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A-police armourcd car bursts its way through a hamcade

POLICE MURDER 2

On Monday, July 14th, Mr. Fran-
cis McClusky, a 70 year old Dungiven
nan, was reported dead in Altnagelvin
Hospital, Derry City. Cause of death
was said to be a series of blows with a
blunt instrument on the head. You see
he was severely beaten on Sunday the
13th during disturbances in Dungiven
by Northern Ireland’s fascist auxillary
force, the Ulster Special Constabulary
or “B” Specials. At the right you see
his coffin being i -ought into St. Patricks
burial grounds in his home town. The
coffin is draped with the illegal (in the
six counties) Tricolor flag of the Rep-
lic, and is being carried by a republican

honor guard. Mr. McCluskey had been g
associated with the Republican move-
ment in the past. It appears as if the
cowardly forces of law and order in the
North were afraid of dealing with any
of the younger people on hand, so they

The Victims: Mr. Francis McClusky aged 70 from Dun;
chose a 70 year old man.

igiven Co. Derry ( above)
Mr. Samuel Devenney, aged 40 from Derry City (see page 4)

25 cent donation

Between Saturday, August 2, and
Tuesday, August 5 (as we go to press)
what have been reported as the worst
riots in over three decades ocurred in
Belfast. Although reliable information is
scarce, the Rising of the Moon was able
to piece together the following facts
from news reports and an exclusive
interview with Mr. Kevin Boyle, from
the People’s Dermocracy, and an execu-
tive of the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2: After a typ-
m.l day of “ God Save the Queen, No
ber 1690 ” d;

“tions, a large group of Cangemen detid——

ed to march through the Unity Walk
section of Belfast ( a predominantly
Roman Catholic apart, complex area.)
Typically enough they were well under
the influence after a full day of frolic in
the countryside. Due to their large
numbers and narowness of the streets
in this area, the marchers and Roman
Catholic spectators jammed together.
Someone cast the first stone, it is un-
clear who, and the riot began. Lasting
well into the night, barricades were
erected in both the Protestant and the
Roman Catholic sections of the by now
enlarged riot area, including Hooker St.
(R.C.) and the shankill (Prot.). During
the course of the evening, the Royal
Ulster Constbulary and the riot squad
made continuous forays into Hooker St.,
while only playing a game of ‘cat and
mouse’with the Protestants.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3: After a restful,
riot-free morning (presumably both fact-
ions went to the place of worship of their
choice) a group of Orangemen on to
two thousand strong began marching
down the shankill towards the Catholic
area repleate with bands and banners. The
police made a half-hearted attempt to
keep them from moving up, but were
predictably less than successful. Rioting
oroke out once again and by the early
evening brought the total weekend’s injur
ed to over fifty. As the situation worsened
Maj. J.D. Chichester-Clarke, the Prime
Minister of Northern ireland, made a
decision to call an emergency meeting
of his cabinet for six o’clock. While the
details of this are not publlc an insight
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EDITORIAL:

The undersigned members of the staff of the Rising of the Moon wish to use
this space to reflect on the American support campaign for the Northern Ireland
Civil Rights movement. We are greatly disheartened at this time to see Irish Amer-
icans once again trying to dictate politics to the oppressed people in the North.
Admittedly the two examples we show here cannot count as a generalization but
they are nonctheless indicutive of a general trend.

Recently, a New York based group called the Irish American Action Assoication
held a fund raising affair in Gaelic Park. After collecting seven thousand dollars, in
the name of civil rights for the six counties no less, they promptly announced that
they would not release the funds until the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Assoication
publicly acknowledge their ultimate goal as a United Ireland. These people, however,
feel no shame and call the:mselves true Republican. They might be surprised to
know that over 60% of the N.L.C.R.A. executive committee is made of Republicans
in good standing. In light of this it is rather clear that the LA.A.A’s actions amount
to defrauding the people in Gaelic Park, and attempting to blackmail N.I.C.R.A.

Closer to homc we find the exccutive of our own committee, in an eleven to
one vote, refusing to support a decision taken by both N.I.C.R.A. and the People’s
Democracy and reversing a related vote of their own taken a few months ago. This
relates to a N.L.C.R.A.-P.D. decision of August 1 1969, extending an offer of mutu.l
supp.rt and inviting a team from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
includiag Mrs. Correta King and Dr, Ralph Abernathy. (Ovegtwo months 2go the
¢ iccutive, at the prompting of a Catholic priest, decided to su'ppy funds for Dr.!
Abemathy to travel to the North. Now they have conveniently reversed this decision.)

There is little we can do about the first utstance of non-support, but the
undersigned will demand a full explaination of the second example at our next
Committee meeting, tentatively schedualed for September 10, 1969.

Clint Paige John McColgan
Bill Hunt Peggy O’Connor
Judy Schwartz Eileen and Rico Ross

THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS

We wo.:Id like to thank the many friends who have made The Rising Of The Moon a
success, and would particularly like to single out three Ecston clerics who made a
sple:1did display of the Spirit of Ecumenism by giving us their support, We want to
thank the vicar of St. Mary s Episcopal Church, Cushing Ave., Dorchester who ann-
ounced our newsp.per from the pulpit, the Rev. David Avenator of the Pilgrim Con-
gregational Church, Columbia Rd., Dorchester who announced the sale of our paper
from the pulpit, and . ather Pat Hughes, T e P.ulist Christian Center, on Park Street,
Boston, who included «:s in his church bulletin, and made an appropriate sermon on
the cause of justice everywhere. We hope that there will be others who will follow
the ex, le these worthy n have given.

W<

THE COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT.
FILL IN THE MEMBERSHIP BLANK NOW:

Name (Please Print)
Address.
Telepl No

($3. mini \(.

Make check or money order payable to:
COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND
68 Idaho Street, Mattapan, Massachusetts 02126

Commitfee for Justice
/1n Northern Ireland

Dear Friends,

The Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association, whishes to thank the Committee
for Justice in Northern Ireland for s recent contribution to our treasury. NI.CRA.,
the umbreX'a group of the Civil Rights Movement here in the North desperately needs
for both its ongoing programs (we soon hope to og:n an office in Belfast) as well as
funds to cover the costs of d ions and legal At the present time
we are covering the legal expenses for over 50 members of the Peoples Democracy
arrested in Enniskillen Co. F h on July 26. Needless to say this is one of those
unexpected emergencies which turn out to be so costly.

We thank you for your recent support and hope that you will be able to help
us in the future,

Sincerely,
Frank Gogarty, Cliairman N.J CR A,

Dear Sir,

In this 1ssue of “The Rising Of The Moon” there appears an article on the Peoples
Democracy. Although one of the two main groups fighting for Civil Rights we have
been largely ignored by the Irish American organizations when it comes to funds. This
is in large measure due to an ignorance about what P, D. is trying to do. I hope i have
explained that in the article which appears on page trideag.

P. D. desper-*ely needs money. We wish to open an office and start a newspaper.
On top of that we have to take care of the members of our organization arrested and
fined for taking part in peaceful demonstrations. Cn last July 26th 52 members of the
P. D. were arrested in Eniskillen for holding a peaceful demonstration despite a ban on
demonstrations by the Minister of Home Affairs. These people now face serious char-
ges and many will have to go to jail because they will be unable to pay fines. For some
this would mean an end to their university education. This is surely too high a price to
pay for sincerity. The C. R. A. have offered to pay lawyers to defend these people but
this will not be enough. Someone has to pay the fines. WHY DON'T YOU HELP?

Yours Sincerely - Peter J. Cush of the Peop.es Democracy

The Rising Of The Moon

Staff: 2
Mary Abrams John McColgan
Peter Cush Peggy 0'Connor
Leonard Glaser Clint Paige
B{II Hunt Judy Randoiph
Liam Keane Eileen & Rico Ross

Judy Schwartz
VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Plans are being made to produce a musical Irisi; folk comedy, written by one of
our members, sometime this autumn. This is a Fund Raising Enterprise, and all mon-
ey from this production will go to the Committee for Justice in Northern Ireland.

We will need actors, actresses, fiddlers, a tin whistler, ballad singers, dancers,
extras, and a production staff for scenery, lighting, carpentry, Props, costuming, pron-
pting, ticket taking, ushering, etc, etc.

If you would like to help in some capacity, please send your name and address
to: Enrico Patrick Ross, Rico’s Studio On Salem St., Boston, Mass. 02113
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BOSTON COMMITTEE NOTES

On July 15, 1969 a general meeting of the committee was held at the Inter-
national Association of Machinists Hall, Otis Street in Boston. President McCaughan
announced that the Committee’s Recording Secretary was hospitalized at the Mass-
achusettes General Hospital and suggested that cards be forwarded to her.

Announcement was made of a dance whcich was held at Kilgariff’s, 131 Green
Street, Jamaica Plain on Tuesday, July 29 at 8PM. This was a very successful fund
raising activity. Also announced were biweekly dances to be held beginning in
September and arrangements for these are being undertaken by Dave Hunter and
the Social Activities Committee.

Because of the serious turn of events in Derry duiing the week-end of July 12,
a rather rapid decision was made to picket the HMS Eagle, the British aircraft carr-
ier which visited the port of Boston. Although the number of picketers was small
the hearty group who endured the heavy rains produced ripples that extended across
the Atlantic to Britain. The BBC felt that it was of sig..ificant importance to warrant
mentioning on their newsbroadcasts.

A newspaper report was given and it was announced the The Rising of the

Moon was being sold in Derry and was being very well received. Also several hundered

copies had been sent to London. A plea was made by Fa.rick Brennai to anyone
who would be interested in helping with any aspect of the paper such as writing
typing, lay-outwork, etc. Unforiunately, the burden of producing our most effective
instrument of education has been borne by a relatively few members. A special
request for help in distribution was made by Jim McGrath and this is an area

where many more members could lend active support.

The president announced that the Derry Housing Action Committee had
requested money in the amount of 10 pouads each to pay the fines of 3 individuals
who were arrested as a result of physically occupying a house in Derry. This was
forwarded.

As a result of distrubances in Derry over the July 12th week-end, the first
death attributable to the civil rights movement occured. A moment of silence
was held in memory of Mr. Francis McClosky who died as a result of injuries during
the struggle.

