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If Dessm Ellis is extradl ed to England
there will be a march and rally in Dublin
on the evening of the extradition in
protest at his hand-over. The demonstra-
tion will assemble at 6.30pm at the GPO

and proceed to Leinster House.

BALANCE

DESSIE ELLIS was moved to the Curragh Military
Hospital in County Kildare on Wednesday, his 29th day
on hunger-strike and the eve of the hearing of his ap-
peal in the Supreme Court in Dublin.

If he loses that appeal and un-
less Haughey reverses the decision
of his justice minister Ray Burke not
to use his powers under Section 50
of the Extradition Act to prevent
Dessie Ellis’ extradition, the hunger-
striker, who is now under ten stone
in weight, will be flown to England
where he has vowed he will die
rather than face trial.

Two days before the Supreme
Court appeal an intransigent
Haughey met Dessie’s mother and
father in Government Buildings in
Dublin and wiped his hands of their
son'’s fate. He falsely claimed that
there was nothing he could do and
that Dessie Ellis’ extradition was en-
tirely a matter for the courts.

But on the previous Friday in his
cell in Portlaoise Prison Dessie Ellis
listened while a governor read to
him a letter from the Minister for
Justice Ray Burke in which the min-

ister acknowledged his power to
stop the extradition but saying he
wouldn’t use that power, The Ellis
family appealed to Haughey to re-
verse the decision but were met with
a refusal, Haughey had the audacity
to claim that standards of British jus-
tice had improved and that Dessie
Ellis, an Irish republican facing con-
spiracy charges in a British court,
could expect a fair trial.

TRIAL BY MEDIA

Haughey's assertion came the
day before the front page of the
Irish edition of the Daily Mirror de-
clared “Return the bomber to face
justice” — a foretaste of the trial by
media Dessie Ellis can expect if sent
to England. It came also as news
from legal circles in Britain seemed
to confirm that the new appeal of
the Birmingham Six will not be
heard until next year and may well

be contested by the British DPP.

How well the Ellis family could
empathise with the latest message
from the Six when they said: “We
have lost confidence in the Irish
government's willingness to help us
and we are tired of mere expres-
sions of concern.”

Speaking after a visit with her
brother, Martha Ellis said:

“To see Dessie today was horrif-
ic. He is so thin, his eyesight is so
bad, but | tell you his spirits are so
high nobody would believe it. He is
s0 determined,”

That determination was borne
outin AP/RN's interview with Dessie
(pages 8/9) when he said:

“I want to live, for myself, for my
family and for my friends and com-
rades, but | cannot accept extradi-
tion. | will die rather than be extra-
dited to Britain.”

The great groundswell of support
for Dessie Ellis which has been seen
at home and abroad this week must
be escalated now to save the life of
this courageous patriot who is sacri-
ficing everything for the rights of his
fellow Irish men and women.
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(OPINION )

A BITTER MAN
OF THE PAST

THE APPOINTMENT of Bishop Cahal Daly to the
See of Armagh places one of the most conserva-
tive and anti-republican clerics at the head of the
Irish Catholic Church. Despite the flood of media
accolades which have accompanied his selection,
the elevation of new primate of all Ireland can of-
fer no comfort to the beleaguered nationalist
community of the Six Counties.

Northern nationalists will remember a bishop
whose deafening silence has, all too often, ig-
nored and condoned British violence.

. He has been identified as a “man of decision”.
But Northern nationalists will recall that the only
decision Cahal Daly made during the attempts to
bury Volunteer Larry Marley with dignity in his
diocese was the decision not to be available dur-
ing the three-day nightmare of the Marley family,
when hundreds of riot-clad RUC and British sol-
diers batoned mourners and forced the grief-
stricken family to repeatedly postpone the burial.

Nationalists will measure Daly’s ‘courage’ and
‘commitment’ to peace and justice, against his
response to the murder of 15-year-old Seamus

Duffy, shot dead by a plastic bullet on August
Sth, 1989. Daly blamed the child’s death on those
who organised bonfires to commemorate the an-
niversary of internment rather than holding the
RUC, who deliberately shot him to death, respon-
sible.

HOLLOW LAUGHTER

Daly has been feted for his ‘commitment’ to
ensuring fair employment for all. That will also
cause hollow laughter in the nationalist commu-
nity. When in the United States he spoke against
the MacBride Principles for Fair Employment.

The new Archbishop of Armagh is on the ex-
treme right wing of his church. He has taken the
side of employers in industrial disputes. He is bit-
terly opposed to the right to divorce in the 26
Counties and to extending the rights of women.
He is, in all respects, a man of the past.

By choosing him, the Vatican has opted for
19th century answers to current problems. Irish
people remember with derision the way in which
clerics of the last century condemned the
Fenians. The vitriol which Cahal Daly now throws

26-County premier Char

buildings on Tuesday mornin
after their meeting with Hau.g
joined a press conference In
Leinster House which was also a
Blaney, Tony Gregory and Roger Garland.

The Ellises told the assem-
bled media that Haughey had
tried to abdicate his responsibil-
ity in their son’s case and said
they were depressed, but not
surprised, after their meeting
with Haughey who said that the
government had no power to
act in the case.

Haughey claimed that Dessie
Ellis could expect a fair trial in
Britain if he was extradited, and
tried to imply that the judicial sys-
tem there had improved. In a joint
statement issued through the Irish
Anti-Extradition Committee, Noel
and Patricia Ellis said:

“We know as well as Mr
Haughey does that he can stop the
extradition of our son. If Mr
Haughey stands by what he said to-
day that means he is prepared to
see a man who is so weak that he
can hardly walk being bundled into
a plane and sent across to die in
prison in England.

“How can Mr Haughey say that
things have improved for Irish peo-
ple in the British judicial system
when the Birmingham Six are still
in jail. They are facing their 17th
Christmas behind bars and their ap-
peal is not likely now until well into
the New Year. Having met Mr
Haughey we know how they felt
when they said recently ‘We have
lost confidence in the Irish govern-
ment's willingness to help us and

irectly

, November 6th. D_lrec I
gey, Noel and Patricia El_lls
Buswells Hotel opposlt'e
ttended by TDs Neil

we are tired of mere expressions of

n'.

conﬁiier'and Mrs Ellis concluded by
appealing to people to urge
Haughey to act to save their son’s
life: p

|f Dessie loses his Supreme
Court appeal we cannot sit back and
let Mr Haughey allow him to. be
sent to his death in an English jail.”

NO FAIR TRIAL

TDs Neil Blaney, Tony Gregory
and Roger Garland all said that they
opposed any political extradition to
Britain in the present circum-
stances, saying that Irish people on
political charges before British
courts would not receive a fair trial
and each of them called on the gov-
ernment to prevent the extradition
of Dessie Ellis in particular.

The lrish Anti-Extradition
Committee has condemned Charles
Haughey’s response to the parents
of Dessie Ellis.

Nora Comiskey, spokesperson
for the IAEC, said that it was the
Dublin government which was exe-
cuting the extradition of Dessie Ellis
and that Charles Haughey, as head
of that government, had to take re-
sponsibilty for it.
> “To claim that extradition, which
is a political act, is merely a matter
for the courts is an insult to the par-
ents and family of Dessie Ellis and
the very many people who are op-
posed to extradition. Charles
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. 7 2 Haughey has the power .
He has been heralded by the British media as ENTS of hunger-striker pessie Ellis met Wl:‘h extradition. He must b:,::::‘h"
an “outspoken opponent of violence’’, but THB b les Haughey ngeyerige Use i8S -

Commenting on Mr H,
attitude, West Belfast Ma;%:‘h
Adams said: iy

Hau'ghey§ calls to the parenty
of Dessie Ellis are an attempt
deny his own responsibility for thz
desperate situation in which Desgis
Ellis has been placed,

“The responsibility for the ey,
dition of Irish citizens op politica|
charges rests with the Dublip gov-
ernment. Down through the Years
successive governments have eroq.
ed the right of Irish citizens not
be handed over to stand trial for o
litical offences. Fianna Fail's 1387
Extradition Act, which they opposed
when in opposition, takes away that
right altogether. This act allows
Dessie Ellis to be handed overto 2
judicial system which has systemat-
ically abused the rights of Irish peo-
ple over the years, a system in
which Haughey himself has said he
has no confidence, a system which
continues to imprison the
Birmingham Six.”

On Friday, November 2nd,
Dessie Ellis was given a statement
from 26-County Minister for Justice
Ray Burke which said that he will
not use his powers under Section
50 of the Extradition Act to stop
Dessie Ellis’ extradition to Bitain.
The statement also called on Ellisto
end his hunger-strike.

TRYING TO HIDE
Dessie Ellis has told members of
his family that he will remain on
hunger-strike against his extradi:
tion. Reacting to the news, |AEC
spokesperson Nora Comiskey said:
“This is an admission from M
Burke that he has the power to p&-

upon the Republican Movement and upon his M 1 4y aadiion S
own church members will be remembered in the 9 / g : ég’ﬁg"ﬂ :
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1-year-old Catholic
?nfn I‘)’ecamo the latest
victim of sectarian pro-
British death-squads in
Belfast on Wednesday
night when he was shot
dead in his Spamount
Street home in the New
Lodge area. Gunmen,

who had been touring
the district in a car, saw

the door
Campbell’s home lying
open, entered and shot
him dead in front of his
wife and child, Gary
Cambell had no connec-
tion with the Republican
Movement and appears
to have been the victim
of a totally random sec-
tarian attack.
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vent Dessie Ellis’ extradition. The
existence of this power has previ-
ously been denied by government
representatives who have tried to
hide behind the courts. ]

“The question must be asked if
Mr Burke can have given any real
consideration to Dessie Ellis’ case.
Th.e minister’s message was re-
ceived just five days before the
presidential election on November
Tth with Dessie Ellis’ appeal due on
the 8th. Mr Burke would appear to
be attempting to remove this life or
death issue from the political agen-
da to avoid damage to Fianna Fail's
presidential election campaign.

“This committee now calls on
the Taoiseach Mr Haughey to have
this decision reversed. The extradi-
tion of Dessie Ellis would not only
be a personal tragedy for him and
his family but would also be a blow
to the rights of all Irish citizens and
a signal that, in spite of countless
mistarriages of justice against Irish
people, this government has com-
plete faith in the British legal and ju-
dicial system.

“Members of Fianna Féil must
challenge Mr Haughey on his re-
fusal to implement the decision of
the last Fianna Fail Ard Fheis
against political extradition. They
should also question the role of the
PDs in ensuring that the coalition
government continues extradition
at Britain's behest. In the next few
days, up to and beyond the
Supreme Court appea,l the cam-
paign to prevent Dessie Ellis’ extra-
dition must be intensified as never
before.”-

GOVERNMENT
DON'T CARE
Dessie's sister Martha told
Tuesday's press conference that Ray
Burke's letter to Dessie “was effec-
tively saying that his government
does not care whether my brother
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lives or dies. Ray Burke knows the
absurd and unjust nature of the
conspiracy charges against my
brother, and if Dessie is extradited,
he has as little chance of a fair trial
as the Birmingham Six, Guildford
Four Danny McNamee and so many
others. Ray Burke, Charles
Haughey, Brian Lenihan and their
colleagues know that the Fianna
Fail party, at its Ard Fheis this year,
adopted policy calling for a halt to
extradition to Britain and the North.
Yet they continue to operate extra-
dition procedures which make our
citizens the most easily extraditable
in Europe.”

She said that her brother’s legal
team had said early on that Dessie
would be fully prepared to face trial
under the Criminal Law Jurisdiction
Act. “Yet the Attorney-General and
government refused him that op-
tion, thereby forcing him to go on
hunger-strike.”

She went on to address herself
to the three presidential candidates
saying that “Mary Robinson, as
someone with a lot of experience
fighting civil and human rights cas-
es, knows about the British judicial
system. In the book Ireland after
Britain she wrote that British stan-
dards of justice had fallen well be-
low what would be acceptable to
us. | would like to ask Mary
Robinson if she thinks Dessie would
get a fair trial in Britain. If she
doesn’t think he would she is
obliged to say so and call for his re-
lease.”

She also asked whether the Fine
Gael candidate Austin Currie, who
“’knows full well the nature of
British justice when Irish people are
charged with offences such as ‘con-
spiracy’ “, is going to speak for
Dessie.

She then asked whether Brian
Lenihan was going to “stand idly by
and let my brother die”.

@ Patricia and Noel Ellis, parents of hungél-slnkar Dessie Ellis, at Tuesday’s press conference
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THE LETTER from 26-County justice minister Ray Burke which
was read out to Dessie Ellis in Portlacise Prison on Friday,
November 2nd, said that “in the circumstances the minister
wants it to be made clear to Mr Ellis that there is no question
of the minister intervening in his case under Section 50 (2) (a)
and (b) of the Extradition Act 1965”.

The letter concluded as follows. “The
minister wishes also to make the follow-
ing points clear to Mr Ellis:

@ "His present course of action — re-
fusing to take food — carries the risk of
damage to his health even in the fairly
short term.

® "There is no doubt that this course,
if persisted in, places a distinctly finite
time limit on his life. He should bear in
mind the possibility that the Supreme
Court — in relation to the proceedings of
which the minister has no function —
may not issue its findings within that
time imit.

“It is the minister’s sincere concern
that Mr Ellis should be left in no doubt on
these matters and should fully under-
stand the position — that his action in

Lt

putting his life at risk cannot influence
the court adjudication that is to be made
on his claim but will, if persisted in, lead
to a tragedy which is in nobody’s interest
and which nobody desires.”

A march to Burke’s home followed a
Dessie Ellis anti-extradition rally in
Swords, Dublin, on Saturday. A force of
30 gardai and steel barriers prevented
people from going up to the house but
Dessie’s sister, Letitia Ellis, handed in a
letter on behalf of the Ellis family calling
on Burke to utilise Section 50 and release
Dessie. Rosalyn Russell, sister of republi-
can Robert Russell, extradited to the Six
Counties in August ‘88, handed in letters
from Belfast people calling for Dessie’s
release.

On Thursday, November 1st, Brian
Lenihan was forced to abandon a Dublin
city centre walkabout when Dessie Ellis
anti-extradition demonstrators followed
his entourage through the streets chal-
lenging the former minister as to his po-
sition on the case of Dessie Ellis and
shouting anti-extradition slogans.
Lenihan and his handlers became so em-
barrassed that they ducked into a cake
shop, pulled down the shutter and ran
out through the back door. However,
Lenihan was confronted again by Dessie
Ellis supporters in the llac Centre and at
the GPO, and the Fianna Failers were
eventually forced to abandon the walka-
bout and leave the scene. Lenihan
explained that the walkabout disaster
was due to the “natural enthusiasm of
the people” who had “come out in huge
numbers” to show their support for him.

Speaking after the picket, IAEC secre-
tary Martina Shanahan said:

“Today's protest was directed, not only
at the Fianna Fail leadership, a number of
whom were present at the walkabout, in-
cluding labour minister Bertie Aherne, so-
cial welfare minister Michael Woods and
justice minister Ray Burke who has the
power to release Dessie Ellis, but also at the
Progressive Democrats.

“In the past Mr Lenihan has used the
fact that he was a member of the govern-
ment to avoid commenting on the plight
of the hunger-striker. Now that he has

° f"mtest‘mumh to the ho}rfa of 26-County justice mini
ter Ray Burke in Swoldg on Saturday, November 3rd »
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A Fianna Fiil rally for Brian Lenihan
in the National Stadium on Sunday,
November 4th, was picketed by a large
crowd of protestors who handed out
leaflets to members of Fianna Fail, re-
minding them of the anti-extradition mo-
tion passed at their last Ard Fheis.

At an anti-extradition meeting in
Waterford, Jimmy Kelly, union convenor
at Waterford Glass, urged trade unionists-
to get involved in the campaign to save
Ellis’ life and to sign the trade union peti-
tion in favour of Ellis which is now in cir-
culation. Davy Lane, president of
Waterford Trades Council, pointed out
that British opinion polls showed consid-
erable support for British withdrawal. In
spite of this Dublin governments contin-
ued to extradite people to a judicial sys-
tem under which they could not expect
justice.

Speaking at a meeting in Rialto,
Dublin, Belfast man Tony Sloan, who is
himself facing extradition proceedings to
the Six Counties, said that there is noth-
ing spectacular about Dessie Ellis and
that he is a very ordinary human being.
He continued:

“Dessie doesn't like to be the focus of
media attention and he certainly detests
the hardship and suffering that he thinks
he is causing his family. Dessie has no
thought for himself and is at all times
thinking of others and particularly his
own immediate family but also the other
extraditees. So | salute Dessie and his _
courage.”

