'IRE'LAND S BIGGEST SELL/NG
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MARCH AGAINST

EXTRADITION

AND PRISON OPPRESSION

2.30pm Saturday 30th March
PORTLAOISE
Prominent speakers

Dublin bus leaves 5 Blessington Street at 12.30. Taille £3.
For information on transport from other areas

Bril‘ dies in
Divis blast

IN A meticulously-ex-
ecuted operation ag-
ainst crown forces in
West Belfast on Wed-
nesday, March 27th,
Volunteers from the
IRA’s Belfast Brigade
killed a British soldier.
Armed [RA Volunteers,
one of them an explosives
expert, had earlier placed a
10lbs bomb at a work-
man’s hut at the corner of
the flats at St Peter’s Square
in the Divis flats complex.
After placing the device in
position, the Volunteers dis-
persed and took up their
pre-arranged positions in the
area from which they could
monitor all movement.

contact your local Sinn Fein centre.

3,000-strong torchlight protest in Dublin

Marching for what?

WEDNESDAY 'S MARCH by more than 3,000 people through
the streets of Dublin demanding the enforcement of ‘law and
order’ raises the question — how should anti-social behaviour,
within what is euphemistically called a normal society, be

dealt with?

People who feel genuine revuls-
ion at the often sadistic crimes
against the elderly are in danger of
being manipulated in a tide of

reaction which offers pious plat:

itudes on the one hand and calls
for the return of the birch on the
other. Any response along such
lines fails to understand that the
problem of juvenile crime, and
indeed crime in general, is firmly
rooted in the inequality and dep-
rivation in society.

Unlike the Concerned Parents .

Against Drugs Campaign, which
organised on the basis of com-
munity solidarity to combat the

scourge of heroin, the campaign
which began on Wednesday is ess-
entially designed to excuse more
repressive legislation by the Dub-
lin government.

Long-term solutions must re-
move the source of crime — social
inequality and deprivation — a
remedy which neither the Crim-
inal Justice Act nor the opening
of Spike Island as a prison for
young people will accomplish.

It should not be forgotten,
moreover, that there are crimes,
both North and South, which are
not answerable to ‘law and order’.
These are the crimes of the ‘haves’

— the exploitation of the poor,
non-payment of workers’ insur-
ance, the concealment of vast
sums of money in property or
financial speculation and the luc-
rative ‘expenses’ given to manage-
ment.

This ability to exploit others
is, apparently, the measure of
‘success’ in Ireland today, as it is
throughout the capitalist world,
where ‘dog-eat-dog’ is deemed a
virtue,

The Dublin march, and the
hyped-up reaction to anti-social
behaviour we are witnessing to-
day, will not cure the problem,
They will, however, provide am-
munition for the forces of repress-
jon in this part of Ireland who will
use them to introduce further

(Continued on Page 2)
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No accident

THE .APPEARANCE of the front-page story
in the Mail on Sunday newspaper last week-
end was no accident. Nor was it a figment of
some journalist’s imagination.

H&_ad_ .the story appeared in the Sun, which has all the
cmfilb II.W 9f the Beano comic, then it could have been
easily dismissed. However, the Mai/ on Sunday is a pres-

i an IR push |
J-de-sac in which oné Brit was killed in an JRA ambu:
ul-de-

| @The Divis ¢

tigious newspaper whose stories tagged ‘exclusive
usually turn out to be fairly accurate.

And since the Mai/ on Sunday is close to the Tory
political line, we can be certain that last weekend'’s
article was deliberately inspired, presumably by a source
close to the British government, and was aimed at creat-
ing a number of specific effects in Ireland.

Ever since the S it debacle last November, when
Thatcher contemptuously dismissed the proposals con-
trived in the Dublin Forum report, the loyalists have
felt secure with British assurances and especially with
It_he policy of summary executions of captured repub-
icans.

But if Thatcher assured loyalists, she was subsequent-
ly advised of the damage which her “out, out, out”
statement had done to the credibility and morale of her
faithful lackey Garret FitzGerald and to the SDLP, whose,
potentially vulnerable position of supremacy over Sinn
Fein in the North rests on their case that constitutional
nationalism can deliver.

In recent months, therefore, the British government
has been carefully cultivating the Dublin government,
whose collaboration is vital if British control in the six
counties is to be maintained.

In addressing. the United States Congress, Thatcher
talked favourably about FitzGerald and about ‘Anglo-
Irish” co-operation. Last week she despatched one of her
senior Cabinet ministers, Geoffrey Howe, to Dublin

pectedly moved into th,
the Volunteers, knowinge:hr:‘a i
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Around 12.30pm a British the area. Almost immegisg.

army foot-patrol from the ?évf;-u.uigg“’ ZUC "vu?:.
ing’ iment, into ey Stre

King’s Own Border regi proved tcpbe are:“"d“al-

College Street, Lom,lngufkh

Street and Dawson Street, Al of
the Volunteers, howeyer safel
withdrew, i

In a follow-up statement gy
Wednesday, March 27th, ang in
,?p|y to spurious claims that
civilians were at risk from this
operation, the 2nd Battalion
said that “great care was taken
to ensure that there was py
danger to civilians when bombg
were being placed at Abbey
Street”,

which was acting as back-up
to an RUC patrol, was making
its way through the alleyway.
Republican sources in Belfast
made it clear that had there
been any risk to adults, or to
children in the nearby St
Comgall’s school, the bomb
would not have been deton-
ated.

Having ensured minimum risk
to civilians the device was deton-
ated, completely destroying the BN . 4 v
ir::tinasrtl;imlwlmg ogeRBritishisol Abbey Street area qf Armagh

5 city before they had time to pre-

Scores of RUC and British 2
. : pare a bomb attack against crown
troops immediately saturated the o faraal

KILKEEL
A UDR soldier had a narrow
escape when he spotted a booby-

and the ‘excesses’ of crown forces.

along with Northern direct-ruler Douglas Hurd.

All of this is gratifying to the ego of a Free State
premier who, for domestic reasons, wants to bé given
credit for developing relations with Downing Street to
the extent of being consulted about the North and
having a special channel, over and above embassy level,
for lodging hypocritical complaints about the judiciary

area. All roads in the immediate
vicinity were blocked and a mass-
ive search undertaken by the
crown forces. However, all of the
Volunteers safely withdrew from
the area.
ARMAGH

Two days before this attack,
on Monday evening, March 25th,
IRA Volunteers of the 2nd Batt-

An IRA active service unit had
commenced work on the ambush
earlier that day and shortly after
dark had moved into position
in the narrow driveway between
Abbey Street and the Southern
Health and Social Services Board
offices. A sophisticated bomb had
been prepared by IRA engineers
using a radio remote-control de-

trap bomb under his van on
Friday night, March 22nd.

The van was parked in a hous-
ing estate in Kilkeel, a small fish-
ing village in County Down, when
IRA Volunteers placed an explos-
ive device under it. The soldier,
however, checked his van before
driving off and spotted the bomb.
The area was cleared by the Brits

Given that FitzGerald learned a humiliating lesson in
British diplomacy last November and given British ef-
forts to reassure him since then, does his statement
about “nove/” structures for the six counties, coming as
it did only hours before the Mai/ on Sunday article,
indicate that some movement, however insubstantial,
is now underway?

Firstly, in the estimation of the Republican Move-
ment, the political determination of the British govern-
ment to maintain its control of the six counties has not
snapped or been sapped just yet — despite the strain and
cost which 16 years of war has imposed on them.

The apparent movement now being talked about does
not, however, fit in with the current immovable position
of the British. Why then the movement? g

This can best be explained and understood in the con-
text of present British needs for more co-ordinated joint
repression. Furthermore, it will give the SDLP, in the
run-up to the local government elections, enough specul-
ation, with some substance, to see them through can-
vassing.

Britain knows that it has to occasionally relieve the
frustrations of the Dublin government and the SDLP
with some minor concessions, if constitutional nation-
alism, particularly in the North, is to remain an effective
and credible bulwark against republicanism.

Their problem has always been to balance such concessions
against triggering off loyalist paranoia about a ‘sell-out’. Thus,
in recent days, the loyalists have received verbal and written
assurances from the British, including Douglas Hurd, that there
were no plans to involve the Dublin government in even a con-

Itative role in the inistration of the North.

The manoeuvring of the last week — and the meeting between

alion, North Armagh Brigade, vice.
were forced to withdraw from the

who then took over four hours
An RUC mobile patrol unex- to defuse the device.

Informer
executed

sible for the arrest and charging of three men for
the raid on Togher Post Office in 1981. The de-
tective, who is based in Cork city, but who is rum-
oured to be from Barrow, outside Tralee, had
arranged for Corcoran to supply the IRA with
information about a £25,000 raid which would
have been allowed to succeed. This was intended k
to ingratiate Corcoran with the IRA and put him
in a position of confidence from which he could
do further damage, endangering the lives and

THE IRA claimed responsibility for the iPerty of Volunteers.

“Given that the Special Branch are now copy- §

execution of a paid police informer i 7 7
o orsin ing the tactics of the RUC, we are offering a 14-

Cork on Saturday, March 23rd. i
5 & s yth IRA _'d day amnesty to informers in the twenty-six coun
D said that John Cor- ties who have been recruited as a result of intim
coran, a 45-vegrcld man from Ballyvolane in idation or blackmail” the IRA statement went
Cork, had admitted to giving information about on, and added, “finally, we would remind this
1533:1‘:‘;’;:3’:3": a named garda detective for gerective and his ilk {I;ar their ruthless miﬂ"i
He had given information that was respon- .1/7;"!;'0;':;",’”:/’('{5 them responsible for the fate 0

Marching for what?

conditions which

(Continued from Page 1) the
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i A Paragons of virtue attack by the special

Iaisfb::li;ss Dn_vyha!fremalqs of civil republicans who have to respond apply in nationalist 2

pression' giving free rein to re- :ublthe situation with the regret- Six counties.
; : able use of force, Such remedies are A

Con-';’::n3Tfh;hfﬂsxr’;1er;oroes who Thg IRA has stated its attitude essary nor desirable in rela.““il:

sponse 1o to anti-social behaviour on many ‘normal’ society, such as ex%'ir'

ties. 2

neither né¢

is spineless.

Thatcher and FitzGerald in Rome this weekend should confirm
this — would appear to be part of the exercise in lending credibil-
ity to constitutional nationalism and not any serious testing of
loyalist resolve which is as dogged as constitutional nationalism |

crime within nationalist areas of occasions. While forced to use

the six counties. Even though
crime in this blatantly-abnormal
society preys on an already pol-
itically, socially and economically-
deprived people who are without
recourse to the protection of law,

strong t

-six coun
the twenty-six lidarity

r 0
crime against the nationalist pe.

Ie,‘ !ha_v are under no illusion?tgap;
this WII_I solve the problem which
oppressive conditions have creat-
ed. Theirs is a response dictated

only community SO
m":’bat the inexcusable ;Igld
being perpetrated aga_lnst! &
erly — and only a radical ry;s :
uring of society will ProV!
complete answer.



BY HILDA MacTHOMAS

“HOPE of peace highest for 70 years”, announced the
British newspaper the Mail on Sunday on March 24th. The |
article announced that Dublin and London were on the verge
of hammering out a package deal including joint security
meetings of the two governments, reforms of the judicial
and police system, the setting up of an Anglo-Irish parlia-

mentary tier and power-sharing.

Leak, ‘plant’ or speculation,
such an article was bound to cause
reactions, especially from the
unionists, and therefore its con-
tents were swiftly rebuked by
British direct-rule minister Nich-
olas Scott on RTE radio the
same day. “/t is still not possible
to tell if agreement is possible,”
Scott said, describing the article as
highly “speculative”, “Overblown”
was the word used by direct-
ruler Douglas Hurd, who added
that dialogue between London
and Dublin was continuing “with-
in the Chequers parameters”” —
understand: the complete ex-
clusion of any of the Forum
options.

PREDICTABLE

Unionist reactions were as
swift as they were predictable.
“We will not have the destiny of
Ulster settled in Dublin,” ful-
minated Paisley from the plat-
form of his party conference,
while Sammy Wilson of the DUP
spoke of the “potentially treach-
erous nature” of the British
government.

OUP leader James Molyneaux
said the article was a bid to
“unnerve” unionists, while OUP
member Robert McCartney warn-
ed this would undermine the
attempt to rekindle “inter-party
talks”, started a few days pre-
viously by the British, using the
good offices of direct-rule minis-
ter Christopher Patten. SDLP
leader John Hume called the
article “unhelpful”. As for Fitz-

Gerald, he described it as “unin-
spired”,

The Mail on Sunday article
came after an impromptu visit
to Dublin by Douglas Hurd and
British Foreign Secretary Geoffrey
Howe on Friday, March 22nd.
Hurd and Howe met with Free
State premier Garret FitzGerald,
deputy-premier Dick Spring and
Foreign Affairs Minister Peter
Barry. 4

This was a return visit after
Barry’s trip to London in Feb-
ruary and was followed by a simi-
lar bland statement and no com-
ment.

RUMOURS

The media, however, reported
rumours of “progress”, and hints
of “hope”. But in the South,
newspaper editorials remained
very distrustful of the whole
process. Hurd never said any-
thing new and kept repeating
the same old line in his “o/d-
fashioned” “pro-consular” style,
the /rish Times complained, while
the /Irish Press launched an attack
on joint sovereignty and asked
for light to be shed on the talks
immediately.

However, some details seemed
to emerge later that day in a
speech given by FitzGerald at a
press function in London. Both
governments were seeking a “nov-
el political structure”, he said,
which recognised “both identi-
ties”. After waffling on at length
about the ethnic origin of the
“two communities”, he admitted
that “both governments” had

@ British direct-ruler Douglas Hurd during his recent visit to Dublin
for talks with Free State collaborationists FitzGerald and Spring
R
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agreed there should be no con-
stitutional change in the six
counties without “majority con-
sent”’.

Changes in the RUC and judi-
ciary were being examined, as was
some form of devolved executive
power, but only for “those par-
ties who reject violence’, natu-
rally.

However, in spite of the grand
words and cliches, all FitzGerald
said was that his government
had given up on the Forum
options — all of which involve
constitutional change, which is
vetoed by unionists — and that
his and Thatcher’s governments
were trying to hammer out some
package which the SDLP could
then sell to the voters as it
retuned to Stormont and some
watered-down form of power-
sharing.

The mere mention of reforms
of the RUC and the courts sent
the unionists frantic. “Monstrous”;
said OUP leader James Moly-
neaux. This was tantamount to
“joint authority” and was a
“recipe for bloodshed”,

And then Jim Allister of the
DUP warned that if the constit-

utional position was affected, the
scheme was “doomed”. When the
Mail on Sunday article appeared
the next day, it could only con-
firm the unionists’ worst fears.

RIP

To top it all, British direct-
ruler Douglas Hurd left on Sunday
for a week-long trip to the US.
Unionists normally welcome such
trips, which they hope will contri-
bute to cutting down Irish-Amer-
ican support for the Irish struggle.

However, on Monday, March
25th, it was revealed that the Free
State government was trying to
obtain a package of financial aid
for the * six counties, funded
jointly by the US government
and the EEC, in the event of a
“political settlement””.

In  London, British Foreign
Secretary Geoffrey Howe declared
that he was favourable to such a
scheme — which would, of course,
save the British exchequer millions
of pounds...

