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WITH only a week to go to polling day in the twenty-
six-county local elections, Sinn Fein candidates and
election workers are reporting an extremely encouraging
response to the canvass in all areas. The 122 candidates,
who are contesting 139 local authority seats, are vigor-
ously promoting Sinn Fein’s policies on local govern-
ment and, despite the censorship imposed by Section
31 of the Broadcasting Act, are getting their message

across to the people.

While the main thrust of
Sinn Fein’s involvement in the
local elections is an organisat-
ional one, it is essential that
the maximum support be given
to candidates so that even a
marginal increase in the num-
ber of seats held by Sinn Fein
shows the establishment that
no amount of censorship or
biased reporting can make
Sinn Fein disappear.

The Coalition government’s
policy of not meeting Sinn
Fein elected representatives is
being seen for what it is —
a calculated insult to the in-
telligence of the electorate.
Rather than discouraging peop-
le from voting for Sinn Fein,
this attempt at ostracisation is
being treated with increasing
indignation. The integrity of
individual elected rep: tat-
ives who support or acquiesce
in this debasement of the
democratic process is being
called into question.
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ists who have no difficulty
in promoting policies ranging
from housing to water rates,
roads, education and to sup-
porting the right of the Irish
people to self-determination
and its achievement by force
of'arms.

Undoubtedly, when the
Sinn Fein vote is added up
after June 20th, there will
be screams from the establish-
ment amid attempts to ex-
plain it away as a “disaffect-
ed, young, or alienated vote”.

The growing popularity of
Sinn Fein as a principled al-
ternative to the corruption of
the establishment parties has to
be declared at the polls. Only
by building on our work with
the people can we ensure the
forward movement of Sinn
Fein in the twenty-six coun-
ties.

Only by coming out and
voting Sinn Fein on June-
20th can the people be

. assured of determined and

effective local leadership.

R

No, not a victory sign for Sinn Fein, but a strike-breaking
employer saluting an AP/RN photographer on the Prince
O'Burren picket line after trying to run him down (see page

@ Sinn Fein

agh’s Jim McAllister to workers in the Waterford Glass factory during an election canvass
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Irvinestow
ambush

IRA VOLUNTEERS in Fermanagh successfully carried out
an attack on an RUC mobile patrol in Irvinestown shortly
after midnight on Saturday, June 8th.
Volunteers had commandeered hit in the chest
a car in the Broomhill area of the wounded.
town and taken it to a secure loc- The IRA Volunteers immediat-
ation in preparation for the am- ely drove off at speed while nerve-
bush. racked RUC men wildly fired
IRA intelligence had establish-  ¢gyeral shots after them.
ed that an RUC vehicle patrolled
the town centre every Saturday DERRY
evening around the time that the The IRA in Derry have admit-
ted making a mistake when, on

local bars were closing.
Saturday night, June 8th, was Saturday night, June 8th, they
no exception and as the RUC shot and wounded a Derry man
from the Creggan area.

vehicle drove along Mill Street,

three IRA Volunteers, two of In a statement issued after the

them armed with automatic rifles shooting, they explained that the
man who was shot had been or-

firing armour piercing rounds,
drove up alongside the RUC veh- dered to leave Derry because of
his involvement in a series of

icle and opened fire. The wind-
screen of the RUC vehicle shatter- anti-social incidents. As a result
of representations from family

British
Labour
party

delegation -

such a scenario would be welcomed as a genuine

and honest attempt to resolve the Anglo/Irish
conflict.

| supreme
champion

A LONG TIME AGO, this paper predicted that Barry
McGuigan, ‘The Clones. Cyclone’, would be a world
champion boxer. His skill, stamina and, above all, his
determination showed that he could not be stopped. His
stated goal was to win the world title.

Last weekend, in a brilliant display of boxing, Barry McGuigan
achieved his goal. Nobody can detract from this achievement
and the ecstatic response throughout Ireland which greeted his
victory is proof positive of McGuigan’s stature as one of the most
Popular sports personalities ever to emerge from this island. We
also salute McGuigan the boxer.

Admiration for this sports phenomenon will not be shared
by all republicans. With good reason, many have reservations be-
cause, for them, McGuigan the boxer and McGuigan the British

pon are 5

It is not simply that McG ig d British ity.
Letters to AP/RN showed that while some republicans strongly
objected to this move others felt that, like other emerging stars in
this | state, M. ig had no option but to adopt
foreign citizenship if he intended to, or had any hope of, ad-
vancing to European and World status as a boxer.

and seriously

friends, it was agreed that the
man, Tony Mullan, could return
on condition of good behavioyr.

The statement continued:

“Mr Mullan was apprehendeq
by a unit from the Creggan arey
and was shot in both legs The
entire episode is greatly regretted
and the IRA in Derry apologise
unreservedly to the Mullan family
for the distress and trauma cays.
ed. The unit involved had not
received the new instruction cop-
cerning Mr Mullan.”

What has galled republicans is McGuigan's apparent readiness
to allow the Fleet Street gutter press to present him as a 1980s
version of the so-called Peace People — an image which suits their
portrayal of the war of national liberation as a glorified religious
squabble.

Through the use of ‘quotes’ most of which are undoubtedly
L the product of the over-imaginative minds of these gutter jour-

nalists, Fleet Street exploited the obvious support which McGui-
gan was drawing from both Northern Catholics and Protestants.

And through political innocence rather than malice, McGuigan
has allowed the ‘healer of divisions’ image to be promoted. To
suit that image, his Irish identity has been submerged so that he
can adopt what he may feel is a neutral position — offending
nobody.

But republicans are offended when scurrilous and lying Fleet
Street ‘quotes’ go uncorrected by McGuigan. We are offended
when he greets British direct-ruler Douglas Hurd, the British
army’s political representative in the six counties, And we are
offended when he thanks the RUC who are to the forefront of
Britain’s ign to crush nati ist resi

Finally, we are offended when he panders to the nation that
peace in Ireland can be achieved without justice. Like the Peace
People, he has portrayed the issue of religious divisions within
the six counties as if that issue can be divorced from the wider
political reality that it is the six-county state itself which fosters
such divisions.

We all want to see peace in Ireland. We all want to see Catholic,
Protestant and Dissenter united. As republicans that is our goal”
and we are determined to achieve it. For his goal, Barry McGui-
gan shed blood, sweat and tears. For our goal many republicans
have died, many more have suffered the loss of loved ones, and
more still have been imprisoned. Blood, sweat and tears.
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A British Labour Party delegation met with
three Sinn Fein members, Joe Austin,
Mitchel McLaughlin and Denis Donaldson,
on Wednesday, June 12th, in the course of
a series of meetings with political parties in
the six counties.

Current Labour Party policy in relation to the
North, and particularly their stated position of
‘unity by consent’, was also discussed. Pointing
out that this policy amounted to support for the
loyalist veto, the Sinn Fein members stressed the
negative political effect of the British guarantee
in backing the veto. They emphasised the need
for those in the British Labour Movement with a
real interest in long-term peace to recognise the

Only the Official Unionist Party refused to
meet the delegation, which included MPs Clive
Soley and Claire Short, but the Democratic Un-
ionist Party stated after their meeting that, had

And what can be worth such suffering? True peace — in which
our people are united in a country free from foreign interference.
A secular Ireland in which nobody will be discrimi d against

because of their religion, and a socialist Ireland in which the ex-
ploitation of the poor by the rich will end.

Coming from a town which suffers social, political and econo-
mic hardship, a town which is cut off from its national hinter-
land in Fermanagh by cratered roads, British army. checkpoints,
monetary differences and customs uwariffs, Barry McGuigan does
not need to be told about the evils of partition. _

If, for whatever reason, he feels that he cannot address these
wider political problems publicly, then it is hardly unfair of us
to say that he should refrain from making any comment or action
which could be used by the British as a stick with which they
can beat the hard-pressed nationalist people. .

In g Barry M on his t, we
feel fully justified in making these points, not in a spirit of
churlishness but in the interest of truth — the supreme champion.

fundamental i
position.

they known that talks with Sinn Fein were plan-
ned, they too would have snubbed the delegation.

mportance of moving from this

In the course of their discussions with Sinn
Fein, the Labour Party delegates asked what the
republican response would be if a future Labour
Party in government adopted withdrawal from
Ireland as a policy without specifying a final date

for disengagement.

The Sinn Fein members replied that unless it
was a genuine commitment to withdrawal, with
obvious signs of disengagement, then it would

change nothing.

SECOND SCENARIO
Asking how Sinn Fein would respond to a
second scenario in which a date for withdrawal
d, the delegation was told that

would be speci

g s

“The loyalist bluff has to be called and the
British government which armed a section of the
loyalists must now disarm them,” the Labour
delegates were told.

But the Sinn Fein members also emphasised
that republicans recognise the genuine fears of
the loyalist community and see it as their duty
to spell out at a negotiating table the religious
and political guarantees that loyalists are entit:
led to in a New Ireland. These guarantees would
not, however, allow them any right to deny nat-
ional self-determination.

Mitchel McLaughlin, speaking after the meet-
ing, said that Sinn Fein had found the discussion
beneficial and added that more such meetings
would take place in the future.
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BY HILDA McTHOMAS

AT various council meetings in the
SIX counties in recent weeks, union-
ISt intransigence and bigotry has

n exposed to a wide audience
through the presence of the media.
Bad press appears to have had some
effect on the Official Unionist
Party whose deputy-leader, Harold
McCusker, hinted on Thursday, June
11th, that their anti-Sinn Fein pact
with the Democratic Unionist Party
may be toned down. “Sinn Fein are
portraying themselves as the injured
party”, McCusker said, adding that
the OUP and DUP would have to
“upgrade their approach”. For their
part, the OUP have been muttering
about introducing legislation to bar
Sinn Fein from council seats.

Unionist attitudes to Sinn Fein were
also the subject of heated discussions at
the Presbyterian Church General Assemb-
ly. “Sinn Fein must be allowed to have a
voice”’, said a few participants. The Rev
Robert Moore was more explicit: “By
refusing to work with Sinn Fein the un-
ionists seem to say to the nationalist
people, there is only one alternative —
the Armalite.””

And Methodist ministers made the
point, too: “Work with Sinn Fein”, un-
ionists were urged by Rev Eric Gallagher,
while on Thursday, June 6th, the president
of the Methodist Church said Sinn Fein
should be allowed to play a role on the
councils, so long as it was not to “prop-
agate violence”, but to work for the well-
being of the whole people.

e SLAMMED

Those feelings, whether born of a gen-
uine desire for more democracy or of a
secret hope that Sinn Fein might abandon
the armed struggle for some limited power
on the councils, were promptly slammed
by OUP deputy Harold McCusker, who
called the clergymen “woolly-minded” and
reminded them of the fate of their coll-

®HAROLD McCUSKER

eague, the Rev Robert Bradford — execut-
ed by the IRA.

As for the Brits, they have been having
problems steering a course between the
need to maintain some semblance of
political process in areas like Omagh or
Fermanagh, and their reaffirmed policy
of ostracising Sinn Fein elected represent-
atives.

Direct-rule minister Chris Patten’s state-
ment that he would meet Sinn Fein council
chairpersons, an apparent departure from
the Brits’ stated intentions of boycotting
Sinn Fein councillors, enraged the un-
ionists, who ran to Stormont to have an
emergency debate. And from Stormont
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THE TRUE NATURE OF UNIONISM

igotry exp

® JAMES MOLYNEAUX

came the call on the British government to

exclude Sinn Fein
boards, like education and health and
social services — hitherto unchallenged
‘unionist preserves.

The next day, Thursday, June 6th,
it was announced that the British govern-
ment was looking into the ‘discretionary
powers’ given to them by their own laws
to ban Sinn Fein nominees from statutory
boards. Those powers apparently do not
extend to education boards, but no doubt
some law can be passed without delay to
plug this hole, as the Brits demonstrate
yet again their ability to change the rules
of the game when it suits them.

from all statutory

osed-

But while Northern nationalists were
reminded so graphically of the true nature |
of unionism, there were those in Dublin
who were beavering away on our behalf
trying to wring concessions from the Brit-
ish government. Or at least so some news-
paper editors would have us believe.

Rumours of a British Cabinet com-
mittee specially formed to “oversee negot-
iations with Dublin” were described as
“hopeful”” in the press. The presence of
people like Norman Tebbitt in the com-
mittee, and the welcome given to it by
OUP leader James Molyneaux, were hardly
mentioned at all.

Pessimism has been the order of the day
with Free State ministers in the last few
months. And for once they are probably
telling the truth: the Brits will not give
on the issue of sovereignty, or even on
Dublin’s involvement in the North.

" As if to hammer the point home, a
newspaper story on Friday, June 7th,
revealed that an “‘nternal partnership
deal” was all that was being discussed by
the Brits in relation to the North; in other
words, another attempt at some internal
settlement involving Northern constitution-
al parties.

NAIVE

It is difficult to believe that the Free
State government ever thought the Forum
report would ‘break the log-jam‘ of Anglo-
Irish relations. |f they did, they are danger-
ously naive.

But more importantly, they have shown
themselves incapable of deliveringanything,
while consenting to more cross-border col-
laboration.

The election of 59 Sinn Fein councillors
last month not only helped increase nation-
alist representation on councils, it also
exposed the unchanging nature of union-
ism and its relationship to the British, and
showed once again that the six-county
state is irreformable. i

But while the Brits prepare to unveil
another of their ‘reforms’ with the con-
sent of Dublin, it is left once again to the
republican people to bring about the chan-
ges which will secure a just and lasting
peace in Ireland.

I BY JACK MADDEN

PRE-ELECTION JITTERS can be seen in the Coalition camp
just a week before voters in the twenty-six counties go to the
polls to elect new local authorities. While the Labour Party
is certain to suffer most, particularly in Dublin where it is
under extreme pressure from both Sinn Fein and the Workers
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honest electioneering stunt”, Sinn
Fein declared but more than this
it was an admission by both Fine
Gael and Labour that they are fac-
ing major problems in winning
popular support for their policies.

Another  contentious  issue
which is certain to backfire on
the Coalition parties in rural
areas was last week’s announce-
ment of a new land tax which
has encountered widespread op-
position for its “stupidity”, as
Sinn Fein described it. Sinn Fein
pointed out that the proposed tax
“sidesteps completely the de-
mands of the PAYE workers for
greater equality in taxation”, and
continued:

“This tax, being based on
land holdings rather than on
production, takes no account of
the varying incomes on farms
from year to year. It will, there-
fore, penalise developing farmers
in particular since it takes away

Party, Fine Gael is clearly worried at the likely loss of much

of its support.

This is why, at the outset of
their election campaign, Fine Gael
announced that it would be con-
testing on purely local as opposed
to national issues. ‘Campaign’ is
probably too strong a word to
use, because Fine Gael canvassers
have been noticeable only by their
absence. In many areas, the only
content of Fine Gael manifestoes
has been the photographs and the
names of their candidates beneath
the slogan “For Local Power”.

Apart from this, the manifestoes
are blank, suggesting that, even on
local issues, Fine Gael have noth-
ing to offer.

