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Newry
estate

The blaze of media atten-
tion on two men who
were ordered out of
Newry’s Drumalane estate
last week for anti-social
activities ignored the reac-
tion of the majority of resi-
dents there, hundreds of
whom demanded “hoods

@ John Donaghy is forced away by the RUC from the scene of

his brother Tommy's murder by pro-British forces g

HTERRO

“There is a clear pattern to these killings and it points firmly to collusion be-
tween the crown forces and the loyalists. Why are political leaders, powerful
churchmen and the media silent about this? This point needs to be made
forcefully and repeatedly because these same politicians, church leaders and
large sections of the media are involved in an ongoing campaign of vilifica-
tion against our party and its members and one of the logical consequences
of this campaign is the murder of our people.”
These were the words spoken at the graveside of Tommy
Donaghy, the Sinn Féin activist gunned down by a British-spon-
sored loyalist murder gang on August 16th. He was the second
Sinn Féin member assassinated by pro-British forces within a
week. His comrade P4draig O Seanachéin died at the hands of

loyalist gunmen on August 12th.

After Tommy Donaghy was
shot at his place of work at Kilrea,
County Derry, John Donaghy ar-
rived at the scene but when he
attempted to go to his fatally
wounded brother he was man-
handled by the RUC (above) who
forced him away.

ANTI-REPUBLICAN
PROPAGANDA

The words of Tommy Don-

aghy's former republican prison
comrade Jim Gibney, quoted
above, were echoed by Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams when he
placed the recent killings of Sinn
Féin members and other nation-
alists in the context of the height-
ened anti-republican propaganda
by the political and hierarchical
establishment:

“These attacks cannot be di-
vorced from the campaign of vili-

fication, censorship and misrep-
resentation of Sinn Féin in the
media or the protracted efforts by
anti-republican elements to de-
monise Sinn Féin activists. Those
involved in these campaigns
range from the British govern-
ment, across the political parties
from the unionists through ele-
ments of the SDLP and the
Dublin parties to church leaders,
sections of the media and of
course British-sponsored agen-
cies like the ‘Peace’ Train, FAIT
and their fellow-travelers.
“Regardless of who pulled the
trigger, all of them bear responsi-
bility for the attacks on our mem-
bers. They create the atmosphere

APPEASING

BRITIS

in which these attacks occur.
They cannot absolve themselves
from the deadly consequences of
their rhetoric.”

Calling for “calm and re-
straint” Adams said that republi-
cans must “never give any credi-
bility to British government
efforts to present republican ac-
tions as sectarian”. He pointed to
the need for a real peace process
and later in the week announced
that he had written to the British
and Irish governments, and to
political parties, trade union and
church leaders in both countries
with a view to seeking open-end-
ed discussions on the conflict
and the “development of a peace
process capable of achieving the
political conditions necessary for
an end to violence".

It is on their response to these
calls for dialogue without pre-
iti that those politici
and clerics who shout loudest
about ending violence and bring-
ing peace, should now be judged.

out”. See page 4.
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Drugs lies
exposed

Recent efforts to smear the
IRA with allegations of in-
volvement in the drugs
trade have shown the
worst aspects of media
distortion. AP/RN investi-
gates. See pages 8/9.

Youths
tortured

The renewed use of bru-
talisation by the RUC in
their interrogation centres
has been dramatically
highlighted in the case of
Damien Austin who was
among a number of young
Belfast people arrested
and ill-treated in the last
week. See page 5.
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TWO DIE IN

murdered by a loyal
four-monlh-old'son
victim, Martin O'Prey

@ (Above left) Tommy

Sinn Féin qclivi;(
|h§ pictured with his
s ond loyalist

Donaghy, 4
ist death squ:
lSseain (above) The sec!

FURTHER WAVE OF

BRITISH-INSPIRED
TERROR

A RENEWED wave of intense activity by unofficial
death squads, inspired by, and acting with, direct
collusion from official British forces, has left two
men dead and has led to increased fear among
northern nationalists that a serious escalation of re-
pression and terror is under way.

The latest killings, in Belfast and
County Derry, came at the end of a
week in which loyalists killed two
nationalists, one a member of Sinn
Féin, and wounded two others in an
attack upon a minibus carrying
women and children to visit republi-

can prisoners. The two deaths also
came as loyalists, in three other in-
cidents, attempted to kill national-
ists in Belfast.

The first in the series of four at-
tacks came shortly after 8am on
Friday, August 16th, when two gun-

men, wearing balaclavas and com-
bat jackets, opened fire on 38-year-
old Thomas Donaghy as he arrived
for work at the Portna Fishery near
the village of Kilrea in County Derry.
Thomas, who had served a 19-year
prison sentence and who had been
released from Long Kesh in 1989,
was a member of Sinn Féin and had
been the subject of death threats
and harassment from the crown
forces, who had informed him that
his details had been leaked to loyal-
ists.

An eyewitness to the shooting
described how the gunmen
emerged from behind a shed just as
Thomas parked his Citreon Visa car.
They shouted a warning to the wit-
ness to stay put or be shot and then

® Tommy Donaghy's coffin is carried by Councillors Francie Molloy (left) and Brendan Curran, and by Wes

Belfast MP Gerry Adams

walked to within feet of their victim
to shoot him in the head and chest.
The gunmen then fled on foot along
the banks of the River Bann.

Pointing out that the death of
Thomas Donaghy brought to 13 the
number of party members to have
been killed by British forces or their
allies — loyalist paramilitaries —
Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
said:

“In almost all these cases infor-
mation on the victims had come
from British crown forces files...
This murder cannot be divorced
from the campaign of vilification,
censorship and misrepresentation
of Sinn Féin or from the multi-
faceted efforts by anti-republican el-
ements to demonise Sinn Féin.

_"T_hose involved range from
unionists through to elements of
the SDLP and Dublin parties to
C_hurch leaders, sections of the me-
dia an_d of course state-sponsored
agencies like New Consensus and
FAII and their fellow travellers,

. "Regardless of who pulled the
Lr]?gerf all of them bear a responsi-
i or atta
They crea(ec:(:e‘):t?v:jcr)sm‘:\mbe(&
which they oceyr.” gl

CROWN FORCES
COLLUDE |y
vBELFAST KILLING
Within hours of the killing of

omas Donaghy, loyalists, with

cle: i
ar connivance if not active assis-

member of the |
a British army wa
bristles with s i
ment.

O'Prey was in the | ;
his Ardmoulin Terrace I n&’%m
he recently moveq with"}"?e !
Yvonne and his SGVen[s pam’u
step-daughter Doreep) Yeq,, !
killers entered from the r\Nher, bi
house. €ar of lh.

An eyewitness 10 the 1. 4
who was visiting the p, * klllin!l
time, recounted what p, " 3 th,
and O'Prey were in the o oed, po
room with young Doree,., ont
gunmen burst int the o
shouted “right yoy baStard?-m'
he and his accomplice % beg,’
hitting their victim jp - fr
chest and neck. The Viﬂim'e hEad'
ter, with whom he was p:dﬁug}p
the time was also strycy Ochlf\Q a
hand but was not serig,, 5
No attempt was made to
second man present,

As the gunmen fleg
O'Prey’s partner Yvonne
the stairs only to be pyng|
ground. The assailants (4, o
the back gate and jumpeq into pr
Ford Sierra which wag driven ?'E
the scene by a third man, fom

Wltnessgs on the Fa|g Roag
spoke of seeing the car veer at high
speed into Northumber|ang Sueg
with the gunmen Ia“ghing anedz
cheering. Here it would haye had 1o
negotiate security barriers and
surveillance cameras before th,
gunmen dumped it in Croslang
Court.

Local anger at the obvioys con-
nivance of crown forces in th,
killing led to.local residents organis-
ing an anti-collusion picket op
Wednesday, August 21st, at the foq
of the Divis Tower flats complex
which houses the British army ob-
servation post which would haye
had a full view of Martin O'Prey's
killers entering and leaving their
victim’s home.

Articulating local feeling area
Sinn Féin Councillor Fra McCann
said: “This killing like that of taxi-
man Tommy Hughes on July 18th,
took place in full view of the battery
of surveillance equipment on top of
Divis Tower and both took place on
days when the normally heavy
crown forces presence in this area
was conspicuous by its absence.
Both victims were also the subject
of death threats and harassment by
the crown forces.”

SI,Y i"ime;
fire on lhe.

the hoyy,
ran g
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ATTEMPTED KILLINGS

Friday evening was also to se¢ 2
North Belfast man escape with his
life when the weapon being used'by
his would-be killers failed to fire.
The man, who asked not to b¢
named, was walking along Churchil
Street in the New Lodge Rgad ared
having returned from a night ot
when a gold-coloured car drew
alongside him. The back seat pas
senger in the vehicle produceda.
handgun and made several at
tempts to shoot the man. SPeak’"g
after his ordeal the man Veve?'e[
that he ran off just as the assal"a‘;‘s
again attempted to clear i
weapon for firing. The car use“‘o_
the abortive shooting sped o ©
wards the Shankill area. ;

On Saturday morning, Augh::
17th, a similar set of circurns!f”';cfr
was to save the lives of W0 ffat"f’at
alists working in an estate a%cn"me
Cliftonville Circus which border®”
Oldpark area.

The two men had just 3
work when two youths entered‘ i
office. One produced 3 hance-
and shouted “this is for Yo! ©
bastards”, he then attempted ! e
but fled the scene when the V_V“Pme
jammed, making off on foot into ¥
Oldpark area.

rrived for
theil




Thg RUC were in the vicinity of the
sfyoolmg at around 8.30am but
Padraig's mother, Mary, was unaware
of her son's death until friends arrived
at her home just after 10am.

The Shanaghan home sits on a
farm of dry arable land in a predomi-
nantly loyalist area and from there as a
boy Péadraig attended Scraghy primary
school and then St Eugene’s sec-
ondary in Castlederg. Friends from this
period recall how on one occasion at
the latter school Paddy, as he was
commonly known, received a severe
beating at the hands of loyalists, a
common enough occurrence for local
nationalists.

On leaving school he worked at a
variety of jobs while always helping
with work at home on the farm. At the
time of his death he was employed by
the Department of the Environment as
a driver based in Castlederg.

Harassment and death threats
from uniformed loyalists, many of
whom know the Shanaghan family
personally, were a constant feature of
Padraig’s life, but in spite of a long

reign of terror and threats, against
himself and his family, he refused to
be moved and would never apologise
for his republican beliefs.

Padraig was a member of Sinn
Féin having joined the party during
1980. He contributed much during
elections throughout the 1980s and al-
ways participated in the local Easter
commemoration at Aghyaran where
he took great pride in reciting prayers
for the dead in Irish.

In 1989, he survived an attempt on
his life at his home and was also
among the mourners who came under
attack in Milltown Cemetery at the fu-
nerals of the Gibraltar Martyrs.

LOVED MUSIC

Paddy was a member of
Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann and will
be forever remembered for his love of
Irish dancing which he practiced and
taught at cultural gatherings through-
out Ireland. Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann
this weekend in Sligo will be the poor-
er for his absence, as this was always
one of the high points of his year.
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Padraig O Seanachain
— devoted to the land he loved

PADRAIG O SEANACHAIN’S 33rd birthday on Sunday, August
""‘: Wwas spent on the family farm baling hay amid the green
sloping fields of Aghnahoo, beside Leitrim Hill and the home
vtlhnch he had refused to leave in spite of long-term intimida-
tion. The next morning, less than a mile from the farm near
the village of Killen, he was shot dead by loyalists acting on in-
formation from within the British forces.

B il L
® PADRAIG O SEANACHAIN

On Wednesday morning, August
14th, Paddy’s coffin covered in his own
Tricolour was carried from his home to
the bottom of the family lane which
was lined with hundreds of mourners
including republicans from across
Ireland. At all times, RUC Land Rovers
hemmed in the mourners while hun-
dreds of others in uniform and plain
clothes gathered around Aghyaran
Cemetery where they took hundreds of
photographs of the mourners.

The case of this young republican
must not be allowed to be interred
with his remains. It is a matter of pub-
lic record how his adult life was a
litany of arrests, assaults, raids, ha-
rassment and death threats. Those

® Relatives and friends carry the coffin of Padraig O Seanachain

who eventually killed him may not
have worn the uniform of the crown at
the time but their information came di-
rectly from within the crown forces.
Padraig O Seanachain, republi-
can, Irishman, political and cultural
activist, understood his country’s his-
tory which has seen many genera-

tions driven from the land and he
lived his life determined to demand
freedom ar d justice, whatever the
cost. Peace is now with him and his
spirit will continue to encourage oth-
ers to win the freedom and peace
that he occasionally glimpsed in the
fields of his beloved Aghnahoo.

Tommy, born and raised at the
family home in the village of Kilrea,
had as normal a life as any other
young lad from the village attending
the one and only school for national-
ists known simply as the Crossroads
school, Kilrea. But as he entered his
early teens events in the corrupt
statelet into which he had been born
began to have their effect.

In his early teens he was to wit-
ness the beginnings of the nationalist
uprising in the Six Counties and was
to be involved with others of his fami-
ly and neighbours in the early Civil
Rights campaign.

On turning 18 Tommy, like many

WHEN unofficial state-sponsored killers, acting on information
supplied from within the official state forces, cut down 38-
year-old Tommy Donaghy on Friday, August 16th, they killed a
man who had dedicated his entire adult life to the cause of
lasting and genuine peace and freedom for his people.

others of his generation, joined the
ranks of Oglaigh na hEireann in re-
sponse to the unleashing of war on
his people by the British forces and
their loyalist allies. For the next three
years he was to serve in the ranks of
the IRA with great distinction until in
July 1974 he was arrested and
brought to Long Kesh where he
joined hundreds of other nationalists
as an internee. Tommy was among
the last of those to be released when
internment was suspended in late
1975. Immediately he rejoined the
ranks of Oglaigh na hEireann and
again found himself playing a lead-
ing role in fighting the forces of occu-

Tommy Donaghy

pation in hi: native County Derry.

At Easter 1977 Tommy was on an
IRA operation. He was with an ASU
planning to engage crown forces
when they were surrounded by units
of the British army at Slaughtneil near
Maghera, the spot where not long af-
terwards his comrade Francis Hughes
was to be shot and captured. Tommy
was arrested and eventually sentenced
to 19 years imprisonment. His arrival
in l.ong Kesh coincided with the esca-
laticn in the blanket protest and
Tommy immediately joined his strug-
gling comrades and was to spend
three and a half years on the protest
before the hunger strike ended
Britain’s attempts at criminalisation.

NEVER MISSED A TASK

On his eventual release in July
1988 Tommy joined the John McGinn
Sinn Féin Cumann in Kilrea and be-

came one of the driving energies be-
hind every facet of republican work in
his local area. He was particularly ac-
tive on prison issues but his activity
ranged across the whole spectrum of
political work. He was conscientious in
his work and never missed any task.

Shortly after his release Tommy
met Joan McCloskey; the couple set
up home together and were to be-
come inseparable partners. They only
recently celebrated the birth of their
son Sean Og.

Recently Tommy acquired employ-
ment at Portna Fisheries not far from
his home village and the routine in-
volved in going to and coming from
work was to leave him open for regu-
lar abuse and attention from the
crown forces. He had received numer-
ous death threats from this quarter
and had on several occasions been in-
formed by the RUC that his detailed
security file had been ‘leaked’ to loyal-
ists.

As Tommy arrived for work on
Friday gunmen acting on this crown
force information cut him down. The
Republican Movement has lost a dedi-

® TOMMY DONAGHY

cated member, his family a loved son,
father and partner. To his father John,
his brothers John and Gerry, his sis-
ters Mary and Ann and most impor-
tantly to his partner Joan and infant
son Sean the Republican Movement
extends deepest sympathy.

