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NOTES

Last week I dealt with Mr, Birrell's
reply to Mr. Ginnell. I had already ex-
posed the wuse which Dublin  Castle
wmade of Dr. Starkie. Mr, Birrell kindly
elinched the nail by repeating the Na-
than-Norway-Sturkie with a
glight change of words, The Castle plot
against the Irish Volunteers was fully
formed last Mareh, if not earlier, Tt wus
thig, to work up n special case agaiust us
on the good old lines of Parnellism und
Crime, for the Government of Treland is o
continuity, and Birrell has to continue

formula

Bulfour, The same old machinery is still
aviilable, Huving decided on the sort of
case that was wanted, instructions were
duly eireulated to procure the evidenoe at
Mr. Birrell on December 9th
was able to announce that ** the evidence

all costs.
is now voluminous,”' It is supplied by
such ngencies as the policeman who took
his notes in the dark, “* not at the window
but under the window,"
policemen whose machine gun swearing

and the four

failed to convince o beneh of magistrates
It is o wretched thing to
think that Irishmen can he got to swear
wway the liberty of Trishmen, but their
instructions come from the honest and

at Foynes.

honourable men who have to do the neces-

sary work of English government in Tre.
land. It is o glorious system,
. . .

The object of the plot in which Mr,
Birrell is engaged iz to enable the Go-
vernment to draw a line ho*ween Unionist
Volunteers, supported by English money
and by Mr. Birrell's Ministerial col-
leagrues, and Trish Volunteers, opposed by
Mr. Birrell and his colleagues from the
first doy of their formation, The object
of the Unionist Valunteers, for which we
have the word of their commander-in-
chief, is to send to the Devil the Home
Rule Act, to whose enactment Mr, Birrell
is pledged, and My, Bivrell has announced
in the same Parlinment thet the loyalty
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of these allies of his honour ‘‘has not
been questioned.” He has now been en-
gaged for the best part of a year in col-
lecting ‘‘ evidence” which may enable
him, when he finds it opportune, to de-
clare the Irish Volunteers an illegal asso-
ciation, and to have their blood if they
refuse to disband and yield up their arms.
- . .

All Volunteer associations in Ireland
are illegal. The Ulster Volunteers are
illegal, and can boast Sir Edward Car-
son’s motto—** There are illegalities that
are not crimes,” to which may be added
the counterpart, ‘‘There are legalities
that are crimes.”” The National Volun-
teers under Mr. Redmond are illegal. We
may even read of a Lord Lieutenant hold-
ing a review in Trinity College Park of
another Volunteer Association, without
troubling to have the law amended.
Therefore if the Government strikes at
the Irish Volunteers, or if Dr. Starkie or
any other Castle instrument strikes at
individual Irish Volunteers, it is not be-
cause the Trish Volunteers are an illegal
body, but because they are politically
obnoxious to a combination of Unionist
and foresworn Liberal statesmen. The
value of Mr. Birrell’s ¢ voluminous ’’ evi-
dence is proved by the fact that it is most
of a year, or more, since he made up his
mind to have the evidence he wanted.

- - -

Mr. Birrell’s statement of December
2nd was rapidly followed by the long
article, dated December 4th, which T re-
print from the ““Times.”” That article is
not avowedly written from the Govern-
ment standpoint, and a few phrases are
introduced to give it the appearance of
being written by an outsider. Tt is writ-
ten, nevertheless, on behalf of the Go-
vernment, partly to explain what it calls
““the Government’s attitude of wvigilant
inactivity,” and partly to prepare and
provide pretexts for a change of attitude
and for ‘‘ developments which would be
highly undesirable at the present time.”
The writer of the ‘ Times’' article con-
trives to suggest that the Government has
all the good will in the world for the
destruction of the Irish Volunteers,
and only wishes that the time and cir-
cumstances were more favourable. The
destruction of the Irish Volunteers would
mean placing Ireland once more at the
complete mercy of the combination which
enabled the Libera] Government two
years ago to break its pledges to the Trish
Party and the Irish electorate. It would

lead, indeed, to far graver consequences
for Ireland. Every million of added
taxation imposed on Ireland means a fur-
ther huge reduction of our population,
and a further impoverishment of the rem-
nant. The Irish Volunteers are Ireland’s
best political safeguard. They are also
Ireland’s best security against a new era
of constitutional pillage which would in-

volve in economic ruin not only Trish I.\"a-
tionalists, but nine-tenths of the purbl.lnd
people who call themselves Irish Union-
ists.

The writer of the *“Times'" article is
well informed from the Government
standpoint, and when he says what is not
true he does not say it accidentally. He
would like to prepare the way for the sup-
pression of the Irish Volunteers in view
of ““the recognised necessity of enforcing
National Service in Ireland.”” National
Service "’ is the *“ Times’’ word for com-
pulsory service in the British Army.

The British Prime Minister opened
the recruiting campaign in Ireland
by announcing in the Dublin Man-
sion House that what he asked for
was ‘“the gift of a free people.”
That was a year anda quarter ago.
Where is the free people? The
other day the head of the British Military
Command in Ireland issued an edict under
the Defence of the Realm Act forbidding
everyhody in Ireland to sell or otherwise
dispose of any firearm or any ammunition
for firearms, without the express permis-
sion of the said military commander.
This is nothing short of an edict of sla-
very, purporting to reduce Irish citizens
to the condition of slaves who are not
allowed to acquire any kind of arms, even
such as would be effective for the defence

of their houses and lives.
- - .

The Government announces its pro-
gramme through the “Daily Indepen-
dent’ in the following words: ‘The
order is mainly intended to prevent arms
and ammunition getting into the hands of
Sinn Feiners or Irish Volunteers. It is
understood that the military and police
authorities are in possession of informa-
tion of what may be regarded as grave
events occurring behind the scenes.”
This may be quite true, behind the scenes
in Dublin Castle. So far as I know, the
““Independent” has not gone elsewhere

for its information.
. - .

The finishing touch to this particular
scene in the drama is supplied by a mem-
ber of Parliament who has put down a
question asking the Government how
they intend to follow ‘up their announce-
ments against the Irish Volunteers. The
questioner is one of those who are
pledged to resist the Home Rule Act by
armed violence ! :

Forx Mac NenuL :
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Cumann na mBay|

At the meeting of the Executive
Tuesday, the Tth inst., a resoly
sympathy with the relatives of the
Mrs, Fred Colum (B. Cassidy)
posed by the President, Mrs,
Power, and seconded by Mrs, Tuohy, g
the vote was passed in silence, i

It has been decided that Cumang y
mBan will hold a flag-day as soon ga 4
arrangements can be made, (g
branches who wish to know particuls
will get the necessary information fi
the Sec., 2 Dawson Street, as sog
arrangements have been concluded,

We are glad to announce that a bragg
has been started at Athlone with a cog
siderable membership.  This week 3
can publish the November Report of {i
Cork Branch. D

On Sunday, Tth, the first Field,
was held, which passed off very s
fully. The casualties were not
Only a few men got scratches in the
The open air practice was of great
vice, and they hope to repeat the
ence early in December. On No
8th Mr, P. McDonnell gave a very inta
esting lecture on Patriotism. 1

On November 21st two members of|
Committee were deputed to form a |
branch in Ballinadee. The meeting
at Miss Walsh's house was very
ful. Girls came from all di
many of them distances of three and fo
miles. The objects and work of Cum
na mBan were explained, and a bras
was then formed. Miss Coleman visi
them subsequently to give the new
formed branch a preliminary lecturé®
Pirst Aid, and she hopes to continue
work after Xmas. d

On Sunday, 28th, Cork celebrated
anniversary of the Manchester )
Cumann na mBan organised the
Flag Day Collection in conjunction
the meeting, and the result ex ceded
most sanguine expectations of the Vol
teers. A ceilidh was organised by e
Cumann na mBan at An Grainan af
the big concert in the City Hall, and
a very happy day was brought to a:

Several new members have g
their names, and squads and sec
being organised.

