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IVIajorlty
say Briti
must go

A TELEVISION PROGRAMME broadcast this week reports that a MORI
poll conducted in Britain shows 61% of people in favour of a British mili-
tary and political withdrawal from the Six Counties within four years. A

sizeable number wanted withdrawal

The poll which features in Channel 4's Pack Up Your Troubles
documentary on Thursday night and which interviewed 2,000 peo-
ple, also found 51% in favour of involving Sinn Féin in political
talks. A majority of those questioned also opposed repressive
legislation employed by the British in the North.

These results allied with the
those of last spring’s ESRI poll in
the 26 Counties which found 82% of
those sampled in favour of Irish uni-
ty, are a clear message to the British
government, demonstrating that its
occupation of Ireland is entirely un-
democratic.

The wishes of the vast majority
of the Irish people is for national
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unity and an overwhelming wish of
the British people for many years
now has been for their soldiers to
be taken out of this country. The re-
jection of the democratic wishes of
the people of Ireland by successive
British governments and their con-
tinued indifference to the expressed
wishes of their own people, has
produced this violent conflict.

mediately

Y 2nd November

The responsibility for ending
that conflict lies primarily with
London. But there are important
lessons too for the Dublin govern-
ment and the SDLP in these recent
surveys. By continuing to work to a
British agenda in Ireland, they pro-
tract the problem and prolong the
suffering of Irish people. The public
good will is there in abundance in
both Ireland and Britain for them to
confront the British government in
the international forum with the de-
mand for Irish unity and national
self-determination.

Those who most clearly ex-

press the aspiration to British with-
drawal and Irish unity are banned
from the airwaves in Britain and
Ireland. The censoring of these
views has obviously not had any
effect ‘n persuading people either
here or in Britain that they are
wrong. What it has done is to stifle
debate on the Six Counties and to
further erode democracy. Such
measures are not aimed at reach-
ing a solution to the problem but

Sinn Féin National
Women's Conference

are an attempt by the British gov-
ernment to shove it under the car-
pet. Despite their efforts it has not
worked.

The British government cannot
ignore the will of the people forever.
Sooner or later they will have to
come to terms with the fact that
their days in Ireland are numbered.
It is towards such a realisation that
the Dublin government should now
be encouraging the British.
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(OPINION )
New AP/RN next week

Next we-ek AP/RN will be produced in a new for-
mat. In line with our policy of keeping right up to
date with the latest developments we will be
mak‘ing fuller use of new technology to produce
a bflghter, better paper. This gives us the oppor-
tunity to expand our news coverage and features
a'nd to bring Ireland's leading political newspaper
right into the 1990s. As always, these changes
will be for the benefit of you, the reader. All the
changes will not happen overnight of course and
AP/RN welcomes comments and contributions.
So keep your eye out for AP/RN next week.

Annesley and Belstead

RUC CHIEF CONSTABLE Hugh Annesley has re-
vealed his sectarian disregard for the lives of na-
tionalists. Eager to join the ranks of the apolo-
gists for the sectarian campaign of terror
unleashed by loyalist death squads against the
nationalist community, Annesley echoed the
words of DUP spokesperson Sammy Wilson, as
he rushed to dismiss sectarian attacks by loyal-
ists as merely “reactive” to the IRA.

In an hour-long interview on BBC Radio Ulster on
Sunday, October 20th, the head of Britain’s official
RUC death squads said that despite the recent up-
surge in loyalist killings, his number one priority was
the defeat of the IRA. He repeated these sentiments
on Tuesday at a Chruch of Ireland synod in Armagh.

The RUC chief constable’s complacency in the wake
of spiralling loyalist attacks on the Catholic communi-
ty comes as no great surprise. The organisation he
heads has never been and never will be a neutral law
enforcement agency; it was and remains a sectarian
1surgency force, intent on subduing the na-
tionalist population and their aspirations for Irish uni-
ty. In this at least the RUC has a great deal in common
with loyalist killers, with whom they collude.

Meanwhile the British minister responsible for ‘se-
curity’ in the Six Counties has come in for scathing
criticism following an interview in which he arrogant-
ly dismissed talk of a possible ban on the murderous
loyalist gang the UDA.

Lord Belstead, number two at the NIO, was being
interviewed for BBC radio on Monday, October 21st,
when he replied to questions over the banning of the
UDA with the dismissive comment: “| don’t think we
need to follow the endless discussion as to whether
the list of proscribed organisations should be extend-
ed. | think by having the UVF and the UFF proscribed,
proscription is doing exactly what it is intended to
do.”
While republicans recognise no right of a British
government to ban any organisation in Ireland,
Belstead’s comments are a sure signal to the long list
of UDA victims, that both he and his government, as
was reiterated by the RUC Chief Constable, view the
ongoing slaughter of Catholics as something not to
get too excited over.
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As British army experts moved
in to deal with a number of hoax
devices on major roads and
bridges, and as Brooke prepared fo
answer questions for the press in
Fountain Street, a number of loud
explosions were heard just streets
away at the Castle Court complex.

Commenting in a statement on
this operation, the IRA said that
they had placed two devices on
board a commandeered vehicle
and placed it in the Castle Court
complex on Tuesday, October
22nd. One device containing two
pounds of Semtex was timed to
detonate ten minutes after an ini-
tial half pound charge had explod-
ed to catch bomb disposal experts
moving in to examine the scene of
the first explosion. The British sol-
diers though were still several
yards off when the second and
larger device exploded.

LOYALIST GANGS
TARGETED

The [RA in Belfast have said that
its Volunteers carried out the two
separate attacks against loyalist tar-
gets in the city on Monday, October
21st.

In the first of the attacks a boo-
by-trap bomb exploded under a
gold Sierra car as it entered Hope
Street in the Sandy Row area of
South Belfast seriously injuring the
driver. In a statement on the attack
the IRA said:
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“Over the past month a number
of our Volunteers l'ndepcn({ent/y_ re-
ported seeing the (name({ md‘lwdu-
al) UVF commanding officer in the
North, driving a gold qud Src;na car
Registration YIJ 3520 in nationalist
areas of the city. We firmly ?zel/eve
he was carrying out reconnaissance
for future loyalist attacks.

“Our intelligence department
traced the car and established that
it was owned by a loyalist with UVF
associations stretching back to the
late 1970s, who was living in the
Westland area. Monitoring of the
vehicle established a pattern of use
for the vehicle and on the basis of
this we placed a booby-trap bomb
under the car on Monday evening,
in anticipation of our principal tar-
get (the named loyalist) driving it
the following morning. In the event
it was driven by his close associate
who suffered serious injuries in the
blast.”

In a statement on the other oper-
ation, the IRA said:

“Our Volunteers targeted [a
named loyalist] the UDA’s com-
manding officer in Highfield on
Tuesday evening. Urfortunately he
(the named loyalist) was not at his
Highvale Gardens home when the
ASU arrived. Volunteers on the op-
eration were forced to fire a number
of shots over the heads of local
people who attempted to intervene
as the ASU effected its withdrawal
from the area.”
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mobile patrol come under fire imc
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Omagh. The device, which -,,:
fired from a roadside ditch a3 Iy:
a(_moured car passed by, narmwi'
missed its target and detunatedc,:
impact with an electricity junctipy
box adjacent to waste ground, The
attack on Monday saw a UDR mzp
escape injury when a number of
shots were fired at him through the
window of his Cookstown home,

FERMANAGH

BOOBY-TRAP
A serving member of the RUC
survived a booby-trap attack on
Saturday, October 19th, when he
discovered a Semtex bomb which
had been attached to the underside
of his car outside his Lisnaskea

home in County Fermanagh.

PATROL BLASTED
The IRA in South Armagh dete-
nated a substantial roadside bomd
as a patrol of British soldiers pre
pared to enter the village of
Silverbridge on Sunday, Qctober
20th.
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THE ONLY TANGIBLE RESULT of the new Programme

wwsfor Government agreed between Fianna Féil-and-the

Progressive Democrats was that Charlie Haughey re-
mained in office. The programme was finally agreed be-
_._fore the 4pm deadline on Friday, October 18th. At 4pm
. the Leinster House deputies fad to vote on a Fine Gael

motion of no confidence.

The programme itself covers 29
sections. Interest centred on what
policies the programme would im-
plement on job creation, tax reform
and tax evasion. Housing, educa-
tion, health and social welfare and
the government's current budgetary
difficulties were also prominent as-
pects of the new programme.

The political circumstances sur-
rounding the formulation of the
new programme make it a dubious
and suspect document. It was writ-
ten in the aftermath of the Green-
core and Telecom debacles. The
economic record of both parties
makes the feasibility of its objec-
tives laughable. Rarely have so
many well meaning platitudes been
abused in the one piece of text.

For instance, the programme
claims that the FF/PD coalition was
formed by the parties in the “na-
tional interest”. They claim that the
programme is driven by “a range of
important social, economic and in-
stitutional reform objectives”. In its
introduction, which is titled “Overall
Framework” (this title is used to
fool us into thinking that the 26-
County government actually has a
coherent plan) the programme tells

us that proper accountability must
be ensured by the state and busi-
ness at every level; that every citi-
zen must be afforded greater access
and openness concerning govern-
ment and state affairs; that our vital
social services will be further devel-
oped and improved.

BIG BROTHER

On the question of tax evasion
the programme states that “the gov-
ernment will establish a universal ID
system”. This ID scheme will apply
to “significant commercial and finan-
cial activities, such as property and
stock market transactions and bank
accounts”. So the ordinary punter
will as usual be hounded by the rev-
enue commissioners for sums that
seem insignificant compared to re-
cent property speculation deals con-
ducted with public money.

Are we actually expected to be-
lieve that the Mick Smurfits and
Dermot Desmonds of this world are
going to be thwarted by ID cards?
Mick Smurfit is a tax exile. That's
why he was appointed as Honorary
Consul to Monaco. An ID card
would be irrelevant for him, as in
truth it would be for most of the fi-
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Mick Morrissey studies the "Pro
gramme for Government” agreed
after marathon talks between the
Progressive Democrats and Fianria

Fé4il, and shows that

grai

the pro

does not

examination.

nancial community.

erties with the intelligence of the

Job creation and employment,.yoting public. Are.we really.sup:

are topics mentioned throughout
the text of the new programme, The
hollow jargon flows freely
throughout the text. The introduc-
tion talks of achieving "pro-jobs tax

pased to believe that “The govern-
ment's priorities include protecting
the living standards of social wel-
fare recipients?” Or that the govern-
ment wants “to develop the health

“Feform: that Wil profote 6hmploy- ™ SErVIEes s6™ a8 18 ensure equality ©

ment"”. The section on employment
creation tell us that “the govern-
ment are determined to create the
conditions for further sustained em-
ployment growth”. The Task Force
on Employment is one of the vehi-
cles that will enable the govern-
ment to “take speedy and effective
measures to assist employment cre-
ation”, The initial recommendations
of the task force "have already been
implemented” according to the doc-
ument. What these recommenda-
tions are seems to be a secret.

The document's authors take lib-

access to services irrespective of
means”? Are we supposed to be-
lieve that hospital waiting lists don’t
exist for those who can't afford
private healthcare? Are we sup-
posed to believe that private health-
care doesn't exist?

COMMITTED
- TO EXTRADITION
On extradition the programme
tells us that the the government are
“concerned”, not about the plight
of Dessie Ellis, but about Irish citi-
zens escaping justice “in respect of

serious crimes committed by them

m ‘countries . Un tne
Brooke Talks, the document trots
out the much abused piece about
“sets of relationships”. We will all
- feel safe. in.the-knowledge-that
overnment remains committed t

tion in Northern Ireland, and in en-
suring evenhandedness in the be-
haviour of the security forces”.

The PD/FF.negotiators.who for-
mulated this document seem con-
vinced that just by annunciating the
many-social and economic problems
facing the 26-County state, they have
~dofe the people of Iretand a major

s Eam. At dep.
prepare their estimates for next
year's budget, it has become clear
just how frivolous a gesture the pro-
gramme for government is. In what
Charlie Haughey describes as a
“grim job” hundreds of millions of
pounds are to be cut from pres-
surised budgets. Already the govern-
ment is backing away from its sup-
posed ~social -~ and  economic
objectives, However, ‘cutbacks’ was
the one word absent from the Pro-
gramme for Government document.
We will find out all about them at Al-
bert Reynolds’ next budget.

@ Albert Reynolds (below left) whose next budget will implement the cutbacks conveniently omitted

the Issues

BY HILDA MacTHOMAS
LONDON AND DUBLIN GOVERNMENT MINISTERS
came together in London last week for another meeting
of the intergovernmental conference. The meeting set
about its intended business, that for which the confer-
ence had been set up in the first place — to defuse live

political issues.

There were controversial ques-
tions which might have forced the
Dublin government to issue a
protest, such as the RUC's singling
out of the IRA in the midst of a loy-
alist upsurge, or fresh reports of
collusion between loyalists and the
crown forces, or even the recent
declaration by British Foreign Sec-
retary Douglas Hurd that “the de-
bate was no longer about the bor-
der and Irish reunification”. All such
questions were instead described in
official statements as “‘matters
which the conference will consid-
er”. A place on the intergovernmen-
tal conference agenda is the one-
way ticket to political non-
issue-land.

