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\ ‘Wakefield Prison.

do I show emotion,
\ here, but today,

untapped resources that are In
existence In Ireland but it
Is doubtful if the Irish people
are golng to beneflt any, apart,
that Is, from the few pounds
that the miners will recelve In
the form of subsistence,
I must also congratulate
You on your quotation from
Cathal Goulding’s message at
Bodenstown '§7. It was very
apt but it l¢ft me wondering
how many applauded his
reasoning then, without really
significance

stand today. We stand for a
32 County Socialist Republic and
the huge attendance at our Ard-
Fheis last week-end and the tone
of that Ard-Fheis proves that we
are the only broadly-based Radical
movement in the 32 Counties
today and that we have the ability,
courage and energy to implement
our policies.”

The cumann arranged to picket
a pro-EEC meeting called for
January 29 in Mitchelstown and
invited members of the Labour

were having their rights
undermined by the Goodbody
decision, and that, as the
amount of capital tied up in
housing and social investment
was considerably greater
than_that accounted for on the
Goodbody books, they would
be justified in demanding the
full facts of the case a
a voice in the decision.
Accordingly it was resolved
to demand that there be no
further redundancies and that

understandiig the | ® O'Doherty Movement, farming, cultural and no machinery be moved until
‘e account of the of it. AlLin all, I must say Gty SSmslisn other com;nuni(y organisations to a ited nominees of the
————C 0Tk march — th O are on the ball this i

© il ¥
vie and the riges er all yo
logklng give: Apook

Papered wi
3 from all over
a_shelf-ful)
<:lw.rl as presents
/< a little too much.
“of words could
,my sincere gratitude
4n say s a simple
my comrades, old and
0 marched the 160
s Cork, and to the Sinn
~sanches, Republican Clubs
idividuals everywhere
‘emembered us. A quotation,
' a letter that Eamonn
Alen sent to a friend of
‘e at Christmas Is appropriate
~e. “No longer are the Irish
T Enﬁllsh Governments able
0 lock the Irish political
‘prisoners away from the eyes of

T ——

need
ews. This

\e W are,

n
lews wefore anything

17 s
elye.

Well, T know that this Is
a very Important weekend
for you all. As Cathal says,
there can be no compromise
for the sake of numbers;
this ¥ whole-heartedly support.
I am still a little sceptic of
ending the abstentionist poliey,
from a revolutionary viewpoint
not a traditional one. However,
to me If It goes it does not
matter a great deal as it
occupies such a minute part
of our overall strategy.

I end, by saying thanks to
you all once again and I am sure
I speak for Eamonn, Pat and
Conor when I wish you all a

Tacaiocht
do'n
Ghaeltacht

Ag cruinniu na hArd-Chom-
hairle a tiondladh in Ard Oifig
Shinn Féin, 30 Plis Gardnar,
ofche Dé Sathairn, 30 Eandir,
ritheadh an nin seo leanas:—

“Tugann Sinn Féin tacafocht don
phlean um uradés gitiil atd
dreachtaithe ag Gluaiseacht
Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta
(Conamara), Is léir nach bhfuair
muintir na Gaeltachta cothrom na
féinne ariamh on Stdt & bunaf

participate in the protest.

The “'ins”
and “outs”
at Clara

Last month's report of the
threatened redundancies at the
Gaodbody Jute Mill in Clara,
Co. Offaly, has given rise to
some local interest.

culminated in a small
meeting on Thursday, January 28,
at which the idea of Clara
Defence Committee was
considered. This meeting

€. Is beag nach bhfuil an Ghael-

of an
exchange of views between

people concerned (the trade
unions and the community) got
an opportunity to examine the
relevant company records,
including the consultant’s report,
and to make propositions to
ensure the continued economic
employment of the Clara
work-force,

A leaflet was drafted and
arrangements were made to
give it out after church services
on January 31. A further leafiet
was drafted for distribution
to the Waterford Goodbody
workers in the following week.
It was considered that the
support of the Waterford
workers might be sought on the
grounds that an increase in
the working population in
Waterford would increase the
already acute housing shortage.

However, despite these ideas,

- em——
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J the world. The now very ul Ard Fhels and tacht bénaithe ar fad, agus i A I I o T G | e L R CE R
Is not going to stand ldly by more power along the road gcionn deich mblian fid is beag muntiyileaders andyizameiDublin remain in draft form un-
and watch these Injustices being to our agreed objectives. Gaeltacht a bhéas figtha. Trade Unionists who had disturbed. The Clara workers
meted out. It is not the same Is mise do Cara, * 'S¢ an fath is m6 le bdnd na travelled down for the occaslon, have, apparently, confidence
as the old days.” Probably Gearold O Dochartaigh. Gaeltachta nd an easpa forbartha a oo thelinwlSHOmIo (TR Q Hare: that ' their_political representa- ¢
P Eamonn is referring fo the 14 . ndearnadh ann. P¢ airgead stdit 4 pumben of facts emerged tives will be able to hi-jack
year sentence he received at a cuireadh ar fdil don Ghaeltacht, :lmd s’ome conjectures. Facts a sausage factory from !
the hands of Fianna Fail's caitheadh an chuid is m6 dhe ar S orldRaE g of Ballinasloe, and that this will
military cour{ and how one of gstdin ghaldnta agus scéimeanna j“lf als]an lnﬂlsxs(vrla]' o 2 them ad ly for
: bl o, St HeCabghel : pliiieniicle Tmn | prodn sl opanon, | compennly e aicavloy .
i owed to starvi ag imeacht. upla - 0 rations
in the next cell in lem")tl‘:i\eo?slg 'onsalonn monarchain a fhostafonn fir i research has the industry Ave Fanerationsjiaigkilled

manage to follow the “Univer- ach seachtain faoi'n ainm bunaithe ar phrionsabail an ngt%‘l{;ug:duxﬁ(}:‘eimex::ﬁz?ﬂ

sity of the Air” programme ‘g‘INNIU" focann Flanna Fail daonlathais agus is jarracht é an develop polypropylene fabric ar [dil aris
e at the weekends, something deontas mér chuile bhliain leis an Checlatt bl D A roduction in Claca. Thiss A

unpr ¥ r T 3 i Itacht 5 i u och!
| sometimes it s a bit lonere" ggﬁ;';‘:,'u;‘::’i;1;;8,‘,;‘,‘,;,;?5“5;3 de | tobar an Ghaelachais imithe lcis. owever, is not labour-intensive, abhéarsafocht

prison, As he says, the isolation
that was endured by those who
survived then is not being
endured today.

Things are much more
pleasant and relaxed here. New
concessions every week — if
they keep going like this,

1 might want fo stay. even

viewing alone.

I do have regular letters
from Eamonn’s one and only
Home Office authorised visitor,
and she was saying that there
Wwas a general changing of
attitudes at Gartree prison,
ever since Frank McManus, M.P,
for Fermanagh and South
Tyrone, and Michael O’Halloran,
Labour M.P. for Islington,
went to visit Eamonn and see
for themselves under what
conditions he is being held.

I do not have any definite
word as to how the appeal
procedure is going. I do not
have any contact with the
solicitors. I left this all to
Eamonn for obvious reason.
However, I do feel that it will
be theard either before the end
of January or mid-February,

I am glad to see Conor and Pat
may gel another chance to
bring their case before a court,
The {reatment that thelr original
appeal recelved fis almost
standard procedure where other
prisoners are concerned, that

Is, i the appeal is brought
under “lega] aid”, If the appeal
is conducted under this system,
the “Law Officer”, who pg: ares
the case on the court's he ;3 )
can decide whether the
appellant should be present,
or If e should be represented
by Counsel, or whether he
should he penalised with a
bigger sentence should the appeal
be classed as frivolous. Now If
an appellant Is lucky enough to
he able to pay for his appeal,
he Is not subject to the arbitrary
declslons of the “Law Ofcer”
often referred to as the “first
Judge”. The appellant will he
gresenl: he will he represented
y Counsel and he s In no
danger of receiving exira time
no matter how frivolous

bis appeal is classed, Just an
illustration to show how the
rich have more access to Justice

an Poor.

The article “Ireland’s mines
and minerals” was very
appropriate. I had heen reading
so much lately ahout the
exploration and mining that
was In progress but my over-
all pleture had heen very

tehy — now this artlcle
hag filled In the gaps. I was
surprised at the amount of
mining that Is In progress,

It goes to show how much

w o s
Inniu
na priosunaigh

Foillsftear pdipedr (nugchta?) i
nGaeilge i mBaile Atha Cliath

na hEireannaigh a focann as
deontas seo “INNIU", ta gaolta
agus cdirde leo i bpriosiin i
Sasana | ngeall ar chirsaf
polaitfochta na hEireann. Is
poblachtdirf iad na daoine seo.
N{ maith le “INNIU” Poblach-
téirf de chinedl ar bith, ach amhdin
nuair is faol fhallaing fhairsing
Fhianna Fdil a usdideann siad an
focal (agus nf “in-word" ¢ nfos
mé faoi'n bhfallaing chéanna, 6
thdining “reality” sa bhfaisean).

Nf bheadh muid ag suil go
mbeadh “INNIU” buartha faol
chds na ndaoine seo. Nf bheadh
muid ag suil go gcuideodh siad
leo ar bhealach ar bith. Nf bheadh
muid ag siil go geuirfeadh siad E
suim sa chine4l “English Justice
1 roinneadh le Conor Lynch, Pat
O'Sullivan, Gerry Smullen, Gerry
Doherty agus a gcdirde.

Ina dhiaidh sin is uile nf bheadh
muid ag sdil ach oiread go ndéan-
fadh siad iarracht ar scian eile a
shd i ndroim na bprfosinach seo;
rud a rinne siad in eagarfhocal lo
déanaf (Eandir 15) nuair a chdin
siad an phoiblfocht a fhalgheann
Gluaiseacht na Poblachta; agus
an phoibliocht a thug an “Irish
Times" don mhdirsedil go Cor-
caigh roimh Nollaig, a faibh sé de
chusp6ir aige dird a tharraingt ar
ina hEireannaigh seo ‘faoi ghlas ag
Gallaibh'. Cuireadh “felon-setting’
i leith Jack Lynch (an Taoiseach)
tamall o shoin faol ghnfomhafocht
den chinedl seo.

'S¢ an fé-theideal atd ag
"ll\?NlU" ar a chéad lcathnnnch"nn
“Nuachtdn Ndisitinta na nGael”.
Ta Gaeil agus Gniil n;l‘;\ d'rell.ll;wh

raimh, agus td cuid acu
gff[‘:‘il lnoins bhfallaing. B'fhéidir

ach jonann “ndishintach” ddibh
::ﬁ o;?eud; nd an bhrf atd acu le
“puachtdn”’,

dTir Chonaill — nf focann siad ach
airgead {seal, ach nfl mérdn eile sa
nGaeltacht, Is léir gur ceart na
chumbhachtai bheith ag muintir na
Gaeltachta a geursaf a riaradh.
“Glacann Sinn Féin le plean
Ghluaiseacht Chearta Sibhialta na
Gaeltachta mgr ‘sé muintir,na
Gaeltachta féin.a réitigh ¢jed 56

Tiirfaidh Sinn Féin aon chdnamh
gur féidir leo do mhuintir na
Gaeltachta san éileamh seo”.

Mitchelstown
review
progress

The annual general meeting of
the O'Neill-Crowley Sinn Fein
cumann, Mitchelstown, was held
on January 23

The Secretary, James Aherne,
gave a detailed report of the
activities of the Cumann over
the past twelve months. “In many
ways,” he said, “it was a difficult
year, in that it commenced with
the walk-out of a minority of the
delegates at last year's Ard-Fheis
with the resultant confusion which
was aggravated by grave misrepre-
sentation in at.least one section
of the National Press, Before
the year ended; however, the
movement had fully recovered
and got on,with the job of
opposing imperialism in every
shape and form in every part of
each of the 32 Counties.

The cheque-book imperialism of
the South is'no less our enemy
than the naked imperialism of the
Rifle in the North, Republicans
will fight both as had been proved
in the Battle of The Falls in
Belfast on July 3rd and 4th and
by our active participation in the
campaign for the restoration of
Fishing Rights, the abolition of
Ground Rents, the Release of
Irish Republican Prisoners and
our total opposition to the
Criminal Justice Bill, Offences
Against the State Act, Internment
without trial, Anti“Trade Union
Jegislation, Incomes Freeze and
the Common Market treachery.”

The Treasurer, Denis Roche,
reported that while the Cumann
met its financial commitments, it
needed a big increase in funds to
meet the demand for leadership
of the people in so many spherés
and in particular in its opposition
to the Common Market.

The Chairman, Michael
O hAanghusa, in his address to
the meeting dwelt largely on Sinn
Fein Policy and the Common
Market. He sald “Let there be
no doubt where we in Sinn Fein

done into materials based on a
natural-artificial fibre mix?)
Flax as an industrial raw
materials has, in recent years,
made a come-back as a result
of the development of linen-nylon
fabrics.

Also, apparently fairly ‘hard’
is the intention tq central!

employing only some tens of
workers.

One of the Dublin workers
happened to be a docker and had
experience of handling jute.
He stated that jute and tea came
in large ocean-going cario
ships from India and that
Dublin was the only port capable
of handling them. Jute would
have to be railed ‘to Waterford
Just like Clara; the siting of
the Waterford factory involved
a three-mile road haul into the
bargain. Thus, If there is
any economy In the move to
Waterford it is not in raw
material handling.

In the realm of conjecture
is the estimate of the number of
extra jobs In Waterford; like-
wise the final level of run-down
in Clara. Rumour abounded
as to the contents of the
consultant’s report. Some said
it favoured Waterford, others
Clara; others again (and this
seems probable) sald that
the report was concerned with
how to carry out the run-down
without running into an
agitation and the basic decision
was taken by the Goodbody
directors on their own.