]
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Strategic Points of the
Irish Counties.

VI. ANTRIM—ANTRIM.

The military importance of the town of
Auntrim was sbundantly proved by its
having been made the scene of the fierce
battle of the 8th of June, 1798. It arises
from the fact that the town is so situnled
as to command all the main routes be-
tween Belfast und the western porlion of
the provinee of Ulster. For at Anlrim
all these routes converge on the nurrow
shelf of level ground between the moun-
tains and the broad expanse of Lough
Neagh, The main Belfast-Derry roilway
line comes from Carrickfergus Junction
down the vulley of the Six Mile Water
to Antrim and then turns north by Bally-
menn to Coleraine; auvother line comes
due nmorth from lisburn skirting the
shore of the luke; and o line runs due
west by Randalstown and Toome Bridge,
linking up with the castern parts of
Derry and Tyrone. All these lines are
paralleled by good roads which also con-
verge ot Antrim. In point of resources
Antrim is not very remarkable, being
only a small town; it possesses, however,
certain agricultural produce in fair quan-
tity, and Longh Neagh is, of course,
celebrated for its large supply of fish.

VII. ARMAGH—PORTADOWN.

Every route into the western two-thirds
of Ulster which is not controlled by
Antrim is controlled by Portadown,
which is a very important railway jume-
tion. Through it runs the main Dublin-
Derry line by Dungannon and Omagh, as
well os a subfidiory line by Armagh and
Clones to Enniskillen and Cavan. But
of eourse the most important line by far
passing through Portadown is the main
Great Northern line from Dublin to Bel-
fast. Portadown being such a consider-
able junction, has naturally large railway
supplics, As in the case of Antrim, all
the railways are paralleled by roads; and
in addition Portadown is midway by
water (River Benn and Coanal) between
Lough Neagh and the sea near Newry.
The town further posseses considerable
industries, as does Lurgan, another large
town only five miles away on the direct
ronte to Belfast,

VIII. CARLOW-—BAGNALSTOWN,

Bagnalstown is not a place of any great
absolute importance, but any other point
of County Carlow is of still less. A line of
railway runs through it from Kildare—
Carlow to Kilkenny, and there is a branch
line by Borris to the junation of Palace,
in County Wexford. None of these lines,
however, are important communications.
Bimilarly the roads — corresponding
roughly to the railways, with an addi-
tional road running east to Newlown-
barry—are only secondary, Some addi-

tionul importance arises from the exist-
ence of the railway and road bridges in
the mneighbourhood over the Barrow,
which even here is o river of some size.

IX. CAVAN—CAVAN,

Like Bagnalstown, Cavan can only be
cousidered a secondary point; but it is
wagily the most central point in the
county of the same name. It has ulso
some importance by reason of its situa-
tion midway between Enniskillen and
Mullingar on one of the very few il
wuys in Ireland that vun in a north and
south direction. 1t is well linked up
with ull the surronnding disteicts by road,
and the country sround furnishes cortain
kinds of agricultural produce to 4 fair
extent, The nature of the country
around Cavan is, however, of considerable
tactical interest. It is o muze of small
lills, small valleys, and small lakes, and
in purts is remarkably well wooded; in
short, it offers rare opportunities for the
activities' of small bodies of irregular or
poorly-trained troops. It is a country in
which sound local knowledge would be of
the very first importance.

X. CLARE—ENNIS.

Hardly any counly in Ireland is so
completely dominated by a central point
within it as Clare is by Eonis. This
town is situated almost in the centre of
the county at the head of the Fergus
estuary. Thus it lies on that line where
the width of the county in @ north and
south direction is least, and ot that point
all the rouds running east and west con-
verge. Muoreover, the pattern of lakes to
the north in the direction of Corofin fur-
ther narrows the extent of ground along
which it is possible 1o pass. The Fergus
estuary is navigable for small ships as far
as Clare Castle, o couple of miles below
Ennis. Ennis lies on the important
branch of the Great Southern line which
connects Limerick with Galway, Sligo,
and all the West of Ireland; and the
West Clare Railway is o narrow-gange
line connecting the town with the sea-
board parts of the county.

XI. CORE—MALLOW.

Strategically Mallow is one of the most
important points in Ireland. This has
always been the case, but since the con-
struction of the railways its importance
has been doubled. Mallow is like a com-
mon inner door into Ireland if we rogard
the southern harbours as so many outer
doors. The main road from Cork to the
interior of Treland passes through Mallow
between the Boggeragh ond Nagles
Mountains; the main Great Southern line
follows the same route. Both these com-
munications cross the Blackwater at Mal-
low. In addition to this Mallow flanks
the secondary road line by Fermoy,
Mitohelstown, and Calier. The town
is also the starting-point for the railway
line to Killarpey, which is'the only rail-

way into Connty Kerry; and there is also
the important line by Fermoy, Lismore,
Dungurvan to Waterford. Mallow has
plutforms, engine-houses,  turotables,
housing for rolling-stock, ele., ete., pro-
portionute to ull the needs of a railway
junction of its importance.

[RELAND, IRELAND OVER ALL

A SONG OF THE IRISH VOLUN-
TEERS, 1915.
) &

Ivelund, Ireland, dear old Treland,
Lrelund, Treload, over all!
Leinster, Ulster, Connaught, Munster,
All together stand or fall.
Irelund eloims our sole alleginnee,
We know nope but Ireland's eall;
Though we love our hrother nations,
Lrelond's love is over all,

11,
Fiom the cousts of northern Antrim
South to Kerry's rock-bound shore,—
Let our deeds, our lives proclaim it—
Ireland’s ours for ever more.
Ages long she’s lain in bondage;
Free her now from alien thrall,
Bring her hack her ancient glories,
Ireland, Ireland, over alll

111,
Know uo other flag but Treland’s,
Shed your blood for her alone;
God has marked her ocean frontiers,
God has named this land your own.
Stand united, Sons of Ireland !
Gainst her foes an iron wall.
God save Ireland, Holy Ireland,
Ireland, Ireland, over alll

bratam riagalta.
_0—-

MR. SHEEHY-S8KEFFINCTON.

Mr. Sheely-Skeffington has completed
his lecture tour in the Eastern States, and
is sailing on the 1lth December from
New York on the St, Touis, to arrive in
Liverpool on December 18th. Sir Mat-
thew Nathan is of opinion that his con-
duet in America and his propaganda there
bas ‘“aggravated his original offence,”
and threatens to euforce the Cat ond
Mouse Act against him on his return: by
this At he is liable, his ** licence "’ hav=
ing expired, to re-arrest and imprison-
ment without trinl. A British Secret
Service sgent in New York came to him
with a proposal that if he dropped his
“anti-British ond anti-War"  propa-
ganda for the rest of his stay in the
U.8.A. there would be *“no trouble " on
his return; if not, that he would not be
pormitted to land in the United Kingdom.
The “deal,”” nesdless to say, did not
come off. At a recent lecture in Worces«
ter 0 copy of Mr. Skeffington’s speech
from the Dock fetched twelve dollars for
the funds of the Irish Voluateers,
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On Organisinﬂ{;

it

/'

;

Every Corps of the Irish Volunteerss
should seriously take up the organising
of the country between it and the neares ‘
Corps.
ising work to Headquarters. Headquar-
ters has its hands very full, and it cans v
organise the whole country without he
co-operation of the corps that are alre
#n active existence.