Dublin Foreign Affairs Minister
Gerry Collins sought, and apparent-
ly obtained, ‘reassurances’ that
British policy hadn't shifted from

support of the Hillshorough Agree-
ment to an integrationist agenda a
la James Molyneaux. Yet in a sepa-
rate press conference after the
meeting, Peter Brooke was more
evasive when asked whether Hurd's
words had been debated: “It is not
a subject which we on this particu-
lar occasion in any sense dis-
cussed.” Translated: it never came
up.

Any British policy shift, or
change in public posturing, is due
to the proximity of the British gen-
eral elections. Just as these elec-
tions are being blamed for the lack
of enthusiasm of the British, the
unionists and the SDLP in restarting
the now defunct ‘Brooke Talks’, they
can also be blamed for the rash of

unionist and even integrationist
rhetoric which is coming out of
British ministerial mouths — union

@ Charles Haughey — lacking the imagination and the courage to demand what most Irish people wish for:

Irish unity

ists who may hold the balance of
power at Westminster are being
courted.

PADDED DOORS

As for Dublin, they made their
courageous protest behind the
closed and padded doors of the in-
tergovernmental conference. Didn't
‘they? There is a good reason why
the Dublin government is so keen to
get some movement on the North,
No, not the defence of northern na-
tionalist interest, Haughey's footnote
in the history books still requires an
illustration: CJ photographed shak-
ing hands with lan Paisley and
James Molyneaux — caption, ‘His-
torical North-South meeting a pre-
lude to peace?’ The Dublin premier
needs it badly after the stains on his

from the government programme

CV caused by the recent financial
scandals.

In Bodenstown last Sunday, at
Fianna Fail's Wolfe Tone commemo-
ration, Haughey spoke at length of
the “openness and imagination” his
government would display (towards
unionists obviously) if the talks re-
sumed. Yet it does not take much

“imagination to

people in Ireland wish for: Irish uni-
ty, or what most people in Britain
seem to want: a British withdrawal
from Ireland,

PULL OUT
Opinion polls are as reliable as
the bias in the sample or in the
wording of the questions, and the
readiness of the people sampled
to answer truthfully, This is why

Sinn Féin has always fared badly
in opinion polls in the Six Coun-
ties, compared to its actual elec-
tion results. Last Spring's ESRI poll
on Irish unity had found that 82%
of those sampled wished for Irish
unity. And, for what it's worth, a
MORI poll organised in Britain for
this Thursday’s Channel Four pro-
me Pack tp Your Troubles,
found 51% in favour of involving
Sinn Féin in political talks, 61%
thinking that the British army
shauld be pulled out quickly and
70% thinking that the presence of
British troops made no difference
to the situation in the North or
made it worse.
The British government does not
need ‘imagination’, it just needs to
listen to its own public opinion.
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Police Federatiop

targets ex-lifers

THE RELATIVES of life Sentengg
ers were amongst those Who oy
outrage at the Ia?est pmno“"c:sgsd
from the RUC Police Fede"ation ment
said the length of time served p, i
not long enough and that therg shersi’
be a minimum sentence of 25 Voo oulg
In an even more alarming dc"e'ODmem S.
body alleged that ex-lifers have becomg i’ the Al
what they describe as acts of terrorigm,
Commenting on !he statement, Sip Féin o
Spokesperson Councillor Fr.ancie MO'on & "sony
as disgraceful and has Pointed out thy . ;\ o
ments could all too easily be used by i Com,
squads as a pretext for murder of yey P st geam
ists. He called on RUC Federation bogs Sam Bo
withdraw his scurrilous remarks. Cattig 1,

RUC leaks continye

FIVE MORE nationalist families j, W
Belfast were visited by RUC me"\ber:tﬁ
be informed that their persong| detauu
have been leaked to loyalist gunmen s
These nationalists, told that they are at ﬁsklrn,.
loyalist killers, include two pensioners whe five o
Grosvenor Road. They are totally mystifieq a3 to wh,
their details were passed to loyalist killers, The ;,},f
visits informing the people of the risk occurred ..
the weekend of October the 21st and 22nd.

MOVILLE GREr ‘
LRVIRONMENTAL G

on the
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® Members of the Moville/Greencastle Environment
Group outside Leinster House — their meeting with
26-County Environment Minister Padraig Flynn left

ed over

them with a bitter taste in the mouth

Du Pont campaign

hits Dublin -

““THERE is no good reason
why the health, environment
and livelihoods of the people
of the north-west should suf-
fer for the political expediency
of the Southern government
or the profit motives of Du
Pont. We are as much entitled
to clean air, food and water as
anyone else. We will accept
nothing less,” said Enda Craig,
of the Moville/Greencastle En-
vironment Group.

He was speaking outside Leinster
House, where, on Wednesday, October
23rd, representatives from the 64 com-
munity and environmental groups,
unions, farmers’ groups and political par-
ties on both sides of the border which
make up the Derry/Donegal Environmen-
tal Alliance, gathered. They have come
together to campaign against the pro-
posed Du Pont toxic waste incinerator on
the outskirts of Derry. Members of the
Cork Environmental Alliance and Green-
peace were also present.

Several hundred people, in six
coaches, travelled all the way from Der-
ry and north-west Donegal to impress
on Dublin’s Environment Minister,
Padraig Flynn, the strength of their op-
position to the incinerator. In fact, there
is practically unanimous opposition,
among politicians and the public in the
region, to the incinerator. Among Derry
city councillors only UDP (the party set
up by the UDA military commander
John McMichael) Councillor Ken Kerr
supports the incinerator. The Du Pont
incinerator would process industrial
chemical waste from all over Ireland.
The Dublin government has been asked

to fund the project to the tune of £12.5
million.

“Incineration is a pain in the ash;
Needham and Flynn we want no cancer
on our skin; Ban the Burn; and Du Pont,
WE will perish, with the idea that YOU
cherish,” were just some of the slogans
on a myriad of colourful banners, ex-
pressing people’s real fears that the incin-
erator will destroy their environment and
pose an unnecessary risk to their's and
their childrens’ health.

“The evidence is overwhelming
worldwide that incinerators are a horror
story and destroy all aspects of the local
environment,” said Enda Craig. He as-
sured reporters that people don't believe
Du Pont’s assurances that they will not
import waste. He also rejected Du Pont's
Environmental Impact Assessment, say-
ing: “We have no faith in a Du Pont fund-
ed environmental assessment or a British
government backed inquiry.”

REQUESTS
REJECTED

Péadraig Flynn has rejected repeated
requests from Donegal County Council
for an official meeting with him on the Dy
Pont affair. According to Craig, Flynn has
said that the campaigners against the in-
cinerator are jumping the gun, that noth-
ing has been decided, “We say that it's
better to get in too soon than too late,"
said Craig. He expressed concern that the
fact that there is no TD on the Inishowen
peninsula in Donegal means that the
Dublin government may feel that they
will not suffer politically by locating the
incinerator just over the border, He sajq
that if this is the wish of the Dublin gov-
ernment they also have “the collusion or
agreement of the British government and
the desire of Du Pont to create a toxic
waste industry in the north-west,

“They have no mandate from anyone
to put this just across the border and we
will not accept it,” Craig concluded. Later,
having met Flynn, he said that the meet-
ing had left the group with a “bitter taste
in the mouth”,

One woman from Moville said that
she swims all year round in Lough Foyle.
Shg objected strongly to the incinerator,
saying that no matter what precautions
were taken, even minute amounts of
waste added up. She sajd that the pre-
val{lng wind in the area is south westerly,
Whlclh meant that the people of Muff an(j
Moville in Donegal would be the ones to
suffer from smoke emissions,

i NON~COMMITTAL
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Censorship challengeg

THE third anniversary of the British
broadcasting ban was marked by
protest in Australia. On October 18th,
the eve of the anniversary and of the ar-
rival in the country of Birmingham Si
member Johnny Walker, an open letter
signed by 21 trade union leaders and
nine state parliamentarians was handed
into the British consulate in Sydney.

The letter, addressed to John Major, urges an end
to the ban and “free debate and information” on
Ireland. The initiative was organised by the Australian
Irish Congress.

In Belfast, the headquarters of the BBC was the
scene for an anti-censorship picket mounted by men-
bers of Sinn Féin on Monday, October 21st. The
protest, attended by five local Sinn Féin councillors,
followed a similar demonstration at the headquarters
of Ulster Television.

| ® Sinn Feéin ¢,

| anu-censorsm;
| of the BBC




THE Supreme Court in
Dublin reserved judge-
ment in the cases of
Belfast men Paul ‘Dingus’
Magee, Tony Sloan and
Michael ‘Beaky’ McKee.
Magee and Sloan are ap-
pealing against orders for
their extradition to the Six
Counties while the state is
appealing the High Court's
refusal to extradite
McKee.

On Tuesday, October 22nd, a
bench warrant was issued for the
arrest of Paul Magee who did not
turn up at the court. His appeal as
well as that of Sloan went ahead.

All three men escaped from
Belfast's Crumlin Road Jail in 1981
and were later rearrested in the 26
Counties and sentenced to ten
years each in Portlaoise Prison by
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the Spucxm Court in Green Street.
Shortly before their release from
Portlaoise, warrants for their extra-
dition were issued by the RUC.

In their absence, the Diplock
courts had sentenced Magee to life
imprisonment for killing SAS
Captain Herbert Westmacott in May
1980. Sloan was sentenced to 20
years for the possession of arms
and ammunition and the imprison-
ment of paid perjurer James
Kennedy. McKee also received a 20-
year sentence for the possession of
weapons with intent to endanger
life.

In January this year the High
Court in Dublin quashed the extra-
dition order against McKee, on the
grounds that he was entitled to
claim exemption from extradition
because the offences for which he
was convicted in the North were po-
litical.

The State is arguing that the de-

cision of the High Court was wrong

AT THE OLD BAILEY, London, the trial of Dessie Ellis
continued this week. The circumstances of his extra-
dition and the changing of charges were forgotten as
the prosecution presented its case. Their case rests
solely on forensic evidence which claims that Ellis's

David Jeffreys QC, acting for
the prosecution, alleged that Ellis’s
fingerprints had been found on “a
radio transmitter, two encoders
and a long-term delay time and
power unit”. In all 24 separate
prints were alleged to have been
found on what Jeffreys described
as ‘a cache of bomb-making equip-
ment’. Jeffreys also claimed that
the crown “did not suggest Mr Ellis
was in England at the time of the
bombings. If he was party to the
conspiracy, it does not matter
where he was during the execution
of the campaign.”

Not content with letting the
case for the prosecution rest on
forensic evidence, Jeffreys
laboured over describing five

fingerprints were found on ‘bomb devices'.

bomb attacks in Britain, that the
prosecution claims are linked to
“bomb-making equipment” on
which Ellis’s fingerprints were
found.

The trial was halted for three
days as legal arguments between
counsel were heard in camera, re-
suming on Wednesday, October
23rd. The case for the defence dis-
puted the prosecution case on the
grounds that the book of evidence
used in the Old Bailey trial was the
same as that used to convict Ellis in
Dublin in 1981. Ellis was being re-
tried for an alleged offence for
which he had already served a sen-
tence. On Wednesday, October
23rd, Geoffrey Robertson, Ellis's
defence lawyer, stated that “Ellis
had worked for the IRA in Dublin in
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Judgement reserved
In extradition cases

e et BY ART Mac EOIN.

in its ruling that McKee's convic-
tions did not involve the use of au-
tomatic firearms, which are E\'chul»
ed from the political offence
definition under the 1987
Extradition Act.

WARRANT ISSUED

Edward Comyn, SC for the state,
said that he had instructions to ap-
ply for the dismissal of Paul
Magee’s appeal if he was not pre-
sent. He asked the court to certify
there had been a breach of his bail
conditions and order his arrest,
pending his extradition to the Six
Counties. The court decided to is-
sue a bench warrant for Magee's ar-
rest but that it would hear his ap-
peal.

Magee claimed that the 1987
Extradition Act infringes his rights
under the 1937 Constitution be-
cause it is retrospective. The of-
fences for which he is wanted
would have come within the politi-
cal exemption clause at the time

1981", adding that Ellis believed
that the incendiary devices which
were brought to his shop in Dublin
were for use in the Six Counties.
The judge told the jury to disre-
gard the second charge against

they were commit-
ted. He also says i
that there was un-
due delay on the 77
part of the RUC in §
making a request ,
for his extradition. &

POLITICAL .

OFFENCES

The state has
cross-appealed
part of the High
Court judge’s order o
as it relates to Tony &
Sloan. It claims the
High Court was
wrong in ruling
that several of the
offences for which
he is wanted were
political offences.
The High Court =%
had ruled in
January that
Sloan’s possession
of a 7.62 rifle and
M60 were not ex-
cluded from being
political offences
by the 1987 Extra-
dition Act. He is
also wanted in the
North for the im-
prisonment of paid
perjurer James
Kennedy and his
original appeal
against extradition
was rejected by the
High Court.

