
television and radio services, A well

cuiIe

wnown cxample of this was the
refusal of the RTE management, at

the instigation of government
Ministers, to allow a pamphiet
outlining the alterngtives to EEC

membership to be advertised on the
television, and of course the
notorious sackings and demotings of
radical and suspected radical
journalists and producers in RTE
Amongst those who have suffered
the government attack are Rodnoy
Rice (to be removed from 7 Days
and transferred to the ‘newsroom’)
and Eoghan Harris, the former
producer of FEACH., who is still
looking Tor aiternative production
work in RTE

OIDHEADH
CHAINNE DHOIRE

Guth seimh banda ar an radio

ag casadh ceoil — mar bheadh
dalldn ar fhuinneog

nd deoch suain, deoch an dearmaid,
Lothe.

Mdr sruth na habhann sin arb ¢

dr ndith anois; mér sruth an
chaointe;

mor ar bhiearg

Crondn guth gan aghaidh,

ceadal riarachdin, comhsheinm.
Greadadh bos bhur geleacht,

a lucht na bplean gan ¢éifeacht
Td brachadh an ghrdin ag sileadb
le créacht oscailte na staire,
agus sibhse tite ann;

muchfar bhur mbladar, slogfar
bhur n.uabhar libh.

Blst bhur mbéal. T4 bdireach slua
ds bhur ngeataf amach:

A A ar siad, tabhair ddinn

dr mbeo,

tabhair dignit diinn, bhur mbrdithre.
Eireomna (s togfam nua-drais —
Impireacht an chirt, saorstdt an
tsaolrse,

poblacht an phobail,

Didltéfar reacht, ni ann anols
d'bhur n-udards dall gan ghrd

Duistear an mfol mér An eal

daoibh cén suantraf

a chuirfeadh codladh feasta air?

Ta an mhuintir le tine
Michedal O hUanachain

An Ghaeltacht ag Votail Nil?

Ta ralteas elsithe ag Breandan
Mac Gearallt agus Labhras O
Slatara thar cheann Cumann
Chearta Nalslunta Chorea Dhulbhne
| dtaobh an chomhargaldh. Seo thios
an raiteas lomlan.

Ag tagalrt don relfreann [faol
bhallralocht sa Chomhphobal
Eacnamalochta Eorpach (CEE)
nlor mhiste na polnti seo leanas a
choinneall in intinn.

Talamh: Dlithlionn Conradh
na Roimhe go mbeidh se de chead ag
saoranach aon Bhall-stat talamh a
cheannach | mBall-Stat eile. Mar sin
bheadh lan-chead ag eachtrean-
naigh talamh na Gaeltachta a
cheannach. Seco an todchal do
reigiuin bhochta mar ata sna
ceantracha Ghaeltachta: . . . cu
airteoireacht, pairceanna nadurtha,
taiscumair uisce~ sanatoiri,
oispideil, agus innaid shlainte chun
cinn' (Community Tople 33 —
“Regional policy in an Integrated
Europe'.)

lascach: Seo an tionscal is mo
seans forbatha sa Ghacltacht. Is
feidir go mbeidh lascairi eachian-
nacha ag lascach suas go gladaigh
na Gaeltachta tar eis 10 bliana, ngus
ind claraithe (registered) mar chinn
gaclacha roimhe

Deontals: No feidir deontals
ar leith Gaeltachta a ioe laistigh den
Chomhargadh. NI aithnitear fadh-
banna spisialta na Gaeltachta (na a
tabhacht) sa  mBruisell. Ni
cheadaionn Conradh na Roimhe do
na Baill-Stait comhluchtal stait a
bheadh ag tairgeadh earrai a bhunu
no a chotnneall, Gaeltarra Eircann?
Arramara Teo?

Gaellge: Ta fhios againn In
Eirinn  go n-eascralonn (onannas
cultulr as aontas polaitivil, chun
diobhala an chultulr lag. Ta sampla
nn Briotaine agus na mlonchultue
elle sa E romhainn,  Bheadh
stadns islithe in ann don Ghaellge de
bharr meadu | stadals teangacha
lasachta san oldenchag Agus gan

seirbhis  pholble,  Bhrufal an

Ghaoluinn agus an Ghaeltacht
amach. Antaon argoint | dtaobh na
Gacilge a usaidtear tri bhreis
teagmhail le cultuir eile, Ach san
aon phiosa taighde ar bonn eolaioch
a deineadh ar seo, nlor thangthas ar
ton bhaint idir treimhsi bheith calte
hae lear ay daoine agus an ba no an
liofacht ata acu sa Ghaeilge.

EIRE SHAOR:

Aontas polaitivil chamh maith
le nontas cuchnamaiocht ata | geeist
sn Chomhacgadh, go fadthearmac

Bhi aontas polaitivil @
canamuil idir an tir seo agus tir elle
ar feadh 120 bliain tar eis Acht na
hAondachta. Ni chun maithease nn
hErireann a chuaigh an reiteach sin

Sa chead chulg = bhliain  de
bhallraoicht Chomhargaidh bhi
laghdu de mbilliun ar lion na

bpostanna san lodail

CEN ROGHA?
Si Eire an custaimeir is fearr
ata ag Eirinn.Dioltar 75 per cent de

dheantus na hEireann anseco
Ceannaionn Eireann nios mo o
Shasana agus o thiortha an
Chemhargaldh na mar a chean-
nafonn  siad  uninne. Is leis an
mairteoll Is mo ata buntaiste ag an

CC duinne, O tharla go bhfuil

ganntanas mairteola orthu
d'fheadfai diol leo leasmuigh na
laistigh

ROGHA:

Is feldir chomhaontu tradala
no comhaoontu tradala le comh-
bhallraiocht a fhail gan ceangal
polaitiuil no cacnamuil nach n-

olceann do stait neamhfhorbartha
mar Eire, Bhi san a tharrac duinn |
1967

Ta salbhreas mor (nar "n-
aibhne agus locha ach ta furmhor an
alrgid ag dul go dil absente lan.
dlords, Naisuniofar na h-uisce soo
Cimid breis agus £1,000 milllun
(nfhelstithe againne thar lear, Ta so
inam na Baine a nalsiuniu agus mar
hhiner ta brois agus 1551 milliun punt
le calllunt onar mianaigh tolsc an
socue amaidench ata doanta againn
Votail “NIL" sura m'belr gan vota
nn guth

D
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Joe McCann died on the streetfs of
Belfast on April 15. He was gunned
down by the Paras, the same troops
that committed the atrocities in
Derry in January. Just as the Derry
Thirteen were unarmed, so too was
Joe McCann.

1t had been known for months that
the British Army had no intention gf
ever arresting Joe. Repeatedly his
family were ftold that the troops
would shoot him on sight. That this
was so was the greatest tribute they
could pay, for it showed the fear they
had of Joe.

That fear was well grounded.
During the internment swoops last
August, Joe McCann, with a small
group of volunteers, took up
positions in Inglis’s bakery in Eliza
Street, in Belfast’s Markets area.
For six hours they held off the
assault being mounted by the Green
Howards and inflicted many
casualties on the invaders,

It was estimated at the time that
the British had some 600 soldiers in
the area and yet, McCann’s small
corp of volunteers was able to keep
them out of the area. This action
enabled the people to erect
barricades and gave wanted men in
the area the chance to elude the
SWOOPS.

It was during the Battle of Belfast
that the now world famous picture of
Joe McCann, crouching below the
Starry Plough with an M1 carhine in
his hand, was taken. This picture,
far more than words, epitomised the
courage of the man.

Volunteers who fought with Joe
McCann all agreed that he never
asked them to do anything that he
would not do himself. He was a born
leader and a fine example to all who
knew him.

Yet to think of Joe merely as a
soldier would be wrong. As Cathal
Goulding said in his graveside
oration, Joe McCann knew that the
answer to Ireland’s problems lay in
the implementation of socialist

JOE
C
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ideals. He knew that action in the
streets, the factories and the homes
of the working class people was the
best educator of the people.

