TH

UNITED IRISHMAN

AN t-EIREANNACH AONTAITHE

Eanair (Jan.) 1972, Iml. XXVI. Uimbhir 1. Luach 5p (ULS., Canada and Australia 25¢c.)

The fight against the EEC begins in earnest -

this month, as Fianna Fail sign the Treaty of
Rome on the 22nd. Demonstrations of. protest
against this sell out of the interests of the vast
majority of the Irish people have been planned
throughout the country. ;

Border towns will see the people of the
North-demanding their right to a voice in what
happens 10 the lIrish people. Tbe F|anpa
Failures sal'in Brussels for thrée years with

the representatives of British Imperialism —
Geoffrey Rippon and company — and never
/s

once demanded a vote for the people of the
North- whom they claim as Irish citizens.

The Common Market would finally destroy

the Irish people and all hopes of building an
independent Irish nation. It will wipe out our
industries, mare surely than even the Free

..Trade agreement ; it will drive our farmers off
the land more surely than the present policies,

as Mansholt boasts; it will ruin gur fishermen,
and housewives will face ever rising prices.
Poverty and emigration will face us all, North
and South. Now is the time to-really get'stuck
into the fight against the EEC:
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united irishman nescs

14 Ladybrook Park,
Belfast.

Dear Sir — Your December issue
contained quite the meanest,
cheapest, most dishonest and
scurrilous piece of character
assassination | have read for some

lime
Under the heading “P.D. Ally with
Provisionals against NICRA™ you

print a long attack on the newly-
formed  Northern Resistance
Committee. alleging it wa: t U

after an attempt to take over NICRA
had failed, You also allege that the
P D is out to wreck NICRA. How
ludicrous this is, is shown by the fact
that two of the most active members
of the NICRA Executive. Kevin
Boyle and Brid McGlade, are P.D
members and hold their seats with
full approval of our organisation.

In fact the Northern Resistance
Committee was only set up after
NICRA had refused to cooperate in
establishing a broadly-based
coordinating structure for the
Resistance campaign — a
Parlinment of the Streets — and had
insisted in trying to retain control
for itself. despite the fact that the
NICRA Executive is quite
unrepresentative of the movement
as o whole. The P.D.'s position is
still that NICRA and the Northern
Resistance Committee should
jointly convene a conference to elect
) bronder committee.

With reference to the
Provisionals. We are no more in
alliance with them than we are with
your group. after several meetings
with your Fxecutive. We do not
however believe  that all
Provisionals are Fascists and are
anxious to encourage the maximum
cooperation by both Republican
groups in the Resistance campaign

But the real meat of your article is
contained in the deliberate lies and
slanders about the P.D. and about
myself in particular. It alleges that
“the P.D. has joined the ranks of
those who can be bought with Fianna
Fail gold™. Few people will believe
that we. who have so vehemently
atacked the Southern Green Tory
regime. could have any connections
with Fianna Fail. But you allege that
we have been bribed. That is a lie.
We have never received a penny
from Fianna Fail. Where is your
evidence?

You refer to ‘‘the Fianna Fail
agents Corvigan and Farrell”. Mr.
Corvigan. whose views are very
different from mine can defend
himself but I have never even
discussed the Northern crisis with
any official of Fianna Fail. In fact I
have spent all my political life op-
posing Fianna Fail. Again where is
your evidence for this lying charge?

The article quotes a news report of
a meeting in Omagh to the effect
that 1 said “Catholics had the right
o fight for a united Ireland”. No
such report appeared in any Irish
paper. I attacked what I regarded as
2 sectarian statement by Kevin
Agnew and the Irish News and Irish
Press (Nov. 22nd) reported me
accurately as follows: “Mr. Farrell
aid he believed in the right of the
artholic people if they so desired to
use force to get their rights within
Northern Ireland but he stiit did not
helieve that the Protestant people
should be coerced into a united
Ircland’”. Where did you get your
supposed ‘‘quotation” — or did you
just invent it to suit your purpose? I
lnke charges of sectarianism ill
from those who so vigorously op-
posed my resolutions on divorce and
contraception in the South at NICRA
conferences.

ily the article contains a
able sneer. It refers o me as
socialist”. For your
information I um still a socialist and
my form of socialism entails having
sufficient respect for my fellow-men
not to slander or smear them.

I read your article with regret.
I .ies so gross, smears so filthy, have
hardly been used in the socialist
movement since the Moscow Lrials
uf the lute 30's when the architects of
the Russian revolution were
denounced as Hitler's agents by the
prove-diggers of that revolution. 1
huve the greatest respect for many
members of the Official Republican
mavement. | am sorry to see them
dragged into the sewers. [ only wish
they would root out the poisonous
cancer ~in  their midst that s
dragging them down to such depths.
Yours faithfully,
Michael Farrell.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITOR'S REPLY

Mr. Farrell has allowed himself to
get caught up In his own rhetoric. In
his efforts of justify his splittist
actions he calls on those who worked
for unity of action for his defence.
Mr. Farrell considers the CRA fo
have many weaknesses, but instead
of working to overcome these
wedknesses he joins with -the mest
reactionary elements of the
Provisional Alliance to set up
another new
organisation. In other words, at a
time when maximum unity of the
people Is essential he Indulges in the
sowing of confusions. Such actions
may well appeal to his Intellectual
soul, but they do not serve the In-
terests of the masses of the people.

Mi. Farrell asserts that the
Northern Resistance Commitlee
(so-called) was only set up after
CRA had refused to broaden lts
base. This Is a lie, Mr. Farrell. Your
new found friend, Aldan ‘Count the
Catholics’ Corrigan, was elected to
the CRA executive to help broaden
its base, but never attended
executive meetings. The Tyrone
Central Resistance Committee from
which the NRC grew has no
democratic base since 90 per cent of
the resistance groups — those doing
the work, organising meetings,
printing leaflets, etc. — had no part

in its formation. Where Is this
broader base, Mr. Farrell?
Indeed the weakness and

irrelevancy of your manoeuvrings
was clearly shown by the response
given you at the Dungannon con-
ference in  October, when
representatives of over 115 street
and estate committees and civil
rights' branches thwarted your
efforts by 150 votes to 31. Where is
your broad base, Mr. Farrell?

You claim not to be in alliance
with the Provisional Alliance,
despite the clear evidence of your
association with Corrigan and your
articles praising them In ‘Unfree
Citizen'; you then go on to say ‘so
what’. You justify this by saying that
not all Provos are fascists. But how
many are, Mr. Farrell? You cannot
just ignore the clearly sectarian
nature of the anti-civillan bombing
campalgn begun by the Provos,
their open claiming of the blowing
up of the Mountain View bar on the
Shankill Road, nor their Intimate

i with the dissid
elements of Flanna Fail you profess
to dislike. Is it not the fact, Mr.
Farrell, that you find yourself,
personally, in a power vacuum and
hope to be able to use a political
Provos to further your %r-
portunism? The Provos certainly
find themselves in a political
vacuum, and they hope to use you to
further their power struggle. What
do the rest of PD thick abont all this,
especially those who have been
active, like Kevin Boyle, whom you
attempt to quote In your defence?

TheRepublican Movement has
cooperated with PD In the past and
will continue to do so with genuine
elements working for people’s unity.
But we will not stand by while you
attempt to split the civil rights
movement, and we wllll have no

‘co-ordinating’

drawing British troops should be
part of a process of transferring
power away from either Stormont
or Westminster to the people
themselves."”

The leaflet is published by the War
Resisters” International, the in-
ternational pacifist organisation
(which has leafletted American
soldiers destined for Vietnam and
citizens in Eastern European
capitals after the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia). The W.R.I. hope
and intend that this leaflet should
have wide distribution at barracks
in England. also, .

LONG KESH
REPUBLICAN
STATEMENT

The following press release has
been received from the co-
ordinating committee of Long Kesh
Republican Clubs.

“We wish to thank everyone who
demonstrated their solidarity with
the internees at Christmas. The
unknown hundreds at home and
abroad who sent messages of sup-
port, the Civil Rights and Civil
Disobedience Committees who
organised vigils and demon-
strations, the Trade Unionists who
organised and led the march to Long
Kesh, all who in large or small ways
showed their abhorrance of
repression and imprisonment
without trial. We are strengthened in
knowing that the people refuse to
sccept our continued internment.

““As we begin a New Year bleak
with the knowledge of massive
yment, hundreds im-

In P your
collaboration with the Flanna Fal!

priso'_n?d unjustly and a divided.

elements of the Provisl
Aliiance.

ANTI-WAR
LEAFLETS GIVEN
TO SOLDIERS

Un New Year's Day 1972a group of
approximately 20 British citizens
are going to distribute leaflets to
British soldiers in Belfast. They will
travel overnight from Heysham and
plan to return to England the
Tollowing night. The leaflet will be
given to soldiers on patrol, and, if
possible, in barracks, in Catholic
areas and in the centre of the city, It
will also be posted on to derelict
buildings.

The leaflet will call for the end of
internment and the withdrawal of
British troops. It states:. “We
suggest that British soldiers should
now be confined to barracks n?.d a

ity our sincere
wish is that the people’s search for a
solution will be guided by the
principles of genuine democracy
and true justice. But above all we
would emphasise that in this coming
year Ireland, her people, her wealth
and her future may be surrendered
into the hands of the. international
money grabbers of the Common
Market. The freedom which we all
so much desire may be lost
irrevocably. Our nation is at.the
crossroads, centuries of struggle for
independence will be wiped out if we
are deluded into signing the Treaty
of Rome. We are confident that no
true Republican, no genuine Irish-
man will do anything to prevent the
people seeing and understanding the
cnormous tragedy which may
overtake us.

“*The new bondage which is bein;
urged on the Irish people by bo
Lynch and Faulkner will only be
rejected by a people free to hear
cvery political viewpoint. in this
vital year every voice must be
heard, no political organisations
outlawed. "'n)is natural and in-

definite date In the |
future fixed for their complete with-
drawal," It also calls for recognition
of the right of Irish people to self-
determination and states: “‘With-

t recog! right is
frustrated by internment. We
demand our freedom now so that we
can oppose those who would sell the
country and the people.”™

S -

SWEDISH
DEMONSTRATION
OF SUPPORT

December saw a large proportion
of solidarity with the Irish struggle
in the Swedish capital of Stockholm
I'he picture above shows one of the
banners carried by the demon-
strators ~dging support for the
IRA in ght against British
Imperialis and for a workers
republic. Close on 1,000 people took
part in the demonstration

The Swedish people were

astonished at the blatant fascism of
the Special Powers Act which was
publicly read. and a resolution was
passed expressing support for the
Irish struggle. “We declare our
solidarity with the suppressed
people in Ireland. All the working
people in the world must unite in the
struggle against imperialism and
wvercome national divisions. The
Irish people’s democratic victory is
a part of the Swedish people’s own
liberation.™

After the meeting a large con-
tingent of the parade marched to the
British Embassy to hand in the
resolution but were prevented from
doing so by the actions of the
Swedish police. But several days
later demonstrators occupied a
British tourist bureau to protest
against British Imperialism in the
North of Ireland. The Starry
Plough was hung out of the window
and the British flag burned.

Money is being collected
throughout Sweden to aid political
prisoners in Ireland. It is this in-
ternational solidarity in opposition
10 the E similar to that given to
the NLF in Vietnam, which is true
internationalism and not the
gangsterism of the EEC cartels and
monopolies.