Signs of panic within the Fine
Gael camp emerged on Tuesday,
June 11th, when an article in the
Evening Herald announced that
the unpopular water tax was being
abolished by the Coalition. The
small print of this story, however,
revealed that people who had still
not paid the tax (about 60% of

people) would still be required to
pay up and would face legal act-
ion if they refused. Nor was there
any mention of alternative fund-

ing to local authorities by central
government.

STUNT
The Herald story was “a dis-

the capital necessary for develop-
ment before any money has act-
ually been earned.””

The party likely to gain most
from Fine Gael's troubles is
Fianna Fail, who have pulled out
all the stops by insisting that their
Leinster House deputies stand as
candidates to ensure a maximum
trnout, Like Fine Gael, they
have imposed candidates in many
areas against the wishes of locals,
evidence that both parties are
merely paying lip-service to the
idea of greater local autonomy.
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SINCE Monday, March 25th, 17
workers at the Prince O'Burren
coldroom manufacturers in Inch-
icore, Dublin, have been on strike.

he men, members of both the
AGTWU and FWUI, mounted their
all-out picket after management at-
tempted to lay-off a craftsworker
and replace him with a young un-
skilled general worker. The strikers
have no objection to the employ-
ment of the local 17-year-old, but
will not accept established workers
being replaced by cheap labour.

The firm itself is owned and run by

the Glynn family. Recently, with the aid
of an IDA grant, Dermot Glynn opened
a new factory in Walkinstown, Insulated

Doors. He claims that this firm has no

with the Inchi operation,
but the strikers discovered that Insulated
was being used as a collection point for
customers of Prince O'Burren and cor-
rectly placed pickets on the plant. On
Monday, June 10th, the Glynns success-
fully procured a High Court interlocutory
injunction against secondary picketing at
the Walkinstown plant. Other tactics
being employed by management include
smuggling scab workers into the factory
in the boots of the BMWs and Mercs. This
practice has been witnessed and doc-
umented by residents of the nearby St
Michael’s flats complex.

Members of the Glynn family have
adopted an extremely aggressive attit-
ude towards their workforce during the
course of the dispute. Company vans
have been driven at the picket line and
pickets have been verbally threatened.

“AP/RN staff were themselves targets
when they visited the picket line on Wed-
nesday, June 11th. Company director
Danny Glynn drove a pick-up directly
at our staff photographer when he
realised his picture was being taken.
As evidenced our intrepid photographer
stood his ground and captured the
Glynn attitude to their workforce to
perfection.
ew

McMahon & Nagle, the aluminium
window manufacturers/installers based
at Strand Road, Portmarnock, are still
refusing to recognise their workers’ un-
ion, AGEMOU. Larry Doyle, union offic-
ial représenting the 17 young workers,
tells us that repeated attempts to get
management to the negotiating table
have failed. Union officials and the strik-
ers are meeting this week to discuss
strategy and tactics in this dispute which
is now in its seventh week .

Canvassers for the firm who go door
to door on their sales rounds are claim-
ing that the strike is over. |f McMahon &
Nagle are operating in your neighbour-
hood, inform people that the strike is
still in progress. Contact Sinn Fein trade
union department for leaflets and posters
from the workers, phone 726932.

P

Female industrial workers in the twen-
ty-six counties earn less than 60% of their
male counterparts. The gross weekly wage
of the average male industrial worker in
1984 was £186 compared to £110 for
women. The overall average weekly wage
for all workers in manufacturing industry
was £160 for a 41.1-hour week.

e
Dungarvan, County Waterford, witness-
ed violent picket-line scenes on Tuesday,
June 11th. Seven workers were injured,
one seriously, when farmers drove straight
through protesting workers at the gates of
the Dungarvan-based Waterford Co-op.
The stoppage began when seven ETU
members placed pickets on the gates in
protest at the long delay in processing
their Labour Court claim on productiv-
kers, members of
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® Company director Danny Glynn of Prince O’Burren

the ATGWU, honoured the pickets and
ceased work. Local farmers, worried
about milk supplies, entered the premises,
and with management co-operation com-
mandeered company vehicles. Strikers lay
down at the entrance to halt their pro-
gress, but one bulk carrier drove straight
over the strikers.

Among those injured was local Sinn
Fein member Mattie Power. Another co-
op employee, Denis Crotty, is standing
for Sinn Fein in the local elections. In
a statement issued by Crotty and Dun-
garvan Rural candidate, Seamus O Cuillui,
Sinn Fein totally condemned the farmers’
action. The statement continued:

““Cainimid go laidir gniomh na bhfeir-
meoiri a dimigh isteach thar na stailceoiri
agus a d‘fhuadaigh leoraithe na h-uach-
tarlainne. Taispeanann an foireigean a
d’usaideadar in aghaidh na stailceoiri an
meon leithli h ata ag na feil iri.

Taicimid go - h-iomlan le . h-eileamh

Peace proposals presented to manage-
ment at the lrish Press Group by the
ICTU have been rej d. Publication of

equal rights and opportunities for women,
Why then, does a blatantly sexist ag
for ‘Pretty Polly’ tights appear on page
34 of the current edition?

e

The Carlow engineering company
Thompson & Sons has been put into
receivership. The 50 employees are ex-
pected to be made redundant in the com-
ing weeks.

The work-to-rule by Dublin’s Fire
Brigade is now a month old. There is no
indication of an early ough.

e

The Dunnes Stores strike fund receiv-
ed £620 at a benefit concert in Liberty
Hall, on Friday, June 7th. The ITGWU
has called for increased efforts by all
trade unionists to ensure victory in the
11-month-old strike.

ces

Pickets were placed on the Co-op b
Stores in Belfast on Wednesday, June &
12th. The dispute arose when two drivers,
members of USDAW, were arbitarily

the group’s three newspapers has been
suspended for nearly a month, following
Pts to railroad the
workforce into accepting the intro-
duction of ised ty i
e

9

Four hundred and seventy workers are
to be laid off at Harland and Wolff, the
Belfast shipbuilders. Three hundred and
fifty manual workers and 120 clerical
staff will lose their jobs in what has
been described as “a management effic-
lency drive’ — this despite the fact that
the yard has a full order-book which
acco(ding to Harland and Wolff, wili
provide work for the yard until 1988,

e

The ‘Candidate Pledge’ issued by the
Dublin Council of Trades Unions has

na stailceoiri agus lena seasamh misniuil.””
ne

According to the Dublin Department
of Labour, 191 industrial disputes took
place during 1984 resulting in the loss of
346,500 working days. Of the 191 dis-
putes, 75 were ‘unofficial’ — accounting
for 51,500 days lost. Twenty-five per
cent of the days lost were in the public
sector.

ey

The former employees of Castle Brand
Ltd, Nenagh, have re-occupied the plant
since Monday, June 10th. The re-occupat-
ion stems from the failure of the liquid-
ator to sign the necessary certificates
which would make good the deficiency
in lhe“ .'3.9" ion fund.

been led to include the Dublin
Coumy' area. All Sinn Fein candidates
contesting seats in the Dublin area
both Corporation and Council, havé
now signed the pledge.
*nn
FUE complaints about the high level
of employer contributions to the twenty-
six-county exchequer have been expos-
e_d. A recent European survey of “soc-
ial protection contributions — covering
all welfare expenditure in member states
shows that lIrish employers contribute
under 14% of the total cost against an
average of almost 36% in other EEC
states.
ae
Liberty News, the official
of the country’s lar,
WU, is very support

Al publication
gest union, the |TG
IVe in its articles on

wee

Most of the revellers celebrating Bar-
ry McGuigan’s victory in his hometown
of Clones, County Monaghan, didn‘t
have to worry about getting up in the
morning. Since  the recent closure of E:
Tunney’s meat factory, 60% of the local
workforce are unemployed. 3

Dublin Cargo Handling have announc-
ed that the deep-sea section of Dublin
Port is to close from Friday, June 14th.
First indications are that this is part of
the ongoing campaign to force dockers 3
and checkers to accept the £4million re-
dundancy package.

The threatened loss of over 200 jobs
in the planned closure has been attacked
by Sinn Fein's Christy Burke, himself a
former worker at Alexandra Docks and
now a local election candidate and full-
time community worker for the North
Inner City.

Follow:

g a ing with dockwork-
ers after the closure announcement on
Wednesday, June 12th, Burke said:

. “The closure threat s a blatant act of
intimidation,

“It comes in the wake of the refusal
of the vast majority of port workers to
accept Dublin Cargo Handling’s ultimat-
um of acceptance of ‘voluntary’ redund-
a;:cres and to sell out their livelihoods,
the futures of their children, and the well-
bﬁllll‘.‘l of the area they five in,

e ;?tmn Fein has repeatedly called for
ate ownership of this vital asset and
we pledge our full support to any action

the Dublin po fend
el rt workers take to del
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Gouncil round-u
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DURING the council meetings
that have taken place in the
past week, the DUP and, for
tactical reasons, to a lesser
extent the Official Unionists
h§vg once again shown their
willingness to disrupt council
meetings at the expense of
those they purportedly rep-
resent. All in a futile bid to

‘smash Sinn Fein’.

2 For their part, Sinn Fein coun-
cillors have continued to behave
in a dignified and principled man-
ner, and, in spite of infantile un-
ionist antics, have in some cases

peen able to get on with their task

of representing the views and in-

terests of Northern nationalists.

Unhappily, in some councils the SDLP

continued to place party politics before
nationalist interests and democracy by
either actively or
Sinn Fein representation on committees.

CRAIGAVON

At Craigavon Council’s second meet-
ing, on Friday night, June 7th, the two
Sinn Fein councillors were once again
removed under RUC threat of physical
force, at the instigation of the loyalist
majority. Republicans Brendan Curran
and Brian McCann had refused to sit at
the separate table allocated for them at
the last council meeting.

After their ejection, Curran comment-
ed:
“The unionists, by continuing their
policy. of political apartheid, have proved
that they have learned nothing in the
past 60 years and will not allow even the

' Iz of y in
this artificial statelet.”

Four individuals ‘signed in’ as Visitors sjlence while DUP bigot R

by the two Sinn Fein men were barred by
the RUC from the public gallery.

All these ‘smash Sinn Fein’ antics have
effectively bogged down the legitimate
council business which might just possib-
ly benefit local people. The remainder
of the meeting was largely taken up
with points of order, adjournments,
shouts and counter-shouts.

Anyway, the session itself was of
dubious legality, SDLP councillors point-
ed out, in the light of the previous Mon-
day’s interim_ court injunction barring
meetings of the ‘special committee’ set up
to exclude the two republicans from the
bulk of council business.

Ignoring such legalities, late on Friday
night the unionist bloc pushed through a
motion authorising barristers to be en-
gaged to represent ‘the council” — more
good news for ratepayers — at the High
Court judicial review which is due to take
place today (Thursday).

COOKSTOWN

In loyalist-dominated Cookstown on
Tuesday night, June 11th, three Sinn
Fein and two SDLP councillors were
ejected from the council chamber by the
RUC.

Sinn Fein’s Christopher Neeson, Pearse
McAleer and Francis McNally were re-
moved because they attempted to take
part in a meeting of one of the new ‘es-
tablishment committees’ set up the prev-
jous week to effectively replace the
council and exclude Sinn Fein.

When two SDLP councillors enquired
when the next full council meeting would
be held, they too were ruled out of order
and removed. The remaining SDLP mem-
ber then left. “No way” would the Brit-
ish government allow such undemocratic
practices to continue, raged the SDLP’s
Paddy Duffy.

LISBURN
At Lisburn last Thursday afternoon,

passively opposing

|
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ToglAlicn v William Beattie

Fein Councillors Brendan Currai
the RUC

June 6th, the loyalist majority combined
to grab virtually all (101) of the 105
posts. As in areas such as Belfast, Craig-
avon and Banbridge, the council failed
to nominate any nationalist represen-
tatives — ‘constitutional’ or otherwise —
to sit on the outside statutory bodies
which deal with education, health, social
services and suchlike.

Sinn Fein’s two councillors were ex-

cluded both from these outside bodies

and from council committees, The SDLP
managed to get one committee seat.
“A mistake’’, the DUP’s unrepentant
local |eader, the Rev William Beattie, later

observed.
ANTRIM

DUP members of uniorist-dominated
Antrim Council staged a brief walkout
last Thursday afternoon after failing to
exclude the lone Sinn Fein councillor,
Henry Cushinan, from a committee
place.

The five DUPers noisily left, loyalist
flag unfurled, yelling that they would
not “sit round the table” with Cushinan,
who maintained a dignified silence thro-
ughout. Ten minutes later, they were
back once more in their seats, with just
one of their number refusing to take any
committee places.

The DUP defeat was not, of course,
a case of OUP ‘conversion’ to democracy
— the party later helped exclude Sinn
Fein from all nominations to outside
bodies — but of OUP recognition — as
earlier in Dungannon and Belfast — that
breaking their own rules in the council
chambers might well prove politically
counterproductive.

MOYLE
Last Thursday’s meeting of national-
ist Moyle Council, at Ballycastle, North
Antrim, where Sinn Fein has two coun-

¥ i illors Pat Rice
Sinn Fein Councillo et tanding) rants and raves.

n (left) and Brian McCann after being remo’

(left) and Damien Gibney maintail

cillors, was picketed by a young DuP
expeditionary contingent from distant
Coleraine.

The OUP and DUP within the council
chamber have already managed one dis-
play of callous bigotry, opposing an
amendment to observe two minutes’
silence for all victims of political violence
in the North “We’re only standing for the
RUC” DUPers shouted.

At the council’s initial meeting two
weeks ago, the Sinn Fein elected repre-
sentatives failed to obtain any council
nominations to statutory bodies, includ-
ing the area Education and Library Board.
As in Down last week, the principal ex-
cluders were the SDLP, the largest party
group on the council. Another contrast
with the party’s expedient “democratic”
backing for Sinn Fein councillors else-
where in areas of strong republican sup-
port.

ARMAGH

Monday afternoon’s meeting of Ar-
magh Council began, significantly en-
ough, with the election as vice-chairper-
son of DUP bigot Douglas Hutchinson,
who achieved some notoriety in January
1977 when he publicly tore up the Fair
Employment Agency’s ‘declaration of
intent’ after the council refused to sign
It

The DUP and OUP (which holds the
chair and is the largest council party)
together hold 14 of the 22 council seats.
They moved next to the issue of recreat-
ion provision, which hitherto has been
dealt with by all councillors, Unionists
block-voted to set up a 16-person com-
mittee, excluded from it the lone Sinn
Fein councillor, Tommy Carroll, and,
like their colleagues in Craigavon some
weeks ago, also used the opportunity to

n a dignified
(Above) Craigavon _Smn
ved from the council by

snub a prominent SDLP member, in this
case Seamus Mallon.

The unionist pact did not falter. In
the case of the Southern Health and Soc-
ial Services Board, the council had been
directed by the direct-rule DOE to sub-
mit two nominations and there were just
two candidates but the unionist bloc
forced an unnecessary vote to exclude
the SDLP runner. “Absolute bloody big-
otry”, declared Mallon and shortly after-
wards his party followed Tommy Carroll
in withdrawing from the sham voting
process.