As a member of his local
Republican Club, Joe McCann was
foremost in pressing for political
action. He followed the example of
James Connolly, whose writings he
had read widely, and made the
social problems of the people of
Belfast his problems.

Joe McCann was a quiet man, who
loved his home and the people of the
Turf Lodge area where he lived.
Whenever he was in Dublin, it was
obvious that Joe was longing to get
back to the people he knew best and
the city he loved, Belfast. It was
there that his work was to be done.

Joe McCann was murdered while
he was doing that work. He was
unarmed and on his way fo meet
political activists in the Markefs.
Several times during the last few
weeks, Joe McCann had come within
a hair’s breadth of being caught by
the troops. He knew that were he to
be captured, he would never see the
inside of a barracks. The British had
made that clear. He knew that his
best chance was to avoid capture.

It was while he was attempting to
escape from an ambush that he was
murdered. Eye witnebses said that
the Paras first shot him in the leg
and after he fell fired as many as ten
rounds of live amunition at him. One
account given claimed that a Para
fired four shots info his stomach.

They had no intention of taking
him alive. v

Joe McCann was laid to rest in
Milltown cemetery alongside his two
comrades Rose Curry and Gerald
O’Hare on April 18. The funeral
cortege was one of the most im-
pressive seen in Belfast. Over 2,000
volunteers marched behind the
hearse and the route was lined with
a crowd numbering over 20,000.
Over 200 women carrying wreaths
from all over the 32 Counties also
walked in the procession.

Retaliation was swift and sharp

Following the murder of Joe McCann by the
Paras, the IRA retfaliated throughout the North.
Three British soldlers, two in Derry and one in
Belfast, were kllled as units responded to the
tragic news of the murder. In Belfast, barricades
were erected in Andersonstown, Ballymurphy,
the Falls and Turf Lodge.

Attacks were carried out against British
army posts at the Henry Taggart Memorial Hall
in Ballymurphy and the Falls bus depot where
British troops are billeted. Marksmen in the
Divis Flats killed a British soldier following a
day of attacks on the Hastings Street
R.U.C./ Army station.

In Turf Lodge, units of the IRA took over a
land rover and manned a mobile patrol of the
area. In some areas, British troops attempted to
remove the barricades but had only temporary
success as people immediately rebuilt them.

The shooting of two British soldiers in Derry
«came within hours of the news of Joe McCann’s
death. Two soldiers, Corporal Gerald Bristow of
the Worcestershire Fusillers and Pte. Martin
Robinson of the Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters, were shot dead by units of the IRA.
Two other soldiers were seriously wounded.

Responsibllity for these actions was accepted
by the Official IRA In a statement which sald
that they had been carried out as a reprisal for
the murder in Belfast.

In Belfast itself the atmosphere was tense as
IRA units went Into action to avenge the death of
thelr comrade in arms. Army posts and patrols
were fired on all over the city. Actlons took place
at Oldpark, at the Henry Taggart Memorial Hall,
Ballymurphy, Stockman’s Lane, Glen Road,
Crumlin Road, Flax Street, Hastings Street and
Andersonstown.

Heavy fighting broke out in the Divis Flats
area and during this battle, 2nd Lieut. Nicholas
Hull of the Anglian Regiment was shot dead.
Another officer was removed to hospital after
being hit in the stomach. His condition Is
reported to be critical. The intensity of the firing
around the flats was so great that British troops
were pinned down for several hours.

At least two other soldiers were wounded in
incidents around Belfast, one in the Springfield
Road area and one at North Howard Street.

IRA units were also active in Newry and
Strabane. In Newry two soldiers were hit when
the IRA attacked a mobile patrol, while in
Strabane enemy troops came under fire.

On the day of Joe McCann’s funeral, the
British Army mounted a big security check
around the Andersonstown/ Falls area. All roads
Info the area were blocked and cars entering
were searched ‘and their occupants questioned.
However, troops kept well away from the Turf
Lodge area, apart from a helicopter hovering
several hundred feet above the area.

At the Andersonstown army post opposite
Millfown cemetery, observation posts were
packed with troops. Their purpose was to
photograph people entering the cemetery but
this was hindered by women shielding the
mourners with umbrellas and coats,

Despite the security checks, many leading
Republicans were able fo freely enter the area.
The most nofable of these was Cathal Goulding,
who"had come from Dublin to give the funeral
oration.

McCANN FILE FOR PROSECUTOR

Following the murder of Joe McCann there
were many calls for the soldiers responsible to

be prosecuted. On April 26, it was reported that
the file concerning the shooting had been sent to
the Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr. Barry
Shaw, by the Chief Constable of the R.U.C., Mr.
Graham Shillington.

Under the Yellow Card instructions issued to
soldiers, it Is evident that these instructions were
Ignor.ed by the troops involved, the Paras, just as
they ignored them in Derry on Bloody Sunday. If
a prosecution is brought, it will be the first since
November 1970 when a soldier was charged after
three people were injured on the Crumlin Road.

However, the move is seen In Dublin as an
attempt tq shift responsibility away from the
real culprits, the authorities who have sanc-
tioned the indiscriminate shooting of unarmed
civilians. It is known that the R.U.C. Special
Branch, in particular, were anxious that Joe
McCann should be shot on sight, whether or not
he was armed. They had full backing from the
‘clvil authorities’.

McCann Family Fund

Donations may be sent c/o 30 Pl G
Dublin 1. Commemorative poste ot el
provided. Proceeds to fund.p A
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The following oration at the
graveside of Valunteer Joe McCann
was delivered by Cathal Goulding,
Chief of Staff of the I.R.A., at
Milltown Cemetery, Belfast.

We come here today to pay tribute
fo a soldier of the Irish Republican
Army who was murdered by the
forces of the Crown. To a man who
was shot like a dog by the agents of
imperialism, by the agents of the
Orange {unta, with the murderous

assistance of the political police
force of imperialism and
Orangeism, by the farces of

repression and sectarianism, by the
forces of evil. It is, in itself, a tribute
to an officer of the Irish Republican
Army that his death should have
been caused by this combination of
corruption and might. That it should
have been thought necessary to
shoot down, unarmed, in the streets
of the city he loved and which
honoured him as a man, a volunteer
of the |.R.A. who might have been
branded a terrorist but who was
feared because he had in him the

BIG JOE

(Air: *“Joe HAII™)
Words by D. Fltzgerald.
© 1972, B.R. Musie

1
1 dreamed 1 sawBig Joe last night,
Alive as you and me,
Says 1. “But, Joe, you're loag since dead",
“I've never died", says he.

n
They shot you in the Markets, Joe,
The Branch they took a hand;
The dirty cowards gave yoa no chance,
Says Joe, “Bat I'm not dead”,
Says Joe. “But I'm not dead”

11

“Takes more than guns to kill a man',
Says Joe, 1 didn't die,
Savs Joe, “1 didn't die".

1w
And standing there as big as life,
And smiling his own smile.
Joe says, “"What they forgot to kill
Goes on o erganise, »
Goes on to organise’’

v
“McCann's not dead™, he says to me,
“McCann's still o the go.

Where Irishmen claim what's their own,
BIg Joe Is at their side.

Big Joe Is al their side".

Vi
From Creggan leights (o Lower Falls,
From Turf Lodge to Ardoyne,
Where workers fight and organise,
Says be, "“You'll find McCann'",
Says he, “*You'll find McCann'"

vir
“Ti) Britain’s Empire's dead and gone,
And workers own this land,
We'll fight for Irish liberty,
Big Joe will lend a hand.
Big Joe will lend a hand.

v
1 dreamed 1 saw Big Joe last night.

