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MEMBERS of the
Dublin government al-
most called for the
resignation of RUC
chief Jack Hermon

== DIGE

Not because he is the head of a sectarian force whose
business is oppression. Not because his police have been
responsible for the deaths of innocent people by plastic
bullets and shoot-tokill tactics. Not even because, in
Forum-speak, he contributes to the ‘alienation’ of nation-

 Vicious
assault on

Goncerned
Parents

IN DUBLIN’S Liberties members
of the Concerned Parents Against
Drugs campaign and local residents
were attacked by baton-wielding
gardai on Wednesday evening, Oct-
ober 23rd. Their only crime was to
attempt to defend their children
from the menace of heroin. The in-
juries sustained, many of them
serious, the arrests and charging
of more than 20 of the protestors,
show that despite their talk of
community policirg the gardai were
clearly acting against the people.

:

alists in the six counties.

The uncharacteristic critic-
ism came because the Coalit-
ion government could not
leave unchallenged the idea
that they were not bending
over backwards to collaborate
with Britain in the campaign
to suppress the Republican
Movement.

The London-Dublin talks,
we are told, are at a crucial
stage. Republicans have main-
tained from the beginning that
nothing concrete can emerge
from them except more re-
pression and closer collaborat-
ion between British and Free
State forces. The argument
that Jack Hermon was talk-
ing out of school when he
said the Free Staters were not
doing enough does not hold
water.

Hermon may have been a
little carried away in the
atmosphere of the Houston
police conference, surrounded
as he was by comrades in
arms from police forces around
the globe.

NOTHING NEW

But public criticism of the
Dublin government for alleged
lack of co-operation with the
RUC is nothing new. When it
comes from British government
or RUC sources it has a defin-
ite purpose — the Dublin gov-
ernment is always sensitive to
criticisms from its senior part-
ner in Westminster. In com-
parison, the voice of the nat-
ionalist people whom Peter
Barry claims to represent fades
into silence.

Coalition  Ministers -were
quick to deny Hermon's re-
marks, with Peter Barry, Free
State Minister for Foreign
Affairs, ordering that a com-
plaint be delivered to the
British ambassador in Dublin
“directly and coldly”. Dick
Spring thought Hermon's posit-

ion, if he had said what he
said, was ‘wntenable” and
Garret FitzGerald, in New
York for a meeting of the UN,
declared that it was “7o put
it mildly, unhelpful”. Fitz-
Gerald always puts it mildly
when speaking to one of his
masters. :

In his address to the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United
Nations, FitzGerald gave a
pledge to the unionists, assur-
ing them once again that the
Coalition accepted their posit-
ion of superiority and priv-
ilege in the North and would
do nothing to change it.

CRAWLING

He was just as accepting
of the British explanation,
delivered on Wednesday, that
Hermon's remarks about the
RUC had been misreported.
The most noteworthy thing
about the exchanges on the
issue in Leinster House was
what was not mentioned.

Charles Haughey used the
opportunity to accuse Fitz-
Gerald of crawling to the
British. The talks should be
called off until the Hermon
wrangle was settled. Even as
he spoke, of course, the latest
Anglo-Irish flurry was over be-
cause the Coalition had dut-
ifully swallowed the British
excuse for Hermon's little in-
discretion.

That Free State soldiers
and gardai are increasingly
operating hand-inglove with
British forces on the border
was not at issue in the Leinster
House debate. Beneath the war
of words, the unspoken con-
census remained that such coll-
aboration was acceptable. Only
the Republican Movement can
challenge that consensus. And
the republican challenge is
what the London-Dublin talks
are all about.




‘TELL the world — freedom is at hand’.

Stirrir_lg words that strike a chord in the heart of
every Irish republican and in everyone who knows what
It is to suffer oppression. Words of hope that have
echoeFI .down through centuries of struggle against
colonialism, imperialism, fascism and despotism.

These words were spoken by Malesela Benjamin Moloise, Afri-

can National Congress activist and poet, as his mother paid her
last painful farewell to a son she would never see again. The cruel,
brutal South African regime that had sentenced her son to death
allowed her just 20 minutes with him on the eve of his death by
hanging.

Even in those last hours, there was no respite. Mamike Moloise
could not touch her son to comfort him, because the visit was
conducted through a glass screen,

The next day the authorities carrying out the judicial murder
of Benjamin Moloise refused to allow Mrs Moloise access to her
son, and callously informed her that his body would remain the
‘property of the state’.

Irish republicans watching last week'’s events unfold in South
Africa could not help but be reminded of the eventful days of
1981 and other years and compare their own experiences with
that of their comrades in struggle in South Africa. The South

African forces storming through the townships, killing and maim-

ing, conducting mass arrests, the British army and RUC saturating
nationalist areas — plastic bullets, lead bullets, dead children and
grieving families.

Benjamin Moloise, aged 28, ANC activist and poet, reminded
us instantly of Bobby Sands, aged 27, IRA Volunteer and poet.
Both made the ultimate sacrifice for their people, for a dream of
freedom, leaving a legacy of courage and determination that will
sustain both our peoples through the hard years ahead.

The callous of Benjamin Moloise’s mother by the
racist regime has its parallel with the treatment meted out to the
families of Irish republican prisoners in both the occupied six
counties and the twenty-six-county state.

We remember with bitterness the British treatment of Bobby
Sands’ mother and family, and how each of the hunger-strikers’
families were put through the treadmill of both British and Leins-
ter House cruelty.

Thomas McElwee, the ninth H-Block hunger-striker to die, was
denied visits from his family, even from his brother Benedict
incarcerated in the same prison. Tom's fiancee, a prisoner in Ar-
magh, was denied those last moments with the dying youth.
Similar stories can be told of every generation of Irish political
prisoners, of every generation of South African political pris-
oners.

This brand of cruelty knows no boundaries or borders. Since
the imposition of partition and the emergence of the twenty-
six-county state, the years of republican struggle are littered with
the victims of Leinster House intransigence and cruelty. Tony
D’Arcy, who died after 52 days on hunger-strike, on April 16th
1940 in Mountjoy Jail, was not allowed visits from his wife. His
comrade Sean McNeela was denied access to a priest.

But the torment does not end there, with the death of a tor-
tured soul.

Just as the South African regime denies families the custody |

of bodies of those they have murdered, so too do the British and
their servants in Leinster House. The bodies of the Drumboe
Martyrs, who were executed on March 14th 1923, became ‘the
property of the state’. Frank Stagg’s body was hijacked b_y the
gardai, after his death on hunger-strike in 1976. The gardai stole
the body, sealed off the church, occupied the gravgyard, dug
the grave, buried the body and poured cement over it to cover
their crime — depths of cruelty which even the Sout.h Afrncan
regime would find hard to match. Then the RUC hijacking (_)f
the corpses of Francis Hughes and Patsy O‘Hara. The munl:
ation of Patsy O’Hara’s body, the beating up of Francis Hughes
undertaker. .

States such as South Africa and the occupied six-county
Orange state can only rule through terror and cruelty, can only
survive with the apparatus of repression and oppression, arlld can
only be sustained with the open assistance and collaboyatmn of
countries like Britain and the USA, and with the connivance of
institutions such as in Leinster House.

The South Africans could only have flown in the face_of
international opinion and protest with the closest co-operation
from Britain and the USA. The British could only have muvder-
ed the ten hunger-strikers with the closest co-operation and
assistance from Leinster House.

The racist regime will remain in power whilst Britain, the USA
and other powers continue to support it. Thg Oranpe state and
British rule in Ireland can only be sustained whilst Lem_ster House
continues its slavish and subservient role in the destiny of our
cou[’)‘:z;ibing her son the night before his execution, Mamike
Moloise declared: Ve

“He is strong, stronger than | have ever seen him.