OMAGH

At an Omagh District Council meeting
the previous Tuesday, June 4th, the four
DUP councillors staged a noisy walkout,
shouting “/RA”, “Fenian scum’ and
suchlike epithets.

Following the procedural advice of
Sinn Fein council chairperson Seamas
Kerr, the DUP had proposed that the
council write to Brit direct-ruler Douglas
Hurd about his attitude to Sinn Fein
councillors, but were defeated by the
combined votes of Sinn Fein, the SDLP
and IIP,

Earlier in the meeting, DUP ‘disrupt-
jon’ had consisted in them moving their
chairs away from the council table, rather
than ‘sit with’ republicans.

DUNGANNON

At Dungannon Council’s second meet-
ing, also on Monday, the OUP MP, Ass-
embly member, councillor and former
UDR major, Ken Maginnis, withdrew
from a proposed meeting with DOE
Town Planning officials rather than at-
tend with Sinn Fein Councillor Anita
Cavlan.

Maginnis demanded a sepaiate meet-
ing.
Later the 11 unionist councillors,
through the OUP chairperson’s casting
vote, ensured rejection of a Sinn Fein/
SDLP suggestion that all 22 councillors
attend a proposed meeting with DOE
road service staff. The unionists then
excluded Sinn Fein representation.

Left open is the interesting question
of whether other nationalist councillors
will participate in such unrepresentative
delegations.

NEWRY AND MOURNE

At a similarly low-key meeting of
majority-nationalist Newry and Mourne
Council the same night, a DUP motion
“congratulating’”” RUC Chief Constable
John Hermon on his annual report was
passed because of SDLP and |IP abstent-
ions. Before the vote, Sinn Fein's five
councillors had distributed copies of a
republican  pamphlet  describing the
RUC's murder, last August, of Bel-
fastman John Downes.
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SINN F

o .EIN election workers in the
elecﬂw Six-county local government
lons are wal into their stride,
surely and steadily getting the mess-
8ge across in the last week of the
election campaign.
3 Aln Duh!iu\'s Nonh Inner City, the Sinn
ein car‘dlda\e, Christy Burke, shares his
commu.mtv's concern about unemploy-
ment, in particular the dismal future for
the area's young people. The announce-
ment on Wednesday, June 12th, of the
closure of Dublin Port with the loss of
over 200 jobs is another blow to Dublin
workers,

Following a meeting with dock work-
ers on Wednesday, Christy Burke, himself
a former worker at Alexandra Docks, con-
demned the refusal of the Coalition govern-
ment to provide funds to save the jobs of
the warkers “when they shelled out over
£50million to bale out financiers and big
business in the Allied Irish Banks/ICi
fiasco”. Sinn Fein has pledged full support
for the Dublin Port workers in defence of
their jobs.

In Ballybrack, in South County Dublin,
the young Sinn Fein candidate, Mick
O'Brien, is a direct link with Sinn Fein’s
past-electoral intervention. He is a great-
nephew of IRA Commandant-General Tom
Maguire of Galway, last survivor of the
Second Dail. A main election issue in this
area is the lack of facilities for the huge
population and the cutbacks in health and
welfare services.

WOMEN

Dublin Sinn Fein’s Women’s Department
has issued an election leaflet raising issues
of concern to women. Amongst other things
they call for:

@ Free health facilities in all areas;

@ Free schooling; and

® Community based child-care facilities.

The three women candidates in Dublin
have canvassed extensively in their areas,
and, as mothers of young children them-
selves, have a special understanding of the
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©® Hugh McShane, Sinn Fein candidate for Drogheda Urban District Council, canvassing in the town
-

problem of women with young families.
Anne O’Sullivan, whose area includes
Ballymun where she lives, has been fighting
for proper maintenance for the houses and
flats there for years. She is particularly
angry about the dangerous condition of
the lifts which claimed the life of a child
recently. Housing conditions are a main

problem for families in Ballymun, she says,
and she has used the canvass of her area to
expose the wanton neglect by establish-
ment parties.

In Cork, the mother and son team of
Pat and Don O’Leary are standing as Sinn
Fein candidates in Cork North Central and
Cork South Central. With ten other Sinn

TS

o N TRASN
= L, ) o 2 i
® The Sinn Fein candidate for Cork North East, Anthony Dempsey, outside the run-down Mayfield
R B - P 3 - 3

aupport for
Gork workers

A DELEGATION of workers from Haulbowline Industries
Ltd, Passage West, County Cork, were received by Passage West
issi day, June 5th.

Town C on Wed
The meeting was facilitated by

Fein candidates in Cork City and ¢,

a threefold inc_rease in the num::n"
Sinn Fein candidates who COntey of
1979 elections, Cork’s vigoroys nd
organised campaign is drawing 5 %00q
sponse. e

Sinn Fein elected rep’e"’"lanv‘
Newry and Mourne Jim Mca
visited the workers picketing p,
Co-op in Waterford on Tue;day,_,uu:f‘l"i
and issued a statement of solidariry Tt
them. He canvassed in the Ring G*I"'ﬁ
with the Sinn Fein candidates, Se:::
O Cuillin and Denis Crotty, ang went
to Portlaw where Jackie Whelan s o
didate. McAllister received a way,
come from workers at Waterforq G
when he visited the factory there with
Ryan who is contesting Waterforg Corpe
ation. ks

Speaking at church-gate meeting:
the %eoolys area of North Louth 0:9: b
day, June 9th, Sinn Fein president G
Adams joined local candidate Arthy, =
gan in condemning the scandalous " i
of (axpaygrs'_monev in protecting gy
nearby British-imposed border,

And in County Monaghan on Mg
Danny Morrison joined local candidm'
in a canvass of Monaghan town and rypy
areas in the north of the county where i
is expected that Sinn Fein candigay
Caoimhghin O Caolain will win a county
council seat.

EXCELLENT RESPONSE
Elsewhere in the same county, them |
has been an excellent response to the Siny
Fein canvass and the candidates are quiety |
confident that the present tally of twg
seats held by Sinn Fein will be increased, |
Indeed, throughout the twenty-six cous
ties there is generally a quiet confidi
that Sinn Fein can and will improve i
position both organisationally and in terms
of voter support. That confidence i
shown in the fact that Sinn Fein has field="
ed candidates in three counties which
were not contested at all in 1979 — Offaly,
Carlow and Wicklow. 3

lintgy

Furthermore, in virtually every aea
there has been an increase in the number
of candidates compared to the 1979
figures, and these candidates are backed
up by enthusiastic election workers wha
are forming the base for Sinn Fein's ex:
pansion in the twenty-six counties in the
future.

Jimmy Mee, Sinn Fein represen-
tative on the Commission, who
said that the livelihood of over
30 workers and their families
was being endangered

Protests from a small minority
of people living near the dockyard,
about industrial noise, are threa-
tening the recent -expansion at
Passage West Dockyard.

A successful motion was pro-
posed by Jimmy Mee in support
of the workers, which also urged
that the work at the dockyard
should be allowed to cortinue
without hindrance.

UNEMPLOYMENT
y of §9§_th“

in Mayfield, Cork city, by the
Kieran Doherty Sinn Fein cumann
found that the unemployment
figure for the area was a devas-
tating 63%. At three times the
national level, this area is one of
the worst unemployment black-
spots in the country. A disheart-
ening aspect of the survey is that
only 3% of the unemployed felt
that their prospect of employ-
ment was good.

Sinn Fein’s candidate for May-
field, Anthony Demsey, is chair-
person of the local tenants’
association and has continuously

highlighted and protested ‘about -

the appalling conditions of the

field and the Glen are being used
increasingly as a dumping ground
by Cork City Corporation, and
there is a high percentage of sin.
gle-parent families now living
there. They have been told that
they have little chance of being
rehoused out of an area that js

,“’flits' co xes in May-

b ing more and more neglec-

@ The dockyard at Passage West, County Cork and (in.
elected representative who is seeking re-election to Pa;

set) Jimmy M .
West TG ee, a Sinn Fein
ted and run-down,
Indeed, the flats

are
locally as ‘Fire City’ SAowo

because of

(
not regularly collected ang the

streets are not %
in a serious heal l;:‘lmr;:d",‘ resulting
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A newly-elected S;j i
councillor this vfégl? :fe):'ln
demned any moves which
would lead to the destruct-
ton of the Eamhain Macha/
Navan Fort historical site
in County Armagh.

On Tuesday, June
Tommy Carroll, Sinn Fle.:r:hs
sole representative on Arm-
agh pouncil, attended the
opening session of 3 Depart-
ment of Environment ‘in-
quiry into quarrying around
Navan Fort. Afterwards he
said nationalists were out-
raged at this attempt to
literally bulldoze over their
cultural heritage.

; The inquiry was announced
in response to a public outcry
following a decision by the un-
ionist-dominated Armagh Coun-
cil, in January 1985, allowing
Navan Quarries to extend their
limestone quarry by 140 acres.

Eamhain Macha or Navan Fort
consists of not only a hill ‘fort’
— Eamhain Macha itself — but
an entire square mile of man-
made excavations which date
back to 2,000 BC. As a result
of excavation work at the site,
it is now recognised as one of
the best Iron Age earthworks
in Europe.

CENTRAL PLACE
In terms of Irish mythology,

Heritage threatened

~ Eamhain Macha ranks alongside
Tara, occupying as it does a

central place in the famed tales
of the Ulster Cycle. Actual places

mentioned in the tales of Cuch-
ulainn or Tain Bo Chulaigne can

be easily identified at Navan
Fort. In the eyes of archaeolog'
ists, though, Eamhain Mac_ha is
Ireland’s most important histor-
ical site. Many of the remains are
dated between 200 and 100 BC,
a period about which little is
known, precisely because of a
lack of unspoilt._ sites such as
Eamhain Macha. The world’s
leading archaeologists class Nav-
an Fort as the best site of its
type in all of Europe.

STATEMENT

In a statement issued after
the first day of the inquiry,
Councillor Carroll said:

“Eamhain Macha was the
spiritual, secular and religious
capital of Ulster for over 1,000
years. Occupied as early as 2,000
BC, its importance to archaeol-
ogy has been attested to by a
group of archaeologists from
Queen’s University. Moreover,
Navan Fort holds a unique place
in Irish folklore and history. It
is a priceless and irreplaceable
part of our cultural heritage.

“Sinn Fein views with some
cynicism the British govern-
ment’s attitude to Navan Fort
which contrasts sharply with
their attitude to their own nat-
ional monuments such as Stone-
henge.

“The fact that the British gov-
ernment has also been responsible
for the destruction of our Irish
culture and heritage down the
years, does not encourage con-
fidence in the Navan Fort in-
quiry.””

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

Attempt o jus

A NEWLY-PUBLISHED NIO

propaganda booklet, Armagh

Prison, Strip-Searching, the facts, was launched in the North

on Wednesday, June 5th.

The publication is evidence
that the NIO has been coming un-
der tremendous pressure and crit-
icism in Ireland and abroad and
suggests that Britain fears political
embarrassment in Europe if found
guilty of yet another breach of
human rights in the North’s pris-

ns.

Only last Wednesday, the same
day the booklet was launched,
15 Euro MP’s from Britain and
the Netherlands called for an EEC
parliamentary enquiry into the
use of strip-searching.

In the booklet’s introduction,
the NIO informs us that in de-
manding an end to this degrading
and humiliating practice we are
being exploited by “supporters of
terrorist organisations” and that
they have been conned in an
orchestrated and “carefully cal-
culated campaign”.

CYNICAL

From the cynical tone of the
introduction, people who have
shown concern should not go
around questioning NIO policy,
as by doing so they are guilty of
undermining “/aw and order” and
the prison authorities. This form
of blackmail has been employed
on numerous occasions, particul-
arly during the H—Blocl; hunger-
strike, to divert attention away
from the real issues and portray
genuine‘:ympathy as support for
‘the terrorists’. oy

It is obvious from the deceit-
ful way this statement is present-
ed that the NIO is, from the out-
set, intent on undermining the
genuine human interest of civil
libertarian groups, trade unionists,
clergy and the individual.

The booklet is a concoction
of untruths and is a poor attempt
to whitewash what is happening
in Armagh. But when all the
glossy NIO verbiage is ‘stripped’
to the bone, the NIO are forced
to admit — on pages 5 and 6 — that
while some petty items have been
recovered: “these items have not
in themselves had any particular
security significance” but “this is
not an adequate reason for aban-
doning strip-searching”.

<ALLEGATION

There are many inconsistencies
in the booklet, including the NIO
claims that strip-searching in Ar-
magh is no different from that
carried out in other women’s
prisons in Great Britain, the US
and Western European countries.
This allegation ignores the unique
political situation which exists in
the North and the fact that strip-
searching was introduced not as
normal prison practice but as a
pretext to further harass and
degrade republican prisoners,

In this context, the NIO’s
claims that strip-searching is nec-
essary for security is contradicted
by the fact that it was not carried

tify strip-searching

@ The NIO’s pamphlet is an attempt to counteract the effect of widespread

Armagh Jail. See the Imeachtai column for this week’s events in the campaign

out at all in Armagh prior to
1982, even in the early 1970s
when the number of women was
much larger, i.e. during intern-
ment,

There are also quite a number of
deceitful and pompous allegations. For
instance, while there ‘have now been
numerous independent accounts from
former prisoners which corroborate the
fact that they have suffered tremend-
ous psychological and physical trauma
when being strip-searched, the NIO
declares that strip-searches, “are con-

ducted sensitively and with due
regard to considerations of human
dignity”.

This sentence was no doubt con-
cocted by a high-ranking male NIO
civil servant who has never and will
never know how anyone — never mind
a pregnant woman or a menstruating
woman — could possibly feel when
being strip-searched

CRITICISED
The booklet, which the NIO are
distributing in Ireland and abroad,

public protest against strip-searches in

has already been strongly criticised
in an /rish News editorial, by the
Belfast Anti-Strip-Search Committee,
Fr Raymond Murray, Armagh's prison
chaplain, Fr Faul and Fr Joseph Mec.
Veigh.

In response, Chris McAuley, PRO
of the Belfast committee said-

“We are confident that the product-
ion of this pamphler will be mmm:nZ
productive to British interests* as it
would “undoubtedly add to and broad-
en the present debate on strip-search-

ing".
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AT PRESENT half of all the agricultural land
purchased in the twenty-six counties is being

to purchase land
cannot afford.
Between 1972 and 1
in agriculture in
zlr:\;;i;nbngA and this tv_end seems set to con-
tinue, as falling land prices have ma
state an attractive inv
native and foreign specul
financial resources.
While the Land Comi
in its objective,
authority which
interests of Irish

suggests tha
D\?lgllin government seems prepare
the twenty-six counties to
playgmund for wealthy foreigners.

bought by people with no farming interests or
farming background. Much of the land is

being bought by foreigners.

At the same time, well over 100,000 of our farmers
are starved of land, with holdings below 50 acres. They
are unable to protect their livelihoods as farmers because
their holdings are not economically viable units.

