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INLA EXPOSES CHILD SPY, POLICING
BOARD MEMBERS DIVE FOR COVER

Mark Durkan Alan McQuillan Denis Bradley
No comment! “It wasn’t me!” 3 Days to answer!
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Teagmhail Contact

The Irish Republican Socialist Party has established Cummain in all cities and towns thi hout Ireland as well as
Republican Socialist Committees in Europe, North America & Canada{“.mr o "

Each IRSP cumann meets on a weekly basis to activaty
educational meetings , solidarity protests, pickets and =

The Irish Republican Socialist Party has active Cummain, as well as individual members and supporters in the following
towns and cities across lreland, to contact and get involved with the nearest |.R.S.P Cumann in your area write to:

, educate and organise events locally such as public and political
from to struggles.

Ardglass:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com Dublin: 4 Cavendish Row, Dublin 1.
Tel/Fax 01 873 56 20 Email: dublinirsp@hotmail.com
Armagh:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Dundalk:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Belfast: 392 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 6DH. il
Tel.028 90 321024 Fax. 028 90 330786 Di further details irs| o
Bray:For further details Email:dublinirsp@hotmail.com Galway: For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Cork: For further details E com L For details il.com
Derry: P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX. Limerick:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Email. derryirsp@hotmail.com g
Newry: For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Donegal:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Strabane: 31 Patrick Street, Strabane, Co Tyrone

IRSP has members, supporters and contacts active in many working class campaigns and prisoner solidarity in towns and
cities throughout England,Scotland and Wales, and across Europe, write to our Intemational Department for futher details
on how you can actively participate.
IRSP International Department
North America & Canada

Irish Republican Socialist Committees of North America & Canada

Email. irsp@netwizards.net

2057 15th Street, Suite B, San Francisco, CA 9411, North America.
Tel/Fax. 415 861 1355  Email. irsp@netwizards.net

IRSC has members, supporters and contacts active in working class struggles and prisoner solidarity throughout North
America, Canada and Latin America write for futher details on-how you too can actively participate.

IRSM Online & Other Links

Official IRSM Website: http://irsm.org/irsp/ Solidarity with Turkish Hunger Strikers Committee
(Dublin): www.geocities. i i

Prisoner of War Website: htip://irsm.org/irspows/
Free Dessie O’Hare Campaign

IRSM ¥ >_dessie/

The Starry Plough Oy :/firsm. Archit P

. roject
P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX

Teach Na Failte (Strabane):

Ex Republican Socialist POW Support Organisation
31 Patrick Street, Strabane, Tyrone

Tel/Fax: 028 71 884616

Justice For Mark Barnsley (Ireland Support Group):
c/o P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX.

o ot www ike.net

Teach Na Failte (Belfast):
392b Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 6DH.
Tel/Fax: 028 90238321

James Connolly Society: www.wageslave.org/jcs/

Larkspirit:

www.larkspirit.com

Got a Story? Let us know

If you would like to highlight an issue of concern in
your area and would like to have it published in the
pages of The Starry Plough then get in touch at the
address above or contact a local IRSP representa-
tive, The Starry Plough is your paper.

starry_plough@hotm

Deadline for next issue of An Camchéachta is
20th January 2003.

For national and international news, or news for
your workplace, community or action group then
please send your articles, photographs, reports and
any other information to The Starry Plough at the
following address:

The Starry Plough/An Camchéachta
PO BOX 1981

DERRY

IRELAND

BT48 8GX

I est to you on the l
l above contact list. I
I Join Ireland’s ONLY party dedicated to the removal of British rule AND capitalism! I

Ai FOR NATIONAL l
I Iadh/Address: LIBERATION AND I

SOCIALIST
REVOLUTION! i

I Email and/or Tel :

E’dﬂf; z

G POL

o
; |:1 be done. The fund:

Friday Agreeme

The Starry Plough is the only paper that
tands firmly i British rule and the
destruction of capitalism in Ireland.

We need your support to enable us to
continue the work of building a party that
has a regular paper that genuinely repre-
sents the interests of the working class.
In order for us to do so, we urge you to
make a donation to The Starry Plough
‘Fighting Fund Appeal’!

Please send your donations big or small
to:

The Starry Plough
First Trust Bank, Derry, BT48 6BU.

Account No. 14986015

Starry Plough ,*«
Fighting Fund Appeal

Sort Code No. 93-86-10 z il
You can also take out a standing © ]
that will enable us to plan on a more reg
ular income for The Starry Plough-

| enclose:
€1,000 €100,00 €50,00 €20,00
€10,00 €5.00

Other donation (please specify)

€ or £ stg

Name: s
Address: e




By Terry Harkin

Over the last few weeks assisting with the IRSP’s effort
go expose the use, by an unreconstructed RUC, of child
informers to spy on their own people. | was struck with
the lack of interest expressed by the media, Policing
Board and world in general.

Here we were, a legitimate political party with what by
any slande_lrds was a major story. It had all the elements,
sleaze, child abuse, paramilitaries and crooked cops.

The story as we seen it was this, during August of this
year an RUC/PSNI patrol picked up a drunk, confused
ar_1d very frightened 13 year old boy with Learning
Difficulties. They arrested him on suspicion of “going
equipped to steal a car" and took him to the nearest
RUC/PSNI barracks. Once there he was interviewed,
illegally without his parents or Social Services being
informed. He was threatened that he would be charged
with offences if he did not spy on his own community. A
community that at that point in time was under daily
attack from armed loyalist thugs. The deal was simple,
agree to work for the RUC/PSNI observing and reporting
back to his handlers on the movements and activities of
those volunteers of the Irish National Liberation Army
suspected of involvement in the by now 24 hour a day.
defence of North Belfast or go to prison, or worse. He
was a frightened, drunk, wee boy with a mental age of 8,
he was in the company of authority figures who abused
him and played on his disabilities to induce terror and
break him to their will. And they did, he cracked like a
dropped plate.

These were the circumstances that led to the boy beingi:
released without his parents or any statutory body being
informed that he had even been in custody, never mind
interviewed. He'd been given the number of an Orange.
mobile phone to call and a name (Johnny) to ask for
when he had information. And, so it was that for the best
part of 3 months this disabled child was exploited and
exposed to the risk of harm by those allegedly there to
protect him. He was on an odyssey that involved secret
meetings on far away roads, being driven around
Nationalist North Belfast in an RUC/PSNI Landrover,
pointing out suspected INLA personnel and eventually
giving away the location of a weapon being used by
those involved in the defence of his own area. This in
turn led to his unmasking by the INLA. It was then that
the INLA displayed a degree of empathy for this child
that was sadly lacking in the forces of the crown. Instead
of the execution the RUC/PSNI would have expected for
one of their unmasked agents. The INLA treated the boy
humanely, contacted the Church, and the IRSP then
referred the family an internationally respected human
rights lawyer.

As | said at the start, what a story! Or so you would think.
The Irish News was given the exclusive, they talked to
the INLA, the IRSP, and the priest the boy and the fam-
ily. They then buried the story on the inside pages. The
Guardian did better, two paragraphs on page 14. The
Andytown News said that the INLA were going to start
shooting children as informers. Amid the crying of the
collective babies, covered in dirty water, sitting on their
collective sore bare asses having just been thrown out
with the bath water, two papers got it right. Only the
Derry News and North Belfast News caught the drift of
what the INLA had uncovered and what the IRSP is try-

Asking the
Awkwar
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ing to expose.

This isn't just about one scared wee disabled kid from
North Belfast. This is a tactic. If it's in use in North
Belfast, is it in use in the West of the city? The East and
South, Derry, Armagh, Strabane, Dungannon? Are loy-
alist children being blackmailed in this way? Take two
steps back and look at the big picture, as part of the so-
called UK, the RUC/PSNI are trained by MI5 and the
FBI. Is this tactic in common use by other agencies of
the British government? Are police forces in England,
Scotland and Wales using the children of Muslims in
Birmingham, Swansea and Glasgow to spy on their
communities? What of the Miners in the 80's, the Turks
and Kurdish, Scots, Welsh and English Republicans, the
firemen? Is North Belfast just the tip of the iceberg, a
ground zero for something that has ramifications for all
political activists and ethnic minorities deemed hostile or
subversive by the state?

But for.now, all we can be sure of is this one scared child
in Belfast. The trail starts with him. The Orange phone
number he was given has been removed from Orange's
database, that much has been uncovered by the IRSP.
Itis our understanding that this phone was not a "pay as
you go®, but rather had an account and as such must
have generated a bill. Who paid that bill and, more
importantly, who approached Orange to remove the
number and who at Orange acted to cover up this act of
state sponsored child abuse?

At every meeting the boy was given 80 pounds by his
RUC/PSNI handlers. Who signed for this money, who
authorised its use and who put it into the boy's hands?

Alan  McQuillan, the deputy chief constable of the
RUC/PSNI who would, under law, need to approve the
use of such a young and "vulnerable" intelligence source
has been quick to wash his hands in public over this:

"I would have to authorise something like this and | have
not. If an officer has done this it would be a serious
breach,” or words to that effect.

I've been an Irp all my life and I've never seen a peeler
so quick to get his denial in first. Surprisingly he did not
say, 'I'm confident the PSNI would never do such a
thing', he just said, 'l didn't do it'. A strange thing for a
senior RUC/PSNI officer to say about his force, or is it?

Let's take two steps forward and look again just at the
North of Ireland. It has been clear for sometime those
elements within the RUC/PSNI loyal to the old
Ascendancy have been working with people inside the
media with a similar agenda to destabilise the Peace
Process. The raid on the Sinn Fein office was so media
staged that it tuned out campier than a Whitehall farce.
In the interviews outside Stormont, Hugh Ord would only
say that he knew the raid was going to take place. No
one in the press pack thought to ask why the warrant
was not executed at the same time as the homes of Sinn
Fein employees and supporters were raided. Sure any
police force in the world would know how to co-ordinate
an operation like that.

They came for the press and the press dutifully bayed
for the blood of alleged spies. A democratically elected

d Questions

Assembly was brought down, two peoples were disen-
franchised.

Let's face it, the Assembly was a lame duck and a waste
of money that would have been better spent in pay rais-
es in the public sector and kidney machines. But, there
is an un miscible parallel between these two spy stories.
In one, a police force abuses its power and brings down
a democratically elected body and the media don't ask
questions. In the other, that same force are exposed
using a mentally under developed child to spy for them.
And still the media don't ask questions.

There is no press pack hounding Ord and Mc Quillan,
the Policing Board took two weeks to get back to the
IRSP when they tried to contact them. Questions need
to be asked about what happened to this boy and no one
seems to want to ask them or even consider the wider
ranging implications of what has been uncovered by the
INLA. WHY? Are nationalist politicians and newspapers
so wedded to this sectarian agreement that they are will-
ing to sacrifice the rights and welfare of this child and
who knows how many others on its altar? Are the organs
of the state, the BBC and ITN, so toothless that they tum
a blind eye while the State and/or Ascendancy blackmail
and corrupt the innocent? Of course they are, that's a
given. Their only concem is to spoon-feed the popula-
tion drivel and sanitised versions of the truth. A version
that cannot be allowed to show that the Agreement has
not worked and will not work. How can it work when
unionists are still empowered with a built-in veto and the
much vaunted reform of the RUC cannot prevent a dis-
abled boy from being abused and debased for low grade
i i work? The ing silence that surrounds
the October 15th break in at the Bloody Sunday Inquire
in London and the fact that English MP's are forced to
ask questions as to why the writings of LVF murder vic-
tim, journalist Martin O' Hagan have yet to be retumed
to his family and publisher only serve to add grist to this
mill. What has changed? The only thing that | can see
that has changed is the unwillingness of the nationalist
press to take up any issue that is not rubber stamped by
Sinn Fein or the Brits.

This has happened before of course, the media manip-
ulation, the covering up of descent, control of percep-
tion, control of the population by using their children to
spy on them. | wonder were it was?

In closing, and at the risk of being sued by John
Grisham, | would like to pose a challenge to those of the
nationalist press in Ireland and the middle-Left broad-
sheets of Britain. Close your eyes, imagine the terror of
a 13 year old Irish boy with leamning difficulties lifted off
the street at his most vulnerable, denied his basic
human and legal right to be seen by his family or by
social services. Alone, scared, with the police all around
you, telling you that you're going to prison if you don't
sell the defenders of your community for 80 pounds a
time. Imagine the fear he then had to live with, the stress
the fear of must have d in his young
mind every time he left his home. Then forget that the
boy is Irish. Don't see him as Muslim or the son of some
Lefty trade unionist. Imagine it's your son. Then open
your eyes, take your fingers out of your assess and drag
this whole sordid mess out into the public domain where
it belongs.

DAMNED
BY THEIR
SILENCE'

Political parties and the media have generally
ignored the fact that the RUC used and abused this
child to get information on republicans in North
Belfast.

Despite being contacted by the IRSP all the main
media groups in the six counties refused to publish
details of the story with the exception of some of
the smaller local papers such as the Derry News
and Andersontown News. And the main political
parties fared little better when they were asked to

publicise the case.

An IRSP spokesperson also contacted the policing
board mouthpiece Denis Bradley and it took him
three days to return his call and acknowledge the
problem. Still no public statement on the matter

though.

The SDLP are also part of the policing boards and
have thus far failed to live up to their own promises
of holding the RUC to account. This proves that the
policing boards are a sham and have no power to
hold wrong doers up to scrutiny. Either this or the
SDLP feel it is appropriate to recruit young mental-
ly disabled children to spy on working class com-
munities.

Either way Denis Bradley and the SDLP positions
on the policing boards are untenable and the time
is right for them to step down and withdraw their
support for this farce. If they do not they will be giv-
ing active credence to the recruitment and abuse
that is undoubtably continuing across the north of
vulnerable children,

Tape

Released by

INLA of Boy’s
Spy Role

The INLA have released a tape
recording of the 13 year old boy
admitting his role in spying for
the RUC. In the tape recording
the mentally disabled boy who
was recruited by the RUC as an
informer gives details of how he
was recruited, how much he
was paid and where he met his
handlers.

The RUC has denied that it
“officially” recruited the 13-
year-old to spy on suspected
republican activists. ACC Alan
McQuillan immediately denied
that he was personally involved
in approving the recruitment of
the boy, stopping short of a full
denial that the boy had actually
been recruited.

The claims are being investi-
gated by Nuala O'Loan, the
police ombudsman.

On the tape the boy, who has a
mental age of eight, admits to
the INLA that he was recruited
as a police informer.

"l was asked to watch men
from the IRA, to keep an eye on
them, see what they were up
to," he said.

In an emotional voice he tells

his interrogators that he was
picked up by the police for snift-
m@ua and-ﬂﬁsvi\q,mdwa‘

‘that' his' mother- would ‘not be
told of the arrest if he agreed to
Spy on suspects.

The boy says he was asked to
watch three named people
from the Ardoyne area of North
Belfast.