Sloan also said that “The church si-
lence is deafening”, on the whole issue
of extradition. “If Dessie gets to
Baldonnell, Dessie is going to a living
hell,” he stated, calling on everybody
there to redouble their efforts on Dessie’s
behalf,

Up to 100 people attended the
Monday night meeting which was also
addressed by Dessie’s brother Sam and
sister Martha. Sam said:

“I've been to quite a few of these meet-
ings in the past few weeks in relation to
what's happening to Dessie and although
the response from the ordinary people like
yourselves has been fantastic, it still as-
tounds me as to how the elected represen-
tatives as they are called, just can't seem to
get it into their heads that this issue is so
critical.” He quoted English barrister Lord
Gifford who said recently of British judges
that they, “are thoroughly out of touch with
reality” and that, “They listen to the prose-
cution with vigour and the defence with

icism”. He th i

been di d from the g he
must make his position clear.

“The members of the Fianna Fail/PD
cabinet must also clarify their position. Are
they prepared to extradite a dying man to
England? This committee calls for peaceful
and disciplined protests against the extradi-
tion of Dessie Ellis to continue.”

Once again on the following Tuesday
afternoon, Lenihan descended on
0’Connell Street to conduct an unan-
nounced walkabout to redress the disas-
ter of the previous Thursday. Again, obvi-
ously to his surprise, he was met by
Dessie Ellis demonstrators. Plainclothed
gardai, apparently angered at the breach
of confidentiality, manhandled and kicked
several of the protestors and eventually
arrested a journalist and a photographer.
Both were later charged with a breach of
the peace.

¥ e
between the Dublin and British
governments on extradition.

Martha Ellis spoke of all the other
people behind Dessie facing extradition.
“If he was to be extradited it would open
up the floodgates for extradition, and
Dessie is not on for that. There is no way
that he is going to let them extradite him
unless he is thrown across.

“| know a hunger-strike is horrific. It
really is very hard on our family. To see
Dessie today was horrific. He is so thin,
his eyesight is so bad, but | tell you his
spirits are so high, nobody would believe
it. He is so determined.

“He said that it is not bothering him
the way they think it is bothering him. He
is going to continue to the end."

On extradition she said, “it is people's
power that will stop this”.
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BRITISH
SOLDIER
EXECUTED

A Blf(lTISH ARMY SERGEANT MAJOR with 21 years'
service in the Six Counties, became the latest soldier to
die in the current conflict when a lone Volunteer of the
Tyro_ne Brigade, IRA, delivered a booby-trapped vehicle
to him at the garage which he owned in Cookstown.

The soldier was at the premises,
Ulster Exhausts, off Union Street,
just before 10am on Friday,
November 2nd, when the Volunteer
drove a white Vauxhall car into the
yard. A telephone arrangement had
earlier been made with the soldier
to carry out work on the vehicle.

As the Volunteer left the yard
telling the soldier she would pick
the vehicle up later, he boarded the
car and was in the process of re-
versing it into the garage when a
booby-trap device on board deto-
nated, destroying the vehicle and

instantly killing the soldier who had,
at the time of his death, been at-
tached to the UDR in Cookstown.

BELFAST BLAST

Belfast Brigade, IRA, has said
that one of its engineering units
placed the bomb at St George's
Market in Belfast city centre, which
exploded shortly after midnight on
Tuesday, November 6th, injuring a
British soldier.

The device, containing 5Ib of
Semtex, had been placed behind a
pedestrian gate beside a comman-

deered vehicle which was left at the
main market entrance less than 100
yards from the junction of Qxford
and May Street. The soldier, a
member of the UDR, was one of a
number of troops who had moved
into the area to begin a clearance
operation when the hidden device
detonated.

CONTRACTOR TARGETED

Belfast Brigade has also said
that Volunteers under its command
entered a house at Stoneyford on
the outskirts of the city on Tuesday
evening, October 30th, in search of
the owner, a haulage contractor,
who had for some time been in-
volved in carrying out work for the
crown forces.

ited in the house for
he ASU waited in
uvzral hours but when the or\;v:a;
failed to turn up they dellvoe' 2 s
warning to one

\I:G:;bszl'n occupants saying that,
:ould the firm fail to withdraw
(srom its crown forces contracts, ac-

tion would be taken.
The firm have sinc
lic undertaking to ceas

the crown forces.

BELFAST BUZZING AGAIN

Belfast city centre’s' norme_:lls’a'-
tion slogan, Belfast is buzzing™,
was again given the connotation
that has become commonplqce mf
nationalist areas when a series 0
elaborate bomb hoaxes again set
Belfast buzzing with the gound of
sirens on Thursday evening last,
November 1st.

Hundreds of crown f_mces per-
sonnel were tied down in lengthy
operations as British army l?omb
technicians carried out a series of
small bomb explosions on suspect
devices which had been left at vari-
ous locations throughout the city
centre. All of the devices turned out
to be hoaxes.

RUC PROPAGANDA
REFUTED
Derry Brigade, IRA, has said that
one of its engineering units placefﬂ
a booby-trap device under the vehi-

e given a pub-
e working for

cle of an RUC
Waterside area o
November 6th,
The device Whig
ered and defused wals.I l:;:‘ di
vehicle at Enagh Place
In their statemeng
the IRA refuted a4
claims that the-man w:p'm
a serving member of g, ? g
statement said: Uc, Th.
. [The full-time reseryisy ,
in Tuesday’s attack, ang arw'd
survived an attack two ho hag
had been under strj Sl 'S ea
by one of our intelligence illney
some time prior to the |
had been positively identiﬁa:ck ang
ing a current serving Membg 2 be.
RUC’s full-time reserys,” " ofthy

IRA REITERATEg
POSITION

The followin
supplied statem
IRA:

“Following the rece,
da stunt in the Irish N:vl,flc?agi"'
ing the case of Gortin map "éém
Kelly, we wish to place on /e:
once again, that any individuya) ::'
has ceased to carry out work for mn
crown forces and who has madg
this known can, in keeping with DE
long publicly stated position, reg;;
themselves as having absolutafy
nothing to fear from the |RA."
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PLANNING THE

BY HILDA Mac THOMAS
BRITISH MINISTER Peter Brooke
has set the end of the year as
the official deadline for his ‘talks
about talks’ initiative. However,
most participants, as well as the
political commentators who last
May waxed lyrical about the
new era of understanding, are
now agreed that the talks are
dead. The two points of dis-
agreement remain: the timing of
Dublin’s participation in the set
of proposed talks, and the status
of the SDLP and unionists when
talking to Dublin.

The publication of the speech which
Peter Brooke was going to make on July
5th, but cancelled, shows that the British
government had sided with the unionist
parties on both those issues: that Dublin
would not be involved until “substantial
progress had been made in inter-party
talks” and that unionists and the SDLP
would talk to Dublin only as “part of the UK
delegation” led by Peter Brooke.

Dublin foreign affairs minister, Gerry
Collins, emerged from the last inter-govern-
mental meeting on October 25th in London
saying that there had been “no breakdown
and no breakthrough”. At their annual con-
ference the following weekend the Official
Unionists resolved that no further conces-
sions could be made to Dublin and the
SDLP. Peter Brooke described the talks as
being “on hold”.

Meanwhile, an Irish News commentator
wrote of the “growing belief within consti-
tutional nationalism that Brooke no longer
appears to be an impartial facilitator”,
Those words, ‘impartial facilitator’, were
also used by the London Times in an analy-
sis of the two draft speeches, that of Peter
Brooke, and John Hume’s proposal. The
Times stresses the ““degree to which
(Brooke) has aligned himself closely with
the unionist position”,

The Irish Times, which for a few years
now has called on Dublin to bend over
backwards to ‘facilitate’ unionists, admitted
in an editorial on October 22nd that union-
ists could well use the ‘substantial progress’
clause as a device to keep Dublin out of the

talks. A recent column in that same newspa-
per echoed the London Times comments on
Brooke's unionism.

NOT NEUTRAL

All these observers are now conceding
implicitly what republican spokespersons
have been proclaiming since the signing of
the Hillsborough Treaty in November 1385:
first that unionism and nationalism, the so-
called ‘two traditions’, are not two sets of
quaint ethnic customs which can be pre-
served side by side, but two opposite, irrec-
oncilable standpoints on the political future
of the Irish nation; and secondly, that Britain
is not a neutral party in the situation, but by
its continued presence, and insistence that
no change should occur in the North with-
out the ‘consent of the majority’ there, it
places itself firmly in the unionist ‘tradition’.

The fate of Peter Brooke's initiative
should be a lesson for the SDLP, and in par-
ticular for its leader John Hume, who, since
November 1985, had lectured Northern na-
tionalists, and republicans in particular,
about Britains supposed neutrality, en-
shrined, Hume said, in the Hillsborough
Treaty's Article One.

Does John Hume still maintain that the
British government is neutral? Surely if that
were so Peter Brooke would not have sided
with unionists in his ‘talks about talks’ initia-
tive. A consequence of Britain's neutrality,
Hume also argued, was that the IRA's strug-
gle was unjustified. Care to comment now,
John?

Another of the SDLP's analyses, the
‘three stages to Irish unity’ theory, has also
now collapsed. Hume's argument was that
with Britain ‘neutral’ under the Hillsborough
Agreement, reforms would be brought in to
further equality between the two communi-
ties, this would be followed by reconcilia-
tion, then Irish unity. Given that the British
are not neutral, and given the dismal record
of the agreement as an instrument of social
reform, Hume's stages theory lies in tatters,
Will the SDLP insult nationalists further by
peddling it again at the next general elec-
tion?

WHAT NOW?

Having accepted that the Brooke initia-
tive is dead, what now? Northern national-
ists have a right to ask those who would
claim to represent them what they are go-

NEXT

’ PETER BROOKE G
ing to do to bring about, as quickly as possi-

ble, political movement towards greater
dgmocracy, justice and lasting peace. Sinn
Féin has repeatedly asked the SDLP and the
D.ublm government to channel their ener-
gies towards applying pressure on the
British, at local and international level and
call on them to facilitate all-Ireland con;ulta-
uo_n's between all parties, in the context of a
British withdrawal. Now, more than ever, is
an opportune time for such an initiative,
Withdrawal is obviously not on the British
agenda, and the failure of the ‘talks about
talks’ will inevitably lead to speculations on
the next British move, Left to their own de-
vices the British have three options open to
lhnlm. The first, most probable and least cost-
ly, is to continue with direct rule, Brooke ma
er to issue a statement laying blame for (h:
failure of the talks on the ‘intransigence’ of
the nationalist side, in the hope that this
wo_uld Put pressure on the SDLP 1o give in.
This points to an interesting effect of (h;
Brooke talks: namely that unionists are n;
longer the ones who are perceived as bein,
on a hook, and on the defensive, but (hg
SDLP, who are camping on their position of
support for the agreement,

MOVE

The British may decide to introduce
some form of local government, as a cos-
metic exercise, to give the impression of po-
litical movement, and satisfy the demand of
the Official Unionists for a Regional Council,
Or they might decide to act on Brooke's
threat to political parties that if they failed to
agree he would “set the pace and show the
way", possibly over the heads of politicians.

In the last issue of Fortnight magazine
legal expert Tom Hadden floats the idea ofa
joint North-South referendum which would
ask the electorate to pronounce on power-
sharing, a new agreement and a change ot
deletion of Articles Two and Three of the
1937 Constitution. This differs from Hume's
referendum in that it asks voters in advance
of any agreement between politicians which
measures they find acceptable.

DESPERATION

However, a referendum in the South
about Articles Two and Three is not given
much chance of success even by commen-
tators who wish the two paragraphs were
scrapped. The British are unlikely to take
the risk of indirectly helping to launch an
anti-revisionist movement in the South. The
Alliance Party has called for a new Six-
County assembly to be set up, with power
devolved to parties in proportion to fhe[r
electoral strength. This call, however, ind?
cates the desperation of politicians for
salaried jobs rather than a serious pptlcn
for the British. There again, depending "
the circumstances, one or more party might
well boycott the assembly. This has beo?rj
the record throughout the history of the Sflx
County statelet, and would only prové al{
the umpteenth time the irreformability
this “failed political entity".

Whatever happens ne g the
have a right to be angry, not just at s
British for thwarting the legitimate 3P
tions of the Irish people, but also a_“
SOLP and the Dublin government: i 3l
years they came up with only one politic
initiative of their own, the Dublin Forum ©
1983-'84, and this was brought about ®
Sinn Féin's electoral success, and sét U7

xt, nationalists

.pro-
solely to counter that. Let those sgll pfist
claimed spokespersons for the nationa -

d of Iris

community now take up the deman
self-determination and British withdra =
or stop calling themselves nationalists &

democrats,
— -

wal,




BY TOM O'DWYER

SLURS, smears and slanders
filled the air as the 1990 26-
County presidential election
campaign drew to a close on
Tuesday. Bitter politicians
scrambled for the last vote as if
their lives depended on it while,
in Portlaoise Prison, a man
whose life really does depend on
those politicians, continued his
hunger-strike for freedom.

Dessie Ellis” protest against extradition
was virtually ignored and the pantomime
political contest for Aras an Uachtarain oc-
cupied the media almost exclusively. If the
corruption at the heart of the 26-County po-
litical process ever needed proof, the last
week provided that in abundance.

To say that the contest was theatrical
does not mean it was unimportant.
Certainly the post of president is little more
than a figurehead. But this year's presiden-
tial election may well prove to be the most
important in the history of the office and a
watershed in the history of 26-County poli-
tics.

That much is true, whatever the result
(which will be known after AP/RN goes to
print). Already this election has forced the
sacking of Fianna Fail's second-in-com-
mand, Brian Lenihan, at the very point
when he needed all the kudos he could get.
It is also virtually certain to form the tomb-
stone of Alan Dukes’ political career when
Austin Currie limps home a poor third.

Scramble for
the last vote

This has very little to do with the cam-
paigning of Mary Robinson, the third candi-
date. Like Lenihan and Currie, she has failed
to even address the central problems of the
voters. The reasons why the election has
turned into a cliff-hanger are entirely to do
with the crises in the state's two largest par-
ties.

CRONEYISM

Fianna Fail has survived the most seri-
ous crises over the last few years but the
events of Halloween night have already set
the scene for a conflict which will dwarf all
the others. Charles Haughey offended
against the most important Fianna Fail ‘core
value’ of all when he sacrificed Brian
Lenihan in order to keep his government in
office. Croneyism — protecting ‘your own
crowd’ no matter what they do — is what
holds the party together.

Now Haughey has dissolved that glue.
The various party factions have declared
peace until after November 7th but, in spite
of that, Haughey was booed when he rose
to speak for Lenihan at the former minister's
final rally in the National Stadium. If
Lenihan fails to get elected those boos will
be turned into the sharpest of knives.

In the past, Fianna Fail’s ‘republican
wing’ was able to make considerable head-
way as the party barons clashed. But their
chosen idol was Charles J Haughey and
when he proved to have feet of clay, they
were badly demoralised and many drifted
out of politics. Now the pretenders to the
throne in Dev's party have no ‘republican’
pretensions. They are also very numerous
and none stands higher than any of the oth-

® LENIHAN ® ROBINSON

ers. A defeat for Brian Lenihan could well
start the party on the slippery slope.

On the other hand if Lenihan wins it may
well be hyped within the party as Haughey's
ultimate stroke. How far that could go in
healing very deep wounds is much in
doubt. The whole Fianna Fail party has
been thrown into the ring in this contest.

Things aren’t much better for the ‘sec-
ond-largest party in the state’. For some
time, Fine Gael has been slipping in the
public opinion polls. During the last two
decades it was able to offer its adherents a
reasonable chance of getting their hands on
the levers of power, through its alliance
with the Labour Party in coalition. But now
Labour has broken with coalitionism and
that opportunity is gone.

Fine Gael's problems don't stop there.
Fianna Fail has adopted the concerns of the
upper middle class, the natural constituency
of Alan Dukes’ party, and has syphoned off
large numbers of votes in traditional Fine
Gael areas.

LATE CURRY

After considerable efforts to find an al-
ternative candidate for the Phoenix Park,
Austin Currie was chosen. He is the only
Fine Gael TD who owes his Leinster House
seat to Dukes but has little more than that to
recommend him. Currie started late and
very low in the opinion polls but he sur-

® CURRIE

prised all observers by dropping even lower
during the campaign in the way that only
someone with his political ‘achievements’

can.

