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THE WOMEN republican prisoners in
Armagh, in their statement to mark
International Women’s Day, sent sol-
idarity greetings to their sisters in Ire-
land and throughout the world who
are struggling to free their countries
from imperialist domination.

The statement, which
was read out at the rally
outside Armagh Prison
on Sunday, March 10th,
spoke of the women
“from Nicaragua to Pales-
tine, from Southern Afri-
ca to the women’s support
groups of the mining
communities in Britain —
our message is the same
— we are with you in
spirit on this historic

day.
“The British occupat-
ion of our country,” the

 statement went on, “has

as its consequence react-
ionary and repressive sys-
tems North and South.”

TRIBUTE

The women prisoners
paid a special tribute to
“our sisters engaged in
the armed struggle for
Irish freedom who daily
confront the prospect of
death or imprisonment,
and to women political
activists within the Rep-
publican Movement striv-
ing for fundamental soc-
ial change.”

In a strongly-worded
attack on strip-searching
the women prisoners were
clear about the reasons
for its use. It is, they

say, ““a vain attempt to }

break our spirit of resis-
tance and resolve.

‘‘Strip-searching is, to
date, the most dehuman-
ising and repugnant tactic
used against us by the
British prison authorities.
Your demonstration of
solidarity with us today
is encouraging to us all
and an incentive to strug-
gle resolutely on until
this immoral practice is
stopped.

“Sisters, let us today
pledge ourselves to strive
relentlessly so that we
may one day share tri-
umph in our respective
struggles. In spirit our
support goes with you.”
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Victims of
indifference

THE INCREASING attacks on old
people living alone in the West and
North-West of Ireland are no random
robberies by passing strangers. There
is clear evidence that a particular
group or groups are acting in an organ-
ised, well-planned fashion, targeting
their victims in advance and launching
assaults on the most vulnerable and is-
olated section of the community.

These old and often infirm people are targets not
because they are rich, but because they are poor, old
and weak. The generally very small amounts of money
they have saved over many years is put by for ‘a decent
funeral’. And the money is kept at home because the
miserly pensions paid by the state are means-tested,
and the few pounds in savings of our old people is liable
for tax.

The motivation for these robberies is not need but
greed, and when the victims are so totally unprotected
the crime is all the more reprehensible. There can be no
sympathy, no reasons of social deprivation or alienation
put forward for the perpetrators of these crimes. These
robberies have been, and are, accompanied by an
indulgence in pointless acts of gratuitously sadistic
torture of old people which have resulted in several
deaths and, in one case, homelessness for an elderly
brother and sister.

Criminal legislation, as enacted by Dublin politicians,
has always been prompted by the needs of the propertied
class rather than the needs of the people of little or no
property. So it was with the Criminal Justice Act,
which was rushed through Leinster House. In stark
contrast was the inaction on the heroin epidemic which
was affecting the lives of so many working-class comm-
unities, and which Leinster House ignored until the
people organised to defend themselves and their child-
ren.

The state is only really interested in protecting the
wealthy. The elderly victims of these attacks can only
be protected by their own communities similarly or-
ganising to defend them.

The response from the media and Free State politic-
ians has been to call for more gardai and, from some
quarters, for the Free State army to be moved in.

The fact is that there is no shortage of gardai in this
state. But the Free State’s ‘security’ resources, amount-
ing to hundreds of millions of pounds and countless
personnel, are being spent on protecting paratroopers
in Crossmaglen. The same paratroopers who beat a
local man unconscious, as reported in this paper.

The establishment media thought it important to
mention “Northern involvement” in these crimes, insin-
uating a link with the war in the North. This attempt to
smear Northerners, to make pariahs of them, is all the
more despicable in face of the absence of any real
commitment to action on their part.

If the money and resources spent so willingly to prop
up Britain’s border were directed into the rural areas
where these attacks are happening, and used to create
jobs, improve communications, build hospitals and
homes, then it would be a significant contribution to
the improvement of those communities.

Instead, the state’s resources contribute to the break-
down of the fabric of society, both rural and urban.
That breakdown leads inevitably to the increasing
vulnerability of our old people.

WSWARNEWS

IRA VOLUNTEERS, in spite
of a massive RUC presence
in and around Newry since
the devastating mortar attack
11 days ago on February
28th, successfully carried a
20lb device into the centre
of the town on Tuesday
evening, March 12th.

Having carefully checked the
area in advance, the Volunteers
moved into Hill Street and placed
the 20Ib bomb at the offices of
Pearl Assurance. Several warnings
were given and the area was clear-
ed before the bomb detonated at
5.15pm, The Pearl Assurance
offices were devastated and other
premises were damaged. Early
estimates placed the damage in ex-
cess of £100,000.

The day before the Newry
attack Volunteers of the IRA's
West Tyrone Brigade attacked a
member of the RUC, who lives
in the village of Killeen, close to
Castlederg.

During the night several armed
IRA Volunteers approached the
house. An engineer carefully plac-
ed a sophisticated 10lb bomb in-
to position, below the RUC man’s
car, and attached it by means of
a magnet.

Having succeeded in placing
the device, the Volunteers with-
drew from the scene.

The followingy morning the
RUC man checked his car, discov-
ered the bomb and called in the
British army’s explosives experts,
who then took five hours to de-
fuse the bomb,
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A 23-YEAR-OLD Crossmaglen man has been assaulted three
shiies in the space of two weeks by British Paratroopers, and

in the third and most serious
scious and left by the roadside.

Fergal Kiernan, from Ardross
in the town, was on his way to
Cullaville on Wednesday, February
27th, at around 8pm when he
was stopped by the Paras at a
roadblock. He was ordered out
of the car by the Brits, who began
beating him with rifles and kick-
ing him.

They were trying to drag him into
a field when another car came on the
scene. The occupants of the second
car stayed with Kiernan until the
RUC arrived. Threats were made on
Kiernan’s life — the Brits told him
he would be shot going through a
checkpoint or they would cut his
thraat.

The following night, Kiernan was
on his way into town at around 9pm
when he was again stopped by the
Paras

‘

“They began to abuse me verbally,
and when they ordered me out of the
car | refused because of what had
happened the = night before. They
pulled me from the car by the throat

attack he was beaten uncon-

and hair and began punching and kick-
ing me.

“They dragged me to Crossmaglen
Barracks and accused me of assault-
ing members of the patrol. My shirt
was torn from my back, a gold chain
was pulled from my neck, a radio
cassette was damaged and lights and
wipers on my car were broken. | also
lost money from my pockets while
being dragged to the barracks,” he said.

On Sunday last, March 10th, Kier-
nan was again stopped by the Paras
near the town, this time on his way
home from Mass in Dundalk at around
2.30pm. The car was searched and
tapes were taken from the car, des-
troyed and thrown into a ditch. After
ten minutes, Kiernan was allowed to
proceed.

STOPPED

About 500 yards further up the
road, however, he was again stopped
by another patrol and ordered out of
the car, As he stepped out, he was
kneed in the groin. Kiernan got back
into the car and refused to move. At
this, one of the Brits opened the pass-
enger door and began hitting him on
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the arm with the butt of his rifle,
while another began pulling his hair.
Kiernan said :

“I began to sound the horn but
they opened the bonnet and discon-
nected it. | then locked the doors
of the car, but the driver's side-window
was smashed with the butt of a riffe.

“They then pulled me from the car
and five or six of them began punching
me and kicking me and hitting me
with the butts of their rifles. | covered
my face and head with my hands, but
after about five minutes | was knocked
unconscious.”

Kiernan was brought to hospital,
but refused to stay overnight. He Is
now on crutches, is suffering from spi-
nal injuries and has to take painkillers.

The Parachute Regiment is due to
leave the South Armagh area in about
wo weeks.

]



AND JACK MADDEN
LAST WEEK two members of the
Irish Catholic Hierarchy denounced
the partition of Ireland and laid the
blame for violence in the North on
Britain's doorstep.

Those statements caused a predictable
furore amongst the British, unionist and
Free State politicians. They also surprised
many Northern nationalists who are more
accustomed to the loud silence of Cath-
olic Church leaders when faced with British
injustice, or their one-sided condemnations
of nationalist resistance.

It was at a press conference in Boston,
USA, on Friday last, March 8th, that Car-
dinal O Fiaich declared that Irish unity was
“inevitable” and that partition is ‘“the
crux”. As long as partition lasts “you will
have an opposing, angry minority” he said,
adding a call for a “gradual and orderly”
British withdrawal from Ireland. The Brit-
ish presence is “divisive” he pointed out.