It was also suggested that
the nomina] run-down figure,
250, had been fixed as a policy
matter, being that number
most likely to split the workers
into the ‘ins' and ‘outs’. When
the ‘outs’ had faded away,
the remaining ‘ins’ would then
be split again, and so on.

feeling emerged in the
meeting that property-owners
in Clara (most of whom
worked in the factory, or
depended on those who did)

tradition.

Another opportunity has been
lost for establishing the rights
of a_community to have a say
in the decisions affecting
the value of its social and
Individual property. Or is there
still time?

cag. SEAN O TUAMA
Rogha Shedin 6 Tuama den
fhilfocht a foilsfodh idir
1939 agus 1949. T4 céad-
shaothar foilsithe na mor-
fhilf anseo. Eagrdn nua sa
chlé Rémhanach.

crua 50p pc 10p

Eireaball Spideoige
SEAN O RIORDAIN
Eagrin nua sa chlé Rém-
hdnach de leabhar cliiteach
Shéan 6 Riorddin. Leagan

ddaraithe na nddnta.
crua 63p pc 10p

Brosna
SEAN O RIORDAIN
Anois sa chdigii eagrdn.
crua 63p pc 8p

Na hAird O Thuaidh
PADRAIG ua MAOILEOIN
Saol Chorca Dhuibhne le
duine dd scribhneoirf féin

— \dar Bhride Bhdn.
bog 65p pc 10p

Tonn Tuile
SEAMUS O NEILL
An chéad leabhar a d'fhoil-

sigh Sdirséal agus Dill.
bog 35p pe 7p

lacdiste triain do bhaill dr
gClub

SAIRSEAL AGUS
DILL

37 Br Ardphdirce Ath Cliath 6

and this item will be met in' full.

an_estimated
collection of £15.

prison system.

contributlon.  Send the

forwarded for all monies.

LEGAL AID APPEAL
One of the beneficial side-effects of the march to Cork was the
raising of £200 towards the estimated £450 expenditure on the
petition of Conor Lynch and Pat O'Sullivan.
the total collected from all sources to meet this expense. £110 more

The appeal for Eamonn Smullen and Gerry O'Doherty (8 years
and four years respectively) due to be heard this month will cost
start on this fund has being made with the

This leaves a total of £295 to be collected to see to it that these
men get the best legal help possible in (heir fight against the British

Here Is where you can help,
collect among friends, run a fund-raising do, or make a personal

proceeds to the Irish Political Prisoners
Release Campaign, 30 Gardiner Place, Dublin 1.

This brings to £340

Organise a collection on the job,

Receipts will be




Part of the Crossmaglen/Courtbane Road left in a dangerous con-

dition by British Troops after abortive attem,

the road.

Crossmaglen
angry at
vandalism

The new Wolfe Tone Republican
Club in Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh
has initiated a campaign against
the destructive activities of the
British Army in the area carried
on under the guise of ‘security’.

In a statement the Club
described the vandalism of the
British troops:

During the past few weeks,
many farmers in the Crossmaglen
area have been incensed by the
activities of members of the British
ese-of fruitlesssearches
for arms, they have forced their
way into farm buildings and have
left doors and gates open, with a
total disregard for the farming
community.

A number of farmers have had
to spend hours rounding up
strayed cattle and repairing
damage done as a result of these
activities.

One elderly man, on returning
from Crossmaglen, discovered that
his home had been broken into—
by members of the British Army!

Only after a complaint was
made, was an apology offered for
this particular act of vandalism |

Another example of the British
Army's total disregard for the
people of the area is the state in
which they have left the
Crossmaglen/Courtbane road
which, at the moment, is only
passable with extreme care.

And it is but one of many roads
in the area which the British
Army have Jeft in a dangerous
state |

When will these roads be
repaired 2

And at whose expense ?

Surely ihe already-overburdened
ratepayers should not haye to
pay for wanton damage to public
property caused by members of
the British Army of Occuptation|

Fascist bill

condemned
by Dail

Fish-ins, sit-ins, squatting and
similar forms of peaceful protest
will be proscribed if a new Bill
recently introduced at Leinster
House becomes Law.

The Prohibition of Forcible
Entry and Occupation Bill, 1970,
as it is known, is one of the most
outrageous pieces of repressive
legislation ever spawned by Fianna

ail.

The Bill seeks to make an
offence of “forcible occupation of
land or a vehicle” which is
described in section 3 as (a) the
act of locking, obstructing or
barring any window, door or
other entry to or means of exit
from land or a vehicle with a view
Lo preventing or restricting a
lawful attempt to enter the land
or vehicle, and (b) the act of
physically resisting a lawful

pts by them to spike

The road is used by many people from the Crossmaglen
area who work in Dund;

alk across the border.

attempt at ejection from land or
a vehicle

Any person who encourages or
advocates such acts is also guilty
of an offence according to Section
4 (1). Section 4 (2) secks to
introduce Thought Control in that
a statement made in contravention
of the provisions of the Act by or
on behalf of a group of persons
makes each member of the group
8uilty of an offence. This is one
of the most sweeping measures
of repression of political freedom
ever seen.in a modern, allegedly
democratic, state.

This section would prevent
individuals or organisations from
expressing an opinion contrary to
the provisions of this Bill, and
would give the Bill, if it
became law, a status of inviol-
ability unknown anywhere in the
world. This section obviously

37 C i

Fianna Fail Landlords have not
learned anything from the troubles
of their counterparts, the Unionist
Landlords of the North. The
lesson to be learned from the
events in the North is that coercion
and repression do not work. If
oppressed people are deprived of
the methods of peaceful protest,
including squatting, they usually
turn to other methods much more
inconvenient for Landlords than
an occasional squat-in or fish-in.
And, the Fianna Fail Landlords
have not got the British Army to
protect them.  Or bave they?

Gearcheim
a thainig
go h-Eirinn

Géarchéim in Eirinn le Dick
Walsh, F.N.T. 21/-.

Bfhéidir go bhfuil seo ar an
leabhar is fearr (chomh maith le
bheith ar an geéad leabhar) a
fhoilseofar go ceann i bhfad ar
chiirsai na h-Eireann le cipla bliain
anuas, mar td stil agus intinn
ghéar neamhchlaonta ag an iidar,
rud nach mbeimid ag suil leis
nuair a thiocfaidh leabhair o
Captain Kelly, Séamus Brady agus
daoine nach iad a raibh codanna
den chluiche d n-imirt acu féin.

Caitheann an t-idar beagnach
leath an leabhair ag plé gneithe
uilig thriail chomhcheilg na n-arm.
Biodh nach ¢ an chuid is
tibhachtaf den leabhar é_tugann
s¢ idir thuairisc agus anailfs an-
mbaith ar ar thdrla, fit ar rudaf nar
Iéir agus nach léir fés iad don
phobal i geoitinne. Deir sé faoi’n
fhaltanas idir lucht faisnéise an
Airm (26 Condae) agus an Brainse
Speisialta: **d" fheadfaf a bheith
ag siil go mbeadh claonadh na
naisiuntachta ar dhearcadh an

irm, san dit ar dhual don

5 L
and also the! versal laration
of Hifman RipHIS and t! ropean
Convention of Human Rights.

Section 9 of the Bill provides
for the arrest without warrant of
rcrsons known or suspected to
be committing an offence under
Section 3 of the Bill

When the Second Reading of
the Bill was introduced in
Leinster House on January 28
the debate revealed fully Fianna
Fail's commitment to Landlordism
and property speculators who
are to be protected by law and
to hell with family and human
rights. The Divine Right of
Private Property is to be elevated
to new heights of superiority in
cynical contradiction of Article 41
of the 1937 Constitution which
supposedly guarantees the
“superior and inalienable” rights
of the family.

An insight into the mentality
of Fianna Fail was provided by
Mr. James Gallagher, T.D., a
prominent Sligo businessman,
who said (defending the Bill,
naturally):

“To say that a person without
a home was entitled to steal one
and that he was not guilty or
amenable to the law, was like
saying that if a person was hungry
he could steal food."

Dr. Noel Browne (Labour)
correctly described the Bill as
“completely Fascist. It had been
drafted by the same hand which
bad drafted the inequitable
Criminal Justice Bill. It repre-
sented a gradual eating away of
our fundamental freedoms on one
pretence or another, The arrogant
Insolence of the Minister's intro-
ductory statement was taken
verbatim from the works of Hitler,
Mussolini, Franco and Salazar.

If this was what was wanted they
should abolish Parliament and
haye a dictatorship.”

It is obvious that Fianna Fail
do want a dictatorship. But they
also want their dictatorship to
have the trappings of legality.
Their old stand-by, the infamous
Offences against the State Act,
has such a bad name and is so
often compared with the Stormont
Special Powers Act that they
hesitate to use it. Thus, in recent
years they have tried to introduce
repression piecemeal in various
Aclts, such as the Criminal Justice
Bill.

Mr. O'Malley, ‘Justice’ Minister,
in introducing the Bill implied
that squatting struck “at the roots
of our socic hat he really
means, of course, Is ‘Fianna Fail
society” which is based on Land-
lordism and financial and property
speculation. It appears that the

bd a bheith
acu Je diil na n-idards o thuaidh
$a smacht agus fid apbdin fonna
bheith orthu comhoibriti lena
gcomh-maith i gConstablacht
Rioga Uladh, dream nach raibh
amhras riamh faocin gclaonadh
polaititl a bhf orthu’,

Sa dara chuid den leabhar
rianafonn sé na foinsf stairila ar
fhds an ghéarchéim seo astu. Ta
s¢ ar phiosa scribhneoireacht
chomh maith is a cuireadh ar f4il
riamh faoi stair na h-Eireann o
bhund an dii Stdt i leith. Ni thait
neoidh cuid mhaith de le dflseoirf
ceachtar phdirti Rialtais, 6 thuaidh
nd 6 dheas; cruthu atd sa mhéid
sin féin, b'fhéidir, ar ghéire agus
ar sheirbhe na firinne atd ann,

“Bhi an dd rialtas, 6 thuaidh
agus 6 dheas, ag gealladh go geuir-
fidis deireadh leis an eisimirce.
B'fhéidir nach mar chomhla sceite
a bhreathnaigh siad uirthi: ach
nf fheadfaid(s gan a h-éifeacht mar
ghléas buanaithe cumhachta a
aithint”, Léirfonn sé ar go leor
bealaigh an t-ionannas buntisach
idir an dd Rialtas agus idir an dd

Stat,

Clubs in the North

na
finacha ata eatorra ar uachtar.
O thaobh na h-eacnamafochta de,
0 thaobh an chultdir de, o thaobh
na polaitfochta {éin de, nil fontu
ach dha phort bunaithe ar go
dhith ar an dtéama céanna, “There
will always be an England . . ."

Td go leor le foghlaim freisin on
geur sfos ar phobalachas -
(“populism®) i geds Fhianna Fdil
agus ar an nua-fheodachas i g
na n-Aontachtdir(; agus ar an
tionchur a bhf ag cirsaf eacna-
mafochta ar na h-athruithe a
thdinig sa tir sna seascaidf{. Ni
ffor chor ar bith amh a deir sé
faoi Fhianna Fail agus an
Ghaeilge: “Ba é a morgnfomh ar
son saol cultirtha an ndisidin
athbheoachan na Gaeilge a chur
chun cinn trf na scoileanna™. N6
an le searbhas a deir se ¢? Bheadh
ndire ar an Aire is righne seithe sa
Rialtas (agus bheadh se deacair ar
Sholamh fhéin an chraobh sin a
bhronnadh) na focla ud a rd!

Sinn Fein
expands in
Waterford

A new cumann of Sinn Fein,
Cumann Jack Edwards, was
oflicially established in
Waterford City on January 26.

In the course of an address
to the cumann, Sean Breathnach,
local Sinn Fein organiser
said that the advent of a second
Sinn Fein cumann in the City
Wwas a true indication of the
ever-growing strength of the
Movement and a clear indication
of a re-awakening of socialism
and republicanism in Waterford.

The new cumann s
com;iﬁlsed of ‘members from
the Lisd

€) . the: co yoar:
Cathaoirleach, Scamus Giles;
Leas-Cathaoirleach, Liam Breat-
nach; Runai, W, McCarthy;
Cisteoir, Donal O Ceallaigh;
P.R.O.,, J. O'Neill. Persons
wishing to join the new cumann
should contact Sinn Fein,
13, An Ce, Portlairge, or
Seamus Giles, 37 R e

who have for so long successfully
defied the ban on the public sale
al the paper.

Chichester-Clarke stated on
U.T.V.: “The law is just about to
be changed. The old United
Irishman was a subversive docu-
ment. Now the paper is not”,

He added: “I am quite certain we
would make ourselves look idiots
if we rook proceedings against it”.

People familiar with the sitna-
tion will agree that the R.U.C.
have acted the idiot {or the mst
fifteen years in attempting to ban
the public sale of the paper.

As recently as May of last year

the British Army successfully
surrounded and wiped out 7,000
copies of The United frishman

in the Falls area of Belfast.

Nor to be outdone the brand new
Ulster Defence Regiment
ambushed and made prisoner four
thousand copies in October last

in the vicinity of Newry.

What will the idiots in the
British Army, R.U.C. and U.D.R.
do this month 2 Will the Major
be able to control them ?

The three year extension of the
ban imposed by Captain William
Long during his period in Home
Affairs only expires on
December 31 this year.

The Major’s attempt at acting
the newspaper critic in discover-
ing that The United Irishman
is not any longer “subversive" will
hardly fool hardliners like
Senator E. B, Bamnhill who
worried that the public sale of the
paper in Strabane recently “might
have provoked a riot."* The
description “subversi is a
Unionist coinage which the split
in the Unionist Party has forced
to the backbenches.