Tommy who was shot dead as he
arrived for work on Friday, August

Communities
In mourning

MOURNERS arriving for the wake and funeral of assassi-
nated Sinn Féin activist Tommy Donaghy in Kilrea on
Sunday, August 18th, were forced into running a gauntlet
of both physical and verbal abuse from scores of RUC and
British army personnel who had swamped the area in a
blatant display of sectarian bigotry.

lined with mourners to St Mary’s
Church for funeral Mass.

16th, was ded a full

funeral in accordance with his own
wishes and those of his family. At
shortly after 10am his Tricolour-draped
coffin, preceded by a lone piper and
followed by a large crowd of mourn-
ers, left the family home, closely
hemmed in by crown forces, and
made its along a two mile long route

in the adjoining ceme-
tery following the recitation of prayers,
the playing of a final lament and the
laying of wreaths on behalf of his fam-
ily circle, the leadership of the
Republican Movement, seven Sinn
Féin cumann, his employers and the
Basque liberation movement Herri
Batasuna, Jim Gibney, of Sinn Féin’s

OMMY & PADRAIG LAID TO RES

Six-County Executive, who spent
many years in prison with Tommy, de-
livered the graveside oration.

Jim paid tribute to Tommy describ-
ing him as someone whose “armour
was his beliefs, his bullets were his
words, spoken quietly but firmly”.

TERRIBLE BURDEN

Turning to his family’s loss Jim ob-
served that death, no matter how it
comes, is always a terrible burden, but
when it comes crashing down as did
Tommy’s it leaves family and friends
numb: “We will not pretend that the
republican community has not been
hurt by Tommy’s death. We won't pre-
tend that his death will not send shock
waves through across the nationalist
people of this area, of course it will.
We won't pretend that his killers have
not robbed Sinn Féin of a valuable
member, they have, but what we are
proud to say here alongside his family
is that our community produced a
man of the worth and stature of
Tommy Donaghy and that it continues

to produce men and women with the
fine and noble qualities and beliefs
that he displayed throughout his life.”

Referring to the circumstances of
Tommy’s murder Jim commented:
“Tommy was the 13th member of our
party to be murdered by pro-British
death squads: He was the second
member to be killed in a week.

“There is a clear pattern to these
killings and it points firmly to collusion
between the crown forces and the loy-
alists. Why are political leaders, pow-
erful churchmen and the media silent
about this? This point needs to be

14th, for the burial of Sinn Féin ac-
tivist, Padraig O Seanachain who was
gunned down by state-sponsored
killers near his family home on
Monday, August 12th.

Many mourners, among them
seven of Sinn Féin’s councillors in
the Six Counties, and members of
the Ard Chomhairle and Combhairle
na Sé Chondae, made their way
through a strong contingent of crown
forces to gather at the Shanaghan
family farm at Aghnahoo where
Padraig’s remains were being pre-
pared for removal to Aghyaran
Church and cemetery for funeral
Mass and burial. On the request of
family bers the funeral was con

made f; y and repeatedly be-
cause these same politicians, church
leaders and large sections of the me-
dia are involved in an ongoing cam-
paign of vilification against our party
and its members and one of the logi-
cal consequences of this campaign is
the murder of our people.”

O SEANACHAIN FUNERAL
A crowd of around 1000 mourners
turned out on Wednesday, August

ducted as a strictly private affair with
Patrick’s own tricolour being placed
on the coffin for a short period as it
made its way down the farm lane.

After a short journey to Aghyaran
Cemetery the crowd, under close
scrutiny from crown forces who pho-
tographed the entire proceedings, par-
ticipated in a short and private reli-
gious ceremony before dispersing
homewards.
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British sol

A B.ritish soldier attached to the Coldstream Guards
reglm_en} has become the latest trooper to lose his life
in Britain’s futile colonial war in the occupied Six

Counties.

The soldier, who was part of a
massive patrol operating in the
countryside between Newtown-
hamilton and Cullyhanna, South
Armagh on Saturday, August 17th,
had just entered a wooded area at
Carrickovaddy when IRA Vol s
detonated a massive landmine. He
died instantly.

CIVILIAN TRAGICALLY
KILLED

IRA military operations in the
Belfast Brigade area were over-
shadowed this week by the tragic
death of local man James Woods
who was caught up in an IRA
grenade attack on British soldiers in
West Belfast.

In a statement on the incident
the IRA said:

“On Thursday, August 15th, as
part of an operation mounted by

corner of Gortfin Street/Iris Street.
The Volunteers made their way,
armed with an improvised grenade,
to the side of a grass mound which
was between them and the two sol-
diers. One then inserted a detonator
into the grenade and lobbed it in
the direction of the soldiers. It ap-
pears that at this point James
Woods emerged from an alleyway
which runs between Oakman and
Gortfin Street and was fatally
wounded by shrapnel when the de-
vice exploded.

"“The Belfast Brigade deeply re-
grets James Woods' death and
wishes to apologise most sincerely
to his family.”

BELFAST OPERATIONS

On Friday, August 16th, at ten
minutes after midnight an impact
‘g’renade was thrown by IRA

our Vol s, a vehicle g
2 hoax device was driven into posi-
tion at Springfield Road RUC
Barracks. It was our intention to at-
tack soldiers involved in a clearance
operation.

“At approximately 9pm two of
our Volunteers spotted two British
soldiers crouched in position at the

NEWR!

| s at a group of RUC per-
sonnel who were firing plastic bul-
lets from behind railings at the
Gallagher York Gate complex in
Belfast’s North Queen Street. The
grenade exploded on impact with
the railings immediately beside the
RUC men. Shortly afterwards three
ambulances entered the complex.

'RESI

series of IRA ac-

ay @
The next day ax bombs across

jons involving ho )
g:?l!as( saw %riv_ish soldiers aer:‘({
RUC members come under conc e
ed attack. The wave of IRA 0{579 o
tions began when hundreds o
crown forc2s pcrsonnel began '(o
sponding to the first of what w[zmts
be a total of fifty hoax bomb aler i
many of which centred on Britis

army and RUC bases.

British soldiers and RUC person-
nel involved in clearance operations
came under attack at Henry Taggart
Base in New Barnsley v.vhcrc at
least one soldier was injured, at
Woodbourne Barracks near Suffolk,
at Oldpark Barrracks in North
Belfast, at Fort Whiterock on the
edge of the Turf Lodge estate, atthe
Belfast Law Courts and at North
Queen Street where five RUC men
were injured in @ gun and _grenadc
attack. One explosive device was
also thrown at Ballynafeigh
Barracks in Cast Belfast.

Further operations were
launched in Belfast on Tuesday,
August 20th. In the first of these
crown forces escaped injury when
an RPG rocket narrowly missed' an
armoured jeep before exploding
harmlessly on waste ground at the
Springfield Road. Volunteers en-
gaged in the operation also pgened
iire on the target patrol but it is not
believed that anyone was hit.

ANTI-REPUBL

ON SATURDAY, August 17th two Newry men, Liam
Kearns and David Madigan, whom the IRA have al-
leged to be part of a criminal gang in the Drumalane
housing estate in the town, went to Newry

They did so after a warning on
Tuesday, August 13th, that the IRA
was no longer prepared to stand
back and allow a group of criminals
to terrorise and intimidate the local
community. Their action in seeking
sanctuary also came at the behest
of an alliance of anti-republican
groups (most of which are spon-
sored by the British state) headed
by the Workers’ Party-front FAIT
(Families Against Intimidation and
Terror) who are cynically seeking to
exploit the Newry situation for their
own political purposes.

The original IRA action was ex-
plained in a detailed statement
which named six men, Kearns and
Madigan included, who were
warned to leave Newry by
Saturday, August 17th, or face “di-
rect military action”,

Three of the men left three days
before the Saturday deadline, one
subsequently appeared in a Dublin
court where he pleaded guilty to
stealing a car and drunk driving.
This individual, who had stolen a
vehicle on Thursday, August 15th,
and careered around Dublin in it,
was sentenced to three months
which was suspended conditional
on him complying with the court’s
order to leave the jurisdiction with-
in seven days!

Of the three who remained, one,
Hugh Brown, issued a public state-
ment disassociating himself from
FAIT and the Workers' Party, whom
he acknowledged were using him
for their own purposes, admitting

Cathedral and claimed sanctuary.

his involvement in “intimidation
and other incidents” and asking the
IRA to reassess his case.

COUNTER-DEMO

The other two, Kearns and
Madigan, first took part in a FAIT-
sponsored protest to Newry Sinn
Féin offices, on Wednesday, August
14th, which comprised a group of
some 40 people. Here they an-
nounced plans to hold a similar ral-
ly on Saturday, August 17th. In the
event this rally, again attended by
around 40 people and some 20 FAIT
supporters, was re-routed to Newry
Cathedral when news reached the
organisers that a crowd of over 400
people — many from the Druma-
lane estate — had gathered at the
Sinn Féin offices to hold a counter-
demonstration.

At the cathedral, in the words of
local Sinn Féin Councillor Brendan
Curran, the duo undertook “an in-
novative PR stunt which may win
them short-term media attention
but which is unlikely to win any
support for the pair from among
the community”,

Following the intervention of the
bitterly anti-republican Cardinal
Cahal Daly, who supported the
right of the pair to sanctuary,
Curran responded: "It is regrettable
that the cardinal has seen fit to em-
broil himself in this issue and to
take a position which is not sup-
ported by the vast majority of peo-
ple living in Drumalane. His deci-
sion to endorse the continued

presence of these men in the cathe-
dral is an interesting spectacle to
the many groups and individuals
who, over the years, have vainly
sought the support of his church in
opposing the abuses of the state.”

MEDIA CIRCUS HALTED

Responding to exactly those
sentiments, three members of the
family of murdered Sinn Féin ac-
tivist Tommy Casey, who have been
subjected to an ongoing campaign
of intimidation by the crown forces,
went into their local church in

e

ther attacks came
of the city when
ected simultane-

n force posi-
qu9|v e:‘g;zzvgall Pass bar-
nd at the central law ’
A total of 80 shots

Two 0
in the south
fire was dir

courts.
were fired.

DIRECT HIT
The Derry Briga.de of the(
|IRA have said t a.
Volunteers under thevr_com’
mand mounted a series of &
three attacks against crown :
forces over the past seven |
days. The operations camhc
on Wednesday, August 14th,
when a single grenade
scored a direct hit' on an RUC
armoured car which was pa-
trolling the Racecourse Road
area of Shantallow on §
Thursday, August 15th,
when a single grenade ex- §
ploded inside the RUC’s
Strand Road headquarters
and on Sunday, August 18th, ==
when a single mortar borr]b{ explod-
ed at the Bishop Street British army
base causing significant damage.

ARMAGH MORTAR
RUC personnel had a Iucky es-
cape in Armagh city on Friday,
August 16th, when the patrol car in
which they were travelling came

saying that they were much more
in need of church protection than
the Newry duo. This action which
came on Monday, August 19th, had
the effect of bringing the media cir-
cus which had been venting its
spleen on Sinn Féin to a sudden
and embarrassing halt.

For their part the IRA in South
Down issued a further statement to
the media on Monday saying: “As
and from noon on Saturday,
August 17th, Volunteers under our
command have been instructed to

1L is difficult to see
asa defender of th; ;!g:c
and oppressed Agamnst

the rich and powey 0

Sometimes | {zel that,
1 have achieved i
with my fife. - ,T‘Othmg

How wijl hist.

i or
seeme? How \uil |
be "¢'“¢"‘bcr¢d?

You're a high-ranking of]
Ina pretby powerfu
organisation.-

under attack in the
area of the city.

The armoured car was ust pase.
ing a spot known locally as Sherrys
Field when a single horizontal mor-
tar was launched. The device faileg
to properly impact on the vehicls
and the occupants escaped yp.
scathed.

Cathedra| Roag

take specified action against named
individuals who have disregarded a
directive from Oglaigh na hEireann,
supported by the vast majority of|
local people, to leave Newry.
Oglaigh na hEireann states that our|
actions will be taken at a time and
place of our choosing.

“We further call on all the peo-
ple of the area who have suffered
as a result of these individuals to
rally behind the groups and organi-
sations who have declared their in-
tent to cleanse the area of all ant-
social elements.”.

The Patro

2}
Saint of Hoods?




AS TEENAGERS in the Beechmount and Ballymurphy
areas of West Belfast continue to be targeted by the
RUC for intimidation, assault and arbitrary arrest, local
parents have held a series of pickets and protests to
highlight the victimisation of their children.

A picket of Grosvenor Road RUC
Barraicks, held by over 40 outraged
relatives on Monday, August 19th,
was followed two days later by a
picket of the Henry Taggart British
army Barracks, and came in the
wake of a sweep of arrests of young
people in Ballymurphy and Beech-
mount last week.

On Saturday, August 10th,
three teenagers from Ballymurphy
were charged in connection with a
bomb attack on a joint British
army/RUC patrol and are currently
being held in Crumlin Road Jail
awaiting trial. The sole ‘evidence’
against 18-year-olds Michael Beck
and Hugh McLaughlin, together
with 17-year-old Anthony Garland,
rests on incriminating statements
made during a series of brutal in-
terrogations over a five to six-day
period in Castlereagh Interroga-
tion Centre.

Following a pattern of brutality
which has become all too familiar in
Castlereagh over the last year, the
three teenagers complained of be-
ing repeatedly slapped and
punched on the back of the head,
inducing severe headaches, disori-
entation and confusion. They also
complained of having their testicles
squeezed and being threatened
with burns from a lighter.

Outraged local parents say that
the RUC are waging a campaign of
terror against their children, who
are continually harassed on the
streets, assaulted, arrested, tortured
and imprisoned. Since the charging
of the three Ballymurphy youths, a
further five young people have
been arrested and are currently be-
ing held in Castlereagh Interroga-
tion Centre, while the threat of ar-

® Parents from Beechmount and Ballymurphy have formed a group called Voice of the I;
RUC Iintimidation of youth

rest and incarceration has forced a
number of other young people to
leave their homes and go on the
run.

BEECHMOUNT

In a similar scenario in Beech-
mount, five young people were tak-
en from their homes and placed un-
der arrest last weekend and are
being held in Castlereagh. For fami-
lies living in the Beechmount area
of West Belfast, last week's arrests
were the latest in a series of arrests
and assaults of young people in
their community which began last
May with the arrest of 11 teenagers,
including two 15-year-old school
children.

Amidst allegations of torture
and ill-treatment during interroga-
tion, on the sole basis of so called
‘confessions’ four young men were

b tly charged in i
with the death of an RUC man and
moved to Crumlin Road Jail on re-
mand.

VOICE OF THE INNOCENT

In the wake of the terrorisation
and brutalisation of their children
by the RUC, parents from both the
Beechmount and Ballymurphy es-
tates in West Belfast, have come to-
gether to form a group to highlight
the plight of their children. The
group, calling itself, Voice of the In-
nocent met for the first time on

Monday, August 12th, and immedi-

ately organised a series of protests
and initiatives to highlight the cam-
paign against RUC intimidation of
youth.

Ballymurphy spokesperson,
Kevin Nolan said that the group,
which includes over 60 parents and
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Parents protest at
Victimisation
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©® The picket on Monday last, outside Grosvenor Road RUC Barracks, by relatives of young people from the
Ballymurphy and Beechmount areas who have recently been tortured by the RUC

relatives of young people experi-
encing RUC harassment, chose the
name Voice of the Innocent because
their children were innocent and the
parents were their only voice. He
continued:

“British crown forces are harass-
ing and assaulting our children on
the streets, arresting them from
their homes and terrorising and
brutalising them in Castlereagh.
Our young people should not have
to live in fear of assault, arbitrary
arrest, detention, torture and im-
prisonment.

"Parents in Ballymurphy and
Beechmount are determined to put
a stop to this campaign of terror un-
leashed by the RUC on our commu-
nities. We have been picketing bar-
racks. We have spoken to our MP,
Gerry Adams and we are contacting
Bishop Patrick Walsh of Down and
Connor. The group also intends to
ask Cardinal Daly to visit our com-
munity and hear our grievances.
We are our children’s only voice.
We are determined not to be si-
lenced.”

