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Gdimeras

HICH-POWERED surveillance cameras were discovered dug
into the earth just 400 yards from the house near Dungan-
non where UVF sectarian murder victim Rose Anne Mallon was
shot dead, it was revealed on Wednesday, 27 July.

A local man stumbled over the equipment, which consisted of
two cameras, the larger equipped with a high-powered telephoto
lens, the smaller sporting a wide-angle lens. Also discovered with
the cameras was a transmitter, which would have sent the pictures
back to a crown forces’ monitoring station.

The discovery took place three weeks ago, but was only revealed
on Wednesday. Shortly after the cameras had been removed by local
people, a large number of troops and RUC personnel saturated the
area. Locals were fed a story that a bomb had been found. It is wide-
ly believed, however, that the purpose of the operation was to
remove other surveillance equipment in the area.

Rose Anne Mallon (76) was shot in the back by a hail of bullets,

aimed directly at her as she sat in the
living room of her sister-in-law’s
home at Cullenrammer Road, six
miles outside Dungannon on 8 May
this year. The UVF later claimed that
her nephew was their intended target.

Even before the discovery of the
camera equipment, there was evi-
dence of collusion in her killing.
AP/RN reported at the time sightings
of arms and three suspicious men in
the area the day before Rose Anne
Mallon’s murder. On 7 May, two boys
discovered guns in a derelict house in
a lane close to the scene of the killing.

A number of men in combat dress
then arrived and threatened the boys.
The RUC were informed of this inci-
dent that day and on Sunday, just
hours before Rose Anne Mallon’s
murder, the pair made statements in
the company of their parents at the
local barracks.

A nephew of Rose Anne Mallon’s,
Martin Mallon, told BBC Radio Ulster
after the brutal killing that the RUC

had informed him the three armed
men were part of a crown forces’
patrol, but they would not reveal
which force they were part of. Martin

s »

Mallon told journalists and the RUC
after the killing that the family was
convinced that the events of Sunday
night had been captured on tape. The
discovery of the cameras vindicated

X this educated guess.
| N Martin Mallon, speaking to AP/RN
g \§ on Wednesday, 27 July, said that he
ey ¢ was convinced that the local RUC was
- 3 unaware of the presence of the cam-
. eras and that they pointed to an MIS

Mallon

or SAS-style operation. He said that
the family was determined to get to
the bottom of the circumstances sur-
rounding his aunt’s death.

Speaking to AP/RN, local Sinn Féin
Councillor Raymond McMahon said
that sinister movements of off-duty
and plain-clothed RUC officers had
been noted in the area in recent times.
“The entire incident is reminiscent of
Belfast in the 1920s when police, Spe-

@ The scene of the ,“u,:]" by by a pro- cials, and British auxiliaries not only
British death squad and (inset) Rose Anne colluded, but carried out sectarian

killings themselves,” he said.

Sinn Féin Advances Peace Process

— CONFERENCE REPORT PAGES 6 TO 9 AND PAGE 16
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Brit shot by sniper

in Crossmaglen

FOLLOWING the IRA mortar-bomb attack on a British army
watchtower outside Crossmaglen on chnesday, 20 July, the
South Armagh Brigade shot and seriously wounded a British sol-
dier in the centre of the town on Monday, 25 July.

An IRA statement said:

At 5.20pm on Monday 25 July,
as a British army footpatrol moved
along Carron Road, one of our
snipers, who had earlier taken up a
firing position overlooking a petrol
station, sighted on one member of the
patrol and fired a single shot.

“The soldier was seen to fall to the
ground clutching his side as other
members of the enemy patrol ran for
cover. The heavy-calibre bullet had
penetrated the soldier's body armour,
causing serious injury.”

B MASSIVE LANDMINE
DESTROYS
ARMOURED CAR

The IRA’s South Down Com-
mand, in a supplied statement,
claimed responsibility for an
attack on an RUC armoured car on
Sunday, 24 July. Four RUC per-
sonnel were injured in the massive
blast which totally wrecked the
heavy armour-plated vehicle. In
their statement, the South Down
Command said:

“Volunteers from our command
placed a 5001b landmine on the
Castlewellan-Newcastle road.

“’At 7am, an armoured RUC
patrol car came into view and with
the road clear of civilian traffic, our
Volunteers, in a position overlooking
the road, detonated the device.

“The blast wrecked the RUC vehi-
cle which freewheeled, out of control,
for half a mile before coming to a
stop.”

M DARING ATTACK
INJURES THREE
RUC MEMBERS

Launching an attack against
the crown forces in the Cook-
stown area, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann’s East Tyrone Brigade
revealed that their Volunteers
had to bypass a permanent
British army checkpoint to place
the bomb at a spot in view of a
fortified sanger 60 metres away.

In their statement, the IRA said:

““Shortly before 7pm last Wednes-
day, 20 July, an engineering unit

bled a device ining 11b of

Semtex high explosive and one and a
half pounds of shrapnel.

““The mine was then positioned in
a roadside hedge in Loy Street at head
height, with a command wire leading
to a derelict house. At 7.50pm as an

Vol

cars after the explosion, all Volun-
teers returned safely to base.

M CITY BROUGHT
TO A STANDSTILL

Last weekend the IRA’s Belfast
Brigade brought most of the road
and rail networks around Belfast
to a halt. Three hoax bombs were
left at three railway stations,
Botanic, York Street and the main
Central station, while another left
on the railtrack at Dunmurry
closed the lines. ;

The IRA also launched a series
of fire and blast incendiary bomb
attacks on commercial targets at
diffe locations throughout the
city and its suburbs. According to
the IRA’s statement:

“"The wave of hoax bomb alerts last
Friday morning virtually brought the
city to a standstill and stretched the
crown forces to the limits as they
attempted to deal with over 30 alerts.
Commandeered vehicles were also left
at RUC and British army bases.

“In the early hours of Friday, a
number of fire and blast incendiary
bombs detonated in the city centre

armoured RUC car drove slowly past
the mine, our V d d it.
Three of the most notorious members
of an RUC DMSU unit based in
Cookstown were injured, one of them
seriously.”

The statement concluded by
adding that despite the rapid
deployment of ten RUC armoured

ing hundreds of thousands of
pounds of damage.

“’Commercial targets included the
Wilfit motor accessory and Nova shops
in High Street, Fairbanks furniture
store in Boucher Crescent, South
Belfast, Glenfields Pine Collection store
and the Roost Bar in Church Lane.”

HISTORIC COURT RULING IN LONDON
Adams exclusion case
puts Britain in Euro dock

HE HIGH COURT in London has this week referred the
British government order which excludes Sinn Féin President
Gerry Adams from Britain, to the European Court of Justice.

The British government was
accused in the High Court of deal-
ing a “professional foul” when it
banned Adams from Britain, and,
on Thursday, 21 July, the court
heard Adams’ representative
describe this as a breach of both
European and British law.

Giving their ruling on Tuesday,
26 July, Lord Justice Steyn and
Judge Kay said that there were
“seriously arguable questions of
European law which should be
considered by the European
Court”,

Steyn went on to say: “This
case is of supreme importance for
the correct explanation of Euro-
pean Union law in the post-Maas-
tricht era.”

Adams is being supported in
his attempt to overturn the exclu-
sion order by the influential
British legal pressure group, Liber-
ty. He welcomed the court’s deci-
sion. John Wadham, spokesperson
for Liberty, said:

“We welcome the judgment of
the court. It is clearly a right deci-
sion. It is for the European Court

of Justice to balance issues of free-
dom of expression and national
security.”

Wadham said he believed the
European Court could only arrive
at one conclusion and that the
British government would have to
quash the exclusion order on
Adams.

The order was made in October
1993 under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, and was designed to
prevent Adams from attending a
meeting with Westminster MPs in
the British House of Commons,
The Sinn Féin president had been
invited by the British Labour Mmp
Tony Benn to discuss the political
situation in the Six Counties,

International action on Ball

HE PRELIMINARY TRIAL of the Ballymurphy Seven Yll}ich
Tbcgan in' November 1993, 28 months after the youths’ original
arrest, has now been concluded for summer recess and lhc cm{rt
will not sit again until 22 August, when Hugh Mc‘Luughlm \?nll
take the stand. When the court returns, the boys will be entering
their fourth year on remand in Crumlin Road Jail.

The last few months have seen
the release of two of the boys,
Ciaran McAllister and Brendan
McCrory, when the prosecut.ion
agreed to drop the case against
them “to avoid unfairness and in

the interests of justice’. They
said that they no longer accepted
the alleged confessions as evi-
dence. The five still facing
charges are all charged on the
same basis of uncorroborated

‘confessions’ which all five are
contesting,

Diclf Spring has raised the
case with the British authorities
through the intergovernmenta]
conference and he has repeated-
ly s'a\ld “In relation to this and all
such cases, we have stressed
the British authorities the impot:
tance of gnsuring that the rights

with offences are brought to tria]

At the time of the ban, the
British government was under
severe political pressure following
the disclosure of the Hu-
me/Adams discussions and was
anxious to prevent Adams from
further raising the profile of this
Irish-led peace process, and there-
by causing them greater embar-
rassment

In court, counsel for Adams,
Robin Allen, pointed out that by
ba'n.ning Adams from Britain, the
British government had prevented
him disclosing to MPs the exact
nature of these talks. The Tory
Party, already politically hard-
pressed “could have been, or
could be, brought down if it were
to lose the support of unionist
‘l\‘dl’s". He said they were guilty of
political censorship” in order to
Prevent further political fall-out.
Allen stated that, as a citizen of
the Fjumpean Union, the Sinn Féin
president had the right to move
freely between and within the
states of the EU. This right had
been denied him, He said that

urphy Seven

with the
e.”

¥ minimum delay possi-

Commenting i

3 8 on the case in thy

ISI;,T of Spring’s remarks ae

"POXEsperson for the Ba]) ;

chl?glcampaign said: Ty

early, neither

g_;?llit:ts h;ve been uphe(l)s bl;" el.::
Shoand it is ¢

ernment becamelme e

there has been, “in the languaged
football, a foul, and possibly apr-
fessional foul, in the w:y?«/{,r
Adams has been dealt with"
Describing Adams as “a man &
peace”, Allen said, “Sinn I':f\ll‘i
not a violent organisation and
“Mr Adams has eschewed Vi
lence”.

On Friday, 22 July, the coll.ﬂ
conceded the strength of e
arguments when it ma_de the <
sion to refer the exclusion Pfd“bv
Europe. This was dgs[cl\‘lbe_d_;‘
Liberty as an “historic di‘:’“
as it is the first time an & e
order under the PTA has

referred to the L“"embo;;gremy,

Liberty General SeCC0 0
Andrew Puddephatt, said 1
“yiolate

exclusion orders 0

nt &

by
breach the right to 2 fﬂ: Aght®?

denying the pv:l'S_O“t th
know the case agains i

“As the chd:l' ofa I‘“::: whti
ical party, Gerry n‘\d‘““sak and ¥
free to travel and to SPE" " iper
questioned as much a5
politician.”

three years,l s il
immediat ease- t)
Next Toesday, 2 AV o
see an International D:ydv_, B;‘I:;
to highlight the case jin th¢
0 highlig dml()::h;rinsh

murphy Seven an
will be a picket "; o el
Embassy from 12 “:m Pbe conty.

The campaign © in Vo
at PO Box 107, Dub:lz o
8367497 or in Belfasty 7
murphy Road
0232-232234.




An Phoblacht/Republican News

News

Thursday, 28 July 1994— LEATHANACH 3

C:atholic bar o

LAUNCHING another series of indiscriminate gun attacks on
the nationalist community in Belfast, the UDA shot and killed
a Catholic bar owner, narrowly missed killing two other men and
almost succeeded in killing a mother and her three daughters as
they sat watching television in their North Belfast home,

All the gun and bomb attacks in
Belfast were either carried out
within loyalist death squad
strongholds or on their fringes
Where the death squads act with
impunity.

The fatal shooting of 44-year-
old Bobby Monaghan in Camross
Park in the loyalist Rathcoole
Estate in North Belfast took place
in the early hours of Friday morn-
ing, 22 July, around 3am. He had
just returned home after locking
up his dockside bar with his
Protestant girlfriend June.

Early last month the bar was hit
by a rocket propelled grenade
fired by the UDA. No one was
injured. The bar had just reopened
following the blast.

Last week’s killing carried out
by a UDA death squad operating

from the Rathcoole Estate began
when the gang smashed their way
into Monaghan'’s home. The killers
ran upstairs and shot their victim
as he lay in bed. Despite desperate
pleas from his girlfriend the loyal-
ists shot him several times.

Neighbours reported hearing
the distraught woman'’s screams
for mercy before three shots rang
out. Witnesses also reported see-
ing two men emerge from the
scene and walk away in different
directions. It is believed that they
are part of the same death squad
that shot dead two Protestant
workers close to this latest shoot-
ing last month believing them to
be Catholics.

Neighbours of Booby Mon-
aghan expressed their disgust at
the killing and described him and

—

wner slain by UDA

his girlfriend as a quiet friendly
couple.

An elderly neighbour, who said
that the couple had been kind
neighbours to her for several years
said she would never forget the
cries of the young woman nor the
groans of Bobby Monaghan as he

ied.

Still visibly upset she said: “'I
heard the gunmen breaking in and
at first thought they were coming
in here. I heard them go upstairs
and then I heard June screaming:
‘Please don’t. Please no. Please
don’t shoot.”

“Then I heard June crying and
calling: ‘Don’t die Bobby, the ambu-
lance is coming. Don’t die Bobby"."”

Sinn Féin North Belfast Coun-
cillor Joe Austin said that loyalist
death squads are “increasing their
efforts to kill Catholics”. He added
that the murder of Bobby Mon-
aghan follows a recent pattern of
attacks in which loyalists are clear-
ly seeking to force Catholics from
areas of total loyalist control.

UDA, at his North Belfast home

® Bobby Monaghan, who was shot d

lead by the pro-British death squad, the

@ Scene of the loyalist bomb attack on the house off the Antrim Road where

several children where lucky to escape with their lives

UDA multiple murder bids

Teacher and
shoppers shot at,

family bombed

SHORTLY BEFORE the latest North Belfast slaying on Friday,
22 July, another UDA death squad tried to kill a Catholic
schoolteacher in the south of the city. This attack was in Priory
Park, Finaghy, a largely middle-class area streching from the
Upper Malone Read to the Lisburn Road.

It was just after midnight that the
man, who teaches at a primary
school in West Belfast, heard what
he thought was a bomb going off
outside his home. He had been sit-
ting in his living room and on
going to the front door saw two
men trying to kick it in. Seeing
their target through the opaque
half-glass door, both loyalists
opened fire. One shotgun blast
narrowly missed the man and
ripped through the living-room
door beside him. The second shot-
gun blast was closely followed by
a single shot from a handgun.
Again fortunately, both shots
missed.

Diving behind an interior wall,
the badly-shocked teacher then
heard his attackers run off. It is
thought they made off towards the
nearby loyalist Taughmonagh
Estate.

"I think I'm very lucky to be
standing here today,”” the victim
told journalists. He also revealed
that he had just come home from a
holiday in Donegal with his wife
and three children who, fortunately,
were not at home during the attack.

““We have no connections with
anybody,” he added. ““The only
thing I can think of is that they
may have identified us from the
kids’ [school] uniforms. I don’t
know if I want to bring my family
back here now,” he concluded.

Ano—waming UDA bomb was
used in an attack, late on
Monday night, 25 July, on the
Lansdowne Road home of a
nationalist family. The bomb
exploded in the living room
where a woman and her three
daughters were watching televi-
sion. Her husband, a business-
man, was not at home. An
elderly relative and three other
children where also in the house
at the time of the attack.