Patrick McEntee ® TONY SLOAN
argued that there was not sufficient
evidence that the sentiments es-
poused in a document produced in
the High Court by RUC witness
Richard Gaughan, who said it was
the Constitution and training manu-
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® Supporters of Dessie Ellis outside the GPO in Dublin on Saturday, October 19th

Ellis of possessing explosives be-
tween January 1st, 1981 and
October 27th, 1983. This comes in
addition to the dropping of charges
against Ellis for having control of
explosive substances within the UK

in London

al of the IRA, were sentiments
shared by Tony Sloan. Sloan and
Magee had also appealed against
their extradition on the grounds
that they would suffer ill-treatment
if sent back to the North.

in the same time period as the oth-
er charges. It is widely believed
that Ellis would not have been ex-
tradited had these charges been
omitted from his extradition war-
rant.
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Doherty case

BY WILLIAM HUGHES
WASHINGTON DC. It was at exactly 1.50pm on October
16th, 1991, that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
William Rhenquist called the last case of the day’s
docket. “We will now consider oral arguments in No
90-925, Immigration and Naturalisation Service, peti-

tioner, versus Joseph Doherty,

"

intoned the jurist,

known for his extreme conservative views on the
Constitution. The celebrated court room was already
filled to capacity with a who's who of Irish America,
Doherty’s family members, faithful Congressional sup-
porters, and representatives from both the national and

-international media.

| had a bird’s eye view of the
proceedings. To my left, the eight
justices of the court (absent
Clarence Thomas) had taken their
seats and behind them were their
bailiffs. In front of me were the at-
to:neys for the parties in the case.
Rhenquist, a political appointee of
the ex-Arizona US Senator Barry
Goldwater, now sets the tone for a
court dominated by the ethos of the
reactionary wing of the US estab-
lishment. He served in the Justice
Department as a deputy attorney
general under the disgraced
President Richard Nixon. It is
against this background that the
long and courageous battle of the
Irish freedom fighter for political
asylum in this country reached the
ultimate arena of the highest legal
tribunal.

The US government, the losing

R P

party in the lower courts, was des-
ignated to address the court first. Its
attorney, Maureen Mahoney, imme-
diately ripped into Doherty’s case.
She claimed the Attorney General
had the broad discretion to deny
Doherty a hearing on his petition
for political asylum on national se-
curity and interest grounds. In an-
swer to a question from Justice
John Stevens, Mahoney said that
the Attorney General's discretion
was reviewable only if it entered the
realm of the “irrational”.

She insisted that Doherty has
waived his right to seek political
asylum and that even if he were
given a hearing, the Attorney
General would still deny him any
relief because he had committed of-
fences not covered under the politi-
cal exception clause. “Doherty has
no new evidence to offer to avoid

FEAVOAILERS Yk

or 24th, 1991 .
deportation for fear of persecuglon,d
Mahoney asserted. She claime
Doherty had manipulated the sys-
tem for his own political reasons
and that he was wanted in Ireland
for murder and escape charges.
Mahoney told the court that

even if a refugee csmblishcs{tha( he
has a real fear of persecution, the
| had the dis-

Attorney General stil
cretionary power to deny
cal asylum.

BOGGED DOWN

Mary Pike, Doherty’s advocate,
countered all the points raised by
Mahoney in her 30-minute presen-
tation. The case then was bogged
down over arcane questions of law
dealing with procedural and statu-
tory matters totally irrelevant to the
due process claims of Doherty.
Doherty was being given the form
of justice, but not its substance, by
a system artificially rigged to favour
entrenched power.

The damnable fact that for over
eight years the Reagan/Bush
Administrations have acted as both
Doherty's judge and jury, cavalierly
ignoring a court’s ruling barring his
extradition, was lost in the tangled
web of legalese.

THE REBEL

While listening to the courtroom
exchanges, | thought of a passage
from Patrick Pearse’s poem, The
Rebel. Pearse wrote, | am red-
dened that they have walked in fear
of lawyers and of their jailors with
their writ of summons and their
handcuffs. Men mean and cruel!”
Britain’s abysmal human rights
record in the occupied Six Counties
over the last 20 years, including the
terror of the ubiquitous death
squads, were also excluded from
consideration. It was a sanitised his-
tory the court reviewed.

The questions justices ask are
not necessarily reliable hints of how
they would vote but may indicate
how a justice is thinking on an is-
sue. Although it is possible the
court could even by a tie vote end
Doherty’s legal odyssey, such an
outcome is highly improbable. A
US government that arbitrarily de-
nies a visa to Sinn Féin's Gerry
Adams, an elected member of the
Westminster Parliament, to visit this
country, will stop at absolutely
nothing to deport Doherty.

It is my considered opinion,
based on all of the above, that
Doherty’s chances of avoiding re-
moval in 1992, to a dungeon-like
cell in the Crumlin Road Jail in
F!elfas(, are fading fast. A final ryl-
ing by the justices in his case can
be expected early next year.
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® Haughey — interrupted by
calcal/gand Wolfe wllslle

Bodenstown that morning.

Charles Haughey presides over
one of the most corrupt govern-
ments since the foundation of the
26-County State, a government
wracked by financial scandals,
which last year extradited Dessie
Ellis on a stretcher to England and
which this week went to the
Supreme Court in an attempt to
send three more victims of political
extradition across to face that
brand of injustice particular to the
Six Counties.

And yet he and a small crowd
of the party faithful had the cheek
to come to Kildare to portray their
corrupted party as the inheritors of
Wo'lfe Tone's proud legacy of egali-
tan_a.nism, anti-sectarianism and
anti-imperialism.

VOCAL BAND
But a spirited band of anti-ex-
tradition activists also attended the
p'roceedings, a vocal reminder of
Fianna Fail's shameful record of

Th i
& e Garda seizure of the protes

Confronting
the hypocrites

GARDA HEAVY HANDEDNESS towards anti-extrag;.
tion campaigners left a bitter taste in the mouth oy
Sunday last, but this was not half as sour as the
hypocrisy of the Fianna Fail party, which held its ap.
nual commemoration by the grave of Wolfe Tone 5

- ters' loudhailer did no
anna Fail party faithful (below) from lowering the Tone of the occas

sending Irish people to face an ip.
ternationally-discredited system of
Justice.

The anti-extradition campaign-
ers were entirely peaceful, staying
behind the Garda lines, But their
reminders of Fianna Fail treachery
were a little too loud for those
gathered in the graveyard and gar
dai were ordered to push them %0
yards back down the road. The
group’s loudhailer was also|
forcibly seized. The absence of any|
members of the press made this
sort of bully-boy tactics all the eask:|
er to implement.

A number of anti-extradition
campaigners also infiltrated the
crowd and were vociferous in mak
ing their feelings about Fianna
Fail’s extradition policy known.
They shouted “What about Dessé
Ellis” and “Dessie Ellis s a republe
can too’, before they were duly
forcibly removed from the g2
yard by gardai.

t prevent th ‘

g
jon _|




Walsh/Armstrong/Holmes
judicial review

JUDGEMENT has been reserved in a judicial review
taken on behalf of Irish republican prisoners Roy
Walsh, Billy Armstrong and Paul Holmes, three of the
Ionge;t §9rvin9 Irish prisoners in jails in England.
‘Comeo;:c‘i}n‘c;asltr'evgy hearg from October 14th to 16th at the London
et i theyea: '?:ig \'c:'ma in the wake of an’Appeal Cogrt heanng'e‘ar-
0 jected the three men’s case against the British

home secretary's decision to deny the prisoners’ right to apply for pa-
role or release,

The three Irish prisoners have already served an 18-year sentence
and were recont'lv refused leave to apply for parole for at least another
five years, despite the fact that a number of other prisoners who were

tried and convicted at the same trial for the same offence have already
been released.

:‘\f?er hearing the case, presiding Judges Potts and Nolan reserved
their Judglcmenl. If successful the review could issue an order of court
to the British home secretary to reconsider the men’s cases.

Meagre benefits
increase slammed

THE ANNOUNCEMENT of a 4.1% increase in the level
of social security payments to claimants in the Six
Counties made on Monday of this week by the
British Chancellor, Norman Lamont, have been
branded by Sinn Féin as “totally inadequate and an
insult to the thousands of people living on or below
the poverty line”.

The rises, set to come into effect next year, will peg benefit rises to

the current rate of British inflation and will in reality mean that those in
receipt of benefit stand to gain only between £1 and £2 per week.

Collusion picket
on crown forces base

ANDERSONSTOWN BARRACKS in West Belfast was
the latest crown forces base to be targeted in an on-
going series of anti-collusion pickets organised by
Sinn Féin and designed to throw the spotlight on
crown forces involvement with loyalist killer gangs.
The picket mounted on Thursday, October 17th, and attended by a
number of local Sinn Féin councillors, follows similar demonstrations at
other crown forces bases in Belfast, County Derry and County Tyrone.
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“Only following orders”

® A ‘heavy gang’ which is being used by local
authorities to turn off the water supply of people
who have refused to pay service charges, arrived
at the Mervue housing estate in Galway on
Wednesday, October 23rd. They proceeded to cut
off the water supply to the Farrell household as
Niall and his daughter Mairéad Og looked on.
Niall Farrell has been active in the campaign
against service charges and told AP/AN that this
was why his and other houses — including one
belonging to a soldier recently returned from the
Lebanon! — were targeted. Most people in the
estate have not paid the charges. When chal-
lenged, the heavies, who spoke with Dublin ac-
cents and are believed to be employed by a pri-
vate company in Kildare, said they were "only
following orders™. Niall Farrell has threatened to
take legal action over the deprivation of a water
supply 1o his two daughters, one aged 18 months
and the other five years.

AN RUC JEEP narrowly
missed killing a four-year-
old child in Ardoyne, North
Belfast. The incident, which
came on Monday, October
21st, saw young Emmet
Williams escape death or
serious injury when an RUC
jeep careered along a
pedestrianised street
swerved and missed him by
inches before crashing into
a garden wall.

Emmet, along with his mother
Maria and a group of other parents
and children, was coming along
Havana Walk at 2.30pm when five
crown force jeeps screeched into
the street from the direction of
Ardoyne Avenue. The front jeep
swerved at the last minute missing
the child by the narrowest of mar-
gins.

Immediately following the inci-
dent an RUC woman who had been
travelling in the lead jeep, began
abusing Maria Williams, whom she
has targeted for harassment over
recent months, as neighbours gath-
ered and RUC reinforcements ar-
rived to swamp the area.

- L M
| ® The garden wall in Havana Court, Ardoyne, which
was struck by an RUC Land-Rover, narrowly missing
four-year-old Emmet Williams 5
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LITTLE ATTENTION has been given to the
recently published annual report of the
Standing Advisory Commission on Human
Rights. It has produced much research. over
the years which catalogue the long list of
abuses of human rights by the British in Ire-
land, research all the more damning be-
cause it comes from an official body, estab-
lished by the British government itself.
AP/RN examines the latest report.

THE Standing Advisory Commission on Human Rights
(SACHR) was established by the British government as
part of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act of 1973. The
commission, whose selected members are all British gov-
ernment appointees, acts as a pseudo-independent adviso-
ry body for the government and the British secretary of
state. As part of its brief the commission presents an an-
nual report which highlights and comments upon the im-
plications for human rights of current and impending

British policy and legislation in the Six Counties.

In its advisory capacity, the com-
mission is largely restricted to calling
for the incorporation of so-called
‘safeguards’ into already formulated
and often enacted British policy and
legislation. However, unconsciously,
SACHR is in the business of tinkering
with the machinery of oppression in
the Six Counties, not in its disman-
tling. In its relationship with the
British government, the ethos of
SACHR is one of ‘concern’ rather
than criticism. Its history is one of en-
during ‘disappointment’. Over the
years the commission has com-
plained of being denied access to in-
formation, deliberately fed disinfor-
mation and consistently ignored by
the British government. For republi-
cans the importance of SACHR lies
less in the polite advice it offers to
the British authorities, and more in
the continuing litany of human rights
abuses by the British government in
the Six Counties which even its own
Advisory Commission recognises as
unacceptable.

SACHR’s recently published annu-
al report acknowledges a series of vi-
olations of international agreements
and standards of human rights by the
British government. In a submission
on the International Covenant on Civ-
il and Political Rights (ICCPR) the
commission deplores the British gov-
ernment’s continuing derogation
from its obligation under both ICCPR
and the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights on the issue of seven-day

@ British human rights In action

detention orders. Condemning the
British government’s continuing
breech of Article 5 of the ECHR and
Article 9.3 of the ICCPR the commis-
sion describes derogation in this re-
spect as both “unnecessary and un-

desirable” and calls for the powers of |
arrest to be brought in line with the |

European Convention.

The British government's use of
exclusion orders is in breech of Arti-
cle 12.3 of the ICCPR, and the SACHR
describes it as “an objectionable in-
terference with freedom of move-
ment” a procedure which “does not
lend itself to openness or perceived
fairness and its punitive effect as a
power of internal exile’. SACHR
“strongly recommends”’ that the
power should be repealed.

he British government’s

denial of the right to si-
lence is also identified as be-
ing in breach of the Interna-
tional Covenant Article 14.3(g)
on the presumption of inno-
cence. This article provides
that anyone charged with an
offence should not be com-
pelled to testify against him-
self or herself or confess guilt.

SACHR argues that the British
government’s attempt to render the
use of the right to remain silent as
admissible evidence against an ac-
cused and the shift in the onus of
proof in some possession cases onto

A the accused, are serious
breaches of international

sioned by SACHR, John
Jackson, a law lecturer at
Queen's University, argues
that there are many reasons
why a person may remain
silent during interrogation
by the RUC and this cannot

law. In a report commis- *

shamed into silence by feeling guilty
when he is notin fact guilty. He may
have a hostile attitude to the police
and therefore be reluctant to answer
any police questions or he may be
worried about being tricked into im-
plicating others with the risk of being
labelled an informer.”

