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NOTES. 

Ulster will Fight. 

Every election campaign is necessarily a game of 
bluff, but in this contest the palm must be given 
to the members of the Ulster Unionist Council, 

who have soared to heights undreamt of by Mr. 
William O’Brien in his most: hysterical moments. 

Quite in the manner of the Fat Boy in ‘ Picl 

wick,” they have set themselves to freeze our blood 
by opening a fund of £10,000 to buy arms in case 

the verdict at the polls should not be entirely to 
their satisfaction. What they are going to do 
with the rifles, and who will be found to use 

them, are questions that apparently they have 
Up to the 

present they have recruited only generals for their 
army; and if and 

not thought worthy of consideration. 

the rank file 

dable stuff than the mob of lawyers ‘‘ on the 

ave not more 

provision merchants, militia captains, and 
ex-landlords, who are the self-elected leaders, they 
are not likely to keep anybody awake o’ nights 

visions of battles and bloodshed. with People 
who plan revolutions do not, if they are serious, 
advertise the fact in the newspapers at election 
rates, nor in the twentieth century is war made 
by dealing out rifles indiscriminately at street cor- 
ners, Like a good many other declarations of the 

this Arms 

h consumption, and if it results 

Ulster jor Council 

En, 

in the capture of a 

Fund is in- 

ided for 

few Liberal constituencies 

across the Channel it will have served its purpose 
In Ulster it has fallen flat. Northern Unionists, 

whatever else they may 
the 

lack, possess a sense of 
humour, and most fanatical of them smile 

broadly in y if not in public, at the idea of 
an army led by such nondescript commanders as 
Lord Londonderry, Right Hon. Thomas Sinclair, 

Wallace, 
enough to 

Colonel and Captain Craig. They are 
ready take advantage of any party 
capital that may result, but as a practical policy 

it will never get beyond platform talk 

Young Ulster. 
T he younger generation, \ more logic and 

less prejudice, has been quick to see that the de- 
cision, whether serious or not, is tantamount to an 
admission of the whole Irish case for self-govern- 
ment. If it means anything it means that Ireland 
north as well as south of the Boyne refuses to 
recognise any inherent right of the electors of 
Great B: 
The Or 

rule falls in wi 

tain to decide how it shall be governed 
(Ons 

h our wishes we obey it, but if you 
men say, in effect long as your 

attempt to impose any system to which we object 
claim the right to resist it by force of arms.” 

f course, is the Nationalist position much 
more stro put than a good number of Home 

Fre 
the 

would phrase it. that it is only a 
ition of fact the Irish 

question must be settled by an arrangement be 
en the r 

the I 
hold them: 

val parties at home, not by appeals 
glish people, whose decisions both sides 

ves free to repudiate. And when that 
taken politics in Ireland enter on a new 

Nationalists and the North. 
The step might have been taken years ago i 

Nation 

natural lines. 

st policy had been developed along 
Had a tithe of the energy spent in 

drumming up votes in English constituencies or in 
despate 
Australia, 

embassies and 

1 New 

envoys to America, 

anc Zealand, been devoted to pro- 
agandist work in Ulster a solid body of adherents 

wi have been obtained amongst men who are 

now either openly hostile to the national move 
ment, or who shrug their shoulders and say 
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plague on both your houses Sut since the 
Parnellite Split the Northern province, as far as 
the Unionist population is concerned, has been 
practically ignored by the Parliamentarians. No 
attempt was made to understand their attitude or 

grapple with problems that appealed to them, and 
the economic grievances of Belfast workers were 

regarded as their own affair, not as the business of 
men who professed to represent the Irish people as 
a whole. The prevailing idea seemed to be that 
they should be left to stew in their own juice, and 
if they did not fall in with whatever scheme the 

Liberals carried through the English Parliament 
that they should be, in a phrase of a prominent 
Parliamentarian which has never been forgotten, 

A few men like “ overborne by the strong hand.” 
Michael Davitt recognised the futility of 
course of action, and felt that it would pay a 
Nationalist Party better to convert Ulster than to 

Michael 

Davitt died before his plans had matured, and no 

this 

win a thousand victories at Westminster. 

successor arose to carry on his work. 

In the Last Ditch! : 
The old Tory gang has succeeded in stifling Mr. 

Sloan and the Independent movement, and in all 
probability—we write before the result of the polls 
is known—will go back to Westminster as strong, 

But 
knows the North, and is able to weigh facts calmly, 

that the: 
last ditch.” Tc 

if not stronger, than before. no man who 

entertains the slightest doubt are on 

their last legs as well as in the ‘ T 

quote a comment of their idol, Disraeli, ‘ Extra- 
vagance is being substituted for energy. Their 

paroxysms end in prostration A party sure of 

itself does not talk ‘ plain cannon” as they have 
done, nor try to prevent serious discussion by ap: 

peals to the lowest elements in human nature 
Their policy all through the contest has revealed 
them as bankrupt both in ideas and ethics. There 

Unionist case a Tome Rule, but it is isa inst 
not the case put forward by their spokesmen. 

they have not hesitated to do, that 
Dublin 

mean the establishment of the Catholic Church as 

To argue, 

the opening of a Parliament in would 

a State institution and the persecution of all oth 

creeds, is to confess that on the real questions at 
issue they have no belief in the merits of their 

cause. Even their appeals to bigotry and pre: 

judice are so muddled and inconsistent that one 
speaker can always be used to demolish the con 

le one ex-Moderator of 

MacDermott, 

tentions of another. Wh 

the Presbyterian Church, Rev. Dr 

is booming on a Belfast platform that Home Rule 
Protestants the 

triumph of the Catholic Hierarchy ; another, Rev. 
means the destruction of and 

Dr. Prenter, is explaining in Dublin that under 
an Irish Parliament the Catholic Church must in 

Edward Carson con- evitably go to the wall. Sir 
jures up a vision of Ulster bled white by taxation 

to supply the needs of the tatterdemalion peasants 
Mr 

on the other hand, is convinced that the South of 

of the South and West; and Charles Craig, 

Ireland has become so prosperous that the people 
have no ambition to govern themselves, and ask 
nothing more than to be left alone. Thinking 
men see these absurdities in their true light, and, 

thank Heaven, the banging of the Orange drum 
no longer suffices to drive reason out of court north 
of the Boyne. 

Wanted—A Policy. 
Beneath all the surface froth and fury, strong 

and silent currents are running, which those who 
the 

Men 

are becoming more and more discontented with a 

profess to lwind and dire 
storm have neglected to take into account. 

pc of flat negation, which ins‘sts on the main- 

tenance of the status quo as the one essential, and 
rules out 

the 

any constructive scheme as a device of 
enem, Pressing grievances must remain 

without remedy lest the integrity of the Union 

should be impaired; intellectual interests must 

likewise to the wall or loyalty would be 

inted by any trifling with the Gaelic 

the Anglo-Irish literary movement holds out 

g of truce with no other object than that of 

shooting down any Unionist unwary enough to be 
Wherever the young Ulsterman 

labelled in 

deceived by it 
turns he finds a notice-board orange 

and blue, ‘‘ Dangerous—No Road,” and sees him- 

self condemned to a narrow and sterile provin- 

cialism. Is it any wonder if in this plight he has 
begun to ask himself what exactly Unionism offers 
in return for such sacrifices ? 

the 
North the traditions of generations are not easily 

He has been slow 
in discovering right answer, for in the 

But the conviction is growing that 
the doctrine that is proclaimed to the outside 

world as the faith of Ulster leads only to a blind 

alley; that if his province is to play her part in 

the life of the 

ground of understanding with the majority of his 
is a vital necessity 

flung aside. 

national future, some common 

fellow-countrymen is 2 
beginning to see that appeals to Engl 
ference by one side or the other will never effect 

a real solution, and: merely aggravate an impos- 
sible situation. As yet his discontent has not 
taken definite shape, the reactionaries have still 

e centre of the stage, and take good care that 

no voice shall be heard but their own. Yet any 

body who knows Ulster is aware that « solid bod) 
of Ulstermen waits only for a lead to fling off the 
party bonds that cripple and hamper them. Par- 
liamentarianism of the orthodox type does not 
appeal to them, for, rightly or wrongly, they hold 

the orthodox that and 

that 

difference between it 

Unionism is no greater than between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee. They are pro 
foundly uninterested in the struggle for supremacy 

that 

feature of Parliamentarian polic 

between warring sections has been the one 
since the death 

of Parnell, and care as little for John Redmond 
or William O’Br 
pernel or old John Naps of Greece. 

n as they do for ‘‘ Henry Pim- 
Devolution 

they suspect as an aristocratic plan to pull the 
Sinn chestnuts out of the fire for the landlords; 

Fein has never been placed before them in a 

fashion that would enable them to judge it on its 
merits. What they hope for is the emergence of 
a Nationalist leader who will approach the Ulster 
problem on national lines, and in a manner that 

Ulstermen 

green banners at election times will not suffice, nor 
cannot ignore. Waving orange and 

will mere lip professions of a desire for unity save 
the situation. The party of the future must make 
the conversion of Ulster the first plank in their 
platform, and recognise that a national settlement 
from which Ulster dissented would not be worth 
winning 

x 

AN AMERICAN APPRECIATION. 
(From the ‘ Indiana Catholic.’’) 

sewnene on this page we give an extract from 
Freedom, a Irish paper printed in Dublin 
It is printed on the best paper we ever saw 
out of Treland, and is editorially and typographi 
ally a credit to its publishers. It is 

splendid specimen of the printers’ art 

new 
come 

indeed a 

As its name implies, it takes a decidedly “ ad- 
vanced” view in Trish matters—and we are ju 
wondering how soon the British Government will 
do with it what was done with Davis’s 
"48, and Stephens’ Zrish People in 767 

on the Irish situation 
matters. 

and does 
not mince 

——-* 

INSURRECTION OF ’98. 

Iv our notice of book gifts in Zrish Freedom 
month we included Kavanagh’s 
Insurrection of i: 

last 

98 

readers. then 
that the book was out of print; but on inquiry 
from the publishers, Messrs. M. H. Gill and Son, 
we are glad to learn that a fresh edition is in fre- 
paration, and we hope to again include it 
list next month 

rest to our 
D 

in our 

[Price One Penny. 

THE FAITH OF A FENIAN. 

A VINDICATION AND A TRIBUTE. 

By an old Member of the Brotherhood 

In our last issue the Fenian summarised 
his conception of the f 

Old 
ith’? as follows :— 

entitled to ¢ 
no sacrifice on the p: 

offer in an effort to win 

First, that Tveland is 
freedom ;~and_ that 
her sons is toc to 
he edom 3 

Second, tl from 
and is ad 

t the separation of Ireland 
ong visable; 
Third, that separation is not alone advisable, 

but is possible of achievement; 
Fourth, that the Government best suited to 

is a Republic, guaranteeing full and true 
to all sections, creeds, and classes. 

Fifth, that the only possible method of 
achieving these objects was armed revolution. 

Sirth, that the most practical way of bringing 
about an armed revolution of an organised char- 
acter was by secret workin 

Seventh, 
society. for 

‘than outweig 

that the advantages of a_ secret 
such as those of Fenianism, 
ned the objections to its 

aims, 
more 

there could be no patriotic, nor 
theological objection to a secret 

» high and noble, 
working of which was kept pure and 

Having dealt with the first two of these articles 
of his political faith, he now proceeds : 

After-Results of Fenianism. 
month’s Zrish Freedom 1 had brought 

you on to the all-important question of the prac- 
ticability of the Fenian movement. I know it is 

asserted by its friends that the movement 
had a very practical after-effect in producing the 
spirit that made the Irish Land War of the early 
eighties a sturdy upheaval of the people; and 
undoubtedly, had the movement not con- 
tinued to exist in Ireland, the Land League could 
never have put up the resistance that it showed, 

result. which it Others go 

even further, and boldly contend that it was the 
old spirit created by the Fenian movement which 
alone made possible the stauncher and more un 

D ing side of the 

, or politics. Be that as it may, 
y concerned with Fenianism as directly 

seeking to establish a Republic in Ireland by 

force of a And glancing straight backwards 
past all side-issues, I am brought to look the ques- 
tion f Vas the separa- 
tion of Ireland from England by revolutionary 
means possible of achievement ? 

Tn last 

often 

Fenian 

or cbtained the won 

later movements in lan- 
, pastimes 

ms. 

right in the face: Was 

The Practicability of Revolution. 
This is a question upon which there has always 

is, so much doubt and discussion 
my object in setting out these 

not to create controversy, but merely to 
the faith cf the Fenians had a reason- 

able and a reasoning basis. Personally I have 
never altered the view which I held as a lad—that 

when Irishmen as a whole make up their minds 
to be free they can be free! When they deci 
that they will not shirk their responsibilit 
instead of appointing leaders t 
they will do it them: 

may in point of 
gain the liberty of their country by voting for it, 
then they'll fight for it, and if necessary, die for 

en national Ireland, as a whole, so decides, 
from England is as good as achieved. 
country so nearly reached the point 

spirit i sixties, that to any 
Fenian leaders were justified 

been, and still is. 

that it is fair to si 
views is 
show that 

elves, 
sac 

n the 

as to the practicability 
There were at the time in 

aven’t the figures by me, but I am 
approximately, at least, correct), 680,000 men 

views, and within what we may 
fairly set down as the fighting limit of age. Con- 
sidering the remarkable enthusiasm for the revo- 
lutionary policy that swept over the country, wa 
it too much to expect that one-third of the num- 
ber mentioned could be won active co- 

Those who remember the spirit of the 
ree that this was by no means a 

‘ idea 
Others must bear in mind that we are treating 

of a time when the modern conception of what 
are called. practical politics, which died with 
O'Connell, had not yet been revived; when the 
term was almost synonymous with 

professing national 

over to 
cperation ? 
period will 
ar-fetched 

ationa    
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“ Separatist’ to be a National-     when, as a rule 
c 

    

ist meant a willingness tos fi t 
would perhaps be more correct to say that the 
idea of sacrifice, of even life, for one’s countr 

    

had not 
tical politics.”” 

yet passed outside the realm of “ pr 

  

A Question of Numbers. 
Therefore, in the midst of the national feeling 

of the times was it unreasonable that the leaders 

should believe that 200,000 men could be won 
over to take part in an Trish revolution In case 
you still think so, I may say that the information 
T gathered up from many sources has convinced 
me that the number throughout Ireland who Be 

ame adherents to the Fenian policy in the ’si 
did not fall very greatly below the figures men- 
tioned. I know that the estimates set down by 
sound authorities on Fenianism put its strength 

at anything from 70,000 to 100,000 men; but 
these take no Soenizanes of the thousands, all 
over the country, who were in touch with the 

local leaders, and who could have been relied on 
to join in a aa rising. When every calcula- 
sone is fai ade, I am sati: that I am not 
Rene gerniciy a putting down the number of ad- 

ents to Fenianism (though many of them were 
not actually sworn in) at between 160,000 and 
180,000 men 

The question then resolves itself into as 
the number I have set out, or even the pr 

portion of them, had risen in 1867, ead. Ghag 
land have held our island? I, for one, think not. 
Mark you, the facts that plans were disarranged, 
and that a general rising was not in consequence 
even attempted, does not in the least blunt the 
point of my argument. Reasonable men, whether 
friendly or antagonistic to Fenianism, w: 
cede that if the men were there a bette r 
ment of plans, resulting in a general 
neither impossible nor impracticable. 

What about arms? I have heard it said. Arms 
there were in Ireland in Binyamin at the dis- 
posal of the leaders; more to got by sudden 

seizure. The troops in the country were not sufii- 
cient to offer an effective resistance. And as to 
holding the country, remember that the men of 
the Fenian movement had reason to think that 
most of the other two-thirds of the Nationalists 
of Ireland were with them in sympathy, and 

could at least be relied on for neutral aid 
ut again, it has often been said, the Navy of 

England: would always prevent a successful result 
Ireland. Well, granted that the 

cessful, cart any 
istrustful of Eng- 

land, standing idly by while the English Navy 
sailed round and round the coasts of Treland, 

bombarding defenceless ports; or even landing 
occasional detachments, the operations of which 
would most certainly be confined to the coast-| line? 
England had herself set a s 
interference in such matter: 

occasion, and her many rivals would have been 
oo too glad to take the cue from her. 

No; looking back on the problem with older 
and more eee judgment, I am still con- 
vinced that, but for a very few unfortunate, yet 
quite avoidable circumstances (and had Ireland 
played the part which the Fenian leaders had 

every reason to expect), there was little proba- 
bility of England retaining her control of this 
country. 