Shortly before 11pm, the loyal-
ist death squad crept close to the
front of the house and threw a
‘pipe’ bomb through a front win-
dow. It landed beside the young
girls, who managed to escape
before the device exploded, wreck-
ing the room.

Remarkably, none of the girls
or their mother were injured in

the explosion, which caused sub-
stantial damage to the room and
set the curtains on fire. All later
received medical treatment for
shock.

The loyalist bombers would
have been aware of the large num-
ber of children inside the house as
they have targeted the family
before. Two years ago the father,
an insurance agent, was fired on a
number of times at his Antrim
Road insurance offices. That
attack, carried out just before
lunchtime on a busy street, took
place yards from a main RUC bar-
racks on Antrim Road.

attempted to massacre this

nsdowne Road family, the loy-
alist terror group tried to turn the
shopping area at the bottom of the
Antrim Road into the scene of yet
another multiple murder. As
shopkeepers began to open their
shops at 7am near Carlisle Circus,
which links the Crumlin and
Antrim Roads, a loyalist assassin
approached from nearby Denmark
Street and opened fire with a num-
ber of shots.

One nationalist shopkeeper,
who was approaching his shop,
was confronted by two loyalists,
one of whom was armed. Fleeing
for his life as the loyalist opened
fire, the man took refuge in a shop
doorway.

At this point the assailant fired
another three shots, indiscriminate-
ly, at another group of shopkeepers
further up the Antrim Road. Fortu-
nately, none of these were hit as
they scrambled for cover.

Speaking about this attack on
vul ble nationalist busi
local Sinn Féin Councillor Paddy
McManus said the death squads
were operating under order to tar-
get nationalist business people in
the North Belfast area.

lust 16 hours after the UDA

Dublin/Monaghan relatives angry at minister

ELATIVES of the victims of the Dublin and Monaghan
bombings have expressed their anger at the failure of the
Minister for Justice Mdire Geoghegan Quinn to meet with them
as pmmised or to report on the new garda investigation which

she ordered into the 1974 atrocity.

Twenty relatives and supporters
picketed the Department of Justice

on St Stephen’s Green, on Wednes-
day, 27 July. Spokesperson for the

relatives Alice O'Brien said:

“The picket is being held to
express our anger at the fact that it
is one year exactly since we met
with the Minister for Justice. At
that meeting she informed us that
she would be in contact with us
within months. One year on we

still haven’t heard from her, or
received a copy of her report on
her investigation into the
Dublin/Monaghan bombings.”
The bombings in Dublin and
Monaghan in May 1974 led to the
deaths of 33 people, the biggest sin-
gle loss of life in one incident since

1969. From the outset the involve-
ment of British intelligence was sus-
pected and last year a Yorkshire
Television documentary brought
together the evidence and conclud-
ed that this was the case. Relatives
of the victims have been campaign-
ing for the truth to be exposed.

L R L
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M BY NEIL FORDE

AMID the ongoing hype of increased tax receipts and the
booming 26-County economy the Departments of Finance
and Social Welfare continued their undermining of the state’s
social insurance system with the abolition last week of Pay Relat-

ed Benefit (PRB).

PRB, introduced in April 1974,
was a scheme designed to give
unemployed workers additional
payments to unemployment bene-
fit. The payment which is not
large, depends upon the recipi-
ent’s former pay and PRSI contri-
butions he/she made while in
work.

The cut means that a married
man with two children who loses
his job, will receive £14.80 less in
benefit than he would have
received before the change.

The Irish National Organisation
of the Unemployed (INOU) marked
the occasion with a symbolic funeral
outside the Department of Finance
in Kildare Street, Dublin, last week.
The protest was led by INOU Gener-
al Secretary Mike Allen, who told
the “mourners” that the abolition of
Pay Related Benefit is “’just one
more in a series of cuts which have
undermined the social-insurance

® Who's laughing now? Will Dick
Spring act on Beef Tridunal findings?

A tricky time for Di

scheme”.

“Workers facing redundancy at
TEAM, Irish Steel, Guinness and
elsewhere around the country face
not just the loss of their jobs, but
an immediate drop to poverty
incomes without the support of a
scheme which they have paid into
to cushion the impact of job loss-

Allen contrasted the hype over
the Residential Property Tax,
whose effects were diluted, to the
concerns of the unemployed,
which he says are ignored in
favour of the worries of the well
off.

He called on the coalition to
stop undermining the social-wel-
fare system and to “raise welfare
payments above the poverty line”.

Trinity College shut down

The gates of Dublin’s Trinity
College closed this week in a one-

0

HE DAYS are counting down to the long-awaitefi publication
of the Tribunal of Inquiry into the Beef Processing Industry.

ry of the 26-County state,
Spring’s undermining of the
Democrat coalition.

Now Spring is mid-term in gov-
ernment with his former oppo-
nents and speculation is mounting
as to how Labour will react when
Judge Hamilton publishes his
long-awaited report.

The tribunal arose from allega-
tions made in a World in Action TV
programme on the Irish beef
industry. The programme lf)l-
Jlowed the spectacular £500 million
collapse of Goodman Internation-
al. Spring, among others,'harrged
the Fianna Fail-led administration
into conceding to hold the tribunal
in 1991. :

Costing almost £7 million, the
tribunal heard, over two years,
allegations of widespl:ead fraud in

the weighing and slaughtering

i bei e of the largest legal gravy trains in the his.to—
iy it wlzs also one the key foils for Dick

1989-92 Fianna Fail/Progressive

procedures of cattle, where extra
weight was added to ensure the
maximum possible grant aid from
the EU. There were allegations of
false accounting, forging of docu-
mentation and official government
stamps, tax-free payments to
workers and farmers and years of
political donations to Leinster
House political parties.
Allegations abounded on illegal
practices in Irish meat packaging
plants. Witnesses told the tribunal
of the orchestrated repackaging of
inferior meat in EU stores as bet-
ter-quality meat, with that meat
then being sold for a higher inter-
vention price. We even heard alle-
gations of a Fianna F4il TD
wandering around Baghdad

i St e e o
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News

workers in sruggle...workers in struggle.. workers in shuggle...worker

Silent death of Pay Relate

day strike by 500 SIPTU members.
The stoppage was held to fight
against redundancies at the col-
lege and to win pensions for part-
time women workers. 3

The strikers said that: “Despite
our peaceful efforts since 19_91 we
have failed to win simple justice
for 200 women workers in d}e .col-
lege, who suffer crude discrimina-
tion and inequality.” >

The workers are part-time
employees working in cleaning,
catering or as secretaries, some for
more than 30 years at the colleg'e.

Despite years of service, being
continually at the bottom of ?he
college’s wage scale and working
in often difficult conditions the 200
workers get no pension benefits
from the college.

SIPTU maintains that the cost -

of a proper scheme would only be

£200,000 a year, less than 1% of

Trinity’s yearly £60 million bud-
et.

The other issue in the one-day
strike is Trinity’s breaking of a
written agreement to retain 21 full-
time pensionable jobs for cleaners.
The college authorities want to
reduce this number to eight by

f you have a story at your workplace, let us know. Contact AP/

I RN by phone 8733611 or fax 8733074.

~

claiming he was a government
minister.

There was also lengthy analysis
of the Dublin government’s export
credit insurance scheme where the
Department of Agriculture paid
beef exporters in advance of them
receiving the money from their
customers. Over £100 million of
this money is still outstanding and
the Dublin government has car-
ried the cost.

It was alleged during the tri-
bunal that the export credit insur-
ance scheme was only ever
av_:aila(l;le to two particular compa-
nies, Goodman Internati
o B o ) rnational and

* Now as Dick Spring awaits the
tribunal report into these allega-
l.wns, AP/RN ponders what the
likely scenarios are for Spring and
the 32 other Labour TDs,

Leinster House elections
Acting on the tribuna] report

ring pulls out of BOvernment in

An Phoblacht/Re,,ub" can

d Benefit

i bill.
to cut their wage
Oq:\’:e/;P(/)RN went to press SIP‘;ITU
e considering escalating the dis-
ar( after three years of attempts
rour:solve the dispute with Trinity.

f 2 15C0
F'gxiaes#ﬁa;owth rate in 1993,
boomi;lg exports, bom_-nipg t:‘ax
receipts and £3.35 bllh}(‘)'nhln
exported profit and even ig ef
forecasts for 1994, ¥es it’s econom
i ime again.

5 f%e:a&;gnr;ncg:‘ of Finance, the
ESRI and Goodbody stockbrokers
all produced glowing forecasts of
the 26-County economy In the la§t
two weeks. However, last week it
was also the turn of the Central
Statistics Office to report not a
forecast, but actual results for eco-
nomic performance last year.

The CSO figures are impres-
sive. They show national wealth
for 1993 at £32.290 billion — a
record. Exports alone grew by
nearly 10%. However, there are
two problems. One, the CSO are
reporting figures on an economy
which has little relevance for the
vast majority of Irish people. Two,
the CSO themselves have actually

a moral huff. Fianna Fiil left in a
minority take the mercs up to the
Phoenix Park and prevail upon
Mary Robinson to dissolve Lein-
ster Houise, which she does.

Tabcur campaign on their
‘mora: qualities but their recent
record of high-paid advisers, the
bungled Labour programme on
halting privatisation, the failure to
secure a third banking force and
the Aer Lingus debacle mean a
rout at the polls.

Fianna Fiil reach the magical
84 seats needed for a technical
majority and Pat Cox becomes
Ceann Combhairle. The only

~ Labour TDs in Dublin who hold
- their seats are the four suspended

over voting against the coalition
on the TEAM issue.

On the whole, this scenario is
fairly unlikely as Labour knows
what awaits it at the polls and will

not face voters until the last possi-
ble moment.

Reynolds singled out

Spring takes the Progressive
Democrat route and demands that
l%eyl_\olds resign over the tribunal
findings. Reynolds is then forced
to take the Haughey road to politi-
cal obscurity and retirement of
horse racing and summer festival
appearances,

Bertie Ahern becomes Taoiseach,
Spring goes to finance in a vain
attempt to wrest the political initia-
tive from Fianna Fiil. He demands
more ministerial positions for
L;?bf)ur but can't find a Labour TD
willing to leave the backbenches for
:)he C_abmc( and risk his or her seat

Y being associated with a now lame

duck i i
me:“‘ Labour/Fianna Fdil govern-

Rainbow coalition

Eu:ieri, Spring studies the recent
- O election resuylts, Fearing an
ection rout but unable to contin-

combined opposition j
! oh POosition in a
rainbow coalition, Spring, Bruton

s in shuggle...workers in sruggle”

admitted that thej
may be just a little sl;e:,w" fi
The £335 billion gy
profits taken out of our h“kh
by multinationalg sho “"l‘q,’
huge section of oyr KWS thyy
dominated by multi: i Ul
availing of low tay r:h
whose activities are gjq teg ang
Irish economy. t
Meanwhile thoge wh
and live in the real geor, "
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Irish Steel rebounds

The on/off shutdown of
Steel took a farcical tury inthe
week when the Managen, by
the company announceq N,
offs after just 12% of the y, by
voted on the Labour Co::'k‘%
posals. The bulk of Workers
still organising their baljo
the management decig
announced.

This prompted a wave of
speculation and orchestrateq v
cation of the Irish Steel workers Yo
over the weekend both the Czp;
and Irish Steel management
up to the obvious truth that
had jumped the gun yet again Noy
they have to wait for the workers
actually vote before the next attempt
to shut down the plant.

Ir

ion Wag

and Harney agree a rotating lexd-
ership and Spring becomes firt
encumberent.

Pat Cox becomes Ceam
Combhairle.

FF minority

Labour return to back benches
in a last attempt to regain the pol
success of 1992. Spring again ams
up to harass and attack goven
ment policy, hoping the elector
won’t remember that he wasit
fact co-author of it all. ;

It falls to World in Action 0
blow his cover and prove th!
Labour had in fact been ing‘;[’f‘*
ment for nearly 19 months. :
Current Affairs Departme®
resigns en masse. P

ggswever, no one in Leinst
House wants an election &
John Bruton, who moves2 l"ﬁ";
fidence motion but can’t
seconder except for Pat Co%

Do nothing
This is the most 4t
The report Cover(s hundre®
ages. Any repor e
ok ﬁg\ynes is too long e“"?m‘
media to analyse (X%
AP/RN) and instead they 6
well-trodden pall’/\ of ritpicorﬁ”
only other people’s rea
the tribunal. wend
These reactions ar¢ & et
politicians who wi als: ol
read the lribunalvle?" wl
all hinges on Spring s icin
he was the leading ¢ wﬁ
first place. Any wed % oot
part will belas'E:‘ y
Labour capitulatio jahe
SPringptells the ":d:w ,adrw
consult Labottr TDs: home
ing except to ki
fa\;sourite Fea!her jacket inl""“’
the lost days of Slmwﬁ?‘:’
and sycophantic OP o cant S
He sits alone a™ ,dWPW'
which Bob Dyl-”'_
It's Alright Ma, '™
or It’s All Over dos ap
He wishes he co¥
Pat Cox’s Munstef
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® Kathleen McVicker from I"nleglnss,
whose family have become victims of thek
Six-County paramilitary police force

v

Poleglass

L] » g

RUC ‘vendetta’ agans

family

AWEST BELFAST FAMILY say they are victims of an RUC
vendetta after the latest in a long line of incidents involving
harassment by this force and by the British army. This campaign

has lasted for several years.

Nearly every member of the
McVicker family, young and old,
has been targeted in the crown
forces’ campaign. In one serious
incident in June, the RUC raided
the family home looking for 27-
year-old Mark after an IRA rock-
et attack on the crown forces.
When they entered the house,
they pushed their way past his
mother Kathleen, who answered
the door. An RUC officer pressed
his hand against Mark’s chest
and claimed he was checking his

heart to see if he had been run-
ning. The RUC went on to ran-
sack the house, abusing family
members.

Mark McVicker had spent
some time in the H-Blocks on
petrol-bombing charges, his sis-
ter, Donna told AP/RN. “But he
was released early because he
had a life-threatening tumour
which ran from the back of his
neck to his heart. He went
through a massive operation to
have it removed. His chest bone

was cut open during the opera-
tion and is now held together by
wires.

“"This has left him unable to do
any sort of physically-strenuous
work. But his illness has been
abused in a sickening way by the
crown forces.

“’My brother has been con-
stantly targeted for harassment
by RUC and British army since
his release four years ago, and
now he is afraid to leave the
house unless he is accompanied
by someone.”

n the latest incident several

weeks ago, the house was
again raided. The RUC had
found a shrapnel bomb on the
outskirts of the estate and said
that they wanted to question
Mark about the attack. The RUC

surrounded the family home at
about 2.30am and then raided it.
Contrary to their own laws on
house raids, they did not even
show a search warrant.

Kathleen McVicker’s 64-year-
old sister Brigid who lives with
the family, has a heart complaint
and is disabled. Kathleen told
AP/RN the RUC burst into her sis-
ter’s room and searched it “leav-
ing her very distressed”.

Several days later Mark was
then stopped on a nearby road.
Members of the crown forces
again pressed their hands hard
against his chest. A member of the
British army threatened him, say-
ing that he would end up “serving
20 years or you'll get one in your
back”.

Donna McVicker told AP/RN
that two particular RUC men were
carrying out a vendetta against the
family. In an incident in May 1992,
20-year-old Donna and her partner
21-year-old Aiden Taylor were
assaulted and verbally abused by

e——
e —

a patrol as they came home from a
local pub one night.

Aiden Taylor was beaten and
was refused medical treatment. He
was only taken to hospital when
he went unconscious. He was kept
in hospital for nearly two days.
The family states that one of the
RUC men still patrols the area and
is involved in the campaign of
harassment.

Other members of the McVick-
er family have also been targeted.
Nell, another sister, has also had
her house raided. When seriously
ill and bedridden, Nell was due to
8o into the hospital for a major
operation just days after the raid.
“The RUC ignored the plight of
my sister and ransacked the
house,” said Nell.

