RUC OFFICER who admitted shooting dead Tyrone student, Kevin

I McGovern was acquitted of murder by Belfast Crown Court this week.
Delivering judgment, presiding Judge Nicholson said that 28-year-old RUC
officer Timothy Hanley had committed a “tragic error’” but no crime. The
judge said that the RUC officer had acted mistakenly and honestly acted in
self-defence when he shot the unarmed teenager in the back.

The RUC confirmed that the suspension
of Hanley was lifted within hours of his
acquittal and he is back on the streets.
The 19-year-old agricultural student,
who was studying at Loughry College,
was shot dead when he unwittingly
walked into an RUC ‘shoot-to-kill” opera-
tion close to the nationalist Greenvale
estate on the outskirts of Cookstown,

sanctions

County Tyrone. Shortly after 11.30pm on
29 September, 1991, Kevin McGovern
accompanied by two fellow students
were on their way to a local disco when
they were suddenly confronted by a gang
of heavily-armed RUC officers.

In what appears to have been a
moment of panic, Kevin ran. The teenager
died, with gunshot wounds to his back,
less than 100 yards from his com-
panions on the brow of a hill on
Westland South Road. From the
beginning, RUC statements con-
cerning the killing bore all the hall-
marks of a well rehearsed
cover-up.

In court, RUC officer Hanley
trotted out the usual formula
which has become the standard
defence of members of the British
crown forces charged with the
murder of unarmed Irish civilians,
in which an alleged movement of a
hand or turn of the head of their

(continued on page three)

® KEVIN McGOVERN

BLOODY

SUNDAY
1972 — 1994

Viareh and Rally
Sunday 30 January

ERRY




LEATHANACH 2 — Thursday,

IRA refutes propaginda

DETAILS were giv.

27 January 1994

en by the IRA in supplied statements this

week of two incidents which were misrepresented by sections of

thg media. The first statement from the IRA’
Brigade related to a bomb explosion near the villa

The IRA statement said:

“Earlier in the week beginning 17
January 1994, the British crown
forces found IRA equipment in the
Cappagh area and as a result began a
major search operation.

“During this search the crown
forces uncovered a bomb which was
being stored by the IRA in a derelict
building.

“'On Sunday evening, 23 January,
an explosion was heard in the vicinity
and two civilians were injured in the
blast. As no IRA Volunteers were pre-
sent in the area at the time, it is our
belief that crown forces’ personnel
were tampering with the device and
exploded it.

“The IRA believes that the ensu-
ing explosion, as well as injuring the
two civilians, either injured or killed
the members of the crown forces who

The IRA statement went on to
cite an incident where the crown
forces had lied about casualties
they sustained while engaged in a
similar undercover operation in
County Tyrone last year:

“Almost a year ago in the Drum-
cairn area of Stewartstown, the IRA
detonated a bomb at a derelict build-
ing which the British army was using
as an observation post.

“At the time of the explosion, the
crown forces denied there were any
injures to their personnel. However,
later that year, when the IRA shot and
wounded Philip Martin, a member of
the RIR, both Ken Maginnis and an
RUC spok son issued
saying that Martin was recuperating

from an injury he received in the IRA
attack on the observation post at
Drumcairn in Stewartstown.”

M INFORMER
ORDERED OUT

In an additional statement to
that supplied last week concerning
a woman informer who the IRA
uncovered in the Tyrone town of
Coalisland, the IRA said:

A 45-year-old woman, Valerie
Buller, and her accomplice Steven
Quinn have been ordered to leave the
Tyrone area and the rest of the nine
counties.

““Buller, a former UDR woman,
was passing on information to the
RUC. Buller was also linked to Steven

'+ Quinn who is well known in the area

s East Tyrone
ge of Cappagh.
Sfor his antisocial behaviour, including
peddling drugs.

“Quinn was also a close associate
of loyalist paramilitaries in the
Moy/Armagh area and under ques-
tioning, Quinn admitted this to the
IRA, giving details of his association
with these people.

“‘These connections that Quinn
had with loyalists and Buller's associ-
ation with him is an added sinister
development which quite clearly puts
the lives of nationalists in danger. The
IRA couldn't tolerate this and ordered
both to leave the nine counties.”

B HOOD PUNISHED

Belfast Brigade, IRA, also
issued an indepth statement in
which they gave details about a
punishment action carried out on
Michael McManus in the Ormeau
Road area of the city on Saturday
night, 22 January.

The statement said:

“Belfast Brigade, IRA, carried out
Saturday night’s punishment shoot-
ing of Michael McManus in the Hat-
field Bar, Ormeau Road.

“McManus has a long and exten-
sive criminal record, as have three of
his brothers.

“’In the second half of last year,
after a series of attacks on local people,
burglaries, car thefts and numerous
other crimes, McManus and one of
his brothers, ‘Danso’ were ordered by
us to leave the Lower Ormeau Road
area. A leaflet cataloguing their
crimes and giving notice to this effect
was circulated in the area,

“Not only did he fail to leave but
he and his brothers increased their
criminal activities, They have contin-
wed to break into local people’s homes
and shops, steal cars and ‘joyride’,
threaten and intimidate,

‘’Michael and his brother [im
robbed a postman on the Ormeau
Road approximately six to eight weeks
ago. During the course of the robbery
the postman was stabbed with a knife.

“ Around Christmas he ,along with
others including his brothers, beat up
a seven months pregnant woman from
the Markets area. This incident hap-
pened on the Ormeau Road.

“The IRA believes that the RUC
are aware of this incident,

“’Recently, McManus, along with
a number of others, forced their way
into a houge, itk fhe arep slaiming to be
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from the IRA. After ransacking the
house, allegedly searching for drugs,
the gang left.

““The IRA were forced to carry out
Saturday night’s action against
McManus, because his ongoing crimi-
nal activities against the people of the
Lower Ormeau area left us no alierna-
tive.

““We will take similar action
against his brothers if they continue
these activities.

““The media reaction to McManus’
punishment is being orchestrated by
antirepublican elements, including
the British financed Workers’ Party
front Families Against Intimidation
and Terror (FAIT), as well as Fr
Denis Faul.

“Let these people and the media
consult the ordinary people of the
Lower Ormeau area concerning the
IRA action against McManus. We are
confident that the victims of
McManus’ activities will be of the
opinion that our action was long over-
due.”

B BELFAST ATTACKS

Responsibility for three attacks
on the crown forces in the past
week in Belfast were claimed by
the Belfast Brigade.

Their statement said:

“On Thursday, 20 January, one of
our units threw an impact grenade at
the crown forces as they were closin,
a barrier at the bottom of the Donegall
Road. No members of the crown forces
were injured in this attack.

“In an attack launched against q
mobile crown forces’ patrol in the
Poleglass area of Belfast, our Volyun.
teers launched a horizontal mortar as
a joint RUC/British army patrol
moved round the Dunmumzy round-
about, The crown

abe ! forces escaped
injury. The IRA refutes claims by
SDLP Councillor Hugh Lewsley that
civilian lives were put at risk during
the operation,”
In the third IRA attack j
n the
Markets are of the city, Volunteers
fired l20 rounds at civilian con-
struction workers in Belf.
KU elfast law
““The car used in the attack
W
then burned out a short distance nw:s
and used to lure the crown forces imz
the area where a 21b antipersonne|
}mne was left to catch the crown
forces as they carried
amn.hey out a follow-up
“This bomb exploded
later and again
escag‘ed injury”.

@ short time
the crown forces
3 b

First Dail recalled

ecalling the 75th anniversary of the First D4il Eireann ony;

January, Sinn Féin Vice President Pat Doherty said:
“The First Déil placed the issue of @ 4 -
Irish national self-determination firmly
on the international agenda. It placed
before the British government and the
international community the demand
for sovereignty and independence. It
declared the independence of Ireland
as a 32-County Republic.
“’Despite repeated assertions of
goodwill and having no strategic or
economic interest in Ireland, the
British government’s presence here is
still based on the Government of Ire-
land Act, which was the British gov- d
ernment’s response to the Irish © PAT DOHERTY
demand for freedom expressed through Dil Eireann.
“The 1920 Government of Ireland Act was imposed through coer-
cion and violence, and coercion and violence are still the basis of the
British government’s presence in the Six Counties today.

"When_ we compare the Ireland of today to the aspirations of the

Democratic Programme which sought ‘Liberty, Equality and Justic
for all’ we can see how far short our partitioned society falls.”

Sectarian discrimination

AFair Employment Tribunal was adjourned when a Ball\;

mena poultry factory agreed to pay compensation toa 2
year—pld Catholic employee who had been subjected 0
sectarian abuse while working for the firm.

The tribunal hearing was adjourned after O’Kane P°“my -m
agreed to pay £16,500 compensation to employee Caroline Pl
from Glenshesk, County Antrim.

l;l'he }},earu'_\g Wwas told that Caroline Phillips, a Catholic, had beey:‘
Salled 2 “Fenian bitch” and “Fenian bastard” while some fellow W
:f}r‘s ‘fh‘lhlst,l,ed The Sash. It was also alleged that a former superviset M

© irm “manhandled” Phillips and seriously assaulted her boyf
atabowling alley in Ballymena. ;

Community worker in
collusion confroversy

A s:‘mmuxxity worker was told by children playing
street that his name and personal details were on @ ed by

COVi i 3, N
Sin:\ﬂ:ginlf‘ a loyalist hide last week. It was later confi™

The
nbe

in the
ot di

lis R jstration
r;:\fw hich included the personal details and car reglsad\““i

I 200 nationali inn Féin by 2 =7,
building work 00 Bia Was, passed to, Sl Te. Ay At
ered the loyau:trh‘i:ioer.kmg in a loyalist area who accidentaly

The Bei ; - pally den®
any knowf::‘ community worker said that the RUC u“mlklayve 2
8¢ of the document, which is believed t

P“,:\‘i bB)’egr'IﬁSh Crown forces to a loyalist death squad. hat theeé
months g 38t man, who is married with children, said ! ¢ bel
Stopped tuj he had complained to the RUC of harassment 2 ﬁasl ud
ordered to lcre ) WO weeks in the Clonard area of West Bkes
hes t;;‘iesenl his driving documents at the RUC barfa®® g gt

> IS mean that th, holic stoP!
check 3 e name of every Cat
- ;?omz Willend up on a hitlist?” he comnzlented.

B e
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Fine-tuning failure

BERTIE AHERN stood up in Leinster House on Wednesday

.and promised a “coherent economic strategy ' that he
claimed would create “real and lasting social progress”. Ahern
boasted ;.ibout the “fiscal performance” of the 26 Counties being
the best in Europe and that the growth of the economy over the
last year was the “best economic performance in the OECD”.

However, the actual measures
announced show that for another
year the Dublin government is to
rely on small-scale tinkering with
the system. The real state of the
economy was shown by the mas-
sive job losses threatened at Kentz,
whose workers picketed Leinster

it i

@ Bertie Ahern’s budget is only a perpet:

House on budget day. (See page 4)

The increases in social welfare,
3% across the board, are only in
line with inflation — the payments
are still below an adequate income
level. Total social welfare spend-
ing is, according to the Book of
Estimates, due to be unchanged

no attempt to create an equitable tax system

H BY NEIL

FORDE
for 1994. Many services are
already critically underfunded, a
fact which the budget glossed
over. Ahern did promise small
increases in funding for public
housing, including refurbishments
and sanitary services. However,
the total funding in these mea-
sures is relatively small compared
to what Ahern is offering the cor-
porate sector.

By the end of the budget,
Ahern had unveiled a range of
concessions to the business com-
munity. These included a reduc-

uation of the failed policies of successive governments over the last decade, relying on small-scale tinkering and making

tion in employers’ PRSI for those
workers earning less than £173 a
week, no increases in corporate
tax, special consideration for the
financial services and rates on the
empty office blocks built by the
state’s property speculators.

Ahern claimed that his budget
was aimed at the unemployment
problem and at the same time
maintained that he had to “con-
vince financial markets’ of his
commitment to budgetary disci-
pline. Verbal assurances took the
place of positive financial commit-
ments on unemployment.

He announced that the failed
social and voluntary employment
schemes will be merged into a

new community employment
scheme, where work for dole
schemes will be introduced.

Ahern, throughout his address,
made references to his concern for
unemployment, especially among
the young. He said there is no mir-
acle cure. He made constant refer-
ence to the National Economic and
Social Forum (NESF) and said he
was awaiting the outcome of their
deliberations.

at he did not mention is

that there have been a vari-

ety of proposals made by local

community organisations, inde-

pendent economists and unem-

ployment groups. This did not get

mentioned, except for the propos-

als of the Conference of Major
Religious Superiors (CMRS).

Instead, Ahern sought to focus
on small-scale tax reform, includ-
ing the abolition of the 1% levy,
the changing of tax allowances
and the widening of tax bands to
help the lower paid. All these are
welcome measures. But the 1%
levy should never have been
imposed — it was an easy option.

Ahern made no attempt to use
the budget to create an equitable
tax system. Instead he talked
about the millions raised in the tax
amnesty without mentioning that
those people who benefitted from
the amnesty paid the lowest tax
rates in the state, less than half of
that levied on the lowest paid
workers in the tax net. The pro-
posed changes still leave the PAYE
sector carrying an inequitable bur-
den.

This budget is only a perpetua-
tion of the failed policies of succes-
sive governments over the last
decade. The profit centres of the
banking community and the cor-
porate sector remain untapped.
The unemployed, the small farm-
ers and the PAYE sector still carry
the burden for this “best perform-
ing’” economy. The budget does
not have the necessary measures
to create the claimed “commit-
ment to social progress”.

Court sanctions
murder by RUC

(continued from front page)
victim is sufficient for the courts to
endorse their summary execution.

Widespread public outrage has
followed the McGovern ruling and
once again raised the question of
the British crown forces use of
lethal force in the Six Counties.
Speaking on behalf of the family,
Dr Se4n McGovern, brother of the
victim, described his reaction as
“disappointed but not surprised”
by the RUC officer’s acquittal.

“Our private tragedy has
become a public travesty for all to
behold,” said Dr McGovern. He
identified the court ruling as little
more that an endorsement of the
RUC’s “Dirty Harry policy where
you can shoot first and think about
why you did it later”. He contin-
e

“We were not looking for victo-
ry, we were looking for a sense of
justice and fair play and we didn’t
even get that.”

A spokesperson for the Com-
mittee for the Administration of
Justice, Michael Ritchie backed the
McGovern family’s call for a judi-
cial review of legislation currently
governing crown force use of

lethal force in the Six Counties.
Ritchie said that under present leg-
islation it was almost impossible to
sustain a conviction against a
member of the British crown forces
charged with the murder of a civil-
ian.

The Relatives for Justice group
reacted angrily to the decision by
Judge Nicholson to acquit RUC
officer Hanley of the murder of
Kevin McGovern. A spokesperson
for the group, Martin Finucane,
said that the decision came as no
surprise to relatives who have had
loved ones killed by the state. He
stated that:

“The RUC and British soldiers
have been responsible for killing
357 people since 1969. Out of all
these killings only 33 prosecutions
have been brought of which four
have resulted in convictions. The
feeling among families of the vic-
tims and people in the nationalist
community is that the British
crown forces receive institutional
protection which is then rubber-
stamped by judicial decisions.”

