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A MAJOR opportunity for a
point-by-point repudiation of
the claim that constitutional
methods will work in removing
the British presence has been
presented to the IRA leader-
ship, who have accepted SDLP
leader John Hume's challenge
to meet him for talks.

It was Hume who, in trying to
dodge a meeting with Sinn Fein and
in trying to belittle them as being
irrelevant, challenged the IRA to
meet him, But, having publicly made
that challenge, even if in panic, he
had little choice but to go ahead
when agreement was forthcoming
from the IRA.

And while the IRA acceptance
was sent with firmness, resolution
and confidence in their position,
Hume has admitted that he has
nothing new to present in return.

Left with little room for man-
oeuvre he has, in true opportunist
fashion, tried to present himself as
a peace-maker. Instead of talks, he
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speech to the IRA, lecturing them
on surrender.

If he was serious, and if peace was his
objective, he would have gone about it
quietly and without publicity, and ‘hn
would have approached all the parties
involved in the conflict.

DIALOGUE

Talks of this nature are about dial-
ogue, not making speeches, and well John
Hume knows it. As an establishment
politician he has repeatedly stated that
constitutionalism works and that armed
force achieves nothing. Let him prepare
his arguments to support this case.

He has stated that armed force achieved
nothing in the lIreland of the 1920’s
(which can hardly have pleased his Free

State allies). He has tried to hijack the «

Civil Rights Movement and every other
political development within the nationa-
list community as his own. Let him
support his case if he can.

weight in the corridors of Westminster,
Leinster House and Strasbourg, are less
than useless when put to the leadership
of an army which has grown out of the
suffering, not of decades, but of centuries.

Hume knows this and that is why he
is retreating into the make-believe role of
peace-maker; a role which he will un-
doubtedly try to exploit when he emerges
from the talks to announce ‘At least |
tried’.

Against this the IRA will enter these
talks fully aware that without them, and
without the resistance which Hume refers
to as the ‘alienation’ of six-county nation-
alists, the SDLP would be as irrelevant to
the British as were their predecessors in
the Nationalist Party.

REMINDER
The only reason there are summits and
the only reason there are ‘initiatives’ of
one kind or another is because the bombs
and bullets of the IRA are a constant

problem will not go away.

Commitment and the conviction which
has grown out of years of struggle and
sacrifice are the hallmarks of the IRA
leadership which will face Hume.

They are likely to point out that far
from providing a way forward for nationa-
lists, the SDLP is simply prolonging the
war by their active support for cross-
border collaboration.

Following the talks, Hume will be left
in no doubt that Sinn Fein is an inde-
pendent organisation which makes its
own political decisions and that the SDLP,
if they want agreement of political matters
relevant to the nationalist community,
will have to talk to them.

Despite the best efforts of Hume’s
admirers in the media, one major gain
has already been achieved in the break-up
of the sham unity which the parties to
the Dublin Forum boasted about.

Being in control of the situation, the
IRA will not iet Hume off the hook which

claims that he will simply make a

The UDR soldier was shot
dead at 9.40am on Friday morn-
ing, February 1st, at Derrylin
in County Fermanagh, in an
ambush outside St Mary’s pri-
mary school. Several IRA Vol-
unteers using high-velocity rifles
were involved in the attack on
the soldier as he sat alonein the
school bus which he drove.

IRA intelligence had been
monitoring his movements for
some time and great care was
taken in selecting the ambush
point in order to minimise any
risk to civilians.

The soldier was killed almost

But arguments

THE FIRST crown forces fatality of 1985 occurred during
one of a series of intensified IRA operations which took
place during the last week. Operations in Belfast, Ferman-
agh, Tyrone and South Armagh left one UDR soldier dead,
a second wounded and an RUC man slightly injured.

instantly and immediately fol-
lowing the attack the surround-
ing area was sealed off by hun-
dreds of Brits, RUC and UDR.
Despite this the IRA Volunteers
evaded capture and returned
safely to base.

STATEMENT

In a statement claiming re-
sponsibility for the attack, the
South Fermanagh Brigade IRA
said:

““This operation was careful-
ly planned and timed so as not
to interfere with schoolchildren
who the UDR soldier had ar-

which might carry
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rived to collect.

“Those clerics and politicians
who have been quick to con-
demn and criticise the attack
should save their condemnation
for the Brits and the school
boards who allow children to be
driven by UDR soldiers, and
who involve children in counter-
insurgency programmes, under
the guise of ji it

1
® RUC and UDR m
IRA’s attack a¢ Derrylj;

reminder to the sh_that 7their Irish

e

in,

" 8t the scene of the
County Fermanagh

he has unwittingly fashioned for himself.

Road. The attack occurred ar-
ound 2pm when IRA Volun-
teers opened. fire from a house
in Riverdale Park North.

In a statement claiming re-
sponsibility for the ambush, the
Belfast Brigade said:

“An active service unit, ar-
med with automatic weapons,

y r

“The IRA in South Ferman-
agh warns everyone — parents,
clergy and school principals — to
take note that there will be no
hiding-place for members of the
crown forces.”

BELFAST

Later that same day, IRA
Volunteers in West Belfast open-
ed fire on a British army foot-
patrol on the Andersonstown

ked a British army foot-
patrol. As the ASU was with-
drawing from the area, their
vehicle failed to start.

“British troops rushed to the
scene of the attack and exchang-
ed shots with the Volunteers,
but were unable to prevent them
withdrawing safely from the area.

“The RUC reacted to the
attack by imposing a mini-
curfew in the Riverdale area
and have been raiding the dis-
trict since.”

NEWTOWNBUTLER-

An RUC man in South Fer-
managh narrowly escaped death
in the early hours of Sunday
morning, February 3rd, during
an attack by IRA Volunteers.
The ambush, which occurred on
the Lisnaskea Road, near New-
townbutler, County Fermanagh,
involved several IRA Volunteers
using high-velocity weapons who
fired at the RUC man as he drove
along the road.
: The vehicle was hit several
times, but the RUC man escaped
serious injury and had only to
be treated in hospital for cuts
caused by flying glass,

CROSSMAGLEN
The British Parachute Regi-
ment was the target for an IRA
car-bomb attack in Crossmaglen,
South Armagh, on Tuesday
February 5th. The bomb had

VIV O iy

been placed in a red Escort car
and left in the Rathview Park
housing estate off the Castle-
blayney Road.

In a statement, the 2nd Bat-
talion, South Armagh Brigade
IRA, said that around 2pm a four-
man patrol of the Paras, based
at the barracks in Crossmaglen,
was passing the vehicle when an
IRA  Volunteer detonated the
bomb. The Paras narrowly es-
caped injury, and the care taken
by the IRA ensured no civilians
were hurt in the ambush.

TYRONE

A few hours later a UDR sol-
dier, who had just left work, was
ambushed by IRA Volunteers in
Drapersfield, County Tyrone.
Two IRA Volunteers had taken
over a house in Drapersfield,
about three miles from Cooks-
town. As the soldier drove past
they opened fire hitting him in
the head. The soldier was rushed
to hospital where it was stated
tr:’at he was not seriously injur-
ed.

An exhaustive follow-up se-
arch by crown forces found
nothing. The IRA Volunteers
left the area unhindered.

BESSBROOK

In an earlier attack on Jan-
uary 24th, an IRA ASU from
South Down ambushed a UDR
major in Bessbrook.
_ After commandeering a house
in the area the previous night,
the IRA Volunteers lay in wait
for the UDR soldier, opening
fire on him with automatic
weapons as he drove past.

Although his car was hit sev-
eral times, the UDR officer
escaped injury.
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ON THURSDAY, January 31st,
a debate took place on BBC radio
between Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams and SDLP |eader John
Hume. The purpose of this Behind
the Headlines programme was to
elaborate on a possible interaction
between Sinn Fein and the SDLP
after next May's local council
elections, and also Sinn Fein's
influence on the SDLP's policies.

The debate, however, will not be
remembered for any of the important
points it raised. Towards the end, Gerry
Adams told Hume his party would issue
an invitation to the SDLP for talks, And
it is Hume’s somewhat startled answer
to that invitation, and the aftermath,
which have been making the headlines
and provoking the political and media
reaction.

During the debate, Hume had been
challenged to state his position regarding
the British government'’s refusal to meet
Sinn Fein elected representatives. “/t
is none of the SDLP’s business”, Hume
said, trying to evade the issue. Pressed
further, he waffled.

“We talk to anybody that can bring
a resolution to this problem, and we
talk to British ministers for that reason,
Jjust as we talk to anybody else who's
involved in the electoral process.

“’Either people are entitled to stand
for election and be elected and get all
the "rights of the entire democratic
process, or they are not”, he added.
Fine rhetoric for the benefit of radio
listeners. However, Hume’s democratic
principles were to be tested shortly af-
terwards when, after an exchange on
electoral agreements, Gerry Adams said:

“l have down forour national execu-
tive meeting very soon the issue of an
invitation from Sinn Fein to the SDLP
about pan-nationalist interests. | would
like to see some response from Mr Hume
perhaps on that.”

“Now, here, at this minute?” mum-
bled Hume, before launching into a
tirade about the ‘Provisional Republican
Movement'’ and saying:

“As | understand the Provisional
Republican Movement, Sinn Fein are
subject in all matters to the Army Coun-
cil... then if I'm to talk to the Provisional
Movement | want to talk to the people
who are making the decisions.”

He would tell them violence wul! not

achieve anything, Hume said, adding
the ludicrous comment that “violence
committed against the lIrish pedple has
always brought change, but not violence
committed by them”. The campaign in
the Twenties had “achieved nothing”,
he declared — a view of which few of
his Free State allies would approve.
Pressed again by Gerry Adams on the
question of talking to Sinn Fein, Hume
was evasive once more, reiterating his
intention to speak to the IRA leadership:
“l want to talk to the people who
make the de in the f i
Movement”, he- said again, impervious
to explanations by Gerry Adams that
those who make decisions for Sinn
Fein are the Sinn Fein ard comhairle.

But nothing could hide the fact that
the media’s blue-eyed boy had been
caught on the hop by Gerry. Adams’
invitation, and that he had within ten
minutes given the lie to his ‘d ic

ship of the IRA, in a statement signed
‘P. O'Neill’, accepted Hume's request
for talks, saying:

“We welcome this opportunity to
rebut the disastrous consequences for the
nationalist community of the SDLP’s
stance.” For years, the SDLP by its
weakness on the British presence, the
loyalist veto and.lIrish reunification, had
allowed the Brits to continue trying to
enforce internal solutions, the statement
said, adding:

“We have - plenty to discuss. We are
also confident that Mr Hume can take
adequate security precautions for the
meeting. We await his response and will
be in contact.”

In an attempt to make some capital
out of what had turned out to be a
blunder, Hume declared that the IRA
statement was an “implicit admission
that the leadership of the Provisional
IRA were the real leaders of the Repub-
lican Movement”. He added:

“| would welcome an opportunity
to meet them face to face”, while stres-
sing again that all he wanted to say was
to ask them to stop the ‘campaign of
violence’, .

Unionist reaction was swift and ut-
terly predictable. Hume's apparent willing-
ness to talk to the IRA at the drop of
a hat incensed both the DUP and OUP
who had been trying independently to
get the SDLP to the conference table
and, ultimately, back into Stormont.

If Hume goes ahead with this, we call -

off our offer of talks, the DUP said. And *

OUP general secretary Frank Millar
warned of “substantial and immediate
reluctance” in the OUP to any dialogue
with the SDLP in those circumstances.

INVITE

principles’ by refusing to meet Sinn
Fein.

Hume's response was an attempt by
him to avoid the issue of talks with Sinn
Fein on the spurious pretext that that
party were not the real “decision-makers”.
However Hume’s silly ‘take-me-to-your-
leader’ attitude was to have far-reaching
- consequences.

LEADERSHIP

On Friday, February 1st, the leader-

BSINIUE, - aNGLSTE e e

M il day, February
2nd, the ard comharile of Sinn Fein
decided to invite the SDLP for talks on
“the republican analysis of the situation,,
the SDLP’s constitutional nationalist ap-
proach, post-Forum political develop-
ments, and how best to defend and
pursue national interests”, particularly
within local councils after next May’s
elections.

“There is no reason to stop Hume
meeting us as well”, Sinn Fein’s direc-
tor of publicity, Danny Morrisan, pointed
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The Sinn Fein invitation, however,
was immediately dismissed by Hume,
as was Sinn Fein. “Mere surrogates”,
Hume called them.

By Sunday morning, Hume's ‘IRA
talks’ were the front-page story for most
Sunday papers.

But while Hume was attempting to
build the whole episode into some sort
of ‘peace initiative’, in. Dublin those
events were being perceived as a breach
of the anti-republican alliance which had
kept republican spokespersons out of
RTE, Sinn Fein councillors out of official
delegations and Sinn Fein out of the
Forum deliberations.

“No talks should be held with the
IRA in advance of their declaring a truce”,
said Free State deputy-premier Dick
Spring. And Finance Minister Alan
Dukes commented that he was “per-
sonally” against the talks. 3

The Sunday Tribune spoke of a
“feeling” in Free State government
circles that Hume had been “manoeu-
vered” into a position which would
jegpardise talks with unionists. But the
fact that Free State premier Garret
FitzGerald felt he had to go to RTE
and read a prepared statement gave a
clue to the annoyance and embarrassment
caused by Hume to his Free State friends.

CLEA

FitzGerald was clear — for once.
Any meeting between Hume and the
IRA would be “broken up” and “mem-
bers of the Army Council, if identified,
would be arrested”, he warned, adding
that he presumed the twenty-six counties
would not be used for such a meeting.

Incidentally, listing his reasons for not
talking to the IRA, FitzGerald accused
them of having “provoked retaliations
which killed 560 Catholics”.

The Northern-based group ‘Silent Too Long’
issued a scathing reply to FitzGerald's spurious
claims. Apart from the fact that “a/most 750
innocent Catholics have been murdered by
loyalists” and close to 200 by the British Army
or RUC, “many of the victims were murdered
during the two IRA ceasefires in the early
Seventies when there was a dramatic increase in
the number of sectarian killings”, FitzGerald
was told.

And In contrast to the Coalition’s condem-,
natlon of Hume’s offer of talks to the IRA,
Fianna Fail leader Charles Haughey expressed
“full support” for Hume’s “initiative” and
wished him well. The Forum partnership looked
well and truly broken,

However, it would be naive to explain the
difference in FitzGerald’s and Haughay's re-
action by a lesser or greater degree of ‘nation-
alism’ — verbal or otherwise. Haughey in op-
position and in government are two different
persons.

" And FitzGerald's prepared statement had
been composed with an eye on the forthcom-
ing_Anglo-Irish summit, and before that Mon-
day’s meeting between Barry, Hurd and British
Foreign Secretary Geoffray Howe.

British reaction was equally condemnatory.
Tory MP Michael Mates declered on Sunday
that Hume's initiative had caused the Dublin
nbar at a
time when efforts were being made to patch
up their relationship with the Thatcher govern-
ment.

British direct-ruler Douglas Hurd expressed
the hope that the meeting would not take
place, “give credence to the
id political force”.

UROR

And all the while, unionist furore raged
on. Unionist spokespersons were having a field
day, pointing to Hume as the person respons-
ible for the breakdown of talks.

Hume is “Dringing down the shutters on
political progress”, OUP leader James Moly-
neaux said. Hume should be interviewed by
the RUC immediately after the meeting, de-
clared DUP chief-whip Jim Allister. The only
statements of support for Hume came from
Haughey, Bishop Edward Daly of Derry and
British Labour Party spokesperson Peter Archer.

Despite the controversy, however, Hume
was afforded the usual, overgenerous and un-
critical media coverage, being allowed to make
all sorts of declarations without ever being
challenged. |n reply to Hurd's eriticism, for

, Hume said that Hurd too had met the
IRA in secret in 1978,

That was a lie: the meeting which took
place in Ballymurphy in 1978 was between
Hurd and two Sinn Fein spokespersons, Gerry
Adams and Danny Morrison, with BBC journ-
alists present,

On several occasions Hume also spoke of
an |IRA ‘invitation’ to him, while in fact during
the radio debate, it was Hume who had ignored
Sinn Fein's invitation and instead challenged
the IRA to have talks — a challenge which the
IRA took up.

Meanwhile over the weekend, the BBC, for
instance, operated a black-out on Sinn Fein
ing Gerry Adams’ response to
lons until late on Monday.

S

The controversy is presently dying down.
What will remain is that Hume tried and temp-
orarily succeeded in diverting attention from
the question of talks between the SDLP and
Sinn Fein.