Alive as you and me,

Says I, “But. Joe, you're long since dead",
“U'm stil ai
“T'm still ally

DEATH OF A REVOLUTIONARY

He eame from o lown called Belfast,
And he was a working man,

Ile fought for the common peopfe,
And his name was Joe McCann.

A city lies In mourning,

For & brave son it has lost,
Mordered by a shameless gang,
Bat they will pay the cost

They couldn't break his spirit.
So anarmed they shot him down,
But although he has gone from us,
Mis defiunt volce still sounds.

“Better 1o die on your feel than live on your
Knees”,

1 often heard him say,

And his words will long be with us,

Though he lies beneath the clay.

Determined and undauntless,

He worked both night and day.
To break the ehains that bind us,
And Jead us on the way.

A disclple of James Conuolly,

A comrade rue und grand,

A delender of the warking-class,
Hemember Joe MeCunn,

A BELVAST REPUBLICAN,

GRAVESIDE

ORATION

BY CATHAL GOULDING

essence of revolutionary spirit and
determination.

We come to pay tribute to Joe
McCann, to the man, the soldier, the
political activist, the revolutionary,
to the Irish Republican Socialist who
personified the struggle of the
people for full political and civil
rights in the occupied six counties of
our land. We are here because we
loved him, because we honoured his
idealism, because we shared his
vision of a country of a people, free
from the vicious shackles of Orange
capitalism, free from the corrosive
influence of imperialism, free from
the repression that has been aimed
and ever will be aimed at the
working-class people of this country,
North ‘and South, Catholic and
Protestant — at the working people
whose defence was Joe McCann’s
duty and his pride.

But in remembering him, let there
be NO doubt that in days to come the
courage, the determination and the
political vision of Joe McCann will

be remembered by generatjons of

Irishmen with gratitude and pride
and let us keep in our minds the
tradition that he so proudly bore. Let
us recognise that it was human and
humane, let us recognise that it was
revolutionary and sympathetic, let
us recognise that it was integrally a
part of the people’s struggle without
pause for consideration of religious
difference or political sectarianism.

Joe McCann, lying on the blood-
stained ground of this embattled
city, made a sacrifice for the people.
Let no-one be mistaken that this
sacrifice was in vain. Let no-one be
mistaken about the reasons why it
was made. Let none who come here
and none who listen with the ears of
Glengall Street or Westminster or
Dublin Castle be in any doubt about
the existence of a force which is
aimed at their masters’ destruction,
by force of the people’s arms, by will
of the people’s conviction, by the
overwhelming need of the people to
be free of all and every source of
domination and of all and every
agent of the imperial demand. Let
no-one doubt that the ultimate
retribution for the death of Joe
McCann will be achieved.

People of Belfast, who have lost a
son, a brother, a defender, let me
remind you of the tribute his
comrades have paid to Joe McCann.
Let it be your guide and conscience
and your motivation. For it was the
tribute paid to Volunteer McCann by
the people of the place he defended
in August, 1971, the tribute of
emulation. The County Antrim
executive of the Republican Clubs
sald of him: ““Conscious of the fact
that the true liberation of the
working classes could only be
achieved in the establishment of a
soclalist republic, Joe had worked
constantly to build the revolutionary
soclalist movement. Much of his
time was spent in studying the
problems of his area, in educating
the members of the movement in his
area to the Ideals of true
republicanism and in working at
ground level to change the system
which oppresses fhe ordinary
people. He drew his political
philosophy from the writings of
James Connolly, a man on whose

work and ideals he attempted to
base his life. It Is a measure of the
man’s greatness that the same
authorities who brutally murdered
James Connolly meted out the same
treatment to Joe McCann for
carrying on the same tradition.

Joe McCann would never have
been satisfied with any type of
32 County gombeen republic. The
knew that the answer to Ireland’s
problems lay in the implementation
of soclalist ideals. It was to this end
that he worked and it was for this
reason that he died. His death will
not be in vain if we continue to carry
on his work, if we continue to bulld
the revolutionary movement, if we
continue to organise, educate and
aglitate until we achieve our final
goal, the liberation of Ireland’s
people and the establishment of a 32-
county socialist republic.

People of Belfast, there is little
need for me to say more to you. You
knew the strength, the humanity and

. the conviction that belonged to Joe

McCann. You knew the stress he laid
on studying the needs of the area In
which he worked, you knew in the
bitter month of August, 1971 his
courage Iin that area’s defence, you
knew the vision of the streets, the
city and the state that he held within
his heart and expressed in action as
much as in words. And Joe McCann
wove words in action with greater
power than any dreaming
pedagogue with pen and microphone
at his command.

Learn this lesson, and learn it
well, because Joe McCann was Its

SEACHT
master, that action on the sireets
and in the factories and in the homes
of the working people is the best
education that a people can have.
The lesson of the barricades, the
lesson of Inglis‘s Bakery, the lesson
of a community thrown upon Its own
resources, this is the lesson of
revolution.

Remember now, as you stand
around his grave, that Joe McCann
was not once but doubly, and trebly
murdered by the forces of the
Crown. Once, by the act of shooting
him down. Once, by the act of
making him and his working people
potential slaves to domination. And
once by the strange, impersonal
demands that are the military
corollary of their territorial im-
perative. Pearse quoted a French
writer saying of the English that
they never commit a useless crime.
When they hire a man to assassinate
an lrish patriot, when they blow a
sepoy from the mouth of a cannon,
when they produce a famine in one
of their own dependencies, they have
always had an ulterior motive. They
don’t do it for entertainment.

By shooting Joe McCann, their
Whitelaws and their Heaths and
their Tuzos have shown the colour of
their so-called peace initiatives.
They have re-declared war on the
people. They have spelt out agaln
the rules under which that war will
be fought. Our answer to them Is to
fight them on our terms, not on
theirs. We will retaliate against the
formulators of that policy. We have
gliven notice, by action that no words
can now efface, that those who are
responsible for the terrorism that is
Britain‘s age-old reaction to Irish
demands will be the victims of that
terrorism, paying richly in their own
red blood for their crimes and the
crimes of their Imperial masters.
“"Joe McCann goes to his grave, not
in defeat but In triumph. Not
defeated, but at the moment of
victory. A man of courage, of in-
tegrity and of vision. Essentially, an
Irish Republican and a Socialist. A
man. At his graveside, we say to
those who murdered him: you have
the weapons and the strength, but
with men like Joe McCann fo carry
on the struggle of the Irish people,
the Irish Republican Army, in the
words of Fintan Lalor, will task that
strength and break the heart of
empire.

Signed: J. J. McGarritty.
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO IRELAND

This month sees the Referendum and the
decision of the people of the 26 Counties on the
Government’s proposals for entry. The pros and
cons of the case for and against entry into the
Common Market have been widely publicised for
many months, though the anti-market side have
not been given the same coverage on radio and
television as the pro marketeers.

The issues in the Referendum are clear. On
one hand, the government is asking the people to
give up independence and sovereignty and allow
the Commission in Brussels to decide our future.
On the other hand, the anti marketeers are
asking the people to refain control over decision
making, to take control of the means of
distribution and production and to broaden our
trading horizons beyond Britain and Western
Europe.

The decision is between freedom and slavery,
justice and Injustice. Sinn Fein, which has
spearheaded the campaign against entry into the
Common Market, has given good reasons why
the people should reject the EEC.

These reasons are simple. Basically there are
1.2 good reasons for voting No to the govern-
rment.

No to low wages: The Common Market bosses
will level down wages. French transport
workers, for example, get £16.50 for a 40 hour
week. Irish transport workers get £19.40.

No to higher prices: Food prices will add £3.50
o every housewife’s bill each week.

No to redundancy: Free trade means no
protection for traditional Irish industries. Most,
like the textile, footwear and food processing
trades, will go to the wall. So will the workers
and their familles.

