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Contraceptives:
why the Bishops

What is the Catholic Hierarchy aiming at in its
statement on the confraception issue? That is the
question that puzzles parents, politicians,
theologians and people from all walks of life
following the shock statement by the Hierarchy
condemning contraception as morally wrong.

One element in the statement by the Bishops shows that they
do not feel it possible to prevent a law legalising contraceptives
being passed in the near future. For the first time ever the Irish
Hierarchy has stated unequivocally that what the Church
considers to be morally wrong need not be banned by the State.
*‘No change in State law can make the use of contraceptives
wmorally rfg “since_what is wrong in itself remains wrong,
regardless of what State law says’’.

=1t does not follow, of course, that the State is bound to
importation and sale of contraceptives”.
at the Hierarchy actually want is to Influence the law
which will legalise the use of contraceptives. By next April the
vast majority of people living in the Republic will have free
Yaepitalisation &5 a right. A law which merely legalises the
possession and use of contraceptives will not mean thal & K
to L amily Planning clinics will automatically become an en-
forceable right of individual parents.

Strong Catholic influence

said ‘No’

made ‘‘more difficult’ for the youth: the “link" between con-
traception and abortion is mentioned as a “significant’ factor.
The statement then goes on to speak of the ‘‘contraceptive
mentality” of certain unnamed ‘‘Western societies™.

The final point made Is the suggestion that the degree of in-
convenience which the present law and practise causes to people
of other religious persuasions and the effect on “attitudes
towards the reunification of Ireland’’ might not be as significant
as to justify changing either.

The aim of the Hierarchy in exercising its right to intervene in
the debate at this point when Senator Mary Robinson’s Bill'is on
its way through the Senate is thus made. The present law may
be changed only in such a manner which will allow for the

continuation of the present practi
where the Catholic presence exists

e in all maternity hospitals

@ Cardinal Conway, Primate of All Ireland, the most Im-

portant member of the Irish Hierarchy.

Will the disruption of E.S.B. services be
ible for

the of a further

2 \ r
A strong Catholic influence exists on the Board of Governors i . VAl e KT 1 TeReE, National Wages Agreement? This is the
of the three main maternity hospitals in Dublin, Holles St., the question which opponents of pay
Rotunda and the Coombe Hospitals. On the Board of two of these | 3 wagreements are attempting to answer this
hospitals the local Catholic Parish Priest sits as a member and week.

‘ on all three Catholic influence is powerful enough to delay or Whether the real causes of the power
entirely prevent the establishment of Family Planning clinics ll;:m:knuxs emerge‘s frton;’ zhelru:l: talks now
with contraceptive facilities. progress remains to be seen. However as

A mere legzxfislng of contraceptives, therefore, will not change far as the ‘man in the street’ in concerned
the situation very dramatically. Family Planning will be they were caused by irresponsible elements
available, as at present, to those who can afford private within the E.S.B. work force.
treatment while the vast majority of working class mothers will The absence of an effective Industrial
have difficulty in getting the expert advice needed for the proper :ﬂ:::lorgnssruc:z;c \:}llt;ﬂnrzl;tssn!;ugz!sexlr}x‘l;

| use of contraceptive devices. state Ry

: Thoul the Hierpnrchy is determined to fuel a public political % y management to have normal negotiations

i debate on the issue to qualify whatever legislation is to be on a legitimate claim have been Ignored.

' passed by the Dail is clear from the main question that is put in Also ignored is the possibility that the bullish
the statement: ‘What effect would the increased availability of resistance of the Board to negotiate could

| contraceptives have on the quality of life in the Republic of [ V£ y :lﬂ\l/:c:e:ndm:}l‘(:’l:’ ggil]c:cl?tedh}? ca:x‘se ‘:he
Ireland?"’ | B | S an public attention

Beneath the careful archiepiscopal prose of the reply given by Q2 o | ; A from serious management shortc?mlngs
the Bishops is the clear suggestion that the legalising of con- A regarding and

) traceptives opens the floodgates to moral degeneration on a i y which would have caused powercuts even if
national scale. The ‘‘environment for moral living”" will be B2t . aig 7 2R strikes had never occurred.

the city that

‘ The Lord Mayor of Cork,
Senator Patrick Kerrigan, last
week assured ratepayers in

there

can be assumed that he ex-
pects it to come from cenlr@l
funds. This might also satisfy

was no some of Cork's ratepayers but

® Mr. 0

e

.

question of their having to
he cost of repairing and
ating many of 4the
dwellings built by Sisk Con-*
@rtmn Systems Ltd. for thes
ational Building Agency at
Togher, ,"Mayfield and " the
Glen

The Lord Mayor did not say
who was going to pay but it

- 4

before the working people of
the country have paid for it
through their income tax
perhaps the Senator as Cork's
leading citizen might answer
the following questions.

Is the Lord Mayor satisfied
with the results of the in-
vestigation carried out by a
British expert commissioned

by the N.B.A. on the orders of
the Minister for Loca
Government? Does he deny
that defects other than those
noted by this expert exist? A
departmental press release
said the British expert had
examined and had ‘‘found
some, defects'” in some
houses: Does the Lord Mayor
know of even one house
examined by the expert
during his apparently secret
investigation? Even if the
defects noted by the expert
are the only ones which exist
can the Lord Mayor say who is
responsible for these defects?

What has the Lord Mayor to
say about the defects listed by

In any case the chorus about ‘“small but
powerful sections of the trade union
movement holding their fellow workers up
to ransom’” has already commenced. The
Galway Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry were playing It last week with
Nortgate Exploration’s General Manager,
Mr. Dave Fitzgerald, acting as lead tenor.

Similar bodles as well as a number of Trade
Union leaders can be expected to chime in
during the next few weeks. Crescendo will
not be reached, however, until some
package for a new pay agreement emerges
from discussions now In progress under
the auspices of the employer/labour con-
ference. Then opponents of pay agreements
will, whether they deserve it or not, be
pigeonholed as favouring ‘‘small but
powerful sections holding their fellow
workers (or the national economy) up to
ransom’’,

It was fear of such groups, be they mythical

independent experts on the or otherwise, that was largely responsible
RTE programme En- for the of the two previ
terprise”? Mr. Whelan, ar- national pacts. The first one came fast on

chitect of the schemes, had an
investigation carried out on
his behalf by the Institute for
Industrial Research and
Standards. Can the Lord
Mayor explain why the fin-
dings of this investigation
never saw the light of day?
What has the Lord Mayor to
say to the allegations that at
least 2 million has been lost
or strayed in the construction
of the dwellings? These
allegations have been made
not by striking tenants but by
the Lord Mgyor's
(Continued on page 3)

the heels of the maintenance dispute — the
maintenance men being the original
“‘ransom seekers’’,
Although many workers recognised that
fonal agr d to self-
castration the fear of being left behind in a
iree-for-all situation made them satisfled
with being eunuchs.

The opponents of a new pay agreement have
recognised that this fear exists and have
made it cleat that they are seeking (1) a
statutory national minimum wage for all
workers, (2) a national minimum increase
for everyone, and, (3) that those In a
position to do so be allowed to fight for
more.

(Continued on page 2)
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LABOUR DIFFERENCE?

One assessment of the Monaghan by-
election scene agreed upon by the political
commentators is that there is now no dif-
ference between the major parties. Already
Labour fears have been expressed at the
apparent willingness of some Labour
Ministers to sink the identity of their party
in the emerging Coalition party.

If there is no difference between Fianna
Fail and Fine Gael is it not conceivable that
Labour, in certain circumstances, could
switch its support either as a neutral or a
partner to a Fianna Fail administration?
That circumstance could be the prospect of
a better deal on Labour’s policy of
nationalising the mines than Fine Gael
seems willing to concede at the moment.