At the time of writing, it seems as if
there is a late surge in support for Lenihan
which may take him into the Park. But Mary
Robinson’s vote also seems to be holding in
spite of some extraordinary vitriol from her
opponents. With the grace and decorum of
a wounded weasel, Padraig Flynn attacked
her commitment to her family and Fianna
Fail has resorted to the conventional red
smear amid the dying embers of the cam-
paign.

Anyone who has seriously looked at her
campaign knows that it has nothing to do
with socialism. It is based on, and its main
appeal lies in, the work Robinson has done
to further civil liberties and the rights of
women, combined with her independence
of the two major parties. Its most unappeal-
ing aspect is her outright support for the
most right-wing political force in this coun-
try — unionism.

The battle for Aras an Uachtarain pro-
vides republicans with little choice and re-
mains a tragic diversion from the fight to
save Dessie Ellis’ life. But there can be no
doubt that the campaign has already
shocked the political establishment. If Brian
Lenihan loses, these shocks may prove the
warning of an earthquake.

DESPITE A VERY DETERMINED effort by the SDLP and
their unionist allies to thwart the return of a Sinn Féin
candidate to Dungannon District Council in the Torrent
by-election which followed the de-barring of Sinn Féin
councillor and IRA Volunteer Martin McCaughey (assas-
sinated by the SAS last month) Sinn Féin, in last
Thursday’s election, topped the poll, increasing its vote
by 25% and securing victory for Francie Molloy.

The election campaign, which
was marked by the absence of any
independent nationalist candidate,
saw the SDLP canvassing unionist
voters, seeking second preference
votes “to keep Sinn Féin out”, in an
all-out attempt to wrest the seat
from Sinn Féin,

Commenting on the result,
Molloy expressed “tremendous sat-
isfaction” at Sinn Féin’s election
performance. He said:

“The 2,524 votes which | re-
ceived in Friday’s count are an im-
portant political victory for Sinn
Féin.

“The result is almost 500 votes
greater, a 10% increase, on the local
government results of May 1989
and a 5% increase on our best ever
result in 1985."

In Dungannon District Council
on Friday, November 2nd, returning
officer and clerk of the council, Billy
Beattie, was noted for his reluc-
tance to announce the Sinn Féin
victory. This came as no surprise to
the local nationalists who remem-
ber that it was Beattie's sister,

Emily, who was the unionist party
secretary, who allocated the house
in Caledon in 1968 which led to the
Gildernew family squatting at the
start of the Civil Rights Campaign.

Commenting on the result,
Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
congratulated the electorate of
Torrent following the massive vote
of support for Sinn Féin's Francie
Molloy.

THANKS FOR HARD
WORK

Adams also expressed thanks
for the hard work of Molloy and his
constituency organisation “who did
a remarkable job in the face of a
concentrated campaign of abuse
and harassment from both political
opponents and the crown forces”.
He added:

“The result, which saw a signifi-
cant increase in both our percent-
age share and actual vote in the
Torrent area, sends a clear message
to those who have sought to
marginalise and undermine the
Sinn Féin electoral base.

Sinn Féin has fought since May
1989 and it is now obvious that the

TORRENT OF SUPPORT FOR SInn FEIN

IR T
® FRANCIE MOLLOY
“This is the third by-election Sinn Féin electoral base is not only |

for improvement.”

solid but that there remains room

TABLE OF
ELECTION
RESULTS FOR
TORRENT:

1985 Valid Vote 6,268

Sinn Féin 2,373 (37.86%)
Ind Nat. 1,516 (24.19%)
Unionist 1,220 (19.46%)
SDLP 1,189 (18.49%)

1989 Valid Vote 6,250

Sinn Féin 2,037 (32.59%)
Ind Nat. 1,626 (26.02%)
Unionist 1,333 (21.33%)
SOLP 1,254 (20.06%)

Q
1990 Valid Vote 5,958
SinFéin 2,524 (42.35%)
1/ SDLP 2,033 (34.12%)
Unionist 1,297 (21.77%)
104 (1.76%)
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“I THOUGHT | was going to die. | really thought they were

going to kill me.” These were the words of 22-year-old
Liam Turner from Swatragh, County Derry, as he lay in the
Mid-Ulster Hospital, Magherafelt, recovering from a sus-
tained and brutal beating at the hands of the RUC.

Twice during a 20-mile night-
mare journey between Maghera
and Cookstown RUC bases, an RUC
man smothered Turner while he
was handcuffed and held down be-
tween the front seats of an ar-
moured RUC car. It was at this stage
that Turner actually believed that he
was going to die at their hands. He
had already been subjected to a
sustained beating, had seen his fa-
ther thrown out of the barracks and
was told that his father was “lying

* with every tooth kicked out of him”,
and that he himself was going to be
killed.

Evidently in great pain as he
held himself up in his hospital bed
Turner, who had two severely
bruised eyes, described what hap-
pened as he was walking along
Main Street in Maghera, on
Saturday, November 3rd.

At around 5pm he was on Main
Street when two RUC armoured
cars pulled alongside. Without
warning they grabbed him and said
he was being arrested for non-pay-
ment of a fine. He had recently
been informed by his solicitor that
the case concerning a minor motor-
ing offence had been cleared up
and he tried repeatedly to tell the

RUC that they were mistaken.
Turner continues his story:

“They refused to listen, hand-
cuffed me and began beating me
into the car. The more | protested,
the more they thumped me. The
street was very busy and a lot of
people witnessed it: In the car they
punched me more and said ‘as
soon as we get you to the barracks
we're going to fucking kill you'.
They dragged me out of the car as
soon as we got through the gates of
the barracks and four or five of
them really took into me, kicking
and punching me to the ground.”

Meanwhile, Turner's father
William, having learned of his son’s
arrest, made his way to Maghera
barracks. Obviously unaware of
Liam Turner's presence in the bar-
racks yard, the RUC man monitor-
ing the gates operated the buzzer
on the front gate, allowing William
Turner into the courtyard.

ASSAULT WITNESSED

Turner saw his son handcuffed
and being pulled back by the hair
while he was viciously headbutted
by one of four or five RUC men who
were beating him. Two of the RUC
men were forcing his arms up his
back, a third was pulling his head

back while a fourth said, t
not a mark on him yet, we 1| sort
that out”’, he then headbu‘t(ed
Turner repeatedly in the face. His fa-
ther tried in vain to get them to stop
the beating but was set upon by
three additional RUC men, one of
whom grabbed him around the
neck and wrestled him out the
gates saying “‘get out to fuck or
we'll blow your fucking head off
too".

During the entire incident an
RUC inspector, well known for his
anti-nationalist bigotry, observed
the proceedings but at no stage at-
tempted to intervene.

Distraught at his son’s plight and
still able to hear his son’s screams
as the beating continued, William
Turner tried in vain to regain entry
to the barracks but his pleas were
ignored.

Inside the barracks Liam Turner
was bundled into an armoured car,
still handcuffed, and was driven
over 20 miles to Cookstown bar-
racks.

It was at this point, while being
choked and smothered, that Turner
thought he was going to be killed.
On arrival at Cookstown barracks
he was dragged from the car by the
feet and pulled along the yard, in
the process his clothes were ripped
and he sustained more cuts and
bruises. He was told by gloating
RUC men that they were going to
get the PAF to shoot him: “We got

IN A SINISTER new development to the concerted
wave of attacks by pro-British death-squads operating
in the Mid-Ulster area, the house outside Cookstown
where Sinn Féin activist Tommy Casey was gunned
down two weeks ago, was destroyed in an arson attack
by an armed gang who locked two female members of
the household in a shed and waited for male family

members to return home.

If any man had been unfortunate
enough to arrive at the house he
would undoubtedly have become
the latest victim of loyalist gunmen
who have been operating at will
within the area.

Late on Tuesday night,
November 6th, two masked and
armed men entered the isolated
farmhouse occupied by the
Mulgrew family. The only people at
the house, situated some eight
miles from Cookstown, were the
mother and one of the daughters.
The two women were tied up by
the gunmen who then waited inside
the family home for almost two
hours, obviously intent on murder-
ing any man who came to the
house. When none arrived the gun-
men took their two bound and
gagged captives and placed them
in an old outhouse before setting
fire to the farmhouse, which was
completely gutted in the subse-
quent blaze.

Fortunately, the women man-
aged to break free and ran to a
neighbour’s house to raise the
alarm. Locals dismissed reports in
sections of the media which
claimed the alarm had been raised
by a passing RUC patrol.

This new addition to the already
disturbing litany of terror tactics
employed by pro-British terror
squads is viewed with trepidation
in an area that has felt the wrath of
state-sponsored terror very acutely
in the past 18 months.

British apologists (Denis Faul of
Dungannon included), have been
attempting to portray such attacks
as ‘tit-for-tat’ sectarian incidents.
That nonsense is rebutted by local
people who know only too well that
the activities of the death-squads
bear no relation to IRA military op-
erations, but dove-tail neatly into
the overall British policy of terroris-
ing the community of Mid-Ulster.

against the RUC.

Hours after Brian Gillen re-
ceived £7,500 in compensation in
an out-of-court settlement of a bru-
tality case against the RUC on
Monday, November 5th, his elderly
mother and younger brother were
threatened and assaulted by three
British soldiers who ran into their
West Belfast home.

The brutality case arose after
Gillen was tortured while being
held in Castlereagh Interrogation
Centre for three days in January
1988. During the course of interro-
gations, Gillen was subjected to re-
peated assaults by the RUC, includ-
ing being persistently thumped in
the left ear, causing his ear-drum to
burst. Appearing at Belfast High
Court on Monday, Gillen was
awarded substantial damages
against the RUC Chief Constable
when the Crown counsel offered
Gillen an out-of-court settlement,

Undeterred by the fact that only
hours before Brian had been
awarded thousands of pounds
compensation in a brutality case

“there’s

IN A DEMONSTRATION of the utter cynicism of the
crown forces, a mother and son were assaulted,
abused and threatened that they would be killed
only hours after the woman'’s other son, a victim of
torture in Castlereagh, had been granted damages

T;)nvwrﬁyv Casey done Ia:t”week, we'll
is week.
getovs:rdt‘;\?:e(m:urs after being ar-
rested and beaten, Turner wa:1 s(ezre]
by a doctor who, suspecting t : o
had a fractured skgll, ordere M':;
immediate admission to the Mi
Ulster Hospital where he remains
four days later.
Sinn Féin Cour
0'Hagan, who visite

Councillor Bernard
d the injured

@ Liam Turner from Swatragh, County Derry, recovering in hospital

after a brutal beating by the RUC

FAMILY ASSAULTED HOURS
AFTER BRUTALITY SETTLENENT

against the RUC, British soldiers
from the Parachute Regiment
launched a vicious attack on
Brian’s younger brother Sean and
his elderly mother, Maureen, at
their Lenadoon home.

RETURNING HOME

Shortly after 2pm, 25-year-old
Sean Gillen parked his car outside
his mother's home in Lenadoon
Avenue. He was immediately con-
fronted by a British army foot pa-
trol whose members questioned
Sean and demanded to search his
car. Sean, who has been continual-
ly targeted for stop-and-search ha-
rassment by British crown forces
over many months, refused and
walked towards his home. His
!nother, Maureen Gillen, who was
in her home at the time, describes
the incident.

“l was in my front livingroom
when a neighbour told me that
Se.aAn had been stopped by the
British army a few yards up the
street and that they were giving

man in hospital, deser; s
ing of Turner and the :;:::Rahm

father as among the mqg % N by

had witnessed. He g4ig “:len ;
beating should serve to at thy
those nationalists op, Magh,h'"“
Council who, in spjte i erafyy
protests from Sinn Féin, rs(l:mn’
oppose the granting of mn‘edm
the RUC community 'e]:%

branch. tiony

him a hard time. | looked out and |
saw one soldier pushing Seal
about. A few moments later Sean
walked into the house and |
thought that was the end of it.
Suddenly pandemonium bro.kﬁ
out. British soldiers were runnind
everywhere. They smashed theil
way through the front gaté and 1
broke down my back fence t© get
to the back door. The housé was
surrounded and they were screar;T
ing and yelling ‘shoot the bastard-
It was terrifying.

“Sean was standing In_‘heh
when three soldiers ran int® l'r:
house. One soldier grabbed i

all

t0

around the neck and sta{“"d o
strangle him. | was shouting

ne. The¥

them to leave my son alo !
were really choking him: o"es:In
dier aimed his gun directly 8
and shouted ‘'m gonna s 1
dead’. They were like amm‘n
booting all around (hambm‘
screaming threats an a“mi'
Neighbours who came out Dlyighl
homes to see if we were &
were also taunted and abuse L
the soldiers. Only hours beforea,g”
son Brian was awarde d_am( &
in a case of brutality agaln; 2
RUC. | still feel very shock® o
shaken. | really believed lhex it
going to shoot my s Sea
before my eyes.”




In this article a republican POW
writes from Portlaoise Prison and
describes the atmosphere there
among the friends and comrades
of Dessie Ellis. It was written on
Sunday, November 4th.

THE ATMOSPHERE in Portlaoise Prison as our
comrade Dessie Ellis continues to deteriorate on

hunger-strike has been,

until of late, an almost

surreal mixture of ‘normality’ and dread.
Contributing to the air of normality has been
Dessie’s insistence from day one that there be
no curtailment of jail activities.

These activities range from
classes, lectures and study
groups to football. This is in
spite of the fact that the unani-
mous consensus among his
comrades was to cancel these
fixtures in consideration of what
he is suffering. Dessie is
adamant, however, that there be
as little disruption as possible
within the prison. Because of
this, and because he refuses to
display even a morsel of self-
pity or to complain in the slight-
est, it has been difficult at times
to comprehend the magnitude
of the tragedy that is unfolding
before our eyes.

That is changing now. It is
changing because in the past
week or so a dramatic deteriora-
tion in Dessie’s condition has
been observed by all. Dessie, a
karate and keep-fit enthusiast,
began his hunger-strike on
October 10th in superb physical
condition. That fitness stood
well to him on his first three
weeks without food as he con-
tinued to walk in the yard, play

® Portlaoise Priso!

pool and engage in lively and
humorous banter with his com-
rades who, outwardly at least,
give him considerably more
slagging than sympathy.

Anyone who has spent a long
time in prison can tell you how
perceptive a prisoner becomes
to even minute changes in mood
or routine. Consequently, every
one of us noticed immediately
the day Dessie stopped walking
the prison yard and sat quietly
on the bench wrapped tightly
against the cold. Nobody said a
word, nobody needed to. It was
as if it symbolised the moment
the false air of normality was
over and the genuine foreboding
of what lay ahead must begin.

HE WON'T COMPLAIN

It's difficult at times to gauge
exactly what Dessie is going
through. He won't complain. His
stock answer to all inquiries
about his condition is, “Fine, I'm
feeling 100%". His good hu-
mour and famous (some say in-
famous) wit is as sharp and live-
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His comrades wait

® DESSIE ELLIS

ly as ever. It seems to us as if he
has delved into a deep personal
well of fortitude, determination,
and courage that cannot be ex-
hausted while he remains alive.
All we, his comrades, have to go
on to judge his condition are his
sinking cheeks, his exhausted
gait climbing the stairs to his
cell and his increasing need to
sit down and conserve energy.
The changes in his physique in
the space of one month sends a
collective shudder through us
whenever it's observed. He is
wearing dark glasses now. He

S -
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has to, the flourescent bulbs irri-
tate his weakened eyes, further
evidence that his body is break-
ing down. Every republican pris-
oner can recite the horrific litany
of the effects of starvation. A
number of our comrades were
in Long Kesh during the hunger-
strikes. Dessie knows, we all
know... it's always the eyes that
go first.

TENSION AND DREAD
No, there is little normality

now as Dessie enters his fifth
week without food. Only dread.

AR

An inexorably rising tension
that can find no release but vic-
tory.

We write letters to. everyone
we can think of, TDs, senators,
county councillors, trade union-
ists and bishops. We wait with
misplaced optimism for a re-
sponse that we know for the
most part will never come. We
listen carefully to every radio
news bulletin and scan the 26-
County press for mention of
Dessie’s plight.

Almost always we are disap-
pointed. Nothing. Yet, there is
no shortage of air-time or ink for
any Irish person who advocates
the extradition of political pris-
oners. Have they not had their
say enough? How many times
can they say the same thing and
in how many ways?

We can recite backwards
their smug, unchallenged asser-
tions. We are unimpressed by
their dripping personal ambition
and their easy generosity in of-
fering to Thatcher what isn’t
theirs to give. These Irishmen
and women who think better of
England than it deserves, who
aren't fit to tie the bootlaces of
Desmond Ellis. We are inured to
them and ignore them for we
know whose interests they
serve and why. Tiocfaidh ar 1a
gan dabht but looking at Dessie
it's very hard these days to be
patient for ar 14. A culture of
censorship and the cowardice
without which censorship can-
not function is suffocating the
plea for justice of a noble and
selfless patriot.