"They said to me, "You help us
and we will help you. We will
not tell your mammy that you
have been out being a bad boy
if you help us watch the men
we are after’,” the boy said on
the tape. "The plain-clothes
man in the police station said
he was going to be my new
friend and | was to call him
Johnny, and he said he wanted
to know where these men go
and who they are talking to. He
gave me a mobile phone num-
ber and told me to ring it when
| had any information. When |
would call the number, | would
just say ‘it is me' and they
would come and collect me in &

cop car and Johnny was in the,
back” :

The boy claims he was given
three locations from which to
call the police, including the
Shamrock social club in
Ardoyne. He also alleges that
he led police to an arms cache.

"My friend told me he had seen
‘(a named man) put stuff there. |
called Johnny. He met me with
another uniformed policeman.
We drove up and down an
alleyway in the armoured car. |
pointed out where | knew there
was stuff buried.”
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ENDS AT

A week long factory occupation at Richardsons IFI
plant in Belfast has ended despite a clear outcome
over pension payments for workers.

Workers at Richardsons earlier last month had been
informed by IFI bosses, which includes the 26 County
administration who has a sizeable stake in the company,
that they were being laid off.

The occupation began as workers angered at redundancy
payments that would have left them receiving far less than
what pensioners in the so-called ‘free state’ are receiving
at present. Protest rallies were held outside the Irish
Minister for Finance office in Dublin which were attended
by other former workers from two other IF| factories.

In discussions between Richardsons workers who agreed
to scap signing any deal with the bosses following talks
involving the 26 County administration.

“People here can't believe the attitude displayed towards
workers in talks we have had with IFl. We are disgusted
at the way in which we have been treated here today" said
one worker as talks that included Mary Hamey, failed.

One hundred workers began a week long occupation of
the factory in order to highlight their plight, families, rela-
tives and supporters who assisted the sit-in with food
parcels.

Determined to dig in, calls for similar solidarity actions
from Richardsons workers in favour of a better redundan-
cy package from IFI came as the occupation look set to

RICHARDSONS

FACTORY OCCUPATION

draw out. In follow up talks worker represen-
tatives met again to work out a settlement.
Workers holed up at the plant were given
assurances from the company liquidator on
their ninty-day notice and redundancy payments
for all those involved in the dispute.

At the outcome one ex-employee of Richardsons
said, “I'm not pleased at all like most of those
who have been spat upon by our former
employers. | am upset at the fact that
there is still an important issue that
went completely resolved.

“We are now left at the
end of a successful
occupation of our
plant however the
issue of a 60 per cent
shortfall in pension
entitiements for all
the workers
involved.  There
are many lessons
to be learnt in this
dispute for every
worker who s
thrown into such a
nightmare and
that's we have all
got to stand our
ground!”

Mary Harney: Anti-worker to the core!

BRAY ESTATE’S

ANTI SOCIAL
FAMILIES

Anli-social behavior is now a problem in every housing
estate in Ireland, but the approaches made by the different
authorities in tackling this is very different. In the north at
present the law which is in effect is outdated and has left
many asking for the law introduced on the Britain to be
brought into effect (ie. the exclusion of anti-social individu-
als from local authority housing estates). Is this not what
republicans have been doing when all other alternatives
have been exhausted? Sylvia Hermon MP has been
requesting a law which Irish Republicans have been
administering for many years.

However in the 26 counties despite anti-social legislation
being introduced residents in Bray feel totally abandoned
by the Gardai, Bray Urban Distrcit Council and most elect-
ed representatives with the exception of David Grant a
local councillor.

In August of 2001 a group of residents from Ard Na Greine
went to the local authorty with a litany of offences perpe-
trated against them by a local resident and her extended
family. No solution was put in place and the residents left
their meeting with the town clerk totally demoralised. The
council stated they could not act without convictions. Now
enter Bray Gardai who for five months had been advising
residents not to make statements as this may make their
situation worse! What they were telling was was they they
would not act against these people despite local pressure
for them to do so!

Many residents were already frightened as they had wit-
nessed first hand this family and others associated with
them totally destroy the house next door to them occuped
by a young mother and her two year old child. At that time
| along with Kathleen Oliver, Chairperson of Ard Na Greine
Residents Assoication spoke to Ms Louise Farrell,
Housing Officer with BUDC about the terrifying ordeal Ms
Caroline Moorehouse had experienced with her young
child as window after window of her home was smashed
and her garden and property vandalised. No one in this
housing estate ever witnessed any abuse by Caroline
Moorehouse and so she was offered a new home as it was
agreed it was in the interest of her safety and that of her
young child. There was to be no happy ending as the anti-
social resident from Ard Na Greine and a member of her

family then broke the windows of Ms Moorehouse's new
home on her first night there, forcing her to seek accomo-
dation away from Bray altogether. Despite many state-
ments being given to Bray Gardai and the residents being
informed that the DPP had come back with a recommen-
dation that 13 charges be pi for prt 1 - not
one charge has been filed. The excuse given to the resi-
dents was that the Garda concemed went on holiday and
forgot to prossess them before hand. The number of
charges abandoned beggar belief to many decent people.
All the incidents below were reported to the Gardai:

Q A mother of four received a visit from this resident’s
father who threatened her in front of her two small children
stating that if she ever complained about anything his
daughter said to her he would personnally cut her throat
NO CHARGE!

Q A mother of six who asked this individual's children to
move away from her house due to the foul language that
this resident’s six and eight year olds were using against
her two year old child in his own path was greated by the
children’s grandfather trying to punch her when she
answered her front door. NO CHARGE!

Q A widower with four young children had to listen to a
torent of abuse from this resident drunk in the middle of
street that he would not own a car except for the fact his
wife was in the grave causing great distress to both him
and his children. NO CHARGE!

Q A seven year old was approached in his own garden by
this individual and told his father was a dead man and he
and his brothers and sisters would end up in care or be
burnt to death. This child wet himself with fear and was
distressed for weeks. AGAIN NO CHARGE!

Q A single mother of two children was bombarded for
months with "Go Home British Soldiers” for one reason
and one reason only - she is english. This christian lady
and her children have been spat at and jeered by this indi-
vidual and her family in the name of Repulicanism. | per-
sonally along with my wife have told this lady that her next
door neighbour is not a F ican but a sick individual
hiding behind Republican music and | was sorry she was
given the impression that this was normal republican
behaviour.

The list of offences could go on forever and there does not
seem to be any light at the end of the tunnel for the resi-
dents in Ard Na Greine as events of the last few months
have taken a more serious tone. While Bray Gardai have
responded to every call, the residents believe that even

though the ordinary Gardai are professional and sympa-
thetic to their plight their efforts are being thwarted by oth-
ers above them. If this is the case we ask the question
WHY?

With some charges now before the court the residents say
that it Is only with the bail conditions in place that prohibit
these people from entering the area that tension has
eased for them. One resident stated that it was great not
to greeted by them drunk on a Friday evening and to be
able to get a good night's sleep without their singing and
obsenities at all hours. Not a single threat issued from this
resident from her property was prosecuted as we were all
Informed there was nothing that could be done as she was
on her own property.

My wife who voiced strong objections to the behaviour of
a local drug dealer had been screamed at and threatened
by these individuals and despite most incidents being on
camera there are no charges. The drug dealer's took great
delight in bursting my childrens footballs for the past eight
months and sent one of their henceman to burm my chil-
dren's playhouse and cut the ropes off their swings. The
two families who have been foremost in the campaign
agsinst these elements have been living under threat for
the last twelve months and events of the past year only
serve to wam them of the danger involved.

Earlier this year one resident was threatened by our anti-
social resident that her new Ford Mondeo would not look
so good when an acid job was done on it. Five months
later her car and that of my wife were destroyed with acid.
Despite video footage being given to Bray Gardai, no-one
has been charged.

Just before Christmas last year a local pensioner arrived
home to find his son's car smashed up and once again the
perpatrators are believed to be members of our anti-social
resident's family. No one has been charged with this
destruction of property. Later that same night this quiet,
highly respected widower was viciously assaulted and left
unconscious in the middle of the street. He was to require
ten hours of neuro-surgery to save his life and spent many
weeks in hospital. Since then he has suffered many set-
backs due to the injuries he sustained in this mindless
attack and like most right thinking people are at loss as to
why no-one has been charged with this assault.

What, | ask, are people in Bray to do about anti-social
behaviour when the authorities won't help?
Will it take someone to be murdered first?
Why are some families in Bray immune from prosecution?

GO! MOVE]
SHIFT|

Over 17 traveller families Unde
o

siege in Ennis County Clare

Shannon Development

In what has been described g
a welcomed boost' in the !atéa}
stand off for travellers ngh;;
Irish folk singer, Christ Moore
turned up in a show of sohdam:
After talking to families al m’e
illegal site he told the Wwaiting
press “l have always associated
with the struggle of travellers |
want to see the situation at firs
hand to understand what is hap-
pening

The Irish Republican Socialist
Party told the Starry Plough
“Serveral families at the site
have arrived in the area after
being forced out from other
locations around Ennis and
stress is already affecting the
health of many of those families
involved

“This is a situation were you
have big business, the rich and
powerful, dictating who does
and who doesn't have rights in
this country.

This is a time when lravellers
rights are being eroded away
without much being said about
it, itis high time we have justice
for the travellers, for our class!

TILLIE AND
HENDERSON
BUILDING TO
BE TOPPLED?

The world famous Tillie and
Henderson Building beside
Derry's Craigavon Bridge may
finally be facing demolition fol-
lowing 37 arson attacks over the
past couple of months. The dem-
olition of this building may suit
the current owner property mag-
net Diljit Rana who has plans to
build an hotel on the site. He
paid £950,000 for the site in
1999

A representative of the IRSP in
Derry called on Diljit Rana to
come clean to the people of
Derry on his plans for the site

The spokesperson also demand-
ed answers from Diljit Rana on
why the building was not
secured months, if not years.
before this latest disaster. ‘It has
been known for some time now
that young people have been
using this derelict building as
somewhere to hang out in. Used
aerosols and empty drinks cans
and bottles have been piling up
for months. There were very sef-
ous concerns raised by local res-
s to why the building was

given Diljit Ranas
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AN POST

PAYS

UP

AFTER
DISPUTE!

Just when Postal workers
thought that things couldn’t
get any worse the bosses in
An Post attempt to introduced
a number of ‘new special
arrangements’ in an effort the
clear up a back log of rural
mail deliveries.

At one stage, the sorting dispute
which developed in county Mayo

The Starry Plough managed to
speak to one postal worker in
Tramore, in the south-east who
was one of many asked by their
employers An Post to sort out
mail from their homes.

He told us:

“Yeh, it is totally

ridiculous that workers are now
being asked to not only work a
full days shift but

take home

as post workers held a series of
strike-action protest rallies last-
ing several hours in anger a pro-
posed new arrangements. The
dispute itself lasted for three
months in all as members of the
Irish Postmasters Union around
the country came out in support.

It spread to other areas of An
Post affecting distribution cen-
tres in town such as Athlone,
Roscommon, Galway and
Longford. In several demonstra-
tions, postal workers demanded
better pay. It was esti d that

mail and sort it out over the
kitchen table.

“Not only are postal workers
under paid, we are now asked to
work more hours for less
wages!”

IPU representatives claimed a
victory in talks with management
as workers balloted to accept a
new pay offer. Pressure was on
An Post as workers came out in
numbers in fear that they may
loose millions leading up to the
most ble time of the year

over 1,600 postal workers have
been asked to sort out mail in
their own homes as part other
An Posts plans.

---_-------------—--_-------—----\

‘Subscribe!

ror UNCENSORED pouriTicS

O £5/€8/$7.50
O £10/€16/$15.00

(prices inclusive of postage)

6 issues
12 issues

Send me the next...

for them. An Post was hit twice
as hard in the pocket when sort-
ing offices closed Mondays and
Fridays.

The Hitl

from every other lamp post in the Village.

political afiliations.”

dangerous thugs.”

Israeli Flags
Taken Down
by UDA to
Appease
Fascist
Visitors

The UDA in South Belfast ordered the removal of all pro-Israeli signs
and flags from the Village area because they didn't want to offend
Nazi groups who were visiting the area recently. The far-right were in
town to take part in the loyalist terror group’s Remembrance Day com-
memoration in which they honour their members who were killed by
R ipping fanatics stayed at loyalist homes
in the Village and Whitewell — areas where they have strong ties.
Then on Rememberence Sunday they joined other loyalists who went
en masse to Roselawn Cemetery to take part in the main commemo-
ration. Like other loyalist hotbeds throughout the city, Israeli flags flew

Sick graffiti glorifying the murder of Palestinians also adorned walls in
the area. But come poppy day, it had all strangely disappeared.

An IRSP representative in the area said the UDA's Israeli u-tum
proves that loyalists have a “schizophrenic outlook to their supposed

He went on, “This just proves the fact that loyalists are apolitical as a
group. Politically bankrupt as they say. They have no political integri-
ty and only exist for power and money within Protestant working class

“If anything highlights a lack of loyalist integrity then this is it,” he said.
“Incidents such as this and very serious sectarian attacks are contin-
uing and heightening. This is happening whilst the Irish and British
governments are going out of their way to appease these extreme and

COMMUNITY SECTOR
OUTRAGED!

Voluntary and Community sector organisations
throughout the north west downed tools for the day
to highlight the growing concems within the sector

In Derry hundreds of workers took apart in a march
and rally at Guildhall square which coinsided with a
planned meeting between the government and com-
munity sector forum held in the city's Verbal Arts
Centre.

As the meeting got under way, speaker after speak-
er told the protesting crowds outside the Guildhall of

the looming crisis within the voluntary and communi-
sectors.

Several members of the Irish Republican Socialist
Party in Derry attended, a spokesperson who is one
of many affected by the crisis told the Starry Plough
“This is a show of how angry the voluntary and com-
munity sector is right now.

“There is outrage at the lack funding which in tum
means job losses that will hurt deeply our communi-
ties and the services that people rely on daily and of!
course there is the red tape which slows all our work
and programmes down due to delays in grant aid
from local councils. We are here today to let them
know that it is not on!"

Cheques and Postal
Orders should be made
payable to:

The Starry Plough

Ainm/Name

Send subscription to:
The Starry Plough

Seoladh/Addr

PO Box 1981, Derry,
BT48 8GX,

IRELAND.

’----_-

Canadian Auto
Workers Hit
Out At Bush’s
War Plans

The Canadian Auto Workers
Union issued a call recently for
workers to oppose Bush and
Blair's war plans on Iraq. This
call was adopted by the
National Executive Board of the
union on 21st November.

The statement read, “Our
determination to oppose unjust
aggressive wars by the strong
against the weak must remain
unshaken. President Bush's
obsession with Irag’s Saddam
Hussein - and the oil fields he
controls - is one such exam-
ple.”

The statement went on
“Saddam Hussein is a murder-
er and a dictator that many
Iragis would dearly like to see
replaced with a democratic
government. However, as mis-
erable as Iragis are living in
Saddam's Irag, most faced
even more terror from the U.S.
bombs dropped on them duﬂng |
the Gulf War.” ¢

“Even today, the Iegaw of that
war lives on in an elevated rate
of cancer from depleted urani-
um from bombs dropped during
the attacks 12 years ago.
Above all, Iragis blame the U.S.
for the punishing UN sanctions
that have cost the lives of more
than one million Iragis, espe-
cially from lack of medical sup-
plies.”

