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| "Of all the politicians and political

people with whom | have had conver-
sations, and who called themselves
followers of Connolly, he was the only
one who truly understood what James
Connolly meant when he spoke of his
vision of the freedom of the Irish peo-

ple.”

- Nora Connolly, daughter of James Connolly,
speaking of Seamus Costello shortly after
his assassination
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Seamus Costello
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Teagmhail Contact

The Irish Republican Soclalist Party has established Cummain |
(- out Ireland as well as
Republican Socialist Committees in Europe, North America & "Carr‘udar.“w bl

Each IRSP cumann meets on a weekly basis to activate, J
, educate and organise events locally such as public and political
educational meetings , solidarity protests, pickets and d g e o Y SW%'”-

;I'hs 'ﬁ:dR',P"M'Q" Socialist Party has active Cummain, as well as individual members and supporters in the following
lowns: Gities across Ireland, to contact and get involved with the nearest |.R.S.P Cumann in your area write to:

Ardglass:

For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com Dublin: 4 Cavendish Row, Dublin 1.
Tel/Fax 01 873 56 20 Email: dublini hotmail.com
Armagh:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com s
Dundalk:  F i il tmail.com
Belfast: 392 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 6DH. e s iy

Tel.028 90 321024 Fax. 028 90 330786 Dungiven:For further details Email:derryirsp@hotmail.com

Bray:For further details Email:dublinirsp@hotmail.com Galway: For further detalls Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Cork: For further details il.com L For details com
Derry: P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX. Limerick:  For further d il i
el dory s R oS etalls Email:irsp@hotmail.com
Newry: For further detail il E
Donegal:  For further details Email:irsp@hotmail.com it S el
Strabane: 31 Patrick Street, Strabane, Co Tyrone

IRSP has members, supporters and contacts active in many working class campait i i

RS igns and prisoner solidarity in towns and
cities throughout England,Scotland and Wales, and across Europe, write to our International Department fo:y futher details
on how you can actively participate.
IRSP International Department

North America & Canada

Email. irsp@netwizards.net

Irish Republican Socialist Committees of North America & Canada

2057 15th Street, Suite B, San Francisco, CA 9411, North America.
Tel/Fax. 415 861 1355  Email. irsp@netwizards.net

IRSC_has members, supporters and contacts active in working class struggles and prisoner solidarity throughout North
America, Canada and Latin America write for futher details on how you too can actively participate.

IRSM Online & Other Links
Official IRSM Website: http://irsm.org/irsp/

Solidarity with Turkish Hunger Strikers Committee
(Dublin): it i

Prisoner of War Website: http://irsm.org/irspows/
Solidarity with Turkish Hunger Strikers Committee

IRSM (Derry): clo P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX.
The Starry Plough Oniirie:htip: rspistarryplougl : Project
P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX
Teach Na Failte (Strabane):
Ex i POW Support O Justice For Mark Barnsley (Ireland Support Group):

31 Patrick Street, Strabane, Tyrone
Tel/Fax: 028 71 884616

clo P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX.

of WWW. ike.net

Teach Na Failte (Belfast):
392D Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 6DH.
Tel/Fax: 028 90238321

James Connolly Society: www.wageslave.org/jcs/

Larkspirit:

www.larkspirit.com

star lough@hotmail.com

Got a Story? Let us know

If you would like to highlight an issue of concern in
your area and would like to have it published in the
pages of The Starry Plough then get in touch at the
address above or contact a local IRSP representa-
tive, The Starry Plough is your paper.

Deadline for next issue of An Camchéachta is
20th November 2002.

For national and international news, or news for
your workplace, community or action group then
please send your articles, photographs, reports
and any other information to The Starry Plough at
the following address:

The Starry Plough/An Camchéachta
PO BOX 1981

DERRY

IRELAND

BT48 8GX

=1
Join Ireland’s ONLY party dedicated to the removal of British rule AND capitalism!
FOR NATIONAL
LIBERATION AND
SOCIALIST

revorution: |
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The Starry Plough is the only paper that stands
flrm_ly against British rule and the destruction of

in Ireland. We need your support to
enable us to continue the work of building a
party that has a regular paper that genuinely
represents the interests of the working class. In
order for us to do so, we urge you to make a
donation to The Starry Plough ‘Fighting Fund’l

Please send your donations big or small to:
The Starry Plough

First Trust Bank, Derry, BT48 6BU,

Account No. 14986015

Sort Code No. 93-86-10

You can also take out a standing order that will

enable us to plan on a more regular incom
The Starry Plough. %ieg

family i

While we recognise the desire of the people for peace we said that the GFA gulldrlot
i every since 1994 has not been peace.

the front line.

I enclose:
€1,000 €100,00 €50,00 €20,00
€10,00 €5.00

Other donation (please specify)
€
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IRSP
ARD FHEIS ‘02

Review by John Martin Political Secretary IRSP

The 4th Ard Feis since the refor-
mation of the Irish Republican
Socialist Party in 1995 was held
recently in Derry City.

A lively and critical debate took
place over a wide range of issues
and 24 resolutions were passed
with a number of motions
referred to the incoming Ard-
Comhairle. Aims and principles
of the movement are contained in
the document “This is Republican
Socialism”, published on page 7
of this publication.

This was an important develop-
ment in the evolution of the Party
since Gino Gallagher initiated the
revival of the Republican
Socialist Movement in late 1994.
A decision was then taken by the
leading activists of the movement
to not only expanding the IRSP
with new members, but actively
seeking the return of former
activists. As one comrade said,
"we have drawn a line under the
past and we-are taking @ mature
approach ~ the,dooris:open: to,
anyone who agrees with. republi-
can socialist politics.”

Unfortunately an armed assault
on the movement by a gang lead
by a former INLA leader Hugh
Tomey and using known drug
dealers led to the death of Gino
Gallagher and set back by a
number of years the rebuilding of
the movement.

However, since then, there have
been 4 Ard Fheisnna held which
have pointed the way forward for
the movement and shown what
can be achieved by political
action.

The below resolution probably
summarises what most activist
republicans believe despite what
the Provisional Sinn Fein leader-
ship says.

“Ard-Fheis recognises that the
Good Friday Agreement has
failed to deliver peace to working
class communities, has
increased sectarian division and
is a major block towards a
Republic. We call for all republi-
cans and socialists to oppose the
current political set-up, unite in
opposition to the maintenance of
a sectarian state and push for-
ward towards a republic. We
believe that political opposition is
the best method ilable at this

with the UDA without calling a
special Ard Fheis. There is
unlikely to be such an Ard-Fheis
in the foreseeable future.

Traveller Organisations, who are
opposed to "The Housing
Miscellaneous Act (2002)" a dra-
coman plece of legislation, which

Ti Il for being

However the
the NAP by a huge majority.
Another resolution applauded
and supported the disciplined
and defensive role of the INLA in
the defence of working class
communities especially in North
Belfast from sectarian attack and
re-affirmed support for the INLA
ceasefire.

On policing the position was
clear - opposition to republicans
ever taking seats on the Northern
Ireland Policing Board.

An important document “On
Organising Our Work in the
Trade Unions” was presented to
the Ard-Feis and showed the
determination of the Party to tumn
towards the working class and it's
i in particular.

time to republican and socialist
forces and that these forces
could: best.,be united. in;.a
Republican Forum that allows for.
unity in action whilst respecting
ideological differences.

A lively discussion took place
around the Non Aggression Pact
with many delegates opposed to
any talks with representatives of
sectarian loyalism. A commit-
ment was given by the Party
leadership not to enter into talks

ADAIR DUMPED!

The news of tension between the

Johnny Adair and John White
have been dumped out of the
UDA. Should Republicans cele-
brate this fall from grace of some
of the leading hate figures within
the loyalist community or should
caution be exercised in light of
past history?

Well yes and no. We all want to
see the defeat of militant loyal-
ism and seeing a prominent fig-
ure like Johnny Adair isolated
vulnerable is welcome but there
is a real danger for innocent
nationalist communities.

For in the past when loyalists
had finished killing each other in
their various feuds they immedi-
ately tried to ingratuate them-
selves within their own commu-
nities by attempting to divert
attention away from their own
shoricomings and immediately
set about the task of killing inno-
cent nationalists. This was to
make them look like the defend-
ers of the communities in which
they exist.

The fact is that no-one knows for
sure what will happen when this
current feud ends but national-

ists need to be mindful of past
experience.

Meanwhile, the RUC's Assistant
Chief Constable for Belfast Alan
McQuillan has admitted his men
have made no arrests and
secured no convictions against
the loyalists behind a campaign
of murder and bombing in North
Belfast. Surprise surprise!

Speaking on the BBC, Mr
McQuillan compared the loyal-
ists to "mafia gangs" and specu-
lated that recent feuding - includ-
ing the murder of LVF leader
Stephen Warnock - were linked
to drug turf wars.

At that stage however, he
refused to blame loyalists for the
alleged murder attempt on Davy
Mahood the previous week, say-
ing officers were following sever-
al lines of enquiry.

Davy Mahood himself immedi-
ately blamed the INLA for
attempting to kill him. One local
republican socialist source told
us, “Nothing new in this further
case of a loyalist developing an
over active imagination and

Travellers.