In similar circumstances, Bobby Sands’ sister Marcella used

imil rds: .
nm"’ll:/'h::'/c/ see the courage and strength that he has shown, it
jves me strength to carry on.”"
gIVEBsenjamim gl\;oloise and Bobby Sands have left us a legacy -
the knowledge that we are right, that we are strong, with the
strength that comes from years of strqule and sacrifice.

Let us salute their memory by securing that legacy.

city centre
devastated

OVER one-and-a-half million pounds of damage was caus-
ed in a massive IRA bomb attack on the commercial centre
of Derry on Friday night, October 18th.

Earlier the same évening, the
IRA operation commenced with
the commandeering of a van in
the Creggan area. A 300lb bomb
was placed on board and short-
ly after 8pm the bomb was put
in position at the junction of
Castle Street and Shipquay Street
and the firing set primed.

Warnings were given and an
hour later the bomb detonated,
inflicting major structural and
blast damage on surrounding
property. Later estimates put the
cost of the damage in excess of
one-and-a-half million pounds,

In a statement Derry Brigade
IRA claimed adequate warnings
had been given and that “re-
sponsibility lay with the RUC
for a number of civilian casualt-
ies”. The statement went on to
say that the IRA “has always
taken great pains to guard against
civilians being injured”’.

LURGAN

On Sunday, October 20th, IRA
Volunteers from the North Arm-
agh Brigade shot and seriously
wounded a member of the RUC,

Acting on intelligence inform-
ation, an ASU prepared an am-
bush at Lurgan Golf Club. As the
RUC man finished his round of
golf, an IRA Volunteer using an
Armalite rifle fired several shots
hitting the RUC man in the head.

BELFAST

the IRA’s Belfast Brigade issued
a further statement in relation
to criminal activity in the city,
saying:

“SEVERAL weeks ago Bel-
fast Brigade issued a state-

ment in which we named a

On Wednesday, October 23rd, %ﬁ

number of criminals involyed i
serious criminal activity in g,
Belfast area. All were Warned
that they had 48 hours to come
forward and satisfy the |p
that' they would not reinvolye
themselves in such behaviour o
we would insist that they leaye
the country.

A number of these individuals
did come forward and admitted
their part in specific criminal
actions. They all gave assurances
not to reinvolve themselves in
criminal acts.

e

The Irish Republican Army
has accepted these assurances but
we made it perfectly clear toall
concerned that the onus is on
them to prove that they have
reformed. Should they at any
time in the future become rein-
volved in criminal activities, act-
ion will be taken against them.

Those covered by this arrange- |
ment are: Brendan Healey, Brian
Glenholmes, Paul McKay, Harry I
Nolan and Gerry Flynn.

Among those who evepluallv
came forward was Martin Mo
Nally who had puhliclyvrelused
to leave Belfast after being told
to do so. The Workers Party
attempted to publicly embams:
the IRA by claiming to suppor.
McNally. After getting a sm:s
ment printed in the local pv“!nc:
the Workers Party abandoned
Nally who left Belfast and mov!
to England.

ives
After approaches from ':I:'i::l
and guarantees of good be aa"m'.
from McNally, he has been
ed to return.

The lrish Republican AR "
fully aware of the trement
har;ship inflicted on the "‘,::‘:n
alist people of Belfast by C'doin!
als. We are committed wlwim
all within our power to df: mus
this problem. However. It = o
be said that our communt¥ i,
also positively in

volve iA
tackling this issue. The.:lf:m
cannot solve this Pr®

on its own.
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THE LONDON-DUBLIN TALKS
are [n bad shape. As the summit
meeting draws nearer the ‘package’
which s rumoured to be under
discussion appears to be getting
smaller and smaller.

Two years ago, we were told this
Wwas the “greatest nationalist initiative
since partition”, At least those were
Hume's words to describe the Dublin
Forum.

It has been downhill all the way since|(
then., From a ‘multiple choice’ Forum
feport to its blunt rejection by the Brits,
to a new ‘internal settlement’ of the
North with Dublin participation, to
Wwhat now seems little more than a hand-
ful of cosmetic reforms and a ‘hotline’
for Duplin ministers to whinge to London
about it all. The Orange state survives
in all its ugly injustice and repressive
cruelty.

Nationalist expectations will be well
down anyway. SDLP leader John Hume
has been seeing to it for the last two
months, Last Sunday on Radio Foyle
he was at it again, warning nationalists
not to expect a “final settlement” but
rther the start of a “process”, which he
said would bring “equality of treatment”’
and eventually “reconciliation”. Hume's
‘slagg three’ — Irish unity — was not even
mentioned.

But /rish News readers were told by
Belfast SDLP Councillor Cormac Boomer
on Monday, October 21st, that Irish
unity was “an honourable and worth-
while objective.... for future gener-
ations”. As for now, Boomer said, prob-
ably reflecting a view of a sizeable faction
of the SDLP, the demand for Irish unity
was “‘totally unrealistic”. What mattered
was to achieve “much-needed and long-
overdue changes in the political struc-
tures of Northern Ireland” so that “terror-
ism” could be “more effectively tackled
and subdued”. And that, incidentally,
puts paid to the ‘Irish dimension’ which
the SDLP has been clamouring for all
these years.

SHRIEKING

Meanwhile, unionists are still shriek-
ing as if their position was in danger. Yet
not a week passes but some British or
Dublin official makes a speech directly
aimed at reassuring them. The unionists
must easily rank among the most cosset-
ted and placated minorities in the world:
given the complete run of the place,
pandered to in every way and constantly
reassured that they won't be “so/d-out™.
On Friday, October 18th, British direct-
ruler Tom King promised them again
that nothing would be agreed “which
would resemble joint sovereignty or auth-
ority”.

Nevertheless unionist sabre-rattling
continues. Last week the DUP warned
that the electricity service was “stock-
piling” light oil, no doubt to run auto-

DOWNHILL
SUMMIT
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mated standby generators In case of a
loyalist strike affecting power-stations.
The Orange Order announced at the
weekend that its members were “on
standby”™ for an “emergency conference
within hours of a summit™. And Paisley,
who last week had promised that a sell-
out would be “Tesisted onto death” —
whose death he did not say, innocent
Catholics presumably — on Sunday, Octo-
ber 20th, warned that loyalists had a
“Well-stocked-up armoury ~.

As for ex-DUP member and arch-
bigot George Seawright, after removing
a Tricolour from Ardoyne Community
Centre in the small hours of Friday, Octo-
ber 18th, he announced that he would
personally lead a bombing attack on
Dublin.

John Taylor of the OUP, the man who
in a speech less than a month ago had im-
plied that “a few bombs in the South”
might do the trick, he has seemingly
renounced the armed struggle and
become an advocate of economic mea-
sures. In a speech on Friday, October

® JACK HERMON

18th, he suggested a holiday boycott
of the South by unionists, and an FEA
investigation of Free State companies
In the North, such as Dunnes and the
Bank of lreland — causing warried state-
mants of protest from the above-men-

tianed.
IRRITANT

But apart from the secrecy surround-
ing the London-Dublin talks, the great-
est irritant for unionists is definitely
Sinn "Feln and its presence on the
councils. On Wednesday, October 17th,
a Church of Ireland bishop, Dr Mehaf-
foy, called Sinn Fein‘s presence on the
councils “intolerable” and asked the
British to take measures in order t©
prevent Sinn Fein from “holding public
office.” Mehaffey also asked unionists
to show “a willingness to share power*™ —
presumably with carefully chosen Cath-
olics, not just any old elected represen-
tative.