PREPARED TO FIGHT

In 1916 both of Dessie’s
grandfathers were prepared to
fight, to the death if necessary,
for the freedom and indepen-
dence of all Ireland. In 1990
their grandson is fighting to
the death in this prison in the
same cause. Dessie is not on
hunger-strike for himself. He is
dying for every political prison-
er, every Irish soldier, every
Irish citizen, who may face ex-
tradition on political charges to
the crown forces in the future.
He is being judged and con-
demned by fellow countrymen
and women who have done

- well out of partition. People

who couldn’t conceive of tak-
ing a principled stance, never
mind so much as skip breakfast
for one morning.

It is up to all of us to do
whatever we can to place pres-
sure on Fianna Fiil to stop the
extradition to England of Dessie
Ellis. For Dessie’s sake, for his

: family who love him, for his im-

prisoned comrades, and for
Ireland who, in the days of
peace and reconstruction, will
need men like Dessie Elljs,
please don't let him die.
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This is your 25th day on

hunger-strike Dessie.

How has it affected you

and how do you feel at
the moment?

Well, I've weakened a
bit but in general terms
| feel okay. Sometimes |
feel a bit weak when |
get up in the mornings. | have to
sit on the side of the bed for a
few minutes. My eyes are also a
bit sore and | have to wear tints
on my glasses because the light
hurts my eyes. One of the bulbs
in my cell had to be removed as
well, to ease the pressure on my
eyes. My eyes were always poor
anyway, so | expected problems
with them. As regards my
weight, | was weighed this morn-
ing and I'm down from 12st 2Ib
to 10st 3lb. It seems to be averag-
ing out at about a pound a day
over the last few days. I'm trying
to conserve as much energy as
possible, and | get cold very easy.
But overall | feel I'm doing okay.

The decision to embark

on a hunger-strike is

obviously a very big de-

cision to make. Can you
tell me why you decided to take
this course of action?

That's a massive ques-

tion, but I'll try to an-

swer it as best | can.

Basically, | felt | was left
with no option. | felt that | had to
find some way in which | could
highlight the injustice of extradi-
tion to Britain. Nobody embarks
on a hunger-strike without giving
it a lot of thought. There has to
be a reason, a very good reason.
| think the Irish people at home
and abroad will understand that. |
was never in Britain during the
period they say | was, the Brits
themselves and the government
here accept that. They never even
contested the affidavits | put into
the High Court stating that. It is a
matter of public record that | was
in custody or under Special
Branch surveillance during that
period. So | simply couldn’t have
done the things they say | did.
That's the first thing.

Then there's the question of a
fair trial. The warrants against me
charge me with conspiracy and
possession in Britain. As | said
before, | wasn't in Britain, but be-
sides that how could I, or any
Irish person, defend themselves
against conspiracy charges in a
British court? There's no way |
could get a fair trial in Britain. We

all know what happened to the
Birmingham Six and many oth-
ers. | am not prepared to have
that happen to me.

| also see it as a question of
Irish sovereignty. Number one, to
be extradited to a country that
occupies a part of your own
country seems to me to be totally
absurd. Most European countries
refuse to extradite their own citi-
zens while the Irish government
has given carte blanche to the
British. It means the British gov-
ernment is calling the shots. It
means the British government
can say whether an Irish citizen
has a trial here or a trial in
Britain. | cannot accept that, nor
would | expect any Irish citizen to
accept it. So these are some of
the reasons. | cannot accept ex-
tradition and don't see any other
way to challenge it other than the
way | am doing.

Was it a difficult deci-
sion to make?

It was a very difficult

decision. | had watched

through the spy hole in

my cell door, Paul Kane
and Robert Russell being hand-
cuffed and trailed off to be hand-
ed over to the British. There was
no reason for me to expect any
different. Not even the Finucane,
Clarke and Carron victories in the
Supreme Court gave rise to opti-
mism. After all, in the meantime
the goal posts have been shifted.
They were done under the 1965
Act while I'm being done under
the 1987 Act. | knew | would nev-
er accept that, and when it came

® Dessie Ellis entering the Four Courts at a previous heanng in July on this year

® Anti- Exuadmon white-
down to it | felt | had only one
real option and that was a
hunger-strike. | spent months
tossing the idea about in my
head, going over and over the
possible implications, the risk to
my health, the very real possibili-
ty that | could and might well die.
On a personal level, I've been a
person who has, all my life, lived
a very healthy life and been a
sort of fitness fanatic, if you want
to call it that, and to do what I'm
doing is a reversal of all that. So
in a way that's hard.

Then there’s my family. |
thought about the consequences
such a decision would have for
them. The trauma they would go
through, the impact on them of
seeing me wasting away before
their very eyes. The anguish, the
heartbreak and the pressure they
would go through would be enor-
mous. | could picture my mother
and father, my sisters Martha and
Letitia, my whole family and
what they would suffer. | know
that no matter what | go through,
they will suffer even more —
much more. Nobody would con-
template putting their family
through such horrors if they had
some other choice. | wish | had
another choice, but there is none.

e picket in Belfast

Believe me, it was no easy deci-
sion, but, all things considered, |

genuinely feel that | have no
choice.

Did you discuss your
decision with anyone
before you commenced
your hunger-strike?

| must stress from the
outset that the decision
was totally my own. |
had let it be known to
my family and some of the men in
Portlaonse what my response

"I will die rather thy

n
would be if the extradition war. °f
rants were served on me. Oncel

had the matter settled in my own

mind | let my comrades and

friends in Portlaoise know what

my intentions were. For months

before | announced the decision

they knew what the score was.

They knew how | felt and could

see my logic, but not one of them

actually encouraged me to go

ahead. In fact they tried to dis-

suade me, much the same as my

family and my friends in the

Republican Movement outside

did. They pointed out their assess:
ment of the situation and the

problems with mounting a sut-
cessful campaign, censorship bé-
ing what it is, etc. | had some very
straight discussions with them.
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You get very close to somé
people in prison, the bonds ar¢
very strong. Like my family, 100€ -
of the men here want to see Mé
die, it's as simple as that
Memories of the hunger-striké in
the Kesh are still very vivid: But!
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I

made up my mind and I'm

ve ) T
» mined to stick to my deci-

deter!
sion.

When the announcement was
finally made and the fast had be-
gun, the reaction from the men
was magnificent. They .dldn'z
want to see the hunger-strike but
once it began they backgd me
100%. And they have. Their sup-
port, and that of my family, has
been terrific. It's the same with

“people outside. The response

from people around the country,
in Europe, the United States,
Australia and from the republican
prisoners in jails everywhere has
been very supportive.

Going back to the ques-

tion of choice, Dessie.

The state would argue

that you have an appeal
in the courts. Have you no hope
of being successful there?

Well, | believe that ex-

tradition is a political

decision. | have an ar-

guable legal case, but
the courts seem to follow the pol-
itics of the times. The govern-
ment tries to hide behind the
courts, but it is politicians who
mazke the laws and the Minister
for Justice has the power to or-
der my release. It was the politi-
cians who brought in the 1987
Extradition Act which is being
used against me. | have been in
prison now for nearly nine years.
If 1 was serving 3 life sentence |
would be up before the Review
Board and the minister would be
considering my release. Instead
he wants to send me to Britain
wiere | could get up to 25 years
0n a vague conspiracy charge. |

- See it as usurping the rights of

I_rlsh citizens and | just don't be-
lieve that's acceptable to me, and
I don't believe it would be accept-
able to any Irish citizen.

This interview with Des_;sie
Ellis was carried out in

Portlaoise Prison on
Saturday, November 3rd.

Has the Minister for

Justice been in contact

with you on the issue of

your hunger-strike or on
any other issue?

Last week the Prison
Governor read me a let-
ter from the minister.
Basically, he said that he

wouldn't intervene and that my
hunger-strike is damaging my
health. | didn't need the Minister
for Justice to tell me that!
(laughs) That's the only contact
I've had.

Given that, do you
think the minister will
change his mind and
decide to intervene in

your case?

If left to himself, no |
don’t. Simply, | don't. |
think what he’ll do is
use the old cliche that

it's a matter for the courts, as he
said in the letter. The only thing |
believe could possibly change his
mind would be mass protests on
the streets and | am not sure
whether that’s possible on such
an issue, but hopefully support
will be mustered as best it can.
We'll see.

One of the complaints
that has been made in
relation to Irish cases in
Britain has been the
coverage given by the media.
What are your thoughts on this?

The press has played a

major part in the gener-

ation of anti-Irish bias.

My own case is no ex-
ception. Like the Birmingham
Six and the Winchester Three,
etc, | have been tried and found
guilty by the British press, par-
ticularly the tabloids. The media
creates an atmosphere of anti-
Irish bias before and during
court cases which is designed to
influence and intimidate juries.
All these factors, | believe, make
it impossible for an Irish person
to get a fair trial in Britain on po-
litically- related charges, least of
all someone with a republican
background like myself. The
Attorney-General had to accept
this fact in relation to Fr Patrick
Ryan and released him as a re-
sult. | sometimes get the im-
pression from politicians and g!-
ements in the media here in
Ireland that, because I'm a re-
publican, I'm fair game, _tl_\at |
have no rights as an Irish citizen.

— Dessie Ellis

We have discussed

some of the aspects

particular to your case.

Do you think these
make your case in any way spe-
cial?

As a republican | see
my own case as part of
an overall pattern. The
whole policy of extradi-
tion is, from first to last, a politi-
cal decision. | see extradition as a
sell-out of Irish sovereignty. It
seems that countries like Belgium
and France have more concern
for the rights of Irish citizens than
the government here does. This
government is willing to hand
over Irish citizens to a regime
which has been responsible for
some of the greatest miscar-
riages of justice in history. The
government here is signing away
its sovereignty. That’s what extra-
dition means to me. This Fianna
Fail/Progressive  Democrat
Coalition is denying me my rights
as an Irish citizen. If you ask me,
Margaret Thatcher is dictating
what the Irish government
should do. In a sense that's ironic
because my two grandfathers
fought in 1916 to assert the right
of the Irish nation to a free,
sovereign and independent
Ireland. And here | am 74 years
later and nothing has changed.

Many people want to
help in your campaign.
Where do you think
they should focus their
attention or direct their energies?

Well, | think that what-

ever pressure can be

applied must be ap-

plied to the main politi-

cal parties. At this stage the most
= Bt
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® Picket on British Embassy, Dublin, on October 27th

important now are Fianna Fail
and the PDs. They are the ones in
power, and Fianna Fail is un-
doubtedly the one that holds the
vast majority of support in the
country. Any change that comes
will come politically. People in
the different areas should put
pressure on their local TDs, their
local councillors and even their
clergy. A combination of this,
plus protests on the streets,
could bring about a change in at-
titude if my case fails in the
Supreme Court. Political pressure
is what's needed.

What message would

you have for Irish peo-

ple in general; for sup-

porters at home and
abroad and people who may not
be supporters?

| suppose the message

would be this; that the

extradition of any Irish

citizen on politically-re-
-

@ Support Dessie Ellis banner in the Hatchet Field on Divis Mountain, Belfast

lated charges to a system with
the proven track record of Britain
is totally unjust. A system that
has been discredited through the
European courts, has been found
guilty of inhuman and degrading
treatment of Irish prisoners, and
has derogated from a number of
European treaties in regard to the
holding of suspects under the
PTA, etc. | hope that people can
see, or have seen, the results of
this system in the cases of the
Birmingham Six, the Guildford
Four, the Winchester Three and
others. | think the evidence is
there for everyone to see and on
that basis | would hope that peo-
ple would support me in my fight
against injustice.

Finally Dessie, we've

talked a lot about your

hunger-strike and your

hopes, etc. Have you ful-
ly accepted that you may die on
this protest?

Yes, | have
thought this out
fully and | am
definitely pre-
pared to die. For me there
is no alternative. My life is
now in the hands of those
who have the power to re-
lease me, or arrange for
any evidence against me to
be produced in this State.
Obviously | don’t want to
die. | want to live, for my-
self, for my family and for
my friends and comrades,
but | cannot accept extradi-
tion. | will die rather than
be extradited to Britain.
That's a decision | have
made and one | will see
through to its conclusion.
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THROUGHOUT the Six Counties people rallied to the
side of Dessie Ellis over the last week. Major support
for the hunger-striker was shown in Belfast, Derry and
Tyrone. On Thursday night, November 1st, a public
meeting on Ellis’ anti-extradition fight in Conway Mill,
Belfast, was chaired by Fr Des Wilson, and Lily Hill told
the packed hall that if Ellis was extradited to Britain he
would be guaranteed an unfair trial.

In a spectacular show of support
for the hunger-striker on Friday, 60
workers from the Springhill Action
Committee mounted a huge
“Support Dessie Ellis” banner in the
Hatchet Field on Divis Mountain,
dominating the Belfast skyline.

In a weekend packed with
events, thousands of ‘snow’ letters
in support of Dessie Ellis were
signed and sent to the Dublin gov-

ernment and a group of people rep-
resenting the Belfast Anti-
Extradition Committee took part in
a demonstrativn outside the justice
minister's home in Swords, County
Dublin.

At a mass meeting in Derry, over
1,000 people packed the Guildhall
Square Hall in the city centre to
hear speeches from local Sinn Féin
representative John Carlin; Paddy

Dessie bilis

Dont Let
Him Die

® Lily Hill addresses a public meeting in support of Dessie Ellis in

Conway Mill, Belfast, on Thursday, November 1st

Logue, secretary of the Trades
Council; journalist Eamonn
McCann; and John McCluskey from
the Donegal Anti-Extrndit‘iop
Committee. Logue pointed to simi-
larities between the 1981 hunger-
strikes and that of Ellis:

“In both cases basic human
rights issues were involved and in
both cases the Irish and British es-
tablishments were opposed to the
hunger-strikers.”

Five of Derry's SDLP councillors
signed a petition calling for the re-
lease of Dessie Ellis. John Tierney,
Gerry Toland, Jimmy Clifford, Annie
Courtney and George Peoples
called on the Dublin government to
free Ellis under Section 50 of the
Extradition Act.

A token 24-hour hunger-strike
and vigil to highlight the plight of
Dessie Ellis was also held at the

{
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® Councillor Pauline Davey supports Dessie Ellis o

in Toomebridge, County Antrim

§ orial in
bby Sands' memo i
'?vzinb¥ook, Belfast. Participants mI
the hunger-strike ingutd;;;oacnad
Sinn Féin Councillor Pat | :
h::;dreds of local people ?lgned I'ar:.
ters of protest to the Dublin gove

ment.

PICKETS

Also on Saturday a series of
white-line pickets were held, de;
spite RUC harassment, tihroughout
the Six Counties including one a
the Glenshane Pass where there
was a massive turnout. In the afteri;
noon several hundred people tool
partin a march from New Lodge to
Ardoyne in North Belfast where for-
mer hunger-striker Pat McGeow{vn
appealed to the Irish people to in-
crease their support for the Dessie

is campaign.

EIh?l'wo :undred people Pa'cked a
public meeting in the Patrician Hall
in Carrickmore, County Ty_vone, on
Sunday evening. Lem_la Ellis,
Dessie’s sister, spoke, as did newly-
elected Omagh Councillor Francie
Molloy. Dessie’s father Noel also at-
tended the meeting and spoke from
the floor.

Over 40 people picketed thg
meeting of Omagh District Council
on Tuesday night, November 61!1,
while a motion in support of Dass.ne
Ellis was raised by Sinn Féin
Councillor Francis Mackie. He was
supported by Irish Independence

n a white-line picket

World-wide concern for hun

ger-striker

Party Councillor Brian McGrath,

SDLP ABSTENTION

After the abstention of the SDLp
members, on the grounds that they
had ‘confidence’ in the 26—Coumy
courts, the motion fell. The votes of
the six Sinn Féin members and the
1IP councillor were countered by the
block unionist vote of seven. The
SDLP chairperson decided not to
use his casting vote, despite
Councillor Mackie’s reminder that
the Fianna Fail Minister for Justice
has it in his power to order Dessje’s
release.

Newly-elected Councillor Francie
Molloy spoke at a meeting of the
Games Administration Committee,
which convenes over 50 GAA clubs
in Carrickmore, on Wednesday
night, November 7th, where he
called on the GAA to get involved in
the campaign to save Ellis’ life.