Jackson has little confidence in
the ability of the trial judge to direct a
jury, or'in the case of non-jury
Diplock courts, direct himself, in the

imissibility of silence as corrobora-

be simply condensed into an
indication of guilt:

“Itis now recognised that
there are a number of rea-
sons why an innocent defen-
dant may be silent in the
face of police questioning.
He may lack knowledge of
the matter in question; he
may fear misreporting of
any reply he makes; he may
be confused and afraid that
his replies may be misinter-
preted; he may be fearful of
admitting his involvement
or that of others in discred-
itable conduct; he may be

tive evidence;

“When defendants are silent, it is
much easier to invoke Bentham's fa-
mous aphorism that ‘innocence
claims the right of speaking, as guilt
invokes the privilege of silence’.”

Arguing that there is no obligation
on judges to warn juries of the dan-
gers of this ‘commonsense’ judge-
ment and little evidence of judges
makiqg the practice of issuing such a
warning, Jackson continues:

“l.ndeed the evidence suggests
that judges are not always aware of
the dangers themselves, The law re-
ports are full of instances where

The British government-sponsored Standing A
Commission on Human Rights has a history of &
‘disappointment’ with the British record on human rights abuses
N
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® In Diplock courts the onus has been shifted

on the sweeping powers avail-
able to the British home secre-
tary which allows a Britisﬁ
minister to impose censors!up
at will, without legislative
guidelines or control.
Commenting on the inherent con-
tradiction in the censorship of legal
organisations which are allowed to
stand for political office, the Commis-
sion “does not understand why gov-
ernment finds it acceptabln_for mem-
bers of Sinn Féin, Republican Supn
Féin or the Ulster Defence Associa-
tion to be district councillors.....but
finds it unacceptable that lvhev or any-
one else on behalfl of their organisa-
tion should then be reported directly

on the air",

he Commission suppfms

the right of Irish republican
prisoners to be transfgrred.tf)
serve their sentences In a jail
closer to their family or home.
The continuing refusal by the
British government to.transfer
Irish POWs is identified by

4
, mmission

of %0, the commission claims
n, 'Ohave made a series of repre-
le tNtations to the Northern Ire-
o-  d Office calling for an end

s~ '° the ban, SACHR comments

SACHR as in breach of Article
8 of the European Convention
on Human Rights, which is
concerned with the respect for
family life.

The SACHR criticises the criteria
for permanent transfer which include
the catch-all clause that allows the
British home secretary to refuse a
prisoner on the grounds that he/she
is “undeserving of any degree of
public sympathy”. This amounts to
“an award of punishment additional
to the sentence of the court” in which
“the prisoner's family as well as the
prisoner himself was penalised",

In a report commissioned by
SACHR, Alana Jones of Queens Uni-
versity's School of Law, argues that
although a sentence of imprisonment
imposed by the courts necessarily en-
tails the restriction of the individual's
freedom of movement and autono-
my, “human rights are generally per-
ceived as pertaining to all persons by
virtue only of their being human”.
Therefore, “the status of imprison-
ment cannot in itself justify the
wholesale depletion of individual

rights and freedoms”,

On the issue of transfer, Jones
points out that the British govern-
ment signed the Council of Europe
Convention on the Transfer of Sen-
tenced Persons in 1984 which was
ratified through the Repatriation of
Prisoners Act of 1984, Despite this,
the British government has continued
to deny Irish republican prisoners the
right to be transferred. In December
1989, the British home office minister
Douglas Hogg stated that transfer
may be refused “if the inmate has
been convicted of a particularly hor-
rific crime”.

As Jones points out, this com-
ment suggests that the British gov-
ernment is using the denial of trans-
fer to republican prisoners as “a
punitive measure additional to the ju-
dicial sentence” in clear breach of in-
ternational agreements on the rights
of prisoners.

Discussing the British gov-
ernment’s current code of
practice on the use of lethal
force, SACHR identifies the
code as falling far short of the
international standards. High-
lighting “two significant differ-
ences between the United Na-
tions Basic Principles on the
Use of Force and Firearms”
and the British government’s
‘Yellow Card’, SACHR argues:

“The Yellow Card expressly per-
mits the use of lethal force to effect
an arrest of someone who has just
killed or injured another person,
where there is no other way to make
an arrest, while the UN Basic Princi-
ples permits the use of lethal force to
effect an arrest only where the per-
son continues to present an immi-
nent threat of death or serious injury
and where less extreme means are
insufficient.

Indeed, as SACHR points out, the
British code has been stretched even
further. In 1975, British Lord Diplock
implied that lethal force could be
used to effect an arrest of someone
who “may at some time in the future
pose a threat of death or serious in-
jury”. Clearly the floodgates were
thrown open and, as people in the
Six Counties have learnt to their cost,
there is little or no legal recourse in
the wake of British crown forces’
shoot-to-kill operations.

An investigation commis-
sioned by the SACHR into

educational equality of
opportunity and the
impact of the British
government’s present
restrictions on state
funding in Catholic
schools revealed mas-
sive and sustained sec-
tarian discrimination in
the education system
in the Six Counties. In a
report researched by
three eminent aca-
demics, Cormack, Gal-
lagher and Osbourne,
lecturers at Queens and
the University of Ul-
ster, it was revealed
that Catholic school
pupils had been sys-
tematically deprived of
funding.

A comparative analysis of
voluntary grammar schools
in the Six Counties, showed

that in 1984/'85 Protestant people of the Six Counties in the wake of
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pupil from the government, while the
comparable Catholic schools only re-
ceived £738 per pupil. By 1989/90 the
gap had widened even further with
Protestant voluntary grammar
schools receiving £1,218 per pupil
and the Catholic equivalent only
£1,170. The report reveals a similar
pattern of sectarian allocation of
funding throughout the education
system in the Six Counties.

I n over 250 pages of reports
and recommendations,
SACHR touches on a wide
range of issues. The commis-
sion renews its call for the
video-taping of interroga-
tions by the RUC. Dismissing
a list of excuses by the
British authorities who con-
tinue to refuse to introduce
even this minor safeguard
towards ending the ill-treat-
ment of detainees, SACHR
concludes:

“Public confidence in the proper
conduct of the interrogation of
those suspected of terrorist offences
has to some extent been eroded by
the unconvincing and continually
changing arguments put forward
against the introduction of silent
video recording of police inter-
views.”

The Commission describes the
newly created offence of “directing
the activities of terrorist organisa-
tions” as “vague and uncertain” and
voices “grave reservations about its
human rights implications”. SACHR
regrets the British government’s de-
nial of even minimal language rights
to Irish speakers in the contin re-
jection of the commission’s “modest
proposal regarding the use of Irish
for the purposes of registration of
births and recording individual’s
names”.

There is nothing particularly new
in this year's SACHR report. The com-
mission merely reiterates many of
the human rights abuses by the
British crown forces in the Six Coun-
ties that republicans have been iden-
tifying for years. What is perhaps
more important is that SACHR pro-
vides an annual record of the blatant-
ly dismissive and uncompromising
attitude of the British government
even to its own, relatively innocuous,
advisory body, putting on public
record Britain’s contempt for the hu-
man rights of Irish people.

schools received £775 per shoot-to-kill operations
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@ The protest last weekend by hundreds of Kilbarrack
people at the threat to their railway service

TR &

Commitment
in Kilbarrack

PEOPLE who have seen the film of Kilbarrack author
Roddy Doyle’s book The Commitments will remem-
ber the scene where three of the characters are cross-
ing a bleak, dimly lit footbridge at night. The bridge is
part of Kilbarrack railway station which serves this
large working-class area in north Dublin and which
has for long been the focus of community discontent.
the use of the successful DART
service which has set a headline
for public transport in Dublin.

BADLY DESIGNED

The arson attack on
the station — which
some believe was car-
ried out by people
from outside the area
— came three weeks
ago and immediately
led to concern that it
would be closed as
had previously been
threatened. But com-
munity concern over
the station dates back
long before this. Badly
designed from the
start, it is an eyesore in

Hundreds of people last week-
end took part in a protest at the
station provoked by a recent arson
attack and fears that larnrod
Eireann may close it down. People
were addressed by representa-
tives from larnrod Eireann, SIPTU
which represents the workers on
the railway, and local community
groups.

Anger and fear was expressed
at the attack on the station and at
attacks on railway staff but repre-
sentatives of the local community
made clear that the station itself
was a major problem. It stands in
stark contrast to other stations on
the DART line. There are 800
households in the area served by
the station and its closure would
deprive thousands of people of

the locality and a major inconve-

nience for those who have to use
it. In June 1989, the Kilbarrack
DART Station Action Group (KD-
SAG) was set up after women had
blocked the railway line in protest
at the closure of one of the gates
which meant that people had to
cross two footbridges to gain ac-
cess to a platform which they pre-
viously had direct access to.

KDSAG drew up an an analy-
sis of the station and detailed
proposals for its complete re-
design and refurbishment. They
lobbied Dublin Corporation and
larnrod Eireann but now express
frustration that their work was
not recognised. While many of
the contributions at the rally dealt
with the vandalism and the arson
attack, Angela Mulligan of KD-
SAG pointed to the problem of
the design of the station which
she said must be addressed by
the corporation and larnréd
Eireann. Pledging support to the
proposals for redesign, Dublin
North East Sinn Féin representa-
tive Larry O'Toole said this
should happen in the context of
increased government spending
on public transport rather than
on motorways:

“Developing public transport
would mean a cleaner city, less
traffic problems, and a proper ser-
vice — including a proper station
or communities like

ack.” %
&3 i

]

- f
Kilbarr

ROYAL TRUST
STATUS ATTACKED

THE announcement that Belfast’s Royal group of hospitals
has been conditionally granted ‘trust status’ by the British
government is expected to create a political storm in the
city. The decision to allow the North’s most famous hospi-
tal to opt out of the NHS has been taken despite the mas-
sive groundswell of feeling against the proposal and al-
most universal opposition to it.

tus’ which was railroaded through

by a small senior management com-
mittee which has repeatedly ignored

No political party in the Six
Counties has supported the Royal
Victoria’s application for ‘trust sta-

the opposition voiced by its staff, pa-
tients and the public at large. The
conditions announced by the British
Health Minister Jeremy Hanley, in
which ‘trust status’ has been de-
ferred until April 1993, dependant
upon the Board of Managers’ ability
to claw back a £1.5 million deficit in
the hospital's budget, bodes ill for
those who have dismissed opposi-
tion claims that the move will mean
greater cuts in staff and standards at
the hospital.

The decision to allow the RVH to
opt out of the NHS comes in the
wake of a series of trust status hos-
pitals in Britain running into serious
financial difficulties in less than a
year since they were established,

Action in Cork on
unemployment

“THE largest oppress
how Senator Brendan
at a meeting in Cor
member of the 26-
Windsor House Hotel

said that unemployment was

orities, lashing the esta

cover those who spoke out Ol

issues relating to it.

He went on to say how Ireland is
described by free market
economists as being in excellent
economic condition. What these
theories didn’t explain, he com-
mented, is the massive unemploy-
ment we are suffering. He said that
since 1985 the state had had 55%
growth in manufacturing output
which had resulted in no payback to
workers nor extra jobs. He empha-
sised that the biggest single export
from the 26 Counties is capital,
some £3,000 million, or 10% of GNP,
leaving the state in 1989, an amount
ten times higher than any other av-
erage industrial nation. Referring to
the current crop of scandals, he said
that a large portion of this money is
probably the product of corrupt
deals.

He maintained that the real pur-
pose of unemployment is to keep
workers pacified. He said that the
Irish labour force is, in fact, “one of
the best manufacturing workforces
in the entire western world”, com-
paring it with the US where 25% of
workers are illiterate. He said that
this exposed the lie that workers
didn’t want to work or are incapable
of working. His view was that the
net savings from laying off public
sector workers is minimal and that
50,000 could be safely taken on
without causing major costs to the
state.

DESPERATE FOR WORK

He reminded the meeting that
the majority of unemployed people
are desperate for work which in turn
leads to exploitation and low
wages. He attacked the petty ha-
rassment of unemployed people
when bureaucrats know that there's
no work there. He concluded by ad-
vocating the taxing of multinational
profits as one way of creating
enough capital to in turn create
jobs. He said that this would not
scare multinationals off as this state
still had the best conditions for
them.

ed sector of Irish society,” was
Ryan described the unemployed
k city this week. The Independent
County Senate, speaking in the
on Monday evening, October 21st,

definitely on his list of pri-

blishment media for its failure to
n unemployment and the

® BRENDAN RYAN

Dominic Carroll chaired the
meeting. He read a letter from the
Cork Council of Trade Unions which
offered office facilities and a meet-
ing room at the CCTU centre to the
group which was to be formed. The
meeting heard calls for an organisa-
tion for unemployed people to force
action on unemployment and said
that it was important to tie in with
the Irish National Organisation for
the Unemployed (INOU). There

were 1 .any contributions from the
floor, 1 =presentatives from all the
partic  of the left being present at
the 1 (ny. A commitment was
give, have another meeting in
two v. ke when the aims and ob-
jective - new group would be

thrashed out.