This was perceived immediately
by unionists as part of a con-
spiracy by the British govern-
ment, the Dublin government and
the US, to bribe and force union-
ists into a united Ireland. The
American government was ‘“ap-
proaching the lIrish problem with
a cheque book in one hand and
an Armalite in the other”, Enoch
Powell jibed.

It is quite obvious that the
British are not prepared to re-
move the unionist veto, and
therefore ‘joint authority’, like
the other two Forum options, is
definitely out. ‘Security’ collabor-
ation with Dublin and political
‘normalisation’ of the six coun-
Lies are the two declared aims ot
the present British government,
and there is no reason to believe
otherwise.

Therefore, minor reforms of
the judicial system - three
Diplock judges instead of one,
for instance — will probably be
sold to the unionists along with,
for example, a test case to sue
Sinn Fein for damages accrued
through IRA operations. Back to

the old Baker report which
unionists welcomed so enthusias-
“ically.

CHANGE

The RUC complaints procedure
might be changed and there will
be an all-out effort to recruit
more Catholics into the RUC.
That should satisfy Dublin and
the SDLP for starters.. As for

joint security meetings, unionists
have never objected to them as
long as the gardai do not patrol
Harold McCusker’s estate in Ar-
magh.

lhe setting up of a parliamen-
tary tier is a purely cosmetic
exercise which will look. good
abroad, particularly in the US.
As for ‘power-sharing’, this is the
only item mentioned in the
“uninspired” article which is
definitely not on, in the 1973
‘Sunningdale’ meaning of the
term.

However, i1 what is meant is a
winding down of the Assembly
and increased local government
powers, this could probably pass
in Dublin for a first step towards
‘peace and reconciliation’ — ex-
cept for the presence of Sinn Fein
councillors, of course. There-
fore, the Biitish government has
two shoit-term political aims in
the six counties: to soften up the
unionists, and give the SDLP all
the electoral support they can get.
The recent spate of rumours,
articles and declarations can be
said to fulfil the latter.

And as if 1o illustrate the
unchanqing face of British rule in
heland, two appointments were
made last week by the British:
token ‘wet’ and token Catholic
Chiistopher Patten, one of Hurd’s
aides, was appointed by Hurd as
a go-between o meet all con-
stitutional parties in the North,

in the hope of getting inter-
party talks going again. That's
for the ‘softening-up’
GENERALS
Meanwhile, among the new

British army generals to be ap-
pointed to the North, it was
announced that the new GOC
would be Brigadier-General Rob-
ert Pascoe, of the Green Jackets,
who worked under Maurice ‘the
Mole’ Oldfield in 1979, and his
second-in-command, Brigadier An-
thony Jeapes, a former SAS
commander. That’s for the ‘ro-
bust security policy’.

Unionists can rest assured that
nothing has changed in Brit-
ain’s last colony. As for nat-
ionalists, in spite of all the propa-
ganda surrounding each word of
Garret FitzGerald, each trip ab-
road of John Hume, they are
aware for the most part that only
the might of republican resis-
tance will ever succeed in shift-
ing the British.

sy
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met with an enthusiastic response
rom employers’ organisations.

The major thrust of this policy is to
eplace the 1906 Trade Disputes Act,
nder which trade unions are immune
'ro_m prosecution for various industrial
ctions, including unofficial strikes and

ions. What the ployers wish
0 do in both the private and public
ector is to dictate to the workforce when
nd how they will be allowed to take
ndustrial action.

Congress president Matt Merrigan has
tated:

“It’s the Thatcherite philosophy: crip-
le the unions by market forces and if
that doesn’t work, use the law. It’s simple
monetarism.”

When this new legislation is enacted
t the end of this year a whole new range
f powers will become available to the

workers could withdraw their ‘labour,
he trade union representing them would
be legally obliged to comply with three
eparate conditions:

1. Independent dispute procedures to
be fully exhausted first;

2. A mandatory secret ballot to be
held;

3. ‘Proper’ notice to be served on em-
ployers before strike notice is implement-
ed.

All of the above is repugnant to basic
trade union principles and will amount to
state interference with the right to strike
and how trade unions conduct their
internal affairs. Over the years, individual
trade unions have evolved their own
democratic procedures which allow for
full consultation with the membership in
any given situation. Any attempt to im-
pose anti-democratic restrictions on them
will be strongly resisted,

Other aspects of the package are not
as objectionable and, indeed, have re-
ceived a cautious welcome from trade
union sources. The establishment of a
permanent industrial relations commission
would certainly be welcome and will
eliminate a lot of the delays with the
present labour court conciliation services.

The proposed legislation chooses to
ignore the existing bias in favour of
capital within current labour law. There
s no mention of legal obligations on
employers to honour agreements, nor to
disclose information to employers on the
true state of companies.

anw

An estimated 200 workers are likely
to lose their jobs following the fiasco
at the Insurance Company of Ireland
(ICl), it was revealed this week.

However, worker severance pay is not
expected to be up to the standard of tr_me
golden handshake received l‘:v IC‘I chair-
person, Peter Green, on his retirement
last September. Informed sources rackon
this sum is close to £66,000.

|t would appear that there are some
people who think that executives shquld
be amply rewarded for their part in bring-
ing a company to its knees. Prior to (pe
collapse of the state-owned Irish Ship-
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@ Post office workers picket the sorting office in Derry 0!
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T o
ver the

breach by management of an internal promotions agreement

ping, the then chief executive, William
O'Neill, also received a £66,000 lump
sum.on top of a yearly pension of £20,000.

The anti-trade union bias of manage-
ment at Keelings Fruit Farm in North
County Dublin has been blamed for the
apparent victimisation of women workers
who lost their jobs just two weeks after
joining a union.

Brigid McGurk and Fiona Callaghan,
who were instrumental in forming a
branch of the ITGWU at the fruit farm
in January this year, were amongst ten

@ /C/ chairperson P.H. Greer

workers who were ‘temporarily’ laid off
a fortnight later. .

Although nine of the ten laid off were
union members, it was the non-union
worker who was given her job back after
just a few days. And despite assurances
from management that all the rest would
be re-employed, this has not happened.

Sinn Fein in Ballymun have called for
support for the women'’s fight to recover
their jobs, and have asked trade union
members not to handle Keelings produce.

sen

On Friday, March 22nd, Gateaux Ltd,
the Finglas cake manufacturers, railroad-
ed its workforce into accepting new
working conditions under the threat
of closure of its production operation.
The company had intended to distribute
cakes imported from the plant’s English
parent company, Lyons Holding Ltd.

Gateaux, who have a history of using

the threat of closure to implement
char)ges in work practices, had refused
to implement a Labour Court recom-
mended pay increase of 4%, due since
August 1984, unless its workers agreed
to new stringent work piactices.
: T'he new conditions include a decrease
in sick pay, distribution cutbacks, shift-
yvork for some departments and job losses
in the production area. In addition the
workers had to relinquish a 15-minute
tea-break and agree to new security meas-
ures,

e

The 650-strong workforce af i
: t the Irish
Steel plant in Haulbowline, County Co:k
have been put on protective notice. £
e

In the six counties, the Iri i
: X ish Nation
Ieach:ﬂrs Or:ganlsation (INTO) last Thul:-I
ay, March 21st, began a campai
¢ - i n
industrial action in response to ch dgiret:c;f
rule Department of Education’s continued
refusal to negotiate a new pay deal
Members of the INTO, which repre-
i?asooa:mulh one-third of the North's
A eachers, are current|: fusi
cover for absent collea a0
) ue:
in‘out-of-school activitiei. At

rial action and a su
INTO teachers, in :m
said they are

ntial majority of
Postal ballot, have
"epared to take further

e threai
kers

//Z//////////

action which would affect pyp;
ations. ;

The INTO, which is preicy:
dispute, has asked the oﬂ:::mhb"l
unions to co-operate in planni%'
ordinated campaign of action © 2 &

The creche provided
Belfast's Royal Victoria H?s;n:?f"'"
threat from new financial cuthy, 15 Undyy
ponding to a British governmeny 4 oy
ive to review all ‘uneconomic’ "n'dl 2
Eastern Health and Social se,,,im'"'ﬁ\c
has delivered an ultimatum 1,
that unless the creche can be Made f;
cially self-sufficient, it faces i nan.
closure. Minent

More than 50 children Current]
tend the creche, and if it closes W:m“
in particular who depend on pa’id m"
to feed their families, and provide m.,d’:
needed skills for the community, could
be forced to leave their jobs. ¢ g

Parents and shop stewards at the b, |
pital plan to lobby the EHSSB mesgip,:
today (Thursday) at which the fate of the
creche (and other proposed cutbacks) i
expected to be decided.

George Ball (Shipping Management)
Ltd plan to reduce the workforce on their
container ships from 156 to 100.

»esn

Twenty redundancies are being sought
among dockers at Galway Stevedores Ltd,
This would reduce the workforce to 30, £

ane

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions
has called on Dunnes Stores to “recognie -
the sincere convictions on an isue of
conscience” of the 11 anti-apartheid =
strikers in Dublin’s Henry Street. i

On Saturday, March 23rd, British Lab-
our Party MP Terry Fields joined the
picket-line to show his solidarity. Not one
of his Free State Labour Party counte
parts has made any similar gesture during
the 36-week dispute.

© examy,

/

Unions representing over 150 workers ¢
at the Cork Gas Company have vot:d_fu
official strike action and intend servind {
two weeks notice by the end of lhi} week
unless management agree to negotiate o0
its present position.

Derry postworkers went on strike on
Saturday, March 23rd, after two months §
of intensive negotiations failed t0 over:
turn the head postmaster’s decision ";-
break a long-standing agreement Cli
regard to internal promotions on t
basis of seniority.

Local unemployed people, who WDT
sequently failed to get their unem:l’o:l
ment giro cheques delivered, gather L
the post office sorting office. After ’P'lh'
ing to the picketing postworkers: =
crowd, which was a few hundred S""i
directed its protest at the POst ?,uidl
management who were skulking !
the office. R

Pressure on management t0 d's""i:::
the giros built up, both from.thé st
and the unemployed, but this Wt
fused with the intervention ©
Mayor John Tierney and b
Liam Bradley of the IIP. \
nearly an hour of fruitless "W‘é,,dlsv
with management, Tierney a" g0 e
emerged from the post office t© U
strikers to return to work. peet

Since pressure had @

fectively

taken off management, the smmkn out
little option but to call off lh“d
ploye

of sympathy with the unem
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= | days.
p Fianna Fail — whose leader,
Charles Haughey, approved of the
rescue initially — announced in
Leinster House on Wednesday this
week that they would be opposing
a Bill to bring the loss-making in-
surance company into state own-
ership. And even back-bench Fine
Gael and Labour Party deputies
are having difficulty stomaching
a package which will effectively
shift the massive burden of debt
(thought to be as high as half a
billion pounds) accrued by ICI
from its former owner — Allied
Irish Banks — onto the taxpayer.
And a serious problem for the
Coalition has been its apparent
failure to secure any long-term
oan on fishing by Spanish traw-
lers within Irish waters. The ten-
year ban which is currently being
discussed is totally inadequate to
protect the interests of Irish fish-
ermen, especially since the Spanish
trawler fleet is highly developed
and is already damaging Irish fish
stocks through poaching.

MOTION

Verbal republicanism will again

G sl oy
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WORKERS at the former Molins
plant in Derry have won a partial
victory in their fight for jobs with
this week’s re-opening of the plant
as Maydown Precision Engineering
Company.

Following last October’s closure an-
nouncement by the British-based Molins
management, the Derry workforce oc-
cupied the plant, and their action event-
ually resulted in the five-month-long ‘res-
cue’ talks.

However, the reluctant and limited

backing now agreed by the British govern-
ment’s Industrial Development Board (IDB)
means that only 130 workers will be re-

surface in Fianna Fail when that

than one-third of the put “obstacles”

company, Belfast sol
who said it was “fact”
not committed to the rescue plans and had
in their way.

A HOSTILE REACTION to the Coalition government’s
rescue of the Insurance Corporation of Ireland (ICI) has
erupted, even in the corridors of Leinster House, in recent

party holds its Ard-Fheis this
weekend. A motion calling for the
withdrawal of Free State troops
and gardai from border ‘security”
duties, which is backed by 43
branches of the party, will be
debated.

Lest anyone be fooled into be-
lieving that a large section of the
Fianna Fail party is now opposed
to cross-border collaboration, sup-
porters of the motion have stated
that their concern is to see the
forces of the state employed in
crime prevention in urban and
rural areas,

Nonetheless, the ‘withdrawal”
motion is certain to lead to a
heated debate, as is a further
motion opposing extradition. We
await with interest the response
of the Fianna Fail leadership to
these motions.

TROUBLE

More trouble brewed for the
Free State Labour Party at last
weekend’s annual conference of
the party’s youth section. Dele-
gates voted overwhelmingly to
continue their opposition to Lab-
ur's participation in the Coalit-

West.

rank Hanna, Minister's “commitment” to the work-
that the IDB was' force “from the very beginning”, and
praised Boyson's “determination” to main-
tain an engineering base in the North-

ion government, even though the
party leadership has ruled out
any discussion on this contentious
issue at their conference in May.

One despairing youth delegate
commented that “there /s now an
absolute hatred of the party with-
in" the trade union movement,
because the party has done a
Judas on the workers.”

BAN

Hot on the heels of their re-
drawing of local government elect-
ion boundaries and the announce-
ment that elections will take place
on June 20th next, Fine Gael has
imposed a ban on any agreements
or negotiations between their
elected councillors and those of
Sinn Fein.

This new ‘code of conduct’
in local authorities, besides being
anti-democratic, is unlikely to be
popular with Fine Gael members
in those councils, such as Galway
County Council, where Sinn Fein
elected representatives hold the
balance of power.

The ban is, of course, an extens-
ion of the Coalition government’s
boycott of Sinn Fein councillors
and has been described by Sinn
Fein spokesperson Aine Nic Mhur-
chada as showing an “obsession
with attempting to politically isol-
ate Sinn Fein” by FitzGerald and
Co.

previous 437-strong workforce.

The IDB (which in recent years has
poured tens of millions of pounds into
foreign-owned white elephants such as De
Lorean and Lear Fan) is to give Maydown
just £800,000 over the next two years,
barely £6,000 for each worker to be re-
employed. This sum will be “a one-off
payment”, Brit Industry Minister Rhodes
Boyson has stressed.

The IDB’s role was very strongly crit-
icised by the chairperson of the new

CHORUS

Nonetheless, Monday’s official opening
was the occasion for a chorus of showy
mutual congratulations by British officials
and local politicians. In line with current
Brit efforts to boost the SDLP in
advance of the forthcoming local govern-
ment elections, the party’s local MP, John
Hume, was singled out for fulsome con-
gratulations by the Thatcherite Boyson.

In response, Hume ludicrously placed
on record his “appreciation’” of the Brit

It was left to workers, talking to journ-
alists, to draw attention to the plight of
their colleagues who were not selected for
reemployment and who, with Derry’s
chronic high unemployment, have scant
hope of finding alternative engineering
work.

Widespread suspicion exists also that
the new company may be under-financed,
and that the IDB has thus effectively de-
nied the 130 remaining workers any hope
of long-term job security.