Many farmers (an estimated
20%), particularly in the con-
gested areas of Counties Don-
egal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscom-
mon, Mayo, Galway and Kerry
as well as parts of Counties
Clare and Cork, are part-time
farmers, who are dependent
upon another form of em-
ployment to supplement their
income. Often this part-time
employment is not available
and, consequently, these farm-
ers and their families are living
in considerable poverty.

Every year, some 2,000
young people receive some
agricultural training but they
have no hope of farming as
they cannot compete in the
purchase of land. The EEC
divided farmers into three
categories: the ‘commercial’
farmer; the ‘development’ far-
mer, who was expected to
become commercial in a period
of six years; and the rest —
that is the category of ‘trans-
itional’ farmers, which meant
those who would be forced
out of farming. It was reck-
oned that 3% of farmers in

the twenty-six counties were
commerical, 19% were develop-
ment farmers and a stagger-
ing 78% of farmers were
transitional!

VIABLE

Under the Mansholt plan
for European agriculture, lame
ducks were to be, but crippled
ducks were not! The transit-
ional farmers were the crip-
pled ducks! And it is evident
from government policies over
the last decade with respect
to the land structure problem
that they have no intention of
saving the transitional farmers
through restructuring land hold-

ings, so that presently un-
economic holdings can be
made viable.

Present land purchase pat-
terns demonstrate clearly that
successive governments have
abandoned all interest in secur-
ing land for the small farmers.
After land wars lasting hun-
dreds of years to try to secure
the land of Ireland for the
people of Ireland, the land
is being bought over by native

i i i amines the
this article Bridget Mn_lll/gan ex
lt:m of land purchases in recent ygar: atr‘\‘:
isis is emerging sinc
t a crisis Is o
be turned into a

speculators, and by foreign
tycoons whose main interest
is to make a European holiday
resort.

The Land Commission was
abolished by the Coalition gov-
ernment in August 1984 and
has until the end of next year
to dispose of the 40,000 acres
remaining on its books. When
it goes, there will be no auth-
ority capable of redistributing
land or stopping land sales.

The Commission was seen
by many as the life-line of the
small farmer who cannot com-
pete on the open property
market with the foreign tycoon,
investment company, and the
large farmer or speculator.

CLASH

Regularly, there are reports
of large tracts of land being
bought by non-nationals over
the heads of local people.
Recently, the 300-acre Ballina-
mona estate, justoutside Water-
ford, was bought by a rich
Arab businessman, despite loc-
al demand that the estate be
bought for conversion into a
community leisure park.. A
local committee worked for
two years to attain a com-
munity park. When they dis-
banded, a member of the com-
mittee pointed out how the
sale of Ballinamona ‘“Gave a
very concrete example of the
clash between individual rights
and the rights of the wider
community”,

Two months ago, a site
of 17 acres outside Boyle,
County Roscommon, was sold
to a German for £41,000.
The highest local bid was

at prices which local farmers

d 1983 the numbers em-
he twenty-six counties

de this

estment prospect for
lators who have strong

mission obviously failed
the need for an efficient land
will redistribute land'm the
farmers, is becoming increas-

T

risis on

-

£17,000. No local farmer could Kerry and other counties. if drained, being
match the German bid. It would seem that without outside coapany |

Last year, Adare Manor in a land authority controlling the tive invstent |
Limerick, with a 1,000-acre sales the property market which, thefimers
estate, was sold for £2 mil- will force the withdrawal from “kill thenegbourl
lion. It was bought by a con- farming of the 100,000 small 0 | ;dComr
sortium of Middle Eastern, farmers who have not suffici-

Canadian and (one) Irish busi-
nessmen, who included Prince
Mohammed and his father
Prince Bendar, a Kuwaiti mer-
chant, Ron Thompson, a finan-
cier from Toronto, and John
Pochna from Croom who owns

ent land to become viable.

The problem, of course, is
not limited to foreign invest-
ors in Irish land. Many proper-
ties have been bought by
Irish speculators or large land-
holders. For instance, in Aug-

ped in, in 191, an
jon 40 note or
Investment Bstrai
sales. Weodand

ook this dision
preme Cout 1O ¢
right of thetand
Woodland Invest

a stud far.m. The sale took ust last year, Jack Marry bought which meas ths
place despite strong demands the Coddington estate of 717 able to condnue
from the farming organisations acres along with Oldbridge [ ant in affe®stat
that the estate

should be
turned into a national agricul-
tural centre with demonstrat-
ion farms.

House for £900,000, yet Marry
already owns 400 acres and is
a big pig-breeder. The Coolat-

ive of the wishes
the local fa®ers.

lin estate of 1,000 acres in ILLEG
County Wicklow was bought wnears
BARGAIN PRICES by Michacl Shanley and Patrick . '\ne Soeme
With the abolition of the Patton of Patton Farm Ser- o it is iégal
Land Commission, there is no vices. o mission tO b
authority to stand in the way Co"; Thas, the
of overseas investors buying NOTORIOUS = " the Harve
large tracts of Irish land at Perhaps the most notorious la‘e'[)i)(oﬂ estat
bargain prices. With the cur” of recent farm sales were which Wer
rently depressed state of prices those to Woodland Investment. "lm!.hg Land
for land and the low value This company, which is owned oy ipution Mo
of the punt on international by Henry B. Sisk of County f;::ms. ae Nov
:;’;S"CV markets, the present Kildare, Brian Hussey of Coun- ed to 0 fC
tinues can be expected to con- ty Wicklow and Donal Chamb- Councillof Lhn
9 g ers of Allied lIrish Banks, g Feinhs CC
ted that a Tex i W|as repor- attempted to buy up land for , js 05T
ke an c'lem had forestry at the rate of around Land OJ”'.'“W
R ';cad 'Umerlck auct- 300 acres per annum, mostly peen aolived
By He°h:j‘ u:’;g fSO:; :'I‘IT; to ilr" the North Western region. o fand ":;I":(!
. ! illion hey now own some 1,600
:?e;r:g;ld‘op; auctioneer, Pat acres, which they bought in 2‘:“ oum“;u'
e ] 3:“;\/ Auyuum small lots, in an area where qpe d3f° g
ponse” to his in alngm,c res- land is badly needed to relieve ",
farmers had co?':;c‘::j Large  congestion. However, local As the sl
from Roscomman, Waxfor'gm farmers objected to what could these examples

be reasonably good farm land,




if drained, being sold to an
outside compeany for specula-

tive investment in forestry
which, the farmers held, would
“’kill the neighbourhood”.

The Land Commission step-
ped in, in 1981, and put a Sect-
ion 40 notice on Woodland
Investment Testraining further
sales. Woodland Investment
took this decision to the Su-
preme Court 1o challenge the
right of the Land Commission.
Woodland Investment won,
which means that they are
able to continue their invest-
ment in afforestation irrespect-
jve of the Wishes or needs of
the local farmers,

ILLEGAL

It now appears that, follow-
ing the Supreme Court decis-
jon, it is illegal for the Land
Commission % build up a land
bank. Thus, the McClure es-
tate, the Hiney estate angd
the Dixon ©fate, all jn Lej.
trim, which Were taken over
by the Land Commission for
distribution @mongst adjoining
farmers, a'€ "OW to be retur-
n to their former owners,
Councillor John Joe McGirl of
Sinn Fein N3 commented that
“e is dis0us that the
Land ComMSion should haye
been aboli before a pro-
per land P2y s formed”,

The respons of Minister of
State ConMZihton was that
“ahe days °' cheap fang arg
over”. g

bl (inger) show,
P of land pur-

chase are only the tip of the
iceberg. Sales of land to non-
nationals between 1965 and
1983 amounted to nearly
100,000 acres (36,778 hec-
tares). Seventy-four percent of
this land was sold to EEC
nationals. These sales, irrespec-
tive of the existence of the
Land Commission, cannot be
prevented because the Treaty
of Rome guarantees equal acc-
ess to land in member states
to all EEC nationals.

ABOLITION

The abolition of the Land
Commission brings the twenty-
six counties into line with
Common Market policy, which
allows EEC nationals to buy
land in any member state.

At present, the Coalition is
in the process of drafting legis-
lation to implement the decis-
ion to abolish the Land Com-
mission. Apparently, there are
no proposals to set up a new
land agency, but rather to cen-
tralise all decisions and respon-
siblilty for land policy with the
Dublin Minister for Agriculture.

Whatever final proposals the
Coalition introduces, their pol-
icy is set out in Building on
Reality which states that it is
“40 ensure as far as is practic-
able that either the owner-
ship or the management of our
agricultural land s in the
hands of those best fitted to
work it”. This pious declar-
ation contradicts the reality
of present trends in land
sales, where the very people
buying up the land are non-
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B Table 1 and Table 3 show the
extent of land purchases in Ire-
land by foreigners between 1965
and 1984 inclusive. Table 2
shows the Irish counties in which

nationals and sp s whose
only justification is that they
are in the position to outbid
the local farmers.

REASONS

Amongst the reasons
advanced for abolishing the
Land Commission was its in-
effectiveness in restructuring
land holdings, its costliness and
its slowness in processing land
distribution, often it held land
for three or four years.

It was also said that the
Commission had failed because
of its uneconomic policy of
giving a little land to every-
one, rather than concentrating
the land in the hands of the
most economically efficient
farmers. And it was argued
that the Commission had been
used by local politicians to get
votes.

Some claimed that the Land
Commission was an anachron-
ism — that it had outlived its
usefullness as there were no
more estates remaining for dis-
tribution! There is no doubt
from the statistics (inset) that
the Land Commission had not
run out of land to redistribute
from landlord to tenants. In-
effective it may have been,
but an anachronism it certainly
was notl

NEEDED

There can be no doubt
that a land authority is needed
to restructure land holding,
which would ensure that the
maximum number of people
will make a comfortable living
off the land, and would facili-

foreigners purchased land last
year. These are official figures re-
leased by the Land Commission.

" Apri} '65-December ‘83
{Apart from wansactions involving transfers by one non-citizen Section 45 Land Act, 1865
{individus!} or company to another, sclsing solely from mortsge
Interests, involving araas of two hectares ar less). Table 2
Apsil-85- Janyary "83- %

« sl s i Yot ‘{Does not include sreas under S scres (2.023
Nationality ~ No.  Hactarss No, Hoctares No. Hectarss | hectares) and transfers from one popcitizen
. o e 10 snothar).

ritish 14036 33 430 851 3 . S
German 285" 4601 37 663 322 5264 Janyery ‘B4-Decembar ‘84
Aunbiican 238 16432 10 328 246 0761 Non-citizens Non-citizens
sl Skl = o {individuals)  (Campenies)

ragian 24 - ~ »
Belgien 23 ;‘;729 2 S ,§ 379 County No. Hectares Mo, Hectarss
Swedish 8 89 X 6 69
French 33 1513 3 256 6 1,763 Carlow 1 7 - -
U i 7 298 2 16 a 314 Cavan - 3 2 5
South Afril 3 23 S S a 29 Clare 4 47 - -
Austsalion 3 102 S 5 2 102 Cork 13 18 a4 72
Swiss 22 429 3 24 25 503 Donegat 5 32 1 6
Flonjsh 25 o8 0 3 29 Dutilin 1 a8 S
Austrian 4 39 9 5 5 45 Gatway 14 842 & %
Danish 14 342 % S 14 342 Kerry 4 31 4 a3
halisn 6 801 1 3 7 804 Kildare 6 200 4 335
Nonwegtan 1 2 S S 1 2 Kilkenny 1 & - S
Mexican 1 19 - - 1 19 Laois 4 0
Argantinian 1 4Q 1 40 Leitim & 1o =
Bermudan 2 26 S 2 86 Limerick 2 12 1 19
Maltese 1 3 1 3 Longfard - . 2

Uruguayan 1 6 A <! 1 3 Louth 1 2 .
Kenyan 2 10 X A 2 10 Mayo B 48
Japanese 2 21 - 2 21 Meath 1 44
Bahraint 1 7 X 1 7 Monaghan - 2
Venezusian 1 63 ; 1 63 Offaly 2 87 t 61
Irapian 1 36 { 36 Roscommon - B
New Zeataadec 1 4 & 1 4 Sligo 2 62 B S A
Indian 1 2 & 1 2 Tipperacy 6 237 2 58
Panamanian 1 32 159 2 41 Waterford 2 20 1 161
Seudi Arabian 2 43 2 362 a4 405 Westmezath 2 128
Pakistani 1 13 3 5 1 13 Wexford 3 21 - <
Luxembaurger 1 137 3 1 137 Wickiaw 2 13 :
Srateless 1 41 1 a1
Lebanese 1 3 1 %

Egyptian 1 2 1 2 :

Groek 1 106 5 1 106 Sextion 45 Land Act, 1965
Costa Rican < N 1 17 1 17

Hong Kong 2 45 2 45

Liberian 1 2 1 2
1,770 34,485 101 2,203 1871 36,778 Copsents to purchate laod issued
H Januery "84 December ‘84

tate a farming sytem which
will generate growth, employ-
ment and a fair distribution
of the wealth created in agri-
culture by modern technology.
However, it is certain that
this change will not take place
under a partitionist govern-
ment which is wedded to the
‘free market economy’ of the
EEC, with its ideology of pri-
vate interests overriding the
interests of the community.

As it is, it can be said that

the present government has be-

trayed its constitutional res-
ponsibility to establish as man: i
families on the land as ?; i o b T
economically practicable, and British 31 1202
that a life-line of the small Garman 32 835 /
farmer to attain economic via- American 23 513
bility through expanding his Dutch 3 29
holding has been taken away. French 2 60
If present trends are allowed ;lc_manstemu 2 18
to continue, some of the best 9::"5 8 218

5 anish 2
pasture of Ireland will be Austrian 2 48
taken over by those whose Danish 1 §5

only interest is speculative.
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COUNTY CARLOW
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KIERAN FOLEY (24) is a full-
time voluntary worker for An Phoh-
lacht/Republican News who is well
kpown 3s a community activist in
his native Carlow. A member of the
ITGWU, he has been deeply involved
in housing issues and the campaign
against service charges. Kiaran was a
leading member of the H-Block/
Armagh Campaign in Carlow,

COUNTY CAVAN

CAVAN

CHARLIE BOYLAN has represented
Sinn Fein on Cavan County Council
since 1974, An active member of
the ITGWU, he comes from a strong
republican background. Charlie has
worked hard on behalf of his con-
stituents and was deeply involved in
the successful election campaign of
hunger-striker Kieran Doherty

CAVAN UDC

CHRISSIE MORTON (56) is married
with five children. A well-known
republican in the Cavan area, she is
a member of the Kieran Doherty
Sinn Fein cumann. Chrissie has been
involved in her local tenants assoc-
iation for the past ten years.

BALLYJAMESDUFF

&

b | B
JOE ENNIS (35) is a republican pris-
oner in Portlacise due for release
in September this year. A founder
member of Crosserlough Sinn Fein
cumann in 1971, he was chairperson
of County Cavan comhairle ceantair
at the time of his arrest in 1976.
A former Gaelic footballer, Joe was
known as an activist on political and
farming issues locally.