“All of the incidents have been
documented by our solicitor, who
has made several formal com-
plaints to the RUC about the
harassment,”” said Kathleen
McVicker. “All we want is to be
left alone. We want to live our
lives in peace.”

Sinn Féin councillor for the area,
Michael Ferguson, who accompa-
nied AP/RN to the McVicker home,
accused the crown forces of con-
ducting a campaign of terrorism
against the communities in Twin-
brook and Poleglass.

“They have carried out up to 400
house raids in this area since Christ-
mas. They show absolutely no
regard for the privacy, dignity, and
rights of the nationalist community
here and it put the claims of the
British to be democrats and con-
cerned about peace into perspec-
tive.”

he RUC carried out a series of

Ppunitive raids on the national-
ist G le Estate in Cook n
last Thursday, 21 July. Residents
criticised British forces, saying that
people from the estate going to
work were stopped, searched and
forced to remove their shoes while
several homes were damaged dur-
ing house searches.

Local Sinn Féin representative,
Martin Conlan, was himself stopped
but he refused to remove his shoes.
Mid-Ulster’s Sinn Féin spokesperson
Barry McElduff also condemned the
actions of the British forces as “com-
munity punishment”.

Death threat to Derry man

YOUNG DERRY MAN fears for his life after the RUC threat-

ened to murder him when he refused to become an informer.

The young man, Neil Fielding

(21) who has suffered serious

harassment at the hands of the RUC, says he has been stopped
and searched by the crown forces over 450 times. He was also

arrested on several occasions.

The latest incident took place
when the young man was arrest-
ed during an RUC raid on his

family home in the Carnhill area
of Derry on Monday, 18 July.
The house was “turned upside

down” during the raid, said the
man’s mother Patricia Fielding.
She also accused the RUC of
behaving “like bulls let loose in a
field”.

She also claimed that RUC per-
sonnel were extremely abusive,
both verbally and physically.
“They threw Neil over an arm-
chair and every time an officer

went past him they hit him with
their elbows or their knees. My
youngest son who was watching
this was slapped on the head.”
When arrested, Fielding was tak-
en to the RUC interrogation centre
at Castlereagh where he was told
that he would be murdered if he
refused to become an informer.
During interrogation, Fielding
was told by members of the RUC
that he would be dead within a
year after he refused to become an
RUC informer. RUC officers

seized Fielding’s arms and
squeezed his testicles while he was
being interrogated.

“’He is a prisoner in his own
home as he can’t leave it without
another person. He needs witnesses
when he is stopped by police and a
few times he has been charged with
disorderly behaviour because he
P d over the har t he
received,” said Patricia Fielding.

The young man and his mother
are seeking legal advice about last
Monday’s incident.

JAIL REVIEW WELCOMED

INN FEIN’S POW Department has welcomed plans for a
S wide-ranging review of the prison system in the Six Counties.
The rethink by the Northern Ireland Prison Service comes :after
recent disturbances at Crumlin Road Jail in which loyal_lsl prison-
ers rampaged through the prison on two separate occasions.

inci da
The latest incident, on Saturday,
16 July, led to the fer of 200

and not just the needs of the
dminis .

republican and loyali_st remand
prisoners from Crumlin Road to
the H-Blocks at Long Kesh.
However, Francie Molloy, Smn
Féin’s spokesperson on prison
issues, warned that any review of
prison conditions mus‘t ‘take
account of the prisoners rights

““Any review would be wel-
comed, provided that it is going to
deal with the outstanding issues
that have been ongoing for years.
Forced integration is the outstand-
ing issue that needs to be sorted
out”, said Molloy.

“At the moment, the remand

prisoners are segregated in the H-
Blocks and the review, to have any
meaning, should recommend seg-
regation to be implemented
throughout the North’s prisons”,
stated Molloy.

“Also, is the review going to
deal with the issue of sexual dis-
crimination against women pris-
oners with regard to education,
medical care, recreation and
prison visits?”* asked Molloy.

Molloy also asked if this latest
prison review would deal with the
transfer of those Irish prisoners
left behind in English jails under

the limited terms of the Ferrer’s
Report.

Regarding the future of Crum-
lin Road, Molloy called for the
prison to be closed down: “It is a
Victorian building and any refur-
bishment is merely papering over
the cracks. It is infested with mice
and cockroaches and there are no
proper sanitation facilities to cater
for the amount of remand prison-
ers.

“The situation that pertains in
the H-Blocks, where loyalists and
republicans have been segregated,
is the type of system that we
would like to see. Any review
which does not deal with the fun-
damental issues would be a
waste,” concluded Molloy.

@ FRANCIE MOLLOY
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Peace process will continue

ESPITE the media reaction, the discussions and delibera-
tions at Sinn Féin’s special delegate conference in Letterken-
ny will prove a positive force in advancing the peace process.

Sinn Féin gave an honest, detailed and balanced assessment of the
Downing Street Declaration and is now seeking to move the situation
forward in a constructive manner. The party has put the declaration
in its proper context in the overall search for a peaceful settlement to a
centuries-old conflict.

Sinn Féin welcomed the positive aspects of the declaration and
seeks to build on these. In pointing out the negative aspects, the party
seeks discussion on how to resolve the difficulties which exist.

Those shortsighted commentators and mischievous politicians who
have sought to use the Sinn Féin response as an excuse to say that the
peace process is dead are wrong. Peace in Ireland is required this
week as surely as it was before Sinn Féin delegates assembled in Let-
terkenny. There is more hope now that at any other time in the past
20-odd years that peace can be found. It has been the Irish Peace Ini-
tiative, bringing the causes of the conflict and a framework for its res-
olution centre-stage, which has created this optimism.

Let no one be fooled. Measurable progress in the search for peace
has been made. A consensus among the leaders of Irish nationalist
opinion, including the Dublin government, the SDLP and Sinn Féin,
on how the conflict can be resolved was achieved. The IRA agreed
that the Irish Peace Initiative could be the basis for peace. This devel-
opment coupled with the glare of unprecedented international atten-
tion forced the British government to apply itself to the issue. The
result was the Downing Street Declaration.

The declaration is a stage in the search for a peaceful settlement.
Let’s build on it and move to the next stage. Particular issues which
must now be dealt with and addressed by the British government are
its failure to renounce any political interest in this country and its
guarantee to the unionists of a veto over constitutional change. The
British government cannot dictate how the Irish people exercise their
right to self-determination. That is an issue for ourselves alone.

With Sinn Féin’s response now in the public domain, the process
can begin to move forward again. There is now massive public inter-
est in the issue of the conflict in the Six Counties and its resolution.
People who were for many years ‘switched off’ by the monotony of
the conflict and the horror of its consequences are now ‘switched on’
by the beacon of hope that has been created. There is a hope and a
demand for change.

That goodwill was seen in the Sunday Independent poll published on
the day of the conference. It showed that the largest proportion of
those polled (42%) answered ‘Should not’ to the question: “Do you
think the unionist community should have the effective right to veto
any future constitutional change in Northern Ireland or not?” An
even higher proportion (44%) answered “’should not withdraw” to
the question: “If the Sinn Féin response does not include a commit-
ment to a permanent cessation of violence by the IRA, do you think
that John Hume should then withdraw from dialogue with Sinn Féin
or not?”

The interest in debate on the real issues which Sinn Féin identified
in its response was also clear from the packed Mansion House meet-
ing the day after the conference. (See page 10).

Republicans must utilise the climate for change which now exists to
mobilise as wide a section of people as possible behind the demand
for a democratic resolution of the conflict.

The coming month marks the 25th anniversary of the deployment
of British soldiers in the Six Counties. This provides an important
opportunity to demonstrate the support that exists for the Irish Peace
Initiative. Every republican should involve themselves now in cam.-
paigns such as Time for Peace— Time to Go.

In the period ahead, let us apply ourselves to using the accumulat-
ed experience gained through 25 years of political struggle to raise to

an all-time high the demand for peace with justice in Ireland.\-J

® Gerry Adams said at last Sunday’s conference
that the unionist leadership must develop the
ability to look to the future, to stand on its own feet
independent of the British government veto

BRIDGING

THE GAP

TH.ARLA CUID MHAITH 6 thinig muid le chéile
anruaidh. Bliain suntasach a bhi ann 6 thaobh dul
chun chinn polaititil de. Bhi Sinn Féin i geroilr na

forbairte seo.
We have come a long way
together since we last met at
the Ard Fheis in February.
Indeed, the last year has
seen many new political
developments which have
advanced the peace Pprocess.
This party has played, and
continues to play a signifi-
cant role in sustaining this
momentum for democratic
change and peace.

The enthusiasm with
which this conference has
extensively discussed the
Peace process has been both
Positive and a source of
encouragement. This has
been an important confer-
ence, The debate today was
comprehensive and con-
structive and is evidence of
the strength of commitment
and political maturity of our
membership, We discussed
the emergence in the past
year of the Irish Peace Initia-
tive and we have i a

pl‘(lp'
er and democratic manner
agreed our position on the

Downing Street Declaration,
The declaration was the
fesponse by the twe govern-
ments to the developin
lns.h Peace Initiative, Frun%
lhufr Perspective the decly.
ration was ap import.ml
devel.opmcm. From our per-
Spective it marked stage in

the evolving Ppeace process.
In its positive elements it
suggests a potentially signif-
icant change in the
approach of the govern-
ments to resolving the con-
flict in Ireland and we
welcome this. But it does
not deal adequately with
some of the core issues and
this is crucial.

The success of other
Peace accords shows that
the necessary dynamic to
move out of conflict must be
fpund in the framework, the
timescale, the processes and
the objectives of a peace
Process, and all of these
essential elements must be
b.u:cd “UpPon  principles
which are founded firmly in
den‘\locmcy and justice,

Sinn Féin has recommit-
ted itself today to construct-
ing this foundation, by
building on the positive ele-
ments of the Downing Street
Declaration and by seeking
to overcome the difficulties;
in short by bridging the
8aps between what has so
far been developed and
wbat is hecessary to secure
4 just and lasting peace in
our country,

When SpLp leader John
Hume ang | agreed that an
Interna] settlement is not a

solution and that the It
people as a whole have e
right to national self-deter-
mination”, we went on
say that “not all the peope
of Ireland share that view ot
agree on how to give me
ingful expression to this,
Mr Hume and I accepted
that “the task of reaching
agreement on a peacefil
and democratic accoxd, for
all on this island” t’:O‘”
primary challenge Thb
remains the “":ﬁ
both governments ad
the political parties.

ut the one f‘”‘d‘mnj
Belemem to this quest®
is that the Britihsh s“‘.’*‘“
ment has no right to &
to the people of :}ushh“d
how we should do this e

Both now and it -
future, just as it 'h; E‘:,h
the attitude of the .:ci,\].
government is ¢ licy
British governm?“t Pl‘tyh”
has failed in hel-““"desi;e
failed to defeat the »
for freedom. If h"" [thss
satisfy the unionBE 4
failed even to mee! Moré
own requiu:ment;‘;il'edw
importantly, it b3

ing peace. s

bm;;?ifiesh inlﬂ”fem;‘ﬂu'
never been a benis" [t ha
ence in Irish "“al:. divic
brought misery 3 col
sion. It has fome™ ™ pis
flict and sufferin
must change:

We need to
behind us. The 107,
ernment must a;oatfi”'ly

o8 sibility to P wh‘d‘

TSP condlion Tl
create the con osslbl"
will make this P,nd it
has the aulhurll)’m chang®
the real power
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this situation. To make the
nightmare a dream. To
make the dream a reality.

At this important junc-
ture in the evolving peace
process I call upon the
British government and the
British people to seize this
opportunity for peace and
not to squander it.

I call upon the British
government to adopt a
democratic approach which
tilts the balance away from
the negative power of veto
towards the positive power
of consent.

I call upon the British
government to join with us
in making a new future, to
forge a new relationship
between the peoples of
these islands based on
mutual respect for each oth-
er. With the United Irish-
men we assert:

““As to any union
between the two islands,
believe us when we assert
that our union rests upon
mutual independence. We
shall love each other if we
are left to ourselves. It is the
union of mind which ought
to bind these nations togeth-
er.”

I want to also appeal to
the unionists. The unionist
leadership must develop the
ability to look to the future,
to stand on its own feet, to
lead its people forward,
independent of the veto
which can be, at any time,
taken from them by the
British government.

On behalf of those repre-
sented by Sinn Féin, and
also, I believe, the wider
nationalist family, I
acknowledge the need to
reach out to our political
opponents in the ranks of
unionism. Despite the

country — not a solution

wrongs that have been
inflicted by unionists upon
us or indeed that we have
inflicted upon the unionists,
there is a need to heal the
wounds. This can only be
done by a new beginning;
with everyone as equals
freed from the patronage of
a government whose inten-
tions you distrust, even
more than we do.

am mindful that this con-

ference has reaffirmed its
commitment to our peace
strategy and unanimously
endorsed the measures tak-
en by this leadership to
advance it.

Your confidence places
an onerous responsibility on
us. We have been in a high
risk phase of our struggle. A
culture of resistance has
developed in the quarter of
a century that this struggle
has endured. A few years
ago I urged all involved to
develop that culture of
resistance into a culture of
change, to engage our oppo-
nents politically and intel-
lectually and to seize the
political initiative. This has
been a new and still devel-
oping area of struggle in
which all of us must play
our part.

T4 r6l ag gach duine ins
an ghné seo den streachailt.
T4 muid l4idir, t4 muid aon-
taithe agus t4 a fhios agaibh
uilig cad ¢ at4 le dednamh
agaibh. T4 siochdin os 4r
geomhair. Gabhaigf amach
agus bigf ag obair.

We are totally committed
to winning peace and I can
assure you that we will
endeavour with your help
and guidance to achieve the
political objectives which
we have set ourselves. Our

. n
@ Delegates at the conference heard that the declaration was a step towards lasting peace in our

@ Sinn Féin Ard Chomhairle member Ma
the views of delegates during the national conference

struggle is united, confident
and strong.

The Downing Street Dec-
laration is a step in the
peace process. We must
look forward to the next
steps. These must deal in a
fundamental way with the
core constitutional issue as
well as the secondary
issues. Our views on these
are a matter of public
record. The urgent need to
resolve the core issues
which create and sustain the
conflict demands that the

situation is moved beyond
the Downing Street Declara-
tion, and that it is addressed
in a more thorough going
way. It is our earnest inten-
tion to do just that.

In this we and the two
governments are at one. We
are all agreed that the decla-
ration is a step not a solu-
tion.

Indeed, it could be said
that even in the short time
since the declaration was
launched the political situa-
tion has moved on beyond
it. We are in a new and
evolving situation and no
one can turn the clock back.

That is why all republi-
cans and nationalists need
now to consider how best to
advance the basic national
demands in the new condi-
tions and possibilities open-
ing up before us. There is a
climate for change which
we collectively here today
have played a crucial role in
creating. It is our task as
political activists to translate
a situation in which change
is possible into a situation in
which change, meaningful
and necessary change,
occurs.

The Freedom Charter for
Justice and Peace in Ireland,
which I suggested in my
Ard Fheis speech, can pro-
vide one focus for this and
around which the broadest
sections of the Irish people
can rally and unite. This
would consist of the most
fundamental national
demands and aspirations,
relating to Irish politics, the
Irish economy and our soci-
ety as a whole, which the
widest range of nationally
minded Irish people can
support and which can pro-
vide not only a focusing
point, but a rallying point as
well.

I am always mindful of
the terrible tragedy of this
conflict and of the heavy
price paid by all of our
people, in lives lost and

McGuinness, party

lent Gerry Adams and vice

scarred, in justice denied
and in families separated.