The average SDLP voter has no qualms
about talks with the IRA — nor for that matter
about talks with Sinn Fein, and on this point
Hume’s ‘subtle’ distinction may well have
escaped nationalist voters.

In the Free State, however, Hume is now
perceived as having been outmanoeuvred by
the IRA. The hitherto ‘infallible’ nationalist
leader has soiled his track record. And Hume
can expect more criticism from his Free State
allies after the event, since obviously his read-
ing a prepared speech to the IRA, and the IRA’s
response will show ‘Hume the peacemaker’ as
a fake.

Hume’s move might have given the union-
ists a ready-made excuse to renege on their
offers of talks. But for the British government,
and in particular for Hurd's attempts to bring
the SDLP and the unionists to the conference
table to hammer out another internal settle-
ment, the whole thing is a disaster.

And when all is said and done, Hume still
has to explain, as Gerry Adams said, “why he
refuses to meet Sinn Fein, given that in the
Autumn of 1980 Seamus Mallon and John
McEvoy met with Danny Morrison and Joe
Austin for a series of talks, and never once
queried that our representatives were not speak-
ing for an autonomous organisation”,

The SDLP and Sinn Fein will have to talk
anyway, sooner or later, at council level. The
matters listed in the Sinn Fein invitation to
the SDLP will still be on the agenda.

And whether John Hume likes it or not,
Sinn Fein's electoral involvement will continue
to exert political pressure on the SDLP and
force the SDLP away from their usual comp-
romising line.
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WHILE the proposed IRA/Hume
talks had Coalition ministers seeth-
ing for much of the past week, the
controversy helped them, to an ex:
tent, by temporarily diverting media
attention from last week's budget.

Criticism of the measures introduced in
the budget came from every angle — ex-
cept big business. Trade unionists, youth
groups and poverty agencies were united
in anger at measures which will mean a
decline in the standard of living of under-
privileged people in the twenty-six coun-
ties.

Not even the juggling of the tax-bands
(the main feature of the budget) could
hide the fact that only people earning over
£38,000 yearly will benefit.

Regardless of all this, the deputy-
leader of the Coalition, Dick Spring, an-
nounced that his party “subscribes fully”
to the budget’s provisions, even though he
admitted “it /s not a socialist budget”.

Coming from the leader of the sup-
posedly socialist Labour Party, this was
guaranteed to cause further dissension
within that party’s troubled ranks and,
sure enough, within hours, Spring’s view-
point was being publicly attacked by eight
members of his party’s administrative
council.

They said in a statement that the bud-
get would act as a ‘spur’ to getting Labour
out of Coalition, but this ‘militancy’

femporary div

will undoubtedly be rejected by the bulk
of a party which seems to have a near-
suicidal wish to be wiped out at the polls
next time round.

With unemployment increasing to
234,064 (a rise of 8,619 in January)
neither Labour nor their Fine Gael part-
ners in Coalition, can expect to be very
popular at the moment. After all, this is the
highest monthly increase in unemployment
since July 1982.

Regardless of their disastrous record
in government, however, the Coalition
leadership is determined to continue its
efforts to rehabilitate its image with the

public. It was revealed in the /rish Press of
February 1st, that Garret FitzGerald apd
his ministers are planning a series of visits
to ‘marginal’ constituencies where they are
In extreme danger of losing seats at the
next election.

OBNOXIOUS

Over last weekend it was announced by
the Coalition Justice Minister, Michael
Noonan, that the Criminal Justice Act
would come into operation on March 1st.
Many of the most obnoxious features of
the Act will be delayed, however, pending
the introduction of a complaints procedure

and rules governing the treatment of peopjy
in garda custody. Even th& cosmetic
changes will do nothing to improve an Acy
which has been denounced consistently by
civil liberties and legal bodies.

On Monday of this week, the Coalition
Foreign Minister, Peter Barry, met the Nor.
thern direct-ruler, Douglas Hurd, for talks
about what sort of ‘involvement and co.
operation’ the Dublin government coulg
give Britain in “bringing about certajp
changes” in the six counties.

All that they revealed after these talks,
the first post-Chequers summit meeting of
Barry and Hurd, was that another summit
is now unlikely before Easter. Further se.
curity collaboration, which Hurd describegq
as “a working solid relationship”, was djs.
cussed as was the operation of the Preven.
tion of Terrorism Act (PTA).

Having been briefed by Hurd, Peter
Barry returned to Leinster House on Tyes.
day, where he ridiculously claimed that the
IRA is responsible for the ‘pressure’ being
put on the Irish community by the oper-
ation of the PTA.

This view, that British injustice would
miraculously disappear if the IRA did not
exist, came in response to a Fianna Faj|
motion condemning the PTA. It was point-
ed out, though, that when in government
Fianna Fail had never made a single protest
about the operation of the PTA.

But even Fianna Fail rhetoric wasn't
enough to persuade the Coalition to con-
front Britain, and on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6th, the motion was defeated.

her dismissal. However, this was
placed in its proper perspective
when the former school principal,
" Sister MacDonagh, alimitted that
the main subject matter when
discussing Eileen Flynn with the
regional superior in June 1981

man, the father of her child.
The case opened on Tuesday,
February 5th, with the convent’s

JUDGEMENT has been reserved in the Dublin High Court
case of Eileen Flynn, the New Ross, County Wexford, school-
teacher who claims she was unfairly dismissed by the Holy
Faith Convent School because she is living with a married

counsel arguing that Eileen Flynn’s
work record was also a factor in

was her private life and that “ac-
ademic matters were relatively
minor”.

Sister MacDonagh also told the
court that Eileen Flynn had not
been told of any specific require-
ments regarding her private life
when she was first employed and
that Eileen Flynn had constantly
maintained that what she did in
her private life was her own
business and not that of the
school.

‘FRESH START'

On April 29th 1982, Sister
Power, a general manager for the
Holy Faith convents, met with
Eileen Flynn and suggested that
it would be a ‘good idea’ if she
had a ‘fresh start’ in a new school.
Eileen Flynn replied that she
loved the man she was with and
could not leave him or the area.

| day, February 5th, after ten years i
| To inflict maximum suffering on a
man who spent seven of those ten
| years in solitary confinement, Mick
Murray was held in custody unti|
4pm on the day of his release.
He was notified by the prison auth.
orities in Hull on Saturday, February
| 2nd, that an exclusion order had been

SEVENYEARS
INSOLITARY

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

MICK MURRAY, from Donnycarn

Sister Power met Eileen again
on August 6th and then wrote to
her, suggesting that it would be in
hsr: ‘best interests’ to resign. If no
resignation was forthcoming then
she would be dismissed.

On August 13th, three days

ey in Dublin, was released on Tues-

mprisonment in English jails.

served on him and that he would be
Put on the Liverpool to Dublin fer

on l':- day of his release. B

urray’s family and fri

not told what wnv hlpmr’l‘;lr:“:: :l.l'n.
where ‘he was or how he would bQ.
travelling, until late an Tuesday. |n
fact o welcoming committee oI. his

®Eileen Flynn leaving the Four Courts, Dublin, after the hearing

before Sister Power’s deadline for
a reply, Eileen Flynn said that she
was not going to resign. She was
dismissed on August 22nd 1982.

Justice Costello reserved his
judgement on Wednesday, Feb:
ruary 6th,

family and friends spent most of the
day waiting in vain at Dublin airport.

' He was held in Hull until 4pm
when he was handed over to polic®
who drove him immediately to the
Liverpool ferry. He was held in an of-
fice at the quayside until he could b8
Put on the boat, but even then wai
locked In the captain's cabin untl
the ferry set sail.

Waiting for him when the bost
docked in Dublin were his daught®f
Theresa and her family, and
friends and supporters.

During his ten years incarceratio®
Mick Murray was shifted from vrﬂ
to prison all over England, and was
nine different prisons in all. He We
sentenced to 12 years in 1975 o
charges of conspiracy and bombind:. it

Mick Murray’s indomitable spir
and dedication to upubllw\lﬂ"-ﬂ
not been quenched by his lond V! o
of imprisonment, in spite of ‘n
vicious imposition of punllﬁm."
which meant a total of seven Y of!
solitary confinement and the 105

R T v v N
VAN

2% years remission,
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coercion

A YOUNG Crossmaglen man has revealed that he has been a

victim of RUC attempts to recruit an informer in the South

Armagh town.
Eighteen-year-old Patrick Mc-
Donnell, who lives with his

widowed mother, four younger
brothers and a sister, was first
approached by the RUC last
September, following an incident
in which British soldiers fired
shots at a crashed car which,
they alleged, had driven through a
checkpoint.

Although nobody was found at
the scene of the crash, the RUC
arrested McDonnell from his
home the following morning,
claiming that he had been the
driver of the car.

Threatening to bring a charge
of attempted murder against him,
for supposedly trying to drive
over a British soldier at the

" checkpoint, the RUC told Mc-
Donnell that he could avoid any
charges by working for them.

Terrified, he agreed and was
then told to report the movements
of local people, and especially

those who frequented a pub near
his home. As a further threat
they warned that, if he didn't
co-operate, he would. be impli-
cated in the next IRA attack in
the area. The information he
collected was to be passed on to
one of his RUC interrogators
named Dixon.

INTERROGATION

McDonnell was again arrested,
around Christmas, and brought
by helicopter to Bessbrook Bar-
racks where he was interrogated
again. Dixon was present during
the interrogation and the demand
for information was made again.

After being stopped on a num-
ber of occasions since then,
both by Dixon and a British army
officer who asked if he had any
information for them, McDonnell
took the wise step of contacting
Sinn Fein in Crossmaglen and told
them of the mental torture which

| BY ROBERT CARLIN |

JIM McALLISTER, Sinn Fein elected representative for South
Armagh, was arrested by the RUC in a follow-up operation
after a bomb attack on the British army in Crossmaglen.

A large number of paratroopers
had flooded the town after the
blast, and a number of them ac-
costed McAllister outside the Sinn
Fein office. Although McAllister
is well known to them, they in-
sisted that he identify himself.
McAllister responded to this act
of petty harassment by giving
his name and address in Irish.

The paratroopers then. called
McAllister to one side, but he re-
fused to move from where he was
standing, telling them that if they
wanted to speak to him then
they would have to come to him.

The confused Brits then called
the RUC. When they arrived, an
RUC man asked McAllister for his
name and address, even though it
is inconceivable that a local RUC
man would not know exactly who
he is. When McAllister again an-
.swered in Irish, the RUC man
grabbed him -by the lapels and
told him he was under arrest —
“for refusing to speak the Queen’s
English”, as McAllister put it.

©JIM McALLISTER
McAllister was released after roughly
an hour. He was told that the relevant
authorities would be contacted with a
view to prosecution on a charge of
! obstruction.

DISRUPT
Another RUC attempt to disrupt
Ppolitical in South
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Crossmagleny

BY ROBERT CARLIN

he had endured at the hands of
the RUC over the last four mon-
ths.

In a statement commenting on
this incident, Jim McAllister, Sinn
Fein elected representative for Ar-
magh, said:

3 |
“This Is the latest.in a line of

such incidents in South Armagh
and Newry, .and unfortunately
there are other people in the same
predicament who are afraid and
ashamed to come forward. | ap-
peal to such people to come to
Sinn Fein or their local clergy.
1 am also asking the local clergy
to make a statement on this
issue and Jet people know that
they are willing to help. People
in this predicament should realise
that their enemy is the RUC
and British army and that the
people themselves are the victims.”

The IRA in South Armagh
urge all those who have been
blackmailed and bribed into giving
information to the Brits/RUC to
come forward and clear their
names:

”These\ people, both in the

Armagh occurred last week, when an
advice worker at Sinn Fein’s Camlough
office was held for nearly three days
in Castlereagh Interrogation Centre.

Eithne McAteer (24) was arrested
early last “Tuesday, January 2Sth,
from her home in Newry’s Derrybeg
estate and taken first to Gough Bar-
racks, Armagh, and then to Belfast,
where her RUC. interrogators repeat-
edly demanded information on Sinn
Fein activists in South Armagh.

She was also subjected to continual
verbal abuse, much of it sexist, from
RUC Special Branch personnel, who
patronisingly advised her .to “get
married” and stop working in the ad-
vice centre,

Making threats that she would be
continually rearrested and that she
would “not be getting out next time”,
the RUC told McAteer they would
put her in Armagh Jail “for five or
ten years”.

INTIMIDATION

In a further unstccessful attempt
at intimidation, the RUC stated they
they would ‘meet’ her at 12,30 on
Monday afternédn on the Camlough
Road near her home.

McAteer was finally freed at
9.15pm on Thursday, January 31st.
Contrary to the procedures laid down
in'the aftermath &f the British govern-

BY ROBERT CARLIN.

SINN FEIN’S Owen Carron has denied a claim by the DUP's
Ivan Foster that he is “officer commanding” the IRA in

County Fermanagh.

Foster had made the accu-
sation, protected by the spurious
“privilege’ of the Stormont Assem-
bly, during a debate there on
Tuesday, February 5th. He claln::

stop the RUC from arresting
Carron over the documents.

Rejecting the allegation of the
Third Force commander, Carron
said:

“I absolutels

refute the alle-

ed he had found
proving that Carron was “o/c

gations. They are the height of
Obvi

of the IRA in F The

" 'NIO, said Foster, had moved to

ly Mr Foster
would like to see me dead and he

Bennett - report,

is trying to set me up for assass-
ination by the Third Force.”

He added that even if Mr
Foster were to make allegations
outside the Assembly, he could
not expect justice from the loy-
alist courts.

Foster went on to say during
his speech that not enough men
were on special surveillance duty
on the day of the IRA’s shooting
of a UDR man. He made the
strange claim that more men

should be assigned * to " ‘special~ - skea,” -who- tras- been-the -souree - -to-Foster-in-the-past.-

1

@ PATRICK McDONNELL

towns and outside, who are well
known to us, are once again get-
ting an opportunity to redeem
themselves and expose the corrupt
practices of the Brits/RUC in their
attempts to collect information.”

WEST BELFAST
A 27-year-old Falls Road man,
arrested and held in Castlereagh
Interrogation Centre for 36 hours,
was the subject of another RUC
recruitment attempt recently.

The man was arrested by the
RUC at his home in the Lower
Falls in the early hours of Satur-
day, January 19th, and brought to
Castlereagh. They told the man,

who doesn’t wish to be named,
that they knew he was doing the
‘double’ — driving a private taxi
while signing on as unemployed-
They went on to link him with
the Brighton bombing, saying that
he had been in London with 2
construction expert around the
time of the attack. He was, IN
fact, in London to buy a black
tax| for a friend.

The two detectives went on 0
quiz him about his fellow em-
ployees at a West Belfast taxi
depot, and about his previous
place of employment.

QUESTIONED

“They questioned me about
my friends — they mentioned a
lot of names. They asked me did
| know xxxxx, who, they said
is Danny Morrison’s driver. T_hen
they said, ‘you’re in serious
trouble over all this, so I'll put
it bluntly — would you assist the
police?” They went on to ask me
if they called the depot and told

-me to pick one of them up would
I do it. | said no.”

The detectives said that the
man had been running errands
for the IRA in his private taxi and
assured him that when he got out
they would give him plenty of
trouble regarding the PSV and tax
on his taxi.

Last week the man was stop-
ped by the RUC who told him
they would charge him with
failure to wear a seat-belt — some-
thing taxi drivers are not requi-
red to do — and also said they
were reporting him for failure to
display his tax disc.

@Sinn Fein advice
it

during her time in Castlereagh she
had been denied access.to her solicitor,
who had that morning been falsely
informed - by. the RUC that she had
already been released.

When Eithne McAteer subsequently
checked items confiscated during the
raid on her home (items which in-

surveillance duty guarding off-
duty UDR men. Who, one won-
ders, would then watch the watch-
ers?

Presumably Foster envisages a
time when the efforts of the UDR
will be devoted entirely to the
surveillance of their off-duty com-
rades.

The information which led to
Foster’s allegations is believed to
have come from RUC Super-
intendant Basil Elliot of Lisna-

cluded religious relics, personal letters,
posters and back issues of AP/RN)
she discovered evidence of a crude
RUC frame-up attempt, several un-
known names and addresses having
been written into an old notebook
belonging to her younger sister.

| ®OWEN CARRON

of a series of ‘inspired’ leaks
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THE BORDER TOWN of Dundalk
is reeling from yet another indust-
rial body-blow following the an-
nouncement that the Clarks foot-
wear factory is to close.

The County Louth town already has
an unemployment rate of 24% — the
highest in the twentysix counties — and
370 more workers will now be joining the
3,500 presently on the dole.