Derry based human rights
group The Pat Finucane

Centre expressed its deep dissat-

“ isfaction over yet another acquit-

tal of a member of the crown
forces. Speaking for the centre,
Paul O’Connor said that an act of
violence had been committed by
the state’s legal system against
the family of Kevin McGovern.
He continued:

“The acquittal of the RUC man
accused of the murder of Kevin
McGovern demonstrates a consis-
tency in judicial policy over the
last 25 years. From the killings of
Desmond Beatty and Séamus
Cusack to Bloody Sunday, the
killing of Julie Livingstone, Nora
McCabe, Stephen McConomy,
Aiden McAnespie and of course in
December 1990 of Fergal Caraher,
a clear pattern has emerged in
judicial decisions which amounts
to a total amnesty for members of
the crown forces where civilian
deaths are involved.”

Commenting on the verdict,
local Cookstown Sinn Féin repre-
sentative Martin Conlon said that
the acquittal was a matter of grave
concern: 3

“Coming just a month after the
acquittal of the two marines who
killed Fergal Caraher this verdict
highlights the true role of the
crown forces in this state. RUC, the
courts and the Northern Ireland
Office are part of one conspiracy
which sanctions the killing of
nationalists and excuses the killers.
At the same time they claim the
RUC is upholding the normal rule
of law in a democratic society.”

Youth injured in

sectarian

attack

13-YEAR-OLD BOY and his mother were injured in a loy-
alist bomb attack on their Craigavon home on Monday, 24
January. In what-appears te have been intended as a sectarian
attack, a booby-trapped video was left in the letter box of the

Highfield Park house. ,

The video, which was not
wrapped, exploded when the
youngster opened it, showering
the room with shrapnel e

boy was rushed to hospital  as

where he is receiving treatment
for a serious eye injury and lac-
erations to his face, hands and
body. His mother was also

admitted into hospital with

injuries to her hands, face and

body.

The person named by the UVF

he intended victim is not a
ent at the house, Highfield

P

ctims of the attack

area, Both
are Protestants,
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workers in struggle...workers in struggle...

S NN
B KENTZ

DEVASTATION IN
CLONMEL il

THIS WEEK'S budget will be overshadowed by the news that
devastated the Tipperary town of Clonmel. Only two years
after the loss of 300 Digital jobs there, almost a thousand more
jobs_ are at risk since the company was put into receivership. The
decision to appoint a receiver to Kentz came after lengthy argu-

ments between banks and company executives.

Following initial pressure from
Barclays Bank on the British arm
of the Kentz operation, AIB and
the Dublin branch of Banc
Nationale de Paris (BNP) sought
meetings with Kentz management.

The banks demanded the
appointment of a receiver and said
that to seek an examiner, as sug-
gested by the company, would be
a waste of time and money.

On Wednesday, 19 January, the
receiver and his assistants were
installed at Kentz's Clonmel head-
quarters. However, since then, an
examiner has also been appointed
to the company.

Up to 5,000 people marched
through Clonmel on Saturday, 22
January, in protest at possible job
losses. And Kentz workers met
Taoiseach Albert Reynolds on
Wednesday, 26 January, to call for
action to save their jobs. Later the
workers held a picket outside
Leinster House to coincide with
the budget speech. There was
much anger at the hugely prof-
itable AIB for sending in the
receiver.

M New PESP
not finalised

As job losses continued to
mount, the leadership of the Irish

Minister’'s comments on
returned emigrants Slmmed

Trade Union Movement was still
cosying up to the government
which has presided over the dev-
astation. A successor to the Pro-
gramme for Social and Economic
Progress, has, as yet not been
finalised. The government has
claimed that Bertie Ahern’s bud-
get would “complement and
underpin’’ any new programme.
The implication was that the trade
union leadership and others
would recommend acceptance.

A joint statement from the gov-
ernment and the so-called ‘social
partners’ said that a pay agree-
ment in the public and private sec-
tors had not yet been reached, but
indicated that both sides were con-
fident agreement could be
reached.

M Building workers
warn of mass strike

A mass meeting of building
workers has recommended a
strike ballot of all members
against compulsory contract work-
ing in the construction industry.

Unions representing all build-
ing workers are planning a cam-
paign to confront the serious
threat to construction jobs repre-
sented by the spread of contract
work.

INN FEIN’S Dublin EC candidate Larry O"Toole has criticised
comments by 26-County Social Welfare Minister Michael
Woods referring to the 37,000 emigrants who retymed to ]r‘fland
last year only to face the dole queue. Woods cl{umed amazingly
that their presence “in a way is a recognition of just how well the

country is doing”.
Reacting to Woods’ comments, Lar-
ry O'Toole said: “We have 300,000
unemployed in the 26 Counties. In
the ‘80s the real level of unemploy-
ment was disguised by the fact that
up to 50,000 per year were forced to
emigrate to find work. Now many
jobs abroad have dried up and some
emigrants are returning. Bq( otl:\er
indicators show that net emigration
is on the rise again. The jobless
going out are meeting the jobless
coming back. j

If this is the country ‘doing
well’ T would not like to see it if it
was doing'badly. e

O'Toole went on: “One thing
that leaves the country and will
never come back is the untaxed
exported wealth of multination-
als. Equally untapped for nation-
al benefit is the massive profit of
the financial institutions. Allied
Irish Banks which sent the
receiver into Kentz threatening
900 Irish jobs, made a whopping
£139 million profit in the first
half of 1993 alone — up 42% on
1992.

'] agree with Mr Woods that
some people are ‘doing well’ in
Ireland, as thiey always have done.

Over the past 18 months, build-
ing workers have been forced‘lo
accept short-term contracts which
have deprived them of‘notmal
employment-related benef its.

Building workers believe also
that the drift towards subcontract-
ing has contributed towards th.e
alarming rise in industrial acci-
dents, including fatalities. Th‘ere
were 12 deaths on construction
sites in 1992.

The Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, in a statement following
the Dublin meeting, said that if
there was not the clearest indica-
tion that employers would aban-
don their “present attempt to
coerce workers into contract-only
agreements, then there will be a
national strike”.

B TEAM management
uses scare tactics

Management at TEAM Aer Lin-
gus are attempting intimidation in
order that their plans for the com-
pany are accepted by workers.
These include huge changes in
work practices and massive cuts
amounting to £14 million. This
week, management said the only
alternative to the cuts is bankrupt-
cy for the company.

Meanwhile, Dublin Airport
Restaurants is attempting to make
18 workers redundant. SIPTU has
pledged to resist the move saying
that the airport was currently
going through dramatic growth,
with passenger figures targeted to
double by 1996.

B 50 lay-offs in Athy

The Athy-based textile compa-
ny Peerless Rug announced this
week that it is to lay off 50 work-
ers on what it claims is a tempo-
rary basis.

H BY ART
Mac EOIN

® LARRY O'TOOLE
But until their huge profits
harnessed to create .
led campaign against un
ment, it will be the sar

b 4 are
jobs in a state-
employ-
me old stors

for the unemployed and the, umi)i
grants,” O'Toole said, , -* - ;
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Waste figures questioned

OMMUNITY ENVIRONME'NTAL GROUPS have
tioned the hazardous waste figures released byidg &?&
government this week. 1 ‘ I
Compiled from returns supplied by the loca.l authorites, g,
f the Environment stated that approximately 99,0y " Depa,
e was generated in 1992, a 36% increase o s i
d to include 6,000 tonnes previ()usly

ment 0
hazardous wast
ures, which were amende
COUS:,E; fam;‘hx'rd (36,900 tonnes) of the' 199.2 waste was indnemed
five on-site incinerators in Ire}and and in high 'e‘t"Peranue PR
abroad. Some environmentalists afgue that the fl’gUre_s T intinehﬁm
are an attempt to justify the Dublin government’s drive for s,
mcgaez?éoéoner of the Waste Action C'roupl ?}as challenged the i
overnment to explain the figures and is wa,Fmg for the detaileq i
£ the waste by county and class promised by the DOE,

-
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Arts and media call on visa

HE NEWLY-FORMED Irish Arts and Media Alliance inSan
TFrancisco has urged US President Bill Clinton to grant a yig,
to Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams. The alliance of Writers,
artists, journalists, editors and photographers of Irish descent or
with Irish interests, wrote to Clinton on 24 January.

In their letter they say that the granting of a visa is “a vital fres
speech issue which must be resolved in favour of fairness and equali
ty”’. The letter continues:

“By denying Mr Adams a visa to enter the US, the American public
and the media are denied a real opportunity to hear from all sides of
the conflict in Northern Ireland. With current peace initiatives at sucha
critical stage, it is all the more important for the State Department to
end its policy of selectively barring Irish political representatives from
entering the US.”

(See also page 5)

Stormont face-ift

THE ANNOUNCEMENT of plans to refurbish Stormont has
been criticised by Sinn Féin Councillor Fra McCann, who
said that at a time when housing, health and welfare services
continued to be cut, a multimillion pound Stormont face-lift
hardly seemed a priority. The refurbishment is expected to
begin next month at a projected cost of £2.5 million.

Lone parents targeted

SINN FEIN Ard Chomhairle member Dodie McGuinness hs
attacked the decision by the British government to remeve
lone parents from the priority housing list. McGuinness, who
one of the party’s candidates in the European election, slammfd
the announcement and accused the British government of “di
criminating against women and making single mothers scape
goats for the failed policies of the government”.

Ratepayers’ money squandered

SINN FEIN councillors for Newry & Mourne have Slammed,

the council for squandering £3,500 on a free Christmas paﬁ}
for counctllor.s, council officials and guests at Aylesforte _Ht‘“’e
lS“ Wa"'j‘“POlnt last month. Councillor Davy Hyland Safd X
”g‘?‘;‘é}:n has consistently refused to attend this Ck?rlsmf‘;
e ‘-{:1 le‘ Wwhich is an abuse of ratepayers’ money- “This ’;“d

uld have been spent on hard-pressed community centres

other voluntary Projects,” Hyland concluded.

Crown force killings probe

:{I'E’lSlx County-based Human
% ll}: \ts group, the Committee
for the Administration of Justice
15 to hold a conference in Derr
'I:\::(\.H\ll)l\lh to examine killing);
ried out itis
forl\‘.es in lrel.mbd)i o hien
mOlr l:.kf\] said that there have been
Doie 'an 350 deaths in the Six
b,er:\n;‘s Since 1969 caused by mem-
o 0. !helcmwn forces, many in
sputed circumstances, The éA] .
0 be he {
llege on 5 February, lii ?L: :
‘e-llegal reform necessary to
SN government legislation
al force
S,
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Extradition bill
‘a criminal offence’

N BY LIAM O COILEAIN

THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT'S Extradition Amendment Bill,

announced on 19 January, has been condemned by the Irish
Aptl»Extradilion Committee as an abuse of human rights. “This
bill,” said spokesperson Nora Comiskey, “is designed to do what
the Fianna F4il government tried to do with the 1987 bill”.

"It will leave a situation where the
state brands all offences criminal,
thus pretending that a political
conflict no longer exists and that
those facing political charges can
receive justice from British
courts.”

“Denying the existence of the
political offence,” she continued,
“may well please the British gov-
ernment, but adding one more
injustice to the litany which
already exists will certainly not aid
the peace process.”

The bill is designed to do away
once and for all with the political
offence exception in extradition
cases, filling in the gaps which
were not plugged by the 1987 act,
ratifying the European Conven-
tion on the Suppression of 'Terror-
ism'. It provides for possession of
explosives and firearms and use of
nonautomatic firearms to be
excluded from those offences
which were previously classed as
politically-motivated.

In 1991, the British were said to
be angry and disappointed when
the Supreme Court ruled that
Tony Sloan and Michael ‘Beaky’
McKee could not be extradited
because possession of an M60
machine gun was in fact a political
offence. The Dublin government
has now decided to go the final
few yards in tying up political
extradition once and for all.

But the new measures impinge
even further on the civil rights of
Irish citizens. Extradition proceed-
ings will now all be centralised in
the Dublin District Court. Current-
ly, extradition proceedings can be
held in any district court. The dis-
trict court will no longer be
allowed to grant bail in extradition
cases. This will be restricted to the
High Court. The court order for

the extradition of a person will no
longer have to specify the point of
handing over. This is presumably
to avoid those embarrassing
scenes at points of handover such
as at Carrickarnon in 1988 and
again in 1989 when thousands
turned out to protest at the extra-
ditions of Robert Russell and Paul
Kane.

The new bill provides that a
member of the gardaf will no
longer need to have a copy of the
extradition warrant in his or her
possession when arresting some-
body for extradition. In future, the
warrant will have to be served
within 24 hours. The court will
also be able to remand a person
held under a provisional British
warrant for seven days as opposed
to the present three.

In return for this piece of draco-
nian legislation, the Dublin gov-
ernment is demanding that a rule
of specialty be brought in by the
British to prevent what happened
to Dessie Ellis from recurring. The
charges against him were changed
as soon as he had been extradited.
Reports indicate that the British
have agreed to bring in the spe-
ciality rule.

The Irish Council for Civil Lib-
erties has also spoken out against
the bill. Spokesperson Michael
Farrell said that given the contro-
versy over the role of courts in
Britain and the Six Counties in
political cases, people facing extra-
dition should be tried instead
under the Criminal Law Jurisdic-
tion Act of 1976.

He said that where extradition is
sought, the real loophole is the lack
of a provision for a prima facie case
to be established before Irish citizens
can be extradited. “Labour, Fianna
F4il and Progressive Democrat TDs
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® A defiant Joseph Magee enters the High Court during his extradition hearing

have in the past called for this,” he
said, “so there is no reason why it
shouldn’t form part of the new bill”.

n Tuesday, 25 January the
High Court appeal by
Armagh man Joseph Magee
against his extradition to Eng-
land ended. Judge Fergus Flood
reserved his judgement in the
case and retired to consider the
arguments presented. A decision
is likely within two to three
weeks. Anti-extradition support-
ers and relatives demonstrated
outside the court as Magee was
driven from the Four Courts
back to Portlaoise Prison to
await the verdict.
The defence barrister, John
McMenamin, had argued in court

that Magee’s constitutional rights
had been abused during his hur-
ried Limerick District Court hear-
ing in January 1993. He further
argued that the offence cited on
the warrants, that of the killing of
a British army recruiting sergeant
in Derby in April 1992, fell into the
category of a political offence, as
defined by both the 1965 and 1987
Acts. He also cited the flood of
prejudicial media coverage, both
locally and nationally in Britain
which followed the killing. Magee
was named as one of those respon-
sible, his photograph was pub-
lished liberally and he was
variously described as a ““mad
dog”, “soldier’s killer” and “gun
psycho”. McMenamin argued that
such prejudicial coverage could

not be remedied by a lapse in time
before any trial or by simply mov-
ing the trial to Sheffield or London
as the crown had suggested. He
argued that there was no way
Magee could receive a fair trial in
front of an unbiased jury given
that coverage.