Every Sunday the Cork City Battalion
has men out drilling small corps in half
a dozen outlying places. We know fitf"
other corps in Ireland that could do the
same thing, and do it well. There
hardly a corps in Ireland that could not
do something towards further organising
the country round. p

Very rapid and satisfactory as is the
progress of the Irish Volumteers at the
present time, it could be made much more
so if the officer in command of €
corps will make it part of his business {0
get in touch with every village . whete

It will not do to leave all organs

even a section can be started. He could
send a couple of his cyclists out once
week to organise and train them. -8
will find that so far from interfering With
the training of his own corps, his o¥d
corps will grow more rapidly and 90
more work from the fact that the countrf
all round is roused to action.

In the Volunteer movement Headqust
ters must provide the technical i
but the country must provide the
jasm and hard work necessary to MBS
form the undisciplined mass into o m
tional Army of Defence. g

We look, therefore, to every cOl_‘"P‘!f.’
officer in Ireland to take up the OrEaf
ing of the districts round him, t°"m;‘&~',
his corps a centre round which mﬂl‘h?;
network of Volunteer Companies. ﬁ"
can be done, and ought to be doneé Wit
out delay. We must have a corps °‘_ e
Volunteers in every parish in 1FEH
and we will get them if our existing ¢
would each do its part in spreading £
movement. :

‘
¥
£
:
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Hedge-Fighting for
Small Units

Tt will sometimes be possible for a soli-
tary cyclist sniper well posted on a road
to enfilade transverse hedges from the
roud. This would belp to frustrate turn-
ing movements by smoll parties in the
immediste neighbourhood of the round.
A good cyelist should be able to spring
.ont ik muchine iustantly and sprint off at
top speed from such a position when once
it becume nntennhle.

Cyclists in case of necessity are ot
absolutely confined to roads: they can
whoel their machines along paths ond
thus escape across country if cut off. In
those cirrumstances—bar accident—they
stand a good chance of getting away nn-
molested. Tf the evelists are laying an
ambush their safest way of retreat may
be poross country for some distance and
{hen by cycle on o different ropd. In
Ahat case the best plage for their machines
do begin with would he the second road.

LEFT-HANDED SHOTS NEEDED.

In the case of deloying actions on roads
ithe men will commonly have to fire round
worners, gate pillars, etc.  Clearly in
such a case it will he necessary to have
men able to shoot from the left shoulder
__otherwise the men will he able to get
side of the road only,

Cover on one

whereas it may happen thut the hest cover

and positions are ou the other side. With
this end'in view it should be the aim to
put all the left-shoulder men of a com-
pany into one sectivn or squad so us to
have them to hand when wanted. If
wone of the men fire poturally from the
loft shoulder a squud should be trained
to do so.

ROADS LEADINC INTO A PuBITIuN.

There is oue other motter of wreat
importance in conpection with Rouds,
whieh forms o specinl cose, This is the
cune of ronds leading from the direction
of the enemy into a fortified position. If
these were suitable and the enemy were
prepared to face the losses entailed, it
might be possible to drive forward strong
columns along them into the heart of the
position. This would need to he specially
gunrded against.

For this purpose the position should be
so traced that the stretches of such rouds
leading to it would be long and straight,
<o that the advancing colnmns would be
under fire for a long time. Picked shots
in well-protected positions would be told
off to command the appronches. Barriers
of thorn bushes and barbed wire shonld
be placed in front to bold up the attack-
ing Lroops:.  No other barricades should
be wsed, os they would simply mask the
fire of the defenders

Another useful defence is thus de-
seribed in a recent account of Turkish
defences in Mesopotamia.  These are
“ trous de loup™ or pits with spikes al

the bottom. * These looked just like
a honey-comb, only the tops of the holes
were cirenlar.  They were four to five
feet across, from seven to eight feet deep,
with sharpened stakes in the bottom, and
were shaped like an inverted cone. At
the lop the edges were about nine inches
apart. Over one lot 1 saw there wis a
barbed wire eotunglement.””  These
would hold up o column nnder fire, and
in oll probability couse the assoult fo
fail.

CHAFTER 1T1L.—DEFENDING
POSTTIONS.
MATERIALS.

When treuting of defensive positions it
will be suitable to preface the subject by
detailing certain materials that nlthough
rough and ready, we nevertheless capable
of being spoedily put to good use for
making or improving vover. When time
gerves quantities of the following should
be nccumulated,  Plenty of opportunities
for collecting them will arise, and should
never be negleoted :(—

Wire—Larbed if possible, for making
entanglements and  stiffening hodges.
Even short lengths ure useful. A supply
of staples for fustening it should be pro-
vided.

Timber — For riveiting
flooring. Nalls of all kinds.

Stones—All large stones of o couple of
stone weight should be used, = Brushe
woed for filling gaps in hedges, corduroy-
ing roads, ¢tc.  Bushes—Strong thorn

bauks and
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Movement.

CET IT AT ONCE!!
Price 6d; post free, &d.

M. H. GILL & SON, Ltd.,
DUBLIN.
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bushes for barriers and abattis. Sods—
For rivetments and for facing rough
walls to prevent splinters flying. Sacks
are very important, being better than
sandbags. They can be filled with earth,
gravel, road metal, and are splendid ma-
terial. They should be about half filled
only. It is not necessary to choke or tie
a sack if the mouth is carefully folded
under it when being placed in position.

IMPORTANCE OF THE DEFENSIVE.

The present European War has emphas-
ised to an enormous degree the advan-
tages of the prepared defensive as a tac-
tical system. Whether we are strategi-
cally attacking or not makes no differ-
ence. In that case judicious use of
localities held on the defensive is the best
means of strengthening to the fullest the
force available for the counter-attack.
Now, there is no country in the world
in which a defensive position can be more
easily prepared than in Ireland. In most
other countries elaborate measures must
be taken ; the trenches must be traced and
dug; supporting points must be properly
provided ; localities must be prepared for
defence, and, in general, considerable
trouble is entailed and much technical
skill involved. In great part of Ireland,
however, good defensive positions will be
found ready-made, and much time and
labour will be saved.

THE FIELD OF FIRE REQUIRED.

In one vital point the present war has
modified former theoriesof defence in fav-
our of the ordinary Irish terrain: field of
fire is no longer the first requirement
sought for. It is better to have a field of
fire of 100 yards and to be invisible than
to have one of 600 yards and to be an
easy target for artillery. Cover from
view has become more important than
field of fire. Fire direction and control
thus become simple matters, and all the
officers and N.C.0.’s. have to do is to
steady their men and make them keep
their rifles flat.

Now, in Ireland the wide fields of fre
formerly sought after would have been
practically impossible to find. The coun-
try is so broken and cut up by fences,
hedges, and walls that no extended field
of fire would be obtainable. The proper
use of firearms in Ireland consists of
steady, careful aimed fire at short ranges.
In short, a force well hidden behind a
hedge with a level field of ordinary size
in front is formidably posted. These
conditions would constantly present
themselves in Ireland without any special
preparation at all.

LEVEL CROUND THE BEST.

A perfectly level terrain is the one best
calculated to get the fullest results from
the peculiar defensive capabilities of en-
closed country. In level country the
hedges obstruct view completely beyond

the first hedge in each direction. On the
other hand, a man posted on a hill can
see into the fields in the plain, or a man
in a plain can see the surface of the fields
on a hillsidle—like butts to a target. A
bank posxtmn behind the crest of a hill is
the best in such a country. This compels
the enemy to expose his infantry to your
musketry and gives his artillery very
little opportumty for observation. In
the present campaign in France such posi-
tions have been held successfully on
countless occasions by both sides.

PREPARING HEDGES.

When posting a firing line behind a
hedge the appearance of the hedge on
the enemy’s side should not be changed
at all. The hedge should be trimmed
from behind at the bottom to enable the
men to crawl right in under the bushes.
They will then be able to fire from the
front edge and will have a good view,
while they will be quite hidden.

PRACTISINGC MAP-READINGC.

