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@ Young nationalists protest at crown force involvement in loyalist murders

Challenge
collusion

N SPITE of the heightened onslaught by loyalist death

squads, nationalists were on the streets again last week-
end to assert their right to campaign peacefully for political
change.

In Belfast, they returned to the scene of Sedn Hughes’ murder,
to highlight the collusion of the British crown forces with the loy-
alist death squads.

In Bellaghy, County Derry, they marched through the streets
of a predominantly nationalist town, barred to nationalist
marchers for over 20 years. — See pages 3 and 5.

CALL FOR REAL
TALKS BOOSTED

HE CALL FOR a real peace pro-
cess, involving dialogue between
all parties, was boosted with the visit
of the Americans for a New Irish
Agenda to Ireland last week. Unlike
the British government, the Dublin
government and the unionists, the
US delegation was prepared to meet
all parties, including Sinn Féin. DUP
bigots refused to meet the delegation.
Commenting on the London/ Dublin
intergovernmental conference meeting
last week, which attempted to start a
rehash of the failed Stormont talks, Sinn
Féin Vice President Pat Doherty said:

“Clearly the British and Dublin gov-
ernments have found no real basis for the
renewal of the failed talks.

“Instead of continuing the travesty of
the Brooke/Mayhew talks merry-go-
round, the Dublin government should
adopt its own Irish agenda for a real
peace process. This should mobilise
national and international goodwill for
peace in Ireland and face the British gov-
ernment with the demand that it states its
intention to end partition.” — See pages 3
and 6/7.

® Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams with former US Congress member Bruce Morrison




NIO shaken by Stormon

\YELVE RUC/BRITISH ARMY BARRACKS across Belfast
city were targeted by Volunteers last Friday evening, 10

September. In a coordinated operation, commandeered vehicles

\?'ilh hoax devices on board were left outside the heavily forti-
fied bases by IRA Volunteers. All attacks began exactly one

minute after midnight.
The British bases targeted
included York Road, Grosvenor

Volunteers of Belfast Brigade, Oglaig|
mont Hotel and injured an KUC member

Road, Springfield Road, New
Bamsley, Antrim Road, Tennent

h na hfireann, laur

Street, and Dunmurry Bnrracksu. 5
As the increasingly ncrfvom
British patrols emerged rI(}){A
some of the mrgclcd bas.cs, o
Volunteers were lying in watxh
with automatic rifles. In Nnr
Belfast, as two armoured porso}n-
nel carriers emerged from the

ks, Volun-
s Oldpark Barracks,
(iilcjrs opened up firing a total of
unds. ]
= X)round the same time, sever-
al miles away in West Belfast,
another TRA unit opened up,

directing 35 rounds into a forti-

fied obscrvation post in Wood-

bourne Barracks.
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m STORMONT
HOTEL BOMBED ;

The Belfast Brigade s:nd
that following an earlier
bomb attack at the Stormont
Hotel six weeks ago, when a
British army technical un}t
defused a 1,0001b bomb, their
Volunteers returned last Sun-
day evening and parke‘d
another huge bomb. Thx.s
time, the British army unit
failed to defuse the 3001b
device. ’

The hotel, which is situat-
ed opposite the seat of
British rule in the Six Coun-
ties at Stormont Castle, was
badly damaged when the
bomb exploded shortly after
1lam on Monday morning.
The Northern Ireland Office
building was shaken by the
force of the blast, which was
heard over five miles away.

The Belfast Brigade said
that their Volunteers had
been keeping the hotel under
observation for a consider-
able time and had watched
as more security cameras
were installed around the
building. The movements of
crown forces' personnel and
British government officials
using the hotel were also not-

Using up-to-date informa-
tion, the bombing operation
was launched. The 3001b of
explosives were placed in a
white Renault 21 and driven
to the car park of the Stor-
mont Hotel.

A warning was then given
about the bomb’s location.
When the bomb exploded,
one RUC member was hit in
the back by a piece of the car
and seriously injured.

B STRABANE
J HOTEL DAMAGED
mage to the Slo: In Strabane, County

Tyrone, the IRA targeted

commercial pm;m
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evening. The hote] nTu%
the Hastings group owﬂedb;
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In a statement w
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B BELEEK BANK AND
HOTEL TARGETED

The IRA’s West Fermanag
Brigade targeted the Northen
Bank and the Carlton Hoteliz
the village of Beleek, the most
westerly town in the occupiel
Six Counties.

The IRA statement said thai2
number of active service i
moved into the town on T
day evening, armed with 24
matic weapons and twg»larse
explosive devices. Cover®§ &
engineering units wer arme
Volunteers, ensuring n0
ity of interference Ir
British military garmset in
town. .

After warnings Wer® 155‘_‘;
and the area cleared; He%
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Carlton Hotel which cor
601b of explosives-
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Bomb at North Belfast Sinn Féin office

LOYALIST BOMB WAS PLANTED at !h‘e door of Sinn
Féin’s Ardoyne centre on Wednesday, 15 September. Less

than 24 hours previously,
building.

At 2.30pm on Tuesday, 14 Septem-
ber, an RUC Landrover pulled up
outside the centre on Brompton
Park and a plainclothes RUC
member got out and took pho-
tographs of the building.

It was at about 10.30am .the
next day that the no-warning
bomb was discovered.

The bomb, consisting of explo-
sives, a mechanical timing device
and detonator, was left without
warning at the front of the unoccu-
pied centre.

At least one woman, dropping
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an RUC patrol had photographed the

in letters and newspapers for her
son in Long Kesh, unwittingly
walked past the bomb which was
spotted by a taxi driver, who
informed a member of Sinn Féin,
The bomb, which failed to
explode, was later defused.

The RUC had been informed of
the attack, but failed to respond
immediately. It took the crown
forces 30 minutes to come to the
centre.

Local Sinn Féin Councillor Bobby
Lavery described the bomb attack as
“a _gelib)cl_’d,‘e atlcmpl\al mass mur-

VW

der. Only the vigilance of local
ple and good luck ensured tha‘t)clz
one was injured,” he said,

Lavery went on to sa
local man had been sittin);; til;‘\ahii
car at Brompton Park, when a man
and woman, driving a blue Ford
Sierra car, approached him askin,
what time the centre opened lgt
was shortly after this that t.he
bo%b was discovered,

ommenting on the sinj

overtones of RUC activity, hg:;:
before the attack, Lavery chal-
lenged the RUC to explain why its
members were Photographing the
advice centre, Lavery also
:;!\vcaled that after photographing

€ centre, the same RUC Ppatrol
moved on to Photograph the

9k
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homes of several Sinn Féin mem-
bers. He continued:

“Given the fact that thou-
saimjs of ‘security” files, con-
taining information, including
photographs, have been passed
on to loyalist death squads, it is
Imperative that the RUC
cxpllam their actions. In view of
the increase in the number of
loyalist killings and the recent
attacks on the Ardoyne and
New Lodge Sinn Féin advice
centres, this latest development
IS very sinister in the extreme. 1
challenge the RUC to state
g(:i{: it l»\vas doing and to
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An PhobIaChl/RepubIIcan News

News

HE REPUBLICAN CALL for all-inclusive dialogue was
boosted when community and campaign groups welcomed
American group, For a New Trish Agenda, last Thursday after-
noon, 9 September, in the Sedn MacBride Centre at Conway Mill

in Belfast,

The US group, headed by Bruce
Morrison, a prominent Democratic
Party member who will be report-
ing back the result of a busy week
of meetings with political partics
to US President Bill Clinton, was
warmly welcomed by Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams and Ard
Chomh4irle member Martin
McGuinness, who then introduced
members of the US group to all
those assembled.

Earlier in the afternoon, various
community groups began arriving
at the mill, bringing a varicty of
information packs detailing most
of the present campaigns outlining
the reality of British misrule in the
Six Counties.

As they waited for their guests
to arrive, a group of nine tradition-
al musicians kept feet tapping
with jigs, reels and polkas. Young
Irish dancers nervously practiced
their steps, gaining encourage-
ment from the growing numbers,
some of whom gave brief displays,
proving to the younger dancers
that they had not forgotten diffi-
cult steps learnt long ago.

A cross section of community
groups was represented at the
meeting, including the Ballymur-
phy-based Voice of the Innocent,
the United Campaign Against
Plastic Bullets, the Casement
Accused campaign, members from
the Pat Finucane Human Rights
Centre in Derry, the Falls Wom-
en's Centre, Ardoyne Women'’s
Centre, Stop the Strip-Search
Committee, Relzatives for Justice,

2 5
® Recently released POW from Maghaberry Jail, Carol Ni Chuilfn meets former US Congress member Bruce

Morrison at Conway Mill

the Lower Ormeau Road Action
Group, the Transfer of Irish POWs
Committee, the Equality group,
Springhill Education centre and
relatives and victims of recent loy-
alist death squad attacks on homes
and families.

Despite the seriousness of the
various campaign groups, a calm
and steady determination was pre-
sent on the faces of those who
have directly suffered the conse-
quences of British government
npprossmn.

Sinn Féin Councillors Bobby
Lavery, Annie Armstrong and
Alex Maskey explained to the US
delegation their experiences of
how their families and homes
have been attacked recently by
British armed loyalist death
squads, acting in collusion with
British forces. Gerard McGuigan,
whose home was attacked on at
least three occasions with auto-
matic rifle fire and grenades, also
took time out to share common
experiences with his party col-
leagues.

As is unfortunately all too usu-
al in this part of the world, the
large crowd of press photogra-
phers, newshounds and TV cam-
era crews largely ignored this
golden opportunity to highlight
the harsh reality of the British gov-
ernment’s regime in the Six Coun-
ties.

A flurry of movement signalled
the arrival of the US delegation
with Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams. The informality of the

@ Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams and Ard Comhdirle member Martin McGui
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US delegation calls for inclusive dialogue

lcome the US delegation to

Conway Mill last Thursday evening in what was described as an informal meeting

introductions were reported to be
in marked contrast with the US
delegation’s earlier meetings with
the Official Unionist Party and
British Direct Ruler Patrick May-
hew. Earlier on Thursday, the del-
egation had a meeting with SDLP
leader John Hume in Derry.
Speaking about the Adams/
Hume talks, Morrison said in
Belfast that he thought they were
very important, describing them
as “a route to a new beginning”.

h

Ian Paisley’s DUP typically
refused to meet the delegation.

Summing up the general feel-
ing in the hall was one elderly
West Belfast woman, who
observed as the delegation broke
up to meet people individually:
“That’s the main difference
between us and the British. The
people here today have their say
and are not afraid of open ques-
tions and scrutiny of what exactly
is going on here”.

Responding to the nationalist
community’s warm welcome,
Bruce Morrison thanked everyone
present for taking time to meet
with his group. He continued by
saying the visit was a mission to
listen not to lecture.

““There is a peaceful road and
we want to be part of that peaceful
road,” said Mr Morrison, stressing
that the ending of violence will
take more than just ritualistic
denunciation of violence.

Explaining that “there are 40
million Irish-Americans who care
about what is happening in the
North of Ireland”’, Morrison also
explained that President Clinton’s
original reference to a peace envoy
was not simply a matter of politics
but a matter of concern for people
and he believed that any decision
by the president on this issue,
would be based on the same prin-
ciple.

Asked by reporters if he would
be asking Gerry Adams to call on

the IRA to declare a cease-fire,
Morrison said that was not the
purpose of his visit, that the IRA
“was not the only player in the
conflict” and that the delegation
wanted to see an end to all vio-
lence. “I don’t make operational
recommendations, but I have said
I want to see the end of violence,
and the end of violence comes
from people laying down their
guns,” said Morrison.

erry Adams expressed the

desire within the nationalist
community for a real and lasting
peace when he told the US visitors
that: “We want peace. Most of the
people of the Six Counties — cer-
tainly the people we represent —
want peace, and we want justice.”

This theme continued as the US
delegation and Sinn Féin party
officials sat down to continue their
discussions. The Sinn Féin presi-
dent released a statement saying
that the discussions had included
a contribution from his party giv-
ing an analysis of the conflict in
the Six Counties which included
the document, Towards a Lasting
Peace.

“International opinion,”” said
Adams “particularly in an interna-
tional climate of active conflict res-
olution, can do much to assist in
the development of a process of
national reconciliation and eco-
nomic regeneration. We welcome
today’s meeting as part of that
process.”

Family home bombed by loyalists

bomb attack on their home last week. The attack came amid

Q' BELFAST FAMILY narrowly escaped injury in a loyalist

media spcculalion of a possible loyalist bombing campaign in the
26 Counties and during a two-week period in which four nation-
alists were murdered in Belfast by loyalist death squads.

The family were asleep in the early
hours of Thursday, 9 September,
when a pipe bomb was thrown at
the bedroom window of their
Farnham Street home, off the
Ormeau Road in South Belfast.
The device, which is believed to

have contained 150 grams of
explosives, bounced off a brick
wall and landed in the front gar-
den. The device exploded, shower-
ing the street with shrapnel and
shattering front windows of the
house and next door.

The couple's two young sons
and twin baby daughters were in
an upstairs bedroom at the time of
the attack. They were all scream-
ing and had to be brought down-
stairs to calm them down.

“I don’t mind if they attack
me, as a republican, but I think
really, you have to draw the
line at putting families and
children in the line of fire,”
said the father of the family. He
hoped the terrified children

would not be permanently
effected by their ordeal.

Less than 12 hours earlier,
another nationalist had a narrow
escape when he grappled with his
would-be killer. The 25-year-old
motor mechanic was working at a
garage on Dunamore Road near
Cookstown, County Tyrone, when
he was approached by a masked
assailant, armed with a handgun.