«resident McCaughan stated that the Executive Committee had discussed the
matter of sending money to Northern Ireland and it was their recomniendation that
$500 immediately be sent to the Civil Rights Association, whose chairman is Mr.
Frank Gogarty. The C.R.A. is located in Belfast and acts as the coordinatir.g agency
for the many existing civil rights groups. Also it was recommended that $100 be
sent to the Derry Housing Action Committee. After discussion the above r:com
mendation wasmadea motion and passed. With a satisfactory report as to how the
money was used, a similar amount could be sent next month as continuity in assis-
tance is most important.

The specific purpose of the meeting was to discuss the by-laws and possible
changes therein. A motion was passed whereby the President would appoint a
com sittee of S members to study the by-Jaws and return recommenaations for
change. Suggestions were accepted from the floor as to changes and the underlying
theme seemed to be concerned with the vagueness of many of the by-laws, the

t ip’s role in the ion and what should be the relationship between
the membership and the Executive Committee.

This is not a picture of our President Donald McCaughan addressing the July 15th
meeting. It is Charles Stewart Parnell. We have no staff photographer (volunteers
please call Pat Brennan 864-5439)

“THE EAGLE" PICKETED

On Sunday July 13, a small but hardy band of Committe for Justice in Northern
Irleand members braved a steady rainfall to picket zt the British Aircraft carrier .M.S.

Eagle. Despite the small turnout of demonstrators, due mainly to bad wather and
last minute planning, the picket received sizeable coverage in the Boston Press and
television newscasts as well as on the wires of the British Broadcasting C )mpany.

Originally the Executive Committee had voted down a proposal to demonstrate
at the British ship. However, after the events of July 12th when stone throwing
Orangemen marched into Catholic arezs and thus .iolacsd a shaky truce, members of
the Boston Committee felt that they could not let the incident pass by without
expressing a condemnation of it. By pick-ting the Eagle (which incidently had been
stationed in Derry for some time) the demonstrators showed that they deplored the
fact that the British Government continually su; ports a regime in Norhtern Ireland
that is depriving citizens of their basic rights as British subjects.

Spokesman for the group, Brendan Clifford stressed to newsmen that the
ommittee members like other Americans welcomed the visit by the sas;ors and
appreciate their generous blood contribution to Boston Hospitals. The protest. Mr.
Clifford said, was against the owner of the ship, Her Majesty’s Government, which
allows a fascist state to flourish in Ulster's corner of the United Kingdom.

Besides bearing placards reading such slogans as * Ister Civil Rights,” Free
Ireland,” and “One man One Vote now - not 1971" Committee .embers distributed
copies of The Rising of the Moon to crew members present some of whom expressed
sympathy with the cause of Irish Justice. However, one . /O James Patrick O’Hara
claiming to be originally from Dublin a4 “a real Irishman” dis.redited the demon-

strators as “‘disgusting” and claimed his Irish shipmates would disagree as we.l. In reply

Mr. Clifford stated that ’Hara could not be much of an Irishman it he supported
the likes of the Stormont government that s oppressing the Irish people.

One minor altercation broke out in the course of the demonstration when a
Britishsailorobjected to a placard reading *No American taes for Britain™ _he
verbal row ensued when a demonstrator retorted that American funds built the
Eagle since *Britain couldn’t afford to build swan boats.”

Y e,

This is not a picture of our demonstaticn at the Eagle because we have no staff
ph her. (Vol call Pat B 864-5439)

NEW HAVEN NEWS
Peoples Democracy Well Received in New Haven

Peter Cush of Peoples Democracy, presently on a fund raising tour
of the United States, was very well received by the members of the
New Haven Committee for Justice in Northern Ireland i July 30.
Peter explained PD’s philosophy to the Committee members gathered
for the occasion in the !:amdon A.O.H. hall. A lively discussion
followed, during which it was decided to give ID SI00. hJf the
funds held by the New Haven group at the time.

The annual meeting to elect the officers of the New Haven Com-
mittee for Justice in Northern Ireland will be held on August 10 at
9:00 p.m. in the Humdon A.O.H. Every member should make a special
effort to attend.

ARBEITER CLUB

22 Armory Ave., Jumaica Piain

IRISH AND AMERICAN DANCING

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY NIGHTS!

-Music by:
JIMMY KELLY and THE PROFESSIONALS

Owned by: M naged by:

TOM “PORKY" SULLIVAN

PATRICK “CLARE™ HEADE

25
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RIOTS...

may be gained from the POst seven o'clock actions of the police. At this time,
the police (who, it must be bered, are ;verwhelmingly Pr ) made
what may well prove to be an historic move. After assembling in formation at
the bottom of the Shankhill, they made a charge up the street reminiscient of
their most blood thirsty escapades in Derry. A riot of police against Protestar:¢
then continued into |he early hours of the morning. Both sides here unierwent
serious cultural shock, with police expressing amazement that good Ulster
Loyalists could actually throw stones and petrol bombs at them, and with the
Protestant Shankhill Defense Association stating that from this point forward
the police are “no longer the friends of « Ister Loyalists and never can expect
our help again.” Although it is too early to fully assess the results of the gov-
emment action, Mr. Boyle’s analysis is apt:

*“1 think obviously hing has happ d up on the top
because part of the problem up to today was the fact that
the pulice were unprepared to make any effort to deal with
the P(olcs(anl groups that were out for trouble, they were
simply out to get at the Catholics.”

MONDAY,A G_ST4: sa duy-light “cease-fire” came into effect in the
morning, shopkeepers, civilians, and Sanitary Department workers began the
slow clean-up job near the Shankhill, * he “London Times” observed that hardly
a shop in the area reported less thza $500 damage to the government (under

law the government is responsible for all riot damage). No sooner had they
made their reports than the trouble started up again with another series of fierce
battles between Protestants and police.

The events of the kend have undoubtedly changed the political com-
plexion of the six counties. The coalition of right wing Protestant groups such
as the . hankhill Defenders with the police may well be over. The old all-class
umbrella of the Unionist may now be dying the slow death of tonsumption.
The question which is in every one’s mind however is who will these working
class protestants involved over the weekend turn to now’ Can the present
government recoup after the disaster? Will the government be toppled by another

scction in the Unioinst Party? Perhaps Miss Bernadette Devlin’s comments (made
duringan appeal for a working class anti-Unionist front) were appropriate when
she said she thought that the Protestants would turn right to the extremist leader
lan Paisley before turning in disillusionment to the civil rights movement. If so,
itwill be a long storm before the sun shines again,

)
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3252 B /[ one VoTE

On Merit

MURDERS...

Four days later, on Friday the 18th of J‘uly. Mr. Samue'l De;:n::yb:o yn;: of
age, married, and the father of nine, died in his home on William Str ld, h.‘;?,’eo ,.
hea'n amck.' This was no ordinary heart attack bec?use ll::e f(l year obe s Lh,,. in
perfect health prior to the April riots in Derry. Dunng.t.hxs tm?.r;:ﬂm' )To ed
Royal Ulster Constabulary and the “B” Specials broke \lnto lhf y srome an
began beating the child D: y himself was. uous beau.n or an undet-
ermined period of time. After spending four days in l‘\ospltal it was discovered that,
Mr. Devenney had developed a heart condit:on. He died on the l_8'.h 91’ July and over
20,000 people attended the funeral of Northern Ireland second civil rights martyr,

: : FREEDON |

Houses Repeal
On Need The Special 1
Powers Act

Mr. Tommy Mellon, chairman Derry County G.A.A. Board, saying
the Rosary in Irish after the burial.
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ORANGEMEN SQUASHED

BEING THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE STEVE FREDERICKS SHOW

The Combattants:

STEVE FREDERICKS,
gEE:/’ ;(,)HN CORN, curate of All Saints parish in Dorchester.
E lLLlM CROSLEY, a Presbyterian minister, Imperial Grand Chaplain

of the Imperial Crange Council.
gEVZ ERNES:I‘ S. LONG, rector of the parish of Drummarrow, Anglican, Deputy
Dmnd Chaplain of the Orange Lodge, writer on socicty and religioil.

R. D(')NALD McCAUGHAN, Harvard Medical School, president of the
Committee for Justice in Northern Ireland.

FREDERICKS: Father Comn, you just returned fro.:: Northern Ireland. What did

you see?

COi.lN:.The situation in Northern Ireland is not unlike the situation in Spain.

I think it’s a Fascist country.

FR!'EDER!C‘KS: 'l have here a copy of the newspaper The Rising of the Moon-

1 think that's a line from a rebel song, isn’t it? —and the headline is “Truce ends in

Northern Ireland- Rights Marches Resume.” Rev. Crosley, Rev. Long, why are

the marches resuming ?

CROSITEY: May I take up Father Corn on one thing ? Spain is under the dic-

;t:::lh: o{ one man who happens to be a_Fascist. Northern Ireland is under a

en: ituti

S Bm:ti):]\.sututlonal]y elected by the people, the same as the government

0C:I)eRN: 1 scednbo d'j:'ference between a country run by a Fascist individual, and
governed by the dictatorship of a Fascist. jonist ¥ i

it p ist party, such as the Unionist Party in

WMEX JUNE 27,1969

meetings intde ':is factory in Belfast? Anyone whowouldn’tput up with that sort

of thing got beaten up. As I say I'm from Northern Ireland and I've been told not

to sit down on a certain bench because I was a Catholic. What’s that, if it isn’t
discrimination? And I want my questions answered directly, because so fr you
haven’t given a straight answer.

LONG: 1wouldn’t p 1ly any discrimi 3

CROSLEY: I could take you to many places in Dublin where no Protestants are
allowed to apply.

CALLER: I've heard these gentlemen say they oppose discrimination, but what

is the Orange Order going to do to clear up these “little unfortunate bits of discrim-
ination” that they sem to admit exist? 4nd althought they say they respect the
rights of people to participate in civil rights marches, how do they justify the violence
that befalls the people who do indeed participate?

LONG: You ask what is the Orange Order doing? Tt e Orange Order doesn’t govern
Northern Ireland. The Government governs in Northern Ireland.

CALLER: But the Orange Order is controlling the government.

LONG: Ahno. That is absolute rubbish. The members of parliament are elected
by the people.

McCAUGHAN: The Orange Order has 138 seats on the Unionist council. I can give
you Prime Minister Chichester-Clarke’s number in the Loyal Orange Lodge. How
many other members of the government belong to the Orage Lodge

LONG: Oh, the majority. But not all.