NY HENRY is married with
BE‘\:;hildrsn and is a factory worker.
member of Belturbet GAA, he is
:so involved In the local drama soc-

six
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fety. Benny is PRO of the Sean Mc-
Intyre Sinn Fein cumann in Beltur-
bet

PEADAR NEARY is married with
six children and is a tool-maker
oy trade. A keen GAA enthusiast
and Irish speaker, he is a former
political prisoner and served a four-
year sentence for his republican
beliefs. He is the former chairperson
of West Cavan combhairle ceantair.

PETER McGOVERN from Glang-
evlin is a small-farmer and also works
as a carpenter and decorator. A mem-
ber of the Republican Movement
since the early 1960s, he was a foun-
der member of the Kieran Doherty
Sinn Fein cumann in Glangevlin.
An activist in the H-Block campaign
and the campaign to elect Kieran
Doherty, he is currently the chair-
person of Sinn Fein's West Cavan
combhairle ceantair.

COUNTY CLARE

MICHAEL MCcKEE is a native of
County Armagh and has been living
in Shannon for the past 11 years.
He is a vice-chairperson of Shannon
Sinn Fein and a national officer
of Fianna Eireann, the republican
youth movement. He is a founder
member of a local youth club and is
active in Shannon Town Trades
Association.

KILKEE TC

COIREALL O GRADAIGH is the
first Sinn Fein candidate to stand in
the Kilkee area since the 1920s.
A member of the Republican Move-
ment for many years, he is a fluent
Irish speaker and is interested in pro-
moting all aspects of lIrish culture,
Coireall is a member of the GAA
and is a former treasurer of Kilkee
Basketball Club.

MILTOWNMALBAY

P.J. BURKE is a small farmer, mar-
ried with a grown-up family and liv-
ing near Miltownmalbay. A hard-
working community activist, he top-
ped the poll in this area in the 1979
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local government elections, A long-
standing member of the Republican
Movement, P.J. was recently success-
ful in having a motion condemning
stripsearches in ‘Armagh Jail passed
by Clare County Council.

COUNTY CORK
CORK NORTH-WEST

SEAN WALSH is married with four
children and has been a member
of the Republican Movement for
many years. He is an active trade
unionist and is the ITGWU shop-
steward at Quigley Company of
Europe, where he works. Sean is
involved in local boxing and athletic
clubs.

COUNTY GALWAY
OUGHREA TC

PAT HYNES
Fein elected representative on Lough-
rea TC to which he was first elected
in 1979. A member of Sinn Fain

is an outgolng Sinn

since 1973, he served a two-year
Prison sentence as a republican pris-
oner in Portlacise and the Curragh
As an elected representative, Pat
has worked hard to have local medi
cal facilities improved

GALWAY

PADDY RUANE is married with four
children and is an outgoing Sinn
Fein member of Galway County
Council to which he has been elec-
ted continuously since 1955, From a
strongly republican background, his
father also served as a Sinn Fein
member of Galway County Council
between 1918-1923. Paddy is a
member of Galway GAA County
Board and has been active on local
community issues for many years,

MICHAEL LOUGHREY is married
with five children and works as a
farmer. He has been actively involved
in community and sporting groups in
the South Galway area over the
years and is currently the chair-
person of Galway Sinn Fein com-
hairle cean

FRANK GLYNN

(49)
with nine children and is an outgoing
member of Galway County Council
to which he was first elected in 1967,
A successful businessman, Frank is
involved in a wide range of local
bodies including the County Gal-

is married

FPEREERRANNA LIS EVNER YA

way Vocational Education Com-
mittee. He was Instrumental in the
successful construction of 8 mem
orial to the republican prisoners from
the West who were executed by
Free Staters in Tuam during the Civil
War,

COUNTY KILDARE

PADDY WRIGHT (44) is an out-
going Sinn Fein member of Athy
UDC to which he was first elected —
top of the poll — in 1979. As chair-
person of his local community
association he has worked particu-
larly hard on behalf of the unem-
ployed. A former Kildare county
footballer at minor and senior level,
Paddy joined the Republican Move-
ment in 1962,

DROICHEAD
ubDC

JOHN RYAN (48) is married with
five children and is unemployed.
A prominent member of Sinn Fein
in County Kildare for the past 30
years, he is a former chairperson of
the ITGWU in Irish Ropes. John has
been an active opponent of the
service charges.

LONGFORD
GRANARD

i
N

LIAM BROWNE is 39 years old and
is married with three children. Be-
sides working as a farmer in the
Edgeworthstown area, he works as a
agricultural contractor and auction-
eer. Liam has been a member of Sinn
Fein for five years

ONGFORD UDC

GERRY McBRIDE, a native of Bel-
fast, has lived in Longford for the last
12 years and works as an electrician
in Burlington Sportswear, Aged 35,
he joined Sinn Fein in 1972 and was
very active during the H-Block cam-
paign as assistant chairperson of

Longford H-Block/Armagh Commit-

SEAN LYNCH is an outgoing Sinn

Yy

xv T LR
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Fein representative on Longford
County Councll, He Is a small farmer
and an active member of the GAA.
A lifelong member of the Republican
Movement, Sean was deeply involved
in the election campaign of hunger-
striker Martin Hurson in 1981, He
stood as the Sinn Fein candidate in
the same constituency (Longford/

Westmeath) in the November Leins-
ter House election the same year.

LONGFORD

SEAMUS McDONNELL, an electri-
cian by trade, works in Burlington
Industries where he is a shop stew-
ard. An active trade unionist, he has
been a member of Sinn Fein for the
past 12 years. He is currently chair-
person of Longford Sinn Fein com-
hairle ceantair, and also serves as
chairperson of Burlington Sports and
Social Club.

COUNTY MEATH

DUNSHAUGHLIN

o
4

-

4
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TOMMY JOHNSON is a native of
Dunshaughlin and has been a mem-
ber of the Republican Movement
since the early Sixties. A popular
figure locally, he was elected first
Lord Mayor of Dunshaughlin after
raising £5,000 for a local community
centre. A member of the local hous-
ing committee, Tommy is also con-
cerned with the land question and is
a former member of the Land League.

NAVAN

JIMMY LYNCH (49) is married with
six children and is an electrician by
trade, A keen cyclist, he is the cur-
rent chairperson of Kentstown hous-
ing committee and the local resi-
dents association. Jimmy joined Sinn
Fein in 1956 and is now the chair-
person of Meath combhairle ceantair
and secretary of his local cumann.

COUNTY MEATH

JIMMY PEPPARD is a member of
one of the longest-established fami-
lies*in Trim. Being unemployed him-
self, he is determined to fight for job
creation locally,



COUNTY ROSCOMMON

KEVIN EARLY (25) is married with
one child and lives in Boyle where
he has been involved in a campaign
to secure a swimming-pool for the
area. A member of Sinn Fein since
1983, Kevin is particularly concer-
ned with the need for amenities for
youth and the need for employment.

COUNTY ROSCOMMON

DERMOY MULLOOLY (45) is mar-
ried with four children and has been
a member of the Republican Move-
ment since 1956. Following two
years imprisonment in Portlaoise
Jail as a political prisoner, he was
elected to Roscommon County Coun-
cil in 1979, and has since worked
hard on behalf of his constituents.
Dermot comes from a staunch repub-
lican background. His . father was
Commandant Pat Mullooly of the
North Roscommon Brigade IRA,
while his uncle IRA Volunteer Mich-
ael Mullooly was killed by the Black
and Tans.

COUNTY SLIGO

SLIGO CORPORATION

TIMMY NEWELL (30) is married
with four children and has been an
active trade unionist in Sligo over
the past decade. He is currently the
chairperson of Sligo Trade Union
Council. Active in the Sligo H-Block
trade union sub-committee during
the hunger-strikes of 1980 and lv9'8‘l,
Timmy is secretary of Sligo §mn
Fein comhairle ceantair and is a
member of the Sinn Fein trade union
executive,

@
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TO PROVIDE a strong and principled voice on Tocal councils |
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princip
for the oppressed people of the North and Souﬁ), Sinn Fein
have contested the recent six-county local elections apd are
contesting seats in the forthcoming local elections in the
twenty-six counties. 2 /
We appeal to all republicans and nationally-minded people
to contribute generously to the finances which are urgently
needed for these election campaigns.
All monies should be sent to: Sinn Fein Election Fund, 44

Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

SEAN MacMANUS is 34 years old
and is currently the national chair-
person of Sinn Fein. A carpenter
by trade, he is a member of Sligo’s
anti-apartheid group and his local
residents association, Sean is chair-
person of Sligo National Graves
Association and last year he was Sinn
Fein director of elections in Conn-
aught/Ulster during the European
elections, He is married with two
children.

COUNTY MAYO

SWINFORD

/
JOE McHALE, a well known local
republican, has served two prison
terms for his beliefs, Upon his re-
lease in 1983, Joe was elected to
Straide Community Council, and is
currently that body’s PRO. A keen
GAA enthusiast, Joe takes a deep
interest in Irish history. He is vice-
chairperson of the Michael Davitt
National Memorial Committee.

WESTPORT

-
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MARY McGING. who is currently
serving a twelve-month sentence in
Limerick Jail for her republican
beliefs, is Sinn Fein’s candidate in
the Westport area. Until sentencing
she worked as a engineer for Mayo
County Council. Mary has served on
the Sinn Fein Ardchomhairle and is
a fluent Irish speaker. A GAA activist,

for two years she was county secre-
tary for the Mayo camogie team.,

CASTLEBAR UDC

TOMMY DEVERAUX, a father of
two children, is assistant town fore-
man for Castlebar UDC. An active
sports enthusiast, he has been in-
volved in the local boxing and cycl-
ing clubs as well as the town’s GAA
club. Tommy is a lifedong member of
the Republican Movement.

CASHEL UDC

JIMMY MAHER is an unemployed
factory worker and an active trade
unionist. A member of Sinn Fein for
13 years, he is chairperson of his
local cumann and a member of the
Liam Lynch Commemoration Com-
mittee,

& o’

MICHAEL KEATING is an unem-
ployed plasterer who joined Sinn
Fein six years ago. Because of his
deep interest in Irish culture and par-
ticularly the Irish language, he is
currently the cultural officer on
South Tipperary Sinn Fein comh-
airle ceantair.

TIPPERARY
- 7 A

and is an outgoing Sinn Fein elec-
ted representative on Tipperary UDC.
A member of the National Associat-
ion of Tenants Organisations and the
Tidy Towns Committee, he joined
Sinn Fein 17 years ago.

FETHARD;
CARRICK-ON-SUIR UDC

EDDIE O'DOHERTY is an outoing
Sinn Fein member of Carrick-on-
Suir UDC. A factory worker and
branch chairperson of the ATGWU,
he is secretary of his local trades
council. He joined Sinn Fein 13
years ago and is currently secre-
tary of his local cumann and PRO

for the South Tipperary comhairle
ceantair.

MICHAEL BROWNE is self-employ-
ed and comes from Cashel, where he
is a member of his local tenants
association. A follower of the GAA,
he joined Sinn Fein 21 years ago and
is currently the chairperson of his
local cumann and of South Tipperary
comhairle ceantair

NENAGH UDC

i
JIMMY NOLAN is a native of Nen-
agh and comes from a staunch repub-
lican family. He was imprisoned for
six years for his republican beliefs
and endured a 47-day hunger-strike
in Portlaoise Jail. Jimmy is a fluent
Irish speaker and is keenly interes-
ted in Irish music and culture.

COUNTY WESTMEATH
THLONE UDC

TONY °‘GOSSIE' HOGAN (28) is
married and is employed by the ESB
in Athlone where he is shop steward
in the Electrical Trade Union. A keen
Gaelic footballer, he has represented
Westmeath at minor and under-21
level and now plays football with
his local club in Athlone. Gossie

joined Sinn Fein in 1973 and figured
prominently in the H-Block/Armagh
campaign.

GERRY FARRELL is a 34-year-old
married man with two sons. He
is a factory worker and is a
shopsteward in the ITGWU and is a
member of his local branch commit-
tee. Gerry joined Sinn Fein in 1970
and has been active in various cam-
paigns since then. He has been in-
volved in the fight for improved hos-
pital facilities in the Midlands region.

BILLY CLEARY (42) is married
with three children. A former mer-
chant seaman, he worked for a num-
ser of years in the building trade.
He joined Sinn Fein in 1971 and
stoud as a candidate in the 1974 local
government elections. On that occas-
ion he narrowly missed winning a
seat

ULLINGAR TC

it g X &
ITA DALTON (33) is married with
five children. A member of Sinn Fein
since 1969, she has worked hard as
a political activist in Mullingar, par-
ticularly during the H-Block cam-
paign. Ita was a narrowly unsuccess-
ful Sinn Fein candidate for Mullin-
gar Town Commission in 1979.

COUNTY WICKLOW
BALTINGLASS

man with three children and works
Js a signmaker. Having a keen inter-
est in local issues, he is a member of
the GAA and is a founder member of
Blessington Boxing Club. Gerry
joined the Republican Movement in
1976 and is currently chairperson
of his local Sinn Fein cumann.

BRAY UDC

KEN O'CONNELL (28) is married
with three children and works as a
machine setter. A member of the
ITGWU, he is involved in the Con-
cerned Parents Against Drugs cam-
Ppaign and other local issues,
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® Derry Councillor Gerry Doh
ety

Loyalist
artifacts

A Chara,

pant attitude in the Liam
Og Column, on the current

and medallion, mentioned in
the article?

Ever since | can remember
the Guildhall itself has bezn
looked on, in Derry, asa sym
bol of all that is Briush. For
years the old unionistdom
nated Corporation used their
gerrymandered position  to
keep the nauonalist majority
in Derry under their heel, in
matters like employment, tha
building of houses, the allo-
cation of those houses, and
the right 1o vote etc.

The nationalist _majority
were batoned from their own
streets by the RUC if they

and the Bogside, will be al

The SDLP have so far
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Garda joy-riders

Oo | detect a certain 1o~ | A Chara

Joy-riders struck again in Tallaght on Saturday, May

in thair way.

merely stood facing the crowd
of young people for a number
of minutes before leaving ag-
ain.
present at the disco allowed

tried 1o get anywhere near | to the memory of those who
the Guildhall to protest. were butchered on the streets

To change that view of | of Derry on Bloody Sunday,
the Guildhall in the minds of | because they are afraid to [ SDLP, are afraid of what
the people of Creggan estate | meet loyalism head on. might happen
There 1s a room inside the | bish if it was to be put on

No fair play

SINN FEIN Councillor Francie Molloy has described as

debate taking place in Derry, | 18th. While the weekly disco was in progress in the
as to what exactly should | BAADH Community Centre, Bolbrook, these joy-riders
be done with the loyalist [arrived at the doorway in a blue Sierra and then pro-
symbols in Derry’s Guildhail, | ceeded to chase one of the members of the local youth
like the statue of Queen Vic- | committee, Setanta Youth, who had volunteered his
toria and the Mayoral chain | services that night to help run the disco. The youth es-
caped into the hall but was pursued by these people.