“Saddam is a tyrant, without
question, but so are many of
the other leaders whom Bush
welcomes to his hypocritical
“war against evil". We must be
grateful to the UN Security
Council for stalling the Bush
drive to war by insisting that
weapons inspectors retum to
Iraq.”

They called for the settling of
the Arab-Israeli conflict which
they said is “one of the great
sources of tension between the
Muslim world and the west.”

‘They call finished by openly

describing Bush’s war as a
form of state terrorism. “The
priority is to stand up against
the latest version of American
imperialism: Bush's insistence
that the U.S. has a natural right
to intervene unilaterally in any
part of the globe for any reason
it decides, really a form of state
terrorism. The priority is to
reconstruct Afghanistan. The
priority is to demand that such
dubious American allies as
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
commit to democracy, women's
equality, and the equitable
development of their societies.

And the statement concluded
by stating “The priority is to
treat Muslim immigrants in
western countries with the
respect due all citizens.”
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OTHER
MEMORIAL
EVENTS

Apart from the unveiling in the
Gransha area of Belfast to mark
the deaths of Ronnie Bunting
and Noel Little plans are current-
ly under way to mark the deaths
of other volunteers killed during
the last 30 years.

A i on 5th D

1983 and aged 26, Joe Craven,
a volunteer in the Belfast
Brigade of the INLA was assas-
sinated by an Ulster Volunteer
Force gunman (claimed under
the cover name Protestant
Action Force) who opened fire
from a motorcycle, killing him
and wounding his two brothers
as they walked home from the
Department of Health and Social
Services office in
Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim.

At his funeral, the priest refused
to accompany the coffin to
Milltown Cemetery in West
Belfast, where the INLA were to
provide military honours.

The Royal Ulster Constabulary
moved in, trying to prevent the
display of a black beret and
gloves atop the coffin outside the
Craven home, and clashes
occurred between the moumers
and the RUC. The family refused
to bring the coffin out until the
security forces moved back.
When they finally did move
away, the coffin was brought
back out, but the RUC immedi-
ately moved in again. Two men
were arrested in the subsequent
scuffle.

The coffin was eventually carried
away by mourners with the
beret, gloves, and Starry Plough
flag on top.

A plaque will be unveiled shortly
to Volunteer Craven in the
Bawnmore area of North Belfast.
Check with your local IRSP rep-
resentative for details.

Derry Plaques

Plans are also at an advanced
stage for a plaque in the Bogside
area of Derry to INLA Volunteer
Colm McNutt who was killed by
undercover British soldiers on
12th December 1977. The
plaque will be unveiled near the
spot where Colm, who was only
eighteen years old, was killed.
He was ambushed by undercov-
er soldiers as he attempted to
hijack a car in the William Street
area. Colm was the first member
of the IRSM to die as a result of
the war situation in the Derry
area.

And in February 2003 in the
Leafair Park area of Shantallow,
Derry, an improvement will be
made to the existing memorial to
INLA Volunteer Neil McMonagle.

Neil was lured out of a house in
the area in which he was
babysitting and shot a short dis-
tance away. He died at the
scene. A friend survived.

After the shooting the RUC
swamped the area and refused
an ambulance access to the two
wounded men for over ten min-
utes. The SAS man responsible
for killing Neil was killed himself
in a shoot out in Dunloy, Co
Antrim the following year. He
had previously been awarded a
medal for killing Neil.

Ronnie Bunting
& Noel Little
remembered in
Belfast unveil-
ing ceremony

Ronnie Bunting, left a

Little, right, who were murdered
by a state sponsored death squad
in 1980. Below Bernadette
McAliskey delivers speech at

unveiling of plaque

A plaque was unveiled in a cere-
mony in Belfast at the beginning
of October in memory of two
Republican Socialists who were
murdered at the hands of a pro
brit death squad in 1980.

Noel Little and Ronnie Bunting
were killed during an attack on
the Bunting home on 15th
October 1980. The attackers
came in the middle of the night
as both men slept, smashed
through the front door and made
their way upstairs and entered
two seperate bedrooms where
both men were sleeping. During
the attack Ronnie's wife
Suzanne was seriously injured
when she was shot six times as
she tried to protect her husband.

Reports at the time suggested
that this was not the work of loy-
alists as was claimed but,

ever found led people 1o
that this was in fact the won
the SAS. Those involved n 4
attack didn't speak
anackandwoumlﬂuy 4
Loyalists at the time rarely i
tured into nationalist areas |
carmy oul such audacie
killings. An attack like this yo;
undoubtablyhmbegnmy
ficult for loyalists to camy
without some form of assist;
from the state forces.

The new plaque, which is jog;
ed on the former home of R
Bunﬁng.wasmveugdw 3
members of the dead mep
ing the "ceremony. Ger,
Murray of the Teach na Fa
Memorial Committee ¢
proceedings by thanking the
present for turning up. He a
claimed that the men were kil
on the direct orders of
warlord M

of the p ional
manner in which the attack took
“place, the timing, the fact that
there were no arrests and
because no getaway car was

From The Starry Plc;ugh: Samhain/November 1980
“Ronnie Bunting and Noel Lyttle died as they lived - as revolut

| socialist ina
military forces of British Imperialism in the Six Counties. The unash
grief and sense of loss shown in Belfast's Milltown Cemetery last we
is doubtless mirrored by gloating satisfaction in British militarist and o

reactionary circles in these islands.

“But in Pearse's historic phrase, they are fools. They understand neith
the commitment that drove Ronnie Bunting and Noel Lyttle nor the ir

hatched by the combi

ration that their example - in life as well as death - provides and will cons

tinue to provide to countless other Irish men and women.”

Vilenm!

the Hunger Strike.

This project is an entirely voluntary undertaking by the ex
th and th relies totally on donations fro
abroad. With the erection of these plaques, we will be rep
‘debt to the lasting memory of the men and women who
lives during that heroic period of republicanism. - :

Teach Na Failte would be really pleasodbheaf
ean'help)In any way. Anyone who helps with a donation

% S s
Funeral of Bunting and Little

Teach na Fail &

FoImImittec
AppEel

Teach Na Failte is a registered charity, which represents the inl
of ex-pfisoners who at one time or another were associated voill'ti

& ~
el (&

We have established a Memorial Committee with a view to ere
wall plaques in various parts of Belfast in memory of our Anti H-
activists and their comrades who were killed during the dark d

poster

copy of a

should be made payable to:
ULSTER BANK, &
1 ANTRIM ROAD,
BELFAST BT1528E

Teach Na Failte No 2 Account,

poster hunger s
themselves. All donations great or small will be welcome. C!

Account No 73030255, Branch Code

——
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First of all | would like to thank the memorial com-
mittee for inviting me here today to the unveiling of
a fitting memorial to two fine republican socialists

Standing watching our slight mishaps, | am remind-
ed that the IRSP was never quite as good at the
choreography as the big organisations but they
were always sounder on the principles. | think that it
is important to remember in the context of
Republicanism, which is a very broad church with
many different tendencies within it, of the small
socialist movement within that.

It has always been much smaller and much more
vulnerable than the broad church itself. But its his-
tory is as old, as honourable and as brave as that of
any other sections of the Republican movement. As
| already said before and repeat here today, the
IRSP, probably made more mistakes than anybody
else, | don't think that even in the days in which |
was in it- we did not leave any mistake that could be
made unmade. But we leamnt from our mistakes,
and as a small grouping, the IRSP certainly had a
higher percentage of good people, of brave people,
of incorruptible people, of socialist people than any
other organisations within the independence and
resistance movement. And for a small organisation
per head of its population of b P by
suffered more than any other organisations.

Just listening to Paul speaking of Noel Little, | am
reminded of how many comrades went to their
grave with the red flag placed on their coffin. | am
particularly mindful of Noel and Ronnie at the time
of the hunger strike movement and many people
here were maybe too young to remember that time.

They were two different characters. As Paul said,
my memory of Noel Little is precisely that of a va!-
ued critical thinker. Noel had a great mind, apd it
didn’t matter what you said, he could shake it up
and state it in six different ways to make.surg that
you had all asp of your thinki \ He
was a keen organiser. He was older than Ronnie.

Ronnie was an activist; he was very active in both
the political and military movement here in Belfast.
In many ways, one was a thinker and the other a
doer, but both of them contributed to that very small
and dedicated group of jalists within the
Republican movement at the crucial time of the
hunger strikes. et

Itis imp to

ber the tion that was
made by people like them, because when we 00k

back over history now it is almost forgotten that in
terms of organisations and prisoners, the IRSM and
the INLA, in comparison with its size within the
struggle, contributed volunteers and men sacrificed
their lives on that hunger strike. Their personal polit-
ical ideology and their organisational affiliation are
now virtually forgotten. They are just part of the ten
hunger strikers. By default, people who never knew
them assume them to have been simply members
of the broad Republican movement and represent-
ed by the Irish Republican Army.

Itis important to make that distinction not to be polit-
ically sectarian, not to be divisive, but because in
the days, years and months that are coming, there
will be no Irish Republican Army. We are looking at
this point at the final stage of the Peace Process,
which is the disbanding of the main organisation of
military resistance for over 100 years.

In order to facilitate the development of the Good
Friday Agreement and in order to facilitate the set-
ting up of devolved government and local power
sharing systems, it was crucially necessary and
could not have been done, had the British not been
able to enlist within that process the leadership of
the broad republican movement, both politically and
military. But equally in order to maintain the British
position, while it was necessary to draw them in to
facilitate its creation, the maintenance of those sys-
tems and their smooth running mean that they must
now be ded. They were y to create
devolved administration; they are not necessary to
maintain it. It is as simple as that.

Sinn Fein as the leadership of the single biggest
isation in the broad republ is
now facing two choices. One is to stay in the
bly by ding to the of the other
people who wish to maintain it: disband the Army. It
is as simple as that. Not my organisation, not my
army, not my choice, not my nightmare. | didn’t vote
for the Good Friday Agreement and told them this
day was coming as early as 1994, as did many
other people here. That's their choice. Their other
choice is to walk away from government.

d when the

invaded Stormont. There was a day when
Gerry Kelly would have walked out on his heel and
told them where to stick their Assembly. There was
a day when Bairbre de Brun would have walked

| would have preferred to have seen the instinct of
the bri -

down the steps of Stormont pulling the door behind

her and say *When you are serious about democ-

Speech by Bernadette McAliskey
at unveiling of plaque in memory
of Ronnie Bunting and Noel Little

Section of the crowd at the unveiling to the new plaque in memory of Noel Little and Ronnie Bunting.

racy, call me back?.

That's not to say that they should embark upon tak-
ing people back to war, embark in some increase of
violence or threat to the public peace. Those are not
the choices. The choice, no matter how long they
take about it, will simply be to disband, demobilise
and demilitarise entirely their organisation, and go
as Mr Trimble has said, wholeheartedly into consti-
tutional g and the itutional running
of the state or to walk away from government.

We have always had choices, and maybe part of
the distinction of this small grouping and the small
number of leftists and socialists, is that we have
always known there were choices and have always
taken responsibility for the choices that we make.
Nobody ever made me do anything. | made my own
choices and stood by them, some of them were
hard choices, some of them were bad choices, but
| took responsibility for them. So did Noel Little, so
did Ronnie Bunting. Some of the choices people
took led them to their graves.

| remember the time when one after another my col-
leagues and comrades were brought down, for no
reason other than they were part of the National H
Block Armagh Committee.
That committee was set up to create mass support
for the men and women in prison. It was a very
strong committee. Miriam Daly was crucial to it,
of her ledge of foreign
She spent timeless hours i in
other and circulating them for P
tion in Europe before there was email.

Ronnie Bunting was crucial to that because he
organi and maintained and il to the
defence of local people who stood out in the street
in the dark campaigning and praying for the prison-
ers. Noel Little was crucial to it because of his criti-
cal mind and organisational ability.

John McMichael, the leader of the UDA, made a
public statement on television that he would take
the leaders of the National H Block Armagh
Committee out. That his men would go into the
areas in which we lived and execute that is the word
he used- one by one the leaders. And so he did. As
Noel Little and Ronnie Bunting were both appointed
to take the positions of people who had been killed,
they too were killed in their tum.

Not one Single loyalist was arrested. John

McMichael was never arrested or questioned about

the statement that he made. The slaughter of the
leaders of the unarmed, non party political, openly
d ic and p ful isation known as the
National H Block Armagh Committee continued
until it suited the British government to arrest Mr
Smallwood, Mr Watson, and Mr Graham outside my
own door in the belief that | and my husband were
already dead.

Ronnie Bunting was shot in front of his wife and his
children and his wife Suzanne, good friend col-

league and comrade of my own, has in my opinion
never been recognised not simply for her loss, but
for her attempt to defend the life of Ronnie Bunting
and Noel Little with her own life. And she did. And
she suffered grievously as a result.

Those things only came to an end when the British
government had another agenda. Not because any-
body changed their mind, not because the funda-
mental conditions of this country had changed, not
because the needs or principles of the struggle had
changed or because the people involved in the
struggle had changed. The tactics changed
because the British government needed them to
change. And many years later, the same remains
true.

The end of that hunger strike period came when the
British government decided that a better option
would be to see since it was clear that there were
people in this country who were prepared to die
hour by hour, minute by minute, second by second
during a period of 75 days, that there were thou-
sand of people who would stand with them, that as
they slaughtered their leaders, people simply grew
in number, it would be a better tactic to see who
could be bought, since it appeared that very few
could be intimidated.

We have been embarked from the 1980s until now
in separating out those who could be bought, those
who could be fooled and those who could be intim-
idated for the rest. People standing here today are
small in number, but there are other people like us.
We the soul of socialism in this

we constitute the spirit of republicanism in this
country.

Like Noel, like Ronnie, we constitute the people
who can't be bought, who can't be fooled, who
can't be intimidated. It's time comrades we
organised!




An interview

Itis d that there is

ly 14,000 heroin addicts
in Dublin City. There are large areas of the capital city of

with the Coalition Of Communitie

those involved in the drugs trade. We have consistently lobbied
to secure a more effective response from the state and ir;

pidemic He

ing to offer but death and devastation. While the removal of
these pushers did have an significant effect in reducing supply

Aga
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In recent years the greed of the drug barons, who are mak-  Starry Plough: No one can argue that your organisation is at  public which is ry for the to  whereby the addict's been :c_ally & o doal
ing millions, has increased, this has led to a number of the forefront in tackling head on the problems associated with  tackle the p and perh: more imp such meas- with the drug

drug related gangland killings. Greed and power is what
the brown and white power offers these young men.

The Starry Plough carried out an interview with Ciaran
Perry and Jimmy Mulhall of the Coalition Of Communities
Against Drugs which is a Dublin based organisation who
for years have and still continue to tackle the Heroin epi-
demic head on.

"Off we get and cross the road into a dead-end full of two
bedroom houses. Down the end of it, there's a brick wall
six foot high. So we jumped over that and the first thing we
saw is two blocks of red brick flats. "Lovely”, | say to
myself, “there it is. Fatima™.