Monday night saw a packed

public meeting in the Glen
Community Centre in West Belfast
whilst on Tuesday night Ann Sloan
addressed a crowd in the Tullymore
Community Centre, also in West
Belfast. On Tuesday night a torch-
light vigil took place in the Short
Strand area of East Belfast and on
Wednesday afternoon former
hunger-striker Pat McGeown ad-
dressed students at Queen's
University, Belfast.

Him Die

Assemblymen John C Dearie of the
Bronx, Joseph Crowley of Queens and
Richard Keane of Buffalo have written on be-
half of around 100 members of the New York
State Assembly to Charles Haughey, calling
on him to ensure that Ellis receives a fair trial
in Ireland. Given the treatment of the
Guildford Four, the Birmingham Six and oth-
ers, the assemblymen are “at a loss to un-
derstand why [Haughey) would proceed with
extradition”.

“Speaking for all of my Irish-American
colleagues,” Dearie said, “we hope that Mr
Haughey will use his authority to prevent yet
another miscarriage of British justice to-
wards the Irish and, more importantly, save
the life of another human being. Mr Ellis is in
a condition from which he may not recover.

FROM THE UNITED STATES and Australia messages are pouring into
the 26-County Department of Justice and to the Department of the
Taoiseach, condemning the extradition of Dessie Ellis. Members of
state legislatures and leaders of trade unions have written, giving
their support to the campaign to save the Finglas man’s life.

Ireland has enough martyrs to British brutali-
ty. Mr Haughey can prevent yet another
name from being added to that distinguished
list.”

The Public Employees Federation in New
York State has also written to Haughey, call-
ing upon him to refuse the extradition of
Ellis. “This refusal is the only reasonable re-
sponse, not only because of Mr Ellis' inno-
cence,” writes James J Sheedy, the union’s
secretary/treasurer, “but also because of the
unsubstantiated nature of the charges.”

Councilman Sal Albanese of New York
City Council plans to put forward a motion at
a meeting on Thursday, the same day as
Dessie Ellis’ Supreme Court appearance,
condemning the extradition. The Wolfe
Tones, who are now touring New York and

Boston, have dedicated a song to Ellis and a
500-strong crowd rallied in front of the Irish
Consulate in New York City on Saturday and
a large crowd organised by the Ancient
Order of Hibernians demonstrated outside
the Consulate the following day.

RALLIES

There were other rallies in Albany, the
New York state capital and in Philadelphia
and demonstrations in both Chicago and
Boston. Pickets were held in Washington DC.
Atlanta, Detroit and San Francisco, é

In Australia, Joan Coxsedge, a member of
Victoria parliament, has written to Fianna Fail
Attorney-General John Murray calling upon
him to ensure that Ellis is tried in Ireland un-
der the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act. She
does not believe he will receive a fair trial in
Britain. Though the charges against him
“may seem absurd"”.

She continues: “I would remind you that
Australia is a country which has been largely
settled by Irish immigrants and there is much

interest here in the fate of our cousins in the
Northern hemisphere.”

Terry Roberts and Trevor Crothers, mem-
bers of the South Australian parliamen,t have
backed her stand and written to Murray as
well. They write of their “grave concern that
Irish people cannot get a fair trial in Britain”
ar_\d ask the government to ensure that Ellis is
tried in Ireland.

The fo)d Preservers’ Union of Australia and the
Ausuala.s:an Meat Industry Employees' Union have
both written to Charles Haughey in support of the
Ellis family and of Dessie’s campaign. They ap-
pealed to ?he Fianna Fail leader to stop the extradi-
tion, pointing to the fact that the European Court of
Human Rights and Amnesty International, among
others, have “highlighted and criticised the British
government’s treatment of Irish citizens”,

Australia’s Community Radio Federation
ha'sAtaken a similar stand. In a letter to Justice
Mml:(&f Ray Burke, its secretary Susan Duffy
urges him, on behalf of her members, “to op-
Pose such extradition by all means open to

Yourself and your colleagues in the t:abinet"-J
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ne seo chuaigh thart seoladh leab-
par nua ag comhairleqir Shinn Féin, agus
im,_cm;annaire ar Bomp an Chultair sa
phéifﬁr Mairtin O Muilleoir, i mBéal Feirste.
Ga leabhar seo, C‘om'had Combhairleora, a
d‘fhoilsigh Coiscéim i mBaile Atha Cliath.
Cuireann O Muilleoir sios ar an
gcomhthéacs polatitil agus stairiuil ina
oibrionn sé agus a seisear chomh-combhair-
Jeoiri Sinn Féineacha mar ionadaithe poibli
do mhuintir Bhéal Feirste. Seo thios sliocht
as an leabhar a mbeidh léirmheas iomlan
air foilsithe in AP/RN amach anseo.

Aran Aoi

£ IONRADH SHINN FEIN

| Meitheamh 1985 nuair a tiondladh an chombhairle nua i
mBéal Feirste bhi, don chéad uair, foireann laidir de sheachtar
ag Sinn £éin ar Chomharile Bhéal Feirste. Sé shuiochan a bhi
ag an SDLP, ochtar ag an Chomhaontas agus ceann amhain
ag Pairti na nOibrithe. Bhi méramh suntasach fés ar an
Chomhairle 51-suiochan ag na hAontachtaithe. | measc na
bPoblachtéir bhi Teresa Holland agus Lily Fitzsimmons, na
chéad mhné a toghadh ariamh don phairti. Chuir ceannair an
pUP, Sammy Wilson, a fhéilte féin roimh an fhoireann
phoblachxach, ‘It's obnoxious for unionists to have to sit
across the chamber form evil gunmen who have crawled out
of West Blefast, evil human pus who are part of teh Republic’s
poison in this city’ (/RIS 10, 1Gil 1985).

Thosaigh-feachtas na nAontachtdir in aghaidh Shinn Féin
Jsithreach. Dhitltaigh said scun scan aon it ar na boird taobh
amuigh den chomhairle — an Bord Oideachais, An Bord
Slainte srl. _ a thabhairt don fhreastra. Mar sin de ba iad
Aontachtaithe go duine na comhairleoiri a ghlac an 48
suiochan ata ag an Chomhairle ar na boird éagsula.

0Os a choinne sin nuair a tionéladh nba coisti aris tugadh
roinnt de na cathaoirleachtai don SDLP agus don

Clu?n'whaonlns. Ni dhéanfai aon gharanna, afach, do chomhair-
Iem_n Shinn Féin. Ag an chéad chruinnii den téarma nua
sheinn Rhonda Paisley trumpa agus mhol Sammy Wilson
agur chdir carranna na Sinn Féinithe a chosc 6 charrchlés
Hall‘a na Cathrach agus 6 Sheomra na mBall, ach rialaigh
Cléireach na Comhairle go mbeadh na coscanna sin
midhleathach. Ditltaiodh ait do Shinn Féin ar an gCoite
lichuspsiri agus Airgeadais agus gach uair a d'éirigh ionadaf
asASinn Féin le labhairt thosaigh na dilseoiri ag screadail. Ag
deireadh an chruinnithe cheol Rhonda Paisley ‘The Queen’
agus rinne a mathair, Eileen, a bhi i measc an lucht féachana
ago6id aaonarach le postaer frith-Shinn Féin. Bhagair Peter
Robinson a bhi ina cuideachta go mbeadh ‘cigiri slaintiochta’
?;sd)hith sa Chombhairle feasta. (/rish News, 4 Meitheamh
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Rinne an tArd-Mhéara nua, an tAontachtai liobralach, John
Carson, iarracht tabhairt ar na dilseoiri gné na Comhairle a
chomhliunadh, fiu da mbeadh siad go daigh in aghaidh
laithreacht SF sa Bhardas. Ach bhi a iarrachtaei in aisce aige.
Nuair a d'fhreastail an Cairdineeal O Fiaich ag Dinnéar
bliantuil an Ard-Mhéara deuirt George Seawright, a atoghadh
mar ‘Aontachtai Prostasteunach’, le Carson: ‘Imigh leat is bi
ag sugradh le do Choréin Mhuire.” (Irish News, 2 1il 1985).

Lean an cur isteach ar ionadaithe Shinn Féin gan stad, go
dti Mi na Samhna, nuair a ritheadh reun ag cur cruinnithe na
Comhairle _ idir choisti agus chruinnithe iomlana _ ar ceal
mar agoid in éadan chomhairleoiri an phairti. Ach i rith an
ama cuiredah constaici sa bhealach ar na Poblachtdiri:
curieadh Sean McKnight de choiste bainistiochta Larionad
Pobail Dubhaoise agus ceapadh Aontachtai ina ait, ¢é go raibh
McKnight ina bhall den choiste ceeanna cibé ar bith agus é ag
gniomhu leis; ag na cruinnithe miosila greadadh cosa agus
buaileadh bosa le nach gcluinfi na Sinn Féinithe ag caint. Ag
cruinnia amhain, nuair nar ligeadh déibh labhairt, shitil na
Poblachtéiri ona mbinsi féin chuig binsi an DUP gur shuigh
siad taobh leo nuair a bhi siad ag béicfigh. Cuireadh an cruin-
nid ar ceal.

Ach ma bhi abhar conspoide de dhith ar na hAontachtaithe
tugadh doibh é nuair a eagraiodh oscailt phobail ag larionad
nua pobai in Ard Eoin i dtuaisceart na cathrach. dha la roimh
an oscailt fhoirmealta ghlac muintir na haite seilbh trathnona

Leabhar ar saol chomhairleoir seolta

ar an ait, rann milseain ar phaisti an cheantair, chroach Brat na
dTri Dhath agus thog plaic Ghaeilge. D'fhag siad an t-ardan
ansin ag na hadarais lena n-oscailt oifigitil a bheith acu, ach
bhi a mhalairt de phlean ag na hAontachtaithe a bhi cantalach
go leor fan fhoirgneamh nua i gceantar Caithliceach 6n tis.
Ag cruinnid speisialta den Chombhairle i mi Dheireadh Fémhair
cuireadh an oscailt oifigidil ar ceal agus lorgaiodh cruinnid
leis an Aire Stait. Ba ¢ bartil an Aire na go mbeadh ar an
Chomhairle £310,000 a aisioc leis an rialtas da ndruidfi an lari-
onad nua. Lena chois d'fhéadfadh Initchéir an Rialtais Aitidii
breischain a ghearradh ar na comhairleoiri a votalfadh ar son
dhtnadh an fhoirgnimh. D‘ainneoin na comhairle sin mhol
Coiste na Seirbhisi Pobail go ndruidfi an foirgneamh ach theip
ar an mholadh ag cruinnid iomlén den Chomhairle.

Ag cuimhnid agus ag streachailt

Tharla cuimhneachan10 mbliain den chéa
aris do phoblachtanaigh agus stailc 0
Phortlaoise. Ag na comortha a eagraio
streachailt Dessie ata ag troid ar son

d stailc ocrais i 1980 ag uair trag6ideach
crais Dessie Ellis ar sidl i bPriosan
dh timpeall na tire cuireadh béim ar leith ar
an chuis chéanna le stailceoiri ocrais
1980/'81. Seo Uachtaran Shinn Féin Gearéid MacAdhaimh agus é ag labhairt ag
an coméradh i mBéal Feirste a eagriodh ag Roinn na gCimi Cogaidh.

Revision

Write the sentences as if you were telling what Brian does :
¢ Eirionn sé . . . Nionn sé é féin . ..”

1. We eat breakfast at eight o’clock.

2. We go home at three o’clock every day.

3. We do not come to school on Saturday.

4. They drink tea at six o’clock every day.

5. Does he come here on Sunday ?

6. It is a quarter past twelve.

7. When do you come to school every morning ?
8. When do you go to bed every night?

9. Are you looking ? Are you listening ?

10. Where is the big black bag?

11. Where was the pretty red-haired girl ?

12. Where were you last night ?

13. T was reading by the fire at home.

14. Were you at the seaside in summer ?

15. They will not be here next year.

16. Say your prayers and go to bed.

17. Finish your lessons and go home.

18. She has a nice blue coat.

19. They have a big new car.

20. He has money, but he has not a pound.

21. The door is shut and the window is open.

22. The road is long and the child is tired.

23, Who is there? What have you got ?

24. Drink the milk ; do not eat the apple.

25. Open the door ; do not open the window.

26. Were you looking at the television ?

27. 1 wasn’t at home ; I was at the pictures.
12 28, The grey-haired old man is not here.

29. Is the pen lost? Is the bicycle broken ?

Ceaclit 15

Togtha 6 Progress in Irish le Mairéad Ni
Ghrada, foilsithe ag The Educational Company.
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PICKET ON US EMBASSY
Opposing US policy in Central
America
11.30am-1pm
Every Saturday
Ballsbridge
DUBLIN

NORTH DUBLIN
RECLAIM THE SPIRIT OF EASTER
CTTE

Meets 8pm every Thu
16 North Great George's Street
DUBLIN
lo organise a fitting celebration for
next year's 75th anniversary of the
1916 Rising
Everybody welcome

A REPORT COMMISSIONED by the Fair
Employment Trust and published last week

has cited the Ford Motor Company for anti-
Catholic discrimination in employment.

New York Comptroller
Elizabeth Holtzman was
asked to investigate em-

RECLAIM THE SPIRIT OF EASTER
1916

Dublin Southside Group Meeting
8pm Thursday 8th November
Dublin Resource Centre
Crow Street
DUBLIN

MANCHESTER MARTYRS
COMMEMORATION
8pm Friday 9th November
HUGGINSTOWN
County Kilkenny
Speaker: Tom Hartley

PUBLIC FORUM
‘British Workers and Ireland’
1-5.30pm Saturday 10th November
©Old White Horse Public House
Brixton Road
LONDON sw9
Organised by the Terence

MacSwiney

Commemoration Commitlee

FUNCTION
Sunday 11th November
Ravensdale House
CARRICKARNON
COUNTY LOUTH
Organised by Sinn Féin

ployment practices at the
company’s Belfast plant.
Her report has been de-
scribed by Oliver Kearney
of the Fair Employment
Trust as “a serious indict-
ment of the failure of Ford
management at local and at
international levels to com-
mit themselves to redress-
ing entrenched anti-Catholic
discrimination in the work-
place”,

The experienced and
well-informed human rights
activist and legislator visit-
ed the Six Counties earlier
this year. She compared the
Ford Company to Shorts in
Belfast and described the

company’s policy as “pur-
suing a less than aggressive
attitude towards addressing
a Catholic imbalance in the
Finaghy Road Ford plant”.
Her report also criticised the
company for maintaining
July 12th and 13th as blan-
ket public holidays while
denying to Catholic work-
ers, in a plant on the out-
skirts of predominantly na-
tionalist West Belfast, the
opportunity to take March
17th, St Patrick’s Day, as a
public holiday. Holtzman
commented on the ongoing
cases of discrimination in
the plant and the company'’s
failure to address these, de-
tailing complaints of dis-
crimination and victimisa-
tion which she received

from human rights groups
and workers in the plant.
Ford has consistently re-
fused to engage in private
communication with the
Fair Employment Trust and
other human rights groups
to discuss their employ-
ment practices.

BOYCOTT

In the United States a
boycott of the company's
products is being promoted
by the Irish National Caucus
and the Ancient Order of
Hibernians. The Ford
Company adopted its own
set of principles, the so-
called ‘Ford Principles’, to
head off attempts to get it
to adopt the MacBride
Principles. No effective ac-
tion has been taken, howev-
er, to put these principles
into effect. A related cam-
paign in the US, known as
the shareholder resolution

@ OLIVER KEARNEY

campaign, has been pur-
sued over the past ‘foqr
years by groups an'd indi-
vidual shareholders in com-
panies which have holdings
in the Six Counties. The ol_:-
jective of this campaign is
to use their voting power to
demand that companies
adopt the MacBride

meetings.

In his statement,
Kearney concluded:

“The recent debacle jn
applying the 1989 Fajr
Employment Act at ap
Industrial Tribunal provides
stark evidence, if evidence
were needed, that there js
neither the will nor the
commitment at the highest
levels of the civil service to
create effective machinery
to eliminate anti-Catholic
discrimination in employ-
ment.

“The lesson is clear,
International pressure must
be increased and intensified
by every means open, to
enforce the demand of the
international community
and of the nationalist com-
munity in Northern Ireland
that anti-Catholic discrimi-
nation finally be rooted out
from this society.”