There are large numbers of Volunteer
officers and N.C.0.’s. who are unable to
read a map, strange as this may seem.
The following hints will -be found very
useful by them. The best map of Ire-
land is the l-inch Ordnance Map, which
gives practically all natural features and
land-marks :—

1. Having procured the best map of the
district you can get hold of, go up on
some fairly commanding height from
which you can survey a good area of the
country around.

2. Take out your watch and lay it flat
on the palm of the hand, with the hour
hand of the watch pointing to the sun.
Halfway from the 12 o’clock figure to the
hour hand is the true south—counting
forward from twelve in the afternoon and
back in the morning. Knowing the
south, you can easily find the other car-
dinal points.

3. The top of the map is the North, the
bottom is the South, the left-hand side
the West, and the right-hand side the
East. Spread the map flat so that its top
corresponds to the North as you have
ascertained it by the watch. This is
called orienting the map.

4. Once you know how the map corres-
ponds to the ground you can easily
identify the places on it. At first you
may find it takes time, but constant short
spells of practice will speedily make you
proﬁcient Half:an-hour spent each day
in this way for a week will repay you
well.

AN CUMANN COSANTA

Insures Irish Velunteers
against Viotimisation by
their Employers.

Write for iculars to Gl.n
BV K.m- 2 Dawwusmm&rm

Dublin,

Saturday, December 18th, 1915,

Nathanal Education,

The subjoined is the conclusion of
correspondence under above heading . —

19 Herbert Park,
Ballsbridge, 1st October, 1915_

Dear Dr. Srarkie—Writing to me on 4
13th in reply to my letter of August 3lst jn
reference to Mr. O’Connell, of the Fi.lgw.v' {
Boys’ School, Cahirciveen, you say: Absolute
equality of treatment is scrupulously Obul'vod 5
by this department between the Irish \oluntem
and the Ulster Volunteer Force, and, I may also
say, the National Volunteers,” and you add,
‘‘by the rules and practice of the Board, Na-
tional Teachers are not permitted to connect
themselves with any of these bodies.”” Singe
then I have been favoured with copies of the
correspondence which has passed between the
Commissioners and the manager of the school. E ]

On June 18th Mr. Dilworth, Secretary to the '
Board, wrote to the manager, Very Rev. Canon,
Browne, requiring from the teacher, Mr, (’Cop--
nell, ““a statement regarding his alleged con-
nection with the Irish Volunteers.” On June:
24th Mr. O’Connell supplied Canon Browne with
a written statement, which was forwarded to the-
Board. In this statement Mr. O’Connell ac-
knowledged his connection with the Irish Volun—
teers, ‘‘ having first satisfied myself,” he writes,.
“ that there was nothing contrary to the letter
of the spirit of the Rules of the Commis-
sioners.”” His statement concludes with this.
request: ‘“If in doing so I have infringed any
rule of the Commissioners, I should be obliged!
if you would kindly ascertain from the Educa-
tion Office what particular rule I have violated
and wherein exactly I have done so.”

In view of the words of your letter to me with
regard to the ‘“‘rules and practice of the
Board,” this was evidently a rensonnble and.
proper req The Commissi
instead of complying with it, urobe mnmmng
the stoppage of Mr. 0’Counell’s salary *‘‘until.
he had satisfied them that he had ceased all'
connection with the Irish Volunteers.”

I suggest that Mr, 0’Connell was entitled to«
be informed under what rule his conduct was
impugned, and that to withhold from him this. =
information and at the same time to order the:
stoppage of his salary was such a proceeding us -
must bring the Board’s administration into dis-+
repute among fair-minded people. i

In a further letter of July 10th Mr. O’Connell”
shows that, during the eighteen months of his’
connection with the Irish Volunteers, his mana--
ger had certified in writing to the Board once*
in every three months that the rules and re--
gulations of the Board had heen observed by,
Mr. O'Connell, who now repeats his request to+
be inforrhed what rule he has broken. He also:
points out that the Commissioners must have-
been aware that many teachers had been
‘‘taking an active and prominent part in the-
Volunteer movement,” and asks ‘“why was.
t!lere not a general warning issued by the Com-
sioners,”’

On July 27th Mr. Bonaparte Wyse writes one
behalf of the Board to Canon Browne, acknow-
ledging Mr. O’Connell’s second request to have:
the rule indicated under which his conduct had!
been impugned. Instead, however, of indicating.
the rule, Mr. Wyse writes that * the Commis-
sioners ragard his (Mr. O’Connell’s) action it
taking part in the work of an organisation”
which is openly hostile to the Government of
Ireland and to recruitment for the forces of the
Crown as most i per and unk to i
National Teacher, and as very much more sefi-
ous than a mere violation of any rule of their
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code,” and they now proveed to threaten Mr,
0'Conpell with " summary dismissal.”

This lettar discloses an extraordinary state of
things. It ndmits at length that Mr. 0'Connell
is not charged with any violstion of rule, but
charges him with an offence ** vory much more
sorious than mere violation of any rule,' aed
deseribes this offence as ' connoction with the
Irish Voluntesrs.” This udmission and
tion cannot be reconciled with your statement
to me that by the rules and practice of the
Bourd, Natianal Teachers ure not permitted to
connect themselves with any of these bodies
(the Voluntger Organisations),"

You wre nware that **open hostility (of sny
unlawfil kind) to the Government of Treland
and to recruitment for the forces of the Crown "
comes undor the cognissnce of the ordinary
Iaw, nod that the duty of investigating any
charge of the kind comes in the first instance
and necessarily upon the officers of the law, 1f
there ix u foundation for such a churge aguinst
sng person or persons, it must T gross impro-
priety for the officers of the law to shirk their
own duty and to allow the discharge of it to
bo transferred to the C issioners of National
Kducation, It must be n no less grave impro-
priety under the circumst for the C i
sioners to take upan themselves a duty which
belongs to the officers of the law. The Govern-
ment has tribunals for the iov tigation and
punishment of such offonces as tho Board has
been induced to charge against the Irish Volun-
teers. The Board itsell is not such @ tribunal,
and hns no competency to pronotnes judgment
and inflict penaities in muttors admittedly out-
side the scope of its own rulas, much less to pro-
nounce judgment in o gemeral way on the
Tegality of thin or that public organisation. It
is not competent to hold & judicinl investigation
upon ¢vidence into questions of ** open hostility
to the Government of Ireland and to recraitment
for the forces of the Crown,"” and it is still less
competent, without proper investigation and
bearing of evidence for and agninst, to pro-
nounce s decision on such questions und to
awnard a penalty.

The uction taken by the Board concerns the
Eberty of others, including myself, to he ssso-
cinted in o cortain way with Mr, O'Connell and
other National Teachers, as well as their libarty
to be associated with us. The public is entitled,
therefore, to be informed on what ground you
have arrived at the unwarranted decision that
the Irish Volunteers are u gpenly hostile to the
Government of Treland and to recruitment for
the forces of the Crown.' If this in merely o
political opinion held by members of the Bomi,

tights and leanings in one case, antd wnnourcing
that another cnse * has yet to be decided "'—
both cases arisng on guestions of conduct ad-
mittedly outside the scope of the Commis
sionors’ rulvs. 1 such decisions can be enforeed
it becomos avident that National Teuchers, and
in n certpin measure the public, are at the
merey of the politienl feolings entartained for
the time belag by members of the Board.
Following this correspondence, I have to. re-
quest that you will have the goodness to bring
the matter definitely before the (s issioners

when he knows that it is impartislly smployed
all round, .dose teachers theu enjoy an ad-
vantage which was denied to me.

1 vory respectfully ask that you would point
out to the Commissisners how very unfairly  §
was denlt with, and how I was taken at a din-
advantage, in baviog all knowledge of phis de-
cision of the Commissioners withhell from me
whon my dismissal took phace.

