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EASTER WEEK 1916-1939

THE TASK BEFORE US

'E'\\\'En::,'-thrr:l: years have pma-{'d since the
historic Easter Monday when the Proclama
tion of the Irish Republc was first read to the
people of Dublin. A beacon was lit on that
day which has kindled in the hearts of Irish
men and women the determination to achieve
the freedom of Ireland,

The spirit of 67 was recapured in the
glowing phrases of two men. Patrick Pearse
and James Connelly symbolised more than
others the aspirauons of the common people.
Pearse, the National poet and great-hearted
idealist, and Conrolly the Socialist and cham
pion of the working class, found unity in the
I::._;hl :|H.|i|'..~.r Brinsh [nzl“.q-:i.ll'.nrn

Nine hundred men had challenged the
|[:||J._',h'. of the British E[!'lp;n: tor: ** The |i_t_,',h|
of the |1r'r:]1!|:' of lreland o the |.l'l'|.'!]{rh::lllil of
lreland and 1o the unfertered contral of Lrsh
destinies . . . and equal righis and oppor
tunities to all citizens of the ].{r_'jfllllrlil.'.”
;‘Lgains; r:l.'|:|'1.'.']]-:'|n‘,i|15 odds and sUpErion
arms the Republic was maintained for hve
days but with the bombardment of the ay
the rising was crushed.

Vengeance was exacted with brutal speed.
While Dublin was in ruins, hitcen leaders lay
in quicklime. James "‘Connolly, wounded
twice, on the ankle and shoulder, was brought
before his executioners en a chair and shot.
Mo clemency was shown 1o the wounded, and
it is well to remember the words of the frish
Independent ar this time, ™ Let the worst of
the !']J1_t_f|1.'.;dt‘l"- be singled out and dealt with
as they deserve.”

Twenty three years have not dimmed in
our minds the ideals I.|l.'.-,1h‘. |'I:r the men of
tf. And the people of Ireland gave their ver-
dict on the Proclamation in the period be
ween the Rising and the end of the Great
War., Five ||-3..'|:'-¢_']1_'1_|_i-:|||'i. out of six endorsed
the Rising! The unity of the people was fur
ther realised when all sections ol the
Mauenalist Republican and Labour move
ments joined forces against the conscription
Fle of the British Government. Then was
seen the National mass uprising wf the Irish
pw:-plr*. The [Znnn.._.fil\ri-:m Act 14
applied in Ireland.

Fram 1418 till December 1921 the continua
tion of the Easter Rising was strengthencd
the mass power of the people.  But
Treaty of 1g21 brought the unity of anti
imperialist forces to an end. " Law and
Order ™ was established in Ireland for Im
perialist interests by Cosgrave, Griffiths and
Collins. The Gombeen men had come into
their own in the Irish Free State. Liam Mel-
lowes, a disciple of Connolly, was murdered
along with Joe M. Kelvey, Dick Barrett and
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Rory O'Connor and Ballyseedy raised its
hloady head.

“Open the Jail Gates ™

ar leeling of the Irish people rose
In the * Open the Jail Gates ™
era was swept to power. It

'l:|'_l.' popu
dgamn in gl
clection e Wa
wis a victory for the people against the lm
perialists,  Small farmer and wwn worker,
Republican and Trade Unionist marshalled
with Fianna Fal o smash l.'Z.-»:.gmr-:' and

CUercion.

since that tme De Valera has met popular
demands by introducing t:-r-;J-E;:t:-siru MEAsUres
uf |IEI:':'|H:L'.'.|'."!|' in the 26 Counties ‘,hl_:ltgh many
reactionary features have been shown in the
Mew Constitution,  The British H]“E has
been removed from any contrel over internal
aftairs, holidavs with pay eswablished, pay-
ment of the annuities stopped, the Shop
Hours Act introduced and industrialisation
encouraged. But weakness has been shown
in forcign policy in the wo carly recognition
of the Italian Empire and the Fascist Franco.
T he anti-democratic Coercien Act has also been
put on the Statwe Book and only serves the
purpose of further splitting the popular torces
against Imperialism.

* Equal Opportunities ™'
| Pl

Sull, to-day our country remains divided,
and our people Morth and South im-
poverished, thousands of lrishmen are forced
ta leave their native land and seek refuge with
the Gall and while these things are, Inshmen
cannot rest. The proclamation of Easter
Week decreed the ownership of Ircland by
the people of lrelang and granted equal
ug.n".-:_- and r,-ﬁr.-ur;.mu'r:fj te all citizens of the
Republic. To-day it is cluimed by the leader
of the people that equality of opportunity is a
myth. We say that this 15 nor so, and while
our people remain in want and are hands-
capped l}u poverty from birth we must con
tinue the fght unul the people, the plain,
comman people, are [reed from British Im
prer ialism and the sysiem oof [l;lp:t.l|'.'..'u wineler
apportunity s

which  * Equality  of
impossible."

Inn the S5ix Counties the Siormont dictator
ship st | holds sway. Dissension aned carrup
tion are widening the divisions in the ranks of
the Unionists and cxposing  their  mis
managernent to the Britsh people. Now 1s
the time for Labour, nationalist, and Repub
lican forces to unite, if possible, on the hasis
of De Valera's anti-Partition pru}mﬁ-ih a5 a
concerted opposition to Cragavon, A line
up of forces like this wi” :rnnl-:t: reaction Te-

treat in MNorthern Ireland.

Exiles Task

We in England must not ignore the
struggle for equality of opportunity but on
the contrary '::|1_r' ﬁghting that battle here we
are bringing nearer its realisation in Ireland.
Let us therefore resolve to take our place in
that :~Lrugg'.-t and in the world :'.truggh: for
peace and freedom against the attacks of Fas-
cism.  And let vs honour and remember
Frank Ryan, sull in Franeo's prison, and the
Irish lads of the Inzfrn.it;inn;lrrﬂﬁg;ldc whao
upheld the honour of Ireland in the fight of
the Spanish Republic apainst German and
Inalian Fascism,

In this way we shall pay fitting homage to
the men who died in Easter Week 1g16.

British Labour Candidate's Hueting
Banned in Ulster

Mr. Frank Pakenham, M.A., Leciurer
i Polities ar Oxford University, who,
having been invited to Queen’s Uni-
versily, Hellast, 1o speak on Ireland found
the doors of the University closed against
him Because he 15 a well-known opponent
of Partition, made the following appeal
in a speech at Newry

* Speaking as a member of the Briush
Labour Party, 1 would wrge your at-
ieniion especially o the problem of win-
ning the Prolestant working-man of the
North. s there no programme of pro-
gressive social legislation along the lines
of the Papal Encyeclical, Quadregissimo
Anno, on which the forces of Nalionalism
and Labour could unite to overthrow the
Government, as mneflicient in il eco-
nomics, as L is reactionary in its politics,
that has endowed you with 100,000 un-
employed 7 "
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IRISH FREEDOM

IRELAND AND CATALONIA

by BETTY de COURCY IRELAND

The first_of a series of Articles comparing Ireland’s struggle
with other oppressed countries

lreland's struggle tor Freedom can be com-
pared Lo the struggle of Catalonia 1o lree her-
22ll from Spanish lmperialism. On Apeil 13th,
1331, the day before the Spanish Republic was
declared, Calalonia devlared herself an jnde-
pendent  autonomous Republic.  Had  the
spanish monarchy oot been about 1o tall, Catit-
lonea would not have got ber lreedom Lhen, and
al the same ume if Calaloma had not pluyed
a very decisive part in the destruction of that
maomarchy, the Spamsh Republic would not
have been declared at that ume. Consequently
the autenomy of Catalonia and democracy in
spiin depend one on the other. This g5 & lesson
which can well be applied nearer home,

i} Englapd is 1o be free wind democratic she
must fiest bring freedom amd democracy 1o her
Empire. I those countries and colonies now
 the Empire want 1o gan their freedom they
are bound o co-operale with the democratic
mevement i Britaio ; if that movement makes
a clear stand towards the Liberaton of all
colomial and subject peoples within the Empire,

I'he existence of Catalonia as a separate Slate
began in 730 when Charles Martel ereated a
county of Barcelona as proieclion against the
Moors then wnvading France, The actual popu-
latuon of Catlonia to-day is 2§ millions, and
the ternitory 1s indusinially the most imponant
n Spain,

Caalonia was absorbed into the Kingdom
of Aragon in the middle ages, asd into the
hingdom of Spain when that was [ormed in
L1483, but it retained its scparate institutions. It
fought for independence [rom Spain with
French support i 1700-13, was defeated, and
this (ime lost its independent institutions, In
the Mapoleomc wars, however, Calalonia sup-
ported France against Spain, and supported the
great consttutional democratic movement that
swept Spain fellewing Riego's nising in 1823,
and agun played a greatr part in the movement
tor a Federal republic in the 1860's. Pi y
Margall, a Catalan, was President of the first
Spanish Republic, 1868-74,

Language Forbidden

When in 1874 the Monarchy was resiored
under Alfonse XII, the Catalan separaist
movement was persecuted, as te-day 0 bang
persecuted by the Imperialiet Geners] Franco
amd his foreign Fascist end Men allies, The
Catalan language wz: forciddes then, = to-
day it has been detlaied Clegal vy Frapoy, aod
all independent pusie st were destroyed, just
s the Hepumicks mesement s perseculed in
the Six Counten of »urthern Ireland ai the
Present 1ife

Durning 1#14

t 1418 & cerain degree of
“Home Kule® was won an Catalonia by the
" mutamientos the Rights—bul Primo de
Rivieras dictaturship ruthlessly persecuted the
Catalans once again.  Macia, @ Socialist-
Mationalist wilh & philosophy not unlike that
of Pearse or Terence McSwiney [ormed the
Estat Catala, a strong nationalist party similar
te Sinn Fein. The nisings in 1926-1928 were
erished, and in 1930 all the Republican Parties
in Spain signed the pact of San Sebastian,
against the Monarchy., Macia signed on be-
half of Estat Calala. Then came the revolution
of 193],

Catalan Republie

In the municipal eleelions Macia's supporiers
were vicloriows in Catalonia, and when on
April 15th the Catalan Republic was declared,
and on the mext day, the Spanish Republic,
Macia and the Estal Calala created an avtono-

PP\

mous governmeni—which we can compare with
Dail Eireann 191Y9-1921—and forced the Right-
wing Republicans like Lerroux at Madrid o
agree 1o the Catalan Statute. Azanu, who suc:
ceeded Lerroux as Premier of Spain, and the
Spanish Soculist movement supported Macia,
who was opposed in Catalonia by a party under
Cambo which can be compared with Cos-
grave's Parly in Lreland.