Should Magee lose his High
Court appeal, he is expected to
appeal to the Supreme Court.
Belfast born Angelo Fusco, facing
extradition to the Six Counties, is
still waiting for a date for a
Supreme Court judgment on his
.case regarding a motion requesting
documents from the Six Counties
which are relevant to his case. His
High Court appeal against extradi-
tion will go ahead only after this
point is ruled on.

L 4

@ Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams — pressure is mounting on the Clinton
administration to reconsider its position in relation to his visa application

British still blockin

SINN FEIN PRESIDENT Gerry Adams, has called on the Unit-
ed States government to grant him a visa allowing him to
attend a peace conference in New York.

The conference organised by the
National Committee on American
Foreign Policy (NCAFP) is to be
held next week and as well as
Adams, all the other leaders of the
Six-County political parties have
been invited to attend the confer-
ence.

However, it has been reported
that the OUP and DUP leaders
James Molyneaux and Ian Paisley
respectively, have turned their
invitations down after initially
expressing “an interest in princi-
ple to attend”. X

“International opinion can play
an important and constructive role
in the development of a peace
strategy,” said Adams, before call-
ing on the international communi-
ty to, “exercise its goodwill and
influence to assist in the resolution
of the Anglo/Irish conflict”.

Adams accused the British of
attempting to block his visa
application and, “stifle political
debate, inhibit free speech and to

undermine the potential that
exists for American involvement
in a peace process”.

“There is widespread interest
in and concern about Ireland with-
in American public opinion which
stems from the historical links
between the two countries and the
large Irish-American community
in the USA. The potential has,
therefore, always existed for the
USA to play a part in the construc-
tion of an effective peace process,”
continued the Sinn Féin president.

Stressing the need for open
debate and dialogue, Adams said,

o

we seek an end to all armed
actions and a demilitarisation of
the conflict. The Sinn Féin leader-
ship has been actively engaged in
initiating and developing
unarmed strategies for struggle.
This should be encouraged, not
discouraged.”

Pressure is mounting on the
Clinton administration to reassess
its stand denying Adams a visa.
Since Clinton reneged on his elec-
tion promise to grant a visa, influ-
ential Irish-American politicians
and public figures have been lob-
bying him to change his mind.

Full-page advertisements in the
New York Times have also called
for American support for the
efforts to find peace in the Six

no is imp. d by mis-
information and ignorance. The
NCAFP can assist the peace pro-
cess in Ireland and I am very
pleased to be invited to address
this forum. I commend the com-
mittee.”
Concluding his statement
Adams said: . o ”
“’Sinn Féin is. not engaged in
armed struggle. On the contrary,

C ies. This has included the
granting of a visa to Adams.

A letter written by four of the
most influential Irish-American
politicians in the states — Ted
Kennedy, Daniel Moynihan, John
Carey and Christopher Dodd —
calling on Clinton to change his
mind, seems to have brought it
home to Clinton that denying
Adams a visa is dead-end policy.
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- BLATANT VIOLATION
OF NEUTRALITY

IT IS NOW less than two years since the Fianna Fail/PD coali-
tion promised during the Maastricht Treaty referendum cam-
paign that the 26 Counties would never participate in a military
alliance without recourse to a referendum. Voters were told that
these issues would not be on the EU agenda until 1996. This view
was supported at the time by both Fine Gael and Labour.

Voters in the South were told that the articles within the Maas-
tricht Treaty dealing with a common foreign and security policy
would not mean participation in any military alliance. Decisions on
these matters would only be decided unanimously by all EU mem-
ber states. We were supposed to ignore the parts of the Maastricht
Treaty which specifically mentioned the Western European Union
(WEU). We were to ignore the fact that the Maastricht Treaty
describes the WEU as “an integral part” of the European Union and
gives them responsibility for carrying out the military directives of
the EU.

The 26 Counties would not partake in the WEU, it would instead
have ‘observer status’. Within a day of the Maastricht Treaty being
ratified in the 26 Counties, the WEU was asking the EU to explain to
them what ‘observer status’ meant as they had no such membership
position. No role except full membership is mentioned in the Maas-
tricht Treaty.

Since June 1992, the WEU has been developing itself into the mili-
tary arm of the EU. In the same month a planning group was set up
by the 26 Counties’ Defence Forces to examine “the developing rela-
tionship” with the WEU. In May 1992, Albert Reynolds had claimed
that the 26 Counties “does not intend to become a member of the
WEU” and that taking part in WEU meetings as observers would
“‘not require us to become a member of the WEU or to take on obli-
gations or defence commitments under the WEU treaty”.

By November 1992, the 26 Counties was granted permanent
observer status at the WEU, a move condemned by the Labour Party
at the time. By this time the WEU was playing a significant military
role in Europe in that it was coordinating the naval blockade of the
former Yugoslavia.

Now over a year later, the Irish ambassador to Belgium, Pat
Cradock, is the Dublin government’s permanent representative at
the WEU and last week it was revealed that the WEU had invited
the Dublin government to allow 26-County troops participate in
WEU military exercises in Spain later this year.

The Dublin government did not reject the WEU invitation. They
claimed that it was not particularly significant and that they would
probably reject the invite. However, this does not disguise the fact
that the Dublin government has essentially conceded a military role
for the 26 Counties in the WEU. In November 1993, Albert Reynolds
admitted that the Dublin government would now contribute to the
“security of Europe”.

However, last week a WEU official maintained that “if you are
serious about the European concept you should be a member of the
WELU. If you signed Maastricht, you should do everything with the
12 member states and not like now when you have twelve minus
two”.

What we are seeing is not a unanimous decision but the more
powerful EU members using economic and political pressure on the
Dublin government. There will be a military alliance with or with-
out Dublin government approval. That is the nature of the EU’s
undemocratic internal politics.

Come 1996 and we will be told that we will have to concede and
accept the WEU. The Dublin government has already effectively
conceded participation in a military alliance. The last people to

exited by the back door. .

know will be the 26-County voters. Irish neutrality has effectively

expressed the hope that the
British would revive a local
assembly before the end of
the year. The DUP is refusing
to take part in the process
because of current develop-
ments which it interprets as a
British sell out of the union.
Sinn Féin is excluded from
talks because of the British
precondition on an IRA
cease-fire. The inter-party
talks have therefore even
fewer chances of success than
they had in 1991 and 1992,
Wwhen they collapsed amidst
recriminations, unionist
blackmail and the British
refusal to take risks and
depart from a partitionist
framework.

Little wonder that the
SDLP delegation went in to
meet Michael Ancram and
came out again hours later
without uttering a single
word to journalists. They
know, and they know north-
ern nationalists know, that
this whole process is intrinsi-
cally flawed and incapable by
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British ‘working to their

News

own agenda’ — Adams

SEV‘ERALA HUNPRED PEOPLE GATHERED at a meting of
Belfast Sinn Féin in the Sedn MacBride Education Centre

on Thursday, 20 January,

political settlement”’.

Addressing the meeting, Adams
said that Sinn Féin and the nation-
alist community at a wider level,
are examining the Downing Street
Declaration in the context of an
overall search for a real and last-
Ing peace. The declaration will be
judged, Adams said, on whether it
seeks to advance the peace process
in a real way or is a cosmetic
response to the Irish Peace Initia-
tive.

Outlining Sinn Féin'’s search for
a peace process which began sev-
en years ago, Adams said that the
party had committed itself to
breaking the military and political
deadlock by putting the key issues
— the failure of partition and the
denial of the right of the Irish peo-
ple to national self-determination
— at the centre of the political
agenda. He continued:

"My talks with SDLP leader
John Hume were the most signifi-
cant element in this initiative. We
reached the point of agreement on
a set of proposals which, we

to hear Sinn Féin President Ge
Adams call for “intensified effo g

rts to bring about a lasting

believed, could form the basis of a
viable peace process. This was
dependent on the adoption of
these proposals by the two gov-
emments.””

According to Adams, both the
British and Dublin govern-
ment were fully informed of what
was involved at all stages of the
development of these proposals
and the Downing Street Declara-
tion was a response to this. Adams
continued:

“’Republicans have to make
fundamental assessments. Does
the Downing Street Declaration
represent a first step for the British
government in the direction of a
lasting peace or is it merely a polit-
ical response by a British govern-
ment under pressure from the
Irish Peace Initiative, aimed at
avoiding a political confrontation
with the Dublin government, frag-
menting nationalist concerns and
bringing political pressure to bear
on Sinn Féin so as to damage us?”’

More importantly, Adams
argued, even if our assessment is
that it does not represent a first
step for the British government,
we should not allow this to undu-
ly influence our considerations on
taking risks. Moving on to consid-
er the question of consent or veto,
Adams pointed out that the north-
ern state was designed to create a
unionist majority in perpetuity. He
continued:

“’Peace, stability, justice and
reconciliation in Ireland can only
be achieved through agreement
between an overwhelming majori-
ty of the people on this island.
That agreement must be based on
political maturity, mutual respect
and a willingness to create new
structures acceptable to all.”

Adams argued that peace will
not be achieved through the dis-
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and unionists alike, trapped by
partition into an ever escalating
conflict situation. Consent is much
more attractive from a
British/unionist PR perspective
than the veto word it seeks to
replace.”

espite all the rhetoric, Adams
Dargued, thé veto belongs in
reality, not to the unionist popula-
tion, but to the British government
which can grant or deny the veto
as it chooses. ’For too long the
veto served both as a camouflage
and public rationale for Britain’s
decision to exercise sovereignty in
the Six Counties,” said Adams.
"The use of the consent argu-
ment by the British to justify parti-
tion is entirely bogus. Consent was
never a prerequisite for political
movement on the part of the
British government in the past.
Stormont was dissolved without
unionist consent, the Hillsborough
Agreement was signed without
unionist consent. When the British
government wants to change its
policy, or when it finds it tactically
necessary to change its policy, it
does so whether or not the union-

tortion of history, the perp on
of partition and the manipulation
of words, such as the substitution
of the word consent for veto.

“The word consent means vol-
untary and unanimous agreement.
The principle of consent is the
tenet of democracy. But in recent
British/Irish history, consent has
become an ugly shorthand for the
continued coercion of nationalist

ists give their consent.”

Pointing out that the British
statelet in the Six Counties only
survives by the use of draconian
laws and massive military force,
Adams said that partition locks
nationalists into a state to which
they owe no allegiance, which
systematically discriminates
against them and in which they

are the victims of a campaign of
sectarian slaughter. :

To end the impasse so that “we
can all move forward to a peaceful
settlement’’, Adams said that the
British government must join in a
process of democratic persuasion.
He said the first step for the British
government was to accept its obli-
gation to provide clarification for
Sinn Féin on the Downing Street
Declaration. He continued:

“Its refusal to provide clarification
for Sinn Féin must be a matter of deep
concern for everyone interested in
peace. The only logical reason for the
British refusing clarification can be that
they are working to their own political
agenda.”

Acknowledging that the Dublin
government was “for the first
time”’ attempting to address the
issue of peace and a political set-
tlement to the conflict, Adams said
Dublin should not be put off by
pressure from Britain or from the
neo-unionists in Leinster House.
Identifying the Irish Peace Initia-
tive as “containing the political
dynamic to end the impasse and
create the conditions for a lasting
peace”. Adams concluded:

“’Sinn Féin will continue to
press ahead for a negotiated set-
tlement and for a lasting peace in
our country. We will not allow
the British government to squan-
der the opportunity for peace
which still exists despite all
Major and Mayhew’s efforts to
subvert it.”

No democracy in changes

H BY NEIL FORDE

HE NEWS that the Westminster Boundary Commission for

the Six Counties had concluded its report was bound to raise
the suspicions of anybody with a passing interest in Six-County
elections. The history of electoral democracy and boundary com-
missions in Ireland this century is a fraught and contentious one.

We have witnessed from 1920
right up to the last Boundary
Commission in 1979 a series of
systematic attempts by both
unionist and British rulers to con-
trol the electoral system in the Six
Counties.

The 26-County state has also
seen a series of attempts, some
successful, to manipulate elec-
toral law in favour of the encum-
berent governments. In Britain
today, a series of changes both in
local government and in West-
minster are changing the face of
parliamentary representation
and the structures of local gov-
ernment.

The proposed changes in the
Six Counties show widespread
reorganisation of constituency
boundaries. North Antrim alone

XISTINC

went unchanged while the 16 oth-
er constituencies show boundary
movements from outright disap-
pearance of constituencies to seri-
ous reorganisation.

our new constituencies, New-
Ftownards and Castlereagh, Mid
Down, Newry and Mourne and
Blackwater come in while it is pro-
posed that South Belfast, South
Down, Strangford and Newry/
Armagh depart.

Media focus has been on the
West Belfast seat, but in most cases
it is still early days in establishing
just who the new electorate arith-
metic favours. What is obvious is
that the electoral system itself is
and has been patently unfair. The
first past the post system has in
Britain maintained governments
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who do not enjoy the majority of
votes cast, while discouraging
local democracy and preventing

" the true electoral spectrum from

being represented.

In the Six Counties it has in the
present parliament presented the
Official Unionist Party with nine
seats out of 17, with only 34.5% of
the vote. This undemocratic major-

ity has in the last year held consid-

erable sway over British policy in
Ireland, culminating in the setting
up of a Select Committee based
upon the unrepresentative spread
of MPs.

The actual changes proposed in
the new boundaries throw up a
range of new combinations.
Orange Grand Master Martin
Smyth will be looking for a new
home after the splitting of his rela-
tively comfortable South Belfast
seat between West and East
Belfast. Some 16,336 of the 33,584
total votes cast won him the South
Belfast seat in 1992,

On the doorstep of East Belfast,

a relative DUP stronghold, is the

MID ULSTER «

FERMANAGH &
SOUTH TYRONE

BLACKWATER

new constituency of Newtownards
and Castlereagh. This could be a
tempting seat for either Robinson
or the OUP’s John Taylor as the
constituency includes part of the
now dismembered Strangford. The
result would be in the balance; the
DUP have nine seats compared to
the OUPs six on Castlereagh
Council. However, in the Ards
East and West boroughs the situa-
tion is reversed with the OUP in
the driving seat.

Movi.ng south we find that the
electoral map of Counties
Armagh and Down has been total-
ly redrawn. Newry/Armagh and
South Down make way for Mid
Down, Newry and Mourne and to
the west, Blackwater, which
stretches from South Tyrone to
Armagh.

Newry and Mourne must return
a nationalist MP, the question will
be who. SDLP MP’s Eddie McGrady
or Séamus Mallon could venture
forth. Sinn Féin made a gain of one
council seat from the SDLP here last
year. Mid Down is made up mostly
of the Boroughs of Down Council,
including Downpatrick, Rowallane
and Ballynahinch. The probable
inclusion of the Newcastle Borough

W

NORTH
ANTRIM

in the Mourne constituency will
diminish McGrady’s hope of win-
ning a seat here.