Whatever coverage his statements attrac-
ted in the USA, Cardinal O Fiaich's re-
marks were widely reported here in Ireland
— including a ludicrous remark he apparen-
tly made, that the Catholic population
would eventually become a numerical
majority in the six counties, and political
change would then be certain.

CONDEMNED

Speaking at a gathering of the County
Monaghan Association in London on
Saturday, March 9th, Bishop Joseph Duffy
of Clogher condemned the “unrealistic rhe-
toric about rooting out violence and terror-
ism, and the patronising lip-service to dif-
fering political persuasions” by the British
government.

Bishop Duffy, who, like Cardinal O
Fiaich, is a noted historian in his diocese,
added that “republican violence is a symp-
tom of partition.””

Swift and predictable reactions came
from the usual quarters. OUP leader James
Molyneaux called Cardinal O Fiaich's
statements “%rresponsible” and “‘totally
wrong”. “A great many Catholics actually
vote unionist”, he claimed. Ex-UDR
Major
“horrified”, while both DUP leader lan
Paisley and his party colleague Ivan Foster
called Bishop Duffy an “apologist for the
IRA”.

The Belfast Telegraph in its editorial on
Monday, March 11th, complained that
Bishop Duffy “appeared to excuse the
excesses of the most fanatical”. In a BBC
Spotlight programme, Robert McCartney
of the OUP accused the Catholic Hierarchy
of interfering, referred to “alleged injus-
tices” and, when pressed, admitted he
would not share power with nationalists.

ATTACKED
Former Unionist MP and now Viscount
Brookeborough, speaking in London, attack-

Ken Maginnis of the OUP, was *
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Clerics
condemned

@ Members of the Cry of the Oppressed deputation, (/eft to right) Briege Brownlee, Fr Des Wilson and

Fr Joseph McVeigh, talking to RTE’s Kevin O’Kelly at the press conference following the refusal of the

bishops’ conference to receive the deputation
ed Cardinal O Fiaich for “never condemn-
ing the IRA without equivocation”, adding
that his absence from recent RUC funerals
was a “disgrace”. ¢

British direct-ruler Douglas Hurd refer-
red to the points raised by Cardinal O
Fiaich as ‘“rather old-fashioned”. The bor-
der is not an issue any more, he informed
us. What people are now interested in
finding are “ways of making Northern
Ireland’s society fair and reasonable”,
Hurd concluded.

Fine Gael backbencher John Kelly told
an audience in Dublin that Cardinal O
Fiaich’s views “seem to be peculiarly
unfortunate”, They amount to “the ex-
pression of a political view, and one cal-
culated to have the worst effect on the
Northern majority”, Kelly added, for-
getting that his own government has, for
political advantage, urged the same Car-
dinal to condemn Sinn Fein voters and, by

implication, give clear approval to the
SDLP
FURORE v

Despite the furqre which their remarks
have caused, neither Cardinal O Fiaich nor
Bishop Duffy came out in support of the
republican position. They simply recog-
nised the historical truth that the British
presence is the source of republican resis-
tance in Ireland.

They did not say that that resistance
is morally justified, only that it is under-
standable in the context of the British
presence. Both denounced as ‘evil crimes’
the actions of the IRA against crown
forces, and they left little doubt that they
are very much ‘constitutional nationalists’
who would be prepared to accept ‘reform’
in the six counties for the forseeable future.

Stripped of their historical analyses of
the cause of the conflict in the six coun-
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ties, Loth the Cardinal O Fiaich and 3is-
hop Dulfy speeches are a restatement
of the Catholic Hiurarchy’s position since
October 1982 when their failure to con-
trol the political thinking of a vast sect-
ion of Northern Catholics was expressad
in votes for Sinn Fein candidates in the
Assembly elections.
FLURRY

Since then there has been a flurry of
activity and statements on the political
situation in the North from the six bis-
hops whose dioceses include that part of
Ireland. In a calculated decision the Ir-
ish Catholic Hierarchy, as a body, dec-
ided to leave it to those six bishops to
make all future pronouncements on
Northern political matters.

This was confirmed by the ‘Cry of
the Oppressed’ deputation which sought,
and was refused, a meeting with the
Irish Catholic bishops at their episcopal
conference in Maynooth on Wednesday,
March 13th.

The deputation, which represented
priests, nuns and Catholic laity con-
cerned at the Catholic Hierarchy’s neglect
of the oppressed people presented a docu-
ment to the bishops which said that far
from being on the side of the oppressed,
the hierarchy “appears clearly to be on
the side of the oppressor”.

Following the bishops’ refusal to meet
them, the deputation, at a subsequent
press conference, correctly pointed out
that in restricting comment on the six
counties to the Northern bishops, the
Catholic Hierarchy is playing Britain’s
“divide and rule” game and isolating
Northern nationalists.

STRATEGY

A further drawback in this strat-
egy, which has had major repercussions
for oppressed nationalists in the ghettos,
is that the structures of the Catholic
Church within the six counties are con-
trolled almost exclusively by middle-
class and often castle Catholics who do
not suffer the full force of British rep-
ression.

Hierarchical politics within the six
counties reflect the economic and pol-
itical interests of those same middle-
class Catholics. This has been proven
time and again in recent years as indiv-
idual Northern bishops have clearly iden-
tified with the SDLP position.

Cardinal O Fiaich’s press conference
and Bishop Duffy’s London speech, far
from indicating some new departure, ill-
ustrate the anxiety of the hierarchy
at the growth of revolutionary politics
in nationalist communities — a phen-
omenon which they refer to as ‘nation-
alist alienation’. How much longer they
can ignore the cry of the oppressed and
dodge the central issue of the moral pos-
ition of the British presence, and by ex-
tension the moral position of armed Brit-
ish soliders and RUC members on Irish
streets, remains to be seen.
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THE SHAM LIBERALISM of the Coalition parties was ex-

posed last Friday, March 8th, when the increasingly vocal
Fine Gael backbencher, Brendan McGahon from Louth,
stated that “a woman’s place is in the home”.

This has particularly angered

McGahon’s  sexist  opinion,

Foreign Minister Peter Barry’s
speech, at a conference on Cen-

tral America, in Cork at the week-

HUMAN RIGHTS
Barry spoke of his govern-
ment's “persistent”” condemnation
of human rights violations in Cen-
arguing for the
foreign

Amelica,

powers in sovereign states” and
| the “inviolability of frontiers”.
All very fine and liberal, but as
Sinn Fein pointed out In a state-
ment:

“If Mr Barry is so anxious to
defend human rights we suggest
that in order to show his integ-
rity he starts at home and acts
against the presistent abuse of

3

made on International Women's
Day, caused little reaction among-
st his party colleagues. The only
criticism came from Nuala Fenn-
ell, whose position, as Coalition
Minister for Women's Affairs, was
created by the Coalition govern-
ment as a form of lip-service to
equality.

However, since this ministry
was established, women’s groups
across the political and social

women’s groups who have repeat-
edly sought but failed to get meet-
ings with Health Minister Barry
Desmond to explain their oppos-
ition to cutbacks in the rapidly
dwindling health service and in
particular the closure of maternity.
wards in hospitals.
IMAGE

Trouble at RTE over the app-
ointment of a new Director Gen-
eral dominated political and med-
ia 1t through the past

spectrum have =q that,
when seeking a meeting with any
other Dublin government depart-
ment, they are invariably ‘fobbed
off and sent to Nuala Fennell.

week. The ‘whited sepulchre’ im-
age, which the Coalition has tried
to project on its motivation for
blocking the appointment, was

hard to swallow all along. This
was especially true when a pious
Garret FitzGerald told Leinster
House deputies:

“It is of vital importance that

® PETER BARRY.

trol, influence or bias — that it be
as independent as we can make
it

The contradictions in this
statement by FitzGerald paled,

h . when pared to his

RTE be free from political con-

human rights both North and
South of Britain’s border.””

The seemingly endless hypoc-
risy of the Dublin government
continued in Leinster House this
week with a shock-horror debate
on abuses in the social welfare
system, Some people who are
working are actually signing on
the dole, flabbergasted politicians
were told on Wednesday, as the
end of their 2%-day week as
legislators drew .to a close and
they prepared to return home
to their legal, business, medical
and farming interests.
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‘A STRIKE by 2,000 members of
the National Busworkers Union
i (NBU) is due to start next Tues-
 day, March 18th.