Uuder these cirvomstances 1 ¢luim ro-instate-
ment in my schoal, with salury without inter-

to enable thetn to make it clear to the publio,
os woll an to mansgeri and teschers, wat no
teacher will be pr ted on purely armtrary
grounds or grounds of opinion from being oom-
nocted with the Trish Volunteers, and that no
unfair, improper, antd unconsidered diserimina-
thon will be allowed to shiape the Commissioners’
attitude ns regards the Irish Volunteets, the
National Volunteers, and the Ulsier Volunteers.
—Yours faithfully,

Eoxx Mac Nex.

W. J. M. Starkie, Esq., L.L.D,,
Residont Commissioner,
Board of National Education,

Office of National Education,
Marlborough Btreet,
Dublin, 4th October, 1915,
Dean Puorzssor Mao Nuue—My letter of
September 13th securately represents the atti-
tude of the Board on the guestion you rulse us
defined by & resolution ou Angust 31st last.
You will observe that the letters of Mr. Wyse
to which you take plion were lent
to that date—Yours fuithfully,
W, T. M. Sransir.
Professor John Mae Neill,
10 Horbert Park,
Ballsbridge,
Dublin,

Filomore B.N.S,,
Cahircivesn, 25/10/"15.

Rivenexo Sm—The Commissioners of Na-
tional Education have now, it uppears, decided
that their teachers sre not to bo allowed to
beconn membors of any of the Volunteer organ-
isations in this country. Hnd they come to
this decision when the Volunteors wero first
started in Ireland it wonld have prevented my
dismissal and all the trouble attendant thereon.

But T saw that teachers were not provented
from becoming members of tho Ulster Volun-
tears; and the Board expressly stated to you
in their letter of the 31st Angust last that they
had not yot decided whether it was allowsble
for teachers to b members of the Na-

then the mere p t of such an opi
bytboBcudin.huythnhut.nmnim-
ty, and is ealeulated to vitiate the rela-
tions which should subsist hetwem the Board of
National Kdueation and the National Public.
Any penal action tuken in consequence by the
Commissioners ¢an only be an enforcement of
their political opinions in the place of the ad-
mimistration of the stated rules snd settled
of the Board. The Board’s threat of
* gummary dismissal "' on the charge
canmot be reconciled with the terms of your
letter to we. y
Your stetement to me, Agam, cannot be
recongiled with the next letter of the Board
ts Canon Browns, which T shall cite, On July
Bist Mr. 0 Connall writes Wi ask is il per-
missable for him to join the National Voluntesrs
under tho leadership of Mr. Johu Redmond.”
On August 18t Mr. Bonapnrie Wysp replies:
“The guestion whether u tescher may be per-
mitted to join the Nutisnal Voluntears urder
the Ieadership of Mr. John Redmond has yeot to
ided oy the G Taud Rl
Here again, instead of rules and practice, wo
o PR

tiona) Volunteers, or, in other words, that thoy
bad not so fur forbidden membership of that

ri;l:totm’irﬁepthhhthwdnnhdtoamlhr.
Imnddmdwlhdugomlnﬁ;ht:o

imions and ‘was as much at liberty to
m‘?{m&m pim into ackion as any
oﬂnb—n!nfinthﬂmrd'cnnl« T ob-
incudmdllﬁuﬁmu hinsmadl.;ndchimmi
that all .buul-lhapul.mtbcumlvnlnl

.

equality. ]

It appears that this hax now heon done, snd
the justice of wmy claim hax been -d:u-m-i But
T wan disissed from my ponition in ignorance
of the fact that the Bosrd had in the meantime
made & General Order, or what wan squivalent
to u Goneral Onder, on this question of teachors’
connection with Voluntear

Tanchers pow in the Toanl's servioe are
awars of the existence of this order; they know
that it appliss squally to all the different Valun-
toar organisations.  None can fool sgerieved
tbmulﬂm«pp&uthndthmlvtohinnu

s that my caso may be reopened and
again comsidernd, and in order that 1 may be
placed on & footing of equality with every other
toacher in the employment of the Boand and
given an opportunity of romplying with the
goneral ovder of the Commissionets.—T am,
reverend «ir, your obedient servant,

Jewnunan O'Coxxuil.
Yery Hev. P. Canon Browne, PP VK.,
Cuhircivesn.

Co. Korry—12701, Filemore B.NB.
a7th October, 1915
Revenesn Ste—1 am directed by the Com-
inai of Nations] Fducat to  ao-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 26th  inst., Joad a s
tion from Mr. Jeremiah (FConnell, in which he
furnishes & statemant respecting his pon-com-

. pliance with the requirement of tho Doard n

reforenco to kis connection with the Irish Volun-
teers, and requests re-inst as teachor of
tho above-named sohool antecedent to his cous-
ing his mombership of the body referred to.
In reply T am directed by the Commissioners
to inform you that they cannot accede to Mr.
O"Cannell’s request, but thet shonld he furnish
thom immediately with evidence that he has
censed nll conuectian with the Irish Valunteers
they will bo prepared to consider the question
of his reinstatement ks 8 national teacher aud
the recogrition of service given by him in the
Filemore Schiool since the 25th September, the
date from which salary was withdrawn.—1 am,
reverend sir, your obediont servant,
W. J. Duwones,

Becretary.
Very Rev. P. Canon Browne, PP, VR,
Cahircivesn.
—_——

DUBLIN BRICADE.
ORDERS FOR WEEK ENDING
DECEMBER 16th.

1. Special Classes as usual,

2. Training for Sub-Officers und selected
men at Camden Row on Wednes-
nexday ond Saturday, 4 p.m.

3. Lecture by Commandunt 0'Connndl
for all Officers of Brigade at T pan.
at Hendquarters. Hour altered to
enable officers to attend Aonach.

4. The examination for Officers, Sub-
Officers, and selected men of the
Brigade will be held during the
month of January.

EAMONN DE VALERA,
Brigade Adjutant.

SYLLARUS OF EX AMINATION,
In the syllabus printed last week there
wore o few misprints. The only ane thint
is worth correcting is “‘nine™ for “pome’"
in puragraph 3.

——————
MRS, AMGARTY, Costumier, ‘Harconrt
Strest. Cumann na  mBan Hiues &
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Miss E. MaeHug‘Eﬁ‘

DON’T FORGET
LARKIN'S
LITTLE SHOP

For Blg Value In Chandlery,
Tobaccos, Cigarettes, etc.

IRISH GOOUS A SPECIALITY,

Wexford St., Dublin.

WARFPIPE BANDS.

VOLUNTEERS, we ask your support
when starting Bagpipe or other Bands.
We are actual makers in Ireland, and
can give you better and cheaper In-
struments than those who are merely
Importers.

Best Uilean B.?i always in stook.
Chanter, Bag, an {lows, 758. net.

‘Whilesale nt for all publications
by Carl Harde k. Write for lists.

D. McCULLOUGH

MUSICAL WAREHOUSE,
8 HOWARD STREET, BELFAST.

Watches that vary.

A Watch that varies from day to
day—sometimes fast,
slow, is worse than no watch at all.
So-called ** chesp " watches seldom
keep accurate time. A good Wal
does not necessarily mean Aan ox-

nsive one. 1t does mean getting
it from a dependable house. For
almost 60 years the name G ER
has stood this test. Our Catalogue
is yours for the asking.

GANTER BROS.