Blackwater seems tailor made
for the OUP’s Ken Maginnis, even
though nationalists within the area
will make up a very large minori-

It is impossible to predict what
will happen in the new Fer-
managh/South Tyrone constituen-
cy. It seems as though the
boundaries have been shaped
across the ‘South’ of the Six-Coun-
ty area to spread the possible
aunionist votes into the maximum
number of seats. In Mid Ulster,
which will include parts of the
now smaller Foyle constituency,
the electoral outcomes are difficult
as yet to predict, but again the fear
of a malign influence on the
boundary changes is suspected.

James Kilfedder in North Down
could face renewed OUP opposi-
tion in the now revamped con-
stituency which loses a slice of the
‘Gold Coast’, gaining instead the
rural Ards peninsula. One won-
ders how a constituency of such
contrasts will affect the electability
of Kilfedder, the MP of the Six
Counties’ professional elite.

F'u\ally West Belfast. The failure
to include Poleglass and Twin-
brook and parts of Dunmurray
into West Belfast in favour 24,000
voters from Balmoral, Malone
Road, Finaghy and Shaftesbury
Square does seem to threaten the
historical make up of the con-
stituency.

It is clear that the new bound-
aries do not remotely reflect any
attempt to produce proper repre-
sentation between the different
political groups in the Six Coun-
ties. Sinn Féin’s 23.5% of the total
poll in Belfast is made a mockery
of by the boundaries. The persis-
tent reliance on the first past the
post system to sustain unionist
electoral hegemony has been rein-
forced by these new boundaries.
The Six Counties still waits' on
democracy, Sl E e }

ey
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streets by the nationalist people

@ The Bogside, Derry 1969 — 50 years of
unionist oppression is confronted on the

THE MOST DOMINANT FEATURE of the build-up to the
Battle of the Bogside in 1969 was the confidence and
determination of people in nationalist areas that the forces of
unionist sectarianism would not be allowed to continue their
policy of intimidation and terror.

Prior to the emergence of the
civil rights struggle, there had

route of the Orange parade
would be attacked. This was

been very little e to the
unionist monolith. Any that did
exist was by no means popular-
ly supported, which meant that
the British government could
ignore the demands for change
or even reform of their sectarian
establishment in the Six Coun-
ties.
The civil rights struggle not
only instilled confidence in the
nationalist population, but
developed an awareness of
what could be achieved
through united action and of
their ability to make decisions
as a community rather than
depending on a few political
representatives.

For several weeks before 12
August 1969, there was a feel-
ing of apprehension among the
people who lived in the Bogside
area of Derry that the Orange
parade due to take place on that
date, would be used by the
Orangemen and police to
attempt to suppress the grow-
ing resistance of nationalists. It

was widely believed that

nationalist areas close to the

inforced by the de of the
RUC who were intensifying
their policy of harassment of
nationalists.

It was in this atmosphere
that & public meeting was con-
vened to establish some form of
defence for the people of the
Bogside area should the worst
happen, This meeting was
organised by the local Republi-
can Club and was attended by
approximately 100 people.

The out of this

for the defence of the commu-

nity.

On the 12 August it became
clear very early on that the
intentions of the RUC were as
the community had suspected.
The RUC sealed off the Bogside
area, shouting abuse and
harassing people leaving or
entering the area.

When the Orange parade
reached the section of the Derry
walls overlooking the Bogside,
missiles were hurled and
attempts were made to attack
the area from several points.

During this time, not only
did the RUC ignore these
attacks, they were instrumental
in them, The people in the area
immediately took measures to

was that there was a need to
elect a committee whose
responsibility would be to
organise local defence groups
and act as the coordinating
body for the defence of the area.
This committee was named the
Citizens' Defence Committee
(CDC).

The main terms of refer-
ence for the committee were to
ensure that nothing would be
done which would provoke an
attack by the RUC or Orange-
men, but in the event of any-

‘happening, adequate:
méasiures would be initiated .

defend themselves, erecting
barricades and fending off the
RUC and Orangemen with
stones, bottles and broken pave-
ments.

The RUC responded with
tear gas, indiscriminate use of
rubber bullets and ceaseless
attacks weilding batons and
iron bars,

This lasted for three days,
during which the RUC were
joined by the ‘B’ Specials.

There is no question that
had it not been for the courage
displayed the Bogside com-

‘munity, people would have
béen murderéd and Komes
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® Petrol bomber in action during the Banleuf the Bogside

would have been destroyed
by the so-called forces of law
and order.

While this battle raged for
three days, the unionist estab-
lishment and their British mas-
ters were obviously confident
that their paramilitary thugs
could subdue the resistance of
nationalists. It was only when it
became clear that this was not
the case did they send in British
troops to contain the situation
and allow for discussions with
representatives of people in the
area.

At the same time, the British

~establishment realised that the

situation. was receiving world

media attention and questions
were being asked about British
administration of the Six Coun-
ties.

The British accepted that the
nationalist community would
not permit a return to the status
quo and that they could no
longer enforce this by intimida-
tion.

From this point, the adminis-
tration of the area was over-
seen by the CDC. This involved
ensuring the safety of the area
by providing 24-hour guarding
of barricades at every entrance
to the area and ensuring that
the needs of the elderly and sick
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‘isms’. Debate on the signifi-
cance of a community establish-
ing a state attracted 26-County
Labour Party theologians,
British Labour Party dissidents
and French, Spanish, Italian re-
porters and revolutionaries.
The debates were entertain-
ing and sometimes even inter-
esting to those people who
attended them, but to the over-
whelming number of people
who created the situation, it
was enough that they had taken
on the establishment and wan.
James Callaghan paid 2 visit,
supposedly to see at first hand
what and why things had
developed to such z stage, as if
he and successive British gov-
ernments had been unaware of
what was happening here for
the previous 50 years. He
toured the area and spoke to 2
number of locals, made the usu-
al promises and left
The British army made 2
number of requests to the CDC
for a meeting to discuss how
the situation could be main-
tained to everyone's satisfac-
tion. At these meetings they
gave undertakings that they
would not enter ”‘fﬁ:rea u;d(ss
invited, to deal ith accidents
S with any possible assistance.
These meefings were attend-
ed by appxoximl_’ﬂ}' fen mem-
bers of the comuutice and three
British army officers. At one
. such meeting, Colonel Dybel,
one of the British representa-
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smothered in clouds of CS gas
which was so severe that many
people in the Rossville Street
area were forced to leave their
homes. Hundreds of people
were beaten with batons, suf-
fered from the effect of gas and
were wounded by rubber bul-
lets

As time passed it appeared
that the British had accepted
the area as off-limits and the

barricades became more of a
symbol. There was a further
meeting with the British army
at which they undertook not
to attempt entering the area
should the barricades be
removed.

The committee decided to
remove them shortly after this
meeting and lines were painted
on the roads signifying where the
British or RUC could not enter.

: : -
© After the erection of the barricades the sectarian RUC were no longer in control of the developing situation

During this period, political
activity in the area was, in
the main, led by the local
Republican Movement and Der-
1y Labour Party/Young Social-

e alirad
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the most murderous onslaughts
by loyalist bigots. Hundreds of
families had been burnt out of
their homes and plans were
being made to evacuate nation-
alist families from Belfast.

As news of what was hap-
pening in Belfast spread, spo-
radic rioting developed in
Derry. At first this was restrict-
ed to the area surrounding the
Bogside, but soon spread to
attacks on the British army and
RUC in the city centre.

Impatience with the British
establishment was growing as it
became clear that there was no
intent by the British govern-
ment to implement any real
changes in the political set-up
here. s

The questions being raised
within the Republican Move-
ment at this time mainly con-
cerned why the leadership of
the IRA had not taken account
of the militant direction in
which the struggle had devel-
oped in the Six Counties.
Debate centred on the point at
which military action would be
taken and whether this would
undermine the mass movement
of resistance developed through
the civil rights struggle.

The attitude of the vast
majority of members was that
the point had been reached
which demanded that military
action be taken. The whole
debate was a purely academic
exercise by the leadership, how-
ever, as it became clear that no
provisions had been made by
them to engage in military con-
flict, regardless of what the

pinion of the membership

ists. Newsl, were p
regularly and public meetings
held.

The main emphasis of repub-
lican publicity was to highlight
the plight of nationalists in

YOU CAN
SMASH
BARRICADE g |

BU 1

Belfast, who were facing one of

might be.

At the same time, approach-
es were made to individuals in
the no-go area by a senior 26-
County army officer, that
arrangements had been made to

\

\
\
\
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train people from the area in
army barracks in Donegal. This
offer was taken up by a large
number of young people. This
had obviously been an attempt
by the Dublin government to
give an impression of concern
for what was happening in the
Six Counties. This was certainly
clear to the Republican Move-
ment, as during the same peri-
od the gardai raided an IRA
training camp in Donegal, con-
fiscating arms and arresting
seven Volunteers.

Growing divisions led to a
split in the IRA in December
1969 and Sinn Féin at the Ard
Fheis in January 1970.

The majority of members
remained with what became
known as the 'Officials'. The
conflict which developed
between the two sides in other
areas did not happen in Derry
at this time. This was mainly
due to mutual respect and the
fact that the organisation was so
small prior to the split, that
members on both sides had a
close personal relationship.

Thebegmmn’ ing of 1970 saw an
intensification of rioting in
Derry. Resentment of the British
army was growing, especially
among young people who were
being subjected to harassment
and physical abuse.

On 29 March 1970, an esti-
mated 9,000 people took part in
the annual Easter commemora-
tion. When the parade was
passing the RUC station on the
Strand Road, a large section of
the crowd attacked the bar-
racks. Twelve soldiers were
injured and 17 people were
arrested. Following intense riot-
ing, the British army sealed off
the Bogside area and rioting
continued until early the fol-
lowing morning.

Attacks on British soldiers
were a regular feature and for
the first time, nail bombs were
thrown.

On 26 June, Bernadette
Devlin was arrested and taken
to Armagh Prison. This sparked
off intense rioting in Derry
which lasted for several days.
On 27 June three IRA Volun-
teers were killed in a premature
explosion in a house in Creg-
gan. Two daughters of one of
the men were also killed.

The spirit of the people of
Derry had proven to be
undaunted and in August 1971
when internment was intro-
duced barricades were again
erected and a no-go area estab-
lished. This lasted until 31 July
1972, when the British army, in
the biggest operation since
Suez, invaded the no g0 areas
of Derry and Belfast with 12,000
troops.

The most murderous attack
by the British army took place
in Derry on 30 January. On
what is now known as Bloody
Sunday, they attacked a civil
rights march murdering 13 peo-
ple and wounding 17 others.

This incident, more than
anything else, demonstrated the
attitude of the British towards
the nationalist community.

Bloody Sunday demonstrat-
ed to the world what the people
living in areas like the Bogside
have always known — that the
British will go to any lengths in
an attempt to smash resistance.
The response to Bloody Sunday
by the people, then and since, is
proof that they will never suc-
ceed.
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Further repres

News

An Phoblacht/Republican News

N THE TOP OF THE PRESENT ‘catch-all emergency’ legis-

lation the right-wing British government are continuing to
press for more ways to terrorise and suppress the Irish communi-
ty in Britain with the conclusion of the second reading in changes
in the Criminal Justice and Public Order Bill.

At present an average of 55,000 pre-
dominantly Irish people are held for
up to an hour at British ports every
year under the existing PTA. This

Irish community in Britain

allows the British police to stop any-
one without any ‘reasonable suspi-
cion’ that they have committed a
crime of any kind.

With the second reading of
changes in the Criminal Justice
and Public Order Bill at Westmin-
ster just completed it has emerged
that one of its new clauses will
widen the powers of the British
Special Branch and MI5 in their
harassment of Irish citizens.

According to the British based
PTA Research and Welfare Associ-

e British government is again looking for more repressive and racist powers to increase its harassment of the

sive measures planned

ation Clause 62 of the new propos-
als allow for the police to effective-
ly draw a cordon around entire
regions or communities. Within
these areas police will have the
powers to stop and search per-
sons, vehicles and premises. This
cordon can last for 28 days and
can be extended for a further 28
days by an assistant chief consta-

e.

Also included are powers for
a police constable to stop and
search any vehicle or person
they see fit, whether or not they
have grounds for suspecting the
person or the vehicle has been
involved in any incident. This,
along with further quite dramat-
ic changes, has been likened to
the police being able to declare
areas of martial law.

The PTA group pointed out
that detentions will be carried out
purely on the personal whims and
prejudices of police officers. Irish
centres, clubs, pubs, Irish festivals
and sportsgrounds will become
venues where these new racist
powers will be used. Failure by

bers of the Irish cc ities
to cooperate with the new proce-
dures could leave them open to a
six month prison sentence and a
substantial fine.

Like the changes recently wit-
nessed in the ‘Emergency Provi-

sions Act (EPA) in the Six Coun-
ties similar changes are included
in the new Bill in England.

Clause 63 adds two new
offences to the present PTA.

Liberty, the civil rights group,
has pointed out that under Part
16a of the new legislation anyone
having possession of standard
household items like empty jam
jars, rubber gloves or weighing
scales could be subsequently
accused of being on their way to
make a bomb. Possession of simi-
lar items have resulted in people
recently being charged in the Six
Counties.

All these items have been
used in English courts in the past
in attempts to convict Irish pris-
oners. With the implementation
of the new Bill no conclusive
proof, backed up by corrobora-
tion by either witnesses or foren-
sic evidence, will be needed to
obtain a conviction. ‘Reasonable
suspicion’ that the articles are
connected with ‘acts of terror-
ism’ will suffice.

Similarly under Part 16b,
detainees will have the onus of
proof put on them to give a rea-
sonable excuse for possession of
any information, records or docu-
ments including photographs
which the police might deem ‘use-
ful to terrorists planning or carry-
ing out acts of terrorism’. In other
words, if you are Irish you will be
seen as guilty until you can prove
your innocence.

RUC pressurise young father

A24-YEAR-OLD West Belfast man held in Castlereagh Interro-
gation Centre was approached by RUC Special Branch offi-
cers who attempted to recruit him as an informer.

On Tuesday, 11 January, the RUC
arrived at the young man’s home
at 5.45am. He was arrested and
taken to Castlereagh Interrogation
Centre where he was interrogated
by four RUC officers working in
teams of two from 10am until
11pm for two days.

The RUC attempted to intimi-
date the young nationalist (who
does not wish to be named) into
believing that they could, if so
inclined, produce sufficient false
evidence against him to secure a
conviction. During one interroga-
tion session one of the RUC offi-
cers produced a clip of bullets and
threatened to plant them in the
pocket of the detainee.

He was questioned about a
grenade attack on a British army
footpatrol which took place in April
1993. During another interrogation
the RUC produced a statement
which they claimed was from one of
the soldiers on the footpatrol.