In [932 a plebiscite wok place in Catalonia
on the Statule, 590,000 voted in favour,
PSHLOUU aigainst, a victory for Catalin oational-
ismt,  Macia deed in 1933, and in the Spanish
elections of the same year there was a victory
for the Rights, except o Catalonia, The Rights
in the Spanish Government opposed any ex-
tension of Catalonian autonomy, while Cata-
lomia demanded an extension of the Statute,

In 1934 Companys, now leader of Macia's
Parly and President of Catalonia, joined the
workers' revelt of October to free Calalooia
from the imperialism of the mew Right-wing
Government of Spain.  The workers were nol
armed and 1he revolt for that reasom was
Crushed.

In December, 1934, the Spanish Government
suspended indefinately the Statute of Catalonia,
and Cataloniu came once more under Spanish
Imperialist rule,

Popular Front

Two years luter there was the viclory of the
Popular Fromt Elections of February, 1936,
Companys” Parly became part of the Popular
Froot, and the Catalan Statute was re-enacted,
Companys was released from gaol and again
became President of Catalonia, a free and inde-
pendent Siate. The Imperialist Revolt i July,
1936, was crushed in Catwlonia guicker than
anywhere else in Spain ; even though Cambo
and the Catalan Rights joincd Franco,

The events since need no re-stating. Supplied
with endless arms, munitions, planes and men
by Mussolini and Hiler, the Spanish Im-
perialists have once again ¢rushed Catalan in-
dependence. The 200,000 refugees in 1he
Befugee Camps in the South of France are a
hiving witness that, despile over Iwo years of
starvation, bombardment, and heroic resistance,
the Cataluns preferred not o remain under
Frango

Terence McSwiney

The progressive Irish movement for Libera-
tion will understand the lessons of the Catalan
struggle, and will remember how in 1920 the
people of Barcelona demonsirated on the streels
in suppori of Terence McSwiney, and were
shot down for their solidarity by order of the
tyramt Martines Anido, now 1o return to Barce-
lona under Franco's administration. Can those
wha are stll in the movement for Irish Free-
dom allow the Catalans to be crushed again,
alter they have sicrificed so much to maintain
their Freedom ? Can they betray the principles
fer which Frank Ryan is now sentenced to
30 years' imprisonment by Franco, and for
which so many of our leaders and those of
Cataloma have died 7

The ™ational Government of Britain has
helped 10 hand Catalonia back to  her
oppresors | the MNational Government of

Britain is holding Six counties of Ireland in
subjection, and obsirucling the free develop-
ment of a United Ireland. A defeat for
Chamberlain and the Mational Government will
secure the freedom not only of Ircland, but also
of Catalomia.

Mext month—" freland and Indig ™

TWENTY
YEARS!

Muost Inish Republicans must have been
shocked when they heard of the ]ung el
tences passed on the Irish Republican Army
men who were accused of being responsible
for recent !I.:-t!nl:-ir'.é; incidents. Mo iy
can have withheld a feeling of admiration
for  the courage ol the prisaner Camipe
bell, whe shewted from the dock  atier
nearing this terrible sentence passed, tha
he would do the sume again for Ireland
and even im non-political English circles
swome ndignavion has been expressed than
4 girl should have been sent 1o gaol for
0 long a term as seven years. Indignation
also has been expressed in many public bodies
and by a number of prominent people in
[reland,

Let there be no mustake : these men and
this girl have not helped the 'Lmrnu_qlmr:
JmJiIu.;L] s-l_rugglr_' for the dboliion of the
Border ; their methods are all wrong, and
:ht:r may well have been the umril;[ing qjupr_-:».
of the sinister forces of reaction now wmming,
through agents in London and ar Starmont,
at world domination. But for all that the
vicims of -these heavy sentences do sym-
bl ise l:rrf{ﬁ'l-.a["!ﬂ:: warld the misery of Ireland
unfree, and the determination of her people
to win freedom, come what may in the form
of persecution and hardship. We must always
remember that, had there been 4 mass move-
ment m existence on the bines visualised |_'|:,,'
Connolly, the temptation 1o individual
terrorist actiion would nor have been there,
and the men and girl now in gaol would have
been taking an honourable place in tha
LSS oS omeEnt,

In England, in the United States and
Australia, and at home in Ircland 3 miass
mowement [or the freedom and unity of
Frelane must be created here and now, One
of s aims must be the release of all those
now in English pacls becavse they believe
in the Irish Republic.

Such a mass movement will indicate 1o the
warld and ta the British Government that im-
prisonments, ooercion  and Hp{-cia] Powers
Acts will not subdue the determination of the
Irish peaple to be free.

.

BREAKING ALL RECORDS

UNITY THEATRE

Goldington St MW.1  Box OMce: EUSion 3391

‘BABES
IN THE

WOOoD’

A Pantomime with Political
Point

EXTENDED TO MAY 21

Uity Thaeatea™s pnlurn-ﬂl_ '_fu-r;l.l-_J1. |-_,.-_|,,-,1
hat fun lsading the finld."—" Vogua,
EVENINGS, EXCEPT MOMDAYS, AT B10 pm

SEATS : 1/- 178, 278 376 MEMBERS AMD
ASSOCIATES OMLY
MEMBERSHIP : 1/ 5 yaar, plus 1/~ share on




IRISH FREEDOM

PEARSE, CONNOLLY AND THE
WORKERS REPUBLIC

4 Avgust 13, 1898 The Workers” Ke
Itrrrf.u'.".:', AT of the Irish Socialise Fe-
publican  Party first appeared in Dublin.
Jumes Connally was the Editor, and the name
he chose for the paper sums up very well his
ideal for Ireland, He first invented the name,
which 15 unknown the Communist,
Socialist and Labour Press of all other
countries,  Since his death there has been no
more concise and admirable ttle, slogan or
wrm tw sum up Connolly and all he stoodd
bor.

4]

It was not so popular in 18g8 as it became
after May 1916, {I aroused amang the un-
thinking the emonions the Young Irclanders
aroused in the canting and worthless son of
the Liberator, John O'Connell.  When Con-
“qu!.- quotec Murx and Michel, revived
Fintan Lalor and began " Labour in Irish
Hisiory,” im its columns he excited the sus
|::|.'.u|t..1r‘.d the rhetoric of constitutionalists
and Mationalist revelutionaries alike.  But he
also jolied their minds and continued to jolt
them. He gavootlem some pood dehnitions
of the Workers' Republic in his very first
pumber :

Why Socialism ?

“We Sacialists because we see
Socialism mot r.u]j,' the madern ;a]}pln.'.a[:n'ln of
the social principle which underlay the
Brelien laws of our ancestors, bur because we
recagnise in 1t the only principle by which the
working class can in their wirn emerge in the
divinity of FREEMEN, wath the right to live
as men and not as mere  proht-making
imachines for the service of others,

ane in

*“We are Republicans because we are
Sucialists, and thercfore cnemies to all privi-
leges ; and because we would have the Irish
people complete masters of their own
destinies, nationally and internationally, fully
competent to work out their own salvation,™

iy the Fromnt [l il i:-.|!|'|l11r”1_,'-h [Eiper
which this definnion of the Workers' ]{“P“h'
lic appeared was the mutta, borrowed from a

French revalutionary writer @ The great ap-

|'-|‘.|:' 1|I'Il‘_|' }-'d'-:'.il |'||:\.II.:~.|.' W ARE O aLlr LII-I.'::'L.
let us arse '™ And in those early years, and
in e vears in the United Sttes, and from his
return in agio o Ireland, James Connolly
helped to instil that dehane sparnt inte the
awakenang Irish masses,

In the same paper, Connolly on June 1o,
18y pave his definition of Socialism

“Soxcialism |m|=-|i.r~'. rcuupl:r.ili'w: contral by
the workers of the machinery of production ;
i the absence of such control we L.n'r naught
bt Stare capitalism as the Post Oifice 15 at
present.  Socialism is the ownership by the
State of all the land and materials for labour,
combined with the co-operative¥ontrol by the
workers of such land and materials.”

Adter Connolly’s death the Workers" Re-
public was quite popular, not only with the
men aml women of the Irish Labour move-
menl whi saw rhn::lugh {_'.-fiﬂn.-nlljfs CYEs .'m!:l
realised he had stamped once and for all his

e

waching on the syri Proclamation in e
simple phrase, * the right of the Irish people
w the ownership of [reland,” bt veny
Flupuhtr. toa, with some of the more carnest
intellectuals of Sinn Fein wha in due course
mixed up Lenin, S Patrick, the Papal
Encyclicals, and the Fathers of the Church in
a plorious brow.

To-day, as we know oo well, many of
those same intellectuals have become strug
parlour-Fascists, and  the  very phrase
" Woarkers' Republic * is the last reproach of
CVETY careerist scoundrel.  The Labour move-
ment is perpetually bullicd and badgered by
the efusions of knaves and simpletons in the
public Press 1o abandon Connolly’s Republic,
All the hoary rubbish abour * international-
st oand all the hj.pﬁ-:rﬂi{ﬂi vwaddle about
*anti-God " which Cogmally exposed years
hefare 15 exploited and churned our anew,
and all the silly scarg-mongering and all the
nauseating blasphemy.

The Christian Front

The ghost of Connolly may well smile
grimly ar the University Professors, ex-LE.A.
stalwarts, pietistic  journalists.  rhetorical
clergymen. Rathmines intellecruals with the

course, Frank Ryan. Not to mention such
* Commumstic Femimsts " a5 Mrs, Shcch}l
skettington and the rest.

* Irishmen ** Ordered Executions

Sir John Maxwell was not the only one w
order Pearse’s execution : on every platform
of the reactionary Irish politicians :i:'tarst has
been executed ever since 1916, Maxwell had
the decency ta shovel Pearse into quick-lime,
and remain silent.  The pseundo-Catholic
journalists in Great Dritain and Ireland wheo
called Pearse an insane schoolmaster, and the
.=.|1':1.'f:ring {:c:lum].' Councillors who denounced
the 1916 insurrection, were at least open and
henest.  But no corner in Hell is hot enough
for thase wheo have buried Pearse in maudlin
r'hl_‘[n:'ll::il'. and :.nsl::nccrit}' ever since ; above all
for those who rartle his bones on the heads
of Morton, Gilmore, O'Donnell and Frank
Ryvan.