A Change of Plans. 
The new phase of the work entered upon in the 

effort to revive and remodel the Fenian move- 
ment after ’67 involved much recasting of plans 
and bes o ideas. The vast numbers could 

joked to for active aid. The object 
a ae won by a smaller number of 

whole-hearted Trish Republicans; pos- 
sibly, and even probably, without the assistance 
of that great body of more moderate, more con- 
tented, or less thoughtful Nationalists, who could 

  
  

    

    

  

Lt 

  

con- 
rrange- 

ing, was    

      

    

    

   

      

a of 
working out their country’s destiny mae aah 
the vast majority of those men whom T met in my 
early days in the movement were convinced aoe 
Treland’ s best chance lay in securing outside 

of ‘co-operating in a war 
ly could never i‘ 

Irishmen were even 
theoretically convinced of the desiral ability of fight- 
ing for their freedom, it should at no time be 

impossible to band together 50,000 men imbued 
with that idea; how much more hopeful was it in 
the time I speak of, when the spirit of Fenianism 

was still moving throughout the land? Eng- 
land were actively engaged elsewhere, 50,000 men 
should be able to take and hold Ireland. Even a 
much less number could create a landing and 
fighting base for the army of England’s enemy. 
Surely this was no visionary state of things? One 

n every thirteen of th e amour- 
ing for the nationhood of Ireland to turn out to 
fight for what they so strongly advocated! Was 
this—is this—hopeless 

          

     

  

Our Suitability for Conspiracy. 
I know 

are not by 
it is a common Peruana that Irishmen 

natural char 

    

yj and’ shall have: 
few words to say to that later on. The question is 
of importance here, because the altered policy of the Fenian leaders of the period following °67 
meant not alone the re-building of an organisa- 
tion, but the holding of it together in quiet work- ing, possibly for years. ‘This, however, does not 
change the course of my arguments it be con- 
ceded that 50,000 determined men oa in the 

    

y other 

_Tre- 
England and ay 

a demand for 
between 

  

event of a war 
of the   @ 

    

   
Tt rested with 

  

nd was possible of achievement. 
vurselves to make it practicable 

I have igetl it held up against us that we pro- 
posed to aid the invasion of Treland by a foreig 
rmy, which would probably insist on holding our 

  

     count That we would give our aid, that 

our untry could be held, no. You might as 
well talk of the British holding the Crimea, of the 

    Turks retaining Greece, of the Germans annexing 
Paris. Why, although the seizure of Cuba from 
Spain v main object of the recent war, 

  

diplomacy dictated the ratification of Cuban free- 

dom by the victorious States. And, as it was in 
Cuba, ‘so it would be in Ireland. 

  

Our Republican Principles. 
The great aim and hope of Fenianis em- 

bodied in the next article of faith which we have 

to consider—the establishment of a free and inde- 
pendent Republic as the form of Government in 
Ireland. The aim embodied no new policy. 
Tone pressed this ideal upon the Irish people 2 
the only final solution of their position; Emmet 
declared boldly for it in his famous proclamation 
Mitchel advocated it on a broad and democratic 

  

    

  

    asis; and, from the very foundation of the 

Fenian movement, the idea was accepted as the 
natural outcome of successful revolutionary 

action. Yet, in my young days, even amongst 

  

our own adherents, it amazed me to find so many 

Trish Nationalists with a leaning towards the 

monarchical idea. jome, no doubt, were in- 
fluenced by the fact that their minds were steeped 

    

in the ancient traditions of our country hers— 
and amongst them one of the best eee of the 

‘enian leaders—honestly believed that the 
monarchical system was most pee 
Irish character.    3 point never pre 
us from standing shoulder to shoulder in our re- 
volutionary work. As one of the older members 
used to say to me in a ee days, when T 
raised this question :— hat’s the use of worry- 
“ing over it; if we can ee the English out of 
“Treland, our lads who want a king will never be 

able to decide amongst the thousand and one 
“Trish claimants to kingly descent, no more than 

: peey could establish a new Irish royal house. 

f they went abroad for a king they could not 
aie one from a European Royal family who 
“isn’t some kind of relation to England’s Queen ; 

7 rand they wouldn’t have that. So, I’m afraid, 
ry boy, in the end they’ll have to fall back 

é ‘ipo our Republic. 
But, though we used to disn 

this light and cay fashion, 
me an intensely i 
pagandist oe in the 

  

the subject in 
it had its serious—to 

The Fenian pro- 
‘sixties entir ely 

      

   
separa ith practically no reference to Re- 
= Tijineee oe Rightly or wrongly, I ys 
held the view that the absence of a deeper 
Republican thought, amongst our people, 
counted for a considerable amount of the eats 

away after ’6 and accounted also for the vary- 
ing ‘strength—for the large numbers who drifted 
in and out of the organisation—in the ’seventies 
and early ‘eighties. 

    

The Importance of Republican Teaching. 

I kept this problem under close observation for 

many years, and I am firmly convinced that a 
member of the Organisation, who was a sincere 
republican, seldom if ever faltered in his allegiance 
to the brotherhood—never showed any inclina- 

tion to take up half-measures. He was a Fenian, 

ecause of mere love for articular method 
ng for Ireland, but Bets of a love of 

deeper Peaciple for which there was only that 
one method of working. It stands to reason that, 
being a strong Nationalist, he could no more ac- 
cept the idea of Government by an English 

Republic than that by an English nonavch and, 
being a staunch Republican, he knew that there 
was no hope of setting up an independent Irish 

Republic excepting by means of our organisation ; 
therefore, he held to the organisation through 

good and ill. On the other hand, we had to deal 

with far too many, who, having given little or no 
ine ght to the form of government which Ireland 

should aim for, allowed their views to be watered 
down by stress of time or force of argument, and 
dropped back into the easier path leading’ only 
to a much modified national independence. 

So, in what I might term the second period of 
Fenianism, many of us, in our recruiting work, 
set before ourselves two aims—fir rstly, to make the 
new member of our brotherhood a disciplined sol- 

dier for Ireland; and, secondly, to make a true 
and staunch Republican of him; thus ensuring 
not alone that he would do a man’s part for 
Ireland when the time came for active service, 
but also that he would stand crcl by his oath 
to Ireland with steadfast, unchanging 
until the time came. 

Into the various tenets of republicanism it is 
not my province to bring you. I am hoping that 
our little paper will afford many opportunities of 
discussing the republican principles of Theobald 
Wolfe ones coer Emmet, and John Mitchel; a 

useful w only because of the tendency of 
Sa dD Nationalists to r to don the 

a tendency which 
they might check if the cloak were known to be of 
the stern republican colour 

In the past to which I refer we generally 

grouped our teachings under three simple head- 
ings—the extension of personal liberty, equality 

of all men in the eyes of the State, and denial of 
rights unless accompanied by acceptance of dutie 

We invariably found when our young member,had 

     

    

      

views, 

  

  

   

    

    

  

ped these that he was ready to fight, not 

c a separate Ireland, but for Irish ii berty. 
It may be thought that this was comparatively 
unnecessary worth spreading if 
only for the fact that there could be no better 

guarantee to the Protestant Irishmen (of whom 
large numbers were always to be found in the 

ranks of Fenianism) that if we secured the govern- 
ing of our country the power would mean true 

for all our countrymen without distine- 
tion. " It gave us Fenians one broad principle to 
stand for whether our land were captive or free. 

    
     

       

Revolution by Passive Resistance ? 
But, 

declaration of our belief, 
achieving the object w 

passing on—we have next to consider the 

that the only method of 

set ourselves to attain 
This, however, so 

wound up with the sae dealt with in the 
opening of the present article, the possibility of 

tion from England, that one could not be 
considered without the other, and what I have 

already written applies here also. But I may be 
allowed to say a word or two regarding an idea 
which had cropped up now and again in our 
struggles for freedom and of late has been dis. 

cussed a good deal. pas- 
sive resistance—by the banding togethe the 
people of Ireland in a refusal to pay taxes—or 
some other movement of the kind. 

Just as I write, be it noted in passing, we are 
face to face with a curious position in Ireland. 
We have advocacy of a strike against taxes 
amongst one section of our people to enforce the 
demand for full self-government; and similar 
advocacy of the same strike by another section if 
self-government in any form be granted 

We have found the same ae pete in our 

national ADA In the of 

    

    

     
I mean revolution by 

of 

        

  

o 

  

     United ety, and Big sul of themed 
who founded it, this project was frequently dis- 
cussed; but they ultimately came to the conclu- 
sion that the proposal was impracticable, and so 
rejected it in favour of armed revolution. Again, 
in ’47 and ’48, it is clear that this policy must 
have had its advocates, for we find the Young 
Ireland writers giving it consideration And as 

time went on the 48 leaders recommended ae 
people to prepare for a strike against ta 
arming themselves. As James Fintan Lalor ae 
it ably and tersely, if the Irish contribution to 

the English Exchequer were in the form of a 
single state tax a strike against it might be pos- 

sible. And he goes on (in an article headed ‘‘ A 
Letter to the Confederate Clubs,’’ which you will 

find in his republished writings, and which I 
should like you all to read) to e clear the 
insuperable ‘difficulty of dealing wath sUielactls 
claim for freedom inthis way. It is not, perhaps, 
very complimentary to ourselves that we are. con 
stantly endeavouring to find rose-strewn paths to 
freedom ; constantly endeavouring to avoid the 

hioned methods of secret conspiracy and 
armed rebellion. And I always commended to the 

peecney attention of young Irishmen, as one of 
the best safeguards against drifting into this idea, 
that previous to the great insurrectionary move- 
ments of ’98, ’48, and ’67, the men who cought 

for our freedom weighed up the plan of passive 
resistance in the balance, and found it wanting. 
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Practical, if followed up. 
T have not made this reference to an idea, which, 

T understand, is influencing the minds of many of 
our young men of to-day in any spirit of con- 
trovers But, in justice to the men of the 
Fenian movement, if you hear it said, as I have 
heard, that the men of that movement might have 
considered this so-called iv 
alternative policy, I trust you 
that there w pote new in it. 
men of the will, I suppose, ha 
tered if I tell a chat they are simply proposing 
to follow the teaching of the men of ’48—that be- 
fore entering on a policy of 7 Dione etnice ‘ 
every man should be armed. If taken seriously, 

f course the only logical conclusion to come 
ce ‘though the Young Irelanders got penal s 
tude for teaching it. And as penal ser ec 
accompanied by suppression of their papers, it 

    

= 

  

The belligerent 
rdly be flat-     

  

  

  

     

  

seems safer for me, in the interests of Zrish 
Freedom, to quote the advice of the Belfast 
Unionist Council rather than that of John 

Mitchel—if you're preparing to fight the British 
Government sell your ¢ and buy a rifle 

t is right to say on this question that the No 
Rent Manifesto and the struggle that followed it 
in the early eighties are frequently held wp as an 
example of what could be done, just as the for- 
gotten Tithe War might also be put forward as an 
argument. It should, however, be remembered 
that in the Land War of the early ’eighties, not 
alone were all, or practically all, the nationalist 
sections of Ireland united in support of one sec 
tion, but the still more important factor existed 
that the land movement was permeated with the 
spirit, and influence, and readiness to sacrifice, of 
Fenianism. The Fenian movement was stronger 

throughout the ’seventies than most people of the 
have any idea of; and, rightly or 

wrongly, the men engaged in that movement 
flung themselves, with all sole energy and in- 
trepidity, into the Land Wa vas disastrous 

to the Fenian movement as sucl ch, but it drove the 

Land League through to a degree that no really 
constitutional influence could ever have reached. 

True Freedom Needs Strong Methods. 
The more one studies out the inner workings of 

the various Irish movements the more likely 
we to come to the conclusion that, for 

seek true and real Irish independence, there is 
none but the revolutionary road. Irishmen may 
endeavour to work along ’a less arduous or dan- 
gerous route, but it will be to achieve a less 

  

  

  
  

  

are 

  

those who 

  

glorious result. If, as we men of the old Fenian 
movement are often told, it was a dream to 

imagine that England could ever ae driven to sur- 
render Ireland by force o: may we not 
fairly retort that it is ae a still wilder dream 

    
    

to think that she will e 
real 
Tris 

freedom willingly 
hmen can really believ 

    within the British Em- 
pire, they have a right to their belief, I suppose ; 
but if any Irishman tells us that he claims the full 

independence of Ireland, then I have always told 
him that he must be prepared to fight for it. 
There is no middle course. 

Having said so much, we are brought straight 
to consider that article of the Fail 

on which our brotherhood was fouled they only 

by a secret and oath-bound combination of Trish- 

mencould practical prepacntion 46100, aiceseatl 
revolution be carried out t was a serious deci- 
sion to come to, for, all the old workers in the 

Fenian movement remember , how often we 
brought a young Irishman through the 
various stages of our belief, until we came to this 
means of giving effect to it—and there he stopped. 
We found it impossible to get his want of 
trust in his own countrymen ; his ee that the 
step once taken could be retracted ; his 
absurd notion that he might be called upon by lot 
to do some act repugnant to him; or, more often 

still, ie fear of acting against the mandate of his 
Church 

ae of the other phisetions ever r by an 

hman again ng the Fenian oath centred 
around these, and I may, therefore, confit my- 
self to them. But I shall put forward for con- 

sideration at the same time the two enerding 
articles of our political ae according to the list 

T laid before you at the o t—the belief that the 
advantages of a secret. soc as 

rs far outweighed the objections to it Ziad the 
risks of it; and our conviction that there could 
be no sound patriotic, or moral, 
objections to a secret society, the’ ideals of which 
are high and noble, and the members of which, in 
their every-day work for the society, act up to 
those ideals. 

(With a brief statement of my oe on these 

points, which are all-important in considering the 
Faith of a Fenian, I hope to conclude in- next 
month’s Zrish Freedom.) 
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THE CIVILIZING OF INDIA. 
Txpra contains 294,000,000 people—about one- 
fifth of the human race. Fifty millions of these 
are under native rule—subject to English con- 
trol, and the balance are directly modes English 
rule. Fifteen hundred E Civil servants 
and 75,000 English soldiers represent the English 
garrison in this vast country, and conduct the 
civilizing process i which the Indian people are 
subjected. What this ilizi 
of I wish to bri quoting only official 
figures ox figures collected by ‘Baglishnth writing 
on India. 

F: 

  

  

   

    

st, as to the Government of India—Lord 
Morley ou that it was conducted on 
socialistic ples. Lord Morley knew, as 
everybody see 

   & 

   

that he lied—but ‘that is the 
he Government is an absolute 

and regards the interest of the 

  

much as it regards the man in 
exists for the sole purpose of draw- 

available rupee out of India, and for 
Out of India every year 

ing every 
that purpose alone. 

taneletd eee to drain—without giving one 
penn in urn—the I neat sum of over 
35,000,000. Tt is for that trifling consideration 
that she has undertaken the civilizing of 
people. 

From the 11th to the 18th century, when India 
was ruled by its native princes, there occurred 
from one to four famines in each century, nearly 
all of which were local, and not spread’ over a 
very wide area. 1 ndians secured immunity 
from death by starvation by the universal habit 
of hoarding food and money against the bad sea- 

the result of English ta 
exeonten hoarding is no longer i 

can save nothing He can barely 
eet day—to provide for to-morrow is impos- 
sible. In the 19th ory ae English rule 
there were five famines 

ing about 1,000,000 hauuias 
amines in the second quarter of 

causing 500,000 deaths. In the third quarter 
six famines, and 5,000,000 deaths 

were recorded, while in the last quarter—from 
1876 to 1900—eighteen famines swept the land, 
in which 26,000, 000 people died. The actual 
number of deaths was far in as ae the number 
reco) by the Government famine of 

alone accounted for 8,000, C00) ‘death while 

  

sons. 
    

    

    

  

ded 

    

t 
that of 1896 was about twice as bad. 

1891 to 1900 there were under 
19,000,000 

From the year 
English rule in 
famine. 

India deaths 

Shae 

   I 
a je wars in the 

world for the 107 years ending 1900 has been 

estimated at 5,000,000. The English can kill 
nearly four times as many Indians—in 
one-tenth of the time- 

and with perfect sang froid. No year passes, 
there is famine in some part of British Ind 
it is only when famine reaches tremendous propor- 
tions that it is mentioned by the humane British 

ere was no cutesy rs dndien 

legally 

  

    

  

Press. In 1908 the 
famine, yet in that year the famine 
133,000 square miles, a. 49, 000, on of “people 
wore starving. § fae Hunter, offic 

  

Tleneoe ue ane vornment in dia, 
stated that 40,000,000 of Indians go through life 

        

* 

 



  

      

   

He would have been nearer 
the mark if he had said 80,000,000. Sir Charles 
Ellict, late Lieutenant-Governor of is 
reported to have said—‘‘I do not hesitate to say 
that half our agricultural population never know 

end what it is to have 
ee ui geretally satisfied. a ae the case 

on insufficient food. 

