The

Belfast
tense
after
attacks

on Republicans

by Provisionals

A very fense situation exists between the
Republican and Provisional organisations
following last Friday’s open violence between
prisoners of both persuasions in Long Kesh con-
cenfration camp.

With the Easter Commemorations only weeks away the
spread of violence outside Long Kesh cannot be ruled out. The
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period was there any conflict between the two groups. The
Loyalists were replaced by Provisionals and there was still no
hint of trouble as the Officials were in a large majority

But since then many of the Officials have been sentencad
and transferred and the Provos slowly became the majority

Then they struck

The trouble should have come as no surprise to many who
have followed the activities of the Provisionals in the camp. For

D’u’hﬁn‘. Denfal Hospital Conditions:

e SEE PAGE 4 INSIDE

BlG

® Republican prisoners photographed (nside Long Kesh

CLASH?

transfer of 21 Republican prisoners to Crumlin Road Gaol from

Long Kesh might not prevent incidents outside

Tension is particularly marked in Belfast where the

over two years now they have been constantly fighting among
cach other and even they have lost caunt of the number of splits
and major physical rows that hayve occurred

Never noted for their discipline outside prison, the
Provisionals have found it very difficult to accept the discipline

Provisionals still tend to blame the Republicans for the shooting
of James Bryson, the Provisional leader who died of gunshot
wounds inflicted by the British Army in Ballymurphy some
months ago.

The Bryson shooting is the reported cause of the Long Kesh
outbreak where 68 Provisionals attacked 19 Official remand
prisoners with iron bars, table legs and other makeshift
weapons.

One of the Official prisoners in the washroom at Compound
10, where the attack took place, was nearly hanged with a rope
thrown over a ceiling heater.

So severely beaten were the Officials that they were forced
1o break out of their compound —risking British Army gunfire —
and Into a nearby compound where other members of their
Movement are serving sentences.

Compound 10 formerly contained a mixture of Official
remand prisoners and Loyalist remands, but the Loyalists have
since been moved to another compound. At no time during this

® Mr, Brendan Dunne polnts to a wall covered by fungus.

of their p
have disintegrated.

As one leading Republican said in Belfast
each other so much it is not surprising that they decided to at

tack us"

Meanwhile, the Republican Clubs intend to go ahead with
legal action against the prison authorities for failing to protect
their members. Mr. Malachy McGurran, Chairman of the Six
stated that the
authorities had a duty to protect all those in their custody and he
believed that they had been criminally negligent on this oc
casion. ""We have contacted our legal advisers and we are

County Executive of Republican Clubs,

waiting on their advice™, he said

Itis not thought likely that there will be any consequences to
the incident outside Long Kesh, assuming their is no repetition
of the trouble. But I.R A, leaders in Belfast have pointed out that
they would not be prepared to tolerate any further activity of

this sort by the Provisionals

N.B.A. DISASTER!

\vonbeg Gardens, Tallaght, Dublin, can
this week be added (o the list of housing
disaster arcas for which the Government
sponsored National Building Agency must
accept responsibility

Already the Glen and Togher estates in
Cork have received extensive coverage in the
columns of (his paper. The Cork houses were
built by Sisk.

Last week THE IRISH PEOPLE
highlighted the Rathvilly estate In Finglas,
Dublin, The Finglas houses were bullt by
Melnerne This week It is the turn of
\vonbeg Gardens, Tallaght. These houses
were bullt by 0'Connell of Clune. In all three
ciases the houses were commissioned by the
Natlonal Building A 3

The Tallught case cited below adds further
welght to the demand for a public Inquiry lnto
the NUB.AL and Its contractors, Speaking in
the Dall reeently, Mr, James Tully, Minister
for Local Government, sald of the N.B.A,
houses he hud Inspected: “1 have looked
some of these houses and ‘had' is o mild term
to apply to them. Their design  was
atroclous,'*

He clalmed that these houses were “bullt

son leadership and their morale is also believed to

‘If they attack

cheaply, beeause they were (o house working-
class people, and were of the worst possible
materlals and designs®

But only a public Inquiry can answer the
lollowing questions, questions vital (o the
cconomic interests of the tenants now oc-
cupying these N.B.A. schemes:

Who made fortuncs out of estates such as
Mayfield, Togher and The Glen in Cork,
Rathvilly in Finglas and Avonbeg in Tallaght
— housing schemes which  started (o
deterlorate before they were barely linished?

What architect deeided that walls which
are porous and often constructed of broken
blocks and crumbling mortar were ol a
sufficiently high quality to merit paymen-
12 What persuaded the officials of the
N.B.A, to accept these houses as properly
constructed and Tt for occupation?

hese questions and many more must be
answered publiely. Repalr bills amounting to
hundreds of thousands of pounds musg be pald
before such houses can be made habitable
and (enants on N.B.A. estates will not be
satistied by talk of ‘condensation’,

(Continued on page 2)

Treat
that's hard

to swallow
e SEE PAGE 5
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CONTRAST

The public were treated to a fine
example of Gross Nafiona! Product
thinking last week. Mr_ Clinton returned
from Brussels elated at the prospect of a
nine per cent increase in the price of beef.
This means that irefand's Gross National
Product will increase substaniially as 85
per cent of Irish beef is exported each year.

But will this increase in gross national
wealth mean that the average Irish person
will be significantly better off? The vast
bulk of this windfall will go to rancher-
farmers and encourage them in their efforts
fo gain still higher beef prices and fo in-
crease their already considerable acreages
of grassland.

Further pressure will come on the
smaller farmer to sell out and look for a
future in industry. Further pressure will
come on consumer prices for meat which is
already a luxury commodity for too many
families.

Mr. Clinfon'should be reminded that if 85

per cent of Irish beef is exported 100 per
cenf of the Irish consumer population look
on meat as a desirable part of 9geir diet.

In'sharp contrast fo Mr. Clinton’s actions
were the words of Brendan Corish who
pointed out that almost one quarter of our
popuiation have a personal income
inadequate for their needs. He singled out
rising prices as the main factor generating
this rising tide of poverty.

Mr. Corish should draw the attention of
his cabinet colleague fo his speech.

A Government which says one thing and
does the opposite risks a loss of credibility.

N.B.A. INDICTMENT

This week the third housing estate has
been added to the Indictment of
uninhabitable dwellings approved by the
National Building Agency.

Apart from the Immediate in-
convenijence caused to people living in these
houses there Is the question of the money
being paid out weekly in the form of rent.
Togher, Mayfield and The Glen estates in
Cork are on rent strike in protest at the state
of their housing. They quite rightly point out
that they are being asked to pay for
something they' have not got — habitable
accommodation. And the maximum rent in
all N.B.A. houses is based on the cost of
building and of maintaining each particular
estate.

We do not advocate that the people in
Finglas and Tallaght go on rent strike. What
we do advocate s that the people on all
N.B.A. estates affected by bad housing oin
fogether in a single organisation to demand
a public inquiry into the conditions in which
they live with a view to exposing the full
facts in each case.

They should demand that their dwellings
be made habitable, that a modified rent
structure for N.B.A. schemes be in-
troduced, that they be pald compensation
for furnishings damaged by dampness and

for expenses Incurred for medical attention
to children whose health has been damaged
by thelr llving conditions.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
THE IRISH PEOPLE costs ép on the news
stands. For postal subscribers there Is a
speclal Introductory annual rate, Inclusive of
postage, as follows:

Ireland’ Britain
oY esr i
é6months .

Europe ......

U.S.A., Canada and
Australia ..
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i
f
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................ ;85,00
. £2.50

Dublin 8, Phone: 786052

Please send 50 consecutive issues of THE
IRISH PEOPLE to
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|
|
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| |
|

| Address .

e I encluse P.O Cheque to the value of

An Treacy a
d’eirigh tuirseach

Cipla bliain 6 shin bhi sé¢
ina chogadh dbearg ag Ard-
Fheis an Lucht Oibre
eatarthu sidd a bhi ag lar-
raidh pdirti séisialach pob-
lachtach a dbéanamb as,
agus jad siud a bhi ag lar-
raidh an bealach a réiteach
le h-aghaidh comhoibrii —
né b'fhéidir comhionannd
— le Fioe Gael agus a
thraidisiin caomhnach pro-
Breataineach.