Despite the fact that the RUC
had made no attempt to arrest the
man in almost a year, the RUC
claimed that the soldier had iden-
tified the young man at the time of
the attack and had supplied the
RUC with his name and address.

Given the subsequent recruit-
ment attempt by the RUC Special
Branch, it is clear that the young
man’s two day interrogation
ordeal was simply intended to
soften up the detainee and intimi-
date him into believing that the
RUC could, if he failed to cooper-
ate and agree to act as an informer,
falsify sufficient evidence to secure
a conviction.

On Wednesday evening, the
young man was taken to a differ-
ent interrogation room and con-
fronted by two Special Branch
officers. He was questioned
about named individuals and
asked to act as an informer. One
of the Special Branch officers
said if he agreed to “help” they
would “set him up for life”. The
young man was also threatened
that if he failed to cooperate the
RUC would rearrest him and
press charges.

The young man agreed to
“think about it” and was told to
meet his handlers in Belfast city
centre the following Thursday. He
was told “wear the same white
top”’ so he would be recognised.
He was to go to Leisure World
where he would “know us when

you see us”’. The Special Branch
officer said they’d know when he
was coming down because they’d
be watching the house. The Spe-
cial Branch officer continued:

*’As soon as you ID one of us,
he’ll walk ahead, just follow until
we pick you up.”

n being released the young

West Belfast man immediate-
ly contacted his solicitor and Sinn
Féin and told them of his ordeal
and the RUC recruitment attempt.
Local Sinn Féin Councillor Una
Gillespie said this was only the lat-
est in a long line of recruitment
attempts made by the RUC in
which they have arrested young
people and tried to intimidate
them into passing on information.
She continued:

“This manipulation along with
the active collusion with loyalist
death squads is obviously aimed
at striking fear into the nationalist
community. Maybe Dr Hendron at
one of his PR meetings with the
RUC would like to raise the issue
of this young man and other
attempts to recruit informers from
the community. Perhaps Dr Hen-
dron will have a problem with this
given that he has been on record
in the past calling on people to
cooperate with the RUC, Is this the
kind of cooperation he means?”’

© The RUC are again
young nationalist

Sligo picket of British envoy

HE BRITISH AMBASSADOR David Blatherwick was met by
a Sinn Féin picket when he went to address a lunch of Sligo
Chamber of Commerce on Friday, 21 January.

On arrival in the Park Hotel
Blatherwick declined the offer to

the Downing Street Declaration.
The letter was handed in by Sinn

meet with a Sinn Féin deput

tion, but did receiye a letter from. N

the party calling, on his govern: -

ment to provide clarification for -

Féin repr tives Séan Mac-

""We, the members of Sligo Sinn

d Vincent Murray, The .

Féin wish to take this opportunity
to call on you in your capacity as
British ambassador to Ireland to
bring to the attention of the British
Prime Minister, Mr John Major,
our dismay at his refusal to clarify
for our party, the contents of his

recent declaration with Mr.Albert ., , ."To deman
, Reynolds. , . y

“’As your government has

guilty of another recruitment attempt in Belfast of a

been in protracted contact with
talks with Sinn Féin over th
past three years, we deem th:
current refusal by Mr Major to
clanfyAthis declaration, highl
hypocritical. If, as your govem}i
ment alleges, this document is
the b?sis for peace, then surel
there is on onus on them to clear)j

ly indicate what thi
t!
SEHR s document

d that pyr p

b arty, for-,
d to the declaration, .
e of such clarification

fnally respon
in the absenc

and with the current belligerent,
provocative and arrogant attitude
of your government, is to expect
too much.

“’Despite this prevarication by
Britain, Sinn Féin remains com-
mitted to a lasting peace and to
developing and promoting the
peace process until peace is
achieved.

““The search for peace in Ire-

. land is too serious an issue to be

sidelined by your government.in
this manner.”

-
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Reviews

Avoiding conspiracy theories

M BY SUSINT

; END OF 1993 was arguably an appropriate
time for a book on the IRA and Sinn Féin to be
ublished. There will, however, be some debate
whether the Long War is the appropriate book.

Political turmoil, develop-
ments, interchanges, contra-
dictions and ambiguities
have so densely populated
the past eight months that it
was inevitable that someone
would attempt an overview
and tease out some order
from the ever swelling del-
uge of occurrences. Indeed,
there is material in abun-
dance for quite a few books
not to mention academic
theses. In spite of this, Bren-
dan O’Brien has opted to
cover an eight-year period.
So it comes as something of
a disappointment to find in
285 pages of ‘narrative’ pho-

purpose of illustrating IRA
operational activity. The
danger of relying on such
a discredited source is apt-
ly amplified when we read
that one of the “IRA’s
operations”” on 2 April
1987, was the killing ofa
civilian in Havana Gar-
dens — that ‘civilian’ hap-
pened to be IRA Volunteer
Larry Marley, killed by the
UVF in collusion with the
RUC.

To his credit the author
makes no attempt to turn
his work into a ‘republican-
bashing’ exercise. He has
endeavoured to explain

that republicans are busy
becoming the witting archi-
tects of their own demise.

The organising principle
employed throughout the
book is that for some con-
siderable time the republi-
can leadership has
gradually, but persistently,
been nudging the republi-
can struggle away from its
original goal of securing a
British declaration of intent
to withdraw to a position of
being but a mere whisker
away from accepting “the
realities of unionism”, veto
included. This is way off the
mark.

Yet even here there is
confusion, as the narrative
tends to drift back and
forth between republicans
flirting with the veto and

low, and O'Brien has done his
best to unravel them. The cut
and thrust along with the
constant manoeuvring for
position in the turbulent
political arena have made it
difficult for any commentator
to pin down groups to firm
positions.

Elsewhere, the book has
been unfavourably com-
pared to Liam Clarke’s
Broadening The Battlefield,
and O’Brien has been criti-
cised for publishing too
early and subsequently
missing out on much of
what has happened since
the Shankill tragedy
(around when the book
was completed). Jim
Cusack, in the Irish Times,
likened it to Hamlet with-
out the prince. But the
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tographs and maps counte ow republicans over the at all. This serves to con- Sodljobiin dragping out ’
as part of the text. past number of years have jure up a mental image of fheir :efusal to cglganfy the BRENDAN 0 BRIEN
The ‘padding’ effect is sought a solution withever  the author as the cat Downing Street Declara-
accentuated by theinclu-  increasing flexibility. Yet, in watching ping-pong and tion, that to delay publica-  War is a much better book  conclusions are not always
sion of case studies which,  seeking to convey the flexi- holding the perspective of  tion in the hope of than Broadening The Bat-  beyond question.
while interesting in their bility to his reader, O'Brien  whatever table end the something more juicy tlefield if for no other rea- @ The Long War. The IRA and
own rights, are not entirely  will fail to convince many, play happens to be at, at would have denied a curi-  son than O’Brien has Sinn Féin from 1985 to Today.
germane to the field of in particular republicans, any given moment. ous audience a useful approached the task with By Brendan O'Brien. Pub-
investigation. Moreover, that he has managed to But, to be fair, the com- interpretation of important journalistic competence lished by the O’Brien Press.
RUC supplied statistics are  avoid contributing to a con- plexities of the past eight developments. and personal honesty even  p £18.95 (Hb).
used throughout for the spiracy theory whichholds  months have been hard to fol- At any rate, The Long if his interpretations and
. ) ° the Dublin state class have

D bl over the past decade

ublin Four — Ireland’s thought police &=z,

hierarchy of the Catholic
I Church as the Irish moral
H BY ART Mac EOIN political structures to give tures, the effect of which of the Six Counties. They and political thought police.
: llecti £ practical expression to this.  would merely entrench would not dream that such
RESY by Desmond Fennell is Ae0 EEHonol However, in looking at divisions created by the cur-  persecution has occurred ennell blames the emer-
essays on a variety of areas of Irish life which

together represent the author’s definitive view of Ire-

land in the world.

Fennell declares that his
central concern is the
“restoration of Irish human-
ity after its historical
wounding” and identifies
his guiding philosophy as
being inspired by “the
humanism of Douglas Hyde
who 100 years ago, helped
to found the Gaelic League
and thereby, as Pearse said,
start the Irish revolution”.

e

® Desmop,
" Public Jife

d Fannell — an inde

Fennell claims to stand
within this tradition and to
have worked at developing
it, restating it and applying
it to present circumstances.
In seeing the problems
and conflicts resulting from
the failed political structures
on this island, Fennell
strives to develop new ways
of looking at our people and
goes on to propose new

pendent thinker who has confronted the Dublin Four grip on
and thought in the 26 Counties N

the national question he
redefines the problem. In
misreading the causes, the
solutions he proposes are
inevitably flawed. Fennell
would agree that the Irish
people, their diversity and
their identity are not the
root cause of conflict on this
island and that it is the fail-
ure of the political struc-
tures which have resulted in
conflict. Where I feel he
goes astray is that he pro-
poses new political struc-

rent ones. Thus in ‘Peace in
the North’ we are treated to
an exhausting and, in the
end, pointless search for
new terminology by which
to identify northern union-
ists.

The book provides a
powerful critique of
what has popularly become
known as the Dublin four
set. The author describes
this as:

“A powerful social
group with a characteristic
mentality and agenda,
which is located in south
Dublin, exists largely out-
side parliament and the
government of the day, but
includes varying propor-
tions of both.”

This socio-political class
has over a number of years
entrenched its power and
hegemony in Irish life and
exercised an authoritarian
control over political and
cultural thought and expres-
sion in the 26 Counties. It
must be said that Desmond
Fennell has been one of the
few high-profile public voic-
es raised against the Dublin
four junta over the years
and at the height of that
group’s grip on public life

and thought. For this he
deserves credit. Like others
he probably suffered profes-
sionally as a result.

There are many people
out there who think that this
could not happen, that writ-
ers and intellectuals are only
persecuted in South Ameri-

-ca or in the former Stalinist -
states or'evén in the context

and continues to occur in
the 26 Counties. And that

gence of this west-
British shoneen class on

makes such persecutionall the failure of the Irish rev-
the more insidious. olution. Put more accurate-
With the lapsing of the ly it is the result of an
Section 31 Ministerial Order finished revolution. But
last week, we witnessed the  the conclusion Desmond
removal of one of the most Fennell draws from this
overt aspects of political can only be described as
repression in the 26 Coun- disturbing. He apparently
ties. That such a blunt tool believes that the creation

of thought control could
exist for so long merely
indicates the depth of sup-
pression of opinion and
information here. And Fen-
nell identifies the Dublin
four set as being the fore-
most of those responsible
for this supression.

He points out, correctly,
that what he calls the Dublin
four ‘state class’: “Functions
politically as a party, both
inside and outside the
Oireachtas, and has the
national media as its ‘party
press’. During the past 20
years or so, the Dublin media
have shed the political and
ideological pluralism that
once characterised them, and
have developed a single
Dublin media line on all
major issues domestic and
foreign.”

Fennell identifies the pri-
ority political issues of this
state class as the so-called
liberal agenda. I believe,
however, this would more
accurately be described as
pseudo-liberal given the
authoritarian nature of this
new class, their exercise of
power and influence and
their reactionary views on
economic policy and'nation-*
al self-determination. In fact'

* lished by Bldckstaff Press.
it I e e S

of a “nationally-minded”*
social elite who could have
fulfilled the desire for
social climbing within the
national framework would
have prevented the emerg-
ing Irish Catholic middle
class from aping their for-
mer colonial masters. Sure-
ly as someone who
obviously loathes the
elitism of Dublin four and
what he calls the state class
ought to be the first to
recognise the inherent
injustice of any political
elite exercising undue
influence over the state
and should be to the fore
in opposing any further
elites in a truly indepen-
dent Irish society.

Agree or disagree with
Desmond Fennell’s analy-
ses, and on reading Heresy [
found myself doing a large
share of both, what cannot
be denied is that the man is
a truly independent thinker.
In today’s Irish public life,
which is largely the creation
of Dublin four, that's saying
alot.
® Heresy, The Battle of Ideas
in Modern Ireland, By
Desmond Fennell. Pub-

L
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Laidria comhartha Theilifis

na Gaeilge de dhith

TA MOLADH CURTHA ag an Roinn Ealaine, Cultiir agus
Gaeltachta sna 26 Chontae chuig Roinn Oidhreachta na
Breataine chun tarchur RTE a nearti ionas go geuirfear Teiliffs na
Gaeilge ar fil do Ghaeil na S¢ Chontae.

T4 Teilifis na Gaeilge le teacht ar
an saol i mi Eandir na bliana seo
chugainn. Beidh an stdisitin tir ag
craoladh do thri uair a chloig
achan 14 6 Ghaeltacht Chonamara.

T4 cuid mhér fadhbanna
teicifula le séni sula dtoséidh Teil-
ifis na Gaeilge agus ag an tis ni
bheidh an stdisitiin ar f4il ach ag
60% de mhuintir na 26 Chontae.
Ach ni bheidh an stdisifun ar fail
sna Sé Chontae ar chor ar bith
mura geuirfear le neart an tarchur .

Ni bhaineann ceist neart an
tarchur le fadhbanna teicnitila né
le Teilifis na Gaeilge amhdin. San
Sé Chontae t4 sé deacair theacht ar
an d4 staisiun at4 ag RTE faoi
lathair. Constaici sna dlithe craolta
a choscann ar ldidrit na dtarchuir
sin. T4 athruithe de dhith ar na
dfithe craolta sular féidir na
tarchuranna a ldidrid.

T4 rialtas Atha Cliath anois ag
moladh gur chéir tarchuranna na
st&isitin uilig de chuid RTE a
14idrid le teacht thart ar na fad-

hbanna ar leith a mbaineann le
craoladh Theilifs na Gaeilge sna Sé
Chontae.

Tuigtear go bhfuil oifig an aire
Michedl D O hUiginn ag tairiscint
do rialtas Londain go dtiocfadh leo
comhartha an BBC a neartii sna 26
Chontae ar choinnfoll gurbh
fhéidir le RTE amhlaidh a
dhéanamh 6 thuaidh.

T4 gripaf Gaeilge 6 Thuaidh ag
éileamh ar na rialtais gniomhi go
préinneach leis na constaici roimh
Theiliffs na Gaeilge a shard. T4
142,000 duine sna Sé Chontae le
heolas ar an teanga de réir
daondirimh 1991. D’ainneoin seo
ni chraoltar ach cipla uair de
Ghaeilge in aghaidh na bliana ar
an teilifs.

Chuir gripa amhéin de Ghaeil-
geoiri i mBéal Feirste in itil do rial-
tas na Breataine ag deireadh ‘93 go
raibh an treallamh acu cheana féin
le cldir theilifise a chraoladh tri
mheén na Gaeilge. Duirt siad go
ndeanfaidis amhlaidh d4

theipfeadh ar na Briotanaigh a
ndualgais don phobal Gaeilge 6
thuaidh a chomhlfonadh.

