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THE British premier John Major has reject-
ed the opportunity offered by the Irish
peace initiative, advanced by Gerry Adams
and John Hume, to begin a real peace process.
In a week of appalling tragedy in the Six
Counties, which saw nine people killed in
sectarian attacks by lovalists, there was anger
all over Ireland and among friends of Ireland
all over the world at the dismissal of the ini-
tiative by Major. 5
Seven people died in the massacre at
Greysteel, County Derry on Saturday night, 30
October. The indiscriminate lovalist machine-
gun attack was designed to kill as many peo-
ple as possible in the Rising Sun Bar. A few
days earlier, two young Catholic brothers
were shot dead in their home in County

Armagh.

The of the British government to
these deaths and to attempts at achieving real
peace were summed up in Major’s abrupt dis-
missal of the Irish peace initiative put for-
ward by Adams and Hume. Thisled toa clash
between Major and Hume in the British
fiouse of Commons on Monday. “Why have
you rejected my proposals before you have
talked to me about them?” asked Hume.

Replying, Major said that the initiative was
“not the way to proceed” and he had reached
this conclusion after meeting Albert Reynolds
in Brussels on Friday, 29 Octobes. Major kept
up the pretence that he and his government
only knew of the proposals from their brief-
ing by Reynolds. This was taken to even more
unbelievable lengths by Patsick Mayhew later
in the week, when he claimed that Major had
not told him what Reypolds had said ,

After the Brussels meeting, Reynolds and
Major issued 2 joint communique which
cleasly sejected the process outlined by
Adams and Hume, but offered no alternative,

A fursther indication of British government
intentions was given in Major’s reply 10 2
commons question about the broadcasting
ban against Sinn Féin, He said that the ban
was being seviewed and would be fusther
tightened.

On Wednesday, at the intesgovernmental
meeting in Belfast, Spring and Mayhew
endorsed the Brussels communique and sig-

nalled moves to start yet again the twice- DRI
failed Stormont inter-party talks,

With the British government acting solely
with a view to holding onto power, supported \

by its deal with the Official Unionists at

Westminster, nationalists are incensed at Lon- : ” 1 1 am tO 5 p m’ Satu rd aY
don’s callousness. Both Adams and Hume Gh . MR N\ N
have this week reiterated their commitn o ‘ ’ N (0) rth sta r H Ote‘, A

the process they advanced. They have wide

public support at home and abroad and that
support and anger, and nationalist u
behind their efforts, especially in th
Counties, prove more durable than y
another futile British-sponsored sham solu-
tion.
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her brothers at the hands of loyalists

© Eleven-year-old Roisin Cairns is comforted
by her aunt after witnessing the slaughter of

HE Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) gunned down two nation-

alist brothers at the Slopes, Bleary, near Lurgan in County
Armagh. On Thursday night, 28 October, at 8pm, the brothers’
young sister watched in horror as the UVF death squad entered
her home through an open back door and opened fire, killing
Gerard and Rory Cairns, aged 18 and 22 respectively.

Another 15-year-old brother
escaped death as he was in a
neighbour’s house playing a com-
puter game. Their parents also
escaped death as they were
attending Mass.

Two UVF killers wearing bala-
clavas came through the back door
of the Cairns family home running
past young Roisin who was celebrat-
ing her eleventh birthday. Both

opened fire at the brothers sitting
watching TV in a front room.

The getaway car, a blue Talbot
Horizon, had been bought at a
Portadown car auction on 16 Octo-
ber, rubbishing claims by the
death squad that the killings were
in retaliation for the Shankill Road
bombing. The car was abandoned
nearby in the overgrown Bally-
lough Road. The death squad is

@ The bodies of
Saturday

believed to consist of a number of
loyalists from the Portadown and
Lurgan areas.

A neighbour of the Cairns fami-
ly told of how young Roisin ran to
his house to raise the alarm after
the shooting.

““She was hysterical and
screamed ‘they have shot the two
boys’. I phoned the ambulance
and then raced up to the house. In
the living room I saw one of the
boys slumped in a chair. The other
lad was lying on the floor. He
must have tried to get up, but his
whole side was blown away. It

was quite obvious that th
both dead.” il

Tension high as shootings continye

ANOTHER NATIONALIST is fighting for his life after being

gunned down in front of

his three-year-old son in East

Belfast on Wednesday night, 27 October.

Samuel Agnew, a 25-year-old plas-
terer, was shot several times in the
chest, back and stomach by at least
one loyalist killer at 9pm.

He had been leaving a rela-
tive’s house in the Upper Braniel
Road area when the loyalist fired
at him from point blank range.
After being rushed fp hospital a
surgeon described his condition as
being ‘very serious’.

The loyalist death squad’s get-
away car was found burning at
Geary Road in the loyalist
Gilnahirk area near the scene of
the attempted killing. It had been
taken earlier from a house in Tul-
lycarnet.

A relative of the badly wounded
man was killed in a UVF shooting
eleven years ago. Samuel Agnew’s
brother-in-law was found shot dead

in the boot of his car in Dy,

in November 1982, o
A brother of the wounded

told how it would not have :::

tered who came out of th

on Wednesday. i
“It didn’t matter who cam,

thlat door last night. Oursei‘smat

mixed house and always was. It

could just as easily have been

someone else they shot.”

With tension running high in

most nationalist areas of

An Phoblachf/nepub”
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- © Locals at the scene of the murder ofbmllwsc;:ﬁ
~and Rory Cairns, victims of the escalating sectarin
- campaign of the pro-British killer gangs

Brothers guned down in Coﬁnty Armagh

Local Sinn Féin Councillor
Brenc?an Curran who survived a
loyalist gun and grenade attack
several years ago not far from the
scene of Thumday’s murders, said
‘t;hat t}.|e loyalist killer gang had

€en intent on wipin t
entire family: e

“This was not a ‘revenge’
,at.tack or part of some non-existent
tit-for-tat’ campaign but rather
Part of a coordinated attempt to
Eromoke onali_st political objec-
\::’s’ by terrorising all national-
: I:lchoing the Sinn Féin council-
Or s remarks Cardinal Cahal
Daly described loyalist death

squad killings as being a cont®
uation of a long series of atiads
on Catholics going back manf
years in the history of the Six-
County statelet. “These atct
historically predated IRA actv

The small Slopes area h&"‘:
nessed over ten loyalist kilings®
nationalists over the past 2}

In one of those less !hﬂﬂ?w: e 18
from Thursday’s killmgsm
O’Dowd family was almest & o
ly wiped out during 3 loyal'slm,
attack in January 1976. 0‘; X
occasion loyalists shot dead D |
ers Declan and Barry 2%

uncle Joe. {

Belfast it was
alist man'’s vj,
another victj,
squads.
As the

only due to a nation-
gilance that he is not
m of the loyalist death

ios 1

Barrack Street iiselfksh: !
between an RUC ba“aclmoﬁ |
Grosvenor Road 3'{4 and g
permanent British m,mar)'i [
point in Divis Street Deﬁmrd’
the loyalist gang moV! . muﬂ"
tive ease, driving SloW)Y thelf
the area before launchi"®
attack. 1
Seeing the assassif afi?:fis(
ing him the young “‘wmuv
turned on his heels and P4 e

ing two shots. BC
8ln a statement to the g;d wt

UDA later claimed the¥ oy pr

Killed a named individ

rack Street.
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MASSACRE
AT GREYSTEEL

ETWEEN THEM the Ulster
Ulster Volunteer Force killed

Defence Association and the
nine people and wounded sev-

en, some critically, in a three-day period between 27 October and
3:1 October, In the worst attack, seven people were shot dead, and
six seriously wounded when a UDA death squad sprayed bullets

in a packed lounge bar in the s

mall County Derry village of

Greysteel, midway between Limavady and Derry city.

Previous loyalist gun and bomb
attacks in the area included the
bombing of the village’s Catholic
church by the UVF in 1967 (three
years before the present IRA cam-
paign began) and the sectarian
killing of local man Jim Loughrey
in 1976.

The attack took place at 10pm
on Saturday night, 30 October,
when the loyalist gang entered the
Rising Sun Bar and opened fire,
cutting down men and women sit-
ting enjoying a Saturday evening
drink. There were around 200 peo-
ple in the lounge bar when the
shooting started.

There is speculation among
some of the survivors, that a wom-
an member of the loyalist death
squad had earlier ‘scouted” anoth-
er bar beside the Rising Sun. It
appears that a woman had gone in
and back out again from the Foyle
View Bar next door, signalling to
two men in a brown Opel Kadett
car. She then walked into the
lounge bar of the Rising Sun
glanced around and ran out.

There is no doubt though that
the UDA death squad knew that

=y YT

@ In an attempt to murder as 1
gunfire overa two-minute period

the bar’s clientele was of mixed
religions. This fact did not deter
them acting under orders to kill as
many people as possible.

In a statement following the
seven murders, the UDA, who
have carried out similar attacks
over their 21-year history, said
that the attack was “a continuation
of our blitz against the nationalist
electorate”.

It was further stated that the
death squads wanted to derail
attempts by the “’Eire govern-
ment” “to meddle in the internal
affairs of ‘Northern Ireland’ .

Two armed and masked death
squad members, wearing blue
overalls, walked into the bar and
shouted “trick or treat”. Their first
victim, 19-year-old Karen Thomp-
son, was sitting near the door and
died after saying to the killers:
“Do you think that’s funny?”

They opened fire with an
assault rifle and a machine gun.

Karen Thompson was shot in
the face at point-blank range and
was killed instantly. The killer
with the assault rifle then sprayed

ile

the entire lounge bar area whil
b ¥

as many people as possible, the UDA killers sprayed the Rising Sun Bar with automatic

the other killer directed short
bursts from his machine gun
towards tables and booths hitting
old and young alike. Some died
after the killers shot them as they
lay wounded on the ground.

As the killer with the machine
gun covered the bar during a
quick lull in the shooting, the oth-
er killer reloaded the assault rifle
and began firing again. Over 90
bullets were fired in a two-minute
period. As the two loyalists ran off
they also fired at a man from the
public bar who slammed the door
and dived for cover. An alcove on
the lounge bar took the main force
of the gunfire and it was here that
four of the seven died.

Survivors later described the
two minutes as seeming to “last
forever”.

The dead were 81-year-old
Greysteel pensioner, James
Moore, the father of the owner of
the bar; Karen Thompson (19)
from Limavady; Karen’s child-
hood sweetheart, Steven Mullan
(20) of Greysteel (they were due to
be married at Christmas); Joseph
McDermott (60) from Eglinton,
who had earlier walked ten miles
from his home to have a drink in
his nearest pub; Moira Duddy (59)
from Greysteel; John Moyne (50)
from Greysteel; and former British
soldier John Burns, from Eglinton.

Burns’ wife Nellie is fighting
for her life in the intensive care
unit at Altnagelvin Hospital in
Derry city. Five other people are
still in hospital, two of whom were
described as being “very seriously
ill but stable”.

In all, eleven others were

als lay flowers at the scene of the massacre of seven people in

Greysteel, County Derry
Appealing for calm and restraint
in the wake of the Greysteel mas-
sacre, Sinn Féin Ard Chomhdirle
ber Martin McGui said

the interests of all our people. Sec-
tarian warfare serves only the
interests of those who wish to dis-
tract away from the per-

injured by bullet fragments.

“everyone directly effected by this

blatantly sectarian attack has my

deepest sympathy”’. He continued:
R a e e

-

ing very high
in the present climate and the
Protestant community may now fear
a possible retaliatory attack. I readi-
ly understand these feelings and I
am stating with all the authority of
my position within Sinn Féin that
such actions are totally contrary to
republican philosophy.
“’Sectarian warfare is against

RISING

sistent reluctance of the British
government to become involved in
a genuine peace process which
would remove the causes of con-
flict in our society.

“Finally, this is a time for clear
thinking, calm and vigilance. It is
time to abandon the rhetoric and
the posturing. Recent events prove
that there is a need for everyone to
focus attention on the objective of
achieving a comprehensive settle-
ment of the conflict.”

Between the period 1971 and 1993 there have been around 80 attacks on
clubs and bars by loyalist death squads

Over 150 dead in loyalist attacks on bars

THE SECTARIAN NATURE of

the campaigns of loyalist death

squads has meant that any venue where people gather in
numbers has been targeted for the killing of Catholics. Many of
the multiple killings carried out by loyalists since the early 1970s
have been in bars and clubs which have been bombed and raked

with indiscriminate gunfire.

Between 1971 and 1993 there have
been around 80 attacks on bars
and clubs by loyalist death squads.
Over 150 people were killed in
these attacks, the vast majority

Catholics, but some, as in the case
of one of the Greysteel victims,
were Protestants.

The last such multiple killing

was in Cappagh, County Tyrone,

when four men were shot dead in
a pub by the UVF in March 1991

Twenty years earlier the
biggest death toll from an attack
on a pub, and the biggest death
toll of civilians in a single incident
in the Six Counties, was in 1971
when 15 people died in McGurk’s
Bar, Belfast. Another victim died
later.

The McGurk’s Bar bombing
was claimed by the previously

unheard of ‘Empire Loyalists’. The
British army fed journalists the
false claim that the bombing was
carried out by the IRA, a claim car-
ried on the front page of the Times.
In fact, British intelligence involve-
ment in the bombing was suspect-
ed.

In 1972 five were killed in the
Top of the Hill Bar in Derry.

In April 1975 in Bleary, County
Armagh, where two Catholic

brothers were shot dead this week,
three people were killed in a loyal-
ist attack on a darts club.

Six people were killed in the
Ramble Inn near Antrim town in
June 1976, five in the Chlorane
Bar in Belfast in July of the same
year.

In the Avenue Bar in Belfast in
May 1988, three people were killed
when they were machine-gunned
to death by the UVF.
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Sniper executes
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officer in Newry

IRA SNII’ERS over the past number of months have inflicted a
growing number of casualties upon British military personnel,
the most recent being a member of the RUC shot dead in Newry

on Sunday.