ARKLOW
FISHERMEN
FIGHT EEC

Representatives  of  Arklow
fishermen and local members of
Sinn Fein met to discuss the EEC
threat during the last month. The
fishermen gave it as their opinion
that & 12-mile limit for shell-fish on
the east coast was ridiculous in view
f the limited amount of shell-fishing
ied out. The main Source of
income for Arklow fishermen, they
suid. came from white fish for which
the limit was to be only six miles,
and cven that for only a few years
until the review period.

‘The fishermen present agreed to
work with the Arklow anti-Common
Market group which has already
1 hed an anti-EEC paign in
the aren. This unity of purpose,
combined with other measures that
the fishermen are adopting for their
defence. is un example to all other
arens.
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Far & Near

The Republican Movement very
much regrets the unlimc\:\- death of
Jack McCabe, who was killed in an
explosion recently. Although not a
member of our movement, Jack was
o life-long Republican and had given
many years to the struggle for Irish
freedom, particularly in jail in
England, Ar dheis De go raibh a
anam. We also extend our sincerest
sympathy to the relatives of Tom
Burke of Galbally in Tipperary. who
died recently

e I e A

Roland Giles and Jimmy McCabe
recently received a savage sentence
of six years Imprisonment from
Judge O'Keefe, the man who washed
his hands of the Charlie Haughey
case. O'Keefe was accused by
rightwing Gardai of being lenient in
his sentencing. He certainly made
up for it, in this frame up case.
Similarly he gave a Dungiven man,
Hazlett by name, six years for
taking weapons for defensive use in
the North. Dillon and Casey have
similarly been maltreated.

b S I alh ¢

As the long-forgotten 'Ulster '71'
expires in a dying whimper, the good
news to cheer all United Irishmen
sellers is that the infamous ban on
our paper has now fallen. The U.L is
now a ‘lawful’ newspaper, and
anyone found with one in his
possession is free of legal restraints.
It will be interesting to see if the
British Army thugs acknowledge the
law and order they claim to protect,
or whether they will continue to
persecute U.I. sellers and other
distributors of political literature.

* k ok ok

Ta priosunaigh i gcampa geibhinn
Chluain Cais th'eis sceal a_chur
amach fa dtaobh de stailc ocrais a
bhi acu la na nollag mor. Fhad a bhi
leitheidi Heath' agus Faulkner agus
Lynch na maidrini laithighe eile ag
ro-ith is ag ro-ol ar allas na n-
oibrithe, staon na geibhinnithe de
bhia. Ar mbeannacht leo.

*x k Kk K

People of Tyrone are warned to
watch out for the following Special
Branch men: Martin and O'Brien in
Dungannon: Gillan and Rocks in
Cookstown, and Peter Flanagan in
Omagh. You all know what to do
with them.

* *x Kk X

Dermot Ryan supports the Buy
Irish campaign. Dermot Ryan
imports tyres from Hong Kong.
Tyres are also made in Ireland. Buy
Irish, Dermot Ryan

* Kk Kk %
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Officials of the MPGWU, fresh
from selling out: Dublin's
dockers over the compulsory
redundancy issue. held an annual
dinner recently, in the Clarence
Hotel. Guest of honour was Mr.
McGinn, a representative of the
Dublin Stevedores Association.

* Kk Kk %

Republicans in Cork have started
a fund to erect a monument to the
memory of Volunteer Martin
O’Leary, who lost his life at
Silvermines in the in the defence of
the interests of Irish miners. All
monies should be sent to the fund,
¢ o the Ashe Hall, Cork.

* Kk k%

A question for Mr. Colley at
Leinster House. Why haven't Tara
veleased the assay reports they
recently produced, and whatever Is
happening to the copper survey in
Donegal? Foreign investors get a
great profit here, but is there any
come back for the Irish people: or at
least our public representatives?

* K Kk KX

Distressing news for the Boland-
men in Cork. Members are leaving
al a fast and furious rate. Not t6.go
back to the one true fold of Union
Jack Lynch and his cronies. No they
are joining the Provisional Alliance.
Where now, a Ruairi? The only thing
Separaling the Provos from green
Fianna Failures is abstention, and
when that goes will Ruairi go with'it,
in cincacht le Deasun o gCarna ar
ndoigh,

. o
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DERRY
BEATS BACK
THE MILITARY

Twice in the last month, British
military attempted to capture the
saside and Creggan areas of
Deiry. Twice they were beaten out
by the.ordinary people joining with
the IRA to drive the invaders back.

All the military might of the empire *

hus so far been unable to daunt the
courage of the people of Derry.

Al the end of Decémber, British
froops entered the Bogside in Derry
at dawn. but were met with a burst
of machine gun fire from local IRA
Following a gun battle the troops
withdrew having attempted to
scarch u few derelict houses-in the
areca.

The battle flared up at first light,
only a few hours after the IRA had
(lccl_urcd that they would stand
against the British Army in defence
of the people of Bogside. Brandywell
und Creggan. The people of these
ureas ulso rallied, and a united fight
Was put up against the marauding
murderers of the British military.

This battle followed an earlier
attempl by the military to search for
wanted men and possible defensive
equipment. On the first occasion,
also. they had to contend not only
with thejarmed IRA but also with
muasses of ordinary working people
who were willing to fight as only
Dervy people can fight in order to
defend themselves against the
vicious military and political
machinations of the discredited
Unionist regime. It appears thal the
more the British attack this area the
more they stir up the determination
of the people not to give in.

Derry has up to now escaped the
worst British excesses such as are
regularly visited on the beleagured
people of Ardoyne and Lower Falls,
but the example and inspiration of
the Belfast people has not been lost
orth.

ocracy and civil rights is
the most pressing and immediate.

The Derry IRA has won great

raise from the people for its efforts
the military. The lies of
press slanderers and others have
well and truly been rammed back
down their throats just as the
military were driven out of Derry.

REPUBLICAN

SUPPORT IN
AUSTRALIA

The growth of Republican
societies among exiles in Australia
took a big step forward with the
expansion of the Sean South/Fergal
O'Hanlon Society in Sydney.
Meetings are held by the society
every Thursday and with growing
attendances it has become
necessary to find a new venue.
These gatherings discuss every
aspect of the situation in Ireland and
have proven to be a great stimulus to
the work of the exiled in gaining
support for the Irish cause in
Australia.

One of the biggest breakthroughs
50 far achieved by Republicans in
Sydney has been in enlisting the
support of trade unions. The
Building Workers Union recently
passed a resolution condemning
British interference and violence in
Ireland and a member of the federal
executive has also pledged support
for the work being done by the
exiles.

Copies of the Building
Workers® resolution were sent to the
Australian, British and 26 Counties
governments, as well as to the
British T.U.C. and the I.C.T.U.

The significance of this move
cannot be underestimated. In the
past trade unions in Australia have
played an important role in focusing
public opinion on the eyils of the
Vietnam war and Australia’s in-
volvementin it. As a result, the anti-
war movement throughout the
Australlan commonweaith has
grown and forced the federal
government to mellow its attitude.

By their support for the Irish
struggle, the trade unions present
the government in Canberra with a
clear call to put pressure on the
Heath government in London to end
British rule in Ireland. All Irish
exiles in Australia have a duty to
Increase that pressure so that the
British cun be under no illusions as

10 their popularity rating in at leas
one part of their so-called Com-
monwealth.

Republicans in Ireland can help in
pushing forward the hard work
being done by our exiled comrades
by Keeping them i touch with
cvents in lreland. Information
should be sent to BOX 101, Pyrmont,
Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia.

DERRY IRA
BURNS RENT
RECORDS

The Stormont government's plans
10 defeat the rent and rates strike in
Derry were badly upset during the
month when members of the IRA in
the city raided the offices of the
Northern Ireland Housing Trust.
Nearly 2,000 files containing in-
formation on those taking part in the
civil disobedience campaign were
removed and burned.

A spokesman for the IRA said that
the operation had been carried out
as 4 protest against internment and
us a means of combatting the
Stormont policy of deducting money
from social security payments to
cover rents. Many of the files
showed rent arrears, and were being
used by the government as a
veference when deducting money

The whole operation was carried
out under the very noses of the
military who were positioned in an
army observation post overlooking
the city walls. The files were torn up,
pucked into suitcases and bags and
carried out. They were later burned
ceremonially in the Creggan to the
delight of local people.

This action in Derry city follows
on a similar operation carried out in
Limavady, Co. Derry, where a local
rents office was burned by the TRA.
The official policy of Fiving military
backing to the civil disobedience
campaign of the people has been
shown in practice in both these
cases. A severe blow has been dealt
to the hopes of the Stormont

authorities.

It is as yet unclear to what extent
copies or duplicates had been made
of records. But it emerges that such
copies would have to be regularly
made if they were to be kept up to
date. The burning of the records
means (hat the Stormont govern-
ment will be unable to prove who
owes rent, and the onus of proof is on
them. If the people continue to
display the unity and high morale
that has been shown up to date, the
Stormont plans to defeat the rent
and rates strike will themselves be
defeated

The civil disobedience campaign
is having a crippling effect on the
whole Northern administration, as
the total refusal of large sections of
the community to have anything to
do with the corrupt system until
their rights are won continues to
grow. Not long ago, Roy Bradford
admitted that the six counties were
nearly bankrupt as a result of the
campaign, and although Faulkner
tried to shrug off this admission the
situation has continued to get worse
and worse for the Unionists.

The civil disobedience campaign
Is the people’s answer to the cam-
paign of military terror and
repression  which the British
government has unleashed on the
North. It has so far succeeded that
the Stormont regime is now totally
irvelevant. Westminster has been
flushed out into the open, and can no
longer hide behind their puppets at
Stormont. Burning the rent records
has made matters even worse for
them,

IRA BURNS
RICH HOMES
IN REPRISAL

The IRA policy of taking reprisals
against the rich for the injustices
inflicted on the poor was decisively
displayed during the month when
several houses belonging to leading
proponents of the regime, and
particularly advocates of its policy
of repression, were destroyed. The
most notable were the cases of Ivan
Neill, speaker of the Stormont
parliament, John Barnhill a
Unionist senator and arch right-
winger, and Sir Basil McFarland,
Lord Lieutenant of Derry.

Barnhill had a particularly bad
reputation in the Strabane area, and
his house was chosen for a reprisal
rald because of the extreme bigotry
of his position, and his own constant
calls for more and more repression.

[V — —

When the raiding party arrived to
burn the house. it now appears that
Barnhill himself drew a gun on the
IRA men and fired at them. This was
how he came to be killed when the
volunteers shot him in their defence.
These facts were carefully not
1evealed by the Unionist authorities,
and the IRA statement ssued in
Dublin did not make It clear either.

The effect of the raid was almost
instantaneous. Maudling stopped
talking about a military victory, and
started to babble about violence
being reduced to what he called ‘an

provided for them by the state and
its private profiteers. Though still in
its Infancy. this trend is reflected in
tne many self help schemes now
functioning in Belfast. In the An-
dersonstown district a recent
venture has been the formation of a
local consumer co-operative.

This co-operative is primarily
almed at providing fresh vegetables
to local housewives. Vegetables are
bought in bulk and sold to the
members of the co-op at prices
which just cover the basic costs
involved. Thus, prices are very low.