This announcement follows hard on
the heels of the Labour/Fine Gael bud-
get’s 10% VAT rate on adult footwear
and will see the traditional shoemaking
ndustry workforce in Dundalk dwindle
to 200 from what was 2,000 at one
stage.

The closure, which has been blamed
on the flooding of the footwear market
by cheap imports — 60% from Britain
and most of the rest from Italy, Spain
and Portugal — has been attacked by Sinn
Fein County and Urban District Council-
lor Fra Browne, who accused the Clarks
management and the Dublin government
of conning the workforce.

Fra Browne told AP/RN:

“In spite of their previous denials,
management and the IDA have been neg-
otiating with Dublin government depart-
ments about the factory’s future.

“Since June 1983, Dundalk Industrial
Council has been calling on Industry Min-
ister John Bruton for a meeting to discuss

BY BRENDAN KERR| |

ur P P

We're still waiting for a m:.'etfngl

“The ‘knock-on’ effects of the loss to
the local economy of £60,000 wages
very week will be catastrophic.”
b5 “ne i é
The ITGWU has rejected the Cork Gas
Company’s deadline of February 21st for
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an overtime ban in support of the dis- has raised almost £100,000 for the strik-

pute.
e

Labour Court talks aimed at resolving
the dispute at Winstanley’s footwear
factory in Dublin’s Liberties (see last
week’s AP/RN) broke down late on
Friday night and the workforce have
reoccupied the plant. The sit-in had been

the 1ce of 85 redund: among
the 190-strong workforce.

ITGWU spokesperson Seamus Connol-
ly said:

“These red are not Y,
and if we were to allow them, the service
to consumers would deteriorate even
further.”

ran

NEETU craftsmen at Drogheda’s Oil &
Cake Mills have placed pickets in pursuit
of a settlement of 23rd and 24th pay-
round increases.

There have been no pay rises since
December 1983 and, although product-
ion workers are passing the pickets, the
ATGWU and ITGWU are implementing

THE RUC this week arrested a 19-
year-old County Tyrone man at

debank Young Offenders Detent-
ion Centre, and took him away, caus-
ing considerable distress to the young
man’s family, who knew nothing of
his whereabouts.

Paul Quinn, from Ashfield Gardens,
Fintona, County Tyrone, has been ar,
rested at least seven times within the last
nine weeks by the RUC. About ten days
ago, he was again arrested, brought to
Omagh Barracks and told that if he became
a paid RUC spy, the outstanding amount
he owed in a fine (almost £200) would be
settled by the RUC.

Among those he was asked to spy on
was Omagh man Dominic Darcy, whose
home was subsequently raided by the RUC.

Quinn sensibly refused to get involved
with the RUC and several days after being

ded to allow talks to go ahead.
s

Just as they were leaving the product-
ion line for their Christmas holidays,
workers at the Litex Jeans factory in
Kilkee, County Clare, were told by man-
agement not to bother returning after the
break as the factory was closing down.

Most of the 30 workers are women.

e

Workers at Storage Technology, Jam-
estown Road, Finglas, Dublin, are still
fighting to save over 300 jobs at the
plant.

The Dublin Council of Trade Unions

released, he was arrested at his home on

Wednesday, January 30th, and was de-_ /s arresteq by the

tained in Hydebank Young Offenders Cen-
tre to serve a 14-day sentence over non-
payment of the fine. His home was later
thoroughly searched.

On Tuesday, February 5th, he was
taken out of Hydebank, arrested by the
RUC under Section 12 of the PTA, a seven-
day order, and s now undergoing interrog-
ation in Gough Barracks, Armagh.

MORRISON

The RUC’s actions have been described
as “nothing short of kidnapping” by Sinn
Fein elected representative Danny Morris-
on, who said in a statement:

“The Quinn family have complained
that the RUC are trying to intimidate Paul
into b ing an inf The method:
used by the RUC in this case, which break
even thelr own laws, again utterly disprove
their claim to have community support.

o5

= e

ing British miners.
wae

More than 70 workers are to lose their
jobs at the Lovell & Christmas pork fac-
tory at Ahoghill, County Antrim,

Redundancy notice has been served by
the Irish. Sugar Company in Carlow on
20 of its craftsmen.

The Brigidine Sisters religious order
has called on Dunnes Stores to respect
the conscientious objections of its work-
ers to handling produce from racist
South Africa and to allow the 13 anti-
apartheid strikers at the Henry Street,
Dublin, branch to return to work.

Dublin  Sinn Fein trade
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been rej; 9
of four workers who were sacked for
‘picket-line activities’.

ane

Members of the ITGWU have served
strike notice on the Hospital Joint Ser- %
vices Board, which supplies hospitals
with sterile items and laundry, which
expires next Monday, February 11th. E

The dispute is over compensation for
lost overtime earnings.

There will be more redundancies in
Carlow in the near future, this time at %
Thomas Thompson & Son Ltd where :
four workers are to lose their jobs.

Six other workers who are being laid
off “temporarily’ have been told that they

be

raised over £100 for the 30-week-old
strike at a benefit social last Saturday.

A pay settlement to end the 18-week-
old strike at Lee Strand Creamery has

“Anyone who

RUC and whom
they attempt to
blackmail should
contact Sinn Fein
or their solicitor
and should make
a full and public
statement to pro-
tect themselves.
The home of

. Dominic Darcy at
Tattyreagh, Om-
agh, County Ty-
rone, was raided by a |ar,

©DANNY MORRISON

at around 6am |ast Erkis) ge force of RUC

February {st,

CHILDREN

Darey’s four
from six to 13 children, whose ages ran,

ge
. Were ordered
and were put under house mo;‘n‘-::m

will ployed in March.

e ;

Spratt’s Lucas, dog-food producers in
Dublin’s Allingham Street, will close
down its manufacturing operation next
month, putting 34 workers on the dole.

foom. Much to the children’s embarrass:
ment, they had to get dressed in front of
these gun-toting strangers, and were even
followed into the bathroom. 5

Personal papers belonging to Dominic
Darcy were also scrutinised by the RUC
raiding party, who broke the runners on 8
Wardrobe and damaged the family’s electric
cooker;

The raid has been condemned by local
Sln'n Fein representative Gerry McMen-
amin, who was called to the house durind
the raid. He said;

“The RUC had no reason or pretext for
the raid, which lasted until 9,50am. IIIIV'I
no doubt that this heavy search is part ©
a long, ongoing vendetta against Domini
Darcy because of his republican leanings-

On the same morming as the Darcy raid:
two other nationalist homes in near!
Fintona were also searched for sovera!

|




| B8Y EAMON TRACY

UNIONIST POLITICIANS, as well
as the commander of the UDR, ral-
lied to the defence of the regiment
n the face of several weeks of in-
creasing criticism of its role and
acceptability.

The recent conviction of one soldier
for the murder of Sinn Fein election
worker Peter Corrigan, the shooting dead
of a West Belfast joy-rider, and the charg-
ing on Friday afternoon, February 1st,
of another UDR soldier with the kidnap-
ping of the 37-year-old wife of an Armagh
car dealer, have all once again drawn at-
tention to the criminal nature of the
UDR

DUP MP William McCrea and Official
Unionist Fraser Agnew both praised the
UDR, while Sammy Wilson, DUP press
officer, struck the right note for nation-
alists when he claimed that the same tac-
tic was being employed against the UDR
“which led to the destruction of the ‘B”
Specials — a of iting
the mainstay of our security forces”,

The commander of the UDR, Bri

©® WILLIAM McCREA

s
SAMMY WILSON

defended its record.

adier Roger Preston, also jumped to the
defence of his regiment in an RTE inter-
view on Sunday, February 3rd, when he

PHASED OUT

The Labour Party spokesperson on the
added fuel to th

T

ATTEMPTS by the loyalist majority on

Belfast City Council

to disenfranchise thousands of nationalist voters are set to

dent,

Sandy Row DUP Councillor

controversy when he told a meeting of
the Labour Party in Birmingham that the
UDR should be phased out. Archer’s
‘concern, however, was not with resolv-
ing the fundamental issue of the British
presence, and the sectarianism and div-
Islons that presence creates, but with
finding means to win support from the
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SDLP and Free State political parties
for an internal six counties solution.

Owen Carron, Sinn Fein elected rep-
resentative for Fermanagh/South Tyrone,
described talk of phasing out the UDR as
| a “cosmetic exercise”. He said: 2

“L ast November, a group of British
politicians and academics, under the
chairmanship of Lord Kilbrandon, pro-
posed that the UDR be phased out and
replaced by an expanded RUC.

“In 1970, the Brits phased out the
‘B’ Specials, an lusively Pr

force, and replaced it with the UDR,
another exclusively Protestant force.

“Now 15 years on, with the reput-
ation of the UDR as infamous as that of
its predecessor, the Brits appear once
again to be thinking of a cosmetic change.
An expanded RUC is, after all, an ex-
panded Protestant force.

“The reality for nationalists in the six
counties is that irrespective of the name
of the force, its uniform or badge, all
such forces are crown forces with only
one objective, the maintenance of the
British presence and the domination of
unionism.”

continue, despite Monday’s High Court ruling that the coun-

cil had acted beyond its powers in pend
People’s Democracy Councillor John McAnulty.

McAnulty had been excluded
from council meetings since last
December when, during a debate
on the Whiterock leisure centre,
he referred to the Union Jack's
historical title of ‘the butcher’s
apron’, and later refused to apolo-
gise.

More significant than this flimsy
pretext, however, the incident
coincided with DUP calls for
councils throughout the North to
“ostracise” Sinn Fein elected rep-
resentatives in advance of the
expected influx of republican
councillors after next May's elec-
tions.

indafinital

Eric Smyth ttempted to shout
down McAnulty as the latter spoke

9 \

In that context, the McAnulty
affair could have provided an im-
portant precedent for further
loyalist efforts to silence anti-
imperialist elected representatives.

IN PROTEST

Over the past month, Sinn
Fein's two Belfast councillors
withdrew from a number of coun-
cil meetings in protest at the ban
on McAnulty. The SDLP split on
the issue and failed to take a con-
sistent principled stand in defence
of nationalist voters’ rights.

At Monday night's council

meeting, loyalist anger at the High
_—

on a housing mation, Smyth was
eventually removed from the
chamber, shouting “/ leave with
my friends, the RUC”.

DISENFRANCHISE

A second loyalist move to dis-
enfranchise nationalists who have
the temerity to vote for repub-
lican candidates Is also afoot,
spearheaded by the DUP, which
will be petitioning the British
government to require councillors
to take an oath denouncing vio-
lence.

Commenting on this DUP sch-
eme, Belfast Sinn Fein Councillor
Sean McKnight stated:

“This latest attempt to isolate

VS
(]

i > .
Belfast City Hall where the city counci

eetings are held

Sinn Fein within the council
chambers is a blatantly hypo-
critical propaganda ploy, emanat-
ing as it does from a party which
has worked closely with the UDA,
UVF and Red Hand Commandos,

and which has repeatedly called
for increased RUC ‘shoot-to-kill”
operations, the reintroduction of
hanging and, in general, intensi-
fied repression against Northern
nationalists.”

TA' RAITEAS EISITHE ag Cumann Naisiinta Mdinteoiri
(INTO) ag cur in il chomh buartha

ata siad faoin chon

go
ndruidfi scoileanna in larthar Bhéal Feirste as siocair gearraidh siar
ats fograithe ag an Roinn Oideachais sna Sé Chontae.

Nuair 8 poibliodh an plean, Dé
Mairt, 50 Feabhra, ddirt urlabhraf an
INTO ldithreach go seasfadh siad in
aghaidh beartas na roinne le leolln!ml.
go héirithe i mBéal Feirste, a choim-
heas.
Té tugtha le fios ag an Roinn Oid-

ach anois té cdrsal dirithe chomh holc
sin is go bhfuil iomrd an bhiis ar thridr
medinscoil — scoil buachailll sa Charraig
Bhéan agus dha scoil callini i gceantar
na bhFél.

De réir na roinne td titim an-mhdr
i ndiaidh theacht ar lion na ndaltal sna
— titim a bhf le sonrd

eachais do roinnt go geaith-
fidh siad suas go naonir oide a chur
chun bealaigh roimh an chéad scoil-
bhliain eile | M Mean Fomhair. San
iomién caillfear 96 post i mbunscail-

mBéal

roimhe seo sna bunscoileanna. Dar leis
an INTO, dfach, is ionann na gearraidh-
siar seo agus ionsal elle ar chéras oid-
eachais atéd faoi léigear ag rialtas na
cheana féin.

eanna agus | i
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ndigach ‘scoil |fan na bpéisti don chéad
scoll-bhliain eile @ mheas agus na fig-
idirl a chur ar aghaidh chulg an Roinn

Oideachais. Bionn an méid mdinteoir
atéd an roinn sésta a sholathar do gach
scoil bunaithe ar na figidiri sin.

_ Deir séineolaithe oideachais nach
féidir le mdinteoirl a bheith ag duil le
@on bhisid | nuimhreacha na bpaistf

ga dti ar a laghad 1990, Té mile main-
teoir cdilithe difhostaithe sna Sa Chon-
tae cheana f8in.




which have motivated it.

That persecution had been
prompted less on grounds of hos-
tility towards the Catholic religion
than by the very real economic
interests which the Protestant
colonists had won after suc-
cessive plantations, and the very
real fear the British had of Jaco-
bite plots (i.e. efforts by the dis-
possessed Catholic Church and
their wealthy laity in Ireland and
England, with the support of
Catholic France, to restore the
Stuart dynasty to the throne of
England).

As the Jacobite threat faded
in the late eighteenth century and
as the political, social and econo-
mic ascendency of Protestantism
was, by then, secured, there was
no longer a need for blatantly
anti-Catholic legislation.

Gradually the Penal Laws were
repealed and the Catholic clergy
who had, for a century, been
‘on the run’ and receiving their
education abroad, were now able
to preach openly and receive or-
dination in Ireland.

The Royal College of St Pat-
rick’s at Maynooth, County Kil-
dare, was founded and incor-
porated by law in June 1795.
It was opened to clerical students
the following October. Initially,
the college received a parliamen-
tary grant of £8,000, which was
increased to £10,000 in February
1798. Official attitudes had, un-
doubtedly, altered, due in no
small part to the Catholic Church’s
stated hostility to the French
Revolution.

TY

A further factor was the un-
questionable loyalty which the
Hierarchy demonstrated in its
recruitment of bishops, a loyalty
restated at a synod on September
14th 1808, when they resolved:

“That the Roman Catholic
prelates pledge themselves to adh-

appointment  as
only such persons as are of im-
peachable loyalty.”

As a defender of the existing
social order which was also rigi-
dly hierarchical in structure, the
Catholic Church could safely be
regarded not as ‘a threat, but
as an increasingly sound invest-
ment by the British. Both shared
the same interest in opposing the
principles of liberty and equality
enshrined in the revolutions which
had taken place in America and
France and for which republicans
were preparing to fight.

At the outbreak of the United

ish Rebellion in 1798, there-
fore, the Catholic Church in
Ireland had obvious (if inexcus-
able) ideological and practical
reasons for opposing it.

In his history of this period,
John Mitchel commented that
“from the autumn of 1797 the
first in the

throughout the kingdom, gub-
lished addresses and resolutions

principles of the United Irishmen,
and pledging themselves to be loy-
al and zealous in the defence

IT IS well nigh impossible to outline the hostile atti-
tude which the Catholic Church, and its hierarchy
in particular, has adopted towards Irish republican-
ism, from 1798 to the present day, without at the
same time explaining the internal and external forces

In the late eighteenth century, Ireland was emerging from
an age of persecution which had, since the Protestant Reform-
ation, the Williamite Wars and the introduction of the Penal
L‘aws a century earlier, branded it a crime to preach or prac-
tise the religion of most Irish people.
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and support of the King and
Constitution”.

CONTROL

These addresses were orches-
trated by the Catholic Hierarchy
(particularly Archbishop Troy of
Dublin) and most clergy who
were quick to use the pulpit as
a means of political control.
A pastoral instruction issued to
his “beloved flock” and, in par-
ticular, to the “Jower order
(sic) of the Roman Catholic
inhabitants of the Diocese of
Cork”, by Bishop Moylan, on
April 26th 1798, is an example
of this.

Describing the United Irishmen
as “wicked incendiaries... miscre-
ants who inveigle’”’ the people
of Ireland “nto the paths of in-
famy and ruin” Moylan 'urged
the people of Cork: to be passive
in recognition of the “advantages”
which British rule bestowed on
them. He added:

“These advantages should ex-
cite and call forth our gratitude,
and this gratitude we should
evince by a steady attachment
to the constitution and unshaken
loyalty to our gracious Sovereign
— a Sovereign who has done more
for the Roman Catholic Body,
and indeed the Kingdom in gen-
eral, than any of his predecessors.”