We will leave the awkward job

of re-educating the dinosaurs in

the Unionist backbenches on the:
new definition of the word
“subversive™ to the Major. For
our part The United Irishman is
a Republican publication pledged
1o the securing of an independent
32-County Republic controlled by

e working people of the whole
cm’mth - isad

n his re-e on
u\n‘Mﬂar in“ l} 50"
the {diocy of outlawing the

epubl lubs openly function-
ing all over the North. "When will
the Major have the courage of his
new-found convictions and publicly

are that the advocacy of a

united Ireland is to be no longer
“subversive

Terrace, Portlairge,

Ban on
U.l. sales
defeated

Last month's statement by
Chichester-Clarke in relation to
The United Irishman marks a
major break-through for the

ANTI-EEC
PUBLIC MEETING
Ircland’s Mines and Minerals
LIBERTY HALL
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, § P.M.

EASTER
Al local Commemoration  Com
mittees should begin thelr prepara-
s aster immediately ~ and

forward deralls to:

The National Commemoration Corm-
mittee, /o ardiner  Place,
Dublin 1

Easter Sunday is on April 11.
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Coming
Storm

Since the signing of the Anglo-
Irish Free Trade Agreement this
paper has warned of its ultimate
effects — large scale unemploy-
ment and emigration. The jute
industry, the shoe Industry and
the car assembly industry are now
In dire trouble. In 1965 the num-
ber of fully-assembled cars im-
ported came to 306. As a direct
result of the Free Trade Agree-
ment the number of fully-
assembled cars imported in 1969
came to 8,858 with the graph
showing a line of dramatic increase
in the interval. Booth Poole car-
assemblers have now announced
the closure of their plant and the
unemployment of 140 men.
Factories have closed and hundreds
are unemployed already in the
shoe industry. By 1969 imported
shoes were flooding the market
at the rate of 95476 pairs per
annum. Figures for July-August
1970 show at 25,000 pairs —
approximately 150,000 in the year.

Emigration can be counted upon to siphon off the
political pressures that otherwise would be exerted by
the victims of the Free Trade policy against the policy
and the politicians responsible. By the time the car-
assembly workers come to protest the jute workers of
Clara will have already gone. The Trade Unions may
be counted upon to dither as they did when Hibernian
Transport collapsed and so hinder preventive action.
Politicians will fill bellies full of hope in the interval
between the factory closure and the final act of emigra-
tion: in a private enterprise economy that is the role

eagarfhocal

" of the politician. Workers will gradually realise that in

the much vaunted democracy that is Fianna Fail and
Unionist Ireland elected representatives cannot directly
affect the provision of the two vital things of life — a
jobs and a house.

And Jack Lynch, Paddy Hillery and George Colley
will blandly look at the effects of the Free Trade Agree-
ment to date and urge Irish workers to join the great
area of Free Trade that is the Common Market! Any
conscions worker who now sees the effects of Free
Trade knows why he should immediately do all in his
power to rouse his fellow-workers in defence of their
jobs and families.

Under the pressure of imports from Britain the
whole structure of industry is buckling while the adverse
trade balance is added to by the month. The failure by
George Colley to raise a national loan at home is a
further ominous sign of the storm to come. The tragedy
is that many workers will confuse personalities for
policy and look to Charles Haughey as being the answer
to the problem. Haughey, Cincinnatus-like, is just
waiting in the wings to stab his arch-rival: the same
Haughey that signed the Anglo-Irish Free Trade
Agreement in 1966.

The coming economic crisis will inevitably lead to
a great debate among workers as to the best course to
follow. The answer Is the answer of James Connolly.
Until the workers of Ireland own the country and its
wealth-producing processes they will not be in a posi-
tion to chart their own destiny or write their own
history. At this moment it is bcin§ written for them
by the rich industrialists and their bought political
Jackeys who are herding them into the Common Market.
Whatever the debate the immediate task is to fight the
Common Market.

The vital differemnce

The coming Labour Party Conference will be more
Important to the future of this country that the Flanna Fail
Ard Fhels. Why? Because of the number of delegates
going there who are opposed to the Common Market. Their
conduct at the coming Conference will be vital to all the
workers of the country and to the livelihood of many of the
delegates at the Fianna Fail Ard Fhels. The difference between
the two sets of delegates Is that the Labour Party men are far
more alive to the dangers of Common Market entry and have
a fighting chance of gaining the support of the majority for a
campaign agajnst the Commor Market.

The problems Is that the main battle might be fought on
the Coalition issue, The main battle should concern the
fate of the Nation, not the fate of the Labour Party. The
main battle Is undoubtedly that on the Common Market: the
question of a coalition with Fine Gael Is Incidental. A decision

the Labour Party to fight the Common Market would give
it leadership of the Irish nation. It would Involve a fight
against the might of the existing Coalition — that which came
into belng when Flanna Fall joined Fine Gael in urging that
Ireland should enter the Common Market,

A ml d-water decision to entry on ith
is, In effect, a decislon to join the Fianna Fall-Fine Gael
Coalition Irf the destruction of the homes and jobs of count-
Jess thousands of Ireland’s small farmers and workers. It Is
simply the question of whether you work for or against the
people of Ireland.

To date the Republican Movement has borne the brunt of
the battle agalost the Common Market. A distinct commit-
ment from the Labour Party would not be premature, With a
referendum In' prospect towards the end of the year It becomes
2 matter of urgency that the Party makes up its mind on this
most crucial of Issues.

The main purpose of the Civil
Rights campaign in the Six Counties
was to secure the introduction of
basic democratic government there,
not only from Stormont but also at
local council level. The cries of
“One man, one vote” and “Fair
Boundaries” were frequently voiced
at various protests throughout virtu-
ally every area in the North, It was
not until after several months of
rioting, disorder, pogrom and death
that the Unionist government gave
in — or so it seemed. Universal
adult franchise and fair boundaries
were promised and .the people
of the Six Counties were also told
that their local government areas
were to be reformed.

The idea of local government re-
organisation was first put forward
under the administration of that
arch-reformist Captain O’Neill and
by the summer of 1969 Brian
Faulkner nad got his new gerry-
mander (made to last) well under
way when he produced “The Re-
shaping of Local Government—Fur-
ther Proposals”. ~Unfortunately for
Brian the events of August 1969
caught up with the Unionist Gov-
ernment and Westminster was
forced to take an interest in the
events going on in the back yard.
At this point Stormont was forced
to concede that all had not been
well and they conveniently dropped
their original proposals for the re-
shaping of the local government
areas.

In December, 1969 a new Review
Body was set up to look at the re-
organisation of local authorities
under the chairmanship of Patrick
Macrory, a move which was very
likely pushed by Westminster be-
cause only a few months previously
a similar commission bad made a
number of recommendations to the
British Government on local govern-
ment reform in England and Wales
(The Redcliffe-Maud Report). In
June 1970 Macrory published his
report,

To examine objectively the find-
ings of the Macrory report it is
necessary to understand something
about the theory of local govern-
ment. Local government exists to
provide public services to the people
of a particular area—these services
may be national in origin needing
only to be administered locally, or
they may be local, services. Further-
more, it exists to represent the
people of a community and to give
the people a voice in the running
of their own affairs. Theoretically
local government is exactly what it
says — the democratic governing of
a community by the members of
that community — administrative
power in the hands of the people.

The present area pattern of local
government units in the North is
of 19th century origin, consisting of
73 directly elected local authorities,
27 of which have a population of
under 10,000, As a rule these
councils are based on gerryman-

(b) the large number of units in-
volved' makes the proper plan-
ning of development and trans-
portation impossible;

the fact that all services are not
in the hands of one authority
complicates the work of meeting
comprehensively the different
needs of familiés and individuals.
many local authorities are too
small in size and revenue to
employ qualified staff and buy
lccrmlcal equipment to do their
work as well as it could and
should be done.

(

e

(d

These points are basically valid
but the glaring omission of the facts
of ladministration being included
as a reason for reform indicates a
certain lack of objectivity.

The report fayours what could
best be described as a two-tier sys-
tem, but this is not a two-tier
system below Stormont — it is a
system which incorporates Stormont
as the top tier: “. ... but when we
bear in mind the size, population
and resources of the country it
seems clear that N.I. cannot afford
two levels of local authorities below
Stormont without running the risk
of still being as seriously over-
administered as we consider it now
to be.” In practical terms this means
that the following services will be
administered  “regionally " i.e.,
directly by ministerial responsibility
from Stormont: education and pub-
lic libraries, personal health and
personal - social services, Including
welfare and child care, planning,
roads and traffic management,
motor taxation and electoral ar-
rangements, water and sewerage
services, the fire service, the elec-
tricity system and the major ports
and harbours. (Housing will also be
directly controlled by Stormont, but
provision for this was made before
Macrory).

The lower tier of the local admin-
istration i.e., the local councils, will
be responsible for the following
services: civic improvement, enter-
tainment, culture and some aspects
of recreation, environmental health,
1 i itati local gas

dered boundaries, their
have been elected on the property
vote (no property, no vote), and
their continual discrimination in
local matters of housing and em-
ployment have been a blatant con-
tradiction of all that local govern-
ment should be. Added to this is
the fact that the areas of 1

administration have not been based *

on any scientific or objective evalu-
ation geared to the needs of the
local people — indeed the reverse
has been true, For these two
reasons Republicans will agree that
there is a need for a change in local
government in the North (not to
mention the 26 Counties, where
attempts at local democracy are
suppressed by the state).

Having established the need'for
change in the present set-up let us
examine the proposals of the Mac-
rory report. The report gives four
reasons for wanting to change the
existing structure, taking them ver-
batim from the Redcliffe-Maud
Report:

(a) local government areas do not
fit the modetn pattern of life
and work;

boards, parks and cemeteries, the
enforcement of building and other
bye-laws, protective services such as
road safety, the licensing of dance-
halls and as many other forms of
petty bureaucracy and non-adminis-
tration as Brian Faulkner can con-
jure up in the meantime.

The basic fault with the Macrory
Report is that it ignores the fact
that local government is concerned
with the people — a major fault
incidentally with the Maud and
Wheatley Commissions also. The
report is a genuine attempt to reform
a crumbling, bureaucratic, ineffi-
cient system and to replace it with
a modern, streamlined efficient but
equally bureaucratic system. Work-
ing on the basis that the Maud
Report used, the findings of Mac-
rory make intelligent reading €.8.,
the size of area involved, the effici-
ency of larger units, etc. But Mac-
rory ignores the fact thar by en-
trusting local government services to
Stormont he is in effect abandoning
all that local government stands
for by removing power from the
hands of the people and placing it
in the control of a corrupt regime.
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new gerrymander?

Macrory also gives the Unionist
v nt a free hand in the
ST the new unit bound-

Stormont that he
appoint a commissioner to draw u
the new local government bound-
aries and the electoral wards within
them. This man (i.e. the commis-
sioner) will llstlen’ to nrl\ya;)epn\lons
that local people in each a care
to put before him before he finally
decides on the exact location of the
new boundaries.

However, to Republicans the Mac-
rory Report Is not acceptable nor
is its interpretation and _subsequem
application by the Unionist Govern-
ment. For us the alternative is as
follows. We believe that local
government should serve the needs
of the people and to do this effec:
tively local government units should
be based on the area patterns of
the people's needs and’ activities,
These patterns can be constructed
by examining various factors such
as distance to work, distance to
recreational and entertaiment facili-
ties, journey to church and to school
and journey to shops where every-
day-goods are purchased. The area
extent of these movements will form
the basis of the local council area,
i.e., district administration.

Other factors such as journey to
shops where specialised goods are
bought, journey to places where

is req €.z,
large hospitals, electricity supply,
and other centres of co-ordination
will form the basis of larger regional
councils. ~ The Stormont Govern-
ment intends to draw up the new
local council areas and then expects
the people ro conform to these new
boundaries, We believe that the
opposite should be the case — that
the present patterns of movement
of the people should be examined
and that the local councils should
be based on these patterns so that
truly representative areas of local
consciousness will emerge.

The actual construction of these
areas is not a_ difficult task. The
modus operandi is to use a 10%
random sample survey of the Six
Counties, something which the Stor-
mont Government could have com-
pleted in no more than 6 months,
and a similar length of time would
be needed to produce a scientific
analysis of the amassed data using
statistical techniques. Within a year
from now the Six Counties could
have a local government system
geared to the needs of the ople
there — something never ﬁfore
seen in any part of Ireland or

The results of the proposed sur-
vey would produce a two-tier system
of administration. Services such as
water, electricity, gas, sewerage,
town and country planning, educa-
tion and social services could be
administered regionally, i.e., by the
top tier, while the duty of (i\e lower
tier would be to implement these
services together with remaining
services of a more localised nature
such as sanitation, cleansing, local
plany!ing‘ housing and generally
catering for the needs of the com-
munity.

To ensure that these services are
administered fairly the local councils
should be elected on the basis of
one man, cne vote using the P.R.
system. The size of the electoral
wards within these local govern-
ment areas should be directly pro-
portionate to the number of people
in them.

In conclusion it should be pointed
out that the Macrory Report is not
a deliberate attempt at 2 new gerry-
mander, The Unionist Government
accepted the report not because it
was a gerrymander, but because it
entrusted them with ministerial
responsibility over all the important
local services. heir past record
would indicate that they will not

the r dations of
lhglreport fairly, but with West-
minister looking over their shoulder
they may be forced to do sg, thereby
@o]stcnng up Brian Faulkner's
mirage-type liberalism,

Brittany — farmers fight E.E.C. land-grabbers

The struggle for control of farm-
land in Brittany was highlighted by
a number of recent demonstrations
and court actions.