The young nationalist grabbed
the assassin’s wrist, forcing down

the point of the gun. During the
subsequent struggle, a round was
discharged, grazing the victim’s
finger. A second assailant got out
of a waiting car and shouted
“shoot the bastard” as the victim
overpowered the assassin, bang-
ing his head off the floor several
times before fleeing on foot.

The would-be assassins ran to a
waiting red Triumph Acclaim car,
registration number VIA 1729,
which was later found burnt out less
than a mile away. The attack took
place a mile from where plumber
Martin McNamee was killed by a
UVF booby trap bomb last January..
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workers in struggle...workers in struggle..

Government holds health wor

M BY ART Mac EOIN

VER 3,000 health board workers throughout the 26 Counties
went on strike from Tuesday, 14 September, in support of

350 dental surgery assistants, who are

secking payment of a ten

per cent award made back in May 1992,

The Dublin government mean-
while is holding the health work-
©rs to ransom, saying that it won't
give the pay award due until it
gets a commitment from the union
that there will be no so-called
“knock-on” effect in the public
sector.

IMPACT has said it could not
start seeking assurances from oth-
er unions. The government was
well aware that the arbitration
award was totally different from
anything else in the public sector
and had been outstanding for a
long time.

Services disrupted by the dis-
pute will include community
work, social work, clerical and
administrative work, and the envi-
ronmental health, psychology,
occupational therapy, physiother-
apy and public nursing sectors.

IMPACT General Secretary Phil
Flynn has warned that the entire
health board membership of the
union, which amounts to 7,000

]
13§

workers, would strike by Thurs-
day.

IMPACT has asked SIPTU
members in the health boards not
to carry out work normally done
by IMPACT members during the
dispute.

Some health centres may close
down during the dispute and
many will deal only with emer-
gencies.

Sinn Féin Dublin City Council-
lor Christy Burke, many of whose
constituents are likely to be affect-
ed by the dispute, has called on
the government to honour the
arbitration award.

Councillor Burke said: “The
government, by refusing to hon-
our the ten per cent pay agree-
ment which was negotiated 18
months ago, has ensured the
inevitability of this strike. The dis-
pute has now escalated and will
directly effect thousands of people
who depend on the services now
hit by the strike. It should be
¥
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If you have a story at your workplace,

Big rise in emigration

CCORDING TO THE 26-County Central Statistics Office,
emigration figures are expected to show a substantial rise

» published next monlh: So far this year, there has
:C};inat:?;t?r:a&d rise of 8,000 and it is expected that this will
reach 20,000 by the end of the year.

Reacting to the latest Iigurc?‘:
Liam O Cuinneagdin ofjklx:cl‘:'imon
i h an

ation Researc A
é:oup said: ““Once again ::ll:
emigrants are Jetting the 5(;\;“8
ment off the hook by e
instrumental in reducn_r}gis e

.nt figures.

employment A
(‘jcl~‘cur5ng without a rccxl;‘):x(\rcm
response from the gover

in giving them the right to vote
in Irish elections,

“The Labour Party in opposi-
tion attempted a private members
bill to allow voting rights, It has
been included in the Programme
for Government, yet nothing is
happcmng.

“’Furthermore, a senior Fianna
F4il minister has suggested that a

remembered that dental surg:rk)j
assistants are among the Inwtl“h
paid workers within the hea
boards.
lm"r%i‘hv government has h!ahi
ample time to properly ensure i
implementation of the agreem ;
and should have conslruc‘uvc.y
worked to avoid the cscal:a,nng sit-

ation we have at present.”
\m%'hn Irish National Organisation
of the Unemployed (INOU) has
called on the Department of
Health to make immediate emer-
gency arrangements to cnsv_Jm th:ft
unemployed people or their fami-
lies are not left in need or home-
less, because of the dispute.

“This strike came as no sur-
prise to anyone,” said Mary Mur-
phy, welfare rights worker w".h
the INOU, “yet we have found it
difficult to believe that postgl
arrangements have not been put in
place to cover rent and mortgage
allowances”, she said.

NEW ROSS COUNCILLOR
THREATENED DRIVER

In the latest development in the
struggle for union recognition at
the New Ross haulage company
Nolan Transport, the company

let us know.
Phone 8733611/8733839.

possible mechanism woulq be to
ask emigrants for a levy in ord
that they could vote
anathema to the de
cess and an insult to
forced abroad anny
of work,

“Emigration Research ang
Action call on the government to
fulfill its obligations to emigrants
by implementing, as Promised in
the Programme for Government
plans to give voting rights to
Irish citizens abroad and place j¢
0111 she forthcuming Ddil sched-
ule."

or
here, This js
mocratic pro-
the thousands
ally in search

‘workers in s

Get in contact w

An Phoblat:hf/l?epug,,,c any, H
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ames Nolan and three s:‘)bs,
11 as three striking workers,
i lnd to the peace for two

boss |
as well
were bou
ears

y The cou
threatening

rt was told that

phone calls were
made to workers and wcaponj
‘u(ch as a mallet, an iron bar. an
.a stake were used l:iy :Cﬂ::jl}?i:;

! intimidate s
attempt to In 3 4
workcrr)s picketing the New Ross

lant. ; A
P‘Jamcs Dwyer, a Fianna Fail
New Ross Urban Counc:llor' who
organised an anti-union barricade
of New Ross Bridge, was boun'd to
the peace for two years for v‘vrcld-
ing a mallet and threatening a
Welsh driver, telling him to leave
the country.

Six drivers at Nolans have been

on strike since February, when

management sacked two drivers

who they believed were leading a
union membership drive. .

Originally, 35 of the 55 drivers
applied to join SIPTU. chever,(a
number resigned their membership
following threats from management
that they would close the company
down.

Drivers at Nolans are paid £2 to
£2.50 an hour with no sick pay, no
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truggle...workers in struggle.

kers to ransop

pension scheme, N0 Oyer:
and no meal all()wanms T

For a number of Wlﬂek
dock workers in Dub; o s oy,
Diin Laoghaire have r, forka"d'
handle trucks from ”T Useq
Transport fleet, e N

JOBS GO AT
SHANNON AND NAag

Management o4 De p
industrial diamond Plant & eorg
non announced on Weg Shan,
September that jt Was Seek'ay' 15
cut 106 jobs gt

The South Africa
al currently emplg
workers at Shanpnor{;:;ei: 8‘00
largest employer in the arey i

Workers say they U"de'rsta
the firm wants to lay off 40 sh“
floor workers and about 44 mid;]P
and senior Mmanagement 6xec;
tives.

Meanwhile Donnel]y Mirropg
which makes mirrors for the
motor industry is to lay off 59
the 310 workers at its Naas plant,

A three-day week is to be intro-
duced for the rest of the Pproduc-
tion staff from 27 September,

SIPTU MAKES DEMANDS
ON RENEWAL OF PESp

SIPTU has declared that the
Dublin government must remoye
the one per cent income levy and
reverse the social welfare cuts if t
wants to continue the so-called
““social partnership” deal.

The union’s latest position,
decided at an executive eeting
on Monday, 13 September, comes
ahead of the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions’ (ICTU) special
meeting at the end of the month to
review the Programme for Eco-
nomic and Social Progress (PESP)
and decide whether to enter talks
on a new deal.

The SIPTU statement last nigl}t
said that the unemployment crisis
was unprecedented-and that take-
home pay had increased by just four
per cent between 1990 and 1993

Despite the latest statement
though, it is clear that the ?IP’TL
leadership is only too willing
enter another deal and that the Iaf-
est demands were the least It
could lay down in the face ‘;‘
mounting criticism of the.P_ESM(
low pay, increased J!‘akk; )
workers' rights and the gra u<v
emergence of a new militancy
among some workers.
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Hughes murder

points to

CROWN FORCES COLLUSION with loyalist death squads

Once again came into sharp focus, as more details emerged of
the circumstances surrounding the loyalist shooting dead of Sedn
Hughcs in West Belfast last week. A number of key questions,
Wwhich emerged in the wake of the killing, remain unanswered by
e RUC- Outlining the circumstances surrounding the loyalist
ShOO‘"}g, Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor Una Gillespie, questioned
the actions of the RUC, particularly in relation to their response

th

to the car used in the attack.

On Tuesday afternoon, 7 Septem-
ber, a loyalist death squad drove
up the Falls, at one of the busiest
times of the day and parked on the
Donegall Road at the junction of
one of the most frequently
patrolled parts of West Belfast.
Earlier that day, the RUC had
forced two drivers to move their
Vehicles after they had parked at
that part of the Donegall Road.

After the killing, RUC Chief
Superintendent McComb admitted
that this area is patrolled “"24
hours each day”. Yet two men
wearing baseball hats, dark glasses
and gloves walked calmly across
the Donegall Road. Una Gillespie
continues:

“Local people in the shops who
saw them, immediately realised
what was happening. Despite the
fact that it was clear that they had
been spotted by local people, the
two continued to walk calmly
around the corner and onto the
Falls Road. The two assailants
entered the hairdressers and car-
ried out their brutal attack.

““Witnesses say that after the
shooting, the two assassins left the
building laughing and joking.
They remained calm and uncon-
cerned at the possibility that any
RUC or British army patrol would
bein thearea.”

The two assailants walked
calmly back to their getaway car
and drove down the Donegall
Road. At this stage, local people
had already informed the RUC
about the car and had given them
a description and the vehicle’s reg-
istration number.

““It can only be assumed,” says
Gillespie, “given where the vehicle
was eventually found, that it drove
along the Westlink. On its route it
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collusion

had to pass five RUC/British army
bases which monitor traffic along
the Westlink. They are the British
army base on the top of the nurses’
home in the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Grosvenor Road Barracks, the
British army base on the top of Divis
Tower, the RUC barracks at North
Queen Street and the British army
base on top of Templar house in the
New Lodge.”

The escape route taken by the
assassins is also normally used by
large numbers of overt and covert
RUC and British army vehicles, pre-
sumably all of which are in radio
contact. According to people inter-
viewed by Sinn Féin, in the follow-
up operation no RUC checkpoints
were established outside of West
Belfast. Una Gillespie asked:

_»e ¥

its patrols and bases giving details
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DEATH SQUADS

@ Nationalist fears continue in the light of crown force collusion with loyalist

murder gangs

“First, did the RUC hold per-
sonal details of Sedn Hughes on
file? Second, will the RUC confirm
that it received details of the car
immediately the attack occurred?
Did the RUC act on that informa-
tion by putting out an alert to all

TONDAAD

® Local people protest at crown force involvement in loyalist killings at the scene of the most recent murder

Dy ycrim oF

of the vehicle? Why were no
checkpoints established outside
the West Belfast arca? What is the
history of the weapons used in the
attack?”” Councillor Gillespie con-
cluded:

“There can be little doubt that
this brutal murder was carried out

= iy A

by loyalists in the mistaken belief,
from erroneous details contained
in RUC files, that Sedn Hughes
was a republican. It is also evident
that his killers had details of patrol
patterns, overt and covert, in the
immediate area and along their
escape route. Whether collusion
does or does not exist at the high-
est levels, it is clear that at the very
least there was an abundance of
incompetence in the RUC’s reac-
tion to this killing.”

eanwhile, three nationalist

families in North Belfast are
to flee their homes after being
informed by the RUC that confi-
dential files, which identified their
homes, were in the hands of loyal-
ist death squads. The residents
were told by the RUC that they
were believed to be “in imminent
danger” of a loyalist attack on
their homes.

The householders contacted
by the RUC were not the people
named in the missing files,
which are believed to relate to
previous tenants. Two of the
homes are now occupied by
lone-parent families and the
third by a single man. Residents
said that they are too afraid to
stay in their homes and are seek-
ing alternative accommodation
as quickly as possible.

Commenting on the incident,
local Sinn Féin Councillor Paddy
McManus pointed out that in the
past 24 years more than a third of
all sectarian killings by loyalists
had taken place in the North
Belfast area. He continued:

“During the Stevens’ Inquiry, it
was revealed that a staggering
3,000 files on nationalists were in
the hands of loyalist organisations.
Given the number of people still
being told by the RUC that their
files have gone missing, it would
appear that loyalist death squads
are in possession of them as a mat-
ter of routine.”

As the loyalist campaign of sec-
tarian terror intensifies and
nationalist fears of crown forces
collusion continues, residents in
the Horn Drive area of Lenadoon
have expressed their anxiety at
recent crown force activities in the
area. On two separate occa:
dark-haired man wearing civilian
clothing has been spotted by local
people photographing homes in
the area from the back of one of
two British army jeeps.

Bellaghy march — a nationalist victo

HE ORGANISERS of last Sunday’s Freedom of Movement

march in the County Derry village of Bellaghy, have hailed
the march as a great success. The historic march, the first ever to
be allowed through this predominantly nationalist town, took
place in an atmosphere of excitement and satisfaction.

Until Sunday’s march took place,
the RUC and unionist elements in
the village had dictated that Bel-
laghy would be a “no-go area” for
nationalists. The organisers congrat-
ulated the several hundred County
Derry people for turning out in such
numbers to assert their right to
march in the village and to claim
their rights as nationalists.

The march, which began at Glen-
vale, was headed by a colour party
and band and made its way through
the centre of the town before assem-
bling at Barrack Street.

Throughout, up to 40 RUC Lan-
drovers, including a large force of
DMSU personnel, shadowed the

rade. Two military spotter planes
added to the overwhelming crown
forces’ presence, while RUC check-

points blocked all roads into the
town. This RUC 'security' operation
led to long traffic tailbacks, causing
the parade’s start to be delayed by
almost an hour.