Peace demands change.
Fundamental change.
An end to conflict will
require a process of demili-
tarisation. This is not solely
the responsibility of republi-
cans. Indeed, the British
government, representing
the political wing of the
largest armed faction in our
country has the central
responsibility.

I have pointed out many
times Sinn Féin’s willing-
ness to play a constructive
role in this matter. But this
cannot be a one way street.
Sinn Féin has a duty to our
electorate North and South
and we are committed to
upholding their rights.

As Irish republicans, we
remain totally committed
also to our objective of end-
ing British rule in our coun-

In the course of my Ard
Fheis speech earlier this
year, I pointed out that we
have a clear view of what is
required to achieve a lasting
peace founded on demo-
cratic principles. It has been
clearly demonstrated that
we have a viable peace
strategy capable of moving
the situation in that direc-
tion.

I pointed out that Sinn
Féin should attempt to
advance the peace process
by “bringing into play, in a
very direct way, what we
have to offer. Theoretically,
what we have to offer is our
electoral mandate, our total
commitment to establishing
a lasting peace in our coun-
try and whatever political
influence we have to secure
a political package so that
the IRA can make judge-
ments in relation to the
future conduct of its armed
campaign.”

The reality is, however,
that the IRA will take its
own counsel on this. We are

ident Pat Doherty li: ing to

not the IRA, but we have
helped to formulate propos-
als which have been enough
to move the IRA publicly to
say that “if the political will
exists or can be created, it
could provide the basis for
peace”.

I welcome Thursday’s
statement by the IRA lead-
ership. The begrudgers and
kneejerkers have chosen to
dismiss it as rhetoric. How-
ever, | interpret it as a clear
commitment that if the
proper conditions can be
created, the IRA will be flex-
ible.

That is the challenge fac-
ing all of us, and particular-
ly those who have invested
time and energy in the
search for a peace settle-
ment.

The public interest now
will be whether or not the
situation can be further
developed. The answer is
yes. So where do we go
from here? There is only
one way for this process to
8o and that is forward. This
is particularly a challenge
for the leadership of Sinn
Féin. It is one we will not
shrink from. That is to cre-
ate the conditions in which
the IRA can act upon its
clearly stated commitments
and others will act upon
their responsibilities so that
a negotiated settlement can
be agreed, and the people of
Ireland can leave conflict
behind us and build a last-
ing peace.

I personally am opti-
mistic about all this.

This is our firm intention
as we leave this conference.
We are determined to build
upon the progress that has
been made and to bridge
the gaps which still clearly
exist. We are determined to
move the peace process
steadily forward towards a
democratic, negotiated set-
tlement and towards a just
and lasting peace in.our

country.
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DEGLARATI

These are the motions passed by Sinn

Féin’s national internal conference in

Letterkenny on Sunday, 24 July 1994.

Motion 1

That Sinn Féin recommits itself to
our objectives as contained in our
constitution. In summary, these
are the establishment of a
democratic, socialist republic
based on the Proclamation of
1916.

It is our view that no part of
Ireland should be governed on
the basis of a religious
headcount.

Advancing the Irish

Peace Initiative

That Sinn Féin believes that the

next phase of our peace strategy

should be based on advancing the

Irish Peace Initiative. The basic

principles of this initiative are:

B That the Irish people as a
whole have the right to
national self-determination;

M That the exercise of national
self-determination is a
matter for agreement
between the people of
Ireland;

M That both governments
should commit themselves,
in consultation with all other
parties, to a process to
achieve this, within an
agreed timeframe;

B That an internal Six-County
settlement is not a solution.

M That the consent and
allegiance of unionists are
essential ingredients if a
lasting peace is to be
established;

id

B That the unionists cannot
have a veto over British
policy or over political
progress in Ireland;

M That the British government
must join the persuaders;

M That the London and Dublin
governments have a major
responsibility to secure
political progress;

We recognise the delicate stage
the peace process has now
reached. We restate our
commitment to building the
conditions for demilitarisation
as part of the search for a
lasting peace settlement.

Sinn Féin commits itself to
building a sustainable Irish
republican/nationalist platform
of political demands, with
popular support in Ireland and
internationally, particularly in
the USA and EU, based on the
dynamic contained in the Irish
Peace Initiative.

Motion 2

Assessing the
Downing Street
Declaration

That Sinn Féin recognises and
welcomes the progress that has
been made to date in the
evolving peace process.

The Downing Street
Declaration marks a further
stage in the development of the
peace process.

The dialogue between Sinn

@ Having li d to and
d, Sinn Féin del

d the various moti and views
i support to the motions

pu'c to them

gates gave

Féin President Gerry Adams
and SDLP leader John Hume
was followed by the Irish Peace
Initiative. It was against this
background that the Downing
Street Declaration was
constructed.

Since then there have been a
number of important
developments:

M A consensus between
nationalists in the Six
Counties, supported by the
Dublin government,
emerged;

M The IRA was moved to say
that this could be the basis
for peace;

B The attention of both
governments has been
focussed on this conflict in
an unprecedented manner. It
is at the top of their political
agenda;

M The conflict has received
unparalleled international
attention;

B The core political issues
necessary for the resolution
of the conflict are at the top
of the political agenda;

B A framework has been
identified in the Irish Peace
Initiative for a resolution of
the conflict which involves
both governments, in
consultation with all the
parties and with the support
of the international
community;

B There was protracted

dialogue between Sinn Féin

and the British government;
B The IRA temporarily

suspended operations to
encourage the development
of the peace process.

It is, therefore, in the context
of the Irish Peace Initiative and
of the principles and pol?ﬁcal_
dynamic contained within t'hls
initiative, that we have carried
out a detailed examination of
the Downing Street Declaration
to assess its contribution to the
creation of the conditions for a
sustainable peace.

Progress and
political implications

The Downing Street Declaration
is not, nor do its authors claim it
to be, a peace settlement and it
clearly does not contain all of
the elements which made up
the Irish Peace Initiative. It does
mark a further stage in the
peace process.

The Downing Street
Declaration also reflects a
development in political
analysis. It contains many
important political implications.

In the context of our
commitment to creating a
democratic settlement, Sinn
Féin willingly acknowledges
these. For example:

B The statement in Paragraph 1
that “the most urgent and

important issue is to remove
the causes of conflict”;

M The British government for
the first time in such direct
terms addresses in
Paragraph 4 the right of the
people of the island of
Ireland alone to exercise our
right to self-determination;

M The clear recognition that
present structures and policies
have failed and, implicitly, a
recognition that change —
political and constitutional —
is necessary if a satisfactory
and permanent settlement is
to be achieved;

M The significance of the British
government’s decision on six
occasions in Paragraph 4, as
well as Paragraph 9, to
define any permanent
agreement in the context of
the island of Ireland;

B The support expressed by
both governments for
“healing divisions” and their
statement that this can only
come about “through
agreement”” and
“cooperation at all levels”;

B The acknowledgement
(Paragraph 1) that the
Downing Street Declaration
is not in itself a peace
process but the “starting
point of a peace process
designed to culminate in a
political settlement”;

B The positive role envisaged
for Europe;
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the British state against their
wishes — their consent was
never sought. The right to
give or withhold consent
was not and is not extended
to nationalists.

Bridging the gap

We have identified these
negative elements in the
Downing Street Declaration in
the hope that these difficulties
can be overcome.

Sinn Féin is convinced that,
despite the inadequacies of the
declaration, the potential to
build upon a real peace process
still exists.

The necessary dynamic to
move us all out of conflict must
be found in the principles,
framework, time-scale,
procedures and objectives of a
peace process and particularly
in negotiation.

Sinn Féin therefore commits
itself to advancing the peace
process and to creating the
foundation for a lasting peace
by building on the positive
elements contained in the
Downing Street Declaration, by
attempting to overcome the
difficulties which still exist — in
short, by bridging the gaps
between what is contained in
the Irish Peace Initiative and the
Downing Street Declaration.

Motion 3

Advancing the
peace process

That Sinn Féin restates our
commitment to the need for an
inclusive society in our country
which would reflect the
diversity of all our people.
Consent on the part of all the
Irish people is necessary for the
shaping of new structures in
Ireland.

This is entirely different
from the perpetuation of a
unionist veto over
constitutional change as a
precondition of the exercise of
the right to Irish self-
determination. The veto is a
barrier to the consideration or
achievement of democratic
options for all the Irish people.
It has no legal, constitutional or
democratic basis. The right of
the Irish people to determine
our own future free from
external impediment is
absolute, inalienable and cannot
be qualified in any way by the
British government.

The consent and agreement
of unionists is of course
necessary to build a stable and
peaceful Ireland. We reiterate

our view that the British
government should join the
persuaders, that is, that they
should fulfil their
responsibilities by persuading
the unionists that their future
lies with the rest of the Irish
people.

New consfitution

Sinn Féin reaffirms its
commitment to the civil and
religious rights to all of the Irish
people. We recognise that
unionists have democratic
rights which not only can be
upheld but must be upheld in
an independent Ireland. We
believe that those democratic
rights would be greatly
strengthened in an independent
Ireland.

Sinn Féin has long accepted
that northern Protestants have
fears about their civil and
religious liberties and we have
consistently asserted that these
liberties must be guaranteed
and protected.

We seek to be part of the
building of a society which can
reflect and uphold the diversity
of all our people. Our vision is
of a free Ireland, a peaceful
Ireland, a unity of Catholic,
Protestant and Dissenter, with
all citizens guaranteeing the
civil and religious rights of all
other citizens. We hold to the
words of the 1916 Proclamation
which said:

“’The Republic guarantees
religious and civil liberty, equal
rights and equal opportunities
to all its citizens, and declares
its resolve to pursue the
happiness and prosperity of the
whole nation and of all its parts,
cherishing all the children of the
nation equally, and oblivious of
the differences, carefully
fostered by an alien
government, which have
divided a minority from the
majority in the past.”

Sinn Féin seeks a new
constitution of Ireland with a
charter of rights.

Issues of
immediate concern

Sinn Féin is determined to build
on the positive achievements of
the past 18 months by pressing
ahead with the peace process.
In addition, we will also look at
more specific short-term and
intermediate-term objectives to
develop the potential which the
peace process has already
provided for addressing issues
of immediate concern. This
means winning and
maintaining support for the
neglected nationalist people at
every level, ensuring parity of
esteem and equality of

treatment and cooperating with

others to secure international

support for the following
objectives:

B That there is no return to
unionist domination;

M That Sinn Féin activists must
be able to represent our
electorate in conditions of
peace, free from harassment
and the threat by loyalist
death squads;

B That the rights of women and
of Gaelgeoiri must be fully
recognised;

M That an equality of status for
the Irish language, including
funding, must be secured.

There must be an end to:

B Censorship laws;

M Job discrimination;

M The underlying sectarian bias
in the allocation of economic
investment;

M Repressive legislation;

M Collusion between Britain’s
state forces and loyalist
death squads at all levels.

Building a solid
foundation

These objectives are all
achievable. There is a need for
more popular action and
consistent and frequent
mobilisations in this phase of
our struggle.

We must do this by building
alliances and campaigns.

Sinn Féin will continue to
build on the gains already made
to increase the momentum for
change and to move the peace
process forward.

We recognise the need for
effective communications with
our membership and base. We
must strengthen our unity and
cohesion and improve our
political and organisational
capacity and our resources so
that the party is politically
primed to initiate and respond
in an appropriate and
comprehensive way to this
developing and hopeful
situation.

Motions from
the floor

Apart from the resolutions from
the Ard Chombhairle, the
conference adopted two
motions proposed from the
floor. Motion four called for
members of the party to make
“the exposure and combatting
of collusion between British
forces and loyalist death
squads” their campaigning

® Derry

their views on the various motions

0GESS

Ard Chomhairle member Dodie McGuinness, Sinn Féin National
Treasurer Joe Cahill, and Councillor Jim Allister from Crossmaglen give

priority for the rest of 1994. campaigning way by party
Several speakers emphasised b

the importance of the 25th The fifth and final motion
anniversary events throughout passed was for the conference
the month of August, including  to “endorse and congratulate
the Belfast and Derry marches the Ard Chomhairle and to
on 14 August, and culminating i the bership’s
in Dublin on 20 August, and it confidence that the Ard

is envisaged that in the period Chombhairle will bring the
following this, the collusion national peace project to a
issue should be taken up in a successful conclusion”.
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Overflowing Mansion House
backs British withdrawal

M BY ART Mac EOIN

47T HE VAST majority of people in Ireland, with the very

notable exceptions of the unionists — either the unionists
who live in the North or those on the opposition benches of Lein-
ster House — would support the proposition of peace through a
British withdrawal,” Gerry Adams told a packed public debate in

Dublin on Monday, 25 July.

Up to 1,500 people crowded the
Mansion House to capacity while
hundreds more outside had to be
turned away from the debate on
the motion ““That British Withdraw-
al is Essential to Peace”’, organised
by the Time for Peace — Time to
Go campaign. There were long
queues outside the building until
after 10pm as people came to hear
Gerry Adams and Bernadette
MecAliskey speak in support of the
motion and TDs Michael McDow-
ell and Paddy Harte speak against.
The meeting was reckoned to have
been the biggest public meeting on
the national question in Dublin
since 1981.

“You don’t have armed conflict
in this state and you have not had
armed conflict in this state from
the time that the British withdrew
militarily from this part of our
country. Before the partition of
this country what is happening in
the Six Counties today happened
all over Ireland,” Gerry Adams
told the huge audience.

Adams said that he had heard
Peter Barry declare that the people
he represented in Cork wished for
peace after 25 years of conflict and
while this was a proper and wel-
come sentiment, the fact was that
those who wanted peace more
than anyone else were “those of us
who live in a military zone in the
Six Counties who have had to
endure and continue to endure it”.

“One thing is for certain,”
Adams said, “the only thing that
has to be worked out is the nuts
and bolts of British withdrawal —
the time, the sequence, the pro-
cess.”

After Letterkenny to suggest
that the peace process was fin-
ished was rubbish, Adams said.
“The surprise would have been if
John Bruton, Mary Harney, lan
Paisley or James Molyneaux said
that they agreed with Sinn Féin.”

P
s

He criticised Patrick Mayhew’s
remarks that he was disappointed
at Sinn Féin’s response and said
that Sinn Féin didn’t have to go to
Letterkenny to “’surrender”.

“In unravelling this deep-root-
ed conflict we have to deal with
issues and build a solid founda-
tion and I think that there
wouldn’t even be talk of a peace
process if it hadn’t been kick-start-
ed by people living in the Six
Counties and if that had not been
supported by the Dublin govern-
ment. Out of that arose the Down-
ing Street Declaration. The
declaration is not the end of it. The
peace process as far as I am con-
cerned is still on track because
peace in Ireland is required today
as much as it was before the Sinn
Féin conference convened in Let-
terkenny.”

The Sinn Féin president reiter-
ated opposition to the loyalist veto
over political or constitutional
change and said that no group in
Ireland deserved to have an unfair
advantage over any other section
of the people. What was needed
was a British government which
stopped hiding behind the union-
ists and for the unionists to stand
on their own feet, adding that
their consent was needed and that
the oldest adage in republican par-
lance was the unity of Catholic,
Protestant and Dissenter.

Adams said that he had been
waiting for the unionists for all his
life and that he recognised reality.
“Why should Ian Paisley or James
Molyneaux move when a British
government says to them ‘you
don’t have to move boys’.”

Sinn Féin wanted the British
government to join with the
Dublin government, and with oth-
ers in moving the situation for-
ward, with everyone’s consent
being sought. It was up to the Irish
people to agree on how to exercise

i

their right to self-determination
and it was nothing to do with John
Major. “I happen to believe that
we can sort it out, us and the
unionists, North and South.”
While this needed to be worked at,
it was important to have a sense
that measurable progress had been
made.