The joy-riders in question
of course, were all members of  the air of
the gardai, and when advised
not to enter the hall in case obvious.
their presence might provoke
an incident, they threatened reason for running from the
10 arrest anyone who stood gardai, the youth who had
bgen chased said that, over
They entered the hall and  the past number of weeks, he
and some of his friends had
been constantly harassed and
threatened by them. Only the

themselves to be provoked but
tension and hos-
tility toward the gardai was

When asked later about his

Luckily none of those previous night a number of his

most impossible, notwithstand- | Guildhall, which is used as a | view. |If
ing the recent election re- | store for £169,850 worth of | citizens in Derry had their
sults, but a start has to be | loyalist artifacts. The break- | way they would discard all
made. An attempt must be | down of that figure reads: | loyalist artifacts, not by giving
made to demonstrate that the | Mayoral regalia and so<alled | them to the unionists, but by
people have had enough of | Civic treasures, £59,938; silver,
loyalism, and that they want | £44,250; silver plate, £260; | Throwing them into the River
no part of its symbolism. | paintings, £25,902; works of
It must be remembered also, | art, £12,000; sculptures, £12,- | are  two of
that Sinn Fein will have to | 500, and canons £15,000. | suggestions.

‘embarrass’ the ruling SDLP | The paintings include an oil of
into taking action on the | the Siege of Derry (price £6,-
Guildhall  which will reflect | 000) and threequarter-length
the feelings of the majority | Portraits of King William ||
community in Derry. andQueen Mary (price £4,500).
There is a simple explan-
refused to even erect a special | ation as to why these items
plaque inside the Guildhall | are kept in .storage, rather doubtedly use them to further

“scandalous” Housing Executive plans to sell off a children’s
play area in a Benburb housing estate in Dungannon for
development as an agricultural showroom.

The Rookery Drive housing es-
,4ate has around 45 houses and a
playground suitable only for older
children. A small area of grass-
land inside the estate provides
a safe spot for over 30 of the
estate’s children under - five to
play in complete safety.

The Housing Executive’s plan
to sell the land prompted a petit-
jon which was signed by 40
householders in the estate and

well as.objecting to the Execut-
ive depriving the children of their
play area, the petition objects to
a commercial development in such
close proximity to the estate.
Francie Molloy commented:
“It is scandalous for the Hous-
ing Executive to sell a much-
needed play area. In the past, the
Executive have complained that
they can't provide play facilities
as they “have no land — on this
occasipp they have. the land but

forwarded to the E o

are prop to sellit.”

is because

The only
agree to the
auctioned for Ethiopia, is if
there is a stipulation that no
loyalist group be allowed to
bid for them. If they get their
hands on them, they will un-

friends had been — totally

than being displayed, and that

the powers that
be in the Guildhall, ie. the

to such rub-

majority of

destroying them completely.

Foyle, or into the city dump,

the favourite

way | would
artifacts being

unjustifiably — attacked and
beaten up by a ‘mob’ of gar-
dai, one of them wielding
what appeared to be a base-
ball bat, in full view of a
crowd of people who had
gathered. They have been
taunted and jeered about their
involvement with our commit-
tee, being told they are going
soft etc. One young man
told of being challenged by a
garda to have a chase in a sto-
len car and of being accused
of losing his nerve.

The only reason for this
type of behaviour by mem-
bers of the gardai, as far as |
can see, is to provoke a re-
currence of the vandalism, anti-
social behaviour and joy-riding,
so long a part of everyday life
in our area. Thankfully tho-

their claim for a separate
council for the Waterside area
of Derry.

If and when the Derry
Guildhall is cleansed of all
foreign influence, the native
Irish must set about ensuring
that the building becomes a
centre for Irish culture and
way of life.,

Hugh Gallagher,

Creggan,

Derry. 2

A Chara,
| am compiling a photo-

Herri
Batasuna

Comrade,

We have decided to write
to you because of a short
article about the Basque coun-
try included in AP/RN on
Thursday, May 9th

Although most of it is ab-
solutely correct, the last para-
graph includes some statements
which aren’t so at all.

Concerning the paragraph
we speak about, we want to
point out two things. First,
ETA, and the whole Liberat-
jon Movement, fights for an
independent, socialist and re-
unified Basque state, but the
political aims in the actual

v phase of the struggle are con-
ugh, through the good work | iy in he socalled 'KAS
of the local tenants/residents | 1o o oor o cluded in the
association and through the ocurs antine For it Polltics!
involvement of the youth on | g;io, jp the Basque coun-
the committee of Setanta VRS programmeliofit e
Youth this type of behaviour Batasuna. The programme. of.
has been on the decreass of Herri Batasuna is based on it,
ates and as you can read in both,

The youth of our area

¢ | our struggle aims, in the pre-

seem now to have a sense of | o 15 30 advanced level of
balohnqlng and of :;ommnmem P asnay

to their community .

This obviously doesn’t suit nmsei‘:r‘:é ""“’”:"ql:e‘ b';lie""

some members of the gardai 2

h R inead to fustifvalsoou T Basqusicountryi(undeg

Rt - the | Spanish administration) is divi-

e | e e

hemes such as neigh- nomies: one of them rules in

D e, et s, | Nofarroa (Navarral, and the

R TEIahl donceroas sch other over the other three
B‘:ne posnanvicend provinces (Araba, Bizkaia and

5 Gipuzkoa); so there isn‘t any
:-u’;tn:toi:r’:m:. Easque parliament still. Both
Tallaght. ‘regional autonomies’’ are su-

bordinated to the state instit-
utions. Nafarroa isn‘t recog-
nised as part of the Basque
graphic exhibit on the sub- | country. The Spanish govern-
ject of women in the Repub- | ment and the whole state
lican Movement in this cen- | apparatus say it is a different
tury. ‘region’; at the same time, the
If any readers have photos | other three provinces are con-
of women involved in any sidered as the ‘Basque region’.
aspect of republican activity, Of course, this is only a
e.g. Cumann na mBan, prison | very short description of the
protests, Sinn Fein, or any | situation, but it will give you
leaflets, programmes or other a general idea of it.
memorabilia of these women, Moreover we will be very
from 1900 to the present | pleased in writing to you
time, | would “g-eatly appre- | again if. you want us to do so
ciate being allowed to borrow | in the future. Please accept
such items and photograph | this fraternal critique as a
them for the exhibit. means of improving AP/AN,
They would then be imme- | particularly, and mutual un-
diately returned to their own- | derstanding of our national

ers. Please forward any avail- | Struggles, in general.
able material to me. c/o Sinn Herri Batasuna,
Fein Women's Department, 44 Comite de Relaciones
Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Exteriores,
Thank you very much. Bilbao,

Jane Glass. Euskadi.




Hatchet-job!

L_svawemartiv )

BBC'S Panorama did another of its hatchet-job:
Monday night. This time the victim was Nicaramlu, st

Over the past year, 3,000
Nicaraguans have been killed,
twice as many and

the revolution had made no
difference to her. They also

170,000 made homeless in the
war against the US-backed
counter-revolutionary  terror-
ists, the contras. The war
has been 8 terrible drain on
Nicaragua's economy, which
also suffers from a US trade
embargo and other sanctions
imposed by Washington.
Panorama went through
the country in search of peo-
ple dissatisfied with the revol-
utionary  Sandinista govern-
ment and could only come
up with one woman who said

ielme

Bodenstow

‘ BY SEOSAMH CNAMH

BECAUSE of a generally hostile media,

= jy A
thought — came upon a ‘riot’
against food shortages — a few
young men throwing stones.

No effort was made to
show the 1}

evidence of contra brutality
and barbarity — only a smug
US State Department spokes-
person assuring us that he
deplored all atrocities.

The BBC seems to have
got amazing freedom to go
around the country, even hav-
ing permission to talk to pris-
oners, including contras, inside
the prisons. But still Pano-
rama complained of censor-

republicans

have an obvious need to create their own methods of
conveying rePuincan history and politics. A suitable
contribution in this part of the struggle is Bodenstown

This film deals with the im-
portance in the republican cal-
endar of the annual ceremony
at the grave in Sallins, County
Kildare, of the father of re-
publicanism, Wolfe Tone.

The first ceremony was
held in 1898, the centenary of
his death, and even then the
opportunism of constitutional
politicians was on show.

william Martin Murphy,
who bayed for James Con-
nolly’s blood after Easter
Week, could, apparently, see
no contradiction in organising
both Queen Victoria's jubilee
celebrations and Tone's cen-
“tenary commemoration. Mur-

aweating bloo

Sunday, the legacy of Wolfe Tone an hour-long video
film compiled by Sinn Fein’s publicity department.

phy’s descendants are to be
found today in the ranks of
Leinster House who pay hom-
age to Tone by jailing repub-
licans who try to break the
connection with England —
“the never-failing source of all
our political evils”.
Bodenstown is where re-
publicans go to rekindle old
friendships and start new ones
but more important to repub-
licans, the platform is used to
point the way forward. No at-
tempt is made in the film to
avoid the contentious issues
that arise now and again, es-
pecially the 1934 ceremony
when banners were snatched
from a Protestant contingent

[ BY EDDIE STACK ]

LAST WEEKEND being one of the hottest in living
memory, it was good to see a movie arrive in town where
the characters sweat as much as you did. Blood Simple
fits into that American mould — the fi/m noir where
neon lights flash on and off, the protagonists live (and
die) by night, and most of all, their bodies pump sweat
as they go about their grisly deeds. The film may be low-
budget, with no stars within a hundred miles, but it is
surely the most inventive film to hit our fair islanq for

yonks.

Blood Simple is firstly ab*
out jealousy, but most impor-
tantly about misunderstand-
ing. Set in Texas, it is a tale
of small-town murder and
mayhem where everyone. gets
the wrong end of the stick
and no-one knows who is mur-
dering whom (except the aud-
ience... well, most of the
time).

Our story begins with the
faithless wife who decides
she doesn't half fancy the
man who is driving her to the
station on a wet and muggy
night (and who is employed
by her husband, no less). Her
hubby as it happens is a swin-
ish, intensely-ealous fellow,
who hires a private detective
to take pictures of his wife
when she starts sleeping ar-
ound.

When he realises that his
wife is leaving him for his
hired hand, hubby then goes
completely potty and, after
trying to kidnap her back,
orders his fat, disgusting pri-
vate detective to kill both of
them. The detective will do
the job — for $10,000 doll-
ars — but can he trust the
husband or will he be made
the “fall-guy for murder? He
therefore makes his own arran-
gements.

SLEAZY

You will have gathered by
now that everyone in Blood
Simple is thoroughly dislike-
able, The plot is sleazy in the
extreme as wires get crossed
and bodies pile up with aban-
don. It would be unfair to re-
veal more of the plot... let's
just sav the humour gets

[ ] E-_iuation has been a priority wi

the revolutionary

government in
s!':lp — In a country which is
fighting a war for survival —
and pointed especially to the
right-wing La Prensa news-
Paper, which had been, we
were told, “a fearless critic
of -the Somoza regime’. The
fact that the paper Is financed
from the US, the enemy of
Nicaragua, made me wonder

how fierce a critic it had
been.
Across the Nicaraguan

border, a massive US military
presence was shown in Hon-

L %
US troops — with the clear /
Intention of Intimidating the 7
new Nicarsgus, the only Cen-
tal American  government
which has the temerity not to
bend the knee to Uncle Sam. 7
All in oll, as investigative 7
journalism, the Panorama pro-
gramme rated very poorly. A
certain ‘line’ was clearly taken
before the programme Wwas
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SOCIAL & DANCE
Music by The Toab
10.30pm Thursday June 13th
Frank’s Tavern
CASTLEBLAYNEY
Teille £2
Organised by Sinn Fein

made, ‘facts’ or
that seemed to support it were
emphasised and anything that
contradicted it was either
played down or ignored.

David Attenborough’s The
Living Planet continues its
very welcome repeat showing
on BBC. If you haven’t seen
this superb programme be-
fore, this is your chance.
It’s probably the best nature
series to be seen on TV
The filming and presentation
are excellent and Attenbor-
ough whisks us from moun-
tain-top to the middle of the
jungle and to breathtaking

duras, where a pe staff
of 1,000 Marines spend all
their time preparing huge
military ‘manoeuvres’ — the
last one involved over 10,000

on all
It's not often that a repeat
is worth recommending, but
this is an exceptional except-

from the Shankill Road.

In this latest phase of the
struggle, the oration in 1977
announced a complete over-
haul of republican strategy. It
was then that the “/ong hard
struggle’’ theory was first en-

blacker as the characters get
more desperate and confused;

The film ends on one of
the best punch-lines seen in a
cinema for a long, long time.

All this is done with re-
markable sureness of touch,
but though the plot is far-
cical and convoluted, it never
seems implausible or mechan-
ical like so many guess what
would happen if this happen-
ed type flicks. Suffice it
to say that the tone of the
film can be demonstrated by
the fact that someone gets
buried alive but that's only
after he was seriously woun-
ded by someone else again.

It's interesting to note that
Blood Simple is the work of
wwo brothers, Joel and Ethan
Coen, both of them writing
the screenplay with Joel direct-
ing and Ethan producing. They
both worked on the world-
famous video nasty, The Evil
Dead, where trees and the un-
dead ravished and gobbled up
the nice sweet American coll-
ege kids you alway see in
movies like these.

The fact that the Coens
can go from crap like The
Evil Dead to a movie of the
confidence of Blood Simple
says a lot for them.

unciated.

This video is not only a
fitting tribute to the man who
gave Ireland its republicanism
but also to those who follow
in his footsteps. Plenty of
“wheres” and “whens” but

Meanwhile, the film raises
a few questions for the so-
called lIrish film industry.
3lood Simple has a cast of
about five but it is still able
to turn out a plot of labyrin-
thine dexterity. We are always
told we can’t make films in
this country because they are
too expensive. On the evi-

more importantly “whys”.

® Bodenstown Sunday is av-
ailable on VHS from Aine Ni
Mhurchadu, 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin, price IRE15; or Barbra
de Brun, 51/53 Falls Road,
Belfast, price £12 Sterling.

dence of this cheap American
thriller, however, the real
cause of our celluloid poverty
is our inability to write a
decent script.

With the many subjects of
interest prevalent on this is-
land today, that lack of crea-
tive spark seems even harder
to comprehend.