In a supplied statement, South
Down Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, said that Volunteers carried
out a rifle attack on Sunday, 31
October. The IRA statement said
that one of their Volunteers shot
and fatally wounded the RUC offi-

cer at a checkpoint in Upper
Edward Street at 4.30pm.
Checkpoints are operated by a
combined force of RUC and
British army personnel on all four
streets leading to the RUC bar-
racks since nine RUC members

B i
¢

g e

RU

were killed in an IRA mortar
attack on 28 February 1985.

The RUC officer was one of
over a dozen RUC members pro-
viding cover for a vehicle check-
point around one of two RUC
barracks in Newry, County Dow‘{\,
when the IRA launched their
attack.

With other armed Volunteers
providing support, the sniper took
position on high ground near
Nuns Walk overlooking the RUC
barracks. One RUC member was
hit and died three days later in
hospital.

N response t
the Adams/F

Major is m

committed to seeking p
In a statement issued on Tuesday,
2 November, the IRA_. noted
Major’s rejection of the l‘nsh peace
initiative. They said of his position
as outlined this week that they
were “concerned that far from being
the forerunner of an alternative peace
inifiative, it is in fact the forzm_nnfr
of a counterinsurgency offensive”’.
The statement continued:

“This has not worked in the past
and will not bring peace in the future.

“’We in the IRA repeat our com-
mitment to seeking peace and justice
in Ireland. On 3 October we outlined
our position on this initiative. We

said then:
“"The leadership of the IRA wel-

ore interested in counterinsurgency than in

leadership of Oglaigh na hEireann said tha
eace. The le: eace and justice in Ireland, it

~ Major wanis
A counterinsurgengy
s 1ot peace — IRA

o British Prime Minister John Major's re
fume initiative, the IRA has said t}\ag%"‘l

it bejje

achjpy:

Wagm
comes the Adams, ini
We are informed o;'i,;,‘em;,lmﬁ'ﬁk
ples which will be for con P
the London and Dublin Zovern, y
"It is unfortunate that ”!"b'u';
reaction to date has begy e Bvu
however, if the politicg] wil] el
can be created then this could ]
a basis for peace. i
""We, our support
activists, have apvzm;r:n::yd i
seeking peace and justice i b b
Our objectives, which inclugy
right of the Irish people t b
self-determination, are well Koy,
Our commitment remains stead|
“’This continues to be our pogi
tion.”

r the democral

7
26-County government should be leading the campaign
nd the demilitarisation of the EC

Euro union takes over oo

LAST MONDAY, 1 November, our lives and that of all EC citi-
zens changed fundamentally and for the worse, but few peo-
ple took much notice. All of Ireland and the other eleven EC
states became part of the European Union. We are now all citi-
zens of this new military superstate. We are completely subject to
its laws, its institutions, its collective economic power and its

armies.

It was hard among the vast tide of
news items last week to focus on
the final ratification of the Maas-
tricht Treaty at the EC heads of
state summit in Brussels. The Irish
focus was naturally on Major’s
meeting with Reynolds.

However, the summit did hap-
pen and a range of crucial policy
decisions were taken on monetary
union, EC foreign policy, the share
out of EC institutions and enlarge-
ment of the EC.

At the same time, the heads of
state fudged on a whole range of
crucial issues. It has been obvious
for over a year that the plans for
EC monetary union, including the
creation of a single EC currency,
were in tatters. The EC summit
basically hedged on tfis issue.

Unemployment in the EC was

also discussed, but no action will
be taken. The last EC summit also
discussed employment and unem-
ployment in the community and
again almost no action was taken,
This time, the heads of state decid-
ed to wait until the EC Commis-
sion publishes its study on
Competitiveness, Employment
and Growth. A loose translation of
this Eurospeak says “don’t hold
your breath”.

Also not mentioned were the
divisions between EC members on
agriculture and the GATT negotia-
tions. This would cause too much
public strife. So instead, the 12 del-
egations sat down to a lunch
which included caviar, lobster,
venison, ice souffle in almond
milk, a choice of the finest Belgian
wines, coffee and pastries.

Meanwhile outside, 20,000 Bel-
gians protested at their govern-
ment’s austerity measures. These
cutbacks were forced on it in an
attempt to stay within the Maas-
tricht guidelines for monetary
union. The strikers marched to the
city centre where they held a mass
meeting which ended with the
singing of the Internationale,

So what were the Dublin gov-
ernment doing while all this
was going on? Yes Reynolds met
Major, but this was when the su
mit was effectively over, i
_Did t_hey raise the missing £1
bl!lmn in EC funds? Digq the
object or threaten to veto the ldly
for a common EC defence ang fo:

eign policy? Did they object to any
monetary unjon

ofhlhe plans for
which are damagij

Bing the de -

me.lll_:':f the 26-County econu\l':;/o?P
o y :ld none of these things,

N ¢ debacle of the so-call:d
wee::n?‘lcl’lan in the last t\:r

o

- Showed the trye Nature of

lin ,
<. 8Overnment's EC poli-

It is a simple, uncomplicated
policy. Simply fly over in the gov-
ernment jet (the captain may or
may not let you in the cockpit) get
in as many photos as possible,
shake hands with everyone and go
to bed leaving your stocking over
the fire. Wait for Santa Delors to
come.

There was a prize for everyone
last week at the EC summit. The
Dublin government won the
equivalent of a half-full lucky dip
bag. They went over telling us that
they were confident of getting the
European Agency for the Evalua-
tion of Medicinal Products.

This EC agency would have the
potential of serious job creation as
the state in which that agency was
sited would also attract pharma-
ceutical companies to move there.
Their research and development,
vo./hich is relatively labour inten-
sive, would be more cost effective
the nearer it was to the agency. So
the job creation potential of the
agency is substantial. In the end
Lond_on got it, in spite of confident
predictions from the Dublin gov-
ernment in the s
S e ummer that they

The European Central Bank, as
predicted in AP/RN last July, went
to Fra.nkfurh The British got a con-
solation prize of the Medicinal
Evaluation Agency. The Dublin
government won the Veterinary
Inspection Office, which will
employ 100 people.

eanwhile, the institutions and
the development of the EC super-
::(;;e rolled on. The siting of the

: 'blllmn European Monetary
Institute (soon to be renamed the
Eumgean Central Bank) in Frank-
furt signalled that there will be no
der_x\ocracy in the new ‘European
Union'. It will continue to be dom-
nmn.ide:’ :fy ::\w deutschmark and the

e G
ik &on\;t:::n, French and

On the military front, the EC
l‘eadcrs committed them-
s to fogr areas for joint EC

» a8 usual, uncl,

§ . b ear and

: r?gncgmmmal on the actual mean-
- Central anq Eastern Europe,

N
© JACQUES ‘Santa’ DELORS

ol
te

the Middle East, South Affic2
the former Yugoslavia weré
ible areas of action.

Pos';here was no reactio[l: from
Reynolds to this decision
tw?:lEPs, TJ Maher (Indep®*
dent) and Paddy Lané l;cb‘
Fail) to quesﬁoa_\ col e
eign policy missions in
Irish trooj

Maher said “Ireland cowf;
er enter a defence pact P“H‘
EC member states whilé ¥
the island is occupied by [
power”. This was
dy Lane, who said “we o
foolish to give open- et
ment to be part of 2 d¢ e
with the British army ‘h.“cw-
are occupying part ©

This fell on deaf e;efl’e!;dﬂ
Dublin governmer}! hand"d
merely kept on shaking y o
getting in the p}}otos.lor. ydd
even have negotiated N u!“‘:
helping of dessert. B dtd’
they came back empty ¥ jnd
the important categofl)’;he E;s
the growing POWer ol 'l
pean Union, but moﬁl‘
to their growing powﬁﬂ i ,v:

As one of the sm2 ; M“,,.
the Dublin govemﬂ\e{‘ 5 ,o,gd*
leading the camp;‘m d:w‘
democratisation 3% 11yeirf
tarisation of .
will be to our coste
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Caoimhghfn O Caoldin bricfing men

e US Congress IR

on the peace initiative on Wednesday, 27 October. Noraid’s Martin Galvin
(left) and Congress member Peter King (centre) are also pictured

Wide support won for

initiative in US
OLLOWING a highly successful week in the United States
securing support for the Adams/Hume peace initiative, Mon-

aghan County Councillor and Sinn Féin Ard Chomhéirle member
Caoimhghin O Caoldin, has returned to Ireland.

The visit was aimed at gathering
support at local and national level
in the US, principally from the
Clinton administration, members
of the US Congress, State Assem-
bly members, city councillors,
labour leaders and the Irish-Amer-
ican and American community in
Washington and New York. It
took place in the context of the
Clinton administration’s continu-
ance of the visa denial policy of
previous US governments, refus-
ing to allow Sinn Féin President
Gerry Adams to visit the country.
On Tuesday and Wednesday,
26 and 27 October, on Washington

DC’s Capitol Hill, Councillor O
Caoldin briefed members of
Congress and officials from the
offices of many other Congress
members, on the peace initiative.

It was the first time that Sinn
Féin was formally represented in
an official capacity on Capitol Hill
and the historic briefing of
Congress was hosted by Congress
member Peter King. Among many
others present, were Congress
members Manton, Walsh, Neal,
Coyne and Gilman. Also present
were representatives from the
offices of other Congress mem-
bers, including Joe Kennedy.

O Caoldin held a press confer-
ence afterwards which was attend-
ed by Irish-American and
mainstream US media, including
the US information service Voice
of America, which aired a live
international broadcast with O
Caoldin across 35 European coun-
tries.

Several other meetings took
place with members of the Senate
and the House of Representatives
on a private level on Capitol Hill,
where significant progress was
made in securing support for the
Adams/Hume initiative and new
names were secured to add to
those 16 Congress members who
had already declared support for
the joint Adams/Hume declara-
tion of 25 September.

Later, Caoimhghin O Caol4in
visited Baltimore where he briefed
representatives of Irish Northern
Aid and the Ancient Order of

TR

Hibernians on the initiative and
addressed the US visa denial poli-

cy.
The Monaghan councillor then
travelled to New York where
he met with Mayor David Dinkins,
who had earlier concluded a press
conference with Jesse Jackson and
who was later to be joined by Pres-
ident Bill Clinton as part of his
Mayoral re-election campaign.

The importance which was
attached to the Sinn Féin meeting
was underlined by the fact that
Dinkins took time off from such a
hectic schedule to meet with the
Sinn Féin representative.

Caoimhghin O Caoldin thanked
Dinkins on behalf of Gerry Adams
for the Mayor’s invitation to the
Sinn Féin president to visit the
United States.

Speaking to the press, Mayor
Dinkins said the Adams/Hume
initiative was “encouraging” and
“one of the best prospects for
peace the people of northeast Ire-
land have seen for many years”.

Meetings were later held with
members of the New York State
Assembly and New York City
Council where Assembly member
Joseph Crowley and City Council-
lor Walter McCaffrey undertook to
initiate resolutions of support
through their respective represen-
tative bodies.

Later that evening, Thursday,
28 October, Councillor O Caoldin
presented the first public address
by a Sinn Féin representative on
the Adams/Hume initiative at the
Roosevelt Hotel in New York. The
event was very well attended by
representatives of all Irish and
Irish-American organisations in
the city.

The following day, O Caoldin
had breakfast with members of the
Labour Coalition on Ireland and
representatives of the main labour
organisations in the United States,
where similar commitments of
support to those in Washington
were received.

ater that day, O Caol4in had

lunch with Irish-American
business people in New York fol-
lowed by a special meeting with
the Mayor of Yonkers, Terence
Zaleski, and his Irish Affairs Com-
mittee.

O Caoléin also had private
meetings with Irish Northern Aid
and Clan Na Gael in New York,
before attending a farewell social
in the Phoenix Bar in the Bronx, to
cover the costs of the week-long
visit.

While in New York, Councillor
O Caoldin was featured on a 20-
minute live broadcast on the Adri-
an Flanelly radio show.

Councillor O Caol4in said that
he was encouraged by the warm
and sincere interest of all those he
had met in the course of his visit.

Prior to his return to Dublin
on Sunday, 31 October, O
Caoldin expressed disappoint-
ment with the text of the Brus-
sels joint communique issued on
the previous Friday by Albert
Reynolds and British Prime Min-
ister John Major. The Sinn Féin
councillor stated that it had

clearly rejected the
Adams/Hume initiative.
“This is a major set-back for the

cause of peace in Ireland, particu-
larly so as it appears that the
Dublin government have acqui-
esced to Britain’s negative
response.”’

Britain responsible for war

EACE in Ireland, Palestine and South Africa was the theme of
a packed public meeting in Sheffield, chaired by British
Labour Party MP Helen Jackson. The meeting — sponsored by
the Troops Out Movement, Sheffield’s Palestine Solidarity Group
and its Socialist Movement — took place on Thursday, 28 Octo-
ber, in the city’s Memorial Hall despite calls in the local media to

stop it going ahead.

Sinn Féin Councillors Una Gillespie
and Francie Molloy spoke about the
Adams/Hume initiative and the
possibility for peace in Ireland. They

shared the platform with Palestinian
speaker Musser Al Farrah. Helen
Jackson MP, who had recently
returned from South Africa, opened

the meeting with a message of sup-
port from the ANC. She quoted Nel-
son Mandela: “It is the oppressor
that always determines the response
of the oppressed.”

Troops  Out  Movement
spokesperson, and one of the meet-
ing’s organisers, Lynn Brandon said:

“’Far from peacekeeping in
Ireland, Britain is responsible for
the war. Censorship, whether it's
the Broadcasting Ban which

silences voices, an exclusion
order which prevents travel, or
simply an attempt to prevent a
public meeting, is no solution to
war.”

Una Gillespie explained that
the Sinn Féin councillors wel-
comed the invitation to speak
because it helped “‘break down
censorship”. She stated:

“The Adams/Hume initiative
is the first real opportunity for
peace in 25 years.”

Una Gillespie, a West Belfast
councillor, also spoke at the Social-
ist Movement’s conference in
Chesterfield at the weekend.

-
@ FRANCIE MOLLOY

Soldier charged with funeral shooting

BRITISH SOLDIER from the 9th/12th Lancers appeared in
ABelfast Magistrates Court on Thursday, 28 October, charged
with attempting to murder a mourner outside the home of IRA

Volunteer Thomas Begley.