AS A RESULT of the continuous presence of mem-
bers of the Garda Special Branch close to a Sinn
Féin Centre in Cranmore on Saturday, October
19th, Sligo Sinn Féin has accused the Special
Branch of trying to intimidate both Sinn Féin and
local residents.

Outlining the background to the . town that we would continue to

provide and information

affair local Sinn Féin spokesp
Sean McManus said: “During the
recent local elections, Sligo Sinn
Féin promised the people of Sligo

son

to those who requested it. In keep-
ing with this promise we decided
that we would provide a mobile ad-

vice centre facility — a caravan —
in various locations throughout the
town.

“Accordingly, we opened to the
public in Cranmore last Saturday at
2pm. However, ten minutes later a
car containing members of the
Special Branch parked close to our
position and proceeded to observe
those who attended our centre.
This activity included recording
registration numbers of cars which

BRANCH INTIMIDATION IN

called to our office. This surveil-
lance continued from shortly after
2pm until we closed at Spm.

“It _is obvious that these actions
were |!\len(ie(l not only to curtail
the civie work of a legal political or-
ganisation but also to deny the res-
idents of Cranmore the benefit of
whatever advice on housing, social
welfare etc, which they might seek.
Given the current state of drug
abuse in Sligo, which the gardaj

SLIGO

acknowledge, it would suit the
Special Branch better to try to track
down the suppliers of these drugs
rather than waste taxpayers’ mon-
ey by sitting watching the residents
of Cranmore seek advice from Sinn
Fein.

“For our part we will continue

to provide whatever service we can
to the people of Sligo, regardless

of suct
dation.

it attempts at intimi-

S )
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Gaeiloe riachtanach
aqus an Slogadh

LE EOGHAN Mac CORMAIC

CHUALA mé scéal, trath, faoi dhuine a bhi ag lorg poist
in it ina raibh "Gaeilge Riachtanach” mar choinnioll
fostaiochta, agus diradh leis go mbeadh air a thais-
peéint le linn a agallaimh go raibh suim aige, da
aghad, sa Teanga Diichais. Chomhairligh a chairde leis
go raibh sli shimpli le seo a dhéanamh. Nuair a déar-
fadh an t-agalléir "Dia duit” leis gur chéir d6 "Dia ‘s
Muire duit" a rd mar fhreagra. Maith go leor. Chaith sé
cupla & ag cleachtadh an fhoirmle seo sular thainig 14
an agallaimh. Shidiil sé isteach sa seomra.

“Suigh sios” arsa an t-agalldir leis.

“Suigh ‘s Muire sios” arsa sé go hiontaobhach...

| dTir Chonaill, ag an 40 Slogadh Shinn Féin ag an deireadh
seachtaine seo chugainn ni bheidh cirsai chomh holc sin go mbei-
gh sé riachtanach do dhaoine an saghas bréag sin a chleachtadh. Is
cinnte go mbeidh an Ghaeilge ina teanga oibre d'imeachtai uilig an
1Slogaidh agus is € sin mar a ba choir don imeacht né is ceann de
chuspairi na gluaiseachta go geuirfimid an Ghaeilge ar ais ina tean-
ga oibre don tir. Caithfidh an ghluaiseacht tosu leis an chuspair sin
agple ar bpolasaithe reatha tri mhean na Gaeilge, agus is cui é sin.

Ar ndéigh cé go mbeidh na Gaeil ina bhformhér ag an Slégadh,
ni docha go ndibreoidh éinne acu na foghlaimeoiri n6 na
poblachtdiri ata ar bheagan Gaeilge amach as an ait. Firinne le ra
beidh failte roimh phoblachtoiri ata ag foghlaim, agus poblachtoiri
ata liofa beirt, no cuirtear an Slogadh ar sidl dainn go léir a bhfuil
suim againn sa teanga agus i bpoblachtachas leis. Osclaionn an
Slogadh 1991 ar Acine 84 Samhain agus beidh tus foirmealta leis
an chlar ar mhaidin Sathairn.

Agus an fear a d'iarr an post agus é ar bheagan Gaeilge? Ta sé
ina chathaoirleach anois ar bord Semi-State Company, no less; ach
né lig do sin thu a chur as don Ghaeilge! 2

® Mirtin O Muilleoir, an gasur 6 dheis, ag an chéad Slégadh
de Shinn Féin ag tds an chéid

IVIEON DEARFACH POBAIL
DON GHAEILGE

DEIR Gael-Taca go bhfuil
tacaiocht laidir i measc an
phobail d'iséaid na Gaeilge
mar mhean laidir mar-
gaiochta i ndiaidh gur éirigh
go brea lena fheachtas i
mBaile Phamar-Leamhchan
i mBaile Atha Cliath chun
an Ghaeilge a chur in usaid
ar fhograi sna hollmhargai
aitiula,

Shocraigh na hollmharagai sa
cheantar gur shiopai datheangacha a
bheadh iontu. Ta bunis mér na bhfo-
grai inmheanacha agus seachtracha
sna siopai datheangach agus ta
Gaeilge in Usaid fosta ar an choras
ardi fuaime.

Thaispeain roinnt tuarascalacha ar
na mallaibh go bhfuil an pobal ion-

tach togtha leis an fho-
graiocht sa Ghaeilge.
Shocraigh Birds Eye
agus Telecom Eireann
beirt fograi Gaeilge a
sheoladh i ndiaidh
taighde a rinne siad ar
dhearcaithe an phobail i
leith na teanga. Agus de
réir an tuairisc is déanai
6 Henley Centre Ireland,
beidh an teanga ina
mean laidir margaiochta
sna 1990i, ag comhlach-
tai ata ag iarraidh a scair
den mhargadh a cho-
saint.

Is féidir tuilleadh eo-
lais a fhail maidir le
feachtas Ghael-Taca ar
fhograiocht na Gaeilge 0
Chiaran O Feinneadha,
BAC 6264531.

® Sampla den fhégraiocht as Gaeilge i mBaile

Atha Cliath

TA sraith de lainseaileacha
leabhar @ n-eagru i mBéal
Feirste an mhi seo mar

liteartha ata faoi lan seoil
sa chathair.

An Satharn seo, tiocfaidh clann
Mhuiris Ui Dhroighneain chun na
cathrach le bheith i lathair ag seo-
ladh An Sloinnteoir agus An t-
Ainmneoir le Muiris O Droighneain,
nach maireann. Is é an Sloinnteoir
ceann de na leabhair Ghaeilge is
mé diol ariamh agus is € seo an
cuigiu clo a cuireadh air. Is i larion-
ad nua Ghaeil Bheal Feirste,
Cultdrlann Mac Adaim/O Fiaich, a
sheolfar an leabhar ar 1in Dé
Sathairn.

An tseachtain seo chugainn se-

—

olfar leabhar Gr an chomhairleora
L

chuid den athbheochan

Leabhair le seoladh i
mBeal Feirste

Shinn Féinigh, Mairtin O Muilleoir,
Holy Cow, Sin Ceann Mor sa
chathair. Céadnochtadh an leabhar
an tseachtain seo caite ag an
Oireachtas i gCluain Dolcain agus
tathar ag suil le rachairt mhor a
bheith ar an leabhar ar bailiuchan é
de chollin a foilsiodh ar La agus ar
Chombhar.

Dé Sathairn, 16 Samhain, beidh
an t-iriseoir cumasach, Liam O
Muirthile, sa Chultdrlann le cnu-
asach ailt uaidh féin, a foilsiodh le
dornan blianta anuas ar an Irish
Times, a sheoladh. Ba é Comhar a
d'fhoilsigh An Peann Coitianta agus
cheana ta ardmholadh faighte ag an
saothar.

Fosta i Mi na Samhna tabhar-
faidh Uachtaran Chenradh na
Gaeilge, Proinsias Mac Aonghusa, a
chead chuairt oifigiuil ar Bhéal
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& agus
AN (AINMNEOIR

AN CEATHEO MtaGRAN
LEASATINE AGES MEADATTHE

L MUIRIS O DROIGHNEAIN, MA.

ar an chathair buailfidh Cath-
aoirleach Bhord na Gaeilge le dio-
graiseoiri teanga ata bainte le
scéimeanna teanga, ina measc an
mheanscoil nua Gaeilge ata lon-
naithe sa chulturlann.

SRS ..

UIMHNEACHAIN
HOMPLACHT D

Tugadh omés d'Oglaigh as ceantar Bhun na bhFél i mBéal Feirste a
thug a raibh acu sa sracadh do shaoirse na hEir
neachan bliantdil Chomplacht ‘D’

Tugadh na bronntai ag oiche shiamsa
gCumann na Méirleach ar chlanna d

Domhnaigh, 200 Deireadh Fombhair,
ag cuimh ha

eann ag an chuimh-

agus oiche bhronntai.

Dé Céadaoine, 164 Deireadh Fomhair, i
en 12 Oglach marbha agus cimi aititla, Dé
thug Comhairleoir Shinn Féin Joe Austin an oraid

gearr ag na huaigh bl

b

cha i reilig Bhaile an Mhuilinn.




FREE DESSIE ELUIS PICKET
- 2-3pm every Saturday
- British Embassy
Merrion Road
N DUBLIN
- Organised by the Dublin Anti-

Extradition Cmttee

_ ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING
. meets 6.30pm every Tuesday
- Dublin Resourca Centre
. Crow Street
DUBLIN

. PICKET ON US EMBASSY
. opposing US poficy in Central
S Amenca
11.30am-1pm

. DUBLIN

ANTEXTRADITION PICKET
. 5.30pm-6.30pm
Every Tuesday and Friday
. During Ellis trial
- O'Connell Bridge
. DUBLIN.

ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET
N . 9.30-ftam
- Every Monday.
- During Ellis trial
Old Bailey
. LONDON

ANTI-EXTRADITION RALLY
* Saturday after Ellis verdict
_ 2pm British Embassy

_ ANTI-EXTRADITION PICKET
: “Night of Ellis verdict
5-6pm O‘Connell Bridge
DUBLIN

CAMPAIGN
Free speech for
Mary Robinson campaign
Weekly meetings
Every Thursday.
3pm-4pm
An Sicl Brion
Mac Curtain Street

SINN FEIN
_ REGIONAL MEETING
Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford
Home Rule Club
~KILKENNY.
~_Thursday 24t October =
~ Al members and supporters to
d i

atten

_MUSIC & POETRY NIGHT
Night of H-Block Music and Poetry
8.30pm Friday 251h October

Balreask Arms
~ NAVAN
Alf welcome

~_ PUBLIC MEETING
~ *Labour Movement: Speaking out
on Britain’s war in Jreland”
~ Speakers: Betnadette McAliskey
plus speakers from the RMT, NUJ,
7 Nabour CNDand the TOM
~ 730pm Friday 25th October
Conway Hall, Red Uon Square
' LONDON

FUNCTION ,
~ Frends of Pamela Kang
Featuring Wishbone and gucsts
~ Bpm Friday 25t October
Campions LoUnge
BALGRIFFEI
“Malahide Road
Thille £2,50

. INCAGM
~ 10am Saturday 26th October
7 Teachers Club ’
Parnell Square, 10am
Al members welcoma
Social that evening

WOMEN, WAR
AND RESISTANCE
A day of discussion for women on
campaigning for peace and self-
“determination
Speakers: Bernadetic McAliskey;
Reem Abdelhadi; Haifa Zangana;
Camilla Power; Nihel Aktas
11am Saturday 26th October

(continued on page 13) J

Wexf

® The United Irishmen monum:
 where a major commemoration of the 1798

ebellion is already being prepared

nt in Wexford

ord remembers

the United Irishmen

BY ART Mac EOIN

“IN the 1960s the Catholics got off their
knees and the system collapsed. Then the
real rulers — the British — came in and took
over the running of the place. Far from
democratising the area they turned it into a
political/military bureaucracy. Your own
Taoiseach Mr Haughey once called the
Northern state a failed political entity, but
there are things being attempted today to

try to shore it up.”

These words of Belfast
Protestant Bob Heatley are
some indication that the
radical Protestant tradition
in Ireland is not entirely
dead. Heatley was speaking
in Wexford at a seminar to
commemorate the bicente-
nary of the founding of the
United Irishmen, a move-
ment whom he believed
held some answers to the
country’s problems today.

He said that with the up-
surge in sectarian murders
in the North it was impor-
tant to stress that this was
not the only thing happen-
ing there. The Protestant
community he said, is not
homogeneous and by no
means do all its members
support such activity.

The seminar which was
opened by the Mayor of
Wexford, Vincent Byrne, in
the town's historic Westgate
Tower on Saturday, October
19th, was organised by the
Wexford Historical Society
in conjunction with Eigse
McCall and Coméradh ‘98
who are aiming to hold a
major commemoration of
the 1798 rising in 1998,

RESTORE
THE BALANCE
The first talk by Dr
Thomas Graham, sought to
restore some balance to the
picture of the Dublin United
Irishmen  organisation
which established academic
texts on the period have

tended to portray as being
at the point of disintegra-
tion on the eve of rebellion
in May 1798.