63 Sth. Creat Ceorge’s Street, DUBLIN
Estd. 1856 *Phone 2495

“g3* Talbot Street, DUBLIN,

Lucania, Pierce, Swift, Rud %
Bicycles. Cash. E.:ygfi'.ynmit.‘nﬂ

Repairs. A ies. S d-bhand
from 15/-. Prams and Gr;mophon.." ﬁ
—
CoNScCRIPTION |
)

I know absolutely nothing about i

DO know that 1 can give best ‘:‘;lwi}

Ireland in Razors. Try my Special 2§

Razor. Money returned if not satisfied,
Old Razors Ground and Set, 4d,

M’QUILLAN, 35-36 CAPEL ,g‘

CITY CLUB CIGARETTES. 10 for Ad.
TRY THEM.

P. Conway & Co.

TOBACCONISTS,
31 Exchequer Street and 10a Aungler
Street.
Established 1894,

JOHN DALY'S

BAKERIES,
26 WILLIAM STREET

AND
SARSFIELD STREET,
LIMERICK.

All Classes of Feeding Stuffs Stosked.

1t is treason for Irish to
"E_E_E—Q_L—! buy the Foreign Article and
n

neglect Irish dustries.
LOUCHLIN’S IRISH OUTFITTING
is better than the Foreign Shirts, Hosiery,
Gloyes, Braces, Hats, Caps, Boots, etc., etc.
ALL IS Fall

\RISH OUTFITTING HEADQUARTERS.
19 Parliament Street, DUBLIN.

We are an exclusively ‘' IRISH FIRM ™
employing only IRISH LABOUR.

All garments made to order in our own work-
shops. EXTENSIVE STOCK to select from,
bought for CASH from best IRISH MANUFAC-
TURERS.

SUITS, 42s to 84s.
ne 1mien<: CASH TAILORING CO.

(John Neligan, Manager),
s CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN,
and 50 Upper George's Street, Kingstown.

_For the Institution, the Mansion or the
Cottage.
You are invited to inspect our stock of

'CLOSE FIRE KITCHEN RANGES

before ordering elsewhere. ‘We guarantee
them to cook perfectly, and to be econo-
mical in fuel. Our prices are right.

GLEESON, 0'DEA & Co., Ltd.,

21 & 22 CHRISTCHURCH PLACE.

Estimates free. Telephone : Dublin 261.

Lucania Cycles

ARE MADE IN IRELAND.
Best Terms (Cash only) from

vommnall Ua buscalls,
1 mns Nnua0va0.

TELEPHONE 222.

JOHN A.0°CONNELL

Sculptor
KING STREET, CORK.

MONUMENTS, HEADSTONES, Etc.

VOLUNTEERS
Get Your New Overcoat from

L. DOYLE

2 TALBOT ST., DUBLIN

SPLENDID SELECTION OF
RELIABLE IRISH MATERIALS AT

REASONABLE PRICES.

—— USE ——

“Green Cross

MADE IN

Night Lights.”

IRELAND.

: .
Rifles. Guns. Repairs,
All kinds .22 Ammunition. Et
All Boards, Targets. |
Cleaning Rods, Pull Throughs, Oils,

L. KEEGAN, %%,

Telephone 2574.

i

all Rifle Sundries.
CATALOCUES ON APPLICATIO l,

3 INN'S QUAY, DUBLIN,

T

/. CHASE

Tobaconnist, Statloner
Fanoy Goods, Chandier

AND
. General Hardware
\ Stores,
\. 115 Parnell 8t,
. DUBLIN. 7

i

DO YOU FEEL WEAK, DEPRESSE!
RUN DOWN? CAHILL'S ARO (
QUININE AND IRON TONIC will tone 'J
up, steady your nerves, improve your a| 8
;I‘:md;I y_our‘ l:uloo(i).0 Il"or aum!a:er lassits a.:

euralgia a bottle 1s. and 2s.;

Made only Ty ARTHUR J. CA g
Igst‘.’llqml Chemist, 82a Lower Dorset o,
ublin,

-

VOLUNTEERS ! Send your Shirts, Collars, e
TO THE

NATIONAL LAUNDRY,

60 South William Street, DUBLIN.

Surrs axp Unirorms CLEANED and
PRESSED 1 Two Davs.

Irish Made Shirts, Caps, Poplin Ties,
Collars, Hoslery, ete. i
THE BEST VALUE FOR CASH N
LIMERICK.

p&onms 0 n-olLumurdin,

Draper, S
10 WILLIAM STREET, LIMERICK.
e—

cé1l10. célo. cém'b.'_

Cpaod thic €1t ve Connnad na Saele.
At the Branch Hall, 26 Blessington stresls
On ST. STEPHEN'S NIGHT, SUNDAY 26tk
inst., at 8 o’olock. |
Tickets—Single, 1/6; Double, 2/6.

Tickets at Branch or from Members.

FIRST AID CLASSES }
For Members of Cumann na mBan, Nﬂ
afternoon 4 to 5.30, beginnin‘j; Octol
Those wishing to attend should apply b"h*'
to Hon. Secs., Cumann na mBan ecutivly
Dawson Streat. .
/
Printed for the Propristors at Mﬁoﬂ'l.m§‘5
Works, Dublin, I:}:{‘1;-|1hlishod at the W!‘M]
Headq blin.

s, 2 Dawson Street, Dal As
&
i
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Tionol 0o Bi ag Corhamie Enota Pémnne
FaiLina nDanporc Trdtnona 0, Céanaoin,
an 8 at LA ve'r il ro, agur an Ceann Cata
paoparc  Méc Plagair 1na Gataointead
onta.

Vo glacat na gnat-tuaparsbats.

Vo hanmmigead poinnc cimtant agur
mamcenn nua.

Tug Manaroe an OpouIEte cunntay uam
ant Stusg Concuse 7 o SLuag Crammage.
Ciig Cata agur reacec 5Complatta VA
anvé fiéio Lion Sluais Copcarge. Ceitpe
Cota 1 Sluag Crappatge Cug Cesnn an
nf1aELs Mion-Cunntar vars ap Eluareadt
na hotbpe pan oiptean 6 vear agur 5O rhon-
rhop ap re&io Stuag 1ot gCanmain,

Friot TEEALs FO nablar wan éip Dono
Conncae 00 gup op bun ) sConncae an
Cipain agup ceann eile 1 sConntae Citt
Commig.

Vo rocpmbead 5o VTIONOLEAN an Cori-
aple Corcéeann 0. Dommnatg, an 1940 L4,
i heaton Lae.

Diinport na Féamnne,
At Clat, 8 M, na M, 1915,

YORFOBRA cCOITCEANN.

Diov 4 Capca Lant ag 588 OsLae ©
Flannay FaL ap Bat rluaigest, asur &
pén cum a tapbednca ©'a0n opigeac
cRANNUIP DA N-1spnrpatd am é.

PAORAIC MAC PIARAIS.
Ceann Cata,
Riaparde an Opowmgte.

Vinponc na Fémne,
&t Cuat, 8 M. nan, 1915

The Central Executive of the Trish
Volunteers met at Headgquorters on Wed-
nesday evening, 8th inst., (Commandant
I'. H. Pearse in the chair.

The usual reports were received.

Severn]l additional organising instracs
tors were appointed.

The Director of Organisation made o
report. on the Cork and Kerry PBrigade
Districts, In the former there are now
five orgenised Battalions, with u total of
fifty-seven uctive Componies. The Kerry
Brigade is organised into four Battalions.
The Chief of Inspection mude o detailed
report on the progress of organisation
and training in the South-East, more
especially in the Wexford Brigade Dis-
trict,

Reports were received of the formation
of Couuty Boards in Co. Uavan and Co.
Kilkenny.

It was decided to sunamon
of the General Council for Sunday,
inst., at 12 noon,

a meeting
10th

Headquarters, 2 Dawson Street,
Dublin, Sth Dec,, 1915,

CENERAL ORDER.

Every Volunteer will have his member-
ghip card at every parade, and will be
prepared to produce it ot the request of
uny superior officer. y

P. H. Prausg,
Commandant,
Director of Organisation.

Headquarters, 2 Dawson Street,

Dublin, 8th Dec., 1915.