Bhi Sedn Treacy chun tosaigh
i raiceanna an tréimbse 4d.
Bhi a naimhde, agus go mér
mér Cruise O:Brien, ag cur
ina leith gur Sealadach a
bhi ann.

Az Cruise O'Brien apvs an
neo-Réamannachas a bhi an
bua ar ndéigh, mar Is Iéir
don dall agus don bhodhar
téin. Td sé | mbun agos |
mbarr chuile shérr. 'S¢ an
Lrcht Ojibre anois ¢ Td

Agus Sdn Treacy? Td sé ina
Cheann Chombairle ar an

Diil. Shil daoine an ualr a
cheap Cosgrave Treacy ina
Cheann Chombairle g0
raibh  s¢ imithe as a
mheabhair, Md bhi ciall agus
gliceas ag baint le ceapa-
chiln Kearing, O'leary etc.,
ba chliste [és ¢ ceapachdn
Treacy-

Mar ni Teachta Ddla é an
Ceann Chombhairle nios md.
Ni duine ¢. Ni post dearfach
¢ Is fonad necodrach &
Neamb-dhuine a chaithfidh
a bbeith ann. Ni bhionn
tuairimi, claonta, mianta nd
cead cainte ag Ceann
Chombhairle. Is falla cosanta
¢ idir an Rlaltas agus an

pobal. Is € «ci [laire
Cosgrave ¢.
Is cumasach mar a rirne

Treacy a chald oibre mar
Ch-=nn Chombhairle. Aon
db4~ir a bhaineann leis an
mBreatain agus leis na Sé
Chondae, diiltaionn sé cead
2 phéite go dti go mbionn sé

marbh — breatnaigh na
hJarrachtai a deineadh chun
diospdireacht  phrdinneach
a dhéanamh fs0i na Little-
johns, nd faol Imeachtai an
SAS. in Ard Mhacha.

As deisceart Thiobrad Arann
do Shedn Treacy. Duthaigh
Dan Breen, Séamus
Robinson agus go mér mhér
dithaigh an Sedn Treacy
elle dd; duthaigh a bhi
chun fosaigh in aimsir na
bhFinini agus | gCogadh na
Tahin; duthaigh ina raibh
Gaeltacht ar lic a dhorais
ag Sedn Treacy Ina dige,
Gaeltacht a fualr bds ar nds
Gaeltachtal eile — nf faol
na Sasamaigh — ach &
bunaiodh an Stit ¢ dheas;

® Sean Treacy: cul le
duchas?
a fhdgdll go h-6g agus a

chuid a shaothri.
Tdé Sedn Treacy mednaosta
anols. Is cosdil go bhfuil an
fonn troda Imithe as. Is mér
an challliiint don tr & T4
hufochin Dala sibb:

an e b e NI 6y Ch
Lucht re;  Nixd don hot
Pdlai  an i Blal Chomhairle dul ag | h

Sedn Treacy a chuld sélsla-
lachas an bealach crua,
nualr ab éigean d6 an scoll

| dtoghchdin, Is féldir lels
a scith a ligean, a shualmhueas
a ghlacadh, N6 an féidir?

Tallaght on N.B.A. casu

(Continued from page 1)

lallaght. Co. Dublin
latest N.B.A. complex 1 &
cvidence of gross niglig nee
on the part of builder and
Building Agency

736 houses  were built here
for the N B.A. of which
Avonbeg Gardens, a complex
of 90 flats built by 0'Connel)
Builders ol Clane: s the
hardest hit

These flats have been oc
upied for less than a year yot
mvestigations by THE JRISH
PEOPLE revealed room after
room made totally
uninhabitable by damp. Walls
are safurated with moisture
seeping in from without and
floors are sedden from rising
damp

In many cases all three
rooms in a flat ure mottled by

the

the same fungus which ar-
chitect, Martin® Reynolds
showed in the case of the
Fitzpatrick home in Finglas to
he due to o “*very scrious Now
of water coming in through
the wall®

Ihe Dunne family. of 61
Avonbeg Gardens, have had to
move out of their bedrooms
completely so bad  has i
become. A spongy furry
growth, such us appears on i
totten apple, covers )l four
leslroom  walls, A flim of
vater Hes heneath the floor
me The same growth has
now appeared in the kitchen

and 1iving room where a pile

of toys belonging to  their
voung son had to be thrown
out when covered by mould

The same story is repeated
in countless other flats on the
(RN

What was the reaction of the
N BA

Mrs. Dunne way first told o
kuep mopping it up. Official
later offered to redecorate the
fected areas and treat the
alls w t cinl solution
vhile sull maintaming  that
the rool cause was con
densation

The tenant of 42 Avonbeg
Gardens, a top floor Nat with
leaking vool, was told that o
side wall and part of her
cviling would have to be taken
down 1o be repaired but she
v as expected to remain in the
flat while this was going on

Dublin Corporation has
refused to take any action on
the grounds  that sole
responsibility lies  with the
NBA while James Tully
Minister for Local Govern
ment. under w aegis the
NBA  operates. has  also
wished his hands of the affalr

In o letter 1o Mrs. Dunnc
(e 13th February. he states

As regards the dampness in

the bedrooms 1 was informed
that the only evidence that the
Carporation could find was of
condensation due 1o lack of

Listowel

North Kerry Milk Products Ltd. was fined £25 plus £80 costs
by Listowel District Court for having polluted the River Feale
last year. An analysls of the affected water showed that It
contalned matter polsonous to flsh within 60 yards of It,

Clare

“Irish landlords of the present day are looking for a ‘fast
buck’ ", Mr, Sean 0’Connor sald at a meeting of Clare County
Councll when proposing a motlon requesting the Government to
abollsh ground rent,

Navan

The Meath branch of the Teachers Unlon of Ireland have
declded to affillate to the Navan Trades Councll,

The followlng officors were elected to the Councll at the
recent annual general meeting: Chalrman; D. Fltzgerald
gU.C.A.T.T.). lce-Chalrman; P, Brennan (I.N.U.W.),

ecretary; J. O'Brlen (LN.U.W.), Treasurer; G. McGlillck
(N. JT.U,), Trustees; Messrs. A, Brn'ely E.T.U,) and John
Gayin JU.C.A.T.T.) and Audltors; essrs. W. Murray
(LT.G.W.,U,) and L. Boglan (P.0,W.U,).

Ballisodare

Officlals of the 1T, & G.W.U. are to meef the 0
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Tallaght.

wdministeation of theie estate
law o matter for the
Carporition | rogrot that |
cannot act any further on your
Behall
While  Dublin
s responsibility ot the door

wish Peonle

15 hy

Corporation

alty list
-

~)

My Tully

administration of
the estate is the concern of the
Corporation

While both Corporation and

Minister satisfy  themselves
that (tis none of their concern
the health of men, women and
children is being put in the
balance

And still the scandal of the
N B.A. goes unnoticed

Bray

Bray Trades Councll declded recently to affiliate to the Irlsh
Congress of Trade Unlons In order to Increase Its Involvement In
the mainstream of trade unlon affalrs, Up to now the Councll

was only re
within the I.C.T.U

Enniscorthy

stered as a trades councll but had no voting rights

Negotlatlons are taking place with the management of the

Irish Cutlery Company

on behalf of 80 employees who are

seeking wage parity with other workers in the town.
An offer from the management to Implement the 15th round
wage agreement at once was rumc(od by the workers since It

would stlll leave them lagging be

other Ennlscorthy workers,

Newcastle West

Two delegates, Messrs, Pat Smith and
selected 1o represent Desmond Credit

nd the wage rates enjoyed by

Barney Keating, were
Unlon at the annual

conference of the Credit Unlon League of Ireland, due to take
place on 26 and 27 April. They were appolnted at the AG.M, of
the credit unlon where a shareholding of £12,213 way reported,

Montpelier

f

Odlums shortly In an effort to avert the threatoned closure of
art of Ballisodare Mills, The company Intend to close down the
our milling sectlon of the mills whlex will leave 60 men out of

work.