Eddie Copeland was shot and seri-
ously wounded, on Tuesday, 26
October, when a number of shots

were fired from the back of a
British army Land Rover as it
drove past mourners outside the

Begley’s Ardoyne home. A num-
ber of bullets struck houses in the
street and one resident had a lucky
escape when a bullet went
through her front window, pass-
ing inches from her head.
Appearing in court, Trooper

Andrew Brian Clarke (26) from
Liverpool, was dressed in civilian
clothing and remained silent
throughout the three-minute hear-
ing. The soldier’s address was giv-
en as Girdwood Barracks, Belfast.
An RUC detective inspector told

the court that he believed he could
connect Clarke with the X

The soldier was remanded into
military custody on the bail of
£2,000 until 19 January 1994.

Meanwhile, the two British sol-
diers charged with the killing of
Fergal Caraher in Cullyhanna,
County Armagh on 30 December
1990, are to go on trial next week.
The trial is due to begin on Mon-
day, 8 November.
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Myth of tit for tat

THERE ARE MANY WAYS to describe and ‘mitigate’
the indiscriminate attacks and killings by loyalists on
the nationalist community. For the last week, the 14 latest
loyalist killings have been described as reactive,
retaliatory violence. However, this is a fundamentally
flawed analysis of loyalist attacks on the nationalist
community of the Six Counties and border areas.

From the McMahon family, who lost five family members
on 24 March 1922, to the Greysteel massacre last weekend, the
history of the Stormont state is the history of systematic
unprovoked violence, killings and murders against
nationalists. It is a 70-year history of collusion between the
crown forces and the murder squads.

Perhaps surprisingly, it was Cardinal Cahal Daly who this
week recognised the truth of this when he said:

“Loyalist killings are more than just retaliation and revenge.
The current murderous campaign against Catholics is the
continuation of a long series of violent attacks on innocent
uninvolved Catholics, going back many years in our history.
These attacks historically predated IRA activity. They run in
parallel with, but often precede IRA acts”.

Anne Cadwallader writing in the Sunday Press highlighted
this last week. She wrote:

““The Shankill bombing has now replaced the ‘pan-
nationalist front’ (remember that?) as a handy cover for the
continuing loyalist killings which carry on relentlessly,
causing fear in the Catholic community not felt since the
1970s”.

In one case, the shooting dead of the Cairns brothers, the car
used in the killing was bought a week before the Shankill
bomb.

The truth is that for the last 25 years in particular, loyalist
murder squads have attacked nationalists indiscriminately
while many politicians and media have either ignored, or
worse still, explained away loyalist violence.

Last January, the UDA promised to intensify its murder
campaign “to a ferocity never imagined”. In 1992, they
proclaimed that they would target ‘’the republican
community”. In April of this year, a member of the UDA Inner
Council told an Irish Times reporter that “anyone who
interferes in the internal politics of Northern Ireland will have
a price to pay”.

But as highlighted elsewhere in this paper, that has
translated into attacks on pubs, GAA clubs, betting shops, taxi
drivers and passengers and shopowners. It is in fact, and
always has been, an attack on the whole nationalist
community.

It is an attack which has been carried out with weapons
supplied by MI5 and with the help of RUC/RIR intelligence
files, and directed by the loyalists’ British masters.

The level of attacks is not unresponsive to changing political
events, it is paralleled with the British political agenda in
Ireland. In 1991, during the Brooke talks, the Combined
Loyalist Military Command called a ceasefire for the duration
of the negotiations.

It is no accident that the positive moves by the nationalist
community for a real peace process have been met with an
increase in loyalist violence and a rejection by the British of
the Adams/Hume proposals. It is Britain who fuels, condones
and directs loyalist violence. It is, ultimately, only they who
can call off their dogs of war.

@ Sinn Féin's Tom Hartley (right) with the vSDLP'S
Mark Durkan at last Saturday’s Fortnight/Irish Film
Centre ‘Imagining Ireland’ conference in Dublin

Breaking the
log jam i

HE DENIAL of nationalist democratic consent,
the enshrining of a unionist veto, the debate on
the peace proposals — these were the themes of a
packed meeting on the Adams/Hume initiative in

Dublin last weekend.
Two nationalist politicians,
two journalists and a chair-
person whose weekday job
is offering Six-County view-
ers the censored news came
together for a stimulating
forthright debate on the
Adams/Hume's peace pro-
posals.

Tom Hartley Sinn Féin
national chairperson, Mark
Durkan SDLP chairperson,
Irish Times reporter Suzanne
Breen, Irish Independent
political columnist James
Downey and BBC current
affairs presenter Séamus
McKee all spoke at a fringe
meeting of the Fortnight/
Irish Film Centre Imagining
Ireland Conference last
weekend.

Mark Durkan was first to
address the crowd which
had packed into Connolly
Hall in Dublin’s Temple
Bar. Many People were
turned away from the
crowded venue, Durkan
told the audience that the
Adams/Hume dialogue
Was “not an exclusive
approach”. There were “no
fraps,.n'o threats, and no
Eg.osmon In the propos-

tw_o leaders were he
ryu;g to create the
« Ons for a tota] cessa-
tion of violence*. Out of this
they sought to Create a cop-

said “t,

and enjoy the allegiance of
all parties”.

It was Tom Hartley’s
address that dominated the
seminar. All the journalists
questions and those from
the floor were directed
towards the Sinn Féin chair-
person.

Hartley explained how
the process from the 1980s
to the Towards a Lasting
Peace document of 1992 was
an important development
In republican thinking. He
said the Adams/Hume joint
Statements in April and
September had broken the
]c_)g jam and “suddenly the
situation has started to
move after years of stagna-
tion”.

Newspaper surveys in
the Six and 26 Counties
have shown that there was
2 positive reaction from the

People to the process.
. He. highlighted the
nionist position, sayin
there had been some m)::»ve§
ment there as the OUP and
DUP had gone from a posi-
tion of ssmash Sinn Féin” to
myth’s nt
itive mm);nm”@ i i

Partition and consent
were the two themes of the
main body of Hartley’s
address. “Partition was
brough( about by a British
act of parliament for which
not a single Irish vote was
cast. The consent of the Irish
People has never been
Sought. It has never been

freely given. That is the nup
of our problems.”

“"The word consent is
used today as a political jus-
tification for the perpetua-
tion of the problem,” said
Hartley.

“"This bogus conceptisa
British government created
and maintained concept
Dublin governments have
acquiesed in this. Unionis!s
have understandably grasped
the negative power it bestows
on them.

’Unionists will not
change because ‘consent =
a euphemism for the veto—
makes it plain that thef
don’t have to chang®
Nationalists on the othef
hand do not have a1y
option. Their consent 0P
tition is not even part

uation.”

! Hartey ended his i
by stating that “in ”‘k’u‘"‘ﬁ
democratic settlement U

ist consent is of course
able. They cannot have
on the democratic

aved

Top of the agend for
questions following
S| es was Lhe_R ~
Major commqu\l{ -
b e
On the com® e
Hartley said that l:k e
“’be a major setba
British gove
an In'.shg peace proc::’m o
the Dublin g0V

acquiesed”. - latv
qo;\ the SP‘"“MFYN

4 the
Hartley said ¢ ml‘
measure the plar was o
“ywill it move the PR
forward”.

1 don’t thll\l“i Hdin
us forward,” 3¢

Mark Durkan 75
about John M":i; mli‘d‘
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©® John Major’s reaction to the Adnm/l!ume peace
process has been “'inexcusably negative and dismissive”

Major’s ‘weak stomach’ sickens

nationalists

/44 YT WOULD TURN MY STOMACH.” Those were the words

used by British Prime Minister John Major in Westminster
on Monday, to explain why he would not consider talking to
republicans or, by implication, consider the proposals made by

Gerry Adams and John Hume.

Those words may well come back
to haunt him in the months to
come. Northern nationalists are
united at present as they have not
been in a long time, partly in fear,
but mostly in anger and determi-
nation. The glib rebuttal of the
Adams/Hume proposals by John
Major has incensed most people
across the whole spectrum of Irish
nationalism.

“] take this as a personal
insult’” was a comment I heard
many times from middle-class
SDLP voters. At the weekend the
London paper, the Independent on
Sunday, published an appeal by 50
business people, Catholic and
Protestant, asking Major to heed
the Adams/Hume proposals.

This is a view shared by an
increasing number, as more peo-
ple lose their lives, particularly
nationalists subjected to an

unprecedented onslaught by loyal-
ist death squads.
John Major and Albert

Reynolds met briefly during the
EC summit in Brussels on Friday,
29 October, to discuss the current
situation in Ireland, and presum-
ably, the Adams/Hume proposals
which, so the British government
said, it had not yet seen.

The two prime ministers issued
a joint statement after a meeting
which lasted 45 minutes and
which up to the day before British
govemment sources would not
confirm was going ahead. At the
core of the statement were six
points. However five of them
merely reiterated in various ways

that people who use or support
“*violence” cannot be talked to or
take part in discussions. Point six
contained the usual vague promise
of “imaginative response” should
a “renunciation of violence” be
made “‘and sufficiently demon-
strated”.

The joint statement contained
no indication of a strategy for
peace, no hint of a plan on how to
. e -

B
©® The scene at th

e peace rally in Andersonstown, Belfast, last Sunday

move the political situation for-
ward.

It dismissed the Adams/Hume
proposals in these words:

“...There could be no question

B BY HILDA
Mac THOMAS
proposals were being “’buried”’,
Hume was being “sidelined”, said
many commentators.

t the weekend, John Hume

of [the two gover ts] adopting
or endorsing the report of the dia-
logue that was recently given to
the Taoiseach and which he had
not passed on to the British gov-
ernment.”

The t concluded with a

P d out that if the death
toll currently mounting in the Six
Counties was happening on
Major’s doorstep, the British prime
minister would be beating a path
to his door to ask what this peace

paragraph supporting a resump-
tion of the inter-party talks which
broke down in the Autumn of
1992

The joint statement was clearly
a snub for Hume in spite of the
sentence acknowledging “John
Hume's courageous and imagina-
tive efforts’’. The Adams/Hume

gy was about.

The Sinn Féin president
described the British government’s
response as “inexcusably negative
and dismissive”. Major’s depen-
dency on unionist votes at West-
minster was obviously an
important factor in this. He said
“party political interests and the
Tory party’s accord with the

4 )

unionists is dictating the British
government’s attitude to peace in
Ireland”. Gerry Adams went on to
express support for any effort the
Dublin prime minister might make
to “’focus the attention of the
British government on its respon-
sibility to play a leading role in
removing the causes of conflict
and division in Ireland”. (See page
8 for full statement).

In Westminster on Monday,
John Major reiterated his govern-
ment’s position expressed in the
Brussels statement. As unionists
listened intently he commended
the Dublin government for its
acknowledgement of “the right of
unionists to give or withhold con-
sent”, and said Dick Spring’s pro-
posals “clearly pointed towards
constitutional reform in the Irish
republic at the right time and in
the right circumstances”.

John Hume came back on the
attack. Why had the prime minis-
ter rejected his proposals before he
had talked to him about them?
Major retreated behind the Dublin
government:

I listened very carefully to
what the Taoiseach had to say.”

He finally added that he would
be happy to meet John Hume
“and also the leaders of the other
constitutional parties”.

s both John Hume and Gerry

Adams have pointed out in
various statements, if there is a
real peace initiative from whatever
quarter, they would support it if it
contained the potential to move
the situation forward. But is there
a new British initiative?

All John Major is talking about
is reviving the inter-party talks
process, a twice failed initiative in
which the Six-County participants,
unionists as well as SDLP, do not
even believe. This sounds more
like a diversion and a time-wast-
ing exercise than a ground-break-
ing initiative for peace.

Major seems unwilling to risk
losing his unionist allies in West-
minster by moving in a direction
which they perceive as undermin-
ing their privileged position.

The weakness of Major’s posi-
tion in Westminster at present
means that, just as the unionists
dictated the pace during the three-
strand talks process in 1991 and
again in 1992, they are dictating
the pace today in relation to
British policy.

In previous years the unionists,
and particularly the OUP, success-
fully placed their preconditions
high on everyone’s agenda. Arti-
cles Two and Three were elevated
from a nationalist symbol to the
main obstacle to political progress,
and an excuse for refusing to con-
sider the way forward.

There is no change in the
unionist position today. The differ-
ence is that they hold a key to John
Major’s survival in Westminster,
and this bodes ill for the chance of
peace in Ireland.

The British government seems
to have nothing to offer except
condemnations, rejections and
high-sounding moralising state-
ments on “violence”.

In a world context in which
protracted conflicts are being set-
tled by former enemies sitting
down and talking, all John Major
could find to say on Monday is
that talking to republicans would
“turn his stomach.”

If John Major does not have the
stomach for it, maybe he should
leave politics. His over-sensitive
;liigesuve tract is costing people’s

ives.
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Gerry Adams speaking at the pres:
conference at Corway Mill on 1 November
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Major has no

interest in
peace

T A PRESS CONFERENCE in Belfast on Monday, 1

November, Gerry Adams responded in detail to the

Brussels communique issued by the Dublin and London
overnments. The following is the text of his statement.

On 25 September John

Hume and I issued a joint
statement. In that statement we
pointed out that our discussions,
aimed at the creation of a peace
process, which would involve all
parties, have made considerable
progress. In effect, we, as leaders
of northern nationalist opinion,
reached agreement on a2 process
which if adopted by the two gov-
ernments could lead us out of
conflict and towards a real and
lasting peace on this island.

After decades of conflict this
is, clearly, a significant develop-
ment. It has been warmly
received both by nationalist opin-
jon in Ireland, North and South,
and by international political
opinion. It has focussed the
minds of the London and Dublin
governments in an almost
unprecedented way on the need
for a real peace process. On 3
October, the leadership of the
IRA welcomed the initiative and
pointed out that it could provide
the basis for peace.