F. Gourmelon, who heads a Young
Farmers' Association in the area
north-west of Brest, was sentenced
to pay a fine of 6,500 Francs for
disrupting an auction of a small
farm which was put on sale at a
price no small farmer could afford.
The farm, which was rented, if sold
would have deprived the present
tenant of his livelihood. e sen-
tence is seen as an attempt to dis-
courage those who oppose land
speculation and the nc‘quif‘ltic‘n of

Y
In Meneac, Morbihan, 300 far-

mers demonstrated against the sale
of land to a local businessman
whose main source of income is
not from farming. Action is being
taken also against members of the
Young Farmers’ Union in Finisterre
because they had occupied a soli-
citor’s office in Kemper and removed
documents to prevent the sale of a
farm by auction in Ergo-vras at a
price of £1,500 an acre.

Last December 17,110 farmers
ploughed 90 acres of grassland
which had been bought by a cattle
dealer in Morbihan. Iso that
month the Brest-Kemper “National”
road, number 164, was barricaded
at Ar Merzhen and the Kemper-
Paris express was held up by demon-
strators for 40 minutes in the

Kemper Station; it left carrying
large inscriptions to explain their
grievances to the Parisians,

he land crisis is particularly
acute in Brittany because of the
population pressure and the lack of
outlets for young people in industry
and commerce. ree quarters of
the 300,000 farmers are working on
holdings of less than 50 acres, They
resent the fact that in 1968 20X of
the land offered for sale was bought
up by non-farmers.

vigorous campaign against

French plans to develop tourism for
rich people along the Breton coast
has been carried out for some time
by “Ye Peuple Breton,' monthly
organ of the socialist Union Demo-
cratique Breton.

S
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Mining
imperialists
worried

Following the publication in last
month’s United Irishman of some
revealing facts about mining in
Ireland, the matter was raised
at the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis by a
delegate from the Trinity
Republican Club. In the course
of his speech he outlined the
projected profits from mining for
the next decade, a figure of some
£300m. This money, if in the
hands of the Irish people to whom
it belongs, could be spent to
improve social welfare, education,
and health programmes.

The response of the other
delegates was extremely enthusi-
astic and advance sales of the
pamphlet Irish Mining — The
need for Action being produced
by the Resources Sludy Group
has reached 1,000. Already this

d ent is selling well in
’Dublm and has aroused replies
from those in the mining industry.
M. V. O'Brien, former director of
the Geological Survey and now
managing director of Tara

Explorations, spent much of a
speech at a Geography Teachers’
meeting trying to answer many
of the points raised.

At this meeting he asked two
young questioners if they were
“‘from the United Irishman’.

It is good to know that he is a
reader. So concerned is Mr.
O'Brien about the adverse
publicity being given to his and
other companies' dealings, that he
artended a meeting of the

Business and Economics Society in
Trinity College on January 19,
where Milo Rockett of lhe
Resources Study Group

speaking. Mr, O'Brien faﬂed in his
efforts to discredit the work of the
group and the general feeling of the
meeting was that foreign financed
groups were robbing the people of
Ireland. Mr. O'Brien was also
heard to remark that the Ul
article on Mines and Minerals
was ‘very well researched’.

Concern about similar robbery
in the Six Counties has been
expressed by the regional executive
of Republican Clubs who issued a
statement condemning the
Northern Government's decision
to allow foreign-owned mineral
exploration companies to operate
in the North.

In the statement the executive
said that the Minister of Com-
merce, Mr, Bradford, should
inform the Northern Ireland people
if valuable wealth is to be taken
from the country and how much
is involved. “The present maxi-
mum forecasted expenditure by
the exploiting companies is
negligible, about £300,000. If the
returns are anyway close to those
in the Twenty-Six Counties then
Mr. Bradford will, undoubtedly,
be the fairy godmother of Wall
Street. How will the people of
FPermanagh and Tyrone react to
this golden gift to the U.S.A.?"
the statement asks.

The executive said that it
believed that the people of these
counties would support their
demand to amend the Mineral
Development Act (Northern
Ireland) 1969 in favour of public
ownership, The statement sald
that Mr, Bradford could be
assured that the Republican move-
ment would campaign vigorously
to reslst “this dlulkrmu policy
and economic sell-out,”

(The Resources Study Group
was set up towards the end of the
last term in TCD, mainly com-
posed of Trinity students in
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of the New
Hughes, President of Noethgate Explorati, le
start the selling o( Ireland’s Inr‘r:lawr:llx’h oa
people will not brnrlll by
these  exploiter companies
resou

are

disciplines ranging from Economics
:md l aw to Geology.
he puri e of the group was

to cwosc e massive profiteering
which was being conducted by
two Canadian firms who hold the
major share of the ownership of
the four mines in the country.

Following from the ﬁndlm..s, the
Trinity delegation at the US.1.
congress in Killarney pro oscd the
following resolution whic!
received with almost un:mlmnus
acceptance: “That Congress con-
demns the sell out of almost all
the mineral resources of the
country to foreign business firms
and is prepared to actively and
financially help in revealing the
extent of the failure on the part
of the Government (o the Irish
people, and furthermore calls on
Irish lcchnologms. members of
the political parties and the
general public to demand the
nationalisation of all mineral
resources and processing plant”,
Details of the new pamphlet are
on page H).

@ Lalor: “No danger from
Free Trade”.

Free Trade
chickens home
to roost

The results of a survey by the
Confederation of Irish Industry on
the effects of Free Trade on their
members have confirmed the pre-
dictions of Republicans and
Labour people who opposed the
agreement when it was signed
in 19

The survey was a repeat of one
carried out in 1969 to check
members’ views on the present
and future effects of Free Trade.
Replies were received from 472
firms with employment of 113,737
(62% of total employment in all
manufacturing industry).

Commenting on the results, the
CII newsletter says “the most
significant point emerging from
the survey is that relatively few
Irish firms have benefited under
the Free Trade Agreement and
that a growing number of firms
are finding it to be significantly
unfavourable. Their home markets
are coming under increasingly
heavy competition from British
firms without any corresponding
r.-nhunccm ent of export oppor-
tunities,”

“In 1969, 7% of responding
firms claimed they were suffering
serious adyerse effects under the
nxr\cmcnt, In 1970 this rose to

127%. This increase was accoms
panied by a change from 1/3 who
said they were feeling slight effects
In 1969 to 447% who were feeling
these in 1970" ,

“The most dcprcsslng aspect of
the results emerging from the
suryey ls the pessimism with which
firms view their prospects under
the agreemont over the next five
years. By 1975, 78% of firms

anticipate that their home markets
will be suffering some adyerse
effects. This pessimism has
deepened since the 1969 survey
when the mrre<pondln< figure
was 68% of

“We must concludc that the
Anglo-Irish Free Trade Area
Agreement hasn't been to the
benefit of Irish industry. The
promised increased trade in agri-
cultural goods which might have
compensated industry has not
materialised and the home market
is coming under increasingly
heavy competition.™

We could say ‘we told you so'.
The CII, however, is not premred
to learn by _experience; “ar the
same time,” they say, “industry 1s
committed to free trade and an
open economy. I. secms they are
BOINg to sit pas v and await

their deom. \V:ll Trnde Umomsts
do the same

X Seamus Brady

“V;)ice
the well
runs dry

Evidence given by Mr. Anthony
Fagan, Principal Officer in the
Dernrun:m of Finance, to the

I Committée of lnquiry into
the expenditure of the £100,000
Relief Fund for Distress in the
North confirms the United
Irishman allegation in November,
1969 that the publication of the
“Voice of the North” newspaper
was part of the caucus Fianna Fail
Government plot.

The front page expose made the
statement: “It is hard to belicve
that Mr. Jack Lynch is unaware of
this cynical double-dealing by his
Ministers. These Fianna Fail
politicians are doing their best to
disrupt Civil Rights and anti-
Unionist forces in the North whose
successes have been politically
highly embarrassing to them”, a
asked the question: *‘Is this plan
an official Government or an
official Fianna Fail plan? How
much of this work has been
financed directly by Government
money?”

In August 1970 in a statement
Ennmd in the Trish Press, Mr.

rady is quolcd as saying about
the “Voice” helped to found
it with the knowledge and consent
of the Government Information
Bureau . . . Initially, the G.I.B.,
under its director, Mr. Eoin
Neeson, supported the idea but
withdrew after a week or so on
orders from the Taoiseach, I
belicoe”.

Immediately following the
publication of this news item the
Government Information Bureau
issued a statement describing Mr.
Brad)"ﬁ account as “completely
false’

In his evidence to the
Committee of Inquiry last month
‘Mr. Fagan said that he did not
regard the “Voice of the North”
as coming within the intentions
of the erant-in-aid.

Mr, Keating — When did you
become aware that money from
the grant-in-aid was being used to
subsidise the “Voice of the North”.

Mr. Fagan replied that it
started with a cheque for £1,000,
payable tq Seamus Brady. Seamus
Brady had written to the Director
of the Government Information
Bureau. He thought it was in the
autumn or early winter of 1969,

It was accompanied by an account
setting out expenditure involved In
getting this publication under way.

itness said he first saw it with
the Minister for Finance, who
said: “Ask somebody in' the
Department of the Taoiseach if
this can be paid from the
Department of the Taoiseach
Vote".

and

When he saw the document was
addressed to Mr. Neeson, Director
of the Government Information
Bureau, he took It down to ask

him about it. Mr. Neeson had said
that, when he got the letter, he
gave it to the Taoiseach and Mr.
Fagan presumed that the Minister
for Finance had got it from him.

Mr. Fagan said he discussed it
with an officer of the Taoiseach’s
Department and he said some
days later that the Taoiseach had
told him this was not to be paid
from public funds,

Witness took it back to the
Minister, who said he would talk
to the Taoiseach, himself, about
it. Later the Minister told him it
was being looked after.

The “Voice of the North™ has

not appeared since Christmas 1970.

BELFAST

As we go to press the Lower
Falls and Springficld areas of
Belfast are again the scene of
confrontation between civilians
and heavily armed British
troops-

Tronhle began on the
afternoon of February 3 when
R.U.C. and British troops
began searching houses In the
Lower Falls area “for arms™.
The blatantly provocative
oature of the searches
argered the people of the area
who haye been continually
subjected to harassment by the
British forces since the July
attack on their homes by the
British, again in the guise of
“arms searches”.

In a statement the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Association
sald that the trouble and
disturbances in the Springfield~
Falls area once more revealed
the dangers of military over-
reaction in working class areas.

“The tension which was
bullt up on the Springfield
road by the raids in the early
part of the day was further
increased by military jeeps
full of troops in riot gear
speeding up and dnwn the Falls
road when the military
themselyes sald everythln;
quiet,” the C.R.A. sald
statement. The millmry chould
by now haye learned the
lesson that troops patrolling
the streets of a city constitute
an abnormal state of affairs
for the people who live in
that city.”

Powell
picketed
in Derry

Members of the James Coanolly
Republican Club, in concert with
the Derry Civil Rights Committee
and the Derry branch of the
Northern Ireland Labour Party,
picketed the Derry Guildhall on
Friday, January 15 in protest
against the t to the city of
English racialist MP Enoch Powell
and the rece ion given to him:
by Derry Development Commis-
sion. A Commission referred to
by Republican organiser, Li mm
O Comain, as “the symbol of
bureaucratic elitism™.

A statement issued on behalf
of the demonstrators utterly
condemned “the non-elected
‘representatives’ of Derry welcom-
ing on behalf of the people of
Derry this latter-day Mosley. This
invitation also casts doubts on the

political impartiality of the Derry
Dc\'dopmnnl Commission.
Anyone who foments sectarianism,
whether religious or racial,
deserves the condemnation of all.”

An Uaimh
gets new
cumann

A new cumann of Sinn Fein has -
been formed in An Ummh Co.
Meath. At a meeting presid
over by Donnachadh Mac Raghnmll.
Ard Comhairle, and M. Wall, the
following officers were elected:
Cathaoirleach, L. McDonagh, 56
St. Brigid's Villas; Runai, C.
Collins, Newgate; Treasurers, P.
McBride, Stackallen, Co. Mealh
and Martin Ratigan, 9 Ibrook
Terrace, An Uaimh. The cumann
will be known as the Liam
Mellowes Cumann.

The meeting discussed such
important issues as. the EEC,
Fisheries, and Mining and decided
to open the EEC campaign in the
area. It was also decided to hold
a fish-in on February 7.

-
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The unhudln;hn:llhc nature of the | ox ‘wiifeh
wing the Irish nation e
lnfh people makes us “ven more aware of the urgent
T\’Q;l(llo:af] ‘lm::lly ‘L\l the forces which are striving for
Sy }1‘ CP.‘K.?]JC"W and the Emancipation of the
Sion E‘c‘op ¢ Dere are many organisations besides
soc'\o‘ezm working in this field — political groups,
e &‘)n'or.mc groups and cultural groups. But it
pparent that all of them are fighting hopeless rear-
gu:{rd actions against economic imperialism whose
unseen hand makes a mockery of our political inde-
pendence, treats our people as economic slaves to be
pushed about at the whim of faceless planners and
5"3“3165 the ]qs! vestiges of our cultural traditions
destroying our identity as a people. I must emphasise
that our cultural heritage embraces Native Irish,
Scots Irish and Anglo Irish traditions and that all are
subject to the same erosion by an international pop-
culture designed to make us more malleable and easy
prey to the design of monopoly-capitalism.

_The forces which are destroying the Irish people
wxl! continue victoriously unless the various groups
acting in defence of the people and the nation recog-
nise their identity of interest und unite on a broadly
agreed programme. Obviously there is rcom for a
closer alliance and unity of action between the various
cultural organisations working in defence of the Irish
language, music, songs and pastimes. Similarly Trade
Unions, farmers’ organisations, tenants' associations
and such mass organisations of the people must co-
ordinate their activities if they are to fully protect
the economic interests of the workers and small
farmers. In the political field it is becoming increas-
ingly obvious that the paths of the Republican and
Labour movements will be crossing more frequently.
Already local branches are acting in consort on many
issues and the time is approaching when more formal
links should be established. The Fianna Fail/Fine
Gael coalition which has been-on the horizon for
some years is gradually becoming a reality. The
Lynch/Cosgrave policy on the North is now identical
—support for Chichester-Clarke and a closer political
arrangement with Britain; on the “law and order”
issue Lynch and Cosgrave and L'Estrange and
O'Malley speak with one voice—the voice of Peter
Berry, and on Common Market issues Fianna Fail are
relying increasingly on Garret Fitzgerald for leader-
ship, to the extent that he is now generally regarded
as Minister Without Portfolio in charge of Common
Market affairs. It is time he claimed his place iny the
Cabinet.