Even in Wexford (indeed, es-
pecially in Wexford) the heart
of rebellion in the southern coun-
ties, the Catholic Church was
almost universally hostile to the
United Irishmen.

From many parishes through-
out the county, priests organised
declarations similar to the one
sent from the parish of Killenerin
and signed by Fr John Synnot
PP, which said:

“We, the Roman Catholic in-
habitants of the parish of Kill-
enerin in the Barony of Gorey,
and County of Wexford, do think
jt our duty to come forward at
this crisis of internal _distur-
bance, thus publicly to declare
our unalterable attachment to his
sacred Majesty, King George the
Third, and we do hereby declare,
and in the most solemn manner
pledge ourselves to support, with
our lives, fortunes and influences,
His Majesty’s happy government,

established amongst us, deter-

ARDINAL PAUL CULLEN |

mined as we are to escort our-
selves for the suppression  aof

rebellion and sedition.”

TTACHMENT

One further address deserves
to be quoted since it was signed
by, amongst others, 29 doctors
of divinity including Rev Peter
Flood DD, president of the Royal
College of St Patrick’s at May-
nooth, on May 30th 1798. Again,
declaring their “firm attachment”
to the throne and constitution
“under which we have the happi-
ness to live”, these clerics began
by recognising that they still
suffered ‘“restrictions” but then
said:

‘“We reject with indignation
any idea of removing the restrict-
ions, under which we still labour,
by means of foreign invasion,
or any other step inconsistent
with the known laws of the
land. We prefer, without hesi-
tation, our present state to any
alteration thus.obtained.”

This then was the stated atti-
tude of the overwhelming major-
ity of the Catholic clergy in 1798,
Indeed a number of priests,
including Fr Thomas Barry of
Mallow in County Cork, acted
as informers for the British.
After the insurrection, Fr Barry
drew a vyearly pension of £100
from the British government as a
reward. But he too was acting
on the instructions of his super-
iors who, like Archbishop Troy,
believed it a priest's duty to in-
form the authorities of imminent
attacks by the United Irishmen
where they knew of them,

When the rebellion was put
down, a number of contemporary
accounts were written by Protes-
tant and virulently anti-Catholjc
commentators, the best known
being Richard Musgrave, They
used the role of the few priests
who did support the United Irish.
men to imply that the Catholic
Church as a body had done so.

But Musgrave was quickly
answered by Bishop Caulfield of
Wexford, who, in a letter sent to
vindicate himself and the Roman
Catholic clergy of the county
from the charge of complicity
in the rebellion of 1798, said:

“I have good cause to know,
and to declare to the world, that
if popish or parish priests of the
County of Wexford had possessed
that degree of authority or in-
fluence attributed to them, there
would have been no rebellion
in that county, or if they retained
or obtained such influence after
the rebellion broke out, then
respective flocks would have laid
down their arms and returned. to
their respective homes, and to
their allegiance to their King and
government...”

And in a second edition of
thl_s letter of ‘vindication’ he
pomtgd out how, during the
rebellion, the “Catholic prelates
and clt:'rgy" had been ‘jealously
exhorting” the people to be
obedient “to that much-revered
man.?rch, under whose gracious

a y of edi j
(Maynooth) was opened for them
in the bosom of that beloved
;z://lntry, ffrom which the hard

icy of precedi i -
cluded them.p" b
~The fear of the Catholic
Hler_archy that they might be
pamghed once again is obviously
implied, if not stated, throughout

these statements. By i

g x t  Bisho,
Caulflgld's letter is interestin:
also in that

it acknowledges,
that many lrish
have their poli-
them from the

then as now,
people will not
tics dictated to
pulpit.

5 Despite attempts by anti- -
olic CO!“ITIBH(E!OTS to dyiSCf;:’ga!":‘B
Cathol[c Church in the eyes of
ttje British government, and des-
pite the fondly-believed mythol-
ogy of many Irish nationalists

that exceptions like Fr Murphy

of Kilcormack were repf&““;‘: :;7'
of clergy, any serious exam ;
tion of the role of the &< c:
Hierarchy and most clery " P
1798 Rebellion, will show =
they not only opposed &} 1
that they supported tﬁ'l w | D
macy’ of British rule with 8

and sickening servility- | o
ADD RESS - t

Nor did the attitude
after the Act of
the Catholic Hierar!
as is illustrated in the
address delivered to the

of Cloyne and Ross

»
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soldier was shot dead.
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demnation by two Catho-

lic Bishop of Down

D S
Support ‘constitutional aly, urged nationalists to

These are but two

methods

" to achieve justice,

tained _hostility whicl"‘ecent examples of the sus-

and clergy
Movement o

tween 1798 and

social and economi
Posedly mora| Oppositio,

vated it.

In referring
dogs' not include th
religious, many of
People against the
has forced rcbellion

have directed

c fact

institutional vjo

nl .

reland over the centuries,
the remainder of his life in exile
in America.

Cardinal Paul Cullen, who re-
presented both the moral and
political conservatism of the new
era, and its authoritarianism, re-
fused to allow the body of the
dead rebel into Dublin’s Marlboro’
Street Cathedral where it was to
lie in state.

As-the remains were removed
instead to the Mechanic's Instit-

many Catholic prelates
against the Republican

revealing that political,
Ors, as much as any sup-
N to violence, have moti-

od by their
lence which
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k ~
‘.sr Patrick’s College, Maynooth, County Kildare

ute, a Dublin priest, Fr Lavelle,
not only circulated copies of a
letter denouncing Cardinal Cullen’s
decision, but also delivered the
oration at the funeral of Bellew
McManus on November 10th.
From that day on, Fr Lavelle
was ‘to prove the single most for-
midable opponent in the career
of Cardinal Cullen who, in a
letter dated November 16th 1861,
wrote:
. “Some lunatic decided to bring

ainst the altar, the throne and
the peace of society.”

Besides the restoration of the
Catholic Church, the repeal of the
Penal Laws had allowed the emer-
gence of the Catholic professional
class which was personified in
Daniel O'Connell. Although mon-
archist, they craved the political
and economic advantages which
the Act of Union had denied them.

With the passage of Catholic
Emancipation, the Hierarchy be-
Came a mirror image of that
tlass, its interests and its demands,
but the Catholic Church did not,
& vyet, reflect Irish Catholic
society as a whole.

That was to change radically
the wake of the Great Famine
“hen the huge and generally anti-
&thoritarian labouring and small

“mer population was virtually
Wiped out,

in

euAS pressure on land diminish-
i larger farmers were able to
o €ase their holdings, and their
ua“;encg. as an emerging middle
the \-OWI!h their counterparts in
onss Wns, they formed a morally-
| icty ")Vf!f'ye bulwark in Irish soc-
- Politically, they ranged from

nationalist in the countryside to
monarchist in the towns.

While the Hierarchy still largely
reflected the upper-middle and
professional Catholics, the dio-
cesan clergy was recruited from
the new middle class. The sons
and daughters of the working
class still found a niche within
the ‘structure of the Church but
this was mainly within the mis-
sionary orders of priests and nuns.

The divergence between m
tant republicanism and constitut-
jonal nationalism which emerged
in lIrish society was, naturally,
seen in the Catholic Churc'h,
where priests more readily das.-
tanced themselves from the pol]-
tical pronouncements of their
superiors than had been the case
in the past. 3N

Controversy Wwas inevitable,
therefore, and it came in October
1861 when the remains of Ter-
ence Bellew McManus were brou-
ght to Cork harbour. Bellew Mc-
Manus, a Liverpool merchant,
had joined the 1848 Rebellion,
was deported to a penal colony

the remains home to arouse a
revolutionary spirit, and a com-
mittee of Protestants, Catholics
and people of no religion was
formed... There was a large fun-
eral, mostly artisans and me-
chanics; the clergy and Catholics
of standing abstained”.

And, in a further letter dated
November 29th, he asked how
he could have acted differently
given that the funeral “was
intended as a declaration in fav-
our of the rebellion of 1848 and
had he allowed it would he not
be “thus giving sanction to
revolutionary principles which are
destroying  religion everywhere
they prevail?”

TTACK

Nor was the infamous diction of
Bishop Moriarty of Kerry that “‘Hell
is not hot enough, nor eternity long
enough to punish such miscreants”,
the only attack launched against the
Fenians by a cleric. Virtually all of the
Catholic Hierarchy and most of the
clergy united in' condemnation of
what Cardinal Cullen called “ a com-
pound of folly and wickedness, wear-
ing the mask of patriotism to make
dupes of the unwary... the work of a
few fanatics, wicked enough to jeopar-
dise others in order to promote their
own sordid views..."”

Just as in 1798 and today, we
find the ‘godfather’ theory being used
to absolve the ‘mindless masses’ of
being able to form their own views.
And Cardinal Cullen introduced ano-
ther tactic of the Hierarchy when he
decreed on October 10th 1865:

“All who join in such societies
are excommunicated, and cannot be
absolved as long as they continue
to be connected with them.”

i or not, F
grew to the extent that, in 1869,
the Bishop of Birmingham bewailed
in a letter:

““| am in hot water. For two years

from which he escaped and spent

past there has been a Fenian consp.

acy in this place to alienate the Irish
people from me. Various schemes
have been tried... It is doing great mis-
chief in alienating the poor flock from
its shepherd. | must put out a pastoral,
both strong and striking, warning the
poor people against these wolves,

and that, of course, will bring more
heat.”

DENOUNCING

Other bishops were, however, more
careful than the paranoid Bishop of
in 9 .

On March 23rd 1867, for instance,
The Nation newspaper published an
address by Archbishop Leahy who,
like Bishop Cahal Daly today, recog-
nised that injustice did exist, but
asked the people to “‘trust that the
growing liberality of the statesmen of
England, and the sense of justice as
well as the sympathijes of the English
people” would redress their grievances.

And in a vein remarkably similar
to that used by Bishop Daly recently,
he continued:

“Let us seek a redress of our griev-
ances, not by an appeal to arms... but
by the peaceable constitutional means
which all good men can approve, and
which deserve the benison of heaven.”

Even constitutionalism could war-
rant the occasional belt of a crozier,
however, as was demonstrated by the
Catholic Bishop of Derry in January
1871 when he denounced the Home
Rule movement of Isaac Butt.

Property rights were equally defen-
ded by the Hierarchy and the agrarian
agitation of the Land League was
attacked by Archbishop McCabe repea-
tedly. And it would be impossible here
to detail the tirade of abuse levelled
against Charles Stuart Parnell after
the Kitty O'Shea controversy and his
subsequent death. But through this,
as through the condemnation of Fen-
ianism, the mass of poor Irish people
were still prepared to differ from their
pastors in their political views.

FULL CIRCLE

By 1898, even sections of the
Catholic Hierarchy could applaud the
United Irishmen, and it is at this point
that the first full circle was comple-
ted, the point at which the deeds of
yesterday’s heroes could be safely
excused while at the same time warn-
ing against those same methods being
used in the context of the here and
now.

On February 21st 1898, Bishop
Clancy of Elphin delivered a Lenten
Pastoral in which he stated:

“We are celebrating the centennial
commemoration of those men who,
driven to rebellion by the unrelentin

sacrificed their

action,

tyranny of the government of the time,
lives in a hopeless
struggle for liberty; and their example,
i i and perhaps justifi in
the circumstances in which they were
placed, will be cited to inspire others,
who can have no similar justification,
to an imitation of their conduct...

“Let us remind you then... that
all oath-bound secret societies are
anathematised by the Church, and
that their members incur the penalty
of excommunication...

“Instead, let us command to you
the open methods of constitutional
which alone have proved
successful in the past, or can advance
our national interest in the future.”

That the mythology which sur-
rounds the role of the Catholic Church
in 1798 was already widely believed
a century later was demonstrated in
the media. The /rish News, for exam-
ple, devoted an editorial on May 24th
1898, to the 1798 centenary com-
memoration in Keady, County Armagh.
Itsaid:

“Not the least appropriate element
in a most successful commemoration
was the presence of several of the
patriotic clergy of the district, a proof
if such were wanting, that today, as
in ‘98, the lIrish priest is to be found
shoulder to shoulder with his people
in many good and patriotic causes.”

TIRAD

But not all clergy were so prepared
to change their spots. One of these
was the Jesuit priest, Father Hayden,
who launched a tirade from the pul-
pit against “‘those who were openly
showing their sympathy with adultery
(Parnell) and suicide (Wolfe Tone)
and other crime” They were, he added,
“‘taking their choice on the side of the
devil”.

By the end of the nineteenth cen
tury, the basis upon which the Catho-
lic Church, and its hierarchy in pai-
ticular, would view the revolutionary
period ahead, was already firmly
laid — support for the status quo,
and, where grievances existed, support
for reform by constitutional methods
only. These, plus support for the
rights of property, were to be the
‘principles’ upon which each situation
would be judged.

That some bishops and priests
differed from these official attitudes,
continued to be the case, and it is a
tribute to these individuals that they
have stood by the oppressed despite
the censure of their superiors. Their
contribution and indeed an analysis
of the role of the Catholic Church
from 1916 onwards is another day's
work
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GARDA
SPOIL-
SPORT

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

AN EFFORT by residents of Tallaght
to provide some facilities for young
people has been destroyed by Dublin
County Council, backed up by gardai.

At 6am on Wednesday morning, Feb-
ruary 6th, county council workers remov-
ed two temporary dressing-rooms from a
football pitch in Fettercairn estate, Tal-
laght, County Dublin. The two containers
were bought by the committee of the Fet-
tercairn Schoolboy Football Club (FSFC),
and the Fettercairn AFC, to replace dress-
ing-rooms which were burned down last

® Members of Fettercairn soccer club, including chairperson John Noonan (far right), pictured out-
side the changing rooms

The FSFC had been negotiating with
the county council through the Tallaght
Community Council, and were told that
no replacement dressing-rooms would be
provided for at least four years. They
bought two containers from CIE, costing
£600, raising the money locally and with
help from the local AFC Seniors.

When a crane and a lorry arrived in the
early hours of Wednesday morning, local

residents spontaneously came out to pre-
vent the removal of the containers. They
blocked the road to stop the lorry leav-
ing, but were attacked by a large force of
at least 20 gardai who hurled people across
the road.

BRUISES
There were many women and children
in the crowd of protestors, and several

received bumps, bruises and cuts. One

local man had to get hospital treatment
for an injured shoulder.
t)The {:ommlme of the FSFC visited
the county council offices in Parnell
Square, Dublin, later on Wednesday .ind
met with Donal O'Neill, principal officer
of the Parks and Environment Depart-
ment. “The action of the county council
in removing the temporary dressing-rooms
is even more incomprehensible after this
meeting,”” said Paddy Bligh, PRO for
FSFC.

The delegation were told that the coun-
cil “agreed with areas providing their own

facilities” but that “on a point of principle”

the containers had to be removed.

The delegation, which also included
Willie Lynch, secretary of the club, Fran
Buckley, treasurer, and John Noonan,
chairperson, were assured that the contain-
ers will be replaced within seven days, after
consultation with the committee.

UNNECESSARY

The whole incident, says the committee,
was an example of unnecessary bureaucrat-
ic heavy-handedness and could have been
avoided if there had been open commun-
ication between them, the Tallaght Com-
munity Council and the county council.

Tallaght Sinn Fein, in a statement issued
on Wednesday afternoon, said:

“Sinn Fein supports the people of Fet-
tercairn in their action in providing their
own facilities and congratulates the Fetter-
cairn Schoolboy Football Club on their
work for the young people of the area. We
condemn the brutal tactics of the gardai,
in particular the assault by male gardai
on women engaged in peaceful protest.”

October.

[lee

protests, to highlight conditions in the
prison, on Saturday, January 26th. A
large crowd of relatives, friends and
supporters of the prisoners and their
demands demonstrated at the post of-
fice in Clanbrassil Street in Dundalk
with placards. Leaflets were distributed
to passersby.

Four members of the Dublin PPRAC
ran onto the pitch at half-time during
the Free State/lItaly soccer match at
Dalymount Park in Dublin on Tuesday,
February 5th. They carried a banner
demanding an end to brutality in
Portlaoise Prison, -and managed to
evade the gardai for several minutes-
before being forcibly ejected from the
grounds.