There was also condemnation of
the worlds drug companies and
western governments for their
refusal to reduce the cost of
drugs and treatment for
HIV/AIDS. These should be
made freely available to help
ease the suffering of those mil-
lions who suffer from the escalat-
ing HIV/AIDS crisis in the Third
World.

On housing the Ard Fheis sup-
ported the demands for afford-
able social housing to be made
available for all regardless of
race, colour or creed and con-
demned the political scapegoat-
ing of ethnic and racial minorities.
Support for Dessie O'Hare was

This document will be ghly
discussed and debated by the
movement be!om the next Ard-
Fheis.» \GIMA ¢ fognue

A comprehensive resolution on
anti drug work was also passed
with an emphasis on adequate
preventative measures neces-
sary in combating the drug epi-
demic that has devastated work-
ing class communities.

Solidarity was expressed with

also exp and his il di
ate release as a qualifying politi-
cal prisoner under the Good
Friday Agreement was-demand-
ed.

Support for polmwl pnsoners in

Turkey who were struggling
against an oppressive prison
regime.

The Ard - Feis ended with the
Republican Socialist Movement
in the strongest position it has
been in since its foundation.

INLA LEAD -
OTHERS
FOLLOW

In our last issue we brought you
exclusive pictures showing a
unit from the North Derry,
Brigade of the lIrish National
Liberation Army firing a volley of |
shots over the grave of INLA|
hunger striker Vol. Kevun Lynch

Connolly in
‘Greatest Brit’
Awards

It seems that not many things
these days would shock you
however the BBC has publi-
cised a forthcoming programme
for the top 10 Britons of all-time.

So far, a poll of the top 100 all-
time greatest Britons has sur-
prisingly thrown up none other
than the leader of the 1916
Easter Rising and the founder of
modern republican socialism,
James Connolly.

Figures released to highlight the
show said that over 30,000
viewers from both Britain and
the six counties had nominated
the top 100 list of ‘Great
Britons’. A spokesperson for the
BBC said that “The criteria for
the greatest Briton was if some-
one was born in the British Isles,
including Ireland, or if someone
lived in the British Isles, includ-
ing Ireland”.

Although bom in Scotland to
Irish and Scots = parents,
Connolly went on to become
leader of the socialist Irish
Citizens Army in the rising
against British rule in Ireland.
He was executed for his part in
the rising.

A spokesperson for the Irish
Republican Socialist Party told
the Starry Plough that she

lieved that the
of the IRSP would welcome the
possiblity of James Connolly
receiveing an award, even if the
title was the ‘greatest Briton'.

“| don't feel that our member-
ship W“'Sﬂi?ﬂ!q

the tilte wmn#'g M
the growth of awareness of

James Conmlly and the politics
he d. It will bring James

Ireland and y was
also expressed with pamcular

IRA and the Real IRA. Is it coin-
that these two events|

ympathy for the P

and in particular our comrades in
the PFLP. Also the Ard Fheis sent
solidarity greetings to those
courageous death fasters in

WHAT NEXT?

UDA and LVF could spell danger for nationalists

attempting to take the heat off
fellow loyalists by blaming the
INLA for stirring things up. The
INLA didn't try to Kill this loyalist.”
The source went on, “This is in
line with current loyalist thinking.
If your in a tight spot blame the
INLA for starting the trouble in
the first place. Remember that
after they killed Gerard Lawlor in
July they blamed the INLA for
shooting a member of the UDA's
youth wing and claimed the
Lawilor killing was in response to
that. There is no evidence what-
soever that the INLA has been
involved in any of this activity.”

Mahood desperately tried in vain
to justify blaming the INLA. He
said that the INLA were the most
active in the area where the
shooting took place. The RUC
later said that they had no rea-
son to believe the INLA were
responsible and blamed loyal-
ists. This didn't stop the UDA
sending a hit team out a few
days later for a “revenge” attack.
They targeted three innocent
men sitting outside shops at
Atlantic Avenue, off the Antrim
Road at 5pm on a Saturday
afternoon

IRSP RESPOND TO LACK OF LOYALIST ARRESTS

A North Belfast IRSP spokesperson claimed that “Loyalists in North
Belfast have been responsible for over 300 pipe bomb attacks and sev-

eral sectarian assassinations.

“l would ask the RUC and their political bedfellows on the new local polic-

ing boards to explain why not.one loyalist has been arrested but when

loyalist are allegedly targeting fellow loyalists there are massive security

operations thrown into place to prevent loyalists from being killed and

people like Andre Shoukri are arrested and charged within days. The

RUC don't care about catholic lives. These facts speak for themselves”
-

followed so closely behind the
INLA events or is more a case of|
the others playing catch up to
the INLA?  Who knows?

Johnny Adair:

Isolated and alone in the Lower Shankill?

Connolly to the attention of mil-
lions of people who otherwise
would never have heard of him
or his ideals for which he gave
his life.

GAP GETS BIGGER!

Ireland will soon be announced
as the second richest country in
the world behind the US per
head of population. Does that
make you feel any better to hear
that? Are you proud of Ireland’s
achievements or do you think
that we need to be asking the
hard questions of Ireland'’s lead-
ers. For example why is 10% of
the population of this country
still living below the poverty line
when there is an undoubted sur-
plus of wealth within the coun-

Why are thousands of Ireland’s
working class forced to live in
squalid flat complexes that are
rife with poverty, deprivation and
dmgs?

£ rea e
Whatarelh poliﬁc-ansfromma
main parties doing about the
state of our hospitals, roads,
schools, housing etc etc?

The wealth generated by the
Irish working class is making the'
rich richer and the poor poorer.
The gap is widening on a week-
ly basis. The workers are not
benefitting from their labour!

It is time for Irish workers to
make a stand and demand what
is rightfully theirs and it is time
the political puppets in Leinster
House listened and did some-
thing before the workers kk:k
them'out!
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TIONSCLAIOCH

Hundreds of Firefighters from
England, Scotland and Wales
joined forces with their co-
workers in the six counties last
month in the first of a series of
public protests to highlight
their demand for fair pay.

The protesting  Firefighters
grathered in Belfast city centre as
part of their ‘National' Campaign.
Many supporters joined in as
countless onlookers cheered in
support of their demands.

The march and rally was aimed at
securing a decent living wage for
the 6 counties 2,000 uniformed
fire service staff and to replace
the now out of date 1977 pay for-
mula devised by the bosses.

Members of the IRSP took part, in
a show of solidarity with all under
paid workers, in the demonstra-
tion which was addressed by a
number of leading trade unionists
from both islands

A spokesperson for the Fire
Brigades Union said that firefight-
ers wages was “in no way reflect
the difficult and often dangerous
job we do not least here in
Northren Ireland

“We have said all along that we
want to avoid confrontation. This
remains the case.

“However, we are absolutely
determined that our firefighters
should receive the proper salary
for the prosessional job they do.
We are not asking for special
treatment but fair treatment.”

The battle for the firefighters
demand of a 40% wage increase
has been so far rejected by the
‘Labour’ government. Instead an
offer of a mere 4% increase has
been widely laughed at.

A Belfast IRSP spokesperson
said that "It is incredible to think
that as a worker, you are risking
life and limb each day everyday
yet your wage doesn't reflect the
importance of the work you are
doing.

“Our party fully supports the fire-
fighters in their struggle for a
decent living wage, as do the
communities from which they
come from and risk their lives in

“The crumbs offered by a so-
called labour government only
tightens the firefighters resolve
in winning the battle ahead.
Many thousands of public sec-
tor workers across the board
who have been treated in a sim-
ilar fashion over wages and
conditions are also watching
these developments closely.”

'FIREFIGHTERS ARE
RIGHT TO STAND FIRM

The IRSP supports fully the right of the fire-
fighters of the six counties to stand up

against poverty pay in their workplace. In
fact we would encourage all workers who
are victims of poverty pay to organise and
follow the lead set by the firefighters.
Stand up to the bosses and demand an end

to poverty pay!

—

Firefighters lead fight to defeat Poverty Pay

SUPERQUINN BACKTRACK
o OVER PAY!

WORKERS UNITY TO
END POVERTY PAY

WORKPLACE ANGER INCREASES OVER DECENT WAGES

An i d 130 at
Superquinn stores throughout the
country have ended their strike
over an increase in pay. o

In a show of solidarity, 400 work-
ers failed to turn up for work as -
the strike began at the end of .
last month.

The butchers, who are all fully
qualified in their trade informed
the Starry Plough that they had
been ‘seen as second class
workers' within one of the coun-
tries biggest superstores and
had been forced to ‘make a
stand in order to be paid the
same as other workers' within

the sup

During the dispute, 13 out of 19
 Superquinn stores took part in a

* strike over what has been called

i F’{f‘] L t
. Workers at Superquinn had even
been issued with protective a
notice that affected 5,300 work-
ers at the chainstore as the strike
 entered its third day.

The butchers dispute began as
103 members of SIPTU went on
strike for 8% catch-up pay that
bosses owed to them since last
year.. . }

F ing talks at the Labour
court, Superquinn agreed to pay
the increase sought by the
butchers. FTNE

. A Dublin IRSP Spokesperson
said that “this was a strike in
which workers across the coun-
try should learn from.