The forces of reaction in the 26 County State are
in: the uniquely powerful position of being in control
of the government and of the alternative government.
This makes the people frustrated and apathetic and
leaves Fianna Fail in an unshakeable position of
power. They will remain so until a real opposition
is created by unity of the anti-imperialist forces. Let
all those who stand for the integrity of the Irish
Nation, for umity of the Irish people, for national
independence, for the rights of workers and farmers
to ownership of the wealth they create, for the real
emancipation of all the Irish people — let them all
stand in Unity on one side of the fence.

In the North of Ireland we have had in the Civil
Rights Movement the great example of the power of
unity of the common people and the futility of the
imperial forces in the face of such unity. No sooner
had this great new weapon of the people been forged
and proved on the streets of the North than some
left wing pseudo revolutionaries began the task of the
enemy and did everything in their power to weaken and
destroy it and frustrate its objectives. They declared
it to be a middle class reformist movement unfit for
revolutionaries and socialists and that it promoted
seciw danism. They were, of course, aided by their
counterparts on the right who found it too militant
and revolutionary for their liking and by the moderate
politicians who came to power on the backs of the
marchers and now told them to get off the streets
and return to their former status of dependence on
their MPs, %

It is absolute and dangerous nonsense to say the
Civil Rights Campaign promoted sectarianism. It was
in fact sectarianism which promoted the Civil Rights
Campaign. The silent wall of sectarianism has existed
for generations in the North. Tt hung as a pall over
Derry long before October 5th, 1968. The maljches,
clashes and riots brought it out into the open in all
its naked ugliness as at Burntollet. The people
were forced to examine it in the cold light f:f
day, week after week, month after month. They.cpd
not like what they saw, They could see its futility
in the face of their common oppressor, in the hghl of
unemployment, bad housing and social conditions
which existed on both sides of the Barrier. Confron-
ration led to contacts, to examination of each others
viewpoint and to the discovery that they talked the
same language. Derry and Belfasi, the areas of
greatest confrontation are also the areas rzf greatest
contact between Cutholic und Protestant. Fermanagh

almost untouched by the Civil Rights Campi
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and so the sectarian politics remained unchanged.
The landed gentry are still in political control and
Catholic and Protestant remain peacefully in their
ghettoes — where Unionism wants them. This is
not peace — this is surrender — surrender to an evil
bigoted dictatorship. The sectarian barriers must be
faced and crossed even if they have to be crossed by
force. Those who decry the role of the Civil Rights
Movement are serving only the cause of Unionism
and reaction.

A stong Civil Rights Association is essential to
safeguard democracy, to push through the reforms
which are still being delayed, to end jobbery, expose
the corruptness of the judiciary and oppose repressive
legislation. Republicans should continue to give it
their fullest support.

The struggle against the EEC absorption is enter-
ing the final and cruical stage this year. It is a
struggle which will involve everyone and extend over
the whole country. The fact that the campaign against
it has not yet gained momentum in the North does
not mean that there is general acceptance of it there,
Far from it. There seems to be a far greater under-
standing of its dangers both for industrial workers in
shipbuilding, textile and other industries and for
small farmers than there is in the 26 county State.
There is confusion, however, as to how it can be
opposed since it is the Westminster Government
which is making the decisions and doing the negoti-
ating for the UK. There is already considerable
opposition in Britain to the Common Market but the
people of the North should not rely on this. They
must unite all sections of the community and all
shades of religious and political opinion in a demand
on the Westminster Government that the 6 county
area be left out of the Common Market negotiations.
Already there is a disturbing increase in unemploy-
ment in the North and factory closures are becoming
commonplace. There is an urgent need for massive
public investment in State enterprises and they must
retain the power to do so. It could not be done under
the Treaty of Rome.

The workers of Harland and Wolff, by virtually
taking control of decision-making in their own
industry, have given a headline which could be fol
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lowed by workers all over tne country who are
threatencd  with  redundancies  and  closures It
certainly could be followed with benefit by the
workers in Goodbody's factory in Clara, Co. Offaly.
Here is an industry employing 700 workers, on which
the whole town of Clara depends, being closed down
by an arbitrary decision of management without any
consultation with workers, A sizeable town will be
wiped out as hundreds of workers will be kl"f;d to
emigrate. But Mr. Lalor, the Minister for Industry
and Commerce, who is also the Fianna Fail deputy
for the area, states that there is nothing he can do.
We are told that this is democracy in a private enter-
prise society. A decision affecting in a most funda-
mental way the lives of hundreds of families and
of a whole town is taken by Mr. Douglas Goodbody
and Mr. Desmond Goodbody. LNI\]() clectfcﬁu'nln:rlrd:?
that position of authority over the lives O eds?
\Vh\’p:locs Mr. Lalor who WAS ELECTED HAVE NO
AUTHORITY ? Such democracy is meaningless. We
must alter our outlook on ownership of wealth and
the rights of workers. There is no democracy unless
workers have some y over the economic decisions
which affect their lives. ¥

Once we begin to examine the economic concepts
on which our society is based, we will see that they
dominate our legal and social code and that they are
completely alien to the Irish character. Under the
Anglo-Saxon legal code which we inherited, no human
consideration can saye those who offend against
property. From the concept of the divine right of
property stems the monstrous cruelty of the legal
system which treats backward, wayward or mentally
deficient children as criminals, takes them from the
care of their parents, incarcerates them in penz_ll
reform schools for all those wonderful years of their
childhood.  The mentally ill who damage property,
even to the extent of breaking a window, are treated
as criminal lunatics and can be imprisoned at the
pleasure of the Minister for Justice without any prison
sentence being passed upon them by a court. Cur-
rently there is the notorious case of a young Maoist
who has never been charged with any crime, detained
by order of the Minister, obviously as a punishment
for his political views. Surely these frightful injustices
continually being perpetrated under our economic
system and our legal and social system, must indicate
the need for a radical change in society. Let us forget
this. nonsense: about-alien philosophy and. determine.
to get rid of this one which is destroying us.

The betrayal of the Republic and the acceptance
of the Treaty of surrender in 1921 disillusioned the
Irish people. But they did not lose hope. It was
the long slow realisation that de Valera had also
betrayed them that led to despair. Under his leader-
ship the vision of Pearse and Connolly was dropped
and that of Griffith was pursued. The result was a
long period of stagnation and decay and hopelessness,

Under the leadership of Lemass and Lynch, Fianna
Fail have now dropped even the limited nationalism
of Griffith and have gone back to Redmondism. Just
as Redmond paid obsequious trubutes to the
British Monarch and called on the youth of Ireland
to fight for the British Empire, so Lynch slavishly
praises Britain as a peace loving nation and sympa-
thises with the British soldiers who had brutally
assaulted the people of the lower Falls in Belfast,
shooting innocent people, destroying their homes and
placing the whole area under curfew.

The Irish nation is now at a lower ebb than
during the early years of this century. The viability
of hundreds of rural communities has almost been
destroyed by the huge emigration of the past 20
years. Many of them could still be saved but it has
now been decided that their destruction will be
planned to ensure that they cannot survive. The
Gaeltacht areas which have been subjected to a slow
death for decades are now to be killed off quickly.
We have almost reached the stage when it can be said
that the Irish language is dead.

Politically the next step backward beyond
Redmondism is the Act of Union. This step has
already been taken economically in 1965 when the
Free Trade Area Agreement with Britain was signed.
The political step has been decided but not yet
implemented. Mr. Lynch’s view on the setting up of
a Council of Ireland and the establishment of an
Anglo Irish® Federation are in accord with those of
Heath and Harold Wilson, National Independence is
no longer an objective of either Fianna Fail or Fine
Gael.

But the North is awake. There is a quickening
of pulses and a rush of new ideas on all sides. They
are becoming impatient at our lethargy, They reali
that time is running out for the Irish people. This
time we cannot sit back and wait for another genera-
tion to do the job. The future depends on us. Don't
spend too much time looking towards the North for
action. The real struggle to save the Irish Nation is
down here. We now need the help of our comrades
in the North, Tt may well be that the new generation
of Protestant Republicans will show gs the way
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In a businesslike and unemotional manner (he
delegates at the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis dealt with what
had become the thorniest problem in the organisation
— whether or not to participate in the p;irliamcn(s
ruling Ireland which were set up by the Government
of Ireland Act 1920. 3

The resolution, which was carried, removing
embargoes on parliamentary participation, took the
following form:—

“That all embargoes on political participation in
parliament be remaoved from the Constitution and
Rules, under the following conditions:—

a) That all questions relating to electoral tactics
be left to the Ard Combhairle to decide in the light of
the needs of the moment, taking due account of a
democratic decision by the local membership of the
movement.,

b) That the undermining of confidence in existing
parliaments and eventual abstention from them in
order to establish an alternative form of Government
must be a major objective of the movement. In order
to lead the people to acceptance of the objective,
flexible use of the electoral policy is essential.

was also included in the

¢) That participation in parliament be not regarded
as a means of gaining control of Government ithin
the system but as a means of giving leadership to the
people towards a revolutionary alternative. If the
movement decides to remove restrictions on attend-
ance at parliament and does in the future participate
in parliament it must maintain its revolutionary
and nonconformist role and not become just an
alternative political party within the existing system.

d) That the guidelines on choice and control of
candidates laid down on pages 17-19 of ‘Ireland

Today' be accepted
(*see below).
¢) That the number
and location of candi-
EI.E(TORAL dates in any election be
not laid down arbit-
rarily, but be based on
quality of candidates
Pollcv and strength of local
organisation; that the
uneven development of
Is MADE the movement in vari-
ous areas be accepted as
3 a reality and that an
7 Y © initial round involving
FlExlBlE a small number of
candidates be worked
towards by suitable
concentration of organ-
ising effort.

*The following guidelines from ‘Ireland Today’
were included in the resolution.:

Candidates would not be chosen unless the Move-
ment has had a consistent prior record of public
activity and links with the people’s organisations in
the constituency. A candidate would be local and
would personally have local roots, he would be
experienced in revolutionary theory and practice. He
would be prepared to sign over his whole salary if
elected to claim from the Movement his original
salary plus vouched expenses. He would also resign
all local and regional office, acting as a paid organiser
for the Movement, He must, of course, be agreed by
the Ard Fheis, but should not attempt to act as a
regional delegate, handing over to a substitute.

Relationship with the Movement must be based
on regular meetings with the local, regional and
national executives of the Movement, to discuss and
co-ordinate actions by individuals, cumainn, the mass
movement and other bodies with the current agenda
in whichever of the three assemblies he acts, in resist-
ing all repressive and retrograde legislation and
exposing the inadequacy of the existing structure, and
the hypocrisy of the leadership of the opportunist
parties by pressing for the implementation of their
verbal reforms.

Electoral programmes to be without unrealistic
promises, objectively stating the difficulty of obtaining
significant advances within the 6/26 caunty structure,
stressing the need for the people to press forward
outside parliament with their own organisations,
guaranteeing support for this as far as possible within
the constraints, and stressing the urgency of resistance
to repressive and regressive legislation by the Union-
ists and neo-Unionists.

The following addend
resolution:

That no Parliamentary Election — Westminster,
Stormont or Leinster House — be contested before
the next six-county Local Elections.

That the 6 county local elections be contested
whether the oath has been abolished or not. <

That if the oath still exists every possible effort
be made within the Councils to smash it.

That a deeision on contesting Parliament clee-
tions be made at a Sinn Fein Ard Fheis following the
sip county Local Elections.
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THE NEW
DEPARTURE

“So late as 1878 there was a preposterous
objection in Irish extreme circles even to participa-
tion in municipal elections. To take part in such
contests was as unorthodox as to be identified
with parliamentary parties. Both were a violation
of advanced nationalist principles and a *recogni-
tion” of English rule. Any such action spelled
moral force, and moral force stood for conciliation,
compromise and surrender. All this, again, was the
outcome of a sincere but a hopelessly narrow con-
ception of what should be the media of a rational
revolutionary purpose, under conditions and circum-
stances which offered no reasonable hope of the
possibility of any conflict in the field of actual war-
fare. It was moreover, a line of inaction most con-
ducive to the continuance of the existing state of
things”.

The person making that statement was not
proposing the scrapping of absention as a principle
of the Republican Movement at the recent Ard
Fheis. It is a comment by Michael Davitt on the
hostile reception accorded his projected campaign
to wrest the land of Ireland from the grip of Land-
lordism by the Fenian Movement of his day. The
“New Departure”, as the the Land League proposal
came to be known, split the Fenian Movement into
two hostile camps. Nor was dissension arising
from methods new to the Republican Movement
even in Fenian times. Davitt could say: “Movements
of national importance against English power in
Ireland have had this special peculiarity: they have
regularly alternated between attempts at insurrec-
tion and moral-force ions. One has led
the other in uniform sequence for the past one
hundred and fifty years.” Davitt, the ex-Fenian
convict with the idea of an economic agitation, was
himself a product of this process. So was Devoy,
who supported the new departure, and O’Donovan
Rossa, who bitterly opposed it. So were the men
who came out of the jails and concentration camps
in England and Ireland in the Twenties, Thirties,
Forties, Fifties and Sixties of this Century and who
were present at the Ard Fheiseanna of the past two
years.