PORTLADISE
PROTESTS

[(BY Si08HAN OMALLEY
AN EXCELLENT RESPONSE to the campaign on behalf of

the prisoners in Portlaoise has been reported from Dungan- STATEMENT

Youth jobs
dllacked

THE TRANSFER of the £7.25 million collected last year
through the youth employment levy, to help fund the ser-
iously underfinanced education sector in the twenty-six

non.

The recently-formed committee
of the Portlaoise Prisoners Relat-
ives Action Committee in the town
collected signatures on the petit-
ion and displayed a miniature of
the visiting-box in Irish Street,
Dungannon, during the week
before Christmas, and all local
leaders in the community were
canvassed on the prisoners’ behalf.

The process was repeated in
Coalisland, where a demonstrat-
ion was held in the town square
at New Year. Mrs Bell, a member
of the Dungannon committee,
spoke at a meeting in Bellaghy
on January 21st and outlined the
conditions in the prisons and dis-
tributed leaflets.

Twelve people were arrested
after the blocking of Lifford
Bridge on January 7th. The pro-
test, in support of the Portlaoise
prisoners’ demands, was part of &
vigorous campaign in Donegal.
After, she; blocking of the bridge,
thy:" p:ﬂtar‘llﬁk '[:'gw?;‘\‘egf 'to)?tre
local garda barracks.

Gerry Adams, Sinn .Fein MP for
The twelve, only two of Whom  yyoqi *geifast, issued a statement on
appeared in court, have been fined  \eqnesday, February 6th, comment-
£150 each, with seven days to pay, ing on the intervention of Terry Waite,
or two months imprisonment. the aide to the Archbishop of Canter-
bury in England, in the case of British

PICKET

prisoners in Libya.
The following day, January 8th, “| would like to congratulate Terry
a white-line picket was held on

Waite on his successful securing of the
Lifford Bridge and leaflets have release of four British prisoners from
been distributed all over the are?. L’”f.;‘,m,p, M Walte Wolld nosicon:
Fine Gael deputy Paddy Harte's gy, tming his attention to the plight
house was picketed on’ Thurs- of yrish prisoners in jails in Britain.
day, January 10th, with 30 peop- “At present there are 49 Irish pris-
le loudly demanding support for oners in British jails who are seeking
the prisoners’ demands. repatriation to prisons in the six coun-

Lifford Bridge was again block-  ties. -

ed on Friday, January 25th; by “Repatriation would end the hard-
over 100 people, followed by a ship ar present being experienced by
march on the garda barracks and the families of these prisoners, who
the Free State army camp and on
Monday 28th, a picket was held

have to travel from Ireland. Obviously,
due to expense, the prisoners receive
T . _ visits very infrequently, therefore, for
°u'ls"(j:° th:y pamu:‘s;sl vv:::s "? eoel‘tl humanitarian reasons, they are justified
egal .Loun . T in seeki atriation.
ing. Leaflets were distributed and b 'f;‘";”o:":" Deobably aware, British
a model of the prison visiting-boX  , coners, convicted here, have been
shown. invariably. transferred to Britain. ta be .

'/, /The’ DUAdAIK Branch /ot {he .POIt:.". closer -to- -their - families. - Surély. e |-

' “Jaolse Prisoners Relatives Action Com-
mittee held the first of many planned

same grounds apply to Irish prisoners
In Britain,”

counties, has been condemned by Fianna Eireann (Repub-

lican Youth).

Although money raised from'
Irish workers under the 1%
levy was intended to create jobs,
the Coalition has now said that it
will use the cash in its Depart-
ment of Education. This can only
Jbe to put a gloss on the savage
fcutbacks which it has made in
leducation spending in recent
years.

But as youth unemployment
soars, from 67,000 last year to
72,000 now, the Coalition’s trans-
fer of funds will mean a 10%
cutback in the finance allocated
to youth training and job creat-
ion.

HIDING
Such schemes, which are used
as a source of cheap labour and
as a rlneans of hiding the real
unemployment figures, are not
being . phased.. out. -however. . |
e Cosktion, - under™ e

uUnder- -its- -

‘National’ Plan, intends to extend
such schemes to older unemploy-
ed people, again as a means of
concealing the true level of
unemployment.

In a statement condeming the
recent transfer of resources, Fian-
na Eireann says:

”:Ihis is just one more meas-
ure in a budget which will mean
Increased unemployment and de-
creased living standards for those
who can least afford it.

"{t is, however, no surprise,
coming from a government whose
plan for economic ‘progress’ has
made 50,000 more people unem-
ployed than when they took
office in 1982. That plan depends,
at least in part, on 21,000 mainly
young people emigrating over the
next three years. With 13,000
emigrating annually as it is, they

3 £ reaching

OO
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Disturbing
incidents

A Chara,
Some disturbing incidents
concerning the RUC and Brit-
ish army have been reported
by residents to the Afsionad
(Advice Centre), Falls Road.

Sinn Fein feel it is Impor-
tant that these Incidents are
brought to light, in order
that people will be cautious
in any future dealings with
these crown forces.

The first incident reported
occurred on Friday, January
18th, about 4 o’clock in the
Clonard area, when many
children were returning from
school. As one resident put it,
“women and children were
subjected to a Russian roul-
ette-style game”. Soldiers on
either side of the street poin-
ted their rifles at one another
and cocked them repeatedly.
These antics clearly showed
a typical lack of regard for
women and children.

The second incident repor-
ted concerned the RUC, who
were contacted by a worried
parent in the Clonard area,
whose young child had been
missing for a number of hours.
The RUC acted immediately,
swamping the area under the
pretence of searching for the
missing child, quite obviously
using the incident to gather

A Chara,
The debate on ‘Objec-
tives’ has, in recent weeks,

Now the problem with this
is that nationalist politics have
proved themselves singularly
of solving the nat-

d a ber of let-
ters that distort the poli-
tical positions of the Soc-
ialist Workers Movement.
| would like to reply to
these criticisms on behalf
ofithe SWM. - :

We are accused of not recog-
nising the distinction between
the nationalism of the op-
pressed and the

ional question In Ireland. The
reason is simple. Not all
classes in Ireland have an
interest in seeing the border
destroyed. The Irish capitalist
class have no longer any fun-
damental conflict of interests
with British imperialism. Only
Irish workers have an interest
in and the power to lead the
struggle against imperialism.
But: by sppeal-

of
the oppressor. This is pure
Every Y

onr . The
child was eventually found,
but not by the RUC, who
were more concerned to stop
and ‘P’ check passers-by.

Sinn Fein once again ask
people to take note of these
Incidents, to report any future
incidents and most importantly
to be careful if you ever have
any dealings with the RUC
or British army.

Mairéad Nf Daith,

OCP Sinn Fein,

Ceantar Bun Na bhFil,

Beal Feirste.

Tory
‘lemocracy’

A Chara,

Employees in Irish banks
in Britain are into their third
month of a pay dispute with
their employers. They have
been offered 5%% which has
been rejected twice by ballot
voting. The banks are now
threatening to use the British
anti-trade union laws to force
another ballot. It seems as If
Tory ‘democracy’ is catching
on: if a ballot goes against
you then you call for another,
untll you get the required
result.

During the pit strike the
miners' leaders were attacked
by the Coal Board and the
| government for not calling @
| national ballot, ‘this is our
democratic way’, they bleated,
but when the pit deputies
voted to strike by a massive
majority, the minister concer-
ned, Peter Walker, called fora
further ballot, as did that!
lover of democracy, the Daily
| Express, which said the vote

socialist organisation makes
this distinction. The SWM has
always been on the same side
as those who fight imperial-
ism in Ireland — whatever

differences we have with the
nationalist leadership of the
struggl

ing to all the lIrish people,
refuses to recognise this reality.
Despite its left turn, it holds
to the possibility of an all-
class alliance to defeat imper-
ialism.

In the past, the prospect
of an allclass alliance meant
that republicans went along
with de Valera's slogan that

Austin Rover car workers
were on strike for two weeks
|last year over @ pay cll!m,
they came to that decision
at @ mass meeting. The unions
are now being taken 0 court
because management claim
that the vote was illegal.

The Republican Movement

was told: use the democratic
process to achieve your aims.
But when : electoral success
came to Sinn Fein, it was
claimed by the Tory govern-
ment and the Free State
government that Sinn Fein
cheated by systematically get-

ting people to vots more than

OBJECTIVES

‘Labour must Wait’ — even
to the extent of establishing
republican courts to ‘discip-
line’ the landless and work-
ers who had taken over their
factories. The result of the
political defeat of the workers
movement by nationalist ideas
was the establishment of the
miserable little state that is the
twenty-six counties.

Today, we are again told
that the struggle for socialism
has to be postponed until the
border has first been removed.
And again we have to say that
British imperialism will not be
defeated in Ireland until the
mass of Irish workers have
organised themselves for the
task. Once mobilised for that
fight, they are not simply
going to apply the brakes and
rest at the stage of a capi-
talist Eire Nua. That is why
rather than downgrading the

once, so restrictions at voting
booths were introduced.

This is the democracy that
Thatcher defends! If things
aren’t going your way then
change the rules. Rule Britann-
ia, Britannia Waives the Rules|

Liam Dollan,

Glasgow.

Portlaoise
attacks

A Chara,

In a recent address to the
annual dinner of the St
Patrick’s Institution Social CI-
ub in Dublin, Mr Oliver J,
Flanagan, Leinster House dep-
uty for Laois/Offaly, stated
that he must defend the in-
tegrity of prison officers who
“have been the subjects of
unwarranted attacks by var-
fous individuals and organ-
isations”, whose aim it was,
he said, to smear prison
officers.

| would like to refer Mr
Flanagan to the last annual
conference of the POA where
members openly stated that
their superior prison officers
had ordered them to beat up
prisoners in Portlaoise on
October 30th 1983. To quote
from one delegate to the con-
ference:

“If Hitler wanted generals

| utionary socialist

national question in Ireland,
the SWM stands with Con-
nolly when he argued: “The
Irish working class must eman-
cipate itself and in emanci-
pating itself it must, per-
force, free its country.”

The second point Bur cri-
tics accuse us of is Internat-
ionalism. Of that we plead
gulity. However, contrary to
Philip Ferguson’s claim, we
have never said “you cannot
have a revolution in Ire-
land until international capi-
talism is destroyed”. This is
the usual caricature. The fact
is that we believe in fighting
for a workers’ republic in Ire-
land — whatever the condit-
ions on an international scale.

Another aspect of our in-
ternationalism is our close
fraternal links with revol-

An Gaeilge
A Chara,

Bfonn a ldn le rd na lae-
thanta seo mar gheall ar an
‘Irish Dimension’ — 6 bhéal
polaiteoirl & thuaidh is &
dheas. Ait_ amhain, afach,
nach naithnftear aon rud mar
sin, n§ an campa gdibhinn
seo. Bhuel, téimid in &it- iar-
gita anseo — nach bhfuil?

Um Nollag, agus na cartal
beannachta & seoladh chuig na

f 't 1 dh

in other countries — the
Soclalist Workers Party in Brit-
ain being one. Philip Fergu-
son makes the preposterous
charge that “they have com-
pletely capitulated to the pres-
sure of British imperialism”.
The SWP is well able to
defend Its own record.

We have argued that there
have been major changes in
the Southern economy over
the last two decades. Namely,
there has been a shift away
from dependence on British
investment towards mainly
n capital; that the
South’s economy has become
more Integrated into the world
ecanomy; that, in the process,
both the Irish ruling class and
the Irish working class have
been strengthened.

We have never argued that
this means that Irish socialists
should downgrade the nat-
ional question — only that
it is fought in different con-
ditions to the past. The Irish
ruling class have even less
reason to oppose Britain than
they did in the past; the Irish
working class even more rea-
son to take on the struggle
against the border on the
basis of socialist rather than
purely republican politics.

Kieran Allen,

SWMm,
Dublin.

he would find plenty in Port-
laoise today. After the war
the Nazis said they were only
doing their duty. That is what
the administration in Port-
laoise is saying today.”

Perhaps Mr Flanagan could
re-consider exactly who It is
that is regularly subjected to
unwarranted attacks?

Marie Kehoe,

Cal

Dublin.

cimi

bac ar cartal a foilsfodh ag
an Bhunscoll Ghaelach (as
Gaeilge a bhf siad ar nddigh).
An leithscéal oifigidil nd nach
nglactar le hébhar (cirtaf, Ii-

treacha, leabhair srl.) i dtean-
gacha jasachta.

Mar ddirt mé — is 4it
larglita { Lios na gCearr-

bhach agus té seans ann nar
chuala birdas an phrflosdin
165 go bhfuil an scoil chéanna
ag féil deontas airgid én stdt.

B'fhéidir dd geuirfl cogar

gcluas seirbhfsigh éigean in

Oifig Thuaisceart Eireann bhe-
adh réiteach ar an scéal. Sea,
tédimid rf<chinnte go mineoidfs
do na bardéirl anseo go bhf-
uil aithne mhaith acu ar fhoir-
eann na Bunscoile Gaelal agus
go bhfuil s§ soiléicr nach
daoine & na tfortha thar lear
iad. Go deimhin nfl siad ach
deich mile i gcéin.

Lorcin Mac Eoin,

Na Blocanna-H,

An Cheis Fhada .

Half the
problem

A Chara,

| would like to take issue
with the letter from Marc
O Leochain (AP/RN January
24th).

It is people like him with
his reactionary green purist
views that would keep Sinn
Fein a backward political
party. He goes on about
a ‘“thirty-two county Irish-
speaking and culturally aware
Ireland being the answer to all
our problems”.

Can | ask Marc O Leochain
how this alone would benefit
the people who support the
Republican Movement i.e the
working class, from the tyran-
ny of the capitalist system?

It is about time people
like him woke up to the fact
that there is a powerful mafia
of big farmers and business-
men running this country —
for their own self-interest,
these are the people who
decide what income tax they
will or won't pay to the
Free State government, which
has not got the guts to either
make them pay up, or con-
fiscate some — or better still
all — of their cash or'land.
Only an Ireland free of the
scourge .of private enterprise
can achieve the results for
which so many of our members
have laid down their lives.

The Brits are only half
the problem, private enterprise
and the big farmers are the
other, and no amount of
culture will make them charige
their ways, only a thirty-
two county socialist republic
can do that.

Colm O'Reilly,

Stillorgan,

Dublin.
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Gallagher
in hospital

EDDIE GALLAGHER, who has
been on hunger-strike since Jan-
uary 6th, was moved from Port-
laoise to the Curragh Military
Hospital last week.

Another prisoner, Pascal Hol-
mes (who, like Gallagher, comes
from Donegal), joined Gallagher
on hunger-strike on January 13th.
The two men are demanding 52
open visits per year, an end to
strip-searching and improved med-
ical facilities. They also want the
length of time served on life
sentences to be regularised and
parity with other prisoners on the
granting of parole.

Gallagher is serving a 20-year
sentence imposed by the Special
Court in 1976 and Holmes was
sentenced to eight years in 1982.

Section 31
protest

ABOUT 20 members of Tallaght
Sinn Fein picketed in the Priory
grounds, Tallaght village, on Th-
ursday night, January 31st, where
RTE's Today Tonight was doing
a live programme on the previous
day’s Budget and reactions of
groups and individuals in the area
to it.

The protest was against Sect-
ion 31 of the Broadcasting Act,
which prohibits Sinn Fein mem-
bers from speaking on RTE radio
or television.

A statement was issued by
John Noonan, community work-
er and Sinn Fein local election
candidate for the area. He said:

“Because RTE goes along with
Section 31 our members are den-
ied the right to have their views
heard.

“As many of the people whom
Sinn Fein represents in Tallaght
fall into the bracket of those
worst hit by the Budget, we feel
that the views of a significant
number of Tallaght people are
being denied by this piece of un-
democratic legislation.””

New
advice
centre

DUBLIN NORTH-EAST Sinn Fe-
in’s mobile advice centre is now in
operation at the Northside Shop-
ping Centre every Saturday from
11am to 2pm.

Sinn Fein personnel will be
available to help people with any
problems they may have with
social welfare benefits, unemploy-
ment, PAYE/PRSI, water rates,
housing, maintenance, drug abuse
etc.

THE American Indian Movement (AIM)
delegation completed its tour of Ire-
land on Tuesday this week, after a
series of meetings and concerts North
and South of the border.

On Thursday and Friday last week, the
delegation completed its tour of the North
with visits to republican prisoners in Long
Kesh and Armagh jails. In Armagh they met
Mary McArdle and Anne Moore, while in
Long Kesh Finbarr McKenna and Eugene
McCormack impressed their visitors with an
indepth knowledge of the history and pres-
ent-day predicament of the American Indian.