An earlier threatened NBU strike had
:: been postponed pending a Labour Court
2} decision on pay for CIE workers. When
% the Labour Court found in favour of the
workers and recommended a 7% wage
i , CIE in and
: tried to impose new conditions of em-
3 ployment and work practices as part
: of a package with the pay award.

This attempted blackmail was rejec-
ted by the NBU on Tuesday this week.
They re-activated their strike call, which
will seriously disrupt bus and rail ser-
vices in the twenty-six counties.

Besides the NBU members, there is
speculation that a strike call will also be
made by unions representing the 14,000
other CIE workers who are angry and
totally d ied with tac-
tics in making a long-overdue pay-increase
conditional on agreement to wider chan-

ges within the semi-state company.
nee .
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February saw the six counties with
its highest-ever unemployment figures for
that period, with 122,957 people out of
work or 21% of the total workforce.

» e

Thatcherite tactics, employed during
the miners strike, should be introduced
to the twenty-six counties, Coalition
leader Garret FitzGerald was advised at

Robert Grier, chairperson of the
Dublin branch of the Institute of Char-
ered ies and Administrators, ad-
vocated a change in the whole approach
to industrial relations, including a legal
obligation _on trade unions to hold pre-
strike ballots.
This, in his opinion, would serve the
interests of ordinary decent trade union-
ists against manipulation by ‘activists’.
Grier’s patronising attitude shows his
ability to grasp trade union practice.
In all cases the demand for strike action
comes direct from the shop floor and not
from union leadership. If any reform is
needed in labour law, it is to remove the
bias in favour of capital.

e
Sixty-five workers at the Castleblay-
furniture factor: B

LE DARA MAC DARA

IS MAITH le rialtas Bhaile Atha
Cliath go gceapfadh muintir na hEir-
eann gur stat neamhspledach an ceann
ata faoina chiram. Ta flaitheas ag an
stat seo, a deir siad. Ta a fhios ag
Poblachtom nach fior an chaint sin
agus 6 am go chéile deir muid 90
mbeadh a mhalairt d’iompar acu da
mbeadh flaitheas i gceist.

Ach nf leor sin don ghnathdhuine; agus
caithfeas muid a bheith ag smaoineamh
faoin ngnathdhuine i gcénai né caillfidh
muid an cluiche.

Nior mhiste do Poblachtdir &igin liosta
a bhreacadh des na ciirsai a chruthaionn
gan amhras ar bith nach bhfuil flaitheas ag
stat Bhaile Atha Cliath, gur fostat de chuid
Sasana atd ann. Nior mhiste an liosta sin
a bheith i gcl6 i gconai ar bhileog a d’fhéad-
fai dhéileadh amach ag cruinnithe sraide
agus ag a leithéidf.

Diirire, ta géargha lena leithéid. Is beag
duine ar féidir leis smaoineamh faoi na
clrsal seo nuair a chuirtear ceist air ag
cruinnid poibli né muid ag dul 6 dhoras go
doras ag lorg tacafochta sna toghachain

aitidla. 3
TUS

Cuirfidh mise, dé bhrf sin, tds maith leis
an liosta agus mé ag tagairt do British Mer-
chant Shipping Act 1894. Faoin acht sin is
amhlaidh a thagann gach bad agus long
agus soitheach sna hoiledin seo faoi smacht
dhlf Shasana.

Ach théinig athru ar chdrsai, a deir tu
nuair a rinneadh staitin de chuid den tlr i
1921, .i., nuair a bunaiodh an Saorstat.
Athrd da laghad a thalnlg, a thaisce. Is
amhlaldh a ghlac an Saorstat leis an acht
céanna. Scun scan a shlog siad siar é.

Ach nuair a tharraing De Valera a bhun-
reacht nua mar dhallamhullég anuas orainn,
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Bus strike
Imminent:

=

Ltd, lost their jobs this week, as the firm
went into receivership.

Locals maintain that the factory was
making a profit, but because the owners
were creaming off the profits into their
personal bank . accounts, money was not
being re-invested in the firm.

e

A statutory minimum wage should
be introduced to combat the exploitation
of under-paid workers such as cleaners,
hairdressers, janitors etc, ICTU president
Matt Merrigan stressed last week.

Merrigan, who was speaking at a
conference to highlight the problem
of slave-wage workers, said that these
people were usually non-unionised and
that employees often sack workers who
attempt to organise a union to improve
pay and conditions.

e

The Free State Department of Labour,
the IDA and management are trying to
con Talbot workers out of £20,000
in statutory redundancy payments, the
Employment Appeals Tribunal was told
last week

In 1981, when the car plant in White-
hall was closing down, the IDA, in what
was hailed at the time as a new departure
in state intervention, stepped in during
union-management negotiations and pled-
ged a new project in the area which
would re-employ the 90 workers involved.

The workers gladly accepted this
initiative, and so was born the now in-
famous ‘Talbot Deal’, part of which was
that continuity of employment would be
preserved thus avoiding broken service.
All of this sounded fine in theory and got
the IDA good press which they exploi-
ted to the full.

However, the reality has been quite
different and no new jobs have been pro-
vided.

Last year the workers, fed up with
waiting for the pie in the sky jobs, lodged
a claim with the Employment Appeals
Tribunal, which found in their favour and
ruled that they were owed a further
£20,000 in severance pay.

But company director Ned Gould
immediately appealed this decision in the
High Court. This court ruled in favour
of the company, claiming the original

Flaitheas ?
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®s féld/r le saighdidiri agus péilini Shasana dul
long Eireannach ar bith gan chuireadh, gan iarraidh

ar bord

a leanann td, caithfidh go ndearna sin an
t-athrG? Athrd dé laghad. Nior bhac an
stit le hacht ar leith a dhreachtadh faoi
loingeas tradidla chun go bhféadfaidis
dearmad a dhéanamh den British Merchant
Shipping Act 1894, iad ag ligean orthu
féin go rabhadar saor agus neamhspleéch.
Os rud é go bhfuil a dhoithean déanta ag
an gCombhrialtas i mBaile Atha Cliath le
loingeas tradala na hEireann a Iont (féach
imeachtai’ Loingeas Eireannl) cén mhaith

a dhéanfadh sé do ghnéthmhuintir na hEir-
eann da ndéanfai acht nua a dhréachtadh
agus dIf a bhunadh air?

GAN CHEAD
Ar a Iaghad ar bith ni bheadh cead
faoin dIi" ag saighdidirf ?us ag pailin
Shasana dul ar bord long Eireannach agus
daoine a ghabhail, gan chuireadh gan
iarraidh.
Déantar sin coitianta i bhfarraigi na

i 7/////’/ 7
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bunal was wrong In law, Judge B"mn
rldlumd the claim back to the Employ. 7
ment Appeals Tribunal which met [as
week and decided to reserve its decision
on the case.

\
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The myth that trade unions are re.
sponsible for the large number of com.
pany closures was rejected by ITGWY
pusldant John Carroll at a conference

the Ci and Eco-
nomics Society at UCG last week. Carrol|
stated that this was merely a convenient
tch-cry”” to cover up management
ineptitude.
His view was backed up by Kevin
Kelly, one of the twenty-six counties’
most pvommem liquidators, who blamed
over of , lack of
reaction to l:hange, lack of management
depth and lack of information, as major
reasons for closures.

Five-hundred-and-eighty-four compan-
ies went into liquidation and 112 went
into receivership in 1984.

es

A strike by 15 employees of the Hos-
pital Joint Services Board, which sup-
plies hospitals with sterile items and laun-
dry, began on Monday, March 11th,
The workers are looking for compensat-
ion following the board’s decision in
October 1982, to do away with early-
morning overtime.

en

The Justice Office of the Major '
Religious Superiors has called on all :
Irish stores to stop selling South African
goods, in a statement which praised the
courage and commitment shown by the
Dunnes anti-apartheid strikers during %
their 34-week-old dispute.

The statement, issued on behalf of
180 religious orders, denied that they
were ‘introducing politics’ into the busi-
ness of the stores:

“These stores  have already allowed
politics to become a part of their busi-
ness when they offer South African goods
for sale.

“Providing an outlet for products
from South Africa supports the present
political status quo and strengthens the
white minority already in power, enabling
them to hold on to their political posi
ion.”