Mehaffey’s statement was slammed by
Derry elected representative Martin Mc-
Guinness who noted that “before Sinn
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Fein’s electoral success, Sinn Felq’s
right to hold office was never questio-
ned” — now unionists “seek to over:
turn the results”, McGuinness said,
and accused Mehaffey of remaining
silent when loyalist politicians made
sectarian speeches “which often led
directly to the murder of innocent nat-
lonalists”.

And on Sunday, October 20th, OUP
secretary Frank Millar declared that
the British “now accepted they couldn’t
continue to ignore the Sinn Fein pre-
sence” — apparently so much was implied
by British officials at a meeting with
unionist councillors at the weekend —
but, Millar warned, an “ant/-violence
pledge” would not be enough as “Sinn
Fein might take such a pledge”’: what the
unionists want is total proscription. And
indeed they might still get it. If the
British are looking for a way to calm
unionists down after the summit, they
may take measures against republicans.

Indeed the heavy Brit and Free State
presence in border areas in the last
few weeks, and a resumption of the
show-trials tactics with the emergence
last week of a paid-perjurer in Derry,
point to what will be for Northern nat-
ionalists the most lasting effect of the
London-Dublin talks: increased repres-
sion,

HERMON

But all this is still not enough for
RUC chief John Hermon who made
remarks at a police seminar in Texas
last week about the Free State's “/ack of
interest in penetrating the flendish
IRA”, Hermon, who apparently thought
his comments would not be reported in
Ireland, said that out of 94 extradition
requests made by the RUC to Dublin,
only three had been granted, and that
Dublin had depleted its police force in
border areas to bring them back to
Dublin and help fight the drug problem.

Hermon's comments, reported in the
Texan and Canadian press and relayed
by the /rish Times, have started a full-
scale controversy in Dublin, with the
British ambassador summoned to the
Foreign Affairs Department and asked
to investigate Hermon's comments. But
Free State deputy premier Dick Spring
said the comments were also the
responsibility of the British government.
And SDLP deputy leader Seamus Mallon
remarked that Hermon might have been
trying to “influence matters” in the
London-Dublin talks.

This may well be the result of Her-
mon's controversial remarks. But in any
case they have received a warm welcome
from loyalist politicians who had been
feeling somewhat estranged from ‘their
polica force’ since a few Orange parades
had been re-routed last Summer. So
things are looking up for loyalists.

Now if only Sinn Fein was banned,
they would be perfectly happy in their
little statelet...

Goncessions o
SHfESE
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BY CHARLIE McFADDEN

FitzGerald’s Coal

In fact, the package — which
amounts to a virtwal U-turn on
their Building on Reality policy
document — was hurriedly thrown
together to soothe the increas-
ing tensions which are develop-
ing between Fine Gael and Lab-
our. The poor showing of the
Coalition in recent opinion polls
was also a major factor.

AFTER 15 weeks of paid leave, Leinster House deputies
returned to ‘work’ on Wednesday, October 23rd, to hear
on unveil an economic package which,
they would have us believe, will cure all the twenty-six
counties’ economic ills in one fell swoop.

So, far from being a realistic
attempt at job creation and tax
reform, the Coalition proposals
have been seen as a simple exer-
cise in political expediency and
clumsy public relations.

- The main thrust of the Dublin
government’s proposals are:

® The provision for urban re-
newal in Dublin, Cork and Lim-

erick by giving major incentives
o property speculators and other
inducements such as a ten-year
‘rate-free’ period to new busin-
ess projects.

® An increase in the number
of county sheriffs and tax coll-
ectors in addition to the creat-
ion of local tax investigators,
® The waiving of PRSI con-

essential areas’. But worries have
been expressed that this will
inevitably lead to further cuts
in the health, education and soc-
ial welfare sectors.

The so-called tax reforms have
left the PAYE sector untouched
and this sector still carries an
unjust and disproportionate bur-
den of taxation. Instead, large

trib for employers who take
on new employees.
FURTHER CUTS

The Coalition maintain that
these proposals will be financed
‘less

by reductions in other

of tax-payers’ money
will be spent on concessions to
big business in the hope that this
will stimulate economic growth.
All this despite the fact that the
private sector has consistently
failed the Irish economy.
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SINCE Monday, Aug-
ust 19th, ESB lines-
& men, drivers and gen-
eral workers in Cork
have been engaged in
an unofficial dispute,

Without any consul-

tation, local ESB management have
Bl n ™

-
\ﬁ in working conditions which would dir-
.
-

ectly lead to redundancies. The workers
Were not prepared to accept such alter-
ations to agreed working conditions and
refused to accept instructions from
management which they felt would be a
breach of agreed procedure. Forty-
one workers were suspended, and pickets
were placed on August 17th.

Harassment of the strikers by gardai
reached a high point on Monday and
Tuesday, October 14th and 15th, when
the Special Branch made pre-dawn raids
on the homes of five strike leaders,
arrested them under Section 30 and held
them for over 40 hours in scattered loc-
ations around Cork.

In protest at these arrests the work-
ers and their families staged a protest
march through Cork city on Saturday,
October 19th. Over 300 people partic-
ipated in the demonstration which at-
tracted considerable support from local
people. During the demonstration a one-
minute silence was observed outside the
_local branch of Dunnes Stores as a mark
of respect to murdered South African

with the anti-apartheid strikers in Dublin,

* * *

The cleaners’ dispute at University
College Dublin continues this week and
the pickets have proved 100% effective
in keeping out all cleaning staff. How-
ever, last weekend Chief Bursar of the
College, J.P. McHale, organised scabs
from amongst the lecturers (it is suspect-
ed some dissident students also scabbed)
to clean the university.

In an act of solidarity With.the strik-
ers, UCD Sinn Fein cancelled a public
meeting in the college, which was to be
addressed by Martin McGuinness and
Derry City Councillor Mitchel McLaugh-
lin on the theme The /rish Struggle —
A Just War. The meeting had been ar-
ranged prior to the dispute and will be

ment UCD Sinn
Sean de Brun said:

“Sinn Fein fully supports the clean-
ers’” struggle for jobs and will continue
to use whatever means are at our dispos-
al to ensure victory for the workers.”

Fein spokesperson

* % %

Still on the subject of universities,
on Thursday, October 17th, Magee Un-
iversity in Derry was brought to a stand-
still when the university’s catering staff
went on strike. They were supported by
office workers, lecturers and students
who refused to cross the picket line.
The official NUPE strike was called after
months of what shop-steward Harry
Hasson called “compassionate pleas by
the catering staff for an increase in num-
bers”.

At present the catering staff consists
of nine people, only one of whom is a
qualified cook, and they are expected
to cope with the large influx of new
students and academics since the univer-
sity expanded this year, almost doub-
ling its numbers. Money has been made
available by the university authorities
for increased facilities for the new stud-
ents, but none has been allocated to
-create new jobs and expand the over-
worked catering department,

The NUPE picket was a great success.
Other workers, academics and students,
including Sinn Fein Councillor Gerry
Doherty who is president of Magee
Students Union, turned up to show their
support for the strike action and on Fri-
day the picket was called off when the

iversity authorities capitulated to the
catering staff’s demands.

* % *

Buses will not be running in Dublin
city after 7.30pm on Friday, October
25th. The fcur-hour stoppage is to high-
light the escalating number of vicious
assaults on bus crews in the city and has

poet Benjamin Moloise and in solidarity ||

re-scheduled for a Jater date. In a state-

o
e

Confrontat
n

C

BY DONAL LYONS

the backing of all unions within CIE.
The workers are demanding that greater
safety measures ~be _implemented for
crews, and that ‘drop safes’ be introduced
on buses to lessen the temptation for
anti-social elements.
%k

Pickets have been placed on the NET

fertiliser factory in Arklow this week

- by the ITGWU. The dispute is over at-

tempts to introduce a new ‘rationalis-
ation’ plan which will mean a total of
140 redundancies and increased work-
loads for plant operators in some areas
of the factory. The strike by the 150
plant operators is official and has halted
fertiliser production at the factory.
All other sections of the workforce are
working normally by agreement with the

strikers, R

As reported some months ago in this
paper, “various Free State ‘agencies and
departments, including Dublin Corporat-
ion and AnCO, are employing security
companies who pay their workers less
than the legal minimum rates of pay.