AMHRAS
FAOI RADIO
GAELTACHTA

Le tamall anuas td cuid mhaith
daoine ag éirf amhrasach i dtaobh
na socraithe atdé 4 ndéanamh I¢é
haghaidh Raidié na Gaeltachta,
léir don saol mér nach bhfuil sa
‘Chombhairle’ a ceapadh ach fo-

ucceptable level'. Mr. dl
should realise that there is no ac-
ceptable level and the sooner he
takes his military thugs off the
streets the sooner opportunities for
peaceful progress will arise.

Barnhill’s death was the first of a
prominent member of the regime
since the M.P. Twaddle was killed.
Unionist apologists attempted to
make some propaganda out of the
incident, but those who had been
subjected to the policies called for
by Barnhill could easily see through
them.

At the end of December, the IRA
carried out another raid. burning
the home of Ivan Neill. Damage
estimated at £25,000 was done in the
raid, which completely devastated
the house. This raid, following on the
Barnhill operation, the bombing of
the home of the Lord Lieutenant of
Derry and other raids in the month,
really set u wave of alarm rippling
through the rich and privileged. Up
till now these people have been able
to sit back while the working class
suffered the insults and atrocities of
the military, and while the dangers
of sectarian conflict threatened only
the poor. Now the rich are getting a
taste of their own medicine they
don’t like it all,

One. (hlni that is particularly
illustrated by these raids is the
weakness of the much vaunted
British security system. Previously
anattempt had been made to kidnap
Neill to hold him as a hostage for the
internees. and he was receiving
security protection. This
didn’t save him from the IRA.

Hitting the rich is the right thing to
do. For too long working class pubs,
shopping areas and places of work
have been the target of sectarian
bombers. If all those who claim to be
defending the people followed the
example of the IRA it wouldn't be
long before we had the ruling class
on their knees

=

CO-OPERATIVE
FORMED IN
ANDERSONSTOWN

In the working class areas of
Belfast over the last few years and
cven more’ so since the introduction
of internment, people have been
moving towards a realisation that
the existing capitalist state has
nothing to offer them. They have
been thrown back on their own
devices. Their future is now In their
own hands and only united action
can ensure that the future will be
founded on their own interests — the
Interests of the working class. The
initiative no longer rests with the
once well entrenched Unionist
Party.

Whole areas are providing for
themselves the services once

"

The remains of the house of Ivan Nelll, Stormont speaker, destroyed by I.R.A,

In fact, p are plied at half
the price ruling in local shops.

By cutting out the middlemen and
buying at the farm gate, it is hoped
that a direct bond will be created
between the farmers and the
workers of Ireland. They have an
identity of interests which have been
hidden by the operation of the
middlemen, who are, in the final
analysis, dispensable. That these
profiteers exist at all and are able to
thrive is an indictment of our
society.

The Andersonstown co-operative,
at present operating on a limited
scale, was set up originally by the
Wolfe Tone Republican Club. They
have guided the venture over the
difficulties of the first months of its
existence. However, it is realised
that this kind of activity cannot have
a lasting effect unless the local
community not only support the
venture but also exert democratic
control.

The success of this and similar
ventures will promote awareness
among the working class of how
cffective they can be in supplying
their own needs by group action. In a
small way this assists the workers to
recognise themselves as a distinct
class, a necessary step before the
final goal of building a Socialist
Workers' Republic can be achieved.

TYRONE .

EXECUTIVE

CONDEMNS
MURDER

Ihe Fxecutive on behalf of all
Republican clubs express sincere
sympathy to the parents and
relatives of Martin - McShane
murdered by ed thugs
masquerading as so-called security
forces. Deepest sympathy was also
expressed to the families of Jim
Sheridan. John Bateson and Martin
ILee

Ihe Fxecutive fully supports the
demund for a full judicial inquiry
into the foul murder of Martin
McShane and appeals to the people
of Conlisland and district for their
coaperution in establishing facts
which will repudiate once and for all
the lying statements of the British
Army. All information should be
given 1o the local investigation
commitiee

"I'he FExecutive regrets the efforts
heing muade to entice the SDLP
through the back doors of Stormont
nd Westminster and urges them to
(read warily as 800 men and women
are still being held as political
hostages in Avmagh. Crumlin Road,
Long Kesh and British Con-
centration Camps,’
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choiste de Fhianna Fiil, agus td
sé éirithe an-soiléir Je déanal gur
ag RTE a bheidh an chumhacht.

Méadafodh ar an amhras nuair a
fégrajodh ainmneacha na gCldr-
R irf. Td daoine fiu ha ina
measc ach nil siad bealach ar bith
ionadaioch ar ghndth-mhuintir na
Gaeltachta. Muinteoiri agus céimithe
ollscoile iad uilig ach duine. Mis
é atd i gceist seirbhis a bheas
bunaithe ar bheo-chultir na Gael-
tachta, is deacair a thuiscint cé an
fdith ar tugadh droim ldimhe do
Shedin O Coistealbha agus do
Phiaras O Gaora.

Td clir sealadach craolta don
Raidié nua leagtha amach anois
agus curtha faol bhrdid na Comh-
airle, fonadh agus alltacht a chuir
an liosta seo orainn. P¢é duine a
leag amach &, is léir nach dtuigeann
s¢ chor ar bith cé an sért Raidid
atd ag teastdil sa nGaeltacht.

Cuir i gecds, ta uair a'chloig n
aghaidh na seachtaine in dirithe do
cheol clasaigeach, ach nil ach ctlig
ndiméad sa tseachtain ag ctirsal
talmhafochta. 45 néiméad ag ‘Pop-
cheol Eorpach’, cuig néiméad aris
ag cursaf iascaireachta agus an
t-achar céanna do chursai tis. Beidh.
nuacht ann sé hoaire in aghaidh
an lae, cé nach bhfuil aon iriseoir
gairmidil | measc na gClir-Reach-
tairf, Ojche Sathairn td leath-uair
in dirithe do ‘Bhannai Mfleata®
mura miste leat. Cén mhaith bheith

ag caint . . .

T4 séléirithe go soiléir ag pobal
na Gaeltachta nach € a leithdid seo
atd vathu. Mar addirt Gluaiseacht
Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachra,

Td i bhfad nios mo i geeist
le Raidis don Ghaeltacht nd
cursai teangan. Is é atd ag
teastdil, seirbhis a thabharfaidh
de: o ghndth - mhwintir na
Gaeltachta bheith ag caint agus
ag caidreamh le chéile gan
scdth gan cagla. Ni theastatonn
intleachtoiri nd athbheochan-
t6iri nd oideachasoiri nd cinedl
ar bith eile amaddin léannta a

d

sh laionn gur fearr Ic nd
jacine eile. Ach go hdirithe
ni  theastaionn an  bhréag-

‘ghairmivlacht’ agus an bhréag-
thdbhacht a bhionn mar shlait
tomhais i geonai ag 3

Is léir anois nach mbeidh dit ar
bith do ghndth-phobal na Gaeltach-
ta sa  Raidio atd di bhearti.
Saineolaithe agus daoine ‘tdbhach-
tacha’ a bheidh ag déapamh na
gledranna, in dit jad a bheith
bunaithe ar thuairim{ na ndaoine
féin ar charsaf an tsaoil, agus ar
an dachas agus an saibhreas fontach:
cainte atd mar oidhreacht acu.

Go  hathcHomair, ni raidid
Gaeltachta a bheas chor ar bith
ann. Nf ar phobal na Gaeltachta
atd an clir craolta seo dirithe, ach
ar Ghaeilgeoirf medn-aiomeacha na
geathracha,  Ni bheidh ann ach
leagan Gaeilge de RTE. An gcaith-
fear a léirii arfs nach nglacfar leis
sin?




Ceathair

LOOK BACK
IN ANGER

The last year has certainly
been a memorable one for the
Irish people. 1972 promises to
be a year of decision as the vital
issues of staying out of the EEC
and winning democracy in the
North reach their final stages.
It is no exaggeration to say that
the Irish people have never
been more seriously threatened
as a people than we are today.
Total economic collapse faces
us from the EEC, while
maravding British military
maintain a reign of terror in the
North for the benefit of the
leading imperialists and their
collaborationist henchmen.

The Irish people may feel
justifiably proud of their efforts

over the past year, for we have
faced the Unionist jackboot and
armovured cars and weaponry
of the British Army with a
fortitude that is an inspiration
to the whole of Europe. In the
South, social agitations have
grown quietly but widely: land struggles, as in

Uachtar Ard, workers struggles as in Nenagh, and

the anti-EEC fight have all combined to threaten

the smug self satisfaction of the ruling class.

Internment and death has been the backcloth for
the political struggle going on in Ireland foday.
Many civilians have been foully murdered by the
forces of the Crown, while three volunteers of the
Irish Republican Army have lost their lives in the
fight for true national freedom and for the social
liberation of the Irish working class. Martin
O’Leary, Rose Curry and Gerald O’Hare are names
that will be long remembered by Irish, and indeed
world revolutionaries. Their memories will'be part
of the battle slogans with which we will approach
this new year.

°  We have much cause for anger in all the in-
justices and atrocities we have been forced to
endure. But we also have much cause for hope.
Imperialism is in crisis throughout the world, while
the Irish people are showing the way to people’s
unity. The establishment North and South is
crumbling. It only remains for the common people
fo band together in a resolute way, to keep up the
solidarity of the civil disobedience campaign until
we achieve our basic needs.

The final solution to the problems of the Irish
people can only be found in a socialist republic, in
which the working class in alliance with the small
farmers and locally based small business com-
munity will have control over the means of
production, distribution and exchange. True
equality and prosperity can only prevail in such a
society, where class discrimination will be
abolished in the workers’ favour. The road to this
socialist republic lies in winning democracy in the
North as a prerequisite of defeating sectarianism,
and of defeating the EEC threat throughout Ireland
as a means of maintaining sovereignty.

eagarfhocal

REABHLOID A DHITH

Ta dearmad deanta ag lucht reabhloide na tire
seo ar an Ghaeltacht o aimsir an Phiarsaigh. Le
cupla bliain amh bhi suil ann go raibh an
Ghaeltacht ag muscailt as a stuaim fein. Ritheadh
radio neamhdhleathach mar chuid de fheachtas
chun Radio Gaeltachta a bhaint den Stat, cuireadh
feachtas le haghaidh ceart sibhialta agus udaras
aitivil ar bun, agus ta deireadh curtha i gcuid mhor
den Ghaeltacht leis an meas ar na bodaigh. Is fior a
ra nach bhfuil meas madraidh ag an bpobal orthu
anois ach in aifeacha airid.

Ach 1a ciunas tagaithe ar an Ghaeltacht. Murach
eachfra Leilir Mhor agus corr-shampla eile, nior
deineadh achrann ar bith moran faol bheart an
rialtais maidir leis an radio no leis an udaras aitiuil
no leis na comharthal bothair Gaeilge. Gheall
rialtas ar gha do geilleadh na rudai seo ach ni mar
agealladh a deineadh. Ta feall deanta ag an Stat |
leith na Gaeltacht ar na buneilithe seo, faol mar ta
deanta Ina leith ar chuile bhuncheart eile.