McCAUGHAN: Tiie number is 35 out of 39.

CROSLEY: Well, that’s not all.

CALLER: 1 have one further question: is the press in Northern Ireland government
controlled?

d

ORANGEMEN CROSLEY & LONG (ExtremeRght) DISEMBARK IN AMERICA

CROSLEY: I want to talk about these charges of discrimination. It’s all rubbish.
Even Eddie McAteer ( leader of the pred ly Catholic Nationalist paper)

has admitted that people are given jobs strictly according to merit.
McCAUGHAN: It’s lucky Vir. Mc Ateer wasn't looking for a job in the British
Broadcasting Corporation, seeing as he describes himself as a Nationalist. The
total enployment by the BBC in Northern Ireland is 316. In the production,
administrative and engineering sections there are only 11 non-Unionists employed,
and in the whole of the BBC in Northern Ireland, there are only 20 jobs held

by non-unionists Now that’s what I call discrimination.

LONG: Well, now, I could take you intoBBC, because my father employed an

awful lot of people just beside the BBC. And I would say that there were more
Roman Catholics inside the BBC than there were Protestants.

McCAUGHAN: 1 have the exact figures.

CROSLEY: Well I wouldn’t know if Dr. McCaughan is making a good point or

not. / haven’t checked to see who the BBC employs.

MCCAUGHAN: I can give you the charts.

FR!SDER]CKS: Gentlemen, could I just ask a couple of questions! Tlhe city in
Northern Ireland that’s most interesting to me is Derry, because it is overwhelming-
ly Roman Catholic in popul; , yet it is not overwhelmingly Roman Catholic in

its local government. I would like you to explain to me how it can possibly be the
minority religion in Derry can hold all the offices in the local government? Now

my understanding is that the answer is simply that Catholics aren’t allowed to vote

in local elections.

LONG: Well, if you want a simple answer and it isn’t a very creditable situation, we
agree on that - it’s due to the property quaiification. In a place like Derry , where the
owners of property are very generally Frotestants, they alone have the right to vote.
But I still think Derry’s very beautiful city.... have many Roman Catholic friends in _
Derry.

CORN: Yes, we have a saying like that in America ‘‘some of my best {ziends are
Negroes.” Isn’t that the same thing?

LONG: No, we don’t like these comparisons at all.

CALLER: My name is Sean Gleason, and I come from Gelfast. I'd like to ask Lhese
two gentlemen from the Orange Order why, if there’s no discrimination in Northern
Ireland, why am I asked my religion when I apply for a job? And the second ques-
tion is what do they think about the fact that Brian Faulkner a membzr of the govern-
ment who owns a big shirt factory in Belfast, invites lan Paisley to hold prayer

LONG & CROSLEY: (laughter) Oh heavens no, not at all.

McCAUGHAN:  nder the Special Powers Act thegovernment is empowered to ban
any publication without giving a reason.

CALLER: At the whim of the government?

McCAUGHAN: That’s exactly so. There is in fact at least one publication offic-
ially banned in the north - The United Irishmen - the organ of the Sira Fein party.
And the government has never given a reason for this. This has been criticized by the
British Civil Liberties Union in England, I might add. ;
CROSLEY: When a person joins the Orange Order, one of the phrases in the qualif-
ications of an Orangeman is the word “Volerance.” We do not advocate unrighteous
law; we do not advocate anything that would bring about civil strife; we require
that members attend church and accept Jesus Christ as their savior.

FREDERICKS: The Ku Klux Klan in America says many of the same things.
McCAUGHAN: :Would the Orange Order support a monarch of England who was

a Roman Catholic? (continued on page six/

The Orangemen land in Boston

(1f we had a staff photographer.........)
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PAGE SIX

(continued frcm page five)

CROSLEY: Do you not know that as Loyalists, we

Rl B o y , we would support the person who

.\Ic(‘AUlGHAN: *'I do solemnly and sincerely swear of my own free will and accord

that 1 will to the }mnosl of my power support and defend the present King George

Il and all the eirs of the crown, so long as he or they support the Protestant ascen-

dancy, the Consituticr, and laws of these kingdoms. And I do further swear that I

-.Sndnol. nor crer will be .. < nited Irishman, etc.” . hat is the oath of the Orange
rder.

(‘_R'OS_LEY: Would you Doctor, as a person who is engaged in this campaign for

civil rights accept a — shall I put it this way? — a communist?

.\llcfAUGHAN: We don’t ask our members wh.t political parties they’re affiliated

with.

FREDERICKS: Are you comparing Roman Catholicism with communism?

CROSLEY: .am not, I'm only saying this...

—__MORE SQUASH...

CROSLEY: I'm only saying that in our ritual we declare ourselves as loyal subjecyy
to the Queen.

. As long as she’s Protestant. e
g;%;gg;‘-":.(m;?ieuun we're Protestzut 2 organization. You wouldn’

expect an Israeli to support an Arab! : :
McpCAUGHAN: What does the religion of the sovereign have to do with the subjecty

loyalty?

CROSLEY: Because England is a I'rotestant country.

CALLER: ['ll g ve you an example of the Orange Lodge. 1 knfw a lovely young gir|
in Belfast - a Catholic - and she married as Protestant. He was in the Orange Lodge,
along with his father and brother. Whea they got married, l.xe was thrown out of
the Orange Lodge, aloi:g with his father and brother. Now if they do things like
this, how do they expect people to 1y to live together and work together?
CROSLEY & LONG: Silence. 3

FREDERICKS: That’;
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NEVER SETS?

By Leonard Glaser

When those of us who are interested in the plight of the Catholic minority in
Northern Ireland take our case to the American people we nften find that they
just can’t-q_ite believe that the British could be as bad as we portray them And
even when we do show them the piain and obvious injustice being inflicted upon
the Irish we still hear a lingering apology that this must be an exception (o Britisl
policy. The idea is that Britain is the Mother of Parliaments, Habeus Corpus and
many other nicities of democracy and civilization. This is true but only {or dom-
estic consumytion. Outside the home island Britain is still the same vicious empire
she always was, except on a smaller level.

The Last Slave State
There is only one place left on earth where slavery is legal, a British protect-

) 44 ®
[' LWAYS F@WE%MER WHEN 5?7'@ FRIEVES oy, nmm.,-
¢

—

&= =
RE=C—C=SNn 80
g =

=

g

=B AN

=Sgn—=4

ST~ TN

and a half million dead as of now. Biafran doctors now list cause of death as Harold
Wilson instead of starvation.. Wilson supports the Nigerians against the Biafrans not
out of any interest in the Nigerian people but because British Oil Firms have “sweet-
heart” agreements with the Nigerians and feared thzt if Biafra won its independance
they would demand new contracts at terms less favorable to the Gil companies.

Britain supplies weapons to both the Arabs and the Israeli’s, which means that
people on both sides have already been killed by British bullets out of British guns
and that probably many more Arabs and Israeli’s have a date with an Anglo-Saxon

bullet.
Enter Uncle Sam

The United States i:as given Britain over $7.7 billion dollars since the end of
World War II, more money than any other country has received from America. You
yould assume that anyone would be grateful for that kind of money but Britain
isn’t. She trades with North Viet-Nam and Cuba. No One thinks Britain is pro-
communist for doing 5o, its simply that Britain is greedy and thinks it a jolly good
trick to get everybody’s money, playing both sides for suckers. At the same time
that she sells supplies to Hanoi (at a nice profit, thank-you) she has stubbornly held
‘(‘mlo Hor}g Kong,_tuming this Chinese Island into an enourmous sweatshop. Wuen

orate, the Sul znate of Muscat and Iman. This little country is at the outh

corner of the Arabian peninsula, its value lies in its strategic location at the mouth
of the Persian Gulf. Every year billions of dollars in oil go by its shores to Europe
and America. The British Government has a treaty of friendship with the ruler
dating back to 1787 and the present Sultan, Seyyid bin Taimur, receives a large
subsidy most of which is spent on his armed forces which are officered primarily by
British regular officers on secondment. British troops have been used to defend the

Sultan against hisdomesti
Oman, leader of the Ibadhi Muslim sect in 1955 and suppressed another revolution

in 1957. .n November 1966 the British Anti-Slavery Society claimed that the Sultar

had 400 slaves.
e = Cause of Death: “Harold Wilson”

The British support Nigeria in its attempts to smash Biafra. No one knows
how many of the Ibo people of Biafra will die but a cautious estimate would be one

does, the British helped him exile his arch rival the Iman of

o & went in to lead strikes for higher wages the British jailed

:\e/:: d;;::ss uur\rv?:gh these lale.s. One t}lread-Bﬁlain comes out ahead financially,
Spa o l:ﬂg‘eés ;:(p!oﬂed or killed. Anything goes. Anything for pay if it wil
B S una}; e ma Pohc.: down and make money off cheap labor in Derry. Help
& o run the Persian Gulf, Help Nigeria against Biafra and get the oil

eap.. ive guns to Isreal and Jordan and count the cash. Get money from
America, sell at atidy- profit to the Cubans and Vietnamese. Trade with Red China
show a handsome return, but exploit the Hong Kong Coo\ie.at the same time.

There is an obvious question thsn cg:e‘:?to mind. Why should i

co{ltu:me to support Britain with even one thin dime? :l'he a}xl\str is T ;Zcuald“"!!
It is time for the sun to set on every part of the British Empire




PAGE SEVEN

THE RISING OF THE MOON seacc

AN INTRODUCTION TO
IRISH REVOLUTION

“Were history what it ought to be, an accurate literary reflex of the times with
Which it professes to deal, the pages of history would be almost entirelyengrossed
with a recital of the wrongs and struggles of the labouring people, constituting,
as they have ever done, the vast mass of mankind. But history, in general, treats
the working class as the manipulator of politics treats the working man- - that
is to say with contempt when he remains passive, and with derision, hatred and
misrepresentation whenever he dares evince a desire to throw off the yoke of
political or social servitude. Ireland is no exception to the rule. Irish history -
has ever been written by the master class - - in the interests of the master class.”

-~ James Connolly (a leader of the Easter Rising)
in Labour in Irish History

“It is our intention in this series of articles to reverse the above mentioned trend.”