IRISH FREEDOM, 

pledge that the money should be used for no 
other purpose. This pledge was broken, and 
millions of this money were squandered in mili- 
tary expeditions. 

Enough has been said to show how India. is 

  

, when millions of them die. I d 
alone there are 20,000,000 pauper agriculturists. 
In seasons of plenty their gross tncome per family 
averages three pence per day; in ling sea- 
ene eetiioed; int bad’ acssbadetliey are in 
utter destitution. If anyone doubts that this is 
due to English rule let him look at the other 
Indian States that are under native rule. Let 
him lock at Baroda, at Mysore, at Indore, at 
Gwalior, to name but a few. ‘They are prosperous, 
and have practically no famine. In 18 
when the greatest of English famines swept India, 
these and the other native States experienced a 
not very serious period of scarcity, occasioned as 

  

much by their proximity to their starving neigh- 
bours a by natural causes. Not one of them had 

borrow. money the 
English Government “ 
many millions for native 
State were the people dying of hunger; in British 
India millions of deaths were recorded. And 
these native States are not naturally richer than 
the rest of India; be sure that England did not 

aeeeecd ei leave the rich territories to the 
No, 

ade i 
In 1850 the income of the peseeal popu- 

lation—who form the vast majority of the people 
of India—averaged 2 
1882 it was 14a. In 19 was 3d. per head per 

From this starving People the English 
Stvarinientlevitar f £25,000,000 per 

esents between 

    

3 5 8 
a
 

~ 
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y lands, and from 16 to 31 per 

cent. for irrigated lands. 

Under the old native law of Manu the tax was 
levied on a sliding scale, and was paid after the 
crop c was The full tax was paid if the 

  

f it was middling the tax was 
the Co failed there was no tax. Under 

English law the tax is levied, crop or no crop. 
In the native States land lying fallow is taxed 
one-eighth of that under cultivation ; the English 
tax fallow and cultivated land alike. 

fetila cannot afford to give the land a y 
are forced to go on ng oxeeerc pete to meet the 
English taxes. “Under this system the people are 

duced to an ever-deepening poverty. 
lend is deteriorating, and even in some of. ihe 

      

the English Goverment as their special Famine 
Commissioner. report he said: 
agricul cee sien eeeeet in the richer 
la is to eat or sell every saleable aeele the 
Bet rrauieeae to use the manure of the cattle 
for fuel, and to return nothing to the soil in pro- 
portion to what is taken ay ay. Every increase 
of population increases the danger. Crop follov 
crop without intermission, so that Indian agri- 
culture is becoming simply a process of exhaus- 

tion.”’ nder th conditions the unfortunate 
agriculturist falls readily into the hands of the 
native meney-lender—Indian parallel to our Irish 
gombeen man and the English law—unsuited to 
the country ds itself to the enforcement of 
fraudulent claims and the extortion of ruinous 
rates of interest. 

With the insufficient and bad food with il 
the mass of the } peels have perforce to 

ver the concomitant of faintness 
stalks the land. Plague and ch ee account for 
1,000,000 ceetea ee name In the month of 

90 0 died of black plague; in 
a eae of April in that year 

they died at the rate cf 75,000 per week. 

gated 

  

    

  

    

   

    

    

    

This starving and plague-ridden people are 
forced to maintain a great military sstablishment 
In 1900 it cost £14,000,000, by 1 it had in- 
    ed to £20,750,000. Pee ae ‘dau 
English soldiers are maintained in India ce 
the pretence of defending the country. ali 
they are there to hold the country in the English 

intere: y per cent. of them are perpetu- 
ally unfit for any military service from causes 
that T do not care to mention; the rest would be 
of little use if the vast country were attacked. 
But India pays—she pays 
for military depéts in England in addition. 
is only a small ae of the financial drain to 
which the country is subjected.” The India 
Office in London ser "eb, 000,000 in England. 
The Government are developing railways, which 
ensure them the military control of the oul 

enable them to flood India with Englis! 
tas while e they neglect irrigation, and some 6 

the ir ion works they have constructed hav 
injured ihetland they were supposed to improve. 
ake Indian railways are built with English capi- 

ie., with Indian money that has been 
diverted to England; and India pays 
000 per annum in interest oe ue various 

loans for these and other purposes vern- 
yearly adding to the cadet of the 
Joan follows loan in quick’ succession ; 

reasing interest adds to the taxation under 
which the people are driven to destitution. 

  

   

  

  

    

    

   

The high-water mark of English diplomacy 
was reached in 1878, when a ax—the 
Famine Fund, amounting to £1,500,000 per 
annum—was imposed on the people. 
form a fund to tide India over the recurring 
famines, and the Government gave a solemn 

000 per annum 
This | 

This was to | 

| than 

| Better far for Ireland never to be free than to w 

British India ed to be rich | 

will be loyal if she gets some conce: 
Rule or Devolution, and will become part of the 
empire of exploitation. 

There is little danger that Ireland will pur- 
chase a partial freedom at such a price. e 
would rather remain ‘a nation of political serfs 

become a nation of Imperial _ parasit 
  

   
freedom by joining in with the pirate Empire 
sharing in the guilt and the aie of wholesale 
massacre and theft. There are other wa 
obtaining freedom, and one of them is by nbn 
hands with our Indian brothers, so that both liegt 
and we may be stronger to fight against English 
tyranny. 

   

Seagan. 
  * 

NA FIANNA EIREANN. 

Tue interest taken in the Fianna by young and 

old is gradually, if slowly, increasing as they in- 
crease in numbers. There are those who think 
the organisation of little importance because it 
is made up of boys, but such people forget that 

though one may be too young to be the possessor 
of that mawectl weapon called a vote, nobody 
too young to serve his country, and, if necessary, 
fight for ‘his count We should remember that 

three men who shook the Bi 
Empire like an earthquake on November 
pe was but nineteen, and that Robert Fittest 
was of a similar age or even younger when he 

first attracted the attention of the pillars of the 
Empir 

Those who have joined the Fianna are follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Emmet and Allen, and 
even though they have to share the same fate, 
the sacrifice will not be in vain, for from the 
blood of patriots spring armed men, or at least 
determined men, who carry on the old fight till 
the epitaph of Emmet shall be written The 

Fianna have not begun one day too soon to pre- 
pare for the final ‘strug gle. True, it may not 
come this year, nor even next year, but come it 

will, and that before the boys of the Fianna are 
full-grown men. Preparation, therefore, is by 

But even if the longed for 
day should not come in our day, it is the duty o} 
Irishmen to be prepared for it, for there is no 
telling when a crisis eel and Treland should 

of i W: 

  

      

in the past, 
s y the mis- 
instead of repeating the 

same mistakes at the first chance that presents 
itsel 

Speaking here in Dublin last month, Lord 
Charles Beresford, who can hardly be accused of 

desiring the downfall of the British Empire, gave 
of its precar 

  

That the country was time in one hundred years. s 

fact that at the anxious was proved by the 
moment there was no trustee, family solicitor or 

r he knew 
cur 

of ne would invest money in 
rit 

    

npire. i 
(the ‘English) wanted to hold nmand o 
sea, and unless they did what he. ‘told them, soon 
they should lose it, and there would be an end 

Brit     

Lord Charles Beresford knows what he is fete 
ing about when he speaks of the British Na‘ 
and hence his words are worth considening by the 
foes of England. He pleads for more 
nougite, and says they want most of all nigany as 
they are 19,000 short. This is good news for us 
who ise to see England weak, e can 
“have our own again.’’ The best men, or at 
least among the best, in Bigieade Army and 
Navy are Irishmen. 

A branch of the Fianna should be started as 
soon as possible, therefore, in every town along 
the coast, and these branches should rs active 
anti-recruiters, so as te keep the British Navy 
undermanned. by any mistake Tridtinen that 

      

we know should be unfortunate enough to enlist, 
we aud cous ely remind them that Ireland 
“ex man to do a duty ””—to Ire- 

  

ina vtion” the day comes that once Eng- 
nd loses command of the sea Ris loses the Em- 

Pithe British Army lived for years on the repu- 
tation gained for it by the Gane at Waterloo, 

but once it met a handful of farmers, who had 

qustice on their side, this fictitious reputation was 
hattered. A similar reputation was: gained for 

ne Nie a Nelson at. See but fortunately 
for its Tate, it has never been seriously tested 

since. But a man ne eiaela know says that 
unless twelve ships are added to it next year, or 
at least, laid down, and 12,000 men, that it is sure 
of defeat if it should happen to encounter Ger. 
many’s Navy. Why should we then despair of 
yet seeing an Trish Republic? On with the pre- 
parations, boys the safety of the Empire de- 
pends on an “if.” 

      

Arr. 

  

    

DECEMBER, 1910. 

SLUAIGH—WILLIE NELSON. 
Tue general meeting of the above Sluaigh was held 
in the Hall, 63 Mill street, Belfast, on Sunday 
28th November, 1910, her a dare ra tenance 
eters was present, Mr. Joseph Robinson pre- 
sidin 

The Chairman, in his opening address, 
they were met there that evening for the purpose 
of electing officials to govern the Sluaigh during 
the coming yi hoped the movement would 
be attended with the same success in Balfait as it 
had been in the other parts of Ire He 
praised very highly the drill of the te Pediegid 

      

  

it reflected great credit on their instructor, Mr. 
)’Hara. 

The Secretary and Treasurer then submitted 
their ronbreah which were pronounced very satis- 
‘actory 
The follow 

adopted : — 
1. That the uniform sonnet of 

light green shirt, and dark green ha‘ 

2. That when ne money in Nisa . the Trea- 
surers exceeded it should be placed to the 
credit of the Beek and Treasurer in the bank. 

3. That quarterly meetings be held on the first 
Sunday of January, April, July, and October in 
each year. 

  
motions and 

  

ng were proposed 

park shorts, 

  

The following officials were then elected :— 

      
Mr. William Woods, President ; 
ates Vice- eens "and Drill 

Francis Me cretary ; Mes: 
i Gor and wa Treasurers ; Mi Cor 
History Teacher ; and Me. John Sullivan, 
guage ‘Teacher. 

ee 

The meeting was then closed. 

  

| THE WOLFE TONE CLUBS. 
Tue starting of the Wolfe Tone Clubs amongst 
young Irishmen is a welcome sign of the times. 
‘At the best it will strengthen and ae the true 
national movement ; at the least it will evince a 

desire on the part of our young men to preserve 
from oblivion the records of the great revolu- 

tionary movements in our country and the strong 
principles underlying those movements. 

    

We suffer fou a tendency to forgetfulness in 
Ireland; and any associations which keeps alive 
the memory ce men who vorhed for us, 
for us, and, in so many cases, died for us, 

make for Pod in our national progress. 

The Wolfe Tone Clubs first began to grow 
gredually out of the branch Wolfe Tone Memorial 

iations. While not forgetting the object 
ict brought the Memorial ssociation into 
exis stence, a feeling in many places that, side 

le with the ferent of the of 
a United Irishmen in stone, useful oe m ght 

be done in preserving their principles ; and already 
a good deal of quiet educational work has been 
accomplished in this direction. Then a Central 

  

must 

      

a
e
s
 

    

Committee was formed to promote co-operation 
in general work; and one of the first successful 
efforts organised by oe Central Committee has 

been the starting ae i dom. Tf ro otker 

  

rk wor 

  

ere do: hat the Cen r: 
mittee of the Wolte ‘Tene Clubs 1 
existen 

    

  

The objects of the clubs are clear| ly defined by 
the printed constitution as follow 

  

To propagate the pracinies at and to dissemi- 
nate the teachings of Theobald Wolfe Tone 

| and the other true Irishmen who, in 1798 
1803, 1848, and 1867, strove for the complete 
independence of Treland. 

  

To encourage the union of Irishmen of all 
creeds and sections in working for the free- 
dom of their country. 

  

To promote the advancement of Nati 

  

shpughy, and inculcate the spirit of lf. | Ine 
ice and self-reliance, by which alone 

eae liberty can be attaine 

Tn the directions for organising clubs, which 
| form part of the Constitution, it is set out that all 

Irishmen and eaten, excepting those in the 
armed fo: England, are eligible for eer 
ship; that a club should do its utmost to 

a the ideals, as regards the nationality 

oF as the men of 1798, 1803, 1848, and 
at. every member shail be required to 

pledge hingelt in the words of Tone, to substitute 
the common name of Irishman for that of Pro- 
testant or Catholic; and there are ay cther 
useful injunctions of a patriotic character. 
Copies of the Constitution of the Wolfe Tone 

Clubs are to be had on application to » the Secre- 
tary, Wolfe Tone Memorial 41 
Rutland Square, Dublin; 
much good work v i a done by we starting of 
Clubs in various dist ets this winter 

The Dublin Central Wolfe Bue) ‘Club was in- 
augurated by a meeting in the Rotunda on the 
12th November, at which a remarkable lecture 
on “‘ Wexford and ’98’’ (referred to elsewhere) 

was delivered by Mr. W. J. Ryan: on November 
24th, a Art O'Connor, B.A: » read a paper on 
aout 

    

   

  

and we anti icipate "that 

     
    

     

    

he Manchester Marty: and on December 
6th Mr. M. Fitzpatrick lectured on ‘‘ Our Hope. 

The next ein will be held on Tuesday, 
December 41 Rutland Square, Dublin; end 
meetings i fs held at the same rooms each sue 
nate Tuesday up to May next. Non-member 
obtain invitation tickets from the Secretary. 

  

obedience to laws e 
without our assent. 

owe no 
another country 

  

Fintan Lalor 
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| A WORD WITH THE BOYS AND 
GIRLS. 

THERE wasn’t in all Ireland a prouder person 
of than myself on the firs December, when 

tten by my boys and 

  

are beating hearts’’ full of love for this land of 

» hearts that will be true to her a 
“not fail her 

stranger’s land, came warm, 
welcome and appreciation, 
hope and love. With such a brave band of boys 
and girls around me, I feel that in the coming 
year “Stisnin na nds will be as inspi 
as pl and as bright as any sta 
olden times ever was to the men and women of 
Eireann, 

    

Our Competition. 

I know that all my young readers are eager to 
know who carries off the prize offered last month 
for the best’ letter bidding a welcome to Irish 
Freedom, so 1 shall announce the result. of the 
competition before going further on 

ings. After very careful consideration of all the 
letters sent in, I have decided on awarding the 
prize to 

migeal 6 Cort 

    

Arr: anseli 
Newcastle West, 

Limerick. 

To the following ve 
is accorded without ri 
ceedingly good, 
ciation 

y special praise is-due and 
work: was-ex-    ery 

and their whole-hea 
F don and of sh 
ith pl 

      

of Trish 
Ways, re          

of
 

o¢
 

  

= Glenton 1 
; Julia’ Trench Liverpool); ‘umn 6 cliaé) 5 

    
    

Martin P. Dolan (Dubli avant G haréiq (Clare) : 
John Prendergast (Dublin); Seumas Noonan 

(Waterford); Liam 6 nétt (Belfast pas angley 
(Cork) ; Philip Lane (Lime viek) ; 17 ni Plannagain         (London) ; and Djrsn 6 ULars (Cavity 

Many of the letters are well up to publication 
standard, if space could be given to them; but 
so many contributors have come at the Editor’s 
call that every quarter cf a column becomes of 
untold value when the aug a going to press 
draws nigh. Some day e able to secure 
a whole page for Syanin na ice and then my 

irls’ contributions—their letters and 
essays and poems and stories—shall appear in full 
to delight the hearts of thousands of readers. 

    

    

A Glance at the pias 

They prize —miéeal 6 A 

thoroughly convinced ‘that the ee Siesta 
and put forward by Irish Freedom is t 
and best policy for Ireland, ly 
promises to secure for it the support of all the 

e-win     

  

young people in his native district. Tomép ua 

Vonnéavs likes Irish Freedom because it intends 

to keep clear of party politics, and because 
ip holds up an ideal for which any Trish boy or 

night feel proud to strive and to make many 

will be a constant contributor 
and a diligent der of the 

Julia Trench sends a warm 
welcome to Freedom all the way from Liver- 
pool, and says that it will be eared watched for 

each month by the exiles, to whom it will carry 
& message of undying hope and faith from the 
land of their heart's love. umn 

thusiastically of the first number, and appeals 
to all the boys and girls of Eireann to come into 

Stranén na 6s and take part in the competi- 
tions every month. John Prendergast was espe- 

  

   to Sandan na ng, 

paper every month 

  

  

  

   

  

| cially Beg with the article on William Rooney’s 

  

life and Martin P. Dolan pays an eloquent 
tribute to Zrish Freedom, and prays that it may 
teach thousands of Irishmen and’ Irishwomen to 

be true to the ideals and the principles in defence 

which the blood of Eire’s noblest sons and 

    

| daughters. was poured out freely in the past. 
Randal Lamb sends me a_ little 
though not up to publication 
promise of better things to come. I hope to hear 
from him again. 