Pearse and Connolly
The identity of the social reaching of Con-
nolly #nd Pearse can be seen in Pearse’s last
113mlphicr, “The Sovercign People.” There
Pearse, too, defines a Workers' Republic :
"1 claim that the nation’s sovereignty over
the nation’s material resonrces 15 absolute,™

By DESMOND RYAN

" PUPIL AND COMRADE-IN-ARMS OF PADRAIG PEARSE

check of the Devil and a few tags [rom
Aquinas, who play up 1o this cant and
hypacrisy ar intervals, Mot much harm is
dane because they don't really believe it. Con
nally's ghost is not vexed because he knows
the Trish people in particular don't belicve it
Afrer all, they rurned round and smashed the
so-called=* Irish Chrisnan Frone™

There was nothing very new in ** The Irish
Christian Frant.™ Tt was only John O'Cen
nell brought up o dare. When the Young
Irelanders were abour to leave Conciliation
Hall, Jehn O°Connell reproached them for
1,!1|r|]::||'|g Danten as they advocated a more
vigarous policy. One of them had quoted
indeed Danton’s praise of holdness, and still
haldness, And shricked John O'Connell :
“ Danton is quoted, who presided aver the
blewnelbe st *:'.'EI'I‘["E of the French Revolution,
that we may fallow the same course, and po
through the same career of misery, crime and
bood.” Later, the same worthy thanked
God that the Trish peasants loyally paid their
rents, and starved to death rather than de-
fraud their landlards. Today, where is John
(V'Cannell ?

No wonder his maodern imitators dread
James Connally and his teaching, and rave of
the distant horrors of Russia, Mexico and
.qp.nin_ Bur the climax of all this hvsterical
humbug is reached when the name of Pearse
is ;iuh-'.dr;||;ge':| in, and we are warned that
Pearse would be the first to denounce such
latter-day emissaries of Stalin and Satan as

Peadar O'Donnell, George Gilmore, and, of

“ Physically considered, what does a nation
consist of ? It consiste of all its men and
women ; of all its men and women without
any :-}:crp:iﬂ-nﬁ. F.".'I'.T‘_.' man and woman with-
in the nation has normally equal rights, but a
man or woman may forfeit his or her rights
lyy turming recreant (o the nation."”

“1 do not disallow the TJIE]'II: to private
property ; st T insist t]‘lat all pmpcrw 15 h'-.‘ld
sulyject to the national sanction.”

“ It is for the nation to determine to what
extent privale property may be held by is
members, and in whar items of the nation’s
material resources private property shall be

{Continued on page 5.)
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IRELAND AND CATALONIA

by BETTY de COURCY IRELAND

The first of a series of Articles comparing Ireland’s struggle
with other oppressed countries

Ireland's struggle tor Freedom can be com-
pared 1o the strupgele of Catulosia to [ree her-
sell [rom Spanish lmperizlism. On April 13th,
1931, the day before 1he Spanish Republic was
declared, Catalonis declared herself an inde-
pendent  aulonomous Republic,  Had  the
Spanish monarchy net been abowl to fall, Cara-
lonss would not huve gol her freedom then, and
al the same Lime of Catalona had ot played
a very decisive part in the destruction of thal
mouarchy, the Spanish Republic would not
have been declared at that time. Consequently
the wutonomy of Calalenia and democracy in
Spuin depead one on the other. This is a lesson
which can well be applied pearer home,

If England is 1o be free and democratic the
st first bring freedom and democracy to her
Empire. 1l those countries and colonies now
in the Erapire want to gain their freedom they
are bound 10 co-operdle wilh the democratic
movement in Brtain , i that movemenl makes
a clear stand towards the liberation of all
¢olomal and subject peoples within the Empire.

The existence of Cutalonia as a separate State
began in 730 when Charles Martel created a
county of Barcelona as prolection against the
Moors then invading France. The aciual popu-
lation of Catalonia to-day is 2§ millions, and
the territory is industrially the most important
in Spain,

Catalonia was absorbed into the Kingdom
of Aragon in the middle ages, and into the
Kingdom of Spain when that was formed ip
1485, but it retained its separale institutions, It
fought for independence from Spain with
Frefich support in 1700-13, was defeated, and
this time lost its independent institutions, In
the Mapoleonic wars, however, Catalonia sup-
ported France against Spain, and supported the
greal constitulional democratic movement that
swept Spamn following Riego's rising in 1623,
and again played a great part in the movement
for a Federal republic in the 1860's. Pi ¥
Margall, a Catalan, was President of the [irst
Spanish Republic, 1864-74.

Language Forbidden

When in 1874 the Monarchy was restored
under Alfonso XII, the Catalan separatist
mavemenl was persecuted, as to-day it is being
persecuted by the Imperialist General Franco
and his foreign -Fascist and Nari allies. The
Catalan language was forbidden then, as to-
day il has been declared illegal by Franco, apd
all independent institutions were destroyed, just
as the Republican movement is persecuted in
the Six Counties of Northern Ireland at the
present time.

During 1914 to 1918 a certain degree of
* Home Rule " was wom in Catalonia by the
" mutamientos “—the Rights—but Primo de
Rivieras dictatorship ruthlessly persecuted the
Catalans once agan. Macia, a Socialist-
Mationalist with a philosophy nat unlike that
of Pearse or Terence McSwiney formed the
Estat Catala, a strong nationalist party similar
to Sinn Fein. The risings in 1926-1928 were
crushed, and in 1930 all the Republican Parties
in Spain signed the pact of San Sebastian,
against the Monarchy. Macia signed on be-
half of Estat Catala. Then ¢ame the revolution
of 1931,

Catalan Republic

In the municipal elections Macia's supporters
were viclonows in Calalonia, and when op
April 15th the Catalan Republic was declared,
and on the next day, the Spanish Republic,
Macia and the Estat Catala created an autono-

Y%
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mous government—which we can compare with
Dl Eircann [919-1921—and f{oreed the Right-
wing Republicans like Lerroux at Madnd io
agree 1o the Catalan Stalute, Azana, who suc-
ceeded Lerroux as Premier of Spain, and the
Spanish Socialist movement supporied Macia,
who was opposed in Catalonia by a party under
Cumbo which can be compared with Cos.
grave’s Party in lreland,

In i%32 a plebiscite took place in Catalonia
on the Salte. 590000 voled in favour,
90,000 against, a viclory for Catalan national-
mm. Maoa died in 1933, and in the Spanish
eleciions of the same year there was a victory
lor the Rights, except in Catalonia. The Rights
in the Spanish Government opposed any ex-
tension of Catalonian autenomy, while Cata-
lonia demanded an extension of the Statute.

In 1934 Companys, now leader of Macia's
Farty and Presulent of Catalonia, joined the
workers' revelt of October to [ree Catalonia
from ihe imperialism of the new Right-wing
Governmenl of Spain.  The workers were not
armwed and the revoll [or that reason was
crushed.

In Diecember, 1934, the Spanish Government
suspended indefinitely the Statute of Catalonia,
and Catalonm came once more under Spanish
Imperialist rule,

Popular Front

Two years Inter there was the victory of the
Popular Front Elections of February, 1936,
Companys’ Parly became part of the Popular
Front, and the Catalan Staiuie was re-enacted.
Companys was released from gaol and again
became President of Catalonia, a free and inde-
pendent State.  The Imperialist Revalt in Tuly,
1936, was crushed in Catalonia quicker than
anywhere else in Spain ; even though Cambo
and the Catalan Rights joincd Frapco, ]

The events since need no re-stating. Supplied
with endless arms, munitions, planes and men
by Mussolini and Hitler, the Spanish Im-
penalisis have once again crushed Catalan in-
dependence.  The 200,000 refugees in the
Refugee Camps in the South of France are a
living witness that, despile over two years of
starvation, bombardment, and heroic resistance,
the Catulans preferred not w0 remain under
Franco.

Terence McSwiney

The progressive Irish movement for Libera-
tion will understand the lessons of the Catalan
struggle, und will remember how in 1920 the
people of Barcelona demonstrated on the streets
in support of Terence McSwiney, and were
shot down for their solidarity by arder of the
Lyranl Marlinez Anide, now to return to Barce-
lona under Franco's admimstration, Can those
who are still in the movement for Irish Free-
dom allow the Catalans 1o be crushed agwin,

after they have sacrificed 50 much to maintain,

their Freedom ? Can they betray the principles
for which Frank Ryan is now senteaced o
30 years” imprisenment by Franco, and for
which so many of our leaders and those of
Catalonia have died 7

The Mational Government of Britain has
helped 1o hand Catalonia back to her
oppresors ¢ the Mational Government of
Britain s holding Six counties of Ireland in
subjection. and obstructing the free develop-
ment of a United [reland. A defeat for
Chamberlain and the Mational Government will
secure the freedom not only of Ireland, but also
of Catalonia.

MNext month—" freland and Jndia "

TWENTY
YEARS!

Most Irish Republicans must have been
shocked when rhq-:,.- heard of the lung P
tences passed on the Irish Republican Army
men who were accused of being responsible
for recent bombing incidents. Not any
can have withheld a feeling of admiration
fur the courage of the prisoner Camp
lsell, whe shouted From the dock  after
hearing this terrible sentence passed, that
he would do the same agan for Lrekind
and even in non-political English  circles
some indignation has been expressed  tha
i girl should have been sent e gaol for
so long a term as seven years.  Indignation
also has been expressed in many public bodies
and by a number of prominent people n
|re:|.1r:|rj. g B

Let there be no mistake : these men and
this girl have not helped the immediate
political struggle for the abolition of the
Border ; their methods are all wrong, and
they may well have been the unwitting dupes
of the sinister forces of reaction now aiming,
through agents in London and at Stormont,
at world domination. But for all that the
victims of these heavy sentences do sym
balise before the world the misery of lreland
unfree, and the determination of her people
to win [reedom, come what may in the form
of persecution and |t;lrd5]1i{}. We must always
remember thar, had there been o mass move
ment in existence on the lines visualised by
Connolly, the wemptation to  individual
terrorist action would not have been there,
and the men and girl now in gaol would have
heen taking an honourable plice in that
MASS MOVEMent.

In Enpland, in the United States and
Australia, and at home in Ireland a moss
movernent for the freedom and unity of
[reland must be created here and now. One
of its aims must be the release of all those
now in LEnglish gaols because they believe
in the Irish Republic. '

Such a mass movement will indicate 1 the
worldl and to the British Government that im-
[l-rimnrncrm. coercion  and H|:-ur:.1| Powers
Acts will not subdue the determination of the
Irish people to be free.

=

BREAKING ALL RECORDS

UNITY THEATRE

Goldington 5t., NW.1  Bex Ofice: EUSion 5391

‘BABES
IN THE

WOOoD’

A Pantomime with Political
Paint

EXTENDED TO MAY 21

" Unity :|:'n:|-‘|--5'1. polifical. sewrrilags, beiliag
ket Fun lnad ng tha I:mh_l " Wonqen"
EVEMINGS. EXCEPT MOMDATS, AT 810 pm.