—-» Hunt and Paige
in The Rising of the Moon

gng&md wmade the Taméine

In the July issue of the Rising of the Moon we brought the story of Ireland’s
anti-coionial resistance down to the unsuccessful rebillion of the United Irishmen
under Wo fc Tone in 1798. The half-century which followed Tone’s defeat is one
of the grimmestchaptersin Irish history: it opens with the abolition of the las: legal
vestiges of Irish sovereignty by the Act of Union with Great Britain (1801) includes
Daniel O’Connell’s partially successful paign for Catholi ipation, and
culminates with the Great Hunger of the mid 1840’s, when two and a - alf million
Irish perished, and milliosis more were forced to emigrate.

The famine is the watzrshed of modern Irish history, the most decisive: event
between the Cromwellian Scttlement and the Easter Rising. The modern Repulican
movement was born in its immediate aftermath, and the forced emigration of millions
of peasants - a diaspora comparable to that of the Jews during the Roman occupation
of Palestine - had profound consequences for the social history of the United States
Cirada, England, Australia, s the number of and their d d came
to outnmnber greatly the diminishing population of Ireland itself.

A Behind the Famine

B .t despite its imprtance in wosld history, the Famine has been curiously
misrepresented. It is often described as a .:atural calamity independent of hu an
will, uncontrollable and unforeseen. In fact, it was.iothing of the kind. T e F.mine

was a social tragedy, rooted in the ic i and prejudices of the British
ruling class. It is not too mu.h to describe the Famine as an act of partial genocide
peryetrated, with a ch istic blend of malevol and stupidity, by the British

Empire. The potato blight struck other areas of Europe as well as Ireland, but no-
where else did it produce a ren ly ble tragedy. A few statistics will

serve to illustrate the extent to which the sufferings of the Irish were due .0 social
rather than natural factors: the estimated vaiue of the potato crop in pre-famine
years was some 20 million pounds - this was the food supply of the Irish peasantry.
During the worst year of the famine, when the pot.to .rop failed utterly, the total
value of Irela:1d’s agricultural produce (wheat, cattle and the like) was nearly 45
millio pounds, enough to feed the pop.lation wice over at pre-famine levels. The
Irish starved not because of an absolute food shortage in the island, but because they
lacked the.money to pay the landlords who owned the crops,

To 1.tderstand the Famine, one must study the social institutions that made it
possible. Some of this backgound appeared in the first installment of this series: we
resume the story with the Act of Union o, 1801, which ‘ormally absorbed .reland
into the “United” Kingdom.

The Act of Union

The act of Union was passed in reaction to the rising of the United Irishmen.
England, at war with revolutionary France, dreaded a success:ul repitition of tie
1798 alliance b Irish Rep and French Jacobins. (1he Jacobin Consp-
iracy was for England the 1801 version of the Communist menace. ) The Australain
historian Oliver MacDonagh observes that the Act of Union was an attempt to
counter Irish nationalism, *and so long as it was maintained it was more or less
threatened by the forces that provuked its inception. It is hardly too much to say
that it was these forces, or forces of the same family which contrived its destruction.”
MacDo:ragh concludes that “there is thus a significent organic untiy in the ¢ nilict
of the years 1795-1925. This conflict deepened, ded, and i ified, not
steadly, but in successive waves.”

As we might expect from our survey of Ireland’s earlier history, the Irish
were not united in their opposition to this final abrogation of nationhood. If the
British feared Irish Nationalism, the well-to-do ii. Ireland, Catholic and Protestant
alike, feared social The United Iri had frigh d them badly -
“better John Bl than Wolfe Tone,” they might have said.

by
Bill Hunt & Clint Paige

PART 2: FROM THE
TO THE FAMINE

UNION

Emmet’s Rising

The tradition of Wolfe Tone revived briefly with the abortive rising of Robert
Ewmmet, a Protestant like Tone, and one of the most idolized (and radical) of Irish
martyrs. The Emmet conspiracy was based on the working class of Dublin ( which
Wwas beginning to organize a powerful trade union ,) and the Itural

labourers of the countryside. As James Connolly wrote, “It must be remembered

in this connection that at the period the open organization of labourers for any
purpose was against the law. and consequentlythe trade unions which then flourished
amongst the working class were all illegal organizations, whose members were in
constant danger of arrest and transportation for the crime of organizing, and that,
therefore, a proposal to sulvert the oppressive governing class and establish a republic
founded upon the votes of all citizens, as Emmet planned, was one likely to appeal
alike to the material requirements and imagination of the Irish toilers.”

The history of the Emmet conspiracy is controversial in the extreme. The
mo ement was certainly infiltrated by traitors and police spies for the English Prime
Minister William Pitt, who employed the same tactics against the burgeoning trade
union movement in England. The number and identities of these informers are
unlikely to be discovered with certainty - it may be significant that none seem to
have been of working class origin. Certainly it was the working class of Dublin whict
put up the most determined resistance when Emmet made his ill-fated attempt to
seize Dublin Castle in 1803. At the same time a force of Wicklow men under Michael
O’Dwyer were smugk'ed into Dublin and sheltered among the dock-labourers -
they managed to re-urn home safely after the rising, without being betrayed.

Emmet was less fortunate , presumaoly miffed by his great speech from the
dock, the English, with a fine sense for their own historical tradition, had him
hanged andhis body beheaded. One final point should be made about Emmet, since
it tends to be overlaoked by some of his latter-day admirzrs. Emmet, like Tone, was ar
internationalist, one who looked specifically to an alliance with the workingclass
of England and Scotland. (In this respect he was carrying on the tradition of the

R e
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Dubli.n society of United irishmen, which elected a Scottish Reformer to their
Organization upon hearing that he had been sentenced to transportation for attending
a reform convention in Edinburgh.) Emmets alliance with English reformers working
10 topple the British monarchy at one., looks back to Tone and ahead to the great
contribution ade by rish organizers like Fergus O’ onnor and Bronterre O’Brien
10 the Chartist movement of the 1840's,
e Agraian Terror

The end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 plunged Ireland into a severe economic
depression. The war years have teen called the Golden Age of Irish agric.lture, since
prices boomed in response to the demand of British military forces. As usual, both
prices and rents rose during this period of inflation. Also, as usual, wh=n agricultural
prices fell , rents remained high. The depression thus intensified the bitterness
between landlord and terant in Ireland. With typical terseness, James Connolly
sums up the results: “‘A falling market and a stationary or rising rent-rell e-uld have
but ong result in Ireland: Viz., agrarian war. The landlords insited upon their pound
of flesh, and the precsantry organized in secret to protect themselves.” If the
Napolconic era was the Golden Age of Agrarian Terrorism. The secret agrarian
leagues, knowh as the Ribboners, Whiteboys, or Molly Maguires are best understoud
as primitive trade unions in the countryside, forced to desperate measures by the
intensity of their oppression andby the denial of all legal mea.is of organization and
redress. (see Liam Keane s article on the Molly Maguires in the Pennsylvania coal-
fields for an idca o! the conditions under which Apacrican labor was first organized.)

The Battle against Tithes

In addition to their caripaigns rgainst evecting and rack renting landlords,
the agrarian socicties fought the collection of tithes by the Auglican .ierarchy. _he
struggle between the tithes collectors andorganized peasants soon assumed allthe
aspects of a civil war.- One example among many: at Rathocormack twelve peasants
were massacted in an attempt to save the effects of a ppor widow from being sold to
pay a sum of forty shillings due as tithes.

The Rise of O’Connell

Against the background of agrarian revolt emerged Dani.1 O’Conneil,the most
powerful Irish politician to appear since Henry Grattan. O’Connell’s character remains
controversial, andhis achievement ambigious. Hoping to draw the teeth of the
socially dangerous agrarian and trade union mo , he built an d dl!
powerful mass movement for the political and religious ( but not economic) eman-
cipation of the Irish Catholics. In this !ie was relatively successful - the Catholic
Emancipation Act of 1829 granted Catholics many esscitiul civil and political
liberties, including the right to hold office. :n the earlier stages of his carreer,
O’Conncll proved himslef one of the most gifted political manipulators and demo-
gogucs ihe world has cver seen. He has been described as the true originator of the
modern pulitical machine - one of Ireland’s more dubious contributions to American
history. Boston's Mayor Curley and « hicago’s Mayor Daley may represent the bright
and dark sides, respectively of O’Connell’s legacy.

“Ridiculous Humanity” =

Initially at least, O’Connell’s goal was an all-class allian e aginst the oppression
of Catholics and the Act of U nion. To this end he formed an alliance with certain
working class groups who d his misleading explanation of the
depression.  (O’Connell argued that all the evils of trade were caused by the legis-
lative union with Britain.) Later, however, O’Connell moved sharply to the right.

Since James Connolly was reland’s greatest labor leader, his judgement of O*Connell
carrics cosiderable wesght:

Y

**As O'Connell grew in strength in the country,” wrote Connelly, ** and attracted
to himself more and more or the capitalist and professional classes of Ireland, and
as_he became more necessary to the schemes of the Whig politicians in England, and
thoug::t these latter more necessary to his success, he ceased to play for the favour

A Dublin throng of 1844 welcomes Daniel O’Connel]
the Bank of Ireland,, former seat o

Death Mask of Robert Emmet

g g Sy

of ized labour, and ped into the most titter and unscrupulous
enemy of trade unionism Ireland has yet produced, signaling out the trades of Dublin
for his most venemous attacks.”

As an example of O’Connell’s attitude tov.ard the rights of labor we may note
that he was a consistent opponent of Laws in the British Parliament regulating
wroking conditions and the use of child labor - this during the worst hardships of
the industrial revolution. In 1838 O’Connell spoke against a bill forbidding the
employment of children under nine years of age in Jactories and fordbidding those
urder thirteen from working over nine hours a day. O’Connell said that such protec-
tive legislation was “against the nature of things, and against the right of industry.
Let them not” he continued, “ be guilty of the childish folly of regulating ... labour
..., and go about ding their ridiculous h ity, which would end by converting
their manufacturers (i.e., the bosses) into beggers.” Daniel O’Connell is known in
Irish history .s the Liberator.