Fianna Fail’s receipt of Labour’s sup-
port or benevolent neutrality would be
conditional on a public undertaking not to
force the Minister for Industry and Com-
merce to give away the two billion pounds of
mineral wealth presently owned by the Irish
people at Navan.

Of course, if Fianna Fail wanted to hand
over oil and natural gas resources to
Senators Paddy McGrath or Alexis Fit-
zgerald Fine Gael might come up with
another points programme which Labour
could support. And so on. The prospect is
fascinating. What about it, Brendan?

ACTION, PLEASE

f‘\—.The mortgage strike organised by the

Association of Combined Residents’
Associations, now in its second month, has
attracted massive support in Dublin’s
suburbs.

The Building Societies have responded to
the fall off in weekly income by increasing
advertising to attract more investment. In
doing so they add to the grievances of those
who must eventually foot the bill — the
ordinary householder buying the roof over
his family’s head.

The Government has decided to allow the
bank rate to fluctuate according to the ebb
and flow of sterling fortunes. It cannot or
will not prevent the increasing mortgage
burden which the weekly wage packet is
expected fo bear.

What the Government can do, however, it
has not done. Meet with ACRA and the
Building Societies and work out a solution
before the strike reaches critical propor-
tions.

Perhaps the Government awaits the
report of the National Prices Commission
before acting in this matter. If so, it should
say as much. A statement now could save
the thousands of pounds presently being
spent on overkill advertising by the
Societies.

GOOD NEWS

News from Portlaoise Prison during the
week confirms that relations between
political prisoners there are much im-
proved.
Good news.

Waiting
for the
taxman

NITRO, ICTU and other
organisations who have
been campaigning for an
upward adjustment in in-
come tax allowances will
have to wait until budget
day, 1974, before knowing
whether their demands have
been heeded.

Replying to a question in
Leinster House, Finance
Minister Richie Ryan sald:

n Ard Fhels in Liberty Hall. Addressing the

**Adjustments in the income | & ~ &
tax personal allowances and @ A general view of the platform during the Sinn Fel
reliefs are  primarily Llclu};:li;lcs (foreground) Is Seamus Costello, Chalrman, Bray Urhan Commissioners.

budgetary matters and, as
such, are reviewed annually
at the appropriate time with
other demands on Ex-
chequer resources. I cannot,
at this stage, give any In-
dication of what proposals
the next budget may or may
not contain.”

It was widely expected that
the Minister, as part of the
campaign to have a further

Important definition on
physical force

By Our Political Correspondent

National Wages Agreement
accepted, would this month
make an announcement of
his intention to raise tax-
free allowances. Any wage
increases granted under a
new agreement will be
subject to income tax.

Did E.S.B.
engineer
power
strike ?

(Continued from page 1)
No indication is yet available
of when proposals will emerge
from the employer/labour
discussions. A bare month
remains before 88,000 workers
are due for a new wage round.
How the conference proposes
to overcome this time shor-
_tage is not known. It could well
happen that the 88,000 will be
asked to wait for any increase
until well into the New Year —

The most significant aspect
of last week’s Sinn Fein Ard
Fheis was the definition by
President Tomas Mac Giolla
of the circumstances in which
Republicans believed the use
of physical force to be
justified.

That definition, given in the
course of his presidential
address, takes on the form of a
challenge to Cruise O'Brien on

the controversial issue of
violence in politics. ating
that  Sinn  Fein never

disallowed the right of people
to use physical force, Mac
Giolla went on to give a
definition of the use of force as
defined at the Labour Party
Conference of 1972

The Mac Giolla statement
on the Sinn Fein position
represents a significant
contribution to the continuing
debate on violence in politics
and relates back to the Mac
Giolla/O’Brien clash on that
and other issues before Cruise
O’Brien became a Govern-
ment Minister.

Mac Giolla said: “We are a

say now that the people have
no right to use physical force
at any time. To say so would
be to say that the people must
always leave themselves at
the mercy of the state and
imperialist forces.

““We believe that people
have a legitimate right to
defend themselves when force
is used against them and our
members in the Six Counties
were continually guiding,
advising and organising the
people to defend their homes
and communities when under
attack. They did not, how
advocate a military campaign
and indeed continuously op-
posed such a strategy. We
were very glad to see that the
Labour Party in 1972 rejected
the Conor Cruise O’'Brien

policy and recognised the
right of people to defend
themselves against in-
ternment, torture and
repression.

“The people of the North
have already proved that they
are prepared to fight for their
rights in a peaceful and
democratic but militant way

they know and have proved
that political methods of mass
action can achieve many of
them and can leave the enemy
almost powerless to oppose
them.”

N.I.T.R.O. on
the lump

A resolution calling on the
Minister for Finance to make

all contractors liable for
cnsuring that sub-contractors
operate a P.AY.E stem
w passed at the National
Convention of the National
Income Tax Relief
Organisation held last
eke:

Speakers said that this could
be a means towards ending
the lump system as well as
ensuring that all sums paid to
sub-contractors would be
liable for taxation.

Other resolutions called for
the raising of the personal tax
free allowance to £600, an
allowance of £1,200 for
married couples, pensioners,
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a guarantee of retrospection | political organisation whose
to January 1 being un- | methods of struggle are
derstood. militant political action at

.street, local government and
parliamentary level. We do
not advocate a strategy of
obtaining our ends by physical
force or military means. But
we have never said and do not

However I.C.T.U. leaders and
the Employer bodies might
plump for a hurried package
believing that workers,
sickened by the E.S.B.
disruption and several weeks
of depleted pay packets, would
accept any apparently
reasonable deal.

Drogheda

Twenty-three out of 200 houses, to be built at Rathmullen by
Drogheda Corporation, will house elderly people when com-
pleted. A further 150 houses will be constructed in the second
phase of the scheme, which will incorporate well equipped
playing fields and a linear park. There are 233 people on the
Drogheda Housing List at present.

Armagh

rhe joint problem of lack of recreational facilities has brought
the Drumarg and D’Alton housing estates together in a united
for a new centre.

The campaign committee has rejected a suggestion that a
central building would adequately serve the needs of all areas of
the city and forecast thata local community centre would act as
astabilising and unifying Influence within the two estates.

Locally provided facilities would particularly benefit elderly
tenants, unable to travel far from their homes.

Killybegs

Pollution of the water has reached a pitch that hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of fish landed could be left unsold and
the flsh processing industry severely damaged. The Killybegs
Water Consumers Committee stated that the water supply was
completely unfit for human consumption and emergency
measures to deal with the problem have been demanded.

Enniscrone

Concern at the proposed cut-back in drift net licences has
spurred Jishermen In the Ballina: Enniscrone area to campalgn
In defence of thelr livellhoods. A branch of the Natlonal
Iishermen’s Defence Assoclation will shortly be formed at a
meeting In Ennlserone, open to all fishermen of the reglon,

Jimmy 0'Connor, secretary of the N.F.D.A., will address the
mecting,

widows, or widowers with
children; an allowance of £200
per child; equal income tax
allowance for married
working women and a £200

and they have also proved that
they are prepared to defend
themselves physically when
attacked. But they are ob-
viously not prepared to
engage on a purely military housekeeper allowance

campaign as a method of On tax evasion it was
achieving their aims when proposed that fines be raised
to 15,000 in the case of com-
panies and £500 in the case of
self-employed persons.

Newcastle west

Members of the Desmond Credit Union, which is due to hola
its A.G.M. shortly, can expect the payment of a good dividend
this year. All debts are reported to have been cleared up and
assets now stand at £8,071.

Membership of the Union is 149.

Carraroe
A receiver-manager has been appointed for the firm of C. P.
[coranta, which i in the production of plastic Ided

constructian kits.

