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“Dye come up to find out

]'ﬁ"' your pl"’\' "kl"d\c(’tl
to do anay with PR. —

not the reason why..”

G.AA

70 WITHDRAW

RECOGNITION FROM B.LE.?

°eap]e wbo thought that the submitted to the
G succumbed to the Council, BIL.E. is deemed mot
5 Co. Republicanism to rival the N.AICIA’ .-
promoted by .

so assiduously
the Dublin Government in
recent years got a2 welcome
shock @t the Dublin G.AA.
Convention held on Sunday,
17th December.

A Scoil Ui Chonaill motion
to delete Rule 30 (which
debars members of the
Association from competing at
hletic meetings: other than
those organised by =the
NACA.) was withdrawn
when the General Secretary,
Sean O Siochzin,
in the debate. 3

Stating that it would be
unwise, at.this stage, to delete
the Rule, he went on to point
out that the N.A.C.A., was still
in existence “and there are
sharply divided opinions in
the Central Council in the
position of Bord Luthchleas
na hEireann.

“The Central Council's de-
cision. last June,” he con-
tinued, “was not unanimous
and it seems to me that the
longer it goes the more
divided these will

intervened

Central

It is understood that, prior
to that decision being taken
the BILE. Executive pledged
to the G.A/A. that theirs was,
in fact; a 32-County body and
would continue to-operate as
such come what may.

Tt is believed that this
declaration swayed a substan-
tial majority of the Central
Council to favour, at least, a
tentative recognition of BIL.E.

/The General Secretary’s
statement shows that a sub-
stantial number of the G.A.A.
Executive are now completely
disillusioned by the BIL.E.

“The events of the past
couple of weeks” to which
O Siochain referred can be

interpreted to mean the break
down of discussions between
the B.LIE. and the Six County
A!AA. and recent appeals-by
BILLE. officials in the Twenty-
Six [Counties to members
asking them to ban Gaelic
games. These latter appeals
were made in areas where
GIAIA. facilities were denied
to the BILE., as reported in
the last issue of the United
Irishman.

The G.A.A. executive are
realising a retrospect that they
have in fact supported a
sports organisation ‘with a
rabid 26 Co. mentality to the
detriment ~ of the N.ACA.
O Siochain’s statement reflects
an awareness of this and
seems to presage an outright
G.A/A. renunciation of B.LE.

Muintir

Wolfe Tone

statement on

P.R.

The Dublin Wolfe Tone

Soclety wishes to draw the

attention of all readers of the United Irishman to the dangLr

to democrac{ in the 26

become. There is growing con-
fusion about the position of
B.LE. and events of the past
couple of weeks have appeared
to vindicate the Munster
Council’s decision not to pro-
vide fields for BILE. meet-
iﬂgs.”

Withdraw  request

This procedure can onl
rule of Fianna Fall, enabling
lurmldahle machiner;

will also ren
country, as the

g as they do the np'nwmtnl

of the multi-seat hy the umgle seat constituency,
lead to the strengthening of the

it to maintain a stable rule

over the 26 counties for the forseeable future, rclnhm:ed by
of patronage and repression.
der more difficult the unification of the

interests to he utered for flex|

he bwldy calls. on

Mhe General Secretary then
asked Scoil Ui Chonaill to
withdraw the motion “to
indicate that the G.A.A. was
now no less in favour of a 32-,
county Ireland in athletics
than it was when the N.A.C.A.
was founded in 19!

The decision taken by the
Central Council last June was
that “On the basis of the
di and i

the
at local Ievel tor l
for

constituency strengthens divisi
division of populations into ghettoes,
T all polltual and other hodies

6 enahle
ibly, while the single member
ons and encourages local

PR, to form joint action
hl, purpose of preparing a co-

As a first step, ule bodety

man is a world authority on

Jury's Hotel

attend with a
defevr(nd democracy in Ireland.

commends the initiative of the

T.C.D. Republican Club in inviting Miss Enid Lakeman, of
the London Electoral Reform Society, to speak to a public
meeting in the college on Monday, .hnunry 22nd. Miss Lake-

P/R. and spoke to a meeting

under the lauspices of the Soclety in Dublin a year ago in

The Soclety calls upon all organisations inferested in
defending democracy to inform their members of this
meeting, and where possible to depute people of standing to
view to setting up joint action committees, to

statement summarises the position adopted by the
cammWa of the Dublin Wolfe Tone Soclety at a meeting
held on Tuesday, December 19th.)

THE battle for Proportional Representation is on.

It is now certain that

Fianna Fail is going to follow the example of the Unionist Party in the Six

Counties and abolish P.R.

The report of the Con-
stitutional Committee issued
on Christmas Eve and the
Leinster House Christmas
recess until January 31st
indicates ¢ long
meditated move is afoot at
ast.

The Unionists abolished
PR. in the six counties in
order to perpetuate their
dictatorial discrimination
against the large nationalist
population there. Now
Fianna Fail strike for a
similar increase of power in
the 26 Counties by chang-
ing the rules that are slowly
but surely easing them out
of office. © By removing
P.R., Fianna Fail remove
one , great guarantee of
minority representation to
the Unionists of the north
in any proposed thirty two
county context and, in the
twenty six counties, they
remove the threat of Labour
and Sinn Fein. They move
one step further away from
umty with the six counties
in order to consolidate their
future in the twenty six
counties.

Nor will the mistakes of
the 1959 d be

Fifty - Eight

HE results of the
National Opinion Polls
Ltd. survey of Six-County
attitudes will glve’ rise tl::

n
Unionist

supporters and republicans
| alike.

The most significant fig-
ure is that 58 per cent nr
the population are
favour of some kind ol‘ u
united Ireland and only 42
per cent are in favour of
things as they are now; a
slap in the face for unionist
provincialism.

Per

Cent In North
Favour United [reland

testants favour a united
I’reland (with the unspeci-
link with Britain).

Snmlarly the Nationalist
attitude is (16, 38, 47, 0)
while the Catholic pattern
is (20, 30, 50, 0), showing
that there are more Catho-

lic conservatives than
Nationalist and more
Nationalist radicals than
Catholic.

Support for 'change out-

side Belfast is greater than
inside. Thus 56 per cent of

(Continued on page 12)

Tn the areas other than
Belfast, the centre of
Umomst patronage, the cor-

repeated. This move has
been made at a time when
Fine Gael also have a
vested interest in stifling
the Labour Party, now
strong rivals on the opposi-
tion benches, Fine Gael see
Labour increasing their re-
presentation in urban areas
under PR, lurgel the
expense of gwlndllng
Pine Gael vo!e Labour's
refusal to consider coalition
government has, as was
bmnled out in last August's
nited Irishman, pushed
Fine Gael into a partner-
ship of protection with
Flnnna Fail. At the moment
the moral and constitutional
heroes of Fine Gael are in
the process of accepting
Fianna Fail's latest attack
on democracy in the hope
that power will be theirs in
the next election but one.

To further ensure suc
the carrot of an incre
number of seats is being
held out to the back
benchers of both big
parties. In the 1959
teferendum, some Fianna
Fail  deputies canvassed
ﬁ ainst changing the system.

e rationale for increasing
the number of seats is given
as the need to maintain
rural and western repre-
sentation in face ol the!

(Continued on plge 12)

figures are 64
per cent and 36 per cent.
e apparently  solid
Unionist front is indeed
crumbling. The lessons of
this will not be lost on
Six County radicals of all
religions: they are not so
isolated as they thought,
and if they stand up and
are counted they are
capable ‘of becoming a for-
midable political force.
he results of the Six
County poll confirm what
Reneprlve observers have
saying for many.
years. Now perhaps they
wlll be believed. There are
also, however, some sur
prises.

The following results are
not surprising and confirm
longstanding Republican
points of view:

* Religion and politics
are not Jdcn'.lknl Thus, if
the. “ attitude " of a group-
ing is defined by a seq-
uence of numbers
senting  respectively the
percentages: 1, in favour of
the status quo; 2, for unity
and mdependJence 3, for
unity with an (unspecified)
measure of dependence; 4,
“ don’t know,” the Unionist

the status quo -than

Unionists and more Pro-

Telefis Eireann

\Ve congratulate Telefis

Eireagn on the fine series
of fitms about Fenianism
that have just ended.

We note with satisfaction

Fenians had been achieved.
The soldlers the Fenlans
fought were British soldiers.
Britisa soldiers still occupy
S| of Ireland’s thirty-two
countles, the only differ-
ence between 1867 and
1968 being the style of
uniform in use by the

soldiers in  the
twentysix  counties  are
twenty-six county soldiers:
Irish soldiers would want
the British soldiers out of
Ireland.
These soldiers protect the
robber rights of those who
exploit the people of
Ireland — exploitation the
Fenians fought to end.

Those who have drawn
the conclusions from
films on Fenianism which
explain the existence of the
UNITED IRISHMAN should
join the Republican move-
ment without delay.

Help complete | the
greatest work undertaken
in modern Irish history—
the establishment of a
thirty-two  county  Irish
Republie,




Rebuke Vietnam
A Chm:h ‘A Chara,

According to E o i n Some of your readers
O Murchadha of Trinity have condemmed the U.L
iCollege, Dublin, in the for publishing articles on
November . * United Irish- Vietnam, because they
man,” Mrs. Fodla Mac point out that such articles
Keown of Melbourne is  can damage the advance-
*most amusing,” “a person ment of Irish exile organi-
Wwith cowardice inherent,” sations and that Vietnam

‘a fanatic voice crying in
the wilderness” and “a
‘babbler about principles.”

‘Allow me now to en-
lighten Mr. O Murchada
about this 80 year old lady
reared up in true Fenian
tradition in the Australian
wilds.

In the first world war
‘when rearing a young help-
less family her husband, a
native Irish speaker, was
interned for Irish Ireland
activities by the Australian
‘government.

She was Secretary of the
Gaelic League, active in
Irish music and step-dan-
cing, a member of Cumann
na mBan and one of Sinn
Feins most active and un-
compromising members and
also a member of the
League for an Undivided
Ireland—all in Melbourne.

he was collector for
the Irish. Republican Pris-
oners and for the IR.A.
up to the 1956 campaign
against British enemy
forces in the Six Counties.

In propaganda demon-
strations in Melbourne I've
seen her ocked to the
ground by burly police-
men. I've seen her soot and
dirt grimed face after the
cells of Russell St. Watch-
house Prison, the violent
ink of the fingerprint ex-
pert on her fingers, her
proud and haughty stand
in court during the famous
“Wearing of the Green

case when charged under
the "Rogues and Vaga-
bonds Act”. On discharge

the judge described her as
“a person of high pl‘m—
ciple”. Here in my

village she was assaulted
by Free State Police in her
defence of the Easter Lily,
1962. So now, Mr. O Mur-

taxes,
ports to the Free BState
government. Well, from
Tone to the men of 1956
and even today we, for ex-

ample, purchase British
and Free State postage
stamps but to willingly

enter the British, Six Co.,
or Free State Parliaments
—nNo, never.
arn your history, Mr.
O Murchadha. There is to-
day no Dail Eireann to
enter, the British supplied
guns of Free State forces
suppressed it in 1922,
Six County and Free
State Parliaments came
into existence by British
Law. England has no God-
iven or other ri w0
establish these two parlia-
ments in our land.

The second Dail Ejreann
was never dissolved and in
1938 the T.Ds of that Dail
who remained true to Ire-
land, assembled and handed
over authority of govern-
ment to a Provisional
Government  of  Ireland
which is today the leader-
ship of the Republican
Movement.

This Provisional Govern-
‘ment will dissolve when all
Oreland next votes back
Dail Eireann.

Pearse’s
words, Mr. O Murchadha:—

“If a few are faithful
found they must be more
faithful for being but a
few”

There is no short cut to

freedom. Let us travel the
Tong hard road of hi
principle and uncompro-
mis¢ where at the end vic-
tory and freedom will
eventually crown our ban-
ners,

Sean O hAlrtnede,
Carrigtwohill,

has no connection with the
Irish struggle. 1 wish to
expresa my support to the
UI, for its stand on this
and point out that
the struggle in Vietnam,
like the struggle in Ire-
Tand, isnt two separate
struggles, but part of one
struggle, in which mankind
is endeavouring to cast off
! ains of imperialist
slavery.

By waging this war in
Vietnam, the US. Govern-
mcnt violates the Geneva

Agreements of 1954 and all
norms of international law.
This war is the most eloq-
uent display of the aggres-
sive policy of US. Imper-
ialism. The bellicose circles
in the U.S/A. are aiming
thereby to deprive the
Vietnamese people of their
freedom and independence,
to impede their road to
democratic development
and the unification of their
country. the force of
arms they want to impose
an_authoritarian regime of
military  dictatorship on
the Vietnamese population,
to crush the national-liber-
ation struggle of the
geoplos of the Indochinese
eninsula, to -establish and
consolidate their domina-
tion in South East Asia.

‘The has thrown a
350,000 strong modernly
equipped army against the
peace-loving and industri-
ous Vietnamese people -and

int to increase it still

further in the mearest
future. It is waging a most
ruthless war against a
nation of peasants, Its
bombs are falling over

towns and villages with a
peaceful population, killing
children, women and old
people, destroying factor-
ies, Jrnganon equipment
and dikes, homes, schools,
and hospitals, 'murdermg
peaceful people with nag
alm and poisonous
stances. These activities in
Vietnam are the gravest
crime against peace and
humanity. 5
our exiles in Amer-

ica and in those other
countries involved in this
“unholy War,” take their
stand for withdrawal of
foreign troops in Vietnam
as well ag Ireland. We can-
not close our eyes to this
war as some day we our-
selves may face the armies
of the capitalist world if
we choose to take the path
of Socialism as did the
people of Vietnam,
FlonnBarra O Dochartaigh,
8 Ravensw: Park,
Prehen,

Co, Derry.

A Chara,
1 -cannot agree with the
two Lorren pondents in t‘gz

Octol ssue  of

i Umled Irishman,”  who
imp); that this paper
should not support the

Vietnamese in their fight
for mdependem.e

P, Fitzgerald
(Aunralh) and  Mr. Tom
McGuigan Jr. (US.A.) sup-
port the UL in its fight
against British Imperialism
in Ireland, but they then
switch slden to support the
American and ustralian
Tmperialists in the Vietna-
mese bloodbath,

‘What kind of nonsense is
this ? If it's right for Irish-
men to against er-
fallsm in Ireland (a
is) then it must be righ t
for Irishmen to pgo
the Viemmrmﬁe in their

e against the
mperllliat Powers of the

" Cork Universi

LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR

United States
tralia.

Your Australian corres-
pondent claims that Aus-
tralia has a moral and
legal right, under the
SEATO Pact to be in Viet-
nam. But the Geneva
Agreement of 1954 states
in  part: " That neither
zone (North or South)
would make International
‘Alliances or receive mili-
tar¥ aid from outside.”

e also claims that the
majority of |Australians
support their Government'’s
policy in Vietnam. This is
untrue. Australians showed
their dislike of the war by
protesting in their thous-
ands . at the Johnson and
Marshall (I like Hitler)
‘Kys visits to their country.

Indeed there were so many
demonstrations that John-
son' and his army of armed
C.LA. men were constantly
ducking in and out of back
entrances to avoid meeting
them.

and  Aus-

Also the Australian Sea-
men won worldwide admira-
tion and praise by their
courageous action in refus-
i the ships
and ‘“Jeparit”
with their cargo of bombs
to Vietnam,

At the Australian Council
of Trade Unions’ Congress
held in Melbourne from
August 28 to September 1,
1967, the A.CT.U. Execu:
tive recommendations on
“Boonaroo” and ‘“‘Jeparit”
were endorsed. There was
not one word of cntxclsm,
of the Australian seamen’s
action in refusing to man
these ships for Vietnam by
either the A.C.T.U. officers
Executive or any of the 653
delegates who attended the

ress. Amongst those
653 de]egates were repre-
sentatives of all political
beliefs, and some from
extreme right wing organ-
isations.

I agree with the sugges-
tion by Sean Dunne that the
UL should set aside a page
for International affairs, I
think Imperialism should be
exposed in all its shapes and
forms wherever it rears
its ugly head.

Keep up the gaod work.

M. G. Finnin,
Auckland,..
New Zealand.

A Chara,

1 would appreciate space
in your paper to express
m opm)on on the Vietnam

Several opinions  have
already been  expressed,
but it seems to me that
the crux of the matter lies
in the imerpretatlon of the
term ‘ Republican/”

US. policy in Vietnam
ap#ears to be callously in-

erent, not only to the
wishes of the Vietnamese
people, but also to a fair
purcemage of world  opin-

I would like to recom-
mend a book called the
“Trial of Sacco and Van-
zetti” to Tom McGuigan.