There will be a benefit disco for the
Dunnes strikers in the CIE Hall, Inchicore,
on Monday, March 18th. Admission will
be £2 (£1 d)

hEireann agus sna cuanta sa mBreatain.
Tugtar faoi ndeara go bhfuil na péilini
an-chdramach ar fad-nuair a theastaionn
uatha dul ar bord long eachtrannach i gcal-
afort Shasana. larrann siad cead 6n mdistir
ar dtds. Sin an dIf, mar a bhaineann sé le
soithigh eachtrannacha. Més soithigh Ei
eannacha iad sitlann siad isteach iontu gan
chead a lorg uair is mian leo, mar a dhéan-
ann siad agus long Shasanach i gceist.

Rud eile fés: M4 bhionn aon triobldid
ag maistir loinge ar bord loinge amuigh ar
an bhfarralge lena fhoireann agus ma cheal}
eann sé gur sharaigh siad an dIf téann sé 0s
comhair cdirte sa mBreatain fid més long
‘Eireannach’ at3 i gceist. Bhi cds den
chinedl sin sna seascaidi a bhain leis an
Irish Oak, m&s buan mo chuimhne.

Cuireadh an scéal seo i lathair Tony
Gregory anuraidh agus hiarradh air ceist
a chur i dTeach Laighean féachaint cen
freagra a bhfaigheadh sé.

SONA

Deallraionn sé nar thuig an tAire go
baileach céard é dairire a bhi i gceist, gur
chaith sé an cheist i measc na statseirbh-
iseach, ag iarraidh orthu siad i a fhreag-
airt. Fuair sé ‘freagra’, ceart go leor, agus
d'eisigh sé & sin i bhfoirm scriofa, sa chaoi
gur hob sé poibliocht.

Bhi na statseirbhisigh glic. Sheachain
siad bri na ceiste (a cuireadh faoin gcaoi 3
shidlann péilinf isteach i long Eireannach
gan chead, mar a bheadh long Shasanach
inti). Nior luaigh siad an British Merchant
Shrpelng Act 1894.

Nior admhaigh siad nach raibh aon Acht
um Loingeas Tradéla ag an Saorstat agus
gur faoi dhli Shasana f6s atd muid uilig sna
cirsaf sin. Baol orthu. Ach d’admhaigh siad
nach raibh sé i gceist ag an gCombhrialtas
Acht um Lomgus Trédéla a dhréachtadh,
Bhiodar sona sasta fanacht faoi dhlf
Shasana.
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RUG RETALIATION

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

FOLLOWING the IRA’s devastating blow to the sectarian
RUC in a mortar attack in Newry on February 28th — which

killed nine RUC personnel

— it was predictable that retal-

iation would be swift and would be sanctioned at the highest

level within that force.

Within hours of the attack,
three people — one a 17-year-old
— were arrested and other arrests
of up to 17 people from Newry
and South Down have resulted
in charges, some specifically re-
lated to Newry, being brought
against 18 so far.

One of those charged, 31-year-
old customs officer Eamon Collins
from Barcroft Park, a father of
two young children, is, accord-
ing to republican sources in
Newry, being pressurised by the
RUC to fabricate evidence against
others. Collins was arrested from
his home within three hours of
the mortar attack and is believed
to have undergone intense phy-
sical, emotional and psychological
pressure during interrogation in
Armagh’s Gough Barracks.

On Thursday, March 7th, one
week after his arrest, the RUC
arrived at his home and asked his
wife Bernie and their two young
babies to accompany them to
Gough Barracks. However, when
she refused to go voluntarily,
she was arrested and taken to her
husband that night. After the
meeting with her husband, Mrs
Collins confirmed that his whole
personality had drastically chan-

d,
However, Collins was not the

only person to have undergone
pressure according to accounts
from those released. A solicitor
who visited Castlereagh has con-
firmed that the RUC have reacted
with an iron fist by meting out
beatings in Gough and Castle-
reagh in an attempt to secure
verbal or written statements under
duress. Two men who underwent
such heavy-handed tactics, but
were released without being char-
ged are John Jones, a father of five
from O’Neill Avenue, Newry, and
21-year-old Camlough man Conor
Murphy.

On Sunday, March 3rd, John
Jones, a well-known local repub-
lican, was beaten up by three
RUC men who came to arrest
him under Section 12. The
Jones’ home was thoroughly ran-
sacked while the family were
placed under room arrest. Jones
was then bundled into the back
of one of four RUC cars, a carbine
was shoved into his ribs and en
route to Gough Barracks, in an
attempt to unnerve him before
his interrogation began, the RUC
car slowed down and he was told
he was going to be shot while
attempting to escape.

THREATS

During five days interrogation

BY ROBERT CARLIN.

RESIDENTS of the Springhill estate in Ballymurphy have

halted the building of 22 new houses by the Housing Exec-
utive in protest over the condition of the older houses in the

area.

The estate was built ten years
ago and in recent years tenants
have been plagued by a vast num-
ber of faults, including rotten
window and door frames, subsid-
ence, damp, inadequate heating
and faulty sewage.

A group of about 30 women
have occupied the building site
from 11am to 1pm for a number
of days in a bid to highlight their
case. The majority of the work-
men have downed tools during
the protests, although a few have
continued to work.

Marian Goodman, a resident of
Springhill, told AP/RN:

paper into ventilation ducts in an
effort to keep out the cold.

In many cases, residents waited
five weeks for the plasterers to
arrive to finish the job, by that
time the insulation in the houses
was worse than it had been be-
fore. Grants of up to £145 were
paid out for redecoration, but any
residents who owed that amount
or more in rent arrears received
nothing.

Refurbishment was carried out
arbitrarily and not across the
board. Isabella Curley lives at 48
Springhill Avenue. Numbers 40 to
50 had repairs carried out during

“We’re sitting like a forg
slum in the middle of all this re-
development.”

Five years ago, the Housing
Executive stated that refurbish-
ment was to be carried out in the
Springhill estate. Central heating
was installed, houses were insul-
ated and window frames replaced,
where necessary. The insulation of
the houses was so slipshod that it
fell away shortly after it was in-
stalled. Workmen stuffed news-

the refur programme,
but number 48 was bypassed. Mrs
Curley is a pensioner and the legal
guardian of four children. She
said:

“I’m sick and tired of listening
to promises and lies. |'ve just been
treated like dirt. I'm 14 years here
and there’s never been anything
done to this house that needs to
be done.”

Ann Walker, chairperson of the

in Gough, numerous threats were
made on his life as the RUC
attempted to intimidate him into

Springhill Housing Action Group,
said:

““The Housing Executive tell us
they’'ve no money, but there’s
money for refurbishment and
building everywhere else. They
know Springhill is in such a state
and it's such a slum that they
don’t want to spend money on it.

“The sewage pipes in these
houses run under the living rooms,
and when it’s broken and smells
they just don’t come out — even
in the hot weather.

‘“When we meet the Housing
Executive we'll be demanding
thorough refurbishment of everv

admitting to the Newry attack.
He was struck around the side
of the head several times and by

house in Springhill or total demol-
ition.”

BAD DESIGN

A Housing Executive spokes-
man admitted that there were
problems arising from the bad
design of the houses and their
poor environment, but, he said,
“these require long-term solutions
and the Housing Executive is con-
sidering what these might be”,

Sinn Fein housing spokesper-
son, Sean Keenan, said the Hous-
ing Executive’s record in Spring-
hill was one of broken promises

Tuesday he had a severe pain
in his right ear. Before Jones was
released on Thursday, an RUC
doctor giving him a medical
examination informed him that he
had a perforated eardrum. Sub-
sequently, Jones made a formal
complaint to the RUC and has
pressed charges through his solici-
tor.

DESPERATION

In another example of the
RUC’s desperation to secure a
‘confession’, Conor  Murphy,
an ex-POW, was arrested on
Friday, March 1st, and, within
the space of a few hours, had
already received two black eyes
from his RUC interrogators. Mur-
phy was forced to sit on the floor
during several interrogation ses-
sions, often being riragged around
by the hair and subjected to num-
erous threats against his own life
and members of his family. He
told AP/RN:

“They said they would put a
booby-trap under my mother’s
car and that the next time | was
stopped on my own at a check-
point | would disappear, that I'd
end up like the boys in Strabane.”

According to Murphy, the
RUC also made no secret of the
fact that, after Newry, they had
been accorded authority to use
whatever tactics they needed in
order to secure statements. He
added:

“They said the gloves were off
and they could do what they
liked.”