This week four security firms are to
appear in the Labour Court for breach-
ing the registered pay agreement. All
four companies have contracts with the
Free State and one pays their employees
the princely sum of 50p per hour while
the legal rate is currently £2.59 per
hour. Dublin Corporation, in particular,
is assisting unscrupulous employers to
exploit vulnerable workers. In an at
tempt to justify their policy, the Corpor-
ation have said that their “sole criteria
for accepting a tender was price and
reputation of the firm involved”,

* * %

A detailed submission from the ICTU
to Leinster House states that an income-
related pension scheme remains a prim-
ary demand of the trade union move-

ment. The — O

® Unemployment protest outside Leinster House by the L
October 23rd

al Pensions Board, which must include
trade union representatives, to super-
vise, enforce and review pensions law.

* *

The first-ever Irish_consultative con-
ference of the National Union of Journ-
alists in lreland, at the weekend, voted
to call for a one-day strike by journalists
when Leinster House next renews Section
31 of the Broadcasting Act. The motion
was proposed by the RTE branch, whose
chairperson informed conference that
RTE journalists had voted by a two-to-
one majority to take industrial action
on the issue.

Also at the conference,-a motion was
passed condemning the “4nhuman and
degrading” practice of strip-searching in
Armagh jail. The meeting also voted to
contribute £5,000 of union funds to the
Dunnes Stores strike fund. However, the
motion which generated the most debate
was one condemning SPUC’s attempts
“to obstruct and deny women access to
information on fertility control and
pregnancy counselling”’, Immediately aft-
er the vote on this issue was carried, the
father of the NUJ chapel at the Irish
Independent, Kevin Moore, who is also
vicechairperson of the union's Irish
Industrial Council, announced he was
resigning from the union and walked
out of the conference.

* % %

The jobs of 400 workers at the Jap-
anese Asahi company at Killala, County
Mayo, are in jeopardy over Mmanagement'’s
detevm.lnanon to steamroll the work-
force into accepting their dictates. At
t!ng centre of the dispute are nine elect-
ricians who were sacked when they re-
fused to use their private transport for
company business. Workers at the com-
pany’s two,planm are outraged at man-

Pensions, The Need for Reform — states
that the present law on the information

rights of ploy of

a s 9’ tactics on  thi:
Issue and a spokesperson Points to thes

N progress when

funds is totally inadequate.

It calls for greater information rights
and urges the appointment of worker
trustees to pension funds, legislation to
stop sex discrimination in pensions,
and the bli: of an O i

:’a'ct that “talks were j)
e kers, members of the
the AUEW, were dismissed”, R 2nd
\ * % %
Further confirmation of i
of the hlgh-tech industry in th: twe:rl:tr::

six comes with the closure of
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@ Marching against the arrest of striki
workers in Cork on Saturday, October 1

e

Information Sources Ltd in Galwzv
The company ceased operations on Mon.
day, October 21st, with the |ogs of 50 7
jobs, and a Limerick receiver, D!’mot%
Fitzgerald, has been appointed. Inform. 7
ation Sources Ltd was establisheq i ﬁ//fﬁ
August 1982 for the purpose of compil. %
ing computer databases to service lhe?}
software library market. 7
®* * ®

Sna sé chondae an tseachtain sq
caite chuaigh gniomhafocht na muinte.
oiri on NAS-UWT agus INTO i bhfeidhm
ar gach ceantar oideachais. Dé Miin
15 Deireadh Fombhair bhi 279 scoil dinta
le leathlae agus bhi nfos mé na mie
muinteair_pairteach sa stailc. De Chead.
aoin 16 Deireadh Fomhair bh{ an gniomh
céanna a ghlacadh sa limistéar thoi
thuaidh agus Déardaoin bh{ muimmi(,
sna medn-scoileanna i mBéal Feirst
agus sna bunscoileanna i gceantar an A
iarthair ar stailc.

* * *

The Dunnes Stores anti-apartheid
strike at Henry Street, Dublin, has been
escalated in recent weeks with round-
theclock pickets frustrating scab deli
eries of basic foodstuffs.

Two of the Dunnes strikers, Kare
Gearon and Michelle Gavin, return
from a nineday visit to the United
States on Tuesday week, October 15th
where they addressed the United Nal
ions Special Committee Against Aparth
eid.

As well as speaking at a mass rall
outside Citibank on 53rd Street (on
of the largest investors in South Africa
the strikers met representatives fro
the ANC, South African Congress of
Trade Unions and SWAPO. Talks were &

didate Jesse Jackson
Robson, head, of the US equivalent ©
the Dunnes strikers’ union.

The visit was organised by the AFL
ClO, the American counterpart of th
ICTU.

* * *

AnCO, the Free State training auth-
ority, found itself in the District Court
this week after reneging on 2 ;_nomls!
to two former trainees. The pair Wert
promised three months work after com™ i
pletion of a 16-week training course a':
career guidance schemes. They didn
even get to complete the initial cour®
and found themselves back on the dol®
Queue.

Rather than take this lying dm-:"
they initiated court proceedings '9"“_
AnCO for breach of contract, but ed
fore the case reached court AnCO s
outside and reputedly gave the comP \
ants £2 500 apiece. el

n,

lain-

7




THE UNCERTAINTY surrounding
v2v5-ye§f-old Derry woman Angela
horiskey, whom the RUC appear
to be Pressurising to act as a paid-
perjurer, continued over the past
week, during which 11 local men
and women were charged.
acrm 14 people arrested .in mass raids
15(?‘“ Derry on Tuesday last, October
+ 12 have since been charged with
;!:ig’ed'lRA-velated activities, on the
Of statements allegedly signed b
Whoriskey. Of these, ﬁse xeregsubseqy-
uently granted bail. and one has been
freed.

One of the accused, Philomena Little
from Shantallow, who suffers from high
blood pressure, had given birth to her
second child only five days before her
arrest, she was charged on Monday at a
special ‘court in the military wing of
Musgrave Park Hospital, where she had
been denied access to her “ baby, her
family and her own doctor.

Meanwhile, details have emerged of
brutal beatings suffered by several of
those arrested during interrogation, By
means of this ill-treatment, the RUC
presumably intended to pressurise several
people into signing self-incriminating
statements and/or acting as paid-perjur-
ers,

ASSAULTED
In Castlereagh, John Donnelly was
forged to stand against the wall for long
periods, and when he collapsed or at-
ter_npted to sit, he was pulled up by the
hair and assaulted. Patrick McEleny,
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signed to remove her into AUC custody, %
which the RUC presumably hoped would /
secure their hold over her. The applicat-
jon was supported by crown lawyers,
but the High Court judge refused it,
citing previous ' precedents, and also
presumably out of fear of future crit-
icisms of RUC-judicial collusion should
Whoriskey eventually retract.

IMAGE

Similar concern at the tarnished im-
age of the North’s colonial judiciary
was in evidence on Tuesday, October
22nd, when one of the accused, John
Donnelly, who is charged with possess-
ion of a rifle, applied for bail.

Donnelly’s lawyers pointed out that
Whoriskey’s counsel had stated in court 7
last week that they do not necessarily %
accept her statements as true and volun- ;/&
tary. In response, Diplock judge Mac- /
Dermott cautiously ordered the prosecut-
jon to determine whether or not Whor-
iskey definitely intends to give evidence.