TRAVELLERS EVICTION RESISTED -

A DoE EVICTION squad, specially imported from Belfast
and protected by over 40 RUC men, arrived at the travelling
people’s site in the car-park at Foyle Street, close to Craig-

Derry Sinn Fein has a record
for defending travellers’  rights
and on previous occasions has
helped them when DoE squads,
encouraged by local SDLP city
councillors, have attempted to
evict the travellers.

On hearing of this latest at-
tempt at eviction, a dozen mem-
bers of Sinn Fein, including Derry
chairperson Mitchel McLaughlin,
went to the scene. McLaughlin
told the person in charge of
the DoE squad that the eviction
would not be allowed to happen
and that Sinn Fein would do all

avon Bridge on Tuesday, March 26th, at 4pm.

in its power to support the rights
of travellers and that the threat
of RUC violence would deter
neither the travellers nor Sinn
Fein.

The RUC and the DoE then
withdrew but it is obvious that
the situation will not rest here.
A dawn raid is certainly on the
cards and Derry City Council is
determined to ignore the fact that
these travellers are Irish people
and deserve to be treated as such,
with sensitivity and dignity.
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Tullamore
water rates
protest

A STORM has erupted over Tull-
more, County Offaly, urban
council’s latest desperate attempt
to stem the growing tide of resist-
ance to the water rates charges.

Patrick Smith, a 65-year-old
retired council worker with 23
years' service, who is a member of
the National Association of Ten-
ants Organisation and the Feder-
ated Workers Union of lIreland,
withheld payment of what he and
many thousands of others see as
a double-tax,

But when he received his
pension gratuity through the post,
he found a note thanking him for
the £100 water rates arrears
which he had refused to pay. It
was a deduction made totally
without his consent,

Last Sunday, March 24th,
trade unionists and anti-water rat-
e srallied in T
Town Square to demonstrate their
opposition to the urban council’s
contemptuous attitude.

Sharpeville
anniversary

1 ;
THE 25th anniversary of the
Sharpeville massacre was com-
memorated at the Nelson Mandela
monument in Dublin’s Merrion
Square on Thursday, March 21st.

The horror of Sharpeville,
when 69 people were killed by
South African police, was recall-
ed by Reverend Terence Mc-
Caughey, president of the Irish
Anti-Apartheid Movement

Marius Schoon, a former pol-
itical prisoner whose wife and six-
year-old daughter were murdered
by South African agents in June
of last year, and Mary Manning,
representing the Dunnes Stores
anti-apartheid strikers, laid a
wreath at the monument

The ceremony ended with Bill
Meeks singing his own composit-
ion, Cry Africa.

New
advice
centre

DUBLIN Sinn Fein has opened
a new part-time advice centre
in the North Inner City at 50
Sheriff Street.

Open from 10am to 1pm
every Friday, Christy Burke and
Sinn Fein community workers
will be available to help with
any problems relating to Cor-
poration maintenance, social wel-
fare benefits, PAYE/PRSI, drug
abuse etc.

Cancelled

THE proposed meeting of Dublin
directors of elections and can-
didates, planned for Saturday
30th March, has been cancelled.
It will take place at 12pm on
Saturday 6th April, in 6 Blessing-
ton Street.
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?LAYGROUNDS in working-class areas
both North and South of the border
have been the target of the authcrities
during the week. In Cookstown, Coun-
ty Tyrone, the bigoted local council
refused to contemplate the request
for play facilities in a nationalist area
of the town while in Ballyfermot,
Dublin, the Corporation closed down a
play centre.

Angry parents, together with local Sinn
Fein community activist Jimmy Delaney,
reopened Ballyfermot’s only remaining play-
centre on Thursday, March 21st, after it had
been closed by Dublin Corporation.

The closure followed a gun threat against
a member of the centre’s staff on his way
home the previous Tuesday evening. However,
it is thought that the incident was not con-
nected with the centre and the closure decis-
ion has been widely condemned as an over-
reaction by the Corporation.

Rose Saul, one of the parents using the
pre-school group in the building, told AP/RN:

““There are 30 children in the pre-school
group every morning. Every other group in
the area is full, so if this place goes then so
does our group.”
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Ann Barry, who works at the Kylemore

Avenue centre, said:

“If this is taken away, t
at my door every day to watch my k,/ds dwhgn
they’re playing on the s'rreet_. We're o/zg
this so that Ballyfermots kids have sor
chance of growing up in a decent environ-

ment.”

17l have to stand

PETITION

A petition organised by the Save Bally-
fermot Playcentre Committee has collected
over 800 signatures in just two days. Plans
are also being drawn up for further protgsls
at Dublin Corporation’s offices in Welling-
ton Quay next Thursday morning (March
28th) if the centre is not officially reopened.

Sinn Fein’s Jimmy Delaney, himself a
Kylemore resident, said:

“‘Ballyfermot’s summer project is now in
jeopardy. If Dublin Corporation and Leins-
ter House politicians are genuinely concerned
about joy-riding and youth alienation then
they Il reopen the playcentre.

“Our ities, and especially our
youth, need more facilities, not less.”

COOKSTOWN
On Monday, March 25th, loyalist-domin-

o )
okstown, County Tyrone

ated Cookstown Council refused to g;

a request for play facilities in a natimwrm
area of the town, and voted to ignore 'u:"'n
representations from the local ‘enanu'm:
iation.

The association, which represents Green,
vale/Sullenboy/Ratheen estate, had wrim,;
to the council seeking amenities for 3 child-
ren’s play park under construction in the area,
Their modest requests included a safety fencs
to prevent youngsters from straying gm“'
nearby road, and dual-purpose goalposts 1
enable the playing of both gaelic and soccer
football.

The council’s recreation officer, paid offic.
ial Paddy Devlin, was due to raise the propos-
als at Monday night’s council meeting, but be-
fore he could do so, DUP Councillor Alan
Kane launched into a ludicrous tirade against
both the tenants’ association and the entire
local population, whom, he ranted, were
“republican thugs”.

OSTRACISE

On Kane's instigation, the council decided by
five votes to three to ostracise the tenants' assoc:
iation and to instruct council officials to ignore all
correspondence from it.

After the meeting, Kane's allegations that the
tenants’ association was a Sinn Fein “front” were
strongly denied by its spokesperson James Bell,
who pointed out that the association is “an open,
democratically-elected body endorsed by the people
of the area at the annual general meeting heid last
month”.

The tenants’ group has referred both the allegat-
ions and the council vote to the local government
‘ombudsman’ and is considering legal action.

DISMISSED

The council’s actions were also condemned bY

Christopher Neeson, Sinn Fein candidate for Cooks-

town Central, who pointed out that the bigowd
loyalist il had ly dismissed the

protest

Street on Saturday, March 23rd.

NEARLY 200 women marched through
Dublin to a rally at the GPQ in O’Connell

Banners and placards declaring that
“Women are Angry” were carried on
the march which was in protest at the
continuing denial of women’s rights
in Ireland. The march was organised
by women’s groups based in the Wom-
en’s Centre, Dame Street, Dublin.

genuine needs and interests” of local nationalists.

He described the incident as “an extension of the
DUP’s policy to ostracise not only Sinn Fein, but the
nationalist people as a whole”.

Neeson added that the forthcoming lot
ment give C |
portunity — by electing republican
challenge from within the counc
sectarianism.

cal govern-
ts the 0P
candidates —1©
iI's longstandird

Z




8Y HILDA MacTHOMAS

aLnA‘:T 1‘WEEKEND’S annual confer-
sedatao the DUP was a rather small,
s middle-aged and predictable
; air. Middle-aged, that is, except
‘gr the handful of young wolves on
e platform, the Sammy Wilsons
and Peter Robinsons,
& Ancll sedate it was, except of course for
BI§|BV S sermon — pardon, address —
‘g‘hlch Was full of fire and brimstone and
inn Fein and conspiracies, as befits a DUP
pre-electoral speech,
~ The confa(ence passed the usual unan-
lr:uus resolutions — twelve in all — asking
the Bn'tnsh government to intensify armed
Lepra'sslon against republicans, asking for
Far]glng to be brought back and for Sinn
ein !eaders to be “massacred”’ at the poll
—Orin any other way.

g ATTACK
Paisley launched into an attack on
the 'British government’s reported plans
to give Publin a consultative role in North-
ern affairs, then on the Catholic hierarchy
Which he said had a “vested interest”

in “/RA atrocities”, then back again to
the British government who was prevent-
ing the RUC from “beating the IRA”.

“’Let us trample the sinners in the grave
of electoral massacre”, bellowed Paisley.
And once again, as in May 1984, he made
the outpolling of Sinn Fein his party’s
main electoral target — with again no men-
tion of the fact that the six counties were
gerrymandered precisely for that purpose.

The DUP, Paisley argued, was the only
party to oppose republicans, Treachery was
everywhere. From the British government
who have tied the RUC's hands, to ‘Vis-
count’ Brookeborough who supported the
disbandment of the ‘B’ Specials, to ‘lhe
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Foster and Nigel Doods. Doods warned
that Sinn Fein would probably win 40 or
50 seats, and that “Jocal government
would never be the same again”.

The answer, Robinson-style, was to put
all Sinn Feiners in jail — and there was,
he said, enough “evidence’ to do it, im-
plying that the British government was
actually preventing the arrest of those
killers and would-be killers”. And Robin-
son added, hoping his suggestion would
be taken up, “/ can think only of one
place better than jail for them to be”.

Pending mass arrests and assassinations
of Sinn Fein members, the DUP, however,
would not remain idle. Their efforts,

DUP’s rival party, the Official Uni
who were slow to second anti-Sinn Fein
motions in Belfast City Hall.

TRAITORS

This long list of traitors to the loyalist
cause even included the six-county judi-
ciary which, according to a Walter Millar
from Cookstown, had the gall to sentence
three men for attempting to kill Gerry
Adams...

Paisley’s campaign speech was followed
by similar calls from Peter Robinson, Ivan

Peter Rob lined, would be concen-
trated on keeping Sinn Fein out of coun-
cils, ostracising them, excluding them from
delegations, and in the last resort, DUP
councillors would have to be prepared to
“literally strike a blow for democracy”.

And so ended the conference, a pre-
dictable if horrifying exposition of ‘demo-
cracy’ the loyalist way: in which political
opponents are to be ostracised, beaten
up, arrested or killed. A timely reminder
to all nationalists of the true nature of
the six-county state.

THE trial of three Belfast men
ing site protection racket in th
Tuesday, March 26th, when 3

. accused of running a build-

e city, ended dramatically on

3 charges against them, in-

cluding demanding money with menaces, and possessi
. H &
firearms to commit blackmail, were withdrawn by asl‘)';g

lawyer.

The three men — James Pratt
Craig (43), a well-known and
leading member of the UDA
from Northland Street, David
Fee (31), of Chief Street, and
William John Quee (28), of Cross-
lands Court, were released when
the DPP lawyer told the court:

“Having considered the pro-
ceedings in court yesterday and
the fact that the witness felt
unable to provide his name, the
DPP has concluded that the pro-
secution cannot ask for the re-
turn for trial of any of the de-
fendants on any charges against
them”,

The hearing had caused grave
disquiet when it was revealed
that prosecution witnesses were
giving evidence wearing balaclava
helmets, parkas with the hoods
zipped up and gloves. The five
witnesses, believed to include
company directors and building
site bosses, had refused to give
their names throughout the hear-

ing, and were referred to as P2
C, J, T, and A4.

Witness ‘A4’ told the court
that he had been approached
by Craig and Fee in 1982 and
told to hand over £500 in return
for security on the site. The
money was paid a week later.
Witness ‘T* told the court that
Craig and Fee had demanded
£2,000 from him or work would
not continue on the site. When
Craig and Fee returned, they were
accompanied by Quee. Witness
handed over £800. During one
of the meetings, witness T’
claimed Fee had produced a

handgun.
TACTIC
This is the first time tha
RUC have employed the tactic
of using uni ified, disguised

®UDA headquarters, Belfast |
o =

This latest ploy by the RUC
was bitterly attacked as a fur-
ther eroding of defendants’ legal
and civil rights as it effectively
prevented defence barristers from
challenging the credibility of wit-

witnesses in court, although a
similar technique of using anony-
mous witnesses was used to
identify internees in the early
Seventies.

[ BrroserTcanin__|

A FIREARMS CHARGE against ex-DUP man George Sea-
wright was predictably withdrawn at Belfast Magistrates
Court on Friday, March 22nd, following an application by

a DPP lawyer.

The charge arose out of an
incident on October 18th 1984
when Seawright, along with a
number of accomplices, pro-
duced a firearm in the course of
removing a Tricolour from the
roof of the Whiterock Leisure
Centre.

The charge of having a gun
and five rounds of ammunition
under suspicious circumstances
was withdrawn, leaving Sea-
wright to face the other, less

i of conduct liable

to cause a breach of the peace.
Seawright (33), of Forthriver
Road, Belfast, has pleaded not
guilty to the charge. He was
remanded on continuing bail
to appear at a special sitting of
the Magistrates Court on June
6th.

Recent reports suggest that, in
the' course of the incident,
Seawright pointed his gun at a
member of staff, who said he
feared Seawright mirs‘]ht‘ have

# i

nesses.

Many, both republican and loy-
alist, as well as leading lawyers,
felt that there was a real risk of
this technique being employed by

centre are
drawal of
the DPP’s
charge of
life.

angry at the with-
the charge and at
refusal to press a
intent to endanger

THREATENED

Meanwhile, in contrast to the
peaceful and dignified raising of
the national flag over White-
rock Leisure Centre, staff at
the Shankill Leisure Centre
were threatened by seven mask-
ed men who raised a number of
loyalist flags and dalised the

the RUC to supercede the falter-
ing paid-perjurer system, which
in recent months has suffered a
stream of serious setbacks, many
as a result of the destruction of
the individual paid-perjurers’ cred-
ibility as prosecution witnesses.
The introduction of anony-
mous and hooded witnesses would
have overcome this difficulty for
the RUC and at the same time

el

@ After the charges were dropped,

LR
=1\
‘Jl

given
method of
before used in court cases.

i\ il ]

legal respectability to a

identification never

l, Seawright tried to boost his flagging fortunes
by a repeat of the stunt — minus the gun — that landed him in court in the first place’

building, causing damage esti-
mated at £600.
And on Monday moming,
March 25th, Seawright, with
d

companied by a number of men,
hoisted a Union Jack and
several Ulster flags on the roof
of the Ballysillan Leisure Cen-

fore,

been removed a short time be- 3

A small force of RUC looked
on while the flags were raised,



" THE ORIGINS
AND DEVELOPMENT
OF THE ULSTER

DEFENCE REGIMENT !

IN OCTOBER 1969, amid a blaze of publicity,
the Hunt report recommended the disarming of

the RUC and the total disbandment of the ‘B’

Specials.
These

recommendations followed a hurried

inquiry

into RUC and ‘B’ Special participation in anti-civil rights
violence which culminated in August 1969 in the RUC
assault on the Bogside and the ‘B’ Specials-led pogroms in

Belfast.

The Hunt report, despite its
predictably diplomatic language
and its praise for the work of the
Specials, was, in its recommen-
dations, a clear indictment of 50
years of unionist terrorism spear-
headed by the paramilitary police
force and its reserve.

With the ink on the report
barely dry, the anticipated poli-
tical eruption occurred. Unionist
leaders attacked the report as a
surrender to the civil rights
marchers. lan Paisley declared:

“The recommendations... are
a complete capitulation to the
murderers and looters on our
streets.”