No to emigration: Unemployed workers will
have to migrate, as will the mass of other
workers when their factories close. Britain has a
million unemployed and will have no jobs for our
emigrants. Irish men and women will be driven
fo provide cheap labour on the continent and live
in the shanty towns of Europe.

These then are the basic objections to voting
for entry into the Common Market. Even some
pro EEC speakers admit that Irish Industry has
no future in the EEC. This was stated on the
recent Late Late Show fribunal.

How will the EEC affect your area?

Munster.

Already Cork city has one of the highest
unemployment rates in the 26 Counties. The EEC
will Increase the number of |obless. Ship-
building, a key employer of labour in the Cork
ares, will be severely hif and Dutch owners of
Verolme dockyards are likely fo invest thelr
money back in Holland rather than keeping it in
Cork.

Shannon has been feeling the effects of free
trade during the last few months, with many

factories closing. Limerick, Clare and North
Tipperary depend upon Shannon for em-
ployment. Inside the EEC, the grants and sub-
sidies given to employers will disappear. This
will mean the closure of the Shannon Estate and
mass migration from these areas.

The lush farmlands of Tipperary will be
subject to land speculation by foreign meat
companies, anxious to take the profits promised
to Irish cattle men. Once the small farmers are
cleared from the land, take overs will be made
easier and nothing T. J. Maher or Allan Dukes
can say will prevent Germans and Frenchmen
becoming the owners of Tipperary farms.

The fishermen along the Waterford coast will
be put out of busiress again by foreign take over

of the industry. The right of free establishment’

will enable them to do this. Waterford’s coastal
waters will be stripped of its valuable shoals and
unemployment will grow accordingly. Nothing
Dr. Hillery has said will stop this.

Kerry will also suffer from the effects of
foreign interference in our economy. The show
factory in Killarney will disappear, the new
factories around Tralee will remain empty and
the people will be forced to migrate.

Connaught.

Emigration from Connaught has always been
high due to underdevelopment by the Dublin
government. The people of the west cannot
expect to fare any better from the foreigners in
Brussels. Thesmall farmers of the west are a top
priority for eviction from the land. Mansholt
says only two per cent of Irish holdings are
viable. This means that 98 per cent are not. Over
80 per cent of western small farmers will be
cleared from the land.

The fishing industry along the west coast will
be seriously affected by EEC membership. The
shell fish industry, which could contribute at
least ¥5m per year to the country, will be
decimated by foreign fleets and those inshore
fishermen along the Galway and Mayo coasts
will be obliged to leave the industry. Since there
will be no alternative employment, they will
have to emigrate. There has been too much
emigration from the West without adding fo if.

Leinster.

Being more industrialised than any other
province, Leinster will be seriously affected by
foreign competition. Just as free trade with
Britain wiped out the jobs of 18,000 Irish workers,
so free trade with Europe will wipe out the jobs
of many thousands more. Towns like Dundalk,
Carrickmacross and Monaghan where the
footwear industry Is based, will become ghost
towns. 9

Wexford fown In the south will see the Unigate
factory closing off sections of its production and
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the gradual phasing out of the plant altogether.
Already there are 1,000 unemployed in Wexford
town. Free trade will add many more.

The rich farm areas of Kilkenny, Meath and
Louth will be affected by the huge increase in
rates. According to the IFA‘s own figures, rates
will increase by 78 per cent. Fertiliser costs will
go up by 34 per cent and thus, the 50 per cent rise
in beef prices will be more than cancelled out.

Dublin will see many of the foreign owned
factories closing down. The car assembly in-
dustry will not survive and 14,000 workers will
lose their jobs.

Ulster.

Most of Ulster is disenfranchised, i.e., they will
not get a vote in the Referendum. The remaining
three counties, already depressed areas, will be
further depressed. Donegal fishermen will find
their coastal waters crammed with foreign boats
and even before 1982, the beds will be empty of
commercially viable shoals.

Monaghan farmers are already feeling the
pinch as a result of the closure of the Newbliss
Farm Preserves operation.

Sinn Fein proposes five good alternatives to
the Common Market. We can:

Stay out along with Finland, Iceland, Austria
and Sweden. These countries won't disappear.
Neither will we.

Take back the wealth of Ireland and use it to
build up our own industry. Why should 5 per cent
own 71 per cent of the wealth we create by our
daily work? The mining industry is worth £850
million to us if we control and own it. This money
can be put to work for us and not for the
foreigners. If we join the EEC, we will not be
able to nationalise the mines.

Reach out to all the other countries and
peoples of the world. East Germany, Russia,
Poland, Roumania, Japan, China, the United
States, and many more will trade with us. Even
the EEC will give us a trade agreement. They
offered us such an agreement in 1967.

Build up the economy through protecting
existing industry and promoting new ones
through public works. New schools, new houses,
new hospitals, new factories will create
thousands of jobs along with the mines and
mqnulacluring wealth now in the hands of a few.
This will secure employment and safeguard the
future.

Take over our own country. Take over Ir
from the centre to the sea and make it a gll:?:g
where people are placed before profit. We will
not be able to to do this Inside the Common
Market for we will not have the power to do so.
- Our future as a nation lies outside the Common
Market, All decisions affecting our lives should
be made by Irishmen and not by foreigners.

P
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Since the Treaty of Rome which
established the Common Market
was signed fifteen years ago,
Eurdpean statesmen (some of
whom describe themselves as
socialists) have always
proclaimed that institution as a
chance for the citizens of the
European states to allow the
fensions which had been the cause
of the two imperialist wars of the
Z0th century to be peacefully
reduced.

The new capitalism of Europe
of the Fifties wanted it to appear
that the spectre of war had been
banished, in order to begin its new
strategy. For such was the very
objective of the Common Market:
let the European trusts reach the
size of worldwide monopolies.

Improving techniques of
production and the constant
search for higher productivity
(that is, higher rates of profit)
result in overproduction by in
dustrial and agricultural en
ferprises and consequently the
need to develop new markets. The
capacity of a national market is
limited, however, and it was,
therefore, a necessary reflex of
the European financial oligar
chies, wounded by two world wars
to rely on the capitalist states of
Western Europe and seek to erect
cusfoms barriers in order to build
up an economic state sufficiently
strong to combat on equal terms
those groups (particularly
American) which dominate the
world today

The fundamental rule of this
game forced by the new European
capitalism is free competition or
laissez faire (capitalism’s star-
ting point), the result of which is
clearly to accelerate the con-
centration of industrial and
agricultural production in the
hands of a few, to eliminate small
producers (such as small farmers
and shopkeepers) and fo bring '
about continuval emigration from
areas on the fringe of the great
centres of production as a means
of keeping wages low in those
centres

The consequence was the
development of areas already
rich and the death of the poorer
regions on the periphery. In effect
the EEC was a Europe where'
industrialisation was and is
concentrated on the Rhine-Rhone
axis which fulfils the political
needs of the big European
monopolies.

Brittany, a peripheral region
colonised even beforehand in the
setting of the French state, was
poorly prepared to resist the
atfacks of European imperialism,
which found in countries like that
a reserve of manpower which it
needed. All important decisions
concerning Brittany are taken at
Paris and Brussels by the
bureaucrats of a capitalist state
by people who are strangers fo
Brittany and her problems.

Firstly, Breton agriculture
suffered the disastrous effects of
the Mansholt Plan, an example
which should be borne in mind by
all Irish farmers. The Common
Market has for a long time been
an illusion held by the public
avthorities: but the Brefon far
mers realise more and more that
it is a market of fools which goes
against their fundamental in-
ferests as more and more are
forced off the land and into
emigration to Paris, Lorraine and
the Ruhr,

The capitalist Common Market
means essentially profit for a few,
a minority of big ranchers, while
the others get economic extinction
accompanied by social measures
o appease the blow. Mansholt is
now planning to wipe out even
these few crumbs from the rich
man‘'s fable, The common
agricultural policy Is essentially
for the producers of wheat and

% .