“When workers have a goal to
end poverty pay and conditions
and stick together, they can win.
Workers must not remain isolat-
ed on this or any other battle with
the bosses."

HISTORIC
FACTORY TO BE
DEMOLISHED?

Derry city has been for man
years renowned for its shin mak-
ing Industry. Both in word and in
song workers have enshrineq
the city's industrial heritage i
national history.

Builtin 1855, on the west bank of
the River Foyle beside the citt
Caigavon Bridge, the Tilje &
Henderson building stands asa
monument (o it's industria| past

The building is now owned by
property developer Diljit Rana
who, it is said, may be planning
to demolish this world famous
building so that he can carry on
with the business of making
money from the site. He is
believed to have forked out in the
region of £950,000 when he pur-
chased the nhistoric riverside
property in 1999. He plans to
build a hotel on the site after
demolishing this building.

William Tillie arrived in Derry
from Glasgow in 1850 and his
partner, John Henderson, erect-
ed the five story building cover-
ing nearly one acre of land on
the Foyle Road, with 19,000
square feet of factory space. At
that time this shirt factory was
the largest of it's kind in the
world. So much so that it got a
mention in Karl Marx's 'Das
Kapital'.

One local historian told the
Starry Plough, “If this landmark
goes it will not only be the end of
a beautiful artitechural building
but the end of the mighty indus-
trial past of this city.”

“Thousands of workers, mostly
women, passed through these
doors throughout the years, par-
ticularly during the late nine-
teenth century and into the twen-
tieth century. To lose this histori-
cal site, with it's working class
heritage, is another victory for
rampant profiteering”

Another
Workplace Death

The Starry Plough has repeated-
ly highlightied many deaths with-
in the country's building sites

Sadly we have again seen
another construction worker
killed. This time on a construc-
tion site in the city centre of
Derry.

An IRSP spokesperson in Derry
said, “The IRSP have been sad-
dened by the death yesterday of
a 23 year old man, a construc-
tion worker from Limavady
Co.Derry who was killed when a
staircase crashed on top of him
within the site of a new
Debenhams Store at Foyleside
shopping centre.

“Our party reiteriate the call for
greater health and safety regula-
tions to be introduced immedi-
ately in order to prevent further
loss of life of workers on building
sites. It is our view that if con-
struction bosses continue to fail
to increase safety measures to
protect employees then this is
clearly attempted murder of

and they must be held
accountable!
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REID’S CLAIMS
DISMISSED

Short Strand Protestants Speak Out on Attacks

Two Short Strand Protestants
have slammed claims by Britain's
Secretary of State for the 6
Counties, John Reid, that recent
violence in East Belfast has been
carried out by nationalists.

They correctly said that the vio-
lence undoubtably came from
loyalists in the area.

Rod Clooney and Damian
Brennan were speaking at a
press conference organised by
Protestant residents from the
East Belfast interface.

It is estimated that more than 60
people either of the Protestant
faith or of Protestant parentage

live in the Short Strand.

“We're called Lundy's and turn-
coats," explained Rod Clooney, a
Protestant originally from the
Newtownards Road.

“After my mother and father died
I had nowhere to go and | was
welcomed into the Short Strand
with open arms.

“That wouldn't happen to a
Catholic in a loyalist area.

“My home has been attacked by
loyalist rioters on countless occa-
sions since | moved here.

“They don't care that | am a

Protestant. They view me with
the same hatred that they do
every Catholic from the Short
Strand."

And Rod Clooney claims the
RUC's attitude is no better.

“They have mistakenly called me
a Fenian bastard in the past,” he
said.

“They have to bear a lot of the
responsibility for what has gone
on in East Belfast since May.

‘I have witnessed them sit back
and allow loyalists to attack
homes in the Short Strand.”

Rod Clooney says John Reid is
wrong when he says the situation
in East Belfast is tit-for-tat,
Catholic against Protestant.

“I'm a Protestant living in the
Short Strand being ked by

“And David Trimble did the same
when he chose to visit Cluan
Place and not the Short Strand.”

Damian Brennan says his com-
munity has been wrongfully
d of ian attacks on

fellow Protestants,” he said.

“The bottom line is that loyalism
is trying to eradicate my commu-
nity."

And Damian Brennan who has a
Protestant parent agrees.

“John Reid infuriated the entire
community when he made his ill-
advised comments last week,”
said the Clandeboye resident.
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the people of Cluan Place.

“If there was even an ounce of
sectarianism in any Short Strand
resident then surely the first thing
they would do would be to put the
Protestants living here out of the
area,” he said.

“The very fact that there are 60
Protestants living here who are
treated as equals highlights the
truth.

“That the Short Strand is a com-
munity under siege.”

The Irish Republican Socialist
Party’s representative in the area
echoed the views of Damian and
Rod when he spoke to the Starry
Plough.

“John Reid doesn't have to live
with the terror that the residents
of this area have to live under” he
said. “Furthermore to try to say
that the nationalist residents had
anything to do with the ongoing
trouble is ubsurd. Nothing could
be further from the truth. This
community is under daily attack
and John Reid turns up on our
doorsteps to tell us we are
involved in this trouble and we
must stop it. This is blatant
appeasement to the fascists on
the other side of the wall who are
trying to portray the working
class communty there as some
sort of victim community.

And he added “Yes they are vic-
tims all right, but not of republi-
can violence. They are victims of
loyalist intimidation and manipu-
lation!"

‘--_------------------—-----------\
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rate this year the 25th anniver-
sary of the assassination of
Seamus Costello. If he is unsur-
prisingly remembered as the
founder of the IRSP and the
INLA, he should also be com-
memorated as one of the main
architects of the left turn taken by
the then unified Republi
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militant stance. It was mainly due to the pressure of Costello
and his supporters that the Official IRA adopted a more
aggressive policy in 1971. But under the pressure of reformist
elements, the Official IRA called a ceasefire in 1972. The strat-
egy of the Officials in the North was seeking to unite Catholic
and Protestant workers under the Civil Rights banner, reform
Stormont and demand a Westminster Bill of Rights. The
Official leadership argued that military activity alienated the
loyalist working class and end: in

in Ireland, and would have a programme | action
- based on this understanding. Costello and 3 ,','Eff;s were
at first busy laying the foundation and mu':.: of their party-
In April 1975 was the first national e same year
the party paper “The Starry Plough” was establigged and P2ty
premises were purchased in Dublin. But the parly had to fight
for its very survival before even thinking of deyeloping- The
party was faced with very serious objective ad subjective

Movement during the 1960s. In
contrast to Connolly, whose back-
ground was the workers move-
ment, Costello came from the
conspiratorial politics of the
“"secret army”, understood their
limits, and developed a strategy
to reconstruct them on a left-
r~ wing basis . Born in 1939,
£ Seamus Costello applied to join
the IRA aged 16, and became
the commander of an ASU in
South Derry during the border
campaign. He was arrested in
1957, and was intemed in the
Curragh. Like others, he reflect-
/ ed on the reasons for the failure
of the 1956 - 1962

the 26 The Official I ip was totally out of step
with the mass struggle that was going on. They stated that the
abolition of was a regressi ! They were
still stuck at the Civil Rights stage when the struggle against
British rule was the main issue. No wonder that the Officials
lost a lot of political credibility with the Nationalist working
class. This political line was opposed by Costello and his sup-
porters. Strategically, Costello argued that there was too much

p that crippled its develq:manwm th

First, the Officials attempted to wipe 0
before it got off the ground, beating, pi
kneecapping its members, and on 20 Februarys
Hugh Ferguson. Until a ceasefire between the yyo organisa-
tions was brokered in May, three comrades laydea

refused to use their weapons against the k-
British occupation had not qualms about &

on app g li rather than defending
that the iction was partition and

not the reform of T lly, he criticised the fellow
of armed struggle and the i in

1 If the fighting with the Offce

upon
the 26 counties. One of the lessons of this period, is the neces-
sity for Republican Socialists of never being out of step with the
mass struggle. Any struggle out of step with mass struggle is
condemned to fail. It is also important to understand what the
main contradiction is, and how the principal aspect of that con-~
tradiction manifests itself. The Officials failed to see what the

~ and came to realise that there
was an objective need to move
away from a purely military con-
ception of struggle. The IRA had sepa-
rated itself from the people. Costello
thought that the Republican movement
should be organically linked to the masses develop a solid
political programme to give political leadership and if neces-
\ sary complement mass struggle by military action. Through

=

the efforts of Costello and others, the Republican
M d a ialist stance by 1966/1967.
This part of Costello's political life has much

was and on the road to
nowhere.

At first, Costello tried to reform the Official Republican
Movement from within. In 1972, in an attempt to open up a dis-
cussion on political and military strategy, Costello (who was
still OIRA Director of Operations) and Sean Garland jointly for-
mulated a policy document called "A Brief E; ion of the

in Belfast, it neverthelesshad a debilitat-
ing effect on the movement in the country &
Costello's supporters had also to cope with
Provisionals. A number of people left the Provisk
on ceasefire) to join Costello's organisation. To g
ther defi the IRA one of ismembers that
had joined the IRSP, and blamed the killing onthe Officials. In
such a climate, the immediate threat to the mavement was not
even the state or the loyalists, but former comrades .