Civil rights campaigner
Bernadette McAliskey, the main
speaker at the rally, was introduced
to the enthusiastic crowd by Mar-
garet McKenna, a Sinn Féin council-
lor from South Derry.

“Things have changed now that
we can walk through the streets of
Belfast and Bellaghy,”” said
McAliskey, “but something puzzles
me. What was it all about? Why
were we stopped for 25 years from
walking down that street?

“It always seemed to me that
there was some important point in
stopping people marching through

their own towns. It was so impor-
tant, that they beat us off the street
Sunday after Sunday when we tried
to march 25 years ago.”

McAliskey went on to ask why
the British let nationalists march
now.

Answering her own question she
stated that they let nationalists
march for, ““the simple reason that
they accept they cannot stop us. It's
not that they have got any wiser or
any fairer.”

“It’s because they know that
everything they have done to us
over 25 years has changed nothing
about the political situation in this
state and changed everything about
us. It changed with Bloody Sunday,
with internment and 25 years of
struggle.”

Acknowledging the price, in suf-
fering, that people have paid and
that the aims of the struggle have
yet to be achieved McAliskey con-
tinued:

“It has been a long and a very

-hard road and many have paid a
huge price just so that we could
walk down that miserable little
street. I'm glad we've done it, but [
didn’t come this far down this road
just for that.”

The Bellaghy march is a prelude
to the march to be held in Cook-

stown on Sunday, 26 September.
The Tyrone Nationalist Rights Com-
mittee, in organising their march,
are asserting the rights of national-
ists to parade chrough the streets of
the predominantly nationalist town,
a right usually preserved for Orange
marchers on 12 July.

Leading Sinn Féin activist Martin
McGuinness will speak at the Cook-
stown rally, which will set out from
Kevin McGovern Drive in the
Greenvale Estate, an estate turned
into a militarised zone by the British
crown forces, and parade to the
Town Hall.

The Tyrone Nationalist Rights
Committee is urging as many peo-
ple as possible to support the
march’s aims of asserting the right
to freedom of movement for nation-
alists in their own town.

Sinn Féin’s Cookstown repre-
sentative Martin Conlan, com-
menting on the Cookstown march,
said: “Nationalists will take heart
at the successful turnout for the
Bellaghy march. It is an example
to everyone in the whole Mid-
Ulster area and demonstrates
what we can achieve.”
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few years has got to
repeated attempts to impo!

cans is to extend it. There is great room for improvement in sales.
There are still places in Ireland where the paper is not sold and
cannot be obtained, except by postal subscription. That is a far
from satisfactory situation. That said, there is hardly anywhere
that there are not readers of the paper, many of whom subscribe
directly.

This week, AP/RN begins a special sales promotion which asks
readers to consider also selling the paper (see page 16). We are ask-
ing our readers to extend the network of readers of which they
are part, thus extending the network of support for the republi-
can struggle. It is the weekly support of our readers and sellers,
which sustains An Phoblacht/Republican News. We are confident
that that support will not only continue but expand. That can
happen by our supporters promoting the paper wheréver and
whenever possible, finding new outlets and new readers.

Political activists need to put the promotion and sale of the
paper at the top of their agenda and to them and to all our loyal
readership everywhere, we extend our gratitude and solidarity.
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REPUBLICAN NEWS

] 1]
& Opening their eyes
THE EXTENDED Duirt Siad section on the opposite page is
devoted mainly to the latest loyalist spate of killings and

reaction to Official Unionist MP John Taylor’s apologia for that
sectarian campaign.

The tones of shock and surprise emerging from establishment
political and media circles in the 26 Counties, at the horrific
string of killings, have shown up a lack of awareness in the South
about the everyday dangers faced by Six-County nationalists,
regardless of their political beliefs.

The loyalist campaign of sectarian killings, which has been
ongoing for years, has only now been seen by politicians and
media in the 26 Counties — with a few honourable exceptions —
as a major crisis, when four people have been killed in a week.

The last body has been buried... until the next time. But the
mask of respectability, which Dublin has chosen to confer on cer-
tain unionist politicians, has slipped. This campaign is only the
latest in a long string of similar pogroms designed to reinforce
unionist hegemony and cow the Catholic community.

A week spent living with the people of North Belfast, who
have borne the brunt of the random campaign designed to instill
| fear amongst all Catholics, would teach the Dublin media an

| politicians a lot about the real situation.on.the ground.« -« -« -,
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of course, a partitionist one.
In a document which they are
preparing to circulate to the
parties to the talks, Focus ‘"',‘i
Direction, they outline {hq"
plan for a devolved admx{\ls-
tration for the Six Counties.
The talks process which they
hope to rekindle, after _two
successive collapses since
1990, still excludes the repre-
sentatives of a large section of
northern nationalists.

More scandalous again, is
the fact that the British still
pretend to be referees in that
talks process, even though
they have entered into an
“understanding’”” with the
Official Unionists at West-
minster.

The British have made it
crystal clear who they expect
to show “flexibility”’. At a
conference of the British-Irish
Association in Cambridge
last Saturday, 11 September,
Mayhew stressed that since
one of the unionist parties
(the DUP) refused to return
to the discussion table unless
the Dublin government
changed its Constitution,
amending Articles Two and
Three, was a prerequisite for
“’success”’. There was no
mention of the need for the
British side to consider
amending its claim to
sovereignty over the North.
This, the British have
stressed, is simply not up for
discussion.

While there is little chance
of inter-party talks resuming
in the near future, and even
less chance of a positive out-
come to the talks, the British
government’s motivation for
rekindling this flawed pro-
cess can only be the need to
be seen to be doing some-
thing about Ireland and the
need to be perceived as
‘peace brokers’ in this conflict
they have initiated and are
pmlunging needlessly,

It is hard to know what to

read into Albert Reynolds’
statement in the United States
that his government “would”
amend Articles Two and
Three in the context of an
overall agreement in the
North, which also addressed
the Government of Ireland
Act. Much signifigance was
attributed to his yse of the
‘word “would” rather than
l'could”v Which he had used
in previous statements,
Dublin government sourceg
denied that the osition had

Fifte Gac's John'

© PATRICK MAYHEW
Bruton claimed it had done

s0.

While not explicitly men-
tioning the issue of a US
“peace envoy’, Reynolds said
he “greatly values” US assis-
tance. This echoed recent
statements of Dick Spring, as
did Reynolds’ comment that
if talks did not resume, the
British and Dublin govern-
ments would have to work
together to search for “a new
peace formula”.

The British have described
as “unhelpful” the proposal
of a US ‘peace envoy’ which
the delegation led by former
Congress member Bruce
Morrison was arguing for in
Ireland last week. A US
‘peace envoy’ may or may
not be the best way to broker
peace talks in Ireland, but the
US delegation had at least to
its merit, that it offered to talk
to all parties in the conflict
Wwithout exception, and with-
out a preconceived solution
in mind, something which
the British, as a party to the
conflict themselves, are inca-
pable of doing,

The unionists, meanwhile,
have seen little from the
British over the past few
months which would encour-
age them to the “flexibility”
Patrick Mayhew was speak-
Ing of. The OUP has this
“u.nderskanding“ with the
British government, which
they expect to produce politi-
cal benefits for them in the
shape of a Select Committee
on Northern Ireland Affairs
at Westminster, and
Increased powers for local
government in the North,

The DUP has had its pre-
conditions for taking part in
the talks Publicly acknowl-
edged and supported by
Mayhew last week. Loyalist
dea}th Squads have escalated
their attacks on the national-
,‘StF?'{\{n}mi}x, in full view of

the crown forces which patrol”
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That is the scope of the paper, but the challenge to all republi- ;1;1}1:}32::; o proposing is, etk e thi:'w?!“f::

new evidence” to b,
RUC chief’s claim‘d(st]}:e
expressed “surprise’ fhaet
Annesley would have chosen
to make such a claim in pub.
lic.

Unionist politicians have
shown in recent weeks
that they are at one with the
loyalist death squads. Qyp
MP John Taylor described the
killing of nationalists as
“helpful”, and DUP Coungil.
lor Sammy Wilson said that
there was a “growing feeling
among Protestants” that loy-
alists were “‘taking on the
IRA”. This view had been,
until last year, publicly sup-
ported by the British govem-
ment, whose ministers went
on record to describe loyalist
violence as “‘merely reac-
tive”.

In an interview with the
Observer last Sunday, the
UDA confirmed that they
were receiving support and
tactical help from “people
who don’t belong to our
organisation”, referring to the
unionist ““middle class and
upper class”. .

There was a report at the
start of this week that the
British government has initi
ated talks with the Ulster
Democratic Party (UDP), 3
small grouping associated
with the UDA and withasin*
gle local councillor in the Six
Counties apparently to dis:
cuss the latest escalation of
loyalist attacks. This can only
confirm for northern nation*
alists, that republicans are
excluded from the talks pre-
cess, not because of the IKA;
use of arms, but becauseé ©
their views on how best ©©
secure lasting peace 1t Ire-
land. ,
The Dublin goverm‘t\e“ls
position in all this is far fro®
clear. While they have not
missed out of hand the 'dl")‘;ck
a US ‘peace envoy. ;
Spring had nothing else to =
after last week's intergoV 0
mental conference but sf’u,
bland support for the B:n
government’s  umpte arty
attempt to restart inter-p i
talks. No demand for md“:‘on
negotiations, no pressur =
the British to end their f;:aﬂ‘
support for loyalist nical
squads. The other P 123
scandal of the last qux ;
has got to be the way I ¥ g
the Dublin governmer
allowed the British t0
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Hu’;'ym;h’"mgmﬂ the outrage which would ensue if John society; people in Britain are not very interested in North-
ftmare)'c‘ e leader of the SDLP, were to make the following ern Ireland. — London Independent Six-County corre-

oA Ina perverse way the killings carried out by the
A re somdhm$ uthu-h may be helpful, because Protes-
”m‘\hnre now bcgllnnfng to appreciate more clearly the fear
% as f‘xsh‘d within the Catholic community for the last

yfnr‘s . — Sunday Business Post editorial putting
Official Unionist MP John Taylor’s sectarian
remarks in context, 12 September.

The term ‘moderate unionist’ has always been something
of an oxymoron. Yet, from time to time various unionist
politicians are love-bombed by the southern media
because they are perceived to be ‘reasonable’ or ‘decent’
or even “sensible’. This treatment has been afforded to the
“‘krs. of Ken Maginnis, the former UDR major and to
Chris McGimpsey in the recent past. Yet it scems to us
that the candid remarks of Taylor reflect more accurately
the reality of Ulster unionism today. The MP for Smmg»
ford is the real voice of Ulster unionism, articulating
most coherently the values for which his community
stands and the values which it has sought to impose
upon the Catholic community in the Six Counties since
partition. — Sunday Business Post editorial, 12
September.

Certainly, the self-confident commentary within a number
of Dublin newspapers seems to indicate that well-off south-
erners have no desire at all to assist in defending Catholic
civilians. Rather a philosophy of almost racial distrust of
Six-County Catholics is being actively promoted as a ‘rea-
sonable’ political response to the reality of what is occurring
in Belfast and other districts. The murderous rattle of the
guns used by the loyalist death squads has been accompa-
nied in recent days by polished demands from various
columnists for internment without trial, the banning of
nationalist newspapers, the suppression of nationalist polit-
ical parties and the general ostracisation of Hume and the
SDLP.

In this sordid world of intellectual treachery we are
supposed to accept as ‘decent skins’ the loyalist politi-
cians who recently paid their respects at the funeral of a
UVF bomber who died while in the act of throwing a
grenade at the police. And we are supposed to believe
that the sick people who operated a system of religious
apartheid for five decades should be given more political
power by London and Dublin. The distortion of Irish his-
tory by various ‘intellectuals’ and ‘journalists’ has been
taken to extraordinary lengths in recent times. But the
truth will come out, and the truth is that the Catholics of
Belfast have been for decades, and are now, the primary
victims of the genocide. Routinely, the economic subju-
gation of a people on religious grounds alone has devel-
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oped into outright physical onslaughts of which the
Nazis would have been proud. It is a reality which
shames us all. — Sunday Business Post editorial.

Lovalists, rearmed, reorganised, and resurgent, are sfriking
out at Catholics, any Catholic, they can kill in the streets of
Belfast and the rural byways of County Tyrone and Derry.
They smash down front doors with sledgehammers. They
kill young women as they deliver food to sick pensioners.
They kill mothers in front of their screaming children. They
hound fathers and sons to death in their own bedrooms, they
shoot ice-cream men packing up their day’s vanilla and
strawberry. They shoot beloved husbands as they lie, curled
up in bed with their wives. — Anne Cadwallader, the
Evening Press, Thursday, 9 September.

As you travel home to the safety of your home in the South
tonight, spare a thought and a prayer for the people of the
North who will lie awake, fearfully anticipating the ghastly
splintering of wood in the middle of the night which will
mean that, yes, it’s finally their turn to die. — Anne Cad-
wallader on the fear engendered by the sectarian

spondent David McKittrick.

The trend has been for loyalist violence either to be ignored,
be blamed on republicans, or said to be motiveless or non-
sectarian. At different points in the last 20 years we have
had authorities encouraging one or other of these positions.
— Liz Curtis, author of Ireland: The Propaganda War.

The loyalist onslaught has been accompanied by a whole
chorus of unionist voices explaining away the killings,
either as an understandable reaction to IRA violence or as a
direct result of the government ‘ignoring’ unionist politi-
cians or, indeed, as a consequence of Articles Two and Three
of the republic’s constitution. The list of excuses is endless.
— Andersonstown News comment, Saturday, 11
September.