EDENTUBBER MARTYRS
COMMEMORATION
Assemble 2.30pm Sunday 11th
November
Ravensdale House
CARRICKARNON
County Louth
Main speaker: Francie Molloy
Bus leaves 44 Parell Square at
12.30pm
Eccles Lounge 1pm
Taille £6

VIDEO SHOWING
‘The Irish Question'
7.30pm Tuesday 13th November
69 Ballour Street
(off Kent Road)

LONDON
Nearest! tube: Elephant and Castle
Free admission
Organised by South London Troops
Out Movement

WELCOME HOME FUNCTION
for ex-POW Seany Tierney
Friday 16th November
Creaghton Hotel

INES
County Monaghan
Taille £4

Bar exlension

TABLE Quiz
In aid of Dublin Martyrs Republican
Flute Band
8pm Friday 16th November

Eccles Pub

Dorset Street

DUBLIN
£10 per table

OLD MYTHS — NEW VISIONS
Conference on Women & Ireland
Saturday 17th November
Women's Centre
Wesley House

olborn
LONDON WC1
Speakers: Diane Abbol MP,
Nell McCafferty, Alice Mahon MP,
Anne Speed, Margaret Ward
Organised by Everywoman &
Women's Time lo Go!

SOCIAL NIGHT
In aid of Dundalk ex-POWs
Anli-Extradition Ctie
Saturday 17th November

Tara Lounge
DUNDALK

Music by Slane

Taille £2

FUNCTION
Featuring The Irish Brigade
Saturday 17th November
Camelot Holel
Malahide Road

Principles and to bring this

Duffy family
leads plastic
bullet protest

THE PARENTS of 15-year-old plastic bullet victim
Seamus Duffy handed in a letter of protest during the
annual picket, organised by the United Campaign
Against Plastic Bullets (UCAPB), of Astra Fireworks, the
British company which manufactures plastic bullets.
Seamus Duffy was killed when  ment in August 1989. The inquest
an RUC man fired a plastic bullet at into Duffy’s death threw out a claim
close range as the teenager walked by the boy's killers, the RUC, that
home on the anniversary of intern-  Duffy was rioting when the lethal

shot was fired and ruled that there
was no rioting at the time of the
killing.

Brendan and Kathleen Duffy
were joined by a number of other
relatives of plastic bullet victims at a
protest picket at the London head-
quarters of Astra Pyrotechnics, a
company which combines the man-
ufacture of fireworks with that of
the lethal plastic bullet.

BOYCOTT ASTRA
FIREWORKS

In 1987, following an extensive
campaign by many of the victims
and families of victims, another
company involved in the manufac-
ture of plastic bullets, Standard
Fireworks, which incorporates Brock
Fireworks, ceased production of
these dangerous and deadly
weapons.

As in previous years, the UCAPB
is calling for a boycott of Astra fire-
works, describing it as insidious
that a company involved in the pro-
duction of fireworks designed for
the delight of young people in
Britain is also involved in the manu-

[
® SEAMUS DUFFY

facture of a weapon which has
killed and maimed so many children
and young people in the Six
Counties.

The United Campaign Against
Plastic Bullets was established
mainly by victims and the relatives
of victims following the blatant
murder of Sean Downes, who was
shot dead by a plastic bullet fired by
an RUC man at point-blank range
during a peaceful internment rally
in 1984,

A PACKED Andersonstown Felons' Club saw veteran re-
publican and former IRA Chief-of-Staff Seamus Twomey,
who died last year, honoured on the occasion of his birth-
day on Monday evening, November 5th.

OLD FRIENDS REM

EMBER TWOMEY

The evening’s celebrations were
chaired by West Belfast MP Gerry
Adams and were attended by fami-
ly and friends of Seamus. Central
to the evening was the launch of a
booklet recalling Seamus’ life,
which was one of unfailing and
selfless service in the cause of the
people of Ireland.

Adams called on Sinn Féin ac-
tivist Marie Moore to read the first
of two personal messages from
close friends of Seamus who re-
main incarcerated in British pris-
ons. Marie read a letter from
Martin Meehan of Ardoyne, now in
the H-Blocks, and was followed by
Chrissie Keenan, who read a letter
on behalf of her husband Brian,

With personal messages con-
cluded, Adams asked people to sit
back and enjoy a display of Irish
dancing before moving on to the
main speaker of the evening, re-
publican veteran Proinsias Mac
Airt, who recounted memories of
Seamus and sketched an outline of
Seamus’ service in Oglaigh na
hEireann.

In the final formal ceremony of
the evening Rosie Twomey,
Seamus’ widow, was presented
with a copy of the booklet com-
memorating her husband; she was
then asked to perform the honour
of unveiling a portrait of Seamus,
painted for the family by Lucas
Quigley of Ballymurphy. A very
successful evening was concluded

who is in Full Sutton Prison.

with an enjoyable folk session,

® Rosie Twomey, Seamus’ wido

DUBLIN ¢
(continued on page 13) ‘ W, is presented with a portrait of Sea-

mus in the Felons’ Club in Andersonstown on Monday, November 5th




m RAYMOND MURRI_XY is, along with much else,
one of the great chromclgrs of human rights abuses
in the North. Together with Fr Faul, he has written
33 books and pamphlets as well as numerous
leaflets on various aspects of state-sponsored ter-
rorism in Ireland ovef th.e past 20 years, ranging
from torture to assassination.

In The SAS in Ireland he has
used his obviously extensive
files to write & Ieng&hy» book
gedicated to the campaign as
waged by the Special Air
Ser;nce of the British army. The
strength.of Raymond Murray's
book lies in its use of documen-
tation such as inquest and court
reports, official N10, RUC,
British army and indeed IRA
statements. In addition to scour-
ing the Irish and British national
pr’esses, he has tucked away
pieces from the Six-County
provincial press, and clearly
subscribes to both AP/RN and
Mars and Minerva, the SAS in-
house paper. | doubt if he's
missed 2 single thing that's in
the public print. His book is, for
the most part, scrupulously
sourced and footnoted — and

on this level, unanswerable,
Some criticism — it is on
less sure ground where Fr
Murray allows himself to spec-
ulate. This ends, for instance, in
suggestions such as that the
British ambassador was killed
by IRA members from South
Armagh in retaliation for SAS
activity in South Armagh. This
is unscourced; sounds ground-
less, and is a quite unnecessary
inclusion in the book. Also he
has included a lot of material —
such as the killing by the IRA of
informer Frank Hegarty from
Derry in 1986 — which seems
unrelated to the context of the
book. Stuff like this is simply
thrown in so that i

BY
CON
CARNEY

The SAS in Ireland loses its fo-
cus and reads like a chronology
of (warlike) events in the North.

And, to be done with criticism, |
found dubious his apparent
conviction that the SAS were

behind virtually everything.
This is, though, nit-picking
at what is an important and bal-

ancing to the con-
temporary literature on the war
in the North, There is nothing
‘new’ in Fr Murray’s book. ts
importance is in the way the
material is arranged and the cu-
mulative case it makes against
the British. Through inquest af-
ter inquest, unlikely story after
unlikely story, the evidence
mounts. From the MRF of the
early '70s, the Four Square
Laundry, the Littlejohn affair,
the revelations of Fred Holroyd
and Colin Wallace, down to
those of UDA killer Albert
Baker; through i

ANTI-EXTRADITION
EVENTS

WHITE-LINE
PICKETS/LEAFLETING
5-6pm every Friday
Fairview foot-bridge
DUBLIN

6-7pm every Friday
Finglas Dual Carriageway
Janelle Shopping Centre
DUBLIN

2-3pm every Saturday
Falls Road/Whiterock Road
Junction
BELFAST

5-6pm every night
Roundabout at Fassaugh Avenue
or Broom Bridge
CABRA

waves of sectarian assassina-
tion and the Dublin bombings
right up to the latest killings,
Murray allows the written
record to make his case of
state-sponsored murder.

A reader leaves this book,
amongst much else, marvelling
at the manner in which the
British have avoided answering
all the questions raised by the
events described in it, and even
more at how such overwhelm-
ing evidence can be ignored by
the church, by the SDLP, and by
the Dublin government.

® The SAS in Ireland, by
Raymond Murray. Published by
Mercier Press. Ir£16.99, 500
pages.

Heroic but hopeless fi

THE GHETTO FIGHTS, Warsaw 1941-'43, is writ-
ten by Marek Edelman, a survivor of the Warsaw
Ghetto. Edelman was a member of the Jewish
Resistance Organisation (ZOB) of the Warsaw
Ghetto during 1942 and 1943 and was also a
member of the Jewish Socialist Party of Poland,
the Bund. He later went on to become a heart
surgeon in Poland and was active in the
Solidarity Movement from the start.

The book was first pub-
lished in English by the Bund in
New York in 1945, but this is
the first time it has been pub-
lished in English since then.
Edelman, in 1929, agreed to al-
low the Socialist Workers’ Party
to republish his account of the
1emcious and terrible struggle
in the Ghetto, 2 struggle made
éll the more heroic because
there was no chance of suc-
cess.

Edelman’s book is con-
cerned with the courageous
fight back against the Nazis and
their collaborators which took
Place in the Warsaw Ghetto but
he stants off with an explana-
tion of the immense psycholog-
il difficulties of organising in
waz-occupied Warsaw, saying:

For Instance, a strongly de-
Pressing handicap was the feel-
Ing that one could perish mo-
mentarily, not as a result of
ON€’s particular work, but as a

beaten and humiliated, not hu-
man being, but Jew.

“To overcome our own ter-
rifying apathy,” he writes, “to
force ourselves to even the
smallest spark of activity, to
fight against our own accep-
tance of the generally prevail-
ing feeling of panic — even
these small tasks required truly
gigantic efforts on our part.”

Edelman goes through the
psychological transformation
among the Jewish population,
in the early days unwilling to

BY
LIAM

O COILEAIN

believe or accept that their fate
was death, despite all the signs.
As the mass deportations to a
certain death in the concentra-
tion camps began in earnest
though, people, gradually, but
still painfully slowly, came to
realise that resistance was both
possible and necessary, be-
cause the only alternative was
death. The ZOB had been argu-
ing for such resistance from the
beginning.

- RESISTANCE

The first well-organ-
ised armed resistance
began in January 1943,
when only 60,000 people
remained in the ghetto.
Edelman explains:
“Public opinion, Jewish
as well as Polish, reacted
immediately to the ghet-
to battles. For the first
time the halo of omnipo-
tence and invincibility
was torn from the
Germans' heads.”

Contacts were made
with the Polish resistance
and weapons were smug-
gled into the Ghetto in in-
creasing numbers.

In April 1943 the
Germans moved to ‘liqui-
date’ the ghetto com-
pletely and full-scale

fighting erupted, the cocky SS
men being taken completely
surprise by the well ised

5-6pm every Friday
Junction Dorset Street/
Lr Drumcondra Road
DUBLIN

5.30pm-6.30pm every Tuesday
O'Connell Bridge
DUBLIN

2-4pm every Saturday
outside Courthouse
DUNDALK
County Louth

12.45pm every Saturday
Traffic lights
Aiden Park
SHANNON
County Clare

4.30pm-6.30pm every Friday
Irish Embassy
LONDON

defenders.

The narrative makes ex-
tremely distressing reading at
times as the brutal and cold-
blooded horror of the slaughter
of a whole people is described.
The doomed but courageous
struggle of the ZOB gave to
many the chance to fight back
and die with dignity. Edelman
gives many examples of the
sort of individual and collective
acts of bravery and il dibly

CORK ANTI-EXTRADITION
GROUP
meets 8pm every Thursday
The Grand Circle
Emmet Place
CORK

RADIO ELLIS
Tune in to Radio Dessie Ellis
6.30pm-7.30pm every day
on 88FM

instances of self-sacrifice to
save the lives of others which
took place at this time. His book
is a worthy testament to his
comrades who died.

Edelman himself was one
of very few who managed to
escape the Ghetto to join the
Polish Resistance and fewer
still who survived the rest of
the war. “On May 10th, 1943,
the first period of our bloody
history, the history of the
Warsaw Jews, came to an
end,” he concludes. “Those
who were killed in action had
done their duty to the end, to
the last drop of blood that
soaked into the pavements of
the Warsaw ghetto. We, who
did not perish, leave it up to
you to keep the memory of
them alive — forever.”

® The Ghetto Fights is pub-
lished by  Bookmarks
Publications in paperback,
priced £3.95 Sterling or $7.50.

inn Féin
National

Draw

Week 5 (FINAL WEEK)
1st prize, £10,000: County Derry, No
4,171; 2nd prize, £1,000: South
Armagh, No 9,303; 3rd prize, £500:
Sussy Callaghan, Cork City, No
1,020; 4th prize, £250; Newry, County
Down, No 9,308; 5th prize, £150: E
Palmer, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15,
No 6.044; 6th prize, £100: Christy
Lynch, Tralee, County Kerry, No
9,435; Tth prize, £50: Joe Stack, Cork
City, No 1,189; 8th prize, £50: Derry,
No 8,106.
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THURSDAY 8th NOVEMBER
PICKET
O'Connell Bridge 5-6.30pm
UBLIN

All Dublin groups are asked
to attend and bring banners

PUBLIC MEETING
Beachmount Hotel
NAVAN
Speakers: Martha Ellis, Ernest
Cowan
(Fianna Fail Against Extradition)
(continued on page 14)

ke

Imeachtai
(continued from page 12)
70th ANNIVERSARY
Eddie Carmody Commemoration
Assemble 8pm sharp 22nd
November
BALLYLONGFORD
County Kerry
Prominent speakers

CUMANN CABHRACH
TESTIMONIAL FUNCTION
9.30pm to 2am
Friday 23rd November
Russell Arms Hotel
NAVAN
Téille £5

MANCHESTER MARTYRS
COMMEMORATION
Assemble 12.30pm Sunday 25th
November
Longsight Market
Longsight
MANCHESTER
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Bluster and warmong

continued from page 13) |
IDAY 9th NO IBE
Dessie's Aj continues

10am outside Supreme Court
DUBLF';a

PUBLIC MEETING
7.30pm Aras na Gael
Brent Irish Centre
Salusbury Road
(Near Queen's Park tube)

Speakers include Ken Livingstone
MP and e

aj
Errol Smalley (Guildford Four
Campaign)

RALLY
On day of Dessie's extradition
6.30pm GPO
DUBLIN
SATURDAY 10th NOVEMBER

NATIONAL MARCH
Assemble 2pm Department of
tice

us'
St Steshen's Green
UBLIN
Prominent speakers
BUSES
Belfast
Contact Connolly House,
Tel. 301719/301939
unty Cavan
Leaving
Swanlinbar: 10am
Ballyconnell: 10.30am
Cavan: 11.30am
Virginia: 12 noon.

Leaves Market Square
12.15pm sharp
New Bridge, Drogheda 12.45pm
Téille £2

Clare-Limerick
Leaves Miltown Malbay 9am
Penneys, Limerick City 9.30am
For further information contact:
Joe Lynch, Limerick.
Tel: 061 311457
Paddy O'Grady, Clare,

Tel: c/o 061 364823
County Monaghan
Leaving:

Clones: 10.45am
Monaghan: 11.15am
Castleblaney: Il.45am
Carrickmacross: 12.15pm

in the Gul

WHAT STARTED as an election ploy could well turn out to be

the spark that ignif

another Gulf conflict. It could also turn

out to be a severe reverse for the US President. This week
George Bush’s administration is frantically trying to set out
the ground rules for an open invasion of Iraq and Kuwait. But
the unity of the anti-Iraqi forces is becoming more and more
shaky and US voters are losing their appetite for battle.

Declaring war to win an
election can be a very effective
campaign tactic as Margaret
Thatcher proved . in the
Malvinas. But George Bush's
attempt to do the same in the
Middle East is getting stuck in
the sands of Saudi Arabia. At
first he hoped that the econom-
ic boycott of Iraq would bring
Saddam Hussein to his knees.
His generals now know that it
will be 3 long time before the
UN's blockade will take effect.

War is now the only option
which will bring results in the
short term. That means major
problems for Bush, whose
Republican Party faces mid-
term elections this week, be-
cause none of his allies — with

threats, because the US ambas-
sador to Kuwait was going to
bed hungry.

LARGE FIGURE
The president’s anger was
punctured somewhat when
e

could argue that it justified
armed conflict.

When the US force was first
dispatched to the Middle East
there were scenes of the sort of
mass hysteria which gnp}aed
Britain during the Malvinas
War. Anti-Iraqi rhetoric from llhe
White House began to drive
embarrassing stories about It‘:a
Savings & Loan scandal (in
which Bush was impliczlaq)
from the front pages. But this
ardour has cooled considerably
in the intervening periu_d_ and
the public now has addmona’I
reasons for questioning Bush’s
economic mismanagement.