On top of that, state repression attempted to cush the IRSP, in
the 26 counties in particular. This was no ofinary Garda
harassment. In June 1975, they lay the blame ofi the IRSP for
a UDA attempt to blow up a train camyng Officials to

Republican Position: An Attempt to Formulate the Correct
Demands and Methods of Struggle". Their position was critical
of the then ip's gradual ing of the

The d was adopted at the October 1972 IRA

in 2002. Forty years after the end of the border cam-
paign, Republi have still to the defeat
of the 1990s. While some Republicans join the sta-
tus quo and other "pan nationalist fronts®,
Republican Socialists will find i in

and the qr Sinn Fein Ard Fheis, but never
implemented. The Goulding- MacGiolla faction attempted to
reverse the decision and tried to isolate and undermine
Costello by p g of internal ds y. In 1973,
the Offical Sinn Fein and Army Council adopted new organisa-

Costello's 1960s strategy. What is required of

i is to be linked to the strug-

gles of the working class and give political leader-
ship.

3 With the outbreak of the
struggle in the North and

the split in the «

Republican "N\

\\

i’ M:;v t

. expelled, and when the conflict later erupted bety

tional part of a strategy of isolating the opposition
without creating a split. Costello was weakened when Garland
changed sides. Things came to a head when Seamus Costello
was court martialled and dismissed from the Official IRA in July
1974. At the 1974 Offical Sinn Fein Ard Fheis, Costello was
also dismissed from the party. Costello supporters had been so
thoroughly purged from both the party and the army, that there

' were only 15 votes against the motion. Costello was certainly

no "splitist”. He tried to work within the Officials until he was
the

On 31 March 1976 at Sallins, 8 Cork-Dublin
train was robbed. Although the Provisionals Bter admitted
responsibility for the robbery, the Free State g®mment used
it as an excuse to launch a vicious poliical afta€on the IRSP.
About 40 IRSP members were arrested, and Most reported
that they were tortured, deprived of sleep o0d, brutally
kicked and beaten. Doctors and human rights ®servers |ater
confirmed their injuries. Three IRSP members!

© eventually
sentenced to long term prison imprisonment & the Dublin
Special Criminal Court in December 1978. Al i¥ee had been

framed, and after intense efforts by org:
Amnesty International to prove their innocen®,
released in 1980. The last, Nicky Kelly, had toa

being officially cleared ! Costello always main
to smash the

tain is that round 1976, the Free State
repressive stance against left-wing groups. Fot
and Marie Murray, two Anarchists accused of

NS such as

Official IRA and his movement, he did everything in his power
to resolve matters peacefully. He was probably correct not to
leave earlier, as he ultimately would have ended up isolated.

Costello and his supporters had little choice but form a new

Costello
remained with the
Officials. He was on
the left wing of the
Officials, pressing the rest -
of the leadership to adopt a more

political On 8D 1974, Costello and eighty
of his supporters set up the Irish Republican Socialist Party.
The same day, they di d also di the f of
a new armed group that would continue the struggle the

Official IRA had abandoned. They recognised the need for a
revolutionary socialist party who would understand the rela-

tionship between the national question and the class struggle

during a robbery, where threatened with dealh
IRSP particularly Ta Power es
~had by late 1975 about 800 members. Up o 1
been injured -or even killed- in arrests or by ™’
means that for the first two years, due o thes®’
tive the movement had litle
and simply struggled for survival. i

 Atthe same time,
e e time,

Costello was busy buldind 2%
- ammed struggle was one of the decisive ¢35
Officials. As Connolly wrote, “agitation 1©

-

(
|
|
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Jostello

(Selected Works, p45) In eaﬁy 1976, the Army Council of a
*National Liberation Army" issued its first statement. "The
National Liberation Army was recently formed with the aim of
ending British imperialist rule in Ireland and creating a 32 coun-

ti R lutionaries, we recog-

ty D Asre
nise the paramount necessity for the existence of an armed
anti-imperialist organisation which will play an effective role in
the current struggle. (.) After five years of struggle against
imperialism, the Irish people have victory within their grasp.
We see it as our task, as revolutionaries, that they are not
deprived of victory through the of any p i
solution negotiated without reference to the long term interests
of the Irish working class.” The statement ended with a list of
15 operations carried out since May 1975 ("New Army
Announced”, The Starry Plough n.10, January 1976, p.4) Due
to the lack of weapons and ammunitions, it was not easy for
Costello's army to make an impact. In May 1977, the Starry
Plough stated for example: "There is little known about the
National Liberation Army (NLA) who have remained relatively
quiet since December 1975." ("National Liberation Army on the
Offensive”, The Starry Plough n.21, May 1977, p.6) The 1978
British Army document "Future Terrorist Trends" barely men-
tions Costello's organisation. The name of the group itself was
not even clear. It is only in March 1978 that the armed group
adopted the INLA name, and by that time Costello was already
dead. Even if he was undeniably left-leaning, Costello
remained true to the physical force Republican tradition, and
for him the army was the privileged vehicle for revolutionary
struggle. This gave rise to a debate leading to a split (or resig-
nations) in the IRSP in 1975. A faction led by Bernadette
Devlin-McAliskey argued that the army should be subordinat-
ed to the party on the basis of democratic centralism.
Otherwise, "Group B" would just be a smaller version of the
IRA with left-leanings. The split significantly weakened the
movement, as it lost experienced political cadres.

Whether with the party or the army, Costello was committed to
the Connolly position on the relation between the national
Question and the class struggle. The Officials concentrated on
the class question while ignoring the national one, and the
Provisional Republican movement concentrated on the nation-
al question while ignoring class issues. In contrast, the
Republican iali 1t would ly link the two.
Unfortunately, since Costello's death, the idea of "For National
Liberation and Socialism" merely remained a slogan and was
not developed into a concrete programme. This partly related
lo the fact that the IRSP put too much emphasis upon the strat-
egy of the Broad Front. For its time, the proposal to form a unit-
ed front was very advanced -it broke with exclusivism and elit-
ism latent within Republican politics to this day. Costello recog-
nised that armed struggle on its own could not succeed, it
needed to be grounded on a mass movement and collaborate
with other progressive organisations. One must also note that
the Broad Front envisaged by Costello had little to do w[th I(he
so-called "pan—nationali:gnt" of today, as it would be limited

10 progressive social forces. The problem was that Costello
elevated the tactic of the' Broad Front to the level of a st.ral.eg.y.
As a tactic, it is very valid for the IRSP to engage in joint
actions, in a united front with other political organisations on
specific issues and specific goals. However, the Broad Front is
not the decisive catalyst for struggle. The development of She
Broad Front should be subordinated to the necessity of build-
ing the revolutionary vanguard party based on scianuﬁp social-
ism as the decisive vehicle to bring about national Ilberaﬂqn
and socialism. There was a problem of priorities because in
effect, the IRSP tended to subordinate the development of the

party to the construction of the Broad Front, and was willing to
submerge its particular political outlook in a Broad Front (see
for instance the experience of the Irish Front in Derry in 1977-
78). Costello called for the Broad Front without clear indica-
tions of the dangers of popular frontism. The result is that the
party was unable to develop a clear ideology nor define its pol-
itics beyond the slogan "For National Liberation and Socialism"
and a vague call for the "Broad Front". However, this failure is
not unique: from the 1930s Republican Congress to the
League of Communist Republicans in the 1980s, no group
really solved the problem of the relation between the strategy
of party building and the constitution of the united popular front.

Added to objective (attacks on the movement) and subjective
(resignations, political hesitations), the ination of
Seamus Costello in October 1977 by the Official IRA was a
decisive blow against the IRSP. To all intents and purposes, he
was the party. He was the main political and organisational
brains behind the movement. It left the party in confusion and
without direction. Today, the organisational strategy of the
Republican Socialist Movement would differ significantly from
that of Costello in at least one important aspect: the stress on
collective leadership. Collective leadership would have helped
avoid many of the problems that rose within the movement
after the death of Costello. Twenty five years after the assas-
sination of Seamus Costello, those are just some of the most
important issues of Costello's legacy that Republican
Socialists should reflect on.

Liam O Ruairc

Seamus Costello
25th Anniversary
Commemoration

Assemble 2pm,Sunday 20th October
Town Hall, Bray
for March and Rally
to Little Bray Churchyard, Bray

Main speaker
Bernadette Deviin McAliskey

Organised by the
LR.5.P. Seamus Costello Commemeration Committee.

Eor more details regarding the Commemeration contact:
Dublin IRSP on 01-873562 or email: dublinirsp@hotmail.com
Bray IRSP contact details ring Stephen on 086-359004.
Belfast contact details ring Fra on 028-90321024.

This is

Rep

ublican

Socialism!

The Irish Republican Socialist
Party is an organisation created
by and for working class people,
to aid working class liberation in
Ireland and internationally with
others who share that common
goal. The IRSP stands in the tra-
dition of James Connolly, seek-
ing an end to all forms of
exploitation and the creation of a
32 county socialist republic, with
the working class collectively
owning the means of production,
distribution, and exchange, as
well as democratically adminis-
tering society.