Ta se in am do mhuintir na Gaeltacht eagar ceart
agus ord catha a chur orthu fein. Ni feidir leis an
gcineal corais stait ala againn fadhbanna na
Gaeltach! a reiteach. Ni feidir leis na bodaigh e a
dheanamh, no le lucht measulachta no le dream ar
bith ach gnathmhuintir na Gaeltacht fein, le
cunamh o olbrithe na gcathracha agus on
Ghluaiseach! reabhloideach faoln diuaith.

Ta Gluaiseacht na Poblacht ann ar mhaith e
cear! na daoine a chosainl. Ta an cosainf seo a
dhith go gear san nGaeltacht, Ta se In am elrl.
Culrfear Reabhloid ar siul!
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IRA NEW YEAR
STATEMENT

The following statement has been
{ by the Irish Republican

the Irish
with pride
achievements of
i salutes all those
he forefront of the
itish Im
! h and the
also all those
alism and

of imperia

The Volu
Republican Ar
themselves to be the army of the
people. The many actions in which
they have been engaged and the
many casualties which they have
inflicted on the forces of im
perialism have been carried out
within the context of Army policy
which is to defend the people against
aggression by terror forces and to
take retaliatory action against those
who murder innocent people in the
streets or who participate in tor-
tures. The main aggressive force
has been the British Army. The
people’s resistance hs t all times
been a defensive one and the Irish
Republican Army has acted with the
people. although they face in
ternment and torture or death

It cannot be too often emphasised
that the present struggle in the
North is a struggle not simply of the
Irish Republican Army against the
British Army but of an oppressed
people against their oppressor. The
main brunt of the struggle has been
carried with magnificent strength
and courage by the common people.
It is the working class and their
families who suffer the constant
harassment, Lerror and murder, and
itis they who are the backbone of the
resistance. They actively resist the
British Army raiding parties and
they also resist through the Civil
Disobedience Campaign the political
forces who direct this terror cam
paign. Such resistance cannot be
broken

The declaration in 1967 by the Irish
Republican Army that the Objective
of the Revolutionary Movement
must be the establishment of
a Democratic Socialist Republic
was the first full explicit statement
by the revolutionary movement of
the Ireland of tomorrow. The
statement was the culmination of
many years of debate and analysis
among the revolutionaries as to the
causes for the continual defeat for
the revolutionary forces in Ireland.
Accepting completely that as our
enemies will resist in arms, final

ccomplished by

victory can only be
have realised

ed struggle must be linked and
ated with all other forms of
sir le. It must be related to the
needs of the people

It has never been and is not now
our intention to build a movement to
Jaunch a purely military campaign
against British forces in the §‘ur[h
We have seen the failures of past
campaigns based on military action
v and have set our faces against
such campaigns which are doomed
to failure. We do not see, nor do we
want a repetition of the fifties. Our
purpose is to unite workers
throughout Ireland behind the
struggle for the reconquest of their

from British Imperialsim

ind Capitali to lead them to a
realisation that until power is passed
> hands of the common people in
a Socialist Republic bigotry, hatred
and divisions on religious or ethnic
lines would continue to be promoted
There will be no peace, no freedom
no justice, until workers unite in
brotherhood to claim their
mheritance

1971 saw the beginning of the
sectarian bombing campaign by

le

people who are blinded
by bigotry and are
unable to see who the real enemies
of the Irish people ar s this

continued it provided the
portunity to the British Army
escalate their terror tactics to
stage where innocent civilians were
and are being indiscriminately
murdered in the streets. The Irish
Republican Army. which had
maintained a purely defensive roie
with the people early in the year,
made it clear that it would take
retaliatory action for such murders
and have since inflicted many
casualties on the British forces in
many areas without however
launching an all-out military
campaign.

The introduction of internment on
August 9th had a twofold purpose:
1. To further escalate the terror

against the people designed to

provoke more armed conflict;

2. To remove the political control
which guided the people’s
resistance and continually th-
warted the establishment’s plans
and leave the compromisers to
take over the political leadership
of the people.

Republican Clubs, socialist
organisations and the Civil Rights
Movement have suffered far more
from internment than have the Units
of the Irish Republican Army which
have greatly increased in-strength

The responsibility for violence in
County State rests clearly on
ormont and Westminster
ments and on those who are
g to promote sectarian conflict
Irish Republican Army which is

aged in a military campaign,

will cease its armed defensive and

y actions only when the
British Army calls off its campaign

of t against the people, and
ends internment and lorture. There
will however be no cessation of the

just struggle of the people for what is
their right. We know that there can
be no peace in Ireland between a
subject Irish people and a victorious
British Imperialism except the
»eace of desolation and oppression

Republicans believe that the real
ind fundamental talks on the future
of the Irish Nation must lake place
within I Talks must be
opened between the Catholic and
Protestant working class, between
Tre Unionists and small farmers,
between the Labour Movement and
the Republican Movement, between
the North and the South, between the
Gacltacht and the Galltacht. It is
here that the foundations of unity of
the Irish people can be laid and not
in talks with Britain nor in talks
between the Tory establishments in
Dublin and Belfast

The w Year 1972 will see an
intensification of the struggle of the
Irish people for the re-conquest of
their land The Labour and
Republican Movements will be
contronting the right wing Coalition

of Fine Gael Fianna Fail on the

E.E.C. referend issue in the
spring. This is a tle which must
be It must be scen as an in
tegral part of the struggle which is
taking place in the North — the

struggle against British  Tm=
perialism in Ireland. What is at
stake is the ownership of Ireland and
the control of Irish destinies.
Britain's new political solution to
maintain her hold on Ireland is
based on the assumption that
Ireland will be under her wing in the
Common Market. A defeat for the
Lynch Cosgrove axis in the
rendum will therefore be a
defeat for Britain's designs on
Ireland and will protect the interests
of the workers and small farmers
ind will also be a demonstration of
solidarity with the people of the
North

it must be made clear that the new
Ireland we envisage and intend to
build will not be a new Free State in
any shape or form. It will be a
country that does not allow op-
pression or exploitation of any group
or individual: a state that provides
equal opportunities for all its people.

HEL
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SPORTS
BODIES TO
SAY NO?

Both the National Cycling
Association and the National
Athletic and Cycling Association
passed a resolution at their annual
(on;:r. sses held last month pledging
“ipposition to any attempt to delete
_I‘\rllclc 2 of the Constitution. Article
= contains the statement that “the
nitional territory consists of the
whole island"

The resolution,
carried at both Congresses by
(I?Ic;:ulos from all over Ireland, is
highly significant in the context of

e

=/ .
Crehan,

Paddy

of the
N.A.C.A., who won two All-
Ireland weight throwing
titles this year.

the coming Referendum on Common

t entry. If, as is more than
cly. Article 2 of the 1937 Con-
stitution has to be abolished to
comply with the Articles of the
“Treaty of Rome then both sports
organisations will campaign against
membership

Common Market membership has
implications for all national sporting
organisations in Ireland. It was
pointed out at the N.C.A. Congress
that at present grants received from
the Government of the Republic
may be and are spent on an all-
Ireland basis. Accession to the
Treaty of Rome could mean that
monies disbursed by either of the
two States on the island would be
statute barred from being spent in
the other. This would mean, in the
event of the Republic agreeing to
join. that grants hitherto accepted
by the N.C.A. and the N.A.C.A- on
the basis of their being spent on a 32
County basis would have to be
refused to honour the 32 County
principles in their constitutions. The
Guaelic Athletic Association could be
the next major sports body to
comment on the future of Article 2 of
Bunreacht na h-Eireann.

MERRIGAN
HAMMERS
THE EEC

Speaking on behalf of the Common
Market Defence Campaign at UCC
recently. Mr. Matt Merrigan,
District Secretary of the AT. &
G.W.U., said that people will not be
usked torvote for or against entry
into the

He

d that there has been a great
hetrayal of the people by all parties
on this issue. The Labour party, as
usual. he said. is hedging its bets
until the ICTU makes up its mind at
its special conference in January

He went on: “From the massive
inactivity in relation to the
Government's arrogance on this
question. one would presume that
the Labour Party had no position on
entry. At its Galway Conference this
year the Party adopted a resolution
opposing cntry. at least on paper.

“Workers and trade unionists are
concerned at the risk to jobs in full
membership of the E.E.C. Unem-
ployment at the moment is running
al 7 per cent of our work force. The
bite of the Anglo Irish Free Trade
Agreement has lost us ap-
proximately 5,000 since 1966 because
of loss of protection and the cost
competitiveness of British industry
avising from scale of materials of
low cost origin.

“The illusion that the E.E.C. is a

unanimously

high wage arcu 15 simply not true
My union has done a comparative
sludy of Commercial Road Tran-
sport wages and hours'',

Mr. Merrigan showed that
whereas in France wages in this
sector were (16.50 for a 40 hour
week, in Ireland earnings are £19.4
for it 40 hour week. He also pointed
out that unlike Ireland, within the
Common Market, while there is a
limit on driving time to 8 hours a
day. there is no limit to ancillary
work like loading. maintenance,
warchouse work, ete

He suid that since 75 per cent of
our work force is engaged on
producing for the home market. any
significant loss of trade to European
competitors will mean substantial
unemployment. He called on
workers und trade unionists not to
support in nny way the Govern-
ment’s plan for full membership of
the E.E.C

6 CO. AGM OF
REPUBLICAN
CLUBS HELD

‘the Annual General Meeting of

the Six County Executive of
Republican Clubs was held in
County Derry on day, 4th

December. Delegates representing
Republican Clubs throughout the 6
Counties attended the meeting.

Following the reading of the
vurious reports, the main business
of the General Meeting ot under
way with o proposal that those
delegates who are on the Executive
of the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association should press for the
A.GM. of NICR.A. to be brought
forward from March to January.

‘I'his, it was felt, was necessary in
order that N.I.C.R.A. should have an
up-to-diite ussessment of the ef-
fectiveness of the civil disobedience
campaign and also be in a position to
review the effects of internment and
the ensuing crisis on the work of the
Association

1 further proposed that the
vitrious County Executives should
submit the names of candidates to
the Six County Executive, with a
view to having these people elected
to the N.I.C_R.A. Executive. These
motions were passed

‘I'he question of a levy of £2 per
club to defray the expenses of the
Regional Fxecutive was raised and
after a short debate on this, the
vesolution was carried.

Delegates from Fermanagh and
Tyvone raised the matter of the
ionship between the 6 County

ccutive and the newly formed

‘Iyrone-Fermanagh Civil Resistance
Committee. 'l was discussed at
some length and it was decided that
o further statement from the
Fxecutive, clarifying the position,
should be issued

I'he attitute of the Republican
Clubs to the Catholic Ex-
Servicemen's Association was
discussed and after various opinions
had been put forward, it was agreed
that o press statement on the
Association should be referred tothe
incoming ccutive. The general
view was that such a statement
should not condemn the Catholic Ex-
Scrvicemen as such but should
condemn any political grouping who
might attempt to use them as a
seetariun force,

<fish-ins on the

GOOD YEAR
FOR CUMANN
IN KILDORRERY

The AGM of the Jerry Casey
Cumann. Kildorrery. Cork, was held
recently in the area, The past year
hax heen one of the most successful
cver for Sinn Fein in the area. Last
Christmas, members of the Cumann
participated in the. Release of the
Prisoners March from Dublin, while
others provided accommodation for
the marchers

In addition to holding a number of
Blackwater, the
Cumann has been active in the anti
FFEC campaign and the appeals tor
aid for the families of internees held
in the Six Counties.