Graham gave a detailed
account of the preparations
and mobilisation of the
Dublin United Irishmen of
whom there were 10,000 on
paper at least, for a rising in
the city. Betrayed by an in-
former, the rising was
aborted but Graham
stressed that contrary to ac-
counts by historians such
as Pakenham, a serious at-
tempt at a rising in Dublin
was made and he quoted
extensively from texts of
the period to lend weight to
his contention.

The second lecture by
John Grey, from Belfast's
Linenhall Library, concen-
trated mainly on the politi-
cal conditions leading to
the emergence of the Unit-
ed Irishmen in the revolu-
tionary cockpit which was
Belfast in the late 18th cen-
tury. This he said, was
partly due to the fact that
there was a tradition of
Presbyterian radicalism in
the city. Presbyterians as
well as Catholics were op-
pressed to a degree at the
time and in seeking reform
some were willing to enlist
the support of Catholics.
This whole question of co-
operation with Catholics
had divided the earlier Vol-
unteer Movement. The
loss of the radical Protes-

2 o 3
® Dick Roche addressing the United Irishmen seminar in Wexford

tant tradition, Grey said,
was a tragedy. The quality
of the civic debate on
Belfast City Council had
declined considerably
since those days!

The third lecture was
given by Wexford man Bri-
an Cleary. He said that in
Wexford, two great forces
had come together in com-
mon cause for at least 30
years before 1798. These
were Protestant liberalism
and rising Catholic ambi-
tions which became appar-
ent as the emerging middle
class took advantage of po-
litical reforms.

Cleary produced receipts
from the period issued by
the republican forces which
he said indicated that the
‘Wexford republic’ had op-
erated for a short period at
least on the civil level.

REVISE THE

REVISIONISTS

In an overview Dr Kevin
Whelan, historian, re-
searcher and publisher, at-
tempted to give what he
called a post-revisionist
analysis of the United
Irishmen. He criticised Pak-
enham’s description of the
United Irishmen as a mere
mob of peasants without
real political ideas. It was

time, Whelan said, to ‘re-
vise the revisionists’.

“While we cannot return
to a simplistic, hagiographi-
cal, nationalist history, nei-
ther should we accept the
reductionist, revisionist
view", he said.

Whelan pointed out that
the areas most active in
1798 were the areas which
were most literate. It had
been most effective in the
English-speaking east coast.
Seventeen ninety-eight, he
said, was a young man'’s re-
bellion, most of the partici-
pants being in their mid
20s,

He referred to several
r‘andbills published at the
time which called on the
PoOr to involve themselves
in politics and change the
unj:nsl structure of society.
This, he said was solid, fac-
tual evidence refuting the
claims that the United Irish-
men had no practical politi-
cal programme. They ap-
pealed to the glaring
inequities in Ireland. It
would be wrong to see the
United Irishmen as a group
of self-serving bourgeois el-
ements in Dublin and
Belfast.

At the time what would
74w be called a ‘golden cir-
cle’ existed which ran the

country in its own interests.
There was a marriage of
convenience between the
junta in College Green and
the English rulers. If the En-
glish connection which
propped up this regime
were broken, its power
would dissipate.

In the 1790s, the British
army were quite prepared
to use the Orange Order in
repressive activities. By
this time the state had
been completely sectari-
anised. The mistake would
be to subscribe the injec-
tion of sectarianism in the
1790s to the United Irish-
men. This had been intro-
duced by the British. How-
ever, there were many
modern commentators
who made this mistake. In
political cartoons at the
time, some of which were
displayed at the seminar,
the British attempted to
portray the United Irish-
men as sectarian in the
same manner as today’s
revisionists.

BRITISH
PROPAGANDA

Much of what revision-
ists claim was Catholic sec-
tarianism was simple social
aggression, Whelan said,
adding that the rising of
1798 had now been fought
three times. The first was
during the rising it-
self, the second oc-
casion was the sub-
sequent debates for
the hearts and
minds of the people
and the third occa-
sion was by mod-
ern historians. The
argument that 1798
was a sectarian,
agrarian rebellion
he said was no
more and no less
than British propa-
ganda parroted by
the revisionist his-
torians.

Daniel O’Connell he
said, had given a good ex-
ample of this convenient
misconception by his defen-
sive image of the rebellion.
When asked about it O'Con-
nell pointed out that
Catholics had been led into
the affair by Presbyterians
as if they had been led
astray, and that the whole
thing would never had hap-
pened but for the formation
of the Orange lodges and
the repression of Catholics.
O’Connell’s campaign had
subsequently linked the na-
tional democratic struggle
too much with a conserva-
tive Catholic idea.

LECTURE

The Saturday seminar
was followed on Sunday by
a tour of the Vinegar Hill
battle site of 1798 by Brian
Cleary and an interdenomi-
national service at the PJ
McCall Cottage. A lecture
was given on Sunday
evening on the United lrish-
men, the Wexford-Dublin
Links by Dr Thomas Gra-
ham.

The weekend events
have marked a constructive
beginning in the prepara-
tions for a major commem-
oration in Wexford of the
1798 rebellion.



SCRAP SATURDAY is back, at last,

Jly missed indeed during the rece
of scandals in the South. Greenco
permot Desmond,“Carysfort College,
PiPeline 1hing?me|lg — all we've he.
cent months is poe-faced deliberat;

ous comment.

Amongst ourselves we've
enjoyed more than a (t‘aw guf-
faws and sniggers but ‘nation-
ally’ (you know what | mean)
we've been deprived _o{ a gold-
en opportunity !o, simultane-
ously, sit up, point our fingers
at the powers-that-be and let
loose one long, vast blogdy
good belly laugh. These things
are important, y'know.

Hopefully, that situation can
now be remedied, all our lives
bnghlcncd consldcv_a_hly, and
the bulk of our political and
economic leaders treated with
the ridicule they so richly de-
serve.

One small point. Why in
God's name do RTE insist on
broadcasting this obviously
popular programme at such an
obviously unpopular hour? |
dunno, but | and many more
like me enjoy our Friday nights,
Ergo, Saturday mornings tend
1o be something of an intellec:
twal twilight zone. Alright so
they repeat it on Sunday morn-
ings but, occasionally (when its
a good weekend) a similar situ-
ation arises. RTE television for
example does not screen either
Today Tonight or a major film,
at 10.30am. So why this pro-
gramme — especially when
you consider that on both 2FM
(that's RTE 2 to you) and RTE1
(One FM?) the rest of the day's
programming schedule is filled

It was very
nt damburst
re, Telecom,
. the sewage
ard over re-
on and seri-

with such dross, Its
gestion..
the RTE
this...
For whatever reason | man-
aged to catch last week's edi-
tion of Scrap Saturday. It was
good, if perhaps a little pre-
dictable at times, As usual the
show's star was The Boss’ an(;
his lickspittle sidekick, Mara
Running a close second and
surely destined for future star-
dom is ‘her nibs’ herself — the
pompous, self-inflated Sunday

Indo ‘gossip’ columnist Terry
Keane.

0 just a sug-
- so if any members of
authority are reading

‘ALL ONLY A LAUGH’

Also making an appearance
was FF TD Ned O'Keefe, whose
sole claim to fame was that he
attempted to sexually harass
RTE journalist Una Claffey in
the Leinster House Bar. Con
tacted after the show for his re
action, Ned apparently re
marked that it was ‘all only a
laugh’. We don't doubt ye Ned.
I'm sure you laughed right
along with the rest of us

For a ‘mere comedy show’
Scrap Saturday has received a
quite extraordinary amount of
media attention. Unfortunately,
in our backwoods political cul-

¢

finger and say “the King is
stark bloody naked”. Satire, as
anyone who's ever enjoyed a
few laughs will tell you, is com-
mon currency in lrish people’s
lives. Taking the piss out of
pompous powerful figures is as

ture it is py d as h

revolutionary to savagely
salirise the powers that be, al
most treasonable to point the

old as Irish civil . What is
revolutionary about Scrap Sat-
urday is that, finally, our 'na-
tional' media have acknowl-

B .
® Dermot Morgan of Scrap Saturday

v - 00 donre haul
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edged this. What is so incredi-
ble is that they have taken so
long to do so. Hip Hip Hooray,
our ‘national’ media have taken
one step close to reflecting life
as it actually is — our culture —
rather than what they perceive
it to be.

In doing so, they have also
— albeit to a very limited extent
— crossed a mini rubicon of

Ten Men Dead

The Irish Hunger Strike
Twenty Years On
Green Against Green
Error of Judgement

atrick Pearse &

Tgxe Life and Times
Z‘l James Connolly

| yormac Strikes Back
i \\‘nu fears to Speak?

i No Comment
in
1 Provisional TRA

*Y Ann McCracken

! Mz

gx;)le.lc:ﬂ Republican Ideal

by Desmond C Greaves

Wail Qrder Ch

The Politics of Irish Freedom by Gerry Adams

£4.95
by David Beresford £4.50
by Tom Collins £7.95
by Michael Farrell £4.95
by Michael Hopkinson ~ £12.95
by Chris Mullin £4.95
APathway to Peace by Gerry Adams  £2.95
Cage 11 by Gerry Adams ~ £4.95
British Brutality in Ireland by Jack O'Brien £7.95
Gerry Adams by Colm Kenna  £6.95
The Secret Army by J Bowyer Bell £9.50
Ireland the
Censored Subject by Danny Morrison ~ £2.0
West Belfast by Danny Morrison £5.95
The Shankill Butchers by Martin Dillon  £5.35
Women in a War Zone £4.99
Terrible Beauty by Diana Norman £5.99
Peggy Deery by Nell McCafferty ~ £4.95
Michael Collins by Tim Pat Coogan ~ £6.99
The sAs by Raymond Murray ~ £16.99
The Irish War by IFM Mailbook ~ £4.95
The Shooting of
Michael Collins by JM Keehan  £5.99
The Troubles Edited by Taylor Downing ~ £6.20
Irish Rebels in
English Jails by O’Donovan Rossa £7.99

by B Murphy
by Peter De Rosa

by Gerry Adams
Article 19
P Bishop & E Maille

PISTImasy

British Brutality in Ireland by Jack O'Brien

Liam Mellows and
the Irish Revolution

)

BOOKS
£7.95
by Desmond Greaves  £9.00

FULL BOOKLIST AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.
Catalogue 50p

IF YOU wish to order a book for Christmas or would
like us 10 send a book to a friend, relative or POW,
please fiil the appropriate details below.

Name of person to be sent book

Address

Book

Author

Your Name

Address .

IF EXTRA BOOKS ARE REQUIRED PLEASE
USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER.

Please make Cheques or Postal Orders payable to:
Sinn Féin Book Bureau, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

@ Add £1.50 (Ireland and Britain) £3.50 elsewhere

for package and postage.

Orders should be placed by December

2nd to ensure arrival before Christma;

their own. To a limited extent
they have ack I that it

Imeachtai

(continued from page 12)
KARAOKE & DISCO NIGHT
Golden Oldie Disco
8 lill late Saturday 261h October
Gatsbys

NEWRY. ;
Organised by Newry POF

is acceptable to say to corrupt
persons ‘you are corrupt’ —
even in a roundabout sort of
way. As opposed to the bland
newspaper style of ‘questions
have been raised about this
person's suitability’. It's calling
a spade a spade rather than a
long-wooden-handled-imple-
ment-often-used-to-overturn-
pieces-of-soil.

Interestingly, during last
year’s broadcasts RTE had a
monitor positioned in the stu-
dio who was there to ensure
that the SS team didnt go too
far. He's not there this year.
Let's be thankful for small mer-
cies and hope Scrap Saturday
manages to live up to its repu-
tation, and sail closer to the
proverbial wind than ever be-
fore. Otherwise we'll all just re-
turn to our pub conversations.
And perhaps our media will
take heed and learn that the
public want them to talk
straight, tell it as it is — report
the damn news, not couch it in
vague and qualified media-
speak. A forlorn hope? Maybe.
After all, why jeopardise the
cosy relations they enjoy with
the powerful — the ones who
provide them with most of their
stories. A symbolic relation-
ship, | think you call it. Or utter
corruption...

LESSON SOMEWHERE

A recent broadcast of the
Oprah Winfrey Show featured
interviews with five of the elite
few who have, so far, walked
on the moon. In more than one
sense perhaps... One individual
is a fundamentalist preacher,
another a recovering alcoholic,
yet another is researching the
para-normal and another has
dedicated his life to a search for
Noah’s Ark! There’s a lesson
there somewhere.

National
Draw
Results

Week Number Two
First Prize: 2500 — Tick-
et No 2693. PJ Rice, Car-
rickroe, Co Monaghan;
Second Prize: £250 —
Ticket No 4393. Christo-
pher Quinn, Enfield, Co
Meath; Third Prize: £150
— Ticket No 9210.
Christy, Regan’s Tavern,
Ballaghadereen, Co
Roscommon; Fourth
Prize: £150 — Ticket No
4064, Silverbridge,
Newry; Fifth Prize: £100
— Ticket No 11418, Pas-
cal, c/o Sean McManus,
Sligo; Sixth Prize: £100
— Ticket No 1126. Lon-
don, England; Seventh
Prize: £50 — Ticket.No
2159. Brigid McNulty, In-
niskeen, Co Monaghan;
Eighth Prize: £50 —
Ticket No 7407. Judy
0’Connell, Bundoran,
Co Donegal.

Next Draw Saturday,
. 26th October.