‘fhogair an t-aire Michéal D

‘O hUiginn, Dé Céadaoin, 26
Eanéir, go mbeidh tidarés bunaidh
sealadach ceaptha do Theilifis na
Gaeilge laistigh de sheachtain n6
dhé

Diirt ‘O hUiginn go mbeadh

cainteanna aige le cathaoirleach *

Udar4s RTE chun na ceapachdin
don tidarés nua a phlé.

Tuigtear go mbeidh naontir ball
ar tidar4s Theiliffs na Gaeilge, beirt
acu ceaptha ag RTE agus seachtar
ball eile. T4 ainmneacha Bob
Collins agus eagarth6ir na gClar
Gaeilge ar RTE, Cathal Goan,
luaite leis na haiteanna do RTE.

Creidtear go mbeidh an
cathaoirleach de choiste bhunaithe
an stdisitin, Gear6id O Tuathaigh
ceaptha mar chathaoirleach ar an
tdarés.

Ni fios go f6ill an mbeidh it ar
an tdaras do bhall ar bith den
Fheachtas Naisitinta Teilifise, a
throid le blianta ar son stdisidn
teilifise Gaeilge.

M LE hOISIN
O MURCHU

© MICHEAL D O hUIGINN

Dearcadh na n-udaras scannalach

A AN T-AON mheénscoil Gaeilge sna Sé Chontae, Meénscoil
TFeirste, go £6ill gan mhaoinid ar bith 6 Roinn Oideachais na Sé
Chontae d’ainneoin go bhfuil an scoil oscailte beagnach tri bliana

anois.

Freastalafonn 63 dalta ar an
Mheénscoil i gCultdrlann Mhac
Adaim/O Fiaich a n-osclafodh i
1991. T4 ceathrar mdinteoir
l4naimseartha ag an scoil agus
triar eile péirt-aimseartha. Mdin-
tear 13 4bhar sa scoil go dtf seo.

Meastar go bhfuil £80,000 sa
bhliain de dhith leis an scoil a
reachtéil agus ni fhaigheann an
scoil tacafocht ar bith 6n stét.

T4 an figitr sin le hardd aris
nuair a ghlacann an scoil le daltai
na chéad bliana i Meén Fémhair
seo chugainn. Go dti seo théinig
na daltaf uilig chuig an mheénscoil
6 Bunscoil Phobal Feirste. Don

. chéaduair 4fach beidh daltaf ag

teacht isteach 6 Ghaelscoil na
bhF4l, an dara bunscoil Ghaeilge a
bunafodh sa chathair.

Méad6idh lion na ndaltaf go dtf

breis is 100 agus beidh ar laghad
dh4 mhuiinteoir eile de dhith ar an
scoil.

Is iad na tuismitheoir{ agus
cairde na scoile a chaithfeas an t-
airgead a chruinnii do na mdin-
teoiri sin, mar a dhéanann siad do
chostas uilig na scoile faoi lathair,
mura n-athraionn rialtas na
Breataine a bpolasai maidir leis na
Gaeilscoileanna.

4 tuairisc nua & ullmhi ar an
scolafocht Gaeilge ag an Roinn
Oideachais sna S¢ Chontae agus ta
déchas ar choiste na Meénscoile go

ndéanfar na hathruithe is cuf chun
maoinid a thabhairt ar bhonn
cothrom don oideachas tri mheén
na Gaeilge. An tseachtain seo caite
diirt cathaoirleach Choiste
Airgeadais na Meanscile, Séamas
Mac Seéin, go geuirfi d’iachall ar
an rialtas maonit a thabhairt don
scoil am éigin amach anseo mar a
rinne siad le achan scéim Gaeilge
le 25 bliana anuas d’ainneoin gur
leasc leo é a dhéanamh ag an tis.

‘T4 dearcadh na n-tdaras
oideachais sna Sé Chontae i leith
an oideachais trf mhe4n na teanga
scannalach,” arsa sé.

Duirt sé nar thug na hidaréis
cuidiu ar bith don Ghaelscolaiocht
ach “ach nuair a tarraingiodh iad
ag cicedil agus ag screadail”.

T4 dha chas dli tionscnaithe
ag coiste na Mednscoile in
aghaidh na n-tidards oideachais.
T4 c4s amhdin ag dul chun
tosaigh trid an Chuirt Eorpach
do Chearta Daonna agus ceann
eile curtha chuig an ombuds-
man.

T stiil ag coiste na Mednscoile
go n-athréidh seo dearcadh na n-
didards agus td siad anois ag
fanacht le torthai an athbhreith-
nithe féachaint an bhfuil an stit
sasta faoi dheireadh thiar a sciar
den mhaonit a foc don oideachas
Gaeilge.

Feis Bhaile
Atha Cliath

A Coiste Fheis Atha Cliath ag filtit roimh iontrdil 6 oid

scoile, ceoil, dramaiochta, Gaeilge, rince, srl faoi choinne feis
na bliana seo. T4 Feis Bhaile Atha Cliath ar sidl 6 bhi 1903 ann,
deich mbliana i ndiaidh do Chonradh na Gaeilge toiseacht ar
fheiseanna a chur ar bun ar fud na tire.

Beidh feis na bliana seo ag dul ar
aghaidh i bhFeabhra agus i mi
M&f‘la. Beidh an fhéile scoile agus
ceoil ag dul ar aghaidh i Halla an
ATGWU, i Srdid na Mainistreach
agus tiondlfar an fhéile rince i Hal-
la Corpus Christi, Homefarm
Road, Baile Atha Cliath 9,
Ta réimse leathan de cho
san fheis. Beidh combrlarizég:rs\
aithriseoireacht, scéalajocht scrib-
hneoireacht, comhrs, agalllamh
beirte, scorafocht, drdmaiocht, ceol
de gach sért agus damhsa. :
= T4 stiil ag eagraitheoirf na Feise
80 mbainfidh na hiomaitheoir{
uilig pléisidr as an 6csid as an
cholmhluadar agus as an
chaxflre:amh, agus gur fearrde san
a tuigfidh siad an Phdirt at4 acu i
gc_.aon\hmi ar geultiir dhichais’”, . .
M4 t4 tuilleadh eolais de dhitt

Feis Atha Cliath
1994

dedn teagmhail le Mdire Ni
Choiledin, 40 Céide Bhaile Phd-
mar, Baile Phamar, Baile Afh’
Cliath 20. Fén 6283833. Caithfidh

iontralaithe a bheith ag an choist®

roimh15 Feabhra.
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airde,
A g\es Molyneaux agrees
fhat the Joint Declaration gives
nationalists nothing. The
fonists, he said, have now a
um?anlee from Dublin as well
8o London. John Hume
insists the document is not
to be a solution and
:Z, “among the things t'hc
Joint Declaration was doing
and which was totally central
oit, was to address the Repub-
Jican Movement "

An obvious factor emanat-
ing from the widely acknowl-
a‘fgl\i ambiguity of this
document is the constant
rhetorical pandering to ‘the

roponents of the loyalist veto
— that British guarantee to
unionists which has been the

rime obstacle to resolving the
70-vear-old nightmare and the
real stumbling block to politi-
cal alternatives and progress.

Since the document is not
purported to be a solution, its
endorsement of traditional
unionist demands, ahead of the
proposed negotiations, is all
the more remarkable. The
“statutory constitutional guar-
antees”, which copperfastened
the unionist position in the
past, are now reaffirmed thus
consolidating the unionists and
depriving them of motivation
for change.

If the Joint Declaration was
meant to woo the warring
republicans, it is difficult to see
why it was designed to be so
partisanin its preparation and
so belligerent in its policies and
proposals. There is nothing in
it to reassure nationalists. Not
once are they mentioned by
name. Despite the discrimina-
tion they endured for years,
they don't even merit a foot-
Tote — nothing that would
a.dd.!ess their grievances, while
the hopes and aspirations of
the majority people of Ireland
are flagrantly and heavily
qualified, v

A paramount example of

1S 1s the document’s affirma-
tion that it is for “the people of
the island of Ireland” zlone to
dﬁﬂd_& the future of the coun-
t5y. This seemns, at firs, like a
shiftin the Britich position. But
When we consider it in context,
what in fact we are being told
i that the right of self.determi-
"ation may only be exercised
subject to the agreement and
©onsent of the minority com-
Munity in Ireland, thus reveal-
Ing the resolve of both
BOVernments to circumyent the
Tight of Ireland as a whole to

tion.

Slf-determing
Both Mr Major and Mr
spnqg c(fmtinue to insist that
‘¢ 15 of the essence for all
Rationalists to ta)e up the
ﬁf:l:utznge". In my opinion,
"¢ could not be more inaus-
:ulc_:us while the ongoing
e nce‘be{wcen Molyneaux
4 Major is reliant upon the
uﬂll:)l:st veli:;e. Clearly Mr
s vul rability to parlia-
'L’::nhry defeat will impede
- ndon from any meaningful
Tangement for peace in the
me%kablu future,
. 9" 80od or for bad, the
Joint Decl, fation is now seen

W@isto -« Méla Poist, .

by republicans and othe
rehash of the old rules u:daesra
which the new game of Irish
politics will be played. This, of
course, would be considerabl
enhanced if the Provos would
deem to succumb. “Peace must
have meaning beyond the ces-
sation of violence” (Brian
Keenan). Where then is the
recipe for peace! Whence the
sweeping media euphoria, the
concerted political and church
pretence that we were some-
how on the verge of peace!

The editorial in a popular
West Belfast newspaper has
warned: “Let no person, no
matter how exalted in either
church or state, make you
accept this agreement on the
false premise that you are for
violence if you reject it. Noth-
ing could be further from the
truth.”

It should not have been a
surprise to anyone when John
Major, in his Commons speech
following the Downing Strect
agreement, asserted that the
declaration means no to the
value of achieving a united Ire-
land, no to Britain joining the
persuaders, no to any timetable
for a united Ireland, no to joint
authority, no to any change in
the unionist veto and no to any
Dublin say in the affairs of the
North. Is this what the
Taoiseach understands the
Joint Declaration to mean?
An tAthair
Piaras O Duiill,

Srdid na hEaglaise,
Baile Atha Cliath 7.

Clarification

.
essential
A Chairde,

The Downing Street Decla-
ration would have read a
whole lot different if the Tories
were not in hock to the Ulster
Unionists. A government
whose very survival depends
on a few votes from an off-
shore subsidiary should not be
deemed as an honest broker.

Sinn Féin have good reason
to ask for clarification from a
Tory government. John Major’s
take it or leave it approach to
Sinn Féin is reminiscent to
Lloyd George's attitude to
Michael Collins in 1921.

John Major like Lloyd
George is threatening republi-
cans with awful consequences
if they reject the Downing
Street Declaration.

Republicans of all shades
will have no alternative but to
reject the ‘Peace Plan’ if John
Major refuses to address the
unionist veto. The prospect of
another 50 years of undemo-
cratic unionist rule is unthink-
able,

Tim Jones,
London,

.
Warnings
A Chairde,

Joe Murphy (AP/RN 9
December) says the Republican
Movement must avoid
Enniskillen or Warrington type
‘mistakes’ in the future. This
description is not satisfactory
as it will perpetuate British
establishment propaganda
s. The complete account of
skillen incident is yet
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tobe revealed. After the War-
rington tragedy the IRA said
that it gave two precise and
adequate wamings to the divi-
sional police headquarters at
Merseyside and to the Samari-
tans. The police insisted that
they did not receive their call
and that the Samaritans warn-
ing of nearly 40 minutes was
Vague, uncoded, and gavean
unspecified branch of Boots in
Liverpool,

The police story is hard to
believe, Why bothzr to givea
Vague waming and not use the
coding system? Significantly, a
spokesperson for the Samari-
tans refused to confirm or deny
any details of the warning and
Sid: “This is a matter for the
police.” So with the prolonged
media hysteria following the
bombing not one journalist
was able to interview the per-
sons who took the IRA warn-
ing at the Samaritans office.

On two occasions AP/RN
have related the story of the
IRA monitoring of a bomb near
arailway line at Four Arches
bridge in North London. Very
precise warmings were given to
ensure the police would act.
After three calls the IRA had to
ring Dublin to get the gardaf to
warn Scotland Yard!

Even then there was no
action taken by Scotland Yard
and one hour later the bomb
exploded under a passing train
injuring several people. What a
story for any editor! However,
the media virtually ignored the
story. Only The Guardian, 1
recall, gave it a few lines.
John Nolan,

London.

Ill-disguised
surrender

demand
A Chairde,

The recent moves to bring
peace are a welcome sign that
the efforts of all nationalists in
Ireland are beginning to induce
anew mood of realism into
political thought in Britain.

However, there are many
aspects of the so-called peace
offer which give cause for con-
cern. Surely an invitation to the
IRA to lay down their arms for
ever is actually a demand for
them to surrender, not a peace
offer? What is being offered in
return? Talks, they say, but
about what? The price of bis-
cuits in Strabane? The sales of
Julio Iglesias records in
Newry? Surely the agenda
must be far better defined
before the armed struggle can
be ended.

those now in prison who had
the courage to stand up for
their beliefs? How can a force
as flawed and bigoted as the
RUC (even according to the
British government’s own
reports — Hunt, Cameron,
Stalker etc) be expected to
supervise a return to normali-
ty, particularly while they
retain their arms? Finally, how
can the present British govern-
ment, known and despised
everywhere for treachery, dis-
honourableness and the most
abject political opportunism,
be trusted to ensure political
progress?

No, it seems to me this ill-
disguised demand to surren-
der won't do. You ask your
opponent to surrender when
he is on the verge of losing, not
when he operates successfully
all over the ‘United Kingdom'.
You ask your opponent to sur-
render when his will is sapped,
not when your own incompe-
tence and stubborn stupidity
has created an untenable situa-
tion, and brought your own
nation into the gutter.

They talk about the war
they will make on republicans
if this isn't accepted — well,
‘immediate and most terrible
war’ was the threat last time,
wasn'tit? And that time we
did accept, and we've all been
stuck with the consequences
ever since. Let’s not be fooled
again.

A Newlove,
Belgium.

Reynolds & self-

. .
determination
A Chairde,

In his speech to the Irish
Association, Albert Reynolds
seemed to imply that self-
determination for Ireland dates
from the Downing Street Dec-
laration and includes, or even
equates with, the unionist veto.

However, as has often been
pointed out, the Irish people as
a whole enacted self-determina-
tion and determined on a 32-
County democracy in 1918 and
have confirmed this by voting
in their majority ever since for
parties that claim to aspire to
this. Furthermore, ever since
the “Peers versus the People”
British constitutional crisis of

+ 1911 and the passing of the

Home Rule Bill in 1912, an
overwhelming majority of the
people in these islands have
endorsed self-determination for
the island of Ireland and have
been inclined to respect the
Irish people’s exercise of that
right. This too is confirmed by

If the IRA promises to end
all military activity forever
without knowing exactly
where the political process will
lead republicans may well find
themselves involved in a futile
and fruitless pseudo-debate,
having given up lln:f)ln: trump
card in their possession —
namely the right to defend
themselves against British gov-
ernment and loyalist murder
gangs. Furthermore, if they are
forced into resuming armed
resistance this will be said to
demonstrate their treachery
and dedication to violence.