The only way to combat this distortion of the truth is by
stating facts again and again. Facts which show that of the
26 victims killed this year by loyalist paramilitaries, 23 of
them had absolutely no political nor paramilitary connec-
tions. Of the 16 victims killed by the IRA this year, eleven
were members or former members of the security forces, two
were loyalist paramilitaries and one was a Protestant work-
er repairing a security base. Our readers can draw their
own conclusions about the ethnic cleansing claims from
these figures. — Andersonstown News comment on
loyalist claims of ‘ethnic cleansing’.

killer gangs, the Evening Press, Thursday, 9 Sept
ber.

The SDLP attacks, again, have been a result of their politi-
cal invol t. As far as Sinn Féin are concerned I must

I told him it wasn't Protestants who had killed my son, it
was the UDA. But I don’t even blame those who pulled the
trigger; I blame those who demonise Sinn Féin as a party
and justify these murders. — Sinn Féin Councillor Bob-
by Lavery, whose son Sein was shot down by a sec-
tarian death squad last month, the Evening Press,
Thursday, 9 September.

say that Sinn Féin have brought all this upon themselves.
They have supported the campaign of violence for 25 years
and, as I said earlier, some of them have been actively
involved in that campaign of violence, so I never make any
comment on what happens to members of Sinn Féin. —
DUP Councillor Sammy Wilson in Hot Press.

There is no harm, wrong or evil in being a Catholic or a .
Protestant or a Jew and anyone who says there is — who,
particularly, kills you because of it — should be politically
shunned. Anyone who apologises for religious belief, who
suggests that it is of such insignificance that nobody should
pay attention to it, is diminishing the courage of believers,
insulting their mental faculties and placing them in mortal
danger in Northern Ireland. — Nell McCafferty, Hot
Press.

The pattern in the past three to four years is for less and less
coverage. Since the 1970s, it is a story that has been covered
more out of duty than any attraction. It mirrors English |

If bers of the British government can lecture the world
on sitting down with the butchers of Serbia, they can sit
down with the legally elected representatives of Sinn Féin.
And if they are not prepared to send their army into danger-
ous foreign places that don’t ultimately concern them, they
should get them out of Ireland too. They should announce a
phased withdrawal of troops now. Then, and only then, the
people of all persuasions who have to actually live on this
island might have some chance of sorting out the legal and
constitutional arrangements that might allow them to do
that, in a spirit of reconciliation and mutual respect. — Joe
O’Connor, the Sunday Tribune, 12 September.

We must be careful not to take the attitude, as some almost

They behave as i such a
before ! A delightful and
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8] do with Britain's vdle
in khis counbry. .. .

seem to do, that they will be prepared to keep
the problem unsolved rather than to admit tha

an outsider, even one bound by the clos S
of friendship, could contribute to the search for
progress. — Twenty-Six County Foreign

Minister Dick Spring on the possibility of
a US special envoy after last week’s meet-
ing with Patrick Mayhew.

No one should find our visit here ening
or meddling, or interventionist. If people want
peace they have to be for talks... — Former US
congress member Bruce Morrison in
Belfast, 9 September.

All people of good will should be looking to end
violence. Ending violence is more than making
ritualistic denouncements of violence but look-
ing for ways that alternatives can grow up.... —
Bruce Morrison.

So it is ‘Chairman’ Arafat now. Just as ‘terror-
ist leader’ Kenyatta became ‘Mr President’. Just
as ‘terrorists’ Menachim Begin and Yitzhak
Shamir both became ‘Mr Prime Minister’. From
‘terrorist mastermind’ to ‘statesman’ in the
length of time it took Yitzhak Rabin to write his
name on @ piece of paper. How swiftly are we
reprogrammed. — Robert Fisk, the Indepen-
dent on Sunday, 12 September.

The Palestinian Islamic Hamas movement in its
early days was encouraged by the Israelis as a
balance to the PLO. Now that Mr Arafat is a
good guy — and Hamas are the enemy he must
crush — it will be Hamas who will have to be
described as ‘murderous psychopaths’ (as they
duly were in a letter to the Independent last
week). — Robert Fisk.




® Proinsias Mac Airt — a lifelong and dedicated republican

HE YEAR OF 1921, saw many things happen in Ireland,

H BY AINE NIC FLOINN

including partition and pogroms. It was in this year, in
the Lower Falls area, that one of Belfast's great republicans,
Proinsias Mac Airt, was born. He was educated at Slate
Street School where, from an early age, his intelligence was

recognised by his teachers.
When Frank Card, as he was
then known, was ten, an inspec-
tor from the eduction authority
entered his classroom to assess
the standard of the school. As
the story goes, the inspector
asked a five-part mathematical
question and asked for any
pupil to give him the answer.
Mac Airt’s hand was up straight
away, causing amazement with
the inspector and a sigh of relief
from his classmates, who
weren’t worried whether he got
the answer right or wrong but
were glad they weren’t asked!
When the correct answer was
given the inspector asked the
boy to explain his answer and
when he did, he was rewarded
with a pe , which was a large
sum in 1930. At the age of 13,
the main conversation of young
lads in the area was the local
IRA hero, Joe McKelvey, exe-
cuted the Free State in 1922,
and the young Mac Airt soon
joined the Con Colbert slua of
Fianna Eireann. Although he
had trouble learning Irish, his
aunt was a fluent speaker who
helped him to master his native
tongue.

His ambition was to go to

Ros Muc, in Connemara and
visit the cottage of Pddraig Mac
Piarais. At the age of 17, his
abilities and intelligence were
recognised and he joined the
IRA. In 1939 when Mac Airt
was 18, he was to see the inside
of Belfast Prison for the first
time. It would not be his last
visit. He was sentenced to two
years penal servitude. Beatings
were vicious and regular in the
jail at that time, especially if you
were caught associating with
the internees. Medical treatment
was non-existent unless you
were at death’s door. When his
sentence was over, Mac Airt
was arrested at the gate of
Crumlin Road Jail and interned
until after the Second World
War.

On their release, Mac Airt,
Jimmy Steele and Billy McKee
set about rebuilding the Belfast
Battalion. Imprisonment had
not deterred Mac Airt — if any-
thing it hardened his convic-
tions. The Belfast Battalion got
itself organised for the start of
the 1956 campaign, but in Jan-
uary 1957, 12 Volunteers were
arrested, including Mac Airt,
and most of battalion staff were

interned. Mac Airt used the
time to improve his Irish and to
study and train his mind for the
long road to freedom.

His release came in September
1960 and it was only then, that
the true story of the escape
attempt in D Wing and Mac
Airt’s part in it, was told. Mac
Airt, now in his late 30s, again
reported back for the work that
was unfinished. Again, long

® Eddie Rooney,

hours and days were spent reor-’
ganising the Belfast Battalion. As
the late ‘60s approached the
nature of the Orange state was
again exposed during the Divis
riots. The excesses of the RUC
and attacks on nationalist com-
munities lent an urgency to the
need to protect their communi-
ties. A steady flow of Volunteers
were joining the IRA ranks.

Mac Airt saw the necessity to
educate these Volunteers so they
knew the reasons for the struggle
and realised the hardship they
would have to endure by being
Volunteers. The ranks steadily
swelled. On the 14 August 1969,
Mac Airt crossed Bombay Street
into the loyalist Shankill against
wishes of the [RA’s GHQ
Staff. He refused to arm himself,
believing the situation could be
defused before it exploded. How-
ever, he reported back to the
GHQ that the only option was
defence. All units were put on
standby. Next day, Belfast lost its
first republican activist to die in
this phase of the struggle. Fianna
member Gerald McAuley was
killed while on active service. The
_people of Belfast knew then, that
1t was time to get off their knees
and stay off them.

: The ranks of the IRA con-
tinued to swell in Belfast.

{
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Organising again became
more than a full-time job for
Mac Airt. The split of late 69,
with the Dublin leadership,
eventually came and Mac Airt
was one of the main advisers
in seeing the need to build a
defensive army. MacAirt trod
that well-worn path of build-
ing the structures of the IRA

® jimmy Drumm and Proinsias Mac Airt
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Belfast Brigade was
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Aarch 1970, the
le was formed
eele as Officer
- and his com-
ac Airt, Billy
Cazhill, to name
. up the first
le staff. Three
tched from Lis-
mcastle in the

north of the city, from Han-
nahstown in the west to the
Short Strand in the east.

With the birth of the ‘Provi-
sional’ Irish Republican
Army, Mac Airt seemed to rise
like the phoenix with a new
lease of life. At nearly 50, he
was recognised for his services
and at the first convention of
the IRA, he was voted onto the
vy Council. But Belfast
wasn't to lose Mac Airt. He was
to remain a key activist on the
streets of Belfast. Mac Airt was
there to see his people’s army
become a reality and knew
there was no turning back. The
IRA’s ability was challenged
n, when on the 27 June 1970
ied to take over part
Ardoyne area and the
of the Short Strand. Gun

of the Sunday morning.
One Volunteer, Henry Mcll-
hone, lost his life. The discipline
of the Volunteers who defended
the districts that night, owed a
lot to Mac Airt and the brigade
staff. As Martin Meehan (Third
Battalion OC at the time) said
afterwards, “the lame and the
blind” came out to join the IRA.

Mac Airt and Billy McKee
were arrested for possession of a
gun, which was found in a differ-
ent car from the one in which
they were travelling on Easter
Monday 1971, in Ardoyne. Mac
Airt was sentenced to five years,
his fourth term of imprisonment
in Belfast Jail. This time it was
different. The number of POWs
was greater than ever before and
the screws knew that these crop-
pies weren't for lying down. Beat-
ings were rare and there was an
unofficial policy of recognising
the IRA command staff in the jail
Long Kesh held a couple of hun-
dred internees.

By Christmas ‘71, the
demand for political status was
the priority for the prisoners
and in 1972, a hunger strike
started in Belfast Prison with
Proinsias Mac Airt taking over
as OC of the whole jail. The
hunger strike nearly cost the life
of his friend Billy McKee.

The demands were granted
by Lord Carrington. Mac Airt
was moved to Long Kesh. With
Billy McKee's health improved,
he resumed his position as

camp OC and Mac Airt became
Camp Adjutant. He was as
active as he could be within the
confines of British jailers.

Many people were amazed

at the energy of this man,
in and out of prison, but there
was another side to Mac Airt,
the side known to only his clos-
est friends. He had been the
main instigator for the Sean
McCaughey Monument and
also formed a team named after
Seén Gaffney, an internee who
died on the Al Rawdah prison
ship. His ability to communicate
the republican message did not
go unnoticed and with the death
of Jimmy Steele, the editor of
Republican News, Mac Airt was
there to stand in and make sure
that the paper continued.

Mac Airt’s last term of
imprisonment ended in 1974
and afterwards he returned to
active service. He was held in
high esteem and never faltered
from his principles.

During the IRA’s historic
convention in 1986, he voted
against participating in Leinster
House, but remained true to his
disciplined ways and followed
the majority decision. He was
elected on to the Army Execu-
tive, a position which he held
until early 1991, when he suf-
fered a stroke. The stroke was a
great blow, but nearly 70 years
of fighting kept Mac Airt with
us for a few more months. He
regained his speech and most of
the power of his right side.

When he returned home
from hospital, his small flat was
never without a visitor, from all
walks of life. Whether they
called for a wee yarn or advice,
Mac Airt was always there.
When he died on 8 January
1992, the shock and sadness
was felt throughout Belfast and
beyond. That was shown by the
attendance at his funeral, when
republicans from all over Ire-
land, young and old, followed
Mac Airt for the last time.

Though the sense of loss
among the crowd was very
deep, the oration by Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams brought
smiles and nods of agreement
from many, as they too remem-
bered special moments and
anecdotes about Proinsias Mac
Airt, a true republican.

@ Proinsias Mac Airt speaking at Bodenstown in 1975

This week, AP/RN looks back on the l'{fe
of Proinsias Mac Airt (1921-1992). His.hfe
spanned several generations of republican
struggle and was marked by co.nstant
activity in the cause of freedom. His story
reflects and is an integral part of, the story
of republican Belfast and is a s_yml?ol of
the continuity and confidence in victory
of the republican struggle.
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Niall Quinn tries to keep his balance during the

§ recent clash with Lithuania at Lansdowne Road

P

No room for complacen

Football is a learning

id. -

Cy B BY RORY DUNNE

ry IRELAND began like World Cup winners and
ended up like World Cup wimps,” was how one
commentator summed up last week’s World Cup
match in Dublin between Ireland and Lithuania and
that's just about right. At the end of the day, two
points were garnered, but with the Irish 2-0 up after
25 minutes, it wasn’t unreasonable for the fans to
expect one or two more additions to the scoreline in

the second half.

The fact that it didn’t hap-
pen was due as much to a
lazy second-half perfor-
mance by the boys in green
as to an improved Lithua-
nia. Given a bit of space, the
Lithuanians impressed.
Their captain Barnauskas

and sweeper Baltusnikas,
who both play abroad, were
good, as was midfielder
Stumbrys. They had nobody
with the killer instinct up
front and that’s the reason
why Ireland weren’t embar-
rassed.

experience, so they say, and
this bad performance (over-
all) could be a blessing in
disguise. When the
Spaniards arrive on 13 Octo-
ber, the lessons learned in
the last hour could be deci-
sive. Three or four players
didn’t perform in the sec-
ond half and they know that
this will not do next month.
All wasn’t bad however.
In the first 30 minutes, Ire-
land showed a variety of
imagination with crosses
coming in from all angles
and at different speeds. Roy

Keane and Andy Townsend
drove forward relentlessly
and together with Ray
Houghton, they won a lot of
the ball, thereby creating
opportunities for their col-
leagues. All that stopped at
the end of the first half and
the whole of the second
half. Maybe some players
were nervous about getting
ayellow card and thus
missing the Spanish match
or was it complacency
against weaker opposition?
One or two players also
looked far from match fit,
but hopefully Ireland will

Protest at refusal to meet

THE Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign staged a one-hour
protest outside Aras an Uachtardin in Dublin’s Phoenix Park
on Saturday, 11 September. They were registering their discon-
tent at 26-County President Mary Robinson’s refusal to meet with

them.