One of the most spectacular
cvents of the year was the joint
commemoration staged by the
Kildorrery-Mitchelstown Cumainn
in honour of the men of East
1 imerick who died at Knockanevin
50 years ago. This commemoration
was attended by over 3,600 people
and  was  one of the biggest
patherings for years

Sules of the United [rishman in the
village now average 20 dozen every
month and interest in the work of
Sinn Fein has been given a great
hoost by the concern of the Cumann
in local nffairs. At a recent meeting,
the Cork County Council was called
upon to improve the inadequate
sater supply in the village and also
to repair the boundary fence around
the local cemetery.

At the AGM the following officers
were clected for the coming year:

Chairman, M. Sherlock: Vice-
Chairman. B. Coughlan; Secretary,
G. Nor Treasurer, P. Roche.

Delegates to the Comhairle Ceann-
tair: M. McEldowney and G. Norris.

MASSIVE |
NUVB MARCH
AGAINST EEC '

Following on the previous march
of vehicle builders and workers in
car assembly, in which over 2,000
took part, another massive
demonstration took place early in
December. Naturally, the establish-
ment press did not consider a march
by workers worthy of reporting;
especially since the car assembly
men were protesting against the 26
County Government's sell-out of the
interests of Irish workers in its at-
tempt to take us into the EEC

The demonstration was jointly
called by the NUVB and ATGWU
IZEC sub committees, to bring home
strous consequences both of
ide and the EEC to the

Fail government A
statement from the organising
committee pointed out that already
this year 8,000 jobs had been lost due
to the free trade agreement, so that
the massive trend of redundancies
could be expected to get much worse
if we went into the EEC.

The statement added: ''Irish
industry is neither capable of
combatting. nor has it' been
developed or geared to, the kind of
fierce ition which it is bound

he ion of the i

of Republican opinions and policies
on current affairs throughout the 6
Counties was raised. It was
suggested that a 6 County Newsheet
as 1 supplement to the “‘United
Irishman'’ should be produced.
The delegates also discussed the
question of entry into the Common
Market. It was felt that there was
Insulficient information available as
10 effects of membership on the Six

Counti nce mostof the literature
that has been produced has been 26
County oriented. In order to

facilitate the generation of more
detailed information about the ef-
feels on the region. it was decided
that 2 Study Group be formed to
research all aspeets of the situation
11 was nlso agreed that an attempt
should be made to get a panel of
speakers conversant with the effects
of the I F£.C. 1o tour the 6 Counties,
explaining  the  position  as
Republiciins see it
b rced that Mr. Rory
S| . who acted as secretary
during the meeting. should draw up
the minutes of the A.G.M. for Mr. K
Smith, who was clected secretary
‘I'he officer board for the coming
year was clected as follows:
Chairman. M. McGurran.
Vice-Chairman, 1. Barr;
Secretury, K. Smith;
Treasurer, F. Donnelly;
Press Officer, L. McMillan,
FEducation Officer. Margot Collins.

to meet from the giant monopolies
which dominate the EEC". The
statement illustrated this point by
referring to the fact that in 1965,
before free trade, 300 cars per year
were imported into the country, but
that now over 9.000 were imported,
an increase of 3.000 per cent in six
years

The background of the car in-
dustry in particular is one of
protection, having been built up to
cater for a small internal market
‘T'his Is in fact the case of practically
all the industries in Ireland.
Structurally, Irish industry could
not he more unsuited to competition
in it highly organised international
narket

‘The burden of the economic dif-
liculties, the unemployment and the
emigration will be borne by ordinary
{rade unionists. Therefore, it is from
this scction of the community that
tho bulk of the resistance must
came

This march is part ol a general
campiign by Irish workers to
protect their interests against the
corrupt politicians who are willing to
sell-out Irish independence for a
share in the robber spoils of a new
nyinagerial class. Other workers, as
well as the fishermen and the far-
should follow their example
L protesting against the EEC
now, before it is too late.

SELL OUT?

Harry West has done it again. The
mun who had to be dismissed from
(’'Neill's cabinet because of his
dubious land speculations has now
stepped in to prevent the fishermen
of lough Neagh establishing the
people's  control over the eel
fisheries on the Lough. By
nationalising the fisheries. the eel
company will get a higher price, and
Marry's fingers will get well stuck
into the productive eel pie.

‘I'nere has been a local agitation
for some time to end the cel com-
piny’s supposed monopoly of fishing
rights on the Lough. rights inherited
from the Elizabethan conquest of
Arthur Chicester. In September,
locil units of the Irish Republican
Army blew up a fishery ‘protection’
vessel belonging to the company,
and which was being used in gunboat
fashion in an attempt to intimidate
the fishermen and drive them off the
Lough.

No words of support for the
fishermen "Were to be-heard then.

from Stormont ministers or
Indeed, Senator Gerry
of John Hume’s Dungiven

Assembly. was wont to be employed
as prosecutor against the fishermen
The company is now beaten, but
the Stormont government has
jumped in to their aid: this, despite
the fact that all communities in the
North, from the IRA to lan Paisley
uphold the local men’s rights

By far the most valuable catch on
lough Neagh and the Bann are eels
I'he company, known today as the
old company’, sold its eels on the
l.ondon Market and the eel trade fell
more and more into the hands of a
group of merchants in Billingsgate
fish market, In the 1950's the control
by these merchants was threatened
by an agreement between the old
company and Hans G. Kuitjen a
Dutch shipper whose brother owned
one of the biggest eel businesses on
the Continent. Kuitjen began to
divert more of the eels to the Con-
tinental Market.

‘The London Merchants formed an
organised ring and made an
agreement with Kuitjen. As a result
in 1959 a consortium of four London
dealers and Kuitjen bought the
Toome Fel Fishery. The deal was
secret, the Company was never
offered publicly for sale and the
purchase price was never disclosed
The Muanaging Director of the old
company was dying at the time and
died before the transfer was com
plete.

Shares in. the new company,
Toome FEel Fishery N.I. Ltd., were
evenly divided between Kuitjen's
Live el Shipping Co. of Maldon in
T:ssex and four dealers: H. Barber

1. B

de Co., Ltd. and E
I . Salomonsen and Co. Ltd. all of
Billingsgate Market. The purchase
price was £133.000, a ridiculously low
ligure. In 1965 L. Salomonsen and
Co’s 1 5 share was bought by the
lough Neagh Fisherm * Co-
Operative Society for £87,700. The
Compiiny was now worth nearly four
time the purchase price
Apparently it had quadrupled in
value in six years. The annual profit
of the company has averaged about
£100.000 so that the ring dealers
recovered their investment, with
interest. inside two years. Since then
it has been clear profit all the way
The compiany makes its money
very simply. They have a monopoly
of the eel fishing rights on the
and the Lough. They alone can cat
the more vilunble silver cels and
they dothis in o scries of traps on the

united irishman news

river Bann. The only effort required
is to set the traps and Jift out the
cels. The Company employs only
about men and thus makes a
profit of approaching £4,000 per
employee — o very handsome figure
even  omong  today’s highly
profitable industries. As well s this
(hey receive a royalty of 10p a stone
on all cels caught by fishermen and
collect some £5,000 per year on eels
they never touch

Besides o source of eaay money.
ownership of the company has
provided the ring with a2 monapoly of
the el supply in these islands which
has tightened their control of the
market. Thus they can dictate prices
to the fishermen and the public. In
1969 fishermen received an average
16p yer Ib. The retail price was 40p to
15p per Ib

This was the basis for the agitation
which Harry West is trying to abort.
The rule of conquest will not win.
however. if the people stay united
and fight for their rights.

LAND LEAGUE IN
ACTION IN
DONAGHMOYNE

Members of the Land League at
Donaghmoyne intervened at the
f a farm in the Lisdoonan

married man for 14
put up for sale. thus
the man, his wife
nd widowed mother
house or home

ter the men had bid £1.500 for
the prop Mr. Owen Kirke read a
statement on behalf of the Land
lcague. He said that the men’s
neighbours had agreed not to bid
against him for the land and theic
reaction showed the worthiness.af
the man’s case.

‘We approached the neighbours
on the perimeter of this farm to get
their feelings and their consent not
to bid ugainst this young man who
wis himself prepared to pay a
reasonable price for this property,
which was once willed to him™.

On behalf of the League. Mr. Kirke
appealed to prospective buyers to
consider from a moral, social ‘and
Christian point of view the man’s
difficult position. As a result of this
appeal no further bids were made
and the sale was subsequently ad-
journed.

There have been several attempts
in recent months to sell land from
under the sitting tenants and install
people from outside. Perhaps the
most notorious case is that Mrs
Q'Connor from Meath who was in
Mountjoy Jail for so-called contempt
of court. She had been there for six
months

Her crime was her refusal to
vacate a farm which she and her
hushand have worked for 18
Ihe Land Commission have i
that new tenunts designated by them
should have the land but have not
offecred the O'Connor's an alter-
native farm. All the State had given
Mrs. O'Connor was six months in
Mount joy

WUI SELLS OUT
PERMANENT
WORKERS

The Irish Permanent Building
Society strike is aver. The union has
disgracefully let the workers down.
Many have heen victimised and
sacked, and will be forced to
emigrate. A full report will appear
next month.

-




WHAT'S IN STORE

In June 1971, the ‘United Irishman’
published an article dealing with the
question of the fisheries and the EEC. The
article pointed out the great concern felt by
Irish fishermen at the imminent give away
of their livelihoods by the 26 county
government, in Hillery’s haste to make a
name for himself. The heir aspirant to the
Taoiseach has fallen a long way behind in
the race for power, and his original verbal
twistings over the fishery issue have faded
into vague declarations of how good the
terms are. These declarations, however,
are made with little attempt to be really
convincing.

All along Hillery has refused to adopt the
stand of the Norwegians on this issue. The
Norwegians, back in May of this year,
proposed certain guarantees as a minimum
for their entry; they were at least prepared
fo negotiate about it. But not Fianna Fail.
Mother England knows best was always the
bankrupt cry of the establishment parties,
and Hillery was quite prepared to accept
the destruction of the Irish fishing industry.

Efforts to confuse the fishermen on the
EEC question seem to have failed, and the
agreement Hillery has consented to shows
how liftle Fianna Fail are even bothered to
try and convince people. More confusion
has reigned on the agricultural front, but
the hinterlands who rely on the spin off from
fishing are well aware that EEC entry
means the death of regions like Killybegs
and Dunmore East.

Fishing was one aspect of the entry into

the EEC which Fianna Fail found great
difficulty in solving. For a while Dr. Hillery
was able to sail through the negotiations on
farming and industrial policy because of
support from bodies like the NFA and the
Cll, pressure from the fishermen forced
him to apparent negotiations. Thus,
initially, he turned down the Commission’s
proposals on coastal waters.

Yet in the end he duly reached a ‘com-
promise’ and sold out the fishermen’s
livelihood in return for the dubious benefits
of membership. The key issue in the
dispute was whether or not the applicant
countries should be allowed to continue
protecting coastal waters after 1982. Irish
fishermen have been adamant that so far as
this country is concerned, they should.