WHAT

HAPPENED
T0
BRITTANY?

sugar beet in the Paris basin. The
table of prices set up by the
decrees of Brussels shows this
clearly: high prices for some, but
lack of organisation of markets
and stagnant prices for others.
This is the reason why Irish sugar
beet producers had to accept a
reduced quota after Hillery’s
“‘negotiations’’. The grants in aid
which have been voted for the
maintenance of markets are also
evidence of this same deep in-
justice, of which the small
producers are the victims.

Thus, in an average year granfs
in aid for cereals and sugar beet
represented 30 or 33 per cent of
the value of those products, but
less than 1 per cent of their value
for meat products which are the
mainstay of Breton farmers. The
Irish government itself has ac-
cepted in its own ‘White Paper’
that there is no future for Irish
farmers in cereal or sugar beet
production. The reason is the one
the Bretons have discovered: the
markets are geared for the big
centres of production like the
Paris basin and the Ruhr valley.

The super profits made by the
large ranchers and farming
businesses allowed them lo get an
increasing monopoly over
essential agricultural production
in Frence, for example, and at the
same time to eliminate the old
agricullural regions like Brittany,

The Common Market system of
agriculture offers two
dlametrically opposed cholces:

—for some, it offers sub

stantial profits and the chance to
form highly capitalised
agriculture in the richest and best
placed areas

—for others, the vast
majority, it imposes on them a
policy for the liquidation and
elimination of marginal
producers (like Irish or Breton
small farmers) who are judged
‘non-viable’ and unable to
produce efficiently according to
Mansholt’s definitions; it is a
policy of increasing liquidation, a
slow agony, accompanied by
social gestures designed to
prevent revolts and about which
there is much argument while

they are insufficient for the poor,

regions,

Of course, the stripping of
Brittany has already begun in the
industrial as well as the
agricultural sphere. Several
examples illustrate this sad fact.
Five years ago the Forges
d’Hennebont, Brittany‘s only
smelting factory and employing
more than 2,000 workers, was
closed under pressure from the
sleel trusts and with the com-
plicity of the French government,
Others like the Lu-Brun company
at Nantes were closed after being
bought out by a Dutch firm,

More striking still is the case of
the fish and vegetable processing
plants: from 1954 to 1962 50 fac.
lories have been closed. From
1963 to 19/0 another 41 have
disappeared. And this process is
continuing.

As for fishing, the lot of Breton

1
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fishermen is no better. The
opening of frontiers has already
caused several crises: an Im
portant part of the Tishing fleet is
no longer seaworthy and will
cerfainly not be replaced. Even
tunny-fishing, a Breton speciality
in the Common Market, Is
threatened by Imports from
Japan and Arabia at prices of 50
per cent of those practical for
Breton fishermen,

Brittany Is a land of
emigration: that is the immediate
consequence of what we have just
described, but it is often difficult
to translate into statistics because
it Is usually the young who arrive
on the employment market and
find no work. On this basis it has
been calcwlated that 80,000 new
industrial jobs must be created in
Brittany by 1985. Exactly what
the 1DA has said about Ireland.
No colonial power, strangled with
rules like those of the Common
Market, will ever'make sufficient
effort to create that number — in
Brittany or Ireland. Emigration
which has already cost Brittany
1,700,000 people, has established a
rhythm of 20,000 a year and has
taken on the appearance of a
mass deportation: a veritable
diaspora

Landless farmers, emigrant
workers, fishermen without
boats, all take the road of exile, If
not to the Paris region or Canada,
then Germany opens up its arms
to them (!) and all that is left for
them is to seek work in the Rhur,
for even now the German trusts
are recruiting manpower in
Brittany.

What is left for this Brittany

condemned by the Common
Market? The answer of the
French capitalist state is simple:
—militarisation which has slowly
transformed Brittany into a vast
military camp and an automatic
reserve for the French nuclear
strategic force.
— tourism, particularly luxury
tourism, which is making Brit-
tany a sort of ‘Indian reserve’
where costumed Bretons will beg
for their living with the approval
of the Breton national
bourgeoisie, the hoteliers, ac-
complices of the colonial power.
— what are called pirate factories
which have been set up in Brit-
tany because they can find there a
cheaper and more docile work
force.

The colonial power has already
answered those who wish to resist
with repression: the licensing of
trade unionists, lock-outs, police
repression, imprisonment of
farmer activists have completed
and furthered the dismantlement
of Brittany.

The French colonial state has
assisted European Imperialism
which finds, In countries like
Brittany and Ireland an answer to
the defeats they have suffered
throughout the world in their old
colonies.

Amidst all the fine talk which
has emanated from those who are
proposing that Ireland should also
sacrifice its identity and
sovereignty inside the Common
Market, the fate of Brittany Is a
good warning of what would
happen to us. The nature of our
exploitation — the Bretons by
French imperialism, the Irish by
British imperialism, — is the
same and the problems of our
small producers, farmers,
fishermen and small ' businesses
are similar, Far indeed from the
EEC solving any of our problems
of poverty or emigration,
unemployment or foreign control
of aur resources, entry Into this
robber assoclation would make
things far, far worse and greatly
Increase the difficulties of
breaking free from the
stranglehold of dependence.
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Ircland 1> not unique i its
nced for socialism  and
socialism is the only means of
solving Ircland’s difficulties
But Ircland is unique, as
almost every other country is
unique, in its  history, its
development and its potential

Ircland. at the ecdge of
Europe, is also on the
periphery of one of Europe's
major cconomic centres. the
south-cast of England. It is
also ensnared in the aftermath
uf colonialism, a neo-colonial
country with the appearance
— but only the appearance —
of independence.

To say that we are at the
periphery of a  major
cconomic cenlre is to imply
certain things. In times of
relative prosperity, for that
centre. we arc on the surface
fairly well off. We enjoy a
spurious prosperity which
Rives us cxpectations beyond
our real economice value,

When the English south-east
is In a period of boom, we can
build bigger houses, buy
better cars, use the consumer
durable products that are the
signals of prosperity. We are
encouraged to take these
luxurics to ourselves, because
the financial manipulators
fain from our enjoyment.

£

But when world trade,
which mcans the demands —
the mandatory demands — of
the manipulators, determines
that there should be a con-
traction of capital, a reduction
of spending. a cut-back in
investment, we are the first to
suffer. We suffer first simply
because of our position at the
periphery of the economic
arca to which we belong and
hecause there is little that we
can do, through democratic
instruments such as
Parliament, trade unions and
other pressure groups, to take

action against the
manipulators.
So. our expectations have

been encouraged, indeed
developed, but our ability to
pay has diminished or
disappearcd. Because when
contraction is necessary, the
first thing to suffer is labour.
Put people out of work and the
capitalist saves money, up to a
point. It is a regulator,
cconomically speaking, which

‘must be used as a check to

avoid international
bankruptey: but it is directed
at Jabour and at the weaker
sections of the employer class
and it takes no cognizance of
human nceds. Money and
property are more important
than children.

£

The cushioning of Irish
industry against the worst
excesses of international
capitalism was once achieved
by de Valera’'s populist
hilosophics, at lcast to a
imited degree. Populism,
which is what de Valera
propagated rather than
republicanism, is a philosophy.
that required the existence of
demonic leadership and the
development of small rather

LEGAL
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of the unemployed was
Raining strength, trade union
militancy was intensifying at
a rate which had not affected
Ircland since the 30s. (Note
the parallels between this
period and the present, when
Lynch may be cxpected to try

an  cqually unrealistic and
backward move.)
What Lemass may have

foreseen, and ignored, or may
not have foreseen at all, was
the cumulative effect of
capital’s demands once it had
been given full rights in a free-
for-all. What he almost cer-
tainly saw was the destruction
of Fianna Fail, the populist
party, as a result of the con-
version, which was essential,
from the populist/republican
movement it was to the
modern conservative party
necessary in the context of
madern capitalism. Lemass
the difficulties that
would face Lynch, or whoever
succeeded him. but Lemass
appavently did not care, or
had no alternative.