Moving to Dublin on Sunday, the dele-
gation went to the Garden of Remembrance
where Amos Owens, spiritual leader of the
Dakota nation, conducted the wedding cere-
mony of Bob Kelly and Lisa Brandenburg.

One member of the delegation, Yvonne
Swan, addressed a public meeting on Sunday
evening, as well as doing a radio interview
which was transmitted on RTE’s Women Today
on Monday.

AWARENESS

At a press conference in Dublin’s Clarence
Hotel, on Monday, the AIM delegation de-
scribed their Irish visit as “a fact-finding tour,
to create a cultural and educational aware-
ness of one another’s struggle for freedom
and to deepen our understanding of the Irish
people’s centuries-old struggle for freedom
and self-determination”.

Asked whether he condemned violence,
the leader of the delegation, Clyde Bellacourt,
replied that he condemned the violence of
British terrorism on Irish soil.

As a further expression of the cultural ex-
change which was a highlight of this visit,
the AIM delegation visited the all-Irish speak-
ing Scoil Santain in Tallaght, where they
spoke to and played music for the teachers
and pupils who joined them in dancing.

Later that evening, the delegation par-
ticipated in a concert at Culturlann na h-
Eireann in Monkstown. There, 250 people
listened to the American Indian music, and
to contributions from well-known Dublin
folk artists.

The  delegation left early on. Tuesday,
having re-affirmed their readiness to main-
tain contact between the AIM and the Repub-
lican Movement.

PRISON VISITS BY
AMERIGAN INDIANS

Bloody Sunday.

cipated strong support, had been
banned two days earlier on the pre- | abour

by British fascist groupings. pression

Labour Party branches and from

ttempt to maintain silence on

text of exploitation worldwide, stres-
sed the need for unity among all
peoples struggling against imperialist
domination.

STRUGGLES

McKnight referred to the strug-
gles of black and Asian people in
Britain and to the American Indians
who, historically, he pointed out,
were in some cases oppressed by
people who had left Ireland to es-
cape repression themselves.

Other speakers at the rally includ-
ed several representatives of black
and Asian groups.

Afterwards, the crawd marched
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ICESTER RALLY

eople attended a rally in Leicester, England, on
gu\‘:i:‘y}éjﬂgugry p3rd, to mark the 13th anniversary of Derry’s
Britain’s occupation of Ireland. Simi-
However, aplanned march through  |ar messages were
the mainly black Highfields area of  sriking ~Leicestershire miners, and
the city, where the organisers anti-  from the Nottingham TUC.
Speaking at
MP Jeremy Corbyn drew
text of threatened counter-marches parallels between crown forces re-,
in the six counties and
During the rally, messages of police tactics against the striking
support were read from individual  miners in Britain.
The other main speaker was Sinn
Leicester Trades Council, which  Fein Councillor Sean McKnight, who,
condemned the ban as yet another placing British repression in Ireland,
including Bloody Sunday, in the con-

to Leicester Jail where they held a
picket in support of Irish political
prisoners, joining with others gath-
ered to support striking miners
also held in the prison.

Throughout, the British police
maintained a heavy presence, though
there was little evidence of the
threatened massive National Front
presence In the city. Earlier in the
day, at a motorway service station
near London, a large force of police
stood by as the windows of three
coaches bound for the rally were
smashed by fascists, 17 of whom
were eventually arrested.
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and BY AINE MARTIN
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fragspawn

““THE POLICY of the British government over the past
16 years and, indeed, over the past 50 to 60 years has
been the reunification of Ireland.” Bet you didn’t know

that, eh?
Have we all been fooled
8s to the real reason for the
massive numbers of Brits and
the arming to the teeth of
the loyalist RUC and UDR?
Enoch Powell, racist bigot
and Official Unionist MP, hasn’t
been fooled. On Tuesday night
he was being quizzed by an
audience of young people on
BBC2's Open to Question
programme when he came out
with the above statement —
and he kept a straight facel
Powell is a man who prides
himself on being accused of
consistency and honesty. But
he was glibly denying a lot
of his racialist beliefs that
night, He began to lecture the
young people on how they'd
got him wrong, he was really
a nice fellow. He was pedan-
tically informin,

Once upon ati

woman;who had accused him
of pursuing racialist policies
while a member of the British
government, that she should
make sure to check her
sources, when she displayed
her source — his own book.

But, of course, this state-
ment was taken out of con-
text, Powell said. Of course.

Women’s rights aren’t a
great favourite of Enoch Pow-
ell either. He thinks women
don‘t fit into the system of
government because the sys-
tem was designed by men.
Why, he himself knew a wom-
an, a parliamentary secretary

he remembered with affection, -

who said she never felt com-

fortable at Westminster. What

more proof does one need?
Human beings have not, he

I BY EDDIE STACK .

]

WELL, here’s one that nearly got away. | had been put
off going to see Once upon a time in America, wrongly

as it turned out, by other

bloodthirsty rubbish’, they cried, ‘sexist, misogynist
muck’, they whinged, ‘overlong and over the top’, they
whined. Can a film be all of these and still be a classic?
Once upon a time in America suggests that it can.

What may do a lot to put
some people off is that this
particular gangster epic is dir-
ected by Sergio Leone, a man
who made his reputation dir-
ecting the spaghetti Fistful of
Dollar movies. These were
called ‘spaghetti’ movies be-
cause the actors in |Italy,
rather than looking for money
for their talents, settled for
spaghetti,

Their cheapness ensured
that we saw quite a lot of
spaghetti movies in the late
Sixties where a host of fat,
stubble-faced, slobbering Ital-
lan actors attempted to speak
English while trying to shoot
Clint Eastwood. This particu-
lar genre of movies - also
brought us the zoom-close-
up: one moment we would
see the tiny silhouette of a
man riding his horse over the
range, within a split-second
the camera had zoomed in to
reveal a fly crawling into his
nose. Yes, Sergio Leone has a
lot to answer for.

| must also mention that
Once upon a time in America
has two rape scenes that will
please only those wretches
who go to the cinema for
titillation. The fact that the
rapes are supposed to show
us the dark side of people
we might otherwise have some
sympathy for, does not, |
think justify their inclusion.

So before | start handing
out the laurels, the only thing
left to warn you about is the
deadly slow place of the
film's first half-hour. Wall-

TORN a5 o

people’s reviews. ‘Violent,

paper doesn’t yellow any slow-
er than this.

GANGSTERS
Once upon a time in
America is set in three per-
iods of American history, but
primarily in the gangster-fil-
led days of the early Thirties
with its drug smuggling, pros-
titution, Al Capone boot-
legging and gang warfare (for
today leave out Al Capone).
Of the three periods, we
begin in the future with
Noodles (played by Robert
De Niro) wandering around his
past, choked, resigned, silent.
The film then steps up a gear
and we are in the New York'
docklands of his youth where
he hangs out with his gang, all

joined together by the bond

that comes from being Jew-
ish, being neighbours and
being broke.

Within the gang, Noodles
has a special relationship with
Max and they vow to stick
together forever even though
we can see the differences
between the two straight away
(Max has a head full of ambit-

jous schemes; Noodles goes
for safer, hence less lucrative,
targets).

To complicate things fur-
ther, Noodles has a crush on
the local beauty, an aspiring
dancer with ideas well above
the station of a humble bar
manager’s daughter. She fur-
ther impresses Noodles that
he had better get a big slice
of the goodies that come
with the American Way of Life
if he is to have any chance
with her.

says, sufficiently evolved as
yet to ‘have women running
the affairs of state. Maybe
in another million years?

o e

On Saturday night, for no
known reason, | found my-
self watching the Late Late
Show on RTE1._

Soon | was slumped
ip my armchair, so mesmer-
ised. by the level of inanity
being spewed out by all and
sundry that | was unable to
stir myself to switch it off.

Suddenly, | was jerked out
of my stupor on hearing
Gaybo Introduce ‘the Gilles-
Pie sisters’. “What's this?”
| thought. “Has Uncle Gay
gone mad? Has he declded
to make his own individual
stand against Section. 317"
But no, it wasn't Ann and
Eileen, but Carmel and Vera,
two country-and-western croo-
ners who proceeded to ass-
ault my ears with their new

His ambition spurred on by
a mixture of love and randi-
ness, Noodles works hard to
make his gang the most pros-
perous around. Of course, that
means  conflict with other
hoodlums and it Is after sav-
ing himself from one of them
that Noodles Kills. a police-
man. Despite his teenage vis-
age, he gets ten years in the
slsmmer.

CAPERS

When Noodles is released
(i.e. the second period of the
film) he Is met by Max who,
snappily dressed, shows how.
the gang has not been idle in
his absence. In fact they are,
for one thing, the proud own-
ers of a fleet of hearses, one
of which Is decorsted by the
advertising slogan “Why five"
when we can bury you for
$49.50”,

The gang then gets back
to its good old bad old ways
with a number of capers
that can be described as suc-
cessful by their standards.
However, Max is starting to
have even wilder ideas, in-
cluding one which calls for
knocking off the heavily-
guarded Federal Reserve.

Noodles doesn’t know how
to put this ridiculous idea
out of his head, so he en-
lists the help of Max's girl-
friend to come up with a
scheme which should put Max
in jail for 18 months until

~ he had got the Federal Re:

Max (James Woods) becos
involved in gangland warfare

/4
V&)

{:onu entitled Waterford, my
home.

feeble attempt to
mimic all the worst C & W
‘singers’, who do a terrible
injustice to their home towns
by trying to immortalise them

110 song, was made even more

) )

come from the Late Late
this week was that Gaybo may
be leaving these shores, hopa-
fully never to darken them
again, if he's offered enough
money by the Yanks,

Well, at least somebody
wants him,

e

Better, by far, than Gaybo,
was the BBC2 programme
Time Watch on Wednesday,
January 30th. This weekly
programme examines various
features of British history,
and last week it looked at
the “origins of the Special
Branch, or the Special Irish
Branch (SIB) to be precise.

Time Watch revealed that
the SIB was established as a
counter-measure to the Fenian
Movement in England which
was causing severe headaches
#— with the help of explosives
— to Britain’s rulers, in the
nineteenth century.

Far from bowing to this

by their r

that in younger days they
had abandoned the music cir~
cuit in England because they
were very young and “very
green, being from Ireland”.'
With this type of mentality,
who needs John Junor?

What with this, the artist
who spoke of the sensuality
of frogspawn, a very ‘deep’
discussion concerning the uni-
verse and reality which passed
totally beneath my compre-
hension, and having to endure
tone-deaf members of the aud-
ience ‘singing’ their greetings
to friends and relations, the
programme was so bad that,
in terms of TV disasters, it
defies description

the Fen-
ians reacted to the SIB by
blowing up their headquarters.

. But the story didn't end
there, as Time Watch ex-
plained. No, indeed. Because
the dastardly Fenians had
planted a bomb in the pub-
lic toilet which ran under the
SIB headquarters, wasn’t it
reasonable to suspect that the
same might happen in West-
minster where Irish people
Iwere employed, at that time,
in repairing the ‘common’
loo?

And then again, doesn’t
Ithis raise all sorts of inter-
esting notions about where the
verbal diarrhoea in that es-
tablishment began!

iliar scene — both on screen and off

serve caper out of his system.
Unfortunately, however, Nood-
les” scheme goes badly wrong
and Max is killed.

Shattered (we think) No-
odles goes to the railway stat-
ion deposit box where the
gang have stashed all their
loot over the years. It s,
however, full of nothing but
old newspapers. Devastated,
Noodles takes off for the
wilderness where he spends
the next thirty years of his
life.” That is, until a myster-
ious note brings him home.

By recounting the plot |
may give the impression that
Once upon a time in America
is a straightforward film; it is
nothing of the sort. The flim

/) outs back and forth bet-

ween the periods in Noodles’
life in a way that leaves nearly
everything on screen open to
two or three interpretations.
Does Noodles’ girifriend love
him ‘or somebody else? Was
Noodles really devastated by
Max's death or not? Is Nood-
les, ostensibly the slowest in-
tellect of the two frlends,
really as dumb as he appears?

CORRUPT

Once upon a time in
Amerijca is about becoming.
It shows how kids become
gangsters in a society that
rewards crime, shows their
corrupt drive to the top of
the tree and shows how re-
spectable they can look when

they get there. This is no
innocent liberal film which
pretends that all the bad
guys are now pushing up
the daisies. No, this one says
they're all up their alive and
kicking.

Noodles begins by peeping
at his girlfriend through a
keyhole as she strips out of
her clothes, ten years later he
brutally rapes her. As a gang-
ster who clings to the under-
belly of capitalism's rat-race,
the director Sergio Leone,
seems to be saying that
Noodles is just another capi-
talist poodle venting his anger
on a girl who won't become
his possassion.

It is capitalism’s brutalis®
ing influence on the Italian
Jewish community that Is
Leone’s theme 'in this pic-
ture and he doesn’t flinch
from showing the audience
every greasy aspect of it.

At almost three-and-a-half
hours long Once upon a
time in America takes a toll
on its audience and, despite
its flaws, 1'd consider it some
sort of masterpiece which
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The only good news to
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MINI-CHOLAISTE GAEILGE
(Stidireathéir: Domhnall O
Lubhlaf)
108M g 5om Satharn 9u Feabhra
A Sean-Mhuileann
"4 Conway
BEAL FEIRSTE
Eaguithe ag Sing Féin
(Le tille olas d'fhai, déan
te2igmhiil le Shinn Féin
aitiuil)

YOLS FITZsimmons/

VHANLON
"MORATION
(Wreath ay. , ceremony)
12 noon Sunday “oh Feb

Ardglass Graw. ”°°ruary

DOWNPATRIEY
County Down

FRANK STAGG
COMMEMORATION
1.30pm Sunday 10th February
Wakefield Prison
Love Lane
WAKEFIELD
England
Organised by Republican POW
Campaign Committee

CORK/KERRY/WATERFORD
SINN FEIN
COMHAIRLE LIMISTEAR
MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 10th February
Ballyphehane Community Centre

CORK

STOP THE STRIP-SEARCHES
IN ARMAGH VIDEO
4pm Sunday 10th February
Divis Community Centre
BELFAST

MAYO LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTION CONVENTION
Sunday 10th February
Welcome Inn Hotel
CASTLEBAR
County Mayo
All Mayo republicans
must attend

PICKET AGAINST
STRIP-SEARCHES
AND PAID-PERJURERS
10-12am Monday*11th February
Crumlin Road Courthouse
BELFAST
Organised by the Stop the
Strip-Searches in Armagh
Committee and People Against
Paid-Perjurers

SINN FEIN
TRADE UNION GROUP
MEETING
8pm Tuesday 12th February
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Everyone welcome

DINNER DANCE
Guest Speaker
8pm Friday 15th February
Rod and Reel Hotel
CAHIRCIVEEN
County Kerry

CABARET SHOW
Featuring Joe Diamond
8pm Friday 15th February
The Lawns
BALLYFERMOT
Taille £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

SOCIAL
(Music by the Ferrymen)
8.30pm Saturday 16th February
Hogan Stand
Clanbrassil Street
DUNDALK
Taille £1
Organised by Dundalk Portlaoise
Relatives Action Committee

PORTLAOISE PRISONERS
RELATIVES ACTION
COMMITTEE MEETING
3pm Sunday 17th February
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN

takes its theme and i
seriously under the disguise of
the shoot-em-up gangster mov-
ie.

The final scene, where
Noodles grins fatefully at the
camera, is one of the most
errie | have ever seen and Is
open to at_least half-a-dozen
interpretations., Go and work
it all out for yourself.

AUV
BULELRA R

, repl ives of
action groups and prisoners
friends are asked to attend

TRALEE SINN FEIN
ADVICE CENTRE
Open 1am to 6pm

Monday to Saturday
2 Moyderwell
TRALEE
County Kerry
Phone: Tralee 24339
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Deaths of
Dinny
and Mory
Duggan

THE DEATHS octurred
within hours of eachyther

Champions
of peace

THE NOMINATION of US President
Ronald Reagan for the 1985 Nobel Peace
Prize is perhaps appropriate given that in
his lifetime, A. B. Nobel, after whom the
prize is named, amassed a vast fortune|
through the manufacture and distribution
of explosives.

No recognition as champions of peace
has been given to two of America’s leading
black singers and civil rights activists,
Harry Belafonte and the late Paul Robe-
son, however.

Indeed, Belafonte was arrested last
Friday, February 1st, while picketing the
South African embassy in Washington,
a picket which was begun by last year’s
winner of the peace prize, Bishop Des-
mond Tutu.