What Dr. Hillery has agreed to is that
Ireland should retain a six mile limit on the
entire coastline of the 26 Counties for ten
years. In addition, a further six miles
protection has been conceded from Lough
Foyle southwards to Cork Harbour. The
valuable fishing grounds between Cork and
Dundalk, however, will have a six mile limit
and this means that the Wexford and
Waterford coasts will be easily accessible to
foreign trawlers, even before the ten years
are up.

The problem that Dr. Hillery now finds,
and this equally applies to Mr. Harry West
as the Stormont minister responsible for
fisheries, is that this limited protection is
not acceptable to Irish fishermen. They feel
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WHO OWNS 6 CO.?

In recent years, the
Stormont government has
adopted many of the in-
centives offered by the 26
County government, tfo at-
tract foreign business into
the 6 Counties.The effect of
this policy in relation to the
economy of the latter is
discussed elsewhere, Can we
expect a similar policy to be
more successful in the
North?

All incoming firms to the
North are offered various
forms of assistance, most of
which will become ‘illegal’
within the Common Market.
According to a booklet
produced by the Ministry of
Commerce in Belfast, cash
grants of up to 35 per cent of
plant construction costs are
offered, plus grants of 20 per
cent towards the cost of new
machinery and equipment.
Labour training grants and
premiums for female
workers are also offered to
foreign investors.

Under the regulations
drawn up, grants towards
machinery are ftreated as
reducing the capital cost of
the asset for the purpose of
depreciation allowances and
the cost of hew machinery Is
given 100 per cent allowance
for the perlod in which it Is
being paid.

Where this cost does not
qualify for free depreciation,
the Unionist allow the foreign
investors to write it off
against tax at the rate of 80
per cent in the first year.
Like the Fianna Fall
overnment in Dublin, the

formont administration
imposes no bar on the export
of profits and dividends or on
the repatriation of capital,

In certain instances, they
also offer rent free con
cessions 1o foreigners who
hire state owned factories.

Y

Though they boast of the
availability  of highly
qualified graduates, Stor-
mont is still prepared, under
its Incentive scheme, to
encourage what it describes
as key personnel from
abroad to take the top
mané Jerial jobs.

Frcm these facts, we can
make certain deductions
about the Unionists’ in-
dustrial and employment
policy. First, they are quite
prepared to encourage fthe
use of women workers rather
than male workers. From the
table of earnings given in the
booklet, it is not difficult fo
see why.

Average wages for com-
parable factory jobs are
about two-thirds lower than
those given to American
workers. Thus, Stormont
offers cheaper labour in
ferms of male workers. In
the manufacturing sector as
a whole the average rate for
men over 21 is 55p per hour
including overtime bonuses,
while women workers get
only 34p per hour, including
incentive bonuses.

Thus, it Is cheaper for
incoming firms tfo employ
women rather than men.
This reflects the social un-
desirability of paying less to
women than to men. The
case for equal pay is not only
justified on the grounds of
equity but also the present
situation discriminates
against male workers.

Second, the freedom of
enfry of foreign managers
and executives offered by the
Stormont government,
prevents qualified Irish
workers from getting the top
jobs. It is apparent in the 26
Counties that foreign firms
prefer fo keep |obs for their
own natlonals. Irish workers
Invariably have to fake the
lower pald jobs.

The Unionists appear to be
paying lip service fo the idea
of Irish managers getting
these better paid jobs. In
their booklet they say: A
company setting up in
Northern Ireland should
have no trouble in finding
suitable managerial
potential’’. Doubtless the
managers are here already,
but will they get the op-
portunities to take the top
jobs?

If the Stormont govern-
ment were to invest the
grants it is prepared to offer
to foreign firms in en-
terprises of its own, not only
would Irish graduates get top
work but employment would
be provided for the 40,000
people currently unemployed
in the North.

The outflow of capital from
fthe 6 Counties is greater than
the inflow, a classical
example of imperialism at
work. This outflow takes the
form of profit repatriation,
due fo the excess of imports
over exports; the payment of
ground rents to absentee
landlords; and in the form of
share investment on the
British stock market by the
banks and credit houses.

In 1967 it is estimated that
Northerners. investments
abroad were something like
£200m. Taking into account
the foreign holdings of the
banks, government depart-
ments and other bodies, the
total income from such in-
vestment was about £44m.

At the same time, there
was an oufflow of £167m. By
definition the balance of
payments is where total
income equals fotal outflow.
Hence, the difference bet.
ween these figures, over
L120m., gives us an idea of
the drain from the Narthern
economy.
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" FOR FISHERMEN?

that both Dr. Hillery and Mr. Rippon, who
negotiated the Northern sell out, should
hava adopted the same attitude as did the
Norwegian government and demand per-
manent protection.

The Six, however, insist that there must
be free access provisions in the fishing
regulations after the ten year transition.
Even the proposal put forward by Mr.
Rippon and M. Jean-Francois Deniau that
an ‘enlarged Community of ten should
decide by a qualified majority the system to
apply at the end of the decade, was rejected
by the Six.

They realised that under this proposal,
Ireland would have blocking powers of veto
and would thus be enabled to prolong the
standstill indefinitely. This view displayed
more confidence in the willingness of
Fianna Fail to protect Irish fishermen than
the fishermen themselves have in the
government.

In the event, the two negotiators for all
Ireland, Dr. Hillery and Mr. Rippon, agreed
to provisions that the Commission in
Brussels should report to the Council of
Ministers before 1982 on the economic and
social effects on coastal waters. It is now
widely agreed that this clause means that
after then, all protection will go.

Thus, in effect, they have merely
postponed the death sentence on Irish
fisheries until then. The feelings of the
people concerned was expressed by one
Donegal mam. ““Our delegation should have
stood out like Norway and insisted that our

Seacht

existing territorial waters be permanently
retained.””

As things stand, within ten years, con-
tinental fishing fleets will be free to strip
Irish coastal waters just as they have
ravaged their own. The type of trawls they
use virtually wipe out everything in their
path and thus pick up immature and em-
bryonic fish as well as the mature ones.

In a statement, the Irish Antigonish Co-
operative Movement pointed out that Dr,
Hillery had promised he would not depart
from his declaration that Ireland would
haVe a complefe. 12 mile limit. THEY AC-
CUSED HIM OF GOING BACK ON HIS
PROMISE and agreeing to allow one of
Ireland’s richest natural resources to pass
from the control of the Irish people.

The Norwegian negotiator, Mr. Per
Klegge, criticised the decision of Ireland
and the British and Danes, for giving in to
the EEC on the review clause.

In the North, disgust at the outcome of
the talks was expressed by Mr. Robert
McKay of the Derry and North Anhfim Sea
and Coastal Fishermen’s Association. He
claimed that the North Coast should have
been given special consideration as a
distressed area. The proposals were a ‘sell
out’, he said. 3

It seems likely that the future of Irish
interests, North and South, now rests with
the terms the Norwegians can negotiate.
But the best safeguard is for the whole of
Ireland to stay out altogether.

‘DEV'S LEGACY

Since 1957 in particular
Fianna Fail has relied upon
the inflow of foreign
businesses to build up the
industries of the 26 Counties.
Under the direction of Sean
Leamss, the old protectionist
policy was abandoned and
the Control of Manufacturers
Act, which hindered foreign
tirms setting up here, was
repealed.

As incentives, the
government offered tax free
holidays, free factory sites
and export incentives. These
allowed exporters to sell
their goods completely free
of tax for up to 15 years and
lo export their profits from
the country.

The government’s view
was that there was in-
sufticient investment from
domestic sources. The in-
centives offered, they claim,
would bring in the in-
vestment which would
generate lasting and con-
tinuous employment.

However, the results of this
policy have been varied.
Many toreign firms have
merely used Ireland as a
jumping off base for sales
elsewhere and as a testing
ground tor new fechniques to
be applied elsewhere if
successful.

This investment is capital
intensive, that is, it con-
centrates on automated
machines rather than
providing jobs. As a result,
little work has resulted in
proportion fo the huge grants
given by the I.D.A. to these
lirms.The biggest pool of
employment created is in the
region of 500 to 600 jobs, just
sulticient to provide work for
all the households of a Dublin
suburb like Dundrum.

Yet, there are now signs
thal many of the British and
American firms brought in
atter 1957 are thinking of

moving out to countries like
Ifaly. This stems from the
ending for these firms of the
export incentives.

One of the main ‘successes’
claimed by the Government
has been the creation of this
industrial sector at Shannon.
However, in recent months
the superficial nature of this
development has been shown
by the increasing number of
closures. Progress In-
lernational, Rippen and
Thomond Cabinets are just
three examples where
closures happened, creating
over 400 redundancies.

Since 1965 and especially
sice 1967, the growth of the
26-Counties economy has
been slowing dows due to the
international crisis of con
fidence. The American
restriction on the export of
capital has had severe
repercussions, a situation
aggravated by the effects of
the Anglo Irish Free Trade
Agreement.

In 1967, in an effort to
stimulate growth, the
Government lifted some of
the credit restrictions but as
even Garret Fitzgerald
argued at the time, the
recovery was a temporary
one.

The free entry of British
goods has had a crippling
effect on industry and con-
fributed to an employment
crisis the system seems
incapable of solving.
Unemployment in the in-
dustrial and services sectors
in May 1970 was the highest
since 1959, whep it was 8.1
per cent.

Since then, the position has
worsened and in 1971 nearly
8,000 people lost their jobs.
This sharp deteroriation in
employment prospects is
closely linked with the
government‘s trading and
investment policies. By

placing the future of Irisk
workers on Ihe hope that
toreign investment will
generate employment, the
government have tied their
fortunes to those of
American and British
businessmen.

Even within the terms of
reference of a capitalist
economy, this policy does not
make sense. |t has resulted
in profitable undertakings,
such as the Limerick Shoe
lactory, being swallowed up
by less efficient but more
capitalised foreign com
petitors.

A state investment body

solely concerned with ex
panding Irish owned firms
should have bees

established, rather ‘har
relying on the fly by n.gh
overseas businesses. It is in
the interests of the Irish
people to support home in
dustries as this  wil
sateguard employment. The
Buy Irish Campaign shouic
have been government policy
ten years ago.

It should also be clear tha!
lhe system is in fact in
capable of adapting itself to
lhe changes which (re
necessary. The manuluc
turing and managerial cl.s¢
in Ireland is totally tied up
with the tree trade policies
which are proving sc
disastrous. Ireland can never
expand until we have cuf
loose from the stifling grip of
loreign investment en
lerprises. And to do that
would require an
equalisation of Irish society
that the privileged Tacaboys
would not welcome.

What needs to be done in
the short term is to press for
national conirol over in-
vestment, which means the
nalionalisation of the banks,
insurance companies and
other finance houses,



Ccht

The Rebublican position on the
naitional question has always been
trat the most important issue In
Ireland is the fact that the whole
country, North and South, is tied to
the aprons of mother England. The
conditions of unemployment and
emigration, of economic stagnation
and political subjection, show how
deeply we are still in the same
position as we were in Wolfe Tone’s
time.

Tone recognised that it was the
English connection which kept
Ireland underdeveloped, and that
the only way forward for the Irish
people was fo forget the dissensions
of the past, based on religious dif-
ferences, and to unite as a people in
the fight to establish an independent
Irish nation free from British im-
perial interference and able to
achieve prosperity for all the people
of this island.