Notes from Headquarters

THE CENERAL COUNGIL,

The first meeting of the new General
Council will be held on Sunday, the 19th
inist, at 12 noon. Many counties which
were not represented at last year's Coun-
wil are represented on the new Council,
the orgunisation having extended itsell
amazingly since the first (‘ouncil was
elocted. There should be a full attend-
ance at the fortheoming mecting, the
business of which will be important.

TWO NEW COUNTY BOARDS,

Cavan ond Kilkenuy have formed
County Boards.  This makes six new
County Boards in about two months, The
formation of » County Board indicates
that the movement in the area conoerned
has reached o suffigiently forward state to
meke common sction between the various

Companies possible. The County Boards
in their turn will prepare the way for
Brigade Councils, whicli come into exist-
ence when the county units are com-
pletely organised as military forces.

CORK AND KERRY.

A recent report on the Cork Brigade
shows five organised Battalions and fifty-
seven active Companies, of which a large
number are not yet grouped into Bat-
talions. Six other Compunies ore in pro-
cous of formation. This is splendid.
In Kerry the groups are nocessarily Jess
numerous, but the spirit is equally good.
A forward move in the organisation of
Kerry is projected.

THE SOUTH-EAST.

The Waterford City Company has
made greal progress in the face of peou-
line difficulties. In the County too there
is now n stir our way. Kilkenny, City

and County, us already uoted, are work-

ing up. The three Battalivn areas of the
Wextord Brigude have splendid material
and the men are well armed. More field
work—combined  munoeuvres et ween
Company and Company and oocasionally
between Battalion and Buttalion—would
benefit the Brigade. Tudeed more field
work would do all our Brigades and Bai-
talions and Companies good. Traiming
is what tells in the end. It is more im-
portant than numbers, and olmost as im-
portant as Grms.

JOIN THE AUXILIARY.
If you can’t be in the Volunteers

you ought to pe in the Auxilisry.
Why#  Because it ik the best way
to help the Volunteers. How docs
it help the Volunteors®  First, it

gives them your moral support, which
is something. Secondly, it gives them
your financiul support, which is better.
Thirdly, it links you with them for
mutunl defence, as against Conscription
and Economic Pressure. These are three
solid reasons, There is vo use in pre-
tending that you are u friend of the
Volunteers unless you join hunds with
{hém, either in the fighting liae or in the
TESCTVOS.

THE AONACH

The Great Irish Industrial Exhibition
which Has now been in progress sinee the
9th inst. will close to-night (Saturdsy,
18th) ot 10 o’clock, and those who huve
not yet paid it 2 visit wonld be well re-
warded by doing so during the short time
that remains, The Aonach Commitlee,
who have the use of the Coneert Halls uwp
to Wednesday night next, are arranging
a great programme for next week. Om
Monday night there will be two dramatio
performances, one in 1rish and one in
English, the former being Piarais Beas-
laoi's excellent little play, ** Fear na Mil-
liun Punt,”” and the latter Miss Lily M.
O'Brennan's beautiful little operata, ‘A
Moy Eve in Stephen's Green,” which
deals with the bust of Clarence Mangan
in Stephen’s Green. In addition
and instrumental items will be contri-
buted. On Tuesday pight the Rev.
Michael O'Flansgan, C.C., late of Clif-
foney, Co. Sligo, will deliver a locture
entitled * How to Feed the Irish,” and
will be followed by & programme of
and instrumental items. Father O'Flans-
whao is one of our greatest national
orators, may be relied on to deal with liis
subject in an eloquent and trenchant
mauner, and as there is sure to be a huge
attendance, those wishing to be present
shiould make it:n point in secure thieir
tickets in advance, They may ba pur-
chosed at the Aonach up to closing time
on Soturday night, All other particulara
will be found in our advertising columus.
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Boycott Everything Foreign—Do it Now
and youwill e Striking a Blow for Your Own Small Nation

Xylonite Carvers
from
7/6 per case

(Three Piece)

Natural Stag
Carver from 11/6

per Case
(Three Piece)

Ireland’s Gain is Your Gain, it is TREASONABLE

to Buy FOREIGN Goods
Help to

«Keep the Fires of the Nation Burning” and the wheels of our factories

turning by using Irish Made Cutlery. The Housechold that
neglects this duty is a reproach to practical patriotism.

Remember

that a Nation’s Existence depends on the Industry of its people aund Owr
Industries depend on Your wise and persistent support. You may win

Victories with Rifles & Machine Guns

but a Nation’s “Place in the Sun” can only be maintained by the steady
and never failing support of “its Industries,

There is Nothing CHEAPER
nor BETTER than the Gutlery

made in Ireland. ==

What is better than Cutlery for
Xmas Gift or Wedding Present.

Inquiries and Prices.

WHELANS EMPORIUM

17 UP. ORMOND QUAY, DUBLIN

|
6 THE IRISH VOLUNTEER. Saturday, December !Ht]h 1015, i

|
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Voluntesrs! we wish you a very happy Christmas, and offer you
seasonahbls presonts. Prices as usual, the lowest,

Bodford Cord Riding Broeechos, 8/11, post paid.

Khuki Serge Riding Breoches, 3/10.

Large varioty of Puttees, now and secondband,

Blue or Khaki secondhand Army, 1/8§ post sd.

Of Labour neczssary Fox's Heather Colour Diagonal Puttoes, 8/~; post &d.
Regulstion Spiral Fox's Pottecs, 8/6; poat 4d.

White Mastal Wolfe Tone Modals, 8d, and 1/+; post 2d.

h 1782 Thomas Dayvis Repeal Irish-made Buttons, ¥d.j post 2d.

to have Post Office Oilskin Copes, 3/87 post 5d.

Tawie Knives, Leather Sheath, 2/-; post 4d.

Wb Rifle Stings, 8d. and 1/+; new, 2/-| post 4d.

Catapults, 1/63 post 8d. Knuckleduster, 6d., 6d., 1/8; post &d,

Lifs Prosorvers, 1/6, 2/= 4/-1 post &d.

Sward Canes, 1/8, 2/8, 4/6; post 5d.
Block !mth«rd}\mmuuilinn Pouches, 1/-  Flat Leather, 8d.|

post &d.
Fenian 10 Dollar Bill, 1868, Republio of Ireland ; vory rare, £2 108,
Irish-made Lesthor Rifla Slings, 1/8, 2/8; post &d.
Cont Carriers, 10d. and 1/~ Haversacks, 1/=
Snm Rrown Balts, 28/6, Rifle Cyele Clips, 2/8, 7/8] post 4,
Now Swiss-made Gun Metnl Watches, guaranteed, 3/1 post paid.
Knapsacks, 8d. and 185 post ad, Sleeping Hags, 5/8; post 8d.

.
Done by Trade Union
Mititary Pocket Kuives, 8dj post 2d.
808 Pencils, 6d st 2.
hands hare l:‘t\ I]Ii]l‘l:- luir‘}.'\:st‘-; new condition.

Packet Flaske, 2/=; post 3d.

Wol Manoy Helta, 1/8; post 4d.

2.3 Officors’ Whistles, 80, 1/8. Lanyards, 2d. to 1/=
Army Secondland Ambulance Stretchors, 12/6.
Short Tenther Army Logmings, hlack, %/} post ad,
Volunteor Beltz, Harp Design, 2/83 past 44,

Write, call, or phone

PATRICK MAHON
f John Lawler & Son,

General Printer,
2 FOWNES’ ST. (Dame St.)
| 3 YARNHALL ST, DUBLIN i3

' COMMUNICATIONS,

: IN PE ACE AND IN WAR | volunteors who have recently raceived »

typed circular are requested to ro-readd  para.
wraph 8, which is of genersl application,

I O U G H I I N PIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS.