Fatima Mansions is about eight or nine blocks of flats.
Each block is named with a letter of the alphabet, and the
block I'm looking for is H Block. | always thought that was
funny. Of all the blocks the dealers pick to sell "H" from,
they have to pick H Block...

As soon as we get to H Block, we're hit from all angles with
people selling gear. It's a bit like a market. Instead of,
“Here, I've got lovely shirts here for twenty pound,” the
dealers shouting, " are ye looking? Here. Here’s lovely
gear ,young fella”.

Yogi - The junk yard - voices from an Irish prison.

Starry Plough: When was the Coalition of Communities
against Drugs established and Is there any Community groups
or Organisations affiliated to C.0.C.A.D.?

C.0.C.A.D: The Coalition of Communities against Drugs
established in the summer of 1996. It is an umbrella organisa-
tion of community based anti-drug groups who are concerned
about the serious problem of drug abuse in Ireland and who are
working to address this life or death issue at local level. This
anti drugs movement has been responsible for giving other
community enhancement bodies a sense of purpose, and
removed much of their fears and apprehensions, allowing them
to assert their rights more vigorously. COCAD and it's affiliated
groups is made up of a collection of working class people who
have organised to confront and expose drug dealers head on,
who for years have caused death and devastation which is
mainly confined to working class communities .We have over
the years organised a vast number of marches against these
parasites which culminated with many of them vacating their
homes. Over the past six years COCAD has worked consis-
tently to reclaim our Communities from the grip of the p{.l’shers

Drug Abuse. This undoubtedly is an important Public Service
which involves an input from the Community. Surely this impor-
tant work is rewarded with an influx of Public funding?

C.0.C.A.D: It is the exact opposite, the only funding we have
received to date was £10,000 pounds from the combat pover-
ty agency which we used to research and produce our policy
document "Facing the Future” which was published in early
2000. We have met with different Ministers numerous times
over the years to discuss certain issues including funding, and
while they were civil and helpful, their ié i was

ures have deterred novice users.

Starry Plough: Was there any marches organised by

C.0.C.A.D directed against those involved in the sale and dis-

tribution of cannabis which some anti-drug activists consider to

be a soft drug or were fined to those involved in

selling hard drugs e.g. heroin, cocaine, ecstasy and do you
?

ly replaced by the Eastem fegy Board. Methadone
mentally adgchg Jt includes such si
as rotten teeth and bones gy, | sedation of the user.

whie ethadone with otf
3 rose to prominer
1980s with the public heath magtion to the growth of
and HIV, and its use was angig mainly motivated fo
Pposes of harm reduction - businesses and proj

believe that all or some drugs should be decriminali:

C.0.C.A.D: Yes, we marched on Brian Meehan, who was later
o Ettlntias

confined to putting us in the right direction in regards to apply-
ing for funding. Other than the combat poverty agency any
funding we have applied for has been turned down for a num-
ber of reasons including the more common excuse of not
reaching the criteria. Our only means of fund-raising is raffles,
pigeon auctions, functions, race nights and voluntary dona-
tions. This lack of funding for COCAD should be seen in the
light of over €50million spent on the Local Drug Task Forces as
well as all the rest of the funding that has gone into the 'Drugs
Industry'. Yet, none of this iture has seri i

on the drugs crisis in the country. Organisations such as
COCAD, which challenge the status quo and attempt to
mobilise local communities, will always be denied state fund-
ing. The state sees such organizations as enemies.

Starry Plough: At the Height of the Anti-Drug Campaign your
I was at the in ising against
the dealers, where many of them were given an ultimatum of
either stop dealing or your out, while this was necessary and
some was achieved, the Irish i Sociali

d of the murder of crime j i

bberies, without regard for e reasons driving the

he along with John Gilligan sold on hundreds of kilos of
cannabis a week to other dealers, but the majority of pushers
we marched on were heavily involved in the sale and distribu-
tion of heroin , cocaine , ecstasy, but having said that we don't
discriminate, if the majority of ina wanted

addiction.

While, Methadone can be l in many cases,
a number of conditions treatment and the
of facilities which render it tual. Not only th
active practice of off the drug but

weaning
urgent need for local-based,

to march against any dealer irrespective of what they were dis-
tributing, we support them totally. In regards to i

to keep young drugs, treat thos
on them and provide aftetario ensure relapses d

tion ,the is gly being adh that certain
drugs in should be decriminali Some
people see little harm in drugs. Maybe there is even one or two
who read this article who use them! It is a recreational thing,
they say, and harms no one. On the contrary, the drug gangs
that ply their trade in working class communities are con-
sciously killing not only the heart of working class communities
but also the bodies of our youth. Ireland has the youngest pro-
portion of drug addicts in the world. National drugs policy has
to be trally d with ing drug use and it is not
clear how declaring the use of another drug to be socially
acceptable would assist in this. It should be noted that

Party would see this as a short term measure as the Desperate
Addict would always follow the Pusher. Would you agree or dis-
agree with this analysis based on your own experiences.?

C.0.C.A.D: We would agree to disagree for the following rea-
sons, for many years certain areas including local authority flat
have been d to develop i as

> is Is not an entirely harmless substance as is some-
I{mss pi . R has blished a range of health
risks associated with it's use as well as provoking dependancy.
The vast majority of heroin addicts stated that cannabis was a
stepping stone which lead to the use of harder drugs. The fact
that certain harmful and addictive substances such as parac-
etamol and codeine are currently legally available is not an

drug markets, attracting buyers from far and near. If you are a
parent who has to raise children in this environment, were on a
daily basis you are fearful to allow your children out unaccom-
panied for fear of them coming into contact with a disregarded
needle which would probably be infected with HIV or AIDS, or

it ing de addicts i ing th

G for adding to the list. It should be borne in
mind by those ad\ g the decrimi i that
there is still a great deal of work to be done by the scientif
community with regards to the effects of long term use.

Starry Plough: Is Methadone, which is a heroin substitute

7 g on your
stairways and landings, terrified your children will be offered
drugs, afraid of leaving your home for fear of being robbed,
after a short time you, along with your family become prisoners
in your own community. Out of fear and frustration anti-drug
organisations including COCAD evolved, which gave commu-
nities not only the courage to arise from their knees but also the

where we have worked tirelessly to the of

to rid their of those who had noth-

The Irish Republican Socialist Party 6 point policy
plan which revolves around a long term anti drug
strategy where the emphasis is on adequate preven-
tative measures which are necessary in combating
the drug epidemic that has devastated working class

communities.

If the Irish Government are sincere about their
resolve to implement measures that can have an
effect in helping to eradicate the drug epidemic then

~ommonly used to detox addicts, an adequate long term solu-
tion in the treatment of addicts?

c.O.c.A:D: Not everyone agrees with methadone as an ade-
quate mid to long term solution. We believe methadone is used
as a callous means of stabilising addicts on a regular intake,
and permanently placating them, rather than actually changing
their lives or giving them the hope of recovery. We see

of the following initiatives:

3 ; g pall
we believe it should act to implement some if no

(1) Drug Education and awareness classes sh°
made compulsory in all primary

pen. D in the shat@rm can be successf
can be weaned away from et through the use of
ing level of methadone in a iatively short period of
Pphilosophy of reducing levels o¥er a one-to-two yez
is “ridiculous”. This rate of pugress is too siow an
the tion and inmed@te dedication nece
such a gruelling task. Boredonidepression, a circle
who all abuse drugs and a aa¥ing to fill the void n
easy to fall back. Withoul i
selling, adequate training and
abilty of real prospects and

why they should give up dngs:A more halistic, com
and more integrated appach 8 the way forward.
Starry Plough: Following the Murder of Joumnalis
Guerin and the public outcy P8 death evoked, the |
Justice John O'Donohue Int a number of m
ate 1997 which he manarédWould go a long wz
ridding working class of a drug

rate a 24 hour presen 18MUg dealing blacks;
é‘op:; would target al ko :'g
Dochas achieve its 054

INstead
Prison space

uld b
for those cat
distribution

schools in addition to all state funded YO

training centres.

ment clinics with after care

(2) A long term strategy of provi
Facilities for drug @

4) The imm
nd treat ster for thos

otox @ :
ng detox ddic® Supply clas
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» prevention method rather
gtothe medical philosophy

ysed In

Her

ad On!

Against Drugs

that the vast majority of people targeted for ‘special attention’
by the Gardai at the behest of the state were themselves ang-

ay from their dep:
4 (o stabilise on @ regular

et another drug.

term is extremely problema.t-
qically shified 10 8 scenario
with the drug dealer is mem.
Board. Methadone is highly
B It includes such side glfects
sedation of the user. Itis very
| methadone with other drugs

rose fo prominence in the
Gion fo the growth of Hepatitis
mainly motivated for the pur-
 businesses and property from
b reasons dnving the rates of

Gicial in many cases, there.are
o treatment and the provision
fectual. Not only there is no
bts off the drug but there is an
q term community projects,

depression, a circle of friends.
g to fil the void make it too
dual, group and family coun-
reare sevices, and the avail-
portunities, young addicts ask

decreased doses,  drug and nit who to work
lyin rous to expose those involved in the
sale and distribution of heroin. During this period it was not

uncommon for anti-drug ivists in Dublin to
assemble outside the local Garda barracks calling for the
immediate release of anti-drug activists arrested more often
than not for protesting against drug pushers. We have logged
hundreds of complaints that have been directed at members of
the police and special branch ranging from assault, harass-
ment and intimidation of anti-drug and community activists.

COCAD is in no way anti police. Members of our organisation
sit on their local police forums and we do have dealings with
the police in our local areas. At the moment the Gardai are
unanswerable to anybody. What we want to see is independent
structures on a local and national level that at the very least
play a significant role in determining policing priorities and
reviewing performance. there also needs to be an urgent
reform of the present Garda complaints Board which enjoys lit-
tle credibility in our communities, the practice of having mem-
bers of the Garda Sioch: i ints against
other members of the force needs to be changed. The Gardai
currently have enough and P to seri
tackle the drug problem but unfortunately the political will is not
there.

Starry Plough: In 1997 fianna Fail published a position paper
titled "A radical approach to drugs and drugs related crime®.
One of their key assurances, which was later implemented into
legislation, was the calling for the imposition of a mandatory 10
year term of imprisonment for anyone convicted of being in
possession of controlled drugs with a street value of £10,000
pounds. Was this Fianna Fail inspired initiative supported by
C.0.C.A.D and has it been fully implemented by the Judiciary?

C.O.CAAD: Yes we fully supported this initiative, it brought
about a situation were anti-drug and community activists really
lieved that the were sincere in their public rheto-

more holistic,
the way forward.

urder of Journalist Veronica
death evoked, the Minister for

ric of clamping down on those who sold death and devastation
on a daily basis, but unfortunately the vast majority of dealers
who have been brought before the courts and who fall into the

mandatory 10 year category, only three have been given the
d: the 26 i In Cork,

Ced a number of in
Would go a long way towards
€s of a drug scourge that has
€ a quarter of a century, the
peration "Dochas”, which the
insure that the Gardai would
ing dealing blackspots where
g pushers. Did operation
d prove itself to be an effec-
g dealers?

'was 2 propaganda inspired
0 Prove a camoufiage to fool
hat Gardai would operate a 24
Vackspots, yet not one major

", 1 did not take long to notice

<3

VAL CULL S A
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he failed strategy of providing extra

ction of an attempted murder charge
ght and actively involved in the sale and
Class A drugs.

iate setting up of a drug offenders reg-
e convicted of possession with intent to
SS'A drugs with a street value of 10,000

Yy
Wexford and more recently Dublin, but even worse is the fact
that some have ived ded

The justice system especially the presiding judge should be
held accountable for their failure to fully implement the manda-
tory ten year term, the lack of consistency in the sentencing of
those jicted of importing or i igni qu_aml-
ties of drugs remains a major cause of concern, and we will be
initiating a campaign around this issue in the very near future.

Starry Plough: Tony Felloni a Dublin based heroin dealer wr!o
was caught in 1996 on three separate occasions with herolq in
excess of a quarter of a million pounds was on each occasion
released on bail, he was eventually sentenced to 20 years
imprisonment. Due to the public outcry arising out of this affair,
in1996 the Minister of Justice called for a bail refevend_um to
deny those facing serious charges their constitutional right to

PR RSN
S YA RN

\
L8

euro-sterling or more, this register would be based
on the same criteria attached to the sex offenders
register which stipulates that convicted offenders
must notify the authorities of any change of address
which can be monitored on a regular basis.

(5)The immediate introduction of legislation that
would insure that all monies confiscated by the
Criminal Assets Bureau would be invested back into
the drug abused communities from were it originat-

UL
yel il

oin

bail. Anti-Drug activists campaigned for a no vote on the basis
that not only would a restriction in the constitutional right serve
to infringe individual civil liberties, but would afford the state fur-
ther powers of repression that would be used cynically against
community and anti-drug activists themselves. Did this analy-
sis prove correct and if so why?

C.0.C.A.D: We believe, that analysis proved correct, As far as

wspodeWMMaledmmswuodbbe-
malsmoans,monllrshkmlrwnmommdhmdodwbm
s(aln.MOnusalpmdlsmlhoPommmbymw.
andmonmwahddondmnnoodbhmauhimlm
vidlm.WhlIsami-dnlgsadMsbmﬂywppamdmm
manroICAB,omollhelonsoInnTIlomsolzodhmhmd
propeﬂy,nofoneponnyhasboanmdlrododbackmmo
rived ities from where It originated.

P

Starry Plough: The Irish Republican Socialist Party recently
druwupaGpolMpormydown\entvmu'revoNeSaera
Iongtennanﬁdmgstralagywste&uemphasisisonadequals
p i which are y in ing the
dmamwmmmummmmﬁa
Havlngreadha&pointpoﬂo/doumomwywasm
bers of C.0.C.A.D, support these preventative measures, and
does your organisation have a long term strategy?

C.0.C.A.D: We as members of COCAD would support any
anti-drug ives from q which can make a

ignil bution o iing the sp g epidemic of
drug abuse within our communities. Two years ago we pro-
duced a P it licy nt entitled "Facing the
Future® which outlined a vast number of preventative meas-
ures, but unless there is a commitment from the powers that be
to tackle head on the problems associated with drug abuse
were they implement such proposals, they are not worth the
paper they are written on.

What we attempted to do by producing this document was to
advance policy positions which we believe will assist in improv-
ing the si in the ities that are rep d with-
in COCAD, by and large these are marginalized working class
ities that have bome the brunt of recurring epidemics

anti-drug activists were the bail was
merely a populist, with the then

and the main opposition parties wanting to appear that they
were getting tough on crime in the light of an upcoming gener-
al election. The Government wanted to use the case of Tony
Felloni for changing the bail laws, because they failed to open
their eyes to the obvious, that if the prosecution and court sys-
tem had carried out their respective responsibilities, Felloni
would have been sentenced long before he was charged with
the second offence. In November 1996 despite the campaign
for a 'No' vote the bail referendum was duly passed. The new
Fianna Fail/Progressive Democrat coalition which in opposition
not only d but the said it could
not implement the legislation, as there was.no room in the jails
for the extra people that had to be locked up, three years later
the amendment finally became law. However, in practical
terms, despite state rhetoric to the contrary prior to the refer-
endum, the bail restriction meant for little.