Robinson has refused to meet
them on a number of occasions,
claiming that ““the constitutional
perameters” of her office preclude
her from involvement in matters
of policy. The group handed in a
letter, asking Robinson to recon-
sider her position and said that
they also planned to protest out-
side the home of Cardinal Cahal
Daly, who has also refused to meet
with them. John McKinney, whose
brother William was one of those
murdered by the Parachute Regi-
ment on Bloody Sunday in Jan-
uary 1972, said that the action had
been forced upon the relatives,

who regretted having to picket.

“It is important for us to gain
recognition from the president,”’
he said. ““To date one could be for-
given for believing that it is we
who have done wrong and have
made innocent people suffer.

“It has become clear that even
in death, northern nationalists are
looked upon as second-class citi-
zens and have no place in cam-
paigning for justice.” He pointed
out that Mary Robinson and Cahal
Daly had met the parents of Timo-
thy Parry, killed at Warrington
and had discussed the implica-
tions of this and other violent acts.

’As heads of state and the
Catholic church in Ireland respec-
tively, they were correct to meet
them, just as Mary Robinson was
right to lay a wreath at
Enniskillen,” said McKinney.
‘Our campaign has asked on
numerous occasions to meet both
President Robinson and Cahal
Daly, without television cameras
or publicity, to absolutely no avail.
Cardinal Daly has informed us
three times in the past 18 months
that he is too busy. This is just not
good enough. We are determined
to oppose all attempts to
marginalise us and to make light
of the pursuance of justice regard-
ing Bloody Sunday.”

Representatives of Relatives for
Justice and the United Campaign
Against Plastic Bullets were also
present at the protest.

® Members of las
harassed by gardai

have ironed out these prob-
lems by next month. The
Spaniards must not be given
the same space as the Lithu-
nians or we'll be in trouble.
After the post-match
drinks in Sandymount, it
was into a city centre pub to
watch England take on
Poland at Wembley. The
English fans showed their
usual boorish behaviour
when they booed the Polish
national anthem. Graham
Taylor’s team gave one of
their best performances in a
while as they easily brushed
aside Poland. The Poles
didn’t seem to have the
stomach for the battle and it
was no surprise that they
ended up losing 3-0. Les

t

Saturdays Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign picket being

Ferdinand got the home
side off to a flyer after two
minutes and when ‘Gazzy/
added a second after 49
minutes the match wag as
good as over. Stuart Pearcg
added a third to seal victo.
ry. The English travel to
Rotterdam on 13 October
and all'l can say is “come on
Holland.”

The unluckiest team in
last week’s matches must
be Wales. Having fallen
behind to an early goal to
the RCS (formerly
Czechoslovakia) they
fought back Valiantly to
lead 2-1 with goals from
Ryan Giggs and Ian Rush,
Just when the two points
seemed safe, Eric Young of
Wimbledon was penalised
for a harmless challenge.
From the resultant free
kick, the RCS equalised
and 2-2 was the final
result. With two home
games against Cyprus and
Romania to come, the
Welsh still have a great
chance of qualifying and
maybe Ireland and Wales
will be in America while
England watch on TV!

For the first time in the
last 24 years, there will be
no Scotland side at the
World Cup. Despite taking
the lead through Celtic’s
John Collins, they could
only manage a draw with
Switzerland and only a mir-
acle of biblical proportions
could see them through.
With manager Andy Rox-
burgh resigning, they clear-
ly have a lot of problems.

I see Billy Bingham still
thinks “Northern Ireland”
have a chance of making the
USA next year. This man is
the eternal optimist. His
side’s 2-0 victory at home to
Latvia was about as exciting
as watching paint dry. Keep
taking the tablets, Billy.
You'll be alright!

/|

IR TSS

| THE REPUBLICAN MAGAZINE

oo




TGRSR,

o pnoblacm/Republlcan News

News

Thursday, 16 September 1993 — LEATHANACH 11

e ————————
e ——

servi
For almost all the 20 years m?.
my non-jury courts ha\;c been in
opcrmion, my nld'fncnd la.n,
whoops soTTy, Eoin, happily
doled out all those heavy sen-
tences of 20 years or more to
nationalists, on the sole evidence
| of their impartial RUC interroga-

tors. %
Higgins was described by

Lord Chief Justice Sir Brian Hut-
ton, on the opening day of the
new term in the High Court, as
being just like all_ the rest of the
|| Diplock team full of “‘great
integrity, great courage and great
humanity”. Higgins' unwavering
n#sense of duty’” was also
| remarked upon by Hutton.

This unwavering '"'sense of
duty" was on display last week
when another member of the

Doomsday booked

es, it is 1, Lord Diplock, back again with a smattering of cas-

ch just heard, after the happy holiday break. But before |

roceed, I must pay my respects to our recently departed Lord

' ustice Higgins. \.Vhat a man, and I\.olding a senior position in

the Catholic St Vincent _dc Pa\'nl charity organisation to boot, he

| ;s clearly destined for high office now, after all his years of great
e to charitable British justice.

impartial crown forces was given
a draconian seven-year sentence,

A former British soldier in the
Ulster Defence Regiment, (now
Royal Irish Regiment), 37-year-
old John Murray from Stuart
Park, Ballymoney, admitted last
week in Lord Justice McDermott’s
non-jury court, to having guns
and bombs, but stressed that
(wait for it) they were only for a
“doomsday situation”’. (Where
have we heard that one before?)

Included in Murray’s “dooms-
day” arsenal, was a .38 revolver,
assorted ammunition, a bomb
timer, copper and metal pipes
and ammonium nitrate fertilizer,
Intelligence documents “useful to
terrorists” were also found in his
home.

The former UDR member, who

MBY LORD DIPLOCK

had served in the regiment for ten
years, had kept updated informa-
tion on people for the total period
he was in the British army. But...
he had not planned to harm any-
one!

Also in the dock and receivin
as year sentence alongsid
Murray, were William Craig (27)
of Shandon Park, who admitted
having a CZ57P assault rifle,
three revolvers, three magazines
and other assorted ammunition in
his home. When the RUC
searched Craig’s house, they
found three revolvers and two
assault rifles. Mysteriously, Craig
was not found guilty of possess-
ing this other assault rifle!

The third member of the
‘doomsday’ squad was 29-year-old
Alan Murray of Garryduff Road,
Ballymoney. Inside Alan Murray’s
home was an air pistol and yet
more fertilizer, but he was not con-
victed of possessing these. Instead,
after admitting he had joined the
Ulster Volunteer Force, Justice
McDermott handed out a three-
year suspended sentence. (This was

the week after both the UVF and
UDA killed five people — four
nationalists and a prison warder.)

Passing this suspended sen-
tence, Lord Justice McDermott,
obviously remembering some of
his recently departed col-
league’s remarks, described the
case as "‘unusual’’, but that
“membership of any proscribed
organisation is a most serious
matter’’. McDermott was obvi-
ously taking Murray’s claim
seriously, when he told the RUC
that he was only in the UVF’s
“welfare section”’.

Speaking up for the three, an
RUC detective constable told
McDermott that the men were
“certainly not prime movers in
any terrorist organisation”.

It emerged during the trial that
the RUC had received a com-
plaint from a Ballymoney man, on
12 January 1992, saying John
Murray had held a gun to his
head and threatened to kill him.
Mysteriously once again, John
Murray was not found guilty of
this charge.

eanwhile, passing onto the
Fenian rabble and some
other ““unusual’’ cases and no

problem with working out
‘equal’ sentences for Lord Jus-
tice McDermott in the following
cases:

Twenty years apiece to three
West Belfast people when the
RUC found one pound of explo-
sives in the glove compartment of
the car they were travelling in
outside Larne...lucky for them
they didn’t come from Bally-
money.

None of the three put a gun
to anybody’s head, had any
revolvers, assault rifles or
ammunition or indeed intelli-
gence documents collected
while serving as members of the
crown forces, but they were
Fenians. Twenty years each for
Rosena Brown, Paul McCul-
lough and Steven Canning.

Summing up, two days after
sentencing the “doomsday” loy-
alists for two terms of seven years
and a suspended sentence, Lord
Justice McDermott said that those
caught with bombs must expect
to face very lengthy terms of
imprisonment of 20 years or
more!

Come on old man, don’t come
up with embarrassing comments
like this!

Magdalen relatives challenge church

MAGDALEN

HE CREMATED REMAINS of the 133 women known as

‘Magdalens’, who spent their lives working in the laundry
owned by the Sisters of Charity in High Park, Drumcondra, were
reinterred in a common plot on Saturday morning last, 11
September, at Glasnevin Cemetery.

But at 2 public meeting the follow-
ing night in 2 Dublin hotel, organ-
ised by the Magdalen Memorial
Committee, the decision to reinter
the remains without first notifying
any surviving relatives, was con-
demned. The cremation and
Teburial was described as obscene
and in total conflict with what the
women and their families would
have wanted.

People literally broke down at
the meeting as they gave their
own personal testimonies of the
experiences of their families in
these types of institutions and
appezled for help in tracing rela-
tives.

“These women lacked. choice
during their lives and it spilled
over into their deaths,” said Mar-
80 Kelly. “Our right to mourn our
mothers and our sisters has been
denied to us and we are very
angry. We sce the need for a pub-
lic funeral. It could have been yes-
terday. We need to honour these
Women and need to start healing
the wounds
woA Book of Condolences for the

men and a petition calling on
the Ca;houc Chpue:ch and the ;stauz
e @ proper, permanent pub-
:1: Memorial in Dgslin, dedicgzed
weall ihevwor‘nen who died and
H're buried in institutions like

igh Park Convent, have been

opened. These can be signed by
the public, between 12 noon and
2pm each day outside the GPO in
O’Connell Street.

A public memorial service,
organised by relatives, will be held
in Dublin at the Grafton Street
entrance to St Stephen’s Green on
Saturday, 25 September, com-
mencing at 2.30pm sharp. A pro-
cession will make its way to the
Mansion House, where the Lord
Mayor will sign the Book of Con-
dolences, and then on to Leinster
House, where it is hoped that a
cabinet member will accept the
petition. The gathering will then
return to St Stephen’s Green for a
service of poetry, prayers and an
ecumenical liturgy.

The committee has also written
to the Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin, Dr Desmond Connell, call-
ing for a public funeral to com-
memorate the deaths of the
women and requesting also that
the original site of the graveyard
should not be built on in any way,
but that it should be reserved as a
garden or public amenity.

he issue of the exhuming and
reburial of the women has
received widespread publicity,
primarily because it highlighted
a normally hidden area of Irish
life — the manner in which

® The ‘Magdalen’ memorial committee g
at last Sunday's meeting in Dublin

marginalised women were
rejected by society and exploited
by religious orders as a source of
cheap labour.

The 133 bodies were cremated
and reinterred after a short cere-
mony on Saturday. The nuns had
sold the original graveyard, which
was used as a burial ground for
‘Magdalen’ women between 1866
and 1983, for development. So-
called ‘Magdalen” women spent
the greater part of their lives doing
menial work in religious institu-
tions. Most had simply nowhere
else to go. Many were regarded as
‘/fallen women’’ because they
were mothers who were not mar-
ried and had their babies taken
from them, or were prostitutes.
'Magdalens' were often orphans or
destitute and homeless women.
Babies were routinely taken away
from their mothers and their
names were changed.

Their dead were buried in a
separate graveyard to the nuns,
whose burial ground was not

7 ki

touched by the development
work. The site was sold for
development in connection with
the widening of Grace Park Road
in Drumcondra, a project which
Sinn Féin Dublin City Councillor
Christy Burke opposed original-
ly.

he decision to exhume their

bodies was condemned at the
time by Burke, who said: “These
unfortunate women are now to be
treated in death in the same disre-
spectful manner they were treated
in life.”” He has also sponsored a
motion before Dublin City Coun-
cil, calling for a proper memorial
to the women to be erected on a
site in Dublin city, chosen by rela-
tives and interested parties.

In a statement issued on Tues-
day, 14 September, he challenged
the Archbishop of Dublin to
respond to the relatives’ letter. He
questioned the Catholic Church’s
“high-handed role in digging up,
cremating and reinterring these

¥ BY LIAM O COILEAIN

womens’ remains, without con-
sulting with their relatives.

‘’Whatever the reason for the
exhumation, the first priority
should have been consultation
with their families,” he said. “I
believe that the cost of a perma-
nent memorial to the women
should be borne by the Catholic
Church. It is the least that could be
done to show them and their rela-
tives the love and respect that they
deserve.”

Burke has sent a letter to the
Archbishop calling on him to
arrange an immediate meeting
with the relatives “to defuse the
anger felt by the families of the
‘Magdalen' women, due to the
humiliating manner in which
they feel the remains were treat-
ed”.

The Magdalen Memorial Com-
mittee can be contacted at PO Box
2347, Dublin 1. The committee
encourages anybody affected by
such institutions, from wherever
in the country, to contact them.