The Fruits of Liberation

Catholic ' mancipation brought political freedom to the Cztholic middle class.
But its effect on the Catholic peasantry - the overwhelming majority - was disastrous
As a quid pro quo for granting Catholics political equality, O’Connell agreed to the

‘‘the Liberator’® o
£ Parliament utside
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raising of the property qualificati i

but the bulk of the peasantry ha; gch:r(g::ll\')loéc;.c&uloliqs . ullthcmw {2 oot

for ;hc‘pclsam were doubly tragic: Large landlords had maintained a numerous

:::c::dri}:imccntjsc l:cy coTlld be bribed, cajoled, or brutalized into vuting for him or
¢ at each election. Once the peasant'w. s deprived of the vote, the land-

lord had no further use for them. T
. Theye followed a new icti
enclosures for cattle 'grazing. s o, and

The Hungry Forties Begin

Ground down by rack-renting and eviction, the Irish peasant was virtuall
defcnccless‘ against the natural diasasters of the “Hungry 40’s”. In Ireland they
Hur.gr)f 40’s began as early as 1838, with the first of five calamitous hmvc;ls‘ both
for gralq and potatoes. In 1838, overseas emigration from Ireland totalled a mere
4,424: in 1842 the figure was 89,686. During the five years preceding the famine
nearly a quarter of a million people left Ireland for the New World, quite apart fror;1
'_!|e hundreds of thousands who made the more inexpensive journey to the indus-
rial slums of England and Scotland.

By _ Exit The Liberator

Ag.ranan discontent intensified during these years, finding expression through
the gugrﬂla activities of the “‘Ribbon Socities”, as the secret peasant leagues were
co.llecnvly known. As the peasantry moved toward open revolution, the Catholic
Middle classes became more reactionary: Daniel O’Connell was caught in the middle.
O'C-onnell confined his demands to the simple issue of the Repeal of the Act of
Union. But soon, in the words of Professor E Strauss, the opposition of the British
Government and the silent competition of the revolutionary undergrou:.d movement
of the secret societies pushed him to the use except in preperation for an armed
struggle against Great Britain.” ©’Connell’s carreer as ‘‘a pathetic mixture of confusion
and blustering.”

THE FAMINE

Against this background, the famine struck - mod ly in 1845, with
intensity until 1849. The potato blight struck the staple food crop of the Irish
peasantry: the profit from the island’s abundant grain and livestock centinued to
fill the pockets of the landlords.

T!\e fami.nF has been d d often and ex ly. Its essence is encap-
sulated in the Irish Nationalist proverb, “Providence sent the potato blight but
England made the Famine.” Holding to the pted principles of laissez-faire

italism, the Englsih g 2fused simple relief to the starving Irish on the
grou:ds ﬂu.!,such a welfare system would weaken their incentive to work for wages.
A's '.l}: Famine reached its peak, some public works programs were established -
digging holes and filling them again. Those who were already too weakened by
hunger and disease to work were left to their own devices. %

The English Poor Law, which had been revised in 1834 to abolish relief outside
of the workhouses, which were significently referred to Bastilles, was applied in
Ireland with particular cynicism. It was amended by the notorious Gregory clause

Starving Galway families
attack a potato store, 1846.

which forbade the Poor Law Guardians to relieve persons posessing more than one
quarter of an acre of lands. In the words of Professor Straus, “the smallest occu-
piers were thus given the choice of starving on their land or of Jeaving it in exchange
for their daily soup, and the landlords got rid of some of their most inconvenient
tenants.” The Whig leader Lord Clarendon, himself a large landholder, commented
that many landlords coi:templated “in the most cold-blooded way the relief from

a starving and redundant population by the operation of famine.” Now more than
ever unable to pay their rents, the starving peasants were evicted in job lots.

During the famine and its immediate aftermath something near a half million

people were turned off the land.

EXPORTS

Throughou: the Famine, as mentioned above, food stuffs continued to be
exported for private profit from Ireland. In 1848 00,000 persons died of hunger,
and many thousands more from the typhus fever which famine brought in its wake.
That same year 1,826,132 quarters of wheat and barley were exported. The citi-
zens of Massachusetts, notably of Dorchester, sent an entire shipload of grain to
relieve their kinsmen: the ship was impounded by the British authorities lest its
cargo depress the price of wheat on the Irish market.

Millions attempted to flee, th i ded. In 1847, oweing to
remittances sent from relatives abroad, 89,783 embarked for Canada. Hunger might
be escaped: not typhoid. 6,100 died and were thrown overboard on the voyage.
7,100 died on their arrival in Canada. Those who could not afford the passage to
America went to England, uatil the hi panies under the bined
pressure of the British authorities and their own greed, raised the price of steerage
to a prohibitive level. On a voyage from Sligo in December of 18 8, 200 passen-
gers were driven below decks during a storm; and the hatches were covered with
tarpaulin to stifle their cries. 72 were suffocated or trampled to death in the
hold. The name of the ship (apptopriately j was the Londonderry.

CONCLUSION

We may end this installment with an extended quotation from Redmond
Fitzgerald’s great book, Cry Biood, Cry Erin, which we recommend to readers of
the Rising of the Moon:

“There ought to be no making free with fancy words like genocide in re-
lation to this business of the famine: genocide means the extermination of a race.
The population of Ireland was more than eight million before the famine. Now it
is around four million, of whom one and a half live in Northern Ireland. So you see
that only half the population had disappeared, which proves it could not have been
genocide.

“Also, 5o as to obviate tasteless comparisons with more modern experiments
in people-disposal, you should understand that they did not burn the actual
peasantry but only their homes, and then not more than fity thousand. In fairness,
it must be pointed out that this was only done when the starving tenants could
not pay their rents. You cannot go around flattening entire villages without
some moral right on your side.”

Next month we will deal with revolutionary movements spawned by the
Famine: the Young Irelanders and the Fenians.
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IRELAND’S GENERAL ELECTIONS

By PETER CUSH

The announcement by Jack Lynch of the dissolution of the Dail led to much
political speculation. Many felt that Fianna Fail would suffer badly
at the polls, basing this on the defeat the g d in the referendum on
proportio ial representation, the gresent system of voting in the Republic which the
government had wanted to change. Subsequently a good deal of surprise was expresse:
in press and indeed in government circles when Fianna Fail emerged from the polls
even stronger than before.

Of the 144 scats fou ht Fianna Fail took 75, a gain of 3 over 1965, Fine
Gael: lost 3 in capturing 47 seats, Labor lost 4, in taking 18 seats, while the number of
independent T-D’s dropped from 3 to 1.
The outstanding success of Fianna F..il was due in no small measure to a non-
stop tour of Ireland wade by Jack Lynch in true American style. He himself was
11 ded with an ding vote in his own Cork constituency

F Yy

However the success attained by Government was probably due in larger measure
to the failure of the other two parties. Fine Gael could not offer a creditable change
of policy and its apparent inability to know that it could in fact form a viable govern-
ment alianated many votes.

kilgarrift’s

131 Green Street Jamaica Plain- I'eatures the tremendous showhoat

music of TERRY LANDER'S ORCUIESTRA

Every Thursday, Saturday. and Sunday night- and the
SENSATIONAL SUANNONAIRES

Every Wednesday and Friday night. Special Keminder-

Conor Cruise O’Brien who wrote the Labour Party toreign p\:mcy prmme ana
who is known in this country as being strongly against the Vietnam War did not
even mention the War in his programme.

While the election did not change the ruling party there can be li‘tle douby,

however, that the standard of T.D. was greatly improved. The addition of sach

people as Conor Cruise O'Brien (Lab), David Thornley (Lab), and John Burton (F.G.)
should do a good deal to help what is generally a low standard of debate in the Dail.

One surprising aspect of the election was the failute of all three parties to take
a definite line on the situation in the North. Neil Blaney, the Donegal Minister for
Agriculture and Fisheries did make some statements condemming the Unionist
Government but was critized by his entire party for doing so. It may be that the
government hoped to continue the North-South talks started by O’Neill and Lemass
for business reasons but silence on a Liberation in which too many fellow-countrymen
are suffering is surely an e::tremely high price to pay to continue what have been so
far really meaningless discussions.

Jack Lynch was duly reelected Taoiseach and named his Cabinet. The major
surprise was the omission of Frank Aiken. This marked the end of an era, for Ireland
now has its first cabinet not containing a Veteran of the War of Independance. It
is interesting also to note the choice of Erskine Childers as Deputy President. This
is the highest office a Protestant has attained in the government since Douglas Hyde
who was the first President of the Republic.

“I didn’t really want to vote for Fianna Fail” one Dublin voter said * but at
least they are half governing the country and it didn’t seem to me that either of the
other two parties could do even that” When all the hullabalu and comment about
the election has died down this will probably be as good a as any on the
latest round of promises, threats and means which accompanies any election any-
where.

Wednesday's Talent Night. For Resenationy-524-9795

Ihere has been much speculation as to the reasons for the failure of Labour to

gain seats at a time when the government was none too popular an\ they did in
fact offer a radical poiicy change to the voters. In Dublin this was well received and
Labour gained seats, but in thecountry the party fared miserably and several comm-
entators attribute this to the fact that the Labour manifesto was so left wing for a
largely conservative pewple This is undoubtedly true but there are other reasons.
The new Labour-Party contained very few real ‘Labour’ candidates. The policy of
the Party seemed to be to put up well-known, well respected candidates who endorsed
the Labour manifesto rather than to continue with people who had worked their
way up in the party structure. There were suggestions that the working-class voter
did not really trust these candidates. On top of this, these people who had hoped

for a really radical policy from the Labout Party were extremely disappointed th. t

BOSTON CITY CLUB

The Best Night Out For Dancing Is Thursday Night At :
THE BOSTON CITY CLUB

Park Square

FEATURING TOP SHOW BANDS DIRECT FROM IRELAND

Completely Air Conditioned Your Host - JOHN LATCHFORD
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Many of our readers must frequently be bewildered by the names of the
organizations and individuals mentioned in our articles. This glossary is designed
to help them. Anyone trying to describe politics might be unfair. This being so
the author invites criticism of his descriptions by any one who feels justice isn’t
being done. 2 Jo

Northern Ireland has its own parliament with control aver local affairs,
police, housing, industrial development, etc. It has no power whatever over
foreign affairs. The local Parliament is commonly known as Stormont. There
are two houses, the Commons and the Senate. Both are elected but only the Commons
is of importance. It has 52 members. It elects the Prime Minister. In addition,
Northern Ireland elects 12 members of the British Heuse of Commons in London.
The Republic of Ireland rules the rest of the island. A President is the Head of
State. There is also a Prime Minister known as the “1aoiseach” who is the practical
ruler. He is elected by the lower house of parliament, the Dail Eirrean with 144
members. Unlike the government of Northern Ireland, which is just an actonomous
province of the Urited Kingdom, the Republic is fully independant politically.