The British army was deployed
in the Six Counties 25 years ago,
he said, not to defend the
Catholics but to bolster the state
which had collapsed. “They have
been the life support unit which
has kept that state alive since. If
the British government had then,
25 years ago, started the process of
withdrawal, of bringing the union-
ists on board, of seeking their con-
sent, of arguing for their consent,
of negotiating their consent, where
would we be now 25 years later?
We certainly would not have con-
flict and as sure as I am standing
here when we get British with-
drawal we will get the right which
is denied us — to shape our own
destiny, Catholic, Protestant and
Dissenter, men and women, free,
in a country and society of our
choice.”

Progressive Democrats Spo-
kesperson on the Six Counties
Michael McDowell TD, said that
Gerry Adams and Bernadette
McAliskey supported and sus-
tained “political terror in Northern
Ireland” and as such were “expo-
nents of evil and depravity”. He
said that the Irish peace process
was “ajoke of a term”.

Concentrating on the issue of
republican violence McDowell
said that the “entire Provisional
movement, I have to say, is
depraved from top to bottom,
from its secret centre where Gerry
Adams lurks to its more public
fringe where McAliskey decep-
tively loiters”. To laughter among
the audience Gerry Adams moved
his chair further away from
Bernadette McAliskey in reaction
to McDowell’s comments and
McAliskey responded by follow-
ing him.

McDowell criticised Albert
Reynolds for his comment that

P -

® Bernadette McAliskey, speaking in favour of the motion, said that British withdrawal is not and cannot be dependant upon unionist consent

Mansion House

there were positive aspects to the
Sinn Féin conference in Letterken-
ny. “Letterkenny was a new low
in the gullibility and abasement of
some southern politicians who
saw in it anything positive and of
some in the southern media who
cleave to Provisional propaganda
in the wretched hope that some of
it may turn out to be true.”” He
called on Eddie McGrady, Séamus
Mallon and Joe Hendron of the
SDLP “to end the dalliance with
the politics of death” and he called
on “the Dublin government and in
particular the Taoiseach” to “face
down the Provisionals decisively”
by “their categorical exclusion
from the entire political process at
any level and in any part of this
island”.

Bemadette McAliskey, second-
ing the motion, said that on
the few occasions that she had
debated with Michael McDowell
“I have found that he has a need
to be personally and gratuitously
offensive”. She noted that in the
list of people Michael McDowell
had declared in his speech as not
being “legitimate targets” he had
not mentioned republicans and
asked whether this meant that her
own attempted assassination was
acceptable to him.

That British withdrawal was
essential for peace was “self-evi-
dent to the student of history, the
student of politics, the student of
social movements, the student of
human rights”, McAliskey said.
The difference between the Six
and 26 Counties was that the right
of those in power to govern was
an issue in the Six Counties. On
the issue of consent McAliskey
pointed out that she lives in Coun-
ty Tyrone and that neither Tyrone
or Fermanagh ever gave their con-
sent to partition. “Both of whom
swore their allegiance to the First

w iy
® A massive crowd attended last Monday night’s debate in Dublin’s

Dsil Eireann. That is our demo-
cratic position and we have main-
tained it whatever Mr McDowell
may think. And if it is right and
democratic and agreeable that the
minority of the nation should have
been allowed to secede in the
manner they did and create the
state that they did in the North,
then do we not have the same
right, west of the Bann, to secede
from that state?

“So the question of consent and
majorities and minorities is some-
thing that we work out amongst
ourselves when we are free to do
it. But we are not free and equal
people until that which has kept
us unfree has been removed.”

She said that British withdraw-
al is not and cannot be dependant
upon unionist consent. “’British
withdrawal is a unilateral decision
based on Britain never having had
any right to govern, not having
any right to govern and never hav-
ing in the future any right to gov-
ern.” If this was to be ignored as
merely past history it must be
negated by present history and the
British must be able to show that
since partition it treated people in
the Six Counties with equality.
This was not the case over the past
70 years. Nationalists could not
get “daylight” in the Six Counties
if it could be kept from them.

In regard to the process of
British withdrawal McAliskey
said: “Anybody in a broken mar-
riage knows that once the painful
decision to separate is taken there
can be a civility about the packing,
the arrangements, the finances, the
custody...”

Fixw Gael TD Paddy Harte said
that he agreed with the aims of
Time for Peace — Time to Go, but
he felt that he could not support
the motion because he believed
that what was needed was peace
before the British could withdraw.

He said that he saw the veto,
not as a guarantee to unionists
but as a statement that “until a
majority of people north of the

rder want to join a united Ire-
land we will not make Irish uni-
ty an issue. That doesn’t mean
that we have to convert every
Person on the unionist/Protes-
tant side to our way of thinking
but it does mean that we have to
convert a number of them, suffi-
ciently large enough to get a
majority in the North of Ireland,
to our way of thinking”.

It was Harte’s belief that the
British would go if the Irish people
could sort out their differences. If
and when they did go he said the
British should 80 on their knees
and apologise for what they had
done in Ireland,

Following questions from the
floor and a summing up by the
four speakers a vote on the motion
Wwas taken. It was passed by an
overwhelming majority of the
Mansion House audience.



An PhoblachtRepublican News

Reviews

Haunted by a bo

Thursday, 28 July 1994 — LEATHANACH 11

M BY MICHAEL TOVEY

ORDERLAND is Patrick Quigley’s first novel,
BAccording to the flyleaf notes of this book he has

had short stories and poems published
journals and newspapers It is as a poet

in a number of
that he com-

mands most attention in his novel.

Get in a Monaghan contem-
raneous with his youth
and early adulthood,
Quigley alludes strongly to
actual historical events —
the death of Feargal O’Han-
lon in the ‘50s border cam-
paign and the bombing of
the town in 1974. The prob-
lem with the book though is
that the author seems
caught between two stools
— the recounting of an early
life spent in what was obvi-
ously for him great hard-
ship, emotionally and
physically and the some-
what lenient licence taken

with the description of char-
acters and events that did
appear and occur in the
town of his youth.

The novel starts brutally
with the death of the pro-
tagonist’s mother in a house
fire inadvertently begun by
his father carelessly discard-
ing a cigarette butt. This
event, the earliest in the
child’s memory, dominates
everything else in the novel,
His attitude particularly to
women has been perma-
nently scorched by this trau-
ma and we are left to
experience his morbid and

rder childhood

self-absorbed personality
for rather too long a read.
Quigley does possess a
Poet’s facility with words,
He is at his best describing
his childhood experiences in
the care of his father and a
number of aunts in Mon-
aghan. The author has read
Kavanagh and has obviously
been influenced. There are
shades of Tarry Flynn and
many of Quigley’s better
descriptive passages are rem-
iniscent of both the prose
and poetry of his more
renowned countyman. How-
ever, while paying h

yoke of Kavanagh altogether
and strike out on his own.
Frustratingly for the read-
er, at least that is for one with
a geographical knowledge of
Monaghan, Quigley’s town as
described differs too much
from the actual to allow for
easy recognition and I was
reduced to filling in spaces
and stretching boundaries on
a mental map to accommo-
date his descriptions. Allied
to his somewhat idiosyncratic
view of events as they unfold-
ed in his home town over the
period, it amounted to an-

to the master, Quigley mere-
ly manages to confirm
Kavanagh’s genius and his
own fare, while worthy in
many respects, is a poor sub-
stitute. Better, like Pat
McCabe, to throw off the

tory and ulti
unrewarding read. As a first
novel it does not encourage,
but I will look out for the

poetry.

® Borderland by Patrick
Quigley. Published by Bran-
don. Price £6.95.

Glory time for Leitrim

B BY SEAMUS O CAOMHANAIGH

THE SPIRIT of John Joe McGirl must have been
smiling last Sunday as Leitrim footballers finally
came in from the cold after a lifetime of defeats and
bitter disappointments and lifted aloft the JJ Nestor

Cup.

I must confess, I wasn’t
aware that any of the 1927
winning team were still
alive, but there was Tom
Gannon, the Leitrim captain
of that long lost champi-
onship, looking remarkably
fit for his years and celebrat-
ing with the best of them in
Dr Hyde Park. Those cele-
brations will have been
echoed wherever the
Leitrim diaspora have

found a home and I'm sure
nobody grudges them a sec-
ond of their day in the sun.
Ironically the Connacht
champions got the short
straw in terms of the open
draw, having to contend
with Roscommon, Galway

side to capture the title in 1927

® Leitrim captain Declan Darcy lifts the Connacht tro|

and finally Mayo so what
initially was intended to
help the weaker counties
worked against them, but
no doubt that made the
eventual victory all the
sweeter.

Now that the froth of cel-
ebration has died down a
little, in the cold light of day
it must be stated that the
Connacht Football Final was
a poor game and that's
being quite charitable, par-
ticularly as regards Mayo.
To be blunt, Mayo were
pathetic. Gifted a goal on a
silver platter courtesy of
Séamus Quinn in the open-
ing minute, any team worth
their salt should have torn

phy, with Tom Gannon, who captained

into the opposition and built
on the huge advantage
handed to them. But Mayo
looked a side rather than a
team and one very much at
odds with itself.

Leitrim were very vul-
nerable after the goal and
two or three points for
Mayo would have rocked
their morale, but as it was
Declan Darcy’s men
responded in committed if
not always accurate fashion.
Indeed, seven wides in the
first half, most of which
were from scoreable posi-
tions, will not be good
enough against the Leinster
champions on Sunday, 21
August. But as Mickey
Quinn nailed down mid-
field for Leitrim and the
Mayo forwards were stum-
bling from ineptitude to
complete inability the scores
had to come eventually, if
painfully slowly.

It was not until three
minutes before the break
that Leitrim edged in front
with a fine point from Mick-
ey Quinn, followed swiftly
by points from Liam Conlon
and Aidan Rooney to put
some daylight between the
teams, 0-6 to 1-0 at half time.
A damning scoreline in
itself for Mayo, yet still the
game was there for them if
they had the spirit for the
fight. The sad fact for the
Mayo supporters is that
their team was almost total-
ly lacking in fire or motiva-
tion for virtually the entirety
of the game.

Leitrim started the sec-
ond half like a team certain
that their hour had come.
Points by Declan Darcy and
Aidan Rooney boosted their
confidence, while a pointed
free from Mayo’s Kevin
O'Neill in reply meant that
a full 40 minutes had
elapsed before Mayo got
their first score — the goal
from Pat Fallon’s lob must
be regarded as an own goal.
Leitrim continued on their
merry way and
two points from
frees and two from
play increased the
score to 0-12 and
piled on the agony
for Jack O’Shea’s
charges, eight
points adrift some
20 minutes into the
second half.

In fairness to
Jack O’Shea his
substitutions were
successful and
Kieran McDonald
and Ronan Gold-
ing, besides scor-
ing three points
between them,
added much need-
ed punch to the
Mayo attack.
Leitrim fell back
into a defensive
mode for the last
15 minutes of the
match and during
this time failed to
score. They nearly
paid dearly for this
as the inevitable
pressure from their

the last Leitrim opponents yielded

a penalty which

eventually was punched to
the net.

With six minutes remain-
ing the Leitrim rearguard
dug in and no forward in
greed and red was going to
get through for another
goal. As the seconds ticked
away in injury time any
pacemakers in the crowd
were put under severe
strain, but finally the whis-
tle went and the Leitrim
team and their supporters
must have felt they’d
reached the promised land.
The narrow winning mar-
gin, the missed chances, the
overall poor quality of foot-
ball on view, all were irrele-
vant. The victory was theirs
and it was party time. One
young Leitrim fan remarked
in the heat of the moment
that the win “was like get-
ting the Brits out for good””.
No son, it wasn’t, but we
know how you feel.

The Galway minors
achieved a workmanlike
win over their Mayo coun-
terparts to make it a miser-
able day all round for those
sporting the green and red
colours on a scoreline of 2-
11 to 0-9. They now meet

midfield and attack to drift in
and out of a game and the
over dependence on two or
three players to really power
the Cork challenge. Admit-
tedly much of the complacen-
cy in the Corkonians will
have long evaporated by the
time the Down hordes
descend on Croke Park for
the semifinal. Cork simply
didn’t believe they could lose
against Tipperary and it
showed. And while the better
team won, anything less than
100% application and com-
mitment will be disastrous
against DJ Kane’s men on 14
August.

Billy Morgan has his
work cut out and make no
mistake, Tipperary can
take heart from their dis-
play. They showed
admirable team spirit and
dedication to the cause.
Derry Foley being a case in
point — a man who cer-
tainly wanted to get his
game! Where they fell
down was a lack of a coor-
dinated, sustained effort;
playing in fits and starts,
however brilliant, doesn’t
usually do the business
and failing to take vital
chances never does. But if

Wexford or Dublin in the this Tipperary squad can
semifinal. stay together and profit
The Munster Football from their two Munster
Final in Pairc Ui Chaoimh final appearances there
was played in bright sun- could be interesting times
shine before a very meagre ahead in the deep south.
crowd in contrast to the Meanwhile, for the next
packed terraces and drizzle  few weeks, Billy Morgan
in Dr Hyde Park. Cork will be having some rest-
found it difficult enough to  less nights.
shake off a determined Tip- As expected, the Kerry
perary side but they always  minors beat a lively Clare
seemed capable of stepping  outfit in the curtain-raiser,
up a gear whenever real but they were relieved in the
danger threatened. Cork end to emerge the victors on a
scored 2-19 to Tipp’s 3-9 2-11 to 3-5 scoreline. Overall
and while an impressive though they deserved their
total they owed a large debt ~ win and now face Armagh in
to Colin Corkery, who what promises to be a cracker
scored nine points from of a semifinal. .
frees and open play. I sus- Next Sunday sees the
pect that if Corkery and GAA equivalent of High
John O'Driscoll can be con-  Noon take place when
tained, Cork would struggle ~Meath and Dublin battle it
badly. out once again for suprema-
As Billy Morgan had visit- ¢y in Leinster — ‘battle’ def-
ed Clones, Peter McGrath initely being the operative
was in Cork and he will have ~ word. Football isn’t a matter
noted the frailties in the Cork  of life or death, it will just
defensive set up. There is a seem that way in Croke
tendency of key players in Park on 31 July.
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Cumhacht do na cathaoirligh

AIDIN DE DOMHNAIGH seo caite caithfidh mé admhail
gur chuma liom ann n6 as do Chomhfhégra Shréid Down-
ing. Bhi mé ar an mhétarbhealach ag tarraingt ar Thir Eoghain ar
leath i ndiaidh a sé ar mo bhealach ar chomhdhdil Shinn Féin i
dTir Chonaill ach bhf mé réthuirseach le bheith buartha faoi

imeachtaf stairiiila an lae.
Chonacthas go raibh férsaf na
corbine réthuirseach fosta mar cé
go ndeachaigh muid thart leis an
iliomad beairic sular bhain muid
Tir Chonaill amach nf fhaca muid
duine ar bith acu ar an talamh. Nf
shilim go dtiocfadh siad amach fii
d4 mbeadh Che Guevara féin ar a
bhealach go dtf an chomhdhéil.

Ach mé bhi férsaf na him-
pireachta ina gcodladh niorbh
amhlaidh do na gardaf. Caithfidh
gur chuala siad an seanfhocal
faoin éan luath mar bhf siad ag
stopadh achan duine.

Ach nf na gardai amhéin a bhi
ag stopadh achan duine. Ar mo
bhealach isteach sa chomhdhéil
stop fear le suaitheantas buf
‘slandéla’ mé.

3 o k
@ “Diiirt bean liom go nddirt...”

“Cé thusa?” arsa sé liom.

“Is mise do dhearthéir! T4
muid sa teach céanna le 30 bliana
anuas,” a duirt mé.

“Nil mé ach ag déanamh cinnte
de,” a d’fhreagair sé agus thug sé
cérta dearg cuairteora dom.