The US budget has to be
d by the presil but

point-
ed out that the jovial ambas-
sador in question had appeared
only recently in the media, jok-
ing about his own rather large
figure and pointing out that it
would take a long time to
starve him out. It later emerged
that the embassy is well
stocked with tinned food. The
ambassador’s diet may be
somewhat boring but not even
the most gung-ho ‘patriot’

:nus( be agreed by Congress by
a given date. This year,
Congress refused to accept the
president’s proposals and the
White House refused to budge.
So, for the first time in US his-
tory, there was no money in the
kitty to pay civil servants and
government ground to a halt
for a short time. Significantly,
Bush had already made sure
that the money needed for his

war manoeuvres in Arabia was
pmlac(ed by law.

CYNICISM AMONG VOTERS
Intense — and very well
justified — cynicism among
voters has been the result. One
poll shows that 77% of }hem
believe that “government is run
by a few big interests looking
out for themselves, rather than
for the benefit of all the peo-
ple”. 3
Anti-war feeling is also
growing, even among the
troops themselves. Over the
weekend Secretary of State
James Baker visited US troops
in Saudi Arabia and was forced

ering

comment from the Saugig
which suggested that, if the
Iradi forces were to withdray,
from part of Kuwait, negotia.
tions could begin. France has
also begun negotiations behing
the scenes over the release of
hostages, implicitly breaking
with the stand taken by the EC
against any such negotiations,
The US president fears that the
common anti-lraqgi front in
Europe is breaking up.

Among Bush’s more pre.
dictable European allies is the
Haughey government which
has stood firm against the visit
by three TDs to Baghdad to se-
cure the release of Irish

to face up to the ion of
the soldiers. Comments such
as “Let’s do something or go
home” were common and at
one point, the troops shouted
at him “When can we go
home?”

Listening to unhappy war-
riors was only a small part of
Baker’s mission. His real pur-
pose was to tie together the
forces which are now baking in
the Saudi desert. Bush was se-
riously worried by a recent

ges. Politicians such as
Ted Heath from Britain and
Willy Brandt from Germany
have been given considerable
backing for visits to Iraq. But
Dublin foreign affairs minister,
Gerry Collins, openly criticised
the TDs' mission last week.

PHOTO
OPPORTUNITY
Baker's Middle East trip
does not mean immediate war,
But it does make war an easier

ALL NORTHSIDE GROUPS
Meet 1pm Five Lamps
Amiens Street
DUBLIN
March into national march
Bring banners

BENEFIT FUNCTION
In aid of Dessie Ellis
Featuring: Fallen Angels,
Cormac Breatnach & Friends,
Mick Hanly
and special guesls
8pm Saturday 10th November
Wexford Inn
DUBLIN
Taille £5
SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER
PICKET

Attorney-General's House
3pm Greystones Railway Station
GREYSTONES

the exception of Margaret
Thatcher — is even a quarter as
committed as he is to a military
solution,

The prolonged stalemate in
the Saudi Arabian desert has
persuaded US voters that Bush
is indecisive. Roughly one third
of the seats in the Senate and
the House of Representatives
are up for grabs, as are a num.
ber of governorships. His
Republican Party candidates
are likely to do badly and the
little man in the White House
has been talking big in an effort
to win over the electorate.

He has already dredged up
one of the most bizarre excuses
in history for going into battle.
Last week he delivered an an-
gry tirade, peppered by war

option for the Pentagon.
George Bush is due to cele-
brate Thanksgiving with the
troops in Saudi Arabia on
November 22nd and no-one ex-
pects war before then — the
president would lose an ex-
traordinarily good photo-op-
portunity. The Christmas period
follows too closely on
Thanksgiving, so an American
attack is unlikely before the
New Year. But a clear chain of
command has been created
among the anti-lraqi forces in
the Middle East and pressure
has been exerted on European
and Arab leaders to bring them
into line. With considerable
amounts of bluster, George
Bush is setting the scene for his
Malvinas war. But the conflict
could still blow up in his face.

County Wicklow
84 bus leaves 1.35pm from Trinity

WEDNESDAY 14th NOVEMBER
PUBLIC MEETING
‘Don't extradite Dessie Ellis*
8pm Atlanta Hotel
Dominic Street

GAL!
Speakers: Martha Ellis and Tony
Sloan

PICKET
5,309m6.30£m Archway Tube
tation
LONDON

THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER
Cork Anti-Extradition Group
Meeting
8pm Anchor Bar
orge's Quay

CORK

PUBLIC MEETING
8pm Islington Central Library
Holloway Road
ON ;
Speakers include Irish in Islington

ProF!eci 3
and Guildford Four Campaign

Sinn Féin councillor on tour of US

Dessie Ellis.

Ferguson began his tour by ad-
dressing the Irish American Unity
Conference on the vulnerability of
the Irish economy North and
South, identifying partition as the
root cause of our economic ills. He
addressed the damage done by en-
try into the EC and the long-term
consequences of the pending
Single European Market in 1992.

DRAIN OF PROFITS
In concluding he pointed out
that “the massive drains on our
y in the form of mineral de-

FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER
PUBLIC MEETING
‘No extradition to British injustice’
7.30pm Room 4, City Halls
Albion Street

GLASGOW K
Speaker from Irish Anti-Extradition
Ctte

posits, profits, the forced emigra-
tion of 40,000 young people every
year and increasing debt is now to
be compounded by the loss of fis-
cal, VAT and monetary policy and
bears witness to the absence of

SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER
MARCH

In solidarity wilrlnl Ds::sieeEllis
2pm Parnel art
i DUBLIN
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ignty which parti-
tion institutionalises. Only self-de-
termination can offset a 21st centu-
ry in which Ireland will witness the
greatest land clearance since the

IN A TEN-DAY whirl-wind tour of Florida, Atlanta,
Pennsylvania and Minneapolis, Sinn Féin Councillor
Michael Ferguson, from West Belfast, addressed con-
ventions, school assemblies, a prison (housing mostly
American Indians) and demonstrations on issues rang-
ing from the economics of partition to the eight-year
incarceration of Joe Doherty and the hunger-strike of

‘famine’, and those left will see a
country reduced to a Third World
tourist attraction in which we will
be expected to celebrate our own
picturesque poverty.”

In a lengthy radio interview
while on tour in Atlanta, Ferguson
spoke of the occupation of the Six
Counties by British troops and the
price paid by the nationalist com-
munity:

“The British government and its
forces have been guilty of holding
over 2,000 people without trial or
charge, they have killed almost 300
Irish citizens, fired over 100,000
plastic -and rubber baton rounds,
raided over 300,000 homes, arrest-
ed over 60,000 people and been
found guilty of inhumane and de-
grading treatment by the European
Court of Human Rights. At present
they hold over 800 political prison-
ers, employ censorship and use
death squads to eliminate political
opponents, and these people have
the audacity to call on Eastern

European countries to imitate their
‘democracy’.”

In Philadelphia Ferguson called
on American and Irish alike to
show their outrage at Britain’s in-
terference in the American judicial
system which has resulted in the
eight-year imprisonment of Joe
Doherty despite eight successful
court appearances. “American le-
gal history,” he claimed, “should
not be remembered as having bol-
stered up British injustice.”

Addressing a NORAID testimo-
nial dinner, Ferguson pondered on
the legacy of the hunger-strikers
whose tenth anniversary is fast ap-
proaching and noted with sadness
that almost ten years after the
hunger-strikes of 1980/'81, another
man, Dessie Ellis, was being forced
to hunger-strike by yet another
government doing Britain's dirty
work.

NATIVE AMERICANS

Concluding his tour as a guest
of the American Indian Movement,
Ferguson was honoured with the
traditional ‘Drum and Pipe’ cere-
mony at the Heart of the Earth
Survival School where he ad-
dressed the assembly on the im-
portance of culture as a means of
surviving colonial occupation:

“The British say our people are

® MICHAEL FERGUSON
backward-looking, uncivilised, un-
European simply because we op-
pose their destruction of our cul-
ture and the impoverishment of
our nation. In fact the British have
brought us nothing but the nega-
tion of an ancient civilisation with
death and destruction in its wake,
and they continue to rule over us
through the use of violence, force
and terrorism.”

Speaking to AP/RN on his return
to Ireland, Ferguson said he had
been heartened by both the
warmth of his welcome in America
and the level of interest in Ireland
among the American peoples.




R ENBERINGITH RS

MICHAEL

SCANLO

N

BY PETER O’ROURKE

MICHA

gL SCANLON, Fenian, poet, and for
o of the most influential members of the |
n

over 50 years
RB in Chicago,

a5 born in Castlemahon, County Limerick, in 1833,

6 he emigrated to

;“-(he ar?srsfh?s family gcnled in
s #hough he worked for al-
Chicag™ arter of a century in
most @ ::" he regarded Chicago
W’;.”s”;?om' and returned there to
Bse"ld his retirement. e

A committed Fenian, he joined
he Irish Republican Brolhr(hoqd
XRB‘ shortly after its foundation in
(;!\mérica by John 0'Mahony on
Saint Patrick's DaY, 1858, and afx.cr»
wards became editor Pf the Fen]an
gaper in the US, The Irish Republic.
|n November 1863, Sfan\on, a
eading member of the IR8, along
with Henry C. McCarthy organised
the huge convention of American
tenians in Chicago attended by
over 1,500 delegates and a num_ber
of envoys from Ireland including
Charles J. Kickham, which was held
while 2 great fair was in progress in
the city to raise funds for the organ-
isation.

Following the successful con-
vention; Kickham returned to Ire-
land convinced by what he had
heard that an invasion of Ireland by
the Fenian Brotherhood was not an
empty promise but a certainty —
once the American Civil War ended.

CANADIAN INVASION

Three years later Scanlon was
closely involved in Colonel John

O'Neill's invasion of Canada
night of May 31st 1865 809 };t?n'i‘a‘r:‘:
lgd by O'Neill, crossed the Niagara’
river and seized the village of Fort
Erie on the Canadian side, Two days
la_ter, th_ev defeated British forces at
Lime Ridge but, due to lack of rein-
fprccmcnts, O'Neill had no alterna-
tive but to retreat back to America,
. Eollowing the collapse of the ris-
ing in Ireland in March 1867, Scan-
lon coqtinued to be actively in-
volvcg] in the Fenian Movement in
America and during the following
decade contributed verse and po-
ems to nationalist papers in Ireland
and US. His best known verse was
his rising ballad “The Bold Fenian
Men” which became hugely popu-
larin Ireland.

During the many years he
worked in Washington as a senior
government official, he successfully
persuaded US firms to trade with
foreign countries other than Eng-
land, which helped to undermine En-
glish influence in the Americas.

Although he was never to see
his native country again, he contin-
ued to treasure memories of his
youth in Limerick and never gave
up hope of one day seeing Ireland
free.

Michael Scanlon, was born on
November 10th 1833, 157 years ago
this week.

SOLIDARITY
GREETINGS

SOLIDARITY GREETINGS are ex-

5 fight against extra-
ugh Hehir Sinn Féin
n, Ennie, County Clare.

BOLIDARITY GREETINGS (o Dessie

Ellis on hunger-strike in Portlaoise.
From the McGettigan family, Shannon.
SOLIDARITY GREETINGS to Dessie
Ellis. From the Dessie Ellis Support
Group, Shannon.

SOLIDARITY GREETINGS to Dessie
Ellis. From Charlie, Kathleen and the
Murray family.

SOLIDARITY GREETINGS to Dessie
Ellis in his fight against extradition to
Britain. From the Terence MacSwiney
Sinn Féin Cumann, Shannon.
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5 (Maghaberry). Con-
ne and best wishes on your
Shauneen. From Seén,

&nd children,
fwu;zx, Ken (Portlacise). Best wish-
ooon the 13th. From Maura, John,

Catherine and Jimm,
b ru.k‘& xbw. (Portlacise). Best wish-
or your hday 7 e
i irthday Ken. From Aine
:iu;zx, Ken (Portlaoise). Hope you
e droy 1o happy birthday. Well have

e for you. From Catherine.

| ER, Ken (Portlacise). Many hap-

| P¥ returng Ken 1, 2 5.
e Ken. From Frank, Peggy and

BOLG b
M*&{:l—u Ken (Portlacise). All the best
| Kenpgh Ken. From Mick and Tipp.
‘A, Brian (Portlacise). All my love

| ang
= .!-at Wishes for our 7th wedding an-
™Y on November 10th. From your

© Yeronica and son Se4n.

alchit@l

birthday Noel. Lots of love from your

MCcKERNAN, Charlie (H-Blocks). Hap-
py birthday. From your sister Betty and
all at 203.

NOONAN, Noel (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday son. Keep smiling. UTP. Lots
of love from Mam and Dad. xxx
NOONAN, Noel (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday Noel. From Ditie and Mul.
NOONAN, Noel (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday Noel. From Grandmother and
Henry. x0x ;
NOGNAN, Noel (Portlacise). Happy
birthday Noel. From Mary and Tony.
NOONAN, Noel (Portlacise). Happy
birthday Nocl. From Joan. 0
NOONAN, Noel (Portlacise). Happy

sister Helen, Micky and baby Jennifer.
Xt 3
NOONAN, Noel (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday Noel. From Tiny und Wora
family, Limerick city.

BLAKE, Peter (20th Anni
ol i nniversary), In

Ing memory of Vol Peter
thk.-, ‘C’ Coy, 2nd Battalion, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who

od on Active service on October 27th
1970. "Our patriotiam is measured not
by the formula in which we declare it
but in the service we render.” —
Pédraig Mac Piarais. I will remember
You as you were in life, Peter, s  gen-
©erous and unselfish patriot. Rest in
peace, old friend. Always remembered
by Brendy Lillin (H-Blocks).
BURNS, Sedn; McKERR, Gervase;
TOMAN, Eugene (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Sedn Burns, Gervase McKerr and Eu-
gene Toman who were killed by the
RUC on November 11th 1982. T measc
laochra na nGacl go raibh siad, Always
remembered by their friends and com-
rades in the North Armagh Brigade.
BURNS, Sefin; McKERR, Gervase;
TOMAN; Eugene (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vals
Sedn Burns, Gervase McKerr and Eu-
gene Toman, who were murdered by
the RUC on November 11th 1982. Al-
Wways remembered by Upper Bann
Comhairle Ceantair Sinn Féin.
BURNS, Scdn; McKERR, Gervase;
TOMAN, Eugene (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Scdn Burns, Gervase McKerr and Eu-
gene Toman, who were ambushed and
killed by the forces of occupation on
November 11th 1982. The generations
shall remember them. I measc laochra
na nGael go raibh siad. Bhur geara
agus comradaf Maitrin Mac Mathuna,
‘Spock’, Tasmania, Australia.
BURNS, Sefn; TOMAN, Eugene (8th
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of Sedn Burns and Eugene
‘Toman. RIP. Thinking of you. Always
remembered by Mona.
BURNS, Sedin (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Seén
Burns. We remember with pride. From
Eleanor, Jonathan and David.
BURNS, Se4n (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Se4n
Burns who was murdered by the RUC
on November 11th 1982. Always re-
membered by his Mother, Father,
brothers and sisters.
CARROLL, Adrian (7th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Adrian
Carroll, who was murdered by the
UDR (PAF) in Armagh on November

8th 1983, Always remembered by his
Mother, brothers, siaters and family
circle.
CARROLL, Adrian (7th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my
brother Adrian Carroll, who was mur-
dered by the UDR (PAF) in Armagh on
November 8th 1983. Always remem
bered by his brother Tommy.
CONEY, Hugh (16th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Hugh
Coney, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
shot dead by British occupation forces
while escaping from Long Kesh Intern-
ment Camp on November 6th 1974,
Fuair a6 bAs ag troid ar son na saoirse.
Always remembered by his friends and
comrades in the Republican Move-
ment.
EDENTUBBER MARTYRS (33rd
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memary of Vols Paddy Parle (Wexford),
Jeorge Keegan (Enniscorthy), Paul
Smith (Armagh), Oliver Craven
(Down), Oglaigh na hEireann, and
Michael Watters of County Louth, who
died for the freedom of Ireland on
November 11th 1957. Always remem-
bered by the Republican Movement,
Wexford.
FENNELL, Gerard (16th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Gerard Fennell, 1st Battalion,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was shot by enemy forces while on
active service on November 8th 1974.
Fuair 8¢ bds ar son muintir na hEire-
ann. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades in the Belfast
Brigade.
MCcAULEY, Kevin (15th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Fian
Kevin McAuley, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on ac-
tive service on November 6th 1975.
Fuair sé b4s ar son na saoirse. Never
forgotten by his friends and comrades
in Fianna Eireann, Belfast.
McKENNA, Jeff (8th Anniversary).
The Republican Movement remembers
with pride Jefl McKenna, Sinn Féin,
who died in a traffic accident on
November 8th 1982.
McKENNA, JefT (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Jeff
McKenna, who died on November 8th
1982. Always remembered by his sister
Peggy, nephew Gary and niece Geral-
dine.
McKENNA, Jeff (8th Anniversary).
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Comhairle Limistéar Atha Cliath Sinn
Féin remembers with pride Jeff
McKenna who died, Sinn Féin, who
died in a traffic accident on November
8th 1982. | measc laochra na hEireann
go raibh a6,

McKERR, Cervase (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my
dear husband Vol Gervase McKerr,
who was murdered by the RUC on
November 11th 1982, RIP. Years pass
but memories last. Always loved and
remembered by Eleanor.