, Which hit the headl

Ines four years ago when

parents reslsted Government attempts to close down Its

Natlonal School, Is attempting to cor
Into a centre, Memb

nvert the now empty school

s
mittee are to valse £2,000 to finance the renovatlon work.

of the C Com-
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MR. DONEGAN ISN'T THE ONLY
MAN TO MAKE MISTAKES!

NG N 7 W
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The Irish People, Frida

Clonmel
T.U.
Move

Al o recent meeting held

. March 29,1974

under  the auspices of the -3 \
Clonmel Trades Council an % 1\\/ > )
Action Group was formed for SR |
the purpose of launching an z =

antisground rent campaign in
the  town Speakers  from
Cappoquin and Midleton af-
tended and there was evident
enthusiasm for a setto with
local ground rent landlordy

The biggest single owner of
leascholds within the arca of
the old  town, William
Bagwell, is reported (o have
sniffed the wind and to be
unxious to dispose of his rents
— at o price, of course. But on
the outskirts of the town have
mushroomed o number  of
privately built housing estates
in which the ground rent is
held by the building con
tractor (Mclnerney's in one
CHse).

Representatives from these
were particularly vocal on the
necessity of o all-out cam
piign against every type of
ground rent landlord In the
arca. It is intended to hold
another  publie mecting
shortly in order to reeruit
further  support before the
drive commences,

Offer
rejected

Members of the twelve

® Resldents blocking up garages at Brooke Park, Belfast.

Garages blocked in bid

to prevent trouble

Cork corporation \;ées
for hard line

been the longest in the history
of the State. It resulted from

Residents of a Belfast
housing estate have taken the
law inta their own hands and
blocked up the garages of
unfinished houses in their
area, They are members of

houses or block the garages
and Mr, Bradley says that the
trouble and the squatting
problems in the nearby

4 Cork  Corporation on
Framhill Estates has led to a

Monday night last decided by

unions involved in the Dublin
Corporation craftsmen's
strike have ovcrwhelmln%ly
rejected the interim offer

the Residents Association at
Brooke ark, a private
housing estate situated bet-
ween the Catholic Ladybrook

reduction in the value of the
Brooke Park houses.

The Housing Executive
refused to block the garages
because they say they do not

25 votes to 2 to take a hard line
against N B.A, tenants on rent
strike in the city. This should
mean the early imprisonment

the appalling conditions and
rent system in houses con
structed by Sisk Construction
Systems for the N.B.A.

of tenants who have been Various expert bodies, in
made by the Corporation. The | and _the Protestant Blacks interfere in private property. | sentonced over the past fow cluding the (nstitute of In- @i Senkor DR e T enian
strikers are seeking a | Road cstates. The British Army also refused | months. dustrial  Research and
roductivity deal which would | = ‘The action is being taken to 1o take action and said they | " Tno two-year-old campalgn  Standards, have condemned Senator Brian Lenihan
;lna ll{\cllr ey ind“n? wllhu; gombnllhc rr;mulnu:l-g lrauble; viore pracluded from doing 50 | o ropeatedly pmsecﬂ“ﬁg the schemes. Sisks have | intends to make his Dall
those ofsimlag SracosiiL etween Protestant and unless they had been shot at 0 consistently refused a eback In the new con-
ESB Gathollchyauthee from. ithe tenants Is almost certain to be Yy, rel to make | comeback In the

A si)okcsmnn for the Cor-

Ladybrook and Blacks Road

from the garages.

Intensified In an attempt to

an LLR.S. report available to

stituency of Dublin West.

- D the Corporation. An expert The way is belng preparced
real
poration Craftsmen S'dSh‘gP Mr, Connor Bradley, vice- . :)hc ‘;zégcoosr)‘f&fﬁl::dmfef;‘:;r commissloned by, the'k A Satay o Taeareas
Stowards Commitieg sald the | chairman of the Brooke Park  Full backing withheld from. the GmB  for Local Government last | tion by the Flanna Fail
* rejected offer was AU Resid Ass s0y8 Svatian year confirmed that serious | organisation In the Lucan
and a much more realistic | (hat the garages in their The garage blocking action | ™ g defects existed. A doctor who | arca as a candidate for
offer ‘would be required 10 | pregent state provide shelter has the full backing of all the | Only two Corporation yoied “REEC injured by

clection to the Dublin County

bring about an interim set- Council in

for the youths and hence a
tlement. He

flashpoint for trouble.

resldents of Brooke Park. “We | members, P. Leahy and G

. the June
are determined to keep our

regretted the cxnlu(hng heating units has local

Carroll, supported a move to

- > & called for action fr the overnment elections.

inconvenience being caused | Recently this has taken on a  estate non-sectarian and haye | allow the Togher temant yyinic 0% BEHOR XOM el s S pave the
by the absencaof services due | more sinister form when beén forced into this position | leader, Tom O Sullivan, ad- ;¢ ribyuted widespread [ way to a nomlination for the
to the strike but said blame | shooting has broken out because of the negligence of | dress the meeting. Mr. bronchial complaints among | next when

general election
one of the opponents in the
new constituency will be

should be placed on the em-
ployers who had failed over
the years to negotiate in a

O'Sullivan is one of the tenants
due to go to gaol. Messrs
Leahy and Carroll had also

between the rival youths. “We the
have approached everyone to
have the garages blocked up

builder and of the
authorities in general,” says
Mr. Bradley

children to conditions in the
dwellings.

oS And a member of the Cor- Justin Keating, Minister for
realistic manner on what are | but no one ‘will give us The association has |Proposed that all court poraiion who alleged that 82 | Industry & Commerce; who
now being recognised as | satisfaction,” says Mr. suggested the building of a | proceedings against tenants million was overspent on the | represents the North Dublin
ieellimplaidemandsaly Bradley. youth club in the area which | be withdrawn schemes has been appointed | constituency In the present
. The builder, J. F. McCall, would undoubtedly alleviate The strike in Togher, by the Minister to the board of | Dail.
Fmglas refuses to cither finish the the problem In some way. Mayfield and The Glen has  the N.B.A.

organises

A tenants association for the

Jim Callaghan’s Barricadesk Dockers accept Agreement

‘Sunny JIm’ Callaghan, dispossessed, and

N.B.A. housing schemes in 3 By a majority of 11 votes the Marine Port & General

South Finglas was formed on | the British Labour Party’s d‘“""“':“‘}l"-‘dh“l‘“":“ Dublin’s 600 deep sea dockers ~ Workers' Union

Wednesday night answer to Alec Douglas ’M:’i» ‘: a ﬂﬂﬂ lﬂ‘l‘i' l' have accepted the con- The Agreement will come
The new association will be ;:nme‘.heh;)s kl::‘?\nus? I;:nf pel:n:v{; nlont::nsaTloanrnyl 1Sn})l\vcrsial Decasualisation  into operation within the ne:
lemand action  from oy 00 1 alian; cheme — Phase I . fortnight ¢ anges

Dublin' Corporation to have | P-M. Whitlam, When the  opinion by stopping British o Fan i r L UAnd ng chiafigiatca

n
be.made In it which do not
conform with legislation or a
directiye such as a National
Wage Agrcement.