Other questions remain —
how can we turn our backs on

ble opinion polls since
then, In his speech, Albert
Reynolds appears to accept
uncritically unionist propagan-
da that the democratic require-
ment that they respect majority
decisions whether made in
Dublin or Westminster and not
raise arms against them, even
though they do not have to
agree with them, is “coercion’
rather than the proper rule of
law ina democracy. He also
appears to uncritically accept
the spurious justification that
loyalist violence is “reactive”
out of fear. Even fear of an
unattractive southern economy!
There is no way that the use of

quare, Dublin 1.

the sectarian, racist and bigoted
term “taig” (as in “spraying
taigs”) can be explained away
as “reactive”” and based on con-
cern about the attractiveness of
the South’s economy (as if the
Six-County economy was any
stranger). It is based on racism,
bigotry and prejudice. Many
who pay lip-service to the
struggle in South Africa evade
this fundamental truth about
the northern unionist attitude in

. Ireland.

Albert Reynolds also says
that the declaration “for the
very first time, contains explicit
British acceptance of the right
of self-determination of the
people of Ireland as a whole
North and South”. But “as a
whole” is not two separate
units “North and South”.

Itis all very well for John
Hume and Albert Reynolds to
say ““we cannot change histo-
ry”, but when the British gov-
ernment is making no serious
attempt to right historical
wrongs and in public at least is
maintaining a Thatcherite pos-
turing as with Major’s
response at Question time in
the House of Commons on 13
January that clarification was
out, that is exactly what
appears to be being attempted
in this “revision” of the right
of self-determination to con-
ceed to the unionist veto.

Dublin’s decision not to
renew the order for Section 31 is
asmall return to basic civil lib-
erties. No doubt unionists will
ask if John Major knew this was
on the cards before the Down-
ing Street Declaration and
whether this is part of secret
exchanges that go beyond the
declaration. Such conspiracy
theories should not impede a
similar lapsing of the British
Broadcasting Ban. Although
given Mr Major’s evasiveness
when asked to condemn the
gerrymandering by Westmin-
ster Tory Council perhaps one
ought to be retained just for the
likes of him. >
Joe Murphy,
Birmingham.

Lessons

.
from Mexico
A Chairde,

It was with interest that [
read in the Mexican newspa-
pers last week of Albert
Reynolds recent visit to Mexico
City. The timing of the
Taoiseach’s visit was impecca-
ble, coinciding with the after-
math of the new year rebellion
which took place in Chiapas in
the south of Mexico. The Mexi-
can media inevitably attempt
to make comparisons between
the rebellion in Chiapas and
““The Troubles” which they
largely knew of from the
impact of the 1981 Hunger
Strikes.

Speaking to the press on the
subject of the uprisings in Chi-
apas (organised by the EZLN,
named after the revolutionary
hero Emilio Zapata) Albert
Reynolds compared the quick
response of President Salinas
de Gotari to engage in peace
talks with the guerrillas with
those of the peace talks initiat-
ed by the Irish and British gov-
emments. It was though in my

Mala Poist... Mala Poist... Mala Poist...

opinion an absurd and arro-
gant comparison.

Within four days of the
start of the new year rebellion
in San Cristobal de Las Casas,
President Salinas appointed his
Minister of the Exterior, Cama-
cho Solis, to go to the area and
enter into direct talks with the
guerrillas. Despite the initial
military response, within a
week the Mexican government
acknowledged the grievances
of the people of Chiapas,
recognised the guerillas, and
took responsibility for many of
the social and economic injus-
tices suffered by the indige-
nous peoples in the state which
had led to the uprisings. Two
days ago all those who took
part in the rebellion were also
offered unconditional clemen-

7 Twenty five years ago the
nationalist people in the North
of Ireland were forced to take
up arms as their only means of
defending their basic human
rights — no different to the
plight of the Lacondon Indians
of Chiapas. Yet still the south-
ern Irish government pays lip
service to the peace process,
offering the nationalist people
no real incentive that they
mean business. Perhaps if Ire-
land is serious in strengthening
its links with Mexico beyond
lucrative beef agreements it
might lean from the negotiat-
ing process undertaken by the
ex-mayor of Mexico City,
Manuel Camacho Solis.

It is ironic that while the
"First World’ criticises Mexico
for its lack of democracy, that
in an election year, the Mexi-
can government is capable of
such flexibility to respond in
such a progressive manner to
the situation in the south and
take responsibility for the
plight of its own indigenous
people, a move which can only
benefit the movement toward
democracy in the long term.

That is not to say everything
is suddenly better — the divide
between north and south in
Mexico will continue to increase
as aresult of NAFTA inevitably
— but this rebellion has certain-
ly created a situation here that
the government in Mexico City
cannot ignore the needs of all
its peoples.

Meanwhile, the Irish gov-
emment which claims to repre-
senta democratic ‘First World'
nation, clearly lacks the
strength of character to stand
up for her people in the parti-
tioned North and acknowledge
their own appalling history of
ignoring the plight of those
annexed in the North. Of course
the situations are hugely differ-
ent, Mexico after all is not occu-
pied by a foreign government.
Perhaps it is easy for Reynolds
to be quoted in the Mexican
press for talking heroically
about ‘self-determination’, a
term he probably would be
more hesitant to use closer to
home, whatever his motive it
will only remain rhetoric on his
part until he seriously address-
es the issues of his own people.

This is not a moment for
smug comparisons.

Nora Doherty-Mendez,
Guadalajara,
Mexico.
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Derry relatives - |

challenge London

RELATIVES of the 14 people shot dead by the British army on
.\Bloody Sunday in January 1972 are to travel to Westminster
on Thursday, 27 January to lobby MPs on their demands to have
the case of Bloody Sunday reopened.

While in London the group of 14
Derry people will deliver a report
and a petition to 10 Downing
Street detailing their case, calling
again on John Major to initiate a
review of his government'’s atti-
tude to Bloody Sunday.

Gerry Duddy of the campaign
said that the visit to London is
intended to highlight the need
for a high-level review of the
ongoing travesty of the Widgery
Report and to refocus attention
on the 22 year injustice of Bloody
Sunday.

“The report, compiled jointly by
the human rights’ group British
Irish Rights Watch and Belfast Solic-
itors’ firm Madden & Finucane,
details our case against the govern-
ment. The campaign shall forward
copies to the Irish government, and

the United Nations Special Rappor-
teur on the Right to Life.”

Accompanied by the petition
from the relatives group, the
report will be formally handed
into 10 Downing Street.

“’Britain must be made to
remember the enormity of the
crime it committed in Derry in
January 1972 and the legacy of
violence which Bloody Sunday
helped create. Britain must also be
made aware that it has no right to
lecture anyone about violence and
the morality of violence while it
maintains the absurdity of Widgery
and aides the truth about Bloody
Sunday.

“If we are to achieve peace in
our time, Britain must come clean

on Bloody Sunday,” Mr Duddy
concluded.

© Twenty two years after the murder of 14 people in Derry,
crimes
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Britain is still trying to evade responsibility for its

DERRY

Programme for

Bloody Sunday Weekend

FRIDAY, 28 JANUARY. Pilot's Row
Community Centre (All day Friday
and Saturday). The Women's Living
History Circle presents its new exhi-
bition ‘Jukin Back’. Women from the
Fountain and Bogside Communities
talk for themselves

Playhouse, Artillery Street 8pm. Der-
ry Frontline production of a Chilean
play Death and the Maiden.

AOH Hall Foyle Street 9.30pm.
Bloody Sunday Annual Memorial
Lecture. Speaker: Bernadette
| McAliskey. Followed by a social
| evening. Admission by ticket only,

28 — 30 January 1994

price £2.50. Organised by the Bloody
Sunday Justice Campaign.
SATURDAY, 29 JANUARY. Pilots
Row 10.30am. Human Rights Exhibi-
tions. Human Rights Roadshow.
Human Rights Networking meeting.
Creche and lunch facilities available.
Organised by the Pat Finucane Cen-
tre.

2pm-5pm Public Forum entitled
“Just Peace?””: An opportunity for the
public to discuss recent developments

including the Hume/Adams Talks
and the Downing Street Declaration.
Details of speakers to be announced
at a later date. Organised by the Pat
Finucane Centre.

8.30pm-10.30pm. Pilots Row Com-
munity Centre. Celebration of the
life of Gerry “The Bird” Doherty, the
veteran republican who died last
year. Followed by an evening in the
Dungloe Bar.

SUNDAY, 30 JANUARY. Memorial

Service at Bloody Sunday Monu-
ment 1lam. Organised by the
Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign.

2.30pm. “’A Just Peace’’: Annual
Bloody Sunday March and Rally.
Assemble at the Creggan Shops.
Speakers: Margaret Caraher, Tom
Hartley, John Kelly. Chair: Cecil
Hutcheon (Rosemount Anti-Watch-
tower Campaign). Organised by the
Bloody Sunday March Committee.

LONDON
SATURDAY, 29 JANUARY 12
Noon Assemble Hyde Park. March

to rally at Quex Road, Kilburn. Rally
4pm.

Imeachtai

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEET-
INGS: 7pm every Tuesday, Anti-
Extradition Office, 29 Mountjoy
Square, DUBLIN

BLOODY SUNDAY DEMON-
STRATION: Saturday, 29 Jan-
uary, LONDON. Birmingham
coach leaves Cambridge Street at

8.15am. Tickets £7 waged, £3.50
unwaged

BLOODY SUNDAY BUS: Leaves
Market Square Navan, COUNTY
MEATH, 10am, Sunday, 30 Jan-
uary. Those wishing to travel con-
tact Joe Reilly or Paddy Rittigan
at the Sinn Féin Office in Market
Square

MARCH & RALLY: 2.30pm, Sun-
day, 30 January. Assemble at the
Creggan Shops, DERRY. Organ-
ised by the Bloody Sunday March
Committee

Urban Council election strategy.
8.30pm, Wednesday, 2 February,
Sinn Féin Centre, Birr, COUNTY
OFFALY. Organised by the Michael
Larkin Sinn Féin Cumann, Birr

INC AGM (DUBLIN BRANCH):
8pm, Wednesday, 2 February,
Club na Mdintoiri, DUBLIN.
Please attend

BLOODY SUNDAY ANNUAL

ELECTION CONVENTION: Local

FUNCTION: Csili, ceol agus craic.
9pm, Saturday, 5 February, Old
Moran’s Hotel, DUBLIN. T4ille £3

WELCOME HOME FUNCTION:
For ex-POW Leonard Hardy

(Portlacise). Saturday 12 Febru-
ary, Emerald Bar, DUNDALK.
Adm: £2. Bus from Dublin, contact
POW Dept Ph: 8727096

NOTICE: On Monday 24 January
a meeting of Wexford Sinn Féin
Cumann was held in Wexford
Town. Finbarr Gahan was elected
Chairperson. Anyone wishing to
join the cumann should contact
Finbarr or Sinn Féin Head Office

| nDil Chuimhne

DONAGHY, Gerry; McNULTY,
Peter; TIMOTHY, Mick. In proud
and loving memory of Volunteers
Peter McNulty (26 January 1972),
Mick Timothy (26 January 1985)
and Fian Gerry Donaghy (30 Jan-
uary 1972). “They may kill the
revolutionary, but never the rev-
olution.” — Che Geuvara. Proud-
ly remembered by their friends
and comrades in the Republican
Movement.

DELANEY, Kevin (14th Ann).
In memory of Volunteer Kevin
'Dee’ Delaney, killed on active
service on 17 January 1980.
Always remembered by Danny,
Deborah and Family.
HARKER, Tony (12th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Tony Harker, murdered by the
UDR in Armagh on 24 January
1982. Too good in life to be for-
gotten in death. Always
remembered by Cormac and
Pat, Dublin.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985, Ire-
land unfree shall never be at
peace. Proudly remembered by
his wife Alice and children Cia-
ra, Fiachra and Fiondn,
TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
our dear son and brother Vol-
unteer Mick Timothy, who died
on 26 January 1985, Our lady of
Knock and mother of the Gael,
pray for him. Always remem-
bered with love and pride by
mum, dad and Joe.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985.
Always remembered with love
and pride by his mother-in-L

Always remembered with
love and pride by his sister-
in-law Brenda, Jim and
Daragh,

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985,
Always remembered with love
and pride by his sister-in-law
Liz, Gerry and family,
TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985,
Always remembered with love
and pride by his brother-in-law
Noel and Theresa.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985.

Elizabeth Sillery.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann).
In proud and loving' memory
of Volunteer Mick Timothy,
who died on 26 January 1985.

Always bered with love
and pride by his brother-in-law

Larry.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who

died on 26 January 1985,
Always remembered with love
and pride by his brother
ick, Anne and family.

Pal

TIMOTHY, Mick, (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy who

died on 26 January 1985,
Always remembered with love
and pride by his sister Honoria,
Tony and family.

TIMOTHY, Mick (9th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Mick Timothy, who
died on 26 January 1985. Proud-
ly remembered by the staff of
AP/RN.

Comhbhrén

DOHERTY. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to the family
and relatives of Kathleen
Doherty (nee O’Neill). From
the Fullerton/McLaughlin/
\)’Hagan Sinn Féin Cumann,
Buncrana. -

s
Beannachtai
BELATED New Year greetings
to all the POWs in Portlaoise
and elsewhere. From the
Logue/Marley Sinn  Féin

Cumann, Dublin,

BRADY. Happy 25th birthday
John (H3, Long Kesh). Lots of
love from mum and dad; From
your sister Lorna and Niece
Megan; From Martina and John;
From Ben And Yolanda.
FARRELL. Happy 24th birthday
Mark (Portlacise). We love and
miss you every day. From mum,
dad, brothers Sedn and Colm, sis-
ters Aine and Nfamh. Don’t for-
get the Black Forest with the tea
on Monday; Happy birthday
Mark, have the best one you can,
From Breda, Louis, Paddy, Sedn
and Shiela and all your freinds
and comrades in Clondalkin and
Ballymun; Happy birthday com-
rade. Good luck in 1994, From the
Drumm/Scullion/Breslin Sinn
Féin Cumann, Clondalkin.

McSTRAVICK. Thinking of
you on your birthday, Hugh
(H3, Long Kesh). See you in
March, all my love Barbara;
Happy birthday Hugh. From
Mairéad McGrath.

,
Buiochas
THE Casement Accused Rela-
tives Committee would like to
thank the Melbourne Support
Group of the Casement
Accused, in particular John
Gawned, Bert Twomey, Letitia
Ellis, Ciardn Nichols, Lauren
Young and Mr and Mrs Jackson
for their support to Jim Neeson
during his very successllul
speaking tour in Australia.
Thanks also to the Sydney New
South Wales Support Group,
Gabrielle Carey, Tom Kelly and
Geraldine Lewis for their help
and support in meeting politi-
cians, senators and the media in
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REC 1 in the Black
ACO“"“ ked a -
G ent sparked a
w,!dl pellion in Scotland
qadio 1€ k when he ann-
Wd Jans for a StE2.75
: Jan to commemo-
m:l,lmne 250th annivers.ary
rtf e ’acobite Rebellion.
01 ¢ rebellion, led by Bon-
je Prince Charlie, effec-
:Iilvel)' ended on the ba- L e
“]gﬁeld of Culloden.l: ® A member of Scotland’s
745 when the Scottis version of Inkatha — the
1 were defeated by an fascist Black Watch Regiment

‘;Tissll army led by the Duke of Cumberland, known
o Scottish folklore as Butcher Cumberland.