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring Shillelagh
Friday 14th June

High House
EMYVALE
County Monaghan
Taille £250
Bar extension

ELECTION DANCE
usic

John Glenn and the Wranglers
10pm to 1am Friday 14th June

Inniskeen Hall

INNISKEEN

County Louth

Taille £3

Organised by Sinn Fein

STOP THE ARMAGH
STRIP-SEARCHES
WHITE LINE PICKETS
1 ta 2pm Saturday 15th June
Corner Whiterock Road and
Falls Road
Corner Antrim Road and
New Lodge
BELFAST
—

NATIONAL
ANTI-APARTHEID RALLY
2.30pm Saturday 15th Jjune

Parnell Square
DUBLIN
—_—
BALLAD SESSION
Monday 17th June
Hunting Lodge
Ballyfermot
DUBLIN
Guest speaker
Organised by Sinn Fein

DEMONSTRATION
NO WELCOME FOR
RACIST HERZOG
8pm Wednesday 19th June
Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Organised by Friends of Palestine
e e

FUNDRAISING
BALLAD SESSION
Music by Village Folk
Friday 21st June
The Greyhound
DULEEK
County Meath
Organised by Sinn Fein

MIRIAM DALY
COMMEMORATION
12 noon Saturday 22nd June
Church of St Colmcille
SWORDS
County Dublin

—_—
ANNUAL REPUBLICAN
REUNION AND
TESTIMONIAL DINNER
Featuring the
Eamonn Ceannt Ceili Band
7 to 12pm Saturday 22nd June
Dinner at 7.45pm sharp
Park Lodge Hotel
North Circular Road
DUBLIN
Taille £7 50
Organised by
An Cumann Cabhrach

—_—
BUSES TO BODENSTOWN
Sunday 23rd June
CASTLEBLAYNEY: Taille €3
Booking through AP/RN sellers.
DUBLIN: Leaving 12 noon, from
St Catherine’s Church, Thomas
Street. Taille £3. For
contact 60 The Coombe
531749
NEWRY:

Tel

Leaving 10am,
ing through AP/RN sellers.
OMAGH: For details phone Om
agh 41438

SINN FEIN FUNCTION
9pm Thursday 27th June
Swan Lake Hotel
MONAGHAN

PUBLIC MEETING
11am Saturday 20th July
McLellan Galleries
GLASGOW
Creche available
Organised by the
Campaign Against the PTA

bocking

o

from
Soho car park. Taille £4. Book-
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A BROAD FRONT of left-wing
organisations, The Friends of Pales-
tine, has been formed to protest
against next week’s visit to Ireland
by Israeli President Chaim Herzog.
Both the Coalition parties and Fian-
na Fail have welcomed the visit but,
in stressing the importance of all
republicans, socialists and anti-imper-
jalists turning out to register their
protest against the visit, Cliona Nic

Mhurchu, Sinn

candidate in the Greenhills area of

Dublin, said:

“The Zionist occupation of the Pales-
tinian homeland and the denial of the Pal-
estinians” right to self-determination is a
denial of a people’s freedom. As the Irish

80H9 BA
3th, 1985

ation he

Fein local election

people are also being denied their right to
self-determination by an imperialist aggress-
or, we can readily identify with the cause
and the plight of the Palestinians.

“The first question that springs to the
minds of Sinn Fein members is whether or
not Chaim Herzog or the political organis-

represents will be asked to re-

nounce their support for violence before
any member of the Coalition government
agrees to meet him.”

@ Protest activities against the visit of
Herzog will include a picket of the Labour
Party offices in Dublin’s Gardiner Place
at 12.30pm on Tuesday, June 18th (Lab-

our’s Ruairi Quinn first issued the invit-

ation to Herzog), and a march from Par-
nell Square to the Free State Department
of Foreign Affairs on Wednesday, leaving
Parnell Square at 8pm.

Friends 0f pajpss;
estine
ONST

NO
WELCOmME
FOR
RACIST

This brutal oppression of dissent
is happening In one of NATO's
strongest member states (it has a
standing army of 800,000) and one
which is seeking to join the EEC

To mobilise international op-
Inion in favour of democratic rights
in Turkey, a meeting was held in
Buswell’s Hotel, Dublin, on Tuesday,
June 11th, to form an Irish branch of
the Committee for the Defence of
Democratic Rights in Turkey. The
meeting was chaired by John Mitchell,
general secretary of the IDATU
trade union, who has just returned
from a visit to Turkey. The invited
audience heard Dr Bedir Adyemir (a
founder member of the Turkish
Peace Association), Adnan Busac
(chairperson of the Turkish section
of the British Labour Party in Isling-
ton) and a leading member of Tur
key's Social Demaocratic Party give an
insight into life under one of Margaret
Thatcher's and Ronald Reagen's
favoured regimes.

Since the junta came to pow-
er in 1980, not only has the trade

TURKEY has been in the grip of a military d
past five years. The Turkish junta has imprisoned and tortured thou-
sands of political opponents, many of whom have suffered South
African police-style ‘accidents’ while in custody,

Unite against TurK

ship for the

unions’ right to strike been abolished
but so haes their right to negotiate.
Trade unionists are allowed to join a
political party but thoy are not
allowed to be active members or seek
nominations for local elections.

In the past five years, the cost
of living in Turkey has risen by
1.200% and real purchasing pow
er has been slashed by half

The SDP speaker (who cannot
be named for fear of retribution
when he returns home) told of
how SDP members and party activists
were harassed and arrested by the
police, and how, despite having many
local councillors, his party is barred
from state television and radio (sounds
familiar, doesn't it?).

‘STABLE DEMOCRACY"

Dr Bedir. Adyemir
the nature and strength of the
opposition to democratic reform as
coming from the US and other im-
perialist powers who see Turkey as
providing a base from which to main-

warned of

tain control over the Middle East

The Turkish dictatorship Is curr-
ently trying to promote the image
of a 'stable democracy’ to boost its
chances of gaining EEC membership
and to obtain Increased political,

@ On the platform at the Buswell’s Hotel meeting (left to right) Adnan Busac, John Mitchell and Dr Bedir Adyemir

economic and military aid to the
junta

It is essential that all socialists,
trade unionists and human rights
activists mobilise to expose the
reality of the political oppression in

mittee for the Defence of Democratic

Turkey.
Anyone wishing to join the Com-

Rights in Turkey, or find out more
information, should contact the
CDDRT at 9 Cavendish Row, Dublin.

Death of Diarmaid O Suilleabhain

THE GROUP of people who gathered at the Meath hospital last Thurs-
day, June 6th, to pay respect to Diarmaid O Sdilleabhain was a reflect-

ion of Diarmaid’s own personality.
There were Irish language activists,

that a man of such talent should die

writers, V per so y young.
educationalists, sports people and There are hundreds of people
faithful friends from Diarmaid's adop- throughout the country who share
ted county of Wexford. The prevail- that feeling.

ing feeling was one of great sadness

Many will recall Diarmaid from the

time he served on the Ardchombhairle
of Sinn Foin, Clear in thought, force-
ful in discussion, and always upholding
the strong traditional beliefs of his
native Beara, he played a brilliant
role in publicising the republican
cause.

When Diarmaid was jailed for six
months in 1972 for a speech he made
in Wexford, he used the time in Mount-

TORTHAI
CRANNCHUR

An Cumann Cabhrach Dublin com-
mittee

Manthly draw.

May: £100: No. 003; £50: 199;
£25: 359; £10: 28, 309, 320, 367,
396

Martin Forsythe Sinn Fein cumann
Election Draw:-

£150: P. Piper; £100: Paul Kelly;
£50: Ciss Malone; £25: J. Green:
£5: R. Duffy, Noel Marshall, P. O

Sheanachain, M. Kane, M. Langsdorf,
Martin Forsythe Sinn Fein cumann
Monthly Draw

May: E£100: Pat Grey; £50: Joey
zel; £25; Dave Moran; £10: Paddy.
Shanahan, Paul Kane, Patricia Mc-

PPRAC Draw

Framed handkerchiel: No. 27, Ste-
phen Morgan, Venlry Park, Cab
Bobby Sands plague: 56, B. M

Cormack, c/o Noel purse/
wallet: 212, Mrs McShane, aklands
59, Ann Dono-

Park, Dundalk;
van, Barnamore Park, Fin
pook token: 181, P. Pender, Carra-
roe Avenue, Donaghmede,

wn Green Cross
g:?;zrnzon-nu television: Mrs M.,
Goodman; t voucher: Mrs 8.
Coyle; framed photograph: Colm
Kennedy; bottle of spirits: Sean Mc-
Cann; chocolates: Margaret Rice.

-~
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Ta Sedn mor — Sean is big.

Ta Liam nios mo — Liam is bigger

'Sé Micheal is mo — Micheal is the big-
gest. r

Ta Eoin beag — Eoin is small.

Ta Eibhlin nios lu — Eibhifn is smaller.
‘Se Pé| is Iu — Paul is the smallest.
Deas, nios deise, is deise — Nice, nicer,
nicest.

Déanach, nios deanai, is déani — Late

etc.
Ban, nios baine, is baine — White etc.
Dubh, nios duibhe, is duibhe — Black
.
.Dézhuldi, nios dochasal, is dochasal
— Hopeful etc.
TRANSLATE
1. Dhein sf a cuid oibre go tapaidh,
2.'S{ Sile an cailin is fearr sarang.
3. Ta capall i bhfad nios troime na
coinin. %
T 3 8

4, 'Se Sean is Gige sa chlann sin.
5. Ta sé ag eiri nios measa gach la.
6. Buachaill cidin is ea Sean.
7. Sin an seomra is teo sa teach.
8. Bhi an aimsir nios deise inné.
9. Madra maith is ea Spota.

10. Tar nios luaithe amarach.

ANSWERS
1. She did herwork quickly.
2. Sile is the best girl in the class.
3. A horse is much heavier than a rab-
bit.
4, Sedn is the youngest in that family.
5. He is getting worse every year.
6. Sedn s a quiet boy.
7. That is the warmest room in the
house.
8. The weather was nicer yesterday.
9. Spot is a good dog.

joy well and gathered much material
for some of his subsequent writing. On
his release, he was debarred from his
teaching post but, due to the loyalty
of his colleagues and senior students
who paraded publicly on his behalf,
he was eventually reinstated.

CELEBRITY

Diarmaid was born in Beara, Coun-
ty Offaly, trained as a teacher in Duo-
lin, and lived and taught for most of
his life in Gorey. He read widely in
literature, history and philosophy,
won more literary prizes than any liv-
ing Irish author, and wrote over a
dozen volumes comprising novels,
short stories, poetry, biography, and
drama. At an early age Diarmaid was
already a celebrity, a leading author
in a country which has bever been
short of creative writers. In later years
he became something of a legend,
an inspiration to young writers and a
symbol of integrity who would not
bend his principles for cheap publicity..

He made use of spoken Irish in a
new and exciting way as a medium for
his type of creative writing. Especially
in his novels, the style reaches dimen-
sions of extraordinary depth and soph-
istication, His writing is in the fullest
stream of contemporary literature.

His creative energy was phenom-
enal, and we can only speculate as to
the new horizons in style and imag-
ination of which his early death has
cheated us. Once a friend and inspira-
tion, Diarmaid is now part of our cul-
tural heritage. He stands in the very
front rank of writers in 20thcentury
Ireland.

All the studied indifference of a
censored media cannot alter that fact.

® DIARMAID 6 SUILLEABHAIN

Diarmaid O Suilleabhdin lives on — in
his vision, in the sparkling texts which
came from his hand, in his unshake-
able belief in human potential.

COMRADESHIP

We remember him best for his
comradeship, good company and for
his service to the Republican Move-
ment. He hated British imperialism
and once said:

“Any talents which | may have |
shall always use to the best of my
ability to expose England’s cruelty
and treachery.”

His great and many talents were
used unsparingly. He enriched all our
lives and we are the poorer today
because of his passing.

Diarmaid O Sdilleabhain was buried
in Gorey, County Wexford, on Friday,
June 7th. The huge crowd of mourners
testified to his standing as a republican
and noted Gaelic scholar.

The oration at the graveside was
given by Pddraig O Snddaigh, well-
known Irish language activist. The

was d

by Seamus Twomey, and many of
Diarmaid’s republican comrades also
attended.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh na cruinne,
go raibh a anam uasal.
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@ British troops in West Belfast during

the Outdoor Relief riots of 1935

1933 Belfast riots

| BY PETER O'ROURKE I

DESPITE the display of solidarity

between Protestant and Catholic

workers during the hunger marches of 1932, Selfast in 1935 was once
more the scene of loyalist sectarian attacks against the nat-

jonalist population.

For the Unionist Party leadership
it was vital to keep the loyalty of the
protestant working class, and Orange
speeches fanned sectarian flames. The
worst offenders were the ranting anti-
Catholic bigots of the Ulster Protes-
tant League (UPL) which was formed
in 1931 ‘to safeguard the employ-
ment of Protestants’.

May 1935 was the silver jubilee
of the English king, George V, and was
treated in Belfast as a loyalist festival,
Tension escalated sharply during the
celebrations and shots were fired
into nationalist streets and Catholics
were beaten up on their way to work
in the York Street area.

At thé end of the k-long

curfew, the UPL, intent on pursuing
its sectarian objectives, held a rally on
May 31st which was followed by
shooting into New Dock Street.
Following another rally on June 12th,
sectarian attacks against the nat-
ionalist population reached its height
with loyalist mobs attacking Catholic
streets and shops.

SECTARIAN
During the weeks of sectarian
attacks that followed, armed mobs
attacked the nationalist area of the
Docks, burning and wrecking 56 hou-
ses. By now the rioting had spread
throughout Belfast.

Memorial

Mobs the Short Strand

unveiled

AT a moving y in Kilb

Kerry, on Sunday, June 2nd, a mem
grave of former Portlaoise prisoner a
who died tragically in June 1984,

Daithi O Connaill, who was on

hunger-strike with Brendan, gave the
oration and another fellow prisoner
Mat Leen, from Tralee, unveiled the
headstone.

Brendan Doherty’s death was un-
doubtedly the result of his sufferings
during eight years imprisonment and a

y. C d, County
orial headstone was unveiled on the
nd hunger-striker Brendan Doherty,

47-day hunger-strike in 1977, said
Richard Behal who chaired the cere-
mony.

Wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Doherty family, Oglaigh na hEireann,
the republican prisoners, Sinn Fein
and the Republican Graves Associat-
lon.

&

digs up
on

-
® A youn,

9 protestor
Cobblestones for ammuniti

ghetto in East Belfast and Catholic
homes and property in Sandy Row
and Peter’s Hill. Catholics were ex-
pelled from the shipyard and Catholic
girls were put out of the linen-mills
around York Street and the Crumlin
Road.

In the weeks of sectarian attacks,
11 people, nine of whom were nat-
ionalists, were killed and nearly 600
were Injured. There were 133 cases
of arson and 367 cases of malicious
damage resulting in 514 nationalist
families totalling some 2,241 people
being driven out of their homes. Hun-
dreds of nationalists lost their jobs,
many of them permanently.

The weeks of sectarian- attacks
by loyalist mobs against the nat-
ionalist population of Belfast began on
June 12th 1935, 50 years ago this
week. D
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CAMPBELL, Joseph. (13th Anni-
versary). In proud and loving mam-
ory of Flan Joseph Campoell, Flanna
Eirsann, Belfast, who died on active
v June 11th 1972 Thug so

service
» shaol oy a9 trold ar son saolrse
mhuintir na_ hEireann. Always re-

membered by his friends and com-
rades in Flanna Eireann.
GAUGHAN, Michasl. (11th Aani-
versary). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vol Michasi Gaughan who
died on hungerstrike on June 3rd
1974. | measc laochra na nGas! 90
raibh a anam dilis. Always remem-
bered by Sinn Fein cheantair Bun na
bhFal, Beal Feirste.

HEANEY, Oenis. (7th Anniversary).
Iin proud and loving memory of Vol
Denls Heaney, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was shot dead
while on active service by British
occupation forces on June 10th
1978. Fhad’s ata na huaigheanna
seo In Eirinn, ni bneidh siochain ann
gan saolrse. Always remembered Dy
his friends and comrades in the Derry
Brigade.