Magee denied bail

M BY LIAM O COILEAIN

Ad‘ "AGH MAN Joseph Magee, who is fighting against his extra-
o ition to Britain on warrants related to the killing of a British
a Hié “ecruiting sergeant in Derby last year, has been refused bail by

OnT,
,PP;E?YI 14 September, Magee

ok Mocr in front of Judge Freder-

is, secking bail. He has

h Court judge, sitting in the Special Court at Green Street.

been held in Portlaoise Prison
since his arrest in January of this
year,

Magee is next due in court in
October, when his lawyers will
challenge the District Court’s
ruling that he be extradited. In
July, the High Court gave his
lawyers leave to seek an inquiry
into the legality of his detention
in Limerick in January, under
Article 40 of the 26-County Con-
stitution.

Detective Sergeant Mark
Cheatham from Derbyshire and

Garda Detective Sergeant Daniel *

Haugh gave evidence in court,
arguing that Magee would not
turn up for trial if released on bail.

Patrick Gageby, for Magee,
pointed out that his client had an
argument that the offence he is
sought for, was a political offence
or an offence connected with a
political offence. He also said that
Magee, who was present in court,
argued that if sent across to Eng-
land he would not receive a fair

trial because of prejudicial media -

coverage of the incident.

Denying bail, Judge Morris
claimed that Magee’s refusal to
give his name to Limerick gardaf
and his lack of ties to the address
he gave in Dublin, led him to
accept the prosecution’s view that
Magee would not turn up for

F i d
i gs if g

bail.

The Irish Anti-Extradition
Committee criticised the refusal to
grantbail.s « - AT E LA

;
1

|

e G




LEATHANACH 12 — Deardaoin, 16 Mean Fomhair 1993

Nuacht

An Phoblacht/Republican Neyg

/"’_\

Féram plé de dhith

HI AN trodai chearta sibhialta agus poblachtach radacach
Bernadette McAliskey ag labhairt ag cruinnid i gCumann
Rodaf Mhic Chorlai i mBéal Feirste, Dé hAoine, 10 Medn

Fombhair.

Bhif McAliskey ag caint ar an staid
pholaititiil i lithair na huaire sna
Sé Chontae agus go hdirithe tha-
gair si don gha d’fhéram
diosp6ireachta do ndisiintéirf.

Duirt si go mbeadh ar an
phobal ndisitinta 6 thuaidh cur in
il do rialtas na 26 Chontae nach
bhfuil ceart ar bith acu labhairt ar
a son. Duirt sf ndr tugadh seans
riamh do nisitintéiri 6 thuaidh
vétail do rialtas Eireannach né do
phéirt{ ar bith de chuid na 26
Chontae. Mar sin bheadh ar an
phobal ngisitinta 6 thuaidh soiléir-
it narbh fhéidir le duine ar bith
labhairt ar a son ach a chuid ion-
adaithe féin.

Labhair McAliskey go tarcais-
neach ar na ‘’cainteanna faoi
chainteanna”” lena mbfonn rialtas
na Breataine ag dtamail. Ddirt sf
nach raibh maith ar bith i gcain-
teanna riinda den chinéal seo agus
nach raibh iontu ach seaf6id agus
cur i geéill.

Mhaigh sf go raibh athruithe
bunisacha de dhith sula
mbeadh sfochdin in Eirinn.
Bheadh deireadh le hidirdheali
creidimh san fhostaiocht de
dhith agus an ceart ag duine
v6téil da rogha gan a bheith
maraithe ar a shon. Bheadh ar na
cimi polaitiila uilig bheith
saortha chomh maith.

Ddairt si gur iomaf rud
ab’fhéidir a phlé le go gcuirfear
in idl don phobal Protastinach
go geosnbfaf a geearta sibhialta
agus saoirse creidimh ach thug si
rabhadh nach raibh buncheist
shaoirse mhuintir na hEireann
inphléite ar chor ar bith.

D\iirt sf go raibh sé de cheart
iomlén ag Sinn Féin bheith i
lathair ag cainteanna ar bith ar
thodhchaf an néisitiin. Nf raibh an
ceart seo ag brath ar choinnfol-
lacha dar 1éi. Mheas s go raibh
ceannaireacht ghluaiseacht na

©® BERNADETTE McALISKEY
poblachta ina ceannairf den phobal
poblachtach uilig san oiledn agus
gur seo an t-aon cheart amhdin a
bhf de dhith orthu bheith ion-
adaithe ag cainteanna ar bith.
Thacaigh sf leis na cainteanna
idir Gearéid Mac Adhaimh agus
John Hume ach shil sf gur chéir do
Mhac Adhaimh bheith ciramach
mar labhrafonn Hume i
““geriathair”. Chreid sf gur chéir
don bheirt torthaf agus dul chun
cinn a geuid cainteanna a phoiblit

ar naisitntoiri

jonas go mbeidh a fhios ag an
phobal cad ¢ ats ag dul ar
aghaidh. \

“Ba chéir muinfn a bheith ag
ceannaireacht na streachailte sa
phobal," arsa sf. hoadl

Ag freagairt ceisteanna di d”ulrt
sé go raibh na Sasanaigh ag “cur
ar sitl agus ag muchadh scm’rlnhlel
na ndilseoirf mar sconna”. Ddirt sf
nach raibh foréigean na ndflseoirf
athghnfomhach ar bhealach ar
bith.

#/Ba chéir,”” arsa s{ “eur i

cuimhne nér thosaj h

poblachtéirf an chogafocht s
thuaidh.”

Diirt sf go raibh sf dubhdéite
le daoine a chuir seicteachas jn,
leith nuair a d’inis sf an fhirinpe
faoi idirdheali san fhostafocht
faoi ard rataf bochtaineachta
agus easldinte. i measc naisig.
naithe.

Nuair a chuir sf amach ar a sag|
polaititil i 1968 dirt sf go raibh ar
a |aghad cead agat a rd go raibh
idirdheald ann. Anois insftear dyjt
8o bhfuil td “ag cur baic ar thion-
scal” nuair a thagair td don idird-
heald.

Ddirt McAliskey go bhfui]
tréimhse corrach os ar gcomhair
agus go geaithfidh muid bheith
réidh do na didshldin uilig.

“’Ba chéir diospdircacht a
thoiseacht i measc an phobail
naisitinaigh faoin chinéal socri ar
mhaith linn,” arsa si. “Ba chéir 8o
mbeimis réidh agus ullmhaithe do
cibé leagan eile de Stormont a
chuirfidh na Sasanaigh chun
tosaigh sa chéad chiipla bliain eile,
Beidh réitithe crua le tégail, cuid
acu nar mhaith linn ach ba cheart
ddinn iad a phlé anois ionas nach
mbuailfear bob orainn amach
anseo.”

T4 Gldr na nGael f0s ag fulaingt

"L ]

RRADH DEowTy

Cosc ar dheontas do Ghlor

M LE hOISIN O MURCHU

HOCRAIGH fochoiste Chomhairle Bhéal Feirste deontas a
dhiultic don ghriipa pobail Gaeilge sa chathair, Glér na

nGael.

Chuir an comhairleoir aontach-
tach Sammy Wilson an rin os
comhair an Fhochoiste Sheirb-
hisi Poibl{ gan deontas a bhron-
nadh ar Ghlér. Ghlac an
fochoiste leis an rin d’ainneoin

a mhalairt de chomhairle bheith
tugtha déibh ag dliodéiri na
comhairle.

T4 Glér na nGael ag iarraidh
deontais 6 Chomhairle Bhéal
Feirste le seacht mbliana anuas

Balle an
Fheirtéaraigh

8726100/8726932/8733611

Slogadh Shinn Féin
OSTAN DHUN NA nOIR

Baile an Fheirtéaraigh

MEAN FOMHAIR 24 & 25
Gach eolas le fiil 6 Marcus Mac Ruairi; 147 Béthar Bhaile
Andarsin, Béal Feirste, BT11 BW. Fon (0232) 301719
Mionbhus 6n Mhi agus Ath Cliath. Fon

r siad pingin rua go

SE0.

Duirt trlabhraf an ghriipa nr
cuireadh in ial déibh go
hoifigitil gur didltaiodh deontas
dé6ibh. Duirt an t-urlabhraf go
bhfuair siad amach faoin
réiteach nuair a chuir stdisian

raidi6 i mBéal Feirste scairt
guthdin orthu ag fiosrt an scéil.

Nuair a rinne Glér na nGael
teagmhadil le Halla na Cathrach
maidir leis an didltd, Dé Mdirt,
14 Mean Fémhair, nf raibh duine
ar bith ansin sasta colas ar bith a
thabhairt déibh faoi dtaobh de.

D’ionsaigh an comhairleoir

Sinn Féineach Alex Maskey
réiteach an fhochoiste. Arsa
Maskey:
s comhartha eile an réiteach
seo go bhfuil rudaf nfos measa
né riamh ar Chomhairle Bhéal
Feirste. Bhf moladh Sammy Wil-
son chun Mary Robinson a chosc
6 Halla na Cathrach ina
athaithris de na hagéidi in aisce
in aghaidh Chonradh
Chroimghlinne.

“T4 an dianscrada de ghra-
pai pobail ndisiinacha ina
chleachtadh aontachtach eile
gan chréiditint a tugadh droim
dé i ndiaidh sraith cdsanna dli.

’Nil amhras ar bith orm néd
nach ligfidh Glér na nGael né
grupai pobail ndisitinacha eile

® SAMMY WILSON

.do na haontacht6irf éirf lena lei-
théid de bhiogbideacht.”

Beidh réiteach an fhochoiste
pléite os comhair chruinniti iom-
lan den chombhairle agus td
coiste Ghl6ir ag fanacht go dti
sin sula socrafonn siad ar a
chéad bhogadh eile.

Saoirse creidimh a lorg
do Araib Shadach

A AN GRUPA CEARTA DAONNA Amnesty International

ag tathaint ar rialtas na hAraibe Sadai dlithe ra a reachti in
aghaidh géarleam’ma creidimh, agus a chosnéfai ceart an duine
do shaoirse coinsiasa, smaoinimh agus creidimh.

Duirt Amnesty i rditeas Dé Mairt,
14 Mesn Fémhair, go raibh méadui
mér san Araib Shddach ar mhéid
na géarlednina ar mhionlacha
creidimh 6 bhi Cogadh na Muras-
caille ann.

Duirt siad gur tégadh na céad-
ta de dhaoine sa tir, idir Mhusla-
macha Shia agus Chriostaithe
agus gur thug na péis chreidimh
droch ide déibh. Cuirtear cuid
mhér de na daoine seo, fir, mnd
agus leanaf amach as an tir gan
triail nd cdis ina aghaidh.

T4 bunis mér de mhuintir na
tire ina Muslamacha Sunni agus ni
cheadaftear d’adhradh ar bith eile
ach adhradh an phobail sin.

Ni ionann adhradh na Musla-
macha Sunni agus na Muslamacha
Shia. T4 deich faoin chéad de
mhuintir na tire ina Shia agus t4
siad thios leis an idirdheald crei-
dimh.

Dearcann an rialtas ar na Shia
mar easaontéir{ polaitidla agus
cuirtear ina leith go bhfuil Islam
tréigthe acu. [ Medn Fémhair na
bliana seo caite baineadh an
cloigeann de Sadiq Abdul-Karim
Malallah, Shia a fuarthas ciontach
as diamhasla. 1 1988 dhitltaigh sé
tiontd ar an chreideamh Shunni.
Creideann Amnesty gur marafodh
€ mar gheall ar a iarrachtai chun
cearta a fhdil don mhuintir Shia.

T4 na hiidaris ag cur isteach ar
Chriostaithe sa tir fosta. T4 buntis
na gCriostaithe ina n-oibrithe péir-
taimseartha agus td roinnt
cumainn phriobhdideacha crel-
dimh bunaithe acu. Cuireann na
péis chreidimh isteach ar a chuid
cruinnithe riinda go rialta. %

Ach t cor eile sa ghéarleantint
4irithe seo. As 329 Chrfostai 2
tégadh 6 1990 nf raibh ach
ceathrar acu 6n Eoraip né
Mheiriced. Bhi na daoine eile ar
fad 6 thiortha an Triti Domhain.

T4 cis na geimi Criostaithe agus
Shia tégtha ag Amnesty go riald le
rialtas na hAraibe Sddaf ach go f6il
ni bhfuair siad freagra ar bith.

T4 Amnesty ag éileamh gur
chéir cimi a chosaint 6 dhrochide
agus 6 chéasadh. i

“T4 stair fhada d’eadulaing®
chreidimh san Araib Shadach
agus caithfidh an rialtas sea
laidir a ghlacadh le stop a chur 27
thégalacha aondeonacha, coimedd
agus céasadh.”
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al for action on Wicklow

housing shortage

INN FEIN West Wicklow representative, Gerry O'Neill, has
called for immediate action to redress West Wicklow’s chron-

ic housing shortage. O'Neill’s call comes in the wake of the evic-
tion of a young family, including two children of four and 12
ears, who are now living in bed and breakfast accommodation
d another family burned out of their caravan, who were forced

livein a tent.

eviction was carried out at But-
ountzin Manor, Kilbride, in
ty Wicklow on Wednesday, 18

August, at the home of Pat and
Mary Conlon and their children
Rebecca and Rachel. The family

H BY ART Mac EOIN

were ordered to “get out now”’
when visited by agents of the Irish
Nationwide Building Society (INBS).

The young family was evicted
because of Pat Conlon’s inability
to repay a loan from the Irish
Nationwide and was carried out
despite the fact that the Conlons
received a High Court order
restraining the INBS from repos-
sessing the family house. The

® The house in Buttermountain
from which Pat Conlon and his family
8 by agents of the Irish Nationwide Building Societ

building society officials simply
ignored the court order when it
was shown to them.