THE UNIONISTS

Northern Ireland is ruled by the U..ionist party which has 39 seats at

Stormont, 10 in the British Parliament. It has ruled continuously since 1921.

It is completely controlled by a secret society, the Loyal Orange Institution,
dedicated to unswerving unity with Zritain, to Monarchy, and to anti-Roman
Catholicism. It is opposed to unity with the Republic of Ireland which is 93%

Roman Catholic. As a result of the Civil Rights movement the Unionists are

deeply divided. The hard iiners favor a “Law and Order” policy, i.e. no con-
cessions to the Catholics or the poor. The moderates favor making a few token
gestures. They say they are willing to permit the poor to vote in lo-al elections,
but have postponed the local electicns for 2% years; they say they will discuss
repealing the police state Special Powers act “later”, etc. Their main concern

is the bad “image” their “Ulster” has gotten in the eyes of the world. They fear

it will be bad for business, i.e. drive away possible investors. The present Prime
Linister, Chichester Clark, is a compromise between the mo erates and the hard-
liners.

Four members of the Stormont Commons are known as Independant «nion-

ists. These are supporters of the former | rime Minister, ference O’Neill. They

are moderates who ran against hardliners in the last election. lhey are U ionists,
 but the hardliners cannot forgive their breaking party disciplire. In London the
Unionists “accept the whip” of the Conservative : arty. The Unionists are an autono-
.mous section of that party. The Conservative Party is embarrassed by the Uionist
anti-Catholicism, but it fully supports the Unionists in deeds, as it is opposed to
the civil right movement and its struggle for the rights of the pocr. As anii-
Catholic as the Unionist party is there are some who are still not satisfied. Mot
inotably the Rev. lan Paisley, Moderator of the “Free Presbyterian Church of
Ulster”, a split off from the Presbyterian Church of Ireland. He has his own party,
the “Protestant Unionists”, his own storm troopers, the “Ulster Protestant Vol-
unteers” (Ur'V) and even his own “Independant Orange Institution”.

political

parties

THE NATIONALISTS

The oldest Parliamentary anti-Unionist group is the Nationalist Party. Origi-
nally it was the great all-Ireland party in the British Parliament and lead th: fight
for Home Rule. It lost the support of the militant element when it supported
Britain in World War I, and it disappeared from the Jouthern Irish scene after 1918
when it opposed the establi: of the Republic of Ireland. It contin.ed on
in the North as a result of an election deal with the Sinn Fein Republicans, who not
wishing to split the anti-Unionist vote agreed not to run against the Nationalists
in some districts in return for Nationalist support in oficr. .

Over the years it has changed its views and now calls for Northern merger
with the Republic. It is dominated by the Catholic Voter’s Registration Associa-
tion and strongly favors the retention of the present Irish Constitution which en-
dorses the “special place” of the Catholic Church in Ireland. .t makes no effort
to recruit Protestants. It is endorsed by Fianna Fail, the ruling Southern party.

For many years it refused to collaborate in any way with the Stormont
government but in 1965 it began to give way and accepted the label of “official”
opposition and joined the unionists in the organization of \ivic Weeks. It only
runs in “Safe” Catholic areas, and has stopped running in Catholic sections of
Belfast since it got trounced by the Republican Labor Party. Whie one <fits
younger leaders, Austin Currie, led the first civil rights demonstration in D.ngannon
in August, 1968, it was accused of timidity and sectarianism by its opponents in
the February 1969 elections. They hung the name “Green Tories” on it (meaning
Catholic conservative), it stuck and the party did badly, loosing three of its safest

seats, -
THE REPUBLICAN LABOUR PARTY

The Republican Labour Party (RLP) bases itself primarily on the working

class Catholic neighborhoods in Belfast. It calls for a united, socialist Ireland.
Far and away its leading personality is Gerald Fitt, who sits at Stormont, at West-
minster and on the Belfast City Council. It sympathizes with both the British
Labour Party and the Southern Irish Labour Party. Although Fitt had some
stitches put in his head while demonstrating in Derry in October of 1968, the RLP
has also been criticized as basically a party of rhetoric. It is weak:y organized,
usually doesn’t even bother to run in Unionists strongholds, and is sharply criticized
.for le;ting Fitt collect two huge parliamentary paychecks. (See profile in our last
issue.

THE NORTHERN IRELAND LA OUR PARTY

The Northern Ireland Labour Party also calls for Socialism, but favors union
with Britain.' It is identified with the British Labour Party. Its strength lies in
working class Protestant areas, but it is not anti-Catholic and its members are taking
part in civil rights marches. It also rarely runs in opposition strongholds.

Chichester-Clark

the northern opposition

CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

"the major extra-parliamentary opposition group is the Civil Rights Associa-
tion, (C.R.A.) a loose united front, running from right to left including the
radical socialist of the People’s De; y and the Republican M as
well as liberal Protestants, all of whom are united by a desire to obtain equal treatment
for the oppressed Catholic minority. Each group retains its own separate identity
both within and without the C.R.A.
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YEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY

The newest group, and one of the most influential is the Peoples Democracy.
A radical group, it calls for the government to build new industries and for the ~
workers to run them. Its most prominent personalities are Bernadette Devlin, age 22,
and Michael Farrell, age 26. Most of its members are of like age. Ti.ey place strong
emphasis on trying to unite Catholic and Protestant workers against the Capitalists,
whether Catholic or Protestant. They are opposed to Capitalism and Russian Com-
munism , as individuals oppose American intervention in Viet Nam, support the
Czechs, etc. They have no serious organization in the Republic but they have
marched through Dublin to protest injustice in the South. Critics complain that
they are undisciplined pacifistic and pared to defend th Ives against
Paisley and his U.P.V., and that they have a tendency to war: to ignore the existing
Catholic unity in favor of a potential Catholic-Protestant worker unity.

OTHER PZRSONALITIES

Eamonn McCann has considerable influence in Derry and is outspoken in

calling for the C.R.A. t0 make a sharp turn to the I;ft.d His criti-r;s feel that he may
ipil i i it and disrupting the hard won unity.

- pmi::phl;ol‘:::cf,oarcégfhaolsipch;)::inessm; ggl himself elected to S!omlo;?l, upse}ting
the Nationalist Party, charging them with merely paying lip service to anti-Unionism
but now he too is thought of by many as not militant enough.

The other groups or personalities in the No rth aren’t of much importance
in terms of votes but they have a prominence of one sort or another. Betty Sinclair,
Secretary of the Belfast Tradz Union Council, and Chairman of the Communist
Party of Northern Ireland was one of the founders of the C.R.A., and is respected
for that, but, oddly enough, is looked upon by the younger element as a conser-
vative force, most concerned with not alienating the timid and half-hearted.

C.C. O'Brien (T.D.) with his adopted son Patrick

FiANNA FAIL

Looking south to the Republic we see three major p.rties beside the militant
but weak Sinn Fein. The Fianna Fail (Soldiers of Destiny) runs the country. Its
founder, Eamonn De Valera is the last surviving General of the Easter Uprising.
The Constitution of the Republic claims the whole island as under its sway, but
Fianna Fail shows [ittle interest in the struggle in the North, [n the recent election
all were ded at the lack of di of Ulster. In 1965 the
?rime Minister, Scan Lemass, went to Belfast to visit Northern Prime Minister
Terance O'Neill, but O'Neill’s price was no discussion of civil rights in the North
or of uniting the island. In addition to cnce.uraging illusions regarding the Unionist
regime as “*Modern™ Orangism the Fianna Fail has showed a marked preference
for the Nationalist Party. Fianna Fail’s polities have exploded in its face with
the rise of the Civil Rights movement. Unionism showed by its police brutality
that it hasn’t changed. The recent defeats suffered by the Nationalists showed that

the masses will not march behind a stodgy conservative perty. Fianna Fail went
to the ULN. to speak privately to i/ . hant but startled the world by not making
a public denounciation of British oppression.

FINE GABL

The major opposition party is the Fine Gael (Tribe of Gaels) an even more
conservative party than Fianna Fail. This party derives fiom those who accepted
the Treaty in 1921 which partitioned the island in the first place. In 1949 it
{inally broke the connection with the British, but even then it openly admitted
that it only did so to steal the thunder of the L.R.A. Fine uael said nothing what-
soever about the North in the recent election

THE IRISH LABOUR PARTY

The Irish Labour rarty elected Conor Cruise O'Brien, the former Irish Ambas-
sador fo the U.N. in the recent poll. O’Brien and Roderick Connolly, son of James
Connolly, have pushed the party further to the left and both show strong interest
in the North where it is connected with the Republican Labour t‘arty, but it (Irish
Labour Party) is not well thought of in civil rights circles because it sent a telegram
of congratulations to the pseudo-socialist Harold Wilson upon the occasion of his
victory in the last British general election. Since then Wilson has repeatedly endorsed
the Unionist government.

SINN FEIN

The most unusual group in Irish politics is the Sinn Fein. Uriginally the p.rty
that lead the struggle for the foundation of the Republic of Ireland it is now a tiny
party in the south. it began to fragment in 1921 when some of its leaders accepted
a pro-British treaty which partitioned Ireland and only obtained Dominion status
for Eire. It split again when Eamonn De Valera left it to found the Fianna rail
Party, and to sit in the Southern Dail. Sinn Fein never accepted partition and
its military arm, the Irish Repu lican Army, waged a campaign of bombings against
Britain between 1938 and 1943, and then a similar campaign against Northern
Ireland between 1956 and 1962.

THE REPUBLICANS MOVE LEFT

Sian Fein was for most of its long existance a “‘pure and simple” Irish
Nationalist party, but in recent years its leaders have moved to the left, calling for
a United and Socialist Ireland, along the thinking of James Connolly, the great
Socialist leader who ded the troops of Ireland in the Easter Rising of 1916.
The United Irishmen now speaks of more than just Ireland, it supports the
Czechoslovaks against the Soviet Union, the Arab guerillas against Israel, and the
Viet Cong against the Americans. It identifies with colonial struggles everywhere.

Sinn Fein calls for the elimination of all ref to Catholicism in the Eire
Constitution, for the legalization of divorce, birth control, and the abolition of
censorship.