VICTIM DESCRIBES
TORTURE ORDEAL

HIGHLIGHTING the plight of young people in Beechmount in
May this year AP/RN carried an extensive interview with a
17-year-old college student, Damien Austin, who was one of
the eleven teenagers to be arrested, held and beaten in
Castlereagh Interrogation Centre, before being released with-
out charge. Now he has been held and tortured again, with a
court challenge to the ill-treatment leading to his release.

Over the last three months Damien
has been subjected to ongoing harass-
ment from the RUC on the streets near
his home and is currently pursuing
three cases of assault against the RUC.
In_last week’s sweep of arrests Damien
Austin was once again targeted by the
RUC and arrested from his home in the
early hours of Saturday morning. Forty-
eight hours after his arrest, Damien’s
family were informed by their solicitor,
that their son had been severely beaten.
This was confirmed by an RUC doctor
and later by the boy’s own doctor who
was allowed access to Damien on Mon-
day night. In the light of this, Damien’s
family issued a writ of Habeas Corpus
to force the RUC into producing their
son before a court.

At the court hearing, held in Belfast
High Court on Tuesday, August 20th,
presiding Judge Nicholson accepted an
undertaking by the RUC to suspend fur-
ther interrogations and adjourned the
hearing until the following day. Within
hours of the preliminary court hearing
Damien Austin was released without
charge.

SEVERELY BEATEN

Still visibly shaken a day after his re-
lease, Damien Austin told APRN how
he had been repeatedly beaten and
threatened by teams of RUC interroga
tors who told him that they were going
to “stitch him up” and lie, telling the
court that he had made a verbal admis-
sion of guilt during interrogation. Re-
peatedly punched in the stomach and
head, kicked in the groin, held by the
throat and choked, threatened with exe-
cution, disorientated and afraid, Damien
was told by his interrogators that all he
needed to do was to say he was “sorry"”.
Damien continues:

“The beatings started during the
first i gation. The chair | was sit-

ting on was pulled from under me and |
fell to the ground. | was dragged up,
punched, kicked and choked. | was inter-
rogated by eight RUC men working in
teams of two. | was beaten by all of
them but one. | was interrogated from
8.30am until midnight every day, with
only a short break at midday and
around teatime. In one interview, a de-
tective shook me by the head and pulled
my ears back. He pulled my ears so far
back one started to bleed (because of a
prior injury, one ear had four stitches).
The RUC man pulled my injured ear so
hard two of the stitches came out and
the ear bled severely, covering the front
of my T-shirt with blood.”

Amid severe physical brutality,
Damien was also subjected to
psychological stress. He was told by his
interrogators that they would make him
“go mental”. Damien was also subject-
ed to death threats. He was told that the
RUC would take him to the back of the
yard and shoot him, that he would be
shot dead before Christmas and his fa-
ther would be killed alongside him.

AMNESTY ADOPTS CASE

During his four-day ordeal in
Castlereagh, Damien Austin was seen
by four RUC doctors, all of whom con-
firmed his allegations of ill-treatment.
After frequent rep!
licitor, Damien was
GP, who examined his patient accompa
nied by RUC Doctor Loan. Both doctors
confirmed that Damien was being sub-
jected to ill-treatment.

After detailed analysis of Damien’s
case and in close consultation with the
Six-County based Committee for the Ad-
ministration of Justice, the human
rights group Amnesty International in-
formed the Austin family that their or-
ganisation would be formally adopting
Damien’s case for investigation.
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New Lodge
Mother
fargeted

A YOUNG MOTHER with
two children, Bernadette
O’Neill, from the New
Lodge Road area of North
Belfast, has become the lat-
est target for the RUC in
their ongoing attempts to
force members of the com-
munity into informing on
their friends and neigh-
bours.

Bernadette (21), a single parent,
was asked to attend North Queen
Street RUC barracks on Monday, Au-
gust 19th, allegedly in connection
with a civil action against her. On ar-
rival at North Queen Street barracks,
Bemadette was taken to an interroga-
tion room where she was introduced
1o a Detective Constable Kelso. Kelso
quite bluntly told her that he could ar-
range to have the charges against her
quashed if she was prepared to sup-
ply the RUC with information on re-
publicans in the New Lodge area. She
was told to “take a week or so” to
think it over.

On her release, Bernadette, al-
though still shaken by the ordeal, im-
mediately contacted a Sinn Féin rep-
resentative in the local advice office.

Sinn Féin candidate in the forth-
coming North Belfast by-election, Joe
Austin, who also met with Bernadette
ONeill, advised her to contact a solic-
itor and lodge an immediate com-
plaint against the RUC. Commenting
on the latest exposure of the RUC's
obnoxious informer policy Joe Austin
said:

“The RUC prey on people they
identify as particularly vulnerable
within our communities. Using a
combination of threats and bribery,
the RUC attempt to entrap people into
acting as informers in complete disre-
gard of the stress and danger into
which they are placing their victim.
Bernadette O’Neill, a young single
mother, living alone, refused to be
drawn into the RUC's web of intrigue |
and corruption, instead she immedi- |
ately made her predicament known
by contacting local Sinn Féin repre- J
sentatives and her solicitor. | would |
advise anyone who is unfortunate |
enough to find themselves in a simi- |
lar situation to do the same.” |

r
elections — have
you claimed your

right to vote?
Were you born in the Six
Counties and if so are
you registered to vote in
Westminster elections?

The deadline for registra-
tion — the end of the month
of August — is now ap-
proaching. If you live in the
26 Counties and have left
the Six Counties within the
last 20 years you are entitled
to vote in elections to the
Westminster parliament.
Please contact Sinn Féin
Head Office IMMEDIATELY
for more information.

Sinn Féin

44 Parnell Squal

Dublin 1.

Phone 726100/726932
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A GANG of RUC men launched a vicious attack, severe-
ly beating three South Armagh men, as they made their
way home on Friday evening, August 16th.

Shortly after 11pm a group of
RUC men travelling in three cars
drove into Camloch, South Armagh.
As the bulk of people left for home
and the streets began to clear, the
RUC launched a calculated and vi-
cious assault on three young men.
Twenty-three-year-old Jim Evans
spoke of his ordeal to AP/RN.

“l was standing outside the Vil-
lage Inn when six RUC men at-
tacked me with batons.” In the fe-
rocity of the attack Evans said that
he fell to the ground. “| was repeat-
edly kicked and almost lost con-
sciousness. | was very dazed but |
remember being dragged into a car
and driven to Bessbrook barracks. |
was not arrested, | was just dragg-
ed into the car and forcibly driven
away.”

“At the barracks, having recov-
ered consciousness, | realised that
my nose and face were bleeding
heavily and | asked to see a doc-
tor.”

ANOTHER BEATING
The injured man’s request for a
doctor was to earn him another
beating from his RUC captors, after
which Evans was told to “clean
himself up if he wanted to be re-
leased". After his release Evans

made his way immediately to Daisy
Hill hospital. X

"I was detained at the hospital
for over five hours while doctors
examined X-rays of my chest and
back and monitored my condition. |
required three stitches to a wound
in my head.”

In similar assaults by the same
RUC gang two other men, both(ln
their early 20s, were battered with
boots and batons. Peter McParland
required immediate hospital treat-
ment and received nine stitches to a
head wound, and John Goodfellow
suffered severe bruising to his left
arm and back.

Despite the fact that none of the
three men were at any time during
the assault placed under arrest by
their RUC attackers, all three were
forcibly taken to Bessbrook bar-
racks, from where they were later
released. All three men are current-
ly seeking legal advice in relation to
their assault and illegal detention.
Commenting on the attack, local
Sinn Féin Councillor Connor Mur-
phy asked whether “in the wake of
such a malicious and calculated at-
tack upon the Camloch community,
will Cahal Daly be publicly con-
demning the RUC perpetrators of
this crime”.

® Jim Evans — the young Armagh man was one of the victims of the RUC

attack on Camloch residents

©® A week after the loyalist killing of Padraig O Seanacl

hain the people of

Casllederg are once again under attack from the crown forces

CROWN CURFEW
AND RAIDS IN
CASTLEDERG

SINN FEIN Councillor for Castlederg, Charlie McHugh, has
slammed the crown forces following the imposition of 2
vmu?' curfew of nationalist sections in the town by 2
massive crown forces raiding party which entered t.l?e
area less than a week after loyalists killed local Sinn Féin

activist Padraig 0 Seanachain.

Hundreds of crown forces personnel
carrylpg digging equipment moved in
after first light on Tuesday, August 20th
and began entering nationalist homes m’
one of the most extensive search opera-
tions mounted in the town in recent
years Randmg continued throughout the
day and into the night.

As darkness fel| the crown forces re-
treated to barracks only to re.

British Operation is st
APRN goes to print.
Commentin,
tlederg, Charlie
“It is gallin,
can be so blata

ill under way as

9 on the invasion of Cas-
McHugh saig.

® CHARLIE McHUGH m th
that they had nothing to fear Vlst e
sponsors within the crown ’mteevc
to reinforce that message, We U beind
munity are under attack and aré
subjected to virtual martial la¥
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BY LIAM O COILEAIN
;RE_SSURE is growing on the

ublin government to put up and
Eav up, following the European
: ourt of Justice’s decision that
rlslj women were discriminated
ag'alnst because the government
fallefi to implement an EC equali-
ty directive on time. It is estimat-
ed that 40,000 Irish women are
owed some £200 million in social
welfare back payments since the
?uropean Court of Justice ruled
in favour of Ann Cotter and
Norah McDermott earlier this
year.

The case i§ centred around the European
Community Directive on Equal Treatment of
Men Vand Women in matters of Social
Security, agreed by the EC member states in
1978. It stipulated that all member states
wogld abolish sexual discrimination in their
social welfare systems within six years.

: The crying need for the directive was ob-
vious. At the time married women were dis-
criminated against in social welfare pay-
ments in a number of ways. Married women
were only entitled to unemployment benefit
for 12 months as against 15 for men. Married
women in receipt of unemployment benefit,
disability benefit, injury benefit, invalidity
benefit and unemployment supplement were
all paid £5 a week less than their male coun-
terparts. It was harder for married women to
qualify for unemployment assistance and
any d dant all pay for their
spouses or certain child allowances.

But the 26-County government only intro-
duced the necessary legislation to comply
with the directive in 1985 and it wasn't until
the following year that these most obvious
aspects of discrimination against married
women were finally ended.

REFUSED TO RECOMPENSE

However the government, despite its ille-
gal delay in implementing the EC directive
on equality, refused to recompense the esti-
mated 40,000 women who were discriminat-
ed against while in receipt of various social
welfare payments in the period between
December 1984 and when the necessary
amending legislation came into effect in
1986.

1

i

MARRIED WOMEN URGED

LAIM
YOU

DUE
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The Free Legal Advice Centres (FLAC)
helped two women, Ann Cotter and Norah
McDermott, take a case against the govern-
ment, starting a protracted legal battle. In
January 1985, the High Court referred the
case to the European Court of Justice. In
March 1987, this court decided in favour of
the women. The case then went back to the
Dublin High Court which found that the
women were entitled to claim their arrears.
The state appealed this decision to the
Supreme Court, which, in September 1989,
referred the case back to the Court of Justice
to settle further questions which had arisen
in the case. Although, during the course of
the case, the Dublin government conceded
that the arrears in social welfare payments
were due to the two women, it has stubborn-
ly refused to compensate the thousands of
other women affected.

COMPLAINT LODGED
In February 1991 FLAC lodged a com-
plaint with the European Commission (EC),
claiming that the 26-County government had

breached the Treaty of Rome by not imple-
menting the directive on time and by not
paying up. In March 1991 the EC said that it
was starting proceedings against the 26-
County government because of its failure to
comply with EC law. If the government fails
to comply within two months with the steps
the EC will recommend later this year, the EC
will initiate proceedings against the state in
the Court of Justice.

In March the European Court of Justice
ruled again in favour of the two women and
on June 6th the state finally paid them their
money. In July the court further ruled, in a
case taken by another Irish woman, that the
Irish courts were not entitled to impose any
time limits on the claims of married women
for arrears. The Dublin government now has
no excuse for refusing to pay up, says FLAC,
which has worked long and hard to publici

to court to claim their entitlements, 1,900 of
these being initiated through FLAC. Although
the administrative headache of processing
so many cases is over, Eamonn Carroll, of
FLAC's head office in Dublin, told AP/RN that
the office receives an average of 40 calls a
day from married women looking for advice
on how to claim their entitlements. The or-
ganisation has been so flooded with such
queries that its other areas of work have suf-
fered. He expressed satisfaction that such a
high percentage of the women have taken
action to claim their dues. Aside from those
women who have taken cases, many more
women have written to the Department of
Social Welfare claiming their arrears.

CAMPAIGN NEEDED

FLAC is hosting a seminar on Wednesday,
September 11th from 10am-1pm at 48 Fleet
Street, Dublin, where the Irish National
Organisation for the Unemployed (INOU) is
based. With the INOU and the Council for the
Status of Women, FLAC will brief women’s
groups, welfare organisations, trade unions,
other voluntary organisations and interested
parties on the case and it hopes that a cam-
paign can be launched to put public pressure
on the government to cough up what it
owes. One major problem facing claimants is
that although every one of the government’s
legal arguments failed, the European Court
of Justice has the power only to order pay-
ment in individual cases. That is why a cam-
paign is necessary to secure payment for ev-
erybody. Eamonn Carroll of FLAC said that
the seminar will hear the concern of groups
such as the INOU that the money, when
eventually paid, may only be given in a rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul manner, ie., taking it
from the existing social welfare budget.

The Dublin government has details of all
the married women who could have claimed
on file and FLAC is urging that those files be
gone through and each woman paid what
she is owed. Official stinginess seems to be
the only obstacle remaining.

FLAC is urging any married woman who
feels she is due arrears to contact the
Department of Social Welfare directly, in
writing, stating her RSI number, the benefit
she was claiming b D ber 1984

the case, but the non-governmental organi-
sation does not have the resources to pursue
more cases.

There are currently an estimated 3,000
women who have already, or are about to go

and May 1986, and informing them that she
is claiming arrears for that period. It advises
married women to contact a solicitor or the
state’s Legal Aid Board for representation in
any action against the department.

BOYCOTT THE NO

A BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN in protest against the sec-
tarian employment record of the Northern Bank was
announced this week. Equality, the newly-formed
campaign for justice in Six-County employment, has
called on bank users to transfer their accounts from
the Northern to other banks and to refuse to use the

banknotes it prints.

RTHERN BAN

It has also asked customers to
cancel their Access or Mastercard
credit cards obtained through the
Northern and take a credit card
from any other company. The cam-
paign intends to target other dis-
criminatory employers similarly in
the future.

The Northern Bank has an outra-
geous record of discrimination.
Only 16% of its employees are
Catholics. But, among more senior
posts, the ratio of bias is even
worse. At the Northern Bank, a
mere 8% of branch managers and
14% of assistant managers are from
the nationalist community. In a
state where Catholics number
around 40% of the population, it is

not hard to see the deliberate hand
of discrimination behind these fig-
ures,

Equality is this week distributing
some 10,000 leaflets throughout the
Six Counties, explaining its boycott
programme. It points out that "re-
fusing Northern banknotes symbol-
ises our refusal to accept discrimi-
nation and economic inequality”.
The nature of the campaign will
permit everyone in the nationalist
community, including the young
unemployed who have some eco-
nomic muscle, and people of good-
will in all sections of the local and
international communities, to play
active roles.

Meetings are also planned to

a > |
® Equality, the newly-formed campaign for justice in Six-County employment, have called for a boycott of the
i i

of Its discr

Northern Bank
promote the formation of local and
regional boycott committees. It is
hoped that the publicity generated
by the campaign and a widescale

y employ P
withdrawal of business will severely
damage the Northern Bank's repu-
tation. The executive committee of
Equality has expressed its willing-

ness to meet with the bank’s man-
agement to discuss its abysmal
record on Catholic economic equali-
ty.

|
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i  involvement
SENSA’ EADLINES alleging IRA inv n
i “onl:ArLa;eteering have recently reappearek: :;
m- :ﬁ the media. In this article AP/RN 100 T
< round to this latest propaganda (::mpamai
- baekg as lies the stories which even the g
::?i RUC have been forced to refute.