As reporfed in a previous issue of the IRISH PEOPLE,
workers e factory had been apprehensive of lay-offs,
l by company directors that a close-down was In
s of redundancy had caused the original work
torce of 120 ?,‘drop to 75.

In 1972 the company received a large grant from Gaeltarra
Lircann whicHfowns 5,200 shares.

Mornington

Six lishermen opposed to a five day cut In the fishing season
under a new bye-law went fishing during the extended closed
season in protest,

The six men, all from Mornington, a fishing village near
Drogheda, appeared In court charged with fishing within the
closed season on August 8-10 this year,

The case was adjourned untll November 30.

Navan

Ihe Nuvan branch of the Electrical Trades Unlon, In co-
operation With the Trades Councll, Is to carry out a card check of
all house bullding sites In the town, In a bid to organise non-
unionised labour. Mr. Alan Brady of the E.T.U. stated that at
Ieistiour sites In the town employed non unlon labour,

-y al




Question on

Cork housing
scandal for
Lord Mayor

(Continued from Page 1)

predecessor, Councillor Sean

O’Leary, who has recently

been appointed by the

I\"Iinisler to the Board of the
A.

Councillor O’Leary sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Cork Corporation in 1970
which showed that by the
halfway stage of the scheme a
discrepancy of £2 million
existed. Does the Lord Mayor
see these millions coming
from the ratepayers of Cork or
from the tax paying public in
general?

Does Senator Kerrigan not
know that the economicrent of
the houses n ogher,
Mayfield, and the Glen will be
based on the cost (including
fiddles) of constructing the
houses? Does he know that it
is the tenants of these houses
who will have to pay the
economic rent thus
calculated? Does he deny that
the tenants of the three
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@ Mr. Dessle Creighton, shop steward, Irish Sugar Merchants.

Strike leader

alleges bribe

Che leader of ten workers who have been on
official strike for the past five weeks claims
that he has been offered £500 If he resigns
Irom the company. He Is Dessle Creighton,
shop steward at Irish Sugar Mercﬁnnu,
Abercorn Road, East Wall, Dublin,

The offer, he clalms, was made to himself
und another strlker by the company
manager, Mr. Thomas Keleghan,

[he ten men who are members of the
A.G.E. M.0.U. are seeking improved
working conditlons particularly the provision

{ ud help on delivery lorries.

are also ratep: S
to Cork Corporation? Who is
going to compensate those
tenants for what they have
suffered materially and
mentally up to now? What has
he to say to the parents of
children whose health has
been irreparably damaged by
conditions in the houses?

Serious?

Is the Senator serious in
asking the tenants to end their
rent strike without the
foregoing questions being
answered? Whether the
Minister for Local Govern-
ment has or has not “‘shown
himself to be a sincere per-
son” is irrelevant.

Speaking of rent strikes and
in view even of the N.B.A.
commissioned expert findings
does the Senator deny that the
tenants were justified in
striking in the past? Does he
agree that the City Manager,
in the name of Senator
Kerrigan and his corporation
colleagues, was justified in
dragging these unfortunate
tenants repeatedly through
the Courts? The next step will
be the committal of these

Drivers of the company’s ten-ton lorries are
at present pald £25.75 per week. No sick
scheme, service pay, pension scheme,
protective clothing or canteen faclilitles are
provided.

The company has so far shown no sign of

ding the workers’, ds. Some of the
directors have interests in similar companies

and these are keeping up the supply of sugar
to the customers of Irish Sugar Merchants.

The solution to the problem could lie In the
hands of workers at the Carlow, Tuam and
Fhurles sugar plants which supply these
companies. The strikers have been In touch
with shop stewards at these centres and are
hoping that lorries supplying the Irish Sugar
Merchants customers will be blacked.

Dessle Creighton believes that the £500 offer
made to him Is an effort by the Company to
getrid of a union militant. Although the work-
Yorce Is small it was strong enough to force
the company to concede a 50 per cent increase
to lorry helpers last July. Until then the
helpers were pald £14 per week.

Che manager Is In possession of tapes which
he has made of all discussions which he has
had with the workers. He has played them on
occasions and the workers say it will be a
settlement condition that bugging of con-
versations will In future be banned.

tenants to prison — will the
Lord Mayor allow this to be
done in his name?

Did the Lord Mayor
examine the remarks of an
*‘official spokesman’’ for the
Corporation last weekend?
The spokesman denied that
the cost of the schemes
(originally £6,272,569) would,
as tenants claim, reach £10.7
million. The latest figure,

Fiasco

happened to the 18 missing
dwellings which should have
been constructed according to The fact that
the original contract? Have
Sisk Construction Systems or
the National Building Agency
accounted to the Minister or to
the Corporation for these
missing dwellings?

made a
perative

public inquiry im-

Senator
Kerrigan is Lord Mayor of a
coalition dominated Cor-
poration and that a party
colleague is Minister for Local
Government should not deter
him from seeing that justice is
done.

Citizens of his city, the
unfortunate tenants of the
dwellings, have been respon-

according to the official, was
just over £8 million. The of-
ficial spokesman could not
understand how the tenants
could improve on this (£8m)
because they ‘‘did not even

have access to official
documents'’.

What do the official
documents on the matter

show? Why are they not
published?

Are any official documents
available which show what

xhe Dailmationsd

Finally will the Lord Mayor
say if and why he is opposed to
the holding of a public inquiry
into the whole fiasco? The
memorandum submitted by
his Coalition colleague, Sean
O’Leary, contained enough
evidence to justify the holding
of a public inquiry three years
ago. What has happened in the
intervening years has made a

bad situation worse and has

sible for exposing the scandal.

These citizens are not
responsible for the scandal
itself

It is the duty of the Lord
Mayor, the Corporation and
the Minister for Local
Government to ascertain just
who is responsible.

It is those who are
responsible and not the
tenants who should be facing
jail this week

V)ELWPOIL/

copmac duppe

|f ever the Testament quotation about seeing a
mote in someone else’s eye while ignoring the beam
in one’s own applied to anyone it must surely have
particular aptness for the Government of the 26
Counties at the moment.

Consider two recent moves by Goverment
representatives and judge for yourself. About a
month ago this statelet was a sponsor at the United
Nations of a resolution condemning South Africa
for failing to release political prisoners. The
resolution, co-sponsored by eight other states, also
criticised the treatment of political prisoners in
South African jails.

How unfortunate, then, for the 26-County
government that the four daily newspapers in the
State should publish exposes of the prison system,
including jails for political prisoners, within the
last week. Despite attempts by the Dept. of Justice.
to limit the scope of the reports and to muzzle the
reporters who visited the jails, all the reports
agreed on several important points: Irish jails are
out-dated, unhygienic, unhealthy and unsuited for
the rehabilitation of their inmates. Irish jails are
being used as punishment centres, rather than as
detention centres where rehabilitation of prisoners
should be carried on (detention in itself is supposed
to be sufficient retribution for whatever ““crimes’’
prisoners are alleged to have committed).

The reporters who visited the State’s jai
wrote the reports were not allowed to sp
prisoners. Some of the reporters
Portlaoise, where political prisoners e
the worst atmosphere and worst conditions:

Government gall

Yet the 26-County government has the gall to
condemn South Africa for its treatment of political
prisoners. Surely it should put its own house in
order before criticising another State, no matter
Eow valid the complaints against that State may

e.

Of course, reporting on prison conditions
without being allowed to consult the prisoners is
akin to describing hospital life without reference to
the illnesses and sufferings of the patienfs or
without their views on the hospitals in which they
are placed. Mr. Cooney is a past master In
sweeping unpleasantness under the carpet.