Due to the chronic council
housing shortage in Wicklow, the
Conlons have been moved into
bed and breakfast accommoda-
tion.

Hitting out at the eviction, Sinn
Féin’s Gerry O'Neill said: “There
are memorials in West Wicklow
marking the sites of evictions in
the bad old days under British
rule, but the reality is, that in 1993
things aren’t much different. [
would particularly condemn the
heavy-handed nature of the squad
sent out from the Irish Nation-
wide.

“The fact that the Conlons are
now left with no option but to stay
in bed and breakfast accommoda-
tion, underlines the disgraceful
lack of housing in this area. In an
emergency situation like this the
blame rests squarely on the shoul-
ders of our elected representatives
to provide immediate housing.
Our two new councillors, Jim Rut-
tle of the Independent Organisa-
tion and Labour’s Tommy Cullen,
promised new housing for west
Wicklow and now two years later
there has not even been any land
purchased for building, let alone
houses built. What we now need is
a full-blooded council house
building programme in Wicklow.”

Labour lashed over

:[n an open letter to local politicians and corporation officials,

Galway's Combined Residents Associations have claimed that
water disconnections carried out in the city last week were “a

‘complete flop”.

The squads, drafied in to turn off
the water, were, according to Ger-
%y Corbett speaking on behalf of

residents, “so incompetent that
Of the four households, they suc-
Ceeded in disconnecting two of
ﬁlﬂl:l who had paid the so-called
Bervice charges”,

“In fact, only one family was
without water last Thursday night
and that was one of these two
households. The other two fami-
lies who had their water turned off
had it reconnected almost immedi-
ately by concerned residents,”” said
Corbett.

water charges in Galway

The actions of both the corpo-
ration officials and councillors
were described as both “coward-
ly”” and “intimidatory”’. Accord-
ing to the Galway Combined
Residents Associations, the offi-
cials and the councillors should
“stand up to central government
and demand that taxes paid by
the PAYE residents in Galway,
to cover local service charges, be
passed on through the Rate Sup-
port Grant”.

Corbett stated that it was ““a
sad irony that people are being
harassed because they refuse to
pay a double tax for local services,
while tax cheats are being offered
amnesties. We would like to know
from the two Galway ministers in
the government how they justify
this? In particular, how does this
fit into Michael D Higgins’ under-
standing of social justice?”

The Labour minister came in
for particular criticism. It was

pointed out that when in opposi-
tion he denounced the charges,
“‘but now seems to have lost his
eloquent tongue”.

Higgins was reminded of the
fact that he and the Labour Party
promised to abolish service
charges at the last election. The
question was posed as to whether
Michael D Higgins was going to
be like all the other careerist politi-
cians and also break his election
promises.

Mila Poist... M4la Poist... Mala Poist... Méla Poist... Méla Poist...

Recognition

for Scottish

solidarity

A Chairde,

Lg: : member of the Scottish
on at the recent histori

March bx Irish nationalists :)ﬂf
aft qlty centre, | had a feeling

hﬁ&}ll’tal Pride. To share with our
smmrades this special day

Ee }Jr]dy been worth waiting

Six.Sc €l a special pride for the

0 ‘:;msh bands and their sy

taking part, This, | felt,

el

was a reward for their commit-
ment and solidarity to the
nationalist people over the past
17 years, since the first Scottish
band marched down the Falls
Road.

However, on reading the
report on the march in the
following week’s AP/RN, one
could be forgiven for think-
ing that no one from Scot-
land had taken part in the
march. Every overseas dele-
gation including Americans,
English, Basques and au,\dry
other groups got a mention,

Letters to: Th

and rightly so, for their
efforts, The one exception —
Scotland.

It would be a nice gesture
from the Republican Move-
ment to recognise the com-
mitment of the young boys
and girls who make up the
majority of these bands. To
the nationalist people from
all over the Six Counties we
extend our gratitude for your
kindness and hospitality
over the past years and
assure you of our continuing
support.

Your struggle is our strug-
sle.
PRO Republican Bands
Alliance,
Scotland.

Fr Denis Faul's

senseless talk
A Chairde,

I would like to address a
few points that Fr Faul has
made over these past few
months concerning Sinn Féin,
Fr Faul suggests that Sinn Féin
should disband. May I remind

him that Sinn Féin have a lot
of representatives on local
counxils, seats which they
earned by alot of hard work
each of their areas. Is Fr Faul
saying that the people who
voted for Sinn Féin, should

have no say or political repre-

sentation?

Fr Faul, instead of con-

demning Sinn Féin, would be

better channelling that same
energy into supporting the

talks between John Hume and
Gerry Adams. He also contin-

ually refers to “Sinn

e Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.
PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT

Féin/IRA". Is he not aware

that Sinn Féin is a separate

organisation and as a conse-
in  quence, should be seen as a
party in their own right?
Senseless talk like that of Fr
Faul’s only serves to fuel the
murderous campaign of the
UDA and UVF, who as every-
one knows and has seen over
the past few days, need little
encouragement to kill any
Catholic of any sex or age.
James McGeough,
Republican POW,
Crumlin Road.
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Samuel Neilson

AMUEL NEILSON, Belfast Protestant, radical, founder mem-
ber of the United Irishmen and the first editor of an Irish
republican newspaper, was born in 1761.

Following the establishment of the
Society of United Irishmen in
Belfast and Dublin in October and
November 1791, the leaders of the
new movement felt it necessary to
have their own newspaper. In late
January 1792, the first issue of the
new paper the Northern Star
appeared. The editor was Samuel
Neilson who was to play a central
part in the struggle of the demo-
cratic movement in Ireland from

then on. He was, in the words of
Wolfe Tone, "\manimuusly chosen
editor and it could not be deliv-
ered into abler hands”.

Neilson was one of the group
including Wolfe Tone, Thomas
Russell, Robert Simms and Henry
Joy McCracken, who gathered on
Cave Hill overlooking Belfast in
May 1795 and pledged never to
desist until they had forced an end
to British rule in Ireland.

On 16 September 1796, Neilson,
Russell, Charles Hamilton Teeling
and other leaders of the Belfast
United Irishmen were arrested
and charged with high treason.
They were imprisoned in Newgate
Jail in Dublin and there Neilson
was to remain until February 1798.

Neilson renewed his contact
with the United Irishmen in
Dublin upon his release and was
part of the attempt to organise a
rising there. He was rearrested on
the day the rising broke out in
Leinster, 23 May 1798 and was
returned to Newgate and later Kil-
mainham Jail. He was one of the
state prisoners who included
Thomas Addis Emmet, Reverend

REMEMBERING THE PAS

William Steel Dickson, Thomas
Russell and Robert Simms, who
were sent the following year to
Fort George in Scotland. !

Following the Peace of Amiens,
the peace treaty between
Napoleon and the British 'in June
1802, the Fort George prisoners
were released on condition that
they did not return to Ireland.
With other leaders, Neilson went
to the United States where he
spent the last year of his life. He
died in New York on 29 August
1803.

Samuel Neilson, United Irish-
man and revolutionary editor was
born on 17 September 1761, 232
years ago this week.

® SAMUEL NEILSON
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democratic socialis!

If you would like to join Sinn Féin fill in the
form below and send it to Sinn Féin, 44 Parnell

Square, Dublin 1.

Name

SINN FEIN is dedicated to forcing a British with-
drawal from the occupied Six Counties, the reuni-
fication of our country and the establishment of a

t republic.

Address

&

1

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING:
Wests 7om every Tuesday, Anti-
Exiradition Office, 29 Mountjoy
DUBLIN s

Pickel 2ad featleting 2 2pm,
every Saturday, GPO O Connell
Suect, DUBLIN

FUNCTION: Pre £ Irelsnd craic

ANTILEXTRADITION PICKET:

September. Conway's, Parneli

Square, DUBLIN. Featuring The

Ferymen. Taille £250

VIDEO SHOWING: Unfinished .
Business, outlining the campaign

against economic discrimination

“in'the Six Counties. 8pm, Mon-

“day, 20 September. Red Rose
Club, 12 Saven Sisters Road, N7,

LONDON. (Finsbury Park Tube).
~Speaker: Richard Stanton of

TULINK. Organised by North Lon- T .
“Greenvala Estate, COOK-

don Troops Out Movement

agus ceol. B.30pm, Saturday, 18

_ VIDEO SHOWING: Untinishe
Business, outlining the campaign
against economic discrimination.

~in the Six Counties. 7.50pm,

: Wednesday, 22 September. 69
Belfour Street, SE 17, LONDON.

(Nearest tube Elephant and Cas:

tle). Speaker: Padraig Finn of

TUEINK. Organised by South

London Troops Out Movement

NATIONALIST RIGHTS MARCH:
Assemble B3pm, Sunday, 26
September. McGovern Drive,

tin McGuinness

- for

eeds to Town Hall.
i d by Tyrone Nationalists
Bights: Committee. Speaker: Ma

IRISH FREEDOM DAY: Cole-
brating the tenth anniversary. of
the great escape from Long

Kesh. 1pm-iam, Saturday, 25

September. Recreation Centre
the Handicapped, 207 Sky-
line Blvd, SAN FRANCISCO.
Afternoon outdoor activities and
evening festivities in the main
hall at 7.30pm. Taille $10.

ITEIRIGH, Contas Chiarrai. Acine -

. Gach eolals 6 Marcus Mac Ruairi.

28 Septomber. Church of the Pre-

rganised by the San Francisc
H-Block Committee o
SLOGADH SHINN FEIN: Ostén
Dun na n-Oir, BAILE AN FHER-

o

Domhnach 24 - 26, Mean Fhomhair.

Fon Béal Fairste 301719

THOMAS ASHE COMMEMORA-
TION: Assembla 1.15pm, Saturday,

cious Blood, Cabra West, DUBLIN.

. Organised by Cabra Sinn Féin

I nDil Chuimhne

O’HAGAN, Bernard; McKER-
NAN, Jim. In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Jim McK-
emnan (died 14 September 1986)
and Sinn Féin member Bernard
O’Hagan (died 16 September
1991). “The republic stands for
truth and honour. By truth and
honour, principle and sacrifice
alone will Ireland be free”’ —
Liam Mellows. Proudly remem-
bered by their friends and com-
rades in the Republican
Movement.

HARTE, Gerard; HARTE, Mar-
tin; MULLIN, Brian (5th Ann).
Remembered with pride and
honour, Volunteers Gerard
Harte, Martin Harte and Brian
Mullin who were killed on
active service at Drumnakilly,
30 August 1988, From the Frank
Ward Sinn Féin Cumann, Car-
rickmore/Creggan; From the
Mulligan/Harte Sinn Féin
Cumann, Loughmacrory/
Mountfield /Killyclogher.
McKERNAN, Jim (7th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of ,
Jim, shot dead by a British soldier
on 14 September 1986. RIP. Mary
Queen of the Gael, pray for him.

e it

Sadly missed and always remem-

ries live forever. Always
bered by his friends Cia-

bered by his mother-in-law, Mrs
Walsh, Harry and Christopher
(H3 Long Kesh),

McKERNAN, Jim (7th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
my brother-in-law, Jim, killed
on active service on 14 Septem-
ber 1986, RIP, St Martin pray for
him. Always remembered by
Theresa, Tony, Tracy, Tony and
Deirde.

McKERNAN, Jim (7th Ann), In
proud and loving memory of
my brother-in-law, Jim, killed
on active service on 14 Septem-
ber 1986. RIP. Forever in our
thoughts and sadly missed by
Martin, Deirdre and Dedlan,
McKERNAN, Jim (7th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
my brother-in-law, Jim, killed
on active service on 14 Septem-
ber 1986. RIP, Remembered
today and always by Ann, Paul,
Kristine, Jim and Conor.
McKERNAN, Jim (7th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Jim McKernan, killed
on active service on 14 Septem-
ber 1986. We cannot bring the
old days back, when we were
all together. The chain of friend-

ship 1z broken now, but.memes .,

rén, Margaret and family.
MULVENNA, Patrick (20th
Ann). In loving memory of my
friend Paddy, killed on active
service on 31 August 1973,
Mary Queen of Ireland pray for
him, Always remembered by
Eugene Murphy and Martin
and Rosie Walsh and families.
O’HAGAN, Bernard (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Sinn Féin Councillor
Bernard O'Hagan, shot dead on
16 September 1991, Always
remembered by his mother and
father,

O’HAGAN, Bernard (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of a dear brother,
brother-in-law, uncle murdered
on 16 September 1991, Never
forgotten by Mary, Eric, Callum
and Pédraig.

O‘HAGAN, Bernard (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Sinn Féin Councillor
Bernard O’Hagan, shot dead on
16 September 1991. You are
never out of our thoughts. We
will always love you Bernard.
From Fiona, Nuala, Finbar and

O’HAGAN, Bernard (2nd
Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Sinn Féin Coundillor
Bernard O’Hagan, shot dead on
16 September 1991, Always
remembered with pride by his
friends and comrades in the
Fergal O’Hanlon/John Davey
Sinn Féin Cumann, Lavey; By
the James Connolly/Francis
Hughes/ Thomas McElwee
Sinn Féin Cumann, Bellaghy;
By the McCusker/ McMul-
lan/O’'Hagan  Sinn  Féin
Cumann, Swatragh; By the
County Derry and South West
Antrim Comhairle Ceantair,
Sinn Féin.

O TUAMA, Séamus (4th Ann).
1 geuimhne ar mathair, Oglach
Séamus O Tuama a fuair bas
timpeall an ama seo. Nf dhéan-
far dearmad. O Diarmuid,
Etaine agus na péisti.