The response of the British
government to the developing
peace initiative has been inexcus-
ably negative and dismissive.
Major's dependency on unionist
votes has obviously been a signif-
icant factor and this has been a
matter of serious concern for
those involved in the peace initia-
tive

between the two governments’.

On Friday last Mr Reynolds
and Mr Major issued a commu-
nique on these matters. Their
joint communique clearly rejects
the process outlined by John
Hume and ], yet it offers no obvi-
ous alternative. I am satisfied that
John Major has no real interest in
developing a real peace process.
am certain that he is out of step
with British public opinion on
this issue. He cannot and must
not be permitted to reject this
opportunity for peace.

Sinn Féin is firmly committed
to the search for peace. If the gov-
ernments have an initiative let us
hear what it is. | have no interest
in having my name attached to
such an initiative. Neither, | am
sure, has Mr Hume. Our interest
is in building a real peace pro-
cess,
Our primary concern (and the
concern of everyone who has an
interest in peace must be) at this
time is to ensure that the substan-
tive issues and the dynamic
required to advance all parties to
the conflict towards a meaningful
peace process, are included in the
hinking of the two gov
and in any alternative, if they are
considering an alternative, to the
process proposed by Mr Hume
and L.

Let me repeat that I am satis-
fied that Major is not interested in

In our joint t John
Hume and I recognised that ‘the
broad principles involved will
be for wider considepation

loping a real peace process at
this time. Major’s desire is to hold
onto power. Party political inter-
ests and the Tory party’s accord

with the unionists is dictating the

British government’s attitude to
peace in Ireland. That attitude
must be changed. I support Mr
Hume's efforts to do this.

There is an onerous responsi-
bility on Mr Reynolds. It is obvi-
ous that the British government
will seize upon any opportunity
to divert attention from Major’s
reluctance to be part of a genuine
peace process and in order not to
be seen to have rejected an oppor-
tunity for a lasting peace.

Let me assure Mr Reynolds
that I am anxious to ensure that
any proposals he may have will
be given a fair hearing by repub-
licans. At the same time he must
be aware that the seriousness of
the situation and recent events
demand urgent action from his
government to focus the attention
of the British government on its
responsibility to play a leading
role in removing the causes of
conflict and division in Ireland.
An endeavour by Mr Reynolds to
do this would have my support.
No one can be allowed to play
propaganda games with a situa-
tion as serious as the one we are
all faced with.

Two weeks ago I pointed out
that we are at a crossroads in our
history. An opportunity to create
a real peace process clearly does
exist, This requires courage and
imagination, particularly on the
part of the two governments, In
our proposals to them John Hume
and I pointed a way forward,

; In the absence of any other ini-
tiative | reiterate my conviction
that the process advanced by Mr
Hume and myself contains the
substantive issues and the
dynémic required to advance all
parties to the conflict towards a
meaningful peace process,

Until we are Persuaded that
there is an alternative
this will remain my vie:
am fully committe,
suing it.

Process
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outside the GPO Dublin on
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THE PEACE INITIATIVE

Rallies, organised by commu-
nity leaders and civil rights
activists, and attended by hun-
dreds of people in support of
the Adams/Hume peace initia-
tive were held throughout
Belfast on Sunday.

In the north of the city hun-
dreds of people attended rallies
at Flax Street, Ardoyne, and at
the site of the memorial, in the
New Lodge Road area, to the 15
people who lost their lives in a
:o—v}:‘agingk loyalist bomb attack

n urk'’s i
it Bar in December

The vigil in the Short Strand
area of Belfast was attended by
300 people, while hundreds
more gathered on the Anderson-
:)l:rv:n Road at the Busy Bee car

Speaking at the New Lodge
rally a community activist with
lung' years of experience of the
reality of life in North Belfast
agreed that the Adams/Hume
dlfalugue Was the only initiative
wt::h the, ”;x)ssibilily of bringing
‘l’._‘":»:s',a total cessation of al) vio-
_ The community worke,
ily criticised the %riti:;\hg:):\r:::
ment's  attitude to the
Adams/Hume talks and con-

demned British Direct

;31 October, following the Greysteel massacre
% L itnddeie B AP

Vigils N
support Ad

Sunday

i

pursued by the political lead-

ers of Six-County nationalists, Sinn Féin President Ger-
ry Adams and SDLP leader John Hume, was given a vote
of confidence at vigils held in the 26 and Six Counties.

the Six Counties Patrick Mayhew
for his efforts to resurrect the so-
called Brooke/Mayhew talks
process.

Concluding, the speaker
called for inclusive dialogue,
saying that, “we need a process
that will allow everyone who is
involved in this conflict to have a
say in how to end it. We need 2
solution that can gain the alle-
giance of everyone.”

Speakers at the Busy Bee rally
included Michael Kelly, brother
of eleven-year-old Carol-Anne
Kelly, shot dead by British
crown forces in 1981. He

appealed to the British govern- peof

ment, “not to shut the door on
Adams and Hume" and “to talk
to Gerry Adams”.

Sinn Féin Councillor Alex

Maskey told the rally that ifas s

seems likely the British gov-
ernment has rejected the
Adams/Hume proposals “it 1
a bitter disappointment. A poS”
itive response might t}ave
transformed the entire situa-
tion.”

Maskey voiced concern that
the Dublin government ma?’
have accepted, “Britain’s rigi}"':
to reject the Adams/Hume int®
tiative.

orfh
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A Tell-known West Belfast
‘IJcommunity and human
>~ rights activist Fr Des Wilson,
s expressed his‘admiration and

res, for the 0urzge shown by
or Geﬁ;dAdams’l{'d John Hume in
e, taking the political risks they did
SS  jn initiating talks.
is Wilson told the crowd that it
a s ““we the pe0pleedwho will
a  decide who our ¢cted represen.
e tatives will bes Who they will ali
to and what they will taly
) bout”. :
2 e said it W8S  disgrace thay
e ple like Mayhew and Major
b Db do not ha% single vote in
e Ireland should ¥ 2nd tell Irish
ple who thelf Tepresentatives
talk to-
n sho.;'l:“i West Belfast priest
likened this €250 to “the

e €] 7.

- pllantﬂ'i"" oWRet telling the

talk t
s slaves "’"‘;,ﬂ] ety

V; Wh?:'oﬂ:r);lu“i'y uw°rke.; Liz
‘. ves sum’ _kP ti_xe impor-
is Gro . o Belf?st rallies saying

i A l}o demon-
the 12 1onalist peope,
strate tha n\D‘; than a,.yine
ant Peace. “The
/! l’v;uﬂ“ nlative wag ghe

ot achieVing it

s 0"9_'.200 People
= vigil Calledpby

the Irish National Congress on
Sunday. The rally at the GPO
was chaired by Robert Ballagh
who said he wished to express
his horror at the atrocity of
the previous night at
Greysteel, County Derry, and
his sympathy to all those
bereaved over the past month.
He continued:

“The escalating violence in
the North of Ireland during this
last month underlines even more
the need for an active peace dia-
logue.
“We are disappointed that
the Irish and British govern-
ments have failed to positively
respond to the courageous
efforts by John Hume and Gerry
Adams. Their dismissal of the
Hume/Adams initiative and
their failure to offer anything
new in its place other than a con-
tinuing policy of containment
and deadlocked talks is tragic
and can only lead to further con-
flict.

“The formula that violence
must end before political dia-
logue begins has not worked in
any other country. Political talks
must take place now in order to
bring about peace.

“These talks must seek not
only unionist consent but must
also acknowledge the right of
northern nationalists to withhold
their consent to British rule.

“Peace cannot be achieved
through closing doors. The gov-

" L

T ;

b e Mitiatiyg
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Support the
Ume/Adams

oy
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rth and South
Adams/Hume

- ments over the past few days
- represent a major set-back for
peace in this country”.

ernments must respond to the
Hume/Adams dialogue or they
bear some of the responsibility
for the mounting death toll.”

A minute’s silence was
observed at the vigil and the
lament Caoineadh Luimn{ was
played by Cormac Bhreatnach
and Niall O Callandin.

n RUC inspector told Sinn

Féin’s Mid-Ulster repre-
sentative Barry McElduff that
he could not guarantee the
safety of demonstrators hold-
ing a peace vigil outside the
town hall in Cookstown, Coun-
ty Tyrone on Monday, 1
November. The group handed
out leaflets and displayed plac-
ards calling for support for the
Adams/Hume initiative. They
received a supportive response
from the public.

Over 50 people held a vigil in
Toome on Sunday. Commending
those who took part Sinn Féin
Councillor John Hurl said:

“It is very important that
none of us are spectators to the
peace process; we should all do
something to assist it. We
believe that the Adams/Hume
initiative is progressive and
forward looking. In stark con-
trast to this the British govern-
ment is going backwards with
its negative and insulting
response to peace moves. Dia-
logue is the only solution and
must begin now.”
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Unionists must
not he used to

N A HIGHLY-SIGNIFICANT SPEECH on the Six Coun-
ties on Wednesday during a special Leinster House debate
on the issue T4naiste and Foreign Affairs Minister Dick
Spring, leader of the Labour Party set out what he called
“’democratic principles which can underpin a peace pro-

The speech on Wednesday, 27
October, came three days before
Albert Reynolds met John Major
in Brussels and set the tone for
that meeting. But the speech con-
tained nothing new. In fact it
seemed to actually reinforce sup-
port for the British-government
backed unionist veto on the
future of the Six Counties. The
emphasis in the speech was on
“ag b the unioni
and nationalist traditions” rather
than on the responsibility of the
two governments to move the sit-
uation forward. The key role of
the British government was not
mentioned.

The first of the “six princi-
ples” set out by Spring stated that
“’the people living in Ireland,
North and South, without coer-
cion, without violence, should be
free to determine their own
future”. The second said “that
freedom can be expressed in the
development of new structures
for the governing of Northern Ire-
land, for relationships between
North and South, and for rela-
tionships between the two
islands. For many of us, of
course, the freedom to determine
our own future by agreement
should lead to the possibility ulti-
mately of unity on this island.”

It is the third and fourth of
Spring’s principles that were
most controversial and indeed
contradictory. His third principle
said that “no agreement can be
reached in respect of any change
in the present state of Northern
Ireland without the freely
expressed consent of a majority of
the people of Northern Ireland”.

In his next principle Spring
apparently went further than pre-
vious statements by the Dublin
government, and further than
Article One of the Hillsborough
Agreement when he said:

“Let us once and for all accept
here that if we talk about the free-
dom of unionists to give their
consent to constitutional change,
we must also recognise the free-
dom of unionists to withhold
consent from such change, unless
and until they are persuaded by
democratic political means only.”

Clearly the consent of a major-
ity of the people of the Six Coun-
ties is not the same as the consent
of unionists, who constitute
roughly 54% of the population
there. Nationalists and a section

: T

® DICK SPRING

of unionists could also constitute
a majority in the six Counties.
This point was questioned by the
SDLP’s Séamus Mallon after
Spring had made his speech.

The fifth point seemed to be
hinting at support for changes to
Articles Two and Three of the
1937 Constitution. Again the
word ‘consent’ — a desirable con-
cept in its ordinary meaning —
appeared to be used as a code-
word for the unionist veto. Spring
said that “if we believe in consent
as an integral part of any demo-
cratic approach to peace, we must
be prepared at the right time and
in the right circumstances to
express our commitment to that
consent in our fundamental law”.

“Fundamental law’’ refers
to the Constitution and the
inclusion of this point in
Spring’s “’six principles’’
would also cause concern to
many nationalists.

One Sunday newspaper politi-
cal correspondent with sources in
the Fianna Fiil/Labour govern-
ment said that the speech had
been put together quickly in the
two days before it was delivered
and that it had given rise to ten-
sion between Spring’s office and
that of Albert Reynolds.

The point of contention
between them was the fourth
principle which referred to
unionists having a right to “with-
hold consent”.

The sixth principle outlined by
Spring said that the “men of vio-
lence... can come to the negotiat-

veto change

ing table, that they can play a
peaceful part in the development
of Ireland’s future if only they
would stop the killing, and the
maiming and the hurting. We
will make a place, and we will
develop structures, to bring in
from the cold those who have
lived in the shadow of their own
terrorism — and we are prepared
to begin that process the moment
a total cessation of violence
makes it possible for us to do so.”

In an initial response to Spring’s
speech Sinn Féin said:

“Sinn Féin believes that the
route to peace in Ireland is to be
found in the exercise of the right
to self-determination, without
impediment of any kind, by the
Irish people as a whole.

“The ultimate exercise of that
right is in the first instance
dependent upon the British gov-
ernment conceding the principle.

“’Sinn Féin is firmly commit-
ted to the search for peace. The
primary concern at this juncture
is in relation to the process and
the vital political dynamic
required to move the situation in
that direction.

“In this, Mr Reynolds discus-
sions with British Prime Minister
John Major will have a crucial
bearing.

“"The British government must
not allow its dependency on
unionist votes at Westminster to
delay the search for lasting peace.

“Allin Ireland who seek peace
should not permit the British to
deflect us in such a way.”

peaking in Scotland on Fri-

day evening, 29 October,
Sinn Féin Six-County Chair-
person Mitchel McLaughlin
said:

“Common sense tells us that
the peace process in Ireland will
only succeed if unionists are not
allowed to impede the search for
agreement.

“Likewise, the peace initiative
will only work if unionist antipa-
thy to political change is not
allowed to be deployed as an
effective veto to the right of the
Irish people as a whole (of which
the unionists are an essential sec-
tion) to exercise self-determina-
tion.

“Everyone knows that
attempts in the past at internal
solutions have always failed.
There can be no internal solution.

“If the British government
has any serious desire to facili-
tate the search for peace in Ire-
land the unionists cannot be
allowed any power of veto over
the peace process.”
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IN 1976, Derryman Shane Paul O'Doherty was given
30 life sentences at London’s Old Bailey for his IRA
activities in Britain. He was 21 years old. Released
from prison in 1989 following highly-publicised
accounts of his estrangement from the IRA during his
years in jail, O'Doherty went to Trinity College,
Dublin, where he studied English.