The general nationalist wel-
come for the report, led in those
politically naive days by the
moderate and generally apoliticai
middle class, was more a res-
ponse to the unionist outcry
than a realistic analysis of the
report itself. John Hume com-
mented:

“l welcome the report and |
think it gives us a basis for a
proper impartial civil police for-
ce.”

The /rish News echoed these
sentiments and declared the
Hunt report to be the “key to
a better era”’.,

A detailed reading of the
report would have revealed a
more ominous purpose to the
supposed reform of the state
forces, as Hunt himself pointed

out.

“It is self-evident that the gov-
ernment of Northern Ireland
has a vital interest in the de-
fence of the province which
must continue to be recognised.

Furthermore, we see great merit
in the continuing presence of a
local force, with /local know-
ledge, capable of being at in-
stant readiness...”

He then went on to ex-
press the hope that the Specials
would join the new forces.

EVIDENCE

Further evidence that the for-
ces of the sectarian state were
being reorganised and modern-
ised rather than being removed
came on Monday, October 13th,
only three days after the report
was published. The Stormont
prime minister, Major J.D. Chich-
ester-Clark, declared:

“The name and organisation
of the Specials, will change...
our new security reserve will
have the arms and other equip-
ment it peeds to be a' highly
effective defe force, not for

[ VE

SINCE ITS FORMATION 15 years ago, the
UDR has proved itself a worthy representative
of the sectarian Orange state.

Besides a long catalogue of ‘illegal’ murders
in the 1970s, UDR members have, in recent
years, been involved in a series of ‘legal’ mur-
ders of nationalists, particularly in Armagh
and Belfast.

The murders of members of the Miami
Showband, Peter and Jane McKearney,
Denis Mullan and two GAA supporters
travelling through Newtownhamilton, are just
a few of the ‘illegal’ murders.

A total of 315 weapons have ‘disappeared’
from UDR armouries to be used in sectarian
murders, either by the UVF, UDA or the
Protestant Action Force — a cover name
regularly used by the UDR.

The infamous Shankill Butchers gang,
which terrorised nationalists in Belfast, a.
counted for 19 brutal and sadistic murders,
Not surprisingly, the gang included UDR
members, one of whom, Edward Mcllwaine,
received a 15-year prison sentence for his
‘off-duty’ activities.

Martin Malone, Tony Harker, Adrian
Carroll and Peter Corrigan are just a few of
the UDR's victims in this decade. Others
include the young joy-riders who have been
shot dead since 1981, the latest being Paul
Kelly who died at the hands of the UDR in
January this year.

In this article, Aidan McSorley traces the
origin and development of the UDR from its
roots in the ‘B’ Specials to its role as a pri:
mary element in British repression today.

the conditions of “21 but for the
Seventies.”

It was becoming clear that
the Hunt report was a recog-
nition that the ‘B’ Specials, as
an effective military force, were
50 years out of date. In addit-
ion, because the Specials had
always played a major role in
the suppression of nationalist
resistance, they were to be
used as a scapegoat for the sec-
tarianism which stemmed from
the state itself and of which
they were simply the crudest
reflection.

So, despite the premature
reactions, the Hunt report was
openly aimed at the preser-
vation of the sectarian state
through the creation of new
and more effective forces.

It would soon become clear
that the sectarianism which is
the sole raison d‘etre of the six-
county state would quickly
infect any structures created
within its confines. The Ulster
Defence Regiment, born of the
Hunt report, would soon provide
ample evidence for these argu-
ments.

On April Fools Day 1970,
the UDR came into existence as
an operational unit of the

British army. Armed with the
most modern military equipment
available, it was initially com-
posed of seven battalions, one
for each of the six counties
and one for Belfast.

PERCEPTION
Early recruitment to the
UDR was inevitably influenced
by lh's public perception of the
new force. Unionist opposition
to the disbandment of the ‘B’

Specials created an initial, if
short-lived, reluctance on the
part of extreme loyalists t0
join the UDR.

Conversely, however, some
Catholics, particularly middle
class and professionals, felt they
should follow the advice of poli-
ticians like Austin Currie and
many of his SDLP colleagues
who encouraged Catholics to
join the UDR. In its first months
of existence, therefore, the UD_H
achieved a Catholic membership
of 1,600, which represented 18%
of the total numbers. *

However, within the Calholyc
working-class ghettoes, and in
the poverty-stricken areas west
of the Bann, an instinctive
reluctance prevented significant
recruitment.

The first recruits to the UDR
were left in no doubt as to where
they stood politically. Within
the force they were surrounded
by the symbols of loyalism, neW
members were required to sw_/vf-‘a'
their loyalty to the Br!ush
queen and all the trapping
pomp and ceremony of "“Pe;
jalist jingoism were incorporat®
into the routine life of the
UDR.
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3 may have been disbanded
Adding to nation-  4pe «ge de but
astgang' alist misgivings were deterBed mer;‘ WWorelcenainiyAnot
» dc- the specific and lar- 4 Tac athoy, simply donned
urders, gy sucoessful_ef- ;sebnfew uniforms and continued
| UDR E {or1s made to recruit VS-:;:-E'
Iwaine, % Spacials, which ithin months, the UDR was
for_ his e had assemr)g itself as a willing and
by Xbaen =it enthusiastic arm of the Orange
i Yy state and the inherent sectar-
;:(xlarfl :lt\eed‘t;?mriﬁl?:éu’:; ianism of this position was be-
Al o} R coming increasingly obvious and
ers reflected in its membership
/e been uniforms and a lesser 7
\g Paul nu"mbilrhohhelr_wea- COSMETIC
JDR in gf;hich"‘;z:gf:; Cosmetic as they were, the
Bk of UVE arma® British-inspired reforms of late
ces the e ear 1969 and early 1970 failed to
o Sotentls) e wer: quell the growing nationalist re-
ia pri- R volt. The struggle for basic

rights had outgrown the naive
reformist demands of the civil
rights campaign.

As the irreformably oppressive
nature of the six-county state
became increasingly clear, the
struggle against oppression con-
sequently became a struggle
against the state itself, and as
this developed, the British war
machine came quickly to the
defence of the threatened union-
ist regime.

The Falls Road Curfew in
July 1970, when 3,000 British
soldiers attacked the small nat-
jonalist ghetto Killing five and
arresting 300, was in its scale
and ferocity an implicit declar-
ation of war on the nationalist
areas. The inevitable battle be-
tween the forces of imperialism
and those of liberation had
begun.

The UDR, as an integral
unit of the British army, were
fully involved in the growing
war. So, it is not surprising,
given both the external and in-
ternal developments, that, from
the Summer of 1970 on, there
occurred a steady stream of re-
signations from the UDR by
Catholic members.

These resignations lead to a
sharp decline in the Cathqllc
membership of the force which
fell from 18% in its first months
to 5% in early 1972 and down

ed to join the UDR,
the RUC or the new
= RUC Reserve force.

: : FORM

N fict, a special fo
| b rm had
. been st out six weeks before
genenil recruitment 1o the UDR
began, 1o faifitate easy trans-
ft:‘res ng the ‘B’ Specials to
;lmm\: In the first month,
almes alf the applications to'
,oo me from ‘B¢ Specials,
7OB°m0'a(ota| of 1,625, )
o Y’MP:av 1972, 2,487 ex-

g Were in  the
wl’Ll’lg "F;"E's had joined theUnZvF»l/
RUC It:?iwen?r' indeed, the
- 'he ‘B’ Specials
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eventually to its present 2.5%.
(This present 2.5% represents
175 Catholics out of a total
membership of 7,250 in the
UDR.)

If the sectarian character and
make-up of the ‘B’ Specials
was being mirrored in the
UDR, in other ways the new
force was different, and con-
sequently more dangerous than
its forerunner. Training and
equipment for the UDR was,
of course, much more advanced
than that which had been
available to the Specials.

But, of more significance, the
centralised command structures
of the UDR, as opposed to
the local autonomy of the Spec-
jals, meant that, from the
beginning, UDR members were
an indispensable source of local
information for British intell-
igence.

As the Kitsonian theories of
counter-insurgency  were  put
into practice, the UDR became,
as the RUC Gazette said, “the
eyes and ears” of the British
war machine. UDR men were
instructed to use their full-
time jobs as milkmen, postmen,
bus drivers etc, to spy on their
Catholic neighbours.

Besides the fact that they
are always armed, UDR men
are never off-duty.

THREAT
Apart, of course, from the
offcial developments within the
UDR, by 1971 the force was,
in other ways, becoming a more
immediate threat to the nat-

(continued on next page)
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lonalist community.

After their initial opposition
to the disbandment of the ‘B’
Specials, loyalists quickly realised
the advantages offered by the
UDR. By late 1971, the UVF
and the newly-formed UDA
Wwere actively encouraging mem-
bers to join the UDR whilst
simultaneously launching a re-
cruitment drive from within the
force.

The formation of four new
UDR battalions, following the,
introduction . of internment,
coincided with areas of most
extreme sectarianism and in
which the loyalist paramilitaries
were at their most advanced.
In the North Armagh area par-
ticularly, whole UVF units were
recruited into the UDR.

The UDR quickly became the
most ready source, not only of
training for the loyalist gunmen,
but also of intelligence and arms
with which to carry out their
attacks. UVF and UDA men
within the UDR organised a
string of arms raids which pro-
vided the loyalist terror gangs
with the most modern weapons
available,

From 1970, loyalists have,
with incredible ease, stolen 315
weapons -from UDR armouries.
In May 1978, a South Derry
UDA/UDR man was jailed for
his role in the theft of over
200 rifles, machine-guns and pis-
tols from Magherafelt UDR
camp in June 1976.

CAMPAIGN

Throughout the mid-Seven-
ties, loyalist terror gangs, trained
and armed courtesy of the Brit-
ish state, were waging a mur-
derous campaign against the nat-
ionalist community.

Despite a reluctance to inves-
tigate loyalist terror attacks on
the part of the equally sectar-
ian and often sympathetic RUC,
there has been, since the for-
mation of the UDR, a steady
stream of arrests and convic-
tions of UDR members which
testify to the real nature of the
force.

Members of the UDR have
been involved in every conceiv-
able type of crime from hand-
ling stolen goods and robbery
right through to kidnapping,
sexual offences and murder.
The  abnormally-high  crime
rate, quite apart from their
politically or religiously-inspired
terrorism, and the equally high
suicide rate within the UDR,
are indications of the quality
of its membership.

The Miami Showband mas-
sacre is probably the incident
which most clearly illustrates
the overlapping of UDR and
loyalist paramilitary terrorism,
The death of two UDR men,
killed by their own bomb at
the scene, led eventually, and de-
spite all the efforts of the RUC
and the British authorities to
conceal the facts, to the ex-
posure of the UDR as a seedy
cloak of convenience for the
UVF (as in this case) and the
UDA. Two other UDR/UVF
members were subsequently con-
victed of the Miami murders.

The presence of unavoidable
evidence, coupled with the in-
ternational outrage which fol-
lowed the Miami Showband
massacre, forced the reluctant
RUC to act against one loyalist
terror gang within the UDR.

Apart from an almost iden-
tical incident three weeks later,
when two Catholics were mur-
dered at another UDR/UVF
road-block, there was a gen-
eral fall-off in loyalist terror,
directly connected to the UDR,
following the Miami incident.
This fall-off was much more the

THE DELIBERATE r
ultant killing

2 young m*‘o‘
Falls_district |

A 17.YEAR-OLD YOUTH was shot
dead and four of his joy.riding com-

stolen car at a checkpoint in West
Belfast early on Tuesday
A

nd
flewmy \esnsger, sccording 10 horri{d
eye witnessen

The fatally wounded youth was Paul

Mgt and crown foree were

result of a fundamental change
in British war strategy, than due
to the efforts of the sectarian
RUC. =
POLICY

During 1975, the British
government initiated a new
three-pronged policy aimed at
initially containing, and even-
tually suffocating, nationalist re-
sistance in. the North. This
policy was known as criminal-
isation/Ulsterisation/ normalisat-
ion,

Criminalisation was, of course,
the aspect of the new policy
which most directly affected the
republican struggle, leading even-
tually to the heroic hunger-
strike in 1981, But Ulsterisa-
tion and normalisation were to
have almost as profound an
effect on the British and loy-
alist forces in the conflict.

Firstly, normalisation, i.e. the
creation of an illusion of nor-
mality within the inherently
unstable six-county state, de-
manded an end to the vicious
spiral of sectarian murders which,
up to 1975, had been tacticly
sanctioned, and, at times, act-
ively encouraged by the British
administrations.

Loyalist gunmen who had
previously been allowed to oper-
ate with an almost free hand,
now found themselves being
arrested and charged as the
British launched a simultaneous

propaganda drive to portray the
war as an internal sectarian
conflict which was being suc-
cessfully brought under control
by the impartial forces of the
state.

During 1976, the loyalist
paramilitaries were rendered in-
effective in many areas and in
some, most notably East Antrim,
the entire UVF organisation was
wiped out.

Alongside these developments,
Ulsterisation was placing the
locally-recruited forces of im-
perialism in the front line of
the conflict. The rationale behind
this move was that the number
of British casualties would be re-
duced, with a consequent reduc-
tion of interest in and opposi-
tion to the war, in Britain.

Furthermore, with locally-re-
cruited forces almost exclusively
Protestant, Ulsterisation would
add further to the portrayal of
the war as an internal sectarian
conflict. For these reasons the
UDR replaced the British army
in the front line in all but the
most dangerous areas of the
North.

The UDR, willing cannon-
fodder for British imperialism,
suffered the consequences of
Ulsterisation as the IRA main-
tained the war against oppres-
sion.

ALTERATION

The suppression of the loy-
alist paramilitary terror gangs
and the placement of the UDR
in the front line of the war
brought a long-term alteration in
the overall make-up of the
loyalist forces. No longer able
to operate with immunity, young
loyalists found it safer and more
profitable to vent their sectar-
ianism through the official state
forces, primarily the UDR. As
the UVF and UDA went into
political decline, the UDR assimi-
lated many of their members
still at liberty. i

By 1980, the membership
of the UDR had swollen to
8,000, 97.5% of them Protes-
tant. Beatings and harassment
which had previously been car-
ried out by British soldiers
were now taken over, with un-

disguised and unrestrained zeal,
by the UDR, and with this
transfer of ‘duties’, the opp-

ression took on the overtly
sectarian character of the ‘B’
Special days.

Ulsterisation  allowed the
UDR to replace the UVF and
UDA as the most brutal instru-
ment of the sectarian state.

The curbing of the loyalist
terror gangs did, however, leave
a gap in British military strategy.
The arbitrary arrest of promi-
nent republican activists would
publicly contradict the British
attempt to ‘criminalise’ the
republican struggle, and con-
sequently also threaten the nor-
malisation policy.

A more insidious method of
‘neutralising’ political activists
was, therefore, developed. To
this end, British agents were in-
filtrated into the UDA and,
ironically and more significantly,
into the UDR also. The pur-
pose of this infiltration was to
instigate, organise and provide
the intelligence (and weapons,
if necessary) for the murder of
key political activists.

The use of loyalist gunmen
would reduce the risk of ex-
posure of British involvement
and these gunmen, when their
usefulness was exhausted, could
be arrested, thus giving a degree
of credibility to the ‘impartial’
state forces. The campaign of
British-controlled political assas-

sination began in October 1976
when the UDA murdered Maire
Drumm in the Mater Hospital,
Belfast.