McKERR, Gervase (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
dear father Vol Gervase McKerr, who
was murdered by the RUC on Novem-
ber 11th 1982. RIP. We miss you, Dad-
dy. Love from Jonathan and David.
McKERR, Gervase (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of a dear
son and brother Vol Gervase McKerr,
who was murdered by the RUC on
November 11th 1982. RIP. Sadly
missed and always remembered by his
Mother, brothers and sisters.
McKERR, Gervase (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
dear son-in-law and brother-in-law
Gervase McKerr, who was taken from
us in the sad month of November 1982.
Remembered always, forgotten never.
With love from the Shanks family.
MCcKERR, Gervase (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Gervase McKerr, who was murdered
by the RUC on November 11th 1982.
RIP. Always remembered by the Mack-
le family.

McPARLAND, Liam (21st Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Liam McParland, 2nd Battalion,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on November 6th 1969.
Chaith sé a saol ag obair ar son sacirse
muintir na hEireann. Nf dhéanfar
dearmad air. Never forgotten by his
friends and comrades in the Belfast
Brigade.

TOMAN, Eugene (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my
brother Eugene Toman. Always re-
membered by his brother Hugh, sister-
in-law Meena and family.

TOMAN, Eugene (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Eugene
Toman. Always remembered and sadly
missed by Eleanor, Jonathan and David.

CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the family and friends of Tommy
Casey. I measc laochra na nGael go
raibh sé. From Sinn Féin Ard
Chombhairle.

CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the family and friends of Tommy
Casey.who died on October 26th. From
all the stafl of An Phoblacht/Republi-
can News.

CASEY. Omagh Comhairle Ceantair
Sinn Féin extends sincere sympathy to
the family of Tommy Casey, who was
killed by a British death squad on Friday,
October 26th 1990. I measc laochra na
nGael go raibh a anam uasal.

CASEY. The Eoin MacNamee Sinn
Féin Cumann expresses decpest sym-
pathy to the family of our friend and
comrade Tommy. His absence will be
felt by all. He was a tireless worker for
the cause of Irish freedom. May he rest
in peace.

CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the family of Tommy Casey, who was
killed by loyalists on Friday, October
26th. Tommy was an outstanding Sinn
Féin worker for whom no task was too
big or o small. Always remombered
by Barra Mac Giolla Dhuibh and Péilin
Ni Cheallaigh.

CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the wife and family of Tommy Casey,
who gave his life for the cause of free-
dom, justice and peace in Ircland. Al-
ways remembered by the members of
the Frank Ward Sinn Féin Cumann,
Carrickmore/Cregan.
CASEY. The Colm Meenan Sinn Féin
Cumann, Cookstown, remembers with
pride Tommy Casey. We sympathise
with Kathleen and her family on their
great loss.
CASEY. Cookstawn Comhairle Cean-
tair Sinn Féin extends deepest sympa-
thy to Tommy’s wife Kathleen and her
family on their great loss. Your loss is
our loss too. Nf fheicimid a leithéid arfs.
CASEY. The Sedn Larkin Sinn Féin
Cumann, Ballinderry/Loup, extends
deepest sympathy to the family of Tom-
my Casey. They may kill the revolution-
ary but never the revolution.
CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to Kathleen, wife of Tommy, and their
sons and daughters. Tommy's death
represents a great loss for Sinn Féin in
Tyrone. The prisoners have lost a true
friend. Never forgotten by his friends
d colleague Councillor Sedn Begley
CASEY. Sincere condolences to the wife
and family of Tommy Casey, a willing

and enthusiastic helper in every way.
Always remembered by Sedn, Deirdre
and family.

CASEY. In proud and loving memory of
Tommy Casey, who was murdered by the
British hounds of hell. Deepest sympathy
is extended to his wife Kathleen and fam-
ily circle. The falcon of wood has flown
and we are left alone. The lion of the rock
is now sleeping, sleep that wakes not for
our weeping. But the unborn shall dwell
in the house that he shaped in his heart.
Always remembered with pride by Ter-
ence Neeson.

CASEY. In loving memory of Tommy
Casey. Deepest sympathy to his wife
Kathleen and family. Tiocfaidh 4r 4.
“rom Brendan Neeson (Long Kesh).
CASEY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to Kathleen and the entire Casey fami-
ly on the tragic loss of Thomas. From
John, Cora and the Neeson family.
CASEY. Decpest sympathy to Kathleen
Casey and family on the death of Tom-
my (murdered by agents of the British
crown). From all his friends and com-
rades in Dundalk.

RADFORD. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Brendan and Edwina, David,
Mrs Radford and family on the recent
death of Tommy Radford. From Daithi
and Laura.

RADFORD. Sincere sympathy is ex-
tended to Brendan Radford and the en-
tire Radford family on the recent death
of his father Tommy. From Dublin
North-East Sinn Féin.

r6é on November
Mgy 'y 72 o him. Birthday
Token po, > EBYEN We send, from
With t:‘“’”u’ that will never mend.
low, thg 0 10 OUT eyes we whigper

you ygr, 12 Birthday, Robert, we miss

o ymviud u_nrd sadly missed al-
8 wife Ci i
"Iu«h'en Dundnll‘(‘ AR

McCAUGHEY. The Father, Mothe
ter, brother, fiancee and family circle of
Vol Martin McCaughey wish to extend
our heartfelt thanks to all those who

sympathised with us in our recent sad
and tragic bereavement. j
We wish to thank all of our friends

and neighbours in addition W Martin's
comrades who called at and lent assis
tance in our home(s). We thank every
one who attended th_u morgue at
Craigavon, despite difficult circum

B epecial word of thanks Lo the
many who sent Mass or sympathy
Cards, also the floral tributes Taid on be
hall of the Tyrone Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann; the Tyrone Num’mul Graves

Buiochas

Martyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; the Sca
mus Woods Sinn n Cumann; Clan na
nGael, New York; the Jim Lynagh Sinn

Féin Cumann, Clogher; the Fergal
O'Hanlon/Martin Hurson Sinn Féin
Cumann, Galbally; Colm McKearney
and Corrigan, RSF, Armugh
Tyrone Sinn Féin Comhairle
Gulbally Pearses GFC,

utes from friends locally and in Ameri-
ca

" Extended thanks also to the many
people who sent lettors of condolence.
We find of from re-

Association; Tyrone PDF;

publican POWs incarcerated in lrish
and English jails cspecially consoling.

We wish also to extend gratitude for
the kind attention and words of comfort
and genuine compassion from priests
and clergy, in particular Canon Ward
PP, Fr P McGuckian CC, Fr L Trainor,
Fr R Murray, Fr K Donaghy, Fr P
Campbell, Fr P McParland, Fr P Mc-
Peake and Fr J McVeigh,

We wish to thank the Republican
Movement for their efficient handling of
the funeral ar in co-opera-

McAleer. We acknowledge and pay trib-
ute to Martin's comrades in Oglaigh na
hEireann whose final salute and gener-
al help allowed us to bury Martin in a
most fitting and dignified manner. We
also wish to thank the Sinn Féin offi-
cials and the stall of AP/RN.

A special work of thanks to the
Grew family who helped us share our
grief. As it would be impossible to
thank each one individually, we trust
that this acknowledgement will be ac-
cepted by all as a token of our sincere
appreciation.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will
be offered for the intentions of all.

The McCaughey family, Alt-

lashant LTI of Cl dd

tion with the funeral director Massie

Carrickmore and Galbally.




{7 L TR B g et b e e ST i et i A "ﬁ

Leathanach 16 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, November 8th, 1990

&

#

—

THE IRONY has probably totally escaped at that point and his sprint for the gate s reported to have
the 26-County establishment, but if the beenwellworththe P"cw;' in:,ance- :
s Dt vOret ‘and DESSIGEINS FIANNA FAIL held a massive pre-election rally for Brian
is handed over next week, it seems that he

Lenihan on Sunday night last to whip up the grass roots
will be flown to Britain from the Roger intoalast-ditch frenzy of canvassing.

Casement Aerodrome in Baldonnell. While Lenihan’s devotees paid hamaqe in§ide, D?ssie
Ellis has proudly and courageously lived up to the ide-  Ellis’ suppone.rs outsideﬂlhe.Na(ionaI vStaduum 1’:1 Dubhn"al‘; Irishm.
als for which Casement gave his life in 1316 but, given his tempted to prick the of the

THE FLYING CO yMN <

Brits from two units of the Royal Military Police in the Six
Counties. %
27T

TABLOID'S RACIST SLUR . :

“Drunken Paddy in air scare”, chortles the Daily Mirro,
in a ‘light’ filler of an article on October 30th last.

The story concerns an incident involving a drunken
Irishman who managed to get aboard a passenger plane at

i i ition, it i: i i diers by distributing leaflets as
extradition, it is patently clear that the same ~ republican party's footsoldiers ’ ng
LT:i:S'Cg said for those w‘;m now run the 26-County the heads arrived and by chanting anti-extradition slc{gans‘
statelet. A two-storey big screen erected on the South Circular
X HHH Road outside showed giant pictures of Lenihan on the
: '« Dailv M . box- campaign trail and the gathering of the clar!s inslde_ the
il:,:E:S:‘L?n?;:%:rg?":x;%r:'r“::eazt’i‘:f‘:: :ﬁ; Stadium which should give any passing children night-
der of his former manager Frank Warren, heard from the ~Mares for weeks to come.

The ranks of the unchosen outside were next treated to
defence lawyer lhat_Warrep WoUkthavs beeniaidoadiman the strains of the Guinness Jazz Band, loudly relayed
if Marsh had been his assailant. through speakers

Marsh's defending })arristertoldthg ccurtthi( hxs”cllent ; The highlight of the official entertainment, however,
had beenf.cracksh.o( i the_ Royal Marines and had “come was when the band launched into a spirited rendition of
under fire" in the Six Counties. . 5 the appropriately named tune: “It's a sin to tell a lie.”

“There would have been no mess, no excitement, no kot
fumbling if a trained Mlgrine had_ddone this. There :vuu!: NO VOTE FOR AUSTIN
hfwe been no wasted Ive cartridgelat the scane,  sai Austin Currie, the man who accepted the Blueshirts’ in-
Richard Ferguson, defending.

. ISR L 2 H . Vitation to run for the cushy Lark in the Park posting, is

"We would have had Marines training with two rapid proving to be less of a dab hand at pulling in the votes
S i) ;c:’llowed by a third into the body prostrate on the than even his failed political career in the Six Counties
ground.

5 would lead one to believe.

Marsh was cleared on Wednesday. No doubt his de- The man who has memorised four street-names in
fending counsel’s remarks will be of interest to the relatives Dublin West since his initial embarrassing entry into the
of shoot-to-kill victims in the Six Counties. Southern political arena, hasn't got a vote in the presiden-

[aTaYo)

tial election.
THE FLYING COLUMN notes the death of Sir David Stirling Apparently this great man of Demacracy, a founder-
(74), the founder of the SAS in 1942. Stirling was a right-  member of the Stoop Down Low Party (SDLP), neglected to
wing bigot whom Winston Churchill once described as

put his name on the 26-County register of electors.
“the mildest-mannered man who ever scuttled a ship or No doubt the voters will have forgotten his name as well.
cut a throat”.

B
=72y ) SERGEANT PARASITE STEALS FROM HIS OWN

MARY ROBINSON and Proinsias de Rossa did a spot of A Brit NCO and paymaster has been questioned by the
canvassing at the RDS in Dublin before the Shamrock army’s Special Investigation Branch after £20,000 in wage
Rovers/Dundalk League of Ireland match on Sunday last.  money went missing.

They strolled around among the crowd pumping the flesh The parasitic Brit, a sergeant in the Royal Army Pay
until they reached the Anglesea Stand, where the chant Corps, gave himself up two days after withdrawing over
was “There’s Only One Dessie Ellis”. £5,000 from a bank account, but accountants are searching

Although the match itself was a disappointing 0-0 draw,  for another missing £20,000.
the thoroughly disgusted look on Frank the Big Stick's puss The funds were meant to be used to pay the wages of

Airport only a week after a review of security
was ordered at the airport. Rather than concentrate on the
security implications of the story, the paper indulges in 3
spot of ‘Paddybashing’, saying that the unertlployed navvy,
named only as Patrick, “after missing a flight to Dublin,
STUMBLED through a service door, LURCHED across a ‘re-
stricted’ zone and STAGGERED up the steps into a Boeing
737. He was snoozing when cleaners found him.”

D 1i rt s i q d
I think he’s a bit too quick to condemn one side. To me he’s
very British. — Astute comment of an Armagh passar-by inter-

viewed by RTE following the announcement of Cahal Daly’s
appointment as Catholic primate of all-Ireland.

(oo o]
I can only conclude that the Holy Spirit was either sleeping
or on holidays when they made the appointment to the See of
Armagh.— Fr Pat Buckley.

[eee]

If Danny’s appeal had gone ahead as planned and if he got
free — which he should be — then the papers on Dessie Ellis
wouldn’t be worth the paper they were written on. — Margaret
McN: , sister-in-law of Danny McN. , on the reason for
the latest postponement of Danny’s appeal from November
12th until December 17th.

; 000

It's the natural enthusiasm of the people. It's an example of
the friendship established between the people and myself over
the years. — Brian Lenihan after his hurried retreat into the
GPO as Dessie Ellis supporters disrupted his ‘walkabout’ in
Dublin’s city-centre on Thursday, November 1st.

A few elbows in the neck would work wonders. — A Garda
in O'Connell Street as Brian Lenihan was confronted and vo-
ciferously lobbied by Dessie Ellis supporters.

000

How can they even contemplate handing Irish people over
to a jurisdiction which literally tortures people? — Breda

ANNUAL EDENTUBBER MARTYRS

COMMEMORATION
2pm Sun 11th Nov
Assemble: BORDER INN

(DUBLIN-BELFAST ROAD)
Main Speaker: Francie Molloy

by AN

BLICAN NEW 8 Pamell

quare, Dublin 1. Tel: 733611/733839, Fax 733074: and 51/55 Falls Road, Belfast. Tel: 246841, Fax 231723

Power, daughter of Billy Power of the Birmingham Six, on
Thursday, November 1st.
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The 1987 Extradition Act is based on the European
C ion on the Suppression of Terrorism. It cannot have
escaped Ellis’ attention that a dozen signatories of that con-
vention entered reservations which set out offences they re-
garded as political, or that eight states which signed the con-
vention refuse to extradite their own citizens. — The Sunday
Business Post, November 4th.
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At the Anglesea Stand, where the crowd was much bigger,
the chants began. “We want Brian, We want Brian,” they
roared. “One Dessie Ellis, there's only one Dessie Ellis,” came
thundering down from the upper stand. Mary walked up and
down the terrace steps, a little uncertain, as the comments
rained down. — Miriam Lord in the Irish Independent, report-
ing from the campaign trail at the RDS, new home of
Shamrock Rovers, on Monday, November 5th.

The transfer deal between the extreme right of Fine Gael
and the extreme ri

ight of the Workers® Party. — Seamus
Brennan, Fianna Fail tourism and transport minister, referring
to the voting deal batween Austin Currie and Mary Robinson
on RTE's News at Ona, Monday, November 5th,
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— I don't think there is even four people inside
uld be called socialist. — Fine Gael’s Michael
on the Pat Kenny Show, Monday, November 5th.
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If the British government js
ed charge of ties to paramilita
for withdrawing that organisa
down the RUC and the UDR
mented ties to Protestant P
Mayor of Boston.

to use the absolutely unfound-
Ty organisations as the reason
tion's funds, it should have shut
years ago, given their fully-docu-
aramilitaries. — Raymond Flynn,
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Sometimes | don't object when I'm misquoted because it
sounds so much better than what | said. And, of course, you
generally deny something when you really know you shouldn't
have said it. — Sir Peter Imbert in the Sunday Express
Magazine. Readers might be interested to know that Peter is
reported to be getting over his recent heart attack. 3
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