Our Next. Competition. 

This month I am offering a prize for the best 
short essay on ‘* The Noblest. Female Figure in 
Trish Histo: Essays must reach me on or be- 

   eee Day. Three points, as I said 
last month, I want you to remember, 

boys and girls under 20 years of age are eligible 
to compete al letters Eau Rea neni before 
the Ist of the month ; all contributions to Smandn 
na n65 must he written on Trish-made paper. 
Address your letters 

NeASa, 

Irish Freedom Office, 
7 Synnot place, 

Dublin. 

== If you want Le assist our paver r purchase | from 
r Advertisers. 

  

         



    

  

IRISH FREEDOM, 

  

Strike England 

  

  

    

   

  

ent Pipes from 2/3 (0 6/3. Spevisl 4 
, 10/3 to 30/- 

Cabinet of Irish Grown PI c nd 
Mixture, 5/4. 

Box of 50 Irish Grown “ Tire ¢ tes, 2/8.       
Large Bar of Irish Grown P' 

and Plug in dainty box, 2/ 
6, 5/- and 7/6 

    

Irish hand forged Razor 
Pair of Irish Razors in fano,~ sa 

and 16 

Irish Shaving Outfit 
5/6, 7/8, 10/6. 

Set of Irish Carvers, in ease, 12/6, 15/- and 21/- 
Pair of Irish Carvers, from 6 /9. 

Grade Irish Made Boots (Page Bros.), 12/6, 14/6, 
16 /6, 18/6. 

   in and plush case, 11/6 

Razor, Cream, Brush and Strop, 

    

alf upholstered, 9/-; in tapestry 10/6,    for 
Wieker am Chair, fully upholstered, 16/6, carriage 

          

si eons Pear Shaped Setteo, 27/6 carriage 
‘forward. 

Round ae Afternoon Tea Table, 22 in, top, 6/6, 

h Horn Rosary Beads, 2/6 cach. 
Prayer Books, printed and bound in Dublin, -/6 to 5/- | 
Irish Made Hand Sewn Footballs, 2/3, 3/6, 5/-, 6/6, | 

9/6, 10/6. 
Irish Made Punch Balls, 11/6 each. 

Ee 

om n 

Mace Football Ecots, 6/3, 7/11, oe a 

  

    of be 
t ish baa Beulah ‘by, 

price 4. each 
   nd_ origin 

Na Bunben 

Irish Xmas Cards in packets (assorted) of 12, for 1/- 
and 2/- 

Box of Three, Poplin Ties, with Xmas Card enclosed, 
4/6. post fre 
Poplin a 

> 2/6. 

  

Tris Ordinary Web Braces 

  

3/6 cach ; 

M'Clinton’s Tih Colleen Perfume and Soap in fancy box, 
1/3 and 2/3. 

Irish Made’ cane 2/41, 4/11, 6/11, 8/11, 10/9, 15/- 
12/9. 
inn: 
s* Not 

  

Rooney's Prose and Poems 
of an Irish Exile ('98),”     

Irish Travelling Rug, 
Rambles in 
Miles Byrn 10/6 “* 
4 vols. 

3/3 Complete Works of Brian Na Banban, 5 vols. 

      

4/G John Mitchel’s Works, 4 vols. 
seBally Cavanagh,” “For the   8/6" Knocknagow 

Old Lan 
«Ls and. of Heroes,” “ Kings 

0” «Knight ‘of the 
4 vols., 1 

  

    Vikings, Hero of 
2; Post free, 2/9 each, 

s for bo 

    

Splenda Irish Stor 
Ballygullion, 

Three Splendid Irish Novels. 
ed. 

       
Norte Tony 

2/ Vill’ Irish Reciter ; hest collection ever publi 

  

  
   

where otherwise evar 
dan not in above 

  

po 
led anti ing ma ie in 

Tit wl be Supplied to orde 
  

WHELAN & SON,   DUBLIN. 

17 UPR. ORMOND QUAY, 

All Irish Xmas Publications stocked.   
  

ANY MAKE OF TYPEWRITER REPAIRED. 
“tr Maol Suat    

th'ng in the Typewriter line. 

THE IRISH-IRELAND FIRM. 

FOLEY’S, 25 Bachelors’ Walk, DUBLIN. 
  

| Rist GROWN TOBACCO.;———-7 

“VERY NICE 

This is the 
opinion about our products. 

— TRY THEM YOURSELF —— 

and we have 
Any respectabl 

B: 

INDEED.” 

universally expressed 

  
     no doubt you au be pl 

Tob: i      

    
    mild 

Trish Cut 
r Irish 
excellent 

    

   

  

Ci c 
you alll are! are     

The IRISH TOBACCO Co. 
nufacturers, 

17 wencaanre? QUAY, DUBLIN. 
    

      
  

Art Wicker Furniture 
AND . 

Basket Work 3.2)ci0. 

MANUFACTURED ON OUR    REG. No. 0213. Dusuin Pri - 

eur Pace Wicker Chairs 
In which we spe eady sa 
— of their comfort and attractive appearanee. 

16 Ushers Quay, H. HOLOHAN & €0., 

ise, command a , hecanse     

    
  

  r, 6 . 

JOHN CLARKE, prices sens. 
23 Lower ado Street, 

19 Sea Richmond Street, 

: DUBLIN. 

  

O’SHEA & FARRELL, 
25 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin, 

MANUFACTUR 
Irish Laces, Hom 

Children’s Dresses, I 
Caps, Golf Coats, Shirts, 

tes and Badges. 

Comas S$. 0. Cleirig 
TOM CLARKE), 

75 Great Britain Street 
{Next Door to O'Connell Street], 

ERS OF 

    

sspuns, High-class Blouses, 
nbroidered Goods, Hosiery, 

Collars, Athletic Re- 

  

     

  

        

a 

55 Amiens Street, 

DUBLIN. 

  

Tobacconist, 
MAKES OF IRISH TOBACCO STOCKED. 

Rewsagent and Stationer. 

ALL 

All Magazines and Provincial Papers stocked. 

Agent for “Irish Freedom” and “The Gaelic American.” 

Irish Trade Mark Tweed Caps & Hats 
From 1/6 and 2/11 each. 

YW. JS. LOUGHLIN, 

irish oureitmtNG PARLIAMENT ST., DUBLIN. HEADQUARTERS, 
  

Remember __—_\ 

LARKIN, 
99 Lr. Dorset Street, 

FOR 

Plumbing, Lighting and eating. 

NEARY’S HOTEL & RESTAURANT, 
GT. BRITAIN 

3 Doors from O'Connell St., GOBLIN: 
EL DINING ROOMS. 

Bed and Breakfast from 2/6. Charges Moderate. 

  

  

IRISH FRIEZE AND TWEED OVERCOATS 

MADE TO ORDER AT 

On the Premises by Artistic 

FINER QUALITY OVERCOATS AT 42/-, 

35/- 
Cutters and 

ANY: SLY LE 

  

who 

55/-, 

are 

  

illed 

45 

ALL 

60/-, 

IRISHMEN. 
-65-    

The Yrpish weed HXOuUSE (CAsi-Tlorine c0.), 
4 CAPEX. STREET, PUBLIN. 

only Branch-50 UPPER GEORGE’S STREET, DUNLEARY. JOHN NELIGAN, Proprietor, 

DECEMBER, 1910. 

ometime    ou wi 
dur.n 

you have he 

TAKE 
Deakin’s Phosphorized Quinine 

  

    and Iron Tonic, NOW. = 
        

    

    

nature’s three 

great tonics. osphorus, and 

equally in warding off att ks, or in 
building up strength and vigour when run down 

Bottles 1-, 1/6 and 2'6, post free. 

naaeor'y J. A. DEAKIN, Phibsboro’ Pharmacy, 
37 NTH, cee ROAD, Been 
Maker of Hou 

i COAL. 
QUALITY. . 

combin 

  

  

    

COAL. 
QUANTITY. 

ELIVERED IN CITY 

COAL. 
VALUE. 

  

E@] ser onneit cont... creuit 25s. cash 24s 
SS] obest aRtey coal 1 238, 

BEST WIGAN COAL Ue cose yaaa) 
BEST KITCHEN COAL 4, iss, 208. 
BEST ON STODK fn 188, g 

f PF. RPHY j 
TA. retephone Direct Importer Best House Coals, f% 

497, ER Quay. 
Please mention this Paper. yecial Discount. 

BING CST CAST NST ETERT ONT 

  

1 Warrenmount 
ite Merchant 

his sorrow-     
NOTICE,—All literary communications should be 

addressed to The Editor, “Irish Freedom,” 7, 

Synnot Place, Dublin. Business communications 

to the Manager. 

In sending matter for publication the writer must 

enclose real name and address; otherwise it will 
receive no attention. 

Irish Freedom. 
execrable To subvert the tyranny of our 

iy to break the connection with 
and, the never-failing source of all our. 

ten evils, and to assert the inden ndence of 
my country—these were my objects 

HEOBALD Worr Tone.     

    

DE CEMBER 1910. 

OUR ‘CONTEMPORARIES AND 
OURSELVES. 

We have to thank those few of our contem- 
poraries who noticed the first issue of Zrish 
Freedom in their columns. All those that we 
saw spoke favourably of our paper, and weleomed 
it among Irish journals. We can also thank those 
who did not mention our existence, for we have 
thus been spared what must have been in many 

ndly We 
ms of friendliness with ev 

criticism. ould wish to      cases an unfri 

  

be on t section in     
Ireland that recognises and works for the nation, 

nglish Gar-    and we wish for no enemies save the   
rison in this country. Even the papers represent- 
ing their hopeless cause have extended to us the 
charity of their silence. They will doubtless re: 

pair that as we get better down to our real work   
but meanwhile we are well satisfied with our un- 

obtrusive birth 

friends who have written us con 

With 

and with the support of those who 

To the many 
gratulatory letters we return our thanks. 

their support, 
can believe in the future cf the Irish nation—we 

  

promise that Zrish Freedom will be a fearless and 

uncompromising advocate of every national claim, 

  

Trish take its the 

battle 

and will place consistently on 
side in every that in the future must be 

fought for the nation. 
es 

ENGLISH POLITICS In IRELAND. 
As we write Ireland is suffering from an English 
General Election. It is one of the evils resultant 

on our present unhappy connection with that 
country. But what we find most surprising is 
that our people do not seem to realise what a 
monstrous evil it is. 

Fervid 

In 

Ireland is split into camps and factions. 
oratory sweeps down on us like an avalanche: 
Cork, Parnell’s name is dragged through the gutter 

in Belfast the lowest appeals are made to reli- 
gious bigotry. In almost every constituency where 

there is a contest crowds are worked into a frenzy 

—abuse is flowing in an unending stream—bad 

  

ened, and in some places Irishmen   feelin 
are prevented from assailing their brother Irish- | 

is aw 

men by the foreign police. 

Surely some great issue affecting the future of 

Ireland must be involved—some outstanding ques- 
tion on which the fate of Ireland hangs? 

No, friend—nothing of the sort—we are merely   
taking our share in that huge game of bluff ¢ 

  

English Polities 
Birrell 

n Castle 

We are merely helping to set 
whether shall be 

Dubl 

be head of that foreign Government that rules and 

or Long supreme in 

  

whether Balfour or 

  

Asquith s 

     ing Ireland involve 

  

issue 
    whoever wins, our country will suffer from foreign 

rule, after the election as before it: we will be 

erned by the English, fleeced by the English, 

  

gulled by the English. 
It is part of the degradation of Ireland that she 

tied to the chariot seats of 
It is a 

g to see our people quarr 

is made to race round, 

the I 

a debasing thi 

  

    lish party leaders. rading and oa 

    ling as 
to who shall rule them 

the of 

ir country. 

which English party will 
have pl maintaining the English    

  

tyranny in th 

English Politics has become the curse of Ireland. 

It is the most effective agency in the whole process 
of 
green banners and a profusion of harps and sham- 

Anglicisation, for it comes at elections with 

  

rocks, and bands ironically playing God Save 
Ireland. Tt is insiduous, like gambling or the 
drink evil, and saps the national life as surely, and 

more quickly, than they sap the moral life. In 

    

this land of leagues and associations we would wel-   
come yet another—we would welcome a league t 
fight against the deluge of English Politics that 
has descended on the country. 

We neglect our economic questions to discuss 

  

Mr y in the English 
Parliament. The Gaelic League's fight against 

interest. com- 
1 

the Intermediate Board evokes little 

with Mr. 

of preparing for the day when we would be 

Inst 

  

pared Balfour's latest speech    

to get rid of both Balfour and Asquith, and the 
foreign domination that they equally represent, 

  

we are interested spectators in the sham fight they 

are engaged in. 

  

With a couple of exceptions there is no protest 
from the Press of Ireland, and there is no pro- 

Why? We 
and every 

h 

test from any 

  

public man in Ireland. 
Is it that 

public man is taken in by this farce of Eng 
Politics? We doubt it. But yet they don’t speak 

out. 

do not know. every paper   

  

Drunk with the orgy of English Politics, Ireland 

will return in a week or two to a state-of lassitude 

and indifference to every real interest of her own    
that must make the astute among English poli- 

  

ticians smile complacently. What could they as 
for better? Instead of centering their energy on 
their own problems, Irishmen rush into the sham 
battle and tilt at each other to the tune of John 

Bull’s 

doing 
approving laughter 

that 

dominion is secure. 

Let them only keep 

and England that her 

Let them keep on doing that, 
on knows 

keep on emigrating, and the English conquest is 
assured. 

This paper was founded that there might be one 
Halt to all the 

political folly and confusion that has obsessed our 
voice at least in Ireland to cry, 

people. ‘The supreme folly of attending to Eng- 
lish Politics is dominant in every parish in Ireland. 
Never in our history was there more need to cry 
Halt, and to take stock, and to see whither things 

are tending. The Ten Plagues of Egypt were mild 

It 

  

compared to this English plague 
tive of clear thinking and of common sense. Tt 
divides Ireland into camps and factions, and 
obscures every issue that affects our real interests, 

English Politics has about as much relationship 
real interest of the Irish people as Chinese 

  

Politics. ‘The only things that count in the 
building of a nation are our own actions—the 

thoughts and actions of the men and women of 

   

Ireland. If these are right and cor! from a 

national point of view we can ignore English 
Politics altogether; if they are not right and 
sound, English Politics can but add to the con- 

fusion. 

To those who have grown old in this game of 

humbug we can hardly hope to appeal; but to the 
young men and women of Ireland, 
girls of Ireland, we do appeal not to be led astray 
by this colostal farce : 

to the boys and 

   They can n nd as 
great and as independent as they have the courage 
and will to make her—not by means of intrigue 

with English politicians, but by their own efforts 
and work he 
lish Politics, 

  

in Ireland. Let them ignore Eng- 
shun English Politicians, and trust 

themselves. It is the only way that ever a nation 

will be built 

them 

was built or y other w     y can 
and 

strengthen the grip of England on their country. 

y 
only lead deeper into the mire, 

Every piece of work done in Ireland for Irelaud 

has its definite result on the future of Ivelaad. 

This game of English Politics is not work for Ire- 

but it, 
country. 

has its effect on the future of 
destructive, 

land, too, 

our It is a demoralising
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effect. It adds to the confusion of our political 

life and of our political ideas—it saps the national 
spirit of the country. 

The one great and crying need of Ireland is to 
be free from England—from English control, from 
English thought, and from English politics. 

We ask everyone of our readers to spread this 
idea with a missiona and to do their part 
in making Ireland as indifferent to English Party 
Politics as were the men of 1798 and 1867 

  

  

zeal,    

ee acne OF ULSTER. 
fund 

a sum 
as eventually decided to estal lish a 

fc the purpose of purchasing arms, and 
seeds £9,000 was subseribed on the spot by 

      

Report of Ulster Unionist Conferenc 

who 

Irish 
tives, 

  

Rule bogey in England, in order to help them cy 

fight the Liberals there; and therefore the foe 

has been passed on to their henchmen in Ireland 

the leaders of the Irish Unionists, and hence the 

yank and file of the Trish Unionists are to be 

stirred up to pees: pitch a heir own 
countrymen. Arms are to be st 
tial atmosphere susta’ Good! 0, 
and gentry, farmers aia: shopkeepers and a 

‘operty and men of no pre i 

at Z ister which is afraid of the rest of In 

land, we drink a health to your arming ; may 

get arms, plenty of them, good and “che ps and 

to use them, and may they 

   

    
      

      

may you get men 
make as good use of them as did your forefathers, 
who took up arms a hundred and thirty oe 

and 

  

ago! See ye to it that the arms are prope! 
safely stored, that is, that they are aaa to 
Be staady who will give them up to ye when 

wanted, irrespective of the purpose for which 

y are wanted, for the arms you purchase to 
fight the land-grabbing Papists will be used, if 
they are used at all, for quite a different purpose. 