The proposals emerge
five month's negédtiations
between the Association of
Dublin Stevedores Lid. and

Naval visits to Greece and ITom

Chile. In the course of a
speech explalning his
action he sald “that at least

Australlan Labour Party
won the Federal electlons,
Forelgn Affalrs appeared
to be a barren fleld.

serious structural defects in
some of the houses put right,
the provision of adequate
fencing. playing facilities for

ke clear which
children. public lighting, a bus Hallatn e Healate amonal ‘13 can mal
o of the barricades we
service —and - Cpublic | ot G R el s Eroont 7, ® Jim Callaghan, Britaln's GLUAISEACHT NA POBLACHTA
hllx‘l»”h';m. ntatives of (he | lests In the Pacific and Mr. Callaghan’s Home Secretary. . COISTE FEILE
AL G enerally presented a Government runs th
national cxecutive of the | BERers e Law In thelr maltreatment OICHE CEOIL AGUS CRAIC
National  Association of | Style’  which pleased = blggest concentration  of hunger-striking Irish 5
Tenant Associations attended s N o :’h" camp In Europe and It Is prisoners. DE DOMHNAIGH 314 LA MARTA
and they heard the results of a [ SYeRVhere At e filled to overflowlng. At Mr. Callaghan ought to X
SR R original Austral m:’s, x}c ) home Mr. Callaghan’s ask himself and hls CLUB UI CHADHAIN, 28 PLAS GARDNAR
houses in the dispossessed,  discrim’ Government breaks and  colleagues “what side of Tdille 30p. et s 9 2
an architects report on the | Ipated agalnst, continued bends every Home Offlce  the Barricades are we i pm. - 12 pam.
matter and continue to be black, Rule and Internatlonal on'’?

EWPOINT 7

It is safe to say that newspaper readers in the 26
Counties are getting no more than a fraction of
what is happening in the Six Counties. Part of the
reason for this lies in the fact that it is physically
impossible for reporters and correspondents to
cover every event in that hapless area. It must be
conceded, in passing, that newspapermen in the
North are doing a fine job under difficult conditions
— they are en,feavouring to present the facts in an
impartial manner and to give as comprehensive a
coverage as is practical and possible.

Yet certfain limitations are being placed on their
efforts and reports, and the newspapermen in the
North will be the first o admit this. Serious papers
Jike The Irish Times and The Irish Press devote
considerable space to northern news and their

CORMAC DUNNE

readers see only a minimum about
penings in the Six Counties.

Furthermore, I'm told its Northern Political
Editor, one James Kelly, is widely known as an
apologist for the SDLP and rarely has a good word
fo say about other groups. His biased reports and
commentaries™have, of course, reduced his
credibility as a political journalist and have
reportedly resulted in loss of support and cir-
culation for the Independent in the North.

Not that the paper has many readers left in the
Six Countiesanyway — and it will have fewer if its
present policyicontinues. 1t is serving its readers,
north and south, very badly with its current pussy
foot pr?cﬂces, “Ireland’s national newspaper’’ how
are ye!

coverage is as nearly complete as possible —
particularly so in the case of The Irish Times.
Limitations or space sometimes militate against
The Irish Press, which has by far the largest cir-
culation of all three Dublin morning papers in the
North.

Which brings me to mention of The Irish In-
dependent, which gives the worst Northern
coverage of all. If a 26-County reader had to depend
on the Independent for his knowledge of what is
going on In the North, then he would be very badly
informed indeed. According to some |ournalistic
friends in Belfast and Dublin, not merely does this
paper cut down all northern news and scatter it
indiscriminately throughout the paper, but it also
editionises its news, with the result that 26-County

current hap-
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What ministers

These exclusive pictures will give an idea

of what two Mi

ters, Brendan Corish and

Richard Burke, should have seen on their
visit to the Dublin Dental Hospital.
Many of our future dentists are being

trained at the Hospital. Conditions there are
primitive. And no amount of penny pinching
botched up-alterations will improve them. A
new hospital and dental school is required.

Equipment in the existing hospital is
archaic. Two maintenance men and an

apprentice try to keep

in working order.

They have to do all plumbing, electrical and
carpeniry repairs in the twelve depart-
ments of the hospital. They can have as

many as twenty repair jobs to do in each

department each week.

Their task is not made easier by some of
the principals who see efforts at keeping the

equipment in shape as delaying the day of
reckoning when the Ministers for Health
and for Education will finally be forced to

take some action.

The fire extinguishers in one of our pic-
tures were bought 18 months ago. In the
event of a fire they would be inacessible,
And should flames ever threaten to engulf
the dental “’school’” at Lincoin Place or its
adjunct at the corner of Westland Row it

would be in the best interests of public
health and of dental education that they

should be let burn to the ground.

onegan named

y itinerants

The proposal that Itinerants be com-
pulsorily sterllised and banished to off-shore
Islands made by John Rellly, of Ballina Urban
Council and former member of the Labour
Party, Is to be reported to the Council of
Europe and the United Natlons C i

The Department of Education Is also taken
to task R)r having segregated itinerant
children within all-itinerant “ghetto’ schools
where they cannot mix with non-travelling
children of their own age.

Another major cause for complaint is

on Human Rights as an ‘“Incitement to
Genoclde”.

The complaint Is to be made by the World
Romanl Congress, representing 12 milllon
travelling people throughout the world, as
part of a report on discrimination and Ill-
treatment of tinerants In Ireland,

The conviction of Mr. Paddy Donegan,
Minister for Defence In the Coalition Cabinet,
of having shot at camping tinkers in October
1969 will also be mentioned In the report.

Natlonal and local Itinerant Settlement
Committees come In for strong criticism by
the World Romanl Congress for allegedly

police diser against tinkers.

John Connors, Vice-President of the Gypsy
Council, the British section of the World
Romani Congress, returned to Ireland
recently to campaign for better treatment for
itinerants.

The Irish Travellers Council composed ot
Travellers Committees from different arcas
has been established to further this cam-
palgn.

The major reform which the Council will
be seeking Is the enactment of an Irlsh Race
Relations Act to protect Itinerants as an
ethnic group from discrimination. Itinerants

refusing to allow tinkers to become bers.
In a letter to the Irish Ambassador n London,
Grattan Puxon, General Secrctary of the
Romanl Congress describes them as do-
goodars who lglnk so little of the people whom
they are supposed to be helping that they
refuse to §it at the same table with them to
discuss their problems.

with of diser could bring
charges under this act.

The Council will also be secking an end to
segregation In education by the provision of
free integrated educatlon for itinerant
children, access to all medical services In
particular for children on the roads and an
end to police discrimination.

Pressure
on rent
strikers

Several people have contacted THE IRISH
PEOPLE during the past few weeks giving
details of pressure being applied to them to pay
up their ground rent. In some cases there is
confusion as to what they should do in response
to this pressure
== = = At the moment ther is no
overall A.C.R.A. policy in
regard to this matter and the
question of how to respond to
pressure is left to the in-
dividual Association, and,
very often, to the individual
himself. It should not be
long, however, before an
overall policy is made clear
on this issue

In the interim THE IRISH
PEOPLE gives the following
| advice: In most of the cases
coming up at the moment the
| ‘threats’ amount to nothing
| more than solicitor's letters,
very often pro forma
duplicated letters. They can
| be safely ignored
| The next process is that of
either sueing for possession
of the person's house on
| grounds of breach of lease or
issuing a Civil Bill for the
amount of the arrears. At
| this point the individual
householder must be able to
fall back on the solidarity of
his local Residents
Association.

The Civil Bill process may
be delayed by a variety of
legal means but the costs
incurred, though minimal,
should be shared by
everybody likely to benefit
from the outcome of the
strike. The Civil Bill process
also affords an opportunity
to make a speech in court
which, cumulatively over a
period, will give great im-
petus to a change in the law.

As the June Local Elec-
tions approach and ground
rent becomes more and
more an issue the pressure
from ground landlords great
and small will increase as
they struggle to get their
hands on what loot remains
in it for them.

When landlords note the
Minister for Local Govern-
ment calling ground rent an
‘abomination™ in the Dall
they know that the writing is
on the wall for them. In the
coming months, therefore,
the landlord pressure will
Increase.

e,
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Who Is the greatest benefictary from Oid
Age Pensions in Ircland? The gnawer. is
Senator Lord Iveagh and ‘o rsaf
Guinness. 54 -

What group of pensioners will. receive no
benefit whatsoever from anydwcrease in the
Old Age Pension which Richie Ryan might
announce in his Budget o Wednesday 2
The answer is the group of pensioners who sre
former employces of Guinness.

