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JOHN WHELAN CUMANN

A new cumann of Republican
Sinn Fein was established
on Monday 3 March vwith
the inaugural meeting of
the John Whelan Cumann in
Liverpool. Two members of
An Ard-Chomhairle arrived
in the city to oversee
the meeting and to
explain the finer points
of the Constitution. Séan
0 Sé and Pddraig Mac
Mathuna later addressed a
public meeting attended
by around 30 people in a
city centre location.
Both Pat and Séan spoke
and said that Republican
Sinn Fein was now the
only organization in
Ireland still calling for
a British withdrawal.
Sean stated that the current 'talks process'
could never deliver on republican cbject-

ives and would end only in an unacceptable
compromise which, in turn, would result in
further conflict. Only Republican Sinn
Fein's EIRE NUA policy for a federal

democratic socialist Ireland could lead to

a just and lasting peace. Besides being
the best solution for all the people of
Ireland it was the one most likely to be
acceptable to present-day loyalists.

SEAN O SE AND PAT MAC MATHOUNA ADDRESS THE PUBLIC MEETING

SINN FEIN POBLACHTACH SET
UP A CUMANN IN LIVERPOOL

The following day,Tuesday 4 March, members
of the new along with Pat and Séan
visited the Fenian monument in Ford
Cemetery on the outskirts of the city
where Pat laid a wreath in honour of the
16 Fenians buried there. Overall the
visit -the first by RSF to Liverpool -was
a great success. Both members of An Ard-
Chomhairle made many friends and the John
Whelan Cumann was established on a sound
footing for the challenges ahead.

Jom
whelan

The new curerm was ramed in
hoour of Jan Whelan  who
- was a Liw 1-Irishien &
IRA wlunteer killed at the
Uptan Station (Conty Cork)
anbush in 1921. We have no
further infanmation an Jomn
Whelan and have written to
the Natiamal Graves Associ-
ation (N®) for help.  If
any of our readers have any
details (ar hopefully an
old photogragh) please let
us know.

Cumariii



LLIVERPOOL
AND THE
GREAT
HUNGER

A chara

Where doe. the Insh Free
State government get off taking
it upon itself to thank Liverpool
for its benevolent role towards
the Insh refugees that arrived
in the port of Liverpool during
the ‘famine’ years. “It is keen
to acknowledge the city’s
special role in accepting and
caring for Irish migrants” — Avril
Doyle TD, Irish minister for
state.

Their praise conjures up
pictures of these starving and
dying refugees being rushed to
Emergency Ward Ten on arrival,
awash with Live Aid concerts.
As is known the truth was far
from that! These starving
people were left mainly to fend
for themselves, countless
thousands died in appalling
conditions; 40 or 50 deep in
Liverpool’s pestilent cellars.
These ‘dungeons’ had already
been condemned in 1842 after
another Irish influx from
hunger, and bricked up thanks
to the work of the famous Dr
Duncan of Liverpool. Our
people had to smash their way
into these cellars because there
was no other place for them.

The living were left to lic
with the dead in these hell-
holes. Discase was rampant. At
the same time, British merchant
ships stuffed tight with quality
foodstuffs armved at Liverpool
from Ireland throughout the
‘famine’ years while this
dispossessed Irish mass
perished less than a couple of
yards from where these ships
berthed with food destined for

the belly of the British
bourgeoisic. In fact both food
and starving refugees were
shipped out together from
Ireland bound for Liverpool.

Dr Duncan became the first
Medical Officer of Health ever
to be appointed in Britain from
1847-1863. His appointment
was as a direct result of the
horrors of British rule in Ireland
exploding onto the streets of
Liverpool, horrors that were
seeping into the wealthier
districts of this city.

England ‘was’ a socially
backward country compared to
other European nations of that
time. The English working class
of Liverpool lived and worked
in the most horrendous
conditions, the worst in Britain.
The British army complained
after rejecting 75% of the city’s
working-class men on health
grounds that they ‘were unfit
to be shot at’. It is hard to
belicve that people could live
in worse conditions, but they
did. “Tt is they [the Irish] who
inhabit the filthiest and worst
of these unventilated courts and
cellars.” (Dr Duncan of
Liverpool speaking in 1842.)
Much worse was to come with
the advent of the ‘Great Famine’
looming in Ireland.