THELR. A.

The Irish Republican Army (IRA) was outlawed by both Irish govern-aents,
but continues to exist; recently it proudly announced that it burned out three
German businessmen who had bcught estates in the south. The LR.A. fears that
Ireland is b ing a lony of foreign capitali he LR.A. izes in
the North through the “Republican Clubs”, which are outlawed. While the I.R.A.
is still outlawed in Eire its political party, Sinn Fein, is legal and its paper, The
United Irishman is published there.

The party is criticized for refusing to sit in either of the Irish parliaments or
the British Parliament. This abstentionism is felt to alienate voters who don’t
expect miracles overnight and want their representatives to speak out for them on
bread and butter questions, like price control, unemployment insurance, etc.

The *‘Republican Clubs” are very powerful in Northern Ireland, particularly
in the counties of Fermanagh, Tyrone and Derry. They twice elected Tom Mitchell
to the British Parliament while Mitchell was imprisoned for the *56 bombing
campaign. To the interest of unity among the civil rights groups they supported
Bernadette Devlin in her recent campaign,

The Unionists accuse the LR.A. of perp ing the recent bombings in the
North. The L.R.A. denies this, and it must be pointed out that Army policy is

alwaysto take credit for any bombings it does commit. Because the C.R.A. campaigns
for civil rights within the United Kingdom, rather than calling for a United Ireland
the Republican Clubs do not take part in the C.R.A., as an organization. Another
reason is that they don’t want the question to get narrowed to for or against the
LR.A., but Republicans do take part in the struggle as individuals.

Dr. Conn McClusky, one of the Northern Civil Rights leaders recently gave
this paper the opinion the Northern minority holds of the southern politicians,
“These people are only interested in us when it suits them.” . -« “‘none of these
people are very sympathetic to us!!!” Sad to say it’s true.
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PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY

By PETER CUSH

People’s Democracy was founded in Queen’s University Belfast on Oct 8th 1968,
3 days after thie violence in Derry. Concerned about the police brutality in Derry and
with the Liberation generally over 1000 stucsnts met and drew up a list of demands
to present to the government. These are now well known - one man one vote, an end
to polls di ion, redrawing of el | boundaries, a points system for the
allocation of houses 2nd a repeal of repressive legislation, in particular the Special
Powers Act. This programme was then adopted by the Civil Rights Association.

The emergenceof P.D. immediately presented problems to the Unionist Goveni-
ment. In the past any anti-government demonstrations had been branded as LR.A.
plots to undermine the State. The Government alleged that the march in Derry on
October Sth was organized by the I. R. A. & alleged that Cathal Goulding a leading
member of the I. R. A. was seen on that march. However it was impossible to b run
3000 students marching through elfast as being I.R.A. minions as the Catholic Pop-
ulation of Queens is only 1500. After some thought on the problem the government
branded this group as being revolutionary & communist. This allegation contained no
more truth than the allegation that the Oct. Sth march was an I.R.A. demonstration
but somehow the label stuck, especially in this country,

Some of the more recent policies of P. D. have been criticized as being socialist;
in particular a call for the integration of schools & a call for the breaking up of the large
estates in Northern Ireland. It may well be that left-wing groups throughout the world
are enunciating similar policies but P. D. called for these actions not because it was fol-
lowing left-wing ideology but because it felt that these policies were necessary in the
particular circumstances. It is interesting to note that the government of the Republic
has since 1922 been breaking up large estates. No one has accused them of being soc-
ialist.

Potee Dok 0 o

A P.D. Christmas card. The salutation reads:
HAPPY CHRIST#IAS FRCM FASCIST ULSTER
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A REVOLUTIONARY COMMERCIAL

Because of these allegations that P.D. is socialist it is constantly reported to the
delight of the unionist government that there is a “split” in the Civil Rights Move...ent.
This belief is widespread in this country mainly because the’American press constantly
carry statements made by the " nionist Government which tries to play on beliefs that
there is a “split”. =

The reality of the situation is that the Civil Rights Association demands a spec-
ific list of reforms which I have already mentioned. As far as the Civil Rights Associa-
tion goes the P. D. also goes. !. D. ' owever wants to go a little farther in its demands;
two of which I have mentioned above. Other demands which they put forward are one
man one job, and ouie family one house. i'. D. is really the “Ginger” group in the Civil
Rights Movement. It believes that there can be no truce with the government, and
thinks pressure & demonstrations must continue until demands are actually granted.

In December when Capt. O’Neill announced that his government would bring out ref-
orms *“sometime in the future” the Civil Rig' ts ..ovement, believing that the govern-
ment accepted its just demands called a halt to demonstrations to allow the government
time to bring in these reforms. P. D. however did not share this belief. It thou_ht that
the government would use this respite to p.tch up cracks in the Unionist Party and so

‘they decided to march from Belfast tc Derry to test the sincerity of the government.

The violence they were subjected to on that march, especially at the ambush at Burn-
tollet Bridge when the police stood back and let : “ajor . unting’s followers, many of them
government paid **B” Specials, attack the marchers, proved the point that P, D. hoped
toma.e: that the g.vernment could not be trusted.

1t is easy to understand the suspicion in this country towards «. D. It isa quest-
ion of terminology. The words “communist™, “revolutionary™, “left- ‘ng", “radical”
“militant”, etc. have connotations in this country. However it is strange that the Irish
American community has forgotten that the Irish never do things like they are done
anywhere else, | erhaps the greatest o/ the leaders of the 1916 rebellion was James Con-
nolly who preached his own brand of humane socialism, and if anyone asks me if there
are Connolly Socialists in P. D. my answer is yes there are and we are proud to have
them in the movement.
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THE MOLLY

n 1887 newspapers all over the U.S. called for the execution of a group
of Irishmen-living in Penn. *“Stamp out this vile thing”demanded the editorial
writers. “This vile thing”, which drove the newspaperowners into such a frenzy
of hate was nothing more terrible than a group ofirish Anthracite miners, fighting
for minimal conditions and for the right to form a union. The fight is one of
the most important in American Labor History, yet even today the whole episode
is neglected in American history books. Even when these Irish union leaders
are mentioned, they are usually “that band of desperate murderers, the Molly
Magquires.”

In fact there is no evidence to prove that an organization called the
Molly Maguires ever existed in the U.S. However, when all the lies of the past
are stripped Off. there is plenty of evidence to show that name was imported from
Ireland by the mine ow..ers to give and easily identifiable lable to the militant
Irish union organizers. The owners then proceeded to blame the olly Maguires
for all crimes commited in the area. This tactic, they hoped, would divert public
attention to “the attack on law and order by the Molly’s” leaving them free to
completely exploit the'miners. The scheme worked only too well. In 1887
cighteen Irishmen were hanged on trumped up murder charges, all were militant
unionists. The next year on Jan 14 th two more Irish were hanged under the
same ci n their case h , because of puplic outcry, the gover-
nor sent a reprieve but he first made sure they were dead. Even the New York
World which was very unfriendly to the miners through the trials commented:

The double execution at Mauch Chunk yesterday is a disgrace
to public justice in the state of Pennsylvania. The demeanor of the
men on the scaffold, their resolute and yet quiet protestations of
innocence of this crime . . . were things to stagger one'’s belief in
their guilt. . . . They were “Molly Maguires,” they were arrested
and arraigned at a time of great popular excitement, and they were
condemned and hanged “on general principles.”

“Hale!™ shouts Pinkerton de ¢ Robere J. Linden, in charge of Coal & Iron Poll
turning back rioters ar West Shenandoah Colliery, June 3, 1875.

To fully appreciate the activities of the Irish miners it is necessary to
examine the conditions in Ireland at that period. Famine struck the country
in 1846 and 1847. Here was the chance the English absentee landlords had long
sought to clean out the Irish and stock the Land with cattle, * More profit in
cattle” said Lords Ornmore and Brown. Some peasants didn’t die or leave fast
enough so they were burned out, by the then worlds policemen, the Lnglish
*“We have made Ireland the most degraded and miserable country in the world-
All the world is crying in shame upon us” Lord John Russell told the English
House of Lords. When he became . rime Minister four months later he did next
to nothing to stop the flow of food from Ireland while the whole country was
in the grip of famine. ‘““One should not interfere with the free flow of goods
and capital” he explained. The Irish continued to die. However, all was not
lost, Queen Victoria came to the rescue with $1,000 “to feed the poor Irish”.
Which brings to mind the comment of another Queen - Marie Antoinette of
France - “Why can’t they (the poor) eat cake.” The French however had some
sense of justice - they chopped off her head.

When the worst ravages of the famine were over the Irishefought back
in the only way possible, through protective secret societies. Landlords
were now likely to get shot for attempting an eviction. The English reacted
in typical fashion, they appealed to the Vatican for help. The Vatican,
receptive as always to English advances ordered the Irish to disband or
“be in danger of losing their immortal svuls’” However, they forgot to tell
the Irish how to protect themselves, against an enemy 10,000 times stronger,
after the societies disbanded, Three times during that period the Irish
protective societies were condemned including the Fenians, Land League,
IRB and the Molly Maguires.