Socialism

The socialism we embrace is the
kind that liberates, not enslaves.
We strive towards a society that
functions to meet human needs,
not the need for profit. Our
socialism is a means of liberat-
ing our class from all forms of
oppression, whether economic,
political, religious, cultural or
social. It is a socialism that envi-
sions our class controlling their
own destinies and that of the
nation as a whole

National Liberation

The struggle for national libera-
tion cannot be separated from
the class struggle. Any attempt
to isolate one from the other will
result in failure. It is meaning-
less to speak of a free nation, if
the overwhelming majority
remain oppressed, and national
sovereignty is lost through multi-
national corporate control of the
economy just as much as by par-
tition. At the same time, some-
one who refuses to challenge
British imperialism in Ireland
cannot claim to be fighting for
socialism and the continuation of
partition props up the divisions in
the working class of Ireland that
hold us back from our own liber-
ation. We have no choice in
whether or not we wish to con-
sider the interconnection of the
national and class questions,
reality forces us to do so

We define the national liberation
struggle as that struggle which
seeks to force a British military
withdrawal from the occupied six
counties. The destruction of the
pro-British loyalist armed forces.

The withdrawal of British political
influence from all parts of
Ireland. The ending the partition
of the island of Ireland and the
overturning of both the partionist
governments presently adminis-
tering political affairs of Ireland

The gaining of collective eco-
nomic control of the nation's
resources by the nation as a
whole and the eradication of any
control or influence exercised by
foreign capitalists over any
aspect of the lIrish economy.
The recognition of a separate
Irish cultural identity and the
establishment of revolutionary
32-county socialist republic.

We aim to build a strong alliance
in Irish society of our class in
towns and cities, agricultural
workers in the country-side,
unemployed workers, working
class refugees, linked as a
movement internationally with
other like-minded liberation
struggles.

We firmly stand-by the struggle
for a republic. On that we are
inflexible, but our struggle for the
republic is a means to an end
For us, the national liberation
struggle is but an aspect of the
struggle for socialism.

Loyalism & Nationalism

We distinguish between loyalism
and Protestantism. We recog-
nise the right of everyone to their
own religious beliefs, provided
they do not use these beliefs to
oppress others. We have no
quarrel with Protestant workers
and welcome them to join us in
struggle. However, we stand
totally opposed to the political

ideology of loyalism. Loyalism is
a reactionary, sectarian and pro-
imperialist ideology, with which
we can make no compromise
We recognise that nationalism in
the context of the Irish struggle is
progressive, but we also recog-
nise that nationalism can play a
reactionary role. The national
chauvinism of the Tories
National Front, etc. is counter-
revolutionary and anathema (o
socialists. The nationalism of an
oppressed country is vastly dif-
ferent from such reactionary jin-
goism. We support all struggles
against imperialism throughout
the world

Class mobilisation

Only by mobilising our class
north and south - Protestant
Catholic and Dissenter - can the
goal of national liberation and
socialism be achieved. Workers
have distinct interests as a class
ultimately opposed to any other
class, we must join together as a
class to win control of society.

For a fighting union

As republican socialists, we take
lesson from battles that have
gone before us, in the communi-
ty and in the workplace. We
must reclaim our unions and
organise the unorganised. We
remain committed to the revolu-
tionary industrial unionism of
Larkin and Connolly. As republi-
can socialists we see the cre-
ation of a fighting ‘rank and file
trade union movement as some-
thing that still holds potential and
we support the building of a rev-
olutionary shop stewards' move-
ment.

Equality

Our class faces daily, relentless
assaults inflicted on us from
many quarters and a constant
onslaught of attempts to divide

against all forms of inequality
and oppression, including that of
women, travellers, lesbians,
gays, or other sexual minorities,
refugees, Africans, Asians, and
any other oppressed sector of
the working class. We oppose
racism, Zionism, sexism, homo-
phobia, national chauvinism, and
anything else which divides our
class. We support reproductive
rights and unhindered access to
contraception, including a
woman's right to choose abor-
tion. We are opposed to religious
sectarianism and seek the com-
plete separation of church and
state and a secular society.

Our Earth

The increasing destruction of our
environment is due to misman-
agement of industrialisation and
the inevitable product of a sys-
tem, which puts profit before all
else, that is, capitalism. The
IRSP is committed to sustain-
able and renewable energy
sources, preservation of the
ecology and biodiversity of our
planet, with protection of all
species and the promotion of a
healthy environment for all peo-
ple and animal life.

Revolution not Reform

The IRSP believe that the pres-
ent class system cannot be
reformed out of existence. There
exists no parliamentary road to
socialism and the liberation of
our class. We need to build an
organised working class move-
ment with the politics capable of
leading the fight against capital-
ism. Our class are entitled to
control over all the wealth of
sociely and to obtain it through
any means necessary.

If you agree with us, then we
urge you to join the Irish
Republican Socialist Party and
help build a movement that can
accomplish these aims and
objectives. Be part of the Irish
revolution!
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CORK WORKERS' CLUB
HISTORICAL REPRINTS

James Connolly and Irish
Freedom

By G. Schuller €4.00
British Imperialism in Ireland
By Elinor Burns €9.50

The Irish Republican Congress
By George Gilmore €12.00

The James Connolly Songbook:
By James Connolly & others

Workshop Talks
By James Connolly

The Irish Question
By John Leslie €5.00
British Imperialism in Ireland,

Elinor Burns, €9.50

Marx, Engels & Lenin on the Irish

Revolution, Ralph Fox,
€5.50

Historical Basis of

in Ireland

T. Brady

Socialism
€4.00

The Connolly/Walker Controversy
By James Connolly €8.00

The Story of Irish Labour
By J'M.MacDonnell €5.00

Freedom's Road for Irish Workers
By Ronald €4.00

Irish Labour and its International
Relations in the Era of the Second
International & the Bolshevik
Party,Conference Documents
(1894-1919) . €5.00

Connolly/DelLeon Controversy on
Wages, Marriage & the Church
E €8.00
The Irish Crisis
By William Paul (CBGB) €5.00

~ The Struggle of the Unemployed
in Belfast

By Tom Bell €3.50

The Irish Free State & British
Imperialism
By Gerhard €5.00

WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE
IRSCNA

Revolutionaries of the Irish
Diaspora €5.00

500 Years of
Resistance €2.50
Beyond the Pale €6.00
Writings & Speeches of Seamus
Costello €4.50
The Limerick Soviet €5.00
The Ta Power
Document €4.00
The Relevance of James Connolly
in Ireland To-day by George
Gilmore  €2.00

Socialism Made Easy

By James Connolly €8.00

Breaking the Silence: The Articles
of Jenny Marx on the Fenian
Prisoners  €6.00

Sunday, Blood Sunday
by the IRSP €5.50

OTHER ITEMS

Saoirse Go Deo

Cassette tape €12.00

INLA badge. €4.00

Connolly badge €4.00
Starry Plough badge €4.00

Ireland/Plough badge €2.00
IRSP/INLA badge  €2.00
Connolly/Easter badge €4.00

GENERAL IRISH WORKS

The Fenians in England

1865-1872

By Patrick Quinlivan & Paul Rose
€16.00

Ten Men Dead

By David Beresford €16.00
The Irish Case for Communism,
Sean Murray, Jim Larkin Jr.,
Seamus MacKee €5.50

Constance Markievicz: Irish
Revolutionary
By Anne Haverty €14.00
Memories of 1981
By Celebration of Resistance
€5.00
Miscarriage of Justice
By Anne Maguire €14.00
Belfast Diary
By John Conroy €20.00
Labour, Nationality, and Religion
By James Connolly €6.00

A Short History of Ireland
bySean McMahon €16.00

The Irish in America
By Michael Coffey €20.00
Autobiographies |
By Sean O'Casey €13.00
James Connolly: Selected
Writings. P. Berresford Ellis,
editor. €20.00

A more extensive list of items is available. For a copy please write to:
Starry Plough, PO Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX, IRELAND
or email starry_plough@hotmail.com

Order Form
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EARTH

The recent Earth Summit, convened by the United
Nations in Johannesburg, showed the industrialised
nations of the”North unprepared to consider seri-
ously the problems faced by the developing nations
of the South. Even clearer, however was the extent
to which the United States is bent on a course of
unilateralism, intending to force its will upon the
entire world.

The summit began with UN Secretary-General call-
ing the present model of development "fruitful for
the few, but flawed for the many" and calling for a
new chapter of responsibility, partnerships and
implementation. He noted that the industrialised
nations, "have the wealth..have the technology
(and) they contribute disproportionately to global
environmental problems,” and he called not only on
governments, but on corporations to join in
addressing the world's problems.

As with all such summits, it ended with pledges to
halve the number of those without clean water or
proper sanitation by 2015, restore depleted fish-
eries by 2015, reduce bio-diversity loss by 2010,
and, use and produce chemicals without harm
human health or the environment by 2020. A reso-
lution to increase the use of renewable energy
failed, due.chiefly to opposition from the US. If past
history is any indicator though, none of these reso-
lutions will be met and all the problems they pledge
to fight will just get worse.