What is clear from these acc-
ounts is that, in_the wake of the
mortar attack in Newry, the RUC
are vainly attempting to undo
some of the political damage and
instability caused by the effective-
ness of the operation by forcing
‘confessions’ or ‘evidence’ out of
those arrested, in order to produce

and

shoddy workmanship. He
went on:

“The tenants will continue to
stop construction work every day
until the Housing Executive givea
firm commitment on what they
are going to do about the state of
the older houses and when they
are going to do it,

“The people here are not pre-
pared to accept false promises
and patchwork jobs. This is just
the start of our protest and we
are not going to stop until the
old houses are completely refurb-
ished.”

A
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DUBLIN’'S busy O’Connell Street
was blocked for an hour on Saturday |
q%moon, March 9th, by more than

h

s and

of pounds’ worth of stock.

Amongst those at the protest were Dub- &
lin Sinn Fein’s Christy Burke and Tony
O’Flaherty, Deputy Tony Gregory, Danny
Morrison, Sinn Fein elected representative

for Mid-Ulster, and Nicky Kelly.

At one stage, when gardai tried to break
up the protest by forcing a CIE bus through,
Christy Burke and Tony Gregory lay down
in its path. Both men had their names
taken by gardai and face possible charges.

PERISHABLES

The traders’ goods, which were seized
in the morning, were perishables (flowers
and shamrock) and weren’t released until
that evening on receipt of £100. When |
the traders finally got their produce back,
after 5pm, the bulk of it was unfit for
sale and most of Saturday’s shoppers had

gone home anyway.

To add insult to injury, the traders were

REFUSING a last-minute £100 ‘bribe’ offer to the local

4 ters of the
!nnerCntyStreet-TradersAssociation, i » .
in protest at the arrest of 14 street-|
traders and the seizure of hundreds
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® Dublin’s street-traders, with Christy Burke and Tony Gregory (centre), mount a blockade of O’Connell Street

tenants’ association, over 40 residents from Inchicore’s St
Michael’s estate occupied the D’Olier Street offices of the
New Dublin Gas Company on Monday, March 11th.

The sit-in was the result of
growing anger over the casual
indifference shown by the gas
company and Dublin Corporation
towards people’s concern about
the dangers posed by the con-
version of the estate’s central
heating system from oil to gas.

Tenants were not even aware
that the switch-over was taking
place until the heating started to
break down. When this occurred,
the tenants’ association gained an

all fined a further £10 when they appeared
in court on Monday morning.
Attacking the heavy-handed tactics of

erty said:

the gardai, Christy Burke and Tony O’Flah-

“These people are only trying to earn

)

a living yet they seem to be getting more

garda attention than Dublin’s heroin

3 ) 3

| ® Roy Kavanagh, St Michael’s Tenants Association

the gas

PR

‘sTony O’Leary

assurance from the gas pany
that no further conversions would
be carried out until April, when
the heating is usually turned off
due to seasonal adjustments. The
gas company subsequently reneged
on the agreement and converted
remaining flats “on the sly”, as
one tenant told AP/RN.

FEARS
Genuine fears have been ex-
pressed about the new system’s

[ BY BRENDAN KERR

]

against the water rates.
Jimmy Delaney,

spokesper-

AS DUBLIN COUNCILLORS met in City Hall on
Monday evening, March 11th, to discuss the Bill of Esti-
mates (annual budget), over 50 members and supporters of
the Ballyfermot Community Association, including Bally-
fermot Sinn Fein, staged an hour-long protest outside

position of the water rates tax.

safety, fears which have not been
allayed by the Corporation’s can-
cellation two weeks ago of a meet-
ing between themselves, the gas
company and the tenants, which
was designed to put people's
mind at rest.

Complaints from residents of
the nearby Bulfin estate last
week led to the discovery of
gas leaks and the St Michael’s
Tenants’ Association decided to

occupy the gas company’s offi-
ces to make their voices heard.

A bus was hired to take people
to the protest, but when the gas
company got wind of this they
sent a representative, Tony O’
Leary, to St Michael’s. O‘Leary
offered a tenants’ committee meet-
ing £100 to ‘cover expenses’
if they called off the occupation.

The offer was firmly refused
and the protest went ahead.

son for Ballyfermot Sinn Fein,

said:

“Whilst £500 million a year
is spent on protecting Britain’s
border, whilst the rich coin it
in because there’s no real wealth
tax, whilst the big farmers get
away without paying a substant-
ial amount of their taxes due
to public service cutbacks, and
whilst the banks and ‘fly-by-
night” multinationals screw .rhe
twenty-six-county economy silly,
the Labour/Fine Gael govern-
ment expects the working class
to meekly accept the unjust im-

Qur answer is loud and clear:
We won't!

“Sinn Fein, together with the
BCA, the trade union movement,
NATOand ACRA, calls on every-
one to resist the local authorit-
ies’ intimidating threats of legal
action against those who refuse,
in most cases because they can-
not afford it, to pay the water
rates charges.

“Sinn Fein once again pledges
its support to the campaign ag-
ainst the water rates and in
defence of essential services.
If any area has its water cut off

z IATE e [ 2
| ® The BCA won't pay! @ | *

“Elected councillors are sup-
posed to serve the oeople who
voted for them, not subject
them to further financial hard-

due to non-payment of the
charges, then Sinn Fein will see
that they are reconnected as
soon as physically possible.

pushers.”

On Wednesday night, March
13th, officials from the New
Dublin Gas Company and Dublin
Corporation finally appeared at
a tenants’ meeting to explain their
position — but not to everyone’s
satisfaction.

To try to allay fears about saf-
ety, the officials repeatedly quot-
ed a report carried out in 1974
(the Kenny report) after a gas ex-
plosion ‘in ‘Ronan Point flats in
London, where five people died.

If so much importance was att-
ached to this report, the tenants
argued, why couldn’t they see it?

““You probably wouldn’t be
able to understand it,” said the
Corporation’s Mr Miley. “Besides,
it’s up to the city manager to re-
lease it.””

‘“We’ll decide whether we can
understand it or not,” replied ten-
ants’ chairperson Roy Kavanagh,
“and if we can‘t, then we’ll en-
gage a consultant.”

Dublin Corporation’s city man-
ager has until Friday evening to
furnish St Michael’s Estate Ten-
ants’ Association with a full copy
of the Kenny report, otherwise all
further gas company work on the
estate will be brought to a halt.

TH ~
g !
® Sinn Fein’s Jimmy Delaney
(centre) on the picket

ship and attacks on their living
standards. The forthcoming local
government elections, in June,
will be an ideal time to remind
them of that.”
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A DEBATE at University Col-
lege Cork, on the motion
‘That this house refuses to
condemn the armed struggle
in the North of Ireland’ drew
one of the biggest audiences
and keenest debates at the
college.

Speaking at the UCC Philos-
ophical Society debate, Sinn Fein
president Gerry Adams said that
republicans today did not seek to
glamorise the continuing struggle
in the North. They saw it for
what it was, a hard and bloody
necessity forced upon those seek-
ing Irish independence by a ruth-
less and mercenary colonial reg-
ime.

Northern nationalists had been
abandoned, by successive Dublin

victo

B8Y JANE PLUNKETT

THE .LOYALIST-DOMINATED Bel-
fast City Council on Monday, March
11th, abandoned their attempts to
close the Whiterock Leisure Centre
over the flying of the Tricolour, at
least for the foreseeable future.

The row had been simmering for several
months, during which unsuccessful moves
were made by loyalist councillors aimed
either at having the centre closed down or
persuading the British government to take
over responsibility for its running.

During a 90-minute debate at Monday'’s
full council meeting, the Official Unionists
failed to get DUP backing for their proposal
to call on RUC chief John Hermon to
instigate “appropriate action”, That amend-
ment was defeated by 20 votes to 11.
Afterwards, OUP opposition ensured the
heavy defeat of the DUP-backed amendment
(proposed by independent unionists) to shut

White
Y

T

0
L 2% I i
the Whiterock Leisure Centre in a month’s
time unless the British government took
action.
TACTICAL SPLIT

The meeting thus revealed a deep tac-
tical split within the unionist camp, Offi-
cial Unionists having evidently realised that
the bigoted loyalist campaign against the
leisure centre had only strengthened the
unity of the local nationalists whose facili-
ties were under threat. Closing the White-
rock centre was ‘Just what Sinn Fein want-
ed” said the OUP’s Alfie Redpath in the
course of the debate. It was left to Sinn

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEW!