Surely the spirits of the Volunteers must have 

grinned at the solemn he sartiness with which nine 

thousand pounds ute me in a twinkling 
the defence o: against the Irish nation, 

for the maintenance moe ‘that Union against which 

they strove, against which, with any other leader 
than C harlemont, they would have fought. Even 

so, a hundred and thirty years ago, did they arm 

and organise to preserve Ireland in the British 
Empire, sd prevent the atheistical French from 
making her a free nation: and behold arms 
turned ion into men, and made them 
that they were Irishmen, rae that the cana 
which bred them, and supported them, and to 
which they owed allegiance, was ireland. ae not 

England or the British Empire. And t 
her legislature, monstrosity though it oe a free 
and independent legislature, and had they not 

      

      

tan’s meddling, 
Leinster First President of the Irish Republic or 
ruler of a revived Monar rere History has a 
fashion of repeating oo welcome with 
a shout this revival of public arn in Ulster 
One hundred and th: ee years ago it began also 

in Ulster, but it did not end there; it only enced 

  

will spread again, my merry hearts of Ulster 
In those days there was a Frederic Augustus 

Hervey, Earl of Bristol and Bishop of Derry, a 
very eae a and usually re 
of by respectable his “eccentr 

  

orians as 
otherwise to Slate a Bishop of the Bee 
Church of Ireland being a Volunteer and a Sepa- 
ratist? This ‘‘eccentric’’ Bishop of Derry ad- 
vocated fighting agi the Union, positively 
contemplated a severance of the connection with 

England; and and behold, to complete the 
parallel, his mantle also appears to have descen- 
ded, for the present Bishop of Derry is reported 
to have said at a public meeting in Derry: ‘‘ If 
Great Britain threw them to the wolves, he said 
with pain, nct as a threat, but as an inexorable 
piece of calculation, that within ten years they 
would become formidable champions of complete 

erance from England, because, if an indepen- 
dent Ireland wronged them, they would have 
sympathy and help from England: but when 
English troops were forcing en them a rule they 
detested, their would be called fac 
tious.’” 

The Bishop of Derry, and those associated with 

him, are on the Whey to—not Rome, but Tara or 
College Green. They have actually come to con- 
template resisting a Dandeta from England, and 
calmly speak of advocating a complete severance 
of Ireland from the British Empire. It is a sign 
of the change which has imperceptibly come over 
Unionist thought in Ireland. The Volunteers 

ch the same way, and the Unionists 
Nationalis 

a is now nothing for them to cling to England 

          

opposition 

    

     

  

One by one she has 1 what they re- 
te as their safeguards in Ireland to her     olicy or her necessities. She counts them neither 

as English nor as Irish, but as her hired garr ison 

in Ireland, to keep the Trish down, and ‘des es, 
them in her heart accordingly gitanetanc 
should make it expedient for her to pass a Home 
Rule Bill for Ireland she will do it though ee 
Irish Unicnist bought a Gatling gun and a bronze 
image of Walter Long and King Billy: and then 
the last link which binds the Irish Unionists to England will snap. The Nationalists of Ireland 
do not want one inch of Unionist land or one Pennyworth of Unionist property. What they 

    

“armed, will gladly < 

     the do want is the and i 

bodies and the 

courage capa 
and the work, 

Trish    

        

stamped them with a stamp which 
That, and nothing Ireland 

and soon. She has been patient, 
patient a 

is alway 
med or wn- 

  

fed them, 

is indelibl 
eo get that yet, 

y patient, and she can afford to be 
little longer. But the door to her he 

, and the U none of Ireland, a 

more. 

    

      

   The Bishop of Dey 
tion of any tangible Trish Legisla- 

nd the Irish Unionists will demand 

, not through fear, but through shame, 

any years they had been unnaturé 

children to the mother that bore them. 

Arm, then, Unionists of Ireland, and keep your 

powder dry! We have no fear of your making a 
shameful use of your weapons. And bye-and-bye, 
when the time comes, we will stand shoulder to 
shoulder, remembering Orr, and Tone, 

“eccentric” Bishop, and all other 
who worked and died that our common country 
might live 

  

   
       

    

   

  

LanvEN. 

A BALLAD OF IRISH FREEDOM. 

    

    
   

  

   

  

    
(Air—! The Battle of Céim-an-Fheidh"’). 

I sing a song of Thraldom; of men in slavery sleepin; 
Of ‘alien res reaping the harvest of the year 

nt hearths deserted, of ruins a vigil keeping 
id people weeping, and children 

1 not a ray to break their grief, 
And none to brave the raiding thie f, 
But all prepared to crave relic 

From him whe dash them dn theieseltae 
God forgiv who crouch beneath the 

  

tyrant’s " ree 
er feel « thrill coursing through their 

   

  

      

  

af ; of friends, long-severed, 
mee 

Of batiled foes ret fg rand amaz 
Of hands, arted, cla of voices ra 

greeti 
Of hearts in concord beating with hope of futu 

days. 
Of men who strive, as Brian strove, 
To place their Isle all strife above, 

f men who bind their minds, their love 
1 her—the vir Mother and their Queen. 

ae Ni Uallacain—who long has trod the ways 

  

fae h: tir a one as eyes have 

  

f pain, 
But as shall re ever 

seen! 

m; of swords in battle clashing: 
of broken Saxon pride 
the of pikehead 

I sing 9 song of Freedor 
Of Gaels to victory dashi 

Of vengeance on the spoiler, 
ashi 

     gleam 

  

ke wild winds crashing, of men too long   The see 
defied 

   

  

On on they pour, w 
fire of old oned 
aap roar 

And poe centuried d i 
on the mountains! in the valleys victiy 

  

  for evermore!   And (i nitlin Ni Uallacain free 

Dyan na Danban. 
  * 

THE DAWN. 

essed for € 
steps forth from th 

nd, with ker 
radiant: sunlight, 

  

when a nation 
‘dark ee of thraldom, 

upon the threshold, 
nd from its over Se 

       

  

     rt offers up its past pains, i i sent thank: 
d_ its futur a to gres a, 

Creator, Redec and Sinetiage of all. 

  

Thus quoted an Irish writer upon the deliver- 
ance of Venice from the Austrian yoke. When 
shall some such inspiration rise incense-like in our 
souls at the dawn of Trish freedom ? 

Nothing that could make our “‘ past pains” an 
agony of Gethsemane is lacking; nothing that 
could add intensity to our joyous gratitude would 
be wanting at that nothing that could 

1 ambitions and national aspirations 
fail to infuse high ideals and noble aims 

amidst our future hopes 
But the road to the open portal of redemption 

  

  

     

  

= 

    

is a long, dim avenue of trials, reverses and dis- 
appointments: It was marked—every step—by 
blighted hopes, false vows, brutal ordeals, and 

  

base Secsnisons: Much of its past ignominy will 
characterise it. Still, through. the 

of ultimate triumph glim- 
ast the hoarse voice of un- 

vanquished paki urges—‘‘ On, on.” 
femptations and trials are mect for men and 

ill say we surely have borne our 
bitter load both long and meekly enough. A 
parently not our tribulations are still incomplete— 

      

the casting has yet a flaw, and must go to the 
furnace again. ‘Our past failures and our pre- 
sent ambitions, our previous weakness and our 
prevailing follies, are tokens visible to all men 
that the metal that could win aud hold Irish free- 
dom still needs much seme It would be 
foolish to say otherwis% te is no cause for de- 
spondency, but rather an incentive to real effort, 
when we are forced to recognise that in our own 
ranks there are yet lacking some of the essentials 
for a free people. 

Policies and principles are adapted to distract 

    

    
rather than strengthen us. We are children 

alle with every new toy: fools deceived by 
flatteries; and shining baubles; bigots 

aes on sel 
to aught but 

  

-adulation, 
ideas and 

and intolerant and blind 
standards of ow t own 

adoption. Now fickle, now fearsome, now 
furious, we present the figure and features of 
men, but are bereft of all the-moral strength and 
mental stability that alone dignify manhood 

Clamour attracts us as a flame the moth. The 

silence of a great grief—bereavement. of liberty 

  

McGUINNESS & CO., 
Respectfully ne you to see their 

se display of 

NOW ON SHOW AT <ONAC, 

And at their 
68 & 69 Lower Camden Street, new srancn 

Christmas Goods 
ROUND,ROOM, ROTUNDA. 

27 Lower Dorset Street. 
  

and of a stern purpese, a manly resolve to regain 

    

it—seldom falls upon our people. Talk—futile 
and endless—betrays our picts labours. 
Work—the only ‘channel by which human 
sorrow is transmuted into content—is foreign to 

councils and alien to our ran 
We bemoan, but do little to stifle the vacuous 

  

laugh of half-demented serfs that rings like a 
Belial voice in the crises of our people's agonies. 
We recount our losses, our sorrows, our tempta- 
tions like a leper’s litany, until the most sacred 
names and most holy sacrifices of patriotism be- 
come meaningless in ears grown dull to all but 

      

the prattle of petty leaders and the bathos of 

long-endured demagogues 
Hope scarce finds a responsive echo to her 

our hearts, so clamant there is the 
History arouses no dormant pulse, 

are blind 

pleading in 
voice of Self. 

quickens no slumbering resolve. 
alone to our own de 

despair, but to the inspiring signs and tokens 

    

ment and deepening 
of 

  

  
resurgent freedom in suffering nations eve 
where. 

But yet, Despair is not rooted in our souls 
That soil is too rich and pure to nourish so 
basely rank a parasite We have everything to 

mourn and hope and by brain and 

  

muscle to shape the path and implements of our 
1 redemption. 

It will be an arduous time and work 

for men of unselfish courses and sterling souls, of 
clear, unwarped minds, and brave, red-blooded 

hearts, men of conscious power in mutual union 
for identical aims and reciprocal relief, men of 
courageous spirit, esteeming the pride of duty 
done, even pnuen death be the wage, an ample 

  

a time 

    

even solemnly, let the work proceed 
as indecent to gabble at our task as It would be 

to bandy noisy <coep at the resuscitation of a 
famished mothe! 

Tyilisce Te atame ttt patriotic zeal and 
hearts steeled by memories of past sacrifices in 
this cause of Irish freedom, and by the caustic 
stimulus of present needs, let all true men quit 
talk for toil. Disdainful of gloomy compatriots 
and menacing foes, let the work of our country’s 
freeing proceed, eee in our 
Rooney’s dic The resources 
nationality are not t comprised in a series 

lutions, but in ONE.” That all-comprisin 
solve—the Restoration of Irish Freedom. 

     

  

“THE BASIS OF FREEDOM.” 

Ae 

Way should we fight for freedom? 
become necessary to ask and answer ju 
tion it not strange? We have fought this 
fight for centuries, and contending parties scill 
continue the struggle, but the real significance of 
the struggle and its true motive force are hardly 

all understood, and there is a curious but 

logical result. Men technically on the same side 
are separated by differences wide deep, both 
of ideal and plan of action; conversely, 

Tt ue   

    

wl hile, 
men technically opposed have perhaps more in 
common than we realise in a sense deeper than we 
understand 

II. 
This is the question I would discus: I find in 

    
     

practice everywhere in Tr ‘eland—it is worse out of 
Ireland—the doctrine, end justifies the 
means.” One party will denounce another for 
the use of discreditable bakes but it will have 
no hesitation in using such itself if it oan thereby 
snatch a disereditable victo lear spea 

  

ing is needed: a fight that is not ae Manded 
will make victory more disgraceful than any 
defeat. I make the point here because we stand 
for separation from the British Empire, and be- 

bt 
make a s 

English power here, even if our foreign allies 
were engaged in crushing freedom elsewhere. 

Wen ac question can be proposed it should 
be answered, though the time is not ripe to test. 
it. If Ireland were to win freedom by helping 
directly or indirectly to crush another pedale she 
would earn the exeeration she has herself poured 
out on tyranny for ages. have come to see it is 
possible for Ireland to win her independence by 

    

     
base methods. It is imperative, there! we 
should declare ourselves and know where we 
stand. And I stand by this attitude: no physica 

victory can compensate for spiritual surrender. 
Dae side denies that is not my side. 

What, then, is the true basis to our claim to 

  

    

freedom? There are two points of view. The 
first we have when fresh from school, still in our 
teens, ready to tilt against everyone and 

everything, delighting in smart 
things—and able sometimes to say them 
—talking much and boldly of een 
but satisfied if the thing Sounds bravely. 

  

  
There is the later point of view. We are no longer 
boys; we have come to review the eeecrn, and 
take a definite stand in life. We have had years 
of experience, keen strug; eles nota little’ bidet: 

feel a heart-beat 
no longer sufficient that 

The 

ness, and we are steadie 
for deeper things. Tt is 
they sound bravely; they must ring true. 

    

school boy’s dream is more of a Roman triumph 

—tramping armies, shouting multitudes, 
banners—all good enough in their way 
dream of men is for something beyond all this 

  

show. it were not it could hardly claim a sacri- 

fice 

III. 

A spiritual necessity makes the true signifi 
cance of our claim to freedom. The m 

  

aspect is only a secondary consideration. 
facing life is gifted with certain powers of soul 

ody. It is of vital importance to himself 
and the ‘community that he be given a full op- 

      

     

portunity to sagt his powers, and to fill his 
place worthi a free state he is in 
Fee eae ae -development. 
In an enslaved state it is the revi When one 
couney Ids another in aabjection that other 

fe ally and morally fiers 
eateries eae ‘a prey for plunder. It suffers 
morally “because of the eed influences the 

   bigger nation sets at work to maintain it en- 
dency. Because of this oral corruption national 
subjection should be resisted as a state fostering 
vice. And as in the case of vice, when we under 
stand it we have no poeyon but to fight. 

we can make no te is the duty 
rightful Power to ceniep the best in its subjects 
It is the practice of the ee Power to de- 
velop the basest. ii 

example. EDO 
visited Ireland he Batoea the usual favours to 
secure his power. He recognized the honest sup- 

  

  

    

   

    

     
porters of his reyime with a ee 
He e the ter Teese cuiaeh of 
haronetoya tola_ustorious’ ‘politiekat in (Cone 

  

whose claim was that he had lowered national 
ideals and dignity with effrontery and shameless- 
ness. Observe the men who might be respected 
are passed over for him who ought to be despised. 
In the corrupt politician there was surely a better 
nature. A free state w ula have encouraged and 
developed it. The ee state titled him for 
the use of his baser insti Such allurement 
must mean dembrilisaticiiss e none of us 
angels, and under the best of circumstances find 
it hard to do worthy things. nn 
temptation is to do unworthy thi 
moralised. of 

    

  

We are renin 
powers and let tiem lie fallow. Our ee should 

1 

n the destruction of spirit entailed lies 
the deere raigueates of our claim to freedom. 

LV. 

is a spiritual appeal then that primarily 
moves us. We are urged to action by a beautiful 
ideal. The motive force must be likewise true 
and beautiful. It is love of country that i Saspiees 
us ; not hate of the enemy and desire for full satis- 
faction for ue pauls Surehe Ids 
please note). ted now and then 

y some mawkish cauarivatatite of our motive 
force that makes it seem a weakl thing invoked 
to help us in evading isicelise instead of con- 
quering them. Love in 
strong, vital, and seReRIe cde jon’t 

it with any flabby substitute. Take a parallel 
case. ae we, cause of the mawkishness of 
a ‘Princess Novelette,” deride the beautiful 

dering and joyous, 
ords of 

      

  

® 

aaa “ilat keeps ages wo 
that is occasionally aught ‘up in, the 

as when Sh 
dreams of thee”? 
sacred thing seem 

¢ 

    e from 
When fools eae make a 

silly, let us at least be sane. 
The man who cries ait ne the sacred thing but 
voices a unives eed. To exist, the healthy 

mind must have beautiful things— the rapture of a 
song, the music of running water, the glory of 
the aed and its dreams, and the deeper dreams 
of the d It is nothing but love of country 
that rouses us to make our land full-blooded and 
beautiful where now she is pallid and wasted. 
This, too, has its deeper aceite : 

  

v. 