The i within FF

than large units of producti
de Valera's notion of the
parish ideal is a very clear
example of this. Populism
means probectionism, the
mechanics of which were
developed by Lemass while he
was de Valera's Minister for
Industry and Commerce.
When Lemass became

therefore, inevitable; it
the direct and immediate

Wi

was
result of accommodating
international  capitalism.

Contradictions in all Irish
partics — they all follow the
populist model — were bound
to lead to the same kind of
explosion. (The Republican

Taoi h, h r, he and
his adyvisers realised the
limitations of populism, the
need for international capital
1o increase the capacity of
Irish capital and the
vulnerability of this country to
outside influences, Lemass's
solution was illogical bul
pragmatic and pragmatic
hecause he needed immediate
results.  Hence the tax
holidays, cxpensive rebate
schemes, the creation ond
subxidising of jobs that were
cconomically insecure
(Shannon industrinl arca)
Lemass’s  solution  was
decided upon at a time of high
unemployment, severe social
deprivation and consequent
political unrost, The 50s
campugn had heen going on
for (In: ¢ years, the movemenl

y

wans the first to
recognise this possibility, with
revaluation of the early

Lynch and his
¢olleagues have to face the
fact that it is not governments
which control or order
capltalism but capitalism
which controls and orders
governments. The wrmoil in
the six counties has been an
agent rather than a cause of
the social iliness that has
cconomic rools. It owed its
influence to the sccond fact
noted ot the beginning —
Ireland is o neo-colonial
country, in which it Is only too
vasy for people to mistake the
cnemy. The northorn struggle
stimuluted the divisions south
ol the Bordor, it did not cause
them. Their eoxistence 15 als

KING
CAPITALISM

tributabla only to the inherent
contradictions in the political
partics and in the society it-
self.

This means
centration on  changing
Ircland from a neo-colonial
country to a politically in-
dependent onc is a diversion, a
avaste of effort, unless the
change is accompanied by
radical social and economic
changes. The so-called in-
dependence  movement has
simply cnabled the Free State
Governments to change the

that con-

symbols of political
domination. Some of those
who took part in the

movement did aim at social
and cconomic change, but
they were submerged or
defeated in the Civil War and
its aftermath. de Valera's
stence that Labour must
wait — and Labour's craven
accoptance of that — is the
best example of the sub-
mersion and defeat which
were to lead to a highly ar-
tificial division in Irish
politics, on the issue of ‘the
Treaty’. The real division,
labour versus capital, was set
aside and its consignment to
the background was further
aided by de Valera's
populism. (Populism always
sccks 1o minimise lension
hetweeon labour and capital
hecause

its proponents arc
¢ of

sharedihe view that injections
of foreign capital were needed
to keep their ¢ ies going.

ment and their proteges know
. that the day is past when

bath were anxious to create
the conditions in which in-
vestment  would be en-
couraged and allowed to
recoup maximum profit,
because this was the only way
to achieve their economic

ambitions.

But changes of the kind upon
which Lemass and  O'Neill
embarked could not be limited
o economic effect, Inevitably,
there were social and political
repercussions.  Inevitably,
during a period of change and
with a growing reliance on
industry rather than on
agriculture, the class-
consciousness of the workers
was raised. The Republican
Movement, again, was the
first political organisation to
react to the changes. In ten
years, the political outlook of
the movement has undergone
a caveful, cogent and historic
process of development.
There have been those who
misunderstood or wilfully
misinterpreted the pro ess.
who have put it down to ex-
terpal or alien influences, The
de of the

afraid of the q
this tension — the develop-
ment of a socialist movement
and the cventual triumph of

socialism.)

We have sald that partition
was important to the
development  of capitalism,
North and South of the Border,
up lo u point. That point was
yeached when capitalism —
not the governments Sfin
Dublin, Belfast and Londord —
demanded the existence of
bigger cconomic units, and
stable communities in which
(hey could function unim-
peded. The manifestation of
this turning-point was the
meeting, In 1965, of Sean
Lemass and Terence O'Neill
Both men had reacted more
favourably to capital than to
the demands of their sup-
|m|%cl'h Lemnss and O'Neill

)

* has. on the contrary, been a

clear, accurate and controlled
response to the political needs
of the time based on [full
consciousness of the socialist
republican tradition of Tone,
Connolly and Mellows.

At Bodenstown on June
23rd, 1968, this response was
made oxplicit: “The
Republican Army, North and
South. must become the Army
of the People, in fact as woll as
in name. It must be the
vanguard of all militant and
vadical revolutionary groups
in this country and as this
yunguard be ready to move in
defence of those struggling for
their rights,

“Tt must be ready to defend
a revolution in the making. to
defend the people who are
agitating for their rights in
housing to defend meetings of
our own and our allies from
being attacked by the thugs of
the parties of vested interest,
It mus! let the establish-

the h ss, the worker or
the landless struggling for
their vights will be left un-
protected.

“No longer will the Army of
the Irish Revolution stand idly
by while the vultures pick

clean the flesh of the Cois
Muintir."

The vultures can be iden-
tified. They are the

capitalists, welcomed by
Lemass and O'Neill, protected
by Lynch and Faulkner,
served by gombeenmen and
grabbers, all acting in the
ts of a few who are
curately represented
by Heath and Nixon, Rank and
E.1, the Irish Permanent
Building and the Green
Property Company. As the
landlords had their agents in
Ircland during the centuries of
direct domination and
ownership,  so  the in-
ternational capitalists now
have their agents — Lynch
and  Faulkner and  the
hirclings who pretend to
nationality but belong to

greed.

Soclalism alone can meet
the demands of the people for
ownership, democracy and
opportunity. Five per cent of
the people own over 70 per
cent of the property in the

Fwenty-six Counties. The
division of wealth is little
more cquitable in the Six
Counties. (These are the
figures of a highly con-
servative  statistician.)
Capitalism claims  that

ownership is its essence. It is
not. Ownership by a few of the
great bulk of property is the
essence of capitalism. And
capitalism is both self-
perpetuating and Increasingly
demanding. Tt enters overy
arca of life: housing, con-
sumer fnn(ls. so-called

ics. If [t cannot got cash,
‘easy payments’
system thus cnslaving the
consumer  while ensuring a
sUIhigher profit by providing
the ‘loans’ for purchases and
creating now  demands  for
additioni) goods. The vultures
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arc the unscrupulous
manufacturing profitcers, the
foan sharks in the finance
companies, the banks who
manage the moncy for both
They destroy any possibility of
\he workers cver achieving
{he owncrship which those
who proclaim capitalism say
it offers

The Republican Movement,
consistent  with Socialist
Republican ideals, demands
Ihe extension of ewnership to
the people of Ircland This is lg
he achieved by workers
control of industry, by State
control of finance and credit,
by community ownership of
housing, by climinating the

vultures

Democracy is  directly
linked to ownership. It is not
sufficient to have the ap-
pearance of representation in
institutions which are no
longer capable of reflecting
the wishes of the mass of the
people with any accuracy,
efficiency or cffect, If a
parliament s unable or un-
willing to control the vultures,
the vultures will control and
consume it. A parliament can
only resist the vultures if it
has the confidence and sup-
port of the people. And con-
fidence and support depend on
the people's knowing what is
being done in their names and

knowing that they can in-
fluence it with as little in-
terference as possible

Neither Leinster House nor
Stormont is capable of
veflecting the views of the
masses. because of their
structures, remoteness  and
composition

The Republican Movement
demands the ostablishment of
democracy by the develop-
moent of workers' councils at
local level, based in the
community and not imposed
upon it with an upward force
guiding the decisions of a
people’s assembly which will
truly represent and reflect the
inte and the views of the
masses. Councils and
assembly will be secular and
from the influence of any

fr
religious group — which can
only lead to a distortion of

reality,

£

Opportunity is linked to
democracy and ownership. It
embraces ceducation, health
and social services, cultural
development and freedom of
expression. Capitalism boasts
opportunity is in its essence.
Opportunity for whom? For
the few to exploit the many,
for the vultures to pick the
bones of the Cols Muintir,
Opportunity  means the
capacity of religious pressure
groups lo enforce their will on
the cducational institutions of
the country, for those with
backward class interests 1o
divide them on a class and

cash basis. Opportunity
means the capacity to exclude
from medical and social

services people who have not
gone through the debasing
process of claiming abject
poverty, the overcrowding
and cxtenuation of services
provided for the workers and
the operation of an inadequate
system of social aid. It means
the curtailment of free ex-
pression through the
ownership of the press and the
control of the national radio
and television secvices. It
means the propagation of an
Anglo-American culture
which is itself debased by
commercial influence. All of
this because control of [ree
expression and suppression of
free cultural development are
the parallels, intellectually, of
political and cconomic {o *
dage.