It seems to reflect a cer-
tain  trend of thought,
peculiar  to  the Anglo
Saxon race,

It seems fairly obvious
that if the countries in-
volyed in Vietnam had to
rely on Volunteers instead

of Conscripts, we would
soon see the moral out-
come,

. McDonnell,
New Zealand,

Congratulations

/A Chara,

Congratulations to Tomas
Mac Giolla, Uachtaran Sinn
Fein, for his great, sen-
sible and really down to
earth  address, entitled
*Sinn  Fein President on
Soclalism,®  delivered in
on Friday,
October m am, I hope,
only one of thousands oi
UL, readers who would

endorse his great inspired
views. As a matter of fact
that is the first rcnn‘y clear
clarification on
should be the attltude of
members of the NF.A. and
all members of our Trade
Unions, that has ever been
made by any of the leaders
of the Republican Move-
ment in recent ars, at
least to my knowledge,
John Kiernan,

BUY LYONS
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AND HELP SIR GEORGE !

The East James Street
Action Committee in con-
junction with the Dublm
Housing Action Committee
and the Sinn Fein Citizens’
Advice Bureau are organis-
ing a “Save FEast James

-
Uachtaran Sinn Fein,
Seamus Mac Aoine, Cathar-
leach, Co. na Midhe. An
tAth O Tuille, S. C. Cath
aoirleach, Coisde na Midhe,
L.C.G. a rinn an bronnadh.

Lyons Irish Holdings Ltd.,
dlsmbutors of Lyons ‘tea.
the A.G.M, of Lyons held

m the Shelbourne Hotel,
8 December, Sir
George noted that the com-
pany had achieved record
sales for the sixth year in
Profit _before

Drumalkdll,
Castleblayney. Friday,
Information
A Chara,
The Central Citizens

Advice Bureau is at present
gathering information ag to
the whereabouts of vacant
Corporation flats and houses
in Dublin and we welcome
the following information
from readers;

5 ngth of time vacant.
2. Approx. number of
rooms in house or flat.

3. Present state of house

or flat.

We already have some
information of vacant
Corporation flats and houses
and we are now compiling
a complete dossier as we
want to bring to the atten-
tion of Dublin Corporation
that such an un-called for
situation exists in a city
where there are 10,000
families homeless. The
required information should
be sent to An Runai,
Centra]l Citizens Advice
Bureau, F/ch, 3 Parad
Mucroxs Baile Atha Cliath

Is mise,
Sean O Cionnaithe,
Ruani.

Guevara

A Char:
We nnnce with great sur-
prise that the death of the
Guenlla fighter, Dr. Ernesto
“Che” Guevara, has passed
unnoticed in your columns.

We feel that his untimely
death in Bolivia should have
received some mention
because of his Irish blood
and in particular because of
his continued struggle
against imperialism and for
his love .of the common
people.

We note that * Che's"”
death was given wide pub-
licity, and in particular by
two_articles by Sean Cronin
in the “Irish Times.” Surely
a paper like the * United
Irishman” could afford .the
space for such a Revolu-
tionary as Guevara"

Sean O’Duinn.
Sean 0'Ci

tax amounted to £182,803.
East James Street demoli-
tion plans were not
mentioned.

A.GM.s

At the Ammual General
Meeting of - Cumann an
Phnarszlgh Rathmines area,
the following officers were

elected ‘for the <coming
year: _(Cathaoirleach, Dr.
Roy Joh LeasCath-

nston;
aoirleach, Sylvester Doolan;
Runai, Seamus O Brogain;
Cisteoir, Deirdre McKenna.
Delegate to an Comhairle

Ceanntair, Sylvester
Doolan. Delegate 'to the
Central _ Citizens  Advice

Bureau, Breasil O Caollai.
At the Annual General
Meeting of Cumann James
Fintan Lalor, Sinn Fein
(Pasy Wall, North Strand
at ‘which Micheal
Combhairle,
preSided. the following offi-
cers were elected for the
coming year: Cathaoirleach,
James Cruise; Runai, Mrs.
Monica Ryan, 56 Caledon
Road, East Wall. Cisteoir,
Joseph Buckley. Delegate
to an Comhairle Ceann-

the Citizens Advice Bureau,
James Cruise.

Aifreann

Mass will be offered onm
January 14, 1968, for the
repose of ‘the souls of
Sean Sabhat, Feargal
O hAnluain and Joseph
Malone whose anmiversaries
occur about this time. The

Masy will be offered in
the Franciscan  Church,
Merchants  Quay, at 10.45

am.

Brian 0 hUiginn

Ag an dinneir cuimhnea-
chain Brian Ui hUiginn i
nDroichead Atha bronnadh
an F‘hamr'\e Nua ar na

Street Houses” picket out- y
ide the mansion of Sir

gesrge Mahon, Castleknock, Mﬂl’tlll -’”Vaye
Co. Dublin, on esday. e o
J:';;u'ja(? o Commemoration for Martin
i sir George is chairman of | Savage, Ballisodare, was

held on Sunday, 17th Dec.,
in Ballisodare. The parade
was led by Collooney
Convent of Mercy
Accordion Band with a
colour party from the
Martin Savage Cumann.

A wreath was placed on
the grave by Michael
Savage, a brother of
decreased. The Sinn Fein

Mayor of Sligo, Norbert
Ferguson, addressed the
public. Cathal Quinn of

K)llala spoke of the dangers
inherent in entering the
E.EC. and encouraged the
formation of co-operatives
among the small farmers
and grocers of the area.

Cumann Leonard

The annual 1 meet-
ing of Cumann Colonel
Leonard was held in the
Camann rooms, Drogheda, on
30th November,

The following officers and
committee were el
Uachtaran Onorach, Micheal

Maidin; Cathaoirleach,
Donnchadha Mac Raghmaill;
Leas - Cathaoirleach, Seosamh
O Cianain; Runai, Detta Ni
Mbhartain; Leas Runai, Tomas
O Ceallaigh; Cisteoir, Eoin
O Mhartain.

Coiste: Padraig Mac Domh-
‘nalu Mairtir O Coileain,
| Ciaran O Morda, Oilibheir
(O h-Eochaidh agus Oscar Mac

| Raghnaill

Common Market

On Friday, 12 January,
at the Victor Hotel, Roches-
town Ave., Dun Laoghaire,
Anthony Couvhlan Lecturer
in Social Administration in
Trinity College, Dublin, and
Derry I\el eher,
lecturer in political sci nce
will speak on the subject
“Ireland, Britain and the
Common Market pro-
blems of a small nanonbe

The chairman will
Vincent McDowell.

On Friday, 26 January,
Colin Bird and Flor

O Mahony, Labour Clir. for
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown
will speak on “Youth in the
Socialist Republic”. ~The
chairman of this meeting is
Con Lehane.

daoine
O hUigin, Peadar O hUigin,
Labhras O Gruigin, leas-

Both ¢ t 8 pm.,
and both are sponsored by
the Labour Party.

Dublin 1,

Evyiction

A Chara,

As a republican who has
been active in the Movement
in the 1930/40 period and
who has since dropped out
due to the everyday problem
of trying to exist and pro-
vide for my family, T was
overcome to learn of the
return of the Movement to
the problems that effect us
all, I refer of course tb the
re(enl uunatlun on the hous-
ing front in Dublin and by
the organisation of Citizens
Advice Bureau by the
Dublin Comhairle Ceanntair
of Sinn Fein, refer in
particular to a recent evic-
tion in Palmerstown quite
near where I live. A young
married couple was evicted
on one of the coldest nights
of the year and the next
day a picket was put on the
house by a vel('( youthful
! group and I was delighted to
{naw that . this group con-
sisted of members of Citizens
| Advice Bureau and local
‘republlcms I feel that if
the movement continues this
type of work they will

e

® “It's not bad really.

I am afraid you will just have to
take your place on the housing list”.

indeed achieve the long
sought after, freedom that
Frank Ryan, Sean Russell
and George Plant worked so
hard for. 1 would like to
finish by expressing my
gproval of the progressive
ught which is published
in your paper each month,

Seamus Ryan,

Palmerstown,
Co. Dublin,

THE ERNE CAFE
4 Parnell Street
(200 yards from O'Connell
St., Dublin)

Lunches, Teas, Snacks etc.
Prop. MICHAEL BOYLE
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Fine Gael's Death-Bed Repentance

HARLIE ;'Fingers" (in
every pie) Haughey,
the Mmlsger for Finlngling,
I mean Finance, must think
he knows better than the
famous American politician
who averred that you can't
fool all the people all the
time,

Either that or he believes
the Irish people are ex-
tremely gullible. Consider
his statement after the
announcement of the deval-
uation of the pound last
November: “I can see no
Treason why the cost of
living should be affected
here as a result of the
devaluation by Britain”.

Who d Haughey
. In the
v same editions of the
newspapers in which his
“Keep-calm-boys™ speech
was printed there appeared
reports of imminent in-
in the prices of
, tea, petrol, oils,
tobacco, timber, copper,
fertilisers and many other
commodities.

Cost of living

ND if the increases in
price of these items
‘does not raise the cost of
essentials like foodstuffs,
fares. housing, etc., then
T'm a devalued Dutchman.
By the time these few
notes and comments appear
in print T am ready to bet
my last precious dollar that
the cost of living will have
gone up several points.
Remember Charlie
Haughey’s rash words dur-
ing 1968 (I can see no
reason why the cost of liv-
ing should be affected here,
etc, etc’) and ram them
back down his throat at
every opportunity, by writ-
ing to him, to the papers
and generally kicking up a

and his minions,
“We ought to be ashamed of
the pittance on which we
ask the Taoiseach and his
Ministers to live”.

How do you like that? Of
course, we all cannot afford
the standard of living
enjoyed by Ministers — or
directors of “national”
newspapers for that matter.

But may I ask by what
right the wealthy newspaper
magnates demand of the
ordinary people, by way of
increased taxes I suppose,
that they give vastly in-
creased salaries to the
politicians who are ruining
our country?

Setting example

THERE were but a few
phrases in the same
editorial  with which I
agreed wholeheartedly.
They were as follows: “It is
entirely proper that
Ministers of State should
set an example for the rest
of the country. They are
expected to live soberly,
avoid shady dealings and
not get arrested for drunken
driving"”. 4

I agree. Ministers should,
of course, set such example
— by frugal living, un-
ostentatious behaviour,
reasonable salaries and a
standard of living in keep-
ing with their status as
public servants in a demo-
cratic Republic struggling
to keep its head above
water.

How different from tne
home life of our own dear
queers! Consider the
Mercedes cars_ the colonial-
type suburban residences,
the expensive clothes and

stink about this

Free currency

NCIDENTALLY, it amuses

me greatly to see Fine:

Gael, of all people, calling
for the setting up of an in-
dependent currency—some-
thing Republicans have
been scorned for seeking
for many years. This surely
is a death-bed repentance
— but it will fool nobody.

Neither will Charlie
Haughey’s vaunted plan to
have a Bill passed giving
the 26-County Government
apparent power to control
its own currency and to fix

wigs, the Iavish banquets
and cocktail parties, the
£100 Taca dinners, the
perks and pick-ups for
hidden par h an
directorships, the 'hand-
overs for shady deals in
land and property — in

short the whole dirty, rotten
set-up which is sucking the
life-blood out of the Irish
people in the name of
government.

saying:

How long more must we
put up with it?

£600 suite

'T is not inappropriate at

this point to consider
also the £ bathroom
suites recently installed in
Government Buildings —
the news of which I gave
a few months back. Since
then Mr, Haughey has ad-
mitted having a duck-egg
blue suite installed in his
offices at a cost of £600.

In contrast read this re-
port of a meeting of the
Cork Health Authority, “‘I
was shocked and amazed’,
said Mr. T. J. O'Sullivan at
the meeting -when he said
that on a recent visit to the
Cork Mental Hospital he
found that a portion of the
Hospital (St. John's Ward)
contained 53 patients and a
staff of from six to eight
with only one toilet and
three small wash-basins, ‘I
think it is an indictment of
this Authority that such
things can be allowed,” said
Mr. O’Sullivan.

“He said that the ground
on which the building stood
was level and there was no
reason why adequate toilet
and washing facilities could
not be provided for an ex-

. penditure of from £400 to
£500”

Opportunity

S I said- — £600 bath-
room suites for
Ministers, ‘nothing for the
poor. Cherishing all the
children of the nation
equally, how are ye?
But then that’s Ireland
1968 for you — land of
opportunity, if you are a
Fianna Failer, a Taca-man,
a son, daugh!er, widow,
uncle, aunt, cousin or in-law
of a Fianna Fail Minister or
deputy; island of quids and
dollars, if you know the
right people.

And all the right people

are in the know.
‘MAC DARA

—

Why Unionists Abolished PR.

OVER the months I have
written quite a bit on
the power of the Orange
Order on the Government
ere. This was once again
demonstrated by a blatant
example of favouritism
which was exposed in recent
weeks, and exposed, not by
a Nal(nnallst or Republican,
but by a person whose loyal-
ties, presumably, would be
with status quo.

Apparently Co. Antrim
Council is owed some £800
in rates payable on Orange
Halls throughout the county,
some of which have been

rate free for 13 years! Can
you imagine a housing
tenant being allowed to

forego his rent for more
than a week or two without
the ‘bailiffs being called in?
But then, one mustn't insult
the hand that feeds the
mouth,

3000 Vacant

This was seen as a direct
challenge to Craig's ban, but
no action was taken by the
R.U.C. til] almost a week
later, the 13th. On that day
most of those mentioned in
the article were visited and
&uestloned by the police.

embers of ~ the Queen’s
University Republican Club
also were questioned.

Lynch and R.UC.

During the ‘lost ” six days
of December 7th to 13th, a
notable personality, Mr. Jack
Lynch, visited his northern
outpost at Belfast and ran
foul of our famed Mr. Ian
Paisley and some of his
henchmen who hurled snow-
balls at An Taoiseach’s car.
Two of the throwers had
their names taken by the
police and then, within a
matter of hours, republicans
are visited by these same

In Belfast, with its
accommodation shortage of
8,000-9,000, plus another
3,000 if the ring-road pro-
ject gets off the ground, it
is scandalous to learn that
within the city boundary,
3,000 houses are lying vacant
because the owners either
have no wish to carry out
repairs or have just lost
interest in them. All such
property should be requisi-
tioned by the Government
and made available to those
on the housing list. But this
would interfere with the
private enterprise system,
the backbone of Unionism,

On December 7th, “City
Week,” a Belfast weekly
newspaper owned by the
Morton organisation, ran a
special two-page article on
the banned Republican Clubs
_using the heading ‘Outside
The Law.’ The article was
fair, unbiased, illustrated by
photographs of the various
personalities, and gave the
names (permission given by
those concerned) of Liam
Mulholland, . Patsy Quinn,
Rebecca McGlade, and many
others.

of law and order.

Somehow my interpreta-
tion of the ]latter issue is
that Craig had to placate the
wilder members of his party
and what better than to
challenge the would-be
destroyers of ‘loyal Ulster’?
Mrs, McGlade in a press
interview intimated that the
members of the various
clubs banned by Willie Craig
are prepared to challenge
his edict in the courts if he
tries to enforce his ban.
(One wonders if the ban was
discussed by O’Neill and
Lynch over their Stormont
dinner.)

5\

P.R. and the North

The proposed changes in
the Irish constitution will,
with one major exception,
be welcomed by all thinking
people who have the inte-
rests of Irish unity at heart.
With one-third of the total
population of Ireland not of
the Roman Catholic faith,
and people who see nothing
morally wrong in divorce

QREPUBLICAN CLUB NEWS + REPUSLICAN CLUD NEWS + REPUCLICAN CLUB igp

MR. CRAIG — CAREER AS A CLOWN?

NE law for the rich; one

it} their  philanthropy
Rt t heir

rates
ently of the pound sterling.
This is sheer window-dress
ing, since we are inextric-
ably linked with sterling
through our reserves, our
trade and our total depend-
ence on Britain.