Because {or every extra pensmy the former
Guinness workers get In their O.A.P. Irom the
State. Guinness will deduct-an equivalent
amount from the retirement: ions paid by
the company. In this way the State and the
Old Age Pensioners will be comtributing to the
Guinness profits for 1974 as they have done in
1973 and in all the previous years.

Guinness has always been one of the plum
jobs in Dublin. The company has a history of
industrial peace —a solid company, a solid
produce and a happy workforce.

Guinness was the [irst private employer to
have a retircment pension in either -Great
Britain or Ireland. It was - this' which
especially attracted workers ta the Guinness
plants, a perk which made thern want 1o stay
with the company and to serve it foyally. The
pension scheme meant as much toworkers as
extra money in their wage packets —itU'was a
savings scheme for retirement:  °

Up to 1949 pension was_given at the
discretion of the Board of om
1949 onwards, when a Trust Fesd ¥
by transfer of funds and “‘out of profits™
contributions, the rcn-iun became a ight of
the Guinness employees. - A

The present rate of pension g two thirds of
finishing salary or wage. If you havera high
wage or salary on retirement_your pension is
high, if your wages are smail-your pension
will be correspondingly low. ™

Warkers in Guinness, liké'other workers in
the State, pa¢® weekly comtributions 1o the
State as requircd by the Social Wellare Acts.
Itis these contributions which entitle warkers
to social welfare benefits including State
Contributory Old Age Pensions. 7

So workers in Guinness consider
themselves cntitled to " the Guinness
retirement pension (earned by their service
to the company) and, on reaching the age of
69, to the State Old Age Pension (earmed by

e Y.

VT A e Y

their weekly Social Welfare Co
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treat that’s

hard to

They would of course, i the swo combined
brought them within the income tax bracket
be liable to State deductions.

This should be the position: John Jones
works with Guinness. He retires at 65 and
receives the Guinness pension — fe. two-
thirds of his wages. On reaching the age of 69
John Jones becomes entitled to Old Age
Pension. His income would then be the
Guinness ponsion plus O.A P minus any
deductions for income tax which might apply.
It is tho State that should decide wnether his
income was taxable or otherwise

Bul in the case of former brewery em
ployees the e vole IS taken over by the
Guinness Bog of Management. It is Senator
Lord Iveagh, his colleagues and their
predecessors who decide and have decided
what is to be an acceptable level of existence
for their former employees

And the company policy Is that porsionors
like John Jones can receive thelr Old Age
Pensions on react the age of 69 but the
Company will deduct an equivalent amount
from the brewery retiremoent pensior

There are 2,500 Guinness pensioners. For
cach of those who has attained the age of 69
‘Guinness could be said to receive a weekly
gift of 47.20 from the State,

Therefore if even 1,000 former employees of
Guinness have reached O.A P, age the weekly
state gift to the company comes to a handy
17,200, In a year it would amount (o £374,400
And II Richie Ryan decldes to increase the
Pension or reduce the qualifying age next
ek it will mean a further increase in the gift
10 the brewery

Grent stuff, that Guinness

There is much talk
these days of ‘‘defen-
ding our democratic
institutions’’. These
institutions are usuvally
“under attack’ or in
some sort of danger.

Most of the talk is
negative. Qur
‘’democratic in-
stitutions”” are looked
upon as fixed and
finished objects
requiring little but

maintenance to keep
them functioning
smoothly. There is no
positive attitude in the
examination, no con-
structive criticism and,
patently, little true
understanding of what
democracy is or could
b

e.

The fact is that the
present democratic set-
up in the south of
Ireland is the cardboard
copy of the British
parliamentary system
with its 1921 date stamp
clearly visible.

The two major con-
servative parties, which

also date from that
time, have survived
with the system,

because of the system
and, therefore, have a
vested interest in
conserving it and
projecting it into all our
futures. Not that the
system is either wholly
or partly bad. Far from
it. But to say that Irish
democracy has served
the people well is not to
say that no progress
towards a truer
democracy is not
necessary.

For example, the
centrepiece of the whole
system, the Dail, cannot
guarantee any Irish
person the two basic

necessities of life — a
job and a house. The
fact that most Irish

people have got through
the past fifty years with
both, whatever the
attendant hardship, is
more to the credit or
discredit of the private
enterprise economy

than to any
Dail.

For exam
greatest pil
Dail,
and Fine G

have become pensioners
of that same private
enterprise economy as

any exam
party funds

In one of his more

penetrating

since leaving Fianna
Kevin
pointed out that his
former party drew far

Fail

more from i

the Fianna Fail

act by the and dealind with Dail
deputies and parties
over the decades will
represent the Dail more
as arbiter between those
who control the forces of
production in Ireland
and the ordinary people
than as a sovereign
legislative parliament.

ple, the two
lars of the

ael parties,

ination of
L igshows The commercial and
industrial pressures
behind the scenes have
more often than not
made the Government
into a dishonest broker
siding with vested in-

comments

Boland

ndustry and

banking sources than !erest against the
fFom the annual common good.

national collection. So that democracy in
Boland, as former |rgland  not only
Honorary Secretary, requires eternal
has one of the great vigilance: it also
inside stories in the requires constant
history of Irish  critical assessment.
democracy to tell — if

he ever does.

There has been so little
assessment in the past

Democracy, in a thatit would be difficult
private enterprise to decide where to
economy, becomes just begin. But a beginning
another commodity. should be made towards

Any true account of the a

background

truer and greater

wheeling democracy.

RISH DEMOCRACY
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@ Jack Lynch: close friend of the Staffords.

{

The views of Trade Union and [ |
Tenant Association leaders
on how Ireland’s mineral
resources should be ex-
ploited will be given at a
public meeting In the
Mansion House, Dublin on
April 9.

Among the principal speakers
will be Mr. Matt Larkin,
general secretary of the
Natlonal Association of
Tenant Organisations,

Professor

Browne and a represen-
tative of the National
Executive Council of the
Irish Transport and Genera
Workers-Union. n

The meeting Is being
organised by the Resources
Protection Campaign and
will  have ‘“Ireland’s
Resources —Mines, Oil and
Gas” as a discussion theme.
It will be chaired by Dr.
David Nelligan,

Strike at
Ballina

veze‘lations almed at ending
V¢ strike by 250 workers at

Skeffington
(T.C.D.), Francls Walsh
(Maynooth College), Dr.
Liam de Paor, Senator Noel

The connection of two important
Wexford families with Fine Wool
Fabrics Ltd. has been overlooked in
the hullabaloo over the impending
closure of the firm which will add
over 300 to Wexford’s jobless total

from mid-May.

They are the Corish and Stafford

families.

Fine Wool Fabrics was until recently owned
by the Stafford family. Members of the family
constituted a majority of the Board and young
Victor Stafford, having returned from an

American university.
about five years ago.

The present situation is that
the Stafford family have sold
the plant but have held on to
the valuable land, two miles
from Wexford town.