The Republican Movement
demands  the liberation © of
opportunity and its extension
10 all the people of Ireland. It
demands free and freely
vrganised education at all
levels, a full State medical
Nervieo cquiRpcd o meet the
needs of masses, the
frecdom of expression and
cultural development
essontial 10 the personal
liberty of the people of
Treland,
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The long drawn out war of
aggression which successive
- imperialist powers have waged
against the heroic people of
Vietnam seems to be reaching
its final stages — in the com-
plete victory of the forces of
national liberation and the total
defeat of the American Im.
perialists and their puppet
Saigon regime.
A massive offensive launched
by the Vietnamese is carrying
all before it on three major
fronis in the North, in the
Central Highlands and most
dangerously for the Americans
In the Southern areas. A
tremendous effort by the
puppet regime to recover and
save the important town of An
Loc has ended in catastrophe.
American response "to the
success of the Vietnamese was
|._fo order & massive bombing of

the North. The towns of Hanol
and Haiphong were in-
discriminately bombed, but it
seems that the Vietnamese
were well prepared. Not merely

were civilian casvaltles
reduced to an absolute
minimum despite the

Americans’ murderous intent,
but extremely accurate anti-
aircraft fire knocked out many
§ of the aggressors’ planes.

| INTERNATIONAL

VIETNAMESE VICTORY?

The lessons of this war are of
greatimportance for all subject
and oppressed peoples
throughout the world, par-
ticularly the Irish people. For
the Vietnamese have decisively
proved that no matter how
strong the imperialists appear
to be that the forces of
revolutionary liberation can
always win. The secret of
success does not lie In any
magic formula of forelgn aid or
of military strength. It lies
Instead in the political strength
of the people. If, as the Viet-
namese liberation forces have
done, the people can be totally
rallied in opposition to Im-
perialism behind a political
struggle for national freedom;
and if the fight for national
freedom is linked completely
with  the need for social !
emancipation of exploited
workers and small farmers
then victory is assured.

The Vietnamese have shown
the world the way to defeat
imperialism. The Irish
revolutionary movement
salutes them, and trusts that
even as the Vietnamese have
been an example to us all that
in the years to come the Irish
people will set a similar
example to the world.

SOLIDARITY

International solidarity with
he Irish struggle continues to
grow. Recently Eoin O Murchu,
‘United Irishman’

t a conference organised by
he Unvaniez Demokratel
Wrezhoneg / Unlon Demo-
rafl?ue Bretonne,

iberation extremely similar to
hat being undertaken In
land by radical forces here.
e conference of the UDB
as held In the South of Brit-
gy and was attended by ob-
vers from the Basque
peration movement, ETA,
tom the UPG of Gallcia as well
‘by representatives of the
sh revolutionary movement.
treme interest was shown in
e events that are taking place
Ireland and money was given
the Prisoners’ Fund.
. This forging of deep-rooted
ernational contacts Is seen
very important by the
publican Movement because
e recognise that the fight for
ﬂom liberation against
perialism is a worldwide
e. Victory for Ireland means
ory for all sub'lecf gsoeles,
like victory for the Viet-
ese Is a victory for us.

> oni

REPUBLICAN
CLUBS CHALLENGE
WHITELAW

Over 300 delegates from all over
the 6 Counties attended the
Convention of Republican Clubs in
Belfast on April 23. The purpose of
the Convention was to test the
right of Republicans to operate
openly as a political organisation.

The meeting was a challenge to
William Whitelaw either to
recognise the right of Republicans
In this respect or to appl{ the
Special Powers Act against them.
The Chairman of the 6 Counties
Executive, Mr. lvan Barr, told the
delegates: ““Today, we start by
declaring Republican Clubs as
belng active, active in the public
eye. We are coming back into the
open and we Intend to stay there.
We are exercising our democratic
right and we now wish to see if
Mr. Whitelaw is prepared to use
the Special Powers Act.””

Mr Barr said that the bombing
campaign by the Provisionals was
”providin? the British Army with
the opporfunity to escalate their
terror tactics ro the stage where
innocent civilians were and are
being murdered in the streets.

The present struggle, he went
was one of an oppressed
people against their oppressor.
The republican Movement
demanded the total withdrawal of
the British troops and ad-
ministration from Ireland and
there would be no compromise on
that.

He said that as the Unionist
leadership became more confused
and divided on policy, it may see
sectarian conflict as a ‘‘good
substitute for their lack of
coheslve policies or even to be
their last chance or survival.”

Thomas MacGiolla, President
of Sinn Fein, said that the
Provisionals’ bombing campalgn
was succeeding in widening t%e
gulf between Protestant and
Catholic workers and creating

RSG PAMPHLET EXPOSES THE MINES

The Resources Study Group’s latest publication, “/Navan and Irish Mining”’,
Is causing quite a stir In the board offlces of Tara and Mogul. Pat Hughes of
Mogul Is reported to have ordered his public relations men to produce
arguments against the Group’s findings and Tara have taken the un-
precedented step of opening an Information centre in An Uaimh.

Reading the RSG'’s
report, there are a
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bitterness between them. Their
strategy had almost succeeded in
changing the struggle from one of
a mass involvement of the people
to one of a militarist struggle in
which the people were spectators.

He declared: '“We are a
political organisation dedicated to
the task of organising the mass of
the Irish people, North and South,
against British capitalism In
Ireland and Iimperialism in
Ireland.”’

Addressing himself to the
Protestant population, Mr.
MacGiolla sald: Sl R
programme you will find the only
real unity of workers based on
democracy, independence and
soclalism.’

Turning to the question of the
Common Market, he gaid Britain
was attempting to bring Ireland
into the EEC under her wing and
he called for a massive rejection
of our joining. Unless the
referendum was extended to the
North, it would not be “national’’.

A resolution from the Jamie
Hope Republican Club, An-
dersonstown, calling on the peorle
in the South to vote ““No’’ in the
referendum was adopted.

Miss Bernadette Devlin, M.P.
for Mid Ulster, attending as a
fraternal delegate, said that she
spoke neither as an Official nor as
a Provisional, buf as a
Republican. The Officlals, she
said, were not blameless when it
came to bombing and their
“‘biggest mistake was the ex-
plosion at Aldershot’’.

“Unless you attempt to explain
to the Provisionals where they are
wrong in class politics, it is wrong
for you to condemn them.’” To
understand the bombin?, she went
on, people had to identify the class
interests involved in such actions.

Throughout the Conventlon,
which was held in the Ard Scoil in
Divis Street, a few hundred yards
from the Hastings Street police
and army posts, t?were was a large
concentration of military in the
area but no attempt was made to
interfere with the proceedings.