Shitil mé isteach sa halla agus
bhf mé dallta lithreach ag soilse
méra lucht na teilifise. Bhi an 4it
mar a bheadh seit Hollywood ann.

Bhi Anne Speed ina cathaoir-
leach ar an chéad sheisitin den 14.
T4 siil agam go mbionn sf chomh
crua ar shaoistf Bhaile Atha Cliath
ina hobair mar oifigeach ceardchu-
mainn agus a bhi sf linn.

Chuir an réalt teilifise
Mheiriced agus uachtaran Shinn
Féin Gerry Ad tds le héraidi

3 TaTs R i ]

an lae. Rith sé liom go raibh sé ais-
teach guth Gerry féin a chluinsint
in ionad guth aisteora.

Nuair a d’fh6gair Anne Speed i
ndiaidh na héréide go raibh ar na
medin imeacht thdinig mo
dhearthéir as an roinn slindala ag
amharc go géar orm. Ba soiléir go
raibh sé ag smaoineamh ar chéir
d6 lucht AP/RN a chur amach leis
na medin eile. Sa deireadh
shocraigh sé nach raibh muid ag
déanamh dochair don streachailt
d’aonturas agus nior iarr sé orainn
imeacht.

hi failte mhér roimh an sos

don 16n tar éis an chéid seistin
mar gheall ar an teas millteanach
sa halla. Shocraigh na cértai buf
aer ur a ligean isteach agus
d’oscail siad doras amhdin don
seisitin trdthnéna.

Bhi Seidn MacManus sa
chathaoir don seisitin seo. Seisitin
ceithre uair a chloig a bhi ann a
phléigh leis na trf phriomhriin ar
dhearcadh Shinn Féin maidir leis
an chomhfhégra daménta.

Mar a tharlaionn ar 6cidi mar
seo bhi daoine ann a bhi daing-
nithe de go raibh siad chun a seo-
da féin a chur os 4r gcomhair is
cuma mé bhain siad leis an dbhar
a bhi idir caménaibh. Amanna ba
mhian liom go mbeadh na
cumbhachtaf céanna ag cathaoirligh
s’againne agus a bhfonn ag
laithreoiri se6chluichi i Meiriced
chun trapdhoras a oscailt faoi na
cainteoirf mé t4 siad ag dul thar
f6ir.

T4 barraiocht cainteoirf le lua
anseo ach t4 moladh tuillte ag cuid
acu: Jim McAllister a thug roinnt
grinn isteach san imeacht; Barry

@ GEAROID Mac LOCHLAINN

McEIduff a rinne cion fir le
faoiseamh a thabhairt don lucht
éisteachta; Michedl Mac Donncha,
is ea eagarth6ir s’againne ach td
mé ag iarraidh bheith macénta
anseo, as a iarrachtai chun an
chomhdh4il a chur ina
chomhthéacs stairitil i mbeagan
focal; Joe Austin as bréaga a insint,
ach bhf an insint maith i gcénaf;
Denis Donaldson as na mothuithe
a chur sé in 6rédid s’aige ar na
haontachtéiri; Mary Nelis as an
halla a mhiiscailt aris.

T4 cipla duine eile agus té
obair de dhith orthu ar a stil
éraidiochta: Gerry McLochlainn,
tiis maith ach b’fhearr gan dul thar
an chéad uair a chloig, t4 todhchaf
aige; Martin McGovern, nil an
scéal ‘cad é mar a bhain mé an
streachailt i gceardchumainn gan
chuiditi 6 phoblachtéirf na hEire-
ann’ snasta go leor go f6ill; Jim
Gibney, is soiléir go bhfuil Jim ag
streachailt chun uasphointe
Bodenstown ‘92 a bhaint amach
aris.

Ar ndé6igh rinne Joe Cahill iar-
racht s’aige chun an cruinnii a
hijeacéil ar fad ar mhaithe le
hairgead. Rogha aisteach ar fad é
chun bronnadh a dhéanamh.

Nuair a labhair Pat Treanor a
goineadh in ionsaf de chuid an
IRA ar na péis coicis 6 shin rinne
mé néta gan dul abhaile tri Thir
Eoghain ar eagla go gcuirfeadh
carr lan le Sinn Féinithe barraiocht
cathi ar na hOglaigh ansin.

Nuair a glacadh leis na riin ar
fad bhf bufochas ar chich nuair a
d’fhégair Sedn MacManus go
raibh na medin ag teacht ar ais
agus go mbeadh Gerry Adams,
Lucilita Bhreathnach agus Martin
McGuinness ag druidim na
comhdhala.

Chriochnaigh an chomhdhiil le
bualadh bos don uachtaran agus
cé go raibh diosp6ireacht stairitil i
ndiaidh criochni creidim go raibh
iarracht mhér den fhaoiseamh go
raibh obair an lae fhada
criochnaithe.

(GRUPAI IN AMHRAS
FAOI ATHBHREITHNIU
COTHROMAIOCHTA

TA GRUPAI cearta sibhialta sna S¢ Chontae in amhras gur
féidir leis an L4raonad do Chaidreamh Comhphobal (LCC)
dul i mbun an athbhreithniti neamhspleach ar reachtafocht ar
chothromaiocht san fhostaiocht ata geallta ag rialtas na Breataine

D’fhégair rial6ir direach na Sé
Chontae Patrick Mayhew an
tseachtain seo caite go raibh an
rialtas Briotanach leis an Acht do
Chothromafocht san Fhostafocht
1989 a mheas.

Gheall sé fosta go mbeadh an

rialtas ag amharc ar mhiostiir eile
a bhain le cothromaiocht —
oideachas, traenil agus cruthi
postanna.

Diiirt urlabhraf 6n Choiste do
Riarachédn na Céra (CRC) gur
chuir siad féilte roimh an fhaill “le

teip na reachtaiochta agus polasaf
reatha a leigheasadh”.

Diirt Maggie Beirne gur aon-
taigh an CRC gur chéir go mbeadh
an t-athbhreithnid leitheadach
agus go mbeadh an CRC ag cur
tuairisce faoi bhraid an LCC.

Duiirt Beirne &fach go raibh an
CRC buartha faoi larfhécas an
athbhreithniti agus faoi cé chomh
neamhspleach agus a bheidh sé.

“Caithfidh an larfhécas cinntit
an bhfuil laghdd mér san
éagothromaiocht idir an dé4
phobal.

“Le seo a dhéanamh caithfidh
cibé athruithe a tharla a scradd,
cad iad na hathruithe atd de dhith
go f6ill, cad iad na riin atd ag an
rialtas leis na hathruithe a
dhéanamh, agus cad é an clir ama
atd acu.”

hi Beirne in amhras faoi

neamhspleéchas an LCC chun
At bhre b A dh h
Chuir sf sios ar an LCC mar “roinn
rialtais gan go leor acmhainn{ agus
barraiocht oibre”.

Drionsaigh an griipa as Doire an
Tionscnamh do Thaighde Polasai
(TTP) na moltai don athbhreithnii
ag ré go raibh siad “uireasach”.

Driirt ionadai an TTP Dessie Bak-
er nér leor cumhachtaf tira don LCC.

“’B’fhearr i bhfad d’aonaid
thaighde idirndisitinta agus
neamhspledcha chun an reach-
taiocht reatha a mheas,” arsa sé.

An mhf seo caite shoiléirigh
tuairisc do rialtas na Breataine de
chuid an Choimisitin do Chothro-
maiocht san Fhostaiocht go raibh
difhostaiocht i measc Caitliceach
go f6ill an d4 oiread nios airde n
mar atéd sé i measc Protastinach.

D’admbhaigh an tuairisc nach
ndearn na hathruithe a rinneadh
go dtf seo méran “le Caitlicigh a
thégéil suas go dti n6 chun tosaigh
ar a ionadafocht sa daonra atd
gniomhach go heacnamuiil”.

I bhfocail eile t4 fo-ionadafocht
de Chaitlicigh go f6ill san fhérsa
oibre agus leanann le hidirdheald
in aghaidh Caitliceach san
fhostaiocht agus mar sin t4 teipthe
ar reachtafocht rialtas na Breataine
do chothromafocht.

Ddirt urlabhraf Shinn Féin
Gearbid O hEara go gcaithfidh an
t-athbhreithnid bheith “neamh-
spledch agus oibiachtiil. Nil an
LCC ceachtar den d4 rud seo.

“’Mura bpléann an tuairisc le
réadiilacht an idirdhealaithe beidh
sé soiléir do chich nach bhfuil an
toil pholaitigil ann leis na
hathruithe cuf a dhéanamh.”

Féile an Phobail ag
teannadh linn

EOLADH AN CLAR d’Fhéile an Phobail larthar Bhéal Feirste
‘94 i gCultirlann Mhac Adaim/O Fiaich, Déardaoin seo caite,

21 Iail.
Drfhégair urlabhrai choiste na féile
Deirdre Mac Manas go bhfuil iar-
racht mhér déanta ag an choiste le
clar na bliana seo a fheabhsd. Ta
an coiste ag scaipeadh 20,000 c6ip
de na clair saor in aisce ar fud
iarthar Bhéal Feirste agus nios
faide anonn.

Seo an seachti bliain d'Fhéile

an Phobail agus anois t4 sé ar an
fhéile comhphobail is mé in
Eirinn. T4 an eacht seo déanta
d‘ainneoin go bhfuil an fhéile
eagraithe ar bhonn deonach. Diirt
Mac Manas go bhfuil siil ag an
choiste go n-aithneofar a iarrachtaf
agus gniomhacha amach anseo
agus go bhfaighfidh an féile cuid

den airgeadu a séantar d6 faoi
lathair.

T4 réimse leathan d’imeachtai
beartaithe d’fhéile na bliana seo.
Beidh ceol, dramai, craic, sitl6idi,
coisirf agus imeachtai spéirt de
gach sért agus criochnéidh achan
oiche leis an “Mhasla Deireanach’
i gCnoc na Foinse.

I mbliana beidh cuid mhér
imeachtaf ag dirid ar na 25 bliana
deireanacha 6 thdinig saighdidirf
na Breataine ar shrdideanna na Sé
Chontae. Ni ag amharc siar
amhdin a bheidh na himeachtaf
seo mar beidh neart cainte faoin
todhchai.

Ach is ceiliiradh Féile an
Phobeail thar rud ar bith eile agus
beidh rud éigin ann do chiach. Go
raibh craic mhaith agat.

? £
® Ag siiil leis an chraic - buachaill{ ag lai

nsedil clir na Féile
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The threat of good example

B BY DARA Mac NEILL

LAST YEAR, officials of Cuba’s education system were

ATrid to launch a Telethon-

type appeal in order to acquire

< badly-needed items — Pens, pencils and notebooks
certai® 's children were returning to school and even thm:anhsi

o0 e imp
basic 7 e that bad.
989 and 1992, Cuba’s
. 4] income dropped by an
nation e 45%. Obviously, that
L‘W::\.uc‘h to do with the collapse
he Soviet Union and the conse-
i t loss of aid from (and trade
the Eastern Bloc. Since 1960,
4 had acted not so much
for a fundamentally
- Pmpmmy, but as a cushion

ved eco" :
:::mq the US-imposed economic

ckade.
N‘:::gcr the terms of the block-
ade — the US politely refers to it
a¢ an embargo — 1o US compa-
nies Of their subsidiaries can do
business in OF with Cuba. In addi-
tion, all exports and imports to
and from the island are prohibit-
ed. So rigorous are its terms that,
guring the Bush administration, a
s citizen who ran chartered fish-
ing trips into Cuban waters was
successfully pmsecuted

No such sanctions were ever
imposed on, for example, the
Apartheid regime in South Africa.
In fact the US opposed the imposi-
tion of sanctions on South Africa
right up to the mid 1980s. The dif-
ference between the two is simple.
US corporations made a lot of
money out of Apartheid. Equally,
for several decades, South Africa
acted as the West's “anti-commu-
nist” bulwark in southern Africa.
And a very effective bulwark they
proved too. Just ask the people of
Angolz, Namibia or Mozambique.

In Cuba meanwhile, US busi-
ness was prevented from sending
forth its dollars to multiply after
1960, when they were unceremo-

petween 1

o

ements of learning were in short supply on the island

niously ejected from the island
and their companies nationalised
Equa!ly, for three decades Cuba
provided aid to a number of
national liberation movements
around the world. In the mid ‘80s
the intervention of Cuban forces
bolpod repulse a South African
invasion of Angola — the first
time the Boer Army had been
defeated in battle.

approved. The Cubans refused.
Enter the Soviet Union.

. When Soviet oil began to arrive
in Havana, US oil installations
were ordered not to touch it. They
acceded to the State Department
request and Castro responded by
nationalising them. By September,
1959, some $1 billion worth of US
owned companies had been
nationalised. That included
approximately one million acres of
land which had been owned by
three major US fruit companies.
Much of that land was redistribut-
ed. Prior to the revolution, US
companies had owned 80% of
Cuba’s mines, refineries and
ranches; 40% of the sugar industry

—
and 50% of the public railways. Castro’s life. The methods
Following the ignominious fail- employed ranged from the absurd

ure of the Bay of Pigs, the US
resorted to more subtle methods
to oust Castro. By late 1962 the
economic blockade was fully in
place. This strategy was comple-
mented by the use of covert, mili-
tary and economic terrorism.
Arms and mercenaries were dis-
patched almost weekly to Cuba.
Crops ready for harvest were
burnt, while harvested crops
ready for export were poisoned.
Factories and machinery were sab-
otaged and bombs planted in
Havana. In 1971 a CIA operative
introduced the African swine fever
virus to the island, with the result
that 500,000 pigs had to be slaugh-
tered.

Under the auspices of Opera-
tion Mongoose, as it was known,
several attempts were made on

And of course, in 1961,
Cuba itself repulsed a US
invasion of the island —
via a ClA-trained proxy
army — which landed,
appropriately enough, at
the Bay of Pigs. The much-
planned invasion was
defeated in a humiliating
72 hours. The invasion
plan had been set up in
early 1959, shortly after
the triumph of the revolu-
tion. The initial proposal
was made by then Vice
President, Tricky Dick
Nixon. He lived to see his
dream made nightmarish
in the hands of the Great
White Liberal, John F
Kennedy.

ight from the outset,

Cuba has faced an
uphill battle. In 1959,
needing money to finance
its ambitious programmes,
it app-roached the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. The
US-dominated organisa-
tion attached strict condi-
tions to any loan

to the outwardly ludicrous. One
plot involved the use of a pen
loaded with poison ink. Another,
sensing that Castro’s popularity
lay with his macho image,
involved the dispatch of a chemi-
cal which would have caused his
beard to fall out. Perhaps the most
slapstick of all was an attempt to
kill Castro through the use of an
exploding cigar.

o other country in the

world had been subject to
the same sort of unremitting
assault. And yet, throughout
Latin America, large numbers of
people have disregarded the
black propaganda. In August
1993, for example, Castro visited
Bolivia, a desperately poor soci-
ety. He was much as the
Brazilian soccer team of 1994
were greeted upon their return
home. Literally, hundreds of
thousands of Latin America’s
poorest turned out to cheer. No
doubt some of that number
would have disagreed with some
of Castro’s policies, others with
all of them. That misses the
point. What Cuba and Castro
represent throughout Latin
America is a gigantic two-fin-
gered salute to US desires of
hegemony in the region.

Today, in 1994, the US is still
debating the issue of universal
health care. Cuba had it 30 years
ago. In fact, it offers better medical
care to its citizens than any other
country in Latin America. Statistics
like that remind people all over the
region that the two-fingered salute
to rule by multinationals and the US
State Department which Cuba repre-
sents, is more real than metaphori-
cal.