The second instance of official purblindness is
slightly more amusing. You will have read, of
course, of Dr. Garret FitzGerald’s revelation that
the 26 Counties disputes Britain’s claim to a hunk of
granite rising out of the North Atlantic, to wit
Rockall.

This same Minister, however, apparently
thinks little about disputing Britain’s claim to a
sizable chunk of our national territory, to wit the
Six Counties, and at this very moment is preparing
to recognise Britain‘s right to legislate for that part
of the national territory and to abandon its citizens
(Irish citizens, according to the 1937 Constitution)
to the tender mercies of British justice for many
years to come.

But then, Rockall, with its bird-droppings, is
more important to Dr. FitzGerald than any of the
six Irish counties and their inhabitants. The true
story of FitzGerald’s and the 26-County govern-
ment interest in Rockall will be told another day —

Is and
o

and it does not concern gull-shite.
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SWEET WAIL
OF

Another mining operator, Avoca Mines
Canada, walled about the end of the 20 year
tax holiday last week and at the same time
announced a net profit of 1.2 million dollars
for the first nine months of this year.

The Avoca profits will not be consldered

it lar. I it can r y be

expected that by December 30 the profit
figure will have reached at least 1.7 million
dollars.

Avoca Is a “marginal” operation and not In
the same league as Tynagh, Gortdrum and

Navan.
The has made a

government golntlng' out their “marginal”
endeavouring
treatment In the

position an:
special

1t will be ln’teroatlng to see how their case s

to the

to recelve
State's tax

spelled out. They have a better case than

the other companles.

These too are making joint
submissions on the damage
tax impositions will do to
them. But their arguments
of the benefit which has
accrued to the economy
from their operations bears
little examination.

The return to the state In ten
years of mining operations
by all the companies has
been a derisory £1.7 mlillion.
The economies which have
benefited from this coun-
try's mineral resources
have been those of Britain,
France, the United States
and Canada. By comparison
the Irlsh State’s £1.7m
amounts to little more than
loose change.

The ENTERPRISE
programme on how Zambla
wrested its resources back
from the mining
conglomerates will have
opened many eyes.

The Zambian situation was
different from the position
here, however. There the
companies had been
operating the mines for a
long period and could be
sald to have had a “legal”
right to them.

By contrast In the case of
Ireland’s largest known ore
deposit, avan, no
company has yet
received even a semblance
of a “Legal” right to the
mineral wealth. But the
government are now
negotiating with a company,
Tara Exploration, to glve
them such a right.

It was from a government-
sponsored geo-chemical
survey of Co. Meath that
Tara Exploration first
learned of the zinc-lead
mineralisation worth in
excess of £2 billion at
Navan. That was three
years ngo.

Two and a half years ago, on
March 31, 1971, Tara Ex-
ploration gave the govern-
ment an ultimatum. This
was that unless they
received a written promise
of the Navan lease within 24
hours they would close down
their existing mines. On

April 1 Tara got the letter
they had demanded.

This is what Tara still have, a
written promise. Not a
lease, not a right, legal or
otherwise.

So at the moment 100 per cent
ownership of the Navan
mineral deposits Is owned
by the State for the people.
The “‘promise’” which Tara
Exploration received on
Fools Day, 1971, is that
ownership will be tran-
sferred to them from the
people.

The Resources Protection
Campaign are calling on the
Government to retain

dependent and several
provincial newspapers are
owned by Mr. Tony
O’Reilly. O’Rellly owns
850,000 shares in Tara
Exploration).

It remains to be seen whether
enough public opposition
can be generated to prevent
the Government glving
away. the Nayvan ore
deposits to Tara. To stave
off opposition the Govern-
ment might decide to take a
minority state holding in the
Company.

This would be a dream
solution for the company. It
would provide them with the
ins of a b

ownership of the d its for
the people. They advocate
that the national mining and
exploration company,
Mianral Teoranta, be
revitalised to develop
Navan and our other
mineral resources.

Lemass

It was the late Sean Lemass
who established Mianrail
Teoranta in 1945. Within two
years however he was
saying ‘‘the working of
minerals Is primarily a
matter for private en-
terprise”’.

The Labour Party, when In
opposition, had a stated
policy of nationalisation.
This party however has
changed Its attitude since
joining the Coalition and
thelr greatest advocate for
nationalisation, Justin
Keating, Is the Minister who
will give the expected lease
on Navan to Tara Ex-
ploration.

The medla also have been
backers of the companies. It
is money, through ad-
vertising, which Is doing
most of the talking here
however. An example is the
Irish Independent which
recently published an eight
page adulatory supplement
on mining with most of the
artlcles credited to senior
Tara executives, (The In-

government partner. But
the control of the company
would still remain In private
hands.

Need for White Paper

® Mr. Keating, Minister for Industry and Commerce. Will he
sign away Ireland’s mineral wealth?

on mining?

ploration.
The Resource
upon the Ministe

policy has taken place

national fore

structure would not

A White Paper on mineral development will be issued by the
Minister for Industry & Commerce, Mr. Justin Keating, when he
has completed his examination of all aspects of mining policy.

Mr. Keating announced this in Leinster House but gave no
indication on whether the White Paper will be issued before or
after the lease on the Navan deposits is given to Tara Ex-

Protection Campaign has repeatedly called
~ not to issue the lease to Tara until a White
Paper has been issued and full public discussion on mining

An organisation which has been gaining ground rapidly as a

ast week added its voice to the mine debate. The
National Income Tax Relief Organisation at its national con-
vention held in Portlaoise called for the withholding of the lease
from Tara and for the nationalisation of the existing mines.

The tax reform body fears that the proposed new mining tax
generate the full
metallurgical and spin-off industries

Also actively campaigning for the nationalisation of mineral

development of

resources is the Limerick-based Irish Workers Concern.

Cluiche an da

“Mr, Faulkner, I presume?” Deir na
finnscéalta gur shin iad na focla a duirt
Gerry Fitt nuair a tégadh na yianghrufapqa
ud de féin agus Faulkner, agus Willie
Whitelaw ag seasamh in alce leis ar nés
Deaidi mér moérilach, an Ji ar eirigh leis
leas a aicme féin a chur ina luf orthu.

T4 sé coir is décha go mbeadh an saol
6 thualdh sa pholaitfocht ar aon dul leis
an sao) 6 dheas: comhrialtas den eite dheis
i geumhacht, agus pé dream a thugann
“lucht oibre’ orthu féin bdite istigh ann.
Nfl aon chuis nach mbeadh Fitt chomh
céirdidil agus chemh sdsta le Faulkner is
4t4 Corish le Cosgrave; agus beidh Paddy
Sgisialach Devlin chomh mér ar a chompérd
js 4td Justin Séisialach Keating.

An Carta Poblachtach

Nuair a h-imrftf an cdrta Ordisteach i
bpolaitiocht na hEireann sa seanshaol (i,
roimh 1968), dheinti ¢ go h-oscailte agus

fonnmhar. Mar an geéanna Jeis an gedrta
whlachtach ¢ dheas i lémba Fhianna Fail.
Tharraingi amach an dd chlér ud, Ath-
bheochan na Gaeilge agus Briseadh na

ann, agus dheint) rinnce ‘dr an sean nos
::!‘;::4, #0 ‘dll go mbiodh an v6ta deiridh
combraithe, Chuirti ar leataobh ansin iad
go du an chéad toghchin elle.

charta

Ach sa saol Cris O'Brianach liobrdlach
impriridlach ina mairimid anois, nf f{éidir
leas oscailte a bhaint as an gedrta seo. Agus
ba mhér an spért ¢, sna seachtaini roimh
an toghchan i Muineachdn, Fianna Fail a
fheicedil idir dhd thine Bhealtaine, go
Houdfneach, ag ligint orthu go poibli go
raibh an 14 sin thart agus go rabhadar
direach costil leis an Chomhrialtas: 6s
iseal ag baint oiread leas agus dob fhéidir
as an gcdrta.