The only reason the
‘kindly’ city fathers didn’t
close off the Port of Liverpool
to the Irish as did the Isle of
Man authonties was Liverpool
was the ex-African slave capital
of the world; it was well used
to shipping millions of humans
in stinking fever-ridder: holds
of its ships across the Atlantic.
There was much money to be
made for the powerful
shipowners etc.

To say people chose to
stay on in Liverpool, rather than
cross the Atlantic, is laughable.

Liverpool was the most hostile
place the Irish could possibly
find themselves in. Media
outlets ran intense anti-Irish
feeling to prevent any solidarity
there may have been with the
Irish from the English working-
class. Vicious Orange Lodge
attacks were common on the
vulnerable, murders and
suicides were near daily
occurrences. Corpscs were
fished out of the Mersey daily.
Then the final insuit: the bodies
would be put on display naked
to the public from behind Bars
that opened on to the street
known as the ‘Drowned
House’. No, this was the flight
of the very poor, many having
been given the small amount for
the crossing by landowners’
agents to clear them off the land
once and for all. Others were
carried as live ship’s ballast;
they wanted only to be fed.
Decades after the ‘famine’ the
Liverpool Inish ghettos were a
death trap; 64% of its children
never reached the age of nine
compared to 39% in London.
For the rest of working-class in
Liverpool it was 49%.

During the ‘famine’ years
Liverpool’s answer wasn’t
medical help or sufficient food.
In fact, Martial law was called
for from certain quarters. Mass
arrests and deportations took
place. Two thousand fully
armed soldiers were sent north
from London, 800 Cheshire
Yeomanry, 700 Auxiliary men
arrived and three war skips
sailed for Liverpool and
anchored in the Mersey.

Twenty thousand, mainiy
from the lower middle-class,
many of them Orange Lodge
members were made special
constables to bolster the already
800-strong Liverpool police
force, for the sole duty of
keeping these destitute Irish
contained.

They may have also been
used to dig the secret mass
graves that have been unearthed
in the city and recently came to
light, the latest in 1973
containing 3,561 bodies stacked
in order of presumed age thai
were secretly incinerated before
tests could be carried out. This
was on British Home Office
orders which it now denies
knowiedge of. It is now known
as the ‘Mystery’ Mass Grave.
It took eight years before this

mass grave was reported in the
press and then only in the
Catholic Pictorial (September
6,1981).

Those Irish who escaped
the typhus infection in Ireland
and paid passage to the
Americas too had reason to
‘thank’ Liverpool for its
benevolence. Three quarters of
the human traffic to cross the
Atlantic sailed from Liverpool,
95% of which were Irish. Dr
Douglas, the Medical Officer at
Grosse Isle, Canada, started in
his report that in his opinion
“the filthy Liverpool slums,
where poor emigrants were
forced to lodge before
embarking, were one of the main
causes of the ship fever
disaster.” (The Great Hunger,
p 278.)

It has been estimated,
though not widely known, that
100,000 Irish souls were swept
away in Liverpool durning the
genocidal years of the Gael
(Pardon and Peace)

Thus is a city that up until
today has no memonial to those
who perished in its guts nor has
much consciousness of this
trauma, much to our shame. The
schools of the city teach the
descendants of the banished
Gael who survived this
Holocaust only the ‘glorious’
rule of the British Empire, not
the fact that it tried to wipe
them out.

The truth about this
British-manufactured ‘famine’
tragedy has never really been
told. And if this revisionist
tampering carries on, it never

Just for the record, Ms
Avril Doyle, the first relief ever
organised in Liverpool for Irish
‘famine’ victims was by Irish
navvies who were building a
railway from Liverpool to
Bury, Lancashire. They donated
aday’s pay each. This is in stark
contrast to the ‘Honourable’
James Lawrence, the Tory Lord
Mayor of Liverpool in 1845
and local booze baron, who
refused to hold any conference
on relief for the Inish.

A book that is a must to be
read on this Holocaust is The
End of Hidden Ireland by RJ
Scally.