Under US legislation, nearly 1,000
people have been arrested while picketing
the South African embassy since Nov-

@MARTIN GALVIN

BCtarianism

A COMPREHENSIVE campaign to tackle sectarian dis-
crimination in the six counties was proposed at a press
conference in New York on Monday, February 4th.

New York city Comptroller
Harrison J. Goldin, who or-
ganised the conference, attacked
the sectarian discrimination in
employment by American-own-
ed subsidaries in the North

in the Republican
ent since the age of 17
rs, Dinny Duggan spent
0 years in prison in England,
having been convicted, on
St Patrick’s Day 1940, of
bombings in Manchester and
other cities.

The Duggan home was always
open to republicans and both
Dinny and Mary were involved in
the restoration of Kilmainham
Jail. Dinny was also an active
trade unionist, a member of the
Bricklayers Union.

The two Tricélour-draped cof-
fins were taken from Harold’s
Cross Church in Dublin to Cruagh

British colonial rule in Ireland.
Goldin’s initiative recognises
that sectarian discrimination is
pervasive and that it is right for
Americans to involve themselves
in combating this aspect of
British rule.

“By documenting the level of
sectarian discrimination and ap-

upon other municipalities to
oppose sectarianism and pub-
licly pressure the British govern-
ment on the issue. Goldin
likened the measures to be

Cemetery on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6th.

Tributes were paid at the
graveside by Joe Cahill, joint-
treasurer of Sinn Fein, and by
a member of the Bricklayers
Union. Among the mourners were
several of Dinny‘s comrades from
the '40s.

of Ireland and is to issue a report
on the systematic pattern of dis-
crimination in these firms. The
report will also point out the in-
adequacies of the Fair Employ-
ment Act of 1976.

Goldin’s proposal is that the
250 million dollars in shares
held in some 15 American firms
with subsidaries in the North
should be used to pressurise
these companies, and the British
government, to end sectarian
employment practices.

The campaign would organise
support for shareholders’ resol-

taken to the campaign against
apartheid in South Africa.

The press conference was
attended by representatives from
many Irish-American organisa-
tions including Irish Northern
Aid and the Emerald Societies
of various New York public
departments, such as the police
and fire departments, whose
pension funds are invested in
some of these companies.

BASIC
Martin Galvin, national pub-
licity director of Irish North-

plying measures used against
South Africa, Goldin will make
more Americans aware of the
Injustices inflicted upon Irish
nationalists under British rule
and make it more difficult for
American companies to subsidise
Britain’s sectarian system in the
North of Ireland.

“Irish Northern Aid is happy
to stand with Comptroller Gol-
din in his initiative because we
regard it as another positive
step, not only towards ending
British  sectarianism but also
towards the dismantling of Brit-

ember 21st last.
FBI FILES

Also last week it was revealed that
lawyers acting for Paul Robeson, who
died in 1976, have filed a lawsuit against
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FB|)
to try and force them to release files
which they have on Robeson.

The Robeson family is claiming that
the deceased singer and actor had been
disabled by the FBI and British MI5 be-
cause of his outspoken support for social-
Iism while on world-wide tours during the
Fifties and Sixties.

According to the family, the FBI
planned a “drug-induced breakdown”
which forced Robeson to live as a recluse

ern Aid, said at the press con- ish colonial rule under which
Séctarian  discrimination s in-
herent.”

from 1964 until his death in 1976.

Withdrawal
from EEC

GREENLAND ended its membership of
the EEC last Thursday, January 31st, three
years after the population of the country
voted for withdrawal In a referendum,

Although no longer a member of the
EEC, Greenland still retains the right of
free access to European markets. Besides .
this, its economy will benefit financially
to the tune of £100 million over the next
five years, as payment by the EEC for the
right to fish In Greenland waters.

This s the first case of a country with-
drawing from the EEC. The administration
of Greenland with its 50,000 people will,
however, continue to operate under the
home rule system of government ceded to
it by Denmark, which claims territorial
jurisdiction over the huge North Atlantic
island.

Buisead Dukes

utions which endorsed anti- ference:
discrimination principles and call “Sectarianism Is basic to

Noraid
rumour
denied

NEWS REPORTS that Irish North-
ern Aid were considering with-
drawing their support from New
York lawyer Peter King for Grand
Marshal in New York’s St Patrick’s

Day parade, because he had talks
with loyalists in Belfast, have been.
firmly denied.

The ional di of blicity
for Irish Northern Aid, Martin Galvin, has
issued a statement saying that they wel-
comed the opening of dialogue with loy-
alists and congratulated King for going
to Belfast and for the work he had done
there.

King had made his position clear, had
affirmed his own opposition to British
rule but “recognised that loyalists were
also cynically manipulated by the British”,
This was the position espoused by Irish
Northern Aid, who, believed that the true
interests of all the people of Ireland
would be served by a thirty-two county
Irish nation, the statement ended.

O VOL SEAN McILVENNA

- Sean
Mcllvenna

A very successful memor-
ial benefit in aid of the
family of Vol Sean Mc
livenna, who was killed
in action on December
17th 1984, was held on
Friday, January 25th, in
the Ashley Arms, Dun-
dalk.

LE TOMAS O SE
BHI caint ar bhuiséad Alan Dukes le anuas. Ch
duine ag &isteacht leis an gcaint go I&ir go raibh seans ann go ndeanfal
maitheas ann do phobal na hEireann.

a dhéanamh. In ainneoin sin Is flor
go mbeidh furmhdr mér an phobail
nfos boichte ag deireadh na bliana
se0 na mar a bhf siad ag a tds.

In a moving address to the
very large gathering, Joe

Cahill paid tribute to Sean’s
courage, determination and
dedication to the republi
struggle.

If everyone who believes in
the cause of Irish freedom strove
for it with the determination
which Sean Mcllvenna showed,
then the day of victory would
come much sooner, Cahill said.
He added that Sean would never
ask anyone to do what he would
not do himself.

The organisers of this function
would like to thank everyone
who made it a tribute befitting
@ man who was liked and admired
by all who knew him.

Cheapfadh duine fiu go raibh speis

ag Dukes; gcruachas na mbocht. Tais-
peanann gin go leir an doigh gur
feidir le lucht an rialtais dullamalog a
chur ar dhaoine.
@ | dtosach baire is g a thuiscint
nérbh é seo, bulsead Dukes, an t-aon
bhuiséad | mbliana. Blonn buisead
nua againn achan | den tseachtain.
Blonn pingin eile ar seo agus dh&
phingin ar siid | dtreo is nach faidir
a bheith cinnte cé mhéad a bheidh
ar earra ar bith.

Tailll bus agus traenach, taillf
leictreachais agus ghais ag &rdd gan
stad. leireann tu an focal ‘gual’
le duine na laetheanta seo bl ullamh
chun gearéin agus mallachtal a chios,
mar t4 an praghas Imithe | dtigh dea-
bhail ar fad.

Nuair a shufonn Dukes agus an
rialtas sfos mar sin cad iad na tuair-
imT agus na rialacha go mbfonn orthu
freastal orthu. | dtds baire is cdir
a thuiscint go gcreideann an rlaltas
sa chdras caipitleach. Is jonann an coras
calpitieach agus aicme amhain den
bpobal a bheith ag déanamh sochair
as riachtanaisl na beatha na coda
againn,

Faigheann an rialtas tacafocht air-
gid 6s na caipitligh mar bhufochas ar
sin. Mar an gcéanna le Fianna Fill
ar nddigh. Nfi sé | geelst ag ceachtar
den dé rogha rialtais atd ann an coras
sin a athrd,

' Ina ! dhiaidh ‘sin_ansin  teastafonn
vathu a chur in il don geuid eile
againn go bhfuil siad chun ar leas

NP gd duit a bheith | do ollamh
matamaitice chun teacht ar fhirinne
an réitis sin. N7 g¢ ach an meidil beag
i dteacht isteach an duine a chur i
gecomparéid le sforardd na bprag-
hasanna.

Ar ndbigh beidh ualach nfos I le
hiompar ag na saibhir de bharr fslii
an réta cinach dos na saibhir. Ach sin
go direach nddur an chorais caipit-
leach: na salbhir ag §irl nfos saibhre
agus na boicht ag §irl nfos boichte.

Mé ti ti difhostaithe, md t G
bocht, md té td breolte nf duitse Eire
na linne seo. Coinnigh sdil san aird-
eall mar Is cinnte go mbeidh lonsaithe
nua dd ndéanamh ort,

*"N& géill, nd glac le héaddchas, na
tabhair aghaidh thar lear. Seas agus
troid, mar tosnaionn Eira Nua leatsa.




CAMPBELL, Tony; McCANN, James;
SLOAN, James. (12th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Tony Campbell, James McCann and
James Sloan, 3rd Battalion, Belfast
igh na hEireann, who

dead by British occupation
forces on Flbru{y 4th 1973, | measc

laochra na hElreann go ralbh a
nanamnacha dflls. Always remem-
bered by thelr comrades and friends
In the Belfast Brigade.
DOLAN, Bridle. (10th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Brial Dolan, Cumann na mBan,
Belfast, who dled on February 9th
1975. | measc laochra na nGael go
railbh a hanam. Always remembered
by her frlends and comrades In the
Belfast Brigade.
FITZSIMMONS, Vivien; 0'"HANLON:
L-o. (12th  Anniversary). The Leo
O'Hanlon Sinn Feln cumann, Down:
Patrick, remembers with_ pride Vol
Vivien Fitzsimmons, Cumann  na
mBan, and Yol Leo O'Hanlon, Og-
laigh “na hElreann, who dled on
active service an February
1973.

GRANT, Phellm; McCANN, Charles.
(13th Annlversary). In proud and
loving memory of Vols Phellm
Grant_and Charles McCann, Oglaigh
na hEireann, Toome, who dled on
active service on February 5th 1972.
1 measc laochra na hEireann go ralbh
a nanamnacha dfils. Always remem-
bered by thelr friends and comrades
In Oglaigh na hEIl n, Toome,

HARKER, Tony. (3rd Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
frlend Tony Harker who was mur-
dered on January 24th by UDR
gunmen. They tried to break your

spirit, the phoenix they trled to
quell, but all In vain for the more
t tried, the harder you would

rebel. Never forgotten by Brendan
and Mary, Armagh.

McMULLAN, Danny. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Danny McMullan, South Derry
Brigade, Oglaigh na hElreann, who
dled as a result of a car accident on
February ~ 7th 1982, NI dhéanfar
dearmad alr go deo. Always remem-
b by his frlends and comrades

In the South Derry Brigade.

McMULLAN, Danny. (3rd Annlvers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Danny McMullan who was
tragically Killed on February 7th
1982. Always remembered by his

mother and father; Francls, Brenda
and famlly; Paddy, Anne and famlly;
Mick, Sally and famlly; James,
Gorettl and famlly; Marty and
Sean; Rose-Marle, Seamus and family;
Frances, Charlle and family; Teresa,
Susle and Martina.

"MeMULLAN, Danny. (3rd Annivers-

ary). In loving memory of Vol
Danny McMullan who died
sult of a car accldent on Fi
7th 1982. Your memory will
be speclal however far 1 am
Always remembered by Ca
SAUNDERS, James. (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of

\BI:I‘M:t Brlildl. Oglaigh na hElreann,
who was shot dead by British occu-
pation lorcu on February 7th 1971.
| measc laochra na nGael go ralbh
l am dfils. Always remembered by
-omrades and friends In the Bel-
lm Brigade.

SAUNDERS, James. (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of_ Vol Jim Saunders, Oglaigh na
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sometime

best wishes. From Delrdre and

, Brel
py birthday, Hrma-
Micky, Chirper
and the rest of t!
BURNS, Brendan. (Portlaolse). Elr-
thday greetings to Brendan. From
Benny, Lily and famlly.

om.v (hal hal). All our fove, From
mon, Marion and family.
CLAIKL Anthony. (Wakefleld).
Happy birthday, Tony, All our bo
wisi on your birthday,
uoos a time as possible. w.'u m-
up for It when you come home,
all ‘of us together. All our
From Belle, Liam and Gerald.
CLARKE, Anthony. (Wakefleld).
Happy birthday, Tony. Don't worry,
all starting to save (hal hal).
All our love. From

nud to.
Annn Joe and Seamus; also
Alan and ley Alan.
CLARKE, Anthony. (Wakefleld).

Happy birthday, Tony. All the best
from everyone here, From Michael
F (H1-Block).

CLARKE, h (
Tony. Well, another
215t (hal . But don't worry.
! told them all you don't look It.
The only thing Is, | don't think they
belleve me, All our love. From Mary
Manus and famlly.
CLARKE, Anthony. (Wal

Happy. birthday, Tony. What's this
water and who Is going to throw the
‘water over yo

d).

CLARKE, Anthony. (Flrknurn) BIr-
thday greetings an ¥
Anthony. From An Cumunn Clbh-
rach, Walkinstown, Dublin,
DUFFV. Joe; O'DOHERTY, Shane;
Eddle. (England). Belated
greetings to Joe Duffy (Wormwood),
Shane Doherty (Wakefleld) and Ed-
dle O'Nelll (Manchester). From all

AR AR AR KKK KR KRR AR KA KKK KK AR K
J3eannachtai

e e e e e e ek e 2o ke e ok ok ok ok Kk Kk

lhnlr lrlnndl and comrades In Trales,

WGI!. D| gus. (Portlacise). Be-
Isted birthday greetin Dingus
McGes. From all his friends and com-
rades In Trales, County Kerry.
MORROW, Anthony ‘Dodger’. (Port-
laolise). a-u wishes and lots of love
on your blrthday. Love from Mum
and Dad, xxx

(Portl
Belated birthday greetings to ‘Dod-
ger'. From Bap, Micky, Joe, Victor,
Benny, Lily and family and all
the crowd In Dundalk.

MORROW, Anthony ‘Dodger’. (Port-
Iaolse). Thinking of you always,
especlally on your 24th birthday.
Lots of love from G- aldine, Lisa,
Petrina and Pamela. x

MORROW, Anthony “Bodger". (Port-
laolse). Best of love, ‘Dodger’, on
your birthday. Love from Eoln,
Francls, Eoin Og and Alsniinn.
MORROW, Anthony ‘Dodger” (Port-
Jaolse. py Dbirthday, ‘Dodger’,
and all the best. Love from Michelle
and Victor.

hEireann, who dled on February
7th 1971. Always by his
friends and comrades In the Mc-

Caughey/Saunders cumann, Ardoyne.

SULLIVAN, Michael. (Ist Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Michael Sulllvan, Féln
(Britain), who dled on February
5th 1984. The fools, the fools, the
fools, they have left us our Fenlan
dead and while Ireland holds these
graves Ireland unfree shall never be
at peace. Always remembered by his
loving wife Barba
SULLIVAN, Michael. (1st Annlyers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Michael Sulllvan, Sinn Féin (Britain),
Wwho dled on February 5th 1984.
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for
him. Always remembered by Gerry
and Joan Small.

THOMPSON, Kathleen. (6th Anni-
versary). In proud and loving mem-
ory of our mother Kath Thomp-
son who dled on February 9th 1979.
Tlocfaldh 4&r 1. From her loving
daughters Alne and Malre.
THOMPSON, Kathleen. (6th Annl-
vavnry). ln nreud and loving mem-
ory hi Thompson who
dled on vulry 9th 1979. Never
selfish, always kind, those are the
memorles you've left behind. Always
remembered by Gerry, Colette and
Gearold.

Peter Barnes, a native of Banagher,
County Offaly, and James McCormack
from County Westmeath were among
the many IRA Volunteers who par-
ticipated in the 1939 bombing cam-
paign in English citles.

In August 1939, In one incident
during the campaign, a bomb at
Broadgate, Coventry, killed five people
and injured many more. The bomb,
concealed in the carrier of a bicycle

left standing at the kerb outside Ast-

McCABE. Deepest sympathy [s e
tended to Beatrice and Geraldin

McCabe on the death of thelr mother
Maureen, From Jim Lane.

TIERNEY. The Patrick McKenna
Sinn Feln cumann, Knockatallon,
County Monaghan, extends deepest
sympathy to the husband and famlly
of the late Rosaleen Tlerney of
Sruveel, Scotstown.

TIMOTHY. Australlan Ald for Ire-
land extends deepest sympathy to
Alice, Clara, Flachra and Flonan,
to Micha d Alice's parents and
to his close family and friends on
the sudden tragic death of Michael
Timothy. His sl Intellect, accu-
rate political analysls and vitriolic
satire In AP/RN was a major plilar
of strength to Irish republican re-
volutionarles throughout the world.
His tragic death will be deeply mour-
ned by all his comrades In Australla.