The threat posed by Cuba is the
most fundamental threat of all. It
is simply the threat of good exam-
ple. It is a miracle they have sur-
vived so far. It is necessary that
they continue to do so.

tion (if yet another were need-
ed) of the basically predatory
in‘d parasitic nature of the
British state. Instead of work-
Ing towards parity of esteem
and recognition of the fact that
the Six-LCounty statelet cannot
maintain its present form with-
Out nationalist consent and
that in reality the present 100%
loyalist ethos of that statelet
zxsqujljﬁa the total humilia-

on of the nationalist le
k{y.strippil\g them of mpmw
Citizenship. It will be said, of
course, that even without Arti-
de2 daiming jurisdiction over
the whole island the Déil could
stilllegislate to extend citizen-
ship to those already in posses-
sion of it, but without the
territorial claim their descen-
dents have no such right or
Buarantee,

Itamazes me when I hear

the audacity of the British to

picked up some of the filth of
the British Empire, but whatev-
er happens when real talks
eventually do begin | have no
doubt that the inevitability of
the historical process will be
the overriding factor and all
Britain’s threats and death
squads will be swept aside like
some ancient rubbish.
Padraig O Choill,

Baile Atha Cliath 15.

Molyneaux right

on Kuwait
A Chairde,

Mr Molyneaux is perfectly
right to compare Northern Ire-
land to Kuwait. f

Kuwait was an invenl;‘on
by imperial powers whid
Ct))’uld':ul hu,:i all the Middle
East territory they wanted and
therefore receded into corners

Letters to: Th

Mayhew

misinformed
A Chairde,

During Parliamentary
Question Time at Westminster
on 14 July, the Northern Ire-
land Secretary of State
declared “we have the tough-
est Fair Employment Legisla-
tion in Europe”,

Sir Patrick Mayhew is seri-
ously misinformed, On 22
April 1994, the European Par-
liament (with only lan Paisley
dissenting) adopted a Resolu-
tion on Discrimination in
employment in Northern Ire-
land, which was unreported by
virtually all sections of the
media in Ireland.

ing legislation be assessed by
independent and international
research units;

4. Expressed the opinion
that effective implementation
of anti-discrimination legisla-
tion would contribute to the
achievement of a peaceful set-
tlement to the conflict;

The case for independent
review of the legislation is
unanswerable, and has most
recently been endorsed by the
Hon Alan G Hevesi,
Comptroller of New York City;
Sean Farren, the SDLP Fair
Employment spokesperson;
and Kevin McNamara, Labour
Party spokesperson on North-
erm Ireland.

Sir Patrick Mayhew should
now request the European Par-
liament to urgently undertake
an ind; dent review, and

Whilst acknowledging that
current Fair Employment legis-
lation is, technically, of a very

¥
make recommendations for
amendment and operation of

Bombings

A Chairde,

The right to truth must be
recognised as a basic human
right alongside the right to life.
Central to this right is the
acknowledgement by the State
of its responsibility in instances
of the use of harassment and
lethal force. Once the right to
truth is acknowledged there
can be debate around the use
of amnesty for state forces
guilty of murder, torture and
harassment, but the right to
truth itself is inviolable. British
forces have been guilty on a
continuous basis in the Six
Counties. Instances which
spring to mind are Derry, the
shoot-to-kill policy investigat-
ed by Stalker, Gibraltar and the

M4la Poist... Méla Poist... Mala Poist... Mala Poist... Méala Poist...
Predato ask for decontamination peri-  and set up unchangeable high order, the E: Par-  the legislation, in order tosup-  lethal force is to close their
. ods before talks can take place.  regimes favourable to their liament noted that: port the claim that it is, indeed,  eyes. They don’t want to con-
British state Since it would be impossible to  interests. Such newly created LIn20yearsithasnotpro-  “the toughest fair employment  template the unpleasantess.
. wash away the blood of the states, drawn across natural duced any sub: legislation in Europe”. After that they tend to blame
R Chzile,} yer millions of murders the British ethnic and relig itories,  impl intheemploy-  Oliver Kearney, the victims, they said; “they
¥ tpamariag how Bt state has committed all over were undemocraticand could  ment of Northem Irish Hon Secretary must have been up to some-
ministers cannot hide their the globe, and of the countless ot be made democratic by any Catholics; to Equality. thing”. It is only by the State’s
pooked gatures, eyeawhen s millions <;f lives stifled under normal evolutionary process. 2. Regretted the failure to 9 3 admission of the truth that fear
rtice for them to do s, Pad- o 0T U umethat The parallel with Northern  set goals and timetables for the : can be removed and justice
dy Mayhew's -(v'e Sinn Féin%w would like  Ireland, as Mr Molyneaux reduction of the unemploy- Dublin & done.
remarks/demands, published 'wbs“ 4 ecumami{\aled- No points out, is too close to miss. ment differentials which exist; M h T the canc off the Endiiid
on18July, area good illustra- 4y e Jrish people have Des Wilson. 3. Recommended that exist- onag an and Monaghan bombings, the
truth has been known for

twenty years to both the
authorities in Dublin and Lon-
don. The deaths of these vic-
tims brought an end to their
lives but not an end to their
identity. The dead have a right
to a dignified ideatity which
will be remembered. The con-
spiracy of silence remains and
is shared by our national
Broadcasting Authority, RTE,
which has refused to rebroad-
cast the Yorkshire TV docu-
mentary “Hidden Hand — The
Forgotten Massacre” which
clearly and unequivocally
implicates the British authori-
ties in this mass murder. To
whom then do the relatives
turn in their search for justice’
Hugo V Flinn,

N

Caraheaboath the  New
many. ke tkennedy,‘
Peoples’ reaction to state County Wicklow.

e Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.
PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT
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MARCHERARHY sui1ath AUS

JOIN
SLNN
FEIN

republic.

Square, Dublin 1.

If you would like to join Sinn
Féin fill in the form below and
send it to Sinn Féin, 44 Parnell

SINN FEIN is dedicated to forcing
a British withdrawal from the occu-
pied Six Counties, the reunification
of our country and the establish-
ment of a democratic socialist

NI e e e

Address .......coo..

O'Connell Bridge, DUBLIN

Imeachtai

BALLYMURPHY SEVEN PICK-
ET: Every Saturday, 2-4pm,

July, Darndale Roundabout and
march to Balgriffin Cemetery,
DUBLIN. Prominent speaker.

COMMEMORATION: Volunteer
Pat Cannon Commemoration.
Assemble 2.30pm, Saturday, 30

COMMEMORATION: Volunteer
Kevin Lynch Commemoration.
Assemble 2.30, Sunday, 31 July,
Dungiven Chapel Car Park, DUN-
GIVEN, County Derry. Followed
by parade. Prominent speaker

bridge, DUBLIN.

PICKET: International day of
action in support of the Ballmur-
phy Seven. 12-2pm, Tuesday, 2
August, British Embassy, Balls-

MARCH AND RALLY: 25th
Anniversary of Troop Deploy-
ment. 11.30, Sunday, 7 August,
BLACKMILL, Scotland

% PREMIUM

QUALITY
% 100% COTTON

% HIGH QUALITY % ONLY £6.50

Now available from:
An Phoblacht/Republican News
58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1 Tel: 8733611
When ordering please include postage and packaging

% TWO COLOUR
% ALL ADULT

SIZES

I nDil Chuimhne

BRADLEY, Séamus; CASSIDY,
Séamus; DAVISON, Brendan;
TOLAN, Tommy. In proud and
loving memory of Volunteers
Séamus Bradley (died 31 July
1972), Séamus Cassidy (died 28
July 1972), Brendan Davison
(died 25 July 1988) and Tommy
Tolan (died 27 July 1977).
“They may kill the revolution-
ary but never the revolution.”
— Che Guevara. Always
remembered by their friends
and comrades in the Republican
Movement.

CASSIDY, Séamus (22nd Ann).
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Séamus Cassidy,
who died on 28 July 1972. Ire-
land unfree shall never be at
peace. Always remembered by
his brother Paul and wife and
family.

CASSIDY, Séamus (22nd Ann).
In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Séamus Cassidy who
died on 28 July 1972. Always
remembered by the Cassidy
family and entire family circle,
DAVISON, Brendan (6th Ann),
In loving memory of my son
Brendan, who was murdered at
his home by British agents
wearing RUC uniforms on 25
July 1988. A loving son cut
down by those who know noth-
ing about the great love and
determination we hold for a
peaceful united country once
again. Always in my thoughts,
never far away. Always remem-
bered by his loving father
Harold.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In loving memory of
my brother Brendan, who was
murdered on 25 July 1988. You
left us quietly without goodbye
but memories of you will never
die. Go dtuga dia suaimhneas
sforaf d'a anam. Missed and

remembered always by his
brother Billy, sister-in-law
Theresa and family, Twinbrook.
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In loving memory of
my dear brother, Volunteer
Brendan Davidson. RIP. Never
more than a thought away,

remembered by Joe and
Jacquline O'Donnell and family.
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh Na hEireann, who was
murdered on 25 July 1988 by
1 A

loved and r bered every-
day, still sadly missed by his
brother Jimmy, Katrina and
family.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of my brother, who
died on 25 July 1988. We hold
you close within our hearts and
there you will remain, to walk
with us throughout our lives
until we meet again, so rest in
peace dear Brendan and thanks
for all you done, we pray that
God has given you the crown
you've truly won. Our lady of
Knock pray for him, Always
remembered by his loving
brother Brian, wife Rita and Bri-
an 6g.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann), In proud and loving
memory of Big Ruby, who was
murdered by UDA/RUC on 25
July 1988. Mary Queen of the
Gael pray for him always.
Remembered by Tucker, Janet
and family,

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davison who, was murdered on
25 July 1988 for resisting British
rule in Ireland. Mary Queen of
the Gael look over him. Always
remembered by Kieran, Claire
and family.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud memory of
our friend and comrade Volun-
teer Brendan Davidson, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh Na hEireann,
who was murdered by loyalists
on 25 July 1988. Mary Queen of
the Gael pray for him. Always

y . Always
by Séamus and Josie and fami-

y.
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davison, who was murdered on
25 July 1988. Your commitment
to the struggle is an inspiration
for us all. Always remembered
by republican POWs Markets,
Lower Ormeau Road and Short
Strand.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davi

memory of Vol Brend
Davidson. Remembered with
pride by Joe, Maggie and kids.
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson. Remembered with
pride by Pat and Angie.
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan

dson. Always bered
by the Republican Movement,
Markets, Lower Ormeau, and
Short Strand Belfast.
H-BLOCK MARTYRS (13th
Ann). They are memory is for-
ever in our minds. In proud and
loving memory of the ten brave
Irishmen who gave their lives
in the fight for Irish freedom.
Our day will come. Always

Davidson. R bered with
pride by Jock and Connie.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan

bered by the Vol
Jim Lynagh RFB, Glasgow,
Scotland

TOLAN, Tommy (17th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of

Davidson. R bered with
pride by John and Bernie,
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson, Remembered with
pride by Alec and Ann Marie,
DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson. Remembered with
pride by Sam, Terry and Katrio-
nia.

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson. Remembered with
pride by Frankie Brogan and
family,

DAVISON, (Ruby) Brendan
(6th Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Brendan
Davidson. Remembered with
pride by Sinéad and Danny.

Vol Tommy Tolan, who
was murdered by the Workers'
Party on 27 July 1977. Always
remembered by Hilary, Jean
and family.

WOODS, Séamus (6th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Séamus Woods, East
Tyrone Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who died on active
service on 7 July 1988 at
Pomeroy Barracks, From your
friends Oliver, Siobhdn and
family.

WOODS, Séamus (6th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Séamus Woods, East
Tyrone Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who died on active
service on the 7 July 1988 at
Pomeroy Barracks. He lived as
he died, a brave and dedicated
republican who inspired many,
Séamus Woods we salute you.

From your friends and com-
rades. Kevin and Niall, Magilli-
gan Jail, Derry.

WOODS, Séamus (6th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Séamus Woods, East
Tyrone Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who died on active
service on the 7 July 1988 at
Pomeroy Barracks. From your
friends and comrades Anthony
and Dominic Murphy, YDC
and Crumlin Road.

Comhbhrén

GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher on the death of his
mother. From his friends and
comrades in Portlaoise Prison.
GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher and family on the death
of his mother. From John
McBride and Pearse McCauley,
Portlaoise Prison.
GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher and family on the death
of his mother. From Gerry, Ter-
riand Amy.

GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher and family on the death
of his mother. From Jim, Matt,
Anto, Paudge, Ciardn and
Andy, Portlaoise Prison,
GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher and family on the death
of his mother. From Paul and
Mary Mooney.

GALLAGHER. Deepest sympa-
thy is extended to Owen Gal-
lagher and family on the death
of his mother. From the
McCabe/Quigley Sinn Féin
Cumann, Ballymun, Dublin,
HEANEY. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Tony Heaney and
family on the death of his
brother. From John Crawley,

John McBride,
Prison.
HEANEY. Deepest sympathy is
2xtended to Tony Heaney and
fenily on the death of his
brother Denis. From his friends
and comrades in Portlaoise
Prison.

Portlaoise

’
Beannachtai
KANE. Belated birthday greet-
ings to Pamela (Limerick Jail).
From her father, mother, broth-
ers and sisters; From uncle

Austin and family.

MURPHY. Happy 21st birth-
day Dominic (Crumlin Road
Jail) from Conor and the girls
from the top country. Keep
your head up.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Liam
(Long Kesh). From Eugene,
Donegal; From Patsy Castled-
erg, Aghyaron.

,
Buiochas
MANY THANKS to everyone
who contributed to our summer
raffle draw, also Shannon’s.
Tiocfaidh Ar L4. From the Vol-
unteer Jim Lynagh RFB, Glas-

gow, Scotland.

THE TYRONE POW depart-
ment would like to take this
Opportunity to thank all those
who helped organise and all
those who took part in the
sponsored walk on 13 July. A
special thanks to the women
Wwho made tea and sandwiches
for the walkers on their arrival
to Galbally. Now begins the
gruelling task of gathering in
Sponsor sheets. Filled in or not
could they please return it with
money as soon as possible to
Tyrone POW Department, 60
Irish Street, Dungannon. Tel:
753311. See you all next year.
Go raibh maith agaibh, Paula
McElduff (Runaf).
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ading about !his v 31 k
ase in criminal @ Defender of law and order Garda
nmviolﬂ and (_?erard Bowen does his bit to boost crime
bthld a prime figures, by carrying out an unprovoked
foun! assault on a 74-year-old woman

of the sort
cﬁ"::ies,niim which gives Limerick such a bad name. A
:amm had been awardefl the‘ princely sum of £5,000 plus
custs and expenses in Lu.nenck District Court after she
prought 2 civil action against a Shannon-based garda for
t.
152’:““ Gerard Bowen of Cahirdavin Heights, Limer-
ick, grabbed 74-year-old Delia Kennedy so hard that
her arm turned black and blue, the court heard, in an
unprovoked assault when she refused to allow him
into her home to speak to her daughter, his separated
ex-wife.

Delia Kennedy took the civil action after the Garda
Complaints Board and the DPP decided to take no action
against the guilty party. There are few republicans who
don't have a similar Pontius Pilate letter from the less
than zealous Garda Complaints Board.

USPECT DEVICES wish-

es the Special Branch
well in their new Garda
Federation, formed in a sulk
after not getting their own
way in the Garda Represen-
tative Association.

Hopefully the new organi-
sation will not have to be as

closely monitored by under-
cover cops as are the activities
of other representative bod-
ies, like trade unions.

At least if there was a
need to spy on themselves,
the infiltrators would not
need to worry about stand-
ing out as cops.

USPECT DEVICES was very interested in former Six-

County ‘Security” Minister Michael Mates’ call on Ger-
ry Adams to resign as president of Sinn Féin following
the Letterkenny conference.