MacDermott ordered the report to be
given to a resumed hearing on Friday.

CYNICISM

The man freed on Monday was Thom-
as Mellon, Sinn Fein’s Derry organiser,
whose case shows the cynicism behind
current RUC efforts to ‘refine’ the dis-
credited paid-perjurer system.

Mellon was charged with alleged IRA
membership. He was freed after a Belfast
magistrate was told that he has twice
been tried on exactly the same charge,
covering the same period of time, on the
word of paid-perjurers Robert Quigley
and Raymond Gilmour, and was acquit-

-
A

A%

R

vj\_aho is married with one child, and 5 Last ;hund.; nlwh(,Rchbcr 171h, a torchlight procession o; ao: ;:;:pll mlalrchtdl;rlom |‘h- Bm ted on both occasions.
side to Derry’s Strand Road RUC Station, where they mounted a half-hour silent vigil against P
e:mmy Mellon were also severely beat- Doy e iThe protestors, who included relatives o] hioke errostsd sl Sipn  Feldsoced e’ poimels:ie: n:‘:\emmg;isggt:n?: s:' Bg’l!arl:!llee
Meanwhile the RUC £ resentatives, refused to disperse despite a heavy and Intimidatory RUC presence on the streets through-| %, £ Taad S Pk the RUC.

San seem intent on Moyt the march and despite repeated RUC warnings that the peaceful protest was “7/legal”” and thatfj — and belated — rebuke to the :
convincing Angela Whoriskey that there Mleveryone there was liable to prosecution. Mellon had been detained for two
is no going back by separating her from years on those previous charges — two
all points of local contact, to the extent such injustices, it would seem, are quite
that last Wednesday her 18-month- acceptable to the North’s courts, but
old daughter, her father Henry, brother three are just ‘a too much’.

Joseph and sister Marie were removed of RUC Inspector Norman Duddy in
from Derry by the RUC. March 1982, and a bail hearing on Thurs-
Whoriskey is charged with the killing day last, October 17th, was clearly de-

ittempts to . break
of the prisoners, morale in
Armagh was high

Also on the delegation were
Christine Carney, Assistant Gen-
eral Secretary LGPSU, Noirin
Greene, Executive Committee

the . spirit

Derry death threat

IN THE EARLY HOURS of Tuesday, October 8th, British
soldiers were spotted spraying slogans on the gable wall of
the Wray home in the Bogside area of Derry.

The death threat — “Wray
you are dead meat” — was direct-
ed at 22-yearold John Wray,
who for almost a year now has
been the victim of a rigourous
and sustained campaign of in-
timidation and harassment by the
RUC and British army. The
victimisation of John Wray began

" soon after his release last year

* from three days of incarceral@on
in Strand Road interrogation
centre. Since that time he has

been continually harassed by
British army and RUC patrols,
and members of his family stop-
ped in the street and told by the
Brits/RUC to warn John to
“watch himself, for something
might happen to him*’.

The Wray family are no stran-
gers to British army violence,
threatened or actual, for they
have already lost one son to a
British army murder squad. John's
brother James was shot in the

back three times by British para-
troopers on Bloody Sunday 1972,
and John has been taunted about
his brother’s death on countless
occasions by RUC and British
army-personnel.

It is not surprising, then,
that the family are taking last
Tuesday’s death threat very ser-
iously. John's father, James Coyle
Wray, spoke to AP/RN of his
concern  for his/son’s life, and
said that people who are being
tormented by British army death
threats should organise together
and make it known to the public

B e R e Y,

seéking. a  visit: 1o Portlaoise
Prison to investigate allegations
of strip-searching there,
STRIP-SEARCH
PICKETS

The re-opening of Dublin's

day,, October 23rd
Former

Armagh  prisoner

The protestors then blocked
the road for 20 minutes.
Members of the Clondalkin,
Ballyfermot and Inchicore Stop
the Strip-Searches action groups
picketed  Ballyfermot . Senjor
College on Tuesday, October
22nd, where Coalition Minister
State . for” Wome Affairs

MEP 'Niall, Andrew Stras.

bourg on  Tuesday, October

Sreige Brownlee addressed the 22nd. He added that this “ab-
crowd and condemned the in- wse of authority”” had been
action of the Free State govern- condoned by people who would
ment on the issue of strip- purport to uphold human free-
searching,

dom and dignity elsewhere.

.

®James Coyle Wray points t

that they are being terrorised
and victimised by “state terror-
ists, masquerading in uniform as a
law and order force protecting
the community .

Sinn Fein councillor for the
area, Mitchel McLaughlin, said
that; “All such threats should be

o the death threat to his soi

n's life

noted down and taken seriously,
considering the number of times
threats like these have been made
in the past, and the intended
victim * later murdered by the
British army, RUC, SAS or loy-
alist groups, in mysterious circum-
stances.




GARDAI launched a v
of the Concerned P,
(CPAD)
October 23rd.

Since last weekend, local
people and anti-drugs pro-
testors  from around the
city had been picketing the
house of a woman known
as ‘Ma Baker’ and her fam-
ily who are widely believ-
ed to be heroin-pushers in
the area,

After the family finally
left the house in Cathedral
View near Clanbrassil Street
on  Wednesday morning,
members of the CPAD and
local residents occupied the
house to prevent the family
from returning. About 150
residents had gathered out-
side the house, which was
surrounded by gardai.

Clad in riot helmets and
armed with shields and
batons, the gardai used a
battering-ram and hatchets
to break down the doors
and get at the protestors
who were occupying an up-
stairs bedroom. They then
forced the protestors to run
a gauntlet of batons and
kicks, out of the bedroom
and down the stairs. One
occupier jumped out the
window and was batoned
as he fell to the ground.

MERCILESS

Many people were injur-
ed in the merciless use of
batons by the gardai. One
man suffered a suspected
fractured skull and was
rushed ‘to St,James’ Hos-
pital.

Also badly injured was
John Coombes of the Lib-

erties CPAD who was
knocked down by a black
Maria and trampled by
gardai. He -sustained two

broken toes and was also

985
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icious attack on members
n "arents against Drugs movement
in Dublin’s Liberties on Wednesday,

BY MAIRTIN
MAC DIARMADA

suffering from chest pains
when he was

taken to
hospital.
Over 20 people were

arrested and taken to Kevin
Street Barracks. Many of
these were injured and in
need of immediate medical
attention. They included
several people with head
wounds inflicted by batons
and Sinn Fein member and
anti-drugs activist Rose Dug-
dale whose arm had been
broken after she was thrown
down the stairs. The gardai
refused to let relatives or
friends see any of the
arrested.

ASSEMBLED

Meanwhile, a large crowd
gathered outside Kevin Street
Barracks. By 8pm around 300
people had assembled and the
gardai began to release the
Pprotestors one by one, having
charged them with breach of the
peace, trespass and assault, As
they came out they were greet-
ed with enthusiastic applause
and chaired through the crowd
amid shouts of “Pushers out/”
and “Gardai want the pushers
inl”,

)

Among those injured and : 2 CPAD
arrested  was  John Hedges, ® John Hedges, Dublin Sinn Fein PRO (/eft), and other
Dublin  Sinn  Fein publicity supporters are brutally dragged into garda custody

officer,

who was covering the

protest for AP/RN, and John
Crabbe, a Sinn Fein community

worker in the South Inner
City.
When all the people had

been released ‘Whacker’ Humph-
ries,a.leading anti-drugs activ-
ist_from St Theresa.Gardens,
who had also been detained,
spoke to the crowd:

“We have seen today the
extent of police brutality. We
know the gardai have been
protecting drug-pushers but we

say to them that Ma Baker
doesn’t get back no matter
what they do.”