PARKER, Anne (2Ist Ann). In
loving memory of Anne, killed
on active service on 11 August
1972. Mary Queen of Ireland
pray for her. Always remem-
bered by Eugene Murphy and
Martin and Rosie Walsh and
families.

TWOMEY, Séamus (4th Ann).
Ix_l prou d loving memory of

Séamus Twomey. From Frank
Curran and family, Dublin.

Comhbhrén

DUFFY. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Mary Pike (Shannon)
and the Duffy family, Belfast, on
their recent bereavements. From
the Terence McSweeney Sinn
Féin Cumann, Shannon, County
Clare and friends.

EDWARDS. Deepest sympath:
is extended to T&gt\myyan%akhi
Edwards family, Belfast. From
the Terence McSweeney Sinn
Féin Cumann, Shannon, County
Clare and friends.
FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Gerry and
family of the death of his moth-
er. From Sharon, Tricia and
Harry, Dublin.

FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the entire Fitzgerald family on
the death of his mother. From
Eileen and Caocimhe.
FITZGERALD. Decpest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the entire Fitzgerald family on
the death of his mother, From
Splash and family.
FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy. is extended ta

the antire Fitzgerald family on
the death of his mother. From
Paddy Burke.

FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the entire Fitzgerald family on
the death of his mother. From
Marian Burke and family.
FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the Fitzgerald family, Belfast,
on the death of their mother.
From Mike McKee and family.
FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the Fitzgerald family, Belfast,
on the death of their mother.
From Eilish McGettigan and
family, Shannon, County Clare.
FITZGERALD. Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Fitzy and
the Fitzgerald family, Belfast:
on the death of their mother.
From the Terence McSweeney
Sinn Féin Cumann, Shannon,
County Clare and friends.
MORRISON. Deepest sympathy
is extended to Charlie Morrisor
Shannon and the Morrison fami-
ly, Derry, on their recent bereave-
ment. From the Terencé
McSweeney Sinn Féin Cumanty
Shannon, County Clare an!
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@ Unwelcome visitors in uniform are advised to study closely the
rules of the road in South Armagh.

HE HARDSHIPS OF EVERYDAY LIFE for

British soldiers in South Armagh were featured
in a recent series of reports in the South Wales
Evening Post, one of those frontline tales of blood,
sweat and tears about squaddies surviving on the
edge in the heart of Irish Bandit Country. You've
read it all before on the back of Gerald Seymour
thrillers.

New Zealand-born journalist Linley Boniface joined
the Welsh Gunners, four months into their tour of
occupation on the border. Introducing the series, the
paper claimed that “living in cramped and primitive
barracks, which are prime targets for IRA attack, the

@ Gunner Mark Young

Welsh Gunners are dealing with an enemy whose
declared goal is to cripple the commercial centres of
Ireland”.

Some of us thought that the IRA’s immediate goal was
to cripple and drive out Britain’s military machine in Ire-
land, but what would we republicans know?

Colonel Steve Thomas, the regiment’s commanding
officer, regards the South Armagh IRA as “the most effec-
tive terrorist group in the world”, with tactics changing
constantly. According to Boniface, “only soldiers with
specialist training are allowed to go into the many derelict
houses, barns and pigsties in Armagh, which make perfect
sites for booby traps”. Dead sheep, footballs, traffic cones,
hay bales and even porn magazines have been used to
conceal IRA booby traps, reports Boniface.

The squaddies, most from Swansea, told Boniface how
they have gotten used to children spitting at them in the
street and how on republican estates “the tension can feel
as real as a knife held to your shoulder blades”. Linley
may get a cheap thriller out of her trip yet.
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SINN FEIN NATIONAL DRAW
PRIVATE MEMBERS

PRIZTS
ROR BV WEBES

COMMENCEMENT DATE: SATURDAY, 2 OCTOBER 1993

£1 O’,
New Car

TICKETS £10 EAC{I
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Contact:

Sinn Féin Ard Oifig
Tel: 8726100/
8726932
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Thursday, 1

® Gunners Simon Griffiths and
Nigel Marley ® Gunner Paul Mathias

The troops long for the relative luxury and comfort of
Bessbrook Barracks but “parts of the surrounding area are
considered so hostile that soldiers venture out only by
helicopter”. Even then two are needed, one extra to stand

uard.
2 The monotony of living in cramped conditions after
shifts of 13 hours also tells. “The lads get on well most of
the time, but when you're fed up with being surrounded
by people, you can’t even walk down to the shops for a
few minutes,”” moaned Gunner Paul Mathias, from Mor-
riston in Swansea.

In Keady, South Armagh, according to one soldier, “the
locals wouldn’t cross the street to put us out if we were on
fire".

“I haven’t found a single person here who is willing to
give me the time of day.” Well done Keady.

But the contradictory role which the army is supposed
to perform, in line with current British policy of denying
that a war exists while deploying soldiers on the streets, is
also evident. According to Boniface, some of the soldiers
“believe that they are being forced to act like police offi-
cers instead of soldiers. Others talk of a tremendous feel-
ing of relief when the hostile undercurrent, flares into
terrorist violence and they are able to respond.”

Colonel Thomas felt that it would be impossible to
defeat the IRA “unless the law is changed to enable us to
prosecute terrorists without having to provide inordinate
amounts of evidence".

“I'know the names of virtually every terrorist responsi-
ble for every incident in Armagh over the past 12 months
and they’re walking around town poking their tongues
out at us,” he claimed.

4 Give him the tried and trusted shoot-to-kill policy any
ay.

Many of the officers, speaking off the record, admitted
that they would prefer if the troops were pulled out. Others
want intemment, in the naive words of one, “to allow us to
concentrate on the big boys rather than putting up a check-
point to stop Mrs Miggins on her way to the pie shop”.

But after playing their part in trying to subjugate the
natives, many of the soldiers, like their US counterparts in
Vietnam, have trouble readjusting to life at home. Hence
the colourful litany of crimes committed by soldiers and

Idiers as regularly ded on this page. According
to Lance Bombardier Martin Allen, from Swansea: “Some-
times I feel like a stranger in my own town.”

Sergeant Simon Adams, also from Swansea and on his
second tour of occupation, complained:

“Six months is too long to be away. I think more about
th'e risks now and I worry about my daughter growing up
without me.

The Welsh ch of the provides th
startling and contradictory clash of identities. One
sergeant major took umbrage at being called an English-
man, proudly displaying his Welsh Dragon insignia and
claiming “we’re all Celts here”, as his men trained their
sights on the hostile natives, Celts all.
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YESTERDAY'S 'TERRORIST'...

M BY ART Mac EOIN

R:PEATING COUNTLESS PRECEDENTS throughout modern
istory and in all corners of the globe, the Israclis, the United
States, the EC and the Western media have transformed their
portrayal of Yasser Arafat from “terrorist godfather” to statesper-
son. They have switched from berating the PLO as a gang of
“psycopathic gunmen” to recognising them as legitimate repre-
sentatives of the Palestinian people. As a consequence, their cari-
cature of Palestinians as “Muslim fanatics” has given way to a
description of a “long-suffering”, “oppressed” and “peace-lov-
ing people” — all in the space of a week.

Such a turnaround must make peo-
ple ask questions. Questions such as
how Western Jeaders and the West-
ern madia in general got it so wrong
for so long. If they were wrong on
the Palestinians, surely their judge-
ment and generously-offered advice
on other equally important issues,
must be called into question.

The wave of emotion, the sense
of ceremony and the realisation of
witnessing history in the making,
could not subdue the stench of
hypocrisy emanating from the South
Lawn at Washington’s White House.
The US President, in front of the
assembled US establishment, smiled
and shook hands with a man who
just weeks before, the US govern-
ment would not let set foot on US
soil. Yitzhak Rabin signed an inter-
national agreement with the head of
an organisation which days before,
he wanted the world to believe he
did not recognise at all and which
his government said were terrorists
and criminals.

Once again, the world watched
as yesterday’s 'terrorist' became
today’s statesperson. The irony of
the occasion cannot have been lost
in other parts of the world with par-
allel situations, least of all in Ireland.

As in South Africa, the recogni-
tion of one basic principle led to
agreement, a dramatic change in
international attitudes and for
many, raised the prospect of peace.
The principle was that governments
must talk to their political and mili-
tary opponents.

As with ruling elites everywhere,
the Israelis have been imbued with
an arrogance which would not let
them recognise Palestinian spokes-
people as political equals. Like the
White South African government,
they were forced to overcome such
arrogance.

Despite the fact that it is long
past the time for the British govern-
ment to concede that principle in
Ireland, that most arrogant of gov-
ermnments, increasingly out of touch
on the international stage, slogs
away with the failed politics of
refusing to talk. Instead, it continues
with the politics of repression, cen-
sorship, vilification and war.

Whatever the outcome of the
PLO/Israeli deal, the message
which emerges, as it has elsewhere,
is that discussion and inclusiveness
are the way forward in all conflicts.
It is a lesson for the learning, not
only for the British but also for the
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Dublin government, who can show
that they are genuine in seeking
peace in Ireland by removing Sec-
tion 31 and by recognising all elect-
ed representatives,

Thc PLO/Israeli agreement itself
was welcomed with momentous
celebrations in Jericho and many
parts of the Arab world by Palestini-
ans, who see the deal as a step
towards self-determination. But
such opinions are not universal
among the Palestinian people and
the signing was greeted also by
protests, one of which saw the death
of several demonstrators in Beirut.
The Palestinian fight for the right
to statehood has been long and
arduous. The defeat of the Turks in
1917 and their replacement by a
British administration, committed to
a homeland for the Jews in Pales-
tine, was the signal for an upsurge
in Jewish immigration. The Arabs
rose in revolt in 1929 and 1936 but
were weak and divided. Nazi Ger-
many’s genocidal treatment of Euro-
pean Jews gained a new wave of
sympathy for the cause of Zionism.
In 1948, the Zionists of Palestine
declared an Israeli state and fought
a war with Arabs, driving thou-
sands of Palestinians out of their
own country, taking over their land
and occupying their homes. The
United Nations estimated the num-
ber of refugees at around 770,000.
These dispossessed people and their
children settled on the borders of
the new Zionist state and have ever
since, tried to regain their home-
land. The PLO’s aim over many
years has been to replace the Zionist
state of Israel with a secular state of
Palestine, where Jews and Arabs
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is to be enacted. It is planned that
within two months an agreement
will be reached on a plan for Israeli
military withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip and Jericho area and that such
a withdrawal will be completed
within six months.

It is envisaged that within nine
months, there will be direct elections
for a representative council of Pales-
tinians with legislative powers. With
the inauguration of the council,
Israeli administration is to be dis-
solved. The Palestinian council then
assumes responsibility for internal
security. The Israelis will still con-
trol external security and be respon-
sible for Israeli settlers.

Between Israeli military with-
drawal and the inauguration of the
Palestinian council, Palestinians will
begin training a police force, as well
as taking responsibility for educa-
tion, health and welfare, taxation
and tourism.

When the Israeli army is finally
out of Gaza and Jericho, the plan
then is to begin negotiations on
issues such as Jerusalem, refugees,

could live in p ful
Such an aim is far from what has
now been agreed between Arafat
and Rabin.

More than 2.6 million Palestini-

- ans are still refugees. They languish

in refugee camps in Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan and in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, which the Israelis invad-
ed and occupied in 1967. The deal is
bitterly opposed by sections of
Palestinian political opinion who see
all over the world, precedents for

ts, security and borders
and that within five years, interim
home rule under the Palestinian
council will give way to a settlement
based on UN Resolutions 242 and
338.

UN Resolution 242 passed on
November 22 1967, called for Israeli
withdrawal from the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights,
Sinai and the Gaza Strip, all seized
by the Israelis in the June Six-Day
War. Resolution 338 was basically a
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recognising a people’s right to
ional self-determination.

On 13 October, a declaration of
principles on interim home rule

of 242 and was passed
during the Yom Kippur War
between Egypt/Syria and the
Israelis.

For the Palestinians who support
the deal, it makes sense only as a
first step towards an independent

Arafat— lrm‘n “terrorist godfather’ to ‘statesperson’, all in a week

A I

state including at least Easy
Jerusalem. But there is no guarantee
that this is the beginning of a pro-
cess in such a direction and the
Israelis will not countenance any
such idea. They envisage a confeder-
al or federal arrangement between
Jordan and other territories, from
which they might withdraw. They
are determined not to compromise
on East Jerusalem.

Despite the celebrations in Jeri-
cho, many other Palestinians
insist that the deal with the Israelis
is a betrayal. The PLO itself has split
with dissidents, accusing Yasser
Arafat of abandoning core princi-
ples. These include the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) led by George Habash and
members of the Damascus wing of
the Democratic Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, led by Nayef
Hawatmeh.

Other smaller groups which
oppose the deal include the Pales-
tine Liberation Front, led by Abbu
Abbas, the PFLP General Command
led by Ahmed Jibril, and Fatah
Uprising led by Abu Moussa.

The PLO has in recent years been
losing support in the occupied terri-
tories to the Islamic groups such as
Hamas, which have striven to give
leadership to the popular Intifada
uprising against Israeli military and
political repression. It seems the
fundamentalists have increasingly
outflanked the secular Palestinian
leadership in confronting the Israelis
through armed struggle. It was in
the context of this erosion of support
that the PLO began its negotiations
with the Israelis. But the outcome of
the deal may, paradoxically yet see
an increase in support for the funda-
mentalists among those Palestinians
who have vowed to oppose it.
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