If we want full revenge for the past the best 
way to get it is to remain as we are. Ss we ar 
Ireland is a menace to England. We need not 
debate this—she herself admits it by her con- 

  

tinued efforts to pacify us in her own stupid way. 
Would she not ignore us if it were quite safe so 
to do? On the other hand, if we succeed in our 
efforts to separate from her, the benefit to Eng- 
land will be second sony to our own. This m. 
strike us strangely, but ’tis true, not the less true 
because the English Serle could hardly sade 
stand or appreciate it now. The milita: 

  

‘ence 
of Ireland is almost farcical. free feclaad 
could make it a reality—could make it strong 
against invasio This would secure England 
from attack on our side. No one is, I take it, 
so foolish as to suppose, being free, would 
enter quarrels not our own: We should remain 
neutral. Our commonsense would so te ate, our 

sense of right would so demand. ‘eedom of 
a nation carries vam it the responsibility that it 
be no menace to the freedom of another nation. 
The eee of “i sakes 6 or the security of all. 

If there are tyrannies on earth one nation cannot 
set tines right, but it is still bound so to order 

its own affairs as to be consistent with universal 

       



  

f 
F 

     

  

freedom and friendship. And, again, strange as 
em, separation from England will alone 

make for final friendship with England. For 
no one is so foolish as to wish to be ever at war 
with England. It is unthinkable. How the most 
beautiful motive for freedom is vindicated! Our 

    

liberty stands to benefit the enemy instead of 
injuring him. we want to injure him, we 
should» remain as we are—a menace to 
him. The opportunity will come, but it 
would hardly make us happy. This but makes 
clear a need of the human race. Freedom rightly 
considered is not a mere setting-up of a number 
of independent units. It makes for harmony 
among nations and good fellowship on earth. 

Wallis 

carefully that no one may | 
escape the conclusion. is clear and exacting, 

but in the issue it is beautiful. We fight for | 
freedom—not for the vanity of the world, not to | 

have a fine conceit of ourselves, not to be as bad 
—or if we prefer to put it so—as big as our neigh- 
bours. The inspiration is drawn from a deeper 
element of our being. We stifle for self- Eeveloe! 
ment individually and as a nation. If we don’t 
go forward we must. collapse is a matter of 
life and death: it is our soul’s salva aan Tf the 
whole nation stand for it, we are happ; shall 
be grandly victorious. If only a few: ate faithfal | 
found they must be the more steadfast for being 
but a few. They stand for an individual right 
that is inalienable. A majority has no right to 
annul it, and no power to destroy it. Tyrannies 
may persecute, slay, or banish those who defend 
it; the thing is indestructible. It does not. need 
legions to protect it nor genius to proclaim it, 

though the poets have always glorified it, and the 
legions will ultimately acknowledge it. One man 
alone may vindicate it, and because that one man 

has never failed it has never died. Not, indeed, 
that Ireland has ever been reduced to a_ single 
loyal son. She never will be. We have not sur- 
vived the centuries to be conquered now. But 
the profound significance of the struggle, of its 
deep spiritual appeal, of the imperative need for 
a motive force as lofty and beautiful of the con- 
sciousness that worthy winning of freedom is a 
labour for human brotherhood; the significance 
of it all is seen in the obligation it imposes on 
everyone to be true, the majority notwithstand- 
ing.” He is called to a grave charge who is called 
to resist the majority. resist, know- 
ing his victory will lead them e a dearer dream 

than they had lever known. He fight for that 
ideal in obscurity little Tiesded in “the 
misunderstood, in humble places still undaunted, 
in high places seizing every ee point, never 

crushed, never silent, never despairing, cheering 
a few comrades with hope fon toalgieows Aa 
should these few sink in the struggle the greatness 
of the ideal is ae in the last hour ; it justifie 
the one man aga whole race. It makes him 
the saviour of 1 

have written 

  

> 

    

     

  

  

        

    

      

Toipealbaé mac-Suibne. 

  

saoirnse na néimeann. 
Ssoppe na hEipeann! Mo Vit! Nac purpupe 

véinne cpact ap paomppe na HEipeann! Nee 
bos 4 Casann cainne Cun Daoine map gealt « 
Paoipre na nEipean ¢ 6acTat nA cesiert 
4 Bionn FEA! TAimro BOD ACA! 

Im taob-pa ve, ni m6p com somal Sup 
Deocaipn VOM THAT ap paorpre na hGipeann. 
Sgéat pimplroe vipead ipead 1Pé 4 fim- 
pldeact a thilleann mé.  R6-pmplive aca pe. 
An pw ip LE) 00 C46, ni Bionn meap a5 éinne 
aif. OA NVEanfainn ceipt aépannad vo pérd- 
Teac, Cupprde pum im éainne; acc nuasip 
soem Sup ceapc 50 mbes Gipie paon, verp- 
Tap ns FuIlionnam a¢c piobaipe an éanpuipc. 
ACT Ip Cumé pon. Ip mitro otinn Labainc 50 
Lomoineac, Zan p5at san easla. OA rhér0 
lapAeT ATA VEanTA Age Lut NA cainnte aq 
Os0Ine VALLad, ‘Od MhérD pipso ip Suosap ip 
bpeasa V'aseamain ap prubal Le n-sp tinn, 
ni péroip Fipnne an PEE ‘0 eile ap rhuinncip 
na n@ipeann. Saoippe na néipeann ip bun 
Apup b4pyp Le Hae pEeal a Baineann Le nErpunn. 
Osompe na HEipeann ip ctup Le Sac ciubaipe ip 
mi-. 60 ap ctip Seapsin. 

ip HAO An mero peo V'dITeAth 4p LucT 
ree na Saevilge? Cvxo ip 5d0 4 pad Leo 
Byun ceapc 50 mbead Eine paon? Nac eot v6 

Ceana 6, An Té Cup De VUID aif Pein Lérgearh 
na Haevitse v0’ pogtum, ip fotlup nae caitearh 
ee 4A bi uard. Fonn paoippe na NEipeann 

Tpmioe Cun ns hope 6. "04 mba than Leip 
Sie bert ceangailte 0’lmppeact na Sapanad 
HO VeIpedd na VAL, CAD CUIFe VO Sacdils v0 
Léigeam ip ‘00 PSpiobsd. 1p beag an dip vo 
dune an Saevils 1 setppai’ Imppeacc na 
Sapansé. Acc ip mate an dip V0 i i pan obaip 
reo ¢un cing paopnad. Téimio FE pmact ase 
na Sapar 

    

man linn aignead an 
GEipeannargs 00 Paonad 6 pmact na nGatt. © dip 
euige pin ipead an Saevits. Nit éinpioc ova 
meantal opm né supd pin 6 an Cup So nve pnd 
AN O1ffead Pon Osoine obaIp pur Gun Saevits 
‘00 Guy Gun cinn 1 nEipin Fonn paoippe na 
nEipeann FE nvesps 6, CE Fup minic nspb eG 
‘0610 Fein 6, 

ACT MAp PIN FEIN Ip FSO 4 NSO Led Sup ceapc 
50 mbead Eine psop. Ip 5&0 4 Cup n-umait 
DIB NSC peans Poipséal carte 6 pin. TA an 
ones pon Suosain ip pAmeip ap pruBsl nd 
dionn pé nosoine an fifunne 4 
140 50 Lomoipiesé. Ip eagat Led 

“Simple truth miscalled simplicity.’’ 

lesp na néipeann agup paoinre | 
Lin vaoine 45 obaip an | 

      

Ni monann 
na néimpeann. Ta 4 
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ron leapa na nGipeann apup 54n pioc vA 

DEanath aca ap fon paoippe na nEipeann. 
Dionn curo aca pio 04 thaordearh Sun cuma 
180 N6 an DfeEam a Bod AZ Oba FAO 6 Cun 
Eine paopad ve topad claroim. Dio prvo 45 
MOLAY na NEaipHrdeaé 00 cpocad ip 00 céapad 
FAO 6 TOIPS 4 NOGIL 1 paoippe na hEipeann. 
Aét ni Feros an ‘OUb ‘Oo Cup n-a geal af 
thuinntip, na HEipeann Cor bos pon. Ip edt 

00 C&C 50 par Opeam 1 nGiqunn Faro 6 Hath, On 
SCEAO LA 00 Cup nd Nopmanarg FAA pan Tip 
reo, Sup mian te6 Gipe Vette 6 Sapana asup 
na Salt vo vibinc ap “ sol-bpogaiw na 
nSaevat.” Vi a beas nO 4 Mop Den ‘Opeam to 

ann Le Linn na osortpe 6 pé dove Ui NEitt sup 
an ldinoiu. TA an Opeam oO ann FoP agup an 
TPES DO FudIpEsoayn O N-a Pinnpeapar’ ap 
Lapad n-a Kcporoerb ; agup nuaip a VErd VeIpesd 
Leip an nopleam GD bEro DeINead Le NErpeann. 
Nuasip nd ved Einne bed 1 NEyuNn aguinn 45 
ruil Le paoinpe na nGipeann, ni vero pan cif 
reo at tanta Sapana, Sin i an fifunne gslan 
ssup ip beag an Cabaip 0'éinne an fipmnnpe pin 
4 BNEaSNugad. 

Tin FE Lert ipead Gine asup Thea’ Fé Lert 
Ipead no HEipeannargs agup nil ve eae ase 
rna Sapanaig Eine cup pe pmace act ompesd ip 

CA AB HAvarve Vo fFuap a fealb ve Copad 
claroim. Aihleap na nEipeann agup athtear 
na n@ipeannargy 4 Veinewoap on Z66ao LA 
Fuaipesoap an Lam uaccsipn pan cip peo. Ni 
Fedqyroe muinnteay na h€ipeann, an Tip peo 

4 bee Ceangailte vo piogacc Spans. Ni 
Bruameamain 04 BAfyi ACT copapbols aur 
opocvligte, claon ip calgaip, cpeacad 1p 
céapad. M1 pedpproe éinne an oaoinpe agur 
nil eine 1 nGiunn paop, ip cuma Saevat no 
n6v-Salt, Caiclicrve n6 Ppocapctinaé é. Einne 
Sabann paint Le muinneipt na hEipeann ip ceane 
00 Cut Scommb pmact na n§att so o1an ip 
SO Vipactac. Dob feappa Viinn bert ved 
voce agup an tpaoinpe asuinn nd gndtpaogat 
bpedg Tapbead aguinn apup pinn -é pmacc age 
Theab erte. 

Ip mitro an fipinne a pao azup ip a0 6 [dd 
MOE VEANAE ADUP 4 FOSapT V0'n Tpaogal nd 

FUL VeIPexd FOP Le fonn paoinpe 1 Scporde 
muinnceap na n€ipeann 

(Ni Chioe.) 
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TeARM AT! 

“NiL gon mare pa Saevitig pin agarb-re, 
anrs ra Lom coretreip 6 fom. 

onur poin,” appa mé. 
“TA Sapptin agam-pa pa mbaile,” an pé, 

asup TA Pe as HAvAIL 01 Le peace mbLisOns 
Anoip, Cuippead Pe meidspedn 10’ Ceann LeEits, 
asup ni bpuigead ré Focal 4 Cabaine vom Ay) 
Home Rule an t4 pé verge. 

“Maire, an Sopptn voce,’ 
jongnad Liom é pin, 

stptin voét an esd! 
voce afi son Cop, asup TA PE Corh mait éun 
Saevilge leacpa no le n-soinne a baineann 
leat. Asgup tua anoip,” ap pé, “a Bul an 

Agate cuyrpe Saeoiig ap 

  

    

? appa mé, “ni aon 

  an re. NL pé 

  

Seewuig ap fav 
Home Rule vom?” 

“Cumppead, 5an Oat,” appa mé, “md cup 
eann cups Déapta ain vomps an 6s wasp.” 

“VEapla!” ap pe. “Ns DEapla ceang €.” 
“O’peroip maice,” appa mé, “ ac nion tug mé 

mathe. Cao ap Home Rule ap aon cop ann 7” 
Nac Bul plop a5 an paogat 6 pin,” ap pe. 

“Nua a berd Home Rule againn, vero sac 
Aon pUD AZainn. Ni Berd eapnarh nd upeapva 
niop m6 oppainn, bero ‘VeIpe Leip an SCarpledn 
Tall an L&é pon. Ni werd mo Leitéro vo’fean 

bot a5 Viol mo ot bpiNginn pa pine Cun 4 
Leitéror pin 4 Cotugad,” an pé, a5 pinead 4 
mhéipe PE prléap 4 Vi as SavAail Cap OPdgaro. 
“Ni Beso ag baAINT Place Cun mé FEIN DO 
buatad. Cuippimio pmacc onta pon,” ap pé. 
“asup ni ap Uippetl nd ap soinne map é 

beipesn a5 OPSE Cun ainsio ‘O’fagail Vop na 
reoileannai® n6 ‘vop na h-iapgaipib no v’aon 
puro eile ber an c-apseso finn Féin 

againn annpoin agup Seobsimro Ap pogsa wo 
4 O6anam Leip San ppleadacap ‘v’aoinne. Sin 
é Home Rule anoip aga,” ap pé. 

MS’p ma pin an peéat,” appa mé, “ni 
veacaip Hacoiug a Cup aif. Naé nveanpad 
‘Saoinpeact na h-Gipeann’ an snd. Nap veap 
Lear poin man Hse dirs sip.” 

“Da veap Leip, 4 Sappiin, 
50 mart, oe 06 Leat.” 

  

ra pe: “CGS ce 

  “An aS amteacc acai anor,” appa mé, 
“nuaim até 00 Cesét poglumta agat. CA 
BEML ‘oO tate?” 

“Sp Rata Matene Cun an ctiondit! cao 

i cant ann anoét. TA eile?” ap pé. “0610 an- 

ré asainn anoip, ay east 
Cav acd?” appa 

“T4 Home Rule, no nacre eaét na hGipeann,’ 
ba COVA Vom 4 PA0. Nit aon pwo esopainn 
agup i anoip acc na Tigeannai, TA muinneip 
Sopana pein og Tut Cun i Cabarpe OGINN.” 

“Deson,” oppa me, “ bneag Otinn!” 
Syapamay. 

      

“From my earliest youth I have regarded the 
connection between Great Britain and Ireland as 
the curse of the Irish Nation, and have felt con- 
vinced that while it lasted our country could never 
be free or happy.—Theobald Wolfe Tone 
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WILLIAM ROONEY. 

ik 

HIS WORK AND GOSPEL | 

Rooney has been termed the Davis of the Trish | 
Revival, and in any consideration of his work one 

is forcibly reminded of the comparison, a compari- 
son which must strike everybody who is acquainted 
with the career and prose-writings of the two 

men. Each died young, unexpectedly, and just 
when the country especially needed him, each had 
built up a literary and political movement, the 
principles of which were eventually to supplant 
the older movement which then held sway: each 
preached passionately ‘‘ Educate that you may be 

free,’’ and these things are very often made the 

groundwork of a comparison. “Indeed, there is 
a similarity between the two men, a similarity of 

nind Rooney had more of the mind of Davis, 
his breadth of view, his large oe his uni- 
versality of appreciation of things Trish, than any 
other man in the revival; he had ihe same per- 

sonality in the sense that his comrades worked 

under him ju the Young Irelanders did under | 
Davis, more and without misgiving, and that 

with his death something of the essential fire and 
inspiration went from them. So far we may go, 

od eer further, and say that while the “pulk | 
f the inspiration of Young Ireland came from 

Davi, the Bulk opie inspiration of the present 
movement came from Rooney. Like Davis, but 
to a larger extent, he was a treasurehouse of Irish | 

knowledge, and to him, as to a library 
friends went for information; but the circum- 

stances and work of the two were dissimilar in 
some striking aspects. Davis had the advantages 

of leisure, i nd comfortable means, 
with the liberty of pacers himself wholly to 
natural work, and he had to conquer only apathy 
and indifference. Rooney was poor, his school 
education finished at twelve, and thereafter he 
had to educate himself by reading and thinking ; 
he had to work ten hours a day for bread and do 
his national work outside that, and he had to 
build up his movement against the active hes- 

tility of an older and stronger movement. And 
in his knowledge of Irish and his work for the 
language he had one thing which Davis in his 

equipment lacked, though his oft quoted declara- 
favour the language makes another 

bond between the two men. Davis and Rooney 
presented the same quality of mind, working 

itself out under total dissimilar conditions. 