Fein Councillor Alex Maskey to point out
the undisputed fact that it was loyalists, not
Sinn Fein, who had first raised the issue.

Speaking afterwards, Gerry Adams, Sinn
Fein’s West Belfast MP, said that the coun-
cil’s decision not to proceed as threatened
against the Whiterock Leisure Centre “shows
the gains which can be made by a united
nationalist community asserting its rights
against the forces of loyalist sectarianism.””

He added:

“| congratulate the people of the White-
rock and Upper Springfield area on their
stand.”
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administrations, to a British and
loyalist sectarian regime. Referr-
ing to the “politics of condemnat-
ion so beloved by, for example,
Peter Barry,” Adams said that
such statements were scorned by
Northern nationalists living under
the reality of British rule.

The 1916 Rising, and the arm-
ed struggle which followed it,
were not condemned, he said, nor
were the fighters of Tom Barry’s
+Flying Column. It was also a fact
that Fine Gael ministers heaped
praise on Michael Collins, a man
hardly noted for his pacifist att-
itudes.

VICTIMS

“To condemn the armed strug-
gle in the North is to side with
the British presence against those
who were the victims of the un-
finished business of the struggle
which was aborted in the 1920s
with partition,” Adams continued .

The British government listens
only to those it is forced to res-
pect, he said, and an example of
that was Thatcher’s arrogant
“out, out, out” statement. Peter
Barry’s recent apology, for crit-
icising Thatcher, “shows how
much self-respect he has left”.

“A British withdrawal, amne-
sty for prisoners and a recognition
by the British government of the
Irish nation’s right to rule itself is
the only process which would

In  London on International
Women’s Day, March 8th, over

Dickets an
against Sirip-

DURING the past week, the strip-searching issue has been
highlighted at numerous events in Britain and in Ireland.

speaker at a well-attended fringe
meeting on strip-searching, where stu-

100 women staged a
protest outside Downing Street.
Amid chants and singing, hund-
reds of helium balloons were
released bearing the names of the
republican prisoners in Armagh
Jall;\lso in London, Holloway Jail
was picketed last Friday and Sunday.
Over the weekend there were protests
in Oxford, Glasgow, and Leicester,
the Derry video Strip-searching —
security or subjugation was shown
widely and a number of groups who
travelled on the weekend delegation

dents y setting
up new anti-strip-searching committees,

In Dublin, the Stop the Strip-
Searches Committee held a 24-hour
vigil outside the British Embassy
from 5pm on Friday, March 8th.
Also on Friday, the offices of Co-
operation North, the selfstyled “first
Northern Ireland Embassy,” were oc-
cupied. About 12 people took part,
among them recently-released POW
Pauline Deery.

White line pickets were organised
all over Dublin on Friday evening, in
Bray, Stillorgan, Ringsend, Rathfarn-
ham, the Liberties, Finglas, Bally-

to Armagh held press
and public meetings following their
return.

provide the key for
and lead to a just and peaceful
society in Ireland,”” Adams ended.
The motion, which was prop-
osed by Ulick O‘Connor, was
narrowly defeated. A motion call-
ing for the repeal of Section 31

In last Saturday, March
9th, a former prisoner, Pauline Deery,
was one of the platform speakers at
the National Union of Students con-

ference.
DISCUSSED
That afternoon, she was the main

was passed unanimously.

mun, Dr North Strand, Cab-
ra and Tallaght.

ACTIVITIES
The protests were continued on
Saturday, with a picket outside the
GPO in Dublin, These activities mark-
ing International Women's Day have
given an added impetus to the cam-
paign against strip-searching, and the

=

many action groups intend to step
up their protests.

‘A Cry from the Oppressed’, a
group of priests, nuns and Catholic
laity concerned at the inactivity of
the Catholic Church Hierarchy in
speaking out against strip-searching and
other British injustices in the six
counties, travelled to the Catholic
bishops’ conference in Maynooth on
Wednesday this week .

They were informed that the bish-
ops had already spoken out against the

|

policy of strip-searching women in
Armagh Jail.

At a press conference in Maynooth
on Wednesday afternoon Fr Joe Mc-
Veigh, speaking on behalf of the de-
putation, pointed out that despite
the bishops' claim that strip-searching
has been scaled down because of
their ‘pressure’ on the Northern Ire-
land office, the reality Is that the de-
cline in the number of strip-searches
is a direct consequence of the decline
in the number of remand prisaners.

-4
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BY ANNE MACTKENZIE

HE British miners’ strike was,

from the very start, a highly pol-

itical strike. It was not simply
an attempt to win higher wages from
a reluctant employer. Rather, it be-
came a confrontation about a fun-
damental question: should society be
organised for the benefit of present
and future generations of working
people, or should it be organised to
make profits for a few multinational
capitalists?

On the one hand, Margaret Thatcher and
her government plan to ruthlessly reduce
the mining industry to a few ‘superpits’ in
the central coalfields. These would be equip-
ped with the latest technology and be higin-
ly productive, with few miners and a weak-
ened union, and could then be sold off to
multinational mining enterprises.

Pits in the outlying areas, and the com-
munities that depend on them, would be
left to die, and the miners and their child-
ren would be forced to join the army of at
least four million unemployed that That-
cherite policies have already produced.

The miners, for their part, argue that the
coal industry should be organised for the
benefit both of those who work in it and for
the community as a whole and that long-
term plans should be made for the careful
exploitation of Britain’s greatest natural
resource. It does not make sense either in
social or economic terms to destroy com-
munities, to swell the ranks of the unem-
ployed or to leave viable pits producing high
quality coal to rot for lack of investment.

The attack on the miners is part of a long-
term strategy, also being implemented in
other nationalised industries and in the wel-
fare services, of restructuring the British
economy in the interests of multinational
capitalism. The miners have recognised,
as Arthur Scargill has repeatedly stated,
that they are in the frontline of the fight

@ Miners”

not just for their own jobs, but for every-
body’s jobs. In failing to support them,
other trade unionists are undermining their
own position,

As far back as 1978, right-wing Tory MP
Nicholas Ridley drafted a report on Con-
servative policies for the nationalised indust-
ries. This put forward contingency plans for
a miners’ strike, which included: building up
coal stocks, particularly at power stations,
introducing dual coal/oil-firing in all power
stations, cutting off state benefits to strikers
and equipping and preparing a large mobile
squad of police to act against violent pickets.
“Good non-union drivers”, the report said,
should be recruited to cross picket lines with
police protection

HEN the Tories came to

Organised
power, these plans were swift-

w ly implemented. They organ-

ised their defences and prepared to
beat and starve the miners back to
work. Coal stocks were tripled, gener-
ating stations were switched to more
flexible fuel and the policing plans
were acted on. Laws were brought in
to make mass picketing and second-
ary picketing illegal and to severely
restrict the payment of social secur-
ity benefits to strikers’ families.

The British government has thrown
every available weapon into the battle:
public money, the police, the law, the media,
‘divide-and-rule’ tactics. Under this on-
slaught, tens of thousands of miners and
their ies have been politicised to
an extent not seen in Britain since before
World War Two. Many swear that they will
never see the state through the same eyes
again.

The government’s plan to develop a few
pits and leave the rest to die meant that
‘divide-and-rule’ was an obvious tactic. The

wives from Kent stage a demonstration in Leicestershire
to raise support for the striking miners in March of last year

essons learned from

British pits battle |

~

strike started with miners at threatened pits
coming out. The NUM leadership’s decision
to transform this into a national strike with-
out a ballot was to provide a propaganda
weapon for the government.

But, as the striking miners pointed out,
“Why should we allow people in safe jobs
to vote away the jobs of other people?”
The Tory Party and the Coal Board worked
behind the scenes to set up scabs’ com-
mittees. Business tycoons poured in money
and some of Thatcher’s advisers assisted in
planning the ‘back-to-work’ campaign and
designing advertising material for it. Using
the so-called working miners as cover, Tory
lawyers initiated a succession of legal actions
against the NUM.

Public money

N pursuit of its objective, the

British government has poured huge

amounts of public money down the
drain. It paid £1.5 million to buy
veteran union-breaker lan MacGregor
from an American merchant bank to
make him the ‘axeman’, first of Brit-
ish Steel and then of the Coal Board.
By the end of the miners’ strike, over
£3,000 million had been spent —
much of it on importing coal and oil
for the power stations — in order to
achieve an annual saving of £250
million.