SEATS: 1/- i/h, 278, 376, MEMBERS AND
ASSOCIATES OMLY
MEMBERSHIP : 1/. & yoar, plus 1/ shara on
ioining




[RISH FREEDOM

PEARSE,

_— — —_ ——

3

—_— — . e

CONNOLLY AND THE

WORKERS REPUBLIC

O.“i August 13, 1898 The Workers' Re

Ipu!’*.l'r.'_ uryan ol the Insh Socialise Re-
publican Pary first appeared in Duhlin.
James Connolly was the Editer, and the name
i chose tor the paper sums up very well his
wleal for Iréland. He fArst invenred the name,
which 15 unknown o the Communist,
Socialist and Labour Press of all other
countries.  Since his death there has been no
more concise and admirable wtle, slogan or
term to sum up Connolly and all he stocd
tor,

It was not so popular in 18g8 as 1 became
after May 1g1b. It aroused among the un-
thinking the emations the Young Irelanders
aroused in the canung and worthless son of
the Liberaor, John O'Connell, When Con-
nolly quoted Marx and Mitchel, revived
Fintan Lalor and |h‘."S.'IrI * Labour in lrish
History,™ in its columns he excited the sus
p..'mn';md the rhetoric of constitutionalises
and Mationalist revolutionaries alike. But he
also julted their minds and continued to jolt
them. He gave them some good definitions
of the Waorkers' Republic in his very first
number ;

Why Socialism #

“W'e are Socialists because we see o in
Socialism not only the modern application of
the social principle which unc erlay the
Brehon laws of our ancestors, but because we
TeCOETise in it the u|||}' p:il‘ll:i:pl{‘ |I"_'|-' which the
'.l.--euking class can in their turn emerge in the
divinity of FREEMEN, with the right 1o live
as men and o as mere ]'IF-!:-'ﬁt-l'nilkﬁH.;
machines for the service of others.

*“ We are Republicans because we are
Socialists, and therefore enemics o all privi-
leges 3 and because we would have the Irish
people complete masters of their own
destinies, nationally and internationally, fully
competent o wark out their own salvation,”™

On the front page of Connolly's paper in
which this defininen of the Warkers” Repub-
:h _||'|51.¢_'_|r¢;r_| LLEM |'1|_- ke, ]h’l:l |'1’|'.'.'|!"|:| Iﬂrl‘li =]
French revalutionary writer @ ™ The great ap-
prear r-1||.[,-' great hu'».'.;lm we are on our knees,
ler ws arse | ™ And in those early years, and
in the vears in the United States, and from his
return in gto 1o Ireland, James Connolly
helped to nsul that dehant spirit into the
i w._||-;{|ii|!|p‘ [rish masses.

In the same paper, E‘.u!'lIH.l"j. ol ]IIIlE‘ 4k
18yg gave his defininon of Socialism :

“Socialism implies co-operative control by
the workers of the machinery of production ;
in the absence of such control we have naught
bt Srate capitalism as the Post Office is @
present,  Socialism is the ownership by the
State of all the land and materials for labour,

«combined with the co-operative control by the
workers of such land and materials,”

After Connolly’s death the Waorkers' He.
public was yuite popular, not only with the
men and women of the Trish Labour move
ment wha saw through Connally's eyes and
realised he had stamped once and for all his

|r.'.i-.hu|1:.: on the g Proclamation o the
simple phrase, * the right of the Insh people
o the ownership of Ireland,” bur wery
popular, 1o, with sume of the more carnest
intellectuals of Sin Fene who in due course
mixed up Lemin, 5t Patrick, the E".lp;ll
Encyclicals, and the Fathers of the Church in
4 glorious brew,

'|1-:|-|;L|:_.', as we know oo well, many of
those same inteliccials have become smug
wrlour-Fascists, and  the VErY phrasr
U Woarkers' Hr*puhhr " is the last rrpm;ich of
every careerist scoundrel.  The Labour move-
ment is perpetually bullied and badgered by
the effustons of knaves and simpletons in the
wblic Press o abandon Connolly's Rc'ltlul:lhu:“.
All the hoary rubbish about ** international-
ism " and all the hvpocritical wwaddle about
“anu-God " which Copnolly exposed years
before 15 exploied and churned out anew,
and allthe silly scare-mergering and all the
nauseatifg hlasphemy.

The Christian Front
The ghost of Connolly may well smile
grimly at the University Professors, ex-LRAL
stalwarts, pictistic  journalists, rhetorica
clergymen, Rathmines intellectuals with the

course, Frank R}'an. Mot to mention such
* Communistic Feminists "' as Mrs. Shechy
Skeflingron and the rest.

“ Irishmen " Ordered Executions

Sir John Maxwell was not the only one to
urder Pearse’s execution : on every plattorm
of the reactionary Irish politicians Pearse has
begn exgcuted ever since 1g16.  Maxwell had
the decency to shovel Pearse into quick-lime,
and remain silent. The pseudo-Cathelic
journalists in Great Britain and Ireland who
called Pearse an insage schoolmaster, and the
shivering County Councillors whe denounced
the 116 Insurrection, were at least open and
honest. But no corner in Hell is hot enough
for those who have buried Pearse in maudlin
rhetoric and insincerity ever since ; above all
for those wha rattle his bones on the heads
of Norton, Gilmare, O'Donnell and Frank

Evan.

Pearse and Connolly

The identity of the social teaching of Con-
nolly and Pearse can be seen in Pearse’s last
pamphlet, * The Sovereign People,” There
Pearse, oo, defines a Warkers' pruh]iﬂ: y

“1 claim that the nation's sovereignty over
the nation's material resources is absolute.”

By DESMOND RYAN

PUPIL AND COMRADE-IN-ARMS OF PADRAIG PEARSE

cheek of the Devil and a few tags from
Aquinas, who play up to this cant and
hypacrisy at intervals. Mot much harm i
done because they don’t really believe it. Con-
nollv’s ghost is not vexed because he knows
the Trish pfrnph‘ in p.t:l:_-.uL'H don't believe it
After all, they turned round and smashed the
soecalled * Trish Christian Fromt."

There was nothing very new in " The Irish
Christian Front.” Tt was only John O'Con-
nell brought up 10 date, When the Young
Irelanders were abwour 1o leave Coneiliation
Hall, John ©O'Connell reproached them for
quoting Danton as they adwocated a more
vigorous policy. One of them had quated
indeed Danton's F1:-,:|i':¢- of baldness, and stll
boldness. And shrieked John O'Connell :
* Dantan is quoted, who presided over the
bloodiest scemes of the French Revolution,
that we may follow the same course, and go
through the same career of misery, crime and
blood.” Later, the same worthy thanked
God that the Trish peasants loyally paid their
rents. and starved to death rather than de-
fraud their landlords. Ta-day, where is John
O'Connell ?

No wonder his modern imitators dread
James Connaolly and his teaching, and rave of
the distant horrors of Russia, Mexico and
Spain. But the climax af all this hysterical
yhumbug is reached when the name of Pearse
is duly dragged in, and we are warned that
Pearse wauld be the first to denounce such
latter<lay emissaries of Stalin and Satan as
Peadar O'Donnell, George Gilmore, and, of

" Physically considered, what does a nation
consiet of ? It consists of all its men and
women : of all its men and women without
any exceptions. Every man and woman with-
in the nation has normally equal rights, but a
man of woman may forfeit his or her rights
by turning recreant to the nation.”™

“I do not disallow the right to private
property ; but I insist that all property is held
subyect to the national sanction.”

“It is for the nation to determine to what
extent private praperty may be held by its
members, and in what items af the nation’s
material resources private property shall be

{Continued on page 5.)
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NEWS AND

One Hundred Years of Gaelie

Language and Culture

An interesting and informative leclure was
delivered by Desmond Ryvan at the Sinn Fein
Club, Blackfriars Road, on Sunday, March
26, o0 & crowded audience.

Mr. Byan recalled the hercic efforis of a
small band of Language enthusiasts to save the
language during the dark days of the famine
when hunger persecution and  emigration
threatened its extinction for all times.

The part that members of the United Irish-
men fotnded in the North of Ireland, played in
the strugele to retain the language was men-
tioned by Mre Ryan as was also Daniel
O'Connell’s denunciation of the language.

Mr. Fowler, whe presided. said that the
struggle for freedom was bound up with the
strugple for the retemtion of Trish culture but
that both should be combined. Padraic Pearse
was the force which twrned the Gaelic League
inte a real fight for the National regencration

1916 Veterans Get 8s. per Week

Now, when the whale world honours the men
of Easter Week. it 5 necestary (o remind the
people in Fiann® Fail of the plight of many of
their former comrades. How many people
realise that when increased salaries and pen-
siens for T.Dws and Ministers are the order of
the day that survivors of that gallant band of
men and boyvs who manned the barricades in
1916 are given the princely sum of 85, per week
by a grateful nation.

A statement issued by the Associated Easter
Week Men. calling for more generous treatment
for its members says:

“The average pension of the 1916 men who
had not National Army Service is 8 /- per week.
It will be only a very few vears until the last of
the broken men of 19146 shall have passed awaw,
and it would be well if, even at this late date.
Irefamd remembered iis debt.”

The Associateon states that in future stafe-
menis they intend to place befpre the public,
particulars of the treatmen: meled out by the
Pensions Board ta, the " participanis in the
greatest epoch of this generstion, wha gave this
country @ flag. a Chamber of Deputics. o Senale
and a Constitution.” the statement adds:

" The people of Trelund are hoasting of (heir
sovereign status, achieved through the efforis of
these men. 1T they do not rally, before it is
oo late, to the defence of the men of 1916, and
see that at the leasg they do not die paupers’
deaths in the mids) ofplenty, we shall go down
m  history a5 flreland's. most  hypocritical
generation.”

e

KING’S CROSS

When in the district VISIT
THE

PIONEER RESTAURANT

325, GRAY'S INN ROAD
i (Opposite L.M.E.R. station)

For a Good
LUNCH
il TEA
or SUPPER

IRISH ATMOSPHERE
Cpan 1o Midnight

GOOoD

VIEWS

OF CURRENT EVENTS

Ireland and Czechoslovakia

The Government of Prague was jusi, equil-
able and truly democratic, said Mr. Donal
OrSullivan in a broadeast 1ulk,

We in Ireland had many ties with the people
of Czecho-Slovakia, of sympathy and of com-
mon democratic ideals. 1t was, therefore, diffi-
cult for an Irishman 1o speak without emotion
of the invasion of this country, and of the
subjection of its people to the rule of a brutal
loreign government, especially 33 af no Lime
had an acre of the Republic belonged 10 Ger-
many,

Shades of the R.LC.