The USA defended its support for genetically mod-
ified crops, hostility to Zimbabwe's land reform,

Sub Total:

+ Post and Packaging
(€1 per item, €2 per item outside Ireland)

- Discount 10% for 10 or more items

opposition to renewable energy, advocacy of trade
as the only means to development, and privatisa-
tion of public services. The US finally acknowl-
edged global warming is real and likely to be
caused by human activity, but then unsettiingly
oddly went on to say that they intended on taking no

up to the military might of this sole remaining super-
power.

The world is running out of time for resolutions that
will never be met and statements of support for
developments that will never advance beyond
being statements. The Maldives is threatened with
the very real possibility that their entire nation will
sink below the waves due to global warming.
Changes in salinity and temperature of the North
Atlantic are approaching a theoretical threshold
which could cause the Gulf Stream to swing south-
ward, potentially causing a 10 degree F drop in
average temperatures throughout Europe. A grow-
ing hole in the ozone layer around the earth is
already causing a rise in malignant melanoma in
Australia and New Zealand, which is becoming a
serious threat to the lives of those living there.

In a world where technology now enables the cre-
ation of vast wealth, the system of capitalism con-
tinues to ensure that a growing number of people
live in absolute poverty. Millions die annually from
lack of medical care, malnutrition and starvation,
unsanitary living conditions, inadequate housing,
and a host of other problems that the world has long
been capable of solving. Millions continue to die
from diseases that modern medicine could eradi-
cate, were there the will to do so. The distribution of
wealth continues to be concentrated in fewer and
fewer hands, so that a single individual, such as
Microsoft owner Bill Gates, has tens of billions of
pounds, while millions eamn less than a pound a
day.

The IRSP recognise that the solutions to the prob-
lems confronting the nations of the world exist, but
will never be implemented so long as the world con-
tinues to languish under the system of capitalism.
This is b italism puts all the pi i

action to stem the climate change now ing
all life on the planet. And, as is now becoming
increasingly common, the US generally maintained
its stubborn refusal to modify its position on any-
thing and was booed and heckled throughout its

ddi to the summit for positions at odds with the

= Total: .......

€uro Conversion €1=£0.65stg I

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO "IRSC"
Send Orders to: Starry Plough, PO Box 1981, Derry, BT48 8GX, IRELAND

Credit Card Payments:

Those with Web access can charge purchases to credit cards using the PayPal system: www.x.com
Payments should be sent through Paypal to: starry_plough@hotmail.com

rest of virtually the entire world.

American unilateralism, militarism, and unfettered
capitalist zeal now pose a serious threat to world
peace, the health of the planet, and the lives of mil-
lions of the world's people and it will take more than
heckling during the Yank's speeches to deal with
the threat. There was no evidence, however, of the
Europeans, with whom the US is increasingly in
conflict with due to i das, d i

forces of the world and the labour of all its people
into motion to secure profit for the benefit of the few,
rather than to meet the needs of humanity.

There is only one solution to the continuing degra-
dation of the earth's environment, hunger, illness.
poverty, ignorance, and war. That solution is the
overthrow of capitalism worldwide and the con-
struction of socialism. It is the struggle for the lib-
eration of the working class in every nation that
alone holds the opportunity to save humanity and
the other species with which they share the earth.

As the great communist Rosa Luxemburg once

the resolve to defy the Iead;r of western Impe';iar-
ism. Few other nations possess the ability to stand

said, we a choice of socialism or bar-
barism. If we do not meet that challenge, there may
be none left to moum our failure. ., .

&
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can Liberation Struggles
Gould

o g man that have the blues to sing the blues.”
dbelly
Into Slavery

ish Penal Laws of the 18th Century were
mely oppressive. After the Treaty of Limerick
§), the Irish Pariiament, filed with Planter
wners and controlled from England, enacted a
code that secured and enlarged the land-
holdings and degraded and impoverished the
Natives.

discriminatory and oppressive laws were
fically directed against Irish Roman Catholics
majority of the native Celts had been ‘convert-
Catholicism by this time, but not having
jgone the Protestant Reformation - seen on
bouring Britain), and were in place for over a

. Penal Laws reduced the Irish peasants to
suman levels in the eyes of the British and their
Protestant landowners. Catholics could
teach their children nor send them abroad,
s of property could not enter into mixed mar-
5; Catholic property was inherited equally
the sons unless one was a Proteslant, in
h case he received all (this contrasted with the
ly of Prolestant landowners to pass their
on to a single heir - the net affect was that
owned by Catholics became progressively
with each generation, until they became
L in size to be economically viable any
Catholic could not inherit property if there
rotestant heir; a Catholic could not pos-
or a horse worth more than £5; Catholics
ol hold leases, and they could not make a
ater than a third of their rent. The hierarchy
atholic Church was banished or sup-
and Catholics could not hold seats in the
ent, hold public office, vote or practice
against Catholics were tried without

b
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rish Blue

analysis of the musical and cultural connection between the Irish and

African music prior to the emergence of the Delta
Blues of the early 1900s. With both cultures sub-
jected to the tyranny and degradation of slavery, it
is only natural that their music would be a mutually
soulful exp ion of iffering and priva-
tion. Moreover, Irish Celtic folklore and African folk-
lore were not written, but recited with lyrical inflec-
tions and often accompanied by music. This strong
oral tradition of both cultures served well the slaves
of the West Indies, because the Blues were a way
to tell a story - and tell it out of the reach of censor-
ship. Early Blues were indeed very irregular rhyth-
mically and usually followed speech patterns; and
this can be heard in recordings as late as the 1920s
and 1930s.

Blues music would continue to grow following the
harsh social environment of slavery, into the share-
cropping era and levee building camps, on through
the struggle for civil rights. In the early 1900s, the
‘field haller' gave rise to the spiritual Delta Blues.
This was a reflection of the profound despair and

lienation that prevailed in the ion camps
of the South, where recenlly freed slaves and
exiled Irish immigrants were often forcibly con-
scripted to work on the levee and land-clearing
crews, and oftentimes worked literally to death
Here the Troubles mixed with the Blues. These
men were called 'barrow men' or ‘hoppers.' One
such famous Irish hopper was Bluesman Black Hat
McCoy, who sang

"The was Ed Slocum, a man without skill, He had to
leave Denver, for a cabbage he did steal. The steal-
ing of cabbage wouldn't keep him alive,

And he stared dead broke for Hell's Creek Drive."

. +The Blues and The Troubles, ;; |, ..

The culture of those of African descent in America
during this time was also markedly different from
the constrained, essentially conservative traditions
of those of European descent ; and thus the earthy

d bounties were given to i fi against

e, a shift from tobacco to cotton and then
jar production in the 'British' West Indies in the
1640's made the islands less attraclive to
ured servants who crossed the ocean from
or Britain voluntarily. Sugar production
such strenuous labour, especially in com-
to the work of the tobacco planters of
and Maryland, that men would not willingly
when

lustful lyrics and rhythms in Blues music
reflect a not part of norms,
but unique to Alfrican and other immigrant groups,
particularly those upon whom American culture was
forced. This was a time, for example, when
Inishman James Joyce could not be read or legally
published in the prudish United States.

In 1845, emancipated slave Frederick Douglass
made a five-week lecture tour of Ireland. He gave a
series of fiery anti-slavery lectures in Dublin,

rf Cork, Limerick and Belfast,

e it. For these
became free, they frequently headed for
or other ‘mainland’ colonies. And the sugar
turned more to buying slaves partly
e they could not buy servants unless they
'shanghaied,’ or 'barbadosed’ as the word was
@ time, or unless they were sent as prisoners,
e captured Scottish and Irish soldiers whom
Cromwell shipped over.

of 'choice land' was usurped and given to
Protestant settlers, evicted Irish peasants
landowners alike were often exiled to barren,
le regions, such as parts of Connaught off the
Shannon. Children were often shipped as
i€s (o the West Indies. It is estimated that more
100,000 boys and girls, between the ages of
d 16 (many of whom were orphaned because
I parents were murdered under Penal Laws)
shipped as slaves to the West Indies. Over
00 Irish slaves were shipped to Barbados
e. In Black Folk Then and Now, W.E.B. Du Bois.
Bs: "Young Irish peasants were [also] hunted
as men hunt down game, and were forcibly
aboard ship, and sold to plantations in
ados."

region where Blues music originated, others
lls ongins as beginning much earlier in the
! Indies, where the Irish and African slaves pro-
nique, yet sorrowful, blend of Celtic and

@

i drawing p Irish and
American slave experiences and more often distin-
guishing between them as forms of oppression. His
letter back home to the abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison published in The Liberator reported:

"During my stay in Dublin, | took occasion to visit
the huts of the poor in its vicinity and of all places to
witness human misery, ig g ion, filth

need for 'superior races' (like the
English) to rule over them.

Political Implications

The link between Irish and
African liberation appeared in
political contexts as well. The
Black nationalist Marcus Garvey
named his headquarters in New
York Liberty Hall in direct emula-
tion of Irish Socialist Republican
Party founder James Connolly's
headquarters at Liberty Hall in
Dublin; and he justified the inclu-
sion of green along with black
and red in the familiar interna-
tional African flag of the Universal
Negro Improvement Association
because green symbolised the
Irish struggle for freedom

Tanzanla's leader in the anti-
colonial  struggle and first
President attributed his own socialist views to the
influence of an Irish missionary. And Kwame Ture,
the recenlly deceased leader of the All-African
People's Revolutionary Party (known during his
days as a civil rights activist in America as Stokely
Carmichael), never failed to draw out the similari-
ties between the Irish struggle for freedom and that
of African people throughout the world.