Ach bhi sé an-deacair breathni sa dd
threo in éineacht, nuair a bhi smacht iomlin
ag Cruise O'Brien ar Radio agus ar Thelefis;
agus a dhluth-chdirde i gceannas ar an
“Irish Times“ agus an “Irish Independent.
Deineadh tuairisciu ar gach cor “poblach-
tach” a chuir siad diobh. Agus fit an “Irish
Press” féin ni raibh sé muinfneach ar fad
mar a bhfodh in aimsir Big Daddy; bhfodar
nfos t6gtha le cdrta poblachtach Aontacht
Eireann,

Bhifodh rudai Je rd uair amhdin faoi
holaitfocht an “Green Flag” ag duine nach
hfufl sa bhfaisean nfos mé — Séamas

Conghail i i s¢ na

im go
comharthal séirt | Muineachdin,

The full
Story of Ground
Rent in Ireland.
Price 25p.
(incl. post)

(Cash with Orders)

from the Irish People
Box 666, Dublin 9.

Only a few copies left

Leaflets distributed by the
organisation outline the value
of the mineral deposits, how
the wealth is presently being
dissipated, and the steps
which individuals and
organisations can take to
prevent what it calls ‘“‘this
immoral, unconstitutional and
illegal sell-out of the birthright
of the Irish people”

Navan

Navan Trades Council has
decided to defer a decision on
whether  to  support the
nationalisation campaign.
They are to ask a member of
the ICTU executive to address
them on the issues. A letter
received from the secretary u{
ICTU  pointed out tha
congress was committed to
nationalisation.

A novel suggestion for the
Minister for Industry and
Commerce emerged from a
meeting  of the Meath
Exceutive of the Irish Far-
mers' Association.

Mr. N. Meade of Stackallen
told the meeting that the
L.F.A. should oppose the
uationalisation of the mines.
Private enterprise was the
most business-like manner in
which to run the country.



The role of the 26-County army today is to
destroy by direct military action any serious
“disturbances™ The defence of the country
from hostile foreign forces is a secondary
role. All training in the Army is counter in
surgency and is based on Government
strategy that in the event of a “‘rising™
tdemonstrations, rioting, political protest)
the primary role of the army would be to
stamp out such incidents in a manner iden-
tical to that used by the British Army in the
Six Counties.

These incidents would not necessarily be
IRA disturbances but any incident which
challenges the Government on a serious level.
Recruits in the Irish Army are being subtly
brainwashed into an anti-republican frame of
mind. So much so that in bayonet practice in
Cathal Brugha Barracks recruits are told that
the stuffed dummy being torn to pieces is an
IRA man

This type of training is designed to give
soldiers an almost instinctive belief that
anyone who takes part in a peaceful
demonstration must be a monstrous gunman
whose objective is to destroy the democracy
of this peaceful state.

To fully understand this role it is ap
propriate to examine the methods of those
from whom it has been copied — the British
Army. Descriptions of those methods vary
Counter-insurgency, peacekeeping and
anti-terrorist are but three.

Until two decades ago the British had an
imperial army in the truest sense. Its job was
to ““protect” the Empire’s possessions. Apart
from the two World Wars the
main job of the British Army
was to control or terrorise the
Empires “wogs", ‘chinks”,
and “‘paddys”.

After the war in Korea
although not in the same
league as Russia and
America, the British still
regarded their army as an
Imperial one. They found
themselves in ‘‘peace-
keeping” roles in Palestine,
Malaya, Kenya and Cyprus.
They killed their usual quota
of native men, women and
child terrorists before being
forced to withdraw.

The British Army found
itself in a contracting situation
by the early 1960’s. The
streamlining and reduction in
the size of the army brought
some opposition from the
Imperial General Staff —
some of whose members still
had visions of fighting major
conventional wars an
campaigns against native
uprisings.

It was those however who
saw for the B.A. a counter-
insurgency future who
eventually won out. The
Imperial Army would in the
future only be required and
trained for counter insurgency
activities — civil disorders in
the jungles of Malaya and far
foreign parts would be no
more — the future would be
concentrated in meeting civil
disorders in Birmingham,
London and Glasgow.

Brigadier Frank Kitson
became the leading ““‘mind’’ in
the British Army and when the
minority population became
restive at repression in the Six
Counties he was presented
with an ideal opportunity to
have his methods and strategy
tested.

The British Government
and General Staff appear to be
satisfied with the ‘‘peace-
keeping’'’ tactics but it
remains to be seen if similar
ones are utilised against
breachers of the peace in
Britain.

In their ‘‘peace-keeping’
operations in the Six Counties

the British Army met with one
major problem. In previous
similar campaigns riots could
be broken up fairly quickly,

By a Special Correspondent

simply by opening fire on the

crowd and killing a few

people. News of this rarely reached the
British press and when it did it was “black
gunmen'’ who had been killed.

The North presented an entirely different
situation. The wogs were paddies who spoke
English and cameramen and reporters were
behind every barricade. So the British Army
decided to take a soft line on demonstrations
— resorting to an armoury consisting of CS
gas, rubber bullets, batons and six month jail
sentences.

Advantages obvious

The advantages were obvious. Instead of
shooting people dead, choke them with gas,
break their legs with rubber bullets and if you
were a good shot blind them, batter them as
they lie on the ground and finish them off with
a jail sentence when they got out of hospital

Although the British concede that they get
very few IRA men in a riot the tactics outlined
ubove are the ones used.

The type of equipment used in riot
situations by the 26-County and British ar-
mies make an Interesting comparison

R b -

BRITISH EQUIPMENT FOR RIOT DUTY:
Protective: Steel Helmet and Visor; Flak
Jacket; 5 ft. Makrolon Shield; Shin Guards;
Respirator.

Offensive: Truncheon; C.S. Gas Car-
tridges; Rubber Bullet Gun; SLR or Sterling.

26 COUNTY EQUIPMENT FOR RIOT
DUTY: Protective: Steel Helmet and Visor;
Flak Jacket: 5 ft. Makrolon Shield;
Respirator

Offensive: Truncheon; C.S. Gas Canisters;
Rubber Bullet Gun; FN or Gustav,

To be fair to the British Army the equip-
ment which they use was thoroughly tested
and found by their Special Projects Depart-
ment to be the most effective riot control
agents.

None of the anti-riot equipment used by the
26 County Army is manufactured in Ireland
nor has it been tested by them or the
Government to ascertain the effect on
civilians, The equipment was bought because
the Government and the Officer Corps saw
the effect on the minority population in the
North. A cold decision was made in early 1970
when there was no “trouble” in the 26
counties at a time when the majority of the
weople supported the struggle for basic
wman rights in the North,

Those who acquired them cannot but know
that evidence exists which proves that some
of this equipment can have permanent effect
on the health of people against whom it is
directed. Small babies have died in the North
from the effects of C.S. gas. Any Irish soldier
who has seen a mother from Andersonstown,
Belfast having her eyes blown out by a rubber
bullet fired by a sadistic paratrooper might
be expected to have reservations about using
a similar weapon on his wn people in his own
home town in the 26 Counties

The soldier, of course, is told that these
weapons are for use only against subversives,
these being the IRA. The soldiers are told by
their officers that the riot control weapons are
humane and will not cause any permanent
injury. This is exactly what is told to the
pewspapers, radio and television by British
Army Officers. The British soldier knows
different — the anti-riot weapons are brutal
and effective

The rubber bullet

The rubber bullet or baton is fired from a
Verey pistol. The bullet is 6 inches in length
with a diameter of 1!, inches. It was
originally designed in America when the
National Guard and police were receiving too
much adverse publicity by shooting dead
black civil rightists. The British first became
interested in it when it was being used by the
police force in Hong Kong. They noted its
effectiveness against the Chinese and thought
it would be ideal against the Irish. It has now
become affectionately known among British
soldiers as the ‘Paddy’s knacker cracker’.