He said that in the house
they had found a contact num-
ber for the local barracks and
for the garda Task Force.

GARDA
COLLUSION

The true extent of the garda
collusion with suspected drug-
pushers can be gauged from the
fact that the protestors also
found containers filled with

|8y MaiRTIN MAC DIARMADA)

OPENING a meeting of over 300
people in Dublin’s Liberty Hall on
Thursday, October 17th, Nicky
Kelly described Section 31 of the
Broadcasting Act as censorship
“worthy of a totalitarian form of
government”.

He said that the Repeal Section 31
Committee had been formed to oppose
political censorship of the media in all
its forms. Kelly pointed out that a large
section of political opinion was excluded
from the airwaves by Section 31 and the
committee was pledged to defend those
disenfranchised by the legislation.

Before introducing the main speakers,
he outlined the provisions ot the minis-
terial order under Section 31 and the
history of its implementation.

The first guest speaker was Sean Mac-
Bride who described Section 31 as a
“grave breach of the fund: [ human

petrol and milk bottles in the B
bedrooms of the house. The
gardai had been in and out of
the house several times yet
turned a blind eye to what was
obviously a preparation to pet-
rol-bomb the anti-drugs protest-
ors,

The overwhelming feeling
among the people on Wednes-
day night's protest was that the
community had scored a vict-
ory against drug-pushers despite
the brutality of the gardai.

@ Michael Farrell speaks to the Liberty Hall meetingi.

right of free speech”. He said that he dis-
agreed profoundly with the Suprgme
Court decision which had upheld Section
31, and linked this with the continuing
collaboration between British and Frge
State forces and the Supreme Court C{ecxs-
jons in regard to extradition. The rights
of the individual were under attack and
censorship was a basic part of that pro-
cess.

ick O’Connor said that there was
no Utl;ountry in the worIdl w.have t.he
censorship of people for thelr.lmks wqh
political ‘violence’ was less lognpal than in
Ireland. For years the Republican Move-

ment had been urged by constitutionalists
to “enter politics” and now that Sinn
Fein had become involved in elections
the answer was censorship by the state.
John Doyle, president of the Union of
Students in lreland, which is affiliated
to the campaign, said that Section 31 was
totally undemocratic. It went beyond the
mere exclusion of Sinn Fein and IR{\
spokespersons from RTE because it
created an atmosphere of self-censor-
ship in Montrose, This affected RTE’s
news coverage not only of six-county
events but all current affairs.
Journalist and historian Michael Farrell

stated lthat RTE had become a laughing-
s(Pck in its coverage of political events
with silent film of Sinn Fein speakers,

and Today Tonight’s interviews by proxy
* with Sinn Fein

via John Hume, Fr Denis
Faul and the loyalists. Farrel| stressed the
Importance of exposing the duplicity of
anng Fail on Section 31 which had
?een introduced by them in its original
form..

b INACTION

N the open discussion which follow-
ed, RTE journalists came under fire fo
what.was Seen as their inaction on cen-
sorship. However, in what Nicky Kelly

newal.

described as an “unprecedented dwi::',"
by both broadcasting and print UMeTS
an Irish consultative conference © Il
National Union of Journalists has ¢
for a one-day strike when Section
comes up for renewal next January: fore
An anti-censorship motion put b:o
the conference on Saturday. O;randl
19th, was amended by the RTE DI
of the union to make specific re®
to Section 31 and to call on e o
industrial council to organise (he; Lro 5
all journalists in newspapers an ted &
casting on the day of its exPec

G




BY JANE PLUNKETT

THE recent ord

ordeal of three C
Izsrol:;a i(:‘ousr:ps in Gough Bal?rl;::lt(ys
e ighlighted the sordid
?esperation to gl
rom the nationalist community.

néjet;:rtrivausA Gough Barracks
i e, Armagh, RUC Spec-
thlreeﬁr':r;chmen physically assaulted pthe
il n, 'o(fe(ed large sums of cash and
eatened imprisonment and death, in aj

attempt to pressurise the three inlo'workn
ing for t'hem in the Carrickmore area, g
o l([:ousms Barney Gallagher (22), cathal
elly (23) and Danny Gallagher (24)
Were arrested from their homes in the
Loughmacrory area at around 7am on
Monday, October 7th, and taken to Gough
und[;: seven-day detention orders,

ring repeated physical assaults
second day of his detention, Boar:r:::
Gal}agher was throttled, held forcibly
:{g:lvr:sl aI wi:, and kicked in the groin

as also bea i .
Rl ten several times about the

RELEASED WITHOUT CHARGE

The RUC cynically claimed that if
Gallagher agreed to collaborate “there’l/
be nn call to give us anything for six
mon’tlhs, so nobody would ever suspect
you”,

However, Barney Gallagher continued

to ignore them, and was released without
charge the following Saturday.
5 Danny Gallagher was also intensively
interrogated in Gough for 12 hours each
day. He was subjected to continual verbal
abuse, his family were abused, and he was
physically assaulted several times:

“On Monday they kept pushing me off
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©® DANNY GALLAGHER, CATHAL KELLY & BARNEY GALLAGHER

the chair and lifting me up by the hair.
Three or four times they banged my head

off the wall, and on Tuesday they did it
more.”

— Leathanach 7

was examined

G IrIs
On Tuesday evening he .
=/ ruising on his

by a doctor who noted b
head and shin. .

“They offered me £200 if | could find
a dump, £500 for every rifle. They showed
me money in a wallet. An RUC man said
that if | didn’t cooperate by next year
1d be in prison or dead. They said they
could get the UVF to do it.”

SIGN STATEMENTS

Cathal Quinn was slso assaulted, offered
cash and subjected 1o death threats. Both he and
Danny Gallagher were told that, if they wou!d
sign statements ‘confessing’ 1o a small part in
alleged IRA activities and if they sgreed 10
work for the RUC after their release, they would
get a “Jight” sentence.

Despite  this intense  pressure, both
remained :lent, Ignoring the RUC’s threats,
and they were released without charge on Friday,
October 11th,

These latest incidents follow persistent har-
assment of the Gallagher family, which has
included frequent, sometimes weekly, house
raids, and threats against other family members.

And on Monday night, October 21st, Barney
Gallagher was again arrested by the RUC and
held outside Carrickmore Barracks for two hours
while his car was ransacked. At 8am the next
morning, he was detained outside his house by
a large force of RUC and UDR and held for
about ten minutes on his way to work.

HARASSMENT STEPPED UP

The RUC has recently stepped up their har-
assment, particularly of young people, in the
Carrickmore area, local Sinn Fein Councillor
James McEIduff told AP/RN this week:

“The RUC has shown again that they are
prepared to use any method of blackmail. Any-
one who is arrested and subjected to RUC
threats or blackmail should contact Sinn Fein
immediately on their release, since publicity is
their only form of protection.”

McEIduff also reminded local people to re-
port to Sinn Fein all incidents of harassment and
sightings of undercover crown forces.

RUG arrest
Lurgan children

[ 8Y MAEVE ARMSTRONG |

OUTRAGED PARENTS in Lurgan, North Armagh, are

seeking legal

advice following the

illegal abduction

and questioning of their children by the RUC on Sunday,

October 20th.

Jean Harbinson from the nat-
ionalist Lurgantarry estate was
one of three parents who were
alarmed to discover their child-
ren had been ordered into an RUC
landrover and questioned in Lur-
gan Barracks following the shoot-
ing of an RUC man at the golf
club earlier that day.

She told AP/RN:

“We tell our children to stay
away from strange cars, not to
talk to strange men and the RUC
come and put them into strange
cars. They could have taken them
anywhere. Only that people saw
them being taken and told me, |
would never have known where
my son was or what was happen-

ing to him.”