As with the occupation of the six coun-
ties, which costs British taxpayers some
£1,500 million per year, and of the Falk-
lands/Malvinas, which costs more than
£1,000 million annually, it is the long-term
interests of the establishment that are treat-
ed as a priority.

At the same time, the government moved
to cut off funds to the miners and their
families. Although the National Union of
Mineworkers was not paying strike pay,
the 1980 Employment Act ‘deemed’ that
strikers were receiving £16 per week from
their union and their social security benefits
were reduced by that amount. So two adults
with two school-age children were receiving
just £24.75 a week. Single men got nothing.
Also, legal action by the National Working
Miners’ Committee succeeded in freezing
the £6.8 million assets of the NUM, which

@ A policeman in full riot gear savagely assaults a defenceless
miner — an all-too-familiar scene throughout the strike

® Scabs stopped ¢

meant that funds for financing flying pickets ~ ci
ran out.

While financial hardship was the main gr
factor forcing miners back to work, it in
paradoxically also helped to produce the Pi
most remarkable feature of the strike: the m
unprecedented mobilisation of women. Wa: m

men In mining communities have tradit- W
ionally been confined to the home, but over. ie
the last twelve months thousands have de- ir

= =

__H Y JANE PLUNKETT

ONE CONSEQUENCE of the strike has been -
edented presence of small groups of people f
mining communities on delegations to natio
of the six counties. Last weekend, miners
Yorkshire and Lancashire visited the six coun
part in the International Women's Day pro
Armagh Jail. During their stay, several of
spoke to AP/RN about the strike, and how i
ed their lives.

Before the strike began,
Janet Macreadie, aged 30,
from Rotherham, was “just
a miner’s wife”.

“My life consisted more or
less of getting the babby up
for school, shopping, waiting
for paydays. The highlight of
a week was getting a wage and
spending it. | wasn’t interest-
ed in politics and | always
thought the police were there
to help us.”

Mother-of-five Margaret Sh-
ukla (44), also from Yorkshire,
was also a housewife. She be-
came involved virtually full-
time in the strike.
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cided to ‘stand up and be counted’.

They have organised women’s action
groups in all areas and allied with fem-
inists to form the national Women Against
pit Closures movement. They have raised
money, bought food and provided regular
meals for the strikers day in and day out.
Women with no previous political exper-
ience have toured Britain and abroad speak-
ing at meetings, joined picket lines and

gone to prison and suffered degrading strip-
searches.

Policing
HE massive and sophisticated pol-
icing operation against the strike
has brought many in the mining
communities to see the British state in

a different light. In effect, Britain’s
“'local police forces have been welded
into a national force through the Nat-
ional Reporting Centre, a co-ordinat-
ing body based at Scotland Yard.
Aided by a computer, this arranged
the deployment of police around the
country — it arranged 220,000 assign-
ments in the first ten weeks of the
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ice sealed off the Yorkshire
village of Armthorpe, chased
pickets through the streets and
smashed down doors in pur-
suit of them. “That evening”’,
recalls Margaret Shukla, “there
was a curfew. Anyone seen
wearing miners’ badges was
arrested.”

Such incidents changed
their artitudes both to the
British police and to the
media. They also began t©
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And if the strike had carried
on much longer, we were
next in line.

“They’ve said they’re not
going to use plastic bullets in
England, so why have they
trained the police to use them?
Thatcher’s told so many lies,
nobedy believes her about
those plastic bullets.”

STRUGGLE

In future, the women say,
they will be continuing their
own ttruggle and also will
campaign on strip-searching
and other issues. According
0 Janet Macreadie:

“No way will any of us
women go back to the life we
had, though at the time it was
alright. Most of the miners’
wives plan to keep their
groups going.

“Every one of us can fight
now, whereas 12 months ago
we were housewives. Before
the strike began, | saw things
on the television news and
thought ‘that’s awful’, but
that was it. Now if we don’t
like something we're going to
try our best to get it altered.
And if it means coming to
Belfast — or anywhere — we'll
do it, because we want first-
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strike alone, from a pool of 13,500
men.

The police operate in squads of 23
officers known as ‘police support units’,
which have received riot training which in-
cludes the ‘snatch squad’ technique as de-
veloped in the six counties.

Suddenly, villages where relations with
the local ‘bobby’ had generally been friend-
ly, found themselves besieged by vast num-
bers of often brutal police. The use of police
cordons round Noningha\mshire, of road
blocks, and of riot shields provoked many
comparisons by miners and their supporters
with the situation in the six counties.

Many hundreds have been arrested, and
extraordinary bail conditions have been im-
posed, preventing strikers from picketing
anywhere in the country or attending dem-
onstrations or addressing meetings.

Media

INERS’ anger has been com-
pounded by the media cover-
age, which gave massive cover-
age of picket line violence but said
nothing about police brutality. Where-
as everyone in Britain has heard of the
taxi-driver who was accidentally killed,
few have heard of the two pickets
who died, Davy Jones and Joe Green.
Throughout, television and the press have
behaved — as they do in lIreland — like
agents of the British government, trying to
persuade the strikers back to work, attack-
ing Arthur Scargill and failing to present the
reasons for the dispute. “/ don’t know any-
one who buys the Sun newspaper any more,”
said one miner.
As a result of their treatment by govern-

draw parallels with the sit-
uation in the six counties
and with struggles in other
counties. A miner from Mar-
garet Shukla’s area was one
of a fact-finding delegation
of ten miners who visited
Belfast last August and took
part in the internment com-
memoration march at which
John Downes was killed by
an RUC plastic bullet.

“ realise myself now, if

this is happening to the min-
ers, what is happening in the
North of Ireland? And all
over? That's why we like
to go to meetings, so we
can learn. Because we don’t
get told these things,” said
Margaret Shukla, and Janet
Macreadie added

“The strike has made me
more aware of what other
people are going through, be-
cause we've had a bit of it

hand experience.

“We want to know the
facts that the people who are
involved tell us, not what the
news says, because all that's
biased.

“The strike’s ended, but
our fight isn‘t, not by a long
way. We've not been defeated.
Last July, Thatcher called us
‘the enemy within’, Well, she’s
still got the enemy within and
we’re proud of it.”

ment, police and media, and indeed the
shameful behaviour of Labour Party leader
Neil Kinnock, who failed to support the
strike, many in the mining communities
r!ava come to see British politics in a new
Ilght. They are developing a new solidarity
with Britain’s black communities, who have
given a lot of support.

The reaction of many to the Brighton
Pomb was ‘Pity they bloody missed’. There
is the beginning of an understanding about
Britain’s role in Ireland, which, hopefully,
can now be developed.




PADDY HACKETT

Blanket
protest

A Chara,

Unknown to many people,
we still have one POW on the
blanker protest. He is Paddy
Hackett who is currently in
the hospital wing of Parkhurst
Prison on the Isle of Wight.

The reason for his being
in the hospital wing is that
PaJdy was injured in a premat-
ur. explosion in March 1976
while on active service in Eng-
land.

His injuries were horrific.
He lost his left leg from mid-
thigh and his right hand and
also lost a considerable part of
his intestines. Apart from
never receiving the correct
treatment, he was tortured
while in hospital after his
accident by Special Branch
detectives. To this day, he has
been singled out for the most
inhuman treatment.

He started his blanket pro-
test on December 31st 1979
and maintains it to this day.

While in Wakefield Prison,
his bedding was removed ev-
ery day at 7am and not return-
ed until 7pm. He was left with
only a hand-towel, even when

the weather was bitterly cold.

Even the ordinary prison-
ers couldn’t believe it when
they saw him exercising in a
cage, clad only in a blanket !

His resolve must be the
staunchest ever witnessed and
commands the greatest respect
of all his comrades in English
prisons and at home.

POW Department.
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A Chara,

To date, there has been
little public debate on the
implications for this coun-
try of the Dooge-Spinelli
proposals for a European
political union which are
now being considered in
EEC circles. ¢ :

This contrasts with the
position in Denmark, where
we understand that public
opinion is overwhelmingly op-
posed to the schemes cur-
rently being concerted by
small groups of politicians and
supra-natjonal ‘experts’ behind
closed doors. There has been
no popular demand for a
European union either in Ire-
land or any other EEC coun-
try. May we ask for space in
your paper to draw attention
to some of its dangers?