For example, in a three month period towards the end of 1997
in separate seizures, over £3 million pounds of heroin was
seized and some twelve people arrested (one of whom was a
72 year old pensioner from St Michael's estate in Inchicore
Dublin) and charged as a result. Despite the seriousness of the
charges all twelve were released from Garda custody pending
direction from the Director of Public Prosecutions. In stark con-
trast during the same period, three Dublin-based anti-drug
activists were denied bail and held in custody for weeks for
allegedly threatening their local drug pusher.

In 2002 the same happens regulariy , just last week over €1mil-
lion of heroin was seized and the individual arrested in con-

of heroin abuse for over two decades. What we see as being in
the broad interest of these communities is what we seek to
articulate, this is were we are coming from, others approach
the problem from different perspecti

COCAD Cannot hope to provide any magic answers to the
overall problems of drug abuse. We can only contribute to any
debate and discussion on the broad issues and would stress
the continuous need for broad debate.

Starry Plough: In conclusion Is there any thing you would like
to add?

C.0.C.A.D: In conclusion we firmly believe that policy develop-
ment has to take place within the context of a vision. Our vision
is centred on the young people of our communities. We wish to
see them growing up in a safe, drug free environment, devel-
oping their skills and talents and reaching their full potential as
human beings. We wish to see them afforded the same sup-
ports and opportunities in life that are taken for granted else-
where, and in turn ibuting to their ities and socie-
ty in general.

Many Community and Anti-Drug activists in Dublin and beyond

I that the drug-epil ic would have pelled those
within the corridors of power to initiate a multi-faceted
approach which would tackle the drug epidemic, which would
involve an input from both community and statutory bodies.
This new approach we hoped would have not only proved
capable of ing those involved in the ifa and dis-
tribution of heroin throughout Ireland, but also capable of

nection with the seizure was d pending dir from
the DPP and the reason being is because he exploited a loop-
hole in the law which stipulates that all substances have to be
analysed to ascertain that it is indeed a class A prohibited sub-
stance, so if the individual has no he is d on
his own bail, so in essence the bail referendum was not geared
against drug dealers but used as a state weapon to be solely
used against community, anti-drug and political activists.

Starry Plough: In July1996 the Criminal Assets Bureau came

into effect, Did C.0.C.A.D fully support the setting up of C.A.B,

and would it be correct to say that not one penny of the millions

of pounds seized by CAB has been re-invested back into the
ities from were it d?

C.0.C.A.D: We supported it totally, it was perhaps the most
important weapon introduced by the Minister of Justice. The
Criminal Assets Bureau came into effect in July 1996 with the
main aim of identifying and confiscating a criminals wealth. The
act under which it was established allows CAB to get a high
court order to freeze for seven years the actual or suspected
assels of a criminal or someone suspected of being one. If the

ing the core rlying factors in our society which
have for years proved instrumental in leading a section of our
youth into a life of crime and drug-abuse. Sadly, more than six
years later neither has proved the case. Even the National
Drugs Strategy Team has little or no community representation.
Despite token measures and rhetoric from the likes of Fianna
Fail, Fine Gael and the PDs and individuals such as Pat Byme
the garda commissioner, working class communities in Dublin
and beyond remain plagued by the scourge of drug dealers
who sell Addiction, Imprisonment, Misery and Death for profit.

Anyone interested in finding out more about the work carried
out by C.0.C.A.D or would like to receive a copy of their policy
document "Facing The Future Please send a stamp addressed
envelope to: Coalition Of Communities Against Drugs,
Unit 36/37,

Maltings Business Park, Marrowbone Lane, Dublin 8
Email:cocad@eircom.net

All Donations big are small would be greatly accepted and
appreciated.

ed. This money could be used to promote drug edu-
cation and awareness programmes.

(6)The introduction of a longterm strategy of target-
ing deprived, marginalized working class communi-

ties which offer our youth little future, where the con-

priority.
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ditions make them more susceptible to the designs
of the heroin dealer. Major investment in housing,
education, health and employment needs, must be a
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As is often the case in politics the various govern-
ments of the twenty six counties follow the political
direction of the United Kingdom, often between ten
and twenty years after Westminster have ratified poli-
cies for that country.

It would appear that this trend is applicable in the
case of privatisation within the transport system of
the twenty six counties. The privatisation of public
transport in the UK turned out to be a disaster for the
majority of service users but, if media reports are to
be believed, Mr Seamus Brennan, Free State Minister
for Transport, is trying to go down the same route.

The Irish Times headlines on 7.11.2002 read 'Brennan to announce
radical overhaul'. The paper went on to say 'aradical overhaul of pub-
lic transport, including the dismantling of CIE and the introduction of
competition into the Dublin Bus market' was to be announced in the
Dail on the same day, 7.11.2002. The proposals were to be put to a
meeting of the Public Transport Forum, 'a body set up under the
Programme for Prosperity and Faimess (PPF) in Dublin'.

Mr Brennan, it would appear, is hell bent on privatisation. The ques-
tion must be asked has this man leamnt anything from Margaret
Thatchers privatisation programme during the 19802 . There were
occasions when the entire system virtually collapsed as private oper-
ators, particularly on the roads, competed with each other with little or
no regard for the health and safety of passengers and employees
alike, a legacy continuing to this day on Britain's rail and road net-
work. this is not to mention the job losses involved and erosion of
employees pay and conditions as the private companies in true capi-
talist fashion scrambled, and continue to scramble, for even greater
profits. For example many private companies abolished such things
as shift pay and unsociable hours allowances. the shift structure was
altered in many instances with little or no regard for employees with
families simply because the changes were profitable for the firms
involved. This of course led to tension in many households with many
wives and partners being left alone at home at times which they were
not used to and mothers and fathers not being there to entertain their
children when they should have been.

Mrs Thatchers privatisation scheme was aimed, among other things,
at attacking the ability of organised labour mount a serious fight -
back. As the once nationalised industries, bus and rail, were sold off
employees of one newly privatised company taking strike action in
support of their colleagues employed by another firm was d

WORKER

half to time and one third for the first so many hours. This was done,
of course to maximise profits.

‘An larnrod Eireann spokesman said it had sought an increase of
between 9 and 10 percent (the figure was nearer 20% until privatisa-
tion was mentioned), which would be only the second increase since
19-' (what exactly 19-- means is somewhat unclear however that is
what it said in the Irish Times ). The paper continued 'Mr Brennans
announcement of such a restructuring will allow the increases to go
ahead which would not happen in the absence' of such action with-
in the public transport sector. The general public are being asked to
finance, through these increases' a service, which at least partly
presently belongs to them technically, which will ultimately be inferior
to the one already running (which it must be said is far from perfect
due to bad management and lack of government investment in the
correct quarters plus low staff moral and poor pay), due to the profit
factor, and suffer in much the same way as passengers in Britain are
suffering.

The 9-10 percent may well be less than the anticipated increases
expected to come from larnrod Eireann but they are high enough, and
lets be honest the previous inflated figure of 20 percent could well
have been cooked as often happens in the run up to privatisation to
sicken people into believing privatisation to be the only way out for
their transport system. For the same reason the lower figure of
between 9 and 10 percent is paraded to induce acceptance of pri-
vatisation among the populace thus giving government policy an air
of respectability and legality among the electorate. it is amazing how
such a move, a 50% reduction in increases, can be pulled out of a hat
like a white rabbit at the very mention of privatisation, a clear case of
capitalist governmental care of the interests of the capitalist class.

"secondary action” and therefor illegal under the Tories anti-trade
union legislation. Before privatisation the same employees were in
the employment of the nationalised National Bus Company and
British Rail therefore any industrial action mounted by workers in
either industry was against the same employer and could not be
deemed “secondary”. Under privatisation these employees were
scattered between different companies. is this what Mr Brennan is
planning for the working class of Ireland? It would certainly appear so.

Dublin Bus, larnrod Eireann and Bus Eireann are all subsidiaries of
CIE which would be disbanded (CIE is the umbrella company for all
three and its power would be seriously curtailed if privatisation goes
ahead). The Irish Times continues 'Mr Brennan says the move would
enable the three to compete with each other, as well as companies in
the private sector. In other words "perfect competition” as capitalist
economists call it which is far from perfect. This competition would, of
course, set company against company and ultimately (as is designed)
worker against worker, the latter suiting the capitalist system down to
the ground and the former being only a window dressing (as far as the
large companies are concerned) of competition as the directors of the
larger firms will toast their monopolies over very expensive bottles of
champagne and the smaller companies (petty bourgeois) go to the
wall and with them their ployees. To private cc ies such
issues as health and safety are secondary to the good cause of max-
imising profits the same applies to the provision of efficient goods and
services. These would only be provided so long as a profit is to be

appear regarding pay and calculating such pay, which normally
means a lower basic than previous with former allowances and
bonuses “"consolidated” into the basic pay. This of course often cre-
ates the illusion of employees being better off than they were in the
days of the nationalised companies, that is until a closer examinali9n
of the hourly rate is carried out. The findings, in many instances, dx§-
covered that the hourly rate was about the same as previous but this
was WITH former sift pay "consolidated” into the basic, and, again in
many i ime p were reduced from time and one

Under pri as has been proved in the UK, goods and servic-
es are only provided under the conditions and provisions of profitabil-
ity. They have little if anything to do with peoples needs, local or oth-
erwise.

Under the 1987 restructuring when CIE was broken up into three
operations (not to be confused with three companies) the company
had the role of ensuring that there would be no competition between
lamrod Eireann and Bus Eireann bestowed upon it. Such competi-
tion, it was perceived, would be damaging for both. However such a
perception has not lasted in the imaginary world of capitalism, based
on make believe, because now the intrepid Mr Brennan is determined
to introduce such competition which, if other examples in other coun-
tries are anything to go by, will result in job losses, breakdowns in
health and safety, erosion of pay and conditions of employees and a
lot of misery all in the name of profit and competition. Basically every-
thing agreed under the 1987 restructuring and the checks and bal-
ances which it provided are being wiped out proving once again the
instability of capitalism as far as the working class are concerned.

The Irish Independent 8.11 .2002, the day after Mr Brennan had stat-
ed his aims, stated 'bus and rail fares to rise by up to 10 percent and
Dublin Bus routes will be thrown open to private operators. By 2004

private operators will be allowed to compete for an initial 25% of exist- ~

ing and new routes are likely to be put out to tender by a new trans-
port authority for greater Dublin. The private companies will receive a
g0 bvention (go grant in aid) the current is 233
million euro, where routes are loss making but socially vital'. The fig-
ure for this subvention will be far greater than 233 million euro but the
question is why could this money not be granted to a state, or semi
state, company which are not designed to generate huge profits but
merely break even or perhaps make a small profit. They are ids

S MUST BE
PREPARED TO FIGHT!

private companies can expect to receive in compensation for loss
making routes could be given to CIE simply to make them break even.

The main points of Mr Brennans charge towards Thatcherism are 1)
Increase Bus and rail fares by 10 percent. 2) Abolition of the holding
company CIE. 3) Dublin bus routes to be franchised out to private!
competition. 4) Bus Eireann , larnrod Eireann and Dublin Bus to be

ed as sep state p Do not be fooled by the
wording 'separate state companies’, as this can mean a multitude, it
is the thin edge of the wedge privatisation as h. sim-|
ilarly in the UK.

Mr Brennan claims that the companies will "not be privatised”. He
goes on to say "he would demand that the CIE board give increased
independence to the bus and rail subsidiaries, prepare to set up inde-
pendent companies and devolve unspecified central functions to
them". in one simple word, understandable to all but the most severe-
ly handicapped amongst us, PRIVATISATION.

In the United Kingdom 'privatisation under the first Thatcher govemn-
ment began as a piecemeal process but quickened in pace after the
1983 election' (Contemporary British politics Second Edition Bill
Coxall and lynton Robins P. 176).

This was of course the thin edge of the wedge as many former|
nationalised companies such as the National Bus Company were sold
off to private concems often underpriced. many other former nation-
alised companies were sold off cheap and for example 'the National
Audit Office criticised the government over the sale of British Steel
which was underpriced by between £100 and £250 million’ (ibid). Is
this perhaps what Mr Brennan has in store for Ireland?.

Elderly and disabled people could also suffer if this mad scheme goes
ahead because their free travel passes, to many a lifeline to the out-
side world, may not be valid on the privatised transport system.
presently these passes are valid on CIE transport only, which at the
moment is the greater part of the countries transport network, they
are not valid on private modes of transport. What has Mr Brennan got
to offer these people? or will he say that social welfare is not his
department and pass it over to another semi-retarded cretin passing
themselves off as a minister to sort out?. It would appear that nobody
has given these poor disadvantaged groups in society a second
thought in this already proven ludicrous scheme of Mr Brennans.

The trade unions must prepare a plan of action for this, what will tum
out to be , first round of privatisation. It is true that the trade unions
have already threatened ‘withdrawal from the Public Transport Forum
in response to Brennans pledge that up to a quarter of all Dublin Bus
foutes would be in private hands by 2004. All very well but it will take|
much more radical action than a threat to withdraw from some mean-
ingless body to mount serious resi to The
Irish Congress of Trade unions (ICTU) should leam from the passive
actions of the British TUC (Trades Union Congress) regarding privati-
sation and form a council of war. the ICTU are not hampered by anti
trade union legislation, as was the case in Britain, (and even if they
were _the,y should ignore it as the TUC should have done) so their are
less tied. Contingency plans for strike action in key sectors, with a

vite\;v 1o a general indefinite stoppage, should be drawn up immedi-
ately.

Shop st should be coll ly making plans for unofficial strike

action in the event of another sell out by the trade union leadership.