BY ART MacEOIN AND MAIRTIN MAC DIARMADA
IT WAS in the 1970s during Roy Mason’s term of office
as direct-ruler that the British government and its pliant
media began depicting the IRA as “gangsters” and the
word ““godfathers” first came into common usage.
Stories concerning IRA “gangsterism” flooded into re-
porters through the RUC and British army. These includ-
ed stories that republican funds were being embezzled
by IRA personnel, and that the IRA was involved in rack-
eteering and all varieties of crime.

While this gangster hysteria has  much more refined and subtle, it ap-
to some extent been toned down pears in newspapers and on TV
over the years, due mainly to the courtesy of media bosses in Britain
fact that the wild stories can never and Ireland who relish sensationalist
be proven, and that even the RUC at  anti-republican stories.
times has to publicly dispute them, In the current phase of the na-
the theme regularly recurs. Now, tional liberation struggle such psy-

=
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drug myths

exposed

chological warfare has played an
ever more central role. The war is
now being waged in what has be-
come known as the ‘age of mass
communications’ or the ‘information
era’. Radio and television beam
messages directly into our homes
and we are inundated with news
and information from various
sources throughout the day.
Through these media the British and
their allies can more easily dissemi-

@ Independent newspapers from where much of the anti-rep
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emanales

nate false information which by the
time it is disproven or denied has al-
ready had the desired effect on the
population.

PSYOPS

Since the early 1970s selected
members of the British civil service
and British army working in the Six
Cpunties are trained in the tech-
niques of Psvchological Operations
or 'Psyops’. The British army's Land
Operations manual describes psy-
ops as “the planned use of propa-
ganda or other means, in support of
our military action or presence, de-
signed to influence to our advantage
the opinions, emotions, attitudes
and behaviour of enemy, neutral
and friendly groups”,

_In 1980 former British army press
officer Colin Wallace admitted that
muu:h of the information he had giv-
en Journalists in the Six Counties
was “black Propaganda” and “mis-
n\k_)rmalion" aimed at discrediting
various individuals and groups, The
feeding of misinformation to the
media complements a bias which is
already inherent in an industry con-
lmllu(l‘hy the ruling class,

4 :n \l ebruarY’ of this year reports
aced that Paramiltaries” in the
;vlt:klh Were involved with drugs traf-
A 'ng. BBC Northern Ireland’s
Recum_y Corresponden( Barry
owan interviewed a senior RUC of-

ficer on the matter. The RUC man 3
leged that the IPLO and loyal
groups were involved in such xtii- in
ties but when asked by Rowa
whether the RUC had any eviders  su
that the IRA was involved, he repied  be
that they had not. Nonetheless the ¢
story that “republican paramil: he
taries” were involved in the drigs  fe:
trade was carried without qualificz
tion by other media, giving the im  ur
pression that it was the [RA thatwss  sh
in question. W
As the war in the Six Countizs W
has dragged on and the 26:Couny  cC
political and legal establishment 12
been drawn further into the Br.ti"
counter-insurgency network the
media has followed suit. OP?’“’
in a climate of fear created b c
pressive legislation mcluﬂ”‘y =
Section 31 it has proved WK: th
ground for the dissemination of 3“:’
republican black pmpagan‘”.:»; :
misinformation. One featur® 7‘;“ g’
has been attempts to link the lR‘? C:
the public’s mind with the seedy ¥
derworld of the narcotics tradé

FLIGHT OF FANCY i
The Irish Independer '
November 26th, 1988, ran 2 ’i[r‘ A
headlined — “IRA-Mafia @™ s ¢,
leader jailed”, The story Cfnfor & m
the jailing of John 0'BoY ?M ol
tempting to import coca‘ﬁnkbe‘ e
Britain. The case revgaled_ﬂ ot W
tween organised crime mmA‘m
and London but the allege g O
nection was a piece © nor;atic:v'
which the Indo used to " it 2
alise the story for Irish con%! it
The article, which was Nt ?n gl
to any journalist, alleg® sl well
flight of fancy that: il
sn?ashing the cocaine 00“55 S W
Scotland Yard also halte npe RAY
the American Mafia and !




'S

p “\ TDSPOWwI

‘é:\\\ Rackels

%.ﬁ—ini cr

[‘\,u'
&

RA as mme—kmgs e

| obe
‘:l:amd“d«

_._R.A.—Mafia
- cocaine link
leader jailed |

© iy

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, August 22nd, 1991 — Leathanach 9

“The IRA and loyalist terrorists
have put aside their ideological dif-
hlzrences to pursue a common objec-
tive along with traditional crimi-
nals— profit from drugs, art theft
and Angel Dust.”

: Brady provided no foundation for
his story other than an unsubstanti-
ated claim that gardai had stopped a
car near the border which contained
'_(vlvo leading Provisional IRA ac-
tivists and a known loyalist paramili-
tary figure”. In the piece he quoted
such impartial figures as unionist
MP Ken Maginnis who claimed that
the IRA was involved in the sale of
the illegal cattle growth promoter
Clenbuterol, popularly known as
Angel Dust, but admitted in the
same article that “British anti-terror-
ist detectives” had never linked the
IRA to the drugs trade. He was
forced to concede also that “the
tough stand taken by IRA activists
and Sinn Féin members in cracking
down on drugs dealers in the
Republic has cast doubts on any in-

i%A drug p

The Provo connection gy could have neted £20m 8 week-

join forces.” However, the only other
reference to Ireland or the IRA came
inthe last two paragraphs:

“If the Mafia-IRA alliance had
succeeded, the terrorists would have
been taking a cut of the huge profits
to fund their arms buying...” and
here's the punch line..."But, possibly
fezring a trap by security services
Provo representatives failed to turn
up at a2 meeting in Glasgow and
shortly afterwards the whole plot
was blown wide open.” In other
words there was no such “Provo
connection” as the sub-headline
claimed.

4 The recent period of the Brooke
Telks and the Dublin government’s
Involvement in an attempt to find an
::eyn.al settlement in the Six
~ounties witnessed the latest anti-
:Enublican propaganda offensive in
e press,

1t was evident from the begin-
111 of the talks process that the 26-
‘-’Nmy' media was being used as a
conduit through which the Dublin
e“ablvif,hment would try and pre-
'D:le e ground for whatever deal
'"‘:;‘flf:av i‘@ve ended'up agreeing
. he British and unionists, When
‘;n_&%me clear that the dumping of
co:‘c"? Two and Three of the 1937
i 'W_Uop would be one of !hf:
i b:monm demands, these arti-
5 debfam_e the focus of a one-sid-
"mchm in 26C9unly newspapers
L'eparinwas obviously aimed at
o s 9 the way for a r?fevenduln
the am_”IUe, The emphasis was that
and anc :i were an anachronism
Pograss, Pstacle to peace and
Emi“ﬂi;t:aond ph‘ase of the south-
Hation 'dhCampa[gn came into op-
Witers When editors and leader-
Dogr | SeNerated a debate on the

8s] f P :
ible fe-introduction of intern-

ment without trial. If all the parties
involved in the talks agreed on a so-
lution, the line ran, then the ‘terror-
ists’ would be the main obstacle to a
settlement and internment of repub-
licans may be necessary. The public
had yet to be convinced so it fol-
lowed that demonising the
Republican Movement in the eyes of
the public would become the main
propaganda priority.

DRUGS & ANGEL DUST

And so the IRA once again be-
came the target of propaganda
which resurrected the “gangster”
image. This time a rash of newspa-
per reports were published alleging,
without any proof whatsoever, that
the IRA was involved with the illegal
drugs trade. The Irish Independent
of Friday, June 14th, 1991, carried a
story by its security correspondent
Tom Brady in which he alleged:

]

@ The Irony of the latest medla propaganda campalgn Is that the popular anti-

| by the in the
narcotics trade”.

On June 14th, Cork's Evening
Echo, carried a story headlined
"“Drugs war in Cork”. The opening
paragraph began— “Ruthless Dublin
drug gangs — one of which has
Provisional IRA paramilitary links —
want to use Cork as a distribution
base for drugs smuggled into this
country along the south west coast-
line.” It also alleged without proof
that “The intense rivalry between
dealers has led to a shooting inci-
dent in a pub in which one of them
brought down a Dublin gang togeth-
er with IRA ‘muscle’.” It added that
unnamed “anti-terrorist gardai are
convinced that republican and loyal-
ist paramilitaries have teamed up
with Dublin criminals in drug ped-
dling and other rackets such as the
importation and distribution of
Angel Dust.

"A percentage of the profits will
go to IRA and loyalist coffers.”

A number of other articles fol-
lowed in the press alleging that the
IRA was selling and distributing
Angel Dust. None of these articles
provided any proof or evidence of
any description to substantiate the
claims but many referred to un-
named “security sources” who were
“satisfied” of an IRA link.

The volume of reports making
spurious claims about the IRA and
Angel Dust reached such a stage
that on August 2nd, 1991, Sinn
Féin’s Martin McGuinness felt it nec-
essary to issue a statement on the
affair saying that:

“Republicans condemn without

reservation the use of angel dust”.
He added that Sinn Féin “strongly
disapproves” of its use and the par-
ty's attitude to the substance is “the
same as our attitude to hard drugs”.
He went on to say that the drug
“presents a health threat to anyone
eating contaminated meat and its
use by unscrupulous individuals
also places at risk a major part of
our agricultural industry, both north
and south.”

ANOTHER OUTBREAK

A month after the spate of spuri-
ous IRA/drugs stories in Cork there
was another outbreak in Dublin. This
again emanated from Independent
Newspapers in Abbey Street.
"Garda drugs squad targets IRA
members” said the headline on
page two of the Evening Herald on
July 20th. “Members of the
Provisional IRA are heavily involved
in drug racketeering, the head of the
Garda Drug Squad disclosed today”
it began. The article under the by-
line of Kathleen Magee quoted
Detective Superintendent Tony
Hickey, head of the Garda Drug
Squad, as saying that “there are
some individuals who are involved
with the IRA who are also involved
in drugs”. There was no more men-
tion, let alone evidence, of the “IRA
link” in the piece which went on to
describe the drug scene in Dublin,

When contacted by AP/RN the
Garda Press Office said that
Detective Superintendent Hickey
had been misquoted. Later Hickey
himself contacted AP/RN and said
that he had not used the words at-
tributed to him in the Evening
Herald. He said that what he said
was that that “maybe on occasions
individuals who had been involved”
with the IRA “might have been in-
volved” with drugs. Hickey said he
had spoken to freelance journalist
Kathleen Magee who told him that
her story had been altered by the
Herald. The purpose of the change,
including the headline, was obvious-
ly to sensationalise the spurious
"IRA link”. (AP/RN was unable to
contact Kathleen Magee to confirm
this.)

AP/RN then spoke to the Deputy
News Editor of the Evening Herald,
John McHale. He defended the story
and said that the gardai had not
been in touch with the Herald to cor-
rect it. When challenged on the sen-
sational headline he told us that
“headlines are up to the sub-edi-

MISINFORMATION

The Herald’s misinformation was

AChINGT

DRUGS

rugs movement, Concerned

Parents Against Drugs, was itself attacked by the media in the early ‘80s as & "'Provo Front"

bad enough; what was worse was
that it was taken up two days later
by the Evening Press. The July 22nd
edition featured a report by Jo
Corcoran with claims that the IRA
was involved in “cross-border
smuggling, drug dealing, illegal
gaming and Angel Dust” and said
that a probe into these activities was
to be considered by the new Dail
crime committee,

“TDs point to IRA as crime kings”
ran the sub-headline and the piece
quoted Mairin Quill of the
Progressive Democrats, chairperson
of the committee, who referred to
“the IRA's increasing involvement in
crime down here”. She called for the
setting up of a special Garda unit to
deal with IRA “racketeering” and
said the committee should call in ex-
pert witnesses to “find out the ex-
tent of the problem and make a re-
port”. Who these expert witnesses
were and what the nature of their
evidence would be was not hinted at
and most of the article consisted of
the fumings of Fine Gael Justice
spokesperson Sean Barrett and his
far right Louth colleague Brendan
McGahon.

The piece mentioned that the
gardai are investigating the “possi-
bility” that a gaming machine rack-
et “may have been funding the
Provos"”. Two sets of accounts for a
Dublin leisure centre were found
by gardai in a raid and “the owners
are said to have links with the
Provos in (you've guessed it)
Dundalk”.

But what, apart from such specu-
lation and innuendoes, was the ba-
sis of the entire report? [t was appar-
ently the statement attributed to
Drug Squad chief Tony Hickey, ‘lift-
ed’ by the Evening Press from the ri-
val Evening Herald two days earlier,
and now disclaimed by him. (Hickey
told AP/RN that he had not spoken
to the Evening Press).

ANTI-REPUBLICAN

The Hickey affair was a classic
example of anti-republican sensa-
tionalism. It highlighted the irony
that when Dublin was racked by a
heroin epidemic in the early 1380s,
the Dublin government and sections
of the media attacked the involve-
ment of Sinn Féin members in the
Concerned Parents Against Drugs
Movement. They attempted then to
portray a popular anti-drugs move-
ment as “vigilantes” and a “Provo
front”. By 1991 their black propagan-
da has come full circle.

On Tuesday, July 23rd, the IRA
strongly refuted the reports that it
was involved in drug selling and
other criminal activities. In a state-
ment issued in Dublin the IRA said:

“The Irish Republican Army cate-
gorically denies recent media re-
ports that it is involved in drug-run-
ning, allegations that have already
been discounted, even by the RUC.

“These reports are periodically
recycled by British government
sources, We challenge their authors
to substantiate the stories and the
so-called evidence on which they
are based.

“Failure to do so will demon-
strate that there is no such
evidence.”

This IRA denial was not carried
by any of the papers, including the
Evening Press and the Herald which
had run the sensationalist stories
days before. With the media high on
lies it was, once again, the readers
who were denied their right to infor-
mation,
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Tyrone Garden of
Remembrance
finally dedicated

A CROWD of several thousand Tyrone people took to
the streets of Carrickmore last weekend to participate
in the pageant and parade organised by Tyrone Nation-
al Graves Association to mark the historic dedication of
the county Garden of Remembrance.

Plans to build a Garden of Re-
membrance for County Tyrone first
got underway in 1327 with the for-
mation of a committee under the
auspices of the County Tyrone As-
sociation. By 1331 with work still in
progress the RUC, through the then

Emergency Powers Act, forced work
to halt and ordered the dismantling
of the monument. By the 1950s
work had again progressed and a
monument adorned the Carrick-
more site. In 1954 a loyalist bomb
wrecked the site leaving only a mar-

ble figure of a Volunteer intact.

That figure has now been incor-
porated into the present monument
at the completed Garden of Re-
membrance. The ceremonies on
Sunday, August 19th, marked the
end of a long and often arduous job
commenced by the original com-
mittee and seen through the years
by Tyrone National Graves.

Sunday’s events got underway
at 3pm when crowds formed up
outside the Patrician Hall to be led

® Thousznds marched through Carrickmore’s main street on Sunday to mark the dedication of the county

Garden of Remembrance

through the village by a local repub-
lican colour party. Bands from
across County Tyrone, accompa-
nied by a visiting band from Cully-
hanna in South Armagh, added
colour and life to the procession as
it made its way to the Garden of Re-
membrance. Here ceremonies were
chaired by Sinn Féin Councillor
Sean Begley.

Begley introduced Patsy McMa-
hon of Tyrone NGA — one of the
founding members of the associa-
tion — who was accorded the privi-
lege of unveiling the memorial
plague at the site. The 1916 Procla-
mation was then read by Paula Kel-
ly whose Volunteer brother, Paddy
was among the eight soldiers of
Oglaigh na hEir-eann who died in
the Loughgall massacre.