Just a5 the British Government could always
rely an the Royal Irish Constabulary 1o do
their dirty work for them. so the German
Liestapo have found very willing helpers in the
Czech police. For instunce, Mme. Smolkova,
who was the head of a Political Refugee Emi-
gration Commattee, has been arresied, The
Crech police made a raid on the offices of her
organisation and seized a list of prospective
ermigranis, most of whom have been arrested
and transporied 1o cgneentration eamps. Farty-
seven social welfare workers have been arresied
by these traitors and handed over 10 the
Ciestapa.

Christian Fronter Causes Riot

Miss Aileen O'Brien, notorious in Treland
for her connectinn with the Christian Fron
af Paddy Belton and the * Wild Goose ™
O'Dufly has now appeared in the United
staies, and scems 10 be meeting with as linle
success as she did in Treland,

Police used e was o lreak up a riol
which developed at a Lus Anpeles Theatre,
'l.".|1l:'l.'l;' 1-.|H." |1ZI|:| |||:]:||;;|_| Liy l:-;-“ :|i|:_' '[rli:\h
Americans of her experiences a5 2 nurse with
the forces of Frunen, But the Gaels of this
wistern city have alwavs heen strong Republi-
cans. and demonstrated i oo uncertain man-
ner that thei sympathics were with Frank
Rvan and his comrades. and not with Franco,
Hitler and Mussalini. Alvan 250 Republicans
picketed the theatre, and numerous fights
ik p;.lu't' as o resalt of which some |3-|:.-|]:|L-
were injured,

“.Il.i" ol I!il]L'I! o Bex '|||, r|_'_|;'|||1r,||:'| _-||,'-;_'.:|r|_|._-||
w the TIrish b the Stmes e Father
(FFlanagan when he adidressed mass meet
ngs an hehalf of the Spanish Republican
Crevernment,

MAY DAY, 1939
Connolly Club Rally

May 1 15 the day when the workers of
the world march in their solidarity 1he
warld over,  James Capnolly devored
miuch of his nime to :idr.mrin;_l; the cause
of International Unny and hailed May
[y as a means 1o strengthen that uniry,

Irish men and women, therefore.
should rally 10 the Embankment on
May 1 at 2.0 p.m. and march under the
Conmally Banner 1o Hyde Tark and
show by Unity with their English com
rades theie determination o achieve
Connolly's aims,

If you are unable 10 come to the Fm
bankmene. rally 1o Hyde Park at 6 pom.
and poin the demonstration there,

“ An injury to one is the concern of

all.*

P

Ulster Protestants Are Irishmen

'l"'I'I.-‘\T the Ulster Protestant is just as much

Irish as the Tipperary Catholic, and with
the proper approach can be won o play his par
inan United lreland is the theme of an interest-
ing article by Lowis J. Walsh in the 51 Patricks
Day Number of * The Kerrvman.” an issue
which is wel| worth two pennies of anybody's
I'I'IL!I|'||2],'.

An amporiant poim put Torward by M,
Walsh is that * any feasible proposal for the re-
union of Ireland would be attacked by all our
73 per cenl. tarill pairiots, who have grown
rich on the appression of the poor amd the
absence of effective competition,”

Another statement with very grear truth in il
i5 " Rural Ulster, both Catholic and Protestant,
i5 mostly made up of the small men. and 1 can
assure Professor O'Rahilly that he would, in
normil circumstances, gel far more hacking for
an attempl 1o end the injustices of our present
social and economic system from the Orange
worker and workless than he is ever likely 10
do from the lazy ranchers of Meath or the
people who eat, drink, are merry and make
speeches at the sumpluows banquets of the
Federation of Irish Manufacturers,™

The English Worker Pays for
Partition

Al a great Anti-Partition meeting in Liver-
pool Mr. Eamonn Donnelly pointed out a few
facis about Partition thal concern every English
wiorker,

The Six Counties were  cosling  over
L12.000.000 annually —for 1 populalion of less
than the city of Liverpool, The position was
ridiculous.

When would the English public assert iiself.
Mr. Donnelly asked.  British money  was
squandered rieht, lefi and centre, L3000 00K)
woulld be paid next year, ending March, 1940,
and Britain would have to siump up more ihan
ever to keep this farce going on in Northern
Ireland,

Mr. Sean Brady, T.D.. said that the respon-
sibifity Tor Parlition rested with the Mational
Ciovernment, and 10 was the duty of the people
i this country 1o use their influence in the bal-
lot box wnd by other means to get rid of the
border

RESOLUTIONS

The Merseyside Connolly Club
learning of the imprisonment of 34 Irish men
by the authorities of the six counties of
Northern Treland, witheut charge or trial,
contrary e natural justice, and the demo
cratic nghts of the peaple of Treland,
demands
that they be insmediaely and unconditionally
released - :
and e granted full compensation for their
tilse T RSN T

The Merseyside Connolly Club

understanding thay Major Frank Ryan, stal
wart champion of Irish Independence and
commander of the Irish Unit of the Inter
natiemal Brigades, is at present imprisoned in
the Central €0, Burgos, Spain, sentenced
b 30 years' imprisonment,

demands that the Crovernmeny of Gieneral
Franco shall immediately and uncondition
ally release Major Frank Ryan, and furnish
him with a safe conduct home.
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*Who Are Our Allies
In England?*

A Republicun paper has accused us of con-
demning violence, of pandering 1o the Briush
proletariat, o whom they apply the phrase:
* Scratch an English friend of Ireland and yvou
find an Imperialisi.™

First. we would reply that we do nol con-
demn violence, and we would nol be followers
of James Connolly if we did, bul we do say that
the present bombings have not and are nol
advancing the cause of Irish Freedom and
Unmsty. As an alternative we would carnesily
urge Republicans 1o use their undoubted energy
and sincerity in helping 1o build the unity of the
forces sincerely opposed 1o the border and
Crasgavon's dictatorship and thus opening the
road o the full realisation of all our ideals, an
Irish Republic where poverly and unemploy-
ment will be ne more. That also we Irish in
England should not ignore the opponents of
Imperialism, who undoubtedly are our allies,
but rather should suppori them and, with our
greater revolutionary fire, help to smath Union-
ism for ever and free not alone Ireland bul also
[ndia, Palesting and the world's oppressed.

Secondly, we would ask, have Republicans
adopted the methods of all enemies of Ireland
and the Irish by endeavouring o cause a
further breach between the Irish and English
working classes, and 1he article we refler 1o,
does atlempt this? Was not the defence of
O'Connell that he had prevented this wnily
which must be maintained for the =afely of
Britain’s ruling class. Have Republicans so
goon [orgotten the teachings of Tone, Emmet,
Lalor, Mitchel and Connolly who all advocaied
our policy, Also, what was the Nationahty of
Fearse's father?

The history of the English working class will
show that even in Cromwell's day the Levellers
revolted against the invasion of ligland.  That
in 1848 there was a close alliance between Mit-
chel and the Chartist leaders like Frost and
Jones, who were imprisoned for therr fiery
defence of Muchel. That in 67 and later the
British workers, led by Mary and Engels, ¢on-
ducted a great campaign for the release of the
Fenians and the (reedom of Ireland and that
Engels sheliered one of the men who escaped
after the Muanchesier rescue,

In 1913, oo, ihe foodships sent to Ireland by
the '-\-'l:-rlf:mg men and women of England was a
living proof of their sobdarity and in 1916 and
1921 there were many protests agamst the brotal
policy of British Imperalism.  The Miners
Federation called for a General Strike. the
Hritish Socialist parties conducted demaonsira-
tions, meetings, eic., against the Black and Tan
terror and cven Official Labour, so show o
move cven in ils own inlerests, was valuahle
in ils report on the hurning of Cork and i its
work in Parliament.  Republicans, too, should
not so soon forget Hugh Martin and his work
on the Daily News.

English M.P. Calls for Free Ircland

To-day an English body. the Wational Coun-
¢!l Tor Civil Liberties, has denounced Craig-
avon's Special Power’s Act in an eacellent pam-
phlet which has received world publicity, and
only a few weeks ago, Mr. Gallacher, in the
House of Commons, called for a free Ircland
and projested against the victimisation of lrish
workers. A fact suppressed by the Fianna Fail,
Republican and Fine Ciael papers alike, in case
it may do somcthing 1o promote unity among
Irish and British workers,

To say thal no protesis huve been made
apainsl the sentences is misleading, and if o
critics were pot so predjudiced they would have
seen those projests imd also articles in the
British working-class press demanding the free-
dom and wnity of Irelind. They should par-
ticularly remember an article ™ An Exile hees
Through Those Binoculars ™ an their issuce of
May 7. 1938, and compare i1 with the leading
article in the English Paily Worker of April 27,
of the same year,

Apparemtly the writer of the article was ul
the fur.uininn that 1he eXpressions contained n
the Daily Worker editorial were worthy of
mention in a R:‘pul:iif.m newspaper., The
article concerncd was 1aken en blac with the
addiion of a few lines as the comment af the
We are, therefore, not alone in
|11.1Lc1|1|s_; use of all Pl:.f-z-:.l:lll.' allics in the ﬁf.’.hl
aganst Imperialism.

WrILCT.

1t must be remembered, teo, that Connolly
himsell had no illusions as 10 with whom he
should align himself in England and was one
of the leaders of the British Labour movement.
He ficreely denounced those who endeavoured
1o split the Unity of Irish and English workers,

Finally, are not the Eaglish unemployed amd
the underpasd alse victims of British Ruoling-
Class policy and wre they not our natural allies
in the struggle lor real freedom?

These facts may help to enlist more regard
for our policy from some Republicans whose
aims are ours and enable us to forge that Unity
which Coennolly and Pearse forged in 1916,

GREETINGS
O
IRISH
FREEDOM

A
]

(Staunch fighter for Trade Union
Rivhis in England Mick Kane has lived
I.I|'|I i the best traditions of Irishmen
forced to leave their country through
the palicy of British Imperialism).

“Allow me to congratulate you and a
e same tme thank vou for *lrish
Freedom.”

At last the Irish workers in this
countey have @ voice, which cutting
|I|:r-||;_':h all the shams and rotteniness of
the Capitalist press, will be added o 1he
veice of the British warkers raised in the
demnand for Social justice for the prople
at home and abroad.