That is still the stand of the
Republican Movement. We realise
thal so long as the Irish people are
tied in with the imperialist system
that we will never be able fo build a
decent life for ourselves here. We
also realise that sectacrianism plays
info the hands of our enemies
because it hinders the building of
that unity of the people which is so
essential if genuine Irish freedom is
to be won.

Religion misused

Obviously it always suited British
imperial interests to pretend that
the Irish people had no basis for
national unity. Religion was adroitly

used by the 'most reactionary,
jingoistic, imperialist politicians,
like Randolph Churchill his

associates and Galloper Smith, to
keep the Irish people fighting
amongst themselves while Britain
was freed to reach the necessary
compromise with the sections of the
Irish people who would be willing fo
sell out the ordinary people. These
sections were the Unionist bosses in
the North, who depended on
patronage for the maintenance of
their privileged positions, and the
middle class gombeenmen in the
South, who followed on in the foot-
prints of the arch-renegade and
traitor, Daniel O’Connell.

1798 had marked a new departure
in Irish history. For the first time a
movement arose which recognised
that the men of property were a
dubious element, liable to make a
deal with the enemy. For the first
time also the conscious desire tfo
build national unity was proposed in
place of the simplistic desire for
revenge of the buachailli bana. The
‘United Irishmen’ had a plan for
revolution.

Anti-imperialism

This revolutionary plan is still the
basis of socialist republicanism.
While opportunist groups, like Conor
Cruise O'Brien of the Labour Party,
and ultraleftists like the British and
Irish Communist Organisation deny
‘ihe need to make the struggle for
national unity against imperialism
the central issue in Irish politics, it
becomes clearer as British
economic policy works itself out that
if the Irish people are to win the
right of a prosperous and full
existence in their own country they
must unite in a common struggle.
This is so for Protestants as well as
for Catholics, since imperialism
recognises no faith of one’s fathers.

The working people of Ireland are
doubly oppressed. They are ex-
ploited as workers, and they are
oppressed as lrishmen. This
national oppression exhibits itself in
the complete underdeveloped pature
of the Irish economy, the extent of
foreign control of Irish natural
resources (like the mines) and the
contraction of whatever industry
had been developed. This is hap-
pening in the North as much as in the
South, and those who deny the need
for a national liberation struggle are
merely playing info the hands of the
imperialist enemy.

'To break the connection

with England, the never
ending source of all our

political ills; that was my

objective. ,

G’o substitute the

common name of Irishmen
in place of the
demoninations of Catholic,
Protestant and Dissenter;

these were my means.
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National liberation does not mean
the reunification of the country
under green-flag gombeenism. If
means the Reconquest of Ireland;
the replacing of the common people
of Ireland in full control of all
wealth, of the means of production,
distribution and exchange, and of
everything connected with
economics and politics in Ireland.
Only the Reconquest will lef us win
back the right to create an lIrish
nation as part of the recovery of our
cultural traditions and ways of life
which are being desiroyed by the
imperialist system.

The Irish middle class have
proven themselves totally incapable
of building an independent Irish
nation. Their class interests of greed
and privilege prevent them from
subordinating themselves to the
common good of the masses of the
people. Only the working people
themselves can achieve that, and it
is they who must assume the
leadership of the fight for national
liberation in Ireland which will lay
the basis for the building of
socialism here.

Unity

The reactionaries assert that the
Irish people should not struggle for
unity, and that the Protestant people
in the North should not join together

with their fellow Irishmen and
fellow workers in their common
fight. But the reactionaries don‘t

suffer the effects of sectarianism. It
is the workers who are burnt out,
whose livelihoods are destroyed in
pogroms and in sectarian in
timidation; it is the workers who are
blown to the skies while the rich men
swill brandy on the Malone Road
and in Dublin hotels.

Protestant and Catholic, our in-
terests are the same. We all endure
the same squalid conditions of
housing and working. We all suffer
the destruction of our communities,
and of our way of life. And all of our
problems can be traced back to the
rule of Britain over Ireland. We are
weak because we are divided, and it
is only in people‘s unity that we will
be strong enough to defeat British
Imperialism

This is the basis of the struggle
going on in Ireland at the moment,
and all who refuse to take part in
that struggle will fall with the
reactionary Tory regimes of Britain,
Stormont and Leinster House. And it
is on two main themes that the in-
tegrity of all those who claim to lead
the Irish people can be tested.
Firstly, there is the issue of the
winning of democracy in the North
in order to eliminate sectarianism
and open up the possibilities of
achieving national unity of the Irish
people. Secondly, the over-riding
and most important question is how
to defeat the EEC, for failure to
defeat it will face the Irish people
with the total loss of our industry,
our fisheries and the vast bulk of our
agricultural population. We will be
reduced to paupers in our own land.

At this moment, the whole
worldwide system of imperialism is
in severe crisis as unemployment
and economic stagnation soar in
America and Britain. Now is the
moment for the Irish people to exert
the maximum pressure against that
system, and win important op-
portunities of progress. For the
defeat of Fianna Fail’'s and Fine
Gael's EEC proposals will throw
capitalism into disorder in |reland.
It will open up new possibilities of
advance to the oppressed and ex-
ploited peoples of Ireland, and is
crucial to the immediate way for-
ward.

We reject the division of our
people. We deplore the theory of two
or three nations, We proclaim the
common national and soclal op-
pression of the Irish people,

Protestant and Catholic, rural and
urban, Gaeltacht and Galltacht, Our
lwo issues of struggle are:
democyacy in the North fo eliminate
sectarianism; sovereignty in
Ireland to eliminate imperialist
domination.
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EY CAME IN THE
MORNING

They Came in the Mornmg is the title
of a booklet p
Publlcaﬁons. which details iortures
and atrocities ‘perpetrated by fhe
British war machine against the Irish
people. The book is mainly concerned
with those events which occurred in the
direct aftermath of the introduction of
internment without trial; buf also gives
firsthand accounts of the incredible
barbarities perpetrated in Palace
Barracks, Holywood.

Seamus O Tuathail, former edifor of
this paper; has done a first class:job it
[ ili these ts, many ‘of
which he had smuggled out of Crumlin
Road. while he was interned: himself,
for publication in the daily papers. It
was these exposures which forced the
British - to make the gesture of the
Compton enquiry. And while that
enquiry avoided the fruth like the
plague, even the British apologists
were forced to admit that appalling
torfures had occurred.

These torturings are still goingon, in
the infamous Girdwood camp. as well
as in Holywood. No matter how much
ﬁlckenmg canf the liberals may, put

forward, nor how much Labour MPs ’

may declare their sympathy with the
struggle of the Irish people, they have
not stopped their barbarities. If any. of
the politicians who hold up their hands
in horror at so-called IRA deeds of

violence were in any way: genuine or
serious ‘they would reserve their
condemnations for the British.army of
occupation.

This hook is a 'valvable con-
ion of what was
actually experlenced by the innocent
men and women picked up by the
British ‘military. While union Jack
Lynch and his quisling cronies deplore
the IRA’s role as defender of the
people, . the facts contained in this book
show how clearly defence is needed
‘against the armed thugs of the British

“/Army who roam the streets ‘of the

North intimidating and tevrorlsing the
population at will, but for thelIRA.
On the front cover lis a picture of
Frank Kitson, the terrorist chiefly
responsible for the Brifish torturing
(see top right). The book describes him
as follows: ‘‘The face of ‘a sadist, the
face of Brigadier Frank Kitson. Served
in Aden and Cyprus where he perfected
‘the methods of torture now perpetrated
on innocent suspects in the North.
These methods include severe
beatings; electrical tortures,

v psycholpgncal disoreinfation methods
ind gross humiliations — all in" an

attempt to break down resistance and
stop political opposition to Unionism.*

‘They Came in the Morning‘ is well
worth 25p, We recommend it com-
pletely.




Deich

Pfizer Inc. (New York) is of that
breed of capitalist vulture that
contents itself only when its ten-
tacles reach info every corner of the
globe. It is a representative sample

of that kind of production
organisation which has come to
dominate under monopoly

capitalism. It is one of the 500 or so
multi-national corporations who,
between them, own one quarter of
the world’s productive capacity and
control another third.

Pfizer's profits

In 1970, with woridwide sales of
£362,600,000, Pfizer had a productive
capacity equal to that of the entire
manufacturing sector of the 26
counties. Centred in phar-
maceuticals, which account for 48
per cent of its sales, Pfizer is rapidly
diversifying into such fields as
chemicals, agriculture and con-
sumer producfs as well as scientific
materials. In 1970, with 51 per cent of
Pfizer’s assets held outside of the
U.S.A. over 50 per cent of its profits
was thereby derived.

Finding itself increasingly unable
to raise its profit margin within the
confines of North America, Pfizer,
at the beginning of the sixties,
turned its atfention further afield.

IDA grant

Attracted by Fianna Fail’s
“Ireland: environment for profit’”
slogan (used by the I,D.A. to get
multi-national corporations to come
here and grab the surplus that we
ourselves create) Pfizer set up
Roofchrome Ltd. at Tivoli in Cork —
not before being given a £120,000
non-repayable cash grant and
assured fthat no fax wouid be
payable on profits earned by
Roofchrome before 1990.

Roofchrome Ltd.

Roofchrome’s designated task
was the manufacture of refractory
material for the U.S. market.
Chrome and magnesia formed the
principle requirements for the
manufacture of such refractory
compounds. While chrome ore was
readily available to Pfizer via
Rhodesia and Mosambique, a source
of natural magnesia was proving
increasingly difficult to find. A
synthetic or semi-synthetic alter-
native method of producing
magnesia had fo be found.

Quigley take-over

In 1966, Pfizer took over Quigley
Co. — a major producer of refrac-
fory materials in the U S.A. With
this acquisition came J. A. Mulcahy,
a President of Quigley.

Born near Dungarvan, Co.
Waterford, Mulcahy began working
for Quigley in the early 1930s. He
was just the man Pfizer needed to
gain a strong foothold in Ireland:
unknown but with a lot of influence.
The extent of this influence is

7 -

Tynagh: less than 40% of ore

extracted and already a net profit of

£16m. — Navan is 6 times bigger!

THE GREAT

MINE

ROBBERY

illustrated by two
particular: his invitation to U.S.
President Nixon, which was ac-
cepted, fo come and sip tea at his Co.
Limerick estate; and more recently
his reported partnership in a new
hotel to be constructed in Dublin by
Pan American Airlines, once Nixon
had forced the Irish people to allow
Pan Am into Dublin (aided by a
weak and vacillating Irish govern-
ment).

incidents in

Bennetsbridge find

Just 50 miles north of Dungarvan
in Bennetsbridge, Co. Kilkenny, the
geological office had proven the
existence of a large dolomite
deposit. Another name for dolomite
is magnesium limestone. When
burned it forms a magnesium
oxide calcium oxide mix. If this mix
is combined with seawater,
magnesium hydroxide is produced,
I this is burned in fhe presence of
silicon and iron oxide magnesia is

produced. Just what Pfizer wanted:
an alternative source.

Fianna Fail present

On January 1st, 1969, Fianna Fail
made Quigley a present of the
Bennetsbridge dolomite deposit —
all 17,000,000 tons of it. A capital
expenditure of less than half a
million and Quigley was ready fo
begin operations at Bennetsbridge.