To my knowledge na similar term of af-
fection has yet been coined for the weapon by
Irish soldiers — officers will no doubt find
some mess term like subyersive purgative.
The weapons will be used in the 26 counties
but against whom? The IRA are unlikely to be
stupid enough to parade up O'Connell Street
and start rioting. The government know this
s0 why the CS gas and rubber bullets?

Obviously the British army is not the only
one which has undergone a change of role.
The British Army is no longer an Imperial one
neither is the 26 County army any longer a
national defence force.

Just as Kitson sees the future of the British
Army in British cities (where there are no
IRA men) keeping the British working class
in its place, so the Irish Government has
decided that the army will ensure that the
working class of Ireland will also toe the line.

Issues such as mineral resources, housing,
unemployment, exploitation by multi
nationals, land speculation are what will lead
to demonstrations.

The rubber bullet guns and CS gas now in
the hands of Irish soldiers will be used against
such demonstrations.

This Is the only conclusion that can be
arrived at, If the stock of C.S. gas, riot guns,
rubber bullets, shields and truncheons are not
being held in reserve against such
demonstrations but against an IRA plot then
the public should demand evidence of such a
plot. If the British are willing to tolerate such
weapons of repression there is no reason why
the Irish also should,

® Irish Army armoured unit leave Mountjoy Jail.
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SPEND DEATH
DUTIES IN
MONTE CARLO

Irish farmers worried about the
effect of death duties on their
property should have a long look at
the Headfort solution. The family
seat of the Marquesses of Headfort
is at Headfort House, near Kells, in
County Meath, and it consists of a
large family house and demesne
lands surrounding it.

The Marquess of Headfort in
question died in October 1960, but
before his death he hit on a novel
idea for avoiding death duties. His
son, the then Earl of Bective, suc-
ceeded to his estate and title.

The idea was to buy a house in
Monte Carlo, capital of Monaco, and
so avoid the impositions of death
duty on the property at home
resulting from his death. Lord
Headfort propounded the idea
during a disagreement with the
trustees of the Headfort Estate as to
the use of the Estate funds in which
he had only a life interest.

A memorandum survives in which
the trustees undertake to ‘‘raise the
sum of £15,000" to be “‘pla ef an
joint desposit in the Bank at Monte
Carlo in the names of Goerdon S.
Blair and Monsieur Rey”'. The
memorandum goes on to detail how
‘‘the trustees will examine means of
re-investing the death duties on the
basis of the foreign domicile of the
tenant for life and in particular the
possibility of re-investing in (a)
Irish tax-free funds, (b) foreign
realty’’. Not a bad idea at all for the
big farmers let down by the
Coalition on the issue of abolishing
death duties!

It will be remembered that when
Princess Grace and Prince Rainier
of Monaco took a short holiday in
Ireland some years ago they hired
out Carton Estate, Maynooth, for the
duration . . . and discovered that it
was twice the area of their own
principality in Monaco!

Maybe it was Lord Headfort's
ingenious solution to the death duties
problem which first attracted the
Rainiers to Ireland.
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WHY FAULKNER

The mental at the
of a power-sharing Executive in the North
and the talks leading to a Counclil of Ireland
will remain with us for many a day.

That confuslon is personified by the sight
of Brian Faulkner, the man who brought in
internment In the North, and Gerry Fitt, the
man who so opposed internment, standing
side by side and agreeing to work together.

Some people on the minority side In the
North say lﬁn\ Gerry Fitt and the S.D.L.P.
have accepted a half share in Long Kesh,
Magllligan, etc. More say that it is a great
thing that at last Catholics have power and
see In Fitt, Hume and Devlin guarantees that
the black days of discrimination and IlI-

treatment are at an end.

Was It for this that all the blood of the past
five years was shed? No, but it Is the result of
all that struggle and bloodshed to date. Some
of that blood was shed for civil rights, more of
it for a 32 County Republic: most of it was the
blood of Innocent bystanders.

The two stage result — the Executive In the
North and the Council of Ireland — Is not a
Civil Rights or Republican solution: it Is the
British solution as lald down in the White
Paper on Northern Ireland. But Is it the only
solution which now appears feasible after all
the blood and suffering of the past years:

hence Its acceptability to very many people.
It Is an escape hatch from violence from all
sides.

Why the solution will please nelther
Republican or Civil Rights thinking can be
traced to the defeat of the mass movement
begun by the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association on the evening In late August,
1968, when the first civil rights march took
place.

Virtually the whole minority and sections of
the majority in the North supported the Idea
of equal treatment for all citizens. The an-
swer of the Unlonist State was delivered by
Bill Craig as Home Affairs Minister to the
marchers in Derry on October 5, 1868. The
mass movement blossomed. Within weeks
march figures topped the 30,000 mark In
protest against what happened to the bare
hundred in Duke Street on October 5.

Monolithic Unionism began to splinter and
crack In attempting to deal with civil rights
demands. Craig wanted repression, O'Neill
conciliation. Police brutality escalated.

August 12 in Derry witnessed the next high
point when the Apprentice Boys rally ignited
the explosion which was to convulse the
province and lead to the no-go areas. Belfast
exploded on the night of August 14/15 and
British troops made their first appearance
bath in Derry and Belfast. From that date in
1969 until January 1970 the most important
struggle golng on was for control of the

publ Movement. R oriented
towards political awareness could see that the
success of the struggle for civil rights

® Mr. Willlam Whitelaw.

depended upon the struggle remaining on
civil rights demands.

But in the ghetto areas of Belfast,
recovering from the pogrom fears of August
‘69, a more traditional feeling asserted ltself.
From being virtually unarmed the minority
areas had become relatively well armed.

The argument was advanced that now was
the time to attack the British Army and win
the Republic: the people were aroused and
the time was ripe.

True, the people were aroused — but not
about a Republic.

With the connivance of the Dublin Govern-
ment, which feared the effects of a politically
aware Republican movement in the south as
much as in the north, the idea that a military
attack be launched made ground. By January
1970, the Provisionals had been launched.

Civil rights was still making the running
through 1970 and formed the political con-
sensus of minority political unity, The in-
fighting in the Unionist camp and the dogged
refusal to yleld an Inch to civil rights
dqmands lent justification to both the elvil
rights and Provisional campaign at one and
the same time.

Finally, in August 1971, the last of the
Unionist Prime Ministers, Brian Faulkner,
implemented the final Unionlist solution to all
minority dissent, peaceful or violent — in-
ternment. In the months following internment
any weapon capable of striking back at
Unionist and British aggression was ac-
ceptable from the ‘No Rents-No Rates’
campaign of the C.R.A. to the bombing of the
Provisionals or the shooting of the LR.A.

It was during this period that the strongest
political consensus ever achieved among the

minority prevalled. *No talks and no co-
operation until internment ends” was the
slogan coined by the Civil Rights Movement
and espoused by the Provisionals,
Republicans, P.D. and the emerging S.D.L.P.
party. To break down that consensus became
the main task of the British Government In
Ireland.

First, It was tried by armed force and a
blind support for the Unlonist Government.
That period ended, significantly enough, at a
Clvil Rights march — known throughout the
world now as the Massacre of Derry, In
January 1972.