I suppose it's comforting to know that Mates is con-
cemed that Sinn Féin should have a capable hand on
the tiller, but I just have one question. Who does Mates
think should replace Adams?
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We hope that whoever Michael decides to back is more
successful than his last leadership candidate.
Michael Heseltine couldn’t even beat John Major!

UN-TOTING
BRITISH MPs have
succeeded in their struggle
to extend their rifle range
in the cellars at Westmin-
ster. Low-calibre, trendy,

liberal and lefty types had
wanted the space for a chil-
dren’s day-care centre, but
they were comfortably out-
gunned by the shooting
club lobby.

—_—
ernment is of the death

Britain shows clearly just : e d
4 squads and their activities.

how tolerant the British gov-

N OFFICIAL UNIONIST councillor and member of
AArds Council for the past 15 years who is accused of
trying to burn down a pensioner’s house has been granted
bail by Belfast High Court.

Stanley McCoy (43) from Fresham Road, Newtownards,
together with 30-year-old Brian Cecil Pallemon,'of Bl:oom-
field Court, Newtownards, are accused of setting fire to
the home of an elderly town resident in the early hours of

uly. :

% IA c);own lawyer said firelighters were .diuovered light-
ing against the door of the man’s house in Church Street,
but they were dealt with before any serious damage was
done. The 77-year-old male occupant was found aslee? in
bed. Counsel added that an attendant at a local all-night

garage had identified the accused as h.aving bo.ught fire-
lighters about half-an-hour before the fire was discovered.

When the RUC went to Councillor McCoy’s hous-e,
they found some similar firelighters had been burnt in
the grate. The court was also told that when arrested,
both men denied setting fire to lhf door and said they

d being at the

had been i icated. P.

garage with McCoy, but McCoy denied being out of the

house.

The lawyer said that Patterson alleged to the RUC that
he had been assaulted the previous day by a man who
lived next door to the pensioner. It is believed that this
may have given him a motive, and in his drunken condi-
tion, he went to the wrong house.

The judge released each man on bail totalling £1,500 on
condition that they did not enter licensed premises and

reported weekly to the RUC.

Ned

PEAKING of

Democratic

d peace paig;

Left Councillor Christy Gorman, prominent in New
Con§enuus and Peace Train groups in Navan, is also a
leading light in the campaign to remove all Travellers

from the town.

This will not particularly please party colleague and
TD Liz McManus, who is the chairperson of the Task
Force on the Travelling Community, set up by Dublin’s
Minister for Equality and Law Reform, Mervyn Taylor.

THE UDA STILL remains
legal in Britain and the
British government’s deci-
sion not to proscribe the loy-
alist terror group has
allowed the organisation to
strengthen its support by
recruiting a network of sup-
porters in England, Scotland
and Wales.

The UDA is also said to
have increased its activity in
Britain, which includes drug

dealing, robberies and gun-
running in order to raise
cash for its campaign of sec-
tarian murder in the Six
Counties.

An English court jailed
three men recently who
were gun-running for the
UVF from a Manchester
housing estate. This death
squad also remains legal in
Britain. The fact that both
these groups remain legal in

content of the doc-
Ument ...? What did

[The Smn Féin response
to the Downing Street
Declaration — It's so

Content? Content?
I don't co content!
I'm only interested
in AppeArances -
Presentation’
what counts’

After all, iU's such

iL? — Such a nicely
printed document !

That's

IC'S a common
problem-- ..

ND FINALLY, Kerry-

man columnist Mick
McConnell had a bit of fun
last week at the threats, real
or perceived, which have
resulted in cancellations of
Six-County gigs by the likes
of Daniel O’Donnell and
Dickie Rock.

Being something of a
music-lover, McConnell is
not a fan of either singer, but
if loyalist murder gangs are
seriously against these per-
formers, he has a wonderful
idea in sensory deprivation
tactics for the crown forces
to experiment with on the
Orange hordes.

“If it’s true that Daniel
O’Donnell’s singing is so
painful to loyalist ears that
they are threatening to kill
him,”” he wrote, “’it could

prove to be a two-edged
sword and yet another
weapon’’ for the crown
forces.

He continued: “Loyalist
suspects could be chained
to Walkman cassette play-
ers and played an unend-
ing diet of Daniel
O’Donnell. Before long, the
sweat would start to pop
out on their foreheads and
they would start to twitch.
By the end of a few hours
they would be prepared to
sign their own death war-
rant, that is if the Court of
Human Rights did not step
in first.”

Call me a wimp if you
like, but just one dirge in
honour of Daniel’s mammy
and I'd condemn mine. Sor-
ry ma.

25 July.

uirt Siad

Updates were given occasionally by Sinn Féin’s press offi-
cer, Rita O’Hare, who tried to calm the impatient journal-
ists who came from as far away as Japan, among them
Nasu Shoichi, a correspondent for Tokyo's largest newspa-
per, The Yomiuri Shimbun. Even in Tokyo people were
monitoring Sinn Féin's response to the Downing Street
Declaration. — Tim Ryan in the Irish Press, Monday,

Do you see that Fenian bastard. We had a piece of evi-
dence, a fingerprint, and the bastard destroyed it. —
Tongue-in-cheek account of his RUC interrogation
by wounded Sinn Féin Councillor Pat Treanor, who
addressed the Sinn Féin conference in Letterkenny.

I_(JI'S war he [Gerry Adams] wants then let's take it to
him. !I wouldn’t take long for the SAS to wipe that smirk
u[f.)us face. — Daily Star (British and Six-County
edition) editorial on the Sinn Féin conference.

Am.l the tears flowed. Some Leitrim players had tears in
their eyes at the long whistle. It was almost too good to be
true. More important even than politics. There were men
at the game, notably from the Jfootball (and republican)
stronghold of Ballinamore who would otherwise have been
at the vital Sinn Féin conference. But not yesterday, —
Co'rmac McConnell in the Irish Press following
Leitrim’s first Connacht Football Championship in
67 years, Monday, 25 July.
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Emphasising the negatives

MANY MEDIA and political

M BY LIAM O COILEAIN
commentators in their reaction

to the Sinn Féin conference last weekend were either suffer-
ing from short memories themselves or operated on the principle
that the public have short memories.

They forgot, or hoped the public
had forgotten, what republicans
and nationalists have been saying
since December. They forgot the
Sinn Féin Peace Commission
Report. Sinn Féin has been saying
for months that Britain must
change its policy, that the unionist
veto is a barrier to progress and
does not equate with the principle
of consent. Both governments also
said that no party had to accept
the declaration to be part of talks.

Whatever the reason, and it is
known that British civil servants
were painting a particularly pes-
simistic picture in briefings lead-
ing up to the conference, most of
the media’s immediate reaction to
Sinn Féin’s definitive response to
the Downing Street Declaration
was negative.

Those delegates and visitors
who attended the conference felt
that the response was measured
and positive. But although the
motions passed praised some
aspects of the declaration and
identified weaknesses elsewhere,
most of the media which had
come to the Donegal town chose
to interpret the result as an out-
right rejection of the declaration
and as a No' to the peace process.

While this mirrored the reac-
tion of British, unionist and
prounionist politicians, the more
restrained, hopeful and studied

comments of Albert Reynolds,
who saw “positive signals’” and
the SDLP’s Mark Durcan, who
spoke of the need “to keep nar-
rowing the gap between what is,
and what ought to be’’, were
hopeful signs for future develop-
ments.

The Irish Press on Monday ran
with the headline “In the Cold”,
leading off its front-page story
with the verdict that: “Sinn Féin
was facing political isolation last
night after rejecting the Downing
Street Declaration. The decision of
the party’s special convention also
dealt a major blow to the peace
process launched almost eight
months ago by the two govern-
ments.”

The Irish Times’ Northern Edi-
tor, Dick Grogan, wrote that Gerry
Adams had taken over 2,000
words “'to deliver the verdict
summed up on the walls of West
Belfast months ago: ‘Promising
work, shows an improving grasp
of the subject — but must try
harder”.” Choosing to ignore the
gains made by nationalist Ireland
in the past year, Grogan described
the conference as “pointless”” and
the attitudes of republicans as
“fundamentalist”’. This was how
he interpreted Sinn Féin’s rejection
of the unionist power of veto over
British policy and ultimately over
any change in the status quo. He

was dismissive of Sinn Féin’s com-
mitment to the Irish Peace Initia-
tive, describing it as “a power play
which has long ceased to mean
anything, but suffering and revul-
sion to the broad mass of people
on this island”.

his attitude was not echoed in

the Irish News, the main
nationalist daily in the Six Coun-
ties, which offered a more studied
response. Its editorial stated that
the easy conclusion would be that
the declaration had failed. Com-
menting on the upbeat tone of
Gerry Adams’ speech, it felt that
this was “’not the language of a
political leader intent on torpedo-
ing the declaration”.

The paper conclued that “the
peace process continues’’ and
expressed the hope of nationalists
that this process remains “the best
chance of peace in 25 years”.

But in the 26 Counties the
downbeat reaction gave other
columnists the chance to indulge
in vitriolic abuse. Fintan O'Toole
in the Irish Times on Tuesday even
equated republicans with rapists
in a sick analogy on the
consent/veto issue. It is clear
from Sunday’s conference, howev-
er,” he wrote, “that Sinn Féin does
not in fact accept the principle of
consent at all. To extend the analo-
gy with sex, its understanding of
consent is that of a rapist who
insists that cowed nonresistance
can be taken for agreement.” The
key point made by Sinn Féin at the
conference that nationalists were
never asked to consent, never gave

their consent, and have always
resisted, inclusion in the Six-Coun-
ty state, was ignored by O'Toole.

By Tuesday, the Irish Times
was also concentrating, not on the
substance of the Sinn Féin
response, but on the party’s rela-
tionship with the media. The
front-page headline read: ’Sinn
Féin reassessing handling of
Donegal conference”, the analysis
being that Sinn Féin leaders were
somehow caught unawares by the
negative reaction and were
engaged in “"damage limitation
exercises”’,

n Tuesday morning’s news

bulletins and Morning Ireland
on RTE this negative spin reached
its nadir, the station reporting that
Gerry Adams had been “accosted”
by Peace Train protestors as he
entered the Mansion House for the
Time for Peace — Time to Go
debate on British withdrawal the
previous evening.

The facts were somewhat dif-
ferent. No more than a dozen
protestors gathered outside the
front of the Mansion House,
whereas hundreds of people had
to be turned away from the meet-
ing, which was packed out.
Adams entered from the car park,
unmolested by friend or foe.

The report of the meeting itself
led with an interview with one of
the handful of protestors.

By 8.30am on Tuesday, follow-
ing complaints from immediately
after the 6am news, RTE dropped
its assertion that the Sinn Féin
president had been ““accosted”’,
but did not issue a correction until
Wednesday. No paper or other
media outlet thought it worth-
while to record the outcome of the
debate, an overwhelming vote for

— e
a British withdrawal as being nec.
essary for peace.

Briﬁsh newspapers almost un;.
versally chose to interpret the
decision as an outright rejection of
the peace process by Sinn Féin,
The British edition of the Star wag
its usual subtle self, calling for the
SAS ““to wipe that smirk” off
Adams’ face. “If its war he wants
then let’s take it to him.”

The Financial Times wag
scathing of the Sinn Féin response,
but felt that the British govern-
ment could assist the process by
pr ing a draft d of
the Government of Ireland Act.

In general most media and politi-
cians missed the big picture, choos-
ing to concentrate on what they
interpreted as the receding possibili-
ty of an IRA cease-fire rather than
on Sinn Féin’s broader canvass of
building a situation where there
could be a complete demilitarisation
of the situation. Much was also
made by commentators of what they
chose to interpret as the intransigent
position of the party in denying the
unionists a veto over change. By
Wednesday John Bruton was opin-
ing in the Irish Times that Sinn Féin’s
part in the Irish Peace Initiative is
“phoney”, and such “phoney” ini-
tiatives “’have been part of the
armoury of aggressors down
through history, and Adolf Hitler
was one of the most adept practi-
tioners of the art”.

Much of this reaction was very
much a case of deja vu, a brief
return to the days when the stock
response to events relating to the
Six Counties was a good bash at
the republicans. But those days are
gone and commentators better
realise that serious analysis is
what is needed now.

RUC release injured councillor

INN FEIN Councillor Pat Treanor, who was arrested, injurea

in a gun attack and then seriously assaulted by the RUC
before being taken to hospital and then Castlereagh Interrogation
Centre, was finally released on Thursday, 21 July.

Treanor was brought back to the
scene of his arrest, the closed bor-
der crossing at Lackey Bridge,
where he was served with an
exclusion order. Speaking after his
release, on behalf of Sinn Féin’s
councillors in Monaghan,
Caoimhghin O Caol4in expressed
their “anger and outrage at the
original arrest and the subsequent
brutal treatment he received at the
hands of his RUC captors”.

O Caoldin added that “the
serving of the exclusion order is
clearly an exercise in saving face
and an attempt to create a smoke
screen surrounding the arrest and
brutality inflicted on Councillor
Treanor by British forces”.

Treanor was originally arrested
as he showed two Swedish jour-

nalists the crossing at Lackey
Bridge which, despite the wishes
of local people on both sides of the
border, has been persistently van-
dalised and closed to traffic by the
crown forces. As he was being
driven to Castlereagh, the car
came under attack by an IRA ASU,
injuring Councillor Treanor and
the RUC officers in the car. Tre-
anor subsequently had to have his
left index finger amputated.

The following is his account of
the RUC assault on him following
the attack, as dictated to his solici-
tor from his hospital bed in Dun-
donald on Sunday, 17 July:

“I would like to make a separate
statement concerning the behaviour
of certain RUC officers in the imme-
diate aftermath of the shooting.
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® Sinn Féin Councillor Pat Treanor

Donegal after receiving a warm welcome from all present

“I was travelling in the back of
an unmarked police car with the
officer who arrested me. There
were two others in the front of the
car. All of a sudden, gunfire broke
out and the window shattered.
The driver reversed into another
car. The gunfire continued for
about ten seconds and then the car
doors opened and someone shout-
ed ‘Get out’.

- “I got out also and lay in the
grass as the policemen returned
fire. I could see that the gunfire
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came from a lorry travelling
immediately in front of the police
car. It had earlier pulled out of a
laneway in front of the car. Once
the lorry driver had driven off, the
three policemen pointed their
guns towards me shouting ‘terror-
ist bastard, move and we will kill
you’. I was ordered to move
towards them, which I did. I was
then grabbed and put on the
ground at their feet. One of them
beat me around the head with his
pistol and said ‘You’re one of

them bastards and I am going to
shoot you'.

“’A British soldier then arrived
and said ‘Cool it’ as civilians were
around. The others had also been
kicking me but the worst was the
arresting officer. New policemen
were arriving and they obviously
misunderstood that I was one of
the gunmen. One of them stood on
my injured hand with one foot
and kicked me in the head. I
couldn’t see him as I was pinned
to the ground. He kicked me hard
enough to cause my head to bleed
and I believe that three staples
have been inserted. I was treated
for the injuries caused during this
assault at the Tyrone hospital.”

An Phoblacht

REPUBLICAN NEW

UNCENSORED NEWS

In subscribing weekly to An Phoblacht/ Republican
News you are not only keeping yourself informed of
the truth of what's happening in Ireland today but
playing an important part in spreading the uncen-

To: An Phoblacht/Republican News,
58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1, Ireland.

+
A\
287704

sored news at home and abroad. Name
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES Address
Ireland £35
England, Scotland & Wales. Stg£35 Town
Europe Surface Stg£40
Europe Airmail Stg£58 Country
USA US$90
Canada Can$100 Tel
Australia Aus$105
Elsewhere Stg£50/Ir£58 Amount enclosed ..........ovuvuuuummusencensen ‘J

Published by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Tel:8733611/8733839, Fax 8733074: and 51/55 Falls Road, Belfast. Tel: 624421, Fax 622112