The problem now, as then, has been to achieve
a synthesis of methods without splitting the Vlove-
ment. Only for a brief uneasy decade under the
enigmatic leadership of Parnell were the two
streams effectively—though not officially—fused
together. Even within that brief span the New
Departure led from what was a purely economic
agitation to the question of Home Rule. But even
this proven success did not obviate the fierce
squabbles among the old comrades.

Pearse summed up the Fenian quarrel about
parliaments very diplomatically when the news of
Rossa’s death reached Ireland. Rossa, he said,
was the most splendid of the Fenians. Devoy he
described as the “greatest of the Fenians”. That
was in 1915. Nor was he mistaken in his estimate
of the man. Devoy, who had sent men into
parliament in the 1880’s by his support for the New
Departure, lived to send German rifles to Banna
Strand in 1916.

The heart-searching that went into the present
“New Departure” and the careful definition of the
exact use envisaged for the parliamentary weapon
are captured in the motion printed alongside.
Participation is not the dumping of weapons but
the addition of one extra weapon to a widely varied
armoury in support of a multi-faceted campaign
for the re-conquest of Ireland for the Irish.

It is part of the effort to answer the question
raised by Cathal Goulding in his 1967 Bodenstown
speech. “While the IRA faced North, its sole aim
being the ending of partition, the salesmen of
Imperialism, aided by their native servants, com-
menced a systematic take-over of Irish assets, a
systematic speculation in Irish money, Irish man-
power, lIrish land. The army guarded a frontier
while the imperialists quietly entered by another
and laid claim to Ireland”.

The task of Republicans is not to defend the
past but fo conquer the future and in doing so
ensure that the experience inherited from the past
is not allowed to be eroded.

The Ard Fheis passed a resolution confirming the
concept of a National Liberation organisation of anti-
Imperialist unity as agreed at the Ard Fheis of last
year, and suggesting the name ‘Co-Ghluaisteacht na
Saoirse’ or National Liberation Movement. :

*Note: the resolution at last year's Ard Fheis read
S WS
& hilll;) That a freedom charter be draftegl for sub-
mission to a preparatory committee of individuals of
such standing that a conference convened by them
would be well attended.

(II) That the Ard Fheis be asked to accept the
N.L.F. concept in principle, as outlined in the adden-
dum to ‘Ireland Today'; and to refer to An Ard
Chomhairle the task of establishing a suitable prepara-
tory committee to draw up guideli for co-operation
of radical groups at local level.

(IIT) That the N.L.F. be allowed to. develop natur-
ally on the basis of local co-operation on spegific
objectives between potential organisations. ¥

(IV) That there is no question of integration or
amalgamation of the Movement: rather it is a’i_mmg
at co-ordination and the Movement would retain its
identity and freedom of action.”

A resolution was passed deciding to contest the
1972 local elections in the 26 Counties applying the
same guidelines as for general clections. It was also
decided to register Sinn Fein for election purposes.

On the EEC the following resolution was carried:
“That trade unionists be organised to demand mili-
tant support for the anti-EEC stand of the ICTU
Congress to the extent of one-day general strikes to
coincide with the visits
of Government negotia-
tors to Brussels.

The Ard Runaithe re-
ported on the progress
of the organisation dur-
ing 1970— ”

“On the organisa-
tional front it has been
a very difficult year for

ARD FHEIS
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organisers. Following
N.L M.
break-away group was
CONCEPT

set up styling itself Sinn
Fein. A number of
cumainn throughout the
country particularly in
the inactive areas gave
their allegiance to this
group.. The organisers’ task until Easlcr was one of
establishing the precise situation of our organisation
in each county. This entailed meeting almost every
individual member in many counties to explain the
issues involved in the walk-out, to counteract the
deliberate misleading propaganda spread both by
printed statments and rumours. The main method of
contact at this period in the weaker areas was by sales
of The United Irishman. In all areas in which there
had been a major breakaway, The United Irishman
has been sold throughout the year either by individuals
who remained loyal in the areas or by members from
adjacent counties and this essential work has rebuilt
oul' organisation in nearly all areas where there was a
major breakaway during the year.

“The loss of membership following the walk-oul at
last year's Ard Fheis was recovered within six months
and we now have a 409% increase in membership.

“The explosive situation in the North in late 1969
and early 1970 halted the Civil Rights campaign as
people were pre-occupied with defence of their homes.
The need for a civil rights campaign existed, however,
as the promised reforms had not been fully imple-
mented. Mainly due to pressure from Republicans
the civil rights campaign was eventually brought
back to the streets of Enniskillen during November.
The Enniskillen march proved that civil rights is still
a live issue and Republicans must continue their
inyolvement in it as the Civil Rights Association is
undoubtedly our greatest weapon against internment
and repressive legislation.

“A campaign against repressive legislation was
carried on by Republican Clubs throughout the North
especially the Special Powers Act, the Public Order
Act, and the Criminal Justice Act Republicans in
the North faced the threat of internment in July last
and mounted a determined campaign against it, By
September the threat had been defeated,  Mr, Lynch’s
sudden announcement of intention to intern in
December alimost undid all their work as it again
opened the way for Chichester-Clark to do the same.
Quick reaction of our members throughout the
country and of other organisations together with
student groups and the general public forced Fianna
Fail to back down. The people from the North played
their part against this threat by coming down to
Dublin in huge numbers to hold a massive parade
and rally at the GPO."
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Nuair a bhi an feachtas chun sufochdn i bpairli
: pairlimint Shasana
‘n_ ghnhbxg# faol lin tseoil ag tosach na 19 aoise, tuata Cait-
.:ﬁ,lxc ireannach (6 Conaill) agus eisceacht d'easpag Sasanach
{Milner) a bhac an tdinrith d'thonn glacadh leis an Veto — b'é
:;mmn?‘x;; hgruc:::n::ngx:s St;:sma (an Ri) veto a dhéanamh ar
SRy o apens. D ghl;nmfiﬁ s¢ bheith feiliinach easpag-

Bhi Md Nuat bunaithe 6 1793 agus tacafocht stdit aige ar
mhaithe le réiteach a dhéanamh le agus tacafocht an boursfoisie
Em::tr_\nach ‘nglmch a cheannacht; ar mbaithe freisin le

Eij ha a chasadh 6 chonair Chliar-
scoileanna na Mérroinne, it a mbeidfs | geonniirt teacht faoi
;x]x‘agl a0s smaoineamh nua inlochtaithe nd achmhainneach ar
heith ina chontiirt don status quo. Ghlac ditritheoiri Mbd
Nuat méid dflseachta do Cheann Eaglaise Protastinach —
méid go bhfios domsa ndr cealafodh ariamh go foirmealta, ach
?szk;u:ngh i Méig, rareis dibhund na hEaglaise Gallda in Eirinn i

Lena gcuid guamndin aimsir Acht na hAontachta shnaidh-
migh Cliarlathas na hEireann acht aontaithe a chuaigh nios
doimhe — beidh mé carthanach — nd mar a thuigeadar.
Cheanglajodar an Eaflais in Eirinn den Eaglais i Sasana. Faglais
a thug dflseacht mi-réasunta do chordin Shasana, Eaglais a raibh
mheoin polaiticiil Eireannach a bhi i bhfdbhar scaradh le
a cuid eaglaiseach agus oifigeach polaiticiila naimhdeach do
Sasana, agus Eaglais ar bhé a phriomhthionchar ar an leibhéal
intleachtiil an cl dh Ard A has a d'fhig morin
larsmaf dfobhdlacha againn.

Té pointe a Juafas mé nios soiléire amach anseo fite-fuaite
sa méid atd mé tar éis a rd anois J. de thoradh gorta agus
cliiseanna eilé imirce hathrafodh an Eaglais Chaitliceach |
Sasana — rinne Anglicisation a cuid féin, ach fagfaidh mé
idibh féin téid an h sin a chioradh —
ach nfor lean aon athni, nd nfor cealaiodh dd réir an acht
aontaithe a bhfuilimse ag caint fuithe.

Ar na seachthairgl a lean an ath-bhreith seo | Sasana a
luaigh mé, bhi an Ollscoil Chaitliceach a tosnafodh i mBaile
Atha Cliath 1854 agus nach raibh Sasanach nios fearr le fiil
a ceapfaf inti nd an Cairdinéal Newman (agus ni{ mar mhasla a
deirim Sasanach anseo). Nf fhéadfadh éir{ leis 6 Dhia nd 6n
saol — agus nilim aineolach ar an teannas in-mhednach idir
Newman, Cullen 7rl. — mar go buniisach nf raibh ann ach
Ollscoil Chiligeach Shasanach, ag gairm ollscoil Chaitliceach
virthi féin.

Sea, bhf chuile leagan amach ag Newman di, go fiu shamhlaigh
sé agus chuir sé sfos i bprés uasal ar an am a raibh triail na
sluaithe ar Eirinn d'fhonn staidéar anseo. Ach fearach ceannal
Arthur Miller b'f an bhriongléid gan fforadh aige {. Ni raibh ar
chumas institidid, chiigeach, Shasanach f féin a nascadh leis a
cheangal, sa geéill is leithne, do chultir beo a thabharfadh deis
&4 phobal leas a bhaint as a gcumas agus a bhfuinnimh agus
ar an mbealach sin daoine a mhealladh as diteacha eile chun na
crichg céanna.

T4 an teip bhumisach a bhain leis an smaoineamh curtha go
maith ag duine de na filf Béarla is fearr liom, G. 'M. Hopkins,
an té nuair a bhi sé ag teagasc san Ollscoil Chaitliceach a chum
soinéad (‘written in blood’) ina gcuireann sé in il ddinn go
vaibh sé ag doras an andéchais de bharr é bheith “now at a
third remove". Sa gcéill is luardha dhe, td fdgtha againn oidh-
1czcht nach bhfuil de thoradh uirthi ach go bhfuil muid ar
sliobarnaigh 6n Sasanachas; oidhreacht de chacamas iomnaf mar
“Faith of our Fathers” Faber, iomna a cantafl 1 bPdirc an
Chrocaigh go dtf cidpla bliain 6 shin ach go béard atd ann
ddirfre nd jomna a chum Eaglaiseach Sasanach faoi fhulaint na
gCaitliceach Sasanach aimsir na bPéindlithe.

rla seo ar fad, dar ndéigh, sa tréimhse céanna go raibh
4 chur i bhfeidhm i saol agus i bpoilitiocht na
hEireann sa tréimshe inar thdinig laghdu seasta ar éilimh na
hEireann 6 Ath ghairm go Féinriail go Cénascadh cé gur lean
traidisitin an scarinachais — bhf go bunisach dubh in aghaidh
na n-éilimh eile — uaireanta nascaithe, uaireanta ag luf thar
chuimhais na n-éileamh eile. B'fhéidir go nduirt Conaill go
mbeadh a chuid “Religion from Rome but his politics from
home” ach b'fhada an “home” céanna 6n bpobal go raibh cos
ar bolg 4 imirt orthu, an pobal a bhf ag an am ag soldthar a
ngarastiin féin trf na Peelers (nfos déanaf tri'n RIC). Bé'n
“home’" na “home countries” a ndéanann nuachtdin 7rl an méid
sin tagart d6ibh go hdirithe i getrsaf spéirt.

N4 dearmad go béard atd so mhér-ghluaiseacht misinéireachta
Eireannach go minic nd sfneadh né comhthaistealal d'Impireacht
Shasana: t4 tromlacht a cuid oibre bunaithe i réigiiin
d'Impireacht Shasana agus go mion-minic nfl ionaibh-se i
nddirfre ach séirbhfsf céilineachta. S¢ an imnf atd orm faoi na

Gach deis a fhaighcann
an Dr. Mac Philibin, Eas-
bag Din agus Conaire,
deineann sé ionsai nimh-
neach ar phoblachtéiri
Bhéal Feirste. Traidisiin
i seo a thednn i bhfad siar
i stair na h-Eaglaise Cait-
lici in-Eirinn.

San alt seo leis an Dr.
e Pidraig O Snodaigh
pléann sé na ciiseanna is doigh leis is bun leis an laige ata
tagtha ar an tsnaidhm idir Eaglais agus daoine in Eirinn an
lae inniu. Coimriu eagraithe & ar alt a scriobh an Dr. O
Snodaigh ar eagrin mhi Eanair de POBAL.

Mara gcuireann an talt gobdn ar bhedl Mhic Philibin, ar
a laghad ar bith tabharfaidh sé abhar machnaimh dé.

gréasdin a thégann sibh i dtfortha eile, nd an mbfonn siad
neamhspledch, né ar an liimh eile an mbfonn siad {és ag brath
oraibhse agus ar chordin Shasana? Tugann sibh an tsacirse is
dual do shaordhaoine Chriost ddibh, ach an gceanglann sibh ar
bhealach iad son Impireacht chomh maith?