The Poet Claude McKay, who was of African
descent, told of g a Sinn Féin

tion at which he was heckled with "Black Murphy”
and "Black Irish.” He later wrote. " suffer with the
Irish. | think | the Irish. My ging to
a subject race entitles me to some understanding of
them."

Appropriately enough, songs of the civil rights
movement in America of the 1960s became
anthems of the movement for Catholic civil rights in
the North of Ireland of the 1970s and 1980s. Civil

leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. toured the
North of Ireland as part of the filming of a docu-
mentary depicting the similarities in the African and
Irish struggle for civil rights (The documentary is
entitied The Black and the Green). Renowned Irish
civil rights leader, and one of the found|

became the inspiration for 1980s bands, such as|
Dexies Midnight Runners, who coined the phrase
“Celtic Soul" to capture its essence. The latest gen-
eration of Blues players, like Robert Cray and the|
late Stevie Ray Vaughan, added high tech to the
Blues; and even the 1990's era of 'grunge rock’ was
drawn to the simplistic yet riveting textures of the
Blues. The late Kurt Cobain's haunting rendition of|
Leadbelly’s * Where Did You Sleep Last Night?"
comes to mind.

And the Struggles Continue...

Under the new President Bush, America is regress-
ing to a more oppressive, intolerant state. Only the
young, naive American boys (and their British
counterparts) who are now sent in to ‘save’ African
and South i ies from lves (all
in the pursuit of profit, of course) can any longer be
called ‘freedom fighters.' In this stifling environ-
ment, more and more true freedom fighters intemna-
tionally are added daily to the now infamous
American and British Lists of ‘Terrorist
Organisations.' But the struggle goes on - both for|
Ireland and Africa, and their scattered children -
and will continue to go on until genuine liberation is

of the Irish Republican Socialist Party, Beradette
McAliskey (then Devlin), found out when she visit-
ed the U.S. in the early 1970s that:

“I was not very long there until, like water, | found
my own level. "My people' - the people who know
about oppression, di prejudice, pover-
ty and the frustration and despair that they produce
- were not Irish Americans. They were black,
Puerto Rican, Chicano. And those who were sup-
posed to be 'my people', the Irish Americans who
know about English misrule and the Famine and

and wretchedness, an Irish hut is pre-eminent.... |
see much here to remind me of my former condi-
tion.... He who really and truly feels for the
American slave cannot steel his heart to the woes
of others."

Other 19th century commentators also compared
conditions of the Irish and enslaved African-
Americans. A French traveller to both America and
Ireland reported that "I have seen the Indian in his
forests and the Negro in his chains, and thought, as
| contemplated their pitiable condition, that | saw
the very of human but | did
not then know the condition of unfortunate Ireland.”

Irish i to ica were refe to as
‘White Niggers.' Storefront signs in the early 1900s
often read, "No Black, No lIrish." Moreover, both
groups were targets of racist stereotypes that usu-
ally drew on a perverse form of Darwinism in which
both Blacks and Irish were considered somehow
nearer to apes than were Anglo-Saxons.
lllustrations from this time period can be found,
notably in the publication Punch, that show an
alleged similarity between 'Irish Iberian’ and ‘Negro'
features in contrast to the higher ‘Anglo-Teutonic.'
Both groups were considered 'savages.' thus the

PP the civil-rights movement at home, and
knew that Partition and England were the cause of
the problem, looked and sounded to me like
Orangemen. They said exactly the same things
about blacks that the loyalists said about us at
home. In New York, | was given the key to the city
by the mayor, an honour not to be sneezed at. |
gave it to the Black Panthers."

Blues and Modern Music

Meanwhile, the Blues were also reflected in popu-
lar music of this time, and continue to be to the
present day. And there can be no doubt that the
Blues were to infl perhaps more profi y
than any other musical style, not only Rhythm and
Blues, but Rock and Roll, especially during its form-
ative stage, the 1960s and 1970s. Some of the best
rock guitarists - such as David Gilmour, Eric
Clapton, Jimmy Page and Jimi Hendrix - have used
the Blues as a foundation for offshoot styles. And
one of the best known rock and rdll bands, and
indeed the most successful --the Rolling Stones -
based their music predominantly on Blues
melodies; as did the renowned Irish rocker, Van
Morrison.

Van Morrison's Irish synthesis with the Blues
=

As freedom fighter, Assata Shakur, who immigrated
to Cuba to escape the so-called justice of right-wing|
America, wrote:

"When | was in the Black Panther Party, they|
[United States] called us terrorists. How dare they|
call us terrorists when we were being temrorized?
Terror was a constant part of my life. | was living
under apartheid in North Carolina. We lived under|
police terror.”

The people of the occupied North of Ireland also
continue to live with police terror. And in this enig-
matic period of human history, a collaborative effort
against neo iali i iali i

and oppression is essential in the name off
Freedom.

Sources:

Baker RM: A Brief History of the Blues. 1995.

Bornstein G: Afro-Celtic Connections: From!
Dougl: to The

Garland Publishing, New York, 1996.
Du Bois WEB: Black Folk: Then and Now.
Octagon Books, New York: 1939.
Ellis PB: To Hell or Connaught. The
Press, London. 1988.

ODochartaigh F: Ulster's White Negroes. AK|
Press, Edinburgh. 1994.
Lomax A: The Land Where the Blues Began.
Pantheon Books, NY: 1993.

Mullin J: Out of Africa, Out of Ireland. Irish
Famine Curriculum Committee and Education
Fund: New Jersey.
Uris J, Uris L: Ireland - A Terrible Beauty.
Doubleday, NY: 1976.
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LETTERS

Starry Plough Readers Views

CONTIBUTE TO THE
DEBATE

This is your page to create debate
about the issues that affect the
Working Class both at home and
internationally. if you woul to
contribute please send all corre-
spondence to:

LITREACHA DEARGA
Starry Plough

PO Box 1981

Derry, BT48 8GX,
IRELAND.

or email:
starry_plough@hotmail.com

- SHORT STRAND

VIOLENCE
ORCHESTRATED
BY LOYALISTS

Friends and Comrades,

Since May 11th the Short Strand area of East Belfast has come under
attack on a daily and nightly basis. Some of these attacks have been
highly orchastrated by loyalist paramilitries, dozens of homes have
been destroyed while the PSNI and British army do absolutly nothing.

IN
TERMS
(o] J
WAGES

A Chara,

Pay increases based on per-
centages are unfairl A 2%
increase to a low paid worker
equals less that £4 (€6) per
week. To a middle rate worker
the rise would be £8 (€12) but
to a well paid worker it could
mean £20 (€30) and better still
to a well paid executive it would
mean a whopping £100 (€150).
How can this be fair?

Captains of industry get wage
increases and bonuses equal
to or more that the average
worker earns in a year yet
these are the very people who
say that a 2% increase is
enough for everyone. It's OK
for them! When they retire or
are even sacked they get gold-
en handshakes a low paid
worker couldn't hope to earn in
a lifetime.

Let's get real' Let's get away
from the percentage increases
and deal in real figures. It would
be better to hear the actual
increases in a format that can
easily be understood. Be it 10p
(15c) per hour or in some cases
as much as £5 (€7.50) per
hour, an increase of more than
some ordinary workers actually
earn in an hour!

Red-Eye

Everything that can be used as
missles have been coming over
these so called peace lines,
including pipebombs, blast-
bombs. paint ,sauce bottles ,food
waste and even excrement.
Then when people come out to
protect their homes PSNI/British
army come in and open fire with
plastice bullets on anyone who
dares to cross their path. €

We also have been stopped from
visiting doctors, dentists, shops
and the post office, which means
our elderly people having to trav-
el over a mile away to the town or
to the Markets to get their pen-
sions or to attend the doctors.

On other occasions funerals have been attacked and children have
had guns pulled out on them whilst walking over Queens bridge. The
message in loyalist east Belfast is clear, SHORT STRAND TAIGS ON
OUR ROADS AT THEIR OWN RISK. This is nothing short of a blatant
sectarian attempt to cleanse East Belfast of our community.

During the past few months the media have failed to show the true pic-
ture of whats going on. We call on the readers of this paper to highlight
whats happening to us in East Belfast and to stand in solidarity with the
people of Short Strand.

The IRSP's position on sectarian violence is this: the people of east
Belfast, catholic and protestant alike are being used as political pawns
in a process that was doomed from day one. A process that would
spread naked sectarianism back through working class areas. While
we in the IRSP totally deplore and condem the working class commu-
nities destroying their already deprived areas. We shall not stand by
while a nationalist community is being constantly terrorised .
3 FAs el 1

The INLA in these interface areas'such as Short Strand are active and
we are assured that they will take whatever steps are necessary to
ensure the protection of our people and their homes.