The Volunteer, an account of
O’Doherty’s experiences in
the IRA, is an interesting,
exciting and colourful, if
somewhat embellished,
account of the early days of
the current phase of strug-
gle against British misrule in
Ireland. In it, O'Doherty
also attempts to give an
explanation of why he sub-
sequently distanced himself
from the IRA and adopted a
pacifist ideology.

It would be my own
belief that O'Doherty’s
experience does not repre-
sent that of the average IRA
Volunteer in the Six Coun-
ties. At the age of ten years,
he concealed in the floor-
boards of his Derry home a
self-penned note: “WhenI
grow up I want to fight and,
if necessary, die for Ire-
land’s freedom.”

This indicated an obvi-
ously intense, idealistic and
somewhat romantic person-
ality, particularly when one
considers that he wrote the
note in 1965 before the Six
Counties had become an
arena of struggle and before
he had any awareness of
modern republicanism.

Unlike most, O'Doherty
had no doubt at the tender
age of ten years that he
would one day be an IRA
Volunteer involved in an
armed struggle against
British occupation. He says
that he was deeply affected

by the writings of the 1916
leaders and engaged in
what he terms a “lonely and
emotional with

r Volunteer

sectarian discrimination at
first hand, I would have to
say that the historical reso-
nance of the terms Sinn Féin
and IRA are powerful influ-
ences on the young and ide-
alistic in places like Dublin.
An awareness of previous
periods of IRA activity
which dislodged the British
from the 26 Counties would
be compounded by events
like the early H-Block

the spirit of these writings
— to the extent I wrote and
hid my own Pearsian note
already described. I might
often write with a vein of
irony or satire, but it would
be untrue to play down the
patriotic dedication that I
felt for years before there
was any outlet for it, and
the absolute confidence that
I would be involved in an
IRA campaign.”

As a republican from the
26 Counties, I read the fore-
going with mixed feelings.
On the one hand, I don't
think O’Doherty’s route is the
one trod by the average
northern nationalist to the
ranks of the Irish Republican
Army. British army and RUC
harassment, sectarian dis-
crimination and the realisa-
tion of one’s designation to
second-class citizenship in the
Orange state, the absence of
democracy and normal politi-
cal avenues to change, seem
the more practical and likely
experiences which lead to
active involvement in the IRA
there.

And yet at the same time,
as a republican from the 26
Counties I can personally
identify with O’Doherty’s
route to republican
activism. Never experienc-
ing military occupation or

. i
@ Waterford’s Ger Harris flies past Wexford

Ross last Sunday

of book from which they

p the 1981 Hunger
Strike, the Loughgall
ambush, and Gibraltar. Add
to this an interest in history
and politics and a natural
inclination to take up politi-
cal positions, it is inevitable
that many not obviously or
directly affected come to
question themselves as to
where they stand on the
national liberation struggle.
The more idealistic ask what
can they do to participate in
it and look to such partici-
pation with a sense of hon-
our and pride which is hard
to equal.

The antinationalist bigots
down here love to harp on
at length about a romanti-
cism within Irish republi-
canism. But they miss the
point completely, reducing
the entire dynamic of the
republican struggle to what
they portray as a few mal-
contents obsessed with his-
tory and what they call the
‘blood sacrifice’.

While this neo-unionist
clique are not likely to be
acquainted with any repub-
licans from the 26 Counties,
they have even less idea of
the northern nationalist
experience. I doubt, howev-
er, if O'Doherty’s personal
account will do much to
enlighten them. It’s the sort

will undoubtedly
take what they
want and overlook
that which upsets
their pro-British
analysis.

nother aspect

which seems to
separate O'Doherty
from the average
IRA Volunteer is
that of class. His
childhood seems to
have been comfort-
able enough and he
lived in what
appears to have

An phoblacht/Republican News

been a relatively
quiet, mainly mid-
dle-class district of
Derry city. Of
course, IRA mem-
bership has never
been the preserve of
those from any one
social class.

O’'Doherty
paints a vivid and
exciting, possibly
exaggerated picture
of his role in the
early days of the ;
iteks | SHANEO'DO
the first part of the
book. The latter :
parts concentrate
heavily on the argu-
ments going on in _
his head while imprisoned  deals very muc.h ina
and his i ing doubts IC tic, and intensely the-
about his role in the strug- oretical view of the world
gle which eventually result- which seems to obscure his
ed in the adoption of a perceptions of the harsh
pacifist approach. It is realities of that world, of life
patently obvious that this and of revoluhonary,strug-
change was the result of gle. In many ways O'Doher-
O'Doherty’s capitulationto  ty’s book demonstrates the
a strong sense of personal dangers of romanticising
guilt attached to his involve- ~ armed struggle in particu-
ment in life-threatening lar.
armed activities. Romanticism should

In many ways O'Doher-  never be confused with ide-
ty’s eventual decision to alism. Because a course of
part ways with the IRA is action is correct does not
directly related to his deci- automatically mean that it is
sion from an early age to nice, and the opposite is

become involved with it. He

often the case.

James Connolly would
have something to say on
the subject to incumbent
Volunteers: “No, there is no
such thing as humane or
civilised war! War may be
forced upon a subject race
or a subject class to put an
end to subjection of race, of
class, or sex. When so
waged it must be waged
thoroughly and relentlessly,
but with no delusions as to
its elevating nature or civil-
ising methods.”

@ The Volunteer: a former
IRA man's true story, by
Shane Paul O'Doherty. Price
£4.99.

‘s Paul Flood to score Waterford’s first goal at New

Kilkenny cruise to win

H BY RORY DUNNE

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS Kilkenny travelled
to Trim last Sunday and they cruised to an
expected win over All-Ireland B champions Meath.
The home side tried hard but at the end of the day
they couldn’t match Kilkenny’s class and skill.

The Cats made the perfect
start with two goals from
Adrian Ronan and Eamonn
Morrisey in the opening six
minutes and as the half pro-
gressed, DJ Carey, Canice
Brennan and Ronan piled on
the points. Pat Potterton and
David Martin kept the home
side in touch but at half-time
Kilkenny led by 3-7 to 0-4.
After the break, Meath made
a gallant comeback with
goals from Potterton and
Mike Cole and at one stage
the deficit was only six
points, but at the finish
Kilkenny won easily by 4-14
to 2-8.

The National League
champions Cork, gained
their first points of the pre-
sent campaign when they
defeated Antrim by 2-21'to 3-
11. Cork’s apathetic attitude
to the league was summed
up by the paltry attendance
of 150 at Ballinlough. The

difference in the two sides
was their forward lines, with
the former Carlow player
Mark Mullins particularly
impressive at centre forward.
He scored eight points, all of
them from play. Cork led by
1-6 to 0-1 after 15 minutes
but Antrim didn't help their
cause by shooting 15 wides.
Antrim kept in touch
throughout the second half
but their hopes were dashed
by Cork’s second goal in the
49th minute. Barry Egan
scored the decisive goal but
he was a bit lucky as the ball
struck a defender’s leg and
that helped it to the net.
Antrim had reduced Cork’s
lead to two points after 50
minutes, fullow'u\g John Car-
son’s second goal and a
pointed 65 by Paul McKillen.
Then Mark Mullins entered
the fray by scoring four
unanswered points to leave
Cork the likelier winners.

Antrim kept on battling and
only a great save by goal-
keeper Ger Cunningham
prevented Carson from get-
ting a hat-trick in the 54th
minute. Sedn Paul McKillop
crashed the rebound to the
net but it was too late by
then.

One of Cork’s newcom-
ers, Fergal McCormack, had
a great run through the
Antrim defence in the ninth
minute and unmarked full
forward Paul O’Callaghan
took the pass from him and
crashed the ball to the net.
John Carson caused Cork a
lot of problems and his first
goal just before half-time left
Antrim trailing by only 1-12
to 1-7. His second goal in the
36th minute was hit to the
net after a great run, but in
the end his two goals weren’t
enough.

Elsewhere in Division
One, Wexford, Tipperary
and Galway had wins over
Waterford, Limerick and
Down respectively, while
Laois beat Westmeath in
Division Two where Offaly
and Clare drew.
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Who Give's A Damn''

@ Residents of Dublin's south inner city take to the streets to deman
action from Dublin Corporation against drug pushers in their area
— ——

Corporation urged

- v -~

H BY LIAM O COILEAIN

P TO 200 south inner city residents marched to Dublin’s City
Hall on Monday evening to demand that the drug problem
in their area be tackled seriously by Dublin Corporation.

The protest march, org; d by

and Independent Councillor Tony

the St Catherine’s Combined Com-
munities Group and South Inner
City Concerned Parents Against
Drugs, made its way from School
Street to City Hall to lobby coun-
cillors arriving for the regular
monthly meeting. They were
joined outside City Hall by Coun-
cillor Christy Burke of Sinn Féi
e = —

> 37 3 7

® Dublin's children have a right to live in areas free from pushers

workers in struggle...

Gregory.

The residents’ main demands
are that they should be consulted
in flat allocations, that the corpora-
tion should promptly evict con-
victed drug pushers from local
authority accommodation and
refuse to rehouse them and that
proper community and sports

facilities be provided for young
people in the area to give them an
alternative to the streets.

The extent of the drugs prob-
lem in the area has reached epi-
demic proportions, with the
number of addicts reaching record
levels, according to local people.
The night before the march, sus-
pected drugs dealer Francis
Rodgers was shot dead in the
Coombe area of Dublin. Rodgers,
a former British soldier, was
apparently the latest victim of the
escalation of violence within and
between criminal drug-pushing
elements in the city.

A leaflet handed out by the
marchers said that “the people of
the south inner city have been wit-
nessing for years the serious prob-
lem that the official circles are now
conceding exists".

’We have seen the living envi-
ronment deteriorate substantially
with flat complexes virtually taken
over by pushers and turned into
drugs supermarkets. We know the
fear this has engendered. We have
seen the children having to be
locked indoors for their protection,

workers in struggle...workers in strugg

to act aganst iv)'ushers

the elderly afraid to walk to the
shops...”

They pointed out that when
communities stand together,
even with official neglect of the
problem, pushers and drugs can
be thrown out and a safe envi-
ronment for children created.
This was the case in School
Street flats complex, formerly a
black spot, but which was
cleaned up by concerted action
involving residents, gardai and
the corporation.

“Even kids are afraid to go out
and play,” said Bernard Dempsey,
of the St Catherine’s group, who
estimates that there are over 100
pushers operating in the small
area between Dolphin’s Barn and
the Oliver Bond flats, not includ-
ing addicts selling for the pushers
to feed their own habits. “If some-
thing is not done then there’ll be
no hope whatsoever for young
people,” he said. “If it keeps up all
the decent people will move out
and the flats will go to rack and

He said that residents were ask-
ing to be given a day’s notice of

e...workers in struggle...

new tenancies by the corporation,
so that they could be checked out.
He also warned that in the absence
of effective official action, local
people would sort out their own
areas, giving known pushers 24
hours to get out or steps would be
taken “to put them out”.

Councillor Christy Burke con-
gratulated the residents for tack-
ling the issue. He told AP/RN:

“Corporation tenants have a
right not to have to live beside
drug pushers. Parents should not
have to attempt to raise their chil-
dren in local authority estates and
flat complexes alongside this trade
in death. Because of official
neglect, this has been the case.
People are now again taking their
demands for a decent standard of
living, free from these parasites, to
the streets. I will do all in my pow-
er to support them.”

Councillors at the meeting
agreed to invite officials responsi-
ble for the allocation of flats to
their next meeting to discuss the
issue. They also urged that extra
resources be allocated to deal with
the drug problem.

Aer Lingus workers ballot on Cahill plan  w e

AER LINGUS workers are to ballot on the Cahill plan for the
irline which involves £50 million in cuts following agree-
ment between union representatives and management. Four out-
standing pay issues have been referred to a special Labour
Relations Commission Tribunal for adjudication.

These include the 5.25% in pay ris-
€8 owed to staff under the PESP
and over £1,000 in back money
which accrues from this.

The tribunal is also to adjudi-
cate on the company’s refusal to
Pay future service increments to
staff and its intention not to pay
any new pay round.

The precise details of what's on
?“Ef are to be given at public meet-
Ings over the next week. Workers
Will be balloted on whether to

accept the general proposals.

800 job losses and massive cut-
backs in working conditions are
the fruits of the Cahill plan. There
are to be massive cuts in overtime,
shift allowances and other work
allowances and a host of new
work practices for remaining
workers.

Meanwhile 250 redundancies are
being sought at TEAM Aer Fingus.
Talks on new work practices at
TEAM still have to take place.

If you have a story at your

CORK POSTAL WORKERS
RETURN TO WORK

At a mass meeting of Commu-
nication Workers’ Union (CWU)
members in Connolly Hall, Cork,
on Tuesday, 2 November, postal
workers in dispute with An Post
decided to return to work.
Throughout the strike the CWU
leadership opposed the workers
action.

The strikers had been subjected
to several vitriolic attacks recently
by Frank Boland of the Cork
Chamber of Commerce during the
strike, including a statement that
they were guilty of “industrial ter-
rorism”’,

Reacting to these remarks Don
O’Leary of Cork Sinn Féin said

wor
Phone 8733611/8733839,

there was “no justification for such
comments’’. O’Leary continued:
“Mr Boland seems to think it rea-
sonable that it is workers who
must make all the sacrifices in the
current economic crisis. He’s
wrong, and as the postal workers
have demonstrated, workers will
not lie down so easily.”

YOUGHAL CARPET
WORKERS ACCEPT DEAL
The workers at Youghal Car-
pets in Cork have accepted the
company’s plan for the plant.
The decision was taken at a mass
meeting of the SIPTU workforce
in Connolly Hall on Monday.
The company, Coats Viyella, had
threatened to close the plant if

place, let us know, Get in contact with AP/RN.

the workers rejected their terms.
109 people, or one in four of the
workforce, will be made redun-
dant.

AMBULANCE
DISPUTE OVER

A three-year no-strike clause
has been forced on ambulance
workers in the Eastern Health
Board area. The acceptance by
workers of the Labour Court pro-
posals on Tuesday, 2 November
saw the end of the five-week old
dispute. The stoppage began over
a pay settlement dating back to
1989.