This is no accident and not
the first time that the Staf-
fords have moved onc ahead
of the crowd. In the 1960°s they
indifferently watched the
death of Wexford as a port to
the benefit of New Ross where
the family owned a wharf and
a fertiliser factory. The fact
that their initial [fortunes,
through the importation of
coal and timber in the 1930's,
were made from Wexford held
little weight with them. The
move also gave them an ad
vanta over compectitors
importing coal into Wexford
who could not afford to take in
cqually large quantities to
New Ross

Gresham

The Staffords have since
sold their New Ross fertiliser
factory and have moved on to
the more lucrative fields of
property speculation. They
own the Gresham Hotel in
Dublin which they see as a
property situation and plan on
sclling or developing it next
year. They are also planning
major developments in Tara
Street and their development
it Earlsfort Terrace is under
way. Property dealings by the
Staffords have extended as far
afield as Brussels and Paris.
They are also the holders of
onc of the few E.E.C. road
haulage licences granted to
Irish firms. And they recently
announced that they are
joining  the
speculation race

Traditionally backers of
Fianna Fail, the family has
received odd cultural plums.
Mrs. J. J. Stafford (senior)
was, for Instance, a member
of the Censorship Board for
some years and the senior Mr

worked

offshore oil,

there until

courtship of Brendan Corish
was designed towards using
him as a lever in ing dire
industrial relations situations
met by the family in their
Wexford operations

Although the Staffords have
skipped in opportune fashion
out of Wexford Harbour, the
New Ross fertiliser factory
and, now, Fine Wool Fabrics
they can expect State backing
again for their new ventures

Large employers of local
labour they wield con-
siderable local pressure
When, for instance, Fine Wool
wecre fined for polluting
Wexford Harbour with ef-
fluent dyes more than local
conservationists were alar-
med. Only a nominal fine was
imposed. the cffluent con
tinued to be discharged and
put at risk a unique local in-
dustry — that of mussel
fishing in the harbour — on
which 70 jobs in a local can-
nery depended. Fortunately,
and no thanks to the Staffords,
the fishing in the harbour
continues

Question

The failure of the Tanaiste,
Mr. Brendan Corish, to save
Fine Wool Fabrics by
organising State intervention

amongst the worklorce is

what is to become of Bren
dan's second son, Philip
Philip is cmployed as a

production manager at Finc
Wool

Eycbrows were raised when
he took up the post two years
ago. He had previously
worked as a clerk in Martins
Travel Agency in Stillorgan
and his sudden transformation
into a production manager in a
tweed mill raised somc odd
jokes

It was generally accepted
that the Fine Wool post was
nothing more than an in
cidental for Philip who is in his
mid-twenties. The main
reason for bringing him back
to Wexford was to help with
his father constituency
““confessional” work

The presence of Philip at
Fine Wool did, however, give
workers there a sense of
security. They felt that
Brendan Corish would hardly
slot his political understudy
into a dying concern. They
were mistaken and they are
now left to wonder whether
Philip will join them in the
dole queue or whether another
plum will be found for the
future T.D

The Staffords and the
Corishes will not starve when
Fine Wool closes down. The

tae Mayco Plasties plant in and Mrs. Victor Stafford were  has come in for much g
¥ = > 5 — a a spectre of unemployment will
Ballina began on Tuesday. | ® Matt Larkin, General | close fricnds of Jack and criticism. The question now mot hang too heavily upon @ Brendan Corlsh: fallure at
The workers who are |Secretary, N.A.T.O. Maurcen Lynch. Their becing sarcastically asked them 1 Fine Wool.
members of the Irish
Transport and General

Workers’ Union have been
on strike for more than a
week.

The dispute arose [rom the
dismissal without notice of a
lorry driver. The
management claimed that

SIX OTHER NAVANS

two weeks previously the
driver had been “caught’’
clocking In another worker's

card.
The strikers say that If the
driver was “caught” then
the man should have been
informed on the occasion of ®

the offence, that the person
who “caught” him should
come forward and glve
evidence against him and
that the factory shop
steward should, In ac-
cordance with standard
rocedure, have been In-

Six further mineral deposits as valuable as the
ore body at Navan have been discovered by the
peo-chemical survey team of the Agricultural
[nstitute. The value of the Navan ore in its
unrcfined state has been calculated to exceed £2

exploration licences will, within the next year
e granted to companics who will exploit the oil
and gas deposits.
ting of a licence to Tara Mines is
being looked upon as a matter of urgency by the

resources was not among the Coalition’s pre

clection 14 point programme. Neither did i
figure in Fianna Fail’s policy. The question of
mineral resources was not an issuc in the last or

any of the previous general elections. The people

ormed of the case before
the worker was dismissed.
They are to Insist on the
driver's reinstatement
pending investigation of the
affair by a Rights Com-
missloner from the Labour
Court.

Management claim that their

obligation towards the
Unlon was fulfilled by thelr
Informing the Branch

Secretary, Mr. John Rellly
and another official from
Sligo, of their Intention to
dismiss the worker.

— v v

e o o B

billion — its presence under the ground was
discovered by the Agricultural Institute on a
hudget of a mere £2,000 according to Dr. Tom
Walsh. Dircctor of the Institute.

The new discoverics have brought added
significance to the attitude of the Government on
who should own. exploit. and benefit from the
mincral deposits on land and the offshorc oil and
gas deposits. Gabinet thinking on the matter was
Jaid barc in an intervicw with the Minister for
Industry and Commerce, Mr. Justin Keating,
published in The Irish Times.

State ownership and State development of our
resources is not on. A licence for the exploitation
of the Navan deposit will shortly be granted to
‘Tara Mines Lid. and a number of exclusive

B e

Government. ““I want to see the whole situation
in regard to that ore body in the middle of Co.
Mcuth resolved as quickly as possible with the
perfeetly simple objective that the stuff should
bt got aut of the ground and make some money
both for some private individuals and also for the
State — indeed, o make as much moncy as
possible.” snys Mr. Keating.

He feels that total public ownership “daes not
correspond with the wishes of the peaple of
Ireland. as expressed throu, o number of
political partics, on the basis ol the programme
by which the Goyernment was elected, and on
the known opinions of politicians of all shades.'"

The Minister is correct in stating that the
exploitation by the State of our mineral

A

of the country have in fact never been asked to
decide on whether they wanted our mineral
resources retained for development by the State
or handed over by the Government for the use
nd benewit of concerns such as Tara, Nor
thgate. Silvermines, Marathon Oil, B P
Petroleum, cte., cte

Nor has Mr. Keating or the Government any
wtention of giving the people a chance to decide
He would view a referendum as a costly thing
“A referendum is lime-consuming and  ex
pensive if you actually quantified it, not just in
what the State spends but in the time of the
people involved in doing it It is a very large
undertaking and one doesn't do it lightly,” says
the Minister
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® Dolours (left) and Marion Price:

Corporal Foxford.

THE FOXFORD

a welcome boost from

PRECEDENT

The campaign for the return
ol the Price sisters recelved
a welcome boost last week

from a most unexpected
source — the British legal
system. By returning
Corporal Francis Foxford

from the North to a prison in
Britain to serve a three-vea
sentence for Killing a 12
year-old Newry boy, the
British authoritics
recognized that there is a
pmprecedent for transferring
prisoners from one jail to
another for certain reasons.
Corporal Foxford, of the
Royval Hampshire
Regiment, was transferred
from Belfast to Liverpool
| prison a matter of hours
* after the *‘guilty” verdict
was announced hy Mr.
Justice Kelly. No official
reason was given for his
transfer but press men were
{ advised that “it is believed
that the authorities fear
reprisals against Foxford if
he remains in Northern
Ircland™.
The press were also informed
! that Foxford's wife suffered
. badly under the strain of the
trial and that she gave birth
to. their second child
prematurely. It was,
therefore,  for  ‘‘com
passionate™ grounds that
the corporal was moved.
Mrs. Foxford liv at  the
Royal Ham
Regimental  Headguarters
In Winchester, only a short
distance from the court in
which the Price sisters were
found gullty. But their
requests for a transfer to a

prison In the North on
compassionate  grounds
have been flatly refused.

Compassion Is a very
sclectlve process In British
polities.

In another stroke of com-
passion two days after his
sentence Corporal Foxford
was released on ball pen-
ding his up‘l)n-;lL There Is no
precedent for granting ball
under  the
Provislons Act and has
been  suggested that the
Corporal’s sudden release
was to avold any further
vmbarrassment on the
Price sisters Issue,

This theory Is strengthened by
the f[net that Foxford's
appeal case was heard In
seeret, It was not announced
beforchand and the result
was released to the press
the doy after the appeal was
heard. He was already
released when the decision
was made public.

Bail was granted, it Is
reported, because Foxford
was previously of good
character and “‘the vietim
ol clrcumstances’’,
Although he admitted
shooting  dend  12-year-old
Kevin Heatley in Derrybeg

fimcr’;(mcy
t

-

® Corporal Francls Fox-
ford: ‘fired dellberately from
the hip’, gaoled and balled.