An mar gheall go bhfuil muid chomh gabhtba le Sasana ata
fomhd chomh neamhintleachtdil sin ag an Eaglais in Eirinn?
Nfl aon eischothi mar thdrla abair sa Fhrainc. Ainneoin an
ghluaiseacht misinéireachta, nfl againn aon iarsmalann caxlmsL-

chuimhne nf raibh ar Chldir Bochta C_bnezumrlocha clog an
ocrals a bhuaileadh oiread agus uair am! L o skl
Nf raibh aon doiléire ag baint le gairm gllluslAXIslé ds%ilégir i
chléir mmmchlﬂ i gcompnrﬁllg chéile, a
freagrafodh an irm seo in Eirinn. >
e addrt, blonn muid ag sdil lo go leor 60 geléir ach
tuilleann an soiscéal &
Fés ag tagairt d'airg
thabhairt. Deirimid !b?'l n-(oc;‘ar o
js (bhf ord na Toirbhirte chun fear { AL
2.1 ;C(artaf le déanai faol seo) agus go bhfuil maoin n:‘c& (:‘6,
ddénann Cearnég Mbhuirfean ar an bpohnl?) nchhgo ottt
n-insfonn sibhse an (hfrinn: bﬁiﬂ}}"‘"'d ambhrasach g0
sibh nfos ciontaf nd mar atd b'fhéidir. = ‘ cialh
3 jafra{mid, comhlacht drachais ar leith — cé'n fal
mcfén‘ s h;(rrg leis na hiachtaf trddala? Bhfuil sibh ag
ilt rud éigin? Mura bhfuil abair lion,
ced!rhéis Rimm Novarum, Quadragesimo Anno agus Mater ot
Magistra bheadh duine ag stil go mbeadh an Eagl_:us ina fosta-
théir fdéalach. Ar leor £8 sa tseachtain do fhear 35 bliana '“ﬁs
athair tridr pdistf, mar a bh( ag sacrastdir in Eaglais shaibhir
sa cathair tamall beag 6 shin? D'foc an t-am sin furmhdr gn
geomhlachtal nfos mé lena bhfir oibre. Ndr cheart gur on
gcléir a thiocfadh an chinnireacht | gedrsal fostéra/oibrf sa
gcaoi go geuirf{ lachall ar fhostaitheoirf eile an dea-shampla a
lacadh?
wn'mcidir gur chéir do gach paréiste cuntas go(hroma(ocl}m
a fhoilsiti agus ba mhaith an rud focafocht olfigigh agus cléire
a fhigaint | Jimha coist( tuatha; d'fhdgfadh seo an chléir saor
6 amhras. Thionscail cuid den chléir feachtas ofrdla, sé sin
d'fhdgadar faoi chomlacht trdchtdla de thuataf (Sasananigh go
minic) teacht isteach na hEaglaise a ardd (agus ar ndéigh sclar
mhaith a fhail déibh fein). Ba mbaith ann é dd mba rud ¢ go
raibh g4 lels. Ach tuigeadh as nach raibh muinfn ag an geléir as
an bpobal. Aitfodh ar an bpobal airgead a foc trf qmmncacha
agus seoltal sfntitiséir{ a bheith ar an gelidach a heisfodh,
Bheadh a leithéid d'fheachtas ceart go Llcorlb'fhélder dé

éidir ach buille faoi thuairim a
s (én: ?:lm'mh dlite leis an Eag-
a chaithcamh as a theach

eolafochta, aon bhailiichin eitneagrafafochta ar i
staidéar eolafoch, aon Teilhard de Chardin, aon saineolal tean-
gan, aon antraipeolaf; nfor tugadh ar ais go hEirinn aon rud a
bhf fidntach i saol daoine cile, nfor tugadh aon tuiscint ddinn
orthu. T4 nfos mé tugtha ag Ruairf Mac Easmainn do bhailini-
chdin Ardmhusaem na hEireann nd ag na misinéir{ vilig marbh
agus beo le chéile,

Ach, ddr ndéigh, muna bhfuil aithne agaibh oraibh féin agus
fios agaibh cé sibh, cé mar déarfas sibh Je daoine eile c¢ hiad
agus céard atd acu atd luachmhar didinne, i ngach br{ den
fhocal sin?

Muna bhfuil dr n-iomldine féin coinnithe againn an féidir
linn roinnt le daoine eile? (T4 tagairt ag Vatican Il dé seo.) Is
ffor go n-iompé6idh sibh daoine ar Chriost de bharr macdntachta
agus ddirfreachta bhur bhfianaise, ach d4 mba daoine iomldna
sibh préambaithe i dtraidisitin beo ndrbh oiriunaf sibh leis an
mbeocht seo a Jéirii?

AIRGEAD

Cdintear an Eaglais in Eirinn i leith cirsaf airgid agus td
sé soiléir go bhfuil easpa cumarsdide dit éigin, faitfos a bhacann
moérdn 6 labhairt mar ba chéir agus easpa eolais a fhigann agus
a chothafonn ambhras.

An comhdhéanamh tuarastail atd ag an gcléir, dd dhéanamh
cothafonn sé meoin sclibhaf sma sagairt 6ga, sa gcaol go
bhfaighfeadh siad ordi céime agus a ndéthain tuarastail

An ffor mar shampla mar addirt sagart 6g ar m'aithne go
dtosnafodh siad ar £5 sa tseachtain tamall beag 6 shin? Suim
airgid ar ar chaith an sagart sin é fein a ghléasadh, drasin a
choimedd, beantf a foc agus sfneadh ldimhe bheith ar ldimh
don mhérdn lucht deirce.

Is soiléir nach mér cur 1éi mar thuarastal as dit éigin. Cuir-
tear Iéi 6n mbaile i lucht an airgid. Ni féidir bheith ag
stiil le mérdn gairmeacha 6 aicme an lucht oibre né na gceard-
aithe md leanann an t-éileamh airgid na blianta tar éis don
staidéar bheith criochnaithe.

Gné eile de ch an airgid sea an neamh-mheasarthacht; na
tithe méra, na carranna mora, na caithimh aimsire costasacha.
Is cinnte go mbfmid go minic ré-chdinteach futhu seo. Nil
muid i n-aghaidh pléasir nd caitheamh aimsire a bheith ag an
. Ach td ideal d'fhear D¢, mar shampla Mosen Claret, a
phéca folamh ar a mhisean i gCatalunia, againn ar fad. Tdéal-
aithe atd uvainn, agus is feasach diinn dd séanfadh an chléir an
saibhreas nach mbeadh aon eagla orthu — chomh fada le mo

81 go hionraic a a0l )
an airgid agus nf le freagral mar sco “I am shocked that this
question could be raised in Catholic Ireland”, freagra a thug
bailitheoir fostaithe i gcds amhdin i mBéal Feirsde gurb eol dom.
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race’

‘We preached the eternal truth — the truth
which one day or other will be recognised
throughout the length and breadth of Ireland,
England and Scotland — that the
land of a country, the air of a country,
the water of a country, belongs to
no man. They were not made by any

man, and they belong to all the human

— Charles Stewart Parnell,
Land League meeting,
An Uaimh, May 4, 1880.

Fish-in at An Uaimh, February 7

The persecution of the Boyne Valley Branch
of the National Waters Restoration League by
the Department of Justice took a new turn
last month when charges relating to the seizure
of Slane Castle last year were revived and sub-
sequently altered in court. Previously charged
with trespass the eighteen defendants are now
charged with assaulting the Guards.

Six months elapsed between the preferment
of the original charge and the most recent one.
Another charge — causing malicious damage
above £50 — was dropped in court.

The idea of bringing the charges in the
first instance, of altering and renewing them,
are part of the campaign by the Department of
Justice to pin down the local N.W.R.L. branch
with court cases and so hinder the organising of
more fish-ins before the new repressive legisla-
tion of the Forcible Entry and Occupation Act
comes into force giving the Garda even wider
powers to proceed against protesters.

The answer is a fish-in at An Uaimh on
February 7 to emphasise the demand for public
ownership of fisheries,

Other centres throughout the country are
urged to organise early season fish-ins before
the passage of the new Bill into law. The
Executive Committee of the League is to meet
Jater this month to discuss the tactics to be
used in dealing with the likely situation if the
present Bill is made law. Every fish-in held in
the interval will be a useful forum to explain to
people the exact aim of the Bill and the people
whom it serves.

It will be pointed out that while a Com-
mission sits on the side of property in all area
of agitation—housing, river rights and ground
rent—that the victims of the abuses complained
of are met with repressive legislation. By and
large the Commissions are staffed by the very

le whose vested interests cause the social
problems complained of while the victims are
met with landlord law and Fianna Fail speeches
about democracy.

The Outsider

The futility of the Department of Fisheries
in the present private ownership of rivers con-
text was well illustrated at a meeting of Youghal
Fishermen’s Association and Carbery Sea Pro-
ducts held last month in Youghal,

S, ng of the potential of Youghal Harbour
as a Mussel fishery, Mr. Michael Crowley of the
Department of Fisheries pointed out that in a
mussel fishery mussels were required in large

uantities, fishermen were required to dredge

and a buyer was needed to buy the dredged
mussels. He pointed out that all three pre-
requisites seemed to be present in Youghal. He
also pointed out that salmon fishing and mussel
dredging go well together as in Cromane, Co,
Kerry mf Mornington, Co. Meath,

But here the good work of the Department
came to a stop. The River Blackwater and
estuary are owned by the Duke of Devonshire
and ‘“this being the case, the State has no
authority to enter into discussion as to who
ought to fish in the River Blackwater.”

An attempt by the Department to promote
mussel fishing in Youghal despite this fact led
to a row between some local fishermen and the
skipper of a Wexford boat brought in to test
the potential of the estuary. The fact that this
test proved positive with the Wexford boat
catching four times more mussels in Youghal
than in Wexford came second to the resentment
of some shortsighted local men who resented
the presence of the Wexford boat from “out-
side”. The real outsider — the Duke of Devon-
shire — was not mentioned.

And now Sir Charles . . .

Millionaire Sir Charles Forte has sold the
Lough Beltra West fishery for £20,000 to New-
port House Ltd., a private company associated
with Newport House Hotel, Newport, Co. Mayo.

The sale price is a timely reminder of the
value of inland fisheries at the opening of yet
another fish-in season.

The Lough Beltra West fishery was originally
Burchnscd by Sir Charles Forte from Brigadier

ominic Browne of Breaffy House, Castlebar,
for a reported £15,000. One of the newest
members co-opted onto the board of Newport
House Ltd,, is advertising executive Peter M.
Owens.

Commenting on the plans by Newport House
Lid. for the twenty miles fishing recently
acquired from Forte, Business and Finance
comments: “By making the fishing also available
to local guesthouses for their visitors and to
members of the local angling club, the move
takes some of the heat out of nationalisation

It is possible that the “good neighbour "
policy is a direct result of the National Waters
Restoration League campaign for public owner-
ship of Irish rivers and lakes.

And more than owner-angler relations has
been put in the melting-pot by the fish-ins.
Casla fishery has changed hands following a
fish-in.  Sir Richard Levinge has sold out
recently and is now followed by Sir Charles
Forte. Mr. Barber has been trying for the past
year to sell the valuable Galway fishery, The
fact that the new owners are millionaires or
advertising executives cannot detract from the
public dissatisfaction with the system of private
ownership that finds its origins in the Conquest.
One fact does emerge. Fisheries being sold
under pressure are changing hands at par or
below.  £20,000 this year %s hardly equal to
£15,000 some years ago. Public ownership
could be nearer than Business and Finance
might allow,

NAOI

ew Land

% Prices

The Minister for Local Government, Mr.
Robert Molloy, on January 13 announced the
establishment of a committee to study “the
problem of building land prices.” 2

The Committee is headed by High Court
Justice, John Kenny, and the other members
are: Mr. M. Murphy, assistant legal adviser,
Department of Local Government; Mr. M.
O'Donoghue, economist, Department Qf _Ihe
Taoiseach; Mr. J. T. O'Mera, assistant principal
officer, Department of Local Government; Mr. L.
Reason, principal officer, Office of the revenue
Commissioners; Mr. D. F. Ryan, staff valuer,
Valuation Office.

The committee’s terms of reference are (1)
to consider in the interests of the common good
possible measures for—

(a) controlling the price of land required for
housing and other forms of development.

(b) ensuring that all or a substantial part of
the increase in the value of land due to the
decisions of public authorities shall be secured
for the benefit of the community.

(2) To report on the merits of any measures
considered, with particular reference to legal
and administrative practicibility.

(3) To advise on what changes in the pre-
sent law may be required.

The Minister explained that the committee
was being established because, while various
ideas had been explored within his Department,
no basis for “reasonable and workable legisla-
tion” had been found which would control
building land prices. The main obstacle to such
legislation, of course, is the Divine Right of
Private Property which Fianna Fail are pledged
to defend.

Blatant Jand-speculation by get-rich-quick
members of Fianna Fail (Party and Govern-
ment), the continuing and worsening housing

crisis, and public opinion aroused by protests
has forced the Government to set up this com-
mittee, An example of such speculation was
given in the December issue of the United Irish-
man:—

“Take a certain piece of land in Co. Dublin.

1952—sold for £1,700.

1961—sold for £3,950.

1963—The Planning Act.

1965—sold for £7,600.

1969—sold for £38,400 with a total of £504
ground rent per annum.

The man who bought for £7,600 in 1965 got
£38,400 in cash from builders in 1969. That
£38,400 was subscribed by the young married
couples who bought their homes. Each of them
paid £1,200 as a site fine. But, even at this
scandalous price they had not bought the land.

The man who netted £38400 in cash was
now putting 15 guineas ground rent on each site.
The number of houses on the site means that
he collects £504 per annum.”

Lord Roden

“The Yeos were in Dunshaughlin and the Hessians
in Drumree,

And spread thro’ fair Moynalty were the Fencibles
of Reagh,

While Roder’s bloody Hunters ranged from Skreen
to Mullachoo,

When h 1 were the pike-heads first by Paid
O’Donoghue”. y
So go the words of the '98 recitation. The

Roden mentioned was a cavalry commander

who earned a knighthood for his diligent pursuit

and slaying of the defeated rebel forces in the

County Meath area. A note for the reciter.

The Roden estate draws annual tribute from

the town of Dundalk in ground rent. A recent

estimate shows that the estate controls almost

twa thirds of the original town area of Dundalk.
Roll on 1998 ?

Big news

Big news for ground rent payers. Daniel
F. Stephenson, prominent Fianna Fail business-
man and member of Conroy Commission on
ground rent (1961-'64) is now of the opinion
that “ground rent is immoral and should be
illegal” (Law Society, U.C.G. 1/2/1971). Pity
he was not of that opinion when he signed the
Conroy Commission Report that  robbed
thousands of people of millions of pounds,




The effects

in this article.