The ambulance workers will
resume work on Thursday morn-
ing, 4 November.
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CURSA NUA FIONTRIOCHTA TRI GHAEILGE

Daltai den scoth

de dhith

B LE hOISIN O MURCHU

Labhaﬁr an t-Ollamh Finnbarr O Brolchdin os comhair scaifte
mhaith ag cruinnit poibli sa Chultirlann i mBéal Feirste,

oi?he D¢ Mdirt, 2 Samhain, ar an chéim nua fiontrafochta at
toiseacht ar Choldiste na hOllscoile Bhaile Atha Cliath ar an bhli-

ain seo chugainn.

ag

Bhi cruinnid nf ba luaithe sa
14 ar an &bhar seo ag O Brolchéin
le daltaf agus muinteoirf i Medn-
scoil Feirste. Mhinigh O
Brolchdin an leagan amach a
mbeidh ar an chirsa nua a
miiinfear tri mhedn na Gaeilge
amhdin.

Duiirt O Brolchin gur ctrsa
den scoth até i geeist aige a tha-
gann faoi bhrdid na Rann6ga
Gn6, Rfomhaireachta agus Tean-
gacha. Duirt sé nach mbeadh ach
15 dalta sa tir ar fad ag toiseacht

ar an chirsa an bhliain seo
chugainn agus mar sin nach
mbeadh ach scoth na ndaltaf ag
dul don chtirsa. Mha’z» =& nach
nglacfaidh le nios m6 nd 20 ?lalta
ar fad ar an chiirsa i mbliain ar
bith ina dhiaidh sin.

Cuireadh i leith Uf Bhrolchdin
roimhe seo go raibh an ctirsa
claonta in aghaidh duine ar bith
nach raibh Gaeilge aige. Ag frea-
gairt an léirmheasa seo arsa o
Brolchdin go simpli: ;

T4 an ctrsa claonta in
aghaidh duine ar bith nach
bhfuil Gaeilge aige!”

—

Ddirt sé nach bhfuil a mha-
casamhail de chirsa ar f4il in 4j¢
ar bith eile sa tir agus na trf ran-
nég ag taci leis. Mar sin nf raibh
ach na daltaf is fearr de dhith ajr,

T4 O Brolchdin tosaithe anoig
ar chamchuairt timpeall na
nGaelscoileanna ar fad sa tir lejg
an chtirsa nua a mhinit. Dtirt s
go n-éireodh sé as a phost mura
bhfuil sé abalta go leor daltaf a
aimsid le tds a chur ar an chrsa,

T4 sé de rin aige fosta dul
thart ar scoileanna Bhéarla a
bhfuil caighdedn maith Gaeilge
acu.

Scoil gheimhridh faoi
choinne Bhéal Feirste

TA SCOIL GHEIMHRIDH 4 reachtdil don chéaduair ag Coiste
Fhéile an Phobail, Bhéal Feirste Thiar, idir Dé hAoine 34 agus
Dé Domhnaigh 5t de mhi na Nollag.

Is € téama na scoile na “Scribh-
neoiri Eireannacha agus an
Chriochdheighilt”.

Bionn roinnt imeachtaf liteartha
le linn na priomhfhéile achan bli-
ain agus bionn réimse de
dhiospéireachtai agus de shéisitin
phlé le cuig bliana anuas.

Duirt Deirdre Nic Mhands de

choiste Fhéile an Phobail “go
bhfuil an scoil gheimridh 4 thion6l
mar chuid d’fhorbairt agus de
leathni na heagraiochta agus mar
rud a thabharfadh deis duinn dirit
agus beachtu ar abhar ar leith
seachas réimse d’abhair mar a
dhéanamid le linn na féile”

Beidh na himeachtai ar fad ar

sitl i gCultiirlann Mhac Adaim/O
Fiaich agus i Halla na Saoirse, i
Larionad Shedin Mhic Giolla
Bhride i gceantar na bhFal, Béal
Feirste.

Oscl6idh Brian Keenan na
himeachtai i Halla na Saoirse ar a
7in, Dé hAoine, 3 mhi Nollaig. Idir
sin agus 4in Dé Domhnaigh beidh

dfosp6ireachtaf, seoladh leabhar,
turas stairitil ar an cheantar
chomh maith le neart ceoil agus
craice.

I measc na geainteoiri a bheas i
lathair ag na diospéireachtai
¢agsiila beidh Mary Holland, Nell
McCafferty, Steve McDonagh,
Ulick O Connor, Bill Rolston,
Pé4draig O Snodaigh agus go leor
leor eile.

Beidh diosp6ireachtaf ar chin-
sireacht, ar ionnanas cultirtha, ar
litrfocht na hEireann agus ath-
scriobh na staire.

T4 na heagraithe ag tairiscint
pacéiste 16istin agus bricfeasta do
dh4 oiche, dh4 16n, an turas stair-
itiil agus saorchead isteach go dtf
cliig shéisitin diospéireachta agus
chuig an oiche cheoil ar an Satharn
faoi choinne £50.

M4 t4 tuilleadh eolais de dhith
déan teagmbhail le Féile an Phobail,
An Chultdrlann, 216 Béthar na
bhF4l, Béal Feirste BT12 6AH. Fén
(0232) 313440. Facs (f/ch) (0232)
238594.

ACHT NUA BREATNAISE —
TREISEOFAR EILIMH
EIREANNACHA

Ta’ Acht nua na Breatnaise ag
teacht i bhfeidhm roimh an
Nollaig a chuireann dualagas
ar an earnail phoibli sa
Bhreatain Bheag gné a
dhéaramh tri Bhreatnais leo
siid sa phobal gur mhaith leo
é.

Déanann an acht bord
reachttil as Bord na Breatnaise a
bhi ina bhord comhairleach go dti
seo. Beidh an bord nuacheaptha
freagrach as treoracha a leagan
amach le feidhm phraiticidgil a
thabhairt don phrionsabal gur
cheart déiledil leis an Bhreatnais
agus an Béarla ar bhonn cothrom.

Cuireann an acht nua d‘iallach
ar oifigi stdit lasmuigh den
Bhreatain Bheag cloi le fordlacha
an achta nuair atd siad ag
déanamh gno le Breatnaigh a
bhaineann leis an Bhreatain
Bheag.

Chomh maith sin tugann an
acht nua ceart dlithidil do
dhaoine Breatnais a labhairt i
gcasanna cuirte agus beidh sé ar
chumas an bhoird deontais a
bhronnadh chun an teanga a chur
chun cinn.

T4 bille cearta Gaeilge 4 n-
éileamh le fada ag gniomhaithe
Gaeilge in Eirinn 6 thuaidh agus
6 dheas,

Cuirfidh Gaeilgeoirf sna Sé
Chontae go hdirithe an-spéis i
staid dlithidil na Breatnaise sa
Bhreatain Bheag.

Nil stddas ar bith oifigiiil ag
an Ghaeilge sna Sé Chontae gi
gur thaispedin an daondireamh is
maille i 1991 go bhfuil 142,000
duine sna Sé Chontae a bhfuil
cumas na Gaeilge acu ar bhealach
éigin.

Is cinnte go gcuirfidh na
hathruithe san acht nua Breat-
naise leis na héilimh go bpléann
rialtas na Breataine leis an
Ghaeilge ar an bhealach chéanna
agus a bpléann siad leis an
Bhreatnais.

BALLRAIOCHT
SHINN FEIN

Is é bunaidhm Shinn Féin aisthar-
rraingt na Breataine 6 na Sé Chontae,
athaontd d4r dtire agus bunadh

phoblacht shéisialach dhaonlathach.

Mais mian leat bheith i do bhall de
Shinn Féin, né tuilleadh volas a fhail
faoi Shinn Féin né 4r ngniomhartha
agus 4r bpolasaithe, lion an fhoirm
thios agus seol é chuig

Sinn Féin, 44 Cearn6ég Pharnell,
Baile Atha Cliath 1.

Ainm

Seoladh

Aois

Pﬁ.dmig O’Keeffe — td sraith cheithre chlir raidié ag
toiseacht ar RTE 1 ar shaol an fhidléara chailidil as Ciarrai

Dé Sathairn seo, 6 Samhain, ar 9.15in. T4 CD agus caiséad &
n-eisidint i dteannta leis an tsraith

: Ow?ug Gaelach

Beidh fdilte roimh chach chuig

Siamsa

Ag Coméradh chéad bliain Conradh na Gaeilge
SATHAIRN 13 SAMHAIN
Halla Ui Chinnéide
Lérionad Eireannach,Murray Street
Candem Town, Londain
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Women for

real peace
irde,
%\ea:a:cala’ting violence in
the SiX Counties has shocked
eryone and reinforces the
m\;m need for peace. The
gams/Hume initiative is the
b - process in the last 25
(T?i“r\p hich points thc.way
z.:w;r\is ajust and lasting
pt‘ﬂ\’fc-"ﬂ has it been more
: comen and wom-
to actively involve
the search for

urgent for W
en's gTOUPS
themselves in

B .
rm‘l’hc sixth annual republi-
can women's conference will
take place on Saturday, 6
November, from 11am to Spm
in the North Star Hotel,
Amiens Street, Dublin.

This conference will allow
women the opportunity to
take part in discussions and
hear opinions which you do

| not normally have access to,

because of censorship.
Aswomen, we have a

ibility to ensure that
the Adams/Hume peace ini-
tiative is supported. If we do
not put pressure on the 26-
County government to
espond to this, what future
for the Six Counties? What
chance for peace on this
island?

Thope that you will attend
this conference and involve
yourself in the search for last-
ing peace.

Mairéad Keane,
Director Sinn Féin
Women's Department.

Astonishing
ignorance
A Chairde,

Tam writing to your paper
0 staie 2 fact which [ feel must
be made clear to your readers.
Twas listening to the radio on
7 October on the day of the

peace rallies when a reporter
asked a participant of the
Dublin rally: “Are Yyou also
praying for the nationalists
who have been murdered in
these past few days?”, | was
astonished to hear the reply, I
quote: “Yes, but they would
not have died if the IRA had
not put the bomb on the
Shankill.”

Where have these people
been living this past thyc}.\m,
when they shot Jim Bell, Pad-
dy McMahon, Jody Reynolds
and his family? Did the
UDA/UVF need any excuse
then? Indeed not and as a mat-
ter of fact, recently when they
have shot nationalists dead,
they have admitted that they
were shot merely because they
were nationalists which is
something that we have
always known,

Where were these peace
rallies when all these national-
ists were being murdered, or
when the pan-unionist front
was exercising its policy of
ethnic cleansing. Maybe they
were not aware of all that has
been happening here lately,
but maybe if they rallied for
the repeal of censorship as
often as they do for peace they
might be better educated on
the situation. They would then
be able to give a sensible com-
ment to reporters instead of
pouring out British propagan-
d;

a.
Joseph Grogan,
Belfast.

ape
Hypocritical
reaction

A Chairde,

The hypocritical reaction to
the tragic events at the UFF
headquarters last Saturday by
the British government and its
loyal servants in the media,
was breathtaking.

Once again they have used
an appalling tragedy and the
consequent suffering of whole

% ‘Lf_e'tte‘rs to; The

families to score cheap politi-
cal points. They misrepresent-
ed and distorted the facts
continually and rather than
simply showing solidarity
with our peoples’ suffering,
they incited more of the same,

As one looks around the
world today, the clear evi-
dence is that talking without
preconditions is the only solu-
tion to our problems, so if it
can be done in South Africa
and between the Israclis and
Palestinians, why is it too
much to ask for here in Ire-
land? John Major and Patrick
Mayhew continually employ
hypocritical rhetoric to cover
up their apparent apathy
towards the peaceful resolu-
tion of this conflict. They say
that they will not talk to those
Wwho perpetrate acts of vio-
lence. Not true. They both
served under a government
that not only talked to Saddam
Hussein and Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rouge, the perpetrators of the
notorious ‘killing fields’, but
also gave them weaponry and
military know-how. This begs
the question, if they can make
deals with two of the most
notorious mass murderers of
modern times, why can't they
talk to the IRA, not to mention
Sinn Féin, a legal and demo-
cratic political party with elect-
ed representatives in every
corner of this island?

The British and Irish peo-
ple deserve the truth not cen-
sorship, not hypocrisy and not
misinformation, yet they have
been inundated with this since
last Saturday’s tragic events
unfolded. Initially, when the
news broke that the bomb had
exploded prematurely, and
that one IRA Volunteer was
dead and another seriously
injured, the media accurately
reported it as a mistake. This
turned out to be a short-lived
accuracy, for they immediately
returned to their propaganda-
orientated agenda by using

such terminology as “sectari-
an” "atrocity” ete.

Further distortions arose
such as the “tit-for-tat” sce-
nario when the facts are that of
the 14 people killed before last
Saturday, 12 were Catholics
murdered by loyalist death
squads. Since Saturday, four
more Catholics have been
murdered, one of those a 70-
year-old man, who was inter-
rogated for at least an hour
before being shot in the head
several times. These have all
been mporh:d as revenge
attacks, understandable in the
circumstances, or so the media
would have us believe. Loyal-
ist paramilitaries have never
needed an excuse nor motiva-
tion to murder Catholics. In
recent statements it is apparent
that justification is no longer a
prelude to murder for them,
just blind hatred.

The time has come for
peace in our land and if the
British government can show a
fraction of the integrity that
Gerry Adams and John Hume
undoubtedly possess there
may yet be hope.

Pédraig Mac Lochlainn,
Buncrana,
County Donegal.

Peace needs
justice

A Chairde,
Intergovernmental talks,
considering the process sug-
gested by John Hume and
Gerry Adams, will, hopeful-
ly, help bring to an end the
violence which has resulted
in many thousands killed
and maimed in Ireland since
1969. More than a mere ces-
sation of violence is neces-
sary, however, if we are to
have real peace. The under-
lying causes of the violence
will have to be removed and,
for example, effective means
must be found to ensure

.+ *PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT " -

equality of opportunity for
all in employment practices.