INVOLVEMENT

In many of the subsequent
murders and attempted mur-
ders, British involvement became
obvious. At the trial of three
UDA men, who were convicted
of the murder of John Turnley,
one of the accused, Robert
McConnell, read out a state-
ment outlining how two SAS
men had supplied the weapons
to his gang and had discussed
the movements of Turnley,
Miriam Daly and Bernadette Mc-
Alliskey.

While the UDA was the med-
ium for British murder in Bel-
fast, it was the UDR, using the
cover-name the Protestant Action
Force, which conducted a simul-
taneous campaign in the North
Armagh area.

It was not until 1984, when
investigations by two indepen-
dent journalists forced the reti-
cent RUC to act, that a large
number of UDR men from
Drumadd Barracks were arrested
and charged with a long series
of sectarian and political attacks
including the murder of Sinn
Fein activist Peter Corrigan.

The speed with which the
RUC were able to arrest this
gang demonstrated that the
RUC were already well aware of
who was responsible for the
attacks in the area but were
under instructions to allow the
gang to operate freely.

Even after the arrest of 13
UDR men from Drumadd Bar-
racks in Armagh, British appro-
val of their activities was poin-
tedly demonstrated in two sep-
arate and highly-publicised visits
when Margaret Thatcher and
the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince
Philip, visited this notorious
barracks and paid tribute to the
activities of the UDR men
stationed there.

At present, there are 15
serving UDR members on re-
mand for sectarian and palitical
offences. Five of these, all
stationed at Drumadd, are char-
ged with murder.

SHOOT-TO-KILL

Running parallel to the ‘ille-
gal’ terrorism of the UDR is
the escalating shoot-to-kill policy
which has given the UDR,
with the other state forces,
a free hand to ‘legally’ murder
innocent Catholics.

The terrorism of the UDR,
within the wide parameters of
British legality or otherwise, has
led to consistent nationalist de-
mands for the disbandment of
the force. Predictably, the loy-
alist politicians, who in 1969
condemned the disbandment of
the ‘B’ Specials, are today even
more vociferous and vigorous
in their defence of the UDR.

In terms of their sectarian-
ism, their criminality, their bru-
tality and violence, they have
surpassed their illustrious fore-
runners and have proven them-
selves a more efficient instru-
ment of British state terrorism.

The UDR, in conjunction
with the RUC, may be the bru-
tal instrument of sectarianism
and oppression, but it is the
artificial six-county state which
lies at the heart of sectarianism
and in defence of which the
UDR acts.

‘The UDR should, of course,
be disbanded, but the only real
and permanent solution to sec-
tarianism and violence, whether
this comes from the UDR or
the ‘B’ Specials, the RUC or
the UDA, the removal of
British imperialism from Ireland
and the dismantling of the six-
county state.
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THE LATEST EDITION of the UDA

: L A
Ulster is yet again a mish-mash of Confuseggi dz;:se'

racism and sectarianism. On the one hand there
is an attempt to stake a claim on the 1798 Reb.

ellion (the ideals of which were sullied by the
Catholics, it says), to complain about the union.
ist upper classes dividing Protestants and Cathol.
jcs, and an admission that discrimination took
place.

However, on the other hand there are raving and
ranting articles on the Knights of St Columbanus, on
Catholics in senior positions within the local BBC and
UTV in Belfast and a regurgitation of an alleged Jesuit
oath which OKs the eating of Protestants for breakfast.

Fairly silly and yet sinister stuff, especially to the
minds of the impressionable. The ine also adver-
tises “Hang the IRA scum” T-shirts and “We hate the
IRA!” cassette tapes of loyalist songs.

One article proposes a settlement based on all you
Northern nationalists going on a short trip in the back
of a furniture lorry to new homes south of a line from
Bundoran to the border, to allow the beaches of Down-
ies and the fishing port of Killybegs to become part of
Britain. If you don’t like the twenty-five counties then
you can go to Australia or the USA.

“As all the Catholics are moved out of Northern Ire-
land, the problem will decline and eventually disappear
altogether.””

All in all, the is a psychological refl
of the muddled thinking of the UDA and must be of
some embarrassment to its authors. The caption on one
photograph reads “‘undercover soldiers — a familiar sight
at Ulster’s border”, which is actually a photograph of:
two IRA Vol s reproduced ingly unwittingly,
from the 1985 Republican Calendar.

In another ill ion the i has i y
cut off part of the brains of UDA guru John McMichael.
He now looks like British pop star Alexis Sayle of Hello
John, got a new motor fame.

ww

Fein shop in that town
hoping to pick up some
items on the cheap.

Under the guise of seiz-
ure of illegal matters, they
attempted this Wednesday
to add some new T-shirts

“Onwards to Victory —
the /RA”, was on display
in the window and, mark-
ed ‘M’ for medium, it was
much too small for these
giants of goodwill. Anx-

ious to add extensively to
their collection for the
‘trophies room’ in the new
barracks, they promised to
return. No doubt they will
receive an even bigger failte
next time they call to No.
21.

and publications to their
already large ~collection,
also taken from the same
shop during the run-up to
the EEC elections.
Unfortunately, only
one T-shirt, proclaiming

ey

SANDHURST-TRAINED British army officer Peter
Smith’s graduation into a life of crime came to a sorry
end when the bold lieutenant was caught on the roof
of a Staffordshire garage.

Having been inspired by an article in a newspaper,
entitled A Burglar’s Tale, Smith returned to England on
leave from the Royal Signals in West Germany. He hatch-
ed a plan to steal a new £15,000 Mercedes and forged a
British services registration document so that he could
get the car through customs.

It was said in his defence, and | really believe it, that
Peter (who, by the way, was an all-England athlete with
a university law degree and who had ambitions to be a
policeman) had a last minute change of heart in his
initiation into crime as he was parked on the roof of
the car showrooms contemplating how to get in. Unfor-
tunately, his change of mind coincided exactly with his
being spotted by the police.

When his home was searched, a CS gas grenade-laun-
cher and cannisters were found along with a list of bur-
glar's tools. Peter was given a 12-month jail sentence,
suspended for two years, and was ordered to pay £250
costs.

Isn’t he going to make frankfurters out of the author
of A Burglar’s Tale when he catches up with him.

e

TORY HOTSPOT, the
Grand Hotel in Brighton,
is to be rebuilt and re-
furbished at a cost of

minister Margaret Thatch-

er in a special ceremony.
One person who will

not be on the guest list

1984 who has not been
traced.

And there’s been more
fall-out from the Brighton

box?t‘er the IRA attack
on the British cabinet, a
special committee consist-
ing of senior MPs, leading
parliamentary officials and
police chiefs spent months
reviewing and upgrading
security.

However, on budget
day a fortnight ago, two
youths (for a bet) dan-
dered into the House of
Commons and wandered
along corridors and stairs
normally blocked off to
the public, only yards
from Cabinet ministers’
rooms. They were stopped
before they could ask
Norman Tebbit for a light.

Now the British govern-
ment plans to spend £1.25
million in a protection
racket aimed at keeping
the IRA at bay.

The Liam Og column-

" Moronic
mish-mash

The new measures pro-
posed include:

® Seven-foot-high per-
imeter railings round un-
protected areas of the
palace of Westminster, in-
cluding Speaker’s Green,
costing £800,000;

® X-Ray machines at
the main Commons and
Lords entrances to check
visitors’ bags and parcels;

® A 10% increase in
police and security staff
to operate new equipmerit
and carry out extra checks
on vehicles entering parlia-
ment;

@ Infra-red beam de-
vices, alarms and possibly
cameras inside Commons
and Lords’ rooms and cor-
ridors;

® |ncreased random id-
entity checks.

| hope those details
turn out to be of some
use, given the great lengths
| have gone to get them,
Mr Walsh.

NOW that larger premises
are currently being con-
structed for the gardai in
Monaghan, those avid col-

lectors of republican mem-
orabilia, Special Branch-
men Lynam and Moroney,
have returned to the Sinn

£8 million, The work will
be completed by August
1986 and the hotel will be
re-opened by British prime

will be Mr Roy Walsh —
the only visitor to the
hotel prior to the IRA
bomb attack in October

Are the loonie
loyalists right
Loy once?

Plstasopgien il
Has there indeecl been
some kincl of secrel agreement
worked out between Dublin
and London?

has agreed Co

e, but we
e e all it & back

mannered , arrogant |
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C3gerald has agreed
kl}-‘lg her backside !
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A CITIZEN of the twenty-six counties who has a grudge
against the fire service, the gardai, the customs and but-
chers’ shops got it out of his system in the early hours of
last Saturday morning, March 23rd.

The incidents began around 2am with the theft of a
12-ton fire engine from the station at Nobber, County
Meath. The driver sped the vehicle: across country and
took the original and unorthodox step of ramming the
small, singl d, inoffensive-looking garda station at
Castlebellingham until the front wall collapsed and put
out a cigarette butt which the station sergeant had for-
gotten to extinguish before going home.

Sensing trouble in Carrick , County M 2
the apprentice fireman (whom we'll call Fred), who had
apparently found his vocation in life, and who has since
had solidarity groups set up in Divis flats and Coolock,
set off across the land again.

The fire engine overtook Sergeant Con Nolan and
Garda Roger Judge five miles from Carrickmacross, pull-
ed to a halt and reversed back into their car, for what-
ever they had done. Just outside Carrickmacross another
patrol car, whose occupants must have said something,
had their vehicle charged by the 12-tonner.

The fire engine continued to Castleblayney, 30 miles
from Nobber, and rammed a customs car driven by an
officer who probably stole a pencil off Fred-the-fireman
when they went to school together 20 years ago. The
customs car didn’t stop there, but was pushed through
the front window of a butcher’s shop in the Main Street.

The engine was discovered abandoned three miles
outside of the town around 8.30 on Saturday morning
and one hell of a chip had been removed from one cit-
izen’s shoulder.

The gardai are not overly concerned about this inci-

dent since they bought 324 cars, 25 vans and 40 motor-
cycles which they didn‘t need because they already had
166 new vehicles in stock. However, at the end of 1983
they discovered they had some cash over which they
hadn‘t spent so they decided to really go mobile.
: In an incident at Dublin Docks last week, two detect-
ives jumped out of their vehicle and gave chase to a gang
of jewel thieves. While they were away, somebody stole
their car and it was later found burned out at Sheriff
Street.

It certainly is a most distressing country...

ee
THE British armed forces
are riddled with supergrass,
according to figures releas-
ed this week. A total of
336 servicemen were con-

The number of sailors
and Royal Marines convict-
ed of drugs offences has
fallen sharply over the
same period, while the

victed of offences involving
drugs last year, compared
to 122 three years ago.

number of soldiers and air-
men has got higher, so to
speak.
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SINN FEIN
TRADE UNION GROUP
MEETING
8pm Thursday 2Bth March
44 Tala Park
SHANNON
County Clare
Ard chomhairle member
will attend
All Sinn Fein members
and supporters welcome

DUNNES STRIKERS
BENEFIT FUNCTION
Featuring Don Baker
9pm Friday 29th March
Meeting Place
Dorset Street
DUBLIN
Taille £2 (€1 unemployed)
Organised by Sinn Fein

SALE OF WORK
1pm Saturday 30th March
Butt Hall
BALLYBOFEY
County Donegal
Organised by Sinn Fein

FUNCTION
With traditional music
10pm Saturday 30th March
No. 5 Club
Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Taille £1
Organised by Inner City
Sinn Fein

IRISH NIGHT
8.30pm Saturday 30th March
Hogan Stand
DUNDALK
Taille £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

BALLAD SESSION
Music by Latch
Saturday 6th April
Cassidy’s Lounge
COLLON
County Louth
Taille £1

FUNCTION
Featuring Queen of Hearts
Easter Sunday night
Hibernian Hotel
CLONES
County Monaghan
Taille £3
Organised by Sinn Fein

IRISH CLASSES
7.30pm every Tuesday
Nicholas Court
NEWRY
County Down
3pm every Wednesday
Technical School
Quay Street
SLIGO

STRIP-SEARCH
SEMINAR
3pm Sunday 14th April
Forresters Hall
ENNISKILLEN
County Fermanagh
Speakers: Sean McBride, Des
Wilson and ex-Armagh POW

EASTER LILY metal badges
are available from:

Republican Publications,

2a Monagh Crescent,

Belfast. Tel: 620768

Price: £1.30 each or 90p each for
bulk orders over ten.

Republican Publications,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1. Tel: 747611

Price: IR£1.50 each or IRE1.10
each for bulk orders over ten.

Missing
the point

A Chara,

A recent story in AP/AN
seems to have missed a very
important political point in
trivialising the story about a
Scottish man who hijacked
two RUC cars and was even-
tually arrested after a 50-mile
joy-ride.

Instead of asking silly ques-
tions like “Where was Rob
Roy?” “Did Roy surrender?”’
etc, AP/RN should have been
asking how this armed joy-
rider avoided being shot at and
was the fact that he was not
in West Belfast the reason
the RUC fired no shots at
alli?

Now that the RUC have
demonstrated that they can
arrest joy-riders without shoot-
ing-to-kill, will this new app-
roach apply to nationalist as
well as non-nationalist areas?

Why has the media not
asked these questions? AP/RN
should ask these questions, if
only to draw attention to this
example of RUC ‘even-handed-
ness’,

Donal Dennison.

EEG farm
prices

A Chara,

The EEC farm prices pack-
age which must be negotiated
by April 1st threatens severe
cuts for farmers in the twenty-
six counties. Farmers who last
year were caught by the quota
super-levy system imposed on
milk were advised to go into
cereals instead. Now, in March,
far too late to influence
sowing, the EEC is threaten-
ing a cut in cereal prices of
3.6%. In real terms this repre-
sents at least a 10% price-fall.

The price-cuts for grain
come in a proposed package
of across the board cuts in
all staple agricultural products.
Milk prices are to rise by
2.5% which means a cut in
real terms of at least 5%.
There is a proposed price
freeze for pig, beefmeat and
sheepmeat which implies on
current estimates of inflation,
price cuts of around 7.5%
in real terms.

This price package repre-
sents a reversal of previous
EEC farm policies, the first
signs of which were clearly
evident with the imposition
of the milk super-levy. The
EEC and the CAP in par-
ticular were founded on the
basis of self-sufficiency in
food for Western Europe
which necessitated a policy of
protection and heavy sudsi-
disation of farm income and
price. This has led to the food
mountains, The policy of pro-
tection is now dead.

For the first time, the EEC
finance ministers this year
are in control of the EEC
agricultural fund. In previous
years it was the farm minis-
ters. This change has meant
that  Thatcherite monetarist
policies of a return to the
discipline of the price mechan-
ism and an end to subsidies”|
and protection, are the new

A Chara,

Once again, the twenty-
six-county government is
conceding to EEC pressure
to give away lIrish resour-
ces. This time it is Irish
fisheries. The bottom line
in the negotiations with
Spain on the terms of their
accession to the EEC were
stated clearly by Foreign
Minister, Peter Barry: he
would not allow access to
Irish fishing waters during
this century.

However, junior minister
O’Keefe is on the verge of
conceding that Spanish fisher-
men would have access after
ten years.

The history of our nego-
tiotions with the EEC over
our fisheries has been a cata-

logue of concessions and de-
feats whereby Ireland’s inter-
ests have been sacrificed to
those of the most powerful
countries in the EEC bloc.