Rises for the boys

ND while the citizens of
this benighted statelet
prepare for leaner times in
1968, what do you think the
politicians are doing? Why,
getting ready to vote them-
selves increases in salary,
no less! The Taoiseach and
his Ministers are doing
nicely at the moment, thank
you, but are not satisfied
with what they are gelting.
The Taoiseach gets nearly
£5,000 a year or approxi-
mately £100 a week. His
Ministers get £3,700 a year
or approximately £75 a
week,

1 know old age pension-
ers, widows and poor people
who have to live on less
than £2 a week. Is this the
equality that Fianna Fail
boast about? Shame, shame,
shame,

Shame on them

ND greater shame that
such papers as the
“Irish Independent” should
support this move for bigger
galaries for these public
gervants. In editorial

t”  advocated
f:npay for the Taoiseach

law for the poor—one
i d a

never - extended to tl
lonies and

law for
different i
people, But not until these
differences in what should
be one ‘impartial body of
Jaw are ’challenged is the
essential weakness of the
ruling elements in Ireland
made clear. The present
plight of Mr, Craig, Mini-
ster for Home Affairs in the
Six Counties, seems to have
come straight from a comedy
by Sheridan, but for the
jmportant consequences to
any semblances of Demo-
cracy in the Six Counties.

Cumann’ llegal ?

The Students’ Repyblican
Club, at present supposedly
illegal, can become legal and
operate—if not with the

inister’s blessing, at least
with  his t—if the

an
law for ‘safer’:

Craig’s Lost Sleep

The existence of this
prima facie illegal organisa-
tion sems to have weighed
heavily on the mind of the
Minister: we hear he has lost
sleep, trying to legalise a
Club  which he does not
agree with, but which, as a
democrat, he believes should
have the right to exist.. So
much was he concerned, in
fact, that he persuaded a
deputation of the Club to
meet him to discuss the
matter, He, firstly, assured
the deputation that there
would be no difficulty about
the Club being legalised, if
it became a society or an
association; and, secondly,

5
name of the Club is changed
to ‘ Republican Society '—or
like name; but according to
the order made by Mr. Crajg,
Republican Clubs or like
organisations are illegal. If
the Republican Club in
Queen’s is illegal now, then
if it changes its name it will
still be a like or

he wanted the Club to accept
rveill b

ce hy the

Police and to submit lists of
members to his ministry
whenever wanted,  This
latter condition is the more
sinister part of the Mini-
ster’s legalistic twistings; it
demonstrates the fear of
Republicanism that domi-
nates the Unionist n‘\llnd 'und
utist .

hesitate to think what
would haxépen if the Club
used the Gaelic form of its
name, for the word ‘cumann’
can be translated as ‘club,’
‘soclety,” ‘association’ or
‘like ' term. The vagueness
of the order, however, is not
without purpose : the order
is an_ attempt to cloak in
suitable lega] abstractions
the use of an absolutist
power which the En%llsh
rejected in 1688, It is a

t!

mentality of the ruling
powers, a mentality that
finds uncomfortable parallels
in South Africa, Zimbabwe
and South Viet Nam where
‘safe’ or. ‘constitutional’
parties are allowed to exist
providihg they either co-
operate in the exploitation
of the people of their own
country or provide no
serious opposition to the
absolutism of the ruling
Jjunta,

The Students considered
the Minister’s proposals, but
decided to reject them as
they considered that any
compromise of their civil
rights would facilitate the
enforcement of a dictatorial
piece of legislation which
they opposed in toto.
subsequent meeting of the
Students' Representative
Council passed by an over-
whelming majority a motion
declaring the moral right of
the Club to exist. Member-
ship_now numbers 200, but
the Police have as yet taken
no action, though the Union
hbuilding at the Universit
is under constant surveil-
lance by the Special Branch,
A letter of congratulation
and  support has been
received from the Campaign
for Democracy in Ulster, and
they have invited the Club
to send two delegates to
explain their case at a meet-
12%% in London on January

h,

Fears Students

The powerlessness of the
minister to implement the
ban on the Queen’s Club is
evidence of the fear the
minister has of student
opinion, the mass of which
supports the right of Repub-
licans to organise and asso-
clate. Student opinion could
be decisive in beating this
outrageous ban,

‘A machine can break men
or make things, but cannot
make men—only slaves.”
This truism_of Pearse's finds
a parallel in the attempts of
the ruling class in Ireland
to keep the students in a
University away from con-
cerning themselves with any-

thing other than the con-
fines of what is too often a
narrow course designed to
produce neatly-manufactured
cogs that will function
efficiently and quietly in the
machine - that only benefit
the rulers. In Ireland,
where Education is largely
the preserve of the rich, it
is important for those inte-
rests that benefit from the
sell-out of their own country
to keep thoughts of justice
and morality away from the
minds of those who get
education: student power is
the antithesis of this, for it
demands that the student be
aware of his environment
and understang his situation,
taking an active and think-
ing part in the world he
lives in. It is the job of the
Student Republican Clubs to
work for this greater aware-
ness among students, and it
is this job that they are in
the process of doing.

Bhi mic leinn Bhaile Atha
Cliath  an-ghnothnach le
deanai in aghaidh disheil-
bhithe mhuintir na hEireann
ata ar siul ag dreamanna
airithe, idir duchasacha agus

coigriocha. Cuireadh piceid
ar oifigi Ghuiness and
Mahon, bancaeiri mhora a

_bheas ag fail bhrabuis mhoir
0 chaitheamh an phobail
amach ar na sraideanna; mar
ta deich mile daoine ag lorg
tig conaithe faoi lathair na
huaire i mBaile Atha Cliath,
agus na daoine ata a chaith-
eamh amach is raid an Mhota
ni bheidh aon rogha acu ach
fanuint ar na sraideanna no
dul trasna na farraige go
dti ‘the land of the free’
agus bas a fhail i Viet Nam.

Bhi cruinniu speisiuil ann
le deanai chomh maith in
Ostlann  Moira age pleadh
ceist diothu Viet Nam;

and the use of contraception
in marriage, it would be
utterly hypocritical to deny
them these rights, although,
as yet, the latter issue has
been dodged.

. The exception referred to
is the desire to abolish the
proportional representation
system of voting which is,
of course, the method used
at present in elections with-
in the Twenty-Six Counties
area. If the voters allow
P.R.,. which is generally
considered to be the fairest
means of electing a govern-
ment, to go, then they will
have a purely oligarchical
state, the chosen few being
the wiseacres of Fianna
Fianna Fail with perhaps
some little help from Fine
Gael. Republicans and
Labourites in a changed
system of voting would be
relegated to the status of
also-rans and the apparent
recipient of the ‘protest
vote.”

Unionist Reasoning

Up_till the late twenties
the North used the P.R.
system and was able to
return a substantial anti-
Unionist opposition. With
the current one-man-constitu-
ency elections the Unionists
have a walk-over at the
elections which was the
desired effect in changing
from P.R. The lack of unity
among opposition forces, the
claims to being a deeper
green than their rivals has
helped to perpetuate the
Unionist majority.

‘Whatever happens within
the jurisdiction of Leinster
House, Jack Lynch and his
cohorts must not be allowed
to further sell the people of
the Twenty-Six Counties, and
we of the Northern six,
short. His intention of
changing the method of
voting must be thwarted and
it is up to the folk in the
position of providing opposi-
tion to do so.

FRANK HEGARTY

HE College Historical
Society, T.C.D., recently
placed the UNITED IRISH-
MAN on order for their
library. The “Hist”, as
this society is popularly
own, was the society of
which Wolfe Tone was a
member during his time at
Trinity. We welcome this
renewed link between a
society which has historic
associations with the
founder of Republicanism
and the UNITED IRISH-
MAN, the tone of which is
Wolfe Tone.

ceapadh ag daoine airid nach
raibh Guth na hEireann faoi
Viet Nam °‘respectable’ go
leor, ce go bhfuil an dream
sin  th'reis sar-obair a
dheanamh chun coinsias na
nGael a dhuisiu  faoin
tacaiocht ata rialtas na 26
gCondae ag tabhairt dosna
hlmpeirealaigh ag Comh-
thiono] Ginearalta na
Naisiun Aontaithe.

U Thant

Socraiodh, amh, sa deireadh
go ndeanfai iarracht sinithe
a bhailiu i geoir impi ar an
rialtas a pholasai a athru
agus tacaiocht a thabhairt do
U Thant agus don Phapa a
d'iarr ar na Meiriceannaigh
stad a chur leis an buamail
i Viet Nam. Ta ana-speis
ag na mic leinn san abhar
seo, agus ta ar na Cumainn
Phoblachtanacha a  thais-
peaint meid na cosulachta
idir cas na hEireann agus
cas Viet Nam: ta an da-thir
roinnte mar gheall ar
laidreacht a namhad, agus ta
daoine beaga ag diol amach
saoirse a dtire i geoir airgid
is oir; ach nior ghlac muintir
Viet Nam leis an treigean
sin agus ta siad ag troid go
dian in aghaidh na bPon-
canach. Ta daoine in Eirinn,
freisin, nach bhfuil sasta
glacadh le treigean agus
dlothu a dtire.
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There is 2 third set of
ideas which has found its
without universal apprecia-
i of the qualifications

which

best suited; output as a
‘whole, over the entire pro-
ductive world, will be at
the highest level possible.
Completely free trade is

properly go with those
here that

to this happy state
of affairs, of course, since
hindrances to international
trade (tariffs or quantita-
tive restrictions) will pre-
fullest possible
ion and will thus

in connec-
tion with the Common vent the
Market is d. In iali
contemporary debate,

“tariff° has become an ex-
pression of odium; tariffs
are said to obstruct and
retard

reduce output below the
potential maximum. Given
free trade, however, special-
iisation will naturally fol-
et ic’ in

garded
absolute good)
sulate the economy from
] f of ‘free com-
petition’ (regarded as a
self-evident need).

It js therefore concluded
that our economic policy
—and specifically our
policy—should be
such as to tend towards a
state of affairs i
agriculture and
operate at a high level of
per capita output (im-
plicitly or explicitly defined
as the level prevailing
in some specified foreign
country) and in which per
lcapita incomes (an ambigu-
ous expression Yo which
attention will be directed a
little later) also attain a

ecified minimum (usually

e level obtaining in the
United Kingdom).

3 S-
tries in particular countries
will find it impossible to
compete with low-cost im-
ports coming in from more
efficient producers abroad
and will be forced to re-
lease their productive re-
sources into activities more
suited to their talents. The
free play of international
market forces will thus
bring about the optimum
distribution of resources,
both i individual
countries and as between
different countries.

EANAIR, 1967

THIS month we publish the concluding part of
Mr. F. T. Nevin’s article on ‘Ireland and the
Common Market’, the analysis of Irish attitudes
towards the Common Market which Sean Lemass
considered dangerous enough to suppress.

Small wonder!

Sean Lemass’s own

Many eO/
magic words, words like “efficiency”, “dynamic”,

“growth”,

“expansion”, and “free trade”, words

which are synonomous with the Sean Lemass
image, were exposed in Dr. Nevin's article as
slanted, ambiguous and riddled with unexamined

half-truths.

Last month’s portion of

Dr. Nevin's thesis

dealt with the basic principles which should govern

export and growth policies.

This month’s portion

discusses economic priorities. What should the aim

of the economy be?
population or

Prosperity for sections of the
for the community as a whole? s

the raising of individual incomes to take precedence

over reversing the population decline?
aim of the Irish economy? Are there

fact, is the

What, in

social objectives, and if so, what are they?

These are the questions that any decision to
abolish the tariff structure in favour of “free
trade” bring to the surface. In the answer of these
questions will be found the answer to the economic
starvation of the western seaboard and the answer
to the school of false economics that would have
Ireland join any “free-trade” area.

T A B P T e T S e B e O = s TRy

world, then it must be pos-
sible for ernal value
‘of the currency to
preciate. As this happens,
the country’s exports be-
come cheaper to foreigners
until, at some level of the
exchange rate, sufficient of
the country’s production
becomes competitive on ex-
port markets to finance the
import of its remaining
needs from abroad.

Each of these assump-
tions, then, is necessary to
the validity of the classicak
comparative cost doctrine.
‘And mot one of them
would hold for Ireland. As
is well known, the effect
of creating unemployment
in a particular industry is
not in reality the transfer
of labour to another indus-
try but unemployment, or
‘migration, or both. Between'
1951 and 1960, for example,
the numbers employed in
agriculture, forestry, and
construction in Ireland fell
by 105000; the numbers
employed in other sectors
of the economy were virtu-
ally unchanged. Wages are
nowadays notoriously fn-
flexible—in a downwards
direction at any rate—and
in Ireland have the added
element of  inflexibility
arising from a close de-
pendence on  prevailing
British ~ wage-rates.
legal parity between the
Irish and UK. pounds
effectively prevents a re-
sort to devaluation—a de-
vice whose efficacy has in
any case been shown by the
experience of 1949 to be,
for various reasons, both
limited in degree and
strictly temporary in
effectiveness.

The essential mechanism
of the process fis thus de-
stroyed for a society such
as Ireland. In' theory, the
employment of resources
in the domestic production
of goods, which can" be
made more cheaply abroad
fimposes a burden, a loss,
on the economy. By shifting
resources to more suitable
activities total output could
be increased, the goods

Now all this r
on a mnumber of
nec assumptions,
some which are of no
articular relevance here,
f crucial importance, how-
are the assumptions
of ‘complete mobility of
Jabour within the country
and the flexibility of wages
(which together un{rly a
continuous  state of full

} nt), and of flexi-

The issues at stake here
are so fund: 1 that it
is worth ‘considering the
theoretical substructure,
which  (usually im?liv,-itl'y,
or even unconsciously) .un-
derlies this type of argu-
ment. In  essence it
embodies the ‘classical”
comparative cost theory, on
which the main corpus of
modern i onal trade
theory still

rests, The doctrine of com-
parative costs holds that
each country must allocate
fits resources amongst ]
activities in which' its pro-
ductive efficiency is highest
(or inefficiency least), re-
lying on imports to provide
aoo for which its produc-
1\ie efficiency i relatively
Tow.

bt )BY ng  this
P e

Clike " ait
sources within a cou )
will mc% itself in the
activities which it s

bi'lﬁy in the foreign ex-
change rate. 'Mobility of
labour is necessary to the
process in order to ensure
that, when it is displaced

from ‘inefficient’ produc-
tion by low-cost imports,
labour " is transferred to

activities where its com-
arative  advanlage 1§
highest. Wage flexibility is
mecessary to the same én
because, when a shift of
labour occurs towards these
activities, wa‘%ﬁsl

the surplus labour
mbedrfmo them. Finally,
flexibility of the exchange
rate lis necessary, If at the
lowest feasible level of
wages and prices a suffici-
ent number of the produc-
tive activities of a country
are still not able to com-

e with Imports moving
n freely from the outside

previously ured at
fome could be imported at
a lower cost, and the
economy as a whole could
secure a net gain, But if
the resources displaced by
imports arf ntaht employed
n

fectly consistent in such a
situation with the optimum
use of resources from the
point of view of the econ-
omy as a whole so long as
the total cost of the local
product is not more than
333 per cent above the
price of the imported
equivalent.

Tt is clear, then, that any
argument which concludes
that ‘ inefficiency’ is neces-
sarily involved wherever a
domestic industry survives
only with the aid
tariff is superficial and in-
‘conclusive.. Inefficiency, in
some meaningful sense of
the word, may indeed be
involved; on the other
‘hand, efficiency, in its
widest sense and for the
economy as a whole, may
be achieved for a particu-
lar country only through
the application of tariffs.
Conversely, the assertion
that the removal of tariffs
will automatically eliminate
inefficiency and raise in-
come and welfare is invalid
as a general proposition;
it may indeed be so, but
it is not at all a self-
evident axiom.

There is a fourth piece
of Jjargon whose in-
adequately-defined use has
hindered intelligent discus-
sion of the Common Market
issue. This is the expres-
sion ‘per capita income’.
Tt is a highly ambiguous
phrase, and upon its in-
terpretation a great deal
may hinge. It can refer
either to the quotient of
the income generated in a
specified period and the
mumber of income-earners,
or it can refer to the quoti-
ent of total income a

population. The
distinction is crucial; the
practical implications of
statements such as ‘the
object of economic policy
is to raise per capita in-
come in Ireland’ will be
entirely different according
to the interpretation
adopted.