D O hEANACHAIN
Liverpool

Jdohn whelan Cumann

- Liverpool Cumann of Republican Sinn Fain -
BOX 10. LIVERPOOL, L69 3DP

SAOIRSE — Eandir/Januarv 1997



Still a hostile place for the Irish

mvermolmstmrearmtilemxefcmﬁdimmmatim-ﬂrmdmm.ﬂema@r.in
Liverpool remains strang (5,000 paraded an 12 Ju'y last year) and wields a powerful influence in the City
Council, Iabour Party and trades union novement, and within Merseyside police. Since 1969, t:‘rnmx_isoflnm
pecple have been detained and interrogated by Liverpool Special Branch oficers at the infamous Bridewell near
Dale Street, and at the ports. The Irish have lived in the city in great nunbers for hindreds of years hit
instead of becoming more acceptec  they appear to have becare less so. A few exanples from recent years can
best illustrate this: In Ocbover 1994, a meeting of the lomal Troops Out Movament branch at which a Sirn Fein
aancillar was to spesk was sumerily cancelled by Merseyside Trade Union Centre following Qrange threats. Tre
TM branch was subsequently disaffiliated by the centre without a hearing and without right of appeal. n 24

GETAWAY 2 tolly biase sppml K e imdiaee petens of Les (i
-~ WITH PTA

(the British soldier axwvicted of the mrder of Irish teemger
Karen Reilly) wrging viewers to phore in and "put pressure an
the Hore Secretary”. In an uprecedented move Grarada allowed

| nly ane phare line, the 'Yes Vote' line. On 7 Noverber 1995

hia? s . - 14 mnths into the Provisioml IRA ceasefire- Liverpool

j Thmklr’\g about al\lfvgntet.r hohda)tf?k Labor Grop y l1ed 2 SAOTRSE - (by
Liverpool’s B_ndewg Station can ta ,e S 18 al:z. q:tl) @ B : mEeting m,

you on a unique ‘fishing expedition concillor tomn hall. Iabour councillars

i This fabulous offer includes:

;0 Seven days and seven nights free accommodation.

| ® Constant attention at all times.

|® A variety of mind games designed to stimulate your

were instructed not to attend any such SAOTRSE meeting. On 17

March 1996, Merseyside Rolice riot squads anfronted a peace-

ful St.Patrick's Day parade in an aggressive mamer and

|  memory. event by bloking the parade route. Merseyside Chief

® Your stay to be extended perhaps, at no extra cost. Omstable, Jim Sarples, justified the police gperation by

% NORSRES ER describing sare of tose an the parade as "pro-TRA elements”

six months at least and is suitable for all a tad light micht be * vt T i

age groups, even the over 60s. in a letter to Bob Parry M.P. wo, himeself, had claimed that

All you have to do is arrive in Britain where' an TRA wnit was tesed in Liverpxl. These allegtions were

|__to begin an experience of a lifetime. also claimed that "IRA men were seen an the roof of the Irish

Gntre". On two searate comsions since 17 March 1996,

police officers armed with autamatic wespons have hurst into the Irish Centre while a helicopter hovered above

following a loudHmiler intermption of the '"This Muming' weather forecast- in protest agminst the tarture of

Irish palitical prismers in Bgland -viewers phoning the Grameda studio were told "It was an IRA

damnstration”. Because of Qrange opposition the plamed 'twinning' of Liverpool and Diblin was postpned far a

And, despite all the flowery 'twiming' rhetaric - anly two corcillars (e from Diblin and ae -a Liberal

Democrat fram Liverpool) attended the recent St.Patrick's Day parade in the city. This was seen by many as a
calaulated sub to the Irish comnity in Liverpool.

allowed around 30 Qrange/fascist thugs to disnpt the entire

This offer will remain open for the next | and suggested that. placards portraying the Hore Secretary in
you can be picked up straight away, then pilisted in the "Liverpool Daily Rost and B¥o' which

the huildins -how meny other comnity centres in Britain heve received such attention? n 2 May 199,
full year and, when it did take place (on 15 Jammry) it was deliberately lowkey and with minimal piblicity.

Getting off the Peace Train

Since 1990 an Irish political prisoners soli-

darity group - the Phoenix Support Group- has
existed in Liverpool. The group's purpose is
to assist the prisoners in English jails
and, despite the fact that the overwhelming
majority are Provisional POW's, the group
has always regarded itself as politically
independent. When the Provisional IRA cease-
fire was called in August 1994, many people
-in spite of denials from all sides-
believed that there must have been important
concessions' made by the British Government.
Phoenix Support Group, along with many simi-
lar groups throughout Britain, was absorbed
into the Saoirse campaign for the release of

all Irish political prisoners. Since the
lifting of the broadcasting ban som= months
earlier, republicans had watched and listen-
ed as PSF had handled interviews skilfully
But they waited with growing anxiety for a
basic republican message to be given. Here
surely, was a new opportunity to remind the
British public that the conflict was about
the colonial occupation Of parLt: af
Ireland by the British army and government.
No such clear message was ever forthcoming.
Under the auspices of Saoirse,,the. Phoenix
Support Group organized public meetings at
which prominent PSF members spoke. While
the plight of the prisoners was never ignored