Speakers: Gerry O'Neill
Fr Paddy Ryan
Chaired by Tom Kenney
3.30pm Sunday 27th October
\THVILLY ;
County Carlow
Organised by Sinn Féin

KEVIN BARRY COMMEMORATION

COLLUSION PROTEST
Relalives for Justice march
Assemble 2pm Sunday 27th October:
Divis Tower Block
BELFAST
March 1o city centre
Rally at city hall

PUBLIC MEETING
Ireland:- Scenarios for British
disengagement
Speaker: Bobbie Heatley — Author of
Breaking the Deadlock
7.30pm Tuesday 29th October
Friends House, Easton Road

LONDON WC1
Organised by the London Connolly
Association

| Organised by the Friends of Pamela

HALLOWE'EN BALL
9pm-1am Thursday 315t October
Connolly Hall, Essex St
Taille: £2.50

Kane Committee

WOMEN ONLY HALLOWE'EN
PARTY

8-12pm Thursday 31st October
The Unity Club (upstairs)
96 Dalston Lane
LONDON E8
Disco - Bar - Snacks
£3.50-£2.50 unwaged
Organised by the London Women
and Ireland Group, 1o raise funds for
the 1992 Internalional Women's
Week delegalion lo Belfast and Derry

SPECIAL MEETING
Speakers: Richard Balfe — MEP for
Lambeth. Southwark and Lewisham

Linda Walls — Lambeth Council
John Tymon — Branch Secretary,
Brent NALGO
Sleve Whaley — Leader,

Lambeth Council 2
Joe Callinam — Deputy Mayor,
Lambeth Councit
3.30pm-6.30pm
Thursday 31st October
Assembly Hall, Lambeth Town Hall
LONDON
Organised by Lambeth
NALGO — lrish Group
All NALGO members
and public welcome:

HUNGER-STRIKE PUBLIC
MEETING

3pm Saturday 2nd November
Solidarity House
Fleet St
DUBLIN
All Weicome

HUNGER-STRIKE EXHIBITION
12-5pm Saturday 2nd November:
Solidarity House
Fleet St
DUBLIN
All welcome

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
* 2nd-3rd November
Conway Mill
BELFAST

BORDER ROADS PICKET
1pm Tuesday 5th November
Leinster House:
DUBLIN

IRISH NIGHT
Music by Justice
Salurday 9th November

v Galsbys
NEWRY
organised by Newry PDF

BORDER ROADS DAY OF ACTION
2pm Sunday 10th November
mble

Scotstown, County Monaghan
The Diamond, Clones,
County Monaghan
The Four Seasons Hotel, |
Monaghan Town |
Kiltyclogher, County Leitrim
Pettigo, County Donegal
Road openings take place from ali
assembly points
Bus lickets and delails availabl
Nara Cumiskey phone: 2
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® Gay (ighls activist Don Donaghy founder of the Gay swirchboard( i

s

WIDE SUPPORT FOR

LESBIAN AND GAY RIGHTS

BY ART Mac EOIN

FIANNA FAIL Parliamentary Party Chairperson Jim Tun-
ney has come under attack for his opposition to pro-
posed government reforms in the area of gay rights.

The criticisms came at a Gay
and Lesbian Equality Network
(GLEN) press conference which wel-
comed proposals to change the
criminal law in relation to gay peo-
ple in the 26 Counties. The changes

follow the Norris judgement in the
European Court of Human Rights.

A large number of national or-
ganisations and political parties
have endorsed a declaration of sup-
port for GLEN's Campaign for

Equality. The declaration welcomes
the Law Reform Commission’s rec-
ommendation that there be an
equal age of consent of 17 for ev-
eryone, heterosexual and homosex-
ual and urged that the category
“sexual orientation” be included in
the Unfair Dismissals and Employ-
ment Equality Acts.

Speaking at t
conference on Oc

e Dublin press
2r 17th, Chris

Robson, co-chairperson of GLEN,
said his organisation was particular-
ly gratified by statements of sup-
port for anti-discrimination legisla-
tion from Church of lIreland
Archbishop of Armagh, Dr Robert
Eames.

CHILD CUSTODY
According to Margaret McWill-
iams, the most sensitive area of all

"as a reasom to refuse Her castody of

for Irish lesbians, as many haye
been or still ate married, was child -+
custody. She called for legislation to
ensure that a judge in a custody
case could not use the fact of 5
woman's sexual-orientation or v
volvement in‘ a lesbian relationship

her children. She said that as the
law now stood many lesbians do
not contest custody cases (where

.there is judicial seperation) because

of the threat that their sexual orien-
tation will be revealed to the court,
to workmates or friends.

The press conference was ad-
dressed by a ntimber of speakers”
Trom diTferent organisationg:™
Michael Collins of the Dublin Tray-
ellers Education and Development
Group (DTEDG) expressed support
for GLEN's campaign. Pointing out
that the Travelling community suf-
fered from prejudice and discrimi-
nation, he called for solidarity be-
tween all those who are oppressed,
and marginalised in Irish society,

Gay rights activist Don Donaghy
said gays and lesbians were wel|
able to take on the likes of Jim Tun-
ney and they had no fear about over-
coming such political opposition,

Also present to express their
support for the campaign were
David McConnell of the Irish Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties, Patricia 0'Don-
avan Assistant General Secretary of
the Irish Congress of Trade Unions,
Sylvia Meehan of the Employment
Equality Agency, and Donal Toolin
of the Forum for People with Dis-
abilities.

The campaign also received a
letter of support from the Irish Sec-
tion of Amnesty International,

-government -

Dublin

lEcts
handicapped

BY LIAM O COILEAIN
WHAT PRICE a government
which neglects the needs of the
most vulnerable of its citizens?
De Valera’s constitution, which the Dublin
government is supposedly bound by, states
(Article 40, Section 1) that: “All citizens shall,
as human persons, be held equal before the
law. This shall not be held to mean that the
State shall not in its enactments have due
regard to differences of capacity, physical
and moral, and of social function.”
But for the past five years a group called
the Parents Association for People with a
Mental Handicap (PAM) has been asking the

Dublin government to prioritise children and

adults with a mental handicap. Over the past

three weeks this campaign has gone public,

due to frustration with the government’s

deaf ear approach. Over the past few weeks

the group has distributed some 100,000
“leaflefs to the public, has contacted all TDs,
picketed O'Connell Bridge and has even oc-
Cupisd-the offices of the' Departmentof Fi--
nance.

It has chosen to highlight its four most ur-
gent demands. The first is for the provision of
residential placement for handicapped per-
sons. In the Eastern Health Board area alone
there are over 600 people on a priority wait-
ing list. These people are the sons and
daughters of elderly parents who can no
longer cope. There are also 534 children and
adults on the waiting list for day-care place-
ment. These two demands are only the tip of
the iceberg, though, the state being content
to leave parents to shoulder the burden of
caring for children with special needs.

The group is also highlighting the scan-
dal that there is little or no speech therapy
for their children and that these children are
not entitled to a medical card.

PAM is asking people to ring local TDs in
Leinster House (Tel: 01-789111) to express
support for a better service for all people
with a mental handicap.

THE LINK between loyalism in the Six
Counties and fascism in England was
on display in Birmingham earlier this
month. Thugs from the fascist British
National Party gathered outside a
meeting to commemorate the ten 1981
hunger strikers and carried unionist
placards. The October 10th meeting
was addressed by Oliver Lynch
brother of hunger-striker Kevin' iny
F:cln Lisburn Councilior Michae|
Ferguson and a representative
Kashmiri Workers* Ass
| here with Oliver Lynch

= - <ok deataaie
® The neglect of its most vulnerable citizens by the Dublin government
all the children of the nation are not cherished equally

=3

is further proof that

(right
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a menrapw 1920s, in the after-
BY (:“;hg Civil War and the re-

math © he thousands of republi-
[ ‘\”a\ prisoners and internees
o ﬁ.«olwl'%,un‘ies, the IRA began to
inthe 2802 preparation for a re-

jse in s
reorg@"" an against the Free

o] campai )
North's regimes.
IRA, i

‘ h g(vbc:wtcn 15,000 and
E,R ;embcrs, was commanded
0 tn‘:a‘fnll‘d leaders as Maurice
:iu Michael Price, Peadar
:-;M‘n:\'[, Frank Ryan, Tom Barry,
Lv;r aussell, George Gilmore and
lacBride.
Sufqn: t’umo arms’ order of May
<73 was reversed and und_er the
;;-\Es?on of Russell, the l_)urecmr
of Munitions, large quantities of
weapons, dumped following the

weap SR
«nding of the Civil War, were
:-wvea'.:a new and more secure hid-
ing places.

During the period 1929-31,
there was widespread drilling,
ams training and raids for arms
by IRA units and an effet_:tive_ cam-
paign aimed at pgrsuadmg jurors
not to participate in court cases in-
volving republicans. As IRA activi-
ties increased, Eoin O'Duffy, the
Garda Commissioner, and later
lezder of the infamous ‘Blue-

N
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OERCIVE
EGISLATION

BY PETER O'ROURKE
4 AUTUMN of_'|931' at th.e height of the Cosgrave
N percion against republicans, some of the most
f ¢ egislation of the period was introduced in
o crush the Republican Movement.

shivgs.', urged the Free State aqy.
th(}nlrcs to enact emergency legis-
lation to “deal with the IRA",

MILITARY TRIBUNAL

The Cosgrave regime, alarmed
by the reorganisation of the IRA and
the political activities of Sinn Féin
ayd the newly-formed Saor Eire, de-
cided once and for all to crush the
Republican Movement, On October
17th, 1931, a Constitution (Amend-
ment No 17) Act, and a new draco-
nian Public Safety Act, set up a five
member Military Tribunal to deal
with political ‘offences’ with the
power to impose the death penalty.
The act also authorised the Free
State regime to proscribe certain or-
ganisations and bestowed on the
police extensive powers of arrest
and detention.

A joint pastoral of the Catholic
bishops, read out in every Catholic
church the following day supported
the Free State draconian measures,
condemned the IRA and Saor Eire
as “communist organisations”, de-
scribing them as “sinful and irreli-
gious organisations” and stated
that no Catholics could belong to
them.

Two days later the Free State au-
thorities banned the IRA and eleven
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ogher organisations including Saor

ire, Cumann na mBan, Fianna Eire-
ann, the Women's Prisoners’ De-
fence League, the Revolutionary
Wmlkers Group and the Friends of
Soviet Russia, With almost every
Progressive organisation in the Free
Smu? banned (Sinn Féin was left off
the list) and newspapers either cen
sored or banned, the Cosgrave gov
ermment began once more to arrest
and imprison large numbers of re-
publicans,

PAPER SUPPRESSED
) AAs the arrest of republican ac-
tivists commenced throughout the
country, IRA leaders were forced to
go _'on the run' to avoid arrest, The
Mllltavy Tribunals suppressed four
1ssues of An Phoblacht edited by
Frank Ryan in a row and the paper
was forced to cease publication.
Ryan, who brought out a new pa-
per, Republican File, in November
1931, was arrested the following
month and imprisoned in Arbour
Hill Military Prison.

The coercive legislation and the
widespread public reaction it
aroused, was a major factor in the
defeat of the Cosgrave government
at the general election of February
16th, 1932. When the Fianna Fail
government, led by Eamonn de
Valera, came to power the following
month, the Military Tribunal was
suspended, the order banning the
IRA and other organisations lapsed
and the 77 republican prisoners
were released. It was only to be a
matter of time, however, before de
Valera, who had been elected with
the active support of the IRA, would
begin to imprison republicans and
proscribe the IRA.

Under draconian legislation the
IRA and eleven other organisations
were banned by the Cosgrave
regime on October 20th, 1931, 60
years ago this week.

of a lifelong friend.

. Awell-known Gaelic sportsman
1 1is native County Cavan during
te 1840s, Bertie continued his in-
Yolvement with sport long after he
EMigrated to the US; in fact he died
’7“"% 2ge of 62 after completing —
éd winning — a five kiiometre race
;(\ his adopteq home of Buffalo,
ew Yory,

A native of Bailieboro, County

OBTUAR
Bertie Cronin

THE DEATH in the United States last August of
Bertie Cronin robbed the struggle for Irish freedom

Cavan, Bertie emigrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1954. He played with
Bailieboro Shamrock’s football
team in the 1940s and also repre-
sented his county. A republican all
his life, Bertie never stinted in his
support for the struggle for Irish na-
tional self-determination.

He it was in 1982 who mort-
gaged his house to raise bail for

Sinn Féin’s Owen Carron and Dan-
ny Morrison. Both men had been
refused visas to visit the US and
when they entered the country
were arrested and charged under
immigration laws.

Bertie worked first in the Beth-
lehem steel plant and later in the
Erie County Sheriff's Department.
Said to have the “energy of some-
one a third of his age” he ran reg-
ularly but tragically died just after
winning Buffalo’s ‘Bullfeather
Run’. He is survived by Mrs
Cronin, by his sons Sean, Michael,
Kevin and Brian, and daughter
Margaret, all resident in the US,
brothers Pat and Thomas both in
England and sisters Mrs Maureen
0'Hanlon and Mrs Florence Mc-
Cabe, both of Bailieboro, County
Cavan.