For example, suppose
that, in the employment of
a limited volume of re-
sources at their disposal,
the authorities face
choice between ‘construct-
ing, on the one hand, an
enterprise which is highly

else e
this ceases to be true
From the point of view of
society as a whole, the real
cost of producing a com-

'modity is the output
which  the resources con-
cerned could have pro-

‘duced if they had not been
engaged in manufacturing
X, If the alternative to
making X is that the labour
would merely be lost to
the society because of un-
employment or migration

however, then 'the soclal
cost the labour used
up in the production of X
is zero.  Whatever the
'monetary costs involved,
therefore, production in
such a situation is worth-

while so long as the non-
labour costs, direct and in-
direct, are less than the
total value of the commodi-
ties produced. Suppose, for
example, that labour costs
amount to onethird of the
total production cost of a
commodity; a tariff of 33%
per cent on imports of that
commbodity would be per-

capitalistic (in the tech-
mical sense) — such as a
i) lovi
plant, ploying,
way, a hundred men with an
annual  net  output  of
'£1,000 each—or, on the
other hand, several less
highly mechanised  enter-
prises in, say, the wood-
working  trades, which
would employ two hundred
men with an annual net

output of £600 each, Which
should be chosen in the
best interests of economic
,m‘li‘c{‘! If the objective
raising per caplta income’
is interpreted to refer to
output per person at work,
the first is clearly to be
preferred since net output
er employee would be
1,000 a year compared
with £600. The fact that
there would be an extra
ndred men included in
the unemployment returns
would be irrelevant. If, on
the other hand, per capita
fincome is taken to refer to
the whole population, then
the second project is to be
rred, since it will add
120,000 to the national in-
come rather than £100,000.

The  distinction is am
; but it is
the elementary which is
most in danger of being
overlooked. 7
There is one final ob-
scurity in the contemporary
bate which is clearly re-
lated to this last point.
The obscurity is simply
stated: what is meant by
“Ireland’? (The political
question of twentysix or

thirty-two counties is not -

being referred to, of
2 it is said
that membership of the

Common Market will, or
will not, raise incomes, pro-
ductivity, efficiency, etc.
fin Ireland’, what exactly
is meant? The Republic
with its present population
of 2,842,000? Or with some
other defined population?
The Republic with a popu-
lation increasing every year
by its natural increase of
some 25,000 or 26,0007 Or
the Republic with whatever
population it happens to
have at the precise moment
when the question is
asked?

The connection with the
hypothetical problem of
resource-allocation just dis-
cussed is obvious enough. If
the hundred men failing to
get a job when the
chemical works is chosen
simply remain unemployed
it will give (im comparison
with the alternative pro-
Jject) a higher income per
person at work but a lower
average income per head
of total population, If they
had taken the next boat
to Liverpool, however, the
dilemma  would have dis-
appeared. The chemical
plant, by giving a higher
output per person em-
ployed, would also give a
higher income per head of
total population. In this
sort of situation, a society
can have a higher income
per head of total popula-
tion with a smaller popula-
tion, or it can have a lower
average income with a big
ger population. It may be
that, faced with such a
choice, all would agree
where the balance of ad-
vantage lies; it is as well
to acknowledge the exist-
ence of the problem never-
theless.

Al this puts the problem
in its simplest possible
form, In reality things are
complicated by the fact
that if the average income
falls  below a minimum
level emigration will occur
anyway. On the other hand,
that minfmum level cannot
be assumed to be the pre-
vailing  United King(gom
{xvverli&gc'b if it wl;-'re there

ould be scarcely anyone

left in dreland by o
There is a range of
comes, in other words,
within which the dilemma
is encountered and t
policy decision required.

Pulling all this together,
the really crucial gfssues'

sed the Common
Market question begin to
emerge. The concentration
of so much of the con-
temporary debate on the
relative merits off this form

agricultural price sup-
port or that, or on the
prospects of one industry
as compared with another,
has tended to obscure
them. The detailed prob-
lems of agriculture and in-
dustry are, of course, im-

portant and relevant; but
they are not fundamental
in the semse of the issues
discussed here.

What is it, then, that is
at stake? Membership of
the European Economic
Community clearly involves
a primary reliance on free
market forces (as least so
far as industi i

Ty is con-
cerned) and therefore on a
policy _of allowing the
economic  structure of

Ireland to be shaped b
them. By definition, th:e’
use of trade policy—tariffs
and quantitative restrictions
—to influence the size,
nature and location of in-
dustry in the pursuit of
general economic and social
aims must be virtually
abandoned. The Treaty of
Rome contains provisions
whereby protective
measures may be retained
during a transitional
period, of course, but its
primary purpose is to en-
sure that in the long run
they disappear.

The purpose of this paper
has been to suggest that be-
fore any intellizent attempt
can be made to assess the
relative advantages and dis-
advantages  involved in
Ireland’s membership of
the Community, answers
must be defined to ques-
tions such as these:

to  go?—ie,

what sort of

she trying to establi:
How far are popul
movements determin

by the level of i e

and related economic

siderations?  Are t

likely to be influenc

by income changes of

magnitude such as to b

within  the control of

TIrish  economic policy

TOW or in the future?

‘What relative import-
ance should be attached
to raising individual in-
comes, on the one hand,
and retarding, or revers-
ing, population decline on

he other? Does such 2

‘choice really exist?

what  decline in

average level of income

Per person at work IS

equivalent to what gain

of population? Is it total

income or average i

¢ome which is thought to

be important?

How far is non-econ-

omic welfare sacrificed in
A4 process of economic
growth of the kind con-
sidered likely to follow
membership of the
EE. How much
growth is  worth how
much  welfare? Or is
non-economic welfare best
raised only through con-
ventional economic
growth?

‘Whatever the answers
flven to these questions,
t is well to beware of
:atalgtiv indifference, su;‘l\
s that typified by the
attitude that Ireland is in
any case in_ the grip of
Inescapable forces outside
litself. Fatalism of this sort
is commonly encountered,
for example, in the doctrine
that if Britain enters the
Community Ireland will
ll'mve no option but to fol-
ow,




SCIENCE. TECHNOLOGY
AND THE EEC.

This then should suffice to illustrate what could be

by a people determined to draw on its own
spiritual and economic resources by a policy of self-
reliance and who Trefuse accept a 'position of
inferiority before fthe Anglo-American and Common
Market political and economic power blocs. For the.

‘first fime in our history we have the basic “ know-how’

in 2 nucleus of technologists with experience from
abroad and in whose minds the myth of the “foreign
expert” has been shattered forever. Since our govern-
ment cannot grasp this fact, primarily as a result

the failure of their policies for scientific development,
resulting from the appointment of political nominees
without this “know-how”, they must be replaced by
one with faith in the people. For the fact to be known
about “know-how " is “can do”; that is to say that it is
a philosophy of systematic thinking and action essen-
tially, rather than an accumulation of facts or 1

a
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new towns will be built to provide the basis “for the
future “ city states” from which would be generated the
Science, Art and Non‘Predatory Morality of the future
Ireland. The whole question of reintegration of the popu-
lation of the mation is essentially revolutionary in
character and in conformity with Connolly’s principle that
Ireland as distinct from her people means nothing since
the ways and means adopted cannot be r d with
fai Ni h

tion in the production of agricultural commodities would
be' augmented by the popularisation of more sophisticated
cooking methods so as to provide a local market for the
absorption of the ities, thereby ci ing for
restriction on the imports of “luxury ™ commodities.

One immediate benefit from reciprocal trade rela-
tions with the USSR. would be the availability of mining

the lai e or school approach to
economics which now dominates the thinking of Fianna
Fail and Fine Gael.

British Stranglebold

The fiscal policies adopted would include state control
of credit, control of investment of Irish savings a
capital abroad, which could not be controlled in EEC,
together with the substantial repatriation of existing Irish
Foreign investments to provide part of the capital needed
for building up the national industry. Long term credits
for plant and equipment are also obtainable and in case
of deals with the USSR. are Kaya’b’le not necessarily in
cash but in kind. It is noteworthy that barter deals on an
international scale now appear highly feasible with the
news in the “Observer” of February 5th that the com-
pany Emerson Associated under its Chairman Mr. Henry
Klonarides has negotiated deals for such reputable con~
cerns as Dexion and the David Brown Corporation. Klon-
arides’ activities in this field were stimulated by the dis-
covery from U.N. sources of nearly 500 bilateral agree-
ments which indicated that over half the world’s trade
was conducted in this way. On the continent companies
such as the Andre Cie of Lausanne, with 5000 world-
wide agents, a fleet of freighters and a vast telex com-
munications network, conduct an extremely lucrative
business in this field.

There remains the question of our major industrial
export of agricultural produce, The stranglehold, which
Britain has on our economic life as our major, and for all
practical purposes, only customer, must be broken by
seeking markets elsewhere and these are obviously not
obtainable in the six E/E.C. countries or for that matter
in the E.F/T.A. countries. In the event that Britain should
hold our economy to ransom for any reason, by virtue of
her commitments in EJE.C. for example, or our insistence
on the immediate reintegration of the six counties in the
Irish nation, which must necessarily be the policy of a
revolutionary government, reliance might well be placed
on the USS.R. and the Communist States to absorb the
bulk of our agricultural produce. This will involve good-
will primarily on our side including the immediate open-
ing up of diplomatic relations. The export of agricultural
produce could be on a barter basis for techmical assist-
ance. Not only Cuba but Egypt has benefitted from such
reciprocal arrangements. It is pertinent to recall that
when the U.S. refused to buy sugar from Cuba, which is
the largest exporter of this commodity in the world (pro-
duction 6,000,000 tons per annum) the USSR. agreed to
take the surplus in h for ical aid
other things. Similarly the US.SR. stepped in to save
the Aswan High Dam project for Egypt when that country
refused to accept US. aid with strings. By showing her
independence in this way, although her leaders are anti-
communist, Egypt merited in Soviet eyes this and other
assistance.

In order to diversify the marketing of agricultural
commodities an Agricultural Produce Marketing Board
would be set up. One of the functions of the board would
be to obtain worldwide customers for the products of

meat pr plants, ini alt the ad-
vantages scale thereby, together with the associated re-
covery of byproducts such as glue, gelatin, bone char and
b 1 itier &/ wi

ils. It becomes z revolutionary force when its cus-
todians are imbued with the fervour to share it with
others who are fin turn willing to relearn and
reorientate what in many cases is already known to
them.

What has been written so far has mainly concerned.

the chemical industry, Otber Irish scientists and tech-
nologists can tell of other possibilities some of whom
have returned with a view to setting up industries in
Ireland but failed to receive from the government the
necessary grants which are to all intents and purposes
reserved only for foreigners (“No Irish need apply”).
Mr. Norman Smythe, for example, envisages a group of
light industries based on the expansion and diversifica-
tion of Irish Steel Holdings Ltd. and cites packaging

hinery, material dli it, process equip-
ment and steel office furniture. In addition to these the
manufacture of pumps, valves and fittings of corrosion
resistant material may be cited. The manufacture of
printing ink on a large ‘scale and more paintworks utilis-
ing the most modern and economic methods of producing
specialist paints and protective coatings demanded by
industry are also cited by Mr. Smythe,

Problem of Population

But in all discussion on economic development we
must return to the problem of population. Unlike the
other developing countries, we suffer from a shortage
of people, let alone technical skills, caused by emigra-
tion, and to sustain the economic growth consequent on
large scale developments will require not only that emi-
gration be halted but that it be reversed so that there
is a net influx of people preferentially with large
families and the required skills, These must be rehabili-
tated as in Israel by the provision of guaranteed social
welfare benefits, promotional rights on ability, pensions,
housing, etc. The “too old at 35" policy adopted in
imitation of management procedures in developed
countries must be made illegal on humanitarian as well
as National grounds since it militates against the return
of large families so vital for our future. At the same time
the general policy will be one of dlscigline‘d and dedicated
National effort, and to maintain our balance of payments
the curtailment of luxury imports. Farm co-operatives
would be set up on the line of the Israeli Kibbutz or on
the basis of the Ralahine Farm of County Clare in the
Jast century or following the lines of development laid
down tze patriot priest Father McDyer of Glencolm-
cille, These farms could be used as “surge capacity” to
absorb large of r motivated
by a jotic call to save the nation until the surplus
could be relegated to new industrial centres around ch

‘the use of the glands of
specialised cattle for the manufacture of expensive per-
fumes. Similar considerations would apply in the de-
velopment of large scale fish processing plants following
the establishment of a viable fishing industry. Diversifica-
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e 'S an highly skilled and experienced
in the exploration for indigenous raw materials. (It may
be noted that in the USSR, computer techniques have
been recently successful in disclosing vast new mineral
reserves, especially of gold.) It will be recalled that some
years ago when UBS. exploration teams failed to find
petroleum in India, the Indian government availed of the
services of a team of mining engineers from the USSR.
who were successful. Iff may be noted that US. and
British experts have claimed that there is no petroleum
in Guyamo although this country adjoins Venezuela, the
third largest producer of petroleum in the West. Big
powers have a way of locking up the resources of little
powers until their own run dry and so as to suffer no
imitation in their markets in the meanwhile. While
Tynagh ore is now being exported because the quantities
realised are claimed to be too small to support a viable
indigenous smelting works we may take note of the
slowness of foreign exploration teams in discovering ex-
tensive ore seams or natural gas and petroleum. And we
may also note, to our advantage if we wish to avail of the
information, that whilst foreign monopolists fear econ-
omic nationalism the Soviet Union welcomes it on ideo-
logical grounds. And it is finally noteworthy that the
opening up of diplomatic and trade relationships by small
countries with the communist bloc with a view to obtain-
ing economic aid very often elicits aid not hitherto forth-
coming from the countries of origin of these monopolists.

Towards the Future

This then is a contribution to a policy of a party or
parties willing to take the future in its hands in the name
of the Irish people and go forward to the august destiny
to which we have been called in the 1916 proclamation.
No longer must England and English industrial practices
serve as the prototype of our endeavours. We must realise
as the more progressive [English technologists have
realised for some time that English industrial manage-
ment practices are largely redundant and not allow *ex-
perts” from this tradition of inefficiency to guide our
efforts. Here in Ireland and amongst Irish exiles there
is a mine of technological ‘know-how’ awaiting to be
tapped by a revolutionary government, ie. one with® a
scientific outlook and imbued with scientific ideas and
we must realise clearly that the failure to utilise its own
human resources by the present a ormer governments
underlies the confession of failure implied by the pro-
posal to enter EELC. Thus “breaking the connection
with England” and “ Sinn Fein” take on a2 much more
urgent significance for this generation than even for the
men of 1916, as the necessity to use these slogans now
implies the possibility of our subservience to the EE.C.
economic imperialisms and the' destruction of the Trish
nation in a new and more insidious Act of Union. Is it #
then too much to hope for that miracle from God *“to
ripen in the hearts of the young men of today t!
sown by the young men of a former generation

This month we print the concluding part of a

paper produced by the Science and Technology

Sub-Committee of the Wolje Tone Society on

Irish technology and its possible development
outside of the Common Market.
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Craig dithers while

the North

laughs

‘HE cloud that has hung
over Republican Clubs
throughout the Six Count-
ies since the imposition of
the Craig Ban lifted some-
what last month and re-
vealed some of the areas
which have come out in
open defiance of the Ban.
The tide of confusion
which the Ban originally
generated among clubs has
turned against its author
and could well engulf him.
In Belfast, representat-
ives of four clubs met and
elected a2 Republican Direc-
torate for the area for the
coming year. The three
Jeading officials are: Chair-
man, Liam Mulholland; Sec-

Patsy Quinn, and
Press Officer Rebecca
M(Glade A reporter from

Cityweek, 2 Belf5t weekly,
zttended the meeting and a
two page feature on the
Republican Clubs appeared
on the 7th December. To
date, there has been no
news of a swoop on the
offices or plant of the cour-
ageous Cityweek.

Mr. Craig, reeling under
the adverse reaction Lo his
ban, generated among all
shades of opinion by the
QUB. Republican Club,
which has no connection
with the City clubs, failed
to take any action under
the Ban apart from attempt-
ing a little police intimida-
tion.

The newly elgcted chair-
man, Mr. Mulhofland, stated
that the clubs had never
accepted the ban and that
they would be willing to
fight it in the International

urts because they were
sure of victory. He de-
scribed it as “a blatant de-
mial of the human liberties

of free speech and free
association which  were
guaranteed the United

Nations Charter” He
claimed that the ban was
illegal as Britain was a sig-
mnatory of the charter and
therefore it automatically
applied to the Six Count-
let He said that the ban
“a sop to extreme
I'Unionllt elemem.t
Mr, Mulholland declared
1‘,hlt it was
central committee to
ﬂzht the bln and therefore

thﬂ inte m ut nly

- He ‘ political
party. was
quite sure that new

policy would win the Re-
publican Clubs the support
of the people. He felt that

for too long Sinn Fein, as

the Republican body which
had asked the people for a
mandate, had over-emphas-
ised the unity of Ireland
question to the detriment
of the social question
which had always been a
foundation of the Republi-
can movement,

Mr. James McFall, Secre-

tary of the Andersonstown
Republican Club stated that
it was t feeling within
the clubs that the Minister
of Home Affairs was un-
willing to bring the leaders
or members of the clubs
to court. The ban was not
being enacted. ““How could
it be when our club has
written to and received
replies from City Hall even
though we are outlawed?”