The common fisheries pol-
icy, completed in 1983 after
seven years of negotiation,
gave the twenty-six counties,
which contributed one quarter
of the fishing waters, a mere
46% of the fish quotas for
each of the seven main species
of fish covered by the agree-
ment,

In reality, the situation is
even worse: the larger EEC
fleets ignore with impunity
the negotiated quota allocat-
ions and fishery agreements.
As Frank Doyle of the IFO
said recently of the Dutch fleet,
which has already taken twice
its mackerel quota for 1985:

This development within
EEC policy happens to coin-
cide with a similar move in
the US, where the present
administration is determined
to cut back their agricultural
support programme. In 1983,
the US spend £50 billion on
farm subsidisation.

Reagan, who happens to
share Mrs Thatcher’s faith in
monetarism — the free play of
market forces where the devil
takes the hindmost — intends
to bring farm prices in the
US into line with world prices
and off-load some of the mas-
sive stocks the US has accumu-
lated.

These changes represent a
severe threat to agriculture in
the twenty-six counties. Our
membership of the EEC has
meant  that twenty-six-county
governments have been upable
to regulate domestic markets
to maintain and foster alter-
native crops, to rationalise
agricultural investment or land
structure  so  that farmers
would be cushioned against
“the eventual inevitable col-
lapse of the CAP.

Farmers in the twenty-
six counties, B0% of whom

order.

are small farmers, who are

quite unable to compete ag-
ainst their EEC counterparts,
have no recourse to alternative
crops, and will inevitably bear
the brunt of the present
cutbacks.

Many have compared our

accession to the EEC with
the Act of Union in the last
century, The Act brought

great short-term benefits to
Irish agriculture, but was fol-
lowed by a return to free
trade and with that the Corn
Laws, where Ireland was quite
unable to withstand the com-
petition of the market-place
and the cheap food policies
of England and America. The
result was the collapse of
Irish mixed farming and the
change in agricultural struc-
tures which culminated in the
Famine.

It is no wonder that some

over 100 gross tons — has little
hance to compete.

1 And what, it might be
asked, is Ireland to get in
return for agreeing 10 Splr_mh
plunder of Irish isheries?
What will be Ireland’s gain
from Spanish membership of
the EEC?

Exports from the twenty-
six counties to Spain were
valued at £107 million. What
reason would we have (0 ex-
pect these to increase on
Spain’s accession to the EEC?
The likelihood is, rather, that
US and Japanese investment
will flow into Spain, attrac-
ted by their lower real wages
and the skilled labour force,
giving import substitution for
Spanish imports.

Recent figures for Japanese

“They say that if they are
caught it doesn’t matter be-
cause if they are taken to the
European Court, it will be
four or five years before the
case is heard.””

Already this year, 14 Span-
ish trawlers have been arres-
ted in Irish waters. This does
not include those - Spanish
vessels flying British or Irish
flags! The greatest number of
illegal fishing vessels caught
have been Spanish. Last year
30 altogether were arrested,
five of them Spanish ships
flying British flags and one a
Spanish trawler registered in
the twenty-six counties.

Spain has the fourth largest
fishing fleet in the world with
17,000 vessels. They represent
70% of the entire EEC fleet.
Ireland, with only 3,000 ves-
sels — only 100 of which are

Nicaraguan
band

A Chara,

The Heroes and Martyrs of
San Francisco del Norte is a
band made up of farm work-
ers and trade unionists from
the San Juan de Las Pences
area of North-West Nicaragua.
They are all members of the
Nicaraguan Agricultural Work-
ers’ Union (ATC).

After their arrival at Shan-
non Airport on Tuesday, March
19th, their Irish tour started
in Limerick city where they
held a press conference.
During the month of April
the band will visit Clare,
Galway, Sligo, Leitrim, Derry,
Belfast, Dublin, Wexford,
Cork and Kerry.

They will spend four days
in Derry over the Easter per-
fod, where their visit will
open with an evening of
music and political discussion
in_ Pilots Row Community
Centre on Wednesday evening,
April 3rd. The band will meet
local trade unionists- in the
Pilots Row Centre on Friday
morning, April 5th at 11am,
and on Friday evening they
will be joined by musicians
from the local branch of

y y 2
most recently Peter Barry and
Ray McSharry, have ques-
tioned whether, after all, the
EEC was worthwhile,

Judging by the recent farm
price proposals, they are too
late,

Sinn Fein Agriculture

C Ceoltoiri  Eireann
for a concert in the Gweedore
Bar.

The band, composed of
guitars, double bass and accor-
dion, sing modern lyrics to tra-
ditional tunes and their songs
reflect the struggle for free-
dom of the Sandinistas.

Department,

They are named after the

foreign in Spain
show that this is exactly what
is happening. Japan now has
more production units in
Spain than in any EEC coun-
try except Germany.

It is also certain that,
with Spanish accession to the
EEC, what benefits there were
to be gained through the social
fund for disadvantaged areas
will now be spread more thinly
over a wider area — to the
detriment of the twenty-six
counties.

Is it not time, then, that
the twenty-six-county govern-
ments drew the obvious con-
clusion that membership of
the EEC bloc is detrimental
to our economic interests?
They should do this before
the resources left to Ireland
are Jost to future generations.

Once freed of the con-
straint of open competition
with the largest corporations
of Europe, Ireland might yet
be able to develop these re-
sources for the benefit of the
whole Irish people.

Sean Lynch,

Sinn Fein councillor,

Longford.

people of the village of San
Francisco del Norte who were
massacred by forces financed
and armed by Reagan and
the CIA.

The Sinn Fein Foreign
Affairs Bureau welcomes the
Nicaraguan group and urges
all members and supporters
of Sinn Fein to attend their
concerts, details of which will
be carried in AP/RN in the
relevant issues.

Lucilita Bhreatnach,

Sinn Fein

Dear Editor,

Permit me a small space in
your letters’ column to appeal
1o your readers. | require
IRIS — the republican maga-
Zine, issue No. 3, to complete
the set | am collecting.

| was unable to get /RIS
No. 3 when it was published
and have tried all my friends;
however, none of them have
it. | would be grateful if any
of your readers could help me
with this request, | am willing,
of course, to pay for it.
Jimmy Loughran,
Whiterock Gardens,
Belfast,
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Stranger thap

BY AINE MARTIN

LICE CORRUPTION, the TV 3
:‘3’ to be the subject of the Mn"d’;‘;“l;fo‘:med me,
Refusing to belllleve that such g thing could = n BBC1,
t for the “few bad apples we're aly Xist
pout — | tuned in to Operation undercoyer ays hy
gased (of course) in New promotion — -
k, the film followed the

ooy

=8

Presen

earing

I want 5 gjs.

trict and
1 &l

::1 fortunes of a super-thick, righep 'O WMt a squad,

r-beaver young cop who The innocen
:-’: only ‘trying to do his  (Michae| Momr:w“'f“ﬂhom
o and who, because of his  ordered 1o ask questio s then
innocence, be-:ome_s the fall-  Chiclet in the area i:ubc_)ut
N for his ambitious super- the dealer operates, i which
§ firs when things go wrong, 10 authenticate her cover '
P & Without authorisation, the runaway, U""”luna(e[" asa
& superiors allow an undercover  walking, talking "ﬂelablvyi our
X \\ parcotics cop, Wwith the un-  things up e fouls

{ikely name of ‘Chiclet’ (Susan
glakely), to move in with a
dealer In order to get infor-
mation on his movements.
They know that the auth-
orisation would not be forth-

come by accident,

The Superiors, fearing that
th.eu Unauthorised Operation
will be discovered, f

ra
coming, if sought, and yet with her murder, 'A“"BdVer?o
plce her in a dangerous  with his appalling sense :;
situation because a successful . timing, hangs himself in  his

operation would earn them  cell just before the truth is

revealed and he |
freed, LA

7
®JOE SHEAMUIS SHEAIN

L BvpHI TONER ]

A FORTNIGHT AGO, in a preview of the Dublin Ins';
Music Festival ‘85, | mentioned that Macalla, a band o
23 women, would be featured on the opening night.
Their performance lived up Most of the ‘crack .::L.::
10 all my expectations and | the festival was to b‘l foms
now hear that they have just in the Harcourt Hnt;"mriu
‘ecorded a programme for there were sessions =k
BBC television, It says a lot Jackie Daly, Denis Booitys
about the powersthatbe in Donal O'Connor and Sapncs
RTE that they have yet to and Manus McGullv‘;. Ipie
accord recognition to Macalla, musicians of this “b .tr:. foopcs
';"‘;_GL Ireland’s premier new rd!ioll:-r’:.:v;n b 03
itional groups. ng in > mosph
. The ""?" 'vp:m of the fes- was an experience not to be
tal, a concert in the lux- mi
urious National Concert Hall,
W very wall attended and
"2 most memorable for the
Performanca of Dick Gaughan
"om Scotland, His brilliant

issed.
arty MeGym, o8,
tour Wi
an Australian ‘o incredible
Mick

fiction

festive experience

Well 3
s eIl | didn’t believe itany-

u‘PoliFe officers woulg never
- 'lhelr subordinates as Pawns
0 Iurthar their own careers,
% nlernl! Power politics pla-
n: Part in any police force.
i .lr'\d lh!' most glaring flaw
= of cou
10 thick cope rse there are
Yes, I'm convi i
3 nced,
all pure fiction, Bl

0", Tuesday, March 26th,
final

the
series was screened on RTE1,
The series Provided a new look
at the age-old revolutionary
Who has endured for decades
as the hero of the Poor and

OPpressed,

With its emphasis.an the

[ p—

Bae Ao Crn 4. Firg

for the wrong reasons,

of

inquests on these persomnel.

Yours

thiylly,

EDITOR,
NESSTDE

his thugs, of Robin and his
band of merry men. In a very

Mystical side of Robin Hood's
Quest for justice in a corrupt
state, and by an

d we
can only presume that Robin
has been killed, as his follow-

excellent music score by Clan-
nad, the series Pprovided colour-
ful and entertaining viewing,
The story ended with the
ambush, by the sheriff and

ers the good times
they had with him as leader.
Sorrowful yet determined,
they resolve to continue Rob-
in’s struggle against the forces
of oppression and bring justice

|L& bominic mAC DIARMADA]

BHi ATHAS an domhai

orm an leabhar seo filiochta a

léamh. ClGdaitear na réimsi go Iéir iontu; an -aisling,
dénta diaga agus créifeacha, dénta ina bhfuil moladh

agus caoineadh.

Té an ddlra i réim sfos frid,
corr-laof fiannaiochta agus dén
n6 dhé eactrafochta. Saol n:
ndaocine agus an i

in L& an Bhreithidnais:

Is tiocfaidh Mac' Muire 15
an chuntajs,

Le ithits a

ag Joe Shéamuis Sheéin, file
an leabhair, agus an méid
atd le ra aige faoi ati aige sa
chnuasach.

| gCois Fharraige a rugadh
agus a tégadh an file agus nior
breacadh na dénta ariamh sios
go dti go ndeachaigh Peadar
Mac an lomaire i mbun na
hoibre. Ar ndbigh, bhi go leor
de fhiliocht Sheosaimh i mbéal
na seanmhuintire sa bhaile.
Mar a deirtear sa reamhra
brea “bheadh an scéin chéanna
roimhe agus a bheadh roimh
shagart parbiste n6é roimh
bhean feasa.”

Ta deich geinn is scér de
phfosaf filiochta sa chnuasach.
N&r dheas do Ghaeil bheith in
ann focail mar seo a scriobh,

With talent like that com-
ing together, all that can be
said is — roll on next year's
festival.

v

Last week | saw a Cork
band, The Stargazers, for the
first time. There are only
three musicians in this band,
whose jazz-based vocal mater-
jal is reminiscent of the fabu-
lous Mills Brothers.

With a wide range of
vocal harmonies, The Star-
gazers released a single titled
Glow-worm a couple of
months ago. Although they
have appeared on that awful
Screen Test programme, don't
let that put you off.

The Stargazers are worth
going to see and their single
is worth buying as well.

aran saol,

Is lasfaidh an fharraige
bhrbnach

Is silfidh gach dluthcharraig
deoir

Paganaigh,
Criostaithe;

Daoine a fuair bas leis an 61;

Daoine nar choimlion na
haitheanta;

Is treibhe nér baisteadh go
foill.

polaiteoiri is

T4 an bés, an creideamh,

Tt 01 111, b O
e 01 @111 vae

Thank yuu (or your letter of the Ist.lnst.
You seem to me to be rather cross «ith Newstise, but

It say have sl{pped your motice in recent programses

follo ing the Balllnamore shootings, that Newstime questioned
in publfc and on atr, the type of machine pistol used, and
the calibre of bullet that found their mark in the bodies
mbers of the Security Force
“8s never ans«ered officially, despite attempts to gain
Access to such informationj mar was it revesled

Bearing that (n nind, do you think we bave found it easy

to have the questions which you asked, answered 7

e shall continue to ask questioned on behalf of tne public,
but It becomes tedlous to repeatedly tell the world that our
Questions are mot being anssered.

G4th march, 1585

It {s & question that

at the

to the people.

Which only goes to prove
— you can kill the revolution-
ary but never the revolution.

In recent months, during
the course of certain corres-
pondence between an AP/RN
reader and Peter McNiff, edi-
tor of RTE's Newstime pro-

intinn na ndaoine agus ealaion
ina §it, i bhfoirm na filiochta
mar atd inti seo.

Ni hé Seosamh a chum iad
go léir ach 6na bhéalaithris
féin a thinagadar. T4 eolas ar
iteanna, ar an stair agus ar
an néddr iontu. Is traidisidn
béil atd i gceist go bunasach,
ir, ni raibh a chomharsana
site sa leitheoireacht i ndiaidh
14 crua oibre 6 éirf gréine.

T4& gontacht agus l&irid ar
dhrochchds mhuintir Chon-
amara in Taltaf a sinsir a ruaig-
eadh iad frécheile as, mar
b'éigean doibh &ali 6n Iir-
scrios is &n &r.

Nil mérén tracht déanta ar
an pholaitiocht, afach, ach i
L5 na Fola a scriobh se i 1937
14 tairgnreacht ann go mbeidh
“I& na fola ag teacht is faoi

an eaglais an ag
sniomhd le chéile sa dén seo.
Té an tsamhlaiocht chomh
géar sin go geuirfi Wilfred
Owen an Bhéarla, né Andre
Malraux i gcuimhne, sin go
raibh an creideamh imithe in

ir an i craite,
t& gach naisidn ag feistil i
gceart... nach iomai fear breé a
bheas i bpian... is & mo chra
m& rugadh mé riamh.*

Té buanna na seanfhili ag
Seosamh & Donnchadha agus

Thursday, March 28th, 1985 — Leathanach 13

coverage of the Ballinamore
shootings arose.

In reply to criticisms of
blased and unresearched cover-
age, McNiff stated:

“Newstime gquestioned in
public and on air, the type
of machine pistol used and
the calibre of bullet that found
their mark in the bodjes of
members of the sacurity forces.

“It is a question that was
never answered officially, des-
pite attempts to gain asccess
to such information; nor was
it revealed at the inquests
on those personnel.”

Given this type of pri-
vate response to inquiries,
inferring that there are ques-
tions to be answered which
have been ignored, why is it
that RTE news coverage of the
Ballinamore events consistent-
ly state categorically that the
IRA were responsible for the
deaths of both the Free State
soldier and the garda?