The interim report of the
Dooge Committee was leaked
in  Denmark last November
and was. subsequently offi-
cially published. Its main re-
commendation is that the EEC
states should call an inter-
governmental conference to
draft a treaty of European pol
itical union to extend the ex-
isting EEC into quite new
areas, The final report of the
Dooge Committee is to be
presented to the next EEC
‘summit’ at the end of the
month and it is intended to
make it the principal item on
the agenda for the EEC’s June
‘summit’,

union scheme, and if Pro-
fessor Dooge and Garret Fitz-
Gerald have their way, the
twenty-six counties could be
. within a few

Unionist politicians have
claimed that because the three
members of the Irish Repub-
lican Army murdered in Stra-
bane were armed that their
‘security forces’ were entitled
1o ‘execute’ them,

However, there is a fun-
damental difference between
armed members of the IRA
and their ‘security forces’
which they ignore. Members
of the IRA are heroic Irish
patriots in- their own land
fighting a war of liberation,
while members of their ‘secu-
rity forces’ are hirelings of an
alien regime of occupation,
who are waging a war of brutal
suppression to maintain Brit-
n’s colonial establishment
and deny us our right to
sovereignty, justice and peace.

This is a distinction of
paramount importance, which
the lackeys in Leinster House,

months, to participating in
drawing up a new European
treaty which would have the
effect, if implemented, of
giving an irreversible blow to
such independence and neu-

RTE, the twenty-six county
state forces and judiciary all
choose to ignore for their own
nefarious reasons. The awful
result of this is that, after 800
years of crime, the British can
still rely on Irishmen to pre-
serve their dominion over us
— “Garret FitzGerald and | .
Ireland is in misery, and
unfree to this day, because
power is in the clutches of
craven slaves and traitors.
Young Irish men and
women awake and try to re-
deem your nation which
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trality
sesses.

The Dooge Committee and
the related Spinelli report,
which has already been sent
to the Leinster House for
debate from the European
‘parliament’, proposes the
phasing out of the veto which
each EEC member state has at
present on any matter it con-
siders to be of vital national
importance, Once that hap-
pens, the last vestige of state
sovereignty and independence
is abandoned and we would
henceforth have to obey the
majority wishes of the other
EEC states in many crucial
areas of public policy.

The European union now
being proposed would have

as this state still pos-

member state to pursue econo-
mic, budgetary, monetary and
Industrialisation policies in the
interests of its own citizens.
There is passing reference to
the promotion of solidarity
between EEC states through

mittee did also. But it is
surely significant that Profes-
sor Dooge — unlike his Danish
colleague — enters no reser-
vation on chapter 1 of the
report where it is stated that
the European union should
deal with “security”, without
ifyi The

secretariat for this purpose,
as well as EEC ambassadors
in UN organisations and in
countries where only a few
EEC states are represented.
The interim report then goes

the 9
of living standards between
the richer and poorer areas,

But, as we all know, the
gap between rich and poor
areas of the EEC has widened,
not narrowed, over the past
decade. There is absolutely
no reason for thinking that
the further centralisation of
the EEC, as Dooge proposes,
would reverse this trend. It
would, most likely, do the
opposite.

The Dooge Committee says

the most serious
for Irish employment and our
economy. It should alarm all
trade unionists and business
interests concerned with indig-
enous Irish development.

It proposes a drastic reduc-
tion in the ability of an EEC

will appreciate that the hard-
ships will continue for some
considerable time after we
reluctantly return to work

Therefore we, as delegates,
sincerely thank everyone who
has been involved in helping
our cause. You have been an
inspiration to each and avery
striking miner in South Wales.

Thank you all very much.

Neville Williams,

Wayne Pedrick,

John Williams,

Eddie David,

South Wales NUM.

opportunistic have
so shamefully repressed, squan-
dered and betrayed on you.

P. Saunderson,

Dun Laoghai
County Dubli

Thanks

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the South
Wales Area (Abernant) NUM,
we would like to take this
opportunity of thanking the
general public of Dublin and
everyone else who participated
in the raising of funds for the
South Wales striking miners.

We would like to assure
everyone that has donated
towards our dispute that all
donations will be wisely spent
on food for the families that
are suffering hardships in this

dispute. We are sure that you

Gomdt Tom
Kelleher

A Chara,

The death of Commandant
Tom Kelleher has seen the
passing of a modern day Cu
Chulainn, Those who knew
him were enriched by his
outstanding qualities of cour-
age, chivalry, gentlemanliness
and great humour,

Next to his native West
Cork no place was dearer
to him than County Kerry
and, had he lived a little longer,
he would have proudly attend-
ed the unvelling of the Bally-
seedy Monument |ast weekend.

Although Tom would have

turned 90 this year, his re-

that the

union should deal with ‘secu-
rity’ and aim to co-ordinate
the foreign policy of the EEC
states — all of them except
the twenty-six counties are
NATO members. It wants a
full-time political co-operation

of Euro-
co-operation
must remain the systematic
formulation and implementat-
fon of a common external
policy. Similarly in the case of
defence, although the aim of
European union is indeed the

qualifying .
Danes, on the other hand,
say it should confine itself to
“the political and economic
aspects of security”, which is
supposed to be the official
Irish position on European
political co-operation|

Should we not be distur-
bed by this comprehensive
commitment to European se-
curity-military  aspects im-
plied — which Professor Dooge
shows himself willing to make
on our behalf — though
surely not without consulting
Garret FitzGerald who nomi-
nated him to the committee
which has made him its chair-
man?

It will be interesting to see
whether this passage survives
in the final report when it
comes out later this month.
But its stark recognition that,
in the eyes of eight of the ten
participants, “the aim of Euro-

it is to strengthen
solidarity within NATO surely
gives the game away as to the
essential political purpose of
the whole enterprise.

In conclusion, may we
point out that there is no
legal obligation whatever on
the twenty-six counties under
the EEC treaties to support
or participate in this scheme
for European union. And is it
not impermissible for certain
EEC circles, without any pop-
ular demand or democratic
mandate, to seek to turn the
EEC into something quite dif-
ferent from the body which
the Irish people agreed to

join in 19737

We hope that the points
made in this letter will alert
your readers to the dangers
of this proposed European
union scheme. May we urge

and solidarity of
the countries of Europe within

those ed about these
dangers to write to their pub-

the larger f of the
Atlantic Alliance, it will only
be possible to achieve that
aim in a series of stages..."”

We ask your readers, could
anything be plainer than that?
Some members of the public
may be reassured to hear that
Professor Dooge entered a re-
servation on this particular
section on behalf of the twen-
ty=six counties, as the Danish
representatives on the com-

® COMMANDANT TOM KELLEHER

publicanism and determination
were as strong and pure as
when he was a young man in
command of No 5 section of
the famous IRA West Cork
Flying Column. He took a
Pprominent part in many bat-
tles that are still houschold
names like Crossbarry, Up-
ton and Rosscarbery. When
the Ill-fated truce of 1921 lead
to the tragic so-called ‘Civil
War’, Tom held firm with the
IRA in defence of the Repub-
lic and fought every bit as
gallantly as before.

In many long hours of
yarning with Tom over the
years, one thing always shone
through — his lack of bitter-
ness against his military foes,
both British and Irish Free

Staters. His great magnanimity,
however, was equalled by his
contempt for cowards and
bullies, unscrupulous politic-
ians, shoneen West Brits, craw-
thumpers, cant and hypocrisy.

| was deeply privileged to
have had Tom as a friend for
over 20 years and was honour-
ed last year when he was a
sponsor for me as the Sinn
Fein candidate in the EEC
elections. A measure of his
generosity was that the £1,000
prize he won in the Kerry
draw was presented to us at
Christmas to defray outstand-
ing election expenses,

He took pleasure in escort-
ing friends around his old
battle grounds and the won-
derful days | spent with him

lic about the
Mmatter, stressing that it is not
in our interest to support
European union and urging
that they should oppose the
Dooge proposals and press the
Coalition to do likewise.

Anthony Coughlan,

Micheal O Loinsigh,

Irish Sovereignty

Movement,

24 Belgrave Road,

Dublin 6.

at Crossbarry and Beal na
mBlath are etched forever in
my memory. | see him still
with  his folded umbrella
(doubling as his rifle) cross-
ing ditches and outlining every
position, move and shot of
those historic engagements,

The H-Block hunger-strikes
deeply affected him — ‘“We
had great men and women but
never the beat of those /ads,”
he said. Tom was present in
Belfast at the funeral of