The march at Newry showed, despite the
growing strains Awhhln the minority over the

the S.D.L.P. acted as agent In setting up truce
talks between the Provisionals and the British
Government. The truce talks let the S.D.L.P.
off the Civil Rights hook. Despite the em-
barrassment of having talked with the
Provisionals the British Government had
achieved movement at last. Minority unity
began to dissolve Into Its constituent elements
— Civil Rights, Provisionals, Republicans
and S.D.L.P. From that moment onwards It
was merely a matter of timing.
War-weariness meant that the minority
wanted representative politics: that the
S.D.L.P. could provide. The Local Elections
in the North in May of this year gave the
S.D.L.P. a clear mandate. The Assembly

e , that
the clvil rights consensus was stronger than

There was no trust in Stormont any more —
And

in June, the anniversary of the
Provisional truce talks, witnessed the
S.D.L.P. take every Assembly seat going to
the minority. Provisionals did not contest.

not even in W now.

had to give following the massacre In Derry.
Stormont was abolished and Mr. Whitelaw
sent over to accomplish with poltical guile
what the combined weight of Unlonism and
the British Army had falled to accomplish.

Whitelaw’s first action was to release some
hundreds of internees to entice the S.D.L.P.
back Into the political arena. But for a long
period the ‘No talks, no co-operation until
internment ends’ consensus defeated his best
elforts.

However, the debate about the bombing
campalign, had reached its height and a clear
split had emerged among the minority and its
supporters throughout Ireland and the world
on the Issue. The S.D.L.P. must represent this
feeling or abdicate entirely to the
Provisionals. The big problem was to over-
come the ‘No talks and no-co-operation until
internment ends' barrier. It was the worst
period for the S.D.L.P.

A solution was found In June of 1972 when

who did, failed to gain a single
seat.

The Provisionals, thanks to their campaign,
can claim to be architects of the S.g L.P.
victory in more ways than one. Whatever
about their claims to have brought down
Stormont it is for their part in bullding the
S.D.L.P. that the Provisionals should be
politically remembered.

Britain, for the pains of Secretary for State
Whitelaw, can look forward to an acceptable
enough political administration in the North
with a possible further major victory In a
Council of Ireland where it can win
recognition for its presence In Ireland for
another long period of time.

In the North internment, R.U.C. and the
Emergency Provisions Act remains.

But now the Catholic business community
can feel it has a half-share In the enterprise
and enjoy the stability it could provide.
Sectarianism has not been abolished, merely
Institutionalised.

Britain and the

Council of Ireland

The Council of Ireland
represents the second
stage of the new British
solution to the Irish
question of which the
Assembly and Executive in
the North forms the first
stage

Britain has said that it
does not envisage being a
participant in the Council
of Ireland. But Britain will
be present at the talks
leading up to the formation
of that Council and those
talks and subsequent
agreements relating to the
format and functions of the
posed Council will take
according to the
a set out in the
ritish White Paper on
Northern Ireland

Thi topics come into
that White Paper agenda
ne form of recognition of
position of Northern

Ireland, co-operation in
certain fields such as
tourism, etc., and the issue
of Extradition

But if Britain is not to be
at the Council of Ireland
table it is only because the
Council of Ireland will have
no function in the two most
vital fields of the economy
and security. When such
matters are touched upon
Britain will be at the table
to protect its interests.

Mr. Whitelaw pointed
this out clearly in his
speech to the House of
Commons at Westminster
on Thursday last.

So Britain will be absent
from the Council of Ireland
so long as it confines itself
to trivia but will have a
right of access and,
presumably, veting powers
when matters of economics
or security are discussed.

For the Dublin Govern-
ment the main difficulties
are recognition of the
North and a form of Ex-
tradition. The Government
will argue that meeting
with the Executive
nominees to the
preliminary talks it is
giving all the de facto
recognition it can to a body
which is not a sovereign
Government.

On the Extradition front,
which would involve
constitutional change and a
referendum, it will argue
for a common law en-
forcement area which it
judges to be feasible, short
of any constitutional
amendment. In that
manner it might avoid
giving formal con-
stitutional recognition to
Britain's right of presence
in Northern Ireland.
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ist votes help

Republican to victory

An event which could have far
more significance than the
formation of the Northern
Ireland Executvie took
place on the same day and
passed virtually unnoticed.
That was the re-election to
Magherafelt District
Council of Mr. Francis
Donnelly, Republicans Club
member, previously
disqualified on a
technicality by the S.D.L.P.
members of the Council.

The S.D.L.P. had moved
against Donnelly’s seat
because an extra seat would
have broken the deadlock
with the Loyalist members
and glven them an overall
majority.

The major significance of
Donnelly’s re-election Is
that without the help of the
592 Loyalist transfers which
he received his challenge to
the S.D.L.P. would have
failed. A lesser significance
is that his first count vote
was some hundreds higher
than at the original election
and that of the S.D.L.P. two
hundred lower.

The election battle proved
intense and dirty and the
night before the election all
the signs of a major election
battle were visible in South

Derry. The Republican
Clubs members were
angered at the S.D.L.P.

move against their man and

the S.D.L.P. were anxious
for a victory to clinch their
position on the Council.

One of the big Issues of the
campaign was Donnelly’s
refusal to attend meeting of
the Council — because he
intends to boycott it until all
Internees  have  been
released. His victory will be
taken as a shot across Its
bows by the S.D.L.P. on the
issue of internment.

The Loyalist support for
Donnelly arose from a
desire to stop the S.D.L.P.
making a. complete voting
takeover of the Council. But
the significant factor
emerging Is that Loyallsts
may now vote Republican in

certain  circumstances.
Donnelly’s victory and
continued absence from the
Council chamber means
that the S.D.L.P. must
continue to engage In power-
sharing with the Loyalists
despite their best efforts to
gain the majority.

Results were: First count:
Joseph A. McBride
D

(S.D.L.P. 2,131
Francis Donnelly (Rep.

Clubs) 1,911
Eddie Thompson

(Loyalist) 1,697
Second count:
McBride 2,228
Donnelly 2,503

the

® Loca people on
Lenadoon housing estate in
Belfast  picket outside a
block of flats, the top storey
of which is occupied by
British troops. Their com-
plaint is that people dis-
placed as a result of the
military  occupation  have
been forced to hve in pre-
fabricated houses like this
one pictured below.

— Irish People pic
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There is one aspect to the redevelopment programme In the
Lower Falls that the Repub Clubs have negl d In their
criticism and opposition to the Housing Executive plans. At one
time between Durham Street and the Grosvenor Road, an area
of about a square mile, there were fifty pubs. This worked out at
approximately an ale house per 200 live drinking citizens.

The benefits of such a host of pubs will easily be understood by
imblibers. It was not just a question of varlety. Most people at
some time or other incur the displeasure of the bar-owner and
find themselves unwelcome and there Is also the extremely
serlous question of “the strap” or “slate”. A problem which
may not bother the affluent but weekly wage earners are
dependent on the goodwill of the publican for sustenance during
the lean mid-week days.

Fallure to clean ‘“‘the slate” on a Friday or Saturday meant
finding an alternative drinking spot and that was obvlously easy
in the old days with a half century of pubs to choose from.

The point I am making about the fallure of the Republican
Clubs on this question is that in the rebulilt Falls there will be
only four pubs, a ratio of one per fifteen hundred of the expected
population. And clearly it wouldn’t be long before a man found
himself barred from all four. Republicans should take notice of
this crucial error In planning now before it is too late and
demand a more sensible provision of taverns.

It was one of the older residents of Divis Street who ralsed the
Issue with me last week as we reminisced about places now torn
down. There was for example the Gladstone, at the corner of
Gilford Street. Decorated above the main door by a fading
coloured portrait of the British Prime Minister, It was the haunt
of the old ‘shawlies’ who sneaked Into the snug or the family-
department, wrapped In a black rug against watching eyes as
much as against the elements. In those days women drinkers

“ were bad women.

