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,,''T/�e.age of fiction and political superstition and of craft and mystery is passing away" - Tom Paine....,f_;:,-
-

W 
e, the editorial panel, are rep­
resentatives of a group of peo­
ple who were highly influ­
enced by a political newspa­

per entitled 'The United Irishman' 
during the 60s and 70s. Indeed the 
formative stages of our republican and 
socialist perspectives were shaped by 
the content of that journal. The paper 
we believe influenced the whole of 
Irish political thinking in those years. 

Many of us were 
members of the Of­
ficial Republican 
Movement and 
sought by various 
m eans to over­
throw the existing 
social and political 
order in Ireland. 
Those were the 
days of few doubts 
and political theo­
ries written in stone. 

Of late we have 
not been involved 
in party politics hav­
ing become disillu­
sioned with existing 
parties. We have 
come together to 
play our part in 
seeking a way for-

ward from the 
present morass of 
radical thinking. 

This paper arose 
because an event 
seemed to insist that 
something should be 
said. That event is 
the bicentennial cel­
ebrations to mark -
the 1798 Rebellion. 

The something was 
generally intended to 
controvert the pur­
vey ors of received 
wisdom that the re­
bellion of 1798 and 
the French inspired 
republicanism which 
helped to bring it 
about are best for­
gotten as we ap-

proach the 21st cen­
tury. As we move our 
way towards the new 
millennium through 
the fog of both do­
mestic and global 
politics, there must 
be a voice for those 
of us who continue to 
stand for liberty, 
equality, and solidar­
ity with equal oppor­
tunities for all. 

We welcome whole 
heartedly the Good 
Friday Agreement as 
an attempt by both 
governments to 
break the link be­
tween territory and 
politics. Britain has 
recognised that 
within it's territory 
(the North of Ireland), 
many people do not 
consider themselves 
British and nor do 
they subscribe to 
many aspects of 
their neighbours 
Britishness. Equally 
the Irish government 
has committed itself 
to forego aspirations 
to the territory of the 

six counties in return 
for an acceptance 
that the Irish nation in 
real political terms 
extends beyond the 
Irish state. We con­
gratulate all the par­
ties involved in the 
talks, especially 
those with paramili­
tary links and from 
whom we hear real­
istic and refreshing 
ideas. 

This presents us 
with an excellent op­
portunity for the be­
ginning of real poli­
tics in Northern Ire­
land for the first time 
in it's history. Institu­
tionalised sectarian­
ism is a price we 
must pay for that 
privilege. Our goal 
must be to eventually 
outnumber the sec­
tarian camps in the 
new Assembly with 
'others'. Therefore all 
those on the left who 
are serious must en­
deavour to set in 
place some sort of 
coming together of 

ideas. Political sec"' 

tarianism must give 
way to open and 
honest debate. One 
violence has been 
removed from the 
political equation al 
things change utterly. 

Already we can see 
monoliths beginning 
to crumble. The 
broad left must be 
ready with an alter­
native. The sectaria 
parties cannot con 
tinue to appear to be 
"all things to all peo 
pie". 

It is time that th 
people of 'no prop 
erty' are broughl 
from the margins of 
our society in orde 
that they play thei11 
full part in developing 
a prosperous future 
for all our children 
We must embrace 
the debate that wil 
determine the futur� 
of the entire island ofi 
Ireland in the nex 
century and its place 
in European an 
World politics. 
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