An Activist On The Ground, Short Strand
East Belfast

COLOMBIAN TRADE
UNIONISTS SOLDARITY
CAMPAIGN

Dear Comrades, friends and supporters of (CTUSC)

hed a Cl draw, we hope to raise

lidarit ign have |

The Cc ian trade

enough money to reunite Jaime an Colombian refugee living in Belfast with his wife who he has not seen
in two years and this daughter who he has not seen in over three years since he had to flee Colombnq for

the Christmas holidays.

yyd sl

To finance the reunion we are selling ballots they cost £1. each or six for a £5. if we waork hard enough' we
should be able to pay for the flights for Jaime family and all so make a donation of £1000.00: to ‘the
Colombian trade union movement, liam sure you will agree that this year has been a very bad one for our
brothers and sisters in Colombia and your help would be very much welwn:ed. : R3] o0

R R

Please let me know if you can help and if you are willing to take draw tickets.

Yours in Solidarity

Sean Smyth independent socia!ist_

Secretary, Ci ian Trade |

TEL: 07900 212 934

E-MAIL-seansmyth1964@hotmail.com
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[ BONO SHOULD |
LOOK CLOSER TO
HOME!

A Chairde,
Its great to see the Starry Plough published on a bi-monthly basis,
long may it continue.

Following on from his well publicised meeting with world leaders at
the G8 summit, Bono the so-called Humantarian of Irish Rock Group
U2, is to have an entire programme of the Oprah Winfrey show cen-
tered around his crusade to highlight the plight of African Countries
caught up in an Aids eppidemic and his battle to have Thirld World
Debt cancelled. While no one can argue that they are not worthwhile
causes, its just a pity that he doesn't also look a little closer to home
and see the plight of the thousands of poorand homeless people
that are forced to live on the streets in every city and town in Ireland.

Perhaps the very same Tax Exile could be asked nicely, would he be

willing to extend his inner compassion to accomodate these poor

unfortunates in his luxury Clarence Hotel in Dublin and his muli-mil-

lion pound Mansion in_Killiney, or perhaps through the kindness of
his heart he could donate just 5% of his personal fortune estimated

to be around €300 million to homegrown worthwhile causes, such
as, Aids Alliance, Refuge for d women, the ins,

Vincent De Paul, ISPCC, Goal, Alone, Trocaire, Anti-Drug cam-
paigns, The Society for the Blind and Concemn to name but a few,
or perhaps he could use his influence to inform world leaders of the
state of the Health service in his own home Country (not only the
ones he adopts for tax reasons) where seriously ill patients have to
linger on hospital trolleys and in wheel chairs in the hope that some-
one else will vacate the bed, which sometimes means waiting for
someone to die.

He can also use the opportunity to inform them about hospital wait-
ing lists and ward closures, about the under staffed, under paid,
overtired nurses and doctors who work in an overcrowded and
stressful enviroment.

Or perhaps | have said enough, he might havemore than enough on
his plate with the Oprah Winfrey show and the new album about to
be released, to be able to give time and assistance to worthwhile
causes closer to home.

Yours in Continuous Struggle
Sean Og
Republican Socialist Dublin

Bono on his debt crusade in Africa
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Is Mise
Stephen Downey
Republican Socialist, Bray

Disabled Access to
Transport

A Chairde,

May | please point out that
despite Bray Urban District
Council issuing a considerable
number of taxi plates to help dis-
abled members of the community,
enjoy a better quality of life, this is
not the case. We have been neg-
lected by the adminstrators of the
public transport system for so
long but now feel exploited by
individual, who applied for taxi
plates specifically for disabled
vechieles and who continually
pass us by to pick up people with
no disabilities.

As my requests for answers as to
why disabled people are still
being neglected has gone totally
unswered, will you help me to get
a response through the meduim
of your paper and please give
your readers this message, that
being different does not mean we
don't count in modern day
Ireland.

Yours Truly, Marie Lacey,
Bray, Co. Wicklow.
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Fallen Voluntecrs and political activists remembdered

The staff and volunteers of the Irish National Liberation Army remember with pride our comrades
anniversaries occur at this time.

Vol. Seamus Costello
Vol. Patrick Campbell

Vol. Ronnie Bunting
Vol. Noel Ly

Assassinated
Killed in Action
Assassinated
Assassinated
Vol. Tony McClelland Killed in Action
Vol. Alex Patterson Killed in Action
POW Colm Maguire Died

50ct 77
10 Oct 99
15 Oct 80

Co. Wicklow
Co. Antrim

Co. Antrim
150ct80 Co. Antrim
160ct79 Co. Armagh

12 Nov 90 Co. Tyrone

10 Oct 87  Portlacise Gaol

mmﬁaodomolaureounhyandclanhubeonwon, let us guard it well, Iammbednq"mm'f"‘"m’
blood of those now dead, The building of the revolutionary party is the only tribute befitting our comrades.

The Ard Combhairi and Membership of the Irish Republican Socialist Party remember at this time our co
rades who died in the struggle for a Socialist Republic.

Vol. Seamus Costello
Vol. Patrick Campbell
Vol. Ronnie Bunting
Vol. Noel Lyttle

Vol. Tony McClelland
Vol. Alex Patterson
POW Colm Maguire

Assassinated
Killed in Action
Assassinated
Assassinated
Killed in Action
Killed in Action
Died

50ct 77
10 Oct 99
15 Oct 80
15 Oct 80
16 Oct 79
12 Nov 90
10 Oct 87

Co. Wicklow
Co. Antrim

Co. Antrim

Co. Antrim

Co. Armagh
Co. Tyrone
Portlacise Gaol

“When the freedom of our country and class has been won, let us guard it well, remembering it was p
blood of those now dead. The building of the revolutionary party is the only tribute befitting our &

Republican Socialist POWs in Maghaberry, Portlacise and Magiligan remember with pride
Irish National Liberation Army who gave their lives in the struggle for Socialism.

Vol. Seamus Costello
Vol. Patrick Campbell
Vol. Ronnie Bunting
Vol. Noel Lyttl

Vol. Tony McClelland
Vol. Alex Patterson
POW Colm Maguire

Assassinated
Killed in Action
Assassinated
Assassinated
Killed in Action
Killed in Action
Died

50ct 77

10 Oct 99
15 Oct 80
15 Oct 80
16 Oct 79
12 Nov 90
10 Oct 87

Co. Wicklow
Co. Antrim
Co. Antrim
Co. Antrim

Co. Tyrone
Portlaoise Gaol

“Whenever death may suppound us, let it be welcome, provided that this, our battle cry, may reach
ear and that other hands reach out to pick up our weapons, to enlom_our funeral dirge with the
gun fire and new cries of battle and victory ever onward, Venceremos'

Insertions:

If you would like to place an notice into Cuimhneamh then please contact the
Starry Plough office with details as soon as possible before you want it to
appear. Our contact details are on page 2.
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Once again the United States is moving towards an attack against
Iraq. As was noted by the German Minster for Juslice recently, this
is less likely to be driven by concern for US petroleum interests and
more  likely' an attempi to divert attention from the collapsing
American aconomy. Yet, while domestic concerns may be the cause
of the urgency with which the US s praparing for renewed war, the
present hoslility aimed at Iraq is only the most recent manifestation
of US jmpenalism's altempt to crush the last vestiges of resistance
fo it's hegemony.

| With the collapse of ils rival superpower, the Soviet Union and its
client states, American impernalists stepped up their aggression
towards the few nations around the giobe who would not immedi-
ately bow o its supremacy. These include Iraq, North Korea, Cuba
Libya, Syria, Afghanistan, Sudan, Venezuela, and a handful of oth-
ers. Beyond this, mareover, (he US used the aftacks against the
Waordd Trade Centre and the Pentagon 1o build support for ils ‘war on

terrorism’. Though initially advanced as retaliation against Al
Quaida and similar Islamic fundamentalists, this war rapidly was
expanded lo include the PFLP, ETA, DHKC-P, PKK, and other anti~
impenalist and national liberation movements in Sri Lanka, Ireland,
Lebanon, Columbia, and elsewhere

Beyond the obvious attempt of the US to seize upon its sole status
as a military superpawer to root out all opposition, the so called 'war
on terrensm’ represents the desperation of the capitalist class ta
save itself from the internal contradictions of the system, which drive
lhe rate of profit on investments ever downward. The system's
internal contradiclions also create increased polarisation between
the few who possess vast amounts of wealth and the billions of peo-
ple living in dire paverty, which each day creates conditions likely to
erupl in class warfare

Accordingly, let us state clearly what the 'war on terronsm' repre-

sents: It is nothing more nor less than the capitalist rulers of the
world staging their greatest offansive yet in the class war which will
ulimately destroy the rule of their class. |t is a struggle to the death
against any and all threats to capitalist hegemony and imperialist
exploilation. It is intended to be the extermination of all oppasition
lo capitalist exploitation of workers around the globe

Knowing this stark reality behind the current rantings of the
American government about ‘bloed and iron.' we in the IRSP say
again to Irish workers, well as their working class sisters and
brethers throughout the world: There is nothing to be gained from
the so-called 'war on terrorism'

For us, there is

NO WAR, BUT THE CLASS WAR!

THE VOICE OF IRISH REPUBLICAN SOCIALISM!
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