And why has RTE not
issued a statement on the
Free State government’s with-
holding of information and
condemning same?

McNiff concluded that “ir
becomes tedious to repeatedly
tell the world that our ques-
tions are not being answered.”

Tedium, it would appear,
prevents a fair balance of news
reporting.

molaim go mér an leabhar seo.
Ta an fhiliocht chomh maith
le aon rud at3 Iéite agam leis
na cianta. Blas na Gaeltachta,
blas an ama ata caite, athrii
saoil, brén agus &thas. Bhi
Gthas orm an leabhar seo a
fhail.

Is leabhar an-phearsanta &
ach is féidir mothuchéin an
larthair a bhrath, sidl isteach

san aimsir ata imithe thart.
Déan sin!

Dinta Fhili Bhaile na
mBroghach le Seosamh O

Donnchadha CI& Chois Fhar-
raige. 1984. Nl praghas luaite.

Stephan Grapelli or Django
Reinhardt-type music, then go
and see Hotfoot if you can get
chance.

Does anybody out there

in the early 1970s, releasing
three albums to critical acc-
laim.

Now that his latest band,
Scullion, have bitten the dust,
Condell has teamed up with
O’Kelly again, and they are
about to embark on an exten-
sive tour of lIreland, a tour
which is being well advertised
with the regular airplay their
new single, Love /s Like A
Violin, is receiving.

Dates for their reunion
tour in April include Galway
(4th), Ennis (9th), Carlow

(10th), Waterford (11th), Trim
(12th), Cork (14th), Drogheda

cently. They feature Jimmy
Faulkner on guitar. His Djan-
go Reinhardt impersonation

convinces me that
be a bit of a gypsy in the
man. If you like Hot Club,

= but all too brief — set

(15th), Belfast (18th), Mount-
“med him a welldeserved

mellick  (19th),  Castlebar
(20th) and Dublin (21st).

. Hotfoot are -another jazz
pand | finally got to see re-
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eaelic
street
names

DERRY Sinn Fein
Cultural Department
took the first step
in their project of
gaelicising the street
names in the city
on Monday, March
25th.

Gaelic street signs
were erected at both
ends of William St-
reet or Sraid Liam
as it will now be
known. Residents of
the street had been
petitioned and had
warmly agreed to
the erection of Irish
street signs.

Barney McFadden
of Derry Sinn Fein
said that the project
was part of Sinn
Fein’s campaign for
the revival of Irish
culture and added:

“Sinn  Fein will
pursue this policy of
language revival and
hope that when we
enter the city coun-
cil, there will be Gae-
lic names on every
street in Derry with-
in the year.”

Tuarascail Dooge

- fubaist

LE TOMAS O SE

TA TEIPTHE ar an gComhargpdh. Is fuirist an tuairim sin a

chruthd i gcas na h

ireann. O ghlacamar ballraiocht ann ta

méadaithe ar an mbearna idir thiortha saibhre an lair agus

na tiortha bochta, mar Eire,

aiocht ag méidit gan stad.

Fid agus an teip sin ag stan
adh san aghaidh orthu leanann
FitzGerald agus a phuipéad Dooge
ag brd ar aghaidh le haontas
nios laidre a bhaint amach le
tiortha an CEE. Foilsiodh tuar-
ascail Dooge le déanal. Seard a
bhi ann nd tuarascéil 6 choiste
le _hionadaithe cheannairi rialtais
thiortha an CEE. Bhi Dooge sa
chathaoir ar an gcoiste sin agus
is scanallach a bhfuil ann mar
thuarascail.

O thaobh cdrsaf eacnamaiochta
de deirtear sa tuarascail go gcuir-
fear chun cinn mar a deir siad
“comhchlaonadh eacnamuiil.” Deir
siad go bhfuil gi le polasaithe le
sin a thabhairt i gerich.

IMIRCE

Ach ‘sé taithi na hEireann de
nach bhfuil rialtais na stéit saibhre
sdsta an t-airgead a chur ar féil
chuige sin. NIl faic sa tuarascail
le, fadhbanna eacnamaiochta na
hEireann a leigheas,

Ni fior sin go hiomlan, Deir-
tear sa tuarascdil go mba chdir
go mbeadh “saor ghluaiseacht éif-

htach ann do shaoranaigh na

atd ar an imeall. T4 di-fhost-

hEorpa.” An t-imirce né an bad
ban a bheas mar réiteach ar ai
bhfadhbanna.

Té sé i gceist leis go gcuirfi
deireadh leis an gceart crosta
ata ag narialtaiseagsula. Chuirfeadh
sin deireadh le pé neamspledchas
i gcirsal eacnamaiochta atd fagtha
ag rialtas na sé chontae fichead.
Ta sé i gceist leis go mbeadh
nios md cumhachta ag an bPérl-
aimint i Strasburg. Cén &ifeach:
a bheidh ag ocht MEP déag o
Eirinn i bPérlaimint de 435 MEP.

Gealladh agus stat na sé chontae
fichead ag glacadh ballraiochta
sa CEE go mbeadh neodracht
traidisiinta an stait cosanta. Diaidh
ar ndiaidh ta an stat sin 4 slogadh
isteach i gcdrsaf “cosanta”.

; NEODRACHT

D’easaontaigh Dooge leis na
moltai maidir le haontas mileata,
Ach moltar sa tuarascail go
dtabharfai na tiortha le chéile
diaidh ar ndiaidh. Sin até ar sidl
agus nuair a chuimhnitear go
nddirt FitzGerald le déanai i
Londain “Sé 4r dtuairim go bhfuil
Aontas Cosanta na hEorpa oir-

A

® JAMES DOOGE

idnach mar fthéram chun ceist na
cosanta a phlé,”"

T& Aontas Cosanta na hEor-
pa ceangailte go foirmesilte le
NATO. M4 glactar ballrafocht ann
is ionann sin agus deireadh a chur
le neodracht na sé chontae fichead.

Ta Dooge tar &is a fhogairt go
bhfuil na sé chontae fichead i
bhfébhar péirt a ghlacadh i gcom-
hdhéil eadar rialtais ‘le conradh
a dhréachtadh d’Aontas Polaitidil
na hEorpa.

In ainneoin a bhfuil de thub-
aist is de bhaol sa phlean sin
leanfaidh siad orthu. Agus a
leitheoirl nfl in &bhar an ailt
seo ach cuid den baol sin, Molaim
do gach duine Tuarascail Dooge
a léamh agus a phlé. Mar ni

ON THURSDAY, MARCH 21st,

“Since the morning hours, searches
and arrests of terrorists have taken
place in two villages. During the sear-
ches 20 terrorists were killed."

The cynical attempts by the Is-
raelis to describe men, women and
children murdered by their forces
as ‘terrorists’ (a blueprint of the US
war in Vietnam, where all Vietnamese
were potential ‘terrorists’ or ‘gooks’),
is usually accepted by a passive
world media, who report Israeli
statements as fact.

But unfortunately for the Israelis,
during their ‘search and destroy”
mission in the villages of Kfar Melki
and Aanqoum, an ‘over-zealous’ tank
commander blew a Columbia Broad-
casting System (CBS) cameraman
and his soundman to bits. The Is-
raeli army brushed aside all protests,
coldly declaring that the two media
men had “taken their risks”.

The fact that the two CBS men
were Lebanese and not American
made it much more acceptable,
allowing the President of Israel,
Chaim Herzog, to brush off strong
protests from CBS News as “pre-
judiced and hysterical”, President
Reagan defended the lIsraeli action,
declaring that the CBS journalists
were “working amongst armed terror-

The whole situation highlights the
desperation of the Israelis as they
struggle to maintain their presence
in Southern Lebanon. Despite the
Israeli government’s January 14th
declaration of a total pullout from
Lebanon, the actions of the Israelis,

Lebanon

Tel Aviv issued the following statement:

the Israeli m ry command in
with their use of a deliberate ‘scorch-
ed earth’ policy, point the way
towards the setting up of a ‘security
zone’ in Southern Lebanon. This
will be on much the same lines as
the zone that was in operation
before 1982, and policed by Major
Saad Haddad, only this time directly
controlled by the Israelis.

The Lebanese have realised this
for a long time, hence the ever-
escalating guerrilla war against the
occupation forces. In 1984, 1,500
attacks were launched against the Is-
raelis, resulting in over 5,000 cas-
ualties, including over 600 Israeli
soldiers killed. Since the beginning
of 1985 the Israelis have been attack-
ed 500 times — 200 times this month
alone — resulting in a rapidly-mount-
ing casualty rate.

With more and more bodies
being sent back to Israel, and the cost
of this war estimated at 1 million
dollars a month and rising, the Is-
raeli administration is coming under
extreme pressure to disengage.

But foremost in the minds of the
Israelis is Israel’s ‘security’, and it
is this that is the governing factor
in all of the Israeli government’s
actions.

Thus it comes as no surprise to
learn that the US administration has
granted financial aid to the tune of
1.2 billion dollars for 1986, and is in
the process of granting a further
1.4 billion dollars for this year — a
move -which guarantees more years
of misery and murder for the hope-
less Lebanese population.

has been d of ““ ily

South Africa

IN THE AFTERMATH of last week’s massacre of at least 19 people
in the South African town of Uitenhage, the South African regime

some of those who

were lying ded after the unpi
The cold-blooded killings and the
wounding of a further 40, coming as
it did on the very day of the 25th
anniversary of the Sharpeville mass-
acre, when 69 people were murdered,
has brought sharply into focus the
evil of apartheid. Despite the fact
that March 21st was designated ‘In-
ternational Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination’ in memory
of those murdered in Sharpeville, the
South African regime had no hesi-
tation in marking that anniversary
by cold-bloodedly firing into a
crowd of 4,000 mourners, who were
attending a ceremony to mark the
deaths of nine other people also
killed by the South African regime.

Witnesses to the massacre claimed
that they saw the police kicking
bodies, and any that showed signs
of life were instantly dispatched with
a gunshot to the head. The police
then placed rocks and stones in the
hands of all those they had killed.
Those people who had survived the
attack were taken to hospital, where
a ring of steel was placed around
them, and relatives were refused
admittance.

A leading campaigner against the
apartheid regime, the Reverend Dr
Allan  Boesak, president of the
World Alliance of Reformed Chur-
ches, described the police action as
“summary execution and cold-blood-
ed murder”, Boesak was subsequen-
tly arrested this Tuesday lewuing
a ation against the .
The South African regime’s react-

tubaist go dtie.

d attack by the police.
lon was predictable with President
Botha declaring “/‘m going to keep
order in South Africa and nobody
in the world is going to stop us.””
This arrogant position received in-
stant backing from the Reagan ad
ministration, when Reagan at a White
House press conference justified the
action with what was described as
embarrassing off-the-cuff remarks”,
Reagan declared “There is an ele-
ment in South Africa that wants
trouble in the streets”, he then de-
clared 10 a chorus of laughter from
the assembled journalists, that “some
of those enforcing law and order
waere black policemen”’.

This embarrassing outburst was in
sharp contrast to other US politic-
1ans, including the US Assistant
Secretary for African Affairs, Ches-
ter Crocker, who stated, “We cannot
condone lethal use of violence as a
first recourse,

Despite condemnations from poli-
ticians in the US, most of it is pure
verbalising, none of them want to
take any form of action against the
apartheid regime, content to support
Reagan’s policy of “constructive en-
9agements™ i.e. no sanctions.

Meanwhile the body count goes
up. Over 250 people have been kill-
ed in the past six months by the pal-
Ice and the army, 30 of them in
the past two weeks. But it appears
that the South African regime is as
'mmovable as it was 25 years ago
and will be for another 25 years
unless the world acts to end the days
of this evil administration.




rt in many raids and ambushes.

These included the raid on Gough
arracks in Armagh in the 1950s
_ which netted the IRA a considerable
amount of war materials — and the raid
on the Magazine Fort in Dublin’s
Phoenix Park in 1939,

Following the Magazine Fort raid
he had to go ‘on the run’ along with
Richie Goss. Goss was captured in
1940, branded a danger to the state
and, after @ mock trial, was executed
in Portlaoise Jail .

Paddy Dermody was shot dead by
the garda Special Branch at his sister’s
wedding in County Cavan and Willie
himself was \ in

Willie Sf&quf

THE FUNERAL of the late IRA Volunteer

on Sunday last, March 24th, in his native ‘g‘u
joined the IRA and, together with Paddy Der
paddy Murphy, he operated in an IRA column

ie Stewart took place
ndalk. In 1936 Willje
mody, Richie G

in the Midlands, taking
Paddy Murphy received
sentence.

a similar

et STATUS

men were sent to P i

v\!hsre they joined the fight Tor:lq:ollsi!-
tical stelus, refusing to wear the pri-
son uniform and spending five years
in solitary confinement as a result

At his funeral in Dundalk, ;nun-
ded by several hundred People, Willie
Stewart's former comrades provided an
advance guard while a second guard
of honour was formed by members of
the Republican Movement. Piper Donal
Duffy led the cortege and Sinn Fein
coun:jllor Fra Browne chaired the

Drogheda. Tried before a military
court, he was sentenced to a long term
of imprisonment and 12 strokes of
the cat — a barbaric torture weapon
with nine thongs of leather, weighted
with lead, which lacerated the flesh.

J gs, ing Sinn
Fein elected representative for Armagh,
Jim - McAllister, who delivered the
oration. Referring to Willie Stewart as
"a_l(; unswerving republican”, McAllister
sal

“Willie, and people like him,

John Martin

[ sveereromourke |

JOHN MARTIN, Young Irelander, journalist and politician, was born at

Loughborne, near Newry, County Down, in 1812.

The son of a Presbyterian clergy-
man, he was educated at Dr Hender-
son's school in Newry. Here, he first
met John Mitchel and a ' life-long
friendship was formed.

In the early 1840s, mainly due to
the influence of Mitchel and the teach-
ings of Thomas Davis in The Nation,
he joined O’Connell’s Repeal Assoc-
lation. When O‘Connell made it plain
that he did not want the radical
Young Ireland group in the organisa-
tion, Martin, along with Mitchel, helped
William Smith O’Brien to found the
Irish Confederation.

He supported James Fintan Lalor’s
fadical views on the land question and
became a contributor to Mitchel’s
United Irishmen, Following Mitchel’s
arrest in 1848 and the suppression of
his paper, Martin founded the /rish
Felon to continue the struggle.

His revolutionary nationalist think-
Ing was outlined jn the first issue which
ppeared on June 24th 1848 in which

e wrote:
“I regard the Act of Union as @
-

REM EM BERING]
THE PASY
usurpation and refuse to acknowledge
the authority of the London parlia-
ment. So long as such a ‘government”
presumes to injure and insult me, and
those in whose prosperity | am invol-
ved, | must offer to it all the resistance
in my power... | hope to witness the
overthrow, and assist in the overthrow,
of the most abominable tyranny the
world now groans under — the British

imperial system. %

ARRESTED

Before the third issue was pub-
lished, Martin was arrested, charged
with treason felony and s'an(enced 0
ten years Iransporlnlior\.l;l Van Die-

i now Tasmania).
meanerl:r;\: (remsined until 1854 when
he was released on condition that he
did not return to Ireland. In January
1856 this condition was removed and

Join Sinn Fein
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did their bit down the years to gain
the republic, the true republic. They
suffered greatly for it and they sowed
the seeds of ideas and ideals which
led to the present and final phase of
the war for independence.