TIMOTHY. The Frank Driver Sinn
Feln cumann, Blessington, County
Wicklow, extends nnm ndol-
ences to the wife an

Ml:hl‘l Tlimothy who dlld uamly.

YIMOTMY Sincere sympathy Is ex-
tended to Alice and children and to
the frlends and comrades of Mick
who died suddenly on Saturday,
January 26th. Mick's sense of hum-
our and his great abllity as a loumal-
Ist brought him many fi

mirers Inside and outsl the Mov:

ment. A fine family man and an un-
repentant republican actlvist, his
death at the early age of 36 has
saddened all who knew him. From
Mick, Jim and Sean. UTP.

YIMOTNV Deepest and heartfelt
sympathy Is extended to Alice,
Clara, Flachra, Flonan and the mo-
ther, father, brothers and sister of
our dear frlend Michael. Mary,
Queen of the Gael, pray for him.
From all the O’Rellly famlly, Man-
chester.

TIMOTHY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly, relatives and
friends of our dear frlend Michael.
A Mhulre na nGael, guldh ar a anam.
From Michael Brennan and famlily,
Manchester.

TIMOTHY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to Alice and the children,
the Timothy and Slllery familles and
the friends and comrades of Michael
who dled so traglcally on Saturday,
January 26th. Ar dhels De go ralbh
a anam. From the McAteer family,
Walkinstown, Dublin.

TIMOTHY. Hur\lal! sympathy Is ex-
tended to the wife, children and
famlly circle of Michael. Ar dhels
De go ralbh a anam. From the Walk

Instown, Dublin, An
Cumann Cabhrach.

TIMOTHY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly and frlends
of Mick Timothy who dled suddenly
on January 26th. Mary, Queen of
lrlllnd pray for him. Al s remem-
y his friends Gerry -nﬂ Joan

branch of

S
TIMOTHY. The Sinn Feln POW
Department, Dublin, extends sincers
sympathy to the family and frlends
of Mick Timothy who dled suddenly
on January 26th. Ar _dhels De. go
ralbh sé.

TIMOTHY, Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the famlly. and frlends of
a fine Journallist
levé only those
From Paddy

Prenderviile.

TIMOTHY. The Twinbrook Martyrs
Memorlal Band, Glasgow, extend our.
heartfeit sympathy to the wife and
family of the late Mick Timothy,
editor of AP/RN, who dled on
January 26th.

TIMOTHY. The James Connolly
Flute Band, Glasgow, extend our
doepest sympathy to the wife and
family of th: e Mick Timothy
who dled on January 26th.
TIMOTHY. The Republican Band
Alliance (Scotland) deeply regrat the
death of AP/RN editor Mick Tim
thy and tender our heartfelt |ym-
pathy to his wife, chlldren, friends
and comrades.

TIMOTHY. Cnmnnnrsn S chrof le
Alice agus lels an gclann go Iéir
ar bhfs tragéideach Mick. Poblach-
tach lonralc agus comrald caoln
a_malrfigh Inar gculmhne go deo.
& Mlcheal, Malréad agus na palstf.
TIMOTHY. The Michael O’Hanrahan
Sinn  Feln cumann, New Ross,
County Wexford, extends deepest
sympathy to the famlly and comrades
of Michael Timothy, republican jour-
nalist and revolutionary soclalist. /1
measc laochra na nGael go ralbh a
anam dllls.

TIMOTHY. The Martin Forsythe
Sinn Feln cumann, Rathfarnham,
County Dublin, extends deepest sym-
pathy to Alice TImothy and family
on the death of Michael.

TIMOTHY. An Cumann Cabhrach,
Dun Dealgan, extends deepest sym-
pathy to the famlly of the late Mick
Timothy on his sudden and untimely
death.

TIMOTHV An Cumann Cabhrach,
Dublin, extends deepest sympathy to
the llm||y, frlends and comrades of
Mick Timothy who dled suddenly
on January 26th

TIMOTHY. Cumlnn Sinn Feln Tolr-
bhleach Mac Sulbhne, an. tSionna,
Condae an Chialr, extends deepest
sympathy to the wife, family and
frlends of Mick Timothy. Sweet
Jesus, have mercy on his so

The Wolfe Tone Commemoration
at Bodenstown will be held on

Sunday, June 23rd.

ley's shop In the city centre was being
transported to a place some miles out-

Before sentencing, McCormack, who
had remained silent and composed
throughout the proceedings, In a calm
and clear voice, told the court:

“As a soldier of the Irish Repub-
lican Army, | am not afraid to die,
for | am dying in a just cause.”

Barnes, who was nowhere near
Coventry on the day of the explosion,
protested his innocence.

The British police, like so many
times before and since, in endeavouring
to teach the IRA a lesson, had been
satisfied to seize any Irish person with
i and make an

side the city where an was
planned. However, it exploded prema-
turely owing to a defect in the timing
device.

Immediately following the explo-
sion, five people, including Barnes and
McCormack, were detained by police.
All were charged on suspicion only
and, at their ‘trial’ the following De-
cember, three were acquitted while
Barnes and McCormack were sentenced
to death by hanging.

example of them. The question of guilt
or innocence was immaterial as long as
English ‘justice’ had sufficient evidence
to give it a pretext for judicial murder.
The pleas for clemency which
flooded the British Home Office from
many parts of the world were in vain.
Peter Barnes and James McCormack
were hanged in Winson Green Prison,
Birmingham, on February 7th 1940,
forty-five years ago this week.

COMHRA (CONVERSATION)
Sedn: C& bhfuil tu ag dul? — Where are
you going?

Eoin: Taim ag dul go dtf an siopa
chun bainne a cheannach — | am
gomg to the shop to buy milk

Sein: Sidlfaidh mé sfos leat — | will
go with you

Eoin: Ci bhfuil td féin ag dul? —
Where are you going yourself?

Sedn: Leis an fhirinne a insint, nfl a

’ ®

GCoist

bronunciation _given  In
Orackets s a3 near as possible to
e sound.
CH s sounded as In LOCH
RNE.
e A, O u

© ana
are thich smoken with iha tonsua
against the upper

toath.
DM and GM ars like

fhios agam fés — To tell the truth
| don’t know yet

Eoin: Sidlfaidh td cuid den bhealach
liomsa, ach nfl a fhios agat cd bhfuil
td ag dul. Caithfidh go mblonn tusa
ag dul i gciorcail an t-am ar fad — You
will walk part of the way with me, but
you don’t know where you are going.
You must be going in circles all the
time

Sed le déanamh

Nil rud ar bith

REMEMBERTNGRIH ERFASTE

Barnes and Mc Gormack

BY PETER O'ROURKE

THE OUTRAGE and anger at the judicial murder of Barnes and Mc-
Cormack in England in 1940 was deeply felt, not only in Ireland but in
many countries throughout the world.

2.
® PETER BARNES

® JAMES McCORMACK

agam inniu — | have nothing to do to-
day

Eoin: N thuigim & sin, mar ni g II‘..L
feachaint timpeall leis an drochchaofl -
ina bhfuil cirsal a fheicedil — | don‘t
understand that, because It is only =
necessary to look around to see the .
bad situation things are in
NI 'fdlr faic a dhdanamh. F“
— Nothing can be™
done. Leave it tc the politicians

E: Td& mearthall i do cheann &
bheith ag sidl timpeall i gciorcail —
You are dizzy from walking in circles
Seén: N fior san — That's not true

Eoin: B'fhéidir nach bhfuil, ach is féid-
ir leat go leor a dhéanamh ti féin —
Maybe it's not, but you can do a lot
yourself

Sedn: Bhuel, déanfaidh mé macnamh
air sin. Sin an siopa, feicfidh mé td
amarach — Well, I'll think about it.
There's the shop, I'll see you tomorrow

e Culmbhneachai

na Poblachita
REPUBLICAN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Applications for speakers at Easter Easter Lilies available from:

commemorations should be made as Mrs Peg King

soon as possible to: 29 All Saints Park

An Runai, Raheny, ¢

Coiste Cuimh hain na Poblachta, Dublin 5.

34 Ce1amog Pharnell, Price: £15 per 1,000
AC 1. :
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AN UNINTENTIONALLY amusing
set of articles appeared a fortnight
ago in the /rish Times, written
sycophantic journalist Ed Moloney.
It lionised an undercover RUC unit
known as the Bessbrook Support
Unit, which was the forerunner of
the E4A ‘shoot-to-kill’ squad.

Set up in April 1979 on the orders
of Kenneth Newman and surviving for
a year, the unit was supposed to estab-
lish an RUC presence in the South Ar-
magh area, which was (and'still is) under
IRA control. The unit was Supposed to

Moloney enthused about the tough-
ness of the physical and psychological
training of the BSU. The training was
on a par with that of the Brits’ Para-
chute Regiment (most of the BSU were
ex-Brits). Some members were trained for
surveillance and the unit operated under-
cover at all times.

* A K

Two operations which the BSU carried
out are detailed by Moloney which we
can take to be typical.

One was ‘Operation Fix-it’ which in-
volved a huge area of South Armagh
being cleared by hundreds of crown
forces so that an observation post could
be set up by the BSU. This well-chosen
post was not visible from any dwellings
and because of bad weater and “odd
light” the BSU members couldn’t even

venturing out on a ‘lurk/foot-patrol’.
(A ‘lurk’, Moloney explains, is where they
take cover in a field and observe the sur-
roundings). After a few hours ‘lurking’
about in the dark, the unit was picked
up by their colleagues in disguised veh-
cles. This carry-on was described as a
qualified success’. ‘Success’, in RUC
parlance, apparently means that you
on’t get yourself killed.
The BSU were given special weapons
nd special undercover vehicles, often
ressing up in IRA uniforms and running
round pretending they were guerrillas.
But they were discouraged from engaging
in shooting confrontations with the IRA,
not  surprisingly. However, they did
: stumble across an active service unit
planting a landmine once. After an
exchange of shots, the IRA returned
safely to base.

Much of the BSU’s success(l) was due
to the fear and trepidation the unit’s
name struck in the hearts and minds of
its enemies, Moloney assured us, This
seems somewhat strange as he had earlier
told us that the unit’s name and existence
was kept a closely-guarded secret!

Obviously the Brits thought that its
endeavours should be encouraged because
on Christmas Eve 1979 the Thatchers
came over to congratulate them on man-
aging to stay alive.

After keeping them waiting for half
an hour in the cold and rain, the tin-pot
Iron Lady arrived by helicopter (how
2lse?) and strode' towards them purpose-
‘ully, pausing only to glare over her
shoulder. at husband Denis (wearing a
Sherlock Holmes disguise) who had
just fallen down the helicopter steps.

* K K

And what successes were the BSU
to be congratulated for? These well-
trained, well-armed super-dooper RUC
men, Moloney assures us, “took the strain
well”. And indeed they did. Two had
1o be retired due to nervous breakdowns;
only three had to be transferred due to
drink problems; only 20 members were
injured in IRA bomb explosions, car
accidents and self-inflicted wounds (one
shot himself in the foot with a shotgun)

» February 7th, 1985

Lurking

No BSU member was ever killed by
the IRA, Moloney boasts. Sounds like
they might have spent more of their

time in drying-out clinics, lunatic asylums ,

or in hospital than in any active capacity
in South Armagh.

Remember, the unit only ever had 33
members altogether. With a 75.5% casualty
rate being classified as a success, | won-
der if they'd recognise a failure star-
ing them in the face?

* A K

Personal vanity should have no place
in the revolutionary conscience. However,
even the staunchest of republicans seem
to succumb to it.

Danny Morrison, Sinn Fein elected
representative for Mid-Ulster and head of
Sinn Fein’s publicity department, was
caught in AP/RN’s Dublin office last
week, removing unflattering photographs
of himself from our comprehensive photo

files.

His weak excuse was that he was
“bringing the files up to date”. Here is
one that he missed, however.

Over a dozen uniformed loyalist para-
militaries who were practising manoeuv-
res on North Down’s Craigantlet Hills
last week were released after a short per-

about

iod in RUC custody when they explain-
ed that they were looking for mushrooms
and rare species of heather and were not
practising how to kill Taigs.

* A K

While Sinn Fein activists are known to
use every opportunity to promote our
Rolicies, Tom Hartley, Sinn Fein’s joint
general secretary, seems to have broken
new ground with his latest appearance. Or
is this just another example of double-
jobbing?

GOSPEL HALL, KILMORE
Lord's Day 3rd February
at 8 p.m. (D.V.)
Speaker: MR. TOM HARTLEY

@®From the Tyrone Constitution, February 1st

The UDA have claimed that they stole
the plaque erected to plastic-bullet victim
John Downes outside Sinn Fein's Connolly
House in West Belfast.

The plaque, indeed, was stolen. Not
surprisingly, it happened shortly after
crown forces saturated the Kennedy Way
area following the UDR shooting of joy-
rider Paul Kelly on January 29th.

Republicans must be quaking in their
boots at other UDA claims that two of
their ‘search and destroy’ squads threw
paint over a Castlewellan mural and
were photographed beside the republican
memorial in Crossmaglen.

However, on a serious note, it suits
the RUC to have the UDA projected as
buffoons who only require kid-glove
treatment. !

* K K

Bad timing is the only explanation
behind the bungled kidnapping last week
in Armagh by a UDR man and his assoc-
iates. The charge against lan Clarke is that
he “stole and unlawfully carried away
Catherine Bernadette Speers against her
will”,

Clarke was allegedly inspired by the
atrocious TV series The Price, currently
on Channel 4 and RTE, about the fictit-
ious abducti of a Ithy busil

1 suppose youre
right‘.’?\?hc m of
crimes perpetrated
by them is rather
\ong---. murder,

Do you think.
RS e llegal organ
imen| wich Hlegal jan-

mdisbandcd 2 et

isation!

.héd by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, 44 Parriell Sqi

[ Well, there's a put
coming down the st

, Dublin 1. tel. 747611, telax 30109; and

man’s wife in. County Wicklow.
However, Mrs Speers escaped from her
captors just two days before the next

episode of The Price was to describe how

to go about collecting the ransom de-

mand|
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That kidnapping caused the hurried
re-arrangement of a tour of South Ar-
magh by a group of. British MPs on
January 28th,

They were scheduled to visit Drumadd
Barracks but the trip was cancelled pur:
portedly because it had been “/eaked to
the Provos”. The real reason was that
the MPs did not want the embarrassment
of their visit being linked with yet anoth-

er transgression by a member of the #

UDR.
* A X

Massive cutbacks in spending in the
Free State Health Services have meant
closed wards, nurses on the dole and severe
restrictions in essential medical services to
the sick.

Can it be true that in these hard econ-
omic times the Mater Hospital in Dublin
had £15,000 to spare to spend on silver-
plated crested cutlery for the exclusive

use of their consultants during their tea ;

breaks?
A case of silver spoons but no scalpels?

A K

Galway Regional

forts of their seven consultants.

Mere economic considerations did not
affect the decision of the Western Health
Board to spend £200 on a combination
lock on toilets at the hospital. These
toilets are for the exclusive use of the con-

and the ination is known
only to them, and presumably to the
cleaners.

Meanwhile the urgently needed matern-
ity wing in the hospital remains closed for
lack of funds,

* K K

Belfast coroner James Elliott has des-
cribed the suicide of a UDR soldier last
October as one of the most baffling cases
he's ever come across.

Corporal Alexander Young (34) was
found still clutching his pistol after shoot-
ing himself through the head at the UDR
base in Belfast’s Malone Road.

Considering the high suicide rate
amongst members of the UDR and RUC,
perhaps you‘re wondering why the corol
er was baffled. Well, you see, before mak-
ing his exit from this world, Young had
been drinking with his mates, “was jovial
and had no worries or anxieties”,

-Baffling it may be, but there’ll be
quite a few less-anxious people in West
Belfast now that Corporal Young is no
longer with us.

S 0 - ¢

Going back through the files, | see
that 33-year-old SAS Sergeant Raymond
Abbotts was killed by a ricochet from
another SAS man's gun at the regimental
base in Hereford on January 17th.

| believe: it's what the Brits call an

‘own goal’.
* K& %

Poor Brid Rogers will have to look for
a new party piece, now that her story
about “Guess what happened to me at
the /ast election?” has come unstuck.

As a leading member of the SDLP in
North Armagh, Brid has been using every.
social gathering to tell the story of how a
nasty Sinn Fein person tried to deny her
a vote in next May’s Northern local
elections on the grounds that, since she
came from Donegal, she wasn't entitled
to one.

This yarn, which was published in
a Sunday paper recently, was discounted
in a letter to the same paper by the real
culprit — a fellow Donegal native who has
No connection with Sinn Fein.

Al , You can’t win ‘em alll*
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