This coming battle will not be won through mere withdrawal from
A ¥

of goods and services and not designed to make huge profits, in other
words provision not profit. That said it may be the case that from time
to time these companies do make a profit, usually on the run up to pri-
vatisation to make them attractive to potential business people out to
exploit, but it is not their main object of existence, This money which

ind| action is needed with the

e® @ 000
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<h and clear water is necessary for the general well-being of the
e population. Republican Socialists believe that it is immoral that
atural resource essential to life should be treated as a commercial
modity to provide vast sums of money for shareholders and large
ries for chief executives. If things are going that road, itis a mat-
lof time before they make us pay oxygen rates!

ople should remember that'a great deal of money has been spent
i the years on developing the Water Service. Huge amounts were
asted in reservoirs, for example. Much of the money came from the
bens of Belfast, because the Belfast.Corporation was responsible
roviding the service. Ratepayers and taxpayers built the Water
invice, and it would be completely wrong to sell it off to enable oth-
to profit. Besides this, the IRSP advance a number of reasons why
party opposes water rates.

first reason is that water rates are going to make that essential
purce very expensive for ordinary people. Experience in England
d Wales shows that since the privatisation of the water industry,
s have increased by nearly 60%. This is going to be a significant
ial burden for working class people. Those most affected are
w wage eamers, the unemployed, the pensioners and the dis-

yater has to be paid for, some people will inevitably not be able to
ord to pay their water rates. What do the various water companies
s the water do in this case? In many cases they have respond-
ery savagely by disconnecting supplies. In some cases, council
jants who have been disconnected face the threat of eviction. What
happen if people are unable to pay their water charges? What will
ppen if the water is tured off? Think for example of a mother with
family to cater for - no washing, no cooking, no cleaning, no toilet-
g, no sanitation, and the resulting health hazards. Can we afford
em to go without water because they have not paid their bills, while
me fat cats sit high, saturated with financial gain from water
erves?

ere is also the question of the effect on people's health. A safe and
le water supply is central to good public health. If you have to
8y for every drop of water you consume, obviously you will want to
e as little as possible. In other parts of the United Kingdom many
gople, to save money, have resorted to reducing the number of times
By flush the toilet or have a bath or shower. This will result in a pub-
 health hazard, especially when one examines the relationship
etween disconnection and increasing outbreaks of certain types of
sentery. Aside from this is also the fact that water companies have
Jore "flexible” standards for drinking water and have a lobby arguing
X relaxed standards in the field of odour, taste, colour, lead and alu-
finium level

fater rates are clearly a class issue. Who would be hit hardest by
ater rates? The working class, first of all. Those people who are less
| off would bé the first to suffer. They could not afford to pay water
es and would be d. In other privatised areas there is
eady evidence that people wash less, drink less water, wash
othes less, and generally use less water for hygienic purposes. With
eased water costs following privatisation, this could become a
galth problem. And since Northem Ireland has a disproportionate
mber of people below the poverty line, the financial aspects of pri-
glisation are likely to be more ive here. Who ? You
ave only to read the press to realise that it is the chief executives and
ither officials of the water companies - the fat cats, as they are called.

hey put profits before people. Republican Socialist will struggle for
€ interests of the working class against those of profit.

e IRSP believes that:

S Water is such a vital utility to the people of Ireland that it must
fEmain in public ownership

M Any attempts to introduce water rates should be resisted

M In the event of water rates being introduced, a campaign of resist-
nce against cuts, etc be developed

U We call parties that call themselves socialist to make an explicit
Stalement of intent that they will not pursue the introduction of water

iales should they be part of the next government.

HARRASMENT
CAMPAIGN
INTENSIFIES

The former partner of an IRSP
member in Strabane has
accused the RUC of waging a
campaign of intimidation and
harassment against her.

The woman contacted a local
Qaper after three weeks of con-
tinual visits to her home looking
for her former partner - who does
not live with her, a fact police are
well aware of,

She said: "It all started three
Weeks ago when they came to
my home looking for him.

"Thgy searched the house and
basically turned it upside down.

"l .told them that he does not live
with me but two days later they
arrived again looking for him, and
on two separate occasions later,
the first time at 11.30pm -and
1.30am.

"The police have told me that
they will keep calling until he
goes to see them at the barracks,
even though they know he does-
n't live here."

An RUC spokesman said "As yet
he has not been located. The
ideal solution would be for this

man, who is aware that police’

are looking for him, to come for-
ward and assist with the inquiry.

They sinisterly added
"Alternatively, the police would
appreciate any information from
his family that would lead to his
arrest."

According to the local woman,
police have not only called to her
home in the past few weeks but
they have driven around the
house sometimes six and seven
times a day.

"At night, they sit outside the
house and shine lights into the
house, including a spotlight.

"I have a five year old son with
my former partner and he is pet-
rified. If he sees a landrover at all
he comes into the house run-
ning."

The woman has stressed that
police do have the current
address of her former partner.

She added: "But it seems that
this is an attempt at emotional
blackmail because | have his
child. The CID man told me to tell
him that they are looking for him
and they will continue to call to
my house until he goes to the
barracks.

"In the past week, they have
begun to stop me in the car, have
made hand gestures at me and
they also laugh at me. | have
been stopped three times in the
past week.

"They have not called to where
he lives since the raids three
weeks ago but they continue to
call to my home. They know he
doesn't live with me so why do
they keep calling back, what
more do they want?"

The Irish Republican Socialist

Party in Strabane has hit out at
the unreformed RUC for its "con-
tinued campaign of harassment”
against a number of its party
members.

In a statement to the Starry
Plough the IRSP Cumann in
Strabane said: "Over a period of
several months, the RUC/PSNI
has been engaged in systematic
arrests and house raids directed
at leading members of the party.

"One member in particular, Andy
Connolly, has been the subject of
blatant harassment and intimida-
tion.

"His former partner has had her
home raided on numerous occa-
sions despite the fact that the
RUC/PSNI are well aware of his
address.

"They continue to raid her home,
terrifying her and her young son

"Clifford Best (RUC commander
in Strabane), who is fond of
courting publicity, would do well
to remember that whatever gloss
he may put on cosmetic changes
to the RUC that actions on the
ground prove to the nationalist
community that nothing has
changed.

"It is our belief that Special
Branch is behind these intimida-
tory actions, what does that say
about the accountability of this
force within a force?"

. COMMUNITY
. _SECTOR
OUTRAGED

Voluntary and Community sector
organisations throughout the
north west downed tools for the
day to highlight the growing con-
cems within the sector

In Derry hundreds of workers
took apart in a march and rally at
Guildhall square which coincided
with a planned meeting between
the government and community
sector forum held in the city's
Verbal Arts Centre.

As the meeting got under way,
speaker after speaker told the
protesting crowds outside the
Guildhall of the looming crisis
within the voluntary and commu-
nity sectors.

Several members of the Irish
Republican Socialist Party in
Dery attended, a spokesperson
who is one of many affected by
the crisis told the Starry Plough
“This is a show of how angry the
voluntary and community sector
is right now.

“There is outrage at the lack fund-
iing which in turn means job loss-
es that will hurt deeply our com-
munities and the services that
people rely on daily and of course
there is the red tape which slows
all our work and programmes
down due to delays in grant aid
from local councils. We are here
today to let them know that it
not on!"

This is

Republican
Socialism!

The Irish Republican Socialist
Party is an organisation created
by and for working class people,
to aid working class liberation in
Ireland and internationally with
others who share that common
goal. The IRSP stands in the tra-
dition of James Connolly, seek-
ing an end to all forms of
exploitation and the creation of a
32 county socialist republic, with
the working class collectively
owning the means of production,
distribution, and exchange, as
well as democratically adminis-
tering society.

Socialism

The socialism we embrace is the
kind that liberates, not enslaves.
We strive towards a society that
functions to meet human needs,
not the need for profit. Our
socialism is a means of liberat-
ing our class from all forms of
oppression, whether economic,
political, religious, cultural or
social. It is a socialism that envi-
sions our class controlling their
own destinies and that of the
nation as a whole

National Liberation

The struggle for national libera-
tion cannot be separated from
the class struggle. Any attempt
to isolate one from the other will
result in failure. It is meaning-
less to speak of a free nation, if
the overwhelming majority
remain oppressed, and national
sovereignty is lost through multi-
national corporate control of the
economy just as much as by par-
tition. At the same time, some-
one who refuses to challenge
British imperialism in Ireland
cannot claim to be fighting for
socialism and the continuation of
partition props up the divisions in
the working class of Ireland that
hold us back from our own liber-
ation. We have no choice in
whether or not we wish to con-
sider the interconnection of the
national and class questions,
reality forces us to do sa.

We define the national liberation
struggle as that struggle which
seeks to force a British military
withdrawal from the occupied six
counties. The destruction of the
pro-British loyalist armed forces.
The withdrawal of British political
influence from all parts of
Ireland. The ending the partition
of the island of Ireland and the
overturning of both the partionist
governments presently adminis-
tering political affairs of Ireland.
The gaining of collective eco-
nomic control of the nation's
resources by the nation as a
whole and the eradication of any
control or influence exercised by
foreign capitalists over any
aspect of the Irish economy.
The recognition of a separate
Irish cultural identity and the
establishment of revolutionary
32-county socialist republic.

We aim to build a strong alliance
in Irish society of our class in
towns and cities, agricultural
workers in the country-side,
unemployed workers, working
class refugees, linked as a
movement internationally with
other like-minded liberation
struggles.

We firmly stand-by the struggle
for a republic. On that we are
inflexible, but our struggle for the
republic is a means to an end.
For us, the national liberation
struggle is but an aspect of the
struggle for socialism

Loyalism & Nationalism

We distinguish between loyalism
and Protestantism. We recog-
nise the right of everyone to their
own religious beliefs, provided
they do not use these beliefs to
oppress others. We have no
quarrel with Protestant workers
and welcome them to join us in
struggle. However, we stand
totally opposed to the political

ideology of loyalism. Loyalism is
a reactionary, sectarian and pro-
imperialist ideology. with which
we can make no compromise
We recognise that nationalism in
the context of the Irish struggle is
progressive, but we also recog-
nise that nationalism can play a
reactionary role. The national
chauvinism of the Tories
National Front, etc. is counter-
revolutionary and anathema to
socialists. The nationalism of an
oppressed country is vastly dif-
ferent from such reactionary jin-
goism. We support all struggles
against imperialism throughout
the world

Class mobilisation

Only by mobilising our class
north and south - Protestant
Catholic and Dissenter - can the
goal of national liberation and
socialism be achieved. Workers
have distinct interests as a class
ultimately opposed to any other
class, we must join together as a
class to win control of society.

For a fighting union

As republican socialists, we take
lesson from battles that have
gone before us, in the communi-
ty and in the workplace. We
must reclaim our unions and
organise the unorganised. We
remain committed to the revolu-
tionary industrial unionism of
Larkin and Connolly. As republi-
can socialists we see the cre-
ation of a fighting ‘rank and file'
trade union movement as some-
thing that still holds potential and
we support the building of a rev-
olutionary shop stewards' move-
ment

Equality

Our class faces daily, relentless
assaults inflicted on us from
many quarters and a constant
onslaught of attempts to divide
us. The IRSP oppose and fight
against all forms of inequality
and oppression, including that of
women, travellers, lesbians,
gays, or other sexual minorities,
refugees, Africans, Asians, and
any other oppressed sector of
the working class. We oppose
racism, Zionism, sexism, homo-
phobia, national chauvinism, and
anything else which divides our
class. We support reproductive
rights and unhindered access to
contraception, including a
woman's right to choose abor-
tion. We are opposed to religious
sectarianism and seek the com-
plete separation of church and
state and a secular society.

Our Earth

The increasing destruction of our
environment is due to misman-
agement of industrialisation and
the inevitable product of a sys-
tem, which puts profit before all
else, that is, capitalism. The
IRSP is committed to sustain-
able and renewable energy
sources, preservation of the
ecology and biodiversity of our
planet, with protection of all
species and the promotion of a
healthy environment for all peo-
ple and animal life.

Revolution not Reform

The IRSP believe that the pres-
ent class system cannot be
reformed out of existence. There
exists no parliamentary road to
socialism and the liberation of
our class. We need to build an
organised working class move-
ment with the politics capable of
leading the fight against capital-
ism. Our class are entilled to
control over all the wealth of
society and to obtain it through
any means necessary.

If you agree with us, then we

urge you to join the lIrish
Republican Socialist Party and
help build a movement that can
accomplish these aims and
objectives, Be part of the Irish
revolution!
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SAD MILESTONE
REACHED IN TURKISH
DEATH FAST

Sad news reaches the Starry Plough of
the 100th and 101st deaths in the ongoing
struggle inside and outside Turkey’s pris-
ons against the introduction of the F-Type
prison and the enforced isolation of pris-
oners.

The death fasters prolong their deaths by tak-
ing vitamin supplements and salted and sug-
ared water. This is why a lot of the deaths in
this struggle occured after such a long time
compared to the 1981 hunger strikers in
Ireland who lasted between 46 and 73 days.
The death fasters in Turkey typically last hun-
dreds of days before their bodies succomb to
inevitable death. The Death Fast activist
Zeliha Erturk died in Sisli Etfal Hospital
(Istanbul). She had continued her Death Fast

Now over 100 deaths in ongoing struggle

action opposing isolation in the F-Type pris-
ons for 551 days. Zeliha Erturk was put in
Kartal Special Type Prison following the now
notorious attacks of December 19-22, 2000,
in which the state stormed various prisons
and burned some down with prisoners still
inside. 26 prisoners lost their lives in what the
state called “Operation Return to Life!”

Zeliha Erturk started the Death Fast action on
June 3, 2001 as part of the 5th Team and
became the 100th person to lose her life.

Feridun Yucel Batu became the 101st victim
at the Izmir Ataturk Teaching and Research
Hospital after being transfered from the F-
Type prison at Izmir Kiriklar as he neared his
death.

The IRSP were at the forefront of the solidar-
ity campaign in Ireland and internationally in
support of the Death Fasters but this cam-
paign has waned somewhat in recent times.
The IRSP website went black in response to
the two recent deaths.

Turkey's new govemnment has pledged to
eradicate torture and improve human rights
as part of its bid to join the European Union.
Despite this pledge four death fasters have
died since they gained power. It is just as you
were in Turkey as far as the prisoners are
concerned. We will not be holding our collec-
tive breath waiting for the reforms as they
have already pledged their air strips to the
US in the event of war on Iraq. No change!

BOMB
DISCOVERED
AT JOHN
WHITE’S
HOME

A blast incedary type device
was recently discovered at the
home of former UDA mouth-
piece John White.

The leading loyalist has in the
past claimed that he made his
fortune from selling prison
handicrafts! He blamed the
UDA in South-East Antrim and
called on them to disband.

The following day a UDA leader
in that area had a bomb placed
in his car. Renegade loyalists
were blamed amid rising ten-
sions.

LUNDY’S DAY PARADE CAUSES
VIOLENCE IN DERRY

Innocent people were injured when

the RUC baton charged a a crowd of
people Who were observing the annu-
al apprentice boys parade in Derry.

Among those injured was a member of
the IRSP who was protecting a woman
who fell during the unprovoked charge
by the RUC on Orchard Street. He was
hit on the shoulder as he bent down to
help the elderly lady get up from the

ground when she fell.

Garvan O'Doherty the local business-
man who has massive commercial inter-
ests in Derry city center was heckled by
the crowd of nationalists when he came
to the crowd with an RUC commander to
appeal for calm, even though there was
anger following the RUC charge. The
crowd vented their anger on O'Doherty
for what they seen as his capitulation to

loyalists.

An IRSP spokesperson slated business
leaders for being allowed to become
involved in the negotiations in the first
place. She said, “What right have these
people got to tell the working class peo-
ple of Derry what they should do and
when they should do it. They are
involved to protect their own commercial
interests and nothing more!"

Catholics fail to apply to
join unreformable RUC

RUC baton charge nationalists

GOING OFF
THE RAILS

Irish Rail workers around the
country have begun discus-
sion following news that Irish
Rail bosses intend to close a
numebr of lines between
Rosslare and Wexford,
Waterford and  Limrick
Junction along with several
other lines.

Irish Rail has also admitted that
they intend to approve cuts bte-
ween several major freight
servies in the country as part of
their new cuts cutting plans
with may lead to the loss of up
to 600 jobs in all.

News hit Irish Rail workers at
an crisis meeting between
union representatives and Irish
Rail bosses back at the begin-
ing of November.