Rory Harbinson (13) had been
playing with friends in a popular
wooded area near the golf course
when the shooting took place.
Shortly afterwards, Rory, Linda
Wright (14) and two other teen-
agers were questioned about the
shooting by the RUC, before
being ordered into a landrover.
They were then transferred to an
RUC car and told to crouch down
so that no-one would see them.

BRIBED

In the barracks, the children

were bribed in an attempt to get

The scene of the children’s arrest

them to talk.- After bringing in
sandwiches, an RUC man told the
children they would get lemonade
if they answered questions.

Linda Wright recalls:

“We didn’t know what to do.
| was shaking. The RUC man
went out after he banged the
table and told us we’d get pop
when we began to answer his
questions. When he came back,
he drew out a plan of where the
shooting had taken place and

where we’d been standing. Mich-
ele was biting her nails and he
hit her on the hand and told her
not to bite her nails.”

When Mrs Harbinson arrived
at Lurgan Barracks, she was at
first informed that her son was
not there. However, when she
persisted and gained admission,
she discovered the children sitting
alone in the interrogation room
and took them home immed-
iately.

Road safety measure rejected

BY NUALA DOHERTY

THREE HUNDRED RESIDENTS from the Derrybeg and

Carnagat estates in Newry

marched to the town centre on

Saturday, October 19th, to highlight the dangers faced by
children crossing the Camlough Road, ten days after a young
boy had been knocked down and killed.

Since 1982 three people have
been killed at the same black spot
on the Camlough Road, which
divides the two estates. The latest
victim was 14-year-old Bernard
Hughes. Tragically, his 16-year-old
sister was killed on the same spot
three years ago.

Residents from Derrybeg and
Carnagat have made continuous
protests to the DOE about this
hazardous road, but so far have
received no satisfaction. =

MEETING

At a meeting with representa-

tives of the DOE road services
and residents in Newry’s Town
Hall, on Monday, October 21st,
Bernie Hughes, father of two of
the road victims, blamed his child-
ren’s deaths on speeding mctorist_s,
poor road lighting, faulty trgfflc =
lights and inadequate road signs.
He suggested several ways. in
which the DOE could make the
road safer.
One proposal was that ramps

be put on the road, which would
force motorists to reduce their

speed. 3 A
This proposal was immediately

rejected by an RUC chief inspector
tor who attended the meeting on
invitation from the DOE. His in-
terest in the people’s safety soon
crumbled when the proposal for
the ramps was put forward and
his true concern became quite
apparent: the continued RUC
patrolling of nationalist areas,
which the ramps on Camlough
Road might hinder.

NOT SATISFACTORY

Sinn Fein councillor for the
area Brendan Curran attended the
meeting in the town hall and
- afterwards told AP/RN:

“Despite the fact that three
people have already been killed
on this road, the DOE have
continued to talk of road improv-

concerned local people. We will be

ing immediate action, so as to

ements in the long term. This is
not a isfz % 7] to

g our p 5

P more y deaths.”

e —
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BY KEVIN McCOOL

BASTION OF
IRESISTANGE

IN A RECENT article entitled ‘Architecture as Colonialism’, English Archi-

tect Brian Anson wrote “many longstanding community cultures have been

! violently destroyed under the guise of architectural development”. This is

exactly what happened to the generations-old Bogside community in the

1960s, when a widesweeping redevelopment scheme — of which high-rise

flats formed part — was pushed through against the wishes of the great
majority of the 5,000 people it affected.

A front-page headline in the Derry Journal of Febru-

| ary 21st 1961 announced that “the Lecky Road area of

Derry city will be so utterly changed in about ten years

time as to be unrecognisable, if revolutionary plans are

them with only 40 shops and 8
public houses. Though most of
them, by their own admission,
were politically naive at the
time and used to accepting

carried to their ultimate conclusion.”

Revolutionary plans were
something that the unionist-
controlled Derry Corporation
hoped never to have to intro-
duce. Since the foundation of
the Orange state, they had
ruled the Catholic majority
Derry city mainly through the
political control of -the gerry-
mander — by situating all
Catholics in the South Ward
of the city and building as
few houses there as possible,

Y the late '50s, the

misery and deprivat-
ion wrought on the Cath-
olic population by this
sectarian policy of neglect
was nearing a crisis point
and an Act of Parlia-
ment of 1956 had made
it compulsory for local
authorities to redevelop
substandard housing. The
Corporation and the Hous-
ing Trust would have to
build new homes for the
Catholic Bogside, but the
South Ward had already
reached saturation point —
there was no space left
to build on.

Flat construction was the
one way which would allow
the unionist Corporation to
build without having to extend
the city boundary and thus up-
set the political balance by
which they remained in control.
Flat construction was the arc-
hitectural craze of the ‘60s
but, in the hands of the Derry
unionists, it became a very
useful tool to keep the 60%
Catholic population of the city
politically powerless and po-
verty-stricken for further gen-
erations.

The unionists and their ar-
chitects quickly drew up plans
for six blocks of 15-storey
high-rise flats to be built

on the one remaining piece
of land in the South Ward —
an old cattle market in the
Bogside, just below the city
walls. (Three storeys and even-
tually three blocks were dele-
ted from the plan when it was
discovered = that 15 storeys
would obscure the scenic beau-
ty -of the unionists’ beloved
Derry walls).

HERE was nothing

ironical about the ch-
oice of a cattle market for
the site of the flats. Ten
years later a unionist May-
or of Derry was to say on
visiting the Rossville flats,
that they weren’t fit to
put cattle in, but in the
‘60s the ‘Londonderry’
Corporation thought the
flats more than good en-
ough for Catholics. The
plan for the Rossville flats
was meant to be a poli-
tical experiment which, if
successful, would be repea-
ted right across the six-
county state wherever the

. unionist gerrymander was

threatened.

The people of the Bogside,
however, were not willing to
see their area ‘so utterly
changed as to be unrecognis-
able’. The Bogside community
of the time had awarm, thriving
social life, and the majority of
Bogsiders, though they lived in
incredibly overcrowded and
cramped old terraced houses,
did not want their area redevel-
oped if it meant the destruc-
tion of their community. And
they definitely did not want to
see 12-storey monster flats
rising up in their midst. Many
people owned their own homes

the decrees of the church and
state without question, never-
theless, the people of the Bog-
side set about organising resis-
tance against the redevelop-
ment scheme and the flats.

A survey taken in March
1961 found that, out of 145
Bogside families interviewed,
97% were totally against flats
of any kind. There was already
evidence coming from Amer-
ica and Europe that high-rise
flats were a social disaster and
some Bogsiders had lived long
enough in the tenements of
Glasgow to sense that high-
rise flats were the same thing
all over again.

OWEVER, the union-

ists of Derry, with
their means of political
control already chosen,
were not used to listen-
ing to the passive pleas
of Catholics. They issued
vestment orders, and in
their usual sectarian man-
ner set about brutally
bulldozing the Rossville
Street area, and building
high flats.

The passive resistance of the
Bogsiders was not enough
and, even though some (like
Thomas Keys and Ellen Mc-
Donnell) fought to the last
and had to be forcibly
evicted, the people of the
area more or less stoically
accepted the demolition of
their homes and hummed the
tune of Litt/e Boxes (a song in
the charts at the time) as
Laings the builders constructed
their new high-rise homes.

Looking back on it now,
those who tried to resist de-
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Bogside in August 1969.

approved the plan and was
openly campaigning for high-
rise flats and, more impor-
tantly, the Catholics of Derry
were living in inhuman condit-
jons of squalor (the housing
list was nine years long)
and could not be expected to
resist the temptation of a
fully-decorated flat with fitted
coverings, an inside toilet,
a bathroom and hot water.