Press officer for the
Central Committee, Rebecca
McGlade, said she thought
that in the more moderate
Loyalist circles public opin-
ion was no longer against
Republicans.

Several members had re-
ported that since the clubs
had become active in com-
munity affairs they had to

openly meet ople from
different  politic parties
and in the majority of

cases had heen treated with
respect, *‘They might not
agree with what we think,
but today they seem to be
willing to give us a chance
to talk, I think this is what

the Government is afraid
of and this is why they
have tried to drive us

underground and brand us
as militants. Many of our
members are completely
opposed to force”

She said that most people
were getting rid of the

idea that “Sinn Feiners”
were diehards who ran
around tryin to  shoot
everybody and had horns

and talls as suggested by
some extremists,

Younger members of the
Republican  Clubs  inter-
viewed dismissed the
Govemment argument about

link between the clubs

md t’he IRA by saying:—
“It is well Kknown that
members of the Unionist
party are Ts of the
outlaw UVF md vice-
versa but that does not

HE order S.R. & 0. No.
42 banning “Republican
Clubs and like organisations
howsoever described ” was
issued on March 7th, 1967,
together with an order ban-
ning any parades commem-
orating the Fenian rising
of 1867. By sheer coincid-
ence the orders were issued
two months before the local
elections,

The Unionist alarmists
hopred that the suggestion of

“ subversive activity” would
provide the Unionist-brain-
washed section of the elec-
torate with the necessary
stimulus to flock to the polls
and ensure a massive
Unionist victory. Moreover,
they hoped that by banning

this fast growing and per-
l‘ectly legitimate organisa-
tion they would placate the
Paisleyite faction and heal
the split in the Unionist
ranks.

‘Absurdity and totalitari-
anism were present almost
in equal proportions in
both orders. Both were to
prove more an embarrass-
ment than an asset to the
Unionist Government. The
order banning Parades was
openly defied. Easter Par-
ade organisers made a point
of stating that the Fenians
were to be given a place of
honour equal to that of the
men of 1916 in the parades
and far from being intimi-
dated by the illegality of
the proceedings the nation-
ally minded populace turned
out in numbers exceeding
even the splendid display of

6.

In Newry Dr. Padraic
Quinn, in a graveside ora-
tion, said that the Minister
had issued an order he
could not enforce. The orga-
nisers in Newry had openly
defied the ban and if Craig
were to be consistent he

should arrest them all.
“Being all wind and blus-
ter,” said Dr. Quinn, “he

mean that Lralg bans the
Unionist Party.”

In Newry, the Oliver
Craven Republican  Club,
under the energetic leader-
ship of Dan Moore, has
openly and successfully de-
fied the Ban. He admitted,
however, that the Ban had
an inhibiting effect upon
older mémbers and preven-
ted successful recruitment
of younger Feuplu,

Despite this, the new
social emphasis in Newry Is
proving successful and like
the Clubs in Belfast, the
Oliver Craven Club has got
recognition at local level
from the Newry Urban and
rural area Councils, He pro-
duced a letter from Newry

UDC. complimenting the
llepuhluun Club on their
intergst in local affairs and
noting that their recom-
mendations in relation to
traffic problems in the town
had been accepted. Craig,
he thought, had bitten off
more than he could chew,
and the enlightened atti-
tude of Local Authorities
towards the Republican
g}rbs in many areas proved

will do nothing” — a fore-

cast which proved only too
* true.

The issue of the banned
Clubs was to prove a much
longer affair. In Queens Uni-
versity members of opposi-
tion groups within the
University formed “ The
Joint  Action Committee
Against the Suppression of
Liberties.” At a meeting of
the society on 8th March it
was decided to hold a pro-
test march to the city hall
protesting against the Ban.
It was decided to form a
Republican Club in defiance
of the ban and a committee
was elected under the chair-
manship of Pat Fahy. Under
the terms of the Order the
legal position of the Club
was very much in doubt—
the order banned “Republi-
can Clubs and like organisa-
tions ” but made no attempt
to define a Republican Club
or to state what exactly con-
stituted a like organisation.
Craig made his position
clear in a statement that “it
would not be only unwise
but illegal for any organiza-
tion even if constitutional
in character to call itself a
Republican Club. It was now
clear that the order was
aimed at the very concept
of Republicanism and that
the Minister had taken it on
himself to ban two words in
the English language at
least when used together.

March

Preparations for the pro-
test march went on in spite
of a last minute ban by the
‘Academic Council of the
University. It took place on

HE fewpans «

@ Reelected to the Belfast Republican Clubs’
left: Liam Mulholland, (chairman), Patsy Qul.n
offiy

Friday, March 10th, and in
spite of the ban and the
fact that it was the last
day of term, the march was
well attended and gained
wide publicity. Tt was fol-
lowed next day by another
protest march against the
Special Powers Act, organ-
ised by the young Socialists
of South Belfast.

Meanwhile, the Univer-
sity Republican Club app-
lied to the students Repre-
'sentative Council for recog-
nition. This was subse-
quently granted and the de-
icision referred to the
Academic Council for con-
firmation. In May, a meeting
of the Club was held under
the auspices of the Marxist
Society, which was add-
ressed by Tom Mitchell, Roy
Johnson and Eoin O Murchu.
With the advent of the
summer vacation the issue
of the Queens Club died
down somewhat.

Student Reaction

The issue was revitalized
when a letter was received

by the president of ‘the
SR.C. stating that their
legal advisers had told

them that they were pre-
vented from recognising the
club because under the
terms of S.R. & 0. 42 it was
an illegal organization.
Reaction in the univer-
sity was immediate and viol-
ent. Motions deploring the
acquiescence of the Univer-
sity authorities in the face of
this flagrant breach of Civil
Rights were passed over-
whelmingly at the Union
Debating Society and the
New Ireland Society where
all shades of political opin-
ion united to support the

cer.)

directorate at the recent A.G.M.
n (secretary) and Rebecca MeGlade (Press
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HE GLUBS

Students show the way

right of Republican Clubs to
exist.

A meeting of the Joint
Action Committee urged
students to join the Repub-
lican Club. It was also de-
cided to hold a protest
march to the Glengall St.
headquarters of the Union-
ist Party. As soon as the
decision was announced an
organisation purporting to
be the “Unionist Trades
Union Association "
announced their intention
of holding a meeting in
Glengall Street at the same
time as the march with the
avowed intention of *educ-
ating a little further these
so-called intellectual De-
spite this blatant provoca-
tion and implied threat of
violence the R.UC. did not
ban the proposed -neetmg
Neither did they object
when the “R an Pai.
ley announced
going to hold a public
meeting of the Ulster Pro-
testant Volunteers in Shaft-
esbury Square on the pro-
posed route of the protest

®
-

the Minister
Affairs and thus
possibility of a
faction fight which .’r ey
hoped for.

1,500 Protest

1,500 Queen's
and representatives
Stranmillis Training

ege, St. Joseph's Tral
iCollege, UC.D. and Lee
Unive! walked
miles in a bitter Novem
wind to present a letter
protest to the Min
Private  Secretary

From
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@ Students marching to Belfast City Hall to protest against the ban on Republican Clubs. At the right, carrying the banner is Brian Patterson, Q.U.B. Republican Club secretary.

'Paper-Tiger " Craig encourages Orange provocation

and police intimidation . . .

the d ed a b ‘andl i bershi

meet; le in  cards were printed.

Shlﬂ?: ug s%qul;igp eand Meanwhile a petition was
0!

en scuttled off to the
City Hall thinking the stud-
ent. march had been re-
routed there. Due to the re-
straint of the students, the
day passed without serious
incidents despite the efforts
of the occupants of a car
which drove slowly along
the half-mile length of the
rocession shouting Paisley-
fte slogans and waving a
Union Jack. The Police
made no attempt to stop
this blatant provocation.

Petition

(After the march, arrange-
menuerwere made to enrol

drawn up protesting against
the ban and circulated
among members of the staff
and student hody. This will
be presented to Parliament

turbed - an {
cate the mounting tide of
resentment, offered to show
the students how to organ-
ize themselves so as mot to
come in conflict with the
Jaw. The Republican Club

. at the Unlven.ﬂymwas not

€ mem-

vestigate the offer and a
four-man deputation com
prising the chairman of th
Club, the President of
SRC., and two members of
the Joint Action Committee
paid a visit to the Minister
of Home Affairs

Club would be under con-

nt  police surveillance
and could be banned at a
moment’s notice.

Action Committee

P he
informed them that to
become legal they must
change their name to the
“Republican  Soclety” or
the “Republican Associa-
tion” — the underlying
assumption seeming to be
that “assoclations” or “soci-
etles” were all right but
that * clubs ” were somehow

‘.l\;gl‘:ly had consistently main-
tained that t‘he;; sm:,gm no

Further the Min-
ister declared that a list of
h st be

L meeting of
the Joint Action Committee
advised the Club not to
t'hﬂ"lil! its name — it was
felt that to change the name
would be to facilitite en-
forcement of an act which
the Club and the Joint
Action  Committee  had
pledged  themselyes  to
oppose in toto. The stipula-
tion that they must submit
their activities and their

special ecause
t were students. Never-
th:{m they decided to in-

mu
to his Ministry and to the
police at all times, that the

be vetted by
the Special Branch and the
Unionist Government was

rejected outright as a
typical police state condi-
tion. The absurdity of the
order is highlight by the
fact that members of a club
which by the Minister’s own
definition is in no way sub-
versive can be arrested and
imprisoned for the crime of
using a spcclﬂc word in the
English

the Order and its effects is
being compiled and will be
sent to the British Home
Secretary. If necessary the
validity of the Order may be
contested in the Courts. The
Club has received a letter
of support from the Cam-
paign for Democracy in
Ulster and are to send-two

statements on the meeting
were issued by the Joint
Action Committee and the
Republican Club.

Since the announcement,
‘the Chairman and Secretary,
Brian Patterson and Patrick
Murphy, and the chaigman
of the Joint Action Commit-
tee, Rory McShane, have
been questioned by mem-
bers of the Special Branch.

Meanwhile a dossier on

to one of the
Campaign’s meetings on
January 28th.

By their refusal to acqui-
esce while basic human
rights were being attacked,
the students in Q.U.B. have
exposed Bill Craig as a
paper tiger, have showed up
the absurdity and arrogance
of SR. & 0. 42 ‘and its in-
effectuality. And they have
undermined the foundations
of the Special Powers Act.




OCHT

Tl'mrsday, July 26th, 1956.

Liberation Square, Cairo, was crammed with
tens of thousands of Egyptians celebrating the
third anniversary of the Revolution which had
brough! Gamel Abdel Nasser to power. A month
previous the last British troops had scuttled out
of Cario. Powerful searchlights picked out the
figure of Nasser waiting to begin his speech.

At No. 10 Downing St., London, the British
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Prime Minister, Anthony Eden, was giving a
dinner in honour of King Feisal of Iraq, then on
a state visit to Britain.

A minute after Nasser began his speech he
mentioned the name of Ferdinand de Lesseps,
builder of the Suez Canal. At this pre-arranged
signal Egyptian army units waiting at radio con-
trol points along the entire length of the Canal

moved forward and the offices and works of the
Suez Canal Company were occupied at gunpoint
in a matter of minutes.

At Downing Street, Eden’s private secretary
interrupted the dinner party to give him the news
of the nationalisation of the Canal.

An emergency Cabinet meeting was called
immediately.

HE Suez Canal is an artificial waterway about a
hundred miles long which links the Mediterranean
at Port Said with the Red Sea at Suez. Approximately
500 feet wide at the surface with sloping banks it has
a width of the bottom of about 200 feet. As the shortest
and most economic route to India and the East it was
vital to Britain’s trade interests in the Orient. Bismarck
once described it as “the spinal column of the British
Empire”,

To Eden, living in the shadow of Churchill, national-
isation came as the last straw in a series of incidents which
since Nasser's first harressing of Arab nationalism had
precipitated defeat after defeat for British Colonialism
in Arab countries.

On March 1st Cairo Radio backed demonstrations
had at last forced King Hussein of Jordan to summarily
dismiss Glubb, Commander of the Arab Legion and
bundle him out of Jordan in less than 24 hours, Eden’s
almost fanatical hatred of Nasser dates from this
incident. The visit of General Templer, Commander of
the Imperial General Staff to Jordan almost resulted in
Hussein’s overthrow and was only averted by the
Generals precipitate retreat.

When nationalisation occurred Eden was driven by
the “Suez Group” within his own party numbering about
40 hard core Imperialists to the decision to topple Nasser
by any means and restore British prestige as a world
power. From that day onwards the British Premier
sought any and every excuse to use gunboat diplomacy
agains®,Egypt. In a world tettering on the Dulles brink
of war,shis subsequent actions amounted to lunacy.

The Search for War

The birth of ruthlessness in Eden found sympathetic
echoes in two other countries. France, another colonial
power fighting Arab-nationalism in Algeria had even more
cause than England to hate Nasser’s Cairo Radio which
maintained a daily propoganda tirade in support of Ben
Bella’s insurgent force, Guy Mollet, the French Premier
whose very political existence depended upon French
success in Algeria had knowledge of surplus Russian arms
presented to the Algerians by Nasser. It was suspected
that the Algerian H.Q. was located in Cairo. A blow
against Nasser would be a blow against the Algerian
rebels.

Another country with an axe to grind with the Cairo
promoter of the East-West aid programmes for Egypt
was Israel. Israel's population of one and a half million
were ringed around with the hostile Arab’s forty million
population and now the 80,000 British troops who
formerly acted as a buffer between Egypt and herself
were no more, N inspired fedayeen raids hasi
their precarious stance in the Arab maelstrom.

Israel army policy was greatly influenced by Moshe
Dayan, forty year old Chief of Staff. His creed, inherited
from Wingate, was that of attack reprisal. To kill two
Arabs for every Jew killed was the only answer to
fedayeen raids according to Dayan.

To Israel the removal of Nasser meant the removal
of the informing spirit of pan-Arabism and the induction
into the Arab world of the confusioh that would improve
Israeli security.

American interests at this moment in time were in
conflict with that of the Colonial powers. The State
Department realised that the string of Strategic Air
Command basis stretching across North Africa to Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan required the best possible
diplomatic relations with the national governments
involved.

Eden's search for a causa belli against Nasser was
to prove fruitless. Expropriation, a legal procedure by
which a state encroaches upon private property rights in
order to place them at the dlsgosal of its public services,
is an i ign right

g under inter law.
Frustrated on this point Eden then fell back on a plan
which would place him in the role of defender of the
rights of all nations and so cloak an attack in Etfypt‘ The
Suez Canal Company with its H.Q. in Paris, had carefully
fostered a mystique in regard to the working of the
canal. Only their pilots could do the job of navigation
properly and in their absence all would be confusion.

A failure on Nasser's behalf to maintain an adequate
traffic flow in the canal would justify Anglo-French
intervention,

On September 11th, the Suez Canal Company in
Paris announced that as all pilots contracts expired at
midnight on the 14th, it would withdraw all British and
French pilots on the following day. Eden and Mollet
eagerly awaited the story of chaos that the world
expected to hear as French and British pilots left their
jobs en masse,

Nasser trumped this card by passing forty ships
through the Canal on the next day with Egyptian and
Russian pilots, four more than the normal daily average.
He thus demonstrated to the world his ability to run
the Canal as efficiently as the former Canal Company and
exposed the fallacy of the need for an elite corps of
pilots.

Treaty of Sevres

By this time. negotiations had taken place between
Israel and France and Israel was prepared, subject to
certain guarantees from England and France, to attack
Egypt and so give an excuse for Anglo-French interven-
tion, Further secret meetings at Chequers with Eden
clinched the deal in principle.

On October 21st an outright pro-Nasser victory in
the general elections was announced in Amman, capital
of Jordan and yet another pro-British regime had
collapsed.

On October 22nd at the Villas Coublay, Sevres, in the
outskirts of Paris, Selwyn Lloyd for Britain, Guy Mollet
of France and Israel's David Ben Gurion finalised the
agreements for an attack of Egypt. The agreement was
as follows:

The Israelis would attack in the Sinai and reach the
canal in the shortest possible time.