Its now said the NBRU mem-
bers in all of the areas effe-
ceted by planned cuts are now
in the process of balloting its
members for industrial action.

A spokesperson for the Irish
Republican Socialist Party in
Cork commented that “Workers
are incensed at the lack of real
dialogue between unions and
management in Irish Rail as it
has come as a massive shock
at the extent of possible job
losses in each of the areas con-
cemed.

“The anger now feit shows
there will indeed be a high posi-'
bility of widespread strike
action at that fact that so many
workers will be dumped onto
the scrap heap.

“Within the ‘next number of
weeks and months ahead, the
rich of this country, the fat cats
that control the purse strings,
who cream off the fruits of our.
labour, will once again receive
a back lash from the workers.

“From the undervalued public
service workers such as fire
fighters and nurses, we also
have bus drivers, rail workers
and other workers from clean-
ers to lhose who form part of

Catholics in the North have
voted with their feet in the lat-
est recruitment drive by the
discredited RUC. Just twenty
six Catholics compared to
over 250 “non-Catholics”
applied for clerical poslthns
with the force. - )

These figures come as it has
been revealed that the RUC are
running informers as young as
thirteen years old inside nation-
alist communities and putting
their lives in danger.

An IRSP spokesperson told the
Starry Plough that the party
believed that the figures were
proof that nationalists were not
being brainwashed by propagan-

da from the British government
and the SDLP on the new
“reformed force.”

“These figures prove that the
nationalist. community do not
want some form of rehashed

RUC in their areas. Our people’

have had at least thirty years of
being at the wrong end of the
RUC and they do not want
another thirty years. =

He went on, ‘Even the Patten
Tecomendations will not be
enough to convince people of

the merits of this force. This

force and it's ethos of protecting
the British state will never have
the support of people from within
nationalist working class areas.

PHONE
COMPANIES
STOPPED
IN THEIR
TRACKS

A hole dug beside the Cresent|
Link road in Derry was filled
with angry residents instead of
a mobile phone mast in the lat-
est in a long line of incidents
involving mobile communica-
tions companies.

Residents were angered at the!
clandestine nature of the insta-
lation beside their homes when
they awoke one moming to find
a hole in the ground and the fin-
ishing touches being made to!
the foundations of a mobile!
phone mast. Later the contrac-|
tor involved had to leave the
area without finishing the job he
had started because of the res-

idents actions which prevented|

the erection of the mast.

the sector.

“This is a battle in which the
bosses will fail to win as the
strength of wokers unity
against po\gn!ty ‘pay is n'un
umtopabh

FIAT WORKERS
'THREATEN TO




Breto_n Nationalists Face
Trial for Bombings

Flven Breton nationalists will be tried in connection with a num!
The bombing targets included income tax offices, a court buildin,

rant at Quevert.

ber of bombings in Brittany since 1993.
g at Rennes and the McDonald's restau-

Anumberof prisoners already held for almost two and a half years are amon
+ question why if the French ‘gwammem had evidence finking thes

;:ev:I tionnaire gmtonne (ARB), did it take so long to validate that :vng'dsnc:AlTlrntT:f ::ogec::n::

s} associated with Emglann,‘(he republican socialist organisation active in the struggle for Breton irrf:l
~dence. Some are being tried for alleged criminal complicity with a terrorist organisation, while oth 4

il be amaigned before a higher court on more serious offences. : o

g those charged and it begs

rican 'war on terrorism’ a bel ig

|n the shadow of the A{ne number of nations have sought to shred the civil ri

of their citizens, especially A\hose from groups long oppressed by the state. Both SrahEn Fera nce"r?.-:,':

peen among those attempting to use the American declared ‘war' to provide cover for stepped up repres-
bers of I active in their countries. e

sion of m

New Venezuelan Coup Thwarted

Hugo Chavez, the anti-imperialist P ont of Ve has thwarted another attempted coup. During
the first days of October, a combined gchon involving media hostile to the government, the Venezuelan
Workers Central (a unlon‘ linked to | i Confed of Free Union Organizations),
and the emgloyers F d to be prepared for another coup attempt. During
the the previous week, when Chavez was traveling in Europe made claims that the President would not
be coming back.

The general strike which was called (the third called by the Workers Central and Fedecamaras in ten
months) was nicknamed the Paro Cinico or "Cynical Strike" by the people of Venezuela. In reality, it was
less of a strike and more a lockout. Then, on October 22, a group of 15 officials involved in the April 11
coup called for civil diso :upon the soldiers, sub officers, cadets, second rank officials,
oficals and admirals to join the action against the government. i el 3

~ e

As on April 11, the coup failed. The Paro Civico failed to win the support of the other unions, which
declared that "the country is not on strike, but standing on its own feet." The chiefs of the Armed Forces
refused to support the coup. Minister of Defense, retired general José Luls Prieto, stated during a TV and
radio broadcast that "denying a legal, legitimate and sovereign government is placing oneself out of the
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American
Voters are

Two years ago George W. Bush lost the popular vote for us.
President and then blatantly stole the election in the Electoral College,
with the help of his governor brother disenfranchising thousands of
African-American voters in Florida and his father's appointees to the
Supreme Court handing him the office.

Almost immediately thereafter and continuing today, the stock markets
started tumbling at a pace unequalled for decades, even before the
World Trade Center attacks of September 2001. Then revelations of

constitutional order and that may result in penal responsibilities that we would all regret.” Raul
Baduell, main Chavez's supporter in the Armed Forces in repelling the April 11 coup, said he was alert to
any movement made by troops or headquarters. Even César Gaviria, Secretary General of the
Organization of American States criticized the coup attempt.

Left Victories in Latin American Elections

Elsewhere in Latin America, Lacio Gutierrez, who led the demonstrations by the country's Indian popu-
lace, in January 2000, won the first round of in dor. Gutis heads a coalition which
includes the January 21 Patriotic Society and the Pachakutik Multi ional Unity t. i
receved 21% of the ballots, beating out millionaire Alvaro Noboa of the National Action Institutional
Renewal Party. Other results included 16% for Leon Roldés Aguilera of the Socialist Party; and 15% for
ex-president Rodrigo Borja of the Democratic Left. Both Borja and Roldés have since participated in dis-
cussions with Gutierrez to create a broad center-left alliance.

In Brazil, Workers' Party candidate Luis Ignacio Lula da Silva won 61% of the vote in the October 27 pres-

idential runoff election, defeating José Serra of the g 1 Soclal_f‘ y Party.
Throughout Latin 2 broad challenge o the neo-liberalism of many of the regimes there is taking
place, but the situation rtain and Ameri ipts at subversion can be relied upon to be

a factor in future developments. y

Iraqi Kurds Fdrgg Uini‘,ty

crat Pam}‘ and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan held
Irag, on October 4th. The organisa-
and Arabs if Saddam Hussein's

The rival Kurdish organi e e o
meeting to form a National Assembly in the city o'd‘,w,m g hbatweol‘
tions are seeking to propose a fi LA ol o ;

regime is overthrown by U.S. and British attacks.

' % 3 ~ ¢ » 4 ms
Irag's population of 22 million includes nearly 4.4 million Kurds. In 1991, when Kurds rebelled against
Iraqi government after the Gulf War, only to have the us. Weha“:ul:nemm Mmm'g”‘;:umng b; ns:ﬁ:nwm
Thousand i Iragi and a million and a half Kurds fled ntry. .,
Iragj Kur:d: ::\:: P a:‘q' e rthern Iraq. Within this region, Iraqi Kurds are
able media is thriving. But, the U.S. govemmham
s s regi ‘rejoin Iraq. The U.S. has
has stated that i rth the Kurdish IS region must rejoin Iraq _
been :[:u“ch?; . 2 dont Kurdistan and has not even shown an interest in seeking the

d to an P . A
ot of the 301000 Kurdiah baops In scting 8 @ ground foroe-againsl the Iragi egirme i c26e of waf

The Kurdish groups in Iraq have been cauious in their position towards the UA“;n;:reWﬁum mﬁwo'u‘s'“'ww::;
113 against the Iragi government, remembering all too well what price they p‘a”ofu,. U.S. and British gov-
19 war with Bagdad. While we in the IRSP oppose the current s ;mﬁ’,mgmng Jeople, we fully support
ents against Iraq and call for an end to economic sanctions again /"18 s i ol

struggle of the Kurdish people in Turkey, Irag, and elsewhere 10 obtain an independent Kurdistan.

porate corruption hit the news, including energy compa-
nies having defrauded California out of billions of dollars through ille-
gal practices, after secret consultation with the White House. The mar-
Kets fell further—the Dow Jones Index has lost nearly one-third of its
value in the past two years, while the NASDAQ has lost almost three-
quarters of its value in the same period.

With the falling stocks came the decimation of the retirement dreams
of many American workers. Traditional pension plans have all but van-
ished in the U.S., giving way to 401K investment accounts, partially
funded by p These are g lly mutual fund accounts,
which fell with the markets, leaving many with the financial support
they'd relied on for retirement badly depleted.

Add to this that the sympathy and support gained from virtually the
entire world after the September 2001 attacks has been almost entire-
ly squandered, through bloody reprisal in Afghanistan that still failed in
their objective, followed by war preparations against Iraq on the
thinnest of justifications. In fact, American allies such as France are
now speaking openly of the U.S. being a source of fear and world
instability.

So, what did American voters do in the recent elections? They gave
Republicans control of the Senate and increased their margin of con-
trol in the lower house—thereby ensuring that the party of falling mar-
kets and belligerent foreign policy, tax cuts for the rich and soaring
national deficits, attacks on civil rights and coddling of corporate crim-
inals now control all three branches of the Federal government.

Actually it isn't accurate to say that the American electorate did this.
The American electorate didn't make any decision. It is estimated that
there are 200,929,000 Americans eligible to vote, but only
141,850,558 are registered to vote. Of these, only about 39% voted in
the election-roughly 56 million-or just a little over a quarter of those eli-
gible to vote.

This can be viewed as American workers 'voting with their feet', that is,
many American workers have concluded that bourgeois democracy is
a sham and that the choice of bad and worse simply doesn't merit the
effort of going to the ballot box. But, sadly the low level of class con-

i among American workers provides little chance of this dis-
satisfaction with electoral politics translating into a revolutionary
impulse within the U.S. working class.

So, for now, class war rages in America, but it is a war of the capital-
ist class upon the workers, and the streets could well run red from the
carnage yet to come.

Dock Workers
Under U.S.
State Siege

The present attack on the
International Longshore and
Warehouse Union (ILWU) began
when President Clinton commis-
sioned a study on ‘modemising’
the ports. When the contract
covering the 10,500 members of
the ILWU expired in July 2002,
the union agreed to accept new
technology in a deal, despite the
loss of 600 clerks' jobs and

ILWU workers.

President Bush, in an unprece-
dented step, invoked the Taft-
Hartley Act, which is usually
used against strikes and had
never before been used in a
lockout. Under the terms of the
act, the Dockers were forced
back to work for an 80-day ‘cool-
ing-off period that expires
December 26. The action ended
a 10-day lockout by employers
and provided the opportunity for
a federal judge to ban any work
stoppage on the docks during
that period. The Justice
Department sent the ILWU a let-
ter on October 25th threatening
legal action in response fo the
PMA alleging that the ILWU was
carrying out a work slowdown,
two weeks after resuming work.

with the Australian government
in the 1990s, in an effort to crush
the Dockers' union there. SSA is
also pressuring Bangladesh to
build a new private terminal to
replace the government-owned
port and its unionized workforce,
with the American ambassador
having publicly intervened to
support the company’s efforts.

In the U.S., the PMA are seeking
legislation to put the Dockers
under the Railway Labor Act,
which according to an editorial in
the Journal of Commerce recent-
ly, "essentially eliminates the
ability of a union to use the threat
of a strike to gain the upper hand
in contract negotiations.”

The ILWU is the most Left-wing
union in America. It has a long
history of solidarity with other
labour struggles, at home and
abroad. ILWU workers refused to
touch cargo on ships sailing from
the Liverpool docks during the
long Liverpool Dockers' struggle.
They refused to handle South
African cargo during the anti-
Apartheid struggle. They regu-
larly support campaigns such as
the release of Mumia Abu Jamal
and Leonard Peltier. In 1981 the
ILWU shut down the docks in
solidarity with the INLA and IRA
z:yng:swwsmeyhmolthé
militancy that
leading  the hlmﬂcm
Francisco General Strike.
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Republican
Socialist * ***
Merchandise

CORK WORKERS' CLUB
HISTORICAL REPRINTS

James Connolly and Irish Freedom
By G. Schuller €4.00

British Imperialism in Ireland
By Elinor Burns €9.50

The Irish Republican Congress
By George Gilmore €12.00

The James Connolly Songbook
By James Connolly & others
€4.00

Workshop Talks

By James Connolly €5.00
The Irish Question
By John Leslie €5.00
British Imperialism in Ireland,
Elinor Burns, €9.50

Marx, Engels & Lenin on the Irish

Revolution, Ralph Fox,
€5.50

Historical Basis of

in Ireland

T. Brady

Socialism
€4.00

The Connolly/Walker Controversy
By James Connolly €8.00

The Story of Irish Labour
By J.M.MacDonnell €5.00
Freedom's Road for Irish Workers
By Ronald €4.00

Irish Labour and its International
Relations in the Era of the Second
Internatiorial & the Bolshevik
Party,Conference Documents
(1894-1919) €5.00

Connol‘lleeLeon Controversy on
Wages, Marriage & the Church
€8.00

The Irish Crisis
By William Paul (CBGB) €5.00

The Struggle of the Unemployed in

Belfast

By Tom Bell €3.50

The Irish Free State & British
Imperialism
By Gerhard €5.00

WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE
IRSCNA

Revolutionaries of the Irish
Diaspora €5.00

500 Years of
Resistance €2.50
Beyond the Pale €6.00
Writings & Speeches of Seamus
Costello €4.50
The Limerick Soviet €5.00
The Ta Power
Document €4.00
The Relevance of James Connolly
in Ireland To-day by George
Gilmore €2.00

Socialism Made Easy
By James Connolly €8.00
Breaking the Silence: The Articles.
of Jenny Marx on the Fenian
Prisoners  €6.00

Sunday, Blood Sunday
by the IRSP €5.50

OTHER ITEMS

Saoirse Go Deo
Cassette tape €12,00

INLA badge. €4.00

Connolly badge €4.00
Starry Plough badge €4.00

Ireland/Plough badge €2.00

IRSP/INLA badge  €2.00

Connolly/Easter badge €4.00
GENERAL IRISH WORKS

The Fenians in England

1865-1872

By Patrick Quinlivan & Paul Rose
€16.00

Ten Men Dead

By David Beresford €16.00
The Irish Case for Communism,
Sean Murray, Jim Larkin Jr.,
Seamus MacKee €5.50

Constance Markievicz: Irish

Revolutionary

By Anne Haverty €14.00

Memories of 1981

By Celebration of Resistance
€5.00

Miscarriage of Justice

By Anne Maguire €14.00

Belfast Diary

By John Conroy €20.00

Labour, Nationality, and Religion

By James Connolly €

A Short History of Ireland
bySean McMahon €16.00

The Irish in America
By Michael Coffey €20.00
Autobiographies |
By Sean O'Casey €13.00
James Connolly: Selected
Writings. P. Berresford Ellis,
editor. €20.00

A more extensive list of items is available. For a copy please write to:
Starry Plough, PO Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX, IRELAND
or email starry_plough@hotmail.com

Order Form

Sub Total:

+ Post and Packaging:

(€1 per item, €2 per item outside Ireland)

- Discount 10% for 10 or more items .