Park, Newry, in February,
1973, he not charged
with murder — merely with
“unlawiully killing™ the
boy

And now Foxford walks a free
man in  Winchester. The
Winchester Eight remain
behind bars in various parts
of England. They have not
asked to be released,
merely to be transferred to
prisons in the North.

As one Newry mother said at
the week-end: “‘Perhaps if
they had gone armed into a
working-class
estate in England and fired
deliberately from the hip at
a twelve-year-old boy and
Killed him, their case could
be reviewed on  com-
passionate grounds’'.

Speeches made in the past
fortnight by Northern
Ircland’s Secretary for State
Merlyn Rees scem to presage
moves on internment and the
recognition of Provisional
Sinn Fein. Rees has stressed
agnin and again the nced to

allow all'to play their part in
political action® These
speeches probably herald the
Labour initlative in the
present position in the North

Rees spent his first few
weeks reiterating the  solid
Tory stands on all issues from
the constitutional position of
Northern Ireland to the issue
of internment. Undoubtedly
the minority Labour Govern
ment haye one main priority
when it comes to Northern
Ireland — to keep it as far
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Electricity sparks new
price increases

The price of all home
produced goods in the North
will rise-by at least an ad-
ditlonal 5§ per cent from next
‘month. s Increase will be
extra on all other price rises
and It Is the rosult of a little
known declislon taken recently
by the Minister of Commerce,

Jol ume.

According to Mr, Hume the
Government-owned Northern
Ireland Electricity Service
needs what he calls “an
economic price structure”. To
obtain this he has declded to
increase the, price of elec-
tricity by bcllccn 60 per cent
and 100 per cent for Industry
and by 35 per cent for
domestic consumers.

Pass on

A local spokesman for the
Confederation of British In.
dustry says that the Increased
clectricity charges for In-
dustry will mean at least an
additional 3 per cent on the
price of all finished goods.

This 5 per cent Is the
direct responsibility of Mr.
Hume because on the same
day that the electricity price
increases were announced, he
said in the Assembly that the
only way to solve the financlal
problems of the N.LE.S. was
to pass their current defleit on
to the public

He did not announce the
price increases himsell — he
left that job to Mr. John
Gaston, the Commercial
Director of the N.LLE.S,

The question now belng
asked about Mr. Hume's
decision is why did he decide
to pass the burden on to the
consumer rather than absorb
it by Government action?

Oil price

In the Assembly he rightly
pointed out that over 80 per
cent of the fuel used (o
generate clectricity In  the
North is oil, and he also rightly
pointed out that the price of oil
has risen steeply In the past
few months.

But what Mr. Hume did not
point out was that on the same
day as the electricity price
increases  were announced,
the biggest supplier of oll to
the North's power stations,
British Petroleum, announced
that its profits for last year
were over £310 million.

And what the Minister also
failed to point out was that the
people he works for — the
British Government — are
major sharcholders in BP,
owning nearly half the shares.

from the centre of the West-
minster stage ns possible. It is
when it comes to the strategy
which will gain this aim that
some difference Is descernible
between Tories and Labour

Rees, urged on by his
S.D.L.P. advisors, is inclined
to recognise Provisional Sinn
Fein and allow it function in
the open. The background
reusoning here Is that with
legal bars and military
harassment abolished the
more political-minded of the
Provisionals can be tempted
into the parliamentary and
clectoral arenas. This in turn
would sharpen tensions within
the Provisionals between the
military and political wings
and possibly resultin a split. It
would also remove one of the
immediate justifications

This means that electriclty
rice Increases are now belng
passed on to the Northern
consumer to keep up the
profits of a company In which
their Government has a major
Interest. The consumer must

y an Immediate 55 per cent
ncrease on his domestic fuel
bill with the promise of
another rise soon. And then
there Is the additional 5 per
cent on the price of all finished
products. All this Is to make
sure that BP exceed £310
milllon profit next year.

Mr. Hume has suggested
that it would be unreasonable
to expect the Government to
meet or wipe out these in-
creased electricity charges.
But only two weeks ago he
announced in Stormont that he
will compensate the North’s
flve private gas companies for
flnancial losses n the two
years ending 1975,

Dery

The companles concerned
supply gas In Enniskillen,
Derry, Dungannon, Por-
tadown and Armagh.

In Britain another
precedent was set recently.
The newly  appointed
Secretary for Energy, Mr.
Eric Varley, announced that
he was writing off the National
Coal Board’s deficit for the

current financlal year
estimated at about {150
million.

Rather than write off the
estimated deficit of £30m. for
the N.LE.S., Mr. Hume has
decided to pass it on to the
people of the North.

The net result will be a
greater financlal reward for
the British Government. But
then Mr. Hume works for the
British Government

® Merlyn Rees: moving on
Internment?

Rees to experiment
with internment?

By Our Political Correspondent

advanced by the Provisionals
for continuing their campaign.

The other main justification
for the Provisional campaign
Is Internment. Now that lEc
minority population is safely
under the leadership of the
S.D.L.P. the ;:rm\uur release
of internees would have the
effect of releasing even more
wir from the Provisionals
water-wings

Rees is tempted to at least
experiment in this arca as the
policy of gradual release can

almost Imperceptibly be
turned into one of gradual
Increase if circumstances

warrant

The first step will he the
legalisation of Provisional
Sinn 'Fein, a policy Rees
argued for while in opposition.

® John Hume: left job of announcing price Increases to John

S.AS. CAUSE OF
RED FACES

Gaston.

British
establishment
seem to be have a good
propaganda image and the
well laid plans are cooking
nicely, something goes wron
On March 18, the
Times
the byline of
Belfast ¢ the
newspaper > news content
of the story was that 40 or 50
S.AS. men had entered
Northern Ircland recently
The British Army rebuttal of
the story was not up to Col
Sillitoe's usual black
propaganda standard (was he
onleave? ) and admitted that
in substance. the facts were
correct

The Northern Ircland Civil
Rights Association pourcd
cold water on the rebuttal and
reasserted that S.AS. had
been operating in the North
since 1971 Possible  ex-
planation of the story is that
the normal complement of
S.A.S. men in the North were
duc for leave and trained
replacements moved in to
occupy the vacancies. Nor-
thern Ircland posting is un-
popular with the normal run of
S.AS. agents and they much
prefer the fleshpots “of the
Arabian Gulf Emirates, the
off duty pastimes are much
more rewarding there

Armagh SAS.

On March 19, continuing the
run of bad luck, the R.U.C

Every time the
Irish-Unionist

London
carried a story under
Robert

Fisk

Killed two S.AS. men in
County Armagh. Could the
story he Killed? Could the

story be kept under wraps?
The factors inhibiting a full
scale cover up, the suspicion
thatthe R.U.C. and the U.D R
ure badly penctrated by dis-
loyal 'loyalists’. the failure to
silence William Black (former
U.D.R. man who arrested an
S.AS. operative), the obvious
interest of the press following
the ‘Times' story, were too
many. A cover Story was
concocted and the news was
released at 10 a.m. on the 20th
The uncovering of Govern-
ment involvement in illegal
activity ranging from murder
through wounding to torture
and blackmail detracts from
the bell. book, and Bishops
candle attacks being mounted
against the satanic

® Kitson: ‘an (nformer (n

every street’.

Lerrorists’. Mr Merlyn Rees
advice to all Irishmen to turn
informer (fulfilling Kitson’s
advice ‘an informer in every
street and village') invites the
retort as to who is going to
inform on his terroris

Ask any citizen in a working
class Belfast street ‘who was
responsible for such and such
a Killing or bombing’ ten
out of ten will qualify their
answer with: “well ., . it could
be the Brits'

South Armagh has recently
been the scene of some
bombing tragedies, including
the van bomb which killed
several young men near
Newry. In the light of past and
present  undercover  British
activity some questions arise
Last year a Warrenpoint man
waos Killed when he went to
recover his hi-jacked car near
Crossmaglen. He had cheeked
With the R.U.C. and the
British Army and had been
assured that the car had been
tharoughly examined for
bomb or booby trap. Similarly
the van which exploded and
Killed the youths near Newry
had been” reported to and
examined by the Military.