“Willie was proud of the Repub-
lican Movement of today and in it he
saw, at last, the movemeént which
would bring to fruition his dream —
a democratic socialist republic.

“My own sympathy and the sym-
pathy of the Republican Movement
go to his family and friends. Remem-
ber, the only true tribute, the only
lasting tribute, we can give Willie
is our work on behalf of the Irish
republic.”

cabrevd A G Aoty
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CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Patrick Campbell, 2nd Battallon,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed on active service on
March 25th 1972, | measg laochra na
nGael go ralbh & anam dfils. Always
by his frlends and com-
Belfast Brigade.

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Anniver:
ary). In loving memory of our dear
son and brother Vol Patrick Camp-
bell, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who died on active service

on March 25th 1972. RIP. St Patric
pray for him. So they lald him in a
9 the weeping wiilows

son of (reland
e. Always remembe

parents, brothers, sisters

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In loving memory of my dear
prother Vol Patrick Camp)
BE"‘"M' Belfast Brigade, Ogl

h

actly
RIP. St Patrick, pray for him. Lovingly
remembered by h Anthony,
sister-n-law Bernadette and baby
Anthony.
CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud memory of my dear
brother Vol Patrick Camppell, 2nd
Bjttalion, Belfast Brigade, Ogf
ireann, who was shot d on
active service on March 25th 1972.
RIP. Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray
for him. Always remembered by his
loving brother Brendan, Josephine
and Siobhan.
CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
my brother Vol Patrick Campbell
who was Killed In action on March

could say I'm going to see my bro-
ther today. Always loved and remem-
bared by h r Alne and Manu
CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our | uncle Vol Patrick Campbell
who'was killed (n action on March
25th 1972. Always loved and remem-
bered by his nlece Patricla and nep-
hew Eamonn,

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annlvers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
my brother Vol Patrick Campbell
who was killed on active service on
March 25th 1972. Mary, Queen of
the Gael, pray for him. No longer In
our lives to share, but In our hearts
you are always there. Remembered
always by his loving sister Kathieen,
brother-in-law Colum, niece Patricla
and nephew Eamonn.

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear frlend and comrade Vol
Patrick ‘Peatsy’ Campbell, ‘B' Coy,
2nd Battajlon, Belfast Brigade, Og-
lalgh hEireann, who died on active
service on March 25th 1972, Always
remembered by John, Gretta and
family.

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (13th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
my brother Vol Patrick Campbell
who was killed in action on March
25th 1972. To die for one's country
Is to live forever. Always remembered
by his brother Harry, Margaret and
family.

McCABE, Patrick. (12th Annivers-
. In proud and loving memory
of Fian Patrick McCabe, Belfast
Brigade, Fianna Eireann, who was
Kkilled on active service on March
27th 1973. | measc laochra na nGael
go raibh a anam dills. Always remem-

CAMPBELL. The staff of An Phob-
lacht/Republican News, Belfast, ex-
tend deepest sympathy to our com-
rade Joe ‘Bingo’ Campbell and the
family and friends of his brother
Thomas who dled on Saturday,
March 23rd. Go ndéana Dla trécaire
ar a anam.

CAMPBELL. The Sinn Fein POW
Department, Belfast, extends deep
and heartfelt sympathy to our friend
Joe ‘Bingo’ Campbell and famlily on
the death of his brother Thomas.
Ar dhels Dé go ralbh a anam.
CAMPBELL. The staff of the Repub-
lican Press Centre, Belfast, extend
most deep and heartfelt sympathy to
our comrade Joe ‘Blngo’ Campbell
on the death of his brother Thomas
on March 23rd 1985. A Mhuire na
nGael déan Idir guf ar a shon.
CAMPBELL. The Republican Pris-
oners Welfare Committee, transport
section, extends deepest and heart-
felt sympathy to our friend Joe ‘Bin-
go' Campbell on the death of his

25th 1972. RIP. St Patrick, pray bered by his friends and comrades in
for him. I'd give the world If | Flanna Eirsann.

s

brother Thomas. Go ndéana Dla

trécaire ar a anam.

CUNNINGHAM. The republican pris-
oners and frlends In Long Lartin
Prison extend their deepest sym-
pathy to our friends and comrades
Busty and Gerry Cunningham on the
sad death of thelr father Robert.
Ar dhels D& go ralbh a anam dfiis.
CUNNINGHAM. The POW Depart-
ment, Belfast, extends deepest sym-
pathy to Busty and Gerry Cunning-
ham on the death of thelr father
Robert. Go ndéana Dia trécaire ar
aanam.

DAWSON. Sincere sympathy Is ex-
tended to Paddy Dawson and family
on their recent bereavements. From
the Barry/McKerr Sinn Féin cumann,
Tallaght.

DIXON. Deepest sympathy |s exten-
ded to the family and friends of the
late Bill Dixon who dled recently.
From Comhairle Atha Cliath Sinn

DIXON. Deepest sympathy Is exten-
ded to the family and friends of Bill
Dixon who died recently. From the
Maire Drumm Sinn Féin cumann,
Clondalkin. 9

Beannachtai

COLLINS, Liam. (H7-Block). Birth-
day greetings, Llam. All the best.
From Geraldine, Peter and kids.

COLLINS, Llam. (H7-Block). Birth-
day greetings, Liam. From the Joseph

he returned to County Down.

Martin supported the tenants rights
movement of the 1850s and 1860s and
was a founder member of the Home
Government Association of Irefand in
May 1870. The following year he was
elected MP for Meath.

He became ill immediately after
Mitchel’s death and died nine days
later on March 29th 1875, 110 years
ago this week.

Cunningham Sinn  Féin cumann,
Newtownabbey.
FERRIS, Martin. (Portiaoise). My

best wishes for your birthday on the
28th, Pony. As always, you have all
my love and thoughts. From Marle.
XXX

FERRIS, Martin. (Portiaoise). Have
a happy birthday, Daddy. We love
and miss you very much. Lots of love
from EJ, Oonagh, Tolireasa, Deirdre
and Clanan. XXX

FERRIS, Martin. (Portlacise). Many
happy returns. Always thinking of
you. The Buffalo misses the Pony.
Love from Marie, Buffalo and family.
FERRIS, Martin. (Portlaoise). Many
happy returns, Martin. Another few
grey halrs! From Elleen, Monica
and, of course, Gerry too.

FERRIS, Martin. (Portlaolse). Think-
ing of you and all your comrades.
We will have a drink for you on the
28th. Best wishes always. Love
from Kevin, Maureen, Kerry, Erin

LR g g g b - b G 0 - - ¢

and Sean, Melbourne, Australia,
FERRIS, Martin. (Portiaoise). To a
sincere and close frlend, Martin,
happy birthday. We are thinking of
you. With love and best wishes from
Peter, Gretta, Shane and Peter;
also from Lou. xxx

GUILFOYLE, Pat. (Albany). Happy
birthday, Pat. From Marle and Gerry.
GUILFOYLE, Pat. (Albany). Happy
birthday, Patrick. From the George
McBrearty/Charles Maguire Sinn Féin
cumann, Letterkenny.

GUILFOYLE, 'Tipp’. Lots of luck
on your birthday, Tipp. The cele-
brations can wait for a few months
anyway. All the best. From Mar-
qaret and Martin Og.

GUILFOYLE, Tipp. Congratulations,
Tipp. Greetings from Down Under.
Hopefully the last one spent behind
bars. Regards from Barry and Rhon-
da, Australla.

GUILFOYLE, Patrick. (Albany). Bir-
thday greetings and best wishes for
the future, Patrick. From An Cum-
ann Cabhrach, Walkinstown, Dublin.
McGUIGAN, Ellen. (Armagh). Happy
birthday, Ellen. From your brother
Joe, Joanne, Martine and wee Joanne.
MULRYAN, Pat. (England). Happy
birthday, Pat. Wishing you all the
best. From John B., Glasgow.

AR K R K ok ok ok R ot R Kk

PHRASES

6am go ham — from time to time.
n go hoiche — from morning

to night.

Anois is aris — now and again.

Uair sa mhi — once a month.

Ag tds na seachtaine — at the start

of the week,

De |3 agus d'oiche — by day and by

night,

I | rith an lae — during the day.
An 1a arna mharach — the

. ]
(=3

[IRISh Lessomn1zo

Cén |4 den tseachtain §? — what day of
the week is it?

Ar phé seachtaine — on a weekly
wage.

Coicis — a fortnight.

| bhfaiteadh na sdl — in the twinkling
of an eye.

Tiocfaidh &r 18 — our day will come.

In am tritha — at the proper time.

San am atd le teacht — in the time to
come.

Inné — yesterday

P

I day,

l Beidh 15 eile ag an bPaorach — there
will come another day; there will be

J another chance.

Arii inné — the day before yesterday
Arii amérach — the day after tomorrow
Anuraidh — last year

Ard anuraidh — the year before last
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, the
h rights organisation, has de-
manded that the RUC make public
the facts concerning the torture
last August in Castlereagh Interr-
ogation Centre of Derryman Paul
Caruana (23).

Their demand comes on the day that
another Brit cover-up action moves into
full swing with the DPP announcing that
no criminal proceedings will be instigated
against Caruana’s torturers.

Caruana was arrested on August 11th
1984, under a seven-day Section 12 order
of the PTA. He was taken to Strand Road
RUC Barracks and then to Castlereagh.
After one day of interrogation, he had to
be taken to hospital where he was X-
Rayed and had a surgical collar fitted. He
was then taken back to Castlereagh where
he says he was “subjected to more ill-
treatment”,

After his release, he received thorough
medical and psychiatric examinations, the
results of which were given to a delegation
from Amnesty International who arrived
in Derry on September 17th.

According to the psychiatric reports,
Caruana’s treatment by the RUC was,
“above and beyond that which would be
considered reasonable and should not be
permitted in a civilised society. At present,
he is suffering from a severe anxiety state.
He did not strike me as being the type of
person who would exaggerate his com-
plaints. Physical findings were in keeping
with alleged abuses. It appears that a con-
siderable effort was made by his inter-
viewers to cause as much pain and suffer-
ing as possible without leaving evidence.”

The medical report catalogued a list of
physical complaints.

“If the medical examination of Mr
Caruana on his arrest is available and
does not record any evidence of the bruis-
ing as outlined, the only logical conclus-

A SPONSORED walk from
Downpatrick, County Do-
wn, to Dundalk, County
Louth, took place on Satur-
day and Sunday, March
23rd and 24th.

The walk was organised by
the South Down Stop the Ar-
magh Strip-Searches Committee
and was also in support of the
prisoners in Portlaoise.

Five members of the com-
mittee, Paddy Fitzsimons, Mar-
garet Fitzsimons, Oliver Mathers,
Paula Fettes and Ignatius Wynne,

| @ Castlercagh Intarrogation Centre, Belfast MM

and local Sinn Fein members.
The walk is expected to raise
£200 for the campaign against
strip-searching, as well as draw-
ing public attention
is happening in Armagh.

ion must be that the bruising occurred
while Mr Caruana was in custody.

“The sites, sizes and appearance of the
bruising on Mr Caruana’s body are consis-
tent with the types of injury he alleges
were inflicted on him while in custody.”

EXAMINED

The Amnesty International del ion,

ly, and to say whether the interrogation
had been monitored on closed circuit
television by senior officers — one of the
procedures introduced in Northern Ire-
land in 1979 after an official inquiry into
reports of jll-treatment of security sus-
pects”,

Amnesty International also asked for an ex-

which consisted of Jurgen Kelstrup, a
doctor from Denmark, and Dick Oosting,
a lawyer from Amsterdam, also examined
Paul Caruana. In a statement issued on
Wednesday, March 27th, Amnesty In-
ternational said that Kelstrup’s report,
“concluded that there was consistency
between Paul Caruana’s account of ill-
treatment and the signs and symptoms
found”,

Amnesty also revealed that, in December
1984, it asked the British gcvernment,
“to investigate the case fully and prompt-

to what

started out from Downpatrick
at 7.30am on Saturday morn-
ing. They reached Newry at
6pm, where accommodation had
been arranged for them over-
night. On Sunday morning, they
started out for Dundalk.

As the marchers crossed the
border at Killeen, they were
stopped by a squad of British
paratroopers and two RUC men.
They were verbally and phy-
sically abused and subjected to
repeated searches, Paddy Fitz-
simons being searched five times,
Oliver Mathers was ordered to
remove his shoes, and when he
refused he was knocked to the
ground and his shoes pulled
off,

Although shaken by this ex-
perience, the group carried on to
Dundalk where they were wel-
comed by Angela Taggart, of the
Dundalk Stop the Armagh Strip-
Searches Committee, Sinn Fein
Councillor Fra Browne, the

Dundalk Martyrs Memorial Band
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LIMERICK

Protests organised by local
Stop the Armagh Strip-Searches
committees took place during
the St Patrick’s Day parades in
Limerick and Shannon.

The Limerick committee,
who had prior permission to par-
ticipate in the city’s parade,
were nevertheless harassed by
Garda Special Branchmen. The
20 people in the protest carried
on past the reviewing stand,
where Free State Minister for
Justice Michael Noonan was am-
ong the reviewers, The protest
was well-received by many of
the large attendance.

More than 30 people took
part in the Shannon protest
in Shannon town centre later
in the day.

The Limerick committee
maintains a weekly stand in the
city centre as part of its activi-
ties to highlight the degrading
practice of strip-searching pris-
oners in Armagh Jail.

g the lengthy delay in Paul
Caruana having access to his solicitor.

orities responsible for investigating the case”, T
facts should be made public.

e

e

WELCOMED
Martin McGuinness, Sinn Fein elected rep-
T i for Derry, the Amnesty

International report. He said that Amnesty’s
findings substantiated Sinn Fein’s claims of RUC
brutality.

“On numerous occasions we have stated that
young men and women are being syztematically
beaten and abused in RUC holding centres and
not one churchman, politician or media agency
has seriously sought to investigate, or comment
upon, our claims.

“Individual Special Branch officers did not
decide to reintroduce mass torture on a whim.
The decision to engage in systematic torture
is sanctioned at the highest levels of the NIO
and Thatcher’s Cabinet.

“It is clear that the silence of the Irish estab-
lishment in the face of overwhelming evidence
of RUC brutality is partly responsible for the
ease with which ongoing torture has been instit-

In its , Amnesty
that:

“The authorities replied that an internal pol-
ice investigation had been carried out and the
results sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions
to decide whether there would be criminal pro-
ceedings in connection with the prisoner’s
treatment. The file would then be sent to the
official police complaints board to decide wheth-
er there would be disciplinary action.”

says

Obviously unhappy with this procedure,

Amnesty emphasised that “the findings of offic-
ial inquiries should not be confined to the auth-

“Most importantly, and a fact that we must
never lose sight of, is that this young man, under
such intense and oppressive interrogation, might
have signed incriminatis itably
leading to a long term of imprisonment imposed
by a judiciary impervious to the fact that torture
is an essential and all-prevading aspect of RUC
strategy.”

ended by that the
Prisons of the six counties are filled with people
who have signed statements under duress. Am-
nesty International should now examine that
damning facet of British rule in Ireland.
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RUC and Brit harassment, the South Down marchers
(below) the Limerick protest was successful in spite of garda

747611, telex 30109; and 51/63 Falls Road, Belfast, tel. 246841,

interference

(above) finished their sponsored walk in Dundalk while
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