The Convention demonstrafed
that Republicans will not be
driven underground and that for
the moment at least, the British
administration of Willlam
Whitelaw will not take action
directly against the Republican
Clubs. However, arrests of
Re?ubllcans still goon, a situation
which casts doubts on the validity
of the claims that with Whitelaw
things have changed.

multitude of questions
that need fo be an-
swered by Tara and the
other milning com-
panles. One of these
surrounds the
shareholders of the
company.

Yet, it is evident that
the bulk of Tara shares
are held by Canadians
and Americans. There 8.0

st o

“CABHAIR™>

Coiste Foirthiic na bPhriosunach Poblachtach

Please give as generously as you can to help the wives
and dependents of interned men and of those on the run.
These people face great hardships as a result of Britain's
policy of repression, and we all have a duty to stand by
them. Because of the large numbers who have subscribed
S0 gunerf)usly.aJlready. it Is impossible to publish a full

but the

are also rumours that
the company will be
taken over by groups

all monies received.

will receipt

such as Rio Tinto Zinc,
who are reported to
have found copper In
Donegal, and Cominico,
both of which have huge
capital reserves.

Since the net profit
from Tara alone s
reckoned by the RSG to
be in the region of £486
million, a take-over bid
by foreign companles Is

IRISH REPUBLICAN PRISONERS DEFENCE AND AID FUND
30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1,

Suit Yourself
at

LESLIE

Drapers

E.

28 PETER STREET
ROGHEDA.

\‘

Specialists in Ladies', Gents
and Children's Wear.

Tel: Drogheda 8173,

KEVIN BARRY SOCIAL
A Soclal Is held on the last Saturday of every
month fn the Kevimg Barry Hall, 44 Parnell Sq.,
to ralse funds for the Prisoners' Defonce and
Ald Fund, Cead Isteach 20p,

very much on the cards.

S .
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The more things change the more, it seems,
that they stay the same. When Whitelaw
replaced Faulkner the Republican Movement
warned that direct rule would be no victory at all
for the Irish people or for the struggle to win
democracy in the North. Now over a month later
as we count the rising toll of dead, after Joe
McCann was savagely gunned down unarmed in
the streets of his native Belfast, as the internees
continue to languish in the conceniration camps
and while military terrorism abounds, we know
nothing has yet been won.

Indeed the murder of Joe McCann and the
inevitable publication of the infamous Widgery
whitewash show once again that British im-
perialism hasn’t changed its attitude to Ireland.
The Tories still believe that they can beat the
Paddies down. It is not, however, Tory sfupidity
which is the sole guiding force of these actions of
the imperialists. For British imperialism, that
system of exploitation, corruption, cruelty and
misery which is slowly but surely being defeated
throughout the world, is still a tricky enemy and
one of the cleverest and most able that any op-
pressed people has to face.

Civil Rights

During the last two years the anti-unionist
section of the population of the North has en-
dured great sufferings and tremendous hard-
ships because of Britain’s persistent refusal to
grant the democratic demands of the civil rights
movement. This refusal seemed to go against
Britain’s own objective economic needs. For
after the signing of the Free Trade agreement in
the South by Lynch’s quisling government, the
British realised that if Lynch were to be able to
sell his idea to the Irish people that we no longer
needed to be in conflict with imperialism, then
there would have to be such changes in the
sectarian state in the North as to allow real
participation in the local power structure to
representatives of the Roman Catholic middle
class. These representatives have emerged to be
the John Hume wing of the Social Democratic
and Labour Party (SDLP).

Britain’s problem arose very simply because
the Protfestant people could not be persuaded
that their rights could be safeguarded if changes
were made, and more importantly because the
local Unionist party bosses (like Craig) realised
that their personal power which was derived
from their patronage (i.e. their ability to give
jobs and houses to those who supported them)
would either disappear or be seriously weakened
if the full civil rights demanded by the exploited
and oppressed Catholics were to be given.

The reactionary Unionists correctly realised
that in such circumstances the Protestant op-
pressed, workers and farmers, would turn away
from the fascistic leadership of the Unionist
party and towards agitation for their social
rights. To stave off this development we began fo
hear talk of a class split in the Unionist Party,
first when Morgan the minister of Health left,
and more frequently from Paisley. These
gestures to class politics, while they played an
important part in splitting the monolith of the
Unionist Party, have only led to Populism, the
system by which a mass movement is.led into

support for personalities. The so-called
democratic unionism has therefore a populist
base but is not supporting the demand for
democracy.

Britain’s other problem was the impact the
civil rights struggle had on the traditionally anti-
unionist section of the community who were
mainly Catholic. The hopes and expectations of
people for a better deal, and indeed for a new
way of life, were raised by the campaign which
with its mass basis provided the first really
coherent challenge to the unionist system since
the sectarian state was first established by the
British in 1920. The situation that existed, par-
ticularly after the pogroms of August 1969 in
which the Unionist government of Chichester
Clarke was clearfy implicated (just like the
Major was implicated in the Burntollet ambush),
forced Britain more and more into confrontation
with her traditional allies: the Protestant people.
This development was a good one, although it
was of course a long way from meaning a united
struggle of the Irish people against British im-
perialism. It did mean, however, that progress to
democracy was being made under pressures
outside Britain’s control and in such a way that
was weakining the whole imperialist position
and her plans for Ireland as a whole. These plans
centred around the reintegration of Ireland into
a federal arrangement with Britain and the
Common Marketf.

Britain was indeed on the hook. The only way
she could think of getting away from her dif-
ficulties was to find an excuse to modify her
approach to the anti-unionists and fo appease the
strident appeals from the Unionist Party, which
was under serious and increasing aftack from
the extreme right wing, especially the
Paisleyites. And it was here that the
Provisionals played right into Britain’s hands.

Militarism

the Provisionals pursued the path of a
military campaign, declaring their aim to be to
sweep the British into the sea. In doing this they
made if more difficult to pursue the correct
political position of struggle on a mass basis by
the participation of large numbers of pecple in
the fight for democracy. Worse they allowed the
development of sectarianism to a new and
frightening pitch by their blatant attacks on
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Protestant cicilians in working class areas like
the Shankill and Belfast. The fragile unity
created by the Republican Movement in the West
Belfast Democratic Alliance between Protestant
and Catholic workers was blasted asunder by
Provisional bombs. The indiscriminate bom-
bing also increased the pressure on Faulkner
from his right wing, and in a last effort to keep
him in power while refusing to grant civil rights
the British established internment and fhe
present regime of murder and terror.

Back to the Streets

But the issue which destroyed Britain’s hopes
of a quick military victory was the fact that the
Republican Movement and the other radical
forces refused to be diverted one iota from the
path of revolutionary struggle. The return of the _
civil rights movement to the streets squarely ~
ruined Faulkner and the British plot. It placed in
jeopardy all Fianna Fail‘s hopes of winning the
EEC referendum and has led to the position
where Britain is still as firmly on the hook as she
was back after August ‘69. Because civll rights
proved itself the only organisation and the only |
issue which could mobilise mass action amongst
the people.

The IRA all along has differentiated itself from
the Provisionals. We have never been involved in
an aggressive military campaign, but have
instead pursued a policy of defence and
retaliation against British aggression and
atrocities. Volunteer Joe McCann, an officer of
the IRA in Belfast, was one of those who most
clearly recognised this role of the IRA as defence ¥
force of the Irish people in their revolutionary
struggles. He also rejected the idea of an
elitist ~ military force and campaigned for the
democratic struggle and politically in defence of
the people of the markets area of Belfast wher:
he lived and worked.

The question of what is to be done now in th
North is a simple one to answer. We must con: '
tinue and intensify our efforts to maintain th& !
mass unity of the civil rights struggle until wé
have achieved complete victory on that phase
the revolutionary fight in Ireland and must no
falter or flinch from facing whatever terror #
violence the enemy offers.us. If we hold firm {

unemployment.

our position we can exploit the growing dit
ficulties of the British in their own rislﬁ
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