The British Air force would attack the Egyptian
airforce while it was grounded on its airfields, and
continue the bombing daily in order to intimidate other
Arab states and prevent them joining Nasser.

The Anglo-French Forces, 100,000 strong with 130
warships and six destroyers, would invade the Canal
area on the pretext that they were dividing the two
combatants and protecting the waterway for international
use.

Previous to the landings an ultimatum would be
issued to both sides to desist. Israel would accept but
not until they had reached a point ten miles east of the
canal.

The ultimatum would be triggered off by an Israeli
radio news bulletin saying that its advance units were
at the approaches to the canal.

Cold-shouldered

America

The plan assumed that if Israel attacked on November
1st it would take four days at least to reach the Canal
and the allies would intervene on the sixth, the day of
the American Presidential Election, in order to remove
any threat of American intervention, This date was
subsequently changed to October 29th while Israel 111@Qg
border feints at Jordan in order to put Egypt off I!ya.
guard. When Israel mobilised on October 27th, it's
inhabitants were thinking in terms of war against Jordan.
Meanwhile, the ultimatum to two belligerents not yet
at war was prepared. o i

During the last stages of the Anglo-French-Israell
collusion %nsenhuwer had been sent into a diplomatic
deep freeze and had only C.L.A. reports to indicate the
current of events, il e

Dayan unleashed his forces on schedule and thal
eveningy Israeli paratroops were dropped within twenty
five miles of the Canal. Events were moving too fast
and while attempts to speed up the delivery of the
ultimatum were successful, them;ttempt_;p ;peed up the

machine proved unavailing. )
Brm(s)l: aﬂtil;x;y‘m of Oct':)ber 31st the first British

bombers appeared over Cairo and for the next five days
world opinion was outraged as the bombs rained down
incessantly. Pre-prepared leaflets depicting a scared
Nasser were dropped by the thousands inviting Egyptians
to revolt. *. .. We are now obliged to bomb you wherever
you are. Imagine your villages being bombed; Imagine
your wives, children, mothers, fathers, and grandfathers
escaping from their homes and leaving their property
behind. This will happen to you if you hide behind your
women in the villages . . . You have committed a sin . . .
that is, you have placed your confidence in Abdel Nasser”
So much for the maintenance of peace and the protection
of the Canal. The insincerity of Britain's actions shone
through all the confusion. Condemnation resounded
across the world.

At the time the ultimatum was issued calling on the
belligerents to withdraw to positions ten miles on each
side of the Canal Israeli forces at some points would
have to advance a distance of 170 miles to satisfy the
ultimatium while Egyptian forces would have to withdraw
as much as 135 miles!

Also reaction at the United Nations proved too fast.
Eden had wanted to present occupation of the Canal to
the assembly as a fait accompli. But Cabot Lodge, on
Eisenhower’s urging, insisted that the Council rush
through a vote on a United States resolution calling on
Israel to withdraw its forces from Egypt and on Britain
and France not to use force or the threat of it. The
Russian delegate was the first to vote for the US.
resolution while France and Britain were forced into the
usual Russian role of veto. The use of the veto for the
first time ever was a great humiliation for Eden and a
short time later when the U.S. voted for a Soviet resolu-
tion, Britain was again forced to yeto, Eden was also
faced with the collapse of the Commonwealth as India
and Canada threatened a break and was forced to tell
lies on the floor of the House of Common in an attempt
to confuse a vitriolic Labour opposition. And all this
before any troops had landed!

Pound Weakens — Attack Stops

The excuse to land troops in order to protect the
Canal and the oil pipelines across the desert was also
gone. Nasser had the Canal blocked at both ends and
forty block ships, some of them sunk by British bombs,
lay at the bottom. Two bridges over the waterway were
blown up for good measure. The oil pipelines were also
blown up.

With world opinion unanimous in condemning him,
criticised by his own party and the opposition, cut adrift
by Eisenhower who was aligned with Afro-Asians and
Communists against him, Eden's hatred still drove him
onwards. France, already at war in Algeria, had no
such problems. The entente was crumbling even as the
troops prepared to invade.

By Monday, November 5, when the first British
assault began on Port Said and Port Faud, a U.N. police
torce had already been formally established. The British
and French objectives were now seen in their true
perspectives — the overthrow of Nasser at all costs.

British prestige vanished over night. Confidence in
sterling weakened and a run developed on the pound.
Eden applied to Eisenhower for dollar support but was
refused point-blank, With the Canal now blocked for
the forseeable future and the supply of oil stopped, Eden
was at last forced to capitulate and order a ceasefire.
Desperate last minute efforts by the French to sustain
the attack failed.

In Washington, Eisenhower rebuked the French
Ambassador who asked him if the US. would support
France and Britain against the threat of Soviet attack.
“You must stop this war.  You must withdraw from
Egypt. Our position is that of the United Nations
Charter. It is inviolate for all nations, all men. Mr.
Ambassador, let me tell you this; life is a ladder which
mounts up to Heaven. I am near the top of that ladder,
and I wish to present myself with clean hands before my
Creator”.
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A HISTORY OF
CATHOLICISM, cdll:ilshl;
Patrick J. Corish (Gill).
Fascicules I (1), 111 (ii &
i), V (il & iii) ana VI
(vil), 7s. 6d. each.

Irish preoccupation with
religion ‘makes it remark-
able that it is only now that
a comprehensive survey of
Irish Catholicism written by
Catholics is appearing in
print. The Reverend Pro-
fessor Patrick Corish’s opus
magnum, which begins to
appear  thirty-four years
after the late Professor
Alison i three-
History of the
Ireland, will
grove a very useful text-
0ok for the Catholic lay-
man as well as
seminaries,

An odd feature of A
History of Irish Catholicism
is that it is being published
first of all in a series of
fascicules or booklets and
ultimately as six 'bound
volumes. The first four
fascicules appeared in June,

in the

Professor Ludwig Bieler's
contribution,  8t. Patrick
and the Coming of
Christianity, presents the

old controversies surround-
ing Ireland’'s first saint in
an erudite but concise form.

The late Father Canice
it Mooney (T First Impact
[ of the Reformation) and
Father Frederick M, Jones
(The Counter-Reformation)
deal adequately with the
ecclesiastical changes of the
Tudors, Tt is interesting to
note that although religion
has throughout recent Irish
history given rise to soclal
conflict and political —up-
heavals, at the time of the
Reformation ftself, religion
was not a mafjor source of

contention, 'This was be
cause both the ‘Old Irish'
an the ‘Anglo-Irish' re-

tained their allegiance to
the Papacy. Protestantism
did not significantly affect
Ireland until the arrival of
English and
settlers in the
following century.

The third fascicule is the
work of John H. Whyte
(Political Problems, 1850-
60) and of Professor Corish
himself (Political Problems,
1860-78). The Fenianism
of a century ago is accorded
special attention and & new
understanding is given to
the personalities of Cardinal
Cullen and Archbishop
McHale, A “rebel priest”,

JOHN O'LEARY: A Study
in Irish Separatism by
Marcus Bourke. Anvii

Books. 42/-,

A fashionable and recurr-
ing theme among commenta-
tors is that the radical of to-
day becomes the conserva-
tive of tomorrow. Too facile
a rule of course and when
one looks at the long lived
Fenians like Rossa, R:
Davitt, Olarke,
Stephens and Devoy
sees how shallow such a
rule is, and how dangerous
a face-saver. ’

John O’Leary is another
rennial separatists,
between so many
movements.

of the
the li

Catholicism

in Irish

history

Patrick Lavelle, is the most
«ptivating ecclesiastical
figure of the period. He
set Pio Nono's condemna-
tion of Fenianism at
nought, arguing that the
pope was mistaken in think-
ing the Fenians were anti-
verical like the revolu-
uonaries with whom the
Papacy was faced on the
Continent.

The variety of contribu-
tors makes for an uneven
work. The contribution of
Father Joseph McGlade is
proof. In his Missions:
Africa & the Orient he is
80 naively uncritical and
80 neglectful in trying to
make the best of what is a
most interesting phase of
Catholic history, that one
cannot but wish he had been
more judicious in his use
of sources. Most of what
he has read is highly biassed
and much of it is written by
active missionaries whose
patronising attitude he fails
to get rid of. “The work of
the Church”, he pontificates,
“is everywhere and at all
times fundamentally the
same, a struggle of the
kingdom of God against the
empire of Satan”. The
trouble is that Father
McGlade seems to equate the
Kingdom of God with
Ireland and the Empire of

Satan with Africa and the
East. If this attitude is
typical of Irish missionaries,
no wonder he has to admit
thatIslam — a non-
European religion — s
gaining ground in Africa so
much more rapidly than
Christianity!

The fields of
‘missionary  activity have
been the English and
Amerfcan spheres of in-
fluence. Tt is interesting to
speculate that If Treland
had remained Gaelic-apeak-
ing and had never known
the British connection,
Catholicism may never have

Irish

penetrated the British
&Cm bire 1o the extent that
IHSL missionaries have

made possible.

On one point Father
McGlade is quite mistaken
The Catholicism of South
India does not date back
only to the saintly
Portuguese adventurer,
Francis Xavier. There were

* Christians on the Malabar
coast in the fourth century
— when even Holy Ireland
was still largely pagan.

C. J. WOODS

@ John O’Leary, Mountjoy
Jail, December, 1865.
nationalist bodies to become
A long life, an involved

loses the warm character of
the man and the importance
of his family and friends to

E

©® Countess Markievicz in the uniform of the Irish Citizen
Army, 1916.

Michael Davitt,
Pioneer of the
LLand Revolution

MICHAEL DAVITT by
Francis Sheehy Skeffing-
;‘;]‘ MacGibbon and Kee.

This is a welcome new
edition of Sheehy Skeffing-
ton’s excellent biography of
that keyfigure in modern
Irish Revolutionary politics,
Michael Davitt

In his useful introduction
Professor F. S. L. Lyons

says “This is one of those
rare blographies which
divide the readers attention

h

¥ says,
“comes f{rom a fundamental
affinity between the two
men”, {rom two men whose
role it was so often for one
or other to be a minority of
one

Minorities of one can
nonetheless be Influential
as Davitt showed when
was the only public figure
to protest against the
Limerick pogrom of 1904.
He was alone when he re-
signed his seat in West
minster in protest against
English brutality in the
Boer War. He was the only
European to examine, re-

John O’Leary — a strong link

in the great chain of Fenianism

O’Leary oddly enough for
a thorough-going separatist
was not a dedicated repub-
lican and on this aspect of
his thought Mr. Bourke is
quite illuminating as he is
on the fundamental differ-
ences between him and
Davitt over the New Depar-
ture and the Land League.

One of the few points at
which issue might be taken
with Mr. Bourke is that he
stresses an ambivalence on
the part of OLeary in
regard to the Irish language,
which 1 doubt existed.
Rooney’s Celtic Literary
Society in which he was an
important figure, and which
antedated Conrach ma
Gaeilge was committed to
the restoration of Irish.

Ome of the best sections
in the book deals with the
the Irish

01
author and publisher will
bring out a selection of the
writings of the paper on
the lines of The Spirit of
The Nation.
rre.

port on and condemn the
massacre of the Jews of
Kishineff in Tsarist Russia.
It was his decision to found
the Land League. Others
had known it but he brought
to the foreground of
people’'s awareness the most
important four letter word
in Ireland, LAND.

For a man of such wide
ranging activities, of so
much published work, of
such skill and enthusiasm
in organisation, to be a man
of almost no formal educa-
tion

# handicapped by
the loss of an arm working
as a child labourer in in
dustrial England, is quite
amazng

But the memory of the
eviction of his family from
their small holding in the
Mayo Gaelthacht (Davitt's
first language was Irish)
always remained with him.
In England he joined the
ILRB, being one of those
involved in the abortive
Chester Raid of 1867 and a
key figure in the purchase
and distribution of arms
He served 7 years in
English jails before return-
ing to Ireland to launch the
Land League, stage manage
the New Departure, be ex-
pelled from the IRB.
(though in many ways those
revolutionaries were more
tolerant than a later genera-
tion; Davitt and O'Leary
who opposed him on the
Land League issue could
meet at ease in the Contem-
porary Club and elsewhere
despite their political split);
serve a short stint as an
MP.; launch the Labour
World (showing himself too
radical for his time; “pro-
gressive labour — asks for
the better and the more
democratic organisation of
labour — that to the com-
munity_ not to the landlord,
shall accrue that immense
annual increment which is
due to general industry and
enterprise; and it calls for
the extension of State and
Municipal control and
ownership of such mono-
polies as can be manged by
public bodies in the public
interest); be a Zionist be-
fore it's time; and a human-
itarian at the time; and to
activate the infant Labour
Movement in England.

Davitt’s life and work
deserve careful study
Sheehy Skeffington’s book
is the best introduction to
them.

i 2
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Life and times
of Countess
Markievicz

“Constance De Markievicz”,
by Jacqueline Van Voris.
$7.50. The University of
Massachusetts Press.

Miss Van Voris
latest in the field.
Marreco’s account came out
some months before. Sean
O’Faoilain was the first to
write an account of the
Countess, it was described
recently as a ‘“potboiler”.
I read it some years ago and
found it a nasty piece of
work, like his book on the
great O'Neill, it seemed to
have been designed for the
English market, a trap too
many Irish writers will-
ingly fall into. The Countess
for a period got a jaundiced
reception from sections of
Irish males, whose in-
grained Puritanism did not
make allowance for the in-
trusion on the Irish scene
of a mere female. The
Countess never submerged
her feminine instinct dur-
ing her imprisonment in
English jails and her work
for the cause of Ireland
never degenerated into
pomposity — which is a
national failing — though
she incurred the hostility
of Sean O'Casey and the dis-
like of Yeats which after-
wards turned to grudging
admiration, James Connolly,
a severely practical man,
discerned her sterling
qualities from the start.
Like her companion in arms
Maud Gonne she forsook
the frivolous activities of
her class for the demand-
ing work of militant repub-
licanism

Miss Van Voris sketches
this multi-faceted work with
a deft brush. Whether as
a young art student in Paris
at the turn of the century
or a young bride of a
Polish nobleman in  his
estates in the Ukraine or
mixing in artistic circles in
Dublin, her hu nd Count
Casimir, “Casi” to his
friends was a good-hearted
Pole and a bosom friend of
Gogarty. The Countess
threw herself into this
stimulating

is the
ne

throng of

talkers, artists, playwrights
and poets witg all the
intensity of her passionate
nature. She had tremendous
enthusiasm which sustained
her all too brief life. It
was at this period that she
made the harsh choice to
embrace TIrish nationalism
and sever her friendships
of a lifetime and alienate
her class. It was not easy
— to tear up the roots of a
lifetime and identify herself
with a struggling obscure
band of young idealists. In
the initial stages she had to
encounter the hostility of
Arthus Griffiths and other
figures but her evident
sincerity soon convinced the
doubting that their suspic-
ions were ill-founded.
Madame, as she came to
be known affectionately
founded the famous Fianna
Eireann. She was a crack
shot herself and taught the
boys how to shoot, how well
she carried out this task—
there was so much of the
untrammeled spirit of youth
in her makeup—is signified
by the roll call of the
Fianna, Andy Dunne, the
O'Holohan brothers, Eamon
Martin, and their instruc-
tors, Con Colbert and Liam

Mellowes. Madame's work
for Ireland came in the
smoking shellbattered

College of Surgeons, where
as  second-in-command to
Commandant Michael Mallin
of the Citizen Army she did
battle with the British
army, What a far cry from
Sligo . . . “where we grew
up intimate with the soft
mists and the coloured
mountains, and where each
morning you woke to the
sound of the wild birds . . .”
to the drab public ward of
a Dublin hospital among the
poor whom she loved so
nd who reciprocated

‘ruly Madame
1 gcuis na
. This book is
beautifully printed and
bound and with its fine end
papers and full bibliography
is what we have come to
expect from America,

FRANK McSHANE

® Dennis Dowling Muleahy, Thomas Clarke Luby and John

O’Leary in 1

when on the Irish People, the Fenian

newspaper.

® John O'Leary and Ma or John MacBride (executed in

1916) at Fontenoy in 1905.