It is generally conceded
now that, as noted in the June
1969, Review of the International
Commission of Jurists, Catholics
in the North of Ireland were
subjected to political and eco-
nomic discrimination by
Belfast governments in order
to impoverish them and
induce emigration. Georges-
Henri Beautnier, who chaired
an April 1992 commission in
London dealing with “Human
Rights in Northern Ireland”, is
on record stating that “direct
discrimination of the most
invidious kind still occurs in
Northern Ireland” and he
charges that the UK govern-
ment has demonstrated a sin-
gular unwillingness to effect
real change.

Clergy For Justice has
reviewed the relevant legisla-
tion and measures taken by
Westminster and in Fair
Employment Legislation in
Northern Ireland: A Cosmetic
Exercise, shows that Beaut-
nier’s charges are well-found-
ed. Discrimination is still being
utilised “in order to weaken
economically the Catholic
minority and to induce emi-
gration.” Effective means to
deal with all forms of discrimi-
nation will have to be taken to
ensure a real peace based on
justice.

Clergy for Justice,
Fr Maurice Burke,
Fr Tomas Walsh,
Fr Joe McVeigh,
Fr Des Wilson.

‘Rebel Cork’

s .
1S a misnomer
A Chairde,

Before and after the All-Ire-
land final we repeatedly heard
the slogan “Rebel Cork” trot-
ted out, even on censored TV
and radio. The rebels from
Cork were thin on the ground

Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

... Mala Poist... Méala Poist... Méala Poist...

but many brave Derry people
had to be rebels to exist over
the last 20 years in a province
where only our rivers run free.
All credit to a Cork team for
giving us a great match, but
facts are facts and one can’t
overlook the fact that across
their chest was inscribed “Bar-
ry’s Tea”. Peter Barry, when for-
eign minister, spent his time
following up and thinking out
ways of killing “the national
struggle” at the highest level.
Dan Breen would turn in his
grave if he saw the number of
26-County soldiers and civic
guards, some of them footballers
and hurlers of note, who go on
daily and nightly “witch hunts”
on and near the border, assisting
the Brits to do their dirty work.
If the Cork County Board badly
need “Peter’s Pence” let them
forget it, and switch to Cocoa.
Please, please Cork, do not
play the patriot game.
Sperrin Metal,
County Derry.

Support Wolfe

.
Tone Society
A Chairde,

The town of Redditch just
outside Birmingham, now has a
branch of the Wolfe Tone Sod-
ety republican support group.
Our aim is to raise funds and to
help the voice of Sinn Féin to be
heard, restricted as it is through
censorship and to bring light
and truth to the British people
about the withdrawal of British
armed forces in a country where
they are not wanted nor needed.
No support can be too small, no
contribution too little. Don't just
feel sorry about the situation in
Northemn Ireland. Act now, join
us in our efforts to bring about
peace and justice in Ireland.
Write to:

PO Box 3572,
Redditch,
Worcs B98 9HN,
England.

SR
PRIZG

1st Prize £10,000

or Car:
Ticket No 962,
Catherine Hughes,
Carrickroe,

County Monaghan

. Seller’s Prize £250:
Jimmy McKenna, Monaghan

2nd Prize £750: Ticket No 1801, Phelim Brady,
Ballyconnell, County Cavan.
3rd Prize £500: Ticket No 7839, Dungiven, County

Derry.

4th Prize £250: Ticket No 6379, ] Gallagher, c/o T

Grant, Baile Atha Cliath.

5th Prize £100: Ticket No 13981, London.
6th Prize £50: Ticket No 10625, Beefort.
7th Prize £50: Ticket No 13140, Pomeroy, County

Tyrone.

8th Prize £50: Ticket No 9676, Sion Mills, County

Tyrone.

9th Prize £50: Ticket No 2434, Rory Ferguson, Kells,

County Meath.

10th Prize £50: Ticket No 12332, Craigavon, County

Armagh.

11th Prize £50: Ticket No 11356, Silverbridge,

Newry, County Down.

12th Prize £50: Ticket No 8959, Strabane, County

Derry.

13th Prize £50: Ticket No 9412, Magherafelt, County

Derry.

14th Prize £50: Ticket No 16217, Micky Rooney,

Summerhill, Dublin.

15th Prize £50: Ticket No 4964, Biddy O’Donnell,

Garavogue Villas, Sligo.

- Sinn Fin National Draw Results — eek 5
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Death squads working to British agenda

AT A TIME when pro-British death squads stalk many
nationalist areas of the Six Counties at ease, a commemora-
tion in Armagh city on Sunday, 24 October, marked the anniver-
sary of the shooting dead of Peter Corrigan by the same forces

eleven years ago.
The commemoration, which was
chaired by Stephen McCleary,
heard the main oration from Sinn
Féin Councillor Noel Sheridan.
Peter Corrigan, a Sinn Féin
member, was killed while walking
along the Loughgall Road. His

brother and son who were with
him, narrowly escaped death
when assassins opened fire as they
passed the old Bairnswear factory.
Sadly, Peter’s son Martin was to
die in similar circumstances some
years later.

Sheridan said that Peter Corrig-
an was not a man to sit back and
allow the injustices of the Six-
County state go unchallenged.
“Throughout his life he opposed
the British occupation of the Six
Counties. His opposition cost him
dearly — years of imprisonment,
daily harassment from the crown
forces and finally, his death at the
hands of the British-backed Protes-
tant Action Force.”

Eleven years on from Peter

socialist republic.

44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

Name

Join
Sinn
Eéin

SINN FEIN is dedicated to forcing a British withdrawal from the occupied Six
Counties, the reunification of our country and the establishment of a democratic

If you would like to join Sinn Féin fill in the form below and send it to Sinn Féin,

Address

Tel

Age

Corrigan’s killing, the same
forces are stalking the streets of
many areas in the Six Counties.
Loyalist gangs are still killing
nationalists, often on informfl—
tion supplied by their friends in
the official crown forces.

Sheridan said that it was a
myth to believe that the lf)yalist
gangs work purely to their own
agenda. “"That agenda is still being
supported by the British, if some-
what covertly these days.”

NOEL SHERIDAN

The republican magazine

Now available from AP/RN van drivers and
An Phoblacht/Republican News, 58 Parnell
Square, Dublin 1.

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING:
Meets 7pm, every Tuesday, Anti-
Extradition Office, 29 Mountjoy
Square, DUBLIN

ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET:
Picket and leafleting. 2-3pm,
every Saturday, GPO, O'Connell
Street, DUBLIN

BALLYMURPHY SEVEN PICK-
ET: 1-3pm, every Saturday,
O’Connell Bridge, DUBLIN

LEACHT: ‘Cinsireacht’ le Diar-
muid O Gréinne. 8pm, Deardaoin,
40 Sambhain. Club na Mdinteoiri,
36 Cearnég Pharnell, BAILE
ATHA CLIATH. Cathaoirleach:
Péadraig O Snodaigh. Failte roimh
chach

FUNCTION: In aid of Tucson Six

Defence Fund. 9pm, Friday, 5
November, The Lantern, DUN-
DALK. Music by Joe McSheehan.
Téille £2

Adams/Hume talks. 8.30pm,
Tuesday, 9 November, Creighton
Hotel, Clones, MONAGHAN.
Organised by Sinn Féin

FUNCTION: 8.30pm, Saturday, 6
November, Conway's Pub, Par-
nell Square, DUBLIN. Organised
by Sinn Féin Women’s Depart-
ment

ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET: In
support of Joe Magee. 10.30am,
Monday, 8 November, Green
Street Court, DUBLIN

PUBLIC LECTURE: On Father
Michael Flanagan, 8pm, Tuesday,
9 November, Russell Court Hotel,
Harcourt Street, DUBLIN. Speak-
er: Denis Carroll. Organised by
Dublin ‘68 Committee. All wel-
come

PUBLIC MEETING: On the

PICKET: On the National Irish
Bank, 3.45pm, Thursday, 11
November, Dame Street branch,
DUBLIN. Organised by the INC

COMMEMORATION: Annual
Manchester Martyrs Commemora-
tion. 8.30pm, Friday, 12 Novem-
ber, HUGGINSTOWN, County
Kilkenny. Speaker: Fr Patrick
Ryan

ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET:
On the Fianna F4il Ard Fheis,
12.30-2.00pm, RDS, Ballsbridge,
DUBLIN. All welcome

FUNCTION: Crumlin by-election
fundraiser. 8pm, Saturday, 13
November, Horse and Jockey

pub, Inchicore, DUBLIN. Organ-
ised by the Logue/Marley Sinn
Féin Cumann. T4ille £2

FUNCTION: Featuring The Irish
Brigade. 8pm, Saturday, 13
November, Widow Scallon’s,
Pearse Street, DUBLIN

COMMEMORATION: Edentubber
Martyrs Commemoration. Assem-
ble 2.30pm, Sunday, 14 Novem-
ber, Caesars Nightclub,
EDENTUBBER, County Louth.
Speaker: Rita O'Hare

POW FUNTION: In aid of An
Cumann Cabhrach. 8.30pm,
Thursday, 25 November, Cabra
House, Faussagh Avenue,
DUBLIN. Ballads by Ragamuffin.
Taille £2. Organised by the Car-
roll/Ashe Sinn Féin Cumann.
Everybody welcome

JAMES CONNOLLY FORUM: The !
lllusion of Growth — the Failures of
the Irish Economy. 8.15pm, Mon-
day, 8 November, Connolly Hall,
East Essex Street, DUBLIN. Speak-
er: Richard Douthwaite

REPUBLICAN BAND: The Volun-
teers Tom Smith/Christy Harford
Memorial Band, Dublin, is looking
for new members. No experience
necessary. Contact Pat Bell at
Dublin 8733611 or any band
member

Draw results

The Omagh Comhdirle Ceantair
£5 Private members draw

1st No 1395 — Drumquinn

2nd No 0531 — Carrickmore

3rd No 1230 — Omagh

4th  No 1695 — Castlederg

5th  No 0730 — Loughmacrory

e

| nDil Chuimhne

CONEY, Hugh; McAULEY,
Kevin; McCPARLAND, Liam. In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteers Hugh Coney (died 6
November 1974), Liam McPar-
land (died 6 November 1969)
and Fian Kevin McAuley (died
6 November 1975). 7 The

Republic stands for truth and
honour. For all that is noblest in
our race. By truth and honour,
principle and sacrifice alone
will Ireland be free.” — Liam
Mellows. Proudly remembered
by their friends and comrades
in the Republican Movement.

McKENNA, Martin (14th Ann).
In proud and loving memory of

Volunteer Martin McKenna,
who died on 23 October 1979.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hainm.
Always remembered by Val
and Dolores, Dublin.

Comhbhron

BEGLEY. Deepest sympathy

is extended to the Begley
family on the death of
Thomas. Go ndéana Dia
trocaire ar a hanam uasail. O
a chomradhaithe Stephen
and Emmanuel, H5, Ceis
Fhada.

MAGEE. Sincere condolences
are extended to our friend and
comrade Joe Magee POW and

his famliy, on the recent sad
death of his father, Charlie.
From republican POWs, Port-
laoise Prison.
O’HALLORON. Limerick
Sinn Féin extends sincere
sympathy to the family and
friends of Martin O’Halloron,
Thomondgate, who died
recently.

Cuimhni
Breithlae

MAGUIRE. A birthday
memory for Gerry Maguire,
whose birthday would have
occured on 7 November-
From Brenda, Theresa, Kevin
and Brenda.
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(.ih:f‘:“‘w the defence called Sedn

0n MO he stand. Mackin, wltu; has
packif % ranted asylum in :h‘e
"mdymres, told the court how h,,
prited 2 4 been harassed and intimi-
foilf crown forces in the Six
himself was arrestzg
i said. He recount
; m?'Sv”::' details of how he
murd and humiliated after
was T i 1975. He later took
i against the RUC but the
he had injured himself!
witness called by the
Winter of the Six-
ddtn“z:i:snénmmmee for the
Cour'l;’i's!ralion of Justice (CA}). She
dmyl‘gd that according to figures
= "lcd by the CAJ, there is not only
:ompll difference in the number of
3 vai's of Catholics as compared to
m:csunls, but also in how the cases
5 treated in terms of the conduct
w::ials the level of convictions and
;’,kng'm of sentences. Sl_ur ""’.d,(?‘"
he system for investigating civilian
; mplaints against the RUC is unsat-
'(flat‘l‘ory because in the initial stages
:M RUC investigates itself. )

Winter concluded her testimony
on Tuesday, 26 October, Wh‘cn the
defence called its final Wl!nesf,a,
Joseph Quinn, a member of Smyth‘s
legal team, employed by q‘.- Public
Defender’s Office in San Francisco
Quinn, who accompanied Karen
Snell, Smyth’s counsel, to the Six
Counties to compile evidence, told

2 aivil suit
judge

The next

fOURTH WEEK, Jim Smyth’s San Fran

NTO L 1 saw defence lawyers conclude their evj
I‘i"n tr:i;n‘ begin calling its rebuttal witnesses, inj
seCu!
0%

smyth trial hears RUC [ies

M BY LIAM O COILEAIN

Cisco extradi-
dence and the
tially all RUC

lic records necessary for Smyth’s
defence proved difficult to obtain and
the defence team was followed by a
crown forces’ vehicle, he said.

After hearing Quinn’s testimony,
Judge Barbara Caulfield directed
Prosecution counsel Mark Zanides, to
obtain a statement from the British
government as to whether the crown
forces had followed the defence
team’s car.

On Wednesday, 27 October, the
prosecution called its first rebut-
tal witness, RUC Inspector Daniel
Brennan. Brennan, based in North
Queen Street Barracks in Belfast, and
a member of the force since 1978,
claimed that in all his years, he had
never seen or heard of a case of
harassment or abuse of civilians,
except once, when an officer was rep-
rimanded and transferred,
He further alleged that policing in
unionist areas has been raised to the
same levels as in nationalist areas and
that when this occurred the number
of complaints of harassment and
abuse was vastly increased. He added
that while homes are always raided
with “probable cause”, they rarely
find what they are looking for
because the “terrorists” are clever,
and always move things around
On Thursday, 28 October, an RUC

News
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Sergeant Sullivan, assigned to a
DMSU in Armagh and Dungannon
and based in Coalisland, talked of his
role in setting up vehicle checkpoints,
alleging that the searching of people's
cars is carried out on the basis of
intelligence reports. He said that he
Was acquainted with the family of
Bernadette McAliskey, who had earli-
er given evidence. He said that he
had often personally investigated
their complaints of suspicious activi-
ties in their area and always found
them to be unfounded.