BLAKE, Pet
Martin; MA

McKENNA, Martin. In proud and loving memory of Vol
Blake, Martin Forsythe, Dorothy Maguire, Maura Mech,
Goldrick, Martin McKenna and Sinn Féin members Tommy
Poter Corrigan. I measc laochra na nGael go raibh siad.

the revolutionary but never the revolution.”

[ > : oter; RSYTHE,
or; CASEY, Tommy; CORRIGAN, Pe ter; FO ’
rIRF,. Dorothy; MEEHAN, Maura; McGOLDRICK, Tom;

inteers Peter
an, Tom Mc-
Casey and
“They may kill
Always remembered by their

friends and comrades in the Republican Movement.

CASEY, Tommy (Ist Ann). In proud
and loving memory of my dear hus
band Tommy murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990, When they murdered you that
night they murdered part of me today.
Remembered and quietly kept, no
words are needed [ will never forget
Always remembered by his loving
wife Cathleen

CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Always remembered by his son
Kevin, daughter-in-law Kathlcen and
Ryan

CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father who
was murdered by agents of British im
perialism on October 26th, 1990 Al
ways remembered by his daughter
Anastasia and son-in-law Patsy
CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Always remembered by his
daughter Fiona.

CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father who
was murdered by agents of British im-
perialism on October 26th 1990. Always
remembered by his son Thomas
CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Always remembered by his son
Conor.

CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Always remembered by his
daughter Ursula.

CASEY, Tommy (st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Always remembered by his
daughter Collette and son-in-law
Paul.

CASEY, Tommy (15t Ann). In proud
and loving memory of a dear father
who was murdered by agents of
British imperialism on October 26th,

1990. Always remembered by his
daughter Martina

CASEY, Tommy (18t Ann). In proud
and loving memory of our grandfa
ther who was murdered by agents of
Iritish imperialism on October 26th,
1990. Remembered always by all his
grandchildren.

CASEY, Tommy (1st Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Tommy Casey,
shot dead on October 26th, 1990. RIP.
Padre Pio, pray for him. Always re
membered by the Conway family,
Carrickmore.

FITZSIMMONS, Frank (15th Ann
In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Francie who was killed
in action with his brave comrades on
October 16th, 1976. A
dawns and starts anew a

vach day
ach day
ween no

ends [ think of you and in
deep in my heart

Always remem-

ister Mina

In proud and loving meme
uncle Francie who was kill
tion on October 16th, 1976. St (
ard, pray for him. Always rem
bered by his niece Sharon
husband Raymond.
FITZSIMMONS
LOWE, Paul; , Joey
(15th Ann). In proud and loving mem
ory of Vols Francie, Joey and Paul
who dicd on active service on October
16th 1976. Always remembered by
the Republican Movement, Short
Strand and Markets
FITZSIMMONS,
LOWE, Paul; SURG
(15th Ann). In proud and loving mem
ory of Vols Francie, Joey and Paul
who dicd on active service on Octo-
ber16th 1976. Always remembered by
the Short Strand Commemoration
Committee.

McKENNA, Martin (12th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of our
friend and comrade Vol Martin
McKenna who died on October 23rd
1979. Till memories fade, and life de-
parts, you'll live forever in our hearts.
Remembered always with pride and
affection by P6l, Patricia and family,
Belfast

Frank;

MAR-
R,

Joey

Availame fro

Republican Christmas Cards

ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Price £1 Pack oF FIVE or 25p EACH

m: Republican Publications, uare, [
or 51/55 Falls Road, Belfast 12 Tel: 330552

44 Parnell Square, Dublin1 Tel: 722609

HOBAN. We wish to extend our deep-
est and sincere sympathy to our friend
Charlie and family on the recent death
of his father Kevin. From Bridie,
Richie, Gith, Harry and Eilish,
Coolock, Dublin.

HOBAN. Deepest sympathy to Charlie
Hoban on the recent death of his father
Kevin. From Coolock Sinn Féin.
TREANOR. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Mary and family (Der-
ryclooney, Augher, County Tyrone) on
the death of Felix (Fe) on October 17th,
following a period of illness. He was a
stalwart supporter of civil rights and
national self-determination for the
Irish people. May he rest in peace.
From Sinn  Féin  Councillors
Caoimhghin O Caoldin and Brian
McKenna (Monaghan County Council)
and Raymond McMahon (Dungannon
District Council).

WALL. Deepest sympathy is
to the Wall family on the death of
Willie. From the management and
stafTof AP/RN.
WALL. Deepest sympathy is e
to the Wall family (Baltingl
death of Willie on October 15th. A loyal
and true friend he will be missed
From Driver/O'Boyle Sinn
Cumann, Blessington.

WALL. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the Wall family (Baltinglass) on the
death of Willie. From Hugh Byrne,
AP/RN.

WALL. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the Wall family (Baltinglass) on the
death of Willie. From Cerry and Kathy
O'Neill, Blessington.

WALL. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the Wall family (Baltinglass) on the
death of Willie. From Paul Baker,
Rathvilly.

WALL. Deepest sympathy is extended
to the Wall family (Baltinglass) on the
death of Willie. From Tom Kenny,
Rathvilly,

Féin

Buiochas

QUIGLEY. Kitty and family wish to
thank their friends in the Republican
Movement for their support during

Malachy's (Mal) illness and death. To
those who attended the funeral mass
and burial, and to those who sent
mass cards and letters of sympathy,
the holy sacrifice of the mass has
been offered for your intention.
Again many thanks.

VT JET 2

foeas . .. ..

CASSIDY, Denise. Welcome home
Denise and good luck on your release
from Maghaberry. Best wishes from Pat,
Scotland.

CREANEY, Martin (H4), Birthday
greetings Lo my mate Martin Creaney
for the 10th. All the Best and remember
the cake! From Darren , Scotland
FLOOD, James (Portlacisc). Wishing
you a happy birthday, best wishes from

IBeannachtal

all of us. From your sisters, brothers
and their families

HILLEN, Michacl (H7). Happy birth
day Michael. From the John Mitchel
Sinn Féin Cumann

HILLEN, Michael (H7). Happy birth-
day Michael. From the Newry Prisoners
Defence Fund,
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~A SCOTTISH MAGA-
ZINE with links to the
" Loyalist Prisoners’ Welfare
= Association and  the
=  Independent Orange Lodge is targeting
individuals and families for attack by loyal-
ist thugs. The magazine The Red Hand is
produced every two to three months and
sells between 4,000 and 5,000 copies,
mainly at Glasgow Rangers matches in the
winter and at loyalist marches
\\in the summer.

Following an article published in
the Scotland on Sunday newspaper
on October 13th, the magazine is to
be investigated by British police.
Articles on the Six Counties and loy-
alist squabbles are interspaced with
pieces targeting supposed republican sympa-
thisers as well as businesses and pubs. Many of
these supposed sympathisers are in flute bands
while others are merely Celtic fans who have incurred
loyalist displeasure. Names, addresses and phone
numbers are printed. One Edinburgh family had to
change its phone number after receiving a spate of
threatening and obscene calls.

A typical piece of hate targets named members of a
pub football team, saying that: “These young men should
bear in mind that by blessing themselves or having the por-
trait of the Roman anti-Christ tattooed on their bodies, they
are following in the paths of such progressive forces as
Hitler, Mussolini, the Mafia and of course their heroes in the
IRA. Loyalists encountering such garbage should endeav-
our to readjust their Fenian physiognomies as fully as pos-
sible.” Another feature of the magazine is “Greatest Hits —
an entertaining look at how republicans meet their maker.”

A coach firm has reluctantly refused to carry republi-
can bands after threats made in the magazine. Even the
official Orange Order in Scotland has said that the maga-
zine is manipulated by loyalist paramilitaries.
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RUC Chief Hugh Annesley appeared on the BBC's
Newsnight programme on Monday night, October 21st.
He was asked whether he foresaw circumstances where
the RUC would ambush loyalist terrorists. Annesley
replied that he didn’t like the use of the word ambush but

- Loyalist thugs R
are running amok yet agan--

said it was possible “in a set-piece operation” that a
“lethal confrontation” could take-place. ;

Does that sound like a wordy shoot-to-kill policy to you
too?

APOLOGIES to Detective Frank McLaughlin from Naas,
who asked our photographer for a few snaps of the anti-
extradition protestors at the Fianna Fail Wolfe Tone com-
memoration on Sunday last.

We did our best to accommodate you, Frank, but your
heavies blocked the shot.
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THAT SUNDAY AFTERNOON in Bodenstown, the Workers’
Party held their Tone commemoration and Tomas Mac
Giolla told how it was in Belfast, “on the anvil of the reali-
ties of that proletarian city” that the Workers’ Party had
“hammered out our revolutionary creed”. Indeed many
Belfast people have intimate and not too distant recollec-
tions of Sticky lump hammers.

He correctly drew attention to the anti-sectarianism of
the United Irishmen, going on to say that they “stepped
back from the carnival of tribalism which had engulfed the
country and set out to unite the people in a fight to over-
throw an entrenched order of privilege, greed and oppres-
sion.” He continued in similar vein, saying that, “they em-
barked on what was the first ever civil rights campaign to
confront the Kings and Popes and Princes with a demand
for religious freedom and complete enfranchisement”. Not
one mention in the whole speech of Tone's advocacy of
breaking the connection with Britain.

The following quotation, which we print for Tomas's
benefit, is from Tone’s statement at his court martial in
1798: “From my earliest youth | have regarded the connec-
tion between Ireland and Great Britain as the curse of the
Irish nation; and felt convinced that whilst it lasted this
country could never be free nor happy. My mind has been

But the brave lads of
the RoyAL ULSTER Cons
are out there doing their
bit to protect us! They will
go to any lengths to ensure
your safety - - -

In fact any fenian
found in the streets after
dark is liable to be arr-
ested - - for his own good

How do you tell
the difference between
a loyalist thug and a.
member of the Ruc ?
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confirmed in this opinion by the experience of every suc-

ceeding year, and the conclusions which | have drawn

from every fact before my eyes. In consequence, | deter-

mined to apply all the powers which my individual efforts

could move in order to separate the two countries.”
Bl

END OF AN ERA

Well, comrades, that's it. The Flying Column has been
cruelly downed in mid-flight. Poor Chuckey this week
crashes into obscurity. The no-warning attack by the pow-
ers-that-be comes a week before the birth of what they call
an all new-improved AP/RN.

The dreaded image consultants have been called in to
give the paper what they call a “new look for the ‘90s” and
yours truly has been informed in no uncertain terms-that |
belong in the ‘70s. Chuckey’s years of active (active? — Ed)
service mean nothing to these cold assassins. Our la will
surely come but alas poor Chuckey will not survive to see
that glorious dawn.

Or will he survive his dive to fight another day? (No,
and good riddance. — Ed.)

Dairt Siad
Mr Annesley has no evidence to support his theory that
loyalist paramilitaries are ‘reactive’ to the IRA. Indeed the
IRA has been reasonably quiet of late — in a period of sus-
tained sectarian attacks by loyalist gangs on the Catholic
population. — Irish News editorial, Monday, October 21st,
headed; “A theory shot down by facts”.
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Mr Gerry Reynolds (FG, Sligo/Leitrim) said that as a
young man he had often wondered why politicians were
held in such low esteem, but having listened to Mr Roche,
he now knew why. The best thing Mr Roche could do was to
get himself a Morrison visa, but he doubted that he would
pass the personality test. — Vitriol in Leinster House before
last week's vote of confidence, Irish Times, Friday, October
18th.
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Unlike Fianna Fail, our deputies did not enter this House
with revolvers in their pockets. — Pat Rabbitte calling the
pot black in Leinster House, Friday, October 18th.
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| hope that when Commonwealth leaders next meet, in
two years’ time, it will be Nelson Mandela’s turn to be wel-
comed among us as head of state of a non-racial, democrat-
ic South Africa. — Namibian leader Sam Nujoma at the
C Conf in Harare, Wednesday, October
16th.
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His earthy assessments of opponents such as Garret
FitzGerald (That bollocks!) and Conor Cruise O’Brien (a
shoneen, meaning a little John Bull) are entertaining. —
London’s Independent on Sunday article on Charles
Haughey, October 20th.
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Charlie has a flinty eye and a cold way with challengers,
including non-political ones. After his office was re-fur-
bished in 1982, he demanded to know why his new toilet
did not have central heating. The architect mumbled some-
thing about thermal units, to which Charlie, sliding the toilet
key down the table, replied: ‘Well, you try it on your way
out, and | hope it freezes your balls off.* — Independent on
Sunday.
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The fact is that being a member of the GAA in the Six
Counties has always been a singularly risky pastime, as evi-
denced by the number of innocent members of the associa-
tion who have been killed by the forces. That the UFF
should choose publicly to make membership of the GAA
even more precarious for individuals can only be regarded
as an ominous sign of further atrocities to come. Yet the im-
plications for the GAA people in the Six Counties have hard-
ly caused a ripple amongst the sports people of the
Republic who had other things, like the rugby World Cup,
on their minds. Ireland is indeed in a lamentable state. —
John Barrett in the Irish Post, October 19th.
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Not far from here, the first British soldier died at the
opening of our own revolution. Hidden guns amongst a
populace in revolt was as common then as it is today and
there will always be young men ready to die for something
they believe in... — Spencer, Private Investigator, in US ac-
tion series Spencer For Hire, comparing armed resistance
to British rule in the America of the 18th Century and
Ireland in the 1990s. ¥
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