€uro Conversion €1=£0.65stg |

= Total:

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO "IRSC"
Send Orders to: Starry Plough, PO Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX, IRELAND

Credit Card Payments:

Those with Web access can charge purchases to credit cards using the PayPal system: www.x.com
Payments should be sent through Paypal to: starry_plough@hotmail.com

Please Comple

RED
LETTERS

Starry Plough Readers Views

THINK GLOBAL,
ACT LOCAL!

A Chara,

Thank you for the latest issue of the Starry Plough.

The extra copies ordered from the prevous issue was stocked in the
corner shop and have sold well, so | would like to request more.

It is vital that all members and supporters help assist the voice of
republican socialism and ensure that it becomes more widely available
in the areas where they work and live to create debate, a republican
socialists alternative to the sectarianism that is nationalism and union-

ism.
Think global, act local!
In solidarity

AM
Co. Armagh

Solidarity
Greetings
from
Portlaoise

Comrades & Friends,

We would like to wish Dennis
Thompson and John Creed our
comrades who have been
recently released from Portlacise
Gaol all the best in the future, we
would also like to express our
support and solidarity with our
comrades families.

We would also like to extend our
support and solidarity to our
comrades in Strabane and North
Belfast who our in a constant
state of alert because of antago-
nistic forces, to our comrades in
the newly formed Memorial
Committee, everyone in Teach
Na Failte.

To everyone who contributes to
the running and distribution of
The Starry Plough, our comrades
in the Irish Republican Socialist
Party, everyone involved in the
Republican Socialist Movement
overseas and to all the staff and
volunteers of the Irish National
Liberation Army.

Finally comrades, let us remem-
ber with pride all those who have
died for the struggle for national
liberation and socialism.

Dessie O’Hare O/C and Declan
Duffy ADJ

Irish Republican Socialist
Prisoners of War,

INLA Wing,

Portlacise Gaol.

PUT PEOPLE
BEFORE
PROFIT!

Comrades,

Multinational corporate greed
has won out as 400 Irish glass
workers in Dublin fell the sting
of loosing their livelihoods.
Once again it is the capitalist
mantra of ‘profit over people’.
After respectful negofiations by
the workers to make conces-
sions to save their jobs the
multinational parent company
pulls the plug anyhow. A slap
in the face for the workers who
sought accommodation. A
peaceful workers ‘sit in" fo
receive a fair and rightfully
eamed severance package
failed to sway the bosses from
trying to cheat and stop the
workers aims.

Where is the cry of outrage?
This should be the rallying cry
and wake up call for the lrish
working class to unite and fight
for their rights and justicce.

No amount of concessions or
negotiations was to save the
workers as they were just
pawns in the new global econo-
my of profit takers. The bosses
had bought a new plant in Italy
‘where more profits could be
had for the few at the expense
of many. This is the same par-
ent company that shut a union
shop in england only to resur-
fase as a non-union shop later.

Who has been made to
nswer?

SOL
Canton,
Ohio, North America.

This is your page to create debate
about the issues that affect the
Working Class both at home and
internationally. If you would like to
contribute please send all corre-
spondence to:

LITREACHA DEARGA
Starry Plough

PO Box 1981

Derry, BT48 8GX,
IRELAND.

or email:

starry_plough@hotmail.com
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CONDITIONS
MPROVE
FOR RSPOWS

RSP are welcoming news that
he POWs previously held in
oise have been moved to
Fgﬂflﬂ oa Open prison in County
C‘S'.;'“mon The INLA have also main-

R-;d alanding in Portlaoise.
i

1 Gallagher, speaking on behalf of
wil ﬁRsp prisoners’ department wel-
the
;«g'nEd the move.

o confirmed that Dessie O'Hare,

will be beginning a pre-release
ngm’amme in 2003 with his eventual
["‘;‘D:,,Se peing 2004. “This is years later
v:an {he date that Dessie shcu{!d\have
- released and it is disappointing to
::fnme least. But at least there is now

Tontat the end of the tunnel for Dessie.”

He als

\We at the Starry Plough wish our impris-
:neﬂ comrades in Portlaoise, Cgsllerela
;qg Maghaberry the very be§l wishes in
ne new year and let's hope it's not long

ore all our comrades are free. ;:

IRSP CONDEMNS
TABLOID STORY

The International Department of the

beft

bility and utter lack of integrity of the
|RSP commented on the vilification of a  publication, it's pseudonym using author,
republican socialist activist in the United  and anyone who contributed to the farce.
States by a British tabloid published in  Irish republi and rep social-
Ireland, calling it "a disgusting example  ists are serious activists, who do not
of the depths to whi it i themselves with the private
can sink.” The British tabloid, The concerns of other activists and are dis-
People, published alleged partially nude  gusted by the adolescent focus on
photographs of an American republican il sex dals that are published
socialist activist, who they associated instead of important news. We know this
with the 'Real’ .LR.A., along with a mix-  activist and respect her contribution to
tre of fiction-based slanders and per-  the ongoing struggle in Ireland. "The real
sonal information about the young news in the occupied six counties of
woman which potentially exposed she Ireland at this time is the story of how the
and her child to risk. "The article pub-  RUC/PSNI coerced a very frightened 13
lished by the The People about a North  year old boy with learning difficulties into
American republican socialist activist  spying on the Irish National Liberation
seves as a disgusting example of the  Army for them, without his parents
depth to which the British media can sink  knowledge and at great potential risk to
inits attempt to demonise all those who  himself. Like many British publications,
support the struggle for national libera-  however, The People had no time to pur-
tion and socialism in Ireland,” said IRSP. sue that story. They were too busy gig-
Intemational Department spokesperson  gling over nudie pictures of Irish
Peader Baile. "It is our understanding  activists. "This same periodical last year
that without permission from the person  ran another tawdry piece on another
who took the photographs, The People—  republican socialist activist in the United
& pitful slander sheet which exemplifies ~ States, focusing chiefly on her sexuality
the reason that ‘tabloid press' is a term  in a piece rife with homophobic sensa-
of derisioj blished pi of a ionali Again, our view of this
female republican socialist activist. The  activist's ibuti i dimi
t2bloid included the photos with an arti-  ished in our perspective.” In closing, the
cle composed of invented quotes, lies,  spok said, "Perhaps if the edi-
slanders, and just sufficient real informa-  tors of this tabloid could get their minds
lon 1o place a young woman and her  out of the gutter, they could focus on ghe
chid in harm's way. We in the IRSP con-  important issues confronting the working
gemn this article and the periodical  people of the six counties.”
“hich published it for continuing the sort
demonisation of Irish activists, in
’;‘and and abroad, that harkens back to
€ racist cartoons of Punch more than a
century ago. "The article does not dimin-
S the person it attacked, but only

Note: Since the original story another
has appeared that makes allegations
that DM Gould is an FBI informer. The
IRSP views these stories as nothing
more than baseless slander and gives
them no credence whatsoever.

SEMVes to demonstrate the lack of credi-

aner goch

or a free socialist wales

fion of Cymru Goch, Welsh Republican Socialists

on details from:

mv.jones@virgin.net

Cuimhneam

Fallen Volunzecrs and policical accivists remembered

whose anniversaries occur at this time.

rades.”

The Ard and

The staff and volunteers of the Irish National Liberation Army remember

“When the freedom of our country and class has been won, let us guard it well,
in the blood of those now dead. The building of the revolutionary party is the onl

Members of the Sociali whose

Comrade Mickey Montgomery, IRSP Died 1 Dec 1984
Vol. Joe Craven Assassinated 5 Dec 1983
Vol. Colm McNutt Killed in Action 12 Dec 1977
Vol. Roddy Carroll RUC Shoot-to-Kill 12 Dec 1982
Vol. Seamus Grew RUC Shoot-to-Kill 12 Dec 1982
Vol. Ronnie Trainor Assassinated 15 Dec 1975
Vol. John O'Rellly Assassinated 20 Jan 1987
Vol. Thomas "Ta" Power Assassinated 20 Jan 1987
Vol. Gino Gallagher Assassinated 30 Jan 1996

rades.”

of the Irish
comrades who died in the struggle for a Socialist Republic.

“When the freedom of our country and class has been won, let us guard it. W
in the blood of those now dead. The building of the revolutionary party is the

POWSs in
teers of the Irish National

Insertions

Y. F
Liberation Am\y'vmo gave their |i

“Whenever death may suppound us, let it be welcome, provided.
rececptive ear and that other hands reach out to pick up our
staccato of machine gun fire and new cries of battle and victor

If you would like to place an notice into Cuimhneamh then please contact the
Starry Plough office with details as soon as possible before you want it to appear.
Our contact details are on page 2. Family notices are especially welcome.

The

Starry Plough -* . -

WANTED

Paper Sellers

in all areas!

If you can help with
distribution and sales
of Ireland’s most
thought provoking
political newspaper
then please get in
touch and let us know.

The Starry Plough is
expanding and growing
throughout Ireland and

abroad but we need more
people to help us to get the
Republican Socialist mes-
sage out to areas where we
don’t have a presence.

Our contact details are
on Page 2.

- !
Camchéachta «**. +
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US Embassy Demonstration
Saturday 7th December
Assemble @ 2pm

Central Bank Plaza, Dublin
(Bring Banners & Flags)

No War

But the Class War!
Demonstration

Saturday 7th December
Assemble @ 2pm

Art College Square, Belfast
(Bring Banners & Flags)

Vol. Joe Craven
Plaque Unveiling
Bawnmore Estate, Belfast

(Check with local IRSP personel
for details of this event)

Vol.Colm McNutt

Plaque Unveiling

Junction of William St and
Rossuille St, Bogside, Derry

(Check with local IRSP personel
for details of this event)

Vol. Neil McMonagle
Plaque Unveiling

Salurday 1st February
Assemble @ 2pm

Leafair Park, Derry

(These delails are subject to

ries occur at thi

change so check with IRSP rep-
resentatives beforehand)

Bloody Sunday Weekend

Friday 31st January & Saturday
1st February

Two days of discussion and
debate on many topics held in
Derry with the culmination being
the annual Bloody Sunday
Commemoration March.

(For details email: derryirsp@hot-
mail.com)

Bloody Sunday March & Rally
Sunday 2nd February
Assemble @ 2pm

Creegan Shops.

Creegan, Derry

If you would like to place an
advert for events such as
demonstrations, protests, com-
memorations, socials etc hap-
pening in your part of the coun-
try then contact the Starry
Plough office with details
before the next deadline.

**** *



LIBERATION

SOCIALISM!

IMPRISONED PARIS 7 DENIED FAIR TRIAL

- SPANISH STATE

TERROR
ESCALATES!

FOLLOWING SEPTEMBER 11th REPRESSION
INTENSIFIES AGAINST POLITICAL PARTIES IN SPAIN

The fascist Spanish State has launched an offensive
against all organisations that make up the anti-fascist
resistance and working class Movement. The most
shocking and public side of this State terrorism is the
attacks upon all fronts of the Basque National Liberation
Movement and against communists and other anti-fas-

cists. All these repressive measures which the Spanish
state has been orchastrating are part of the privatisation
economic politics, 'free trades', the increase in the num-
ber of working people in work 'accidents’, job instability,
unemployment, etc. The regime is attempting to corner
off all those who show their anger against the capitalist

system and it's State. The lastest imprisonment of mem-
bers from political prisoners' solidarity groups is also an
attempt to crush solidarity with the victims of reprisals,
workers on strike or any others that have been arrested
or tortured.

e® @ @00

PCE(r) and two GRAPO members are

August 2001, during the Celebration of  Francisco Brotons who was then Spain's  Party of Spain Reconstituted) of which

Details are emerging of an horrific kid-
napping in Madrid of Carmen Lépez
Anguita, a former political prisoner and
member of the prisoners support group
AFAPP (Association of Families of
Political Prisoners).

When leaving her flat in late November
Carmen was attacked from behind by a
team of masked men and bundled into
the side door of a van and driven off. She
was brutally kidnapped by the Spanish
state and now faces charges of belong-
ing to a militant group. Carmen is a ded-
icated political activist who has spent
TWENTY years in prison already and
has endured countless protest actions,
including numerous hunger strikes.

This petit lady is well known to
Republican Socialists in Ireland. In

Resistance Weekend in Derry held to
commemorate the 1981 hunger strike,
she spoke at a public meeting to high-
light the need for greater solidarity
between groups who have political pris-
oners as members and put forward the
proposal from AFAPP for the formation
of International Red Aid, an international
prisoners support group.

She also spoke of her own harrowing
experiences in the prisons of Spain.
Anyone who listened to her could not fail
to have been both impressed and
inspired by her courage and commitment
to the politics of international solidarity
and socialism.

While in Derry she helped to put up
posters calling for the release of

longest serving Political prisoner, having
spent in excess of twenty three years
behind bars. He was a leader of
GRAPO.

These posters were put up around the
Brandywell stadium in time for the imi-
nent arrival of the Real Madrid soccer
team who were in town for a friendly
match with Derry City.

She went out of her way to lay flowers on
the graves of Republican Socialists
across the north, in Derry, Dungiven and
at the National IRSM monument in
Milltown Cemetery in Belfast.

An IRSP spokesperson said the whole

organisation was saddened by the attack

on the political party PCE(r) (Communist

ISH REPUBLICAN SOCIALISM!
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the kidnapping of Carmen was only a
small part. In further raids at least nine
other party activists were arrested. There
is now evidi ing that h

of torture were used during so called
interogation sessions.

The IRSP spokesperson saluted the
bravery and commitment of Carmen and
her comrades and lent the IRSP’s sup-
port to calls for the release of the political
activists in Spain. “These raids are just a
part of the political repression that is
ongoing in Spain. Anyone from a sup-
porter of a prisoners group to political
activist is under threat from the state in
this latest crackdown.”

We have already seen the forced closure
of the offices of Harre Batasuna in the
Basque country. Five members of

(WL AT e 8 i
CeoitoeeT 7
(R bR A B

currently imprisoned in France on dubi-
ous extradition warrants. They have
been waiting now for two years and there
is still no sign of a hearing. They are
planning a hungerstrike to force move-
ment in their case. They have become
known as the Paris 7. We urge our read-
ers to support our imprisoned comrades
in Spain and France and we send greet-
ings of Solidarity to them during this diffi-
cult time.

Victory to the Working Class
in Spain and Ireland!

The Irish Republican So
Party believes that more su S
needed for Political Prisoners of
War.

Each day more political aclivists
are detained & tortured repeatedly
by so-called democratic
European Countries as their facist
terror spirals. We must highlight
that repression and fight against it
We urge all Republiscan Sociz

to fully support the right for politic
status at home and abroad!

Left: The Paris 7