Under cross-examination by Snell,
Sullivan admitted that he was some-
what familiar with the efforts of the
McAliskey family, since 1975, to
obtain a permit to keep a weapon in
their home for their own defence, but
could not explain why it was not
granted until 1982, almost a year after
the near fatal gun attack on their
home

Next into the stand was RUC

Detective Superintendent prfrt
Cooke, who claimed that questioning
sessions in interrogation centres are
never to exceed two hours without a
break. Cooke, whose job it is to su:iper-
vise up to 20 interrogations at a time,
testiﬁe% that people are entitled to be
examined by their family doFtor
before sessions and that all interviews

* are monitored on video, although

tapes are not kept. He admitted that
the audio portion of the interrogation
i is neither itored nor

o He testified about the rights of
those under interrogation, but
claimed under cross-examination that
no assaults had taken place in cus-
tody since the 1970s. Under further
questioning by Snell, he was forced to
admit that the British government has
been forced to pay out thousands of
pounds in compensation for assaults
which have occurred in the last ten
years. Cooke also told the court that
families are allowed to visit detainees
in interrogation centres, but said that
he had never seen it happen.

He also admitted that while about
2,000 complaints of brutality were
received last year, no interrogation
session has ever been stopped, nor
have disciplinary proceedings ever
been taken against interrogators.
Snell observed in court that the Unit-
ed Nations Commission Against Tor-
ture has criticised the very idea of
interrogation centres and that
Amnesty International, as lately as
1991, had filed an Urgent Action
Order in the case of 17-year-old
Damien Austin, whom they found to
have been tortured in custody.

Superintendent Cooke, after
admitting that 90% of convictions in
the Six Counties are based on ‘confes-
sion” evidence, said that many people
had thanked him for taking their con-
fessions. The trial is continuing,.

REPUBLICAN
WOMEN'’S
CONFERENCE

11am Saturday
November 6
North Star Hotel,
Amiens Street,
Dublin.
Republican Women Speak

womes,

AGENDA
11.00am Introduction to the
Conference.
11.15am Women and Peace.
Mairéad Keane,
(Director Sinn Féin Women’s Department)
Una Gillespie,
(Sinn Féin Councillor, Belfast)
Joan O’Connor,
(Repeal Section 31 Campaign)
Workshop: Censorship
1pm-2pm Lunch
2pm-3pm
Drama and Presentations
3pm-5pm
Collusion/Loyalist
Death Squads.
Annie Armstrong
(Sinn Féin Councillor, Lisburn)
Chrissie McCauley,
(Director Republican Publications)
Péadraigin
Ni Mhurchadha,

(Sinn Féin Councillor, Monaghan)

The apparent shunting aside of John Hume may yet prove to be
aserious miscalculation. Mr Major would do well to study the
plea from 50 prominent Catholic and Protestant leaders who
belicve that Mr Hume should be allowed to develop his process
Given the mounting daily toll of death, time is on nobody’s side
and the idea of another 20 years of this is simply unthinkable
—Irish Press editorial, Monday, 1 November.

There should be a moral imperative upon all politicians to
spend all their waking hours searching for a constructive way
forward, Instead, people such as Hume, who have taken risks in
the cause of peace, are singled out for abuse. — Sunday Busi-
ness Post editorial, Sunday, 31 October.

Spring'’s six-point plan, apparently underwritten by the Fianna
Eiil organisation, not merely grants the unionist population a
Permanent veto on all constitutional change and provides for
the enshrinement of that veto in the basic law of Ireland, but
als opens the way for the creation of Six-County political
institutions — that is, for an internal solution to the national
question,

From his base in North Kerry, Spring’s appreciation of life
under unionist political control .may be minimal, but he must

fuare of the basics of the unfortunate history of the Six-
County state, He knows the violent nature of the society fash-
ned by Ulster's unionists, he knows of the crude and offensive
Y they exercised power for decades. — Sunday Business
Post editorial, 31 October.

Dick Spring’s statement of six principles in the Ddil last week
- Seemt eminently reasonable to those of us not cursed with
Tongly-held principles of our own. But what will northern

Codoralists do if we dismantle Articles Two and Three of the
Mstitution?

What will uion
"ent mean o ypi
Cither? The;

ists give in return? And what does a settle-
onists? No more shooting, but no change
8. Unions. reaction to the Ténaiste's statement was depress-
lurks w,‘;‘;:fm leaders still believe that a rapacious republican
Clang op Sm €very southern politician. But no southern politi-
Sun Jj DLP members have ever paraded at night carrying
lurks juep The threat of armed resistance to change always
Kehoilfsl below the surface of unionism. — Emmanuel
" the Sunday Press, 31 October.

L thing that the
Moy

Nu:’:;m and as

Intg
KT,

Hume/Adams peace proposals are dead for the
> @ result, many more people may now die in the
lives may have been saved had that plan been put
= Nell M‘Ci“eﬂy, Questions and Answers,
°nday, 1 November.
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have taken the ball. They have got to

Dt’lirt Siad

run with it. They have had the ball for 25 years to bring about a
solution to this problem. Now if they fumble it this time they
are going to look mighty foolish in the face of the type of coura-
geous approach which was taken both by Hume and Adams, to
try to get an end to violence in the North of Ireland. — SDLP
MP Séamus Mallon, Questions and Answers, RTE 1,
Monday, 1 November.

The Shankill bombing has now replaced the ‘pan-nationalist
front’ (remember that?) as a handy cover for the continuing
loyalist killings which carry on relentlessly, causing fear in the
Catholic community not felt since the 1970s. — Anne Cad-
wallader, the Sunday Press, 31 October.

It's as if the violence only started with the Shankill bombing,
but in the ten weeks before then, 12 Catholics were killed by
loyalists. There were no special television programmes for
them, no messages from the queen, or books of condolence from
Dublin, or speeches by the cardinal. The world was basically
saying to the Catholic community: “You'd better learn to live
with killings.” — Belfast community worker Séamus
McAloran, quoted in the Irish Times, Friday, 29 Octo-
ber.

Loyalist killings are much more than just retaliation and
revenge. The current murderous campaign against Catholics is
the continuation of a long series of violent attacks on innocent
and uninvolved Catholics, going back many years in our histo-
ry. These attacks historically predated IRA activity. They run
in parallel with, but often precede IRA acts. — Cardinal
Cahal Daly, 28 October.

Cyprus was an ideal, if ironic, setting for Mr Major’s reitcfi:._m
of talks with Gerry Adams because, in 1956, the then Colonial
Secretary, Alan Lennox-Boyd, said he would never negotiate
with Archbishop Makarios because of his support ﬁ_.w EOKA
terrorists. Five years later, the Archbishop was slu_akmx hands
with the queen [of England]. It would be interesting to know
how many Commonwealth leaders have at some time been asso-
ciated with terrorism (or freedom fighting, if you prefer), and
involved in atrocities such as the shooting down of a ‘tiviliq"
airliner in Rhodesia in September 1978, and massacring the
survivors. — Former British Secret Intelligence Service

(MI6) agent James Rusbridger, referring to the Zimbab-
we guerilla campaign of Robert Mugabe, the Guardian,
Thursday, 28 October. Prince Charles took part in
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe’s independence ceremonies with
the ‘man of violence’, Robert Mugabe.

Nobody knows what northern nationalists really want. They
seem to really want their grievance. That's the sign of a psy-
chotic condition. So we cannot just pin it all on the Provos and
pretend all the rest of them are normal. And the same is true of
the unionist side, but it is not so acute because private con-
science forces them to say what they mean. — Former Work-
ers’ Party and Fine Gael guru Eoghan Harris, the Irish
Times, Friday, 29 October.

Many of us in the South would like to shut the door on the self-
pitying violent delinquent. But it is our progeny. We must
either teach it to sit and eat at the table without hurting the rest
of the family or we must commit it to institutional care. —
Eoghan Harris.

You go to the shops for a pint of milk, you go into town in a
black taxi, you walk home from the pub at night and you're
lucky if you come back alive. — Ardoyne resident on the
fear that grips nationalist Belfast, the Guardian, Mon-
day, 1 November.

As many leaders prior to Yitzhak Rabin have pointed out, mak-
ing peace with one’s enemies almost always involves finding
some way of opening a dialogue with opponents whom one
finds personally and politically repugnant. That is the chal-
lenge which governments in London and Dublin still have to
face. — Observer editorial, Sunday, 31 October.

l]fonly we could pull the plug and let the whole damn place
sink into the Irish Sea — good riddance to the lot of you, Gerry
Adams, lan Paisley and all. If only we could turn away from
this ancient tribal conflict and get on with the 20th Century.
But of course we can't. Like it or not, Northern Ireland is not a
corner of hell, but part of the United Kingdom. It is inconceiv-
able that a civilised country should allow this to go on forever.
But what can we do? — Racist rubbish from John
Williams, Political Editor of the Daily Mirror, Monday,
1 November. g

'Ihis.lnt:st atrocity only lends new urgency to the need for all
parties to come together to find a lasting political solution to
the‘b.ionh The Irish and British 8overnments, aided by ALL
political parties together have the power to ensure that it will be

as the LAST. — Editorial i
1 November. £ the Star, Monday,

o L QRN RS N T



LEATHANACH 16 — Thursday, 4 November 1993

0 SOME OF YOR
" THATCHER®

© Picket by Sheffield Troops Out Movement, held to protest at the
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g Ban on Sinn Féin

Broadcasting ban
to be tightened

THE EXPERTISE of actors miming the voices of Sinn Féin
members censored under the British Broadcasting Ban, may
well necessitate the introduction of more stringent broadcasting
restrictions, the British prime minister has announced.

John Major has promised a review  ban following backbench Tory and
of the five-year-old broadcasting unionist complaints about the use

of actors with Irish accents to
voice-over interviews with Sinn
Féin President Gerry Adams.
According to Major some recent
interviews, “did stretch the guide-
lines to the limit and perhaps
beyond”.

Accordmg to the critics, in
recent television interviews, the lip
synchronisation used to deliver
the words of Sinn Féin President

ban was introduced in October

ST

An Phoblacht/Republican Newsg

announced that British Heritage

1988 by the Thatcher government.  Secretary Peter Brooke is to review
Sinn Féin has described this lat-  the working of the ban.
est debate on the ban as “’proof, if At the time of the Major/OUP

proof was ever needed, of the
ridiculous nature of the existing
legislation, and of the belief of the
Tory government that the elected

Gerry Adams has been so
as to give the impression that he is
speaking. This, the critics affirm,
constitutes a flouting of the ban by
the BBC, ITV and Channel 4. The

deal during the passage of the
Maastricht Treaty, one of the
unionist demands was mooted to
be an extension of the broadcast-

representatives of 30 per cent of  ing restrictions on Sinn Féin.

nationalist voters should not be The announcement of the

heard”. review and possible further broad-
In toaq from casting restrictions on Sinn Féin,

Tory backbencher lel Knight dur-
ing Prime Minister’s Question
Time on Tuesday, 2 November,
Downing  Street  officials

has increased nationalist anger
that the British government is
deliberately blocking any progress
on the Adams/Hume initiative.

‘Law an ass’ says Brandon

M BY LIAM O COILEAIN

TEVE McDONAGH of Brandon Books has described the deci-

sion by the High Court in Dublin to uphold the Independent
Radio and Television Commission’s decision not to broadcast
Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams’ voice advertising his book of
short stories, The Street and Other Stories as “’ludicrous”.

The Repeal Section 31 Campaign
has also expressed its disappoint-
ment at the ruling.

Sitting on Friday, 29 October,
Judge Carney, who earlier this
year upheld the same ban in rela-
tion to RTE, said that there was
material available to the IRTC to
support the view that the broad-
casting of the advertisement
would have the de facto effect of
advocating support for Sinn Féin.

“We are not too aurpnsed giv-
en the RTE decision in July,” said
Steve McDonagh. “It is a bad deci-
sion.” He added that the question
of an appeal against both the IRTC
and the RTE ruling is still under
consideration. He said that he was
‘’heartened by the support
received by Brandon since the RTE
ruling in July by writers and writ-
ers’ organisations at home and
abroad”’.

He said that the Irish Book
Publishers’ Association has writ-
ten to Albert Reynolds and the
minister with responsibility for
broadcuung, Michael D Higgins,
over the issue. He alss cited the
suppon of the international writ-
ers’ association, PEN, and the
international free speech cam-
paigning group, Article 19. Refer-

ring to the High Court decision
that Gerry Adams is ““Mr Sinn
Féin”, McDonagh declared: “The
law is an ass.”

Brandon Books had challenged
the decision by IRTC chief execu-
tive Michael O’Keefe not to broad-
cast the advertisement because it
could be in breach of Section 31.
The publishers had argued that
O’Keefe’s letter was the result of a
fixed policy which did not take
into account recent High Court
and Supreme Court decisions on
Section 31 when it took this deci-
sion.

Niall Meehan, spokesperson for
the Repeal Section 31 Committee,
described the decision as ludi-
crous. “How can any state which
terms itself a democracy stand
over and defend a decision like
this, when a voice advertising a
book of short stories can be
banned as a threat to the state,” he
said. “The Irish government must
surely act soon to end this farce.”

The committee also criticised
RTE's coverage of the events of the
past week, saying that it illustrat-
ed “the damage done by censor-
ship and the urgent need to end
Section 31",

In a statement it highlighted

the extensive RTE coverage giv-
en to the peace vigil in Dublin
after the Shankill bombing,
which was advertised in advance
and covered by both radio and
television. The day after the
killings in Greysteel there was
also a vigil in Dublin, also
attended by Susan McHugh of
Peace ‘93, which was not men-
tioned on any RTE programme,
presumably, according to the
committee, because it was organ-
ised by the Irish National
Congress.
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