Among those who enthusiastically joined in the slaughter
of rince Charlie’s [im.d, rain-sodden and ill-armed forces
were the Jocally recruited Bla.ck Watch, the 18th Century

uivalent of Inkatha. A Scottish comrade described Lieu-
jenant Colonel Philip }.{alford-MacLeod's connection to the
snniversary as the equivalent of the Waffen SS holding an

nday in Tel Aviv.

But the Black Watch colonel, sporting a “’plummy’

ish accent, was unapologetic when he fielded questions
from outraged Highlanders on Moray Firth Radio in Inver-
ness who objected to his tourist project, clumsily titled Lip-
ing History in Scotland. When locals objected to his project
he admitted that “Highlanders got a raw deal after the Battle
of Culloden” and described the battle as “a turning point in
the history of the area.”

A slight understatement that. After the massacre at Cullo-
den the Butcher Cumberland would not let any of his enemy
wounded receive medical attention. Instead he cordoned off
the battlefield and let them bleed to death over a period of
days. The Black Watch rampaged around the northwest of
Scotland in advance of a plantation of the area, similar to the
Cromwellian plantation of Ireland, a record of rapine and
pillage which they brought intact to the Six Counties in the
20th Century.

den, rather than being a
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AND .OUR MURDEROUS acquaintances in the Royal
Marines have also fallen victim to Ministry of Defence
cutbacks.

Normally three battalions of commandos and their engi-
neering support units depart for winter training in Norway
during January and February. This year though, there is only
enough money to send one battalion. The rest are training in

IX SOLDIERS were hospi-
talised and 13 arrested
and handed over to Military
Police after a clash between
troops from the 22nd Royal

Engineers and members of the
1st Battalion of the Irish
Guards in Salisbury, Wilt-
shire. Regimental rivalry was
blamed for the brawl.

FRENCH man has been jailed for three months and
fined 4,000 francs for wearing an SS uniform and carry-

ing a dagger in Poitiers.

“Laurent Jacquillard, 29, was arrested by police last August
riding a moped while wearing a full 5§ uniform with a bayo-
nette dagger attached to one of his boots. He was charged
with “exhibiting the uniform of a criminal organisation” and

carrying an offensive weapon.

IRROR Group News-

papers, which has this
week launched a bid to take
over the ailing London Inde-
pendent group, proved last
Sunday that its papers do
enjoy separate editorial free-
dom.

The Sunday Mirror and the
People, both owned by MGN,
reported an IRA rocket attack
on crown forces in Belfast.

The Mirror referred to
“terrorist thugs” who “held
a mother and her three chil-
dren captive overnight
before launching a rocket
attack on an army patrol”.
The People, however, told
how “’suspected IRA guer-
rillas fired a rocket at a secu-
rity patrol in Belfast
yesterday after holding a
woman and four children”.

IIIRA hardliners reject peace deal and plan more main-
land bombs” ran the headline in last weekend’s Sunday

Scotland.
l?ul while Scottish publicans are putting shutters up,
pers in Trondheim will be celebrating. The i
have hit the headlines on more than one ion in previ

Times. Hacks James Adams and Liam Clarke wrote dramati-
cally about “an internal split” and said they were told by
“senior intelligence sources” that Gerry Adams had “already

years after drunken rampages through pubs and streets.

been isolated by opp ts within the IRA leadership and
among rank and file terrorists who control stockpiles of

SAILOR who could not
bear to leave his sweet-
heart, is suspected of pouring
sugar into a generator aboard
a British Navy Destroyer,
causing damage estimated at
£100,000.
HMS Birmingham was due
to leave port eleven days ago

to sail to the Adriatic but it
will be at least another two
weeks before it is fit to put to
sea. Should the offending crew
member be caught, he could,
in theory anyway, be hanged,
as this particular crime of pas-
sion is still a treasonable
offence under British law.

explosives and . Then they reveal:

“Even in Dublin the possibility of a split emerged on Fri-
day when an IRA statement was put out under a name other
than P ONeill, the pseudonym used in the past.”

But the statement our ace investigative reporters are talk-
ing about is apparently the one issued by a group which
claimed they fired shots over the grave of the late Comman-
dant General Tom Maguire in Mayo last week. The statement
was referred to at a meeting organised by the ‘Republican
Sinn Féin’ group in Dublin on Saturday.

Move over Arthur C, you are nothing compared to “The

landers Campaign made
front-page headlines in the
Glasgow Herald earlier this
month when he claimed that
Britain was involved in secret
negotiations with Sinn Féin
last year largely because of
e_mbarrassmem over troop
shortages.

He said that he was
“convinced” that govern-
ment policy on the Six
(_Zoumies “is aimed at get-
ting rid of the military bur-

peace”’. He argues that the
cutbacks in the British army,
which will slash troop num-
bers from 156,000 to 119,000
by 1997, is leaving a situa-
tion where there is not
enough frontline personnel
to handle the Six Counties.
He claims that British policy
is directed at ending its
large-scale commitment in
Ireland and that the battal-
ions available at present are
already overstretched.

Let's call the g
whole thing —

N you like potaytof

And L like potahto

T tike Lomayto 535
And you like

HREE BRITISH soldiers who went on “an orgy of serious

crime” have each been jailed for six years.

Mark Ayers, Zenon Brown and Ian Tunks, members of
the 1st Battalion of the Royal Green Jackets, had all served
tours of occupation in the Six Counties.

In August the trio robbed a garage in Essex. The following
day they ambushed an estate agent in her car in a country
lane in Kent. They later hijacked a Vauxhall Chevette, leav-
ing the driver at the side of the road with his mouth taped.
The next day the gang robbed a North London post office. In
court Leon Hubbard, a former acting platoon sergeant with
the Royal Hampshire regiment, who had also done his Six-
County stint, described all three as “typical squaddies”.

tomahto

A JOINT
DECLARATION!

what do you think of
Lhe show s0 fac ?

Mysterious World of Liam Clarke’.

HE SOCIALIST WORK-

ERS’ PARTY has made
the unexpected move, for a
self-declared anti-clerical and
socialist movement, of elevat-
ing Father Denis Faul to the
status of cardinal.

In its paper, Socialist
Worker, of 15 January, Faul
is quoted on the issue of an
amnesty for prisoners. The
comrades refer to him,
however, as ‘’Cardinal
Faul”.

Dairt Siad

I know claiming Bob Marley as Irish may be a little diffi-
cult. We are both islands, we are both col[‘:n ies. We Jur/eﬁx
fondness for procrastination. Don’t put off until tomor-
row what you can put off until the next day, unless of
course it's freedom. — Rock singer Bono, who induct-
ed Bob Marley into the Rock Hall of Fame, the
Irish Times, Saturday, 22 January. ’

January.

Is.-lhere not something rather odd in Gerry Adams giving
his first interview to a radio station with the slogar; “Bet-
ter Music, Less Talk”? — Quibbling query from the
Quidnunc column in the Irish Times, Saturday, 22

It's easy to scoff at the idea of a self-styled classic-hits sta-
tion bel_n‘\- first in line to interrogate an erstwhile outlaw
of the airwaves, ‘Mr Adams, what were your greatest hits
of the ‘60s, ‘70s ‘80s and today?’ You can even imagine
lhe;m‘\'l?: ‘Hi, I'm the president of Sinn Féin and I listen
to Classic Hits, 98FM." — Light-hearted look at the
lifting of the broadcasting ban by Liam Mackey in
the Irish Press, Wednesday, 26 January.

The only people who I never saw take drugs i i

L IgS n prison
were the refxl IRA people. It wasn't that they wanles to be
hard men, it's just that they didn't believe in it, — Paddy
Armstrong of the Guildford Four, in the latest
issue of In Dublin magazine.

Inside they looked after us and they didn't
c;'mld have told us “It’s a war. So‘;y oy
the innocent victims.” They could have left it at ¢

locel 5 hat, but
they didn't. They went out of their way. They protested.

They wrote letters to different people, — Arm:
I strong on republican PﬁgWs P Briioh jaite. .

ry. You're just one of

in British jails.
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RTE bosses crack the whip

Raidio na Gaeltachta censored

SNCETHELAPSESoﬂheMmmnal' isterial Order under Section 31
eight days ago, RTE management has shown itself to be even
more pathetic and ineffective than when direct political censor-
ship was imposed by the government. The station is looking
increasingly like a lame duck in the current affairs area as inde-
pendent radio stations steal a march in coverage of Sinn Féin at a
vitally important period in regard to political debate on the con-

flict in the Six Counties.

At midnight on Wednesday, 19
January, Highland Radio in north
Donegal broadcast an interview
with Martin McGuinness. At the
same time, Dublin station 98FM
broadcast excerpts of an interview

of the 23-year-old broadcasting
ban.

On Thursday morning, a longer
version of the interview with
Adams was broadcast on 98FM. It
was relayed through the Ireland

with Gerry Adams. These were

Radio News network which serves
the first stations to avail of the end

independent stations throughout

the 26 Counties. Many other local
stations broadcast interviews with
Sinn Féin representatives on the
same day.

RTE’s Thursday morning news
bulletin referred briefly to Adams’
comments on 98FM but did not
carry any clips of the interview.
Not until 5.30pm that evening did
the broadcasting service carry an
interview with a Sinn Féin
spokesperson, in this case Mon-
aghan County Councillor and Ard
Chombhairle member Cacimhghin
O Caoldin.

On the day the order lapsed,
RTE’s Prime Time team arrived in
Belfast to conduct an interview
with Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams. However, an article
appeared in the
same day’s Irish
Times where RTE
management were
reported as saying
that there would not
be any broadcasts of
interviews with Sinn
Féin spokespersons
on RTE that day.
Sinn Féin’s Dublin
* press office contact-

ed RTE where Peter
Feeney confirmed
| the claims made in
the Irish Times report
and said that RTE
“ journalists had been
specifically instruct-

o R “U% ed that they could

_.«’-‘/" o i ey Ay » only request inter-
'g’llt’v’ e T4im views with a certain
A #e, ok ks v m level of Sinn Féin

® Since the lapsing of Section 31, the mana
pathetic in pting to impose self-

gement of RTE has been shown to be cowardly and

leadership and that
any interview with

It was not until Sunday, 23 Jan-
uary, five days after the lapse of
Section 31, that the first major
interview with Sinn Féin was
broadcast.

The very day after the govern-
ment’s decision to let the Section
31 orders lapse, it was discovered
that RTE would not permit Chan-
nel 4’s Right to Reply programme
to interview Larry O’Toole in rela-
tion to his Supreme Court victory
over RTE. RTE co-produced the
Right to Reply programme with
Channel 4.

RTE claimed that they could
not allow the interview with
O'Toole as he will be a candidate
in the European elections in five
months time, and in their interpre-
tation, O’Toole’s every utterance
would represent or be on behalf of
Sinn Féin.

Right to Reply wanted to inter-
view O’Toole about the Supreme
Court case which struck down
RTE’s ban on interviewing him in
his capacity as chairperson of the
strike committee in Gateaux in

11990. O’Toole would have been
L,representing himself on the pro-
/gramme as a successful litigant
and in no other capacity. The Right
to Reply team were satisfied with
this.

i

Under the Section 31 regime —
before the order lapsed on 19 Jan-
uary — there was no basis for
RTE’s ban. It was simply a case of
self-censorship.

Using a piece of Alice In Won-
derland logic, RTE’s Head of Cur-
rent Affairs, Peter Feeney, said
that they had decided not to pre-
record the interview and edit out
any possible reference to Sinn
Féin policy as then RTE would
have been imposing its “own

ver the weekend, n,
Olnother piece of bhh:;m n;.‘
censorship by RTE
it was discovered that a p
transmission by Raidié na
Gaeltachta on Thursday, 20 Jan-
uary, of a debate on the
Street Declaration which took
place in West Belfast and was
hosted by the Irish language news_
paper L4, was stopped because,
according to Bob Collins, manage.
ment had not been consulted
before the recording was made,
Again, the ridiculous nature of
RTE’s internal censorship ruleg
was underlined when edited high-
lights of the debate were broadcast
the following Sunday by the
Dublin Irish language radio sta-
tion Raidi6 na Life.

RTE journalists have com-
plained about the internal guide-
lines and have sought a meeting
with management to discuss them,
and in particular the threatening
nature of the concluding statement
that “disregard of the legislation
or carelessness in observing it
could not be excused”’, which is
taken to imply sacking.

The RTE guidelines which are
perpetuating the atmosphere of
fear and paranoia which has per-
vaded RTE through two decades
of political censorship are in stark
contrast to those of the Indepen-
dent Radio and Television Com-
mission (IRTC). The difference
between the two sets of guidelines
are further impairing RTE’s image
in relation to current affairs cover-
age. The station is being left
behind as the rest of the media
opens the windows and lets in the
light.

Marchers bénned from

ORGAN[SERS of next Saturday’s march in London marking
the Bloody Sunday anniversary and calling for all-party
negotiations to end the war in Ireland are disappointed that the
effective ban on all such marches entering Trafalgar Square has
not been lifted. The organisers said:

“Earlier this year we sensed a
change in climate, a new open-
ness shared by journalists and

politicians alike, who were for
the first time, prepared to listen
to what Sinn Féin and the

® The ban on the Bloody Sunday march from entering Trafalgar Square looks
likely to remain

SDLP really had to say about
peace in Ireland. However, fun-
damental restrictions on the
right to free expression, like the
broadcasting ban and the
refusal to allow “Irish’ demon-
strations in Trafalgar Square,
show that the voices of those
who challenge the accepted
wisdom that the conflict is a
matter of ‘beating the terrorists’
are still to be muffled, if not
silenced.

“We and the thousands who

will march with us on Saturday
believe that the British govern-
ment has the responsibility and
the opportunity to bring a
peaceful resolution to this con-
flict and that this resolution
will come about only through
all-party negotiations. We will
be calling on Mr Major to grasp
the opportunity offered by the
Hume/Adams Initiative, to
stop pandering to the unionists
and to act honestly for Ppeace.
“After 25 years of war, we

Trafalgar Square

will be demanding that Mr
Major acts now to secure a last-
ing peace. All he has to do is
what the majority of people in
both Britain and Ireland want
him to do — talk to all parties,
including Sinn Féin.”

Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor
Una Gillespie, Labour MP Ken
Livingstone and a speaker from
Campaign Against Racism and
Fascism will address a rally,
chaired by Jeremy Corbyn MP,
following the march.
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