Volunteers

Keeps the Flag of Irish INAUSLIIesS | ruee s nasse revsme, e

for Xmas Presents.

Unfurled BB <o el o coiiod

Volunteer.

B —

- Ne—

His XMAS DISFLAY of Irish Neckwear, Shirts, Hoslery,
Gloves, Umbrellas, Braces, Handkerchiefs, L5} Tvery “Mataber-of thu fir il

etc., etc,, will be up to former years. |
‘ P. CONWAY & Co.
1 T. J. LOUGHLIN, \ e

31 EXCHEQUER ST,
19 PARLIAMENT ST., DUBLIN.| . ,uNGIER STREET

Football Boots Irish Manufacture, & Eaeveals, cabpuifrd Le Baeoeat | | is & Volunteer.
"“.H-ulg:n ::N::g QA‘ND SHOES e il Yams . Guassies and

PARKER'S e Sk ok ke s i Dwpert-

9 CAPEL STREET M. O'RIORDAN AND €O,
(Formerly of 28 Lower Camden Btreot, Dulilin). 1 and 2 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CORK. (Bataldished 1504),
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APPOINTMENTS.

The following appointments have been
sanctioned by the Headquarters Staff :—
DUBLIN BATTALION.

Capt. Eamonn Martin to be Com-
mandant.

Capt. Sean Mac Aodha to be Vice-Com-
mandant.

Tieut. Philip Cassidy to be Battalion
Adjutant.

Lieut. James Pounch to be Battalion
Quartermaster.

The Sluagh Commanders to be as fol-
lows:—

An Claud Sluagh (Lower Camden St.)

' _TLieut. Philip Cassidy.

An Dara Sluagh (Dolphin’s Barn)—
Lieut. Herbert Mellowes.

An 3adh Sluagh (Inchicore)—Lieut.
Edward Murray.

An 4adh Sluagh (Ranelagh)—Lieut.
Niall Mac Neill.

Anp Hadh Sluagh (Merchant’s Quay)—
Lieut. Garrett Holohan.

An 6adh Sluagh (N. Frederick St.)—
Commandant Sean Mac Aodha.

An 7adh Sluagh (Blackhall St.)—
Lieut. John McLoughlin,

An t-8adh Sluagh (Fairview)—Lieut.
T.. Mac Tonnraic.

An 9adh Sluagh (Dollymount)—Lieut.

Padraig O'Daly.
Signed,
PADRAIC O'RIAIN.
Righ-fheinnidhe.
Headquarters,

12 D'Olier Street, Dublin.

TESTS AND BADCES.

The following regulations relating to
proficiency. tests in and badges for Sig-
nalling, Musketry and First Aid have
been approved of by the Headquarters
Staff :—
' REGULATIONS.

1. The tests will be conducted under
arrangements to be made by the Director
of Training.

9. All the proficiency badges are of
standard design manufactured to the
order of the Headquarters Staff. They
are intended for use of Fianna only, and
can be obtained only from Headquarters.

3. The wearing on the Fianna uniform
of badges other than the official badges
is prohibited. ;

SIGNALLING.

4. Before being classified as entitled to
wear the signaller’s badge, Fianna must
pass the following test:—

Send and receive a message in the
semaphore and Morse systems of signall-
ing by flag. Not fewer than twenty
letters per minute. Degree of accuracy
95 per cent. in both cases.

MUSKETRY.

5. Before being classified as entitled
to wear the musketry badge Fianna must
pass the following tests :—

(a) Score not less than 60 per cent.
in the following practices, using
Fianna 22 bore rifle and standard fixed
Bull’s Eye target. Distance one hun-
dred yards:

5 rounds deliberate fire, lying.

5 rounds rapid fire, lying (46 seconds

allowed).

5 rounds deliberate fire, kneeling.

5 rounds rapid fire, kneeling (45
seconds allowed).

(b) Know how to fire at moving

objects and how to fire during wind.

(c) Judge distance of eight objects
up to eight hundred yards within 20
per cent. mean error.

i. This test will be conducted on un-
familiar ground, half the objects
consisting of skirmishers and half
of matural objects marking fire
positions such as would be used on
service.

ii. A minute will be allowed for
each estimate reckomed from the
moment when the object is pointed
out or a shot is fired to draw atten-
tion to the position of the object.

iii. The observers will record their
estimates in writing in multiples
of fifty yards.

FIRST AID.

6. Before being classified as entitled to
wear the first aid badge TFianna must
know :—

(a) How to apply the triangular
bandage to any part of the body, (b)
various methods of arresting hemorr-
hage. (¢) how to treat fractures and
dislocations, (d) what to do in cases of
poison, (e) methods (including Scha-
fer's) of artificial respiration, (f) hand-
seats and other methods of carrying.

Signed,
SEAN MAC AODHA,
Director of Training.

Headquarters,

12 O’Olier Street, Dublin.

NOTES ON TRAININC.

The system of training drafted by Com-
mandant Sean Mac Aodha and ratified
by the Headquarters Staff ought to be
faithfully carried out by every Sluagh
Commander in the Fianna. The first
course covers twelve evening parades,
and includes instruction in scouting,
musketry, signalling, first aid, drill, and
physical culture. Each parade is timed
for an hour and a half, and each lecture
or lesson lasts only twenty minutes.

As most Sluaghte have two parades

Saturday, December 18th, lgw

weekly, it will be seen that the first 2
courses of six weeks each can be com
pleted before the end of next spring
These courses are almost entirely ¢ onfing
to indoor instruction, but lead up to the
more important work in the field, &
though it is quite true one cannot lea
scouting in a drill hall, yet it is
true that, without that prelimina
knowledge which can best be taught|
the class room, little progress ean
made in the field.

Tn addition to the usual all-round in-
struction, the Sluagh Commanders should
encourage*their boys to specialise in
least one particular branch of
work, to secure a proficiency badge. The
three badges already sanctioned by )
Headquarters Staff are: Musketry, 8
nalling, and First Aid. Badges for
ficiency in other branches of Fianna woi %
will be announced later. 3

. . -

In these columns I will deal from week
to week with one or more of the subj
in the week’s program laid down in
course issued by the Director of

ing.

Next week T will deal with the *“Dutiss
of Scouts” and *“Training in Obs

tion."" b

PADRAIC O’RIAIN.®

1782—1913.
VOLUNTEERS' BOO

Best ever produced for comfort and
marching. Made in my own Wwon
gkilled Irishmen, under T’r’ade Union cd

Price 15/6. Reduction for Comy
J. MALONE,
67 NORTH KINC STREET, DUBLIN,

« Everything that is not Irish must
Foreign.”

GLEESON & Co. "™"%oxE

ONL

Irish Volunteer Tallors and Drapérs,
11 UPPER O’'CONNELL ST., DUBLIN.

Special Mobilisation of Volu

and Friends ordered for Monday, 27th Des, 8
7.30 p.m., to reinforce F. C., 2nd hm., who will
occupy a very strong position, at

Foresters’ Hall, 41 Parnell Squarg,

when
HERBERT PIM (A. NEWMAN)
will deliver an important address on
"PN We Stand ¥:-Gly in iretand.
He will also contribute to the Concert
gramme in his own inimitable style
stirring song,
k “ Rory of the Gael."” |
He will be supported by Brian O
Mollie Byrne, Gerard Crofts, .
Miss Florrie Ryan, Miss Lnea McU
McHale Dancers, Capt. T. McCarthy, and 8 B¢
of Irish-Ireland Talent.
Doors open at 6.45. Concert commencing.
7.30 p.m. sharp.

Prices of Admission, 2s., 15., and &' i
number of &d. tiokets. L

|RISH THEATRE, Hardwicke Street,
able for Performances, Concerts, ReheatF
ete. Terms (low) from the Manager-