TREE PLANTED

Following the reading of the Ty-
rone Roll of Honour Tommy O'Neill,
a local republican veteran, planted
a tree at the site in honour of all
those who had given their lives for
the republican cause. Begley then
introduced the guest speaker South
Armagh Councillor Jim McAllister.

McAllister, thanking those gath-
ered for bestowing the honour of
speaking on him, said that the un-
veiling marked a fitting tribute to all
those who down the long years of
struggle had sacrificed and strug-
gled to ensure that Ireland would
attain her right to nationhood. He
paid special tribute to those who

® JIM McALLISTER
p P

: 3 :
® Local veteran Tommy O'Neill
have died in the current campaign,
describing them as participants in
the final phase of the liberation
struggle.

After launching a bitter and
scathing attack on those engaged in
historical revisionism McAllister
stated that the beautiful monument
in Carrickmore was testimony to the
spirit and determination of North-
ern nationalists who had borne wit-
ness to the realities of British rule
and who by their actions, had at-
tested to the unquenchable desire
for freedom.

Calling for people to rededicate
themselves to the unfinished work
of this struggle McAllister conclud-
ed by handing back to Sean Begley
who called on the Martin Hurson
Band to close the ceremonies with a
rendition of Amhran na bhFiann.

As the march, led by members
of all three families, made its way
to Free Derry Corner, it halted
briefly at Kildrum Gardens in Creg-
gan, where Eamonn Lafferty’s
brother placed a wreath at a
memorial marking the spot where
Eamonn died.

Further along the route, both
marchers and spectators got a
chance to hear again the rousing
rattling of the customised bin lids
so colourfully decorated by the

FREE DERRY
MARCHES ON

IN DERRY on Sunday last almost 1,000 people took
part in a march jointly commemorating the 20th an-
niversary of the death of IRA Volunteers Eamonn Laf-
ferty — the first member of the IRA in Derry to be
shot dead by the British army — and Jim O’Hagan,
who was killed accidentally, and the 10th anniversary
of the death of Michael Devine, the last republican
prisoner to die in the 1981 Long Kesh hunger strike.

young people of 20/20 Vision,

The meeting at Free Derry Cor-
ner began with local man Damien
Nixon singing the commemorative
ballad Forever on My Mind which
pays tribute to the ten hunger strik-
ers. This was followed by a poem
about Michael Devine penned by his
friend Finbarr Doherty, The crowd
then observed a minute's silence in
memory of all people who have giv-
en their lives for “the right of Irish
people to freedom and self-determi-

nation”. Especially remembered
were three nationalists Patrick
Shanaghan, Thomas Donaghy and
Martin O'Prey who were all killed by
loyalists last week.

Before this Michael Devine's
son, Michael, read out the names
of the ten hunger strikers and the
dates on which they had died.

BIN LID BANGING

Mitchel McLaughlin, Derry Sinn
Féin councillor, then delivered the
main address, stepping in at short
notice to replace Pauline Davey
Kennedy who was attending the fu-
neral of Thomas Donaghy.

He began by saying that the
banging of bin lids during the
march was a fitting reminder of the
resistance of the hunger strikers
and the courage of Eamonn Laffer-
ty and Jim O'Hagan.

“I remember speaking to Ea-
monn Lafferty the night before he
died when he had to sleep in a car
in Central Drive because he was
guarding Creggan Estate.

“Back in the 1970s there would
only have been about 10 families in

® The youth of Derry were
Volunteers Eamonn Lafferty,
Derry who could have claimed to
be of a republican tradition. Con-
sider that today, despite the de-
monising of the Republican Move-
ment by the media and from the
pulpit, at a minimum there are
10,000 republicans in Derry. | think
this is a lasting memorial to Micky
Devine and people like Eamonn
Lafferty and Jim O’Hagan.

“People have been telling us
that the republican struggle is futile

prominent in the commemoration for
Jim O'Hagan and Mickey Devine

but we know better than that. We
are the people who faced down the
interrogation centres, internment,
shoot-to-kill and attacks on our fu-
nerals and we will continue to do
so until we get self-determination
and democracy.”

Damien Nixon then sang The
Ballad of Joe McDonnell and the
rally dispersed when Derry's Spirit
of Freedom Flute Band played the
National Anthem.




@ DODIE McGUINNESS A
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Le Marcas Mac Ruairi

AG CUR SIOS ar eachtra a tharla i
dteach i rith cuardaigh i nDoire duirt
Dodie McGuinness, Comhairleoir de
chuid Shinn Féin sa chathair, go raib
rin urchdide ag saighdiiri S h

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, August 22nd, 1991 — Leathanach 11

FI_CHE BLIANA 6 shin b
aite imthreorannaithe —

T.heu? ar an bheartajocht smachtuil sin
— ni thiocfadh leis an rialtas Sasanach
mea'nmf'n an phobail naisiinaigh a chloi,
Sa I'a ata inniu ann ta an leatrom & imirt sa
phrllosuf! chéanna go foill. Ach le déanai
thanspeyn na cimi poblachtacha i mBéthar
na qugmghlinne g0 bhfuil a meanma
dochldite nuair a d'eagraigh siad féile
bheag idir 44-114 Lunasa,

I lathair na huaire ta an priosun caid-
he'ac,l) agus an coras coisctheach.
Colnnjtear na cimi poblachtacha faoi ghlas
22 uair a chloig in aghaidh an lae sna cilli
bgaga mifholldine ata ar snamh leis na cia-
roga, feithidi aisteacha eile agus corr-
luchdg. Bionn orainn agoid a dhéanamh
fili le héilimh bheagthabhactacha a bhaint
amaph agus ni bhionn cead againn Usaid a
bhaml as an bheagan aiseanna ata ann.
Dpan@r iarracht na poblachtaigh agus na
dilseoiri a chur le chéile in ¢adan a dtola,

Thé shiile an ch

Féile phriosiiin Bhéthar
na Croimghlinne

hi priostin na Croimghlinne plédaithe leis na slu-
L daoine bruidithe greasailte ag Arm na
Breataine. larracht a bhj ann leis an phobal naisit

h éirithe a htu
polasai a tharraingionn contdirt agus
foréigean ar na cimi. Agus bionn (darais
an phriostin beagintinneach faltanasach, a
ghearradh pionos beag gan fath ar na
cimi. Céras ata ann chun na cimi polaitidla
a chur faoi chois.

Is faoin chéras seo a d’eagraigh muid
an fhéile. Agus cé go raibh muid ag snamh
in aghaidh sruth an leatroim d'éirigh linn.
Baineadh Gsaid mhaith as an nocha
noéiméad d’aclaiocht laethuil taobh amuigh
sa chlos le clar forleathan imeachtai a
reachtail. Bhi comortais spoirt ar siil le
linn na seachtaine — peil, rith, luthchleasa
agus cluichi grinn mar an ras “splinog
agus oraiste”. Dé Sathairn (104) i gcomhar
leis na cimi poblachtacha ar fud an
dombhain, bhi muid uilig pairteach sa ras
urraithe le hairgead a shaothri do na
naionrai Gaeilge.

Nuair a bhi na himeachtai briomhara

seo thart, eagraiodh imeachtai a thastail ar

Painnt ioes RedDancadhtsuit
mhér as trath na gceist, agus abhair mar
chultdr, thireolaiocht, chirsai reatha agus
stair na hEireann san aireamh. Leanadh
den intleachtachas le diospoireacht faoin
imthreorannd.

Ach ba i mérbhuaic na féile an coirm-
cheol oiche Dheardaoin (80) leis an
imthreoranni a chuimhnit. Cé nach raibh
céras na fuaime an-éifeachtach mar gheall
ar dhoirse troma na gilli ar daradh na
hamhrain amach orthu (an sean-nds
poblachtach) b’aoibhinn an oiche i. Is
jomai cime a nocht bua ceilte an cheoil,
ach bhi roinnt eile narbh fheidir iad a chur
ina dtost — seo na daoine a bhfuil guth
mar ghlothar an bhais acu.

Ar an drochuair bhi cipla cime nach
dtiocfadh leo bheith pairteach san fhéile
mar ctireadh chun na gclaracha iad (an t-
jonad piondis sa phriosin) Ach ta taithi
againn ar an tsuarachas oifigiuil agus
theip ar Gdarais an phriosdin an fhéile a
scriosadh. D’fhulaing na cimi poblach-
tacha cuid mhér pionds 6 cuireadh an t-
imthreoranni i bhfeidhm aris ta 20 bliana
6 shin. Ach macasambhail an pobal naisii-
nach fadfhulangach, taimid ag seasamh na
féide go foill, Ta meon na saoirse
dochloite.

— le Camshdil

nuair a ghlac siad grianghraif de gach
seomra sa teach. Nuair a cheistigh bean
an ti iad cad é a bhi taobh thiar de sin
duirt siad go raibh siad a nglacadh ar
eagla aon damdiste a dheanfai i rith an
chuardaigh.

Cuireadh an bhean agus a tridr paisti
seomra amhain ag tUs an chuardaigh agus
diradh leo fanacht ansin go dti go mbeadh s¢é
criochnaithe. Ag an phointe sin thug si faoi
deara go raibh ceamara 35mm ag ceann de na
saighdiuiri agus € ag tosnu ar ghrianghraif a
ghlacadh de gach rud.

Scaipeadh ghrianghraif phearsanta agus
litreacha na mné ar an urlar agus glacadh gri-
anghraif diobh fosta.

Ag labhairt i ndiaidh an chuardaigh duirt an
bhean go raibh imni uirthi anois go dtitfeadh na
grianghraif isteach i lamha na ngrupai
paramhileata dilseacha.

BAOL

Ag caint ar an eachtra duairt Dodie
McGuinness go bhfuil eolas ag Sinn Féin ar cad
a tharla. Dhirigh si aire ar an bhaol go gcuirfear
na grianghraif ar bhallai bheairice an RUC né
Arm na Breataine. Duirt si fosta go dtaispea-
nann sé seo go bhfuil sé mar aidhm ag na
Broitanagh damaiste a dhéanamh nuair ata
teach a cuardach acu.

Ag labhairt amach i Londain

in éadan imthreorannd | Londain ar an 104 Lunasa

GHLAC nios mé6 na mile duine pairt i
mairsedil i Londain ar an 1004 Lunasa
mar chuimhneachain ar imtheorannu
agus na stailceanna ocrais. | dtuais-
ceart na cathrach i gceantar Islington a
bhi an mérshidl ina raibh bannai cheoil
6 Dhoire agus Ghlascu pairteach.

Labhair Martha Ellis, deirfiir le Dessie Ellis
leis an slua ag an chruinnid ag deireadh na
mairseala agus cuireadh fiorfhailte roimpi.
Duirt si go raibh Dessie ag dul ar aghaidh leis
an troid in aghaidh chas an choroin ina
choinne agus gurb é an tsli is fearr chun
cabhrd leis na tacd leis an bhfeachtas
fritheiseachadtha.

Ar son Shinn Féin mhol Micheal
MacDonncha, eagarthoir An Phoblacht/Rep-
ublican News, iad uilig a bhi ag obair sa
Bhreatain ar son aistharraingt rialtas
Westminster 6 na Sé Chontae. Duirt sé, afach,
go raibh a lan dacine mishasta leis an se-
ichteachas agus an t-easaontas a bhi ag baint
le cuid de na heagrais a bhi ag obair ar cheist
na hEireann ar an eite chlé sa Bhreatain.

Duirt sé nar choir d’aon ghrupa seilbh a
dh ar an hailt Ei h. Aontas
ar son athaontu na hEireann a bhi uainn, a
duirt sé, agus ba chéir failte a chur roimh
gach uile duine a bhi i bhfabhar an
bunéileamh ar son aistharraingt na Breataine
agus neamhspleachas mhuintir na hEireann.

hl

Cuairt torthuil ag
toscaireacht Bascach

Le Eoghan Mac Cormaic S .
DE REIR LEIS na Bascaigh aeblqﬁ ;: ar‘: toscaireacht go hEirinn le linn na

miosa seo ba choicis an torthdil a raibh acu. Chuaigh siad ar turas sé 13

tar éis tréimhse a chaitheamh i mBéal Feirste agus thug siad cuairtean- e,

na ar Ard Mhaca Theas, ar Thir Eoghain, Dhoire Theas, Cathair’Dhoiref
agus beagnach an méid sin stopanna aris agus iad ag trasnd na Sé

Chontae cupla uaire.

Niraibh an scéal go maith né go hathasach i
§conai ar ndsigh. Istigh ceithre la bhi siad i
lithair ag socraidi de bheirt bhall de Shinn Féin,
29 socraid Phadraig Ui Sheanachain i dTir
Eoghain agus ag adhlacadh Thomais Ui
Chonnchaidh i nDoire. Bhuail cuid den
toscaireacht le Tomas dha 4 sular dun-
Mhirziodh ¢, nuair a bhi siad ag caitheamh
Oiche i nDoire Theas, agus b'abhar broin dob-
Mtha nuacht a bhais, direach mar a b'abhar bréin
NUacht basanna triGr da gcomradaithe féin in
1oNsai | San Sebastian ar an maidin Sathairn.

Ac,h bhi grinn ann sa turas chomh maith,
’Bgus ior6in nach beag uaireanta. Ar an la ar
hreastail siad ar oifigi Chomhairle Mhaghaire

olta bronnadh carbhat ar Andon
(v;.o"’s,“aga. combhairleoir Herri Batastuna tar
¢18 d6 magadh a dhéanamh gur chomhair-

leoir é nach raibh tuarastail go leor aige le
carbhat a cheannach. Agus tar éis dobhtha
leabhair na gcuairteoiri a shinia chaith mé
sGil ar na leabhair agus cén ainmneacha ar
aimsigh mé ann san aon leabhar amhain leo
ach Willie McCrea agus lan Kyle Paisley.
Hmm. Ni fios na go mbeidh ar Willie beag an
diabhal leabhair a scriosadh go luath tar éis
na reabhléidigh Bhascaigh siid Seomra an
Chomhairle a thruailli lena laithreacht!

EUSKADI
“Where are you from?” an cheist is mo ar
chuala na Bascaigh le linn na coicise $¢0 c“,ilu
agus iad ag caitheamh seachtaine i mBéal
Feirste agus seachtain eile ar thuras thart na
Sé Chontae. Sa deireadh d'éirigh sé seo ina
phiosa grinn leo, agus don chuid is m6 den

am ba léir go raibh na daoine a chuir an
cheist ag taispeaint fiorshuime i bpé rud a bhi
le ra ag na Bascaigh. La amhain, afach, stad
buionn den RUC grapa acu i nDoire, agus
toisc nach raibh Béarla ag na Bascaigh (i
suiomhanna mar sin), bhi ar dhuine a bhi in
éineacht leo teangaire a dhéanamh.

“Where are you from?” arsa an péas.

"“Euskadi” arsa an teangaire.

“You ask them” arsa an péas.

“Euskadi”, arsa an teangaire. “Sin ainm a

Ba léir nar chuala an péas faoin leithéid de
thir ariamh, agus d'fhiafraigh sé air cén Mor-
Roinn a bhfuighfea an Euskadi seo. Nuair a
miniodh d6 go raibh na dacine ina
mBascaigh thuig sé ar an phointe. Ni raibh sé
ag deéileail le grapa turasoiri neamhchion-
tacha anois ach le Bascaigh, agus bhi athru
meoin ann ar an phointe. Is cinnte go bhfuil
saghas dlithphairtiochta idir na forsai tiora-
nachta sa domhan direach mar ata idir na
daione i dtiortha éagsila a dhéanann
sreachailt ar son saoirse.