MacBride had just returned

from the Boer War.
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NY victory in the world of politics is gauged
by the opposition it has overcome.

for people in need of housing in Irel
is unusual if not unique. The election of two
Sinn Fein councillors to the Bray Urban District
Local Government Election and
52 new council built houses in
November with provision for a ]urther 70 houses
are not unrelated phenomena but arise from the
ambition of Bray Sinn Fein to serve the interests
For Cumann Sheain Mhic
b, Eochaidh of Bray as for James Connolly the well-
«being of a community is measured by the well
of its most depressed cla

A victory
and today
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BRAY SETS THE HOUSING HEADLINE

HE twelve members of
Bray Urban District
Council are a faithful
enough reflection of politics
in Bray. The Council is
composed of four Labour
members, two Sinn Fein,
three Fianna Fail, two Sea:
front Residents’ Associa-
tion and one Little Bray
Residents’ Association
members. The two members
elected by the Seafront Re-
sidents’ Association reflect
the interests of the hotel
and guest house belt which
caters for Bray's biggest in-
dustry—tourism. Councillor
McLeavey of Little Bray
Residents Association repre-
sents mainly private house
owners living to the north
of the River Dargle which
flows through Bray to the
sea. It was Chairmanship of
this body that .catapulted
him to prominence during
the June local elections.
Fianna Fail's three seats
reflect the complacency of
middle class traditionalism
in Bray. Indeed, it has been
said fhat had the tourist
population been allowed to
vote during the local elec-
tions in Bray, Fianna Fail
would now hold a majority
of the seats on the Council,
The large working class
population vote divided four
to two between Labour and
Sinn Fein.

- Inter-election

growth

Sinn Fein's two seats
victory was commented on
throughout the country after
the June loca] elections.
Six months later the two
seats only indicate the
support at the time. Because
it is estimated that support
has more than doubled in
the interval and is all the
time increasing. 5

The explanation of this
unusual interelection growth
in support is the pre-election
interest of Cumann Shean
Mhic Eochaidh in housing
conditions in Bray and the
post election achievements
of the two Sinn Fein Coun-
cillors towards ending the
housing crisis in the town.

A

Ask Paddy Mmly He'll
tell you the attitu Mr.
Manly lives in one nl
most run-down houses in
the whole

The results of a wide
spread survey carried out by
the Cumann in the early
months  of 1967 were
digested and classified and
helped to form the basis of

Iped to form the basis
of the election programme
issued by the Cumann.
Sinn  Fein local Govern-
ment programme is reflec-
ted in many of the recom-
mendations cited below:

HOUSING
(a) A complete clamp-down
on all interests con-

cerned with speculation
in urban land and
buildings, by pressing
for legislation estab-
lishing  Local Autho-
rities as the sole dealers
in building land.
(b) The establishment of a
maximum  price for
building land, based on
its current agncultural
value.
The ellmmanon of high
interest long-term loans
endeavouring  to
establish a Co- -operative
Housing Society in Bray.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL
SERVICES
Sinn Fem Col;lncxllors will
e

(c

abolition of the present
rates and valuation system
and proposes that the
revenue for Local Govern-
ment be raised by a more
equitable taxation system
based on incomes.

Pending the introduction
of this reform we shall press
for the provision of a Rates
deficiency grant by the
Exchequer, to enable all
councils to strike a rate at
the national average figure.
We shall also demand that
malicious damage claims be
made the responsibility of
Central Government and be
removed from the rates.

GROUND RENTS

inn Fein has always
stood for the complete aboli-
tion of ground-rents without
compensation. We are com-
pletely opposed to the excep-
tionally libera] terms
granted to ground landlords
under recent legislation, and
we can find no justification
on social or moral grounds
for these terms, Sinn Fein
counciljors  will  actively
campaign for the repml of
this immora]l A

MANAGERIAL ACT
Sinn Fein Councillors w1ll
press for the repeal of

of the health services should
be the sole responsibility of
the Central Government, and
that the administration of
these services should remain
the responsibility of Local
Authorities. Our Councillors
will press for the implemen-
tation of the present services
without a means test with
the eventual aim of intro-
ducing a comprehensive free
health service. Sinn Fein
will take steps to rectify
certain undesirable aspects
of the Bray Dispensary
Services,

Sinn Fein will advocate
that discussions be held with
the appropriate authorities
with a view to having a
regional hospital built in
ray.

BUILDING SCHEMES

Sinn Fein Councillors will
fight for the implementation
of an emergency building
programme to cater for the
needs of Bray and North
Wicklow. Our Councillors
will advocate greater variety
and experimentation in lay-
out and that improved de-
signs for houses should be
developed in consultation
with housewives nominated
by Tenants and Residents’
Associations,

Our Councillors will de-
mand the inclusion of all
essential amenities such as
schools, dispensaries, play-
%ound shops, libraries and
ost Offices in present and
future schemes.

FLOODI

The Slnn Fein candidates
are fully aware of the dis-
tress caused to the residents
of the Sea Front and Little
Bray areas by recent flood-
ing, and realise that radical
steps must be taken to pre-
vent a recurrence of this
disaster. Sinn Fein Coun-
cillors will demand that a

constructive plan be mm:-
ted to remove this threat
to the lives and property
of the people of these
areas.

TES
lASlnn Fein advocates the

ial Act, as it hlnders
the exercise of democracy
on Local Councils, This Act
also stifles initiative on the
part of progressive local
bodies. This Act gives so
much power to local officials
that it tends to make some
of them regard themselves
as the masters rather than
the servants of the people.

Four hundred

Opinions varied as to the
exact need for housing in
Bray. Official U.D.C. records
put the figure at 265 fami-
lies. The activities of the
Bray Housing Action Asso-
ciation, established to deal
with the crisis, revealed a
figure of almost four hund-
red families in need of hous-
ing who were living in over-

crowded or substandard
accommodation. 3
Holding executive posi-

tions in the Housing Action

‘Association, and elected as
public representatives, Coun-
cillors Joe Doyle and Seamus
Costello had a heavy respon-
sibility to discharge to the
electorate, Election of the
Council had only provided
an opportunity which they
intended to exploit to the
utmost in the interests of
the homeless.

Their actions since that
date have received nation-
wide publicity. Not content
with trying to explain to
their constituents the delays
and frustrations that beset
them in the Counci] cham-
ber, they encouraged them
to attend in person and see
for themselves what the
obstructions were.

Electrifying

The very presence of two
or three hundred houseless
people in the chamber had
an electrifying effect on
councillors ~who otherwise
might be reluctant and tardy.
So it goes that Bray became
the first town in Ireland to

declare a housing emer-
gency.

Not merely that, but
under the impetus of the

housing demand, details that
otherwise would occupy
months and even years were
dealt with in weeks,

The allocation of fifty-two
newly-built houses early last
month ended the first phase

the struggle. Seventy
further houses are expected
to be built early this year.
But the two Sinn Fein coun-
cillors intend to keep press-
ing until all the homeless
are accommodated and the
availability of houses for
newly-weds and old couples
has been established.

@ Below: An overcrowded
Council chamber, a packed
press-bench, pickets behind
the Chairman’s chair, long
heated arguments and the
sporadic magnesium flash
of cameras marked the end
of the first stage of the
housing emergency de-
clared on the urgings of
Councillors Joe Doyle and
S. Costello, Bray.

® Councillor Seamus @® Councillor Joe Doyle.
Costello.

Two members of the Special Branch came to the Town Hall

also. But they were not looking for houses. John Acton

and Hugh Hume (standing) are already well housed and

well paid for the snooping and intimidation that is the
job of all members of the Special Branch.

A

® Above: Town Clerk
Dennis McCarthy reads out
the list of families alloca-
ted houses. Anxious
parents gather around to
hear the news. Most of
them had waited almost an
hour in freezing tempera-
tures outside the Town
Hall while the Council
decided on the allocations.
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PATRICK NORTON T.D. DIES IN LABOUR

R. Patrick Norton,
T.D., resigned from the
Labour Party. He was not
expelled. That is by far the
most significant point to be
noted in the recent Labour
fracas. His charges of

4G fel ow - travelling”  coll-
eagués may be dismissed
out of hand. They reflect
more the colouring of his
own mind ‘than the level of
socialism within the Labour

Party.
Fnd eed, any “fellow-
travelling”  involved was

the fault of his own Labour
colleagues who tolerated a
man described by one ex-
pelled member  of ‘the
Labour Party as “a right-
winger and a reactionary "
ffor three whole years in
face of all the embarrass-
ments he inflicted upon
them. The great regret of
the Labour Party now is
that they never summoned
up the courage to expel
him and so anticipated both
his resignation and his
Senator McCarthy - like
efforts to smear the Party.

Criticism within

Undoubtedly, the greatest
contributory factor towards
his collapse was the stead-
fily rising tempo of criticism
of his actions within the
Labour Party. His attitude
towards Free Trade, the
Common Market and Coali-
tion proved an early indica-
tion of his politics. His
open defiance of a Party
ruling in the Waterford
bye-election when he urged
Labour supporters to give
their second preferences to
Fine Gael was yet another
indication. All these were
tolerable, perhaps, were it
not for the extra strain
placed on the Labour ideal
by his treatment of some
tenants of his in Dublin.

If there was criticism of
Patrick Norton within the
Labour Party fin recent

@ Patrick Norton, T.D. .. . .

months, most of iteemana-
ted from Dublin. The well
reported court ‘case in
which he was portrayed in
all the colours of an evict-
ing landlord solidified the
opposition to him in

ibour’s main  fortress.
Dublin retaliated at this
year’s Annual Labour Party
Conference by voting
strongly for the return of
tthe aim of the “ worker’s re-
public” to the constitution
of the Party. This negated
the work of the late William
Norton, whose seat Patrick
inherited under the un-
written Sons and Widows
Act. William had deleted

e worker’s republlc aim

the urging of the Irish
Bishops during a time of
\Catholic action. Significantly
enough, Mr. Patrick Norton
was_nowhere to be seen
during the Annual Confer-
ence.

Mr. (Corish, predictably
enough, produced another
elastic definition to meet
the situation created by
Norton’s resignation.
was prepared, he stated, “to

conscience.

contain Mr. Norton's views
within the Labour Party, as
well as those with opposite
and even extreme wviews.
That is what a Labour
Party is.” In other -of Mr.
ICorish’s words, he was pre-
pared to accept a man who
““was not prepared to accept
the mew socialist policy of
the Labour Party and never
was since he came into the
Dail ‘three years ago!”
Enough said !

Face - Saving

Mr. Barry Desmond’s re-
buke to Norton in which he
called on him to resign his
seat in the Dail would have
been in the true socialist
tradition had it been given
the day before the resigna-
tion was announced. Given,
as it was, the day after, the
only motivation Mr. Des-
mond can be credited with
is the politic one of face
saving.

Norton’s own future is in
doubt. His election in 1964

and some run-down property, since demolished, that is on his

and his nomination for the
bye-election previous to it,
was accom‘pamed by a ap]lt
‘in Labour in Kildare. Many
rank and file members re-
sented his nomination on
the grounds that the claims
of more worthy and fit can-
didates were being by-
passed. Two of these subse-
quently resigned from the
Labour Party and headed
the poll in this year’s Local
Government Elections in
Kildare. One of them, St.
Leger, could well be the
next Labour candidate in
Kildare if he rejoined the
Labour Party.

Mr. Norton’s only way to
overcome the handicap of a
'split vote would be to join
either Fianna Fail or Fine
Gael. His actions show that
his spiritual home is Fine
Gael, but whether Mr.
Sweetman’ would relish the
company of Mr. Norton’s
conscience is quite another
matter. Or maybe Patrick
Norton, T.D., would please
everybody and keep his
tender tenant conscience off
the ballot sheet ?

NOTES FOR THE CUMANN

THE following is a de-
scription of an imagin-
ary cumann meeting,
abstracted from the experi-
ence of some of the more
active cumainn in Sinn
Fein. 1t may be taken as a
model for cumann meetings
throughout  the country,
changing that which needs
to be changed, but abiding
by the general procedure.

1. The Chairman, after
waiting a short interval (10
minutes) for latecomers, de-
clares the meeting open. He
then reads out the agenda
and asks for notice of any
other business. He allocated
approximate times for the
varjous items.

2. The Secretary rteads
the minutes of the previous
meeting. Decisions only are
recorded. correct the
Chairman signs; otherwise
he amends and signs.

3. Arising From!: the
minutes are checked to see
if any decisions have to be
reported on which fall out-
side the scope of the de-
clared agenda. If so, they
are either dealt with there
and then, or given a special
place on the agenda.

Correspondence: all
letters to the cumann are
read out. They may be allo-
cated to their appropriate
place on the declared
agenda, or dealt with there
and then. 4.1. For example
a letter is read from the
Defence of the Nation
Mague asking for support
in the sale of a new issue
of their broadsheet, in
which the in

By Roy Johnston

licans, trade unionists and
some  individual Labour
Party members, which was

formed to resist the appli-
cation for E.EC. member-
ship by the Dublin govern-
ment.

(This example is imagin-

ary, but it may be clair-
voyant, in that this may
possibly happen in the
future).

A member proposes a
motion “that the Cumann
order 1,000 copies for dis-
tribution with
Irishman ”, this is seconded,
so it becomes a motion.

Another member proposes
an amendment “that the
last five words be deleted
and the following substitu-

o e oy, dismbutlon
at !actory gates.”

There is-a lively discus-
sion on his, debating
whether the agitation should
be linked openly with the
movement via the United
Trishman sales or not. In
the end the chairman drafts
a compromise motion em-
bodying both methods of
distribution, the decision to
be left inflexible. This then
becomes the “substantive
motion” and is voted.

A compromise motion
from the chair often saves
time, but sometimes this is
not acceptable. If this had
not taken place, the amend-
ment would have been
voted on first, and then
either the original or the
substantive (i.e. amended)
motion. There should be
two votes, as there is no
reason to believe that the

relation to the Common
Market since the start of
the agitation are analysed,
and attention drawn to the
effects of the Free Trade
" Agreement which are
already becomlng Ap'pnrent

and the motion
are mutually exclusive.

4.2. A letter is read from
the Comhairle Ceanntar con-
taining a number of items.
These are allocated to the
agenda where possible, the

the United

5.1. Payments to the treas-
urer of the UL sales
money, with an exact rend-
ering of how much is sales
money and, how much is
extra contributions.  This
can have been done before
the start of the meeting and
need not take up time; the
treasurer, however, should
report on results.

52. Collection of dues:
each member pays his sub-
scription (and arrears if
'any), the treasurer receipts
the members card and
marks him up in the dues
register. He then totals the
dues column and enters the
amount on the credit side
of the cumann cash-book.
(He writes a cheque to
cover the UL bill when he
gets home and sends it off
the next day. He also sends
off a monthly cheque to the
Comhairle Ceanntar which
includes the Ard Comhairle
and (.omhmrle ‘Ceanntar
dues, former being
handled reglonnlly in bulk).

NB.: There is no need
for special discussion on
fund-raising as between the
members subscriptions and

the UL commission the
Cumann has an adequate in-
come for most regular
needs.

6. Delegates' reports. This
item allows anyone who was
deputed to attend any other
meeting to report back, say
what was decided and if
there are unresolved ques-
tions he takes the advice
of the cumann. This advice
can take the form of a
motion: for example “ that
the cumann member who is
involved in the XY closure
dispute be instructed to
make every effort to get the
official union support for an
organised sit-in  prior to

A ew
10 the Cumann, asks for in-
formation about this body.
The secretary informs him
that it is a loose federation
- of ad-hoc committees, con-

~sisting principally of repub-

the item * re'pnn of Comh~
nlne Ceanntar Representa-

F . This item in-
cludel me “following  sub-
items.

action ™
or alternatively “that the
member be Instructed to
contact the Combhairle
Ceanntar Trade Unlon S|
jalist with a view to calling
meeting of republican

® Roy Johnston

trade unionists to work out
tactics.”

There must be a report
from anyone who was depu-
ted to attend anything; any-
one who is a member of
something and attends as a
matter of course may raise
a question relating to his
policy in that organisation
if he judges it necessary,
with the permission of the
chair, which must evaluate
its_relevance. §

The Comhairle Ceanntar
delegate’s report should be
used to explain and illumi-
nate the background of the
written  circular ‘where
necessary. Any . decisions or
instructions  which may
seem arbitrary in cold print
can be brought to life and
made seem reasonable with-
a few well-chosen words of

explanation from a good
delegate.
The item “delegates re-

ports Is a living link with
the outside world and it
should form the main bulk
of the agenda of an active
outward-looking cumann.

7. Educational Talk. This
consists of a short talk by
a member based on one of
the educational handbooks.
or on a chapter of one of
the republican classics, like
James Connolly’s “TLabour

in Irish History” or Padraig’

Pearse’s “The  Sovereign
People.” This job should
totate amongst the mem-
bers, as it is as much to
educate the speaker ns the
audience.