Unknown to a great many of his cwn generation, 

Davis has crept nearer and nearer to Ireland with 

the lapse of time, and it will be similar with 

Bbsicy when his life of self-denial and strenuous 
work comes to be written. In many respects he 
possessed a foresight beyond his years, as, for 
instance, when he refused to enter the Civil S 
vice, or to take the editorship of a provincial 
newspaper which was offered him, on the ground 
hat it would mean limiting his possibilities of 

presecuting the broad scheme of national develop- 
ment on which he had set his heart 

His knowledge of Ireland was deep and pro- 
found, so much so as to be astounding, a know- 

    

   

      

his 

        

    

          

18a not alone of her literature and history, but 

of her topography and of her agricultural and 
| mineral wealth and possibilities. Every section 

  

of Irish lore, every department of national liter 
| ture, was as an open book to him, and this know- 

ledge and the confidence it inspired runs through 

all his prose, giving him a flowing, limpid, and 
pas: style, which produces just the same 
optimistic and inspiring effect as do the essays 

Davis. alone did he know every hill and 

mountain in Ireland, but he knew every stone on 
them, and in the All Ireland columns of the 
United Irishman while he wrote them are to be 

found a wealth of topographical and_ historical 
knowledge, a wealth of literary suggestions and 

criticism There also will be found ae first 
attempt to banish from Ireland the Wes' 

mind and the music hall song, and all the degrad 
ing things which go with them. The campaign 
on these lines which was taken up in the Leader 
so effectively towards the end of 1900 was begun 
by Rooney in the United Irishman in 1899. And 
in his work in these years may be seen his whole 
philosophy eeduhie eyucle plans, which include 

‘ing of value in the movement 
efore £ come to the consideration of his writ- 

ings on the more burning questions of his and our 

day, I must make a brief reference to his remark- 

able series of articles on the lives and the work of 

the men of ’48, a marvelously accurate and pains 
taking account of practically every man and 
woman connected with the movement. Not alone 
did he include in it Smith-O’Brien and the well- 
known men, with new biographical and_biblio- 

graphical matter about them, but he — also 
gathered together all available material about 

such little known men as Bartholomew Dowling, 
f Mulchineck, Supple, Patrick 

O'Donoghue, and very many others not mentioned 
| in any history or Biogranby of the period. His 
knowledge of the Vation and the other journals 
of the Young Irelanders, and also of the journals 
preceding and following them, seems to have been 
enormous; and week after week in the paper he 
poured forth the most admirable and exact and 

sympathetic series of appreciations on oe Young 
Trelanders that have ever appeared. It is stated 
that his knowledge, displayed in these articles, 
astonished John O’Leary, who had worked in the 

same field all his life. “The temptation to quote 
from them, containing as they do much admirable 
summing-up of men and of “events, is great, but 

T hope to see them re-published some day. Indeed, 
the non-publication of these and of Rooney's 
prose generally is a loss to the nation. 
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One of 

    

ee to the general character of the move- 
ent is as follows: —‘‘ There is an idea abroad 

lab tho meverontioh Aarvaataa great measure 
one of professional men—if not an aristocratic 

This proceeds possibly from the pro- 
it of men as Smith-O’Brien, 

who undoubtedly were of 
less aristocratic extraction. The host of 

‘s and doctors associated with it has given 
aito tlie idea Gt’ professional ont when we 

examine the lives of the principal actors we find 
that this movement, like every other such up- 
heaval, was mainly the work of men of the 

people.”’ And later on, when the Leader com- 

menced to sneer at the Young Irelanders as an 
nglicising force, Rooney wrote:—‘‘If there is 

any field for the Leader or for ourselves to-day, if 

there is a field for the Gaelic League, or the 

slightest hope for the future of the country, to the 
Young Irelanders and their teachings we owe it 
all. There is observable in our contemporar 

thinly-veiled contempt for the ideal aaeioualiey 
with which Young Ireland, its predecessors and 

successor, have been associated. Our contem- 
right ily strikes against the confusing o: 

nd nationality, but it evidently overlook: 
the fact that all Irish politics are not, and never 
have been, exclusively confined these who be- 

lieve in Parliamentarianism. t also overlooks 
the fact that wh nationality is broader than 

politics, so also is it broader than any movement 
which makes merely for the development of one of 
its essentials.”’ His general articles on the "48 
Movement, such as 

and,”’ ‘“Some Clerical Supporters of Young 

Treland,’’ and the many references of a critical 
nature to the general movement in the course of 

his biographies, contain the best and most sympa- 
thetic account of Young Ireland, its deeds and its 
aims, that we have. 

In a short paper like the present it is obviously 
epee to deal extensively with Rooney’s prose 

all its ramifications, or to cram into it su 
cieut quetations to bring the value of 

Rooney’s work before my readers. The best of his 
work is in the first two years of the United Irish- 
riley ant Neti ancices vokenten ame concep- 
tion of the man and his ideas will have to go 

through these files; but here I propose to 
tracts from his articles, extracts to show his 

teaching and his philosophy on the general ques- 
tion, and on some of the more important of its 
sub-divisions Upon the broad question 

national independence Rooney stood for complete 
and absolute separation; the lesson of history, 
that we cannot comprom this and succeed, was 

plain to him, and it is the outstanding feature of 

is life that, with this as his basis, he first chal- 

fsa and beat the practical man with his own 
weapon, proved that the so-called advanced 
nationalism could be made the most. practical of 
all when applied to practical affairs, and never 
either explained or apologised for his advanced 
opinions, insane though t must have seemed to 

ticle of his on the 5th 
this clearly, and I shall 
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many of his day, In an ar 
1900, he tates 

   
“Since Catholic Emancipation,’’ he writes, 

“allowed Irish Catholics to become members of 

the British a liament there has been talk of a 
the said members and their satellites 

zues and Registration Associations have 
been p! leased to call ‘‘ Advanced ’’ nationalism. 

. “ Advanced nationalism, so-called. 

aims at Hn more advanced than an Irish 
nation—that is to an Trish state, governe 
controlled, ta defended d by Irishmen for Irish. 

men. ‘‘ Advanced’’ nationalism is in truth no 
petty compromising propaganda, which talks of 
healing the wounds of centuries, or guarantees the 

    

  

        

  aid of Trish arms for Imperial ee geen ie: 
our rights are conceded.’ is no tem- 

porising, fime, serving, half eee qantitiadé 
which f the future, but likes to take advan- 

  

tage of the present, trusting to the forgetfulness 
of the popular memory to overlook any vacilla- 
tion from the right road. It is a spirit which 
takes something more than an antiquary’s inte- 

rest in the struggles and belief of the past, which 
does not talk of the superior advantages of our 

fathers to excuse inaction or indifference to-day. 

It is in fine the spirit of Irish nationality which 
recognises nothing short of supreme and entire 
co as the limit of Irish hopes and 
aspirations 

From a broad national standpoint there 
nothing ‘‘ advanced ”’ in this spirit. It could not 
look for less and remain national ; it only deserves 

its name by the assertion that the active opera- 
tion of all essentially Trish energies and influence 

is above nationality. ¥ There is room, 
even in Ireland for all classes of opinion, but there 
ought to be no toleration for anything which seeks 
to masquerade as a thing which it is not, by ap- 
plying a title to another doctrine which is un- 
necessary, and, in the strict meaning of the term 

  

which it qualifies, superfluous. One never hears 
of ‘advanced’ nationalism in connection with 
any free countr “ Adva 

  

natiodelicm! Weaities d bug-bear to the 
able well-to-do ’’ Catholics from the first day they 

were allowed to enjoy the benefits of the British 

Constitution. There was no mention of it during 
the days when Ireland was sending her young 
men to fill the armies of the Continent, and’ when 
the tongue of the Gael.rang in every Court in 
Europe. There was no confounding of principles 
then, a man was either attached to the English 

interest in Treland, or else all his sympathies were 
with the boys abroad. . - No man, how- 

ever great his reverence for the memory of the 

Volunteers, can consider Grattan or his fellows 
Irish Nationalists ; ay were purely and simply 
what the Colonists of Canada and ‘Australia are 
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to-day. They armed to protect Ireland for Eng- 
land, not for Ireland The Irish Nationalists 
weie the men who in 1792 founded the Society of 

United Irishmen, and who fount and fell in 

every province six years late’ They fought 

  

   

  

   

against English law and Englis in influence in Tre- 

land, just as the Wild Geese had, and just as every 

  

generation of Irishmen had from 
first hour either gained a foothold 
borde They were discountenanced by 
Grattan party equally as much as by the ( 
party, and had few opponents bitterer tha 
who had officered the Volunteers, and who two 
years subsequently stood proof against all the 
inducements of the Ministers the Union. 

They stood for class privileges, not for national 
rights. Fiercely as they denounced the idea of 
merging the individuality of the Parliament in 

that of England, they were equally persistent in 
the assertion of their loyalty to the ‘ 
tion.” It is a mistake to call the nationalism of 

any period a policy ; it is a tradition, a belie 
ideal, an end, but in no sense the means, which 
policy is most. certainly nas always existed, 
it shall always exist as long as Ireland rises above 
the waves of the Atlantic; its means are 

determined by the circumstances of each gene 
tion—but it is, beyond everything else, a denial 

abe of any foreign state to rule this 

ept force—and continued asser- 
tion of fis SanulEe belieta in the continuity of this 

country’s individuality 
Those parties ‘iihae clatine tothe title of 

Nationalist rest upon their acceptance of the 

Home Rule idea are exceptionally fond of talking 
of the impracticability of what, as we ioe said 
earlier, they are pleased to : need 
Sutras P hey speak of the Sie saan 

the possibility of its secouipllahinerts altogether 
over eee the fact that right is right, no matter 

what the They forget that, so far 
from being this ‘advanced ”” 

patriotism, in its purest acceptation, takes all the 
advantages that come, and utilises them for the 
serving of others. It is in no sense inimical to the 
growth of any influences that may be of use in the 
future, but it is jealously careful that none of 
these which have come down to us from the past 
are allowed to become obsolete through any false 
shame of their origin, or foolish belief in the 

superiority of manners, methods, or ideas im- 
beyond ‘the water. Tt 

epts the view that, physically and morally, 
our people have remained equal to most other 
nations, but it sees all too plainly that in mental 
equipment, in national self-respect, in indepen- 

lence of opinion, we are wofully behind the age. 
These things have grown upon us principally be- 
cause within this century we have surrendered 

more of our porcine than ever previously 

within our history. We have forgotten: the past, 
and consequently tae been at the mercy of 
every mountebank who chese to screen his real 
purpose behind an assumption of _ nationality. 
Nationalism is not a variable quantity; it is, or 

to-day what it ever was—nothing 

Its work now is the care of 
characteristics we have left, and the pre- 

paration for wire opportunities the future 

may afford us Thus Rooney upon the broad 
national question, clear and unmistakeable, in an 
age when all Ireland was in the grip of the Home 
Rule delusion he fixed his attention upon the 

ae fact in national regeneration, the 
reservation of the principle of an absolutely free 

feesland: and the refusal to compromise that, and 
he worked and strove until that ideal rang in the 

ears of all men. But, in addition to being the 
most uncompromising he was also the most prac- 
tical of men, and while he had no delusions as to 

the manner in which our freedom would ulti- 
mately be won, neither had he any delusions as to 
the amount of work before us before we can afford 

previous 

    

over 

Constitu- 
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to say we have it. Here 2 tracts from his 
articles which sufficiently iedica ailatides the 

means :—‘‘ We must begin in our homes; we must 
ier fiiem national ; we must make them native 
we must create a spirit which, ding itself of 

the oe supplied by penny British periodicals, 
strikes out for itself, and in its every 4 
istic Son s to the foreigner at once that he 
a land entirely distinct and apart from others in 

tastes and ideas. Our songs mus Irish, our 
books must be Irish in subject and sympathy, our 
furniture, as far as it is possible, must be made in 
the country; everything we use, wherever ob- 
tained, must be Irish. "This would be a change, 
radical and revolutionary, without doubt; but 
will anyone den: Let us 
leave to the man who has lost hope, the : man who 

has no confidence in himself, the man who talks of 
“the gallant, but foolish struggles of the past, 

the contemplation of the grandeur and the glory 
of the British Empire.” . And again he 

writes:—‘‘ We are in our present position prin- 
cipally because we have neglected to preserve the 

pect to 

    

     

            

fundamentals of nationhood ; we cannot 

keenly realise the loss of things to which we have 
been indifferent. We must~endeavour to restore 

them, and the effort will at once make us better 

Irishmen and fitter guardians of what we consider 

ours. No nation ever won its freedom by mind 
alone; but we cannot, and never will, bare the 

sword wae we have developed all the character- 

istic at give a nation midividuality. din 

setter article he writes: —‘ question of 

Irish freedom must eaten be settled by the 
same means that gave independence to America, 
Greece, Belgium, and Italy ; but it would be foll ly 
to invite a pitched battle yet. Our forces need to 

be concentrated and organised; they need discip- 
line and education. These in our hands, the hour 

will come, and coming, shall find us prepared to 
grasp the opportunity 

These are roughly “the headir f his national 
faith and of his propaganda, ad 3 in oe numerous 
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“Educate that you y be free’’—Thomas Davis. 

  

WHERE FREEDUM GOES 

Sealy, Bryers and Walker, 
PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS, 

HAVE ALREADY AN 

  

TABLISHED REPUTATION. 
The Name will he found on every IRISH publication of 

k, ISSUED IN IRELAND for the PAST TWENTY 
YEARS, in EITHER IRISH or ENGLISH 

    

CONSULT OUR GENERAL AND SPECIALISED CATALOGUE. 

®* NO IRISHMAN SHOULD be unaware of the 

Special HISTORICAL or of our Caralogue. 

  

Remembe the words of Voltaire :—* All the known 
wobld, excepting only eavage nations as iigeleriedl Uy oon 

and rometabering write 

SEALY, BRYERS & WALKER, MID. ABBEY ST.,DUBLIN. 

  

  

  

general and special articles, and in his organising 
work he applied the central idea of his philosophy, 
the Irishing of every department of national life, 
to every question which cropped up; and in hi 
discussions of education, emigration, industries 
and countless other questions drove home this 
central idea, thus sowing the seed which has so 
fructified since his deat 

    

  

Lucan. 

THE STORY OF THE G.A.A. 
fag 

A Serres oF ArticLes on Our Nationa 
ATHLETIC Mov. 

  

By Cer. 

I. Pretinary anv Personar. 
Ir is now over a quarter of a century since the 
foundation of the G.A.A. During these five and 

twenty years it has passed through many vi 
tudes; has seen brief periods of great expans 
and some of threatened decline ; has had its policy 
varied, and its proceedings directed by many 
minds and upon many principles. It has felt. and 
reflected most phases of the social and pole 
history of Ireland during its time. It s been, 

and is yet, keenly sensible to the fickle iro 
and transitory pursuits of our people. It has in 
fact been a constant and reliable index of suet 

feelings. 

si- 

  

  

  

Its Democratic Character. 
Although in a way ramifying, at one period or 

another, every district of the country, and hold- 
ing the allegiance of thousands of native 
youth, the G.A.A. sometimes seemed to lose 
adequate significance as a national movement ae 
‘oree as a public organisation. So precariou 

times has its hold seemed upon the widely-s 

tered units of the Association that its ete 

became almost a miracle of vitality. To trace its 
vicissitudes in detail would almost provoke de- 
spondency, certainl. ation ; so involved, con- 
fused, and inexplicable were the elements of dis- 

ruption and reaction that have from time to time 
manifested themselves in its Councils. 

t was intended to be— and has essentially re- 

mained—a democratic organisation. Its history 
and its government exhibit in a striking manner 
the effects of such foundation and guidance. The 
very impulses that at one moment threatened its 

destruction rallied, in a tumultuous spirit of 
loyalty, to rescue it from danger at t 
was widely broad-based upon the affections of the 
common ‘people; and, despite differences of 
opinion, the effects of keen E teste and tem- 

porarily it has survived all 
attac like from without and within. 

     our 

    

   

      

Its Age and Experience. 
The G.A.A. is now ie oldest papular organi- 

sation in Ireland. It seen the passing of the 
great Land League movement—with every pha 
of which struggle it w by reason of its own per- 
sonnel), deeply, vitally concerned. has seen 
the decay of the National League, withstood the 

bitter crisis of the ‘‘ ’nineties,’? which tried its 

endurance severely, so widely and deeply did the 
differences of those cruel years affect Irish minds 

and hearts. has witnessed the subsequent up- 
rise of numerous political associations and the 
initiation of many social and national movements, 
with most of which it has of necessity had interest 

Onteide the purely political 
‘ity, and y 0 the success of the 

Gaelic teanis (nearest ip as and alliance), the 
-A. was the most extensive organisation of 

iodeea times in Ireland—regarded either in re- 

spect of its affiliated branches, or the number of 
those who followed its proceedings from week to 

week. It has embraced within its ranks men of 
widely divergent outlooks upon the burning ques- 

tions of the hour has, in a manner wonderful 
aped the shoals, and evaded the 

of popular tumults and conflicts of 
It has had enemies, crises, and difficul- 

alien and natural, to its aims 

    

  

  

  

  

   

    

ties—alike 

It Still Survives. 
It is comparatively old now in a sense, but is 

younger than ever in reality and vigour. It is 

upon the threshold of manhood—chastened by 
troubles, made wise by experience, and invigorated 
by high ideals and hopes. 
the sympathy; it now controls the intellectual 
vigour of Gaeldom 

      

A Personal Word. 
It is not yet possible nor politic to write the 

history of the G.A.A. To me particularly it 
would be a perilous task. I am, and have been 
too much in the arena to have secured a proper 
and just perspective of the whole proceedings. T 

am too deeply moved by its mission, and the 
efiorts being made for its complete accomplish- 
ment. Perhaps, too strongly imbued with pei 
sonal opinions on its future policy and_possibili- 
ties to adopt the ro/e of an impartial historian. 