Irish Industry is rapidly losing the
battle against Free Trade competition
from Britain. The list of factory closures
grows longer and aects more workers
and their families with each addition.
And, the worst is yet to come. The full
effects of the Free Trade agreement will
not be felt until 1975 when all tariffs
and duties on British imports are
abolished. Also the Government expects
to have gained entry to the EEC before
then so that the Irish home market will
be thrown open to duty free imports
from France, West Germany, Italy and
the other EEC countries.

If the effects or partial Free Trade
with Britain are so bad and have closed
so many factories what will the effects
be of full Free Trade with Britain and
other big industrial countries if we enter
the Common Market ? It is logical to
say that we will be ten times worse off
than we are at present. At present we
can change our minds and scrap Free
Trade but once in the Common Market
we will have surrendered our right to
make our own decisions to the Brussels
Commission with no provision for draw-
ing back if we get into difficulties.

The realisation of this is beginning to
dawn on some management in the
middle level of the Confederation of
Irish Industries, who in replies to a
questionnaire expressed anxiety about
the effects Free Trade would have in
the next few years. But, as Tomas Mac
Giolla pointed out in his Ard Fheis
address —

“The Nation is being faced with an
unnecessary crisis. A decade has been
squandered saying entry to the EE.C.
is inevitable when we should have spent
it building towards the -alternative.
Every Economic decision taken by the
Dublin Government in the past decade
was designed to reduce our independ-
ence of action in the economic field. As
a result of the Free Trade Agreement

of the Free Trade Agreement with
Britain are now showing in closed industries and
rising unemployment. This trend will accelerate
with disastrous consequences for Irish workers if
Mr. Hillery succeeds in fooling Irish people into
joining the Common Market. Mr. T. J. Maher of
the big-farmer dominated N.F.A. is proving an
able ally in the task of pulling the wool over the
eyes of Ireland's small farmer. For further light on
a controversial subject, read the facts and opinions

signed in 1965 with Britain and the
removal of all controls on foreign take-
overs of our industries, we are now
utterly dependent on Britain. The
Fianna Fail Government who deliber-
ately brought us to this position, now
use our dependence on Britain as their
main argument for joining the Common
Market. If Britain joins, we must join
— there is no alternative. It is indeed
a clever machiavellian tactic.

The inevitability of the whole thing
leaves the opposition to the Common
Market stunned and in disarray. They
are being constantly asked
to produce the alternative
when it is clear to them
that any alternative is pre-
ferable to National suicide
Existing policies are so dis-
astrous for workers and
farmers that many seem
to think that things could
not be much worse in the
E.E.C. Farmers, who are
eing driven from the land
in their thousands anyhow,
seem to welcome Mansholt
for the reason that he will pay them
to get off faster.

Despair and apathy are widespread in
rural Ireland. There is a deliberate
destruction of rural life and amenities.
Small schools, hospitals, post offices and
garda stations are being closed down by
Departmental order from Bureaucrats
who are planning only for decay. Rural
Ireland has been written off by planners
such as Fitzgerald, Buchanan and Mc-
Kinsey with their emphasis on Regional-
isation and growth centres. They are
anticipating Mansholt and see only a
small number of huge farmers in rural
Ireland. But this is not inevitable. The
farmers have the solution in their own
hands if they will but grasp it.

In the midst of all the decay there is
one tiny rural area which has shown

T. J. Maher, N.F.A.

~ counter to Republicanism ?

growth in the past decade; one tiny
rural area in which there has. been an
increase in population not a decline, in
which there is life and hope in the future
rather than despair and apathy. [ refer
to Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal. They
have succeeded only because they re-
jected the planners, and adopted a new
outlook on society and on the creation
of wealth. They rejected the private
enterprise society which had led only to
misery and adopted a co-operative enter-
prise. society where all are working. for
each other and all control and share in
the wealth they create.
This must be the pattern
for the future, this is part
of the alternative to Com-
mon Market entry. The
people must be given a
National ideal, a destiny
as a people, an identity
of their own through
which they can contribute
to International progress.
They must have a com-
munity life to work and
strive for and a future they
can see being formed with their own
hands.

Fianna Fail’s decision to join the Com-
mon Market is a decision to place the
ownership of Ireland and the control of
Irish destinies in the hands of the Eugzo-
pean Economic Commission in Brussels.
Could any policy run more directly
The alter-
native to Common Market membership
is adherence to the principle that the
right of the people of Ireland to the
ownership of Ireland and to the un-
fettered control of Irish destinies is
sovereign and indefeasible,”

The trade unions, apart from the
the resolution at the ICTU congress
last year, have not shown much yigour
in defence of jobs threatened by Free
Trade. In one industry, however, there
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FREE TRADE AND
COMMON MARKET

are murmurs of “more militant action
by the trade union concerned. The foot-
wear industry which has been devas-
tated by Free Trade and which will dis-
appear altogether in the EEC has
reached the beginning of the end accord-
ing to Mr. Michael Bell, general secretary
of the Irish Shoe and Leather Workers'
Union speaking on January 23. Mr. Bell
said he would “calculate the number of
redundant leather workers at present at
about 300."

The firm of [f. B. Brittain Ltd.,
Limerick, is due to close in early May,
putting 260 people out of work and
recently 65 employees of Laurel Shoes,
Dundalk, were put on protective natice.
The firm of Ulster Shoes, Castleblayney,
employing about 60, is also in difficulties
and has only operated sporadically since
the Christmas break. Last month some
50 employees were laid off.

Mr. Bell also said that by his calcula-
tions there would be about 2,000,000
pairs of imported shoes in the country
by July of this year — about 25 per cent ,
of the home market. “I can say that
this is the beginning of the end,” he
added.

The end has already come for Raw-
sons, Dundalk, Limerick Shees, Birr
Shoes, Sligo’s North West Chip Basket
factory, Athlone's General Textiles,
Clara’s Goodbody Jute factory, CWS
Bacon factory in Tralee, Clarnico Mur-
ray's confectionery in Dublin, Vidor in
Roscommon, all casualties of Free
Trade.

Make no mistake, full Free Trade with
Britain after 1975, or with Britain and
the Common Market at a similar date
would wipe ‘out most Irish industries.
Every worker's job is in jeopardy. No
one can say “I'm all right” or “It won't
happen to me.” Organisation, through
Trade Unions and political organisa-
tions, is vitally necessary if this threat
of mass unemployment is to be defeated.




FEABHRA, 1971 AON

f

s

'IRISH
MINING

i The myth that Ireland has no this
l mineral resources has been well

and truly exploded by recent dis-
coverles of mineral wealth in many
parts of Ircland. The myth that
Irish people might have some say
In the exploitation of this mineral

%

A CASE STUDY

sudden dazzle of mining
activity, Silvermines Lead and
Zinc Ld., has a 25% share Ia the
Silyermines mine. Northdate totally.
owns the mines at Gortdram and
Tynagh and has an interest In
Avoca through its subsidiary Tara

151850m.

132 PL.

glving perceatage of equity held.

sate Explorations Ltd., and Mogul
International Lid.

The study concludes that the
total Investment to date in the
four mines amounts to £20,000,000
while the net profit projected for
the lives of the four mines will be
in the reglon of at least
£230,000,000. To date the net
profit In Irish mining Is estimated
at £17,000,000 and this only in-
yolves the Tynagh mine as the

able Barytes deposit In the world.”
The aathors of the study also
comment: “If democracy mcans
cconomic, and not just paper free-
dom, It would scem nataral that
such Immense wealth be used for
the beneflt of the Irish people.
In fact halt a dozen North
American mining corporations own
and control this fundamental in-
dicator of cconomlc Independ-
ence”

wealth has also been exploded by Explorations Ltd. Mogul holds ‘
®  a study recently conducted by the  75% of Silvermines and the Avoca o i
Resources Study Group and printed mines is held by a comsortium of o= g 8 §
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other operations haye not yet Ireland’s mineral wealth Is be- ”
reached the stage where they have Ing eroded at an accelerated pace. @ T
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commence, Three months ago at " can allow the present sitation to .
An Ualmb, Co. Meath, a major continue and reduce Ireland to ! P
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existence of the largest ore reserve  Ing Westera Europe and North |
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O CADHAIN: Td Muintir
Chadhain ag gabhdil bufochais leo
sin uilig a chasaigh leo faoi bbds
a chuir cdraaf Aifrinn,
scéala né aon chom-
aoin eile; leis na heaglaisigh

dirt Aifrinn d6 agus a chuir
4 bufochas
ar leith acu ar an geléir a rinne
freastal air ar thinneas a bhiis
ag| r a anlacan; ar dhochtdir{
agus ar bhanaltraf Ospidéal na
Mdithreach, ar Chian O
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N, itcd irishman news

Republicans
will work
for people

At the post Ard Fheis meeting
of the Liam Mellowes Republican
Club held in the Cromac area the
following new officer board was
elected — Chair, Pat McCarthy;
Vice Chairman, Billy Magill;
Secretary, Brenda McKnight;
Treasurer, Seamus McKnight and
Education/Press Officer, Joe
McCann. The meeting was given
a report from the delegates to the
recent Ard Fheis held in Liberty
Hall, Dublin where the Belfast
representatives were given a
standing ovation,

Mr. Billy Magill stated that he
was at present in contact with
some interested bodies con-
cerning the formation of a Re-
development group for the Market

h would
arranged for the Club whic

be mf\duclcd in the new ?Nm}:&u
which the Liam Mellowes Chul

had secured in the Market area.

|
area and expressed the hope that |
UNITED hEigeartaigh, ar Shdairséal agus the Republican club would play a |
IRISHMAN | | Dill, ar an bP{obaire, Ultan constructive role in the interests |
O Broin; ar Oglaigh na hEireann, of the people of the area. Mr, Joe | E
30 Gardiner Place, ar gach duine d'a shean-chom- McCann said that the greatest © Fhinsia; ook (aEviRE IO
Dublin 1. rddaithe, ar na fir a d'iompair a issue of the coming year was the spring
p | chénra; ar Phrébhaist, ar fhoir- proposed entry into the E.E.C. il
" Please send me the Kevin Barry Poster ‘ eann_ar mhic-léinn agus ar which was not in the interests of
1 enclose P.O. for _ Chumann Lucht Oibre na Leabh

the workers and small farmers of

lainne i gColdiste na Trfon6id Ireland including the North

mhiinteorirf, tuistf, daltaf 2
| lar-dhaltaf Scoil Lorcdin; ar an

Dublin Fiannai will be holding
a fancy dress Ceili on the after-
noon of Sunday, February 14.

To wage the people's battle as
effectively as possible the club

gCeannfort Conmara, -would have to extend its member- Sentors are reminded to sopport
. = [ AD.C. q in; ship in the Cromac area maki a Ceili for the Montpelier School
| heagra 8 a genuine m”mp'( ““ .“‘” Fund on Saturday, February 20
pdipéir agus ar na nuachtdin, Protestant people of the e at Dixon Hall, TCD, 8 p.m.
| ar na daoine a scrfobh altanna faol

hood to the non-si
cratic, socialist policies of the
Republican Movement. Mr.
McCann further stated that a
series of lectures, debates and
historical quizzes had been

agus ar fhdirne Radié/ Teleffs

Most Sluaite will shortly be
| Eireann.

preparing for summer activities,
especially annual and Whit camps.
Already some have held joint
midnight hikes in below zero
conditions,

Ofrdilfear Aifrinn ar a son uilig.
In iothlainn D¢ go geaster ¢
agus muid uilig.

BODENSTOWN

The annual all-Ireland Wolfe
Tone Commemoration will be
ihcld at Bodenstown, Co. Kil-
dare, on Sunday, June 20. Full
details will be announced later.

JOIN THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT
We stand for the overthrow of British Imperial Rule in Ireland.
We stand for an independent Irish Socialist Republic.
We oppose all foreign fi 1 landl
collaborators.
We place the rights of the common man before the right of property.
We claim the ownership of the wealth of Ireland for

the people of Ireland.
GHT

TE TO FI

and their native

: ey
GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT
We need your support to help the children, men and
women affected by the troubles. We need your help to
/ continue the fight for Justice, Freedom and Equality.

There is work still to be done. Play your part.
Please send donations (large or small) to

The Treasurer, CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

I wish to join the Republican Movement

D. Mac Giolla
Phadraig

BOOKSELLER AND
STATIONER

12 Cathedral Street

Contact or write to the following:

2 Marquis Street, Belfast. Dublin D CONNA MU
ARD OFIG, P. KILCULLEN JACK LYNCH,
30 Gardiner Place, Kilmore, Ballina, arberry,
F— ‘ Dublin 1. Co. Mayo., Earls:hoodRlegm.
5 1 Togher Road,
l I le An t-Eireannach Aontaithe| Suit Y. I e IGNATIUS CRAVEN Cork,
gl E || Suit Yourse annin, Craughwell, B. MADDEN
M. McGURRAN Co. Galway. 3
United Irishman Sl s L oo,
T. al eW uay,
Lurgan, Co. Cark City.
LIAM O COMAIN, SEAN O CEALLAIGH,
mon &) 36 Rathbeg Crescent, 113 An Cé.
U.S. $6 annual subscription. Limavady, Co. Derry. Portlairge,
should be made payable to:
WIRIS‘;H:XN. ?O Gardiner Place, Dublin 1.

28 Peter St.
ADDRESS 4 i
The Irish Republican O In England, Scotland and Wales. Co-ordinates
in Lndlu.’, activities of Irish Exiles in support of the Repu'bllcnu Movement ln“lnlud’.
Children's

The work of Clann na h-Eireann is vital at a time when the Re
engaged in fighting the Tory and Unionist Government misrule in
Common Market pro-Imperialist sell-out policies of the Government in the
Clann is playin%nn active role in the release campaign for Irish political prisoners.
lay your part. Contact any of the following organisers.

ublican Movement is
reland, in ﬁ'hm:ll: the
South.
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The awelve Issues of the United [Irishman:
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account of the historic events of the past twelve
months in Ireland,
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