® An toscalreacht Bhascach ag an mhérshiul | mBéal Feirste Dé Dombhnaigh, 114 Lunasa
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FREE DESSIE ELLIS PICKET
2-3pm every Saturday
British Embassy
Merrion Road
DUBLIN
Organised by the Dublin
Anti-Extradition Cmtte

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING
meets 6.45pm every Tuesday
Dublin Resource Centre
Crow Street
DUBLIN

PICKET ON US EMBASSY
opposing US policy in Central
America
11.30am-1pm
every Saturday
Ballsbridge
DUBLIN

SUMMER SCHOOL
Third Desmond Greaves Summer

School
23rd to 25th August
Insh Labour History Museum
Beggars Bush Barracks
Haddington Road

Fee £10 Full School (£3 individual
sessions, unwaged half price)
Bookings Ph 973154/305792

PICKET FOR PAMELA KANE
2pm Saturday 24th August
Outside Limerick Jail
LIMERICK
Dublin Bus leaves
Kilbarrack Station 9.45am
Northside Shopping Centre 10am
Pamell Square 10.15am

Fun-run thanks
A Chairde,

With over 400 republican
POWs throughout Ircland, Eu-
rope and North America, having
on August 10th successfully
completed their annual spon-
sored fun run in aid of Irish lan-
guage medium education, T
would now like to thank all
those relatives, friends and lan-
guage activists who took the
time and effort to gather spon-
sors, thus ensuring the success
of this venture by the prisoners.
The money raiscd will hopefully
make a signifi ibuti

The people of our arcas
know all too well the bigotry
imposed by the unionist-con-
trolled City Hall, by voting Joc
Austin we can help break this
seclarian regime.

The SDLP/Alliance/Work-
ers' Party do not serve the inter-
ests of the nationalist communi-
ty. They have shown this by
their willingness to support the
British government, a govern-
ment which has constantly ha-
rassed, degraded and, in many
cases, murdered members of our
communily.

Sinn Féin is the only party

to lessening the financial diffi-
culties experienced by those in-
volved in Irish medium educa-

which add these issues.
They work on the situations that
affect our people on a day-to-
day basis, even though hindered
by state-imposed censorship.
This year commemorates three

113 Roman Rd, E2
Tube: Bethnal Green
SOUTH LONDON
Tuesday, 3rd September
G7 Balfour Street, SE1
Tube: Elephant & Castle
WEST LONDON
Wednesday, 4th September
Aras na Gael
Salisbury Rd NWG
Tube: Queens Park
NORTH LONDON
Thursday 5th September
Red Rose Club
Seven Sisters Road
Tube: Finsbury Park
All showings start at 8pm
Discussion, Bookstall and

Refreshments
dmission £1.00/50p
Organised by the Troops Out
Movement

(continued on page 13)

e

5 tion.
Nutgrove]%h:g:lgg Ceirey However, 10 secure the fun
ge run's ion, it is
LR imp that at this stage the
FUNCTION sponsorship money is collected
Belated wel 5 home as soon as possible and forward-
for Gerald Rooney ed to either:
Music by Terry ONeill BAlTheGe BLan)
and other guest artists 147 Andersonstown Rd,
Sa 31st August Belfast BT11 9BW.
DUNDALK Phone: 0232 301719.
or
‘.:r‘;‘sg!’c"z"us.'f‘ Marcss Mac Ruairf,
S 64B Racecourse Rd,
VIDEO SHOWINGS f)';:'r‘y“""w’
e HE'i’gfrkLZ‘;‘”Dgg;‘s””" Phone: 0504 359747,
Monday, 2nd September Martin Mllo,
Fc;ur Comers Culture spokesperson,

Long Kesh.

Vote Joe Austin
A Chairde,

We the Republican POWs of
North Belfast ask the people of
the Oldpark Ward, to vote Sinn
Féin on August 28th,

major in the Re-
publican calendar.

Therefore, as a symbol of
resistance and opposition to
British occupation in Ireland,
vote Joe Austin on the 28th 1o
help smash part of this British
régime.

Paul McLarnon,

Paddy Flood,

Sean Montgomery,

Martin Meehan (Jnr),

H-Block 4, Long Kesh.

Magnificent

demonstration
A Chairde,

The magnificent commem-
oration demonstration which
took place in Dunville Park,
Belfast, on Sunday, August
11th, was irrefutable proof to
the English that their bar-
barous treatment of the ten
who died on hunger strike in
1981 instead of suppressing
republicans added greatly to
their support. Yet, even after
800 years of robbery, torture
and massacre they have not the
gumption to admit that their
attempts to crush the Irish
have been a total failure and
their reprehensible atrocities
serve only to strengther Irish
resolution to pursue the old
struggle until freedom is won
again as it was in 1922 before
the betrayal.

What was most satisfying

»

B - ¥
® The most encouraging thing about the march and rally in Dunville Park on Sund
many young boys and giris inspired by the heroism of the hunger strikers

and encouraging about the great
demonstration on Sunday was to
see the vast number of young,
and very young, boys and girls
so deeply moved and inspired
by the memory of the heroic
martyrdom endurcd by the patri-
ots who dicd on behalf of us all
in a truly altruistic spirit. It is up
10 us to prove that we are wor-
thy of their sacrifice, sublime as
it was.

Padraig A Mac Sandair,

Din Laoighaire,

County Dublin.

Garbage

disposal
A Chairde,

I was very moved by the
spirit of Danny Gill’s letier (An
Phoblacht, 1/8/91). Sadly, the
situation in the Six Counties has
changed very little since the
British Labour government sent
in the troops some 22 years ago.
‘The colours of British amny uni-
forms still decorate the streets of
Belfast and Derry, while the
landscape remains criss-crossed
with steel fencing, barbed wire,
borders and barriers.

When I think about these
marks of colonialism I am re-
minded of the words of Gram-
sci's “'the old is dying and the
new cannot be bom™. (Antonio
Gramsci, Selections from
Prison Notebooks, p276,
1971). In the Six Countics the
remnants of the old imperial or-
der are being propped up by the
forces of the Crown and instead
of the ‘new’ being bom there's a
fossilising of the inequality and
barbarity of the old. Think of an
empty shell you may find on the
seashore, one that is beginning
1o crack at the sides, in time it
will crumble and completely
disintegrate. One day the empty
structure of the old imperial or-
der in Ireland will crumble, in
the same way. Currently, how-
ever, it's proving extremely re-
sistant.

Tragically the Six Counties
is where the fossilised contra-
dictions of the old order —
Protestant privilege, discrimina-
tion, sectarianism, etc, are being
preserved. The Catholic hicrar-

chy plays its part here, as do the
British army and other crown
forces. In this fossilised state
where the old can't dic and the
new can't be born all sorts of
morbid symptoms appear: fear,
hatred, the ghastly rituals o.f
killing and so on. Historically, it
has been the fate of Irish peo-
ples to be caught up in this in-
between state. Ireland has al-
ways been the arcna where the
unresolved tensions — the
garbage — of British colonial-
ism have been disposcd. As a
divided country Ireland contin-
ues to perform this dustbin role.
How can such a fragmented and
divided country established lCI?-
tions of equality with Britain
and other European countrics?
Are we 10 be convinced by the
arguments that the dismantling
of partition is no longer re-
quircd? Why is it so difficult for
unionists to imagine themselves
as members of a 32-County
state — a country they could be
proud of?

Clearly Britain has 1o get out
of Ircland. The struggle for the
‘new’ — anew culture that will
help to unite Ireland and provide
space for individuals 1o define
themselves in terms other than
sectarian ones — will involve
the dismantling of the grotesque
British military apparatus and
the removal of British jurisdic-
tion from the Six Counties. [
fear the birth pangs may be
painful — because what is at
stake is Britain’s historic identi-
Ly as an imperial nation-state.
But perhaps one day all the peo-
ples of Ircland will walk togeth-
er and talk together and ex-
change ideas in a country that is
no longer being used as
Britain's imperial pit-latrine.

Kathleen McMullen,

Brighton.

Fégra: Could Danny Gill, Lon-
don, please forward his full ad-
dress to the Editor as correspon-
dence has been received for his
attention.

More coverage

for 26 Counties
A Chairde,

The importance of AP/RN
especially in the 26 Counties
cannot be overstated. Each week
it cuts through the lies and cen-
sorship of the British and Irish
establishments. The paper is
well laid out and the articles
very readable. I have one criti-
cism of the contents.

Recently I have noticed that
the coverage given 1o the prob-
lems facing the people of the 26
Counties has been almost non
existent.

For example in the 18/7/91
edition one page out of 16 was
devoted to these problems, the
25/1M1 cdition less than half a
page, the 1/8/91 cdition one
quarter of a page!

While I recognise that the
staff at AP/RN have a lot of sto-
ries/issues 1o fit into 16 pages
cach week, by only giving one
and three quater pages out of a
total of 48 (three editions) is in
my opinion limiting the poten-
tial of the paper, movement, and
struggle as a whole.

The paper should be made
more relevant 1o the 26 Coun-
ties, giving more cover:
such issues as low pay, unem-
ployment, the rip-off in car in-
surance, the crisis in famming,
the scctarian attitude of the
Catholic Church, the scandal of
Smurfits *Kildare Country Club'
which will cost you £125,000
for life membership while a
large section of the population
live in poventy. The list is end-
less.

Sinn Féin members are al-
ready involved in these issues
and as a party we have policics
on all of them. The problem is
that we don’t have enough pub-
!icuy geared towards highlight-
ing the issues and Sinn Féin's
position on them.

We cannot expect the people
of the 26 Counties to question
what is happening in the Six
Counties if they have not started
10 question what is happening to
themselves, and we cannot have
a 32-County socialist Republic
without the 26 Counties!

Brian Stanley,

Portlaoise.

Conversion
A Chairde,

My 'Brit’ girlfriend of the
last 12 months is now a firm
sympathiser of the Republican
Movement. This is not primarily
because of the months of listen-
ing to my ‘lectures’ or reading
extracts from AP/RN.

‘The conversion came thanks
to the British press. We went to
Iondon for the march commem-
orating the 10th anniversary of
the hunger strikers and 20th of
intemment on August 11th. She
was amazed at the numbers of
people present and the orderly
conduct and very impressed
with Dessic Ellis’s sister’s
speech.

However, she simply re-
fused to believe such a tum out
would not be reported in the na-
tional press — all the traits of
my labours came home. No re-
ports, so finally the penny
dropped. Censorship is a fact.

Thank you Fleet Street.

Kevin Mullen,

North Shields,

Tyne and Wear,

England.

N T
Hands Off
Our Daniel!

A chairde,

1 read with horror the terri-
ble atack on Daniel O'Donnell
in last week's Flying Column
(15/8/'91). Just when the British
Country Music Association was
implementing its anti-Daniel,
anti-Irish decision you took
their side and kicked this lead-
ing lIrish artist when he was
down. How low can you sink?

I have been a fan of Daniel’s
for years. I well remember when
L first heard him playing at a lo-
cal hotel. It was right at the start
of his carcer and [ have been a
fan ever since. In fact Daniel's
poster hangs beside the 1916
Proclamation in my bedroom! 1
cannot understand what pro-
voked your attack on this inof-
fensive man making a living
from entertaining people. Is it
the old Irish ‘begrudgery’ rais-
ing its ugly head and dragging
down successful people again?

Please AP/RN, Hands Off
Our Daniel!

Angry Daniel O’Donnell

fan,

County Westmeath.




anned dramq p|
on Stalker affair

LLOWING the legal ban on the

FOLLS
showing

of Shoot to Kill on RTE televi-

; Féin obtained a copy of the
s'o':_:::,r: programme, and showed it

foul
to jou!
August
pgogramm e.

rnalists in Dublin on Friday,
16th. Here AP/RN reviews the

ON AUGUST 16th, RTE was scheduled to broad-
cast the first of a new two-part drama documen-
tary, Shoot To Kill, which dealt with the stil| un-
resolved Stalker “affair’. Part two was to be
screened the following night.

The RTE programmers were
sure they had a winner on their
hands. Firstly, they allocated it
wo prime-time slots, of the
sort usually reserved for the
real ‘giants’ of the small screen
jike Gay Byme. Secondly, they
also indulged in some rather
heavy pre-screening publicity,
again of the sort usually re-
served for the small screen roy-
als.

The programme never went
out. Just when you, |, the pro
gramme-makers and quite a
few other people thought it
might be safe to venture into
the murky waters of the Stalker
affair again, up pops a familiar
old obstacle — in the rotund
shape of one John Hermon.

Concerned apparently, at
the manner of his portrayal in
the programme, Hermon
sought and got an injunction
which, for the present at least,
prevents RTE from broadcast
ing Shoot To Kill. Now there
have been quite a number of
attempts to unravel (publicly)
the truth behind this sorry
episode, not least amongst
them contributions from the
BBC and RTE. And of course,
there has been Mr Stalker's
own rather excellent book. In
zll of these the heavenly aura
surrounding Hermon — built by
an effective RUC Press Office
and a slavish, lazy press — has
been dimmed somewhat.

So why such anxiety over
one single programme, espe-
cially one which arrives on the
scene when the whole affair is,
apparently, no longer of any
consequence?

OFF THE RAILS
Shoot To Kill was made by
Yorkshire TV, under the direc
tion of one Peter Kosminsky.
One George Thorburn acted as
@ consultant, And it was this
fact which probably caused our
friend John to go off the rails.
For the two years during
Which Stalker was at the head
of Ih_e inquiry, Thorburn acted
2 his number two, Following
Stalker's frame-up and re-
Moval, Thorburn continued to
;’M on under Colin Sampson.
hortly after returning to nor-
Mal duty he left the police
force,

What is important about his
account is this: four days a
Weelf, for two years, Thorburn
;M In the Six Counties manag
119, monitoring and supervis-
79 proceedings — whilst

talker flew in at regular inter

vals to check the lack of
progress.

Thus, Thorburn’s account
is, at the very least, as impor-
tant as that already delivered
by Stalker. And in certain re-
spects, given his everyday
presence, it is even more
damning.

Also, Thorburn saw and
pronounced himself satisfied
with the finished programme.

LEGITIMACY

Consequently Shoot To Kill
has a legitimacy which hitherto
has been possessed only by
Stalker’s own written account
of the affair. And it certainly
shows. This is a powerful, tight,
well-written and uncompromis-
ing piece of television. It cer-
tainly surpasses any Irish-relat-
ed piece of TV to have been
screened in recent years. Shoot

o
@ Actor Jack Shepherd plays English police investigator
John Stalker In the four-hour film

® TP McKenna who plays the part of the worried and

obstructive John Hermon
To Kill tackles and confronts is
sues which others either skirted
around or shied away from al
together.

Part one deals with the
events leading up to and imme-
diately following the three sep-
arate shooting incidi the

and Roddy Carroll.

No punches are pulled. The
killings are dramatically recon-
structed in the manner in which
anyone either involved in, or
with any knowledge of the
case, is certain they occurred.

killings of Sean Burns, Eugene
Toman and Gervaise McKerr,
then the killing of Michael
Tighe and the wounding of
Martin McCauley and, finally,
the killings of Seamus Grew

.

No ints and no cars
crashing through them. Rather
heavily-armed RUC units simply
shooting on sight. In the shoot-
ing of Michael Tighe (the
hayshed shooting) armed RUC
officers are seen discussing
whether they should “finish off”
the injured Martin McCauley
now or later, a claim made by
McCauley to his doctor and ob-
viously given much credence by
the investigating team.

In the reconstruction of the
Grew/Carroll killings we are
shown two RUC Special Branch
officers being stopped by a
Garda at a border checkpoint,
as they follow their targets' car
into the South. The impatient
RUC officers wait as their car is
checked. Out rushes one very
embarrassed Garda who, hav-
ing discovered their identity,
hurriedly apologises to the pair
before waving them on.

The whole programme is
full of such touches. In short,
the makers of Shoot To Kill
clearly decided that, unlike pre-
vious dramas, their’s would not
be constrained by diplomatic
and political niceties from con-
fronting certain issues — such
as Garda, ahem, ‘co-opera-
tion"... And it is from that coura-
geous decision to paint as true
a picture as possible that Shoot
To Kill derives much of its
power and resonance.