GUIRES

By LIAM KEANE

Murder of mine superintendent John P. Jones at Lansford, September 3, 1875
HELL IN THE MINES

Ireland’s population before 1846 was 8,000,000 people. By the year 1856
the population had been cut in half by famine and emmigration. Many of the
people went to the Anthracite mines in Pennsylvania in search of freedom and a
decent standard of living. What they found was bigotry, discrimination and many
¢ “NO IRISH NEED APPLY” signs. They had to thk in mines r¢
given the most menial jobs and were always in dnht € compal yre. Iron-
ically, the mines were owned by the same class of ab 1
had starved and burned them out of Ireland. An eyewit =i o
Sexton comments on the mines: /t was coal they wanted an:d
one, two or half a dozen of miners in the pits, or more properiy *
not stand in the way of progress and developments. ‘Accidents wi.
the mine owner ‘in all great works’. In Shuylkill county alone, in 1871, 112 miners
were killed and 339 permanently injured. One fire in Avondale on Sept. 6, 18.9
took a toll of 179 miners lives. The mine caugat fire at the bottom of the shaft
§ which was the only way in or out. All the miners trapped and roasted alive. Even
the children did not escapz the exploitation of the mine ow:.ers. Vivid description
is given in the Labor Standard of the children’s working conditions in the breake:
room - a room where the coal was seperated form slate: The little fellows 50 10
4 work in the cold, dreary rooin at 7 o’clock in the morning and work till it is too
dark to see any longer. For this they get $1.00 to $3.00 a week. They have no
games; when their days work is done they are too tired for that. They are charged
for transportation to and from the mines. In this way their indebtedness to the company
at the end of the month comes to some dollars more than the company's indebted-
ness to them for labor.

ice,

DRAET RESISTANCE

As if conditions in the mine were not bad enought, the Irish found themselves
being conscripted into the Union Army in 1862 for the Civil War. Th:t August
Lincoln ordered a draft of 300,000 militiamen. Labor all over the country was
agmnst the war for bemg a rich man’s war and a poor man’s ﬁg,ht Under the law

Murder of Thomas Sanger and William Uren at Raven Run, Seprember 1, 1875.
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LIST OF FUGITIVE MOLLIE MAGUIRLS,
1879.

wll.l.lAI. LOVE.—Murderer of Thos, Gwyther, at Girardville, Pa, August 14th.
1875. Is a miner and boatman; 26 years old: s ft g in. high: medium build : weighs

about 150 Ibs.; light complexion; grey eyex; yellow hair; light mustache: has a scar from
burn on left side of neck under chin, and coal marks on hands: thin and sharp features:
generally dresses well.  Lived at Girardville, Schuylkill Co, Pa.

THOMAS HURLEY.—Murderer of Gomer Jamas, August 14th, 1875, Is a miner;
25 years old; 5 ft. 8 in. high; well built; weighs about 160 Ibs.; sandy complexion and
hair ; small picrcing eyes; smooth face ; sharp features; large hands and feet; wears black
hat and dark clothes; lived at Shenandoah, Schuylkill Co,, Pa.

MICHAEL DOYLE.—Murderer of Thomas Sanger and Wm, Uren, Septemler i1st,
1875, Isa miner; a5 years old; § f. § in. high: medium built; dark complexion : black
hair and eyes; full round face and head; smooth face and boyish looking gencrally;
wears a cap.  Lived at Shenandoah.

| WILLIAM GAVIN_Charged with conspiracy to murder. Is 42 year old; 5 ft
d in. high; sandy hair and complexion; stout built; red chin whiskers; face badly pock-
marked; has but one eyc; large nose; formerly lived at Big Mine Run, Pa. I+ a mincr.
Wears a cap and dark clothes.

JOHN REAGAN.—Murderer of Patrick Buns at Tuscarora, April 15th, 1870,
About § ft. 10 or 11 in. high; 4o years old; small yoatee; stoop shoulderud ; dark hair,
cut short; coal marks on hands and face; has a swinginy walk; wears shirt collar open at
the neck.

THOMAS O'NEILL—Murderer of Patrick Burns, at Tuscarora, April 15th, 1870,
About 5 [t g in. high? 35 years old; light hair; very florid complexion red moustache
and think red goatee; stoop shouldered; walks with a kind of a jerk ; think has some shot
marks on back of neck and wounded in right thigh.

PATRICK B. GALLAGHER, ALIAS PUG NOSE PAT.
Smith, at Audenrcid, November 5th, 1863, About 5 fi. 8 in, {
complexion and hair; latter inclined to curl; turned up nosc: lips: wears a frown
on his countenance ; lange coal cut across the temple; from 32 to 35 years od; has been
shot in the thigh.

Information may de sent to me at elther of the above offices,

ALLAN PINKERTON.

people could buy themselves out of the draft for $200, an amount only thesich
could afford. (the rich pay morc today) This was too much  for the miners. When
the first men were being taken away on Oct. 16, 1862 armed miners stopped a train
filled with draftees. “Those who want to go, can,” the leaders were quoted as saying.
“but we will protect those who don’t.” Governor Curtin of Pennsylvania, panic
stricken when he heard the news, claled to the Secretary of war Stanton for help::

SONS OF MOLLY

WHEN THE WIND BLOWS WILD AT NIGHT

PAST THE BREAKER MELANCHOLY

IF YOU STAND IN THE DARK WITH YOUR EAR TO THE WIND
YOU CAN HEAR THE SONS OF MOLLY

DEEP IN THE DARK BY THE OLD RANGE YARD

YOU CAN SMELL THE SMOKE AND FIRE

AND THE WHISPER LOW IN THE PINE TREE GROVE

IS THE GHOST OF MOLLY MAGUIRE

WELL I'LL TELL YOU BOYS, MICKEY DOYLE IS MY NAME
AND I COME FROM CARBON COUNTY

AND I SHOT THE BOSS OF THE LANDSFORD MINE

AND MY SOUL IS UP FOR BOUNTY

BUT I WILL DIE WITH MY HEAD HELD HIGH

FOR I FOUGHT FOR THE MEN BELOW

THE MEN WHO SLAVE AND SWEAT AND DIE

DOWN IN A BLACK HELL HOLE

WELL I'LL TELL YOU BOYS, EDWARD KELLY IS MY NAME
AND NO PISTOL DID I FIRE

BUT I WILL FALL FROM THE GALLOWS WALL

JUST FOR BEING A MOLLY MAGUIRE

AND I WILL DIE WITH MY HEAD HELD HIGH

FOR I FOUGHT FOR THE MEN BELOW

THE MEN WHO SLAVE AND SWEAT AND DIE

DOWN IN A BLACK HELL HOLE

A Contemporary song celebrating the deeds
of the Molly Maguires. Recorded by the
“Irish Balladeers” on the AVOCA Label.

mockeries of justice ever to occur in the U.S. All Irish and all Catholics were barred
from the Jury. The court room was ringed with Gowen’s private police and the jury

“We think that the resistance to the draft is the first app ofa pi and,
unless crushed at once, cannot say how far it may extend. — With 1,000 men, who
have been in actual service, and with our force, we can put it down.” The troops
were sent in to crush the miners. With no chance of resistance the ‘niners gave way.
“You may be sure that sending troops to Pottsville and Scranton hashad a good
effect. The ignorant miners have no fear of \od, the State Authority, or the devil.
The Democratic leaders have not the power of burnt flax over them for good. A
strong military power under the General Government alone keeps matters quiet”
the commanding general reported. The army had succeeded in forcing the draft.

The Miners Organize

For the remaining miners, conditions took a tum for the better for the duration
of the civil war. But with the return of peace the demand for coal.fell sharply. And
as always the poor had to bear the barden of the resulting economic crisis. Laid-off
miners, d by hordes of ry roamed the A fields in
search of work: Four hundred miners retaliated in January 1868 by striking. The
strike was small and short lived but it resulted in a union, “The Workingman’s
Benevolent Association” (W.B.A.) spread rapidly and soon had the allegiance of the
majority of miners.

To the mine owners the creation of a union meant less profits. They knew
that a united front would not allow exploitation to So they lved to
destroy it. Leading the fight was the President of the Philadelphia and Reading
railroad, Franklin B. Gowen. Gowen had worked his company into a position of
fantastic power through special laws passed by his friends in the Penn, State Legis-
lature. Within a year he destroyed the union, but found to his own amazement that
some people still resisted. He called them the Molly Maguires.They were the Irish
union leaders who organized their fellow country men around the Ancient Order of
Hibernians into a secret defense force. This type of society had proved successful
against Gowens thugs and agents. Gowen realized that to gain complete control of

the miners, he would first have to destroy the A.O.H. and militant Irish. The principal

stockholders, the English, were demanding quick action to increase profits. Ti:e
Pinkerton Detective Agency was hired to send spies and provocatures into the mining
areas. One of the spies, James McPharlen even became an officer in the A.O.H.
Gowen set up his own private police force, the Coal and Iron Police and with State
approval these police embarked on.a reign of terror directed against the Irish. It

was open class warfare. The militant Irish miners put up a determined struggle.
Their strike methods used mass picketing and armed defense against the company
police and hired assassins. When the Pinckerton spies could not get the evidence that
Gowen needed they created their own by murdering some people and blaming it on’
the Molly Maguires. A number of artests were subsequently made and Gowen had
himself appointed Special P ing Att The ‘trials’ were one of the greatest

d with “grave consequences if they did not do their duty.”the outcome was
of the trials were a foregone conclusion, but Gowen, with the cooperation of most
newspapers, used them as a platform to propagate his hatred of the working class.
The Irish miners were found guilty and hanged. A carnival atmosphere accompanied
the hangings, as the respectable people of the town came out to view the sport. On
one occasion ** a group of young girls prettily decked out in parasols and ribbens,
came in the company of their minister to watch the hangings.” Before the hangings
the minister gave them a detailed demonstration of the workings of the gallows.

Twenty Irishmen in all were hanged, over a period of about 10 months. And

with their death the resistance to Gowen fell. The rich all over the country rejoiced.
The Chicago Tribune editorialized. “it (the union) was an abnormal growth. It
was a monstrosity such as is seen but once in an age. We need not expect such another
in a generation if indeed cver again.” But stripped for once of all propaganda the
mine.owners paper revealed the real purpose of the trials and executions. Their crime:
“Whenever prices of labor did not suit them they organized and proclaimed 2 strike.”
That was the crime for which the “Molly Maguires” died on the gallows.

Epwarp J. Keiry

Executed leaders of the Pennsylvania anthracite miners.
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skibbereen

Oh, Father dear, I oft-times hear you talk of Erin’s Isle,

Her lofty scene and valleys green, her mountains rude and wild,

They say it is a pretty place wherein a prince might dwell,
Then why did you abandon it? The reason to me tell.

My son, I loved our native land with energy and pride
Until a blight came on the land, and sheep and cattle died,
The rent and taxes were to pay, I could not them redeem,
And that's the cruel reason why I left old Skibbereen.

It’s well I do remember that bleak December day”

The landlord and the sheriff came to drive us all away,
They set my roof on fire with their demon yellow spleen,
And that’s another reasori why I left old Skibbereen.

It’s well I do remember the year of forty-eight,

When I arose with Erin's boys to fight against the fate,

I was hunted through the mountains for a traitor to the Qugen,
And that’s another reason why I left old Skibbereen.

Oh, Futher dear, the day will come when vengeance loud will call,
And we will arise with Erin's boys and rally one and all,

I'll be the man to lead the van beneath our flag of green,

And loud and high we'll raise the cry: ‘Revenge for Skibbereen!”

ok

AN