  

  

  

   
Yet, strange enough, I—if any Gael—might 

bring candour and coolness at least to the task. 
The existence and purpose of the G.A.A. came to 

    

my knowledge in a natural and unsought manner 
Where I had passed the earlier years of youth it 
was unknown. The games it sought to revive and 

foster were long since totally neglected there. 
The joy they gave had gone out of the lives of the 

No glamour of past giant deeds stirred a 
youthful emulation. I knew no pride of racial 

inheritance in games or traditions to arouse a 
desire to compete or revel in fancy with the past 

generations, who, at hurling or jumping, wrest- 
ling, weight-casting or running, had made plea- 
cantly and physically profitable their recreative 
hours. So far off, indeed, were the memories of 
these things that not even under alien laws, or any 
laws, were such admirable sports pursued. Yet it 
was but a little distance beyond what is called the 

Ulster-Leinster frontier, a district filled with 

memories of giants. But the generations, passing 
and coming, that I knew, were as remote from 
them as the grey eons that fled in lengthening 
masses high across the neighbouring loch in a 
winter storm 

had, therefore, well escaped the fire of the 
revival. Iw totally ignorant of the evils 

at of which it had grown, wholly untutored in 
the greatness it sought to recall, the achievements 
it hoped to re-enact. Its games might have pos- 
sessed no single trait to claim my admiration or 
enlist my sympathy. They were—shameful ad- 
mission—all foreign to me—their glory, utility, 
and need. 

With just a little further intrusion of person- 
ality, I will proceed. It may explain many sub- 
sequent views and impulses. 

  

people. 

  
  

2p
 

  

  

Its First Attraction for me. 
Before I ever knew the its authors, 

its authorities, or its composition—I fell in love 
with hurling. Ewer since that game and _ its 
kindred pastimes have influenced my thoughts, 
moods, and desires. They constituted an anchor 
to keep me in Ireland. 

ny advocacy of mine for the G.A.A. is the 
logical outcome of an early captivation by the 
national pastime of my people. My advocacy of 
the G.A.A. is not founded upon ie perfections, 
but ah possessions and possibiliti 

hurling,” as Michael Gauge layed eal 
it in Betta, conquered from the first. an caman 
came to its own at once. This Gael—humble with 
many defects of character and limitations of 
ability—far removing him fn his ideal Gaelic 
men—yielded up to this one of the few surviving 
remnants of Eire’s days of greatness and power, 

his boyish heart, as he has ever since cheerfully 
rendered it his manhood’s devotion. 

  

  

    

   

  

      

Its National Utility. 

My aspect may not appeal to pany a yhaps 
not to one at all. I can not care. It is Boe 
ithout desire either to offend or realisnats on pel 

sonal or narrow grounds. I espoused the cause of 
Gaelie games upon well and oft-reasoned_prin- 
ciples of national utility. My attachment 
was a thing es impulse; my present concern is a 
matter of dw 

Had the fail Purpere aims, and history of the 
G.A.A. and a personal acquaintance with many 
of the leading actors in its origin not come to me 

later, the result would even yet have been the 
same. The game-ideal it fe d struck some 
chord, long pulseless, in ph be 
has never since ceased to abet and thrill me. 

Under its insistent but inspiring claims, I have 
endeavoured to bring to the furtherance of the 
objects of the G.A sR all the zeal and ability I 

pos: How earnestly I wish many others 
more fortunately cireumstanced and more bounti- 

  

   

  

   

  

    

    

  

fully endowed in energy, influence, and 
power, would yield them similar service. With 
this aspiration I end my preliminary remarks and 
personal apologia. 

A National Necessity. 

The preservation of racial and distinctive 
characteristics is a national duty. This is almost 
a truism now ; but unfortunately it has become so 
mine as to lose its force, if not its appositeness, 

Much of what is urged in 

      

fute objections to them. We have, furthermore, 
gone too far beyond the stage when it is necessary 
to discuss the Disks place that education gives, or 

will soon to the physical side of humanity. 
It has been long a iegieed department, but the 
sagest counsels now unite to urge the speedy con- 
servation of the physical assets of all nations. 

No more than in literature, temperament, or 

race, character is common identity of 
expression or outlet in physique or physical quali- 
ties. The corporeal development of the various 
races, the environments or changing— 
that stamped peculiarities a various groups of 
humanity, form an exhaustless and alluring study 
—well worthy of the genius and life-devotion of a 
Humboldt. 

Yet men who cannot dispute the differentiation 
that marks the meanest mosses tinting yonder 
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fallen tree trunk, will by inference maintain that 

—meaner still—the physical character and com- 
position of all men are alike 
the assertion of such a scientific and natu 

atrocity, will invite us to outrage the indisputable 
law they endeavour to ignore.   
The Merits of its Games. 

I speak now of native games, and of that group 
of athletic events which the G.A.A. was e 

lished not to create, but to foster, by local organi 
sation, and I assert that, irrespective of 

the G.A.A., or of any or 
of the issues its existence has raised, these pas- 
times have claims and merits which no healthy, 
thinking Irishman can ignore. Every branch of 
athletics in ee) hmen excel (they excel in 
most and xcel in the rest when so minded) 
as ada aotatle seid de beak onecevee eed popu- 

mong us. They had long become part and 
parcel of the social and recreative life-his story of 
our people. Where they have been deepest-rooted, 
and flourished most, will invariably be found - to 
be coterminous with those territories in 
the native stock remained ; 
ideals prevailed ; and native vit 

  

    

    

    

    

       

    

pared, Where they have decayed, you will find 
all other race-marks equally obliterated or indis- 
tinct. This is neither imagination 
dence. It is a fact of historical 
practically sit application. 
anything at all, , that rural transformation is 
no mere gaelitn ne "physical adaptability. It is 
rather a process of denudation by forces hostile 
and external. A crisis of existence first, and then 
a gradual subsidence under alien but all-powerful 
influences. 

    

The Effects at Suppression. 
The whole story of the racial struggle of every 

people is a chronicle of strife for distinctive pos- 
-first material, next spiritual—sought to 

be filched from them piecemeal by superior forces. 
The Statute Book of the ahah Parliament in 

Treland—the foundation, after the practical occu- 

  

    

sation of the country, upon which English 
HHiey now rests, forms a varied, vivid, and 

ae text-book on the art of racial over- 

  

thr 
‘This lana Hike tame, ifs language, were first at- 

tacked. Then, when the rancour of conflicting 
creeds infused greater bitterness into the struggle, 

stem and popular customs. came under 
With changing fortunes, this almost in- 

process of race corrosion 

  

the ban. 
visible and _ stealthy 
proceeds up to the Present hour. 

Con e disappearance of one native 
trait, HOUETEE Caan or relatively unimportant, 

a breach in the rampart of our defence against, 
licuation, “TRG om of Gursnative games would, 
I submit, have been, in the light of such lessons, 
akin to the capitulation of our national Port 
Arthur, 

   

      

the 

tha 
“Celt” will trace 

and the ca 
his next article 

foundation of the 
gave rise to it. 
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AN APPEAL TO COUNTRY 
FRIEN: 

We received numerous complaints from nearly 
every part of ne country of the difficulty of ob- 

taining the first issue of Zrish Freedom, and we 
have decided ie make a strong appeal to our 
friends everywhere to help us in this matter. It 
will be readily understood that for the distribu- 
tion of a small penny monthly paper dependence 
must be placed altogether upon the wholesale 
newsagents; and that these firms cannot be e: 
pected to send out copies without orders. In the 
case of almost every complaint which we investi- 
gated we found that the Irish wholesale agents, 
Mes: Eason and Sons, of Dublin, or Belfast, 
had received no orders, or insufficient order 
from the district complained of. May we ask our 
friends throughout the country t y 
calling specially on the newsagents Sie whom 
they are in the habit of dealing, to ascertain 

whether they have Zrish Freedom on sale; or if 
not, to press them to place an order with Messr 
Eason and received some 
copies, and the ante js insufficient, to en- 
deavour to induce them to order a further supply 
Should any Sica ee be raised a postcard from 

    

  

        

  

  

    

  

     any of our on the subject will receive 
immediate attention. Should a newsagent in any 
district refuse to sell the paper, we shall be happy 

  

si 

  

to send a par a to any friend for 7d. 
   

  

per month, ge paid; or twelve copies for 
Si qeeann 

WEXFORD AND ’98. 
Tue hundreds of Dublin men who heard Mr. W. 
J. Ryan’s splendid lecture on ‘Wexford and 

  

98’ at the inaugural meeting in the Rotunda, 
last month, of the Dublin Central Wolfe Tone 

Club, will, we are certain, be pleased to hear that 
ve are arranging to place it before a larger 

audience. The unanswerable case made by Mr. 
Ryan, that the Wexford rising was linked up with 
the United Irish movement th 
try, and his remarkable refutatic 

    

of the all a 
common contention He the insurrection in We: 

ford was created, or fostered, by sectar siete 
were such as to a their preservation a national 

    

duty. It was unfortunate in one sense that M 
Ryan’s nder it un- 
necessary fo read from manuscript, or 
even s speak from notes; but he has good-naturedly 
met an appeal from us by agreeing to turn his 
interesting and historically valuable address into 

short veries uf articles savdithe feito? tess #1 
sgoeee in the January issue of /rish Freedom 
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IRISH OUTFITTING 
HEADQUARTERS, 

JOHN DALY’S 
BAKERY, 

26 VUVilliam Street, 

LIMERICK. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Family Grocer and 
Wine Merchant, . . 

4 Lower Dorset Street, Dublin, 
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BEST QUALITY GOODS 
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Central Decorating and 

“An Claideam Soluis” 
Published by the ( 
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of its views. 
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ALL IRISH WOMEN should read 
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(THE WOMAN OF IRELAND). 
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All Newsagents, price One Peni 
6d. 

ae ney by 
, Dublin. 

Yearly Sub 
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Cleeve’s Creamery Butter, i 

Matterson’s Limerick Bacon, 

Irish Milled Flour, 

And all lines in PROVISIONS, 
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PATRICK MOONEY, 
Provision Merchant, 

51 PATRICK STREET. 

Che Gaclic American, 
165-167 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, U.S.A. 

A Weekly 
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Newspaper which 

  

American Opinion. 

An Advocate of Irish Nationalism as taught by 
Wolfe ‘Tone. 

Subseription—One Year, 8/4; Six Months, 4/2. 
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CELTIC & FORESTERS COSTUMES A SPECIALITY. ‘Tel, 141x. 
  

ar CONFESSION OF FAITH OF 
N IRISH NATIONALIST. 

I; 
To vho belong to the ee races it 
might be a difficult thing to explain nationality in 
its essence and real meaning. Fortunately, we 

have not to make them comprehend it, but can 
speak to those who have been born and bred in its 
atmosphere, and who, though they may not under- 

stand it and all that it means, at ‘east’ do not deny 

n a nation is weak, when 
it is oppressed, when the spoiler tramples its fields 

and enslaves its children, when rsity follows 
adversity, that nation, though it has lost wealth 

and material prosperity, usually finds its own soul. 
And this is 1 to a country 

  

    

    

what nationality means 
like Treland—it means that instead of engaging in 
a mad and headlong rush for wealth, we have 
discovered that money and power and iron ships 
are not the only things worth having, that the 

nation, like the individual, has a soul, and that 
national action in its best and highest is the ex- 
pression of the national soul. 

The faith of an Irish Nationalist, then, is dif- 

ferent from the Imperial creeds—different in this, 
that it sees that the destinies of men and of 

    

    

  nations are things of to-morrow as well as things 
of to-day, and that it does not profit a nation any 

more than it profits a man, to gain the whole 

world and lose his own soul. 
Thus nationality goes to the very roots of our 

being, it raises the deepest and most important 
questions that humani 
not concerned with to-day 
the lasting truth of things, it is 
to be talked about, but a thing to be lived—lived 

with a depth and a sincerity and a religious fer- 
vour that is unfortunately but too uncommon in 
the twentieth century. 

Trish nationality then is the expression of the 
deepest and the inmost being of the Irish nation, 

and the confession of faith of an Irish nationalist 
must concern itself not only with the ephemera of 
polities, but with the lasting and fundamental 
truths and principles that underlie them. 

The first article in our confession is that Ireland 
is one nation—she is indi 
of any other nation, and no 
of her. 

    

      

    

  
   

  

   ible, she is not a part 
other nation is a part 

It may be objected that Ireland is even 

United -she is 
ey be united 

; any other union is a political 
1 and maintained by force. 

Sngland, not by bonds of 

the ‘ Kingdom’     

  

Ireland   is united to F 
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COLLEEN CLOAKS, HANDKERCHIEFS. Etc. 

  
See our Stand at AONAC or visit our Store where IRISH GOODS ONLY are sold. 
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brotherhood and a common interest, but by oe 
y and the tentacles o' 

English capital—in everything else the two oa 
are as wide as the poles apart. The only thing 
that can be said of the United Kingdom is that it 

is not united at all. 

  

‘the tirse duty of an Irishman is to respect 
to endeavour to maintain the integrity of “4 
Trish nation, and this can be done even though 
England is in forcible possession of our country. 
To allow any real union to take place between 
England and ourselves would be to throw our 

nationality overboard. Every difference that 
exists between us is a_bulw M defence            
against their encroaching Anglicisation—every 

difference that: exists between us is a thing to be 
accentuated, and not a thing to be got over. If 
the union between England and Ireland is the 
union of the shark with its prey any truce that 
there may be must be on the part of the shark 

there can be none on the part of the prey ; it must 
fight or go under—and we in Ireland have no 
intention of going under just yet. Our attitude 
towards England is reconcilable, and it must 

remain so. No reforms, no improvement of her 
government of this country will or can alter that 
attitude. It is not bad government we are out to 

reform— it is foreign government we are out to 
abolish. And in this connection our quarrel with 
the Trish Parliseoet Party is that they—who 

are our own people, and who ought to know better 
themselves violate the integrity of the h 

Th 

    

  

        

nation. This is a vital point. ‘The attendance of 
Irish representatives in a foreign Parliament, the 
transaction of Irish business ‘in London, is not 
national policy but is contrary to national policy, 

for it is a violation of the national integrity. Let 
them change ‘in this particular and we can all 
stand together to face the foreign domination as 
all Trishmen should. xpediency on this question 

must have no place in our councils—principles, and 
principles alone must rule our actions. We are 

ans, concerned to gain a party triumph 
a political trick, but Nationalists concerned to 

preserve the integrity of a nation 

    

    

      

This is a principle—fixed and unalterable : 
all Irishmen must respect the integrity 

nation we respect 
ake England respect it, too. 

there a: national principl 
do not recognise aught but expe 
political may not understand 
Trish and the 

            

   

  

    
acti 

nationalists understand it, 
ple will have to understand it before they will 

ions, 
Trish 

  

win the national fight The integrity of the 
netion must be the corner stone of their building 

—in the future it will be their watchword when 

they march triumphant to Political Freedom. 

Fereus MacLepa. 

(To be continued.) 

      “The Irish Nation have not that liberty which 

would give them an efficient’ weight in their 
govern : this want of liberty a from want       

nd they 
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of mercy 2 
—Thomas ? us 

of union amongst the peop 

by every 
justice 
union. 

are bound 
reason, of 

nd oe religion to pursue that 

    

    

HOW YOU CAN HELP US. 
Tue work ee by the publication of Irish Freedom 
is voluntarily ied out by members of the Wolfe 
qone Club: A our friends can lend a helps hand 

many ways :— 
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e about their nativ ‘hen, bist 1 
needs, 
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land,     
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bit the contents bill. 

) By p an oceasiona th are copy t asional spare copy to a 
frie atid in the country or abroa : 

   

   
sing from our so ors; and by 
ig at it is done because they 

in Irish Freedom. 
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THE SUBSCRIPTION TO “IRISH FREEDOM ” 

IS ONLY 

1s. 6d. PER ANNUM. POST FREE. 

BOOK sea 3 FOR COLLECTING 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
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    For Twelve Subscriber 
The Writings of James 

For Fifteen Subscribers :-— 

  

   
   

Ulster Land War of 17 

    
    

Other books will be added to the lists f month to 
month. All communie: ions to be addressed to the 
Manager, Irish Freedom, 7 Synnot Place, Dublin. 
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