The owners of the bar resembled Gladstone; fat, balding,
their jowls drooped over high wing collars. As a child 1
remember seeing them through the open door, their long white
aprons stained with porter as they escorted some drunk to the
street.

In winter a stove glowed hot In the centre of the floor and
smoke from the many plpes made the interior Into a mysterious,
inviting Alladin’s cave. The shelves were packed with unopened
cartons of cigarettes and a varlety of bottles of all shapes and
sizes, In total interesting disorder.

As the number of pubs decreases at an alarming rate, we can
look forward to the era of glossy, chrome-plated, soulless,
modern bars.

Certainly there were many dives In the Lower Falls but the
best were far better than the anonymous, plastic pubs now being
buillt. They were a social amenity and more. They had a
character which enabled a downtrodden working class to feel at
least for a while that there was someplace where they could call
their souls their own.

wip ] tiN R

Stratton mills to repay

£100

The Belfast firm of
solicitors, Mills, Selig and
Baillie, has been ordered to
repay one of their clients £100
by the Recorder, Judge
Topping. The firm had
deducted the amount from a
personal injury award made
to the client even though costs
of £100 had already been
awarded to them in a criminal
injury case earlier this year.

Judge Topping said in his
ruling that he was of the
opinion that it was quite im-
proper to charge costs over
and above the costs agreed in
court and he felt that the
matter should be brought to
the attention of the public at

large. Like legal firms
throughout Ireland the
establishment of Mills, Selig
and Baillie has its political
connections — in this case
through Mr. Mills, who is none
other than Mr. Stratton Mills,
the Unionist M.P. for North
Belfast at Westminster.

Honest man

Mr. Mills has the reputation
of an honest man among
Unionists, and he is unlikely to
be happy about Judge Top-
ping’s remarks. If Judge
Topping were to Investigate
the affairs of Mr. Mills even

closer, however, he would find
some more interesting
financial facts. Mr. Mills is a
director of the Northern
Ground Rent Trust, which
operates through a system of
buying freehold property
throughout the North and
placing a ground rent on it.
The company also acts as a
ground rent landlord for
several housing estates in the
North, including the Prehen
Estate in Derry, which yields
an annual total of £1,100. Mr.
Mills is also director of
several other companies,
including Preference
Sharehold Trust Ltd.,, Dun-

donald Estates Ltd.,

Shorethorpe Ltd., Edward
Bates Mounthall Ltd., and
Laganvale Estates Ltd.

Mr. Mills was one of Brian
Faulkner's ‘‘truth squad'’' who
was sent to the United States
to “tell the truth about Nor-
thern Ireland'’ after Ber-
nadette Devlin had gone there
shortly after the introduction
of internment in the North. In
keeping with his reputation his
legal firm last week agreed to
pay back the £100 to the client
in question after truthfully
admitting their error. But
being a legal man, Mr. Mills
can no doubt distinguish
between one form of truth and
another.

Return of full facilities
is Armagh demand

The first shots in the battle runs the letter, which an-

for the restoration of full nounces the taking up of a
hospital facilities in Armagh pctition which reads as
have been fired with the [follows

appearance in local papers of
an open letter from the Save of a 24-hour acute emergency
the Hospital Committee unit at Armagh City Hospital
“Over the past few years as the first step in the
services at our hospital have  restoration of [ull hospital
run down to a deplorable facilities”
extent. At the moment, what The committee called for
was once a flourishing the full support of Armagh
hospital, is a Geriatric Unit residents in the campaign for
with convalescing facilities retention of the City Hospital
for those who have undergone und appealed for funds to
operations in Craigavon'. So continu¢ the fight

“‘We demand the restoration
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® Mairin De Burca and Tomas Mac Glolla having a qulet word during the Fels.

I'he Sinn Fein Fels was held yesterday. Mr. Tomas Mac Glolla
and Miss Mairin de Burca came
judges sald that
judges present
Criminal Court and one from the

won a medal for dancing
first in the under-12 singing competition. The
standards were very high. There were three
— two from the Speclal
Dublin District Court.

Mr. Mac Giolla gave his Presiden

1] Address as 26 Main Street,

Big

Dublin 1, He launched a fierce attack on the British Tory

party and as a ma
of Tory. Officials from all over Ireland were
cluding Bank Officials
but there was no Off
Conway later re
entitled to give Official Confirmation.

I'hroughout the Feis many dele

ark of protest he refused to dance the Waves

Post Officlals and Officlal Secrets,
cial Conflrmation of this. Cardinal
led that he is the only man in Ireland

ates Insisted on standing by
refusing to take their seats. A resolution calling for the

present In-

Fels

rostoration of the Irish language suggested that the Clar of

the Ard Fheis should be
sent to the Coiste Seasta of
the Ard Comhairle and the
Comhairle Ceanntalr of
cach Cumann. One
delegate disagreed with
this and said his Cumann

SUCCCSSES

was going, but he later
admitted that he did not
know If he was Cumann or

of. Everybody agreed and

in i position to supply the

going. something was passed rhubarb. This was agreed
One of the most articulate unanimously. on unanimously and the
delegates proposed that the fhe delegate for South Kerry rhubarb was later elected
main resolution be taken as sald that he wished to ralse on to the Incoming Ard

amendment to the

u point of order. He was

Comhairle.

an
original proposal but this allowed to do so and or-  Becuuse of pressure on time a
was voted down in favour dered two pints and a number of resolutions were

shelved including two New

of taking the second medium. The next speaker

amendment first, followed sald “*British Imperialism, Year Resolutions and a
by the composite resolution democratic centralism, resolution on the
of the substantive motion puppetl ascists and revolution, These motions
whih was voted on first and revolutionary  rhubarb”. will be debated at next
[ater divided by two so that He was Informed through yenr's Fels which promises
all delegates got the the chalr that the gardiner to be even more en-

number they first thought

in Gardiner Place was now

tertaining,
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EXTRA TIME WIN FOR
FAULKNER

All seats in the new Executive are now
booked out, It was announced last night.
Reservations have been made for some time
and Mr. Paddy Devlin admitted that he has
reservations about the whole idea. The final
set-up of the Executive will be 6-4 (after extra
tme).

1t was originally 2-6 to 3-4, but a good second
half by Brian Faulkner at mid-field ended the
match 6-4-2. This final figure was agreed upon
hy adding up the 1.Q.s of party leaders and
multiplying the answer by the number of
British troops in the North

Serving problem

There has been 4 great problem finding
someone Lo serve on the Executive. Last week
Mr. Curry was served, but with extra portions
of rice at 20p each It was not considered

very appetising dish, Opponents of the
Assembly have also been served — most of
them with detention orders while the
remoinder are serving anything from a yonr
to |lfe imprisonment

The Executive hus been condemned from
muny sides. The Natlonal Graves Association

has said that it views the matter with grave
concern und it intends o erect a suitable
memorial to mark this grave issue. The
Executive of Republican Clubs in the North
sald that It was the only real executive there
“We are the Official Executive', a
spokesman sald, "“and if this executive wishes
to continue it will have to be called a
Provisional Executive'

The British Army have welecomed the moye
and they have asked for a move for them
selves — preferably back to England. They
took the opportunity to apologise for recently
straying into Crossmaglen and they promised
never Lo enter the area again

Meanwhile there N Rrowing concern
about the petrol shortage in the North. The
worst affected group are the car bombers
Throughout yesterday hundreds of car
bombers queved ot filling stations in many
areas. Last night they were queuing again -
ta blow up the remaining stations. A
spokesman for the petrol bombers sald thay
his organisation was very badly hit and they
were now down to o gallon per man

Heating has been switched off in Storment,
hut events in the next fely weeks are expectod
W generpte onough to keep It going for some
Lime