Part two deals with the ar-
rival of Stalker and his team in
the Six Counties and the man-
ner in which, from day one,
their efforts were hampered
and obstructed by all and
sundry; RUC Special Branch,
Hermon and the officers in-
volved in the killings.

What exactly Stalker,
Thorburn and the team have
got themselves into is clearly
(and somewhat comically)
shown very early on. As Stalker
gives his team an opening

brief, an RUC Constable arrives
and declares that “we’ve got
those files you were waiting
for”.

“Good,” replies Thorburn,
“just bring ‘em in and stack ‘em
over here for the moment.”

“I'have them here” says the
RUC man, whereupon he pro-
duces three flimsy folders, each
containing no more than a few
sheets of paper. The astonished
look on Thorburn’s face says it
all. The files in question were
those relating to the internal
RUC investigations into the
three separate shooting inci-
dents — three of them most
controversial events in the re-
cent history of the Six Counties.

MI5 AND KINNEGO

Shoot To Kill also goes*
much, much further than other
accounts in one very crucial re-
spect. Just prior to the six
shootings (all in the space of a
month) three RUC men had
been killed in an explosion at
Kinnego. The explosives used
came from a hayshed which
both RUC Special Branch and
MI5 had under surveillance
That much we knew. And what
has always been suggested is
that the six killings were essen-
tially revenge shootings on the
part of the RUC.

However, the theory ad-
vanced by Shoot To Kill is that
RUC Special Branch and MIS al-
lowed the explosives to be
moved and used in order to
protect an informer, by deflect-
ing attention away from him.

As Thorburn says to Stalker
at one point: “Maybe three
country coppers is a small price
to pay to keep your top source
sweet!”

In fact, it is this theory
which Shoot To Kill advances
as the most likely explanation
for the real basis of, the Stalker
affair. And remember, they are
not working on supposition,
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(continued from page 12)
BIRTHDAY FUNCTION
The Irish Brigade
10 years on the road
Guest artists
Saturday 7th September
Wexford Inn
Wexford Street
DUBLIN

DEBATE
Why is there a war in Ireland?
Guest speaker: Aly Renwick,
ex-British soldier
7.30pm
Wednesday 11th September
Conway Hall,

Red Lion Square
LONDON WC1
Admission £1.00 waged,
50p unwaged
Organised by
Troops Out Movement

DRAW
RESULTS

PDF Transportation Draw

Ist prize £100: E Halligan,
Armagh; 2nd prize Portlaoise
Mirror: T McGinley, Armagh; 3rd
prize Gents Wallet: (McCornail),
Newry; 4th prize Lady’s Purse:
May Brogan, Drogheda; 5th prize
Gents Belt: N. Loughran, Keady.

OIN
ININ
FETIN

SINN FEIN is dedicated to forcing a
British withdrawal from the occupied
Six Counties, the re-unification of our
country and the establishment of a
democratic socialist republic.

If you would like to join Sinn Féin
fill in the form below and send it to
Sinn Féin, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

rather the evidence of a man
who was privy to a lot more
knowledge than most.

Equally important — espe-
cially as far as The Great British
Public are concerned — is the
fact that Shoot To Kill portrays
this affair not as the devious
doings of a bunch of madcap,
bloodthirsty Paddies (thus con-
fining it within the Six
Counties), but shows explicitly
from the outset that the more
one dug into the case, the
clearer the hand of MIS became
in the whole affair. Equally, the
DPP and the direct-rule appara-
tus come up smelling of some-
thing far less pleasant than ros-
es. So much for Ulsterisation.

The fact that the makers
stuck closely to Thorbumn’s sto-
ry — concentrating on the in-
quiry — resulted in one refresh-
ing result. There is no
vilification of the ‘terrorists’ as
the ‘real evil'. Such moralising
— a vital ingredient in most
other dramas — is left for oth-
ers. Shoot To Kill is a straight,
factual account. There is no
hidden agenda.

No wonder John Hermon is
waorried. Shoot To Kill threatens
to raise, once again, issues
which he and others were sure
they had successfully buried.
Also consider the far greater
impact which TV, as opposed to
the printed word, has

Itneeds to shown as widely
as possible. John Hermon's ob.
struction must not be allowed
stand. There are fundamental
Issues al stake here,

Sinn Féin’s demands

Sinn Féin’s ultimate objective is to
create the political conditions neces-
sary to secure a true and lasting
peace in Ireland. This can only be
achieved by:

@ The ending of partition arising
from British rule in six of Ireland'’s 32
counties;

® British disengagement from
Ireland and the restoration to the
Irish people of the right to exercise
self-sovereignty, independence and
national self-determination;

® The setting of a definite date
within the lifetime of a British gov-
ernment for the completion of this
withdrawal;

® The disarming and disband-
ment of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and the Ulster Defence
Regiment as part of the military with-
drawal;

@ The calling of a Constitutional
Conference to which all political par-
ties would be invited. This confer-
ence to be responsible for determin-
ing the nature and composition of an
emergent national police service and
the judiciary. If Britain was sincere
about disengaging and was commit-
ted to an orderly transference of
power, this could be achieved with a
minimum of disorder;

@ The unconditional release of all
political prisoners.
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® The people's opposition to the attempted Soviet coup

lensured that it was doomed from the start
-

Old gu

IN THE most breath-taking series of events in the
Russian capital since October 1917, the three-day Soviet
coup crumbled on Wednesday after determined resis-
tance from the people of Moscow and Leningrad. The
resistance was centred on Boris Yeltsin, the highest
elected official in the Soviet Union (USSR). The attempt
to depose Mikhail Gorbachev failed, leaving Yeltsin in a

position of greater power.

Tanks moved into the centre of
Moscow early on Monday morning
and an eight-person “emergency
committee” announced it had taken
power. Mikhail Gorbachev, presi-
dent of the Soviet Union, was cap-
tured by military units acting under
its orders. Boris Yeltsin, the hugely
popular Russian president, was not
arrested and 48 hours after the
coup splits began to emerge among
the new rulers.

The “emergency committee”,
under Gorbachev’s former vice-
president Gennady Yanayev, com-
prised key figures in the Soviet
military-industrial complex which
is profoundly worried by the
Gorbachev reforms. It seems to
have expected a passive reaction
by civilians and the support of
both the entire army and the KGB,
the secret service. But it was dis-
appointed.

Its initial proclamation had a
very familiar ring to it. Old friends
like “political adventurists” made
their appearance, Unnamed “ex-
tremist forces” were intent on “ru-
ining the state and seizing power at
any cost”. As usual in such events,
a “mortal danger” loomed over
“our great motherland”, while the
answer was to “restore law and or-
der straight away”. The state had
become “ungovernable”,

VIIGOROUS TONE
Gennady Yanayev's own state-

ment adopted a more vigorous
tone. The “most important objec-

tive” was to provide security and, in
doing so, the ruling committee in-
tended to “liquidate anti-constitu-
tional, ungovernable and essentially
criminal military formations”. It was
a clear warning to the Baltic states
where the Lithuanian, Latvian and
Estonian governments have been
setting up their own defence forces.

The new leader indulged in a
flight of fancy when he refused to
say that Gorbachev had been de-
posed. The former Soviet president

ard :*“/ w2
coup crumbles

was “undergoing treatment” for
"high blood pressure". As the day
wore on, the plotters were said to
have demanded a resignation letter
from Gorbachev, which was re-
fused. He was held under house ar-
rest in the Crimea after refusing to
climb down.

Yanayev showed that he wanted
no argument with foreign powers.
He promised to abide by all previ-
ous international treaties.
Disarmament and the dissolution of
the Warsaw Pact were unlikely to
have been affected by the coup. The
state-of-emergency committee’s
gaze was turned inwards, on do-
mestic matters.

Central among these is keeping
the Soviet Union together as one
state. Over the last two years, the
Baltic republics, Georgia, Moldavia
and a number of others have

sought to leave the Soviet Union.
The current political shape of the
USSR is largely a result of the
carve-up of the world by the three
allied powers after the Secqnd
World War, and is against the wish-
es of many of its constituent
nations.

Mikhail Gorbachev tried hard to
preserve some sort of union among
the states and, after considerable
negotiation, he forged an agree-
ment with nine of the republics, in-
cluding Russia where Yeltsin is
president, to form a fairly loose fed-
eration. The “nine-plus-one” agree-
ment involved a change of name
from the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the Union of Soviet
Sovereign Republics and trans-
ferred substantial power from
Moscow to elected parliaments in
the republics. This was a direct as-
sault on the power of the bureau-
cratic, old guard in Moscow and it is
no coincidence that the coup was
launched on the very day before
some of the republics were due to
sign the agreement.

The state-of-emergency commit-
tee included Valentin Pavlov,
Gorbachev's prime minister, interior
minister Boris Pugo, defence minis-
ter Dmitri Yazov, KGB chief Vladimir
Kryuchkov and two more junior offi-
cials. They seemed to have little re-
spect for either the intelligence of
the public or the promises they
made to Mikhail Gorbachev.

Among the key figures of the
coup, KGB boss, Kryuchkoyv, is a for-
mer state prosecutor and helped to
put down the Hungarian uprising.
Yazov was partly responsible for the
failed military policy in Afghanistan.
But Pugo seems the most willing to
use force against protestors. He is
from Latvia but, despite any emo-
tional ties he might have with his
birthplace, he ordered his troops to
fire on Latvians, killing four people
in February.

UNDERSTOOD WEAKNESS

They clearly understood the
weakness of Mikhail Gorbachev.
The president’s initial popularity
has evaporated over the years as he
chopped and changed over re-
forms. Economic chaos is likely to
bring starvation by the winter.
Unemployment has grown frighten-
ingly and prices have risen.
Yanayev's government promised to
provide food, cut prices and raise
wages. These promises, designed
to win over the population, were al-
most certainly empty. In any case,
they were not believed.

Boris Yeltsin's response was to

give the most public challenge to
the coup he could make. He
climbed onto a tank which had ar-
rived outside the Russian
Parliament, to deliver a ringing con-
demnation of the new government
and to demand the freeing of
Mikhail Gorbachev. He later brand-
ed the plotters as criminals,
Between 50,000 and 100,000 people
gathered in Leningrad to support
Yeltsin.

On Tuesday night came news
that Valentin Pavlov had fallen vic-
tim to the ‘iliness’ which afflicted
Gorbachev and this was accompa-
nied by an unconfirmed rumour
that defence minister Yazov had
also been forced to resign.
Thousands of demonstrators sur-
rounded the Russian Parliament
and barricades were erected. When
a small group of armoured person-
nel carriers and tanks tried to test
the mettle of the protestors, they
were driven back with petrol bombs
and missiles.

The determined popular re-
sponse showed to the conscript,
mostly Russian, troops of the Soviet
army that Muscovites were willing
to die for liberty. Suddenly, the re-
maining plotters found that the
Soviet Union has changed utterly
over the last few years and that
their orders were just not being
obeyed. Even Communist Party
leaders of some of the republics be-
gan to condemn the overthrow.

SUPPORT LOST

Faced with the danger of a pro-
longed civil war, the plotters began
to lose their remaining support
within the army. Their last throw
seems to have been an eleventh-
hour attempt to renegotiate some
sort of arrangement with
Gorbachev. Kryuchkov rang Yeltsin
to invite him to a meeting in the
Crimea with Gorbachev and the re-
maining coup leaders. The KGB
boss and his hapless colleagues
then fled hot-foot to the southern
resort.

Effectively, they were abandon-
ing their positions. Defence minister
Yazov ordered the army units to
withdraw from Moscow and the cri-
sis receded. Yeltsin ordered the ar-
rest of the plotters.

Yanayev’s coup was doomed
from the start. His ham-fisted ex-
cuses for it show he does not really
understand the changes which have
happened in his country. It is im-
possible to turn back the clock to
the days of absolute state control,
the people have shown that they
won't accept that.

Frank Maguire was born in
Clones 65 years ago and lived for
most of that time in O'Neill Park in
the town. He was a republican all

OBITUARY
FRANK
MAGUIRE

THE DEATH occurred on Monday, August 12th, after
a long illness, of former Sinn Féin Councillor Frank
Maguire of Clones, County Monaghan. A sincere re-
publican, Frank is mourned by all his family, friends
and comrades who turned out to pay their last re-
spects at his funeral three days later.

his life and a Sinn Féin councillor
on Clones Urban District Council
from 1974 to 1979. At his funeral in
Clones Cemetery on Thursday,

August 15th, the graveside oration
was given by Pat Treanor of Clones
Sinn Féin. Referring to Frank's
wide range of activities during his
full life Pat said:

“Frank was a singer and a
song-writer, a story-teller and a
story-writer, a musician and an his-
torian, and in his earlier days Frank
had been a footballer and a fire-
man, His greatest love was Irish
music and nothing delighted him
more than to see young people,
especially his grandchildren, play-
ing Irish traditional music.

“During his long illness his
courage was exceptional. Rarely
did he complain, although we
know there were painful times dur-
ing the last six years."

Pat Treanor said that as a re-
publican Frank put his point of
view in all company he mixed in.
Unfortunately his dream of a unit-
ed Ireland with justice and peace
was not achieved in his time but

he made it clear that he fully sup-
ported those who continued to
strive for that goal.

The Republican Movement in
the Clones area expresses deepest
sympathy to Frank's wife Kathleen,
his daughters, sons, brother and
sisters and all his family. | measc
laochra na hEireann go raibh sé.
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MICHAEL

DWYER

BY PETER O'ROURKE
MICHAEL DWYER, one of the most daring and fearless
guerrilla leaders of 1798, was born in the Glen of Imaal,
near Baltinglass, County Wicklow, in 1770.

Under Dwyer, the County Wick-
low insurgents held out for over
five years, the longest of any county
in Ireland, against the British army
'folluwing the 1798 Rising, maintain-
ing the spirit of independence right
into Robert Emmet’s day.

During the Rising of 1798, the
Wicklow United Irishmen, led by

NOTICES
DEADLINE

All notices should be in
our Dublin or Belfast of-
ICes no later than 5pm

onday for inclusion in
that week's paper

Dwyer, Joseph Halt, Hugh Byrne,
Martin Bourke and Samuel McAl-
lister, fought side by side with the
Wexford United Irishmen at nu-
merous battles, including Tub-
berneering, Gorey, Arklow and
Vinegar Hill.

Following the defeat of the Unit-
ed Irishmen at the battle of Vinegar
Hill in June 1798, Dwyer who had
succeeded Halt as leader in Novem-
ber, withdrew with his men to the
Dublin and Wicklow mountains,
from where they carried on the bit-
ter fight against the British forces
for nearly six years.

FITTING TRIBUTE
A military road was cut through

FITZSIMMONS, Harry (Crumlin
Roud), Happy birthday. From QT, Joc,
Cookie and Mark.
l::)bANAuu, paul; NORDONE
Stephen (Full Sutton and Gartree). All
the very best on your birthduys this
month, Regards 1o all POWs with you.
Yrom Mary and Patrick, Buncruni.
KEARNS, Gerard (Portlnoine). Huppy

Admhail

TOM SMITH FLUTE BAND. The
Tom Smith Republican Flute I}
Dublin, would like to thank the pco
ple of Twinbrook, Polegluss and
} enadoon for their hospitality during
the anti-internment rally weekend

To ¢ good people
CASSIDY. To all the o
with whom | stayed during last
s Noraid tour. Go ruibh mile
th agaibh, Kay Cassidy.

we
mai

Beannachial

the heart of the mountains, from
Glencree to Leitrim in Imaal, with
barracks every four miles along the
route. These barracks, and the Mili-
tary Road which runs for over 20
miles into Glenmaluce, are fitting
monuments to the bravery and effi-
ciency of Dwyer and his Wicklow
men.

Dwyer agreed to join Robert Em-
met in the ill-fated Rising of 1803,
but never received the signal to
rise. He and his men arrived from
their hide-out in the Wicklow moun-
tains too late to be of assistance.