Paisley fears

There are three parties to
the conflict in Northern
Ireland and the ruling one has
become very adept at
provocation. Mr. Paisley has
expressed fears for his life
not from the Proves but from
the SAAS
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® IUs an ill wind . . .

shock horr

IS THAT
A FACT?

There was a spate of recognitions last week. The
Taoiseach recognised. for the st time, that Britain
was part of the United Kingdom although back
benchers in the Dail hud expressed grave reservations
about Berwick-on-Tweed

Later more recognitions were forthcoming when it
was officially announced that uniformed divisions of
the British Army had been operating on a considerable
scale in the North for the past four years. Provisional
Sinn Fein, who also hope to be officially recognised in
the near future, claim that they have been telling us
this all along

Mr. Merlyn Rees, the Labour Secretary of State for
the North has also officially recognised the Unionist
Pary \ v legitimate political
organisation. Although it has
been rumoured that ho intends

[ERes ]

Priceless Anne had the wind put up her yesterday.
The Incldent happened as the Priceless and her

L Explalning how the Incident happened the Secretary
for Northern Ireland, Mr, Merlyn Rees, sald that

to olficially gnise other
political parties he refused to
comment at this stage except
that his government was
prepared to recognise Mr
Gerry Fitt now and then

husband were returning from a British Army function
at Gosford Park as part of thelr state visit to County
Armagh.

As they were travelllng along the Mall In Mowhan
they were ambushed by the Provisional wing of the
R.U.C. who only last week kllled two British soldiers in
the same area. In a statement [ssucd In Belfast last
night the R.U.C. accepted responsibllity sald that the
struggle will go on. The statement was signed by P. O
Flanagan, Runal.

In a speech in the House of Commons last night the
leader or(hc S.A.S., Mr. Harold Wilson, denled that
Priceless Anne was on plain clothes duty In the area.
She was wearing the British Royalty regulation ar-

Mowhan Is on the main road from Buckingham Palace
to Sandringham and that the royal couple had simply
no alternative route. He promised to outlaw the R.U.C
as soon as possible, but he pointed out that there were a
Iot of dangerous men In their ranks and he named
Special Branch man McKinney as an example.

although Mr. Wilson did not
know him personally

Mr. Rees would not com-
ment as to which branch of the
Unionist Party he recognised

photograph as proof.

The Government’s decision o
make contraceptives available only
to married people has caused a split
in the Cabinct. Mr.  Michael
O'Leary, a well known single man,
has pointed out that he is being
discriminated against. He has
refused to accept an assurance by
the Taoiseach, Mr. Cosgrave, that
other members of the Cabinct can
always buy them for him.

Mr. O’Leary is to raise the matter
in the Dail today and he is expected
to ask if the new bill entitles Dr
Conor Cruise O'Brien to a double
supply of contraceptives. Pcople

ticles of clothing, he sald, and he produced the above

as E. Heath.

CONTRA OLEARY

their marriage certificates at a
brisk rate

In o special message to the Irish
people last night Mr  Brendan
Corish appealed to the young women
of Ircland to rally round behind the
Government to sclect someonc 1o
marry Michael O'Leary as scon as
passible so thal he can enjoy this fine
picce of legislation.

The new bill will mean that most
bombs and incendiary devices can
now be made only by marricd men
This immediately led the Govern
ment to release all single prisoners
from Portlaoise prison

Meanwhlile the Priceless herself has Issued a the Harry W Unionists
special royal statement on the affair. She sald “‘My (UUUC) who did not
husband and 1" and pointed out that they were both reCognise Mr Brian
half shot at the time the Incident took pl he sald Faulkner the Assembly
that she was glad that they had both emerged with Unionists  (U) who did A
clear rounds but she did wish that as many as twenty recognise Mr. Faulkner, or
clear rounds had not been fired at them. the Uncertain Unionists (UU)

An unemployed Englishman of no fixed abode will who were not sure who Mr
appear In court later today. He was named last night Faulkner was

Meanwhile in the House of
Commons, Mr William
Whitelaw was recognised by
the cleaning lady in the Gents
Lavatory, and Mrs, Stagg
recognised her husband

in an identity parade

at Cullybackey RUC station

E g where he was later charged
o with planting 200 Ibs. of

® Michuel ; potatoes in a nearby field

10 L}:'I-'R‘- an ‘_“I‘"‘ o Mr. Stagg refused o

n SHOWRHCADINCES recognise the court

Swords, Santry

~
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATIONS

with two marriage certificates were
making small fo ‘uncs on the black
market last night and it is reported
that old age por s were selling

1t is now thought likely that the
Government is consicll
il those who are single

IN SWORDS, affillated to
sociation of Combined
idents’ Assoclatlons,
got together to hold a
public meeting In the town

ring banning

action on

on Wednesday, March 27, at

Other resdlutions down o)

The annual general meeting

Movement takes place in the Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin, on
Sunday, April 7, commencing at 2.30 p.m
Formerly the Common Market Defence Campaign. the S M
has remained in existence by broadening its constitution to
L4 include all matters of national interest and changing its name to

suits its enlarged role

Since the Common Market referendum in May, 1972, the
Sovereignty Movement has concerned itselfl with the national
issue whilckeeping a watching brief on Ireland’s progress in the

i Common Market.

The two main motions down for discussion at the annual
general meeting reflect this dual interest. The primary motion
re-affirms the importance of a demand which the Sovereignty
Movement first introduced into the national political scene — a
declaration of intent from Britain on disengagement from

Ireland

Tabled by the Exccutiv
the motion notes that “the rool
cause of conflict in the North
is the interference in Irish
affairs by the British
Government, whereby 1t
claims the right to exercise
sovereignty over part ol
Ireland.

A wide ranging motion on
the E.E.C, concludes that it is
cssential for the Government
1o “*concert a policy to defend
our national interests and the

8.00 p.m. to discuss the
mortgage strike currently in
progress in the area. Local
T.D.s have been invited to

attend as well as Vioncent

roun Manning, Andy Conlon and
Brian Sheridan of A.C.R.A.

Since the beginning of the

strlke the houscholders of
Swords have played an
active partin the campalg
people from the area have
taken part in pickets on

Building Soclety premises
organised by A.C.F a
large contingent attended
——— e the mass rally held In
Dublin’s Manslon House,
two residents of Swords are
members of ALC.R.A.'s
mortgage committee and
Swords has the distinction of

of the Irish Sovereignty

This county by county
series is infended fo
illustrate the degree to
which  lIreland s being the frst place In
dependent on foreign- which a clvil bill has been
owned industry. seryed on a  mortgage

Foreign Cos.
in Ireland

Name of Company Location Prodoct

3 March, the
FIELD PARK
I SNTS' ASSOCIA-

1965 by plan  to hold
cxpanded 1971 4 public meeting In  the
Assembly Hall, Shanliss

Date
production

Stradbally Mink Fors

Vasa Mink
Mr, C, E. foglund, Vasa).
Irish Interests.

livelihood of Irish workers and
farmers to the utmost and not
allow itself be further misled
by the myths of
“Europeanism' which are so
rapidly proving illusory ti
those who have believed in

discussion deal with civil
Iiberties in the South, mineral
resources, the Boul proposils
and the foree-feoding of thi
Price sisters.

Harp Testiles Lid. Avenue, (o formally launch

(Wolspenneri] de Phosnlx N.V.
Tilburg).

e knil fabric its all-out ground ront

M Woven decoratlve textlles strike.

\ Both members nd  non-
members on the 1,500 house
estate In the Ballymuns
Santry area are invited to
uttend, About 1,000
houscholds on  the estate
have been paying between
V10 and V12 annual ground
rent (o the Irish Life
Assurance Company.

Ratbdowney k 1) Fancy worsted ‘yarns 1971
21 D,