Getting off the Peace Train 9o alayg with all the dhanges began to drift away, and same
tm:kthismstreacualranitoftlepeamstrategylead—
it was clear that the main purpose of these public  ership in Britain - now uder the tight cntrol of 2 sub-
meetings was to prawte the Simm Fein peace strat-  verted rump of the Troops Qut Movement. A new  'utirella’
egy - a strategy in which many had lost anfidence. group - the Irish Campaigns Network - was set uwp,
Tre strategy was based na 'broad front' or omtrolled in both its Northern and Southern sectors by
Pan-ationalist alliance which, thearetically, formrer or existing marbers of the TOM.
included the SOP and the Dublin and Washington
administrations. There was also a amoerted In Jammary of this year Phoenix Sugport Group was asked to
effart to hring the British Iabour Party into argenize a broad platfarm meeting to be addressed by
the alliance ard this was to cause problamns  for  speskers from Fiama Fail, the SOP and Sirm Fein. After
the strategy in Britain. Simn Fein's problem was discussions a group meeting voted "not to squender any
(and is) that its core suypport in Britain has mare 'FOW,s mrey' an providing platforms for reacticnary
always care from a cmbimation of traditional politicians" and to reassert the group's independence as a
republicans, socialists, commnists and pt‘i?mer suport grap. The grop's stance was, they
anarchists. Yet these same people -who had no  believe, retrospectively vindicated a fortnight later when
faith in 'labourism' -were expected to be the Irish Iabour T.D, Declan Bree, abused his invitation to
bridge between Sinn Fein and British Iabour. Many 2address a Bloody Sunday meeting at Iondm's Caxton Hall,
of them were dismayed when Sirn Fein speskers arld.lfsedtlemsimtodeszibeIRAvolwmeersas
asked them to write to their Iabowr or Lib-Dem "criminals.
(and even Tory) M.P's. Republican core supporters
in Britain also refused to drop kasic repdolican DEACE IN IRELAND
daends in favour of an ambiguous call for peace :
talks. They wanted to mount a more aggressive cam-
paign on kehalf of the prismers of war.Republican
supporters were beaoming an enarrasstent to the
'peace strategists' and this fimally resulted in
the arbitrary diskending of Saocirse in Britain.

Subsequent to these events several mambers of the Poenix
Suppart Group decided to apply to establish a cuem of
Republican Simm Fein Poblachtach in Liverpool. This
possiblity had been the subject of mxh growp discussion
in the preceding few mths. One member in partioular
hed been wery wcifeross in his suport for the
arplication, hed suggested that we order copies of
'Sacirse -Irish Freedm' - the newspaper of Republican
Sim Fein, ard had later supested we increase the
order. He had also stated: "The amlysis of RSF is
correct". However, at the last moent this persmn acked
Rl A ait and now leads a local 'peace' group. Significantly,
"THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS NO SELFISH te is also an the Steering Committee of the Troos Out
STRATEGIC OR ECONOMIC INTEREST 1IN Moverent.
iIRELAND IN THE EVENT OF AN I.R.A. Mﬁtiscleartot}erestofxsisﬂatanyta]}s}:ased
| CEASEFIRE WE WILL RESPOND FLEXIBLY, @ the Downing Street Declaration and the Framewark
| AND WITH IMAGINATION. OUR ARMY Is| Document, recomnizing -as  they do- wnionist 'congent!
. THERE PURELY AS PEACE-KEEPERS. THE (the Loyalist Veto) is udamocratic and unacoeptable and
' R.U.C. IS A CARING AND KINDLY POLICE can lead anly to further amflict.

Similar difficulties were bkeing experienced
within the 'Troops Out Movament' with proposals
to change the name of the TOM and to also change
its slogans: "Troops Out Now" and "Self-determin-
ation to the Irish people". The TM was in
transition, fram 'Brits out' to 'Talks now'- meny To kreland’s Freedom Struggie
left. Republican supporters who could no  lager