He fought on until December
1803; by which time nearly all his
comrades had been killed, taken
prisoner or transported. Nothing
was left but to surrender; and he
gave himself up on condition that
he should be allowed to emigrate
with his wife and his family to
America.

The agreement was ruthlessly
broken by the English and Dwyer
was transported to Botany Bay —
one of the worst convict settle-
ments of Australia and Van Die-
man's Land.

Michael Dwyer died in Liverpool,
New South Wales, on August 23rd,
1826, 165 years ago this week.

12th wedding anniversary. All my love.
From your loving wife Carol. XXX
McVEIGH, Tom (Crumlin Road). Hap-
py birthday Tom. Thinking of you al-
ways. Love Dad and twins.

McVEIGH, Tom (Crumlin Road). Hap
py birthday Tom. Thinking of you al-
ways. From ull your brothers and

HisLers
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CLEARY. Decpest sympathy is extend-
ed to our comrade Brendan Cleary and
family on the death of his brother
Michacl. From the republican POWs,
Portlaoise.

CREAGH. Decpest sympathy is extend-
od 1o John Creagh and all of the Creagh
family on the death of their father. From
Hughie, May and family.

CREAGH. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to John and family on the death of
their father. From Sedn, Trish and fami-

Y.
CREAGH. Decpest sympathy to Dave,
Sedn and family on the death of their fa
ther. From Liam Murphy.

DONAGHY. In memory of Thomas
Joseph “Tommy’, who died as a result of
a shooting, August 16th. Dearly loved
son of John and the late Mary Donaghy.
Mary, Queen of the Gacl, pray for him.
Too good in life to be forgotten in death
Always remembered by his father, sister
Ann and entire family circle
DONAGHY. Murdered by the enemies of
Ireland. Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for
him. Always loved and remembered by his
brother John and wife Bernadette.
DONAGHY. Brutally murdered on Au
gust 16th. On his soul, sweet Jesus hava
mercy. Will always be loved and remem-
bered by his brother Gerry, wife Marg-
eret and Ann Marie.

DONAGHY. Murdercd by cowards on
August 16th. Mary, Queen of the Gael,
intercede for him. Always loved and re-
membered with pride by sister Mary,
husband Barney, Sharon and Ciaran
DONAGHY. Murdered by cowards on
August 16th. St Joseph, pray for him
Always remembered by uncle Tommy.
DONAGHY. Murdered on August 16th
Padre Pio, pray for him. You will never
be forgotten Tommy. From uncle John
and aunt Lena.

DONAGHY. Murdered by cowards on
August 16th. Queen of the most holy
rosary, pray for him. Always remem-
bered by his aunt Rose, husband Johnny
and Jamie.

DONAGHY. Murdered by the enemies
of Ireland. St Joseph, pray for him. Al-
ways remembered with pride by nicce
Patricia, husband Kicran and wee Barry.
DONAGHY. Murdered by the enemics
of Ireland. Our Lady, Queen of the Gael,
pray for him. Too good in life to be for-
gotten in death. From nephew Sedn Fer-
gal, wife Karen, Sednin and Caitrfona
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and Don-
aghy family. From the Duncan family
Drumintee.

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to Joan and baby Sedn and Donaghy
family. From the Lochrie and Campbell
Sinn Féin Cumann, Drumintee.
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and Don-
aghy family. From the Jordan Sinn Féin
Cumann, Jonesboro.

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and Don-
aghy family. From the McCann/Grant
Sinn Féin Cumann, Toome.

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and Don-
aghy family. From the James McGinn
Sinn Féin Cumann, Kilrea, South Derry.
DONAGHY. County Derry/SW Antrim
Comhairle Ceantair Sinn Féin deeply re-
gret the death of Tommy and extend to
his family our deepest sympathy.
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the Donaghy family on the
death of Tommy. From the Scamus
Steele Sinn Féin Cumann.

DONAGHY. Decpest sympathy is ex-
tended to the Donaghy family on the
death of Tommy. From the Fergal
O’Hanlon/John Davey Sinn Féin
Cumann, Lavey.

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the Donaghy family on the
death of Tommy. From the Hughes Con-
nolly/McElwee Sinn Féin Cumann, Bel-
laghy.

DONAGHY. Dcepest sympathy is ex-
tended Lo the Donaghy family on the
death of Tommy. From the Maghera
Sinn Féin Cumann,

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ox-
tended to the Donaghy family on the

Comhbhroén

the
Féin

From
Sinn

death of Tommy.
McCusker/MeMullan
Cumann, Swatragh.
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and Don-
aghy family. From Henry and Claire
Cushnahan, Toome.

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sen and Don-
aghy family. From Peter McAleese,
Toome.

DONAGHY. Decpest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sen and Don-
aghy family. From Peter Gallagher,

bome.
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to Joan and baby Sesn and the Donaghy
family on the death of Tommy, who was
slain on August 16th in Britain's interests.
Gone but never forgotten. Always remem-
bered by Gerard Magee, Long Kesh.
DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedin and the
Donaghy family on the death of Tommy,
murdered by pro-British thugs on Au-
gust 16th. Sadly missed but always re-
membered by the McPeake family,
Brackagh, Maghera

DONAGHY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Joan and baby Sedn and the
Donaghy family on the death of Tommy,
murdered by pro-British thugs on Au-
gust 16th, Ireland has lost one of her
finest sons and gained a martyr. Always
remembered by the Brendan Convery
Band, Bellaghy.

DONAGHY. Decpest sympathy is ex-
tended Lo the family and friends of Tom-
my Donaghy murdered by pro-Brit
agents. Always remembered by Sen J
Nash, Bradford, England.

MAC MURCHADHA. Déanann Glu-
aiseacht na Poblachta, larthar Chontae
Luimnigh comhbhrén 6 chrof le bean
chéile, clann, gaolta agus cairde
Eamoinn Mhic Mhurchadha a d’éag le
déanaf. Dflis do Phoblacht na hEireann
agus leanga is cultir na hEireann i ge6-
naf. Suaimhneas sforaf d4 anam.
MAC MURCHADHA. Deinim comhbh-
r6n 6 chrof le Déirfn, bean Eamoinn
Mhic Mhurchadha, a chlann, gaolta agus
cairde Eamoinn a fuair bds 6 chianaibh.
Fear mér groféil a thug misneach agus
ardd crof d’achan duine a bhuail leis.
Cuimhncofar air go bréch. Leaba i measc
laochra na hEireann aige, 6 Choireall
Mac Curtdin.

MAC MURCHADHA. Dednann Cum-
ann Uf Réagdin/McElwee comhbhrén 6
chrof le clann Mhic Mhurchadha, Rinn 6
gCuanach, Co Phortldirge ar bhds
Eamoinn ar an 26 Lunasa 1991. Sheas
sé go dflis riamh leis an dteanga agus ar
son saoirse 4r dtfre. [ measc laochra na
nGael go raibh sé.

MAC MURCHADHA. Our deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Clfona and Aine on
the death of their father Eamonn. Our
hearts are with both of you, your mother
and family during these sad days. Mary,
Queen of the Gael, grant him rest. From
Christine, Amanda and Adrian Me-
Shane.

MAHER. Deepest sympathy to Ben on
the death of his mother on Sunday. From
Dublin Sinn Féin.

MAHER. Comhbhr6n 6 chrof do Ben
Maher as ucht bds a mhéthair le déanaf.
O Aengus.

MAHER. Comhbhrén 6 chrof do Ben
Mabher as ucht bds a mhathair le déanai.
O Aisling O Dalaigh.

MAHER. Decpest sympathy to Ben on
the death of his mother Ellen on Sunday.
From the McGovern family, Drimnagh.
MAHER. Decpest sympathy to Ben on
the death of his mother Ellen on Sunday.
From Cormac King and family.
MAHER. Deepest sympathy to Ben on
the death of his mother Ellen on Sunday.
From Tony O'Rawe, Mary and Robert.

O SEANACHAIN. In proud and loving
memory of a great Irishman, Pddraig O
Seanachdin murdered by a pro-British
death squad. Is beannaithe iad a fuair
bas ar son saoirse na hEireann. Always
remembered by Barra Mac Giolla
Dhuibh, Crumlin Road Prison.

WRENN. Deepest sympathy is extended
1o the wife and family of Tony on their
recent bereavement. From Gerry and
Pauline.

1 nDil Chuimhne

BRADLEY, Iin
(19th); MADDE

Mickey Devine, Patrick Hy
Rowntree. | mease lnochra na nG
tionary but never the revalution.”
comrades in Oglaigh na hEircann

on (9th); DEVINE, Mickey (10th); HUGHES, Patrick
, Noel (191h); O'HAGAN, James (20th); ROWNTREE
Oliver (19th). Tn proud and loving memory of Volunteers Eamon Bradle
hes, Nocl Madden,
el go raibh sind,'
always r

ames O'Hagan and Oliver
hey may kil the revolu-
smbered by their friends and

DEVINE, Mickey (10th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Vol Mickey i
Always remembered by the M
fumily, Camloch, at home and abroad.

HUGHES, Patrick; MADDEN, Noel;
ROWNTREE, Oliver (19th Ann). In
proud and loving memary of Vols Patrick
Hughes, Noel Madden, and Oliver Rown-

tree, Killed in action August 22nd, 1972
Always remembered by the Newry Mar-
tyrs/John Mitchell Sinn Féin Cumann
and Newry PDE

WATTERS, Brendan (7th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Vol Brendan Wat-
ters, who lost his life fighting the British
oceupation of our country on August 8th,
1984, Always remembered by his friend
and comrade Kenny, Portlacise
WATTERS, Breadan (7th Aan). [a proud
and loving memory of Vol Breadan Wal-
ters, who lost his life fighting the British
occupation of our country on August 8th,
1984. Always remembered by his friend
and comrade Hardbap, Portlaoise.
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THE GARDAI are to abandon their traditional tie
in favour of a clip-on version. Cunning villains
resisting arrest have apparently taken to half-
strangling gardai by using their ties as weapons
so the brave boys in blue pleaded with their su-
periors for a less lethal (and easier to fasten)
model.

"We have been agitating for some time to have them replaced
because of the safety risks they posed,” said a Garda
Rep ive Association spokesp Barrack master Chief
Superintendent Tony Mulligan is expecting 10,000 clip-ons to ar-
rive shortly at the Gardai's HQ in the Phoenix Park. $

This loosening of the blue collar is not expected to result in
any dramatic changes in Garda attitudes, although there is always
the possibility that in individual cases an overzealous fastening
technique could have resulted in a constricted flow of blood to the
brain. That could explain a lot.

VISITORS from the Basque
country "help Special
Branch detectives with their
inquiries” after they had
paid a fraternal visit to the
Sinn Féin Bookshop in
Dublin. Just another exam-
ple of how the boys in blue
help the tourist industry.

AR
JAMES SMYTH from Rosslea pleaded guilty at Fermanagh Court
to having a quantity of wash, using a still, manufacturing alcohol
and having spirits on which the Customs and Excise duty had not
been paid. He was fined £300.

The Fermanagh man who had been caught making poteen for
the second time asserted when questioned by RUC and customs
officials that “It may be illegal but it’s not a crime”.

e
OUR OLD FRIEND Chester Stern, in collaboration with Mervyn
Rees in the Zimbabwean capital, Harare, writes in one of the
tabloid rags on Sunday that the queen of England and John Major
may be the targets of a “bizarre terror link-up between the IRA,
PLO and Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi hitmen”.

According to the dynamic duo, conveniently unnamed intelli-
gence agents have apparently uncovered this terrible plot to dis-
rupt the Commonwealth conference in Zimbabwe. Windsor, Major
and 55 other heads of state will be there in October.

The bombing of the conference hotel last month which caused
£1 million of damage has been linked to an Iraqi hit team, arrested
in another hotel overlooking the US Embassy, who were deported
in March. The razor-sharp agents soon picked up “close links" be-

tween the IRA and the PLO and to cap it all off, when the Sheraton
Hotel was bombed last month, there was a PLO delegation staying

- there at the time. This delegation had connections with “a roving

IRA cell”,
The foiled March attack was ordered by Saddam, says Stern

and Rees, because he was angry that Zimbabwe had chaired the
UN Security Council during the Gulf War.

“When that attack was foiled, he saw the opportunity to further
damage American interests by bombing the Sheraton Hotel — and
used his established terror links with the IRA to support a Provo
attack against the Commonwealth.”

#1035
FORMER BRIT POLICE OFFICER Peter King has caused a lot of
bother i is iction for theft, d ion and false ac-
counting at Lewes Crown Court. The bent ex-bobby was responsi-
ble for payouts to informants and supergrasses throughout
Britain, being in charge of the informants fund for the No.6
Regional Crime Squad, responsible for Surrey, Kent and Sussex.

King pleaded guilty to stealing £12,000 from the Regional
Crime Squad while working as office manager for them and asked
for 111 other offences to be taken into account. Over a three-year
period he used a police American Express card to go on expensive
holidays, including a £984 trip to Los Angeles with his family and
lived a life of luxury until he was caught. He even bought camera
equipment which he claimed was for police work. He was jailed
for 14 months but he is said to have threatened to divulge ad-
dresses of informants to his fellow prisoners.

King is currently being held in segregated custody in prison
hospital but a senior detective warned "if he chooses to be vindic-
tive it could be devastating”.

2
THE Whitbread Brewery in England has offered a total of £13,000
to the winners of its Volunteer Action Awards. We would advise
AP/RN readers who would like to nominate the action of their
choice, (My own favourite is the Downing Street mortar attack) to
please refrain from naming the Volunteers concerned in the inter-
ests of security. Our English readers might like to ring Whitbread
at 0272 252000 for further information and a nomination form.
£tk
A DRUNKEN Royal Marine who sped the wrong way down a road
escaped jail in an Exeter court because he had been to the Gulf.

Leonard May, stationed at Poole in Dorset, was two and a half
times over the limit when he drove 20 miles along the A38 dual
carriageway towards Exeter. He was fined £1,360 and banned from
driving for a year.

P -
SCOTTISH VILLAGERS have received an official apology after Brit
and US marines staged a mock battle in their midst.

Residents of Range Cottages near Arrochar in Dumbartonshire
had their sleep interrupted at 3am on a Sunday in June by explo-
sions and the sound of heavy machine-gun fire. Over 70 heavily
armed troops stormed through houses and gardens, leaving hun-
dreds of cartridges lying around in their wake, many of them live

EFLYING COLUMN

blank rounds which could cause serious injury if mishandled.

Earl of Arran

fairs which caused the nuisance and distress”.

. Special
- .Branch

pumbarton MP John McFall said that the apology from the
at the British Ministry of Defence was welcome but
that the incident was 3 ridiculous and unacceptable state of af-

They'whlstle, they grunt,
they groove and they're in

Charfies Bar, Dublin o
August 10 and 11.

The RTE Guide warned us of this and | missed it. Damnation!
(Apologies to The Brilliant Trees.)

ON TUESDAY, August 20th, RTE reporter Bob Powell took the
Soviet ambassador to task for the new Soviet leadership’s “cen-
soring” of the media.

Is this the same RTE (and the same reporter) who refuse to in-
terview members of a legal, registered political party because of
Section 31 of the Broadcasting Act?

Would RTE condemn Section 31 as state censorship if it was
Russian?

Or are Bob Powell and his colleagues just paying lip service to
media freedom?

1 think we should be told.

oS
AS TWO Newry hoods continue to claim sanctuary in the town’s
cathedral with the full support of the Catholic church and Cardinal
Cahal Daly it is worth recalling the experience of IRA Volunteers
Tony Meade, Denis Foley and Willie Reilly in Armagh in 1358.

Following an abortive attempt to plant a mine outside the RUC
barracks in Irish Street in Armagh the trio made their escape in a
taxi, running into St Patrick’s Cathedral.

The sanctity of the church was not much in evidence that day
when the RUC stormed the building and arrested the three hiding
in the confessionals.
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