HEANEY, Denis. (7th Anniversary).
Derry Sinn Fein comhairle ceantair
remembers with pride Vol Denis
Heaney, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was killed on active
service on June 10th 1978. The
sole duty of revolutionaries is 1o
make the revolution.

McCANN, Paul. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory Of
INLA Vol Paul ‘Bonanza’ McCann
who was Killed on active service on
June 15th 1984, It was a sudden
parting, too bitter to forget. But In
the hearts that love you, one remem-
pered yet. Always remembered Dy
Paddy and Theresa Gallagher, Bren-
dan and Saolrse.

MCcCANN, Paul. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of
INLA Vol Paul ‘Bonanza’ McCann

June 15th 1984. R1P. Padre Pio, pray
for him. He died a soldier of Ireland,
to

&
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1979. RIP. Al
y his frienas and
o Irens Leonard

action on June 9th
ways remempered b
comrages Malachy an
and family.

McKENNA, Seoan.
ary). In proud and
Vol Sean McKenna wh
torture

(10tn Annivers
{oving memory of
o died from
he received
1975.
AP, Tioclaidn ar la. Always remam-
bered by Vincy Managian.
MULGREW, Colm. (9tn Annivers:
ary). In proud and lowing memoary of
Coim Mulgrew, Sinn Fein, who was
murdered by loyalists on June 5ih
1976. | measc laochra na nGael 90
raibh a anam dilis. Always remem-
pered by Sinn Fein cheantair Bun
na bNF al, Beal Feirste.

TURLEY, Danlel. (2nd Anniversary) .
in proud and loving memory af
my brother Daniel who died on
June 9th 1983. “When trutn Is buried
underground it grows, it chokes, It
gathers such an explosive force (hat
on the day it bursts out, it blows up
everything. | do not despair in tne
least of ultimate triumph, | repeat
with more intense conviction, tne
truth is on the march and nothing

will stop It.”" — Emile Zola. Always
remembered by his sister Mary,
and family,

brother-in-aw Paddy
USA.

TURLEY, Dan. (2nd Anniversary)
In proud and loving memory of Dan
Turley who died on June 9th 1983.
Sleep in peace comrade. Mass oif-
ered. Always remembered by Pol and
Patricia Wilson.

WHITE, Andy. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Andy
White who died on 12th June 1984.
May tne yreen soil of the land he
loved rest gently on his grave. Always
remembered by Joe, Bridie and fam-

iy.

WHITE, Andy. (lst Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of
Andy White who died on June 12th
1984. Will those who think ©f him
little prayer to Jesus say.

the
a socialist republic. Rest
easy young soldier for you sought
but tne falr land. Proudly remem-
bered by his comrade Crip (Crumlin

Road), also Jacqueline and the
children Christopher and Saoirse.
MCcELVANNA, Peadar. (6th Anni-

versary). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vol Peadar McElvanna, Og-
faigh na hEireann, who was Killed in

COMHBHRON

CASEY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the wife Mary, son Denis,
brother Michael and nephews and
nieces of Dinny Casey who died after
a short iliness on Friday, May 31st.
f rom Paddy Dundon.

MCcDONNELL. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Gerry on the sudden
death of his mother Susle.’ From
Sile and Marie.

O'SULLIVAN. The Cassidy family,
Campile, extends deepest sympathy
to the O'Sullivan family, Gorey, on
the death of Dermot.

O SUILLEABHAIN. Deinimid comh-
bhron le clann Diarmuid O Suilleabh-
ain. Gael ionraic, dills a bea e. Scribh-
neoir, poblachtanach agus Corcaloch
maith a bea e. At dheis De go raibh
a anam uasal. O chumann Shinn Fein
Sean Mistreal, An Lur, Condae an
Duin.

SHEEHY. Sincere sympathy to Sean
and the other members of the Sheehy
family on the death of Marie. RIP.

by Gerard, Ail-
een and family, Benburb.

IN PROUD AND LOVING MEM-
ORY of Vols Bobby Sands, Francis
Hughes, George McBrearty and
Charles Maguire wha died fighting
for Irish freedom in May 1981.
RIP. Always remembered by the
George McBrearty/Charles Maguire
Sinn Fein cumann, Letterkenny.

Mass offering arranged. From An

Cumann . Cabhrach, Walkinstown,
Dublin.
SHEEHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-

tended to the Sheehy family on the
death of Marle. RIP. Masses of fered.
from An Cumann Cabhrach, Dub-
lin,

SHEERIN. The women POWs in Ar-
magh extend their deepest sympathy
to their comrades Rose and Chris
on the death of their mother, a true
friend of Ireland. Naoimh Brigde
agus Pad-aic guide ar a son.
SHEERIN. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family of our dear
triend Sadie who dicd on June 3rd
1985. Mary, Queen ol the Gael, pray
for her. Always remembered and
sadly missed by POl and Patricia Wil-
son, Belfast. 5
SHEERIN. Deepest sympathy is ex-

tended to the sons, daughters and
relatives of our dear friend Sadie
Sheerin, a great Irishwoman and a

true patriot. Go ndeanfhaiah Dia
trocaire a anam. From Leo and
Maureen Wilson and Kathleen Mag-
err.

Pat Shannon
memorial

THE Dublin National Graves
Association branch unveiled a
headstone on the grave of Pat
Shannon in Glasnevin Cem-
etery on Sunday, June 9th. 5

Pat Shannon, a native of Gal-
way, died in the Royal Hospital
in Dublin last year. A deeply
committed republican, his service
to the Republican Movement was
outlined in an oration by Eamon
Mac Thomais, At the ceremony,
which was attended by many of
Pat Shannon’s comrades from the
‘30s and ‘40s, flowers were laid
on the grave by Mrs Duignam
and Maureen Callanan.

The headstone was unveiled
by Leo Duignam, and Sean Fitz-
patrick,  secretary  of the
Dublin NGA, presided.

Admhail

DOHERTY. The widow, mother and
sister of Brendan Doherty wish to ex-
press their gratitude to the Repub-
lican Movement and the Killarney
Republican Graves Association for
the tribute paid to Brendan on June
2nd. Our special thanks go to Rich-

ard Behal, chairperson of South
Kerry Sinn Fein, Redmond O'Sulli-
van and Donie Colfey of the Repub-
lican Graves, Daithi O Connaill who
gave the oration, the Pipers from
Clare, the colour parties, those who
laid wreaths, the foimer political
prisoner comrades of Brendan who
attended and to all who were present
at the parade and unveiling of the
memorial.

Beannachtai

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise).
Happy birthday, Shane. From Mum,
Dad, Gary and Jarlath.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise).
Happy birthday, big brother. From
Sharon, USA.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portiaoise).
Best wishes. From Granda, Leone,
Terry, Neil, Jane and T.C.
CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise).
Best wishes and good luck. From the
Mulligan family, Lusk.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise).
Birthday greetings. From Aunt Leo-
ne, Michael and Nancy.

CORRIGAN. Shane, (Portlaolse), Bir-
thday greetings and the best of luck.

From Anne Matthews and Theresa

Hoey.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise).
Happy birthday, Shane. All the best.
From Paddy and Bridie.

MCcFADDEN, Con. (Wakefield). Hap-
py birthday, Con. Best of luck
From Mother

ACFADDEN, Con. (Wakefield). Biith-
day agreetings, Con. All the best.
¥ rom Maureen, Eileen, Ann, Noeleen.
Paul, Emmet and Siobhan

McFADDEN, Con. (Wakefield). Birth-
day greetings and best wishes for
the future, Con. From An Cumann
Cabhrach, Walkinstown, Dublin.

MCcGLINCHEY, Dominic. (H-Block).
Birthday greetings, Dominic, for June
15th. God bless, From the Bellaghy
Republican POW Welfare Association.

-

Forty people travelled from Lon-
don, Birmingham and Southampton to
pay tribute to Michael Gaughan, who
died on June 3rd 1974 after being
force-fec in Parkhurst.

A wreath was laid by Tom Byrne
and the proceedings were chaired by
John French. The meeting was organi-
sed by the POW Campaign Committee

. in Britain. The nearby Albany Prison
was also picketed.

Michael Gaughan
commemoration

A CEREMONY to mark the 11th anniversary of tfle death on hul-jger.
: miksﬂnf'colunmer Michael Gaughan was held outside Parkhurst Prison,
Isle of Wight, on Sunday, June 2nd. -

SALLINS
CountyKildare :
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EVEF}YBODY Ioveg @ winner, so it is hardly
:‘urpnnng that politicians from far and wide

ave rushed to be personally associated with
Barry McGuigan's victory.

When Clones UDC decided to organise a local wel-
come-home for ‘the Cyclone’ which would express ‘the
iubilation in the town, they had hardly mentioned their
intention when Monaghan County Council decided that
it would have to be rep d on the welcoming plat-
form as well.

Subtle as a blitz, by Monday afternoon Fine Gael
Ceann Comhairle Tom Fitzpatrick phoned Clones to say
that he just happened to be travelling through the town
that evening and naturally he too would like to be in-
cluded on the platform.

he local welcome therefore became less and less
local as these “dignitaries’ clambered onto the platform
regardless of the fact that Clones UDC includes two Sinn
Fein members. So much for Fine Gael’s much-publicised
ministerial boycott of Sinn Feinl

Anyway, as these dignitaries queued up to grab the
microphcne they didn’t seem to mind that the crowd
below was getting soaked, bored and angry. A full 45
minutes they went on and on, but it took the brutally
honest Fine Gael chairperson of Monaghan County
Council to say what they all really meant to say.

Concluding his address the brazen Hugh McElvaney
roared at the crowd “and don’t forget your number ones
on June 20th!”"

They won't, Hugh, but | doubt if you'll be getting
many of them.

e

HANDS up all those Ped- rounds?
roza fans who changed Yes, well, ahem, me
loyalties after about two too.

IN its exuberance, the half-literate Daily Star really
made itself appear silly talking about McGuigan hailing
from “the township of Clones, County Bangor”’.

e
JOINING the Daily Star
in the idiocy stakes are
two Dublin city council
lors, Mary Freehill who
referred to the boxer as
‘Barry FitzGerald’, and
ACCORDING to the Dajly Telegraph, June 6th, there
were major fears for the life of former direct-ruler Roy
Mason after a garden gnome in a brown paper package
was left in Barnsley Town Hall, where Mason is a regular
visitor at his constituency clinic.

Mason, who is constantly. surrounded by Special
Branch officers, and whose house has been turned into
a fortress, recently fought off a left-wing attempt to oust
him at a reselection meeting. Whilst in Ireland his dimin-
utive size was often the subject of blunt discourses on
gables and walls, thus the reason for the recent security
scare.

A town hall spokesperson said:

“The incident poses a serious question about the sec-
urity in the building in that a stranger can walk in and
do this.”

Dr Hugh Byrne (a former
amateur boxer) who said
the featherweight champ-
lon was “a great heavy-
weight boxer”,

e

WHILST still in the North
of England,

a visit

by Diana to the industrial city

The Liam Oy Column

Subtle as

® Barry FitzGerald, from Clones, County Bangor

a blitz

been one of Newsnight’s frontline reporters for many
years.
wee

KEVIN FITZPATRICK, a ‘book’ being rum in Kill
Sinn Fein candidate for 0 the Grange garda bar-
Dun Laoghaire, has some racks in Dun Laoghaire,
strange people rooting for giving 5-1 odds on Kevin
him. Apparently there is gettinga seat.

FINE GAEL candidates are desperately resorting to any
means to scrape up votes in next week’s local govern-
ment elections. Louise Hennessey, vice-principal of St
Mary’s Secondary School in New Ross, County Wexford,
gave all pupils at the school a letter to take home to
their parents. (Scaring the life out of some of the child-
ren who had been up to no good and thought she was
touting on them).

Louise is standing in both the Urban District and
County Council areas. The letter, addressed to Dear
Parents, painted a glowing picture of her record in the
school and on the urban council of which she is a mem-
ber, and ended with an appeal for “your No1 preference
on polling day”’

Most recipients of the letter are furious at this abuse
of her position in the school, so Louise’s brain-wave
seems to have backfired!

of Sunderland resulted in
the police being called in
when a group of demon-
strators in a building over-

looking the royal ‘walk-
about’ waved placards say-

ing “Go home parasites!”
and “Hello, Big Ears”.
Police said they arrest-
ed two demonstrators and
confiscated posters as well
as a pair of large false ears,

ALL you begrudgers out
there will, no doubt, be
interested to learn that the
recent trip by Garret Fitz-
Gerald to America cost the

Free State taxpayers the
sum of £18,067.59. Just
to be rid of him for a
while, | reckon it was
worth every penny,

Prince Charles and Princess .

“en

WE' are guaranteed to see more of Lord Gerry Fitt-the-
Brit, now that his 31-year-old daughter Eileen has been
promoted to the post of producer with BBC2's News-
night.

Fitt’s son-in-law, the ebullient Vincent Hanna, has

L don't. You call it sport;
I callit barbarism:--

©CORMAC

All right - you like boxing;

Not at all! |f that's how you
get your kicks—waktching two
men punch each other sense -
less — it's okay with me!

THE multi-million pound refurbishment of Leinster
House has not ended. After the huge expense in install-
ing a new bar and building huge perimeter railings (not
to keep the animals in, | am assured) it was announced
this week that the final cost of a new visitors’ entrance
will be a staggering £233,000. And who elicited this
piece of information which should concern all those who
object to the waste of taxpayers” money? None other
than Workers Party leader Tomas Mac Giolla.

So what are you
whining about ?

BUT can this be the same
socially-concerned Tomas
Mac Giolla who, at a meet-

who voted against a pro-
posal to provide heating
for the people of Bally-

ing of Dublin Corporation
on Monday this week, was
one of only two people

mun during this cold spell
of weather? | think we
should be told!

ANOTHER Workers Party personality who comes to my
attention is Philomena Donnelly, their candidate in
Drumcondra, who admits having more in common with
Fine Gael’s extremely right-wing Alice Glenn than with
Sinn Fein’s Ann O’Sullivan. A proud boast, Philomena.

who makes his living by

I don't like someone

hitting people preaching
about peace--- 8

é{ﬂll{/
R

_——

How would you
like a smack in the
Kisser,you grubby
\ittle spoilsport 2

/§

and love to you
Coo, comrade!

LA

ey

READING  through the
financially-troubled  Sun-
day Tribune can sometimes
be a bit of a laugh. Take,
for instance, their report
of the Rome trial of sev-
en men on a charge of
conspiracy to murder Pope
John Paul Il, The only
evidence against the men,
four Turks and three Bul-
garians, is supplied by one
Ali Agca, a Turkish right-
wing terrorist who claims
that he is none ather than
Jesus Christ.

The Tribune report,
written by George Arm-

strong, says:

“The Rome trial is fas-
cinating because of the
performance of the star
witness, but no-one ex-
pects the whole truth to
emerge. It is a trial which
could never have reached
a British courtroom. The
indictment of the three
. Bulgarians remains so far
an impossible case based
on a selection of tall tales
told by Agca.”

And why does George
think such a case could
never reach a British court-
room? Perhaps there are
not enough defendants?
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