At Dungarvan (where else?)
Quigley erected a processing plant
to change the dolomite into
magnesia. Constructed at a capital
cost of £3,600,000 the I.D.A. gave
Quigley 11,523,000 towards the cost.
Brought into production during 1970
with an annual operation capacity of
75,000 fons of magnesia it is
projected that by 197475 annual
capacity would reach 150,000 tons.

Given the size of fthe deposit at
Bennetsbridge and the fact that
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three tons of dolomite is used in
making one ton of magnesia, the life
expectancy of the Ben-
netsbridge Dungarvan complex is
37.9 years.

Gigantic profits

What of the profit it will generate?
Gigantic is the only word big enough
to describe it. When stage two is
completed and Dungarvan is able to
produce 150,000 tons of magnesia per
year the gross output will be worth
£6,000,000 per year, or ap-
proximately £40 a ton.

Costs

From this ‘gross’ figure must be
subtracted operating costs. For
convenience these can be divided
into four phases of production. (i)
extraction of dolomite at Ben-
netsbridge costs t1 per ton —
£460,000. (ii) transportation of
dolomite from Bennetsbridge to
Dungarvan at 1.6p per ton mile —
£380,000. (iii) processing of dolomite
into magnesia at Dungarvan; costs
include 70,000 tons of fuel oil, 4,000
tons of silicia, small quantities of
iron oxide, maintenance of plant and
machinery, the employment of 150
people and rates; total — £1,000,000.
(iv) transportation of magnesia to
Cork for shipment overseas —
£600,000.

£151,600,000 profit

Operating costs are thus £2 million
giving a profit of £4 millions per
year. Multiply this by the projected
37.9 years of the complex and we get
an operating profit of £151,600,000.
Subtract overall capital cost fo
Pfizer and we get a net profit of
£145,600,000. If you don‘t believe it
check for yourself.

And it doesn‘t end there. By the
time the magnesia is sold in the form
of a refractory spray it will have
multiplied in value by an additional
800 to 1,000 per cent. One can only
speculate at the enormity of the
profit being generated by Roof-
chrome and like subsidiaries using
Dungarvan magnesia as a principal
ingredient.

Even more grants

Last year, Pfizer was given an
additional £112,537 by the 1.D.A. to
cover ‘re-equipment’ costs incurred
by Roofchrome. In 1971 Pfizer was
also promised £5,585,000 by the
I.D.A. for the organic chemical
plant now under construction at
Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork. If it wasn‘t
so blatantly exploitative it might be
classified as insane.

2,000 others

Nor is Pfizer alone. Take any of
the more than 2,000 American,
British, German, Dutch, Japanese,
Belgian, Swiss and Italian cor-
porations operating in this country
and the story is basically the same,
All that differs is the size of the
profit being taken from the people.
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“IRISHREBELS AND THEIR
SWEETHEARTS"

A vivid account of the lives and loves

of Ireland’s greatest patriots.

Paperback 35p Including p & p.
Ideal gift.
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34 High St., Kilkenny, Ireland.
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SAIRSEAL AGUS DILL
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Detective-Sergeant John Douglas Wllson. A notorlous
interrogator of the RUC Speclal Branch. Dangerous. Ap-
proach with cautlon.
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“CABHAIR”

Coiste Foirthint na bPhriosunach Poblachtach

Please give as generously as you can to help the wives
and dependents of interned men and of those on the run.
These people face great hardships as a result of Britain’s
policy of repression, and we all have a duty to stancj by
them. Because of the large numbers who have subscribed
so generously already, it is impossible to publl;h a (ull
list of acknowledg ts, but the ittees will receipt
all monies received.
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IRISH REPUBLICAN PRISONERS DEFENCE AND AID FUND
30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1.

WAR CRIMINAL

THE

THE STORY OF 12 GREAT IRISHMEN
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Republican Publications,
30 Gardiner Place, Dublin 1.

Seol chugam ...ccccceesrnenern

AIDIM ceoiicinrannionssnsrnceomensinins

Seoladh ..

I enclose 35p per copy plus 4p postage

CASTLE HOTEL
Mr. and Mrs. Donal O'Connor (Props.)
r}:I}:ST CLASS CATERING
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Personal Supervision
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Hot and cold water in all bedrooms
Phone 46949 and 42554
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HISTORY AS IT HAPPENED

The twelve issues of the United
Irishman: Aug. 1969—Aug. 1970,
a complete and accurate account
of the historic events in Ireland.
THE 12 ISSUES 50p
Limited Numbers Only — Order
Immediately.
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United Irishman
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U.S. $6 annual subscription.
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On the first Saturday of the new year the Civil
Rights Association returned to the streets in a
massive demonstration of protest against the
continual infliction of injustices in the North.
From 15,000 to 20,000 people marched from
various parts of Belfast to Falls Park, where the
huge rally was addressed by several speakers —
members of the NICRA executive and also MPs.
The theme of all the speeches was that the people
would not and could not be beaten by the sterile
measures of repression now being resorted to by
Westminster.

The military thugs who have been given
licence fo stalk the streets of Belfast and the
North made every effort possible on their part to
furn this peaceful, disciplined and orderly
parade into a riot. Repeatedly they drove ar-
moured cars into the crowd, jeered and shouted
obsenities at the marchers. But the people held
firm. The stewards did a wonderful job, but the
ordinary people themselves fully realised the
great importance of not responding to the
military’s provocation. When the armoured cars
were driven into the crowd, the people broke
ranks and reformed the other side. A superb
display of what is meant by genuine passive
resistance.

The march was held in contravention of
Stormont’s ban on marches, but the route was
carefully chosen to avoid all flash point areas.
The military therefore had no excuse for their
peevish behaviour. Once more it has been
illustrated that Westminster is not interested in
genuine solutions to the Northern problem. The
British government has consistently opposed the
introduction of democracy to the North, and has
confined itself to mumblings about a military
solution. But Britain can have no military
solution so long as the people display the massive
solidarity shown in this civil rights march.

As the parade filed past the aggressive
military into Falls Park, they were met by
banners condemning internment and the strains
of a new recond ““The Men Behind the Wire”, a
song about the internees. A huge Christmas
card, with anti-internment slogans and 1,000
signatures from the people of Ballymun, Dublin
was displayed; and a message of solidarity from
the Citizens for Civil Liberties in Dublin was also
read. “Citizens for Civil Liberties greets the
Falls Park rally and pledges full support for the
new stage in resistance to internment and
detention without charge or trial, North or South
of the border’’.

The march followed the pre-Christmas peace
ultimatum given by NICRA. Then it was stated
that if Britain didn’t want peace the Civil Rights
Association would have no alternative but to go
back on the streets. NICRA’s peace proposals
included the demand for the immediate and
unconditional release of all internees and
defained men, the abolition of the Special
Powers Act (the undemocratic measure by
which people are unjustly held), and the with-
drawal of the troops to barracks. These demands
were part of a general truce proposal, but of
course, the British were unwilling to accede to
this. There was no alternative but to go back to
the streets. The massive turn out shows how
much large sections of the Northern community
are behind this move.

The fundamental civil rights demand is for
democracy. The Republican Movement fully
supports this demand, because we realise that
the winning of democracy in the North is an
important part of the overall struggle which the
Republican Movement is engaged in. Our ob-
jective is, of course, a united democratic
socialist republic. In this republic the masses of
common people, led by the organised working
class, will have complete and total state power
over the means of production, distribution and
exchange. This is the Reconquest of Ireland
which has inspired generations of Irish people
fighting for national and social rights. The
Republican Movement fully realises, however,
that one of the major obstacles to the
achievement of a socialist republic, and to the
creation of a genuinely independent united Irish
nation, is the alienation felt by the majority of
the Northern Protestant community to these
ideas. Sectarianism has time and again been
used by an unscrupulous British imperialism to
divide the people. The whole state structure,
undemocratic and bigoted, was specifically
designed to preserve and maintain sectarianism.
It is clear therefore that the wresting of
democracy from an unwilling reactionary
Westminster regime will be a major triumph for
the Irish people, both in its own terms but also in
the general light of a struggle for complete
fjustice and peace, the struggle for socialism,

Democracy is not just a word to be bandied
about in University intellectual circles, as some
erstwhile socialists mainfain. Democracy in the
North has real meaning for all genvine
reyolutionaries, and more importantly for large
masses of the common people. The abolition of
the repressive measures of government (powers
of internment and arbitrary arrest and deten.
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tion) and the whole crooked paraphenalia of
judicial violence; the isolation and eventual
elimination of sectarian elements (whether in
the Roman Catholic or the Protestant com-
munities) which pose such a threat to the
security of ordinary people, with their anti-
civilian bombing campaigns and their created
pogroms; the placing of power of decision over
pl ing and redevelop t issves, such as at
present threaten the whole community basis of
life on the Shankill and the Falls together ; power
for a Northern parliament to control capital
investment, to nationalise key industries such as
Harland and Wolffe when threatened with
closure, and with full competence to declare its
own relations with Britain and the EEC as well
as the rest of Ireland: these are democratic
powers; this is democracy,

The interests of the masses of people in the
North are in real terms completely intertwined.
It is only the reactionaries and the imperialist
agents who uphold the divisions of the people,
and seek fo deflect the revolutionary movements
away from this the true path of revolution into
the verbal founderings of middle class in-
tellectuals. If we can' win democracy in the
North, the opportunities for future progress by
the whole Irish people are unlimited. This is why
the civil rights campaign is so vitally important.

We must not be swayed by the cowboy antics of
courageous but politically ignorant ‘heroes’,
misled and misguided by some of the
mos!  reactionary elements of the
Southern managerial class. This class has
consi ly abandoned all attempts to build an
Irish nation, and the Haugheys and Blaneys are
totally committed to the EEC. All sections of the
Northern people, Profestant and Catholic,
workers and farmers as well as small locally
based business interests are opposed to the EEC,

Only two of the six counties representatives at
Westminster approved of Britain’s EEC policy,
but it is to be imposed on the people nevertheless.
Where do the Provisionals stand in the great
confrontation between Blaney and Haughey and
the whole Northern community on this EEC
issue?

The Provisional inspired Northern
Resistance Committee was shown to be totally
irrelevant to the situation. It is clearly seen to be
merely a divisive element, with no capability for
leading the people in the demand for democracy.
The reason is that the elements involved do not
consider the winning of democracy to be of
value. Michael Farrell and other ultra-leftist
elements calls for a workers’ revolution now,
ignoring the fact that the working class in the
North is divided on sectarian grounds. The
Provisionals don‘t want it because their
paymasfers are only interested in
military violence that will weaken theeffort to
win civil rights. The flames of
democracy being lit in the North will sweep
South on the over-riding social issues of neglect
and corruption. In this fire of revolution all
reactionaries will be swept away: all wings of
Fianna Fail, the EEC axis and the foreign
speculators. The wealth of Ireland will be laid at
the feet of a conquering Irish nation, conquering
what is its right: our own country.

The refurn fo the streets by the civil rights
movement marks an important new move in the
struggle for democracy, The civil disobedience
campaign, through particularly the medium of
the rent and rates strike, has brought the Nor-
thern statelet to virtual bankruptcy. West-
minster can no longer hide behind the et
strings of Faulkner and the boys, for the S‘:ﬂ sh
government has been clearly exposed as the

perpetrator of the injustices suffered in the
North. :
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