We Irishmen who have played some
little part in the Labour and Trade
Ulnicn movement welcome it a8 2 new
and pawerful weapan for the arganis
ine of the Irish workers into that move-
mient and for the |;1t|i|-=|i|::||_l, of umity
hetween the two peoples against the
common enemy—for the speeding of
the day when we shall see Connolly’s
words ' We shall rise again " realised.

More power to your clboar,

e e ST T e LT P S T T S T P i

PEARSE, CONNOLLY AND THE
WORKERS REPUBLIC

(antimped e fige 3

A nation mav, for instance, deter
mine, s the free Trish nanion determined for
My cointuries, that private ownership shall
nev exist in land ; that the whole of @ nation’s
suibd 1% the |«|||!|ix' property of the nation. A
matien ey Jdetegmine. as many  maodern
matiens have determined, thar all the means
P T parT within a nation, all its r.'Ii]'.'.'.'L}'E
and waterways, are the public property of the
natten w he administered by the nation for
the general bencfir,

* A nation may go further and determine
that all the sources of wealth whatsoever are
the property of the nation, that each indi-
vidual shall give his service for the nation’s
good, anid shall be adequately provided for
h:.- the nation, and that all sr.lrl.'llu_'i wealth
shall po to the national treasury to be ex-

nded on national purposes, rather than to
be accumulated by private persons.

Pearse had  reached  these  conclusions
through his study of Miwchel and Finun
Lalor, ]HN.ﬂl:j. influenced to some d.L'J::I'EI: |.':I'§.'
the writings of Belloc and Chestertan, but,
above all. through Connolly’s * Labour in
Irish History,” which he read and re-read
from the days of the Dublin Strike in 1913
anwards, In private, Pearse spoke with great
enthusiasm of {}rnnul]y’ﬁ masterpiece. He
had less patience with the current editions of
the Red Hu_',lr{--mcun_p_{'rs. There was nothing
essentially un-Christian or anti-religious about
Socialism he said ; it was a question of eco-
nomics. Upon Connolly's Marxism, Pearse
refused to pronounce : “ 1 have nat studied
it sufficiently, and am quite ignorant of ir."
Larkin. in spite of his impetwosity and pos-
sible mistakes, was a pood man and a brave
man ¢ * He has done more in six months to
smash up Dublin Castle than ourselves and
all the politicians with all our talk." Pearse
liked ** the more virile Labour orgamsations
af i L!,‘qg, * hetter than the 1';111tin_|:_*, sectarian
Hihernian poliicians of the time who made
the welkin ring with denunciation of Li|1¢'rl}'
Hall. Larkin and l:'_".nnnu“_i' in the name of

Faith and Fatherland."

l::||||||:-||:r found Pearse '-'rt"il:‘.']!r' sy mpa-
thetic "' in the great crisis of 1913, From then
onwards, Pearse and Connolly came closer
and closer in thought until they united ane
April marming proclaim the lrish Republic,

“The Republic guarantees religions and
civil liberty, cqual rights and opportumiies
o all jts citizens, and declares its resolve w
pursue the happiness and prosperity of the
whasle navion and of all s prarts, cherishing
all the children of the nmion equally, and
oblivious of the differences ml‘tfll'”}' foszered
by an alien gowernment, which divided a
minority [rom the majority in the pas..”

Twenty-three years after, Treland sull pos-
sesses Red Scare-mongers and—Darnition !
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LAW IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

By BETTY SINCLAIR

v ire the Acts wsed present® A few
eiamples will suthee w answer thar question,

(s foome 22, |'|II_:'|-.{|. a o o filteen yedr olid
charged under the Special Powers Acts ar 4
Special Court i Bellasi, refused o plead, and
was senicnced o feelee monehs s
merd. This arrest was made on the busis of
the lnding-of a jotter, inoa raid carried ot in
the Pearse Flall, in King Strect, Beliast, in
which the name of 1he vouth appeared in con-
neciion with a mete which, 1 was ..II:I:':-_[L"{I.
relaved e ™ shadow ing " wuork dune b i,

On July 20, 138 Mrs. Mary MeAreavy,
Bellast, 2 voumg  woman of 23,
with her hushand, John MeAreavy,
charged with having  documents reliting
to the affairs of the Irish Republican Armu,
was sentenced e feeefee mantss i frrd oo
gt seidh faird fadonee,

On Augnse 30, 1938, in defiance of a = clear
out * order, wiven w the authorities, Mr.
r':CII'I'll'.lI!!I I-}-!'ZII'II'II:_“!.'L (i _I-.[:L, .L:'ul,] ;'|'|1'||;11|-_'r -;:f
the Exccutive of the Fianna Ful Partv, was
stll living in Ais onen home. Mr. Donnelly, a
constiutional Navonalist, had been released
the week belore from Belfas gaol, where he
had served a sentence of one month™s m-
prisanment for refusing ta obey the fowrteen-
yeayold Order prohibiting him from residing
in five of the Six Counties. This, despite the
facas that Mr. Donelly was born in the Six
Cionnties, and that it is there that he has reared
his tamilv. Interesting, in this case, is the
atticile of the Government, which has not
ver moveed against Mr. Donnellve and refuses
to state, on being questioned, whether he and
Mr. De Valera are sill afected by these
Exclusion Orders, issued under the Special
Pawers Aet. The minister sigtes thar o is
nat in their awn best interests thar the |:||I1| 1w
should b informed s 1w whe is, and wlior 1y
e, excluded !

On Sepiember 1y, 14938,
Plain-clothed- palicetien  raided 1he Austin
Saack Club, Falls Boad, Belfast. The ruid
ok place in the evening, about g.30 o'dock,
and the forty members present were fned up
agairst the wall and searched. Sames and
addres os were taken. This ¢lub is 4 branch
of the Young Ireland Independent Associa
ton,  conducts Ciaelic amd
ceilidhes,

ki I'IH |8

Woan

classes, runs

Arrests Without Charge

In December, I-:g-;ﬂ, 13 Noung men wore
arvestedd without chorge and are still detained
withett trial, 1

A big feature of the inumidiion amd terror
carricd vt under the Acts, is the |.||||'|||5,_[ ol
homies i the dhead of night, vr the very |*.|r|].-
the morning,  The houses are
|]1nr4-||y||]_l. searched, questions are  asked,
anl, very alten, ismates are srrested wighouns
any charge being  preferred against them,
Wo charge 15 necesry! of Tare, the procedure
alrer the arrests have been made i 14 .I"F"i,'”
pront and photagraph the men or women:
this is e withour any legal [ustification,
apart from the Specal
selvis

h-'|||| %k

Powers Avis them
There are abwan thirty five Jrersms
(ncluding 1wo voung women) present
_\L'r'l-'irlj_[ MNICHoes rli. fmm LR TR |||r [EER (4] l,.'|'.|;|'~1
imprisonment,  This is the state of affairs in
“democran U Naorthern Ireland— Loge
Lraggavon’s * Coarden of Fden ™t

(To be continued.)
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Liverpool Branch of Con-

nolly Club Demand Release

of Rebublican Prisoners in
North of Ireland

Also Release of Frank Ryan from
Burgos Prison

The recemly formed Liverpool Branch of
the Connolly Club passed strong resolutions
willished in this menth's paper on the gues-
tion of the Republicans arrested  withow
charge in Belfast. The firs meeting was well
atteneled  amd the dmcrest shown was in-
dicative of the determination of the members
ter fighe the Tuntles of Irish workers,

Phe fullowing oificers were elected @ Chair-
man, ). Girav: Treasurer, Madpe Carroll;
I. Muorrav  and . Carroll: Hr_'..'n-l.lz'}',
P OFDaire, 200 Ishington, Liverpool, B,

A muss mecting s to bhe held on the anni-
versary of James Connelly an May 12 and o
campuaign for the sales of Irish Freedom was
plnned,

LONDON BRAMNCHES

The recently formed speakers’ classes have
been successtul and the club is now capable of
sending speakers 1o Labour Party Branches,
vie., and already this month three meetings
were spoken to by members of the club. In
EVCTY Casc d quantity of literature has been
suld and much good discussion aroused,

Jrin to-day. by filling in the artached form
anel pusting to the Secretary, Connally Club,
4fr Lonsdale Square, London, N.1.

I wish o join the Connolly Clyls,
MNaine

Mdldress, T e

st 1 Secrctary Connolly Club,
46 Lonsdale Square, N1,

Frank Ryan Release Committee

WIDE and representative committee has
wen formed i Dublin 1o campaign
tor the release of Frank Ryan.  The Com-
mattee has for ws President, Mr, Avdghan
'::'IHiI]H”::.'. Vice Presidents, Senatr Miss
PPearse,  Senaor [0 Kobinsen,  Madame
Melirude, Counciller Uladh and Tom Barry.
Coammitiee 1 Simaon i.'lnnnu_.lf}-, Mich:el l’r:u_'lr'1
I (¥Kecle, Maire Comertord, Hmh!}' iy
illy, Mrs, Austin Stack, E. De Barra, B, M.
Fex, Linda kKearns, F Camphell and DD,
OV Reilly.

The Commities intened as o lirse step in the
GOSN e rganise a Petition to the Depart-
ment of External Afairs, sygrmged Ly potigile of
all shades of opinion, respuesting  that the
Cawrernment make strong FEprescniiion  to
Franco fur the early release of Frank Ryvan.
In & statememt issued to the Press the Com
mitiee stites " 'We are conscious of the great
services rendered by Mr, Frank Ryan 1o this
country i the Mational and euliural move
meis, ™"

The fricouls of Frank Ryan in England
must help in o every [mmhlf way by co-
sperating o secure his earbiest possible e
lease.  Feewn Trade Union and  Labour
Party branches the demand for his release
musl be heard.  Any financial sums, bowever
sl sen e the Commuittee will |I|r‘FF| the
work of saving this gallam leader from
Francos prison,  Contributions should  be
sent 1o the Secretary, Frank Ryan Release
Commitiee, 138, /5S¢ H1r|1||t|'1‘u Uireen,
Lubdin,

FREEDOM X ITS MEANING

It wos mv antenton this manth w review:
w hastory o the Britsh working class in s
relation 10 the strugele for democracy and
vivilisation in Spain and to link this u[i with
our own struggle in Ireland. However, ar
this perien] 1 Feel that a short review of the
events leading up to the war in Spain, together
with 21 short summing up of the issues in-
vilved, is vitally impertant.