This procedure should be
alternated with having a
svecialist  speaker  either
from the cumann or from

Death of Ex-Mlmster

'HE Tlate James Everett,
TD. was Minister for
Posts and Telegraphs in the
first Coalition Government,
1948—1951, and Minister for
Justice in the second Coalition
Government, 1954—1957.
During this time the tide
of Republicanism was rising
with the Armagh Raid, June
1954, ‘the Omagh raid in
October 1954, and the two
seats won by Sinn Fein pris-
oner candidates in the West-
rlr;;nmer Elections of May,

The Offences Agamst the
State Act was invoked in 1955
and editors of all newspapers
were warne not to publish
any 9ratemems from “illegal
organisations.” Activity against
the Republican Movement was
directed mainly by Mr. Cos-
tello, Taoiseach, Mr. Everett,
and Ritchie Ryan, a young
Dublin solicitor who was a
member of Fine Gael and
appointed to be Mr. Everett’s
sTecretary; Mr. Ryan is now a

D,

0.A.5 A

On ‘the outbreak of the re-
sistance campaign on Decem-
ber 12th, 1956, in the Six
Counties, the Oﬂ'ences Against
the State ‘Act was again in-
voked. Bitter attacks were
made on the Irish Republican
Movement by Mr. Costello;
army and police units were
sent to Border areas; houses
were raided and men were
jailed on trumped-up charges
of “failing to account for
their movements,” etc. Mr.
J. ‘A. Costello spearheaded
attacks and announced his
moves; following representa-
tions from the British Ambas-
sador in Dublin these meas-
ures were ‘intensified. j

Many asked who was Mini-
ster for Justice, Mr. Costello
or Mr. Everett? Mr. Everett
broke his silence and at a

Trade TUnion .meeting in
Wiaterford in January, 1957,
made a bitter attack on the
Republican Movement, saying
that Republicans in the Six
Counties had no right to take
up arms without getting the
sanction of his govemment in

blin. Labour rank and file
were very disappointed in
him and their disapproval
showed in the 1957 election
returns. This use of a trade
union platform was matched
later in July, 1957, when the
Fianna Fail Government
opened the Curragh Concen-
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® The late James Everett,
T.D.

tration Camp and imprisoned
men without charge or trial.

Fintan approved

Mr Fintan Kennedy of the
G.WJ/U. speaking at a
umon mee'nng gave the
government every moral sup-
port in its action.

Messrs. Costello and Everett
had District Justice Michael
Lennon suspended from the
District Court Bench in Janu-
ary, 1957, because he refused
to convict Republicans under
the Offences Against the State
Act. ‘A veteran of the 1916
and the Black and Tan War,
and a former Cumann na

nGaedheal supporter, Justice
Lennon found technical
grounds for dismissing

charges. He dismissed one
charge of “illegal possession
of firearms ” and ordered the
firearms ‘to be returned to
their owner. The following
day he held the Offences
Against the State Act up to
public ridicule in the court.
Messrs. Everett and Costello
suspended him and mominated
a High Court Judge to inves-
tigate his conduct. In March
a Fianna Fail government
was returned to office. When
they received the report on
Justice Lennon’s behaviour
‘l’hey gave him the option of
resigning with pension rights
or being dismissed. He re-
signed and devoted most of
his time to Tesearch on
Fenian activities in the United
States.

He was one of a very few
who in human terms made a
great personal sacrifice because
they had 'the hones and
sincerity to refuse to work as
British agents in Ireland, and
had the moral courage to de-
clare this openly. He has since
died and will be remembered
when Costello and Everett
are forgotten.

another cumann nearby, to
speak on some subject he
knows about, such as “the w A N T E D
farmers organisations and
their demands” or *“Trade
Unions and the proposed
new laws” or “how the MONEY
Tenants  Association  was
fo:nded ” 5 ey For continuance of admi-

ny such essentially topi- CEIN
cal talk should lead up to a nlstrathm‘ ‘3‘ SINN E,Er‘l\
motion proposing that the CITIZENS ADVICE
cumann take some action, BUREAU

such as “that the cumann
organise a survey of i
housing conditions in Q | Al AN s ety
bmldmgs with a view to
encouraging a tenants asso- NG00 o SRR (R S e
ciation to start there.”

8. ership: Potential £3an @
new members should be R, 5
discussed. ~ Lapsed members | $ o froae
should be seen. Responsibi- || Dorations, which will be
lity for seeing lapsed acknowledged by letter,
members  and mmacttmg ] should be sent to:
particular new  members y S
should be allocated { AN CISTOIR,

9. Any other business: By CITIZENS’ ADVICE
this time it's usually too BUREAU,
late, and the Chairman }

. should stress the need to (| f/ch 3, Parad Mucrois,
starf on time so as to finish ‘ Baile Atha .Cliath 7.
by 1030 p.m.

1916 — 1966

GOLDEN JUBILEE

Full Story of The Rising, Dublin 1916
DOWN DUBLIN STREETS
by Eamon Mac Thomais
3/6
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CEALA aniar an mbhi

Measadh go gcosnodh

seo gur shocraigh

Chontae na Gaillimhe go dtogfai droichead idir an
morthir agus na hoileain ar chosta Chonamara da n-ocfadh
muintir an cheantair sin fein an costas uilig.

Combhairle

se £30,000 droichead nua a

thogail a ghlacadh ait an tsean droichid go bhfuil cuma

air gur fuiollach oiche na gaoithe moire e.

Bheadh an dreichead seo ag freastal ar suas le mile
ocht geead duine go bhfuil conai orthu ar na hoileain,

D'Fheadfadh muid beart mhuintir Inis

Bearachain a

mheabhru do mhuintir na n-oilean seo: mar a rinne Inis
Bearachain stailc ratai nuair nar tugadh aon aird ar a
gras th'reis a raibh de ratai iochtha acu le blianta is gan
Jeictreachas na uisce, caladh na bothar acu da chionn,

D’Fheadhfadh muid beart mhuintir

Rath

Cai

m a

mheabhru dhoibh: mar a rinne siad staile votai aimsir an
mhoir thoghchain agus mar a bhain siad amach aitheantas

mar ghne]mrhx da bharr.

Ach is fearr go mor a dheanfadh muid agus sceal

mhuintir Bheil Inse a mheabhru dhoibh.

an ndroichead ata gabhail a thogail ansin.

Jeathmhillivin punt faoin uair go mbeidh
Roinnfear an costas ar an tir ar fad.
Rialtas na 26 gContae le fail:

na mBothar.

Nil mile duine
fein in a gconai ar oilean Bheil Inse agus breathnaigh ar
Cosnoidh se

se togtha.
Beidh deontas o
beidh ratai chontae Chiarrai
ag ioc scar, agus tiocfaidh tuilleadh airgid fos o Chiste

An triocha mile punt a theastaionn le haghaidh an
droichid thiar, dreichead a riarfadh ar. mhile ocht gcead

duine, dfheadfai

e a ghlanadh go heasca as an meid

airgid a caitheadh ar chaimileireacht le droichead Bheil

Inse a thosu.

Agus ni bheadh tus curtha go brach leis

an droichead sin marach an stailc votai a bha.gair muintir

an oilezin sin sa bfhothoghchan deireannach i gCiarrai.
Meabhrodh muintir na n-oilean an meid sin don dream

a deir “ni feidir e dheanamh ™ ar Chombhairle Chontae na

Gaillimhe.

. perfect paradox.

COLLEYS |
IRELAND |

Subscriptions
(continued)

P. Barlow, Dublin, 5/- 3 John and

Mrs. Brosnan, Kerry, -; Patsy

% | McCabe, Newocastle-on- Tym, 107+

(Continued from page 1) Sean Doyle, Bristol, £1; Jim
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flight from the land. As if |Boyle, London, £2;' Peter Bennett,
= g Shankill, Co. Dubiin; 6/-; Barne!

these Castlereagh-like crea- ‘McWﬂhams Philadelphia, U.S.A.,

14/-5 W

tions would make
difference to the west!

It has been estimated
that the result of z general
election held under the
system most likely to be
adopted if Fine Gael are to

any

Labour 14-12 seats, others “"““' Lork, 5
32 seats.

/Another zmusing result
of the Committees work is
that the Unionist and British
created fiction that “Eire”
means twentysix counties is
10 be replaced by the
George Colley created
fiction that the twenty six
counties mean “Ireland”
Only a De Valerz or a2 man
gambling for the De Valera
cloak could produce such a

%
Carlow,

ow, 2/ )
2/6; 4. Murphy,
Fyan, Carlow,
w, 2/-; L,
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meath,

goprove willing ie. 2 single- > b‘ n/' - il I:'he’bl'_
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- 2 & .. |Sean ublin, “£1; K.
~PR. system zs used in by Clriey, Diohm 2/- Val Varian,
elections, would be as |Cork, 2/6; M. J. thglbbon, Col
follows: Fianna Fail 7782 | o m2mwno,M .
seats, Fine Gael 50-52 seats, | Varian, Cork,

Unrluw.
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POLL RESULTS . . .
MYTHOLOGY SHATTERED

(Continued from page 1)

Belfast people favour the
status quo while only 36
per cent favour it else-
where. This is not surpris-
ing, as Belfast is the centre
of Unionist patronage and
the outlying areas are in-
creasingly being neglected.

The 2 per cent of Union-
ists who favour a united
independent Ireland are an

| interesting group; they are

possibly the same as the
2 per cent of Protestants,
which however splits into 3
per cent Presbyterians and
1 per cent C. of I
number in the sample 1s
only a handful (about 10)
so one should not attach
too much weight to these
differences. But there is a
suggestion here (based on
the Presbyterian prepond-
erance) that = what they
‘want is not a united inde-
pendent Ireland under a
Protestant ascendancy but a
united Ireland in the clas-
sical Republican tradition,
ie., without Rome Rule.
Meantime they vote Union-
ist. This is a logical posi-
tion and is not self-contra-
dictory, as might be
thought at first sight. This
small group deserves more
study. Its existence has
Tong been suspected but not
iits = size . (some ,000
people, if the sample is re-
presentative).

There are in addition a
number of surprises, all of
which Republicans can wel-
come:

* There is a considerable
body of opinion in favour
of a united Ireland, with
or without some degree of
dependence on  Britain.
The nature of the depend-
ence was not specified in
the poll; most people would
accept the need for trade,
few would accept interfer-
ence in internal affairs, if
this were spelled out. The
significant thing is that the

majority accept [Irishness
rather than UK, provin-
cialism.

* There exists a substan-
tial Catholic conservative

bloc which must be based
on patronage derived from
the present Establishment,
Again lmu, buspulefd its

“a
e

extent comes as a surprise:
16 per cent of Nationalists.
20 per cent of Catholics.

* The virtual unanimity
of the opinion that the
Border will disappear in
the relatively near future
(ie. in under a genera-
tion). MThe procedure for
getting rid of it is, of
course, left vague; in the
minds of many no, doubt it

means re-absorption into
the: UK. of the whole
country.

* The very small percent-
age of “don’t knows” com-
pared to the typical poll in
Britain or the US, shows
a high level of awareness;
anything but apathy.

Tt 1is noteworthy that
similar polLs held recently
in Scotland and Wales
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Rawsons liquidate

WORKERS GET
RAW DEAL

AWSONS of Dundalk,

tion following a fire, has de-

the shoe factory thal clared its liquidation figures,
_went into voluntary liq Liabilities amounted to
£46,129, while assets

amounted to £391,066. Profit

on liquidation stands at

£344,937,

Of this figure £70,000 is
the amount of damages
recoverable under fire in-

show an increasing disgust | surance for loss to plant and
with rule from London ahm‘) stock,

give the impression that =

the small nations are on The profit margin of

the move for independence £344,937 fully bears out the

from England. Thus the contention of the workers
Scottishk  Nationalists sup- committee established t

port 'has jumped from five hundred rhwmm,,/cd
zero  to 37 per cent workers that the fire was no

between the last General
Election and now.

Clearly the ‘wave of l
Home Rule feeling is pene-
trating even the Six County
Protestants and the time is
ripe as never before for
the growth of an all-Ireland
movement for a united, in-
dependent Republic. Repub-
licans in the Six Counties
should therefore look out-
side the traditional Nation-
alists for support and ex-
tending their membership.

excuse for closure
The shareholders, out of
the goodness of their hear
voted that 5% of the realis
assets be distributed amo:
the workers. The Dubl
Government, instead of in-
ng that the k
salved

|
|

.voting £75,000 to a fund
“distribution
workers. money,

LENIHAN DISENCHANTED

‘T appears that Mr. Lenihan
is not going to get away
with the 1967 Landlord and
Tenant Act (Ground Rents)
1l the signs show that
there is no interest in the
buying out of ground rent.
The law provides that a
ground rent tenant may buy
out his freehold by paying
a sum of money to the land-
when invested
in 74% National Loan,
will yield him a sum of
money annually equal to
the amount of the ground
rent. This figure is
generally interpreted at
13.2 times the current rent.
The Landowners’ Conven-
tion interpet it at 14 times.
In effect,®the law
provides that any tenant
may buy out his freehold
by paying perpetual ground
rent in advance to the land-
lord. He must also pay his
own and the landlord’s
legal fees for carriage of
sale and investigation of
title,

At a public meeting in
Clontarf some months ago
Mr, Lenihan failed com-
pletely to defend his law
when it was described as a

added to the £15 ,000-£20,000
contribution by X

shareholders, means that
five-hundred workers

get sums
Limerick. His only answer | 0"9,_“"4"“ two
was to beat the air and | ©3¢h as compe

abrupt discon
most cas
years' se!

le/[rjy

bluster about the Offences
against the State Act.

The five year old
Bellevue Residents’ Associa-
tion, Glenageary, Co. Dublin,
recently stated that out of
500 members queried as to
their interest in buying out
their freehold, only three
replies were received. |

Last month also, Dublin
Corporation issued flgures
which show that of the
Corporations 7,700 tenants, |
only 36 have enquired |
about buying-out. No sales 1

|

workers
Rawsons !
most two hundred wer:
on by another shoe
Dundalk. Ott
absorbed into oth
employment
knu“n nu:nber emi,

of freehold have as yet
been effected.
* Business and Finance ™
record that on the landlords |
slde of the fence the pros- |
pects are dismal. * There I
is virtually no market now |
in ground rents, and it is
hard to get as much as ten |
years purchase for them,
even though the law
provides for over thirteen
times” |
It appears that Lenihan | e'nulu\'uem in tl
will have to think again and (u
perhaps lower the purchase
rates before the public will
ake his law s s

the l"uc of going to pres
many members of the Action
Co

T

CASTLE HOTEL

*“confidence trick”
to line the pockets of his
“ground-rent owning Fianna
Fail colleagues, among
them I)unahh OMalley

CASTLE CONTROL CALLING
BRAN CHMAN... REPORT TO
HEADQUARTERS AT ONCE.,
CASTLE CONTROL

CALLING. ., _‘

A2/

BRANCHMAN SPEEDS TO THE CASTLE...

STRINGE ,v/ SECURITY PRECAUTIONS

ALLOW NOHODY

| Mr. and Mrs. Donal O'Connor
(Props.)

D. Mac Giolla GIIEN ge
| FIRST CLASS CATERING
o | CENTRAL SITUATION
Phadra TERMS .\IODER.»\T:J

Personal Supervision

GARDINER ROW,
DUBLIN
Phone 36949 and 79054
Hot and Cold Water
in all Bedrooms
Free Garage Accommodation

BOOKSELLER AND ‘
|
STATIONER \

12 Cathedral Street
Dublin

We deliver everywhere in lreland

Plue your order with us for flowers, wreaths,
by letter, or phone and

JOHNNY WALKDON, THE WELL-KNOWN

TOOK YOUR T/ME
GETTING HERE,
OION'T You?

/TS ALL THOSE

I INPERNAL SECURIT)

BIG BRIAN HAS JUST BEENON TQ CHIEF

CHECKS, 5/

TROOPS /TS A
B1G JOB THIS TIME)

SECRET LEADER,TAKES NO CHANCES
% Published by

N Gardis
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we will forward them by express delivery to your
home.

OUR QUALITY IS FAMOUS. |
Contact: o

WARD NURSERIES, M.B.T.S.
(Prop. Justin Ward)

BLANCHARDSTOWN, CO. DUBLIN. B
Telephone 383286

Remember! We deliver everywhere.