HE first residents mo-

ved into the flats in
May 1966 and found them
to be “beautiful and lux-
urious”, like dream
homes compared to the
hovels they had been living
in before. Thedream-home

syndrome didn't take
very long to wear off
though.

A headline in the Derry

Journal of October 1967 quo-
ted a Liverpool Professor of
Architecture as saying that
“High-rise flats will be ghett-
oes of untouchables in 30 years
time”. The Rossville flats were
to be ghettoes in less than a
third of that time. Before the
end of 1967, the Rossville
residents had already made
their first major complaint to
the Housing Trust, when the
courtyard of the flats, pro-
mised as the children’s
playground, was converted into
a city centre car park.

When Housing Trust archi-
tects and officials escorted peo-
ple around their model show-
piece flat, they said nothing
whatsoever about the multiple
social and health problems
that the residents would have
to face during the next 20
years. Instead, prospective ten-
ants were told of the ‘modern
design and labour-saving fea-
tures of the new flats’, which
was exactly what they want-
ed to hear.

ESPITE their desper-

Ation for decent acc-
ommodation, it is doubt-
ful- if people would have
moved into the flats had
they been told the whole
truth — that the flats
were constructed to a very
cheap design using the
Sectra system of pre-fabri-
cated units (so that they

could be built as quickly
and as cheaply as possible),
that the paper-thin walls
meant that the whole com-
plex was a noise trap, that
the flats were riddled with
asbestos, that the flat roof
meant that condensation,
dampness and
was inevitable, that the
rubbish chutes were a fire
hazard and a breeding
ground for rats and that
the lifts would never be
regularly maintained and
so never work properly.

The residents were to dis-
cover all these things very soon
but the biggest problem in
their first year was adjust-
ing to the' change of environ-
ment. New residents, especia-
Ily old people, went through
a drastic change in lifestyle.
A present resident of the flats,
who was middle-aged when he
first moved in, remembers that
it took him two years to ad-
just to an environment of lifts,
stairwells and overhead bal-
conies. How the old people
and those with young fami-
lies adjusted, he still does not
know. Many old people had
phobias about going into the
lifts and often remained in
their flats for days, afraid to
go out.

HE people of the
Bogside had been co-
axed, tempted, bullied and
bulldozed out of their car-
ing, close-knit community
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ville Street and, although

them all would have been lost,
The vanguard on the roof were
the heroes of the city, quick-
!y immortalised in the tradit-
ional street ballad The Battle
of Foxes Corner:

“Come now lads and raise
your hats,

Here’s to the lads on top
of the flats,

Down Rossville Street they
drove the cops,

At the Battle of Foxes Cor-
ner.”

The last verse refers direct-
ly to the bulldozing of the
Bpgsnde community and the
fighting spirit of the Bogside
people in their new high-rise
homes.

“Foxes Corner is knocked
down,

In the flats in the market
the people are found,

They put up a fight to the
very last round,

Farewell to Foxes Corner.”

HE RUC have never
s forgotten the humil-
iating defeat inflicted on
them that August in 1969
and, ever since, they and
the British army have been
punishing the people of
Fhe flats. So not surpris-
ingly, the flats have
been besieged, curfewed
and brutally raided count-
less times in the last 15
years.

It was on Bloody Sunday
1972 that the crown forces
wreaked revenge on the rebell-
ious inhabitants of Rossville
flats, when the inner courtyard
of the complex was turned into
a murderous shooting gallery by
bloodthirsty British paratroo-
pers. When the massacre began,
the peaceful demonstrators ran
to the flats for refuge and pro-
tection, but 14 people were
never to escape.

The day-to-day punishment
value- of high-rise flats has
aided the British army quite
considerably in their cease-

J less campaign of persecution

against the people who live
there. Throughout the ‘70s,
the flats weredeterioratingrapi-
dly and the residents were left
to suffer the brutal condit-
jons because the Housing Ex-
ecutive (HE) was using the
“troubles’ as an excuse to do
only minor repairs. All the
people have ever got from the
HE is broken promises and cos-
metic spruce-up campaigns.

ESEARCH is now un-
covering the emotio-

state Is that, while they all
suffer from the same social
problems and social stigma,
and have to deal with the same
type of housing officials, on
top of all that the people of
Rossville and Divis have to
suffer a foreign occupation
force waging a continual war of
repression on their doprsteps.

FTER the ‘Opera-

tion Motorman’ in-
vasion of July 1972, the
British army, knowing the
strategic worth of the
flats, set up three abser-
vation posts on top of the
roofs, from where they
could keep a close surveill-
ance on the whole of the
Bogside area.

This never prevented the
youth of the Bogside from
using the flats to wage feroc-
jous pitched battles with crown
forces throughout the ‘70s,
during the hunger-strike period
and right up to the present day
when the Bogside republican
youth used the very walls
of the ready-to-be demolished
block as missiles to be hurled
down on the RUC and British
army beneath them.

Nor has the British army
occupation ever prevented the
IRA from using the flats to
mount daring acts of resis-
tance. On :November 24th
1973, two British soldiers were
executed by IRA Volunteers
who went up in the lift and
opened fire on the observat-
ion post. This hated post was
a continual target for IRA
attacks right up to and during
1982 when it was finally dis-
mantled. Less than a year ago,
in November 1984, in another
daring attack in the Rossville
Street block, two British sol-
diers were seriously injured
when the IRA detonated a
controlled bomb in an empty
flat on the eight floor.

ESPITE the fact then

that high-rise flats are
an environment  which
breed feelings of apathy,
despair and powerlessness
in the face of authority,
there has always been a
strong, courageous spirit of
resistance in the great
stairwells and concrete bal-
conies of ‘HM Prison Ross-
ville’. C ity morale

the ‘70s and 80s have tried to
utilise the architecture of the
flats for social control.

HE enclosed struc-
ture and design of the
complex has made it easy
for the army to seal off
and contain the people
inside, during their freg-
uent raids and curfews, by
placing armoured personn-
el carriers across the few
exits (on Bloody Sunday,
the courtyard of the f'la's
was very easily turned into
a firing range in this way).
The alienating and claustro-
phobic environment of the
flats was intended to demora-
lise, traumatise and terrorise
the inhabitants and to psycholo-
gically torture them into giving
up all notions of rebellion or
defiance. But the people of the
flats have reacted fiercely to
every attempt to wall them in
(every time a wall was built
around the flats it was immed-
jately knocked down) and re-
fuse to bow down to all oppre-
ssion (military, social or archi-
tectural). This has changed the
thinking of British military
strategists into viewing the flats
as a breeding ground for ‘terr-
orism’ and of more use to
urban guerillas than it is to the
repressive state.

So, in the new counter-
insurgency architecture being
perfected in the six counties
over the last 17 years, the
Rossville flats will not exist.
The new model environment
(which, in the eyes of the
‘experts’, will produce model
citizens) is the scenic suburban
housing estate (built to mili-
tary specifications) with wide-
open spaces and cul-de-sacs to
make surveillance from the air
easy, one exit/entrance which
can easily be sealed off, and
reinforced, tarmacadam pave-
ments to make the estates
riot-proof and able to with-
stand the weight of heavy
armoured vehicles.

O that a much more

secure and insidious
prison can be built in its
place,’HM Prison Rossville
is being pulled down (and
just like the Rossville flats
in the 60s, the new mili-
tary housing estates are
Peing Portrayed as dream

has at times been low.

But at other times — such as
the tenth anniversary of the
Battle of the Bogside in 1979,

This is the long-term count-
er-insurgency plan but at the
moment the plan only includes
the demolition of one block
and the sealing-off and separa-
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