Alter the clection of the Republican
Ciovernment in February 1036 we find a vast
amionnt of useful reforms lavourable w0 the
common people of Spain.  Chief among these
reforms was the use of Public manies, before
u'|u:lm|c'rfd ]'r!.' the ** Grandess " now devoted
10 such purposes as building schools for chil-
dren, and power plants used 1o a large extent
e irrigate the land, a problem which the
Lirmers had long i‘lu}mﬁﬂ solve,  Unfor-
wnately, however, the Spanish Republican
Covernment. made one unforgivable mistake
when it entrusted the contrel of its army in
the hands of spoon-fed officers of the old
regime most of whom ignored the interests of
the country and the wall of the people when
thev seeretly plotted with the foreign invaders
with the ghastly results we are all wo pain-
fully aware of nogw,

From the outbreak of the War weo were
treated Dy the entire capitalist press with the
same vile, !}Iing propaganda which seeks to
justify all imperialist and colonial slaughter.
The siaries we, as Irish, are most interested in
were those which artempted to paint the fas.
cist invasion as a religions war. Even if we
are 10 take these stories at their face value or
even if we were to believe that avernight,
Catholic Spain turned heathen and  atheist
and that the ™ Infidel Moor " and criminal
turned quickly to religion, it would be hard
t helieve that a people confronted as they
were, and ﬁp;luing from the starr with their
lucks 1 the wall could find time, or waste
precious bullets fighting and killing harmless
innncent priests and nuns, It would be
equally hard to believe thar a people whose
cities were destroyed en masse should increase
their misery and want of shelter by burning
churches. Viewing it from ghis hight all of
ws, I foel, should be content to relegate this
tvpe of propaganda to the realms it deserves,
rejoice in the Tact that such was not the case,
while possibly we may feel hurt ar those whe
sir lightly valued our sense of imagination.

Next month 1 will definitely discuss the
rale of the Retish working class in the
spamish war, Extie.

{(Ta he continued.)
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“ IRISH FREEDOM »
MUST CARRY ON

We have received dozens of letiers of
congritulation om  the issue of our
paper and i1 15 therefore essential thai
we carry on.  The expense of issuing a
paper such as owrs which treads on the
corns of so many complacent people
who ignore the wvital teachings of our
leaders is tremendous and unless we ohb.
tain the financial support of our readers
we must lail.

We have established a “ Fighting
Fund ~ 1o enable us to carry on and we
appeal 1o all readers who value our
work 1o send their subseriptions to us
immediately.  Any sum, no maiter how
small, will be welcome.

Chegues and Postal Orders should be
mide payable o the Edilor, * Irish
Freedom,” and sent 1o 46, Lonsdale
Square, London, N.1.
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VICTIMISATION OF
IRISH WORKERS

Labour Must Stand Against
Dismissals

British  Imperialism  drives  lrishmen  amd
women from their country and lorces them o
scek o living in England,  Mow it seems that
even that is 10 be denied them
the country news repches us of the dismissals of
Irish workers from their jobs conseguent on 1he
recent explosions

This action must be mel with the nnted vowe
ol all Trish orgamsations in England and repre-
senlalions must also be made o the Goverming
bodies of the Trades Union Congresses in lre-
land and England,

The great majority of the Irish workers are
as myshified about the explosions as anvone else
and therefore should not be made o sulfer he-
cause of the actions of a few.

To vichimise indiscriminately therefore 15 an
onirage on Civil Liberties and mus: be met with
Umited action, We look for such action and
will be glad 1o lead i 10 stop once and for all
this practice,

We ask all those who have definite infor-
mation o wrile © us immediately se that the
matier can be laken up,

From all over

N::{es frmin |
the North

SACKING OF PIGS
MARKETING BOARD

A few shight examples of the corruption in
Maorthern lreland officialdom have come 1o hight
in the past month.

The first was the secking of the Pigs Market-
ing Board., The lirst indication the public hil
of a crisis in the affairs of the Board was the
prosecution of a Board Official in an English
courl Tor taking bribes. This wis followed by
the dismissal of the Board itsell by the
Morthern Minister ol Agriculiure.  Inguiries
had shown thal large sums of the Public's
money were being coyly direcled into private
pockets by the somewhat me-worn methed of
“Expenses.” These details were al first sup-
pressed in the local papers, but the Englsh sen-
sationalist press seized on the story with gusio,
and cals of all shapes and sizes were released
gaily from the bug.

CORRUPTION IN
HIGH PLACES

Right on the heels of this came the dissolu-
fion of the Belfast Board of Guardians. 1L was
revealed that the Government had examined
the accounts of the Belfast Uinon, and m the
words of o letter from the Mumesiry of Home
Affairs of Northern Ireland—" The resulis ol
these investigalions were communicated 1o the
Cruardians, the Ministry pomting oul thit they
indicated that grave and serious defects existed
with regard to the keeping and taking of stock
in the Workhouse, that excessive guantibes ol
siock had been ordered, and that serious dis-
crepancies in qualily existed between samples
and bulk supplies.”  Accordingly, the Boasd
was sacked, and two Government officials ap
pointed in its place, but this is no remedy

It & thought that ihe dissolution of these 1w
hodes 15 a clever move on the part of the
Government 1o avosd a public inguiry, lor
which there is a rising demand.  Another theosy
is that the Government precipitated this *Bomb-
shell * in an effort 10 distract the public alien-
tign from the Transport Board which also s in
i terrible state, having just announced big losses
on the year's trading and an increase in pas-
senger fares. And already the public are being
bled white!

bt

Irish Freedom And
British Democrats

By Thos. MacKoin

Our paper can plioe a hig mot in educating
the English democriacy.  From no other Lrish
spurce i Englund are the English misses likely
1o bearn how real v the prevance the workers
and small farmers of lrelund, Rorth and South

in the S Counties as well s o of them
have against the Partition of Ireland.  From
no other source are they hikely o leirn so well
how this Partion works evil for the English
workers, 1oo. and how much the English
workers can do: in congunction with their Insh
comriades to emd 1he evil.

It would not be the first 1ime, either, that the
Encglish democracy had made 11 foree tell on
the sude of the struggle lor freedom in Ireland.

The Uniied Irishmen had many conlacts with
English amd Scoilish democrats.  There were
i fact witempis to form soceetics of Linted
Englishmen and United 5Scotsmen 1o acl i
concert with the United Irishmen. At the trial
i 1793 of the Scottish = Jacobin ™ demacril,
Thomas Muir, the chiel count i the imdiciment
was 1hat he had  produced and read aloud at
a mecting in LEdinburgh  an  inflammatery
address from the Sooety of United Inshmien,”
He wis transported [or loureen yeirs.

At the * British Convention of Delegates ol

the Friends of 1the People Associated 1o oblain
Universal Suffrage and Annual Parbaments,
which met in Edinburgh inm November of the
same yeur, 1o [raternal delegates from the
Society of Unned Irishmen attended,  Their
account of the Convention Bill which had just
been enacied i lreland 1o make such assemiblics
as this one illegal proaduced the most important
discussion and decision ol the Assembly. 1t
was his debate which was made the prelext by
the Authorites %r suppressing the convenlion
and prosccuting¥its leaders—most of whom
were transporied [or lourteen years,
. Dwring the rising of 1798 the officials of the
Lomlon Corresponding  Society  were  placed
under arrest on suspicion of complicity with the
= preasonible schemes of the United Irishmen.”
Oine of the leading members was arrested and
tricd with Arthur O°Conner and O°Coigly.

Emmet's Alliance with British
Rebel

Major Despards conspiracy in 1803 Tor
which he amd six privite seldiers in the Cuards
were hanged outside the Southwick Gaol, was”
connected with “Suppressed ™ sociely of United
Fnglishmen, and also with the conspiracy n
freland which ended in the rising headed by
Robert Emmeit,

During the agitation for Catholic Emancipa-
tion headed by Danicl O'Connell, English
democrats played a hig part in exciting the

“ | Stand by the Proclamation of
the Rebublic”

‘1 am not o criminal, T am hghting lor
the treedom of my country, tor hundreds of
vears Irishmen have fought for freedom anil
will comtnue o 1]:_1|1|: s |n|1f_r| as any part o

that country s o cupied by the British,

* After Easter 116 my father suffered im.
i-.:.u nment |:1.|_"\-; ause ]'|1_' l!|:lrl.'ll W] I:LkL‘ lIE" Arms
apamst the Briish in Ireland. 1 am proud
tos Eollow in his foatsteps and in the foorstops
of all others whe gave life and liberty for
Irish frecdom.

“1 offer no apology to this court for my
actions, 1 stand I_J':' ihe pnrr|;u11;|l:i-ul1 of the
Hn_-puHif, that is all."

Sa declared Michael Mason at the Old
Bailey.

puiblic apimon which fereed the Broosh Govern-
ment W congede OConnell’s main demands.

Althonegh OO0 onpell homesedl, in the end, came
down heavily on the side of opposition o the
English O hartst agmapon, and poded himsetf
on having made Chartism impossible i lrelind.
he more  reveluiomzey Young  Irelanders
calablished relations with 1the most dvanced
Lnghish  Chartisis John Michels  section of
the * lrish  Confederates ™ fan  organisalon
which  was Torced 10 hieak  away  from
O'Connell’'s  Repeal  Associatien by his
anti=democrabe  aititude, apd  the =0l more
ohjechonable atmode of his son, John O'Con-
nellt had branches in England which associated
themselves closely with the English Chartists
and senl delegales 1o their Conventions.  Ermest
lones, the best of the Chartist leaders, was sen-
lencel 10 two years” imprisonment Tor  his
speech of projest i the arrest and transporta-
tren of John Michell

Fenian's Imprisonment

Dwring the Fenian period 11 was, according
v John OFLeary supporicd by James Connally,
the lrish in Eeglomd-—working men mosily—
wha fermed the strengest and most reluble Sec-
tions of the Brotherhood

Miotwithstanding set-backs the English demo-
crats headed by the International Workingmen's
Assocution (of which Karl Marx was the lead-
ing spirit) led ihe agitation in England which
ended tn an amnesty Tor the Fenman prisoners.

During the Land League agitation, Michael
Daviet obiained sustained and valuable aid
from English democrats and workingmen Rads-
cals amd  Socialists, whose  sympathies e
systematically culivated.

English Radicals and Socealists —stimulated
thereto by the Irish in England who maintained
contact with them—lorced Gladsione and the
Liberal Party 1o change front on the guestion
of Heme Rule [or Ireland.

During the debates of the Third Home Rule
Bill and the Carsonite agitation which accom:-
panied 1f, it was the English Socialists, Labour
Party men, and Trade Unionisis who forced
the wavering leaders of the English Liberal®
Party 1o stand 1o their guns,

English Socialists and democrats were plan
spken in thewr indignaion at the execution of
James Connolly and the other leaders of the
1916 rising. And ihe pressure of English demao-
cratic opinion helped 10 put an end 1o the
“Tan ™ War and concoct the Treaty,

That the English democrais have been re-
peatedly swindled by the Government is true,
But as olten as nol thal has happened because
the Irnsh in England have not always been will-
ing b lake the necessary slepf=te-nable the
English democracy to understand the irue
nature and heanngs of Insh grievances,

One small example may serve 1o show that
the English democracy can understand when
the guestion 1= fairly posed before them. At
Imernational Sociabist Conferences it was €us-
tmary o vole by * natons ™ each nation decad-
ing s vole by a maprily within (18 own panks,
James Connolly attended the International Con
ference i Paris an 190, and as aganst the
ruling of the Arrangements Commission which
would hive included him in “England™ claimed
that lreland 15 a nation and entitled 1o vole as
sich,  His claim was remitted 1o the English
delegation lor their opinion, and they, despite
an attempt at resstance (rom H. M. Hyndman,
were overwhelmingly in Tavour of Connolly's
claim. The Bureau thercfore conceded Con-
nolly's claims, and a1 all International Working-
(Class Conferences since then Ireland has been
conceded full national status and voting rights.
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THE MONTH IN

IRELAND

BY “FENIAN"

Lnity Can Be Achieved

While Higler imperdism has been Ireatimg
Loecchoslvitkia as Beish imperialism likes 1o
freat Dreliomd wsing Slonakia us Britain has
wand MOE, Lister. on the principle of = divide
amd vule 7 the people of the S Counties have
heen given the opporiunity of thinking how
mch they have to pay for the privilege of keep-
ng open the door for Brilish imperud inieresis
i Ireland. The estimales of  * Northern
Ireland 7 Geovernment expenditure Tor 19349-40
are up by no less than ESS5.E90, aboui 5 per
cenl.. i an ares  already thoroughly  im-
poverished by the extravagence of a Govern-
ment of vested nleresis. Now il something
serious were poing 10 be done by the dictators
al stormonl o alleviate sulfering caused by
their past msdeeds, nobody would object 1o
them spending more meney.  Bul what in fact
are they spending this money on?  We find
that mrore shen EIDOD0 of the imcreased e pess
ditnre s for the npheep of the Special Con-
stearhpfery —whiach 5 going 1o cost our unfor-
tuniaie Morthern fellow-counirvmen L1686, 184,
instead of E5SEY95. The cost of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary is ulso being increased by
EXYGO0 1o £TE0,TIM, and That of the secrel ser
vice hy £850 10 £2.600, an imcrease of over H
per cent.  In fact, oul of o iotal expenditure of
just over £12 000,000 nearly ] mailion is on the
State apparatus for keeping the people of the
Si% Counties in subjection.  This, of course, n-
cludes nothing of that part of Norihern
Ireland’s contribution 1o the imperial excheguer
which poes o keeping up the Hritish Army.
which also helps 10 enable Britain 1o retain her
grip on Irelamd,

As for the unemploymenl estimates, they are
wp by ETEOME noi, of course, beciuse more
relief is 1o be piven. but because 2 hgher
average ol of wnemployed is expecled. "

These fjgures do a very great deal to exphin
the present condition of Ireland. No o nation
can be sconenyeally or spicituagy healthy tha
has its wealth (Pus drained away and lor such
purposes.  * Morthern Ireland © s spending like
a sovereign siale, and not only the people of the
Six Counties, bul 1he whole nation has 1o suffer
for .

A Dereliet Arca

This month, also, has shown that even wilh
this wast expenditure, and with subsidies from
the Imperial Exchegquer, © Northern Ireland © s
becoming an cconomic desert,  The much-
boosted  agricultural  marketing  schemes of
Basil Brook. that arch baiter of defenceless
oppanents, are collapsing in all directions, Mol
only are hoards heing dissolved and ther mem-
hers ressgmang, bul prosecutions [or corruplion
have even been begun against some of the em-
ployees of one of them. On March 11, Mr,
Ciamble, a Unionist MOP. speakiing on the dis-
missal of 1he Pig Marketing Board, stated tha
“Morthern Ireland” was i danger of Hitlerasm,
during the same week the LUlster Farmers
Unijon passed a strong resolution condemning
the action of Stormen buresucrans m mlerfer-
ing with the interests of the Tarming com
munily, and shonly aferwards o came to hight
that in some mysterious manner the difference
in the price of cgps sold in Portadown on @
Saturday and again in Liverpoal on a Monday
was aboutl &, a dozen compared with only 1d.
before the Stormont Egg marketing scheme was
brought in.  Meanwhile, the tiansporn chios
continues, and unemployment was higher at the

hepmming ol March than at the begmnng ol
February.

South of the Border, the Northern lreland
Fublicity  Service carned the cratiude of the
malien by publishing o survey of comparative
carnimgs of the same cluss of worker in the
Six and i the Twenty-Six Counties, e.g. -

Waee per hour

Trade Blias 1Dublin
Bricklaver, Carpenter,

Painter i ; | /¥ | N
Butbders” Labovrer K FES!
Hand Compositor /il BFLLY
Cabiner Maker 1r a1-

This is the kind of material which should be
hromdenst by Radio Athlome nightly in a special
leature Tor MNorthern listencrs, and scatbered
throughout Lhe 5ix Counties in leaflet form by
the T.ULC, which does nol officizlly recognise
Parntion—and by the Labour amd MNationalist
lerces of thal area, working in co-operation as
the Hon. Frank Pakenham so wesely called on
them o do in his magnificent speech at Mewiy
on March 14, on a programme based on the
great  eneyelienl,  © Cuadragesime . Anno.”
For if the month of March, 1939, has demon-
arrated more clearly than ever the incompeicnee:
of 1he Stormont gang, and the danger 10 the
whole nation of their being allowed o remain
i power one day longer, i has also demon-
sirited the urgent need in Tace of the menace
of Hitlerism in Europe, coupled with London-
derrv's and Hoare's deliberate encourapement
of Hitheriam @t Stormeont as in Berlin, of a drive
agamnst Paritton along lines agreed on by all
Irish Progressives. As one of the speakers said
af a0 5L Patrick’s Day  demonstration  at
[Munganmon

De Valera's Pledge
“ A united Irelund could bring fo the side
of England the greal democratic nabion of
l.'.Fi-._-'\.\ thus Torming a conlederation of demo-
crahg peoples so strong that no nelion or group
of pations would dare 1o attack ™

By “strong ™ he did not mean only in the
military sense. He meant that Treland could
play her part im such a confederation by
developing her resources of man-power and
natural wealth on a national scale, and it is just
such a development of resources that is urgently
necded 1o-day,

Who can give the lead in this? We ol the
progressive movemend i rebnd, and m oexle,
cam prompl. the Covernmend in Dublin
present 15 alone able o launch o real scheme for
the rapnd ending of Partition, and thus the crea-
tan of the ahove-mentioned democratic con-
lederatan of Tree pooples,  The Covernment in
Dublin is able o do this: has it the w617 In
spite of all things, 1 beligve it has, il prompted
hard enough.  In these critical times | believe
it can be aroused once agam o s responsibili-
hes before history and belore Trish democrals
the world over, and 1 belicve we should be
erimnal 1o go nto fachous opposition 1o it just
nowe. 1 want 1o ask you—cach of my histeners

lo pledue voursell anew, as | pledged I'I'E:..'E-EH
d lew diys apga beside the grave of the greiw
(VMNeill, never rest until that land which the
Almighty so clearly designed o be one, shall
belong, undivided, o the Irish people™  So
said Mr. De Valers on S50 Parick’s Day.  Let
irs take him at his word, and suggest that he call
on us to implement our pledge by Following him

i pigantic campaign on some such lines as
Ihese
A Programme for Unity

CAY Unity of all organisations, North and
South of the Border and abroad, which believe
im the catublishmen! of an independent united
Irish Republic, to carry out the campaign for
its establishment; . 5

thy A carcfully thought-omt cconomic pro
gramme for ©* Naorthern Ireland ™ 10 be put into
cllect as soon a5 unily has been achieved.
includmg :

I. Embargo on cheap goods. particularly
Brivish and Japanese, which are now flooding
the Six Counties and rurming hame mdusiries,
... leather goods, bricks, tovs, jams. [ool-
wear (all of which used to be made in the
six Cowundies, and exporfed, bul are now 1m-
ported, draining money from lreland into
Britain);

2. Whaolesale elecirification schemes;

3. Work schemes at Trade Union rales
for Morthern unemployed, pending their
absorplion in the new pational economy,

4. Abolilion of anmuty payments by
Morthern farmers;

5. Break-up of large estates in the 5
Countics and their division amGng or
farmers and farm-workers;

(C) An economic programme for the Twenty-
Six Counties 1o dovetall with that lor the
redeemed ferritory, including

I. More rapid land-division;

2. Work schemes al Trade Union rates for
the OO0 unemploved in the Twenty-Six
Countics on Lhe development of the pational
resources, amd above all the peat bops and
water-power of the country;

i Bold slum-clearance scheme [or the
whole country;

4. The whole 10 be financed by the
nationalisation of the credit system of the
whole country and heavy taxation of all in-
comes drawn from the ownership of land
and house property or [rom abroad;

D) Greatly increased educational facilities
for the whole thirty-two County Ireland;

{E} Guarantee of freedom of speech and
assembly 1o all Trishmen and women.

Let us pledge ourselves also in the name of
the great O'Meil, and of all our exiled and
martyred dead, 1o urge on the present head of
the Brish State such a programme as this 1o
capiure the imagination of ouwr people, and
never rest until it has been put into effect,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

As a Belfast worker and a Protestant [
agree with your paper in its fight against
iritish Imperialism, but 1 don't see how a
United Irjsjh Republic will benehit me.

"l-'-'clgn are as guutl if not berter in the Six
Counties, Unemployment Pay is much higher
anmd also a United Ireland means Catholic
rule some of us getting shot or beaten up and

a very slender chance of a livelihood.
W. Livpsay,
Belfast,

Editorial Note.—Wages are not higher in
the Six Counties, and while unemploymgent
pay is lower in * Southern Ireland ™ there is
i strong demand for remedying this.  Our
conception of a Republic is that advecated by
Pearse and Connolly, where the  common
pr':r-ph: of Ireland, Protestant and Cathalie,
will own and contmal the wealth and land.
Such 2 H:‘:}mh]ic will benefit the workers,
Narth and South. The proposals of De
Valera edfers a basis for the unir}l of all Irish-
men opposed to the Border for opening